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From Al-Huda, 30 May 1913, vol. 3, num. 22, pp 169-170
Translated by A.M.S.

Cairo, Egypt, 21 April 1913
My Dear Mister Takle:

In response to your question (to me) about how we should respond to Islamic objections
regarding the issue of the Divine Sonship [of Christ] I say that there is no dispute,
according to your statement, that this objection is on the lips of every Muslim and that it
requires wisdom and deliberateness in [one’s] response to [this objection] with that which
will convince and make the truth clear. There is also no disputing, in spite of what [is
written] in the Koran and the Hadith concerning the lofty description of Jesus (Isa) Christ
above all of the prophets and messengers; the statement about His sinlessness; the purity
of His life; and His might, etc. as [I have written] in my book, “Christ in Islam” {i.e. The
Moslem Christ], that notwithstanding all of this, Muslims are not satisfied to consider
Him [anything] more than a man.

It is appropriate, at the start of [this] discussion, that we understand the reason for their
objection to our saying, “Son of God.” In my opinion, I feel that they [base] their
objection on the statement from Surah “Al-Ikhlas,” which is [also] used in their daily
prayers: “Say, ‘He is God, the indivisible; God, the everlasting. He does not beget nor is
begotten, and there is no one equal to Him.” The statements of the Imams are divided as
to whether this Surah “descended” on the Prophet in Mecca or in Medina. The
predominant opinion, [based] upon much evidence, is that it is Meccan and not Medinan.
[Based] upon that, [this verse] cannot have as its intention the clarifying of the
differences between Islam and Christianity or even between [Islam] and Judaism but was
fully intended to confront the worship of idols among the Qureish which ascribed sons
and daughters to God.

Even though we [stop] the confusion concerning this expression (“Son of God”) and we
dispel from their understanding the clouds of bias and error, we say to our Muslim

brother that the Book of God, the New Testament, does not say [even once] in its
description of Jesus as the only Son of God, that God, the strong and glorious, is a
[biological] father (Ar. waalid) but always uses, to His glory, the word, “Father” (Ar. ab)
in a general, spiritual sense. There does not appear in the New Testament, concerning
Jesus, that He is the [biological offspring] (Ar. walad Allah), that is, a [biological] son
[physically] begotten from God. What appears, instead, is that He is the “Son” of God
(Ar. ibn Allah) and the difference between the two expressions are as clear as the [shining]
sun to him who has eyes! An adopted son is called, by common convention, “a son” (Ar.
ibn) [as opposed to] a [biological] son (Ar. walad). What is a [biological] son (Ar. walad)
but one born from a [physical] birth to two parents, from a real, natural birth? The Arabs
[also] commonly use the word, “father,” in a spiritual sense, as well as in a general sense.
They [often] say, “father of mercy” (Abu Al-Rahma), “father of truth” (Abu Al-Haqq),
“father of encouragement” (Abu Al-Shujaa’a’a), “father of generosity” (Abu Al-Fadl),

cte.

electronic file created by cafis.org



After we have [cleared] up the errors of the word, “son” (ibn) in its linguistic usage we
now [come] to the explaining its meaning according to Christian religious thought as
used in the appellation of “Christ, Son of God.” He is the only Son who was in the
bosom of the Father from ages past. This is [clear] from His description as the Word of
God, not as the “son of Mary,” that is [to say], His eternal existence is according to His
deity and not according to His humanity, [the latter] being a more recent [development]
in His being created [at the Incarnation]. We [also] find that which will help to clarify
this expression [at the core of] two different Islamic beliefs, that are [both] widespread
and commonly held among them.

The first belief is the doctrine of the “light of Muhammad.” They say that it is originally
from God and existed before Adam and the entire world was created. This [concept] is
undoubtedly taken from the Christian teaching of the eternal Word in which is [found] a
complete similarity to what we say about the Word of God who comes from the Father.
You will surely find [mention] about the eternity of the “light of Muhammad” in a
number of books [of which] we only mention one of them, that is, “Details of Heaven and
Hell” (Daqaa’iq Al-Akhbaar fi Al-Janna wa Al-Naar). [This] book is sold in all of the
Islamic world, and even though it [contains] other teachings [than simply the “light of
Muhammad”], is accepted and esteemed by all.

The second belief really brings us near to our [topic], namely the belief of Muslims, one
and all, in the eternity of the Koran and its uncreatedness. They say that it is uncreated,
not [referring to] the paper and the physical materials [itself] but its inspired word[s] from
God. They say that it is eternal and uncreated for it is the Word of God (Ar. Kalaam
Allah). If then the Word of God (Ar. Kalaam Allah) is uncreated, it is by [its] nature
before all of [creation]. How much more so is the Word which was sent to Mary, or
according to the phrase in John, “the Word which became flesh and dwelt among us”
eternal!

Finally, it is very fitting that we show to Muslim[s] the philosophical value and morals of
the doctrine of the Trinity and the eternal Sonship of Christ. In this regard we point to
two very important books for study that will greatly benefit us in this matter. They are:
“The Being of God as Unity and Trinity” [by Peter H. Steenstra], and “The Doctrine of
the Trinity.” The former is published by Houghton, Mifflin and Co. in Boston, USA,
published in 1896, and the latter is by J.R. Illingworth, published by MacMillan in
London, 1907.

It is an incontrovertible fact that Muslim[s] admit, without dispute, in the superior nature
and origin of Jesus’ humanity but they do not understand it according to its truth as I have
shown in my book, “Our God and Their God” [i.e. The Moslem Doctrine of God],”
[which was] translated in “Al-Murshid,” [the weekly paper published by the American
(Presbyterian) Mission in Egypt]. This superior human origin of Jesus [within Islamic
belief] and [their] confession that He is still alive [as well as] sinless adds to our proof
that He is the Son of God as the New Testament [lit. “Gospel”] so strongly states. You
will not find in the Gospel’s explanation of this essential doctrine [any] contradiction to
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what the Koran [says] if it [that is, “Son of God”’] were understood according to its truth
and the meaning of [the Koran’s] texts without [Islamic] interpretation and alteration of
the expression from its [proper] sense and meaning. “May God guide all of us on the
level path!”

Nevertheless, we, dear brother, in presenting these truths to our Muslim brother, must
first remember, above everything else, that [no one] confesses the deity of our Savior
except for all those who have submitted to His authority and surrendered their will to His
good will. This is not accomplished by intellectual effort or by philosophical proofs but
is the work of divine grace. No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
Because of this, prayer is the first duty for the [Christian] worker. It is necessary that he
pray and call his seeking brother to the truth and pray with him and for him that God
would reveal this wonderful mystery to him. It is incumbent upon us in all of our
conversations and studies with our Muslim brother that we give the Holy Spirit the [place
that rightly belongs to Him] in this work and ask Him to show us Christ as God and
Savior. He alone reveals the things of Christ and He alone is able to convince people of
their sin for their rejection of Christ; of righteousness—not self-righteousness—but
perfect righteousness which is in Christ; and of God’s judgment for all those who reject
to receive the witness which He has given to us in His Son. Truly Satan’s power is not at
rest and does not cease to pose before people the very same question that he posed of old
before the Savior; this question does not cease to be the axis of the Tempter’s works to us
this day, and it is, “If you are the Son of God...” However, we know that Christ has been
declared to be the Son of God with power by the spirit of holiness in raising Him from
the dead.

May God [pour out] His Holy Spirit to convince them, teach them, and establish them in
the holy faith or our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. [May the Lord bless you] continually
with health.

Your brother in the Lord,

Rev. Samuel Zwemer
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