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but that Essence shining forth through the 
medium of a human life; He i. the firstborn of' 
all creation not merely because as Man He is 
creation's perfect :flower, but also because He is 
the eternal creative activity of God-the Word 
of God, by whom ali things were made, in whom 
all things consist. Therefore He is worthy to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 

might, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
Amen. 

O. H. THOMPSON. 
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, 
And this Person, Jesus Christ, is no mere 

passive being. He is abroad in the world to
day. Here and there, up and down in the 
world, He lays His hand upon a man and says 
"Follow me". And the man is afraid and says, 
"But, Lord, thy service is too hard for me, I 
cannot walk in thy footsteps. Depart from me, 
for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." But the Lord 
Jesus answers him, H Commit thy Hfe into my 
keeping. trust me, believe in me, my grace is 
sufficient for thee." And the man becomes hi. 
follower. To-day the youth of England are 
restless, because Jesus is calling them to follow 
Him. To-day Jesus is walking the roads of 
India and men are turning to Him attracted by 
the sublime grace of His personality. To-day 
He is abroad in the wilds of Africa and men are 
flocking into His church, finding there deliver
ance from the power of evil spirits and the fear 
of witchcraft. In every nation and people and 
class are to be found men living changed lives, 
lives begun in wickedness and lust and excess, 
but now lived in purity, usefulness and sobriety; 
and if you ask them what produced the change, 
they will tell you" I owe all to Jesus Christ". 
And, equally, men of blameless character will 
testify that apart from Jesus they could do no
thing, it is He who has made them what they 
are. 

Surely then we may proclaim confidently that 
the life of Jesus of Nazareth was the culminat
ing act of God's activity in creation. In him it 
came to. compieteness and perfection, in him 
Matter and Life and Mind and Spirit reached 
the climax of their potentiality, the fulness of 
their powers, the goal of their existence; and 
that goal is union with God Himself, creation 
taken up into God its Creator. Jesus Christ is 
the Perfect Man. That is the v~rdict of history. 
But in Him the Perfect Man is not the mere 
microcosm of the universe, the mirror of the 
Divine Essence, the link between God and His 
creation; nay rather He is only Perfect Man 
because he is at the same time Perfect God, 
because in Him dwelleth al) the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily, because He i. no link but an 
actual union, no mirror of the Divine Essence, 

--
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He allowed it to inflict torment on the Perfect 
Man, the unspotted Flower of Humanity,
Himself. To conquer evil He endured all its 
onslaughts, even unto death, that He might 
share in the whole conflict of man and win 
for him a victory. And so He triumphed. 
On the third day He rose again. .. No m .. n " 

He had said" taketh My life from Me; I lay it 
down of Myself that I may take it again." So 

He did. The work was finished, the revela
tion had been e;iven, Love had given itself to 
the uttermost, the full force of Evil had been 
met and vanquished, Good had triumphed. 

And what was the result? The result on His 

disciples, who knew Him best, was a convic
tion,- taking root and growing throughout 

their intercourse with Him but burstin" into 
flower as He appeared to them after His resur
rection,-that He was no mere man nor even 

a beiug of some order higher than man, but 
that in Him they had seen the very character 
of God, that He had made claims that it would 
be blasphemous for any but God to make and 

yet His claims were justified, that He was 
worthy of their worship, that He was in fact 
God living under the conditions of human life 
while at the same time ruling the universe from 
His throne in heaven. 

And this experience was not confined to the 
immediate disciples of Jesus, but rapidly 
spread to many people round about, as the dis
ciples preached in the power of the Spirit of 

Jesus which He sent to take His place. 

Nor did the conviction that Jesul of N az
areth was both God and Man stop with the 
death of those who knew Him in the flesh. 
Why nQI? Because it rests not upom hearsay, 
not merely upon preaching or teaching, but 
upon personal experience which Christians in 
all ages have felt, upon a conviction that Jesus 
is still alive and enters into personal commun
ion with any who seek him, and that this 
communion is not a barrier between them and 
God, but is actually communion with God 
Himself. 
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The Eyiclence from History. 

When we turn to Hiltory we find that there 
has lived upon this earth a Man who expressed 
completely in his life the two component parts 
of perfect human goodness, namely perfect and 
continual communion with God and unfailing 
love to the uttermost of his fellow men. He 
went about preaching and doing good. He 
gave to men a new conception of God. He said 
God cared for each individual human being as 
.. father cares for his own children, that the very 
hairs of our heads are all numbered, that God 
greets every repentant sinner as a father wel
comes back an erring and wayward son, that 
He cares and cares intensely for His creation, 
for the birds and the beasts and the flowers, but 
most of all He cares for the children of men, 
His own children. And all this He taught not 
merely in words but by his own actions. 

In addition to His teaching and works of 

mercy he gathered round Him a band of disci

ples to live with Him and learn of Him both 
by word of mouth and by the force of His ex
ample. Day by day they grew to know Him bet
ter, to enter more deeply into his inner thoughts, 

to understand more fully the hidden meaning 

of His parables; they drank of His spirit, they 
learned His trust, they shared His communion 
with God. But the World feared Him, men 
who shut their eyes to truth and trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous rose up 
against Him, arraigned Him before the courts 
on a charge of high treason and secured His 

condemnation to death. What did He dol He 
refused to defend Himself; though confident 
that He had but to ask God for twelve legions 
of angels and they would be given Him, He 

would not avail Himself of any means of 
escape. For the complete revelation of the 
meaning of love-the love of God-He would 
give Himself to the uttermost. To bring to 
men's hearts the whole conception of the hor
ror of sin, its hideousness in the eyes of God, 
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There is then no reason to suppose that bet

ween man and God there is any intermediary, 

any created being of a super-human kind. All 

the evidence is to the contrary. And therefore, 

if Creation is to reach that perfection which God 

must have intended for it, and if Man himself 

is to be redeemed, it will be by an act of God 

Himself, to Whom be the praise and the glory. 

Furthermore the structure of Re.lity suggests 

how that act might take place. When Life 

supervenes upon Matter it does not contradict 

the laws governing Matter; a living body obeys 

the laws of physics and chemistry equally with 

an inanimate one, and if its behaviour is differ

ent this is due merely to the new force of Life 

which is at work. A boy will roll down a hill 

under the influence of gravity just like a stone. 

The fact that he can also walk up the hill does 

not contradict the law of gravity but is due to 

the Life energy within him which is stronger 

than the force of gravity. So also Mind, when it 

supervenes upon a living orgnaisffi. does not 

contradict the laws under which that organism 

would have worked apart from mind, but brings 

new forces into play which co-operate with the 

old ones to produce new results. We may 

expect then, that if the culmination of the 

Creation is to be accomplished by God's joining 

it in some way to Himself, He would do so, no 

by some extraneous Di vine fiat, but by ind well

ing the highest grade of His creation, or in 
other words by appearing Himself as a perfect 
human being. 

The argument so far does not say that God 
has acted in any such f .. shion, but only that 
Creation fall. short of completeness without 
some such act, that God only can accomplish 
it, and that the structure of Reality is of such a 
nature that the appearance of God upon earth 
under the conditions of a human life would be 
the culminating sta,e of Reality most in con
formity with the lower stages. 
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perfectly when the higher grades make a perfect 
use of the lower. And this has never been 
done, for we know how grievously mankind 
has sinned, as we read in the 1niil "All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God" 
(Ro. 3, 23) and again" If we say that we have 
no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us" (I In. I, 8) and in the Quran it says 
"Should God punish men for their perverse 
doings he would not leave on earth a moving 
thing" (16, 63). So we see that as a simple 
matter of history neither the grade of the human 
spirit nor the lower grades used by that spirit 
have perfectly attained their full fruition. 

Hitherto we have been investigating the 
nature of Reality, but the phrase 'the nature of 
Reality' is only another way of speaking of 'the 
purposes of God as expressed in His creation'. 
And when we put it in that form we cannot 
rest content with the fact that the grades of 
Reality have not attained their full fruition. for 
we cannot imagine that such a failure was the 
purpose of almighty God. No! To stop there is 
not to have reached the end of our investigation. 
Man having failed to accomplish the purpose of 
God, some one else surely will have to accomp
lish it-Who? A perfectly holy created being? 
or-God Himself? 

Let us here keep close to facts, not spin 
theories of our own, for to start with a theory 
wiII inevitably lead us astray. All religious 
experience teaches us that man can have direct 
communion with God. To G"d men pray. and 
from God they receive help and guidance. Nay 
more, the goal of all mystics has al ways been 
the perfect union of the soul with God; as St 
Augustine said: "0 Lord Thou hast made us 
for Thyself and our hearts are restless until 
they find rest in Thee", and again Hallaj in one 
of his poems says: 

"Thy Spirit is mingled in my spirit even as 
wine is mingled with pure water. 

When anything touches Thee it touches me. 
Lo, in every case Thou art I." 

. . 
".;I}I ),.. ~\ • ..\_ • .)\ U.i}1 .Y ~.:.IJ .);\ 

.j ,;.~; ..\; .... : .. ,\..1 ~:1.1 0;; .. 11 .r:1.J:\ .i..., 
'-.... . ,. 

JJ'~ LJ:, ,~t.l~\., l~ • .:..j Jll;l.i;;lJ Uo.,._ 

I't11.,. )..k;' '11~ 1..:;1A:;)1 ,,:11 L:.:-- J <$.:JI .)1..:. ~I .... -

I • ., .. - J~ ltt.l~1 J t;...:. v-~ c..",~1 I..i._ • .j 

(.JJ .)1.1..S~.f J,I ... : .. l..\ l;.l ci.; I~J' l .. jl .. ;)I., 

., .. l~ ~lzJ"\":; .$- UoI J ; ~~ t.~; .:,1 .)1_;~1 

.)1 J. J .1;.\ ~!.\j ~ ~ .. :.i.J..1 .)1 ( .,}), ...,.._1 

~!~ ,~II J:"; I.. J~ ..:.~l~ \,1, 1:;..11 L;~). 

L. ob .:U; ~ ~ Ii l) ,\:1..11 .:.A", )..11 It' ..\;':.,..; 

d..i. JJ ,.tll.:_, ~ J .:,_,..1 J< \:1..11 \t-.\;':-i 

~I.;' ".'.w ;.; \..;.~ J . .h. (! t ' J.;.1..1 • J-' 
-: ..\~~I .... t.1I .j JJAlI ;..i.;., . <$.r!.:11 v-+I 

l. " ,. 1 
('I'r:1" J)) (<Ill .;.~ i".i,<IJ IJll.;.1 t:~1 ;1, 

\:_.;1 J.;.i ~:l.;' U..,-:l ~;I l;.:'.jlt -: J'''IIJ 
-' 

-! ;,1.1 .. 11 .j..J.,;J(A:\ ~ ,} (~; .:;1..1 .,r.l., 

• .,b.:,' It!~.:I; L. I'f"'\!;.! ...,.\.;.11 Jil..i.;'\j! }In 
~ -
l~;l; l;,l ~.:.:! l: • .:," (,'I" ~ '}II J.,:lI 0).,.-) . , 
"~)'-~!.r!~1 (.9)1 '}I ~;Il! • ..l' O),t\; J< ;J~ 
4l.-1~ ... ..\;.:_11 1~..I1 ..:,,~ )..11 ~ J-lJ.lI .. A#-I 

~11 .,:..; I.. J ~ .::.:.4 (.J)I .:11; 

. ~:AJ..\ "~:k.j i), .. ~ \..;:~ .j'$ \:. JIJ 

...... t;..j ';'1.;.",1 ... , "! ~I->:. ( .. .<:.i.J..I .... ~k. §JJ 

.)l! .l:.:5" '}III..:.._! ~ ;,.~\ • .i..IJ· ,~I .1\;.;; L. ..\.:.. J 

\.;.;'j •• l.;) ')/1 ~' u.; I!. (:; t 4.<:"tI ":"~)' 
..\'" .... .:,' ../' • ..i. j:. L.;. .) I ) , .. ;; .) \ (31.:_; '1 

l..i_ • ..\~ .,j,;}1 J! ! ;16 .• ~' f J< ),liliJil 

.~,;I L. .. !~ JI l;.J , .. ., J. ~'1, Jil ~;..,-:I .... ,\..1 

Jl>'1 y .)Li~1 ~..\' ;1., . <$;..:.JlJ c..",:rt.J" 

t , • .,~ • ,\.5(! .1S 1' .... ,..\, .)1 J.o.!I j Jil ........... 
• • 

,. - i l ~ ..... \ ...... 11 J~ tl! ,:.l;j;!.I." ~(' .".1 
~ 

t ...... 4111 

;..\§ '11 4: .. 1)1 ),. '}Il~ <.!.l_ .. ;l1 .y l ... ..." f" J J 

electronic file created by cafis.org



'(v YJ~~:IIJa 

Let us then sum up Our argument so far. 
Reality can be divided iuto grades, of which 
the lower are essential to the higher, and the 
higher are the means of bringing the lower to 
their full fruition. And Man, as we know him 
upon this earth, partakes of all four grades. 
His body is made of Matter .. it is matterind welt 
and built up by Life .. upon this living matter 
Mind supervenes and directs and controls it; 
and finally Spirit crowns all, enabling man to 
appreciate absolute values such as Truth, Beauty 
and Goodness, and enduing him with the 
supreme qualities of love, devotion, zeal, a Sense 
of duty, and the like. 

But we can go a stage farther, for the lives 
of heroes and saints show us that the human 
spirit when possessed by the Divine Spirit can 
rise to heights far beyond its native capacity. 
Abraham at the call of God left father and 
home, forsook the religion of his ancestors and 
wandered forth a stranger upon the earth, 
putting his trust wholly in the Spirit of God 
Who inspired him. AI-Hallai in the confident 
sense of spiritual union with God endured 
exquisite tortures with fortitude and serenity. 
Father Damien devoted his life to the service 
of lepers, a service which ultimately re.sulted in 
his catching the same foul disease and dying 
of it. And these are but a few examples out of 
the countless lives of men, yea and womf"n too, 
who have walked the earth as heroes or martyrs 
because their spirits were filled with the Spirit 
of God Almigh ty. 

Now it is clear that these facts which we 
have been exaOlininc, these characteristics of 
the nature of Reality, may gil down lower and 
extend up higher than our brief examination 
has considered. The lower sta,.s do not 
concern us, btlt the higher may do so very 
vitally. Reality suggests first of all that the 
human spirit will never rise to the height of its 
power until it is joined to and governed by 
something higher. But it also suggests some
thing else. If the lower grades of Reality attain 
their full fruition when used by the higher 
:;fades, they will only attain this full fruition 
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To inanimate Matter belong minerals, liq
uids, gases and so forth; they have neither life. 
mind nor spirit, nor i. there anything in their 
nature to suggest the existence of such higher 
grades of Reality as these. When however 
we come to consider Life, we do not find it 
existing by itself but always conjoined with 
matter. All living things-plants, animals, 
men are forms of matter in which life dwells; 
we know nothing of life apart from matter. 
Further when we come to consider Mind we 
see that Mind is only found in living beings
such as men and animals; i.e. Mind is only 
found in conjunction with Life and Matter. 
And lastly, Spirit <at any rate on this earth) is 
never found apart from beings which have also 
Mind, Life and Matter. Thus we find that 
Reality is composed of various grades and the 
higher grades need and make use of the lower. 
grades for their own existence and are never 
found apart from those lower grades. That is 
our first general law in regard to the nature of 
Reality. 

And the second law is that the lower grades 
rise to the full extent of their capacity only 
when indwelt by higher grades. For example 
inanimate Matter by itself has no power of 
growth, but the Matter which forms the bodies 
of plants and animals can grow; i.e. as soon as 
it is indwelt by Life it acquires new capacities, 
new powers. And similarly the powers of a 
living organism devoid or almost devoid of 
Mind such as a plant or a jelly-fish give no 
indication of what matter can do when under 
the influence of Mind, as in the brain of a 
scientist or a poet; so greatly is Matter trans
formed by Mind. And finally neither a scien
tist nor a poet is what he is, because of his 
mental gifts alone, but only when these are 
inflamed by a passion for knowledge and truth, 
patriotism, a love of justice or some other great 
and ennobling ideal, is he able 10 make his dis
coveries or write his poems. In a word, only 
when Spirit ·comes and indwells Mind, is Mind 
able to produce it. greatest works. 
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IS THE INCARNATION IMPOSSIBLE? 

Praise be to God Who created the heavens; 
Who formed the earth and made it; He estab
lished it, He created it not a waste, He formed 
it to be inhabited, Yea, the heaven. declare 
the glory of God: and the firmament showeth 
His handiwork. Praise be to Him Who created 
man and breathed of His Spirit into Adam; 
Who left not man without a witness of Him
self, both sending him prophets and teaching 
him by the works of His creation, for the in
visible things of Him since the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being perceived through 
the things that are made: To Him be the praise 
and the glory for ever and ever, Amen! 

In this age when God has revealed so much 
to man of material things, so that he is able to 
fiy in the air, to send messages over half the 
earth in a moment of time, to cure diseases 
previously thought to be incurable, and do 
many other things impossible for our fore
fathers-in this age, I say, when God has given 
luch great material revelations to man, surely 
we shall do right to ask ourselves what spirit
ual truths He is likewise revealing to man 
through His creation if only we have eyes to 
see them. Let us then examine the Universe 
and try to discover what le.sons it has to teach 
us. 

I shaIl call the sum total of finite existence 
whether visible or invisbl., • Reality'. Our 
search then will be to discover the nature of 
Reality. First of all we notice that in Reality 
there are various grades, some higher and some 
lower. The number of these grades maybe very 
great, but for our present purpose it will be 
sufficient to notice four main ones, namely in
animate matter, life, mind and spirit. It is not 
necessary for the argument of this article to 
attempt an accurate definition of any of these 

terms but a word may be said as to our distinc

tion between Mind and Spirit. Here Mind is 

taken to include reason and instinct, and Spirit 

is taken to be the capacity to appreciate absol

ute value, such as duty and love. 
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separate us. The unity of the body of the Christ 
i. for us more than its vestments. ,Vhile dif
ferin&" in dogma, we no longer oppose each 
other; we seek to understand. We know that 
we are soldiers in the same army. And at our 
meetings, reverently listening to some speaker 

from a distant land, we often feel the blessed 
presence of Him who has promised to make us 
One with Himself. 

Round about us surges the angry turmoil of 

the world. What is the Christmas message to 

the battling multitudes? Is it not peace, love, 

unity? Shall they never be brought about 

shall the struggle for life never be transformed, 

into teh fraternal co-operation for life? If the 

spirit of love and light be born again in the 

darkness of our hearts, we need not despair, 

Wherever we see a man overcome his own 

lower nature to attain wisdom and purity, 

wherever we see selfish desites sacrificed in 

brotherly love, we know We have an ally. 

Even if it be but a cup of water offered in the 

name of Him who is ali-merciful as almighty, 

we know the giver is climbing up the mountain 

crowned by the sanctuary of our God. Let us 

not be despondent, there are many more sus

tainers, allies, brethren, than we know of. 
Without our knowing it, we are encircled by 
currents of prayer. of unselfishness, of love, of 
ideal aims,:of willingness to sacrifice. akin to 

all that is best and noblest within ourselves. 
There is so much good in OUr fellow-men, if 
only we kllow how to look for it. Allies lur
round us on every side. Let us pray God for 
His grace first to recognize them and after-
wards to love them. 

May the ble •• ing of God in this Christmas 
season fill our mind. with wisdom, our hearts 
with unselfishness. Then we will indeed know 
how good and pleasant is i. when brethren 
dwell together in unity! 
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with indifference or hostility upon all those 
who differ from us in race, language, garments, 
mode of life. We fail to recognize them as 
allies in the great battle of life. 

A great literary critic in Sweden. some 30 to 
40 years ago, was so accustomed to fight the 
materialistic tendencies of his age that when a 
new spirit came over literature, he failed to 
perceive it. He kept on attacking young poets 

who really were combating hi. own foes, thoui:h 
with modes of expression unfamiliar to him. 

They ultimately carried to triumph the essential 
things the blind old critic loved. His tragedy 
was that he did not recognize allies. 

How many good and holy men and women 

are even now in the same position! We 
love our ideals and serve them faithfully, but 

we do not always clearly see that they can be 

as faithfully. though differently, served by 
others.-India's sacred books speak of God as 
residing in a sanctuary on the top of a high 
mountain. From round about its foot many 
climb upwards. They think their paths are 

different. But the Lord of the summit see. them 

coming in one direction only: towards Him. 

When looking at our fellow men, let us re

member that what really counts is their will. 
If they are resolved upon the same purpose as 

ourselves, they are indeed our comrades in 
arms, and should be recognized-and loved-as 

such. 

The Fellowship of Unity in Cairo is a broth
erhood of Christians of many varying heliefs 
and rites. Twenty years ago many of us would 
have been in some cases opposed to each other, 

in most cases indifferent, ignoring each other, 
Now, through the blessing of God and the 
labours of His servants, we have learnt to 
recognize each others as fellow worshippers, as 
fellow stewards of the mysteries of God. We 
now meet together in commen devotion, in 
common prayer and praise. We still cherish 

the beliefs of our childhood, but they no longer 

• ..i. ~).~ ,:,1,,-1 J .w:'1 J ~ J~I • It""" ~I 
~.I~YI 

o¥ ~ l:,:; J"" ..,...z .M-L• ':'J),J .J J 
• .:;J\;. ~I J r.~ J. ~IJ 0>~1 J .,."I-IJ .;..\,..IJ 

.I~I JI y;1I ~ )i:i ,:, ~ t:. J~ .J. Ij J • ..\ .. I J 
• ..,.,,\ __ 1 JI .,.\::11 J\ 4;..UI JI u-41 J u;"..,~ j 

1S~(Jlol:l-1 .r-J"",,) \;j ,\J"'~J ,:,i ..{\;J.;l:l-I 

..\;~ ~:... ~!) JI i:fJ'j.,: ..i.:.. ..\!J-Ji ,:>I! J rlt , 
J ,-!>\ll J,,:ll '-!)\? J~ .1.. .. V .,-; ~ .).>1 - . ..,,1, ~II) 0.4!"\~ C,J) .;1 JI.;,~ f ~\ J- .~ 

c.J:.il1 ..,,~..:JI .1"..:.. ~\t' J- r JI~ J! . V. )"fO ~ 
~ .."dl_~~ •• I ... I~. ':'jJlI; ~I J 1';(( 

" 

JI .,pl~ll )l ... ~;1 JI rt=l~ .::.>I..\iJ • yo If )..\! t 
.,;\-' \A §.:. ~ J \~ > J.ill ~ J .k..!.i J ",. \~ 

.... l! 1 ci J"" r..\~ J .. ~ ~Li 'YI 
,. "... 
Y~) - ~\:'<;IJ ..,.WI;\:;' .... :.,.;. ':'JJ;?J J , 

\:1-JI J:l1 .:;.!.~; .;,...:i. l.Li ..... ,,11 I..i. J _ (W J 

,:,L. ~)..\; ':'1.;,- j~ §.J J 4;L.IJ u":>\;.4 ~.J.i J 

..\! J~ t,:..,b. .;,(: 4::"WI • .;>I~lIJ \:WI J:l11..i. 

.."dU!,h 4;L. ~I • ..i. J u":>I;' ~\ I..i. ~ .;, ~ "11 , . 
~(( J.\ ..,. f::; .... ..\&11 ..\al ~ _ b 4~ 

..\~.1 " .. A.- ..\a J • Jjg J~ 4; J- ..,...\.0. J v-l~ 
r" J.WlI JiJ" ... "ll':'J.ul..Jllt~ o>..\.w> .,.L..:. 

4 • .<)1 J Jl-'I ~~I .;,(IJ 4~ I"~L..,:,I ,:,~ 

4:JI J ... ,,1I ·Li~1 : .1.. .. ..\ .. IJ .~I JI ~,It t1o!: 

L. YOnll,:,\ § ..i:J~!.....:.~IJI.:::>\" jJI)a.:i L..c..i 

../ rJi v-Ai J- tr"""'; .::.,,!oi 1 JA J • ;,1;1 4T' rt"! 
J U ,lA.b. J ,:>I. j.r. I ~-... .J ~JI ." j .;.iI \ 

I".i--!' J t )~I ':"~ J (,U5;1I 
J!.AII J ..,..iL:QI >~I ~ yo J~)..\:JJ 
.:f!~ll.;,. J.ii 4T' 4AJ ;l\4t,;' Y I ~:!\ .!.II: • .;."...J.I 

,:,((~ .. c.J:.....:.~ ..i;; .. : ('1"""Al. J t.IJ~ .,jj\:;.1 ~ 
J!. J':' .,r.J J ~ I.:~ .:f!.;.)l.... \:~ ':'J~ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol. XXIV. JANUARY 1928 No. I 

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 

CHRISTMAS GREETI NG. 

(By H.E. Humid de Bildt. the Swedish Minister 

in Egypt). 

Of old the season when the sun pauses for a 
day before bringing back the longer days of 
spring has been a festival of peace and of 
good cheer. Even before the advent of Christ
ianity the ancient Norse Vikings celebrated 
the winter solstice, "Yule Tide," the time when 
darkness is deepest and yet the ultimate tri
umph of the sun is certain. This was a time 
of festive gathering, of sacrifices, and of peace. 
A solemn truce suspended all tribal feuds at 
this season, though in a few days they would 
start afresh, Since the message of the angels 

at Bethlehem mid-winter is more than ever a 
season of good will and of peace. 

But peace does not last for long in this world 
of strife, where the peoples so furiously rage 
together. Our outward foes are different, but 
our moral foes are the same to all races and at 
all times. In modern Africa as in ancient 
Scandinavia two great enemies oppose every 
progress of man towards his Maker. These 
are Ignorance and Egotism, and from these 
spring sin, want and all other evils. Ignorance 
blinds our understandings, egotism shuts us 
out from the hearts of our fellow·men. 

Now this struggle, as we all know, is a hard 
and unceasing one. But if we meditate awhile, 

we shall know that we are not fighting a1one. 
God is with us, and to every prayer sent up 
reverently and trustfully He sends down a 
response. Moreover, there is around every man 
or woman who earnestly strives for wisdom 
and unselfishne •• an array of unknown friends 
in disguise, helpers fighting the same foes. 

We are limited by ignorance, we are familiar 
with onc creed, one form of worship, one 
standard of conduct, and we are prone to look 
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the loving care of friends; when hope is van
quished by despair; then Thou art seen, sit
ting on the throne of Thy greatness, and heads 
are bowed in awe, and souls quiver and hands 
tremble and hearts throb as Thou sayest, "It is 
I who have acted" and physicians and kind
red and neighbours reply, "To Thy command 
we bow, Thou, Thou art God." 

• • • 
When the world forsakes a man, and look

ing to wealth he sees that it is transient, to 
fame he finds it passing away, to confidence 
he finds it illusory, to hopes he finds them fad
ing, to desires he finds them deceitful, to pleas
ures he finds them fading from him; then, when 
he depends no longer on fame and wealth, and 
quiets in himself the stirrina;s of vain desires, 
what then can satisfy his empty, aching soul but 
to call upon Thy Name,-Thou, Thou art God. 

• • * 
When the eye is held by the crace of an 

opening flower, or charmed by earth's smilinc 
beauty; when the senses are captivated by the 
fresh breath of the morning and the matin song 
of birds; when pleasure fills the breast and the 
heart is at rest; then dawns Thy bri,htness in 
the illumination of beauty and seeing Thee we 
say, "Thou, Thou art God". 

* • • 
Whon the soul is visited by glimpses of alt 

knowinc greatness, of mercy, of executant 
power, of everlastingness, of majesty and 
beauty, then men are moved to name Thee the 
Mighty, the !All-Knowina;, the Merciful, the 
Everlasting, the Glorious in Beauty as in Might , 
and then the heart responds with her inward 
mUlic:; and sings, "Thou, Thou art God". 

(Dr. Mansour Fahmy. 
Translated by Wasil Abd el Malik 

and one of the Editors of the Magazine). 
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silence sounds out Thy Voice; and then does 
Thy Greatness touch the soul that is awed and 
calmed at the touch. Then does that darken
ed sky wear a smile .s of the dawn, and the 
silence of night is filled On all sides with a 
heavenly symphony. and then the adoring soul 
cries out-" Thou, Thou art God" 

* * • 
When one in meditation on the shore lets 

hi. gaze wander to that far distance where the 
blue of the sea mingles with the blue of heav
en; and where the noble sun gently inclines like 
pure molten gold sinking in that glowing plain 
of waters, and w~ere the lilver-sailed vessel 
floats in the many coloured twilight like a bird 
flying to the very gates of paradise; then i. 
the pondering soul conscious of greatness 
unlimited, beside which the wideneso of the sea 
is narrow. And then as the eye drinks in the 
calmness of that scene and the little ship borne 
on the cradle of the waters and guided Oil her 
course over the vast plains of ocean. and as 
the revelation of greatness and of calm quiets 
the soul before that vision of beauty; the heart 
beats to the measure of a song that fill. the 
soul-uThou, Thou a.rt God." 

* • • 
And when a ship has put far out to sea, and 

storms arise and winds buffet and threatening 
clouds veil the face of heaven and lightning 
flashes and thunder roars, and billow i. piled 
on billow and the waves play with tbe ship, 
and the sea strives against her, and the seamen 
are at their wits' end, their ship well-nigh sink
ing and death lying in wait for them on every 
hand; then do Thy bright rays pierce the 
darkness, then does Thy compassion surronnd 
them in their dangers an d reach with a saving 
life-line those in peril and despair. Then in
deed the tongue proclaims, "Thou, Thou art 
God." 

* * * 
When to one surrounded by the care of 

physicians and watching friends comes only 
increase of sickness, as he lies surrounded by 
the hopes and the prayers of his loved ones; 
when the skill of the physicians fails, and all 
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their right interpretation does not arise. A 
child can see at once what Christ wants us to 
believe in this respect about GOD. We should 
therefore expect that Fatherhood like this 
would make Him ever ready to forgive those 
whose hearts are not closed against Him, and 
this is exquisitely:expressed in what is d.escribed 
as the Parable of the Prodigal Son, but which 
would be better called the Parable of the Merci
ful Father. GOD's omnipotence does not in
fringe upon the self-determination of His 
children. He respects their liberty and will 
not overwhelm them save by love's constraint, 
nor will He hustle them into compliance with 
Hi. purposes. The son may go his own way 
and grossly misuse his freedom, but even in 
this case the Father's love abides 5tedfast, and 
nothing of it is withdrawn from the erring son. 
The compassion of the Father is waiting to re
ceive him, and the moment he begins to return, 
even"while he is yet a great way off" the Father 
goes forth to meet him with welcome and 
pardon. Again the teaching is so lucid that 
the lowest in understanding can grasp it ......... 

Christ does 11 ot teach, bowever, that God is 
a kind of good-natured Father who is always 
ready to overlook sin. The Fatherhood of God 
necessarily expresses itself in severity against 
th')se who sin against love, To forgive sin is 
not to overlook it, to forgive sin is not merely 
to remit a merited penalty. The Father can be, 
must be, just and severe because He is the lov~ 
ing Father. His very love for them demands 
that His children shall be holy, and His love 
must go forth in the energy of anger against 
that which is hateful. "So likewise shall My 
Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not everyone his brother 
their trespasses" Matt. 18: 35). 

A SOULS' MEDITATION. 

THOU, THOU ART GOD. 

When the imagination turns to the heavens 
where the stars are sprinkled on the night, 
and when the eye fails to penetrate the infinite 
depths of the darkness, and when the soul 
bows1down in lonely awe at the silence, then 
dost Thou reveal Thy Countenance through the 
darkened heaven; and then in that reigning 
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reason, by the way, it is much more congenial 
with Christianity than with Buddhism). In the 
third place, holding these beliefs, it necessarily 
lays tremendous emphasis on moral education 
ior the purpose of training in social duties. 

Its defects and limitations, however, are al
most equally obvious. It is not only optimistic. 
It is fat too optimistic. Its analysis of human 
nature is too shallow to be real. It offers no 
sufficient power or motive to remake human 
nature. It has no dynamic. Though extra
ordinarily clean and high-minded in its philos
ophy and literature, it is none the less 
primitive-refiecting, for instance, the primitive 
patriarchal attitude toward women. Further
more, in its idealizing. of the past, in its 
worship of precedent and convention, it is 
fundamentally unprogressive. Finally, from 
the point of view of religion, it is OIl a level he
low all the redemptive religions. It is frankly a 
polytheistic nature religion. It takes no thought 
for the individual soul and does not eveo at_ 
tempt to offer salvtion. 

When we turn from Confucianism to Christ
ianity, we find in Christianity every virtue that 
we have found in Confucianism. And we find 
in addition what the Confucian lacks and for 
want of which he has, without knowing it, been 

starved-namely one personal God, higher and 
mightier than Heaven, yet loving and near, 
revealed in a Saviour who seeks to win and 
save every human soul, remakin" his old 
nature into a new likeness to God, a Saviour 
who teaches in terms of the family and the 
kingdom yet who gives not merely commands 
but power to create a Ki ngdom of God on 
earth, whose Golden Age lies not in the past 
but in the future. 

GOD'S LOVE. 

(An extract from II The Glory of God in the Incarnation 
of the Word" by W. H. G. Holmes, M.A.) 

" ............ No one can read OUT Lord's teach· 
ing without immediate apprehension of the 
truth of the particularity of the Father's love, 
The words are so simple and lucid, so entirely 
lacking in any obscurity, that the question of 
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velop it properly, man should live in harmony 

with Nature and adapt himself to her moral 

ways. The ideal, which Confucius calls "per

fect humanity," was complete accord with the 
law. of Nature which for him were not un

moral (as with us) but plainly moral. This per

fect virtue will show itself in all the relations 
of life. To explain how it work. Confucius 

gave a kind of "rule of thumb," which brine. 

the theory down to common-sen.e practice. It is 

called "The Five Relation. and their Virtue .... 

This rule name. the five mo.t important rela

tion. in life with the virtue proper to each. 

I. Father and Son-Affection. 

2. Sovereien and Suhject-Ju.tice. 

3. Husband and Wife-Separate duties. 

4' Elder and Youncer-proper precedence. 

5. Friend.-Fidelity. 
• 

In all the.e relations, he said, man should 

maintain the principle of reciprocity which he 

defined in a negative Golden Rule, saying, "Do 

not to others what you would not have them 

do to you." 

Thus filial piety and political righteousness 

are always fnndamental in Chinese thoucht. 

Their ethics have always been expressed in 

terms of the family and the state. 

It is not difficult, even after this brief review 

to mark the .trong point. of Confucianism, 

and to note in it virtues which even in hi,her 

religions have sometimes been wantin,. In 

the first place, it view. the univer.e as fund

amentally moral and ultimately on the side of 

morality. It therfore takes an optimistic view 

of the possibilities of human nature and human 

society. In the .econd place, its ethics is a so

cial ethic., springing from the life of a group 

and designed to advance and raise the life of a 

group-either the family or the State. (For this 
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largest units, the provincial officials those in 
control of the forces of nature in their pro
vinces-and so on down to the lowest official •. 
The only form of worship official/II left to the 
common people and the only form of worsbip 
practised by Emperor, officials, and people 
alike is ancestor worship, which has always 
been the religion of most central importance to 
the Chinese. 

The highest and most characteristic feature 
of the Chinese state religion is the worship of 
Heaven. The supreme divinity;Heaven is wor
shipped by the Emperor (The Son of Heaven) 
alone. He is more than a mere sky-god. He 
is supreme above all spirits and gods, and 
more than that, he is a moral god. It is he 
who originated and sustains and guards the 
mo.ral order of the universe. In "Heaven" or 
"Supreme Ruler" (Shang Til we reach the 
highest point in the Chinese state religion. 
That religion, of which I have spoken in the 

present tense, is now being increasingly neg

lected. The last sacrifice to Heaven was made 
eleven years ago by President Yuan. As an 

official cultus the religion is nearly dead and 

of course will never revi ve. 

Far more persistent and vital, far more val
uable to the Chinese people, is the moral 
system of Confucius, with which Chinese 
thought and feeling has been saturated for 
three thousand years. For Confucius, who lived 
in the sixth century before Christ and served 
his country as teacher, scholar, and statesman 
rightly proclaimed that he was not an origin
ator but a transmitter, "believing in and loving 
the ancients." His ethical teaching is thus all 
the more interesting and valuable because it 
does not depend on him personally but remain. 
typical of China, ancient and modern. 

Confucius teaches that nature is fundament
ally good. The natural order of the universe' 
ordained and controlled by Heaven is essen
tially moral. Man is a part of Nature. Hence 
man, too, is fundamentally good. Human 
nature at bottom is essentially sound. To 
maintain his good moral nature and to de-
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:rades of religion generally continue on into 
the higher grades. Polytheism generally in
cludes a substratum of animism, and even 
redemptive religions, among the masses of 
their believers, include in some form both ani
mism and polytheism. (Note for instance, 
the belief in spirits and the saint-worship 
found both in Christianity and Islam). 

2. The lower down you go the more nearly 
alike all religions become; the higher up you 
go the more different they are. Animism is 
the same everywhere, whether found by itself 
or as a lower stratum in higher reli:ions. Poly
theism is fundamentally the same everywhere 
but always takes on much local colour and 
variety. (Compare, for instance, the gods of 
Greece with those of ancient Egypt). But 
Salvation religions differ from each other most 
markedly of all. They have been largely devel
oped by individuals and for individuals and 
hence display more individuality. SometimeS 
they differ in almost every respect except in 
the common purpose of offering salvation. 

Of the three religions we shall treat, Con_ 
fucianism is a combination of animism and 
polytheism; Buddhism is a great redemptive 
religion; and Hinduism contains so many 
varied elements that it is not easy to classify. 

CONFUCIANISM. 

To begin, then, with Confucianism, we find at 
the outset that the term has two meanings, of 
which we shall include both. It may mean the 
moral teachings uttered by Confucius (though 
inherited rather than originated by him) and 
it may mean the Chinese State Religion and it 
may mean both. The Chinese State Religion 
has cGntinued much the same in belief and 
practice for the past 2500 years. It is a typi
calpolytheistic state nature religion-reminding 
us in many respects of the religion of ancient 
Rome. It combines nature worship and an
cestor worship. It includes a minimum of belief, 
for its important features are the many rites of 
worship. These rites are performeR at the pro
per times and in the proper manner by the offi
cials of the state in order to maintain favour
able relations with all the nature spirits and 
gods for the purpose of securing the material 
welfare of all the inhabitants. The Emperor 
worships the gods and spirits which control the 
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stages, each higher than the last. By" spirits" 
we mean the belief in and worship of spirits in 
nature, in animals, and in men. It includes both 
nature worship and ancestor worship. One 
grade higher is the belief in and worship of 
gods-many gods-for gods are higher beings. 
than spirits. Gods are more developed and 
civilized than spirits and their worshippers are 
more developed and civilized than the worship
pers of spirits. At this level were the religions 
of ancient Egypt, Babylonia. Greece and Rome 
and the living religions of Shinto in Japan and 
Confncianism in China. 

The religion of spirits-often called ani
mism-and the religion of many gods-often 
called polytheism-have much in common, 
They are both nature religions. We call them 
f' nature" religions for three reasons. First, 
because the spirits and god. worshipped are 
mostly nature spirits and nature gods-spirits 
of mountains, rivers and trees or gods of sky, 
sun, and Ocean. Second, because the!e spirits 
and gods are worshipped to .atisfy natural 
wants-the desire for good crops or children 
or good weather or riches or prosperity. Third
ly, becanse they are almost entirely concerned 
with material welfare in this life. 

Far above these two lower grades is the third 
and highest that we have called salvation. This 
highest type of relgion does not offer material 
goods limited to this life. The highest relig
ions offer salvation or redemption. Hence 
they are often called Redemptive Religions. 
They offer a spiritual salvation to the individ
ual soul and a salvation not merely in this life 
but chiefly in the life to come. Thus their 
message is one both of redemption and of im
mortality. All religions (high or low) include 
belief in a life after death, but the salvation 
religions lay special stress on tbe life to come. 
The spiritual salvation of the individual soul 
and the promise of a blessed immortality
these are the great characteristics of the re
demptive religions. Furthermore, not being 
national and aiming at the redemption of the 
individual soul, they are meant for all men 
everywhere; they make universal claims and 
are therefore missionary. 

Two further points of interest will help to 
make future discussion clear. 

1. The beliefs and practices of the lower 
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['ull 

CONFUCIANISM 

A greill relilion of the East. 

The Rev. James Thayer Addison, B.D., S.T.M., Professor 
of the History of Religion and Missions, Episcopal 
Theological School, Cambridge, Mass, U.S.A. has 
lately visited Egypt and we were able to secure from 
him an account of three great world religions. We 
publish the first of these. 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of these three brief essays on 
three of the world's great living religions is 
two-fold. First, to explain as clearly and in
partially as I can, speaking as a student of the 
history of religion, the teaching of each relig
ion and its contribution to the welfare of man
kind. Second, to estimate not only its value 
but also its defects and failings, speaking 
frankly from the Christian point of view, and 
to show how Christianity fulfil. what is best in 
each religion and richly supplies what in each 
is lacking. 

The three religions I propose to treat are 
Confucianism,Buddhism, and Hinduism. Since 
they represent different types of religion, I can 
best begin by a brief introduction. 

There are three main stages or grades of 
religion. The first and lowest we may name 
by the word spirits, the second by the word 
gods, and the third by the word salvation. 
Spirits, gods, salvation·-these are the three 
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ed us because He first loved us. He does not 

save us and scorn us, as some do when they 
make institutions of refuge for women who 
have sinned. He saves us lind loves us with a 
love that sees that with Him and through His 

love we can become beautiful, glorious, noble. 

loving, ,harers of His th"ughts, His work. His 
love. In the ordinary paths of pleasure when 
a woman becomes old. ugly, worn, diseased, 

she is humiliated, cast off. Jesus the Lover 
never casts off a soul that wants Him The 

soul is }ovpd with an everlasting love, and in 

spite of all weakness and all falls He make. it 

more fair, more fit to share His everlasting' life. 
We who have tried the wonders of His for

giveness and His love tell you that This is the 

Lover you need for this world and the next .. 

Your sist~r, 
C. E. P. 
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Who would repent because a stranger told her, 
to, or the wise words of a book told her to, 

while close at haud there was warm pleasure 
within her reach and the thirst of the human 
heart for satisfaction 1 

And yet my sister your letter shows that 
there is part of you unsati.tied yet. You are 
beginning to be anxious and to enquire about 
the next life-what comes after the pleasures of 
sin 1 With all your plealures you are lonely 
and far from real friends who can help the 
deeper part of your nature that has to go on 
living when these sins or pleasures are past. 
You are so far from friends who can help 
you that you have to write to the unknown 
editor of a magazine. Poor child, though 
there were many round you to help you sin 
there was not one to help your noble everlast
ing soul. And yet your lonely soul was not 
quite deadened. In the midst of pleasures and 
sins there came to you again and again the 
question "What next? 'Vhat, when I am old 
and ugly and tired? What after this life?" 
That was the voice of your deepest nature 
starved and hungry, offered bodily passion in
stead of deep true love,;yet not dead. That 
woman's nature of yours i5 built for pure deep 
unselfish love, stronger and richer than the love 
of pleasure, and there is One who offers it to 
you. Others have offered you temptations or 
temporary pleasures that even while you en
joyed them have left you in your deepest nat· 
ure unsatisfied. Others again in letters have 
offered you good advice. He only offers you 
utter inexhaustible pure love that satisties the 
longing soul. The letters of two of your sist
ers published this month show what they have 
fonnd in Him. They love to call Him by the 
dear name of Saviour, for that He has been to 
them and to me. Saviour from the bad past 
and saviour from the evil ever present which 
would drag us down and· stifle our true natures. 
Bllt that word Saviour does not tell all that He 
is. No one name can do that. 

"The love of Jesus what it is 
None but His loved Olles know." 

He is Saviour because He is Lover. He sav-
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..... ;JI,Jrll 4!l..U.:1 ;\::All '\ . 
see His mercy and His unspeakable love, for 
He did not pass sentence upon her but saved 
her from her sin. And this is the saving power 
and the gredt love of Jesus to everyone who 
repents and turns from his former sin. 

In SI. Luke 7. we have the story of the sav
inc of a sinful woman. We see her sorrow and 
her weeping and her true remorse and her re~ 
pentanee, and how she bore hardness and 
scorn to be saved from the burden of her sin, 
and how, her purpose being such, she received 
more than she asked or expected. For the 
LordJesus, with His heart of pity and His pure 
grace, looked on her with the look of compas
sion and said to her, .. Oh woman thy faith 
hath saved thee, go in peace." 

There is no salvation in any other, for there 
is no other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we may be saved (Acts 4: 12). 

Lastly I will tell you of myself, for I feel 
with you because I was myself· in your case, 
for there is no difference before God, the 
waees of sin is death whether that sin is called 
little or great. 

But I tell you with joy of the power of Jesus 
which saved me. Turn to Him, dear sister, and 
confess to Him all your sin. For if we confess 
our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all iniquity. Do 
not delay for life is short and its last moment 
unknown. May Jesus call you and the angels 
welcome you, for there is joy over one sinner 
that repenteth more than over ninety and nine 
just persons that need no repentance. 

From one who has become a Christian, 
H.K. 

(4) 

DEAR SISTER IN BAGHDAD, 

A. I read your letter I feel deep sympathy 
with you, for like all of u. YOU enjoy pleasure 
and you have followed it even into sinful ways, 
and others instead of helping you, have lured 
you further along these paths. And nOw you .0 not feel repentant, Of what use is it to 
write you letters telling yOU to repent or to 
consider how much better i. virtue than vice? 
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(2) 

My dear Sister, whom Christ loved and for 
whom He gave Himself. 

By the guidance of the Holy Spirit the Com· 
forter and tho Life giver, I advise you to pray 
with tears of the eyes and of the heart, and 
with meditation, saying sentence by sentence 
Psalm 51; and when you worship, picture in 
your mind, (closing both your eyes and your 
heart to the world and its passing pleasures), 
the Lord Jesus, King of Glory, wandering on 
this earth hungry and thirsty and wearied to 
save you, my sister whom He loves. Love 
Him as He loves you. Fill your mind and 
occupy your thoughts with His pure love. 
Pray, saying, "0 Jesus rule in my heart", then 
when Satan comes to tempt you, you will find 
Jesus the Deliverer. Pray as David prayed, 
"Oh Jesus, Who hast conquered Satan, bring 
my feet out of his nel." 

The Saviour said, "On the palms of My 
hands have I engraven thee." (Is. 49. 16). He 
engraved you on the palms of His hands when 
He was lifted up on the Cross, His palms 
pierced by nails in order to lift you up from the 
curse of destruction and hell. And now in 
heaven His palms are engraved with nail 
prints, that those wounds may intercede for 
you when you are tempted and drawn towards 
love of mortal sin. 

Another counsel,-undertake some service 
for God and for others. Picture again Jesus 
in heaven, Conqueror, Victorious. Thanks be 
to God that He gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Cnrist. Do you love Him as 
He loved you? If you love Him you will hate 
the sin that He hates. Go on seelcing with 
perseverance as the Saviour told us, saying, 
"Oh Conquering Jesus, bring my feet out of 
the net." 

Your sister who cares about your salvation, 
W.I. 

(3) 

o you who are under the heavy burden of 
sin, only come to the Lord Jesus, Who is the 
Friend of sinners, and He will.receive you and 
give you rest and peace. 

In St. John 8. is a story of a woman who had 
fallen whom they brought to the Lord Jesus to 
pass sentence upon her for her sin, But we 
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this will He forgive to whom He pleaseth." 
(Sura Women 48). And He also says, "Say: 
o my servants who have transgressed to your 
own hurt, despair not of God's mercy, for all 
sins doth God forgive." (Sura Troops 54). And 
again, "Full truly of mercy i. thy Lord unto 
men despite their sins." (Sura Thunder 7). 
Or again, "He who doeth evil, or shall have 
acted against his own weal, and then shall ask 
pardon of God, will find God Forgiving, Merci
ful." (Sura Women 1(9). And other texts 
show that God forgives all sins when men turn 
to Him sincerely as says the text, "Him who 
shall come to God with a sound heart." (Sura 
Poets 89). 

My dear, do not despair of the mercy of God, 
for His mercy is wide as all things and He is 
the Most Merciful of them that show mercy. 
Only I advise you to ask of Him alone, without 
intermediary or mediator, that He will forgive 
you and put Satan far from you and make you 
turn to Him, and when this petition is made 
with sincerity and conviction and faith in the 
answering of it, then be sure, my dear, that 
God will answer your prayer and snatch you 
by the hand of His mercy from tbe pit of sin, 
and disgust you with it and make you disso
ciate yourself from it. See what Ollr greatest 
Prophet Muhammad said in that word of his, 
ilGodA lmighty saith, Let a man think what he 
will of Me." And the Prophet once went to 
see a man in his death agony and said to him, 
"How do you find yourself?" The man replied, 
"I find myself fearful because of my faults and 
I ask the mercy of my Lord." Then said the 
Prophet, "Fear and Petition never met together 
in the heart of a worshipper in this land with
out God's granting him safety and freedom 
from his fears." A nd the Prophet said also, "If 
the worshipper has committed a sin it is written 
down against him." And an Arab said, "But if 
he repented of it?" He replied, "Then it is 
wiped out." The questioner said, "But if he 
repeated the .in?" The Prophet replied, "It 
will be written against him." The Arab said, 
"And if he again repented?" He said, It is 
wiped off his page." The Arab said, "How 
many times?" The Prophet said, <lAs many 
times as he repents and asks forgiveness will 
he find it from God, for God tires not of for
giving until man tires of seeking His for
giveness." 

Peace be upon you and the mercy of God 
from your sincere sister, 

NIAMAT ALLAH NASH!. 
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attempting to give answers to matters which 
only sciellce can give. 

We see then that Science and Religion dif
fer fundamentally. But they cannot con
tradict one another, because they give answers 
to completely different queslions. Further they 
can be reconciled (if we can speak of recon· 
ciliation betwe~n things which are not in real~ 
ity opposed) because both are the results of our 
natural activities; both have arisen out of 
human need~; namely, our nature is such that 
we desire to know how things work; and why 
we exist. Science and religion are reconciled 
in God alone; because it is to Hini that we 
owe our ability to ask these two questions 
How anrl Why. 

.. WHO WAS A SINNER" 

We have already published some answers to the 
following pathetic letter which was written to an 
Indian Moslem magazine by a girl in Baghdad. 

"1 am a girl of twenty, and since I was twelve I have 
committed every sin that can possibly cross a human 
mind. I have experienced every pleasure that life can 
offer, but alas! when I look beyond death to see what 
awaits me, I only see the doors of hell wide open to 

welcome me. 

Can you suggest any way by which I can be saved? 

I have been told to repent. but that i$ out of the 
question, as I enjoy this life of mine though it is evil. 
What is the way by which I can escape from hell and 
its tortures ?" 

This month we publish some more answers that 
have reached our office. The first is froUl a Moslem 
girl who writes from Ashmoun; the next two are from 
Egyptian writers (whose names and addresses are in 
possession of the editors) who have become Christians; 
the last is from one of the editors of the magazine. 
We have slightly shortened all of them. 

(I) 

My dear and loved sister Sayyida M.A.M. 
in Baghdad. 

Peace upon you and the mercy of God! I 
have read with the sisterly spirit of Islam your 
question to the Indian paper and the reply 
written to you by the editor of that magazine. 
and I should like to send you the following 
reply from myself. 

God Almighty says in the Noble Qllran. 
"Verily. God will not forgive the union of 
other gods with Himself! But other than 
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(3) Whence came this. What has been its 
history. If it be a living creature by 
what stages did it develop? 

(4) How did it come to be al it is; what 

factors have been operative in its gen

esis, development, evolutionJor history? 

These are the scientific questions. But 
science never asks what is the meaning and 
value of this? What is behind it all? Forwhen 
we seek to know "why" we approach the do
main of religion. 

To show the clear difference between the 
spheres of religion and science I will quote 
from a scholar: "Science tiles t" show how 
Our world assumed its present form and how 
all that we observe hangs together. ReliJ;ion 
explains why man and the universe exist. 
Science gives us power. Religion inspires us 
to use those powers aright and to the glory of 
God. Science is the systematic organization of 
observed facts. Religion is concerned with 
Purpose and Power which lie behind the 
schemes which science makes." Science thus 
deals with the thin!:"s which are temporal; 
Religion deals with the things which are eter· 
nal. Religion is interpretative, as opposed to 
science which is descriptive. Science as a 
philosophy of life is hopeless, because it can· 
not satisfy us. It tells us much that is pro· 
foundly interesting and important, but it 
cannot reveal to us the hidden things of the 
heart-it is relicion which satisfies our long· 
ings to know why we came into being, and 
whither we are moving. i.e. what i. the pur· 
pose of life. It is moreover the Christian 
religion which gives us the real answer to that 
problem, in the message liven by Jesus Christ. 

We have seen then that religion and science 
occupy completely two different domains. 
Many of the difficulties we hear about to· day 
arise from the fact that many scientists have 
left their own sphere, and made science give 
answers to questions which science by itlS very 
nature cannot answer. Likewise some relig
ious men have trodden on scientists' land, by 
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aids religion. We said that there should not 

be any conflict between religion and science, 

because the aims and moods of each are quite 

different. Let us examiDe. the methods. and 

aims of science first. 

Science is the attempt of man to describe the 

processes of nature. It is reached by "recogniz

ed methods of observation and experiment, re

gistration and measurement." Men have made 

such observations and experiments; then de~ 

duced a theory, and lastly applied that theory 

to see if it will fit the known facts. Thus they 

reach certain descriptive formulre which are 

known as U Laws of Nature." These laws are 

convenient statements of what happens when 

certain conditions are satisfied. In brief sci

ence says-If this-then that. 

If, for instance the water in a kettle be heated 

it will pass into stearn. and this water vapour 

will be so expansive that its pressure may lift 

the lid of the kettle. 

Sometimes mor,e accurate experiments show 

that some of the so called laws were not per

fect descriptive formul",; but only rough 

guesses at the truth. When further facts

which were not known before-come to light, 

scientists alter the previous laws, thus living 

a law which offers a better description. 

So the questions which science puts, and 

to which it hopes to obtain answers, are:-

(I) What i. this-as a whole and in all it. 

• parts? 

(2) How does this behave. How does it 

persist if it at rest; how does it keep 

a-going, if is active; how does it re

main the same and how does it change? 
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IS THERI: A CONFLICT 

between 

SCIENCE AND RELIGION? 
By the Rn. E, G. PARRY, M.A., Odord. 

Most of the extracts in the following article 
are from a book entitled "Science and Relig
ion," by J. Arthur Thompson, professor of na
tural history, University of Aberdeen. One of 
the professor's objects in life is to show that 
Science and Religion are not mutually hostile. 
He says, "Tbe aims and moods of science and 
religion are quite different and there is no just
ification to what has been called warfare or 
cOllflict. We must learn to render unto sci
ence the tribute that is its due, and to God the 
things that are His." While he recognizes that 
religion and science deal with two different 
sides of life; and are therefore exclusive; yet 
they can be mutually helpful. He writes 
"Science has come to mean so much to man 
that we cannot wonder at his desire to have it 
als" as an aid to his faith. But this way lies 
disappointment. We cannot by scientific 
searching find out God. It is not by science that 
we can pass from Nature to Nature's God. The 
pathway is that of reli"ious experience, just a. 
the pathway to the vision of beauty is that of 
aesthetic discipline. It is possible however, 
that science with its disclosure of the order of 
Nature and all its wand". may suggest and 
enhance the religious view". The fact that 
science has discovered that there is in Nature 
order, continuity, unity and simplicity; the 
fact that "there is practical universality of 
beauty in wild nature"; the fact that in Nature 
there is on the whole purpose and progressive
ness-all these fact. lead us to believe and feel 
that the world i. divine in its origin. These 
facts by themselves do not create religion; but 
they may suggest and enhance the religious 
view. Music has been described as the hand
maid of reli"ion. This is true of science. It 
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a little beyond his grasp, which will keep 

him perpetually reaching out, perpetually 

stretching his spiritual muscles, perpetually 

discontented with what he has attained to. 

Of course we premise earnestnes3 on the part of 

adherent.: nominal adherents to Christianity 

make it appear not merely not the best religion 

for every time and place but in actuality the 

worst. Christ, however, Was well aware of this: 

He said the salt that had no saltness was the 

vilest thing possible: but that this only proved, 

not disproved, the excellence of salt. And so 

as a matter of fact this dreamy, idealistic, other

worldly Christianity has produced and is prod

ucing the most practical results possible, 

nominal Chiristianity having been, and still 

being, the poorest thing •• rth has to show: while 

practical, solid, material Islam has been pro

nounced by the l'urks themselevs to ha ve failed 

under the very a>pect in which it seemed to 

itseif to be strongest, and on which it most of 

all has plumed itself vis-it-vis of Christianity, 

If these things are so, which of the two in 

the long run is most suitable to be for this 

strange, mixed, sluggish, vitiated human race, 

,. the religion for every time and clime." ? 

/W. H. T. G,) 
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show that there is no such dualism between 

His teaching and that of His apostles. It is 

the cleverness of these latter-day critics which 

is at fault. 

(i) See the tract of that name, where this point is 
developed admirably. 
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views about religion or even abandon religion, 

and-continue to remain normal and even· 

apparently zealous members of their former 

group. We advise Mohammedans here in the 

ea.t not to be too triumphant aboul the ex
istence of this small group of British "Moham

medans", many of them very ill-informed and 

all of them falling very much short of Moslem 

standards as recognized by Sunnis. How not, 

whell their preceptors are Ahmadiyya, whose 

special ideas simply cannot be reconciled with 

hlam at all? We fancy Lord Headley's 

teachers left h'm very much in the dark about 

the Ahmadiyya aspect of the matter. 

(4) Some of the dicta which Lord Headley 

preferred to offer the reviewer, rather than 

answer questions about his matrimonial advice 

to his friend Sir Archibald, have caught the 

attention of our correspondent. 'vVe hope the 

latter and our readers general1y now realize 

that Lord Headley is not the sort of man whose 

opinions on large matters, 31ld least of all on 

Christi2.nity, ;'Ire 'North anything at all. Still let 

us say a few \vords about the points he raises. 

Our correspondent first asks us about the follow

ing remark, "The Muslim cannot really be a 

good Muslim unless he be a true Chrislian 

etc ... 1' which we quoted above. We have here 

this lord's cool assumption that he knows what 

the original teaching of Christ did and did not 

include, and secondlv that even his "Disciples 

and followers" misrepresented it. But Lord 

Headley has no such knowledge. The 

assumptions on which he and other Moham~ 

medans approacb the study of the New Tes
tament are, definitely, false assumptions, and 

lead inevitably to false results. We have our

selves proved this in "What happened before 

the Bigra", a tr;:ict unanswered to this day, and 

in Il Who is the founder of Christianity ?"recent

ly publisbed (reprinted from the articles which 

appeared in this magazine under the title j'The 

Epistle of the Reader.") In the latter a very 

close study of the words and acts of Christ 
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years ago, and we believe and hope that Lord 
Headley, now over seventy, is a better and 
more God-fearing man. But while we have 
read much from his pen and other pens about 
his conversion to the Ahmadiyya sect of 
Islam, we have never learned that that con
version was accompanied by any act of COll

fession and repentance of past shame. Until 
this is clearly faced we shall not feel able to 
place great reliance on Lord Headley's state
ments on religion and morals. It is convenient 
for the Islamic Society in Britain to use his 
name because he is a lord. But what can there 
be of true spiritual force and life, or blessing 
from an all-just God, upon a religious society 
which chooses its president for a title? That 
is a pitfall into which many societies have 
fallen and it is a tragedy in the eyes of those 
who care for God's truth. We fear, too, lest 
the temptation to appear as a religious leader, 
made much of on his journeys in several 
countries, may be hindering Lord Headley 
himself from that act of repentance and con

fession and repudiation of past sin which must 

take place before a man can be acceptable to 

an all-just and holy God. And at seventy-three 

a man, especially a man who preaches and 
prays at religious meetings and leads a 
religious society, must think seriously about 
the position of his own soul before God the 
Judge of all. 

(3) Are there then British Mohammedans? 
Yes, there are. Lord Headley is one, Sir 

Archibald Hamilton is another, and there are 

a group of others who are very willing to be 

repre.ented by the former. And similarly 
there is a group of British Buddhists, Gf 
British Theosophists, of British Bolshevists, 

and so on, and so on. The West is not the East. 

In the former, if men belong to a religion, or 

change a reJigion, or abandon all religion, they 

say 00, and they form groups unimpeded and 

uninjured. In the East, where religious groups 

have a strongly social and even national 

. complexion, and where group bigotry is there

fore immensely strong, men will change their 
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bald's action might cause some to misunder
stand the truth of Islam. Very true: but, 
instead of gain g on to resol ve this misun der
standing he meanders off into an eulogy of the 
"glorious morality" of Islam, then into an ex
position of his peculiar views about original 
Islam and original Christianity in some such 
words a. the following:-

"I prefer Islam to Christianity, for Islam does 
not tie you up to priest or prophet; and in or
iginal Islam there are no miracles and wonders 
which you have to believe iH; nor does it dif
fer in teachings for securing man's felicity 
from the teachings of Chrtistianity. In other 
words, the Muslim cannot really be a good 
Muslim unless he be a true Christian .. -it being 
understood that I distinguish between the 
laws and teachings which Christ gave and the 
innovations of His disciples and followers 
and the Church after Him; for I believe that 
with these innovations Christ had nothing 
to do." 

As Lord Headley was here going off the 
point the interviewer led him back to the 
subject of marriage in Islam. 

But the interviewer had not much success. 
A few remarks on dowry, aud a few more on 
women's rights in Islam, and the discursive 
President of the Islamic Society is off once 
again on his roarnings at large, centering this 
time round his own personal experiences with 
his family. By this time the interviewer seems 
to have given up hope of pinning his subject 
to the object, and politely closes the interview. 
We remain unenlightened about how Lord 
Headley proposes to justify the Hamilton case 
and his own advice to Sir Archibald relative 
to polygamy. 

Frankly we fail to see that Lord Headley is 
a man who, either morally or intellectually, 
deserves to have his op'inions considered. We 
have in our hands the newspaper report of his 
appearance in a London police court, where he 
was convicted of embracing a woman in the 
street when he was drunken. That was twelve 
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-= 
What the exact advice was, which was 

pa •• ed from the one to the other on this occa
sion, is not clear from the Kawkab article. It 
had, apparently, something to do with "poly
gamy "-that under Islamic law the troubles 
of Sir Archibald would have been diminished 
or reducAd to nil. Whatever the advice was, 
it seems to have occasioned some astonishment 
(to put it mildly) not only to Christians in 
England but to Mohammedans in the East. 
And well it ought! Tbe trend of opinion and 
legislation in this country is more and more 
contrary to this infamous business of making 
cbanges of religiGIl or denomination mere 
moves ill the game of a man's wickedness or 
dt,"pair. We are afraid that Lord Headley is 
a little out of touch with what is best not only 

in Christianity, but Islam, though he claims 
to know belter tban otbers both what real 
Christianity and what real [slam are. 

The article in the Kawkab continues:

"Now since this action of Archibald's had 
to do witb Islam and with Lord Headley, with 
the additional fact that the latter was a Muslim, 
president of the Islamic Society, and a friend to 
Sir Archibald, visits were paid to Lmd Headley, 
by various journalists and those who are respon
sible for the registration of these proceed
ings, that they might ascertain from him the 

truth" bout polygamy in Islam. To the corre
spondent of the newspaper from which this 
article is transcribed verbatim he replied (after 
a general introduction). 

'" I feel pity for that friend, Sir Archibald, 
and I fear that his action may draw some 
people to misunderstand the truth of Islam.' " 

The interview with Lord Headley was (it 
will be noticed) remarkably inconclusive. The 
reporter found (what we ourselves found once 
previously) that this is a gentleman whom it is 
remarkably difficult to hold to the point. He 
first said that Sir Archibald was H his friend": 
so much the wotse! the proverb says "know a 
man by his friends." Then, he "pitied him ". 
Why? On the basis of the Kawkab article 
the reason for this sympathy is not apparent. 
After this, he expressed his fear that Sir Archi-
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obtain his ends and satisfy his evil lusts. So 
he embraced the Islamic religion and married 
a woman whom he used to employ in his 
dwelling-place. 

"Whereat arose a great noise in England. and 
the name of Archibald became a morsel for 
every mouth to chew. Satric songs were com~ 
posed in his name and about his deed which 
were sung every where in' the theatresand 
bars." 

We hope that this Kawkab article will gain 
as much circulation as the original Reuter and 
the articles that followed it. Alas, we know 
that it is so easy to start a lie and so difficult 
to suppress it, especially ~hen Populus-Hthe 
people wish to be deceived". But no upright 
and noble Muslim would wish his religion to 
be praisod for gaining such recruits as this 
unless, while gaining them, it also transformed 
them. We call upon all noble souls in Islam 
to see that such extraordinary propaganda 
goes no further, reminding them of the other 
Latin proverb with which all noble minds will 
be in sympathy: "Great is truth and will 
prevail"-some day. 

(2) And this brings us to the;'econd point, 
Lord Headley's part in this discreditable affair. 
In the middle of Sir Archibald's matrimonial 
troubles, caused as we have seen by his Own 
wickedness, Lord Headley appears to have 
had the inspiration of seizing this occasion to 
put before "his friend" the suitability of Islam 
as a solution of his self-caused matrimonial 
troubles. 

There i. a strangely familiar ring about all 
this :-Muhafaza Hconversions U in this country 
seem to have a remarkable resemblance to 
this one;-a remarkable resemblance between 
the many Coptic Sir Archibalds in this country 
and their Aristocratic fellow-sinners over 
there in England. We are all familiar with 
the motives which make the Egyptian Girgis 
emerge from the Muhafaza as Mahmoud-but 
we were surprised to see the same base thi n g 
going on in London, with (apparently) the 
President of the Islamic Society as the moving 
spirit in it. 
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.... -.-.~-
Now, however, Kawkab el Sharq has had lhe 

courage and right sense to let the secret out: 

and truly it is wise to do so, for the religion 

which advertises itself by proclaiming such 

converts as Sir Archibald Hamilton thereby 

proclaims itself a religion that has no care for 
morality, and we do not believe that the better 
elements in Islam would wish such advertising 
to continue. 

We quote verbatim from the Kawkab's 
article: 

"Sir Archibald, scion of a family of highest 

rank in England,-the title H Sir" being suf

ficient indication of his high position and 

aristocratic connection,-married a long time 

ago a lady of high position like himself and 

one well-known among her own people, Be

fore long he left her, and she married another 

man because of Archibald, her first husband's 

manifest inclination for another woman while 
she was still his lawful wife. 

"Next, this person seduced a beautiful girl 
of sixteen years of age with his wealth, name 
and fine style of living, and married her. 
Poor girl, she did not know, owing to her ex
treme youth, what was fated to be the result of 
this act of hers. After three years of her hus
band she conceived an aversion to him for the 
same reasons for which his first wife had left 
him. And then misfortunes began to follow 
one after the other without pity or mercy, until 
she became the most wretched of her contem
poraries, the girls of her own connection. She 
began taking intoxicants to excess, hoping to 
forget what had come to her; and also stretch
ed her hand to the pockets of others: where
upon she came under the notice of the police, 
and was sentenced by the courts to imprison
ment as a punishment for the black sins 
which she had committed. 

"In the meantime Sir Archibald, who hither
to had known nothing of Islam, met with Lord 
Headley the Mohammedan, and learned from 
him that Islam legalises poligamy. He saw in 
this an escape, by adopting which he might 
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"LORD HEADLEY AND ISLAM" 

A correspondent has drawn our attention to 
an article in the Kawkab el Sharq for 10th 
February 1928, entitled "Lord Headley and 
Islam," and has appended to his letter one or 
two questions concerning it. We think that 
the best plan will be for us to comment on the 
Kawkab article itself, and to answer the 
questions of our correspondent by the way. 

(I) The first point to notice in the Kawkab 

article is that it begins with a long-needed 
exposure of the so-called "English Moham
medan" Sir Archibald Hamilton. When this 
gentleman "embraced the Mohammedan re
ligion" some years ago, the fact was thought 
worthy of being telegraphed by Reuter all over 
the East. We ourselves read the telegram in 

Arahic in the Arabic press, it is hardly neces
sary to say that the fact was trumpeted every
where as another signal victory for Islam-
"another member of the British aristocracy 
won for Islam" etc. etc. And this notoriety and 
this complacency have continued to this day. 
"Headley and Hamilton-the two English 
Mohammedan aristocrats" are favourite boa5ts 
till this day in the eastern Mohammedan world· 

We who knew, or came to know, the truth 

concerning this Sir Archibald Hamilton, were 

rather inclined to weep that such a man should 

be given any notoriety whatever, especially in 
connection with religion-any religion what

soever-for we learned shameful details, such 

as Kawkab el Sharq has nOw revealed about 

his private life. But we were in a painful 

dilemnu: how could we tell the thuth abou!. 

him and be believeci,-it would only seem like 

another example of the usual unfairness seen 

on such occasions, when thosl! who see their 

religion iiljured by a secession, seek to min

imise the blow by vllifying the seceder. We 

th~ref()re, though indignant and sore, refrained. 
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the study of the Greek and Arabic texts. As 
an American or English minister preparin, an 

address keeps on his desk not only the Author

ized Version but also the Revised translation, 

and others such as those of Dr. Moffatt, and 

learns from them all something of the rich 

meaning of God's Word, so may we hope for 

similar help for those in Arabic lands who are 

called to expound the Scriptures. We quote 

the author's preface on this subject: 

The revised translation is in itself part of 

the commentary: for to revise the translation 

of a Greek text, and print it side by side with 

the existing one, i. really to comment on that 

text. Within the last fifty years the great 

English version and many others have been 

submitted to thorough revision, and it is not to 

be expected, nor desired, that the Arabic trans

lation should be expected from this healthful 

process. This translation is to be considered 

a mere contribution to the vastly improved 

translation that shan be one day. It aims 

(I) at interpreting the Greek ori,inal with 

greater nicety, and (2) at an Arabic style that 

shall be of increased acceptability with those 

who know no Greek and are unfamiliar with 

Biblical language. The detailed criticisms or 

appreciations which we hope to receive re

spectinlt this translation will themselves be 

further contributions to the revision of the 

future. 
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me 1" N ow the Church of Christ, whose task 

on earth is to guide such souls, will not have 

done her duty if she offers to them only a com

mentary written for Christians by teachers who 

know nothing of the thoughts and difficulties 

of Moslems. The Nile Mission Press has al

ready taken some welcome first steps in the 
publication of 51. Matthew and St. Mark, with 

notes for Moslem readers. Now there is added 

to the available store the first of a series of 

commentries on the Epistles, the Epistle to the 

Galatians. The author, Canon Gairdner, who 
has spent 26 years in work for Moslems in 

Cairo, writes as follows in the preface:-

With a prayer to God and a greeting of af

fection to the Readers, we send into the world 

this new series of commentaries. We have 

called them "Baidawiana/' because we have 

followed the excellent method of the famous 
Baidawi and his fellows in including the text in 

the explanation, and welding the two with a 

continuous kalam; and also because we wanted 

our Mohammedan friends t" feel from the first 
that their tastes and view points had been 

studied as much a. those of Christians. As 

we have held steadily in mind the thoughts 
and needs of both, we humbly hope that God 

will bless to both this commentary, in making 

plain to the mind what is difficult, and bring

ing home to the heart what is plain, in certain 

portiol" of His Holy Word in the New Test
ment. 

But all Bible students will be deeply interest

ed in this work for a special reason, in that it 
contains a fresh translation of the Greek of 

the Epistle. This is not intended as a rival to 

the well-known and valued Beyrout translation, 

but as a help to those who study. Since the 

Beyrout translation was completed, very much 

has been learnt about the meaning of the New 

Testament in Greek, and there will undoubt

edly be in God's good time a revision of the 
Arabic version. Until then we must welcome 

every earnest, reverent contribution towards 
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SOME NEW HELPS 

FOR ARABIC BIBLE STUDENTS 

All Arabic Bible students owe a debt of deep 

gratitude to the Beyrout Press for its comment

ary on the Old and New Testaments, which is 

probably found in the house of every minister 

and evangelist in the evangelical churches of 

the Near East. A Second such great work i. 
not in contemplation, but it is to be hoped that 

the churches of the East may share with the 

churches of the West any light which the reo 

searches of scholars throw from year to year 

upon the riehes of the Word of God. Much of 

this light has come in recent years through the 

great advances made in the study of history. 

To know from history the state of a nation at 

a given date, and then to read God's message 

through His prophets to that nation, is to see 

more of the wonder and the meaning of the 

message. 

The Beyrout Commentary, so precious to the 

church, will natnrally need supplementing, as 

the years go on, with other comments that 

spring out of the life of the church in Arabic 

lands. May her sons and daughters soon press 

forward with Biblical studies that shan lead 

them year by year to add to the store of liter

ature available for Arabic Bible students. 

There is one especial direction in wbich any 

book translated from a Western original will 
need supplementing. Such books were written 

for Christians and for Christians too whose 

lives were spent in a so-called Christian coun

try. Now in the Near East we have thousands 

of Bible readers who are not Christians. The 

Bible Society last year distributed 2866 Bibles, 

4501 Testaments and 86309 Portions in Egypt 

alone. These readers, if we ask them "Under

standest thou what thou readest I" may well 
reply, "How can I except someone shall guide 
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Assyrian Christians who Were massacred by 
the Turks in the last twenty years must have 
numbered well over two millions, in the 17th 

century in Japan hundreds of thousands of 
Christians were killed because they were 
Christians. Here is an account of those who 
died at the Martyr'. Mount at Nagasaki, when 
fifty-two were put to death: priests and laity, 

women-one lady on the eve of her confine
ment-and little children. "They sang as long 
as voice lasted: and although they were loosely 
tied to their stakes, so as to permit of recanta· 
tion and escape, not one failed. All yielded 
their lives in tri.umph." 

Truly the King's Highway has been, is and 
always will be the royal road of suffering. 

Here in India many of those of the best 
families who have become Christians have 
done so at the price of much sorrow, pain, and 
complete cutting off from their families. For 
the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, they have 
given up father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, home and money. The road of the 
Lord Jesus Christ has been indeed a hard 
one for them. 

Sometimes we receive letters from readers 
in which we are asked, what .. ill we do for the 
writer if he becomes a Christian? Will we 
find him a good job or will we give him a first 
class education? Naturally our answer is "We 
do not want people like you to become Christ
ians." Not so long ago a youn.: man from South 
India came to see us, saying he wished to be
come a Christian. We asked him a few 
qutstions and soon discovered the whole object 
of his visit was to obtain a post at good pay. 
After we had explained what it meant to be
come a Christian, our visitor retired seeing 
there was no money in being converted and it 
would pay him best to remain a Hindu. 

Here again we must point out that the only 

road that a true Christian Can walk on is the 
royal road of suffering. No Christian has any 
right to expect anything else, for it is our King 
and Saviour's own Highway. 
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THE KING'S HIGHWAY. 

This month all Christian people throughout the world 
turn their thoughts to the way of the Cross. 

We publish as most suitable for the season of Christ's 
sufferings an article from our contemporary the Epiphany 
of Calcutta on this strange and royal road of suffering. 

Jesus Christ said, "If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up hi. ero.s 
and follow Me." 

We must remember that our Lord Jesus 
Christ saw before Him, for many months, 
that He must leave His work of preaching in 
the villages of Galilee, go up to Jerusalem, and 
die at last on the cross. Crucifixion was the 
method used by the Roman Government for 
putting criminals to death. That it was a 
most agonizing form of death, we may be 
qui Ie sure. The cross stood to our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST and to the people of that time as the 
symbol of extreme pain and suffering. And 
now to us the expression "Taking up one's 
cross" means willingly accepted suffering 
borne for the sake of righteousness. 

The Lord Jesus Christ never led His own 
first disciples to expect anything but persec
ution, suffering, pain and sorrow in their lives. 
He told them, they would be hated by all men 
for His name. Many Christians were put to 
death in the first three hundred years after His 
crucifixion as He said they would be. 

And in later centuries persecution h .. been 
the lot of many of the followers of JESUS 
CHRIST; thousands of missionarias have been 
killed for prtaching the Gospel. The Fran
ciscans and the Jesuits have a wonderful record 
of missionary martyrs, while not so many years 
ago two Bishops of the Church of England 
were martyred-Bishop Patteson and Bishop 
Hannington. Again others bave been killed 
for iust being Christians, the Armenian and 
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2. 0 Light, that followest all my way, 

I yield my flick'ring torch to Thee, 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

That in Thy sunshine'. blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

3. 0 Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to Thee, 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be. 

4. 0 Cross, that liftesl up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from Thee, 

I lay in dust life'. glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red, 

Life that shall endless be. 

Dr. George Matheson. 
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these, and for that purpose we need a central 
interest lofty enough to claim the obedience of 
all our nature, and rich enough to give scope 
for all our faculties. But one of our instincts is 
the instinct to live with OUr fellows in happy 
relationships. Therefore, this central interest 
must be one which also unites us with all of 
them. Faith in God as the Father of all man
kind,loving all alike with an infinite love, desir
ing their welfare in harmony as members of 
his family, is exactly what we want. Psychol
ogy, in fact, far from undermining religion, 
Has in an altogether new way shown us that 
we vitally need something which only religion 
can supply, and that something which Christ
ianity supplies in a quite unique fashion be
cause it presents to us God showing Himself 
to us in a human life which we can under
stand, and with which we can sympathise, so 
that it draws from ns a complete response of 
all our nature in a way that nothing else can 
do. 
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A hymn written by a blind minister in Scotland 

now./i,·st tmnslated to Ambic by Asaad Effendi 

Dagher. 

I. 0 Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

I give Thee back the life lowe, 

That in Thy ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller ·be. 

• ' ..... I 
[J. 
) ,. G .. 

c:.r' 

'oJ ~\, • 
" . .:;,. 
~ 

. .. ", ~ .... ~ 
' ... 0-" .l" J" 

"'l -eJ __ :"" 

()}I - rlol;J1 

.- .,-
l ~I ]1 ~~I l~ i.?~ t: 

• , . 
i.Sr (j, r.,S ... .I., 0~ , . 

-~ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



advice: God will never gIve you direct guid
ance when it is possible for you to find the 
right course by the use of conscience and com
mon sense, nor will He if the facts are going 
to settle the matter for you, but there wiII come 
times when you are already in the habit of 
prayer, so that you can really bring your mind 
and will into obedience to God's, when you 
will get the guidance you want if there are no 
ordinary ways of reaching the decision. Ex
periences of this kind could be multiplied with
out limit, but you cannot suddenly begin to 
pray in that sort of way simply because a crisis 
has come and you w .. nt guidance. You must not 
use God as a convenience of your own. It is only 
those who are at least trying to worship Him for 
His own sake who will gain the benefits that 
come from prayer. If you will turn to God for 
what you want, you must expect to get very 
little of it, but if you turn to God for what He is 
Himself then two things will happen; first, you 
will want different things from those that you 
wanted aefore, and second, you will obtain 
those that you have learned to want when it is 
really good for you to have them. 

Now this form of experience has just as 
much right to he taken seriously as any other. 
When a man studies physics or chemistry no 
one says that he must first prove that physical 
and chemical objects really exist to be studi
ed. He assumes their existence on the grounds 
of his experience, and when we turn to study 
religion it is quite unreasonable that we should 
first be asked to prove that there is a reality 
corresponding to tbis experience. There is just 
as much reaSOn to aSSllme this as to assume the 
existence of the material world. You can 
never prove (hat the world you see is really 
there and is not a mere illusion like the snake. 
that men see in (he delirium (remens, but be
cause you have your experience of it you take it 
for granted. And because you have experience 
of God we start with the belief that God really 
exists and go on with it, at any rate until it 
breaks down, and no one who has tried it 
seriansy has found i( break down yet. On the 
contrary w~ find it do for us just what psychol
ogy .hows u. we all need. We come into the 
world, as I said the other day, a bundle of in
stincts and impulses, anyone of which may be 
set in motion by what happens around us. 
The main business of life is to harmonize 

.!.II.- C~ .)i -<!.\;~," oJ' :)\..JI ..:.-;r 1,1 Lr." 
l~ .. J <!.\;l,: .. ./;"; ;~l> 4. j I .) .il ~ll.J cl;,I;i., 

JI JJ'-)\ .!.l..-, .) J..~ ~ I~I ~J..u.1 ~I oJ-" JL:; 

':".j" .:..I}::';' ')II ,b; -u, . ~,WI .,..Jl-')I~ j ... 

.)1 e::J.::...r .;:..-l.;,h(JJ ~ 'i ...... JI j~1 !.i.. 

;,1. 4.jl .)1 <>J-""~ 1...;::;.1 G! .)\ .. 11 JI ~\; 

J~ ~,L:.JI .:,' .).;C; .)1 ~ l~1 • ci;l:: ... .:...1. ... ; -U 

~ .k. .. i JjUI ob .il i.l.;':..i .)1 <!.\! ~ ')I, ;)\ .. H 

.:,:Jl ')II .~l..11 ':"~.J' .... :1 ~ .;..:: '\I, • .:..il .;.".; 
~,~. , 

.k. ... ..:ilIJI ~ .;:..S-I~II..IJ .}>t;. J:-':J ..:il1.),.1.:,,! 
• • 

JI.;..~ I~I 1..1 • J:IAlI ':JI .;1;,:.\; )\; ci.:..J- 4~ JbJ 
, J" 1." , 

.,..Ik; ')I, I : .; I.;' I c!\I .:, -I.~ ..; I ; -» I.) ~... ..:il I 
" .", ,. 
l::, I:, '~.':'A l1:U.; ~S .jll) JA '\II -..AJ ~ I) JA I 

~ JJ",LI .;IS'" Jo' lr.iJa;.)1 .;:..l..; .jJl.l~':J1 Jl;; 
~ ,. 

c!\I Wi, I.;::;' 

JY')II ~ )1::';' '\II ~A crl I.i". j:., 
..- , 

..,. ).I.~ I.. .I.~~ J .;;.1)1::;.1 'rf '6 ~t.l.~ ""t.;!.! "-:l~ 

Yl. JJ-"!. ':J .1~o.::5:JI ,1 ~.~l.J1 (Is --..:."Li')ll 

.r",l:...11 ',:-, J> .;1 .. .;::Jl! .;..l;':JI '':J,I .,..~ 4;1 

l .. ,,~ ,./ ~ , .. u: I • It'")' ~. '-!..,Io(JI, ~~I . , 
-yj:Z I.. -I..:.~ JJ ... lIoJ-" ...,.~, .• }::>-I ..,.l-I J-- ,.. 
. ~..ul .... ~ ..... .:..~:I '\1,1 l.;J1 .,..Ik!.)1 ~JI..,. J' 

~.~I • ..w.'.r., Jo;:.; .;1 J" l~l .. ~ I.. ::II:..>. J! 
• 

--":"'1 C;1.:...i '\I .;:..; 1..1 • ""LlI (L..II ~ J~' Jo ;: .. ; r 
( .. ,~.;~ ~ J ~ J":" JA .Ij ",.lI1 (1.11';1 .;v..;::ll!~:; 

.:.M~ .) <»'6:-lll .. I.; . .jll ~\"':I~ 4::.1 ci¥'- .) 

{-i (1.11 I.i.. 'J":"' ':".;:::;'1 ci;':J j .. J, • rr~.i". 

~1 1:.;:::;'1 \;;'\1 l..u:..,. ~J, .),.I.! '':J.J.~'~J:-J'. 
. .., 

."':i.JI ."'-" -Y .;::_i, ~ J~ J' ..:ill .)1 ~l .. :. ':J'~ I.J.:; 

b~ ( -..; I i ,JILi'" .J.t-"' ",..ill, 1.,;; \;1.1 ~;.: Li'" 
• • 

I.. '1:" .J.~ ...,.s:..Jl! j! • Lr.t -..1.\ .."l;', .;l-il ..,1 

,,,;,,,, JI.jli ,r-:" . "-:II ~:-l .. .) \;;1 ...,-.;)1 r- ~! 
~ t.=.. j), ~L::lI J,J.IJ jl.;JloJ-""',f (WI 

electronic file created by cafis.org



\oV 

either of those feelings in any acute degree. 
This special sense of the presence of God is 
como.only called mysticism, and the greatest 
mystics have all warned us that there is no 
special value in those moments of intense 
feeling. What matters is whether we are doing 
all we can to serve God, and to trust to Him for 
the strength with which to serve Him. But 
there is another sense <>f the words "relilious 
experience," which is much more important, 
and when I speak of religious experience from 
now onwards I shall not mean special mo
ments in which we intensely realise God's 
presence, but I shall mean the whole way in 
which a religious man experiences life. 

The truly ~eligious man eats religiously and 
amuses himself religiously; does his work re
ligiously, and above all, sins religiously. I do 
not mean that at every moment he is consious
ly thinking about God, but that the way in 
which he regards all these actions is settled for 
him by the fact that he believes in God. He 
knows that the purpose of his food i. to give 
him the strength with which he is to serve 
God. Every time he eats bread, and not only 
in the Holy Communion, he is winning strenlth 
which is to be used for God's purpose His 
amusements are in the proper sense a "recrea
tion," that is the making fresh again the 
faculties of his mind and body for God's 
service. His work in life i. not simply the 
means by which he earns his living, but it is 
the chief service which he gives to God be
cause he does it with the desire to serve his 
fellow-men. And above all, as I said, he sins 
religiously. That is, when he does wrong he 
does not feel only that he has broken a law, 
but that he has offended a King and wounded a 
Friend. It is at this point, more than aay other, 
that the religious background of his life chan
ges the way in whieh he regards what happens 
from time to time, and this religious way of 
experiencing life is found to work. Those 
who have really trusted to it find that it guide. 
them right. They make the experiment of 
religious faith and the experiment works in the 
long-run if not at first; and then on the founda
tion, from the belief, open up other kinds of ex
perience in the way of direct guidance about 
the course we are to follow at times when we 
have no means of settling it for ourselves. 
And here let me put in a word of practical 
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yesterday about science in general, namely that 
it explains nothing whatever, It traces the 
process by which beliefs actually do arise in 
the minds of very many people, but this has 
nothing to do with the question wbether those 
beliefs are true. In the same way psycholo
gists will tell us that any experience we have 
in the act of worship is due to auto-suggestion. 
We have deliberately worked it up. In a cer
tain sense this is quite true, but again it has 
nothing to do with the question whether it is a 
good or bad thing to work it up. That will 
depend on whether the religious belief itself 
is true. If there is no God the'n, of course it is 
a bad thing by means of religious practices to 
develop in ourselves a religious fervour. But 
if there is a God it must be true that all our 
welfare depends on being; in the right relation 
to Him, and it will be elementary common sense 
to take the steps which experience shows to 
be effective in order to bring ourselves into 
right relations with Him. 

But I want to point to a particular difficulty, 
for which I think that much recent writing on 
religion has been respon.ible. When the 
psychOlogists enquire about religious expe
rience they mostly mean special moments in 
which we realize the presence of God with 
great intensity. It is not everyone to whom 
such moments come at all. I know some 
people who are absolutely convinced about the 
existence and the character of God, and are 
doing their utmost to give their lives in His 

. service, and who have never for a single mo. 
ment had a sense of His personal presence 
with them as distinct from an intellectual COn
viction that He is there, and it would seem to 
me quite untrue, a& well as most unjust, to say 
that such people are not genuinely religious. 
Whether we have that kind of thrill or not is 
due in the main, I believe, to physical canses. 
It depends upon our nervous constitutions. 
People who are, as we say in English, highly 
strung are liable to moments of intense aware
ness of God's presence, and also when they are 
depressed to an intense feeling that they have 
lost fellowship with Him. People of a more 
even temperament go through life without 
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of it without any reference to God. One·school 
of psychologists, for example, is impressed 
by the fact that we always tend to believe 
what would be convenient if it were true, and 
when there is something that distresses us very 
much in this world. we balance that distress 
by day-dreams of one sort and another. Some
times we do this deliberately as, for example, 
when men turn away from the worries of life to 
occupy themselves with beautiful art or poetry. 
Sometimes it is done in the cruder way of 
deadening the senses with alcohol. A man who 
was charged in Manchester with heing drunk 
and disorderly was asked by the magistrate 

why he got drunk, and answered "be-cause it is 
the shortest way out of Manchester," and this 
in the past has connected itself with religion. 

The Greek worship of Dionysos was carried 
on by means of intoxication. Orpheus was 
probably a priest of Dionysos, who tried to 
substitute music for alcohol as a way of reach
ing forgetfulne5s of sorrow, and inward peace. 
But the other worshipper. found the music less 
effective thau the alcohol. They felt Orpheus 
was taking the heart out of their religion so 
they tore him to pieces in one of their drunken 
frenzies 

With facts like that before them, the psychol
ogists have a real excuse when they bring 
forward their suggestions that all religious 
experience is of this kind, that its nature is an 
hallucination in which men try to get comfort 
for the sorrows of the actual world. But you 
will notice that all this has nothing whatever 
to do with whether or not religion is true. It 
is merely a way of showing how men might 
have had religious experience even if religiun 
were not true. It simply does not touch. one 
way or the other, the question of whether or 
not it is actually true. That is to be decided 
OB other grounds, and if We find that the intel
lectual argument and the experience of those 
who have seriously experimented in religion, 
support one another we shall be able to set 
these doubts raised by psychologists on one 
side. It is very important in connection with 
psychology to remember what I was saying 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol.XXIV. MAY .'!8 No.5 

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 

Is it aa iIIusioa? 

(One of the lectures delivered by the Right R.ev. Bishop 
Temple of Manchester in the Y.M.e.A. of Cairo). 

In the previous lecture we have seen some of 
the reasons for an intellectual belief that God 
exists. They do not amount to proof, and for 
myself I do not think that there is any such 
thing as a complete intellectual proof that God 
exists. It seems to me that the weight of the ar
gument very decidedly points to belief in God, 
bnt it i. not finally conclusive in the kind of 
way in which the conclusion of a proposition 
in geometry is, and it would be bad for UI if it 
were. The nobility of the religiou. life 
depends partly on the fact that we stake every
thing on something which is not an intellectual 
certainty. Thereis what Saints used to call 
"the hazard of faith." Life would be so splen
did if the Gospel were true. that it is a noble 
thing to stake one's life on its being true. But 
if it could be proved that it were certainly true 
there would be no beroism in this, and spirit
ual experience would depend not upon nobility 
of cbaracter but upon intellectual cