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Assaph, called the Orator of Tyre.

In my youth I had heard the orators of Rome
and Athens and Alexandria. The young Naz-
arene was unlike them all.

They assembled their words with an art to
enthral the ear, but when you heard Him your
heart would leave you and go wandering into
regions not yet visited,

He would tell a story orrelate a parable, and
the like of His stories and parabies had never
been heard in Syria,

He seemed to spin them out of the seasons,
even as time spins the years and the genera-
tions.

He would begin a story thus: “The plough-
man went forth to the field te sow his seeds.”

Or, “Once there was a rich man who had
many vineyards.”

Or, “ A shepherd counted his sheep at even-
tide and found that one sheep was missing.”

And such words would carry His listeners
into their simpler selves and into the aneient
of their days.

At heart we are all ploughmen, and we all
fove the vineyard. And in the pastures of our
memory there is a shepherd and a flock and
the lost sheep.

And there is the plough-share and the wine-
press and the threshing-floor,

He knew the source of our older self, and the
persistent thread of which we are woven,

The Greek and the Roman orators spoke to
their listeners of life as it seemed to the mind.
The Nazarene spoke of a longing that lodged
in the heart,

They saw life with eyes only a little clearer
than yours and mine. He saw life in the light
of God.

I often think that He spoke to the crowd as
a mountain would speak to the plain.

And in His speech there was a power that
was not commanded by the orators of Athens
or of Rome.
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an English steeped in eastern imagery and thus appealing

to the western appetite for what is strange and rare. For’

its purpose his English is beautiful and fit, and may even
be compared with that of Rabindranath Tagore. In both
these artists it is no small achievement to have developed
so individual and poetical a style in & language that is not

their .mother-tongue.

But our readers will ask what Jibran's English books
contain besides delicate beauty of phrase, We reply that
Jibran is a poet and an artist, and his poet’s soul has bowed
before the beauty of Jesus of Nazareth. Net only in the
book entitled “Jesus” butin “The Prophet” itis clear that
the poet’s soul is steeped in the words or stories of Jesus.
But we must also note that the subjugation is not complete.
Jibran sometimes believes that his Syrian experience and
his rush of sympathetic imagination set him free from that
close attention to the original records of Jesus’ life that a
scholar would give. And he is of those who accept what
appeals to them in the Master’s story, but shun the search-
ing discipline involved in accepting the whole,

Thus he builds up a portrait, an artist’s portrait of Him
‘Whom so many artists have loved to portray. Here and
there it is wayward and miscoloured, but often it shows
enough of the traits of Jesus Ghrist to be radiantly fair.

We have chosen for our readers some passages from the
book “Jesus” which we think can be classed among the
nobler and more truthful and more beautiful passages in
this artist’s work.

The artist sketches the thoughts of many types of men
concerning the Jesus whom they met during His days on
earth, and this month we give the impression left uponthe
mind of an orator trained in the traditional rhetoric
schools of the Roman world.
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“peace in heaven” of the other, and that so the
earth may become a province of heaven.

Let us sing, then, with the angels, of that
glory, that which fills the earth with peace and
blessing, and let us look for the day which
will see the fulfilment of that promised peace.

But what is this linking together in the

angelic song of "the highest” and the “earth”

but an expression of the care of God for man
and His longing to bring the sons of earth into
the spiritual likeness of the “highest”, into
that holiness which may make Him ‘“well
pleased” with them? For of the Babe born at
Bethlehem the Father said, “This is my belov-
ed Son in whom I am well pleased”. And
through the salvation wrought by the Babe of
Bethlehem the Father says of men, “These are
my beloved sons in whom I am well pleased”.
And my readers know what the Father will do
for those in whom He delights. Have you
and I our place among those sons of God in
whom He is well pleased, and who have the
right to share the song of the angels?
GHUBRIAL ED DABH,
Evangelical Church,
Faggala, Cairo.
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A POET'S PORTRAIT.

Jibran Khalil Jibran is a romantic poet with a place all
his own in the Arabic world, his writings having done
much to link Arabic letters with modern movements of
thought. His very individual literary style struck a new
note amidst the barrenness and aridity of so much of the
journalism and verse-writing in vogue before him in
Egvypt, Syria and Palestine. At a time when if was usual
to suppose that anyone who could make verses scan was
by that fact a poet, and anvone who could pile on periods
a prose-writer, Jibran’s works came into the world—
“PBroken Wings,” “Tears and Smiles” and other rom-
antic writings; and men changed their minds and found
themselves demanding that the poet must henceforth draw
his magic bow across their heart-strings and lead their
spirits into the world of lovely dreams.

Of late years in America this poet has developedin a
new direction. For many western minds prophets and
teachers of the east have a peculiar fascination, and Jibran
has written postico-retigious works for western readers, in
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ed, whose breasts ‘are eased, whose hearts are
enraptured at things which heretofore the ear
heard not, neither had entered into the heart
of man? Did the message come to us direct
from the shepherds, or from those to whom
they told their story 7 Blessed the shepherds!
Blessed those who listened to the story from
their lips! Blessed the evangelist whose care
passed on the song to all succeeding ages!
Let him take wings and come and he shall
hear in these days, in every corner of the
world, the joyful echoes of the song he wrote.
Yea, this song beside all human songs, beside
the inventions of the greatest of the great in
every age, is as sunshine to moonlight, and the
noblest songs of human singers only give a
dim glimpse of the heavenly radiance of this
song.

Such is the song. But what of the meaning?
Does it inndeed befit the voices of the heavenly
host?

Long ago, by the walls of Jericho, one said
to Joshua * As Captain of the Lord’s host am I
come”. And now when the Captain of the
armies of heaven descends, bringing with Him
his weondrous salvation, it is meet that His
heavenly hosts should sing the song of salva-
tion, the song of songs, the song of glory, to
God “in the highest”, because "the highest”
was the source of salvation and of that “peace
on earth” and good will amongst men that
come in the train of salvation.

The Greek word translated by “the highest”
is a ploral word—the plural of majesty, in-
dicating the very abode of God. And this
“highest” is again referred to when we are
told that Christ, after He had wrought redemp-
tion, “sat down at the right hand of the majesty
on high, being made higher than the angels”,
The angeiic song of praise is directed to that
realm of “the highest” that is above the angels,
the abode of the glory of God. The order of
the words in the Greek is “Glory in the highest
to God”, pointing in an ascending sweep to
the highest of all. But the Glory is that which
dwells with humility and desires to bring
about peace on earth, peace for the lowest of
the Jow. Christ’'s disciples cried as they
shouted to welcome their King, riding on a
colt the foal of an ass, “Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest”, reversing the order of
the angelic song, May we not learn that the
“peace on earth” of the one is a share in the
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kindness. Let us follow CHRIST'S example,
let us offer gifts, deing works of charity and
kindness for the praise of GOD our Father.

MARIE CHAKEB,
Child Welfare House,
Dahir, Cairo.

(4)

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men In whom He is well pleased
{Revised Version translation). Here is the
very order of creation, for were not the heavens
made before the earth, and man last of all?
Here is an order that descends from the general
to the pariicular: from “the highest”, a vague
term, to the more particularized “on earth”,
and from that to the fuller detail of “among
men”. Here too is the order along which any
true reform must proceed, rather than the order
of cutward show. For God’s glory results in
gladness and the bond of peace with men.

This is the song of the angels, the song of
choirs nobler than our imagining, the song
drawn from the lips of those holy singers by
their deep emotion at the Saviour’s birth. This
is the chorus that repeats and confirms the
words of the first glorious and blessed singer
(and how beautiful upon the mountains of
Bethlehem were the feet of him that brought
good tidings!), who said, “Fear not, for behold
I bring you geod tidings of great joy which
shall be to you and to all the people, for there
is born to you this day...a Savieur which is
Christ the Lord,”

This song of man’s most precious heritage
should be sung not once a year but all the year
round; for whoso is among thoese in whom the
Lord is well pleased and who spread “on
earth” the true, deep “peace™ of the Spirit
that by its very nature “glorifies God in the
highest,” his is the right to bear a part in this
loveliest chorus.

Luke the Evangelist, in the opening words
of his Gospel, spoke of himself as “having
traced the course of all things accurately from
the first, even as they delivered them unto us
which were eye-witnesses”, Who, I wonder,
were those first hearers who passed down to us
the record of that lovely song of good tidings
and its answering chorus? Who were those
Grst fruits of the many whose ears are gladden-
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That was “Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace, good will towards men” be-
cause Aloysius was a high-minded bey, a clean
liver and a dutiful son, He was able to be
carefree because he was always ready for the
supreme emergency.

PIERRE CRABITES,
Cairo.

{3}

Listen to the belis that ring on Christmas
Night., They announce CHRIST'S birth, the
birth of our beloved SAVIOUR, born in Beth-
lehem in a manger, in poverty—the son of the
Virgin MARY. The angels of heaven are sing-
ing a song of praise, they announce that the
Saviour of all mankind is born. From afar the
three wise men have come to offer their gifts
to HIM, they kneel down in front of the manger
in order to adore the little CHILD JESUS.

Blessed be GOD, Who in His great kindness
has given us THE SAVIOUR, this King, this
Messenger, this Redeemer and Conqueror of the
world. He has come to enlighten us, to purify
our mind and to teach us the way of light and
wisdom, to make us forget the troubles, the
sorrows of this worid and to lead us into our
real fatherland in Heaven, to GOD QOur Father.

Let us not forget to prepare seriously for
this day of the sacred birth of JESUS,

No matter whether we are Christians, Mos-
lems or adherents of another faith, we all must
know that JESUS was a SAINT and a perfect
sinless Being, and that all His life on this earth
has been lived only for service and sacrifice,
He lived for us to show us how to love GOD.

So we can all turn our eyes to GOD, full of
thanks on this day of CHRIST’S birth, and we
shall celebrate CHRISTMAS with a happy and
contented heart. Especially we must think of
the children whom He loved so very much
while He was on earth, and we must try to
give them pleasure and joy. We must think
of the poor and of the forsaken who are lonely
and bereft, for this is the feast of love and
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tried fo follow, We believe you also to be one to
whom these principles make a deep appeal, and
we tnvite you to be amongst those who will send
us a paragraph or two on this message.

The following are the replies of our friends
to the above letter :

(1)
Never before in the history of the world has
this message of God on the first Christmas
Morn, through the Angels to the dwellers on

earth, been so widespread and so widely real-
ized—

" Glory to God in the higheat and on earth
peace, good will towards men.”

We are conscious that in the world to-day
there are deep spiritual movements at work,
prompted by the Spirit of God, te bring about
a world peace and good will amongst the peo-
ple of all nations who are learning the meaning
of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood
of man. And in recognising that He is the
Author of all these great spiritual impulses
there must ultimately burst from our lips in
highest adoration the words of the angels:

“Glory to God in the highest.”

LLEWELLYN GWYNNE,
Bishop’s House, Cairo.

(2)

Be ve also ready.

St. Aloysius is the patron saint of youth. One
day, when he was still a little boy, he was run-
ing at top speed when a priest stopped him
and asked, “My son, if you were told that you
were Lo die in the next half second, what would
you do?” The boy answered, “I would con-

tinue running.” And he did so.
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East and West.
and forward-—past, present and future : and, we
find that, under all the differences of Orient
and Occident, unity must exist, and this unity

‘We look backward, 'upward

it is the object of this paper to emphasise and
to promote,
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The Echo of the Christian Message.

