




THE SECOND ADVENT 213

cadence and rhythm of the original. One must hear it sung
in a great cathedral, or read the whole hymn carefully
and prayerfully to be moved by its poignant message:

"Day of wrath, oh day of mourning!
See fulfilled the prophet's warning,
Heaven and earth in ashes burning!
o what fear man's bosom rendeth
When from heaven the Judge descendeth
On whose sentence all dependeth."

Charles Kingsley has given US a more modern inter
pretation of the Day of the Lord, which in these dark
hours of international strife and confusion sounds a
note of hope as well as of solemn warning:

"The Day of the Lord is at hand, at hand:
The storms roll up the sky:

The nations sleep starving on heaps of gold;
All dreamers toss and sigh;

The night is darkest before the morn;
When the pain is the sorest, the child is born,

And the Day of the Lord is at hand.

"Gather you, gather you, angels of God
Freedom, Mercy and Truth;

Come! for the earth is grown coward and old,
Come down, and renew us her youth.

Wisdom, Self-Sacrifice, Daring and Love,
Haste to the battle-field, stoop from above

To the Day of the Lord at hand.
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214 THE GLORY OF THE MANGER

"Gather you, gather you, hounds of hell
Famine, plague and war;

Idleness, Bigotry, Cant and Misrule,
Gather, and fall in the snare!

Hireling and Mammonite, Bigot and Knave,
Crawl to the battle-field, sneak to your grave,

In the Day of the Lord at hand.

"Who would sit down and sigh for a lost age of gold,
While the Lord of all ages is here?

True hearts will leap up at the trumpet of God,
And those who can suffer can dare.

Each old age of gold was an iron age too,
And the meekest of saints may find stern work to do,

In the Day of the Lord at hand."

Modernists who reject the Virgin birth and stumble
at belief in the resurrection of the dead, naturally do
not have any faith in the personal and visible return
of Christ. For them the spiritual experiences of the
disciples who felt Jesus near them was the only resur
rection; and at Pentecost Jesus came back by his spirit
to cheer and encourage his group of faithful follow
ers! 2 We prefer to hold to the supernatural account
in the gospels and to confess, with the Holy Catholic
Church of all the centuries, that Christ arose again
from the dead, ascended into heaven and shall come

2 For example, the teaching of Leslie D. Weatherford in his book
After Death, pp. 169·173.
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THE SECOND ADVENT 215

again to judge the quick and the dead. As F. W. H.
Meyers expressed it,

"Surely He cometh, and a thousand voices
Shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb;
Surely He cometh, and the earth rejoices
Glad in His coming, who hath sworn, I come."

For Christ is coming to judge the world in righteous
ness. The great, white throne of the day of judgment
speaks of majesty, integrity and authority. This sublime
doctrine of a general judgment of the whole human
race is altogether unique. The Greek-Roman world
taught a judgment of the dead in the underworld and
conducted by inferior gods. Hinduism has its karma,
the relentless reaping of what was sown of good or
evil, in endless reincarnations. Islam tells of a judg
ment in the grave by the two angels Munkir and Naktr.
But only the Bible reveals a general judgment by the
Lord who descends from heaven in the open daylight
and in the presence of the whole universe. "When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him ... and before him shall be gathered
all nations ... Then shall the King say unto them on
his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world" (Matt. 25:31-46).

The contemplation of that hour is indeed a most
powerful motive to dissuade from sin. It will be a
manifestation of the righteousness and mercy of God,
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216 THE GLORY OF THE MANGER

a revelation of the moral order of the universe and
of God's purpose in history.

This blessed assurance has kept the church looking
upward in the darkest days with an undiscourageable
and glad hope of deliverance. This has been the com
fort in the hour of martyrdom from the day of Stephen
to the present. This was the bow of promise in the
darkest periods of church history. "Surely I come
quickly ... even so come Lord Jesus."

The belief in the proximity of Christ's return has,
however, led to a twofold interpretation of all the
many scripture passages that deal with the subject.
His return is connected with his millennial reign. Some
hold that this reign-the period of peace and right
eousness on earth-will be after Christ's return from
heaven. These are called Pre-millenarians. Their argu
ments are based upon a belief in a twofold resurrec
tion. Christ's servants occupy as stewards till he comes.
His coming will usher in "the first resurrection" and
the "rapture" of those who are living and belong to
His own. Wickedness and evil will triumph more and
more until after this event and therefore the return of
Christ is imminent and sudden.

The other theory is called Post-Millennialism. It,
too, is based on Scripture passages, which, to those who
hold it, seem to teach that the present dispensation is
to be undisturbed except by the increasing conflict of
truth against error. The Holy Spirit through the gospel
will make righteousness to prevail until finally the
millennium is ushered in. This school puts its hope
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THE SECOND ADVENT 217

in the gradual but certain influence of the Word and
the Church upon all humanity. They oppose the pre
millennial theory because they believe it is essentially
Judaistic and bases its thesis only on certain portions
of the Scriptures w~ich professedly deal in symbolism.

Again there are those who reject both of these views
and call themselves "a-millennial," that is, they deny
the millennium idea and yet hold just as firmly that
Christ will return from heaven to judge the world.
The greatest danger is not the discordance between
these views of the time of the Advent but rationalistic
unbelief which denies Christ's second coming altogether.

We have seen that the fullness of time for the com
ing of our Saviour was a fullness of preparation, of
expectation and of despair. So doubtless will be the
signs of the approaching end of the age and the second
appearing of our Lord from heaven.

Were men's hearts ever so expectant of a climax
and a crisis in history as now? Was the world ever
in greater need of a Deliverer and Judge? Are not the
signs of which Jesus spoke in the gospels, and which
usher in the day of the Lord, on the front page of our
newspapers? Apart from His coming is there hope for
this disillusioned, stricken, war-torn world?

Jesus came; Jesus is coming again. To accept these
two statements, which are the shortest summary of the
New Testament, with all they imply of faith and hope
and love, would fill us with the joy of the early
Christian church and their devotion.

Dr. Brown's book on the Second Advent (Glasgow,
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218 THE GLORY OF THE MANGER

1839), was a reply to those who held the Pre-millen
nial view. But we may all agree with his concluding
paragraph:

"May the Lord keep the eye of his Church on 'That
Day' when He shall be 'revealed from heaven in flam
ing fire,' to the terror of his enemies and the joy of
his waiting people; when 'from His Face the earth
and the heavens shall flee away, and no place shall
be found for them'; but instead of them shall be 'new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness,' and 'the righteous shall shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father.' If this be our habitual
attitude, it will matter comparatively little /whether
He shall come in the second watch/ as one class think,
lor come in the third or fourth watch/ as others think;
for in either case, /when he cometh, we shall open to
him immediately!'''

"How long, 0 Lord? Our hearts are sad and weary,
Our voices join the whole creation's groan;
With eager gaze we watch for Thine appearing,
When wilt Thou come again and claim Thine own?

"Return! return! come in Thy power and glory
With all Thy risen saints and angel throng;
Bring to a close Time's strange, mysterious story,
How long dost Thou delay?-O Lord, how long?"S

S Jane Bothwick: in The Churchman's Treasury of Song, p. 4.
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"BECAUSE of a stall in Bethlehem,
Where a Prince of Peace was laid,

I try to fashion a childlike heart,
For the difference He has made.

"Because of a shop in Nazareth,
Where a Kingly craftsman wrought,

I try to follow my simple tasks
With reverence, care, and thought.

"Because of a cross on Calvary,
Where hung the crucified One,

I try to shoulder my load of grief,
And bear it till set of sun.

"Oh, life it would be a fruitless quest,
And hope but a lamp grown dim,

And the fairest joys would bloom in vain,
If it were not for sake of Him."

-Barbara Ross M'Intosh.
In Life and Work, Aug., 1939.
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CHAPTER XVI

THE GLORY OF THE MANGER

IN the prologue of John's Gospel he sums up all the
glory of the Nativity, because he asserts that in the
manger of Bethlehem, where Jesus Christ had his
human origin, dwelt all the fullness of Deity. "In the
beginning was the Word . . . and the Word was God
. . . and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
US (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,), full of grace and truth." The
whole glory of the Manger is the glory of the Christ
who was laid in it. He was and is and always will be
the central figure in the Christmas story. All the rest
are utterly subordinate-Joseph and Mary, the Shep.
herds and the Magi, the angelic host and the star of
Bethlehem-all worship Him. What the Shekinah was
to Israel in Tabernacle and Temple, the token of God's
ineffable glory, Christ became by his Incarnation. It

. is no wonder that Harnack asks in the opening chap
ters of his History of Dogma: "Where in the history
of mankind can we find anything resembling this, that
men who had eaten and drunk with their Master,
should glorify Him not only as the Revealer of God
but as the Prince of Life, as the Redeemer and Judge
of the world, as the living power of its existence,

221
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222 THE GLORY OF THE MANGER

and that a choir of Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and bar
barians, wise and foolish, should, along with them,
immediately confess that out of the fullness of this
One man they have received grace for grace."

The matchless but simple story of the Nativity in
Matthew and in Luke must be laid side by side with
the prologue of John's Gospel and with Paul's portrait
of Jesus Christ in Ephesians and Colossians if we
would grasp something of the mystery and the mag
netism of the Manger.

Why has this old story such wonderful fascination
for old and young? Why has it drawn all men, rich
and poor, high and low, until today at Christmas
tide the whole world gathers at Bethlehem's Manger?
It is not too much to say that the Nativity affects
every soul born into a Christian community and that
the coming of the Christ Child has changed the whole
world. Unless the Babe in the manger was God mani
fest in the flesh, one cannot explain the age-long,
world-wide, tremendous influence of this event.

The birth of Jesus, we note first of all, became the
favorite subject in art wherever the gospel was pro
claimed. The art of the Catacombs, the galleries of
Europe and America, the more recent work of Japanese,
Chinese, Indian, and African' artists all bear witness
to this fact. To read the story of the Nativity in these
sculptures, drawings and paintings is like turning the
leaves of some precious ancient parchment, each page
illuminated in gold and color, every stroke revealing
the devotion of the craftsman. "Great nations," says
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Ruskin, "write their autobiographies in three manu
scripts,-the book of their deeds, the book of their
words, and the book of their art. Not one of these
books can be understood unless we read the two others.
But of the three the only quite trustworthy one is the
last." All the fine arts, music, painting, sculpture, archi
tecture, have laid their nnest tributes at the feet of
Jesus. Many of them were tributes to the Babe of
Bethlehem. This is true of modern art as well as
medieval; it is true of all lands and all peoples who
have heard of the Christ.

The earliest representation, perhaps, is a picture in
the Catacombs showing Jesus in swaddling clothes on
a small bed with outlines of an ox and an ass in the
background.1 All the early religious painters tried to
express in colors what the poets and saints had painted
in words. The general treatment, Farrar tells us, varied
but little. We nnd always the joyous Mother, the grave,
silent, aged Joseph, the shepherds and the angels. The
quaint reason why the ox and the ass are also intro
duced is due to the strange Septuagint rendering of
Habakkuk 3:2. "In the midst of two animals thou
shalt be recognized." ("In the midst of the years make
it known.") Cf. also Isaiah 1:3.

The paintings of the Nativity are legion. A score
of the world's greatest artists have here exercised their
vivid imaginations: Angelico, Baldinovetti, Pierodel
Franceschi, Botticelli, Lorenzo di Credi, Borgognone,
Signorelli, Tintoretto, Albrecht Diirer, Lorenzo Lotto,

1 Frederic W. Farrar, The Life of Christ aJ represented in Art, pp. 233.
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Titian, Paul Veronese, Correggio, Rembrandt,Velasquez
and many others of later date.

In Farrar's book there are examples of sculptures
portraying the visit of the Magi from a fourth century
sarcophagus, and from the Church of St. Vitalis in
Ravenna, which belongs to the sixth century. Here the
three Magi are represented dressed in Phrygian caps,
tunics and long robes each carrying a gift. The sole
object of these very early carvings was to recall the
story with absolute simplicity. In later centuries the
scenes all became more exotic and magnificent, some
times with splendid anachronism-transferring the Na
tivity to Italy or Germany or Spain. Nor can we blame
the painters, for they merely expressed their joy in
their own way, as the Shepherds did "when they found
the young child with Mary his, mother." "All real
art," as Carlyle said, is "the disemprisoned soul of
fact." One example, which must suffice us, is that of
Albrecht Durer's Repose in Egypt. It is supposed to
represent the village of Mataria where the Virgin's
fountain is still shown to tourists. But the scene and
the persons are all German! "In an open courtyard in
which are cocks and hens and from which is seen a
hill crowned with towers, Joseph stands at work at his
carpentering. The chips of wood are being playfully
collected in a basket by boy-angels, one of whom has
roguishly set his master's hat upon his little head, and
another puts a long splinter to his mouth as though
it were a trumpet ... Joseph is pausing from his toil.
He gazes thoughtfully, axe in hand, at the group
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formed by the young mother and her Child." 2 The
whole picture with its brilliant colors and lively multi
tude of figures seems a melody on canvas.

"Joy to the world the Lord has come,
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing."

One year ago I received a Christmas-card from Robert
E. Speer. On one side was a beautiful reproduction of
Botticelli's Nativity from the National Gallery in
London. On the other side Dr. Speer expressed his
faith that "the Incarnation with its mystery, its glory
and its reality holds the answer to all human prob
lems;" and also these lines:

"This night, this hut, all secrets hold.
Come quickening cup or chastening rod!
My soul is justly overbold
Since Christ has brothered us in God:'

-Father John J. Burke, C.S.P.
Those who are art-critics assert that there is no deeper
and more interesting picture of the Nativity than this
of Botticelli. Canon Farrar states that it is "one of the
sweetest and most far-reaching sermons on the inmost
meaning of Christmas Day." Then he goes on to de
scribe its beauty:

"In the upper part of the picture is a sky, of which
the exquisite colours melt by dewy graduations from
the golden glory of the celestial heavens to the blue
of our lower horizon. In this sky is a wreath of twelve

2 Of.nt., p. 2n.
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angels, joined hand in hand in enraptured dances.
They are clad like the angels of Fra Angelico, in robes
of the most tender vernal colourings, and their atti
tudes are full of grace and charm. Their wings, like
their robes, are alternately of red, green, and white.
Each of them holds a branch of olive and myrtle, and
a banderole, with the inscription, GLORIA IN ExCELSIS
DEo, from which hangs a light golden crown . . .
"Directly underneath them is a dark grove of pines,
Dante's symbol of the tangled forest of human life.
But, in the midst of the dark wood, on a mass of
white rock-symbol of the purity and impregnable
strength of the Gospel-rises the stable of Bethlehem.
On its pent-house roof, three angels in the crimson
robes of Love, the white of Innocence, the green of
Hope, chant their new carols. On the ground lies the
Holy Babe in all the joyous life of infancy, with finger
pointing to His mouth as though to say, 'I am the Word
of God: At His feet kneels Mary worshipping in some
thing of sad bewilderment, and at His head, leaning
against a pack-saddle, Joseph bends in deep humility, his
face shrouded by his mantle. Behind him are the ox, the
ass, and the manger. Thus was indicated the truth that
even for the lower animals the Heavenly Father cares."

"On either side of the manger are the three Magi
and the three shepherds, representing mankind, both
Jews and Gentiles, at each age and of every rank, who
are being brought into the presence of Christ by ardent
angels, who crown their brows with olive, the symbol
of fruitfulness, and gladness ... At the bottom of the
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picture, devils, small, and ugly, and contemptible, strive
to hide themselves 'in the clefts of the rocks and the
holes of the ragged rocks: And thus the picture ex
presses the effects of the Advent on the good and the
evil. The inscription, in bad Greek, at the top, shews
the tension of feeling under which this picture was
painted at the end of A.D. 1500, 'in the troubles of
Italy, in the half-time after the time during the fulfill
ment of John xi, in the Second Woe of the Apocalypse,
in the ioosing of the devil for three years and a half.
Afterwards he shall be chained, and we shall see him
trodden down, as in this picture.' "

"Can anyone who has learned to understand this
picture look without delight upon its subtle colouring
and lovely forms? And when we grasp its mystic sym
bolism, can we be wholly untouched by the hope and
holiness which it breathes into the soul?"

We have quoted this description at length for it
illustrates what untold wealth of meaning and mystery
and glory the thoughtful observer can find in the paint
ings that tell the story of the Nativity.

Although Isaac Watts had ~ever seen the paintings
of Botticelli or Diirer, the same exuberant joy filled his
heart because of the Advent, when he wrote, "Joy to
the world the Lord has come!"

The glory of the Manger in the hymnologies of the
Greek, the Latin and the Protestant churches is too
well known to need emphasis. Advent hymns, carols,
Christmas anthems, and Nativity oratorios occupy a
larger place in the liturgies and books of public wor-
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ship than any other event in the life of our Lord.
More than fifty advent hymns are listed in one Church
Hymnal. Carols and carol singing go back to the thir
teenth century. Here are two in Middle English from
the commonplace Book of John Grimestone (1372);
the first is entitled, Christ Weeps in the Cradle for
Man's Sin; the second, A lullaby to Christ in the Cradle.

"Lullay, for wo you little thing!
You little barun you little King!
Mankindde is cause of thy mourning,
That thou hast loued so sore."
"Child, it is a weping dale that thou art comen inne
Thi pore clutes it prouen wel, thi bed mad in the binne
Cold and hunger thu must tholen, as thu were geten

m senne
And after deychen on the tre for loue ov all Mankenne.
Lullay, lullay lite! child! No wonder thou thu care,
Thu are comen amongst hem that thi detgh sulen

ghare." 3

We do not translate into modern English as the mean
ing is fairly clear. (Detgh = death; ghare = prepare.)

There is nothing wrong with the doctrine of these
early poems. They enshrine the creeds of the Church
and the piety of the saints. In going over a collection
of ancient Christmas carols for use today we were im
pressed with their quaint interpretation of the old, old
story of Jesus' love. His atonement for sin, and the
Incarnation as the mystery of Christ's twofold nature.
--

8 Nos. 59 and 65 in Carleton Brown's Religious Lyrir:s of the XIVth
Century.
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Read, for example: the Manger Throne, Good King
Wenceslas, The Seven Joys of Mary, Twas in the
Winter Cold, The Incarnation, the Cherry-Tree Carol,
Emmanuel, and We Three Kings' of Orient-nearly
all these are as evangelical in their message as Luther's
famous Christmas Carol in fifteen stanzas, of which
the last reads:

"To God on high all glory be,
Who gave His only Son for me,
For which the Angels carol clear
And sing us such a glad New Year!" 4

Among Negro spirituels (wrung from their hearts
in the days of slavery) two are beautiful nativity songs,
De Newbom Baby and Yonder Comes Sister Mary wid
de Keys of Bethlehem. So we find Christmas joy ex
pressed by all nations in their own tongue and swell
ing the chorus of the Gloria in Excelsis first heard at
Bethlehem. From the earliest Christmas hymn of Am
brose, Veni Redemptor Gentium, and the one better
known, by Prudentius, Of The Father's Love Begotten,
there is an unbroken succession of melodies until we
come to Phillips Brooks' 0 Little Town of Bethlehem.
The entire story of the Nativity of our Lord is found
in the songs of the Church Universal-and the chorus
has gone around the earth, through the Book of a
Thousand Tongues. 5

4 Chris/mas Carols New and Old by Henry R. Bramley.
5 "Being some Account of the Translation and Publication of all or

part of the Holy Scriptures into more than a thousand languages and
dialects." American Bible Society, New York, 1938.
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Another glory of the Manger is the fact that it has
led to the observance of the day of Christ's birth with
all its exuberant joy, and good will toward men. The
date we observe as Christmas, December twenty-fifth,
is of course without historical basis. No one knows the
exact month or day in the Calendar. Christmas was
not among the earliest festivals of the Church and
before the fifth century there was no general agreement
whether it should be held on the sixth of January, the
twenty-fifth of March or the twenty-fifth of December.
The first certain mention of December 25 is in the
calendar of Philocalus in 354. Chrysostom refers to the
same date as the correct day in a sermon preached on
December 20, 386.6 The fact is far more important
than the date. The joy of the festival, the origin of
which is lost in obscurity, is testimony to the glory of
the Manger.

The Widespread use of evergreens, holly, ivy, mistle
toe, and laurel has a symbolic meaning far transcending
the origin of the customs connected with their display.
As T. G. Crippen points out, the symbol of life is most
appropriate at the birth of the Prince of Life:

"The mistletoe bough at our Christmas board
Shall hang to the honor of Christ our Lord;
For He is the evergreen Tree of Life,
Whom the old blind world, amid hate and strife
Rejected and slew. But He soared above

6 For detail see the Articles Epiphany and Christmas in the Encyclo
pedia Britannica.
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Alive from the dead in the power of love:
And mercy and Truth are assembling now
With Justice and Peace at the mistletoe bough."

The ringing of bells and the singing of carols, we have
already referred to as indicative of great joy that has
come to all peoples through our Saviour's birth. We
today have church-services or family gatherings, but in
the middle ages it was the Mystery play and the
Miracle-Play that drew the crowds to the public squares
and the churches. These often had the Nativity for
theme, especially the visit of the Magi and the adora
tion by the Shepherds. From such beginnings grew the
rich and choice treasury of song and poetry in English
literature in praise of the Christ-child and his mission.

The Yule-log and Christmas candles were in use very
early in the British Isles, in France, in Germany, and
in Scandinavia. These lands of the cold north associated
the festival with light and warmth and good-cheer.1

For them there was also the lavish Christmas feast and
the lighted Christmas-tree by which young and old ex
pressed their joy and extended their hospitality and
good-cheer. Nor can we forget Christmas gifts to the
poor and the beautiful Scandinavian custom of the
Christmas Sheaf placed out in the fields of snow and
ice for cattle and birds. Saint Francis of Assisi was not
the only one to think of sharing with birds and beasts
the bounty of his Lord.

One has only to watch the celebration of Christmas

1 For these and other customs see, Wm. M. Auld's Christmas Tradi·
lions, pp. 99-135.
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in one of our great cities to become convinced that,
although wickedness and worldliness abound, the
Christ-child has a universal magnetism and far-reach
ing inRuence. Men may deny our Lord's Divinity, they
may affect to doubt the miracles connected with hi~

birth, but they are forced to admit that the coming
of Christ has stamped an indelible impress on the world
and its history, while at the same time they are unable
to give any reasonable explanation for a fact so unique
and remarkable. One cannot explain it except by the
Gospel records and then declare with Pascal in his
Thoughts on Religion: "Jesus Christ is the center of
everything and the object of everything, and he who
does .not know Him knows nothing of the order of the
world and nothing of himself. In Him is all our felicity
and virtue, our life, our light, our hope; apart from
Him there is nothing but vice, misery, darkness, despair,
and we see only obscurity and confusion in the nature
of God and in our own."

If we face the fact of the Christ we shall observe
Christmas and approach the Advent season in the
spirit of the poem that faces this chapter. His coming
makes all the difference in our hearts and lives and
thoughts. This is the glory of the Manger.

"Because of a stall in Bethlehem
Where a Prince of Peace was laid
I try to fashion a childlike heart
For the difference He has made."

FI N I S
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