It is usual on occasions such as the twenty-
fifth birthday of a pages to print testimonies
from readers or from leaders of the nation's
life to the useful service of the paper con-
cerned. The editors of Orient & Ocecident
are working not for the glory of their paper,
but for the glory of certain principles summed
up in the words that ring in our ears through
the days of the Christmas Feast,

We have decided therefore to publish no
appreciations of the magazine, but to seek in-
stead for appreciations of this great message.
‘We sent the following letter to several friends
and publish their beautiful replies:

Dear.,, ..,

Our magazineis just completing 1ts twenty fifth
year of service to the countries of the Near Eust,
Instead of asking leading men fo wrife us
appreciations of that service, we are inviting a
few friends fo send o brief message to our readers
in twenty countries on the words:

Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

These words are, as you know, associated
with the Christmas feast, but they also stand for
the principles which our magazine has always

sheal DR 58 pry I pr o e Bl o 3
Lt e ot BN sbiall bty Lllir 02
a2l Ak T 391085, 6 4 of
NEITR N MM;;Y T.xs_'- O gam Db €0 s 3 2l
A B M:Ls:' a2 O shem Y i,")’ . f.f.ls Bk aAs
os G AN 5 V1 3 |68 ned diran s 63\en
P NI e ‘_},,49 S ol Ty S i

R l_..w PRI Y Lg,l‘) ey

U5 Ty o sy Al Je slitily lemza¥

cda g Wl y S e ol b el e olazaY!

o sde VYT Lt st 5,281
o aaL Yl

,,C,rt..tmj,mﬂwuxft FHO
.lf_}\ Lan J L Ol e Y-&., Lol o Ja¥”
l‘i‘) Azmeads PN oy C!Jdl PR P

electronic file created by cafis.org



¥ AR

A —

How we introduced ourselves in 1905 :

In bringing this our first number of “Crient
and Occident” before our readers we must first
of all wish them, in the best sense of word, “A
happy new vear!” And if they desire, in the
courteous fashion of the East, to return us with
interest our new year’s greeting, we ask that
they may return it, not to us but, to this newly-
born Infant,—~this Magazine which now first
sees the light. What need has it come to
supply? What cause to serve? What good
to do in this wide world ?

Perhaps its Name, a double name to corres-
pond to the two languages which it speaks,
will answer these questions. We have named
t “Orient and Occident” because the world
of men, by universal consent, appears to have
been divided into *“ East and West”, as though
the words conveyed a fundamental distinction,
embracing-all lesser racial differences in one
universal one. Indeed, one modern poet has

sung,

Oh East is East, and West is West, and never
the twain shall meet,

Till Heaven and HEarth stand presently qf
God's great judgment-seat.

Is then the irunion, their mutual unterstand-
ing and reciprocal benefit so impossible a
thing? This magazine aims at contributing
something fo shew that it is nof impossible ! It
points backwards to the “one blood” of which
God created all nations from the first; it points
upwards to one sun and light, fit emblem of the
one God, giver of light to men; and it points
forward to the one meeting-place of all nations
to which “Heaven’s light, our guide” is lead-
ing—that meeting-place which even the poet,
whom we have already quoted, acknowledged
would finally unite the long-sundered sisters,
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'TO OUR READERS
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Twenty-five years ago was issued the first number of Orient and Occident, and we eannot
dao better than repeat the message with which it came into the world, and with which we

should like to hegin our second quarfer of a century:

Forth from the West we have come with a message of peace to deliver,
Peace and good will towards men, whereof our God is the giver;
Here in the East we dwell, that God is Father proclaiming;

One and all are His children, through oneness of origin claiming:
Ages of time have sundered the East and the West from each other,
Yet we are strong to believe in the friendship of brother with brother;
Differ we never so far in thought and fashion of teaching,

Heavenly light is the guide of us all, one goal we are veaching.

List then we pray to our message, with courteous tokens of favour;
Graciously please to receive it, judge when ye taste of its savour,
Come then, ye Sons of the Orient, clasp hands in warm salutation,
Wave ye and wave we together the banner of truth and salvation.

New Yeqr’'s Day, 1906 and 1930,
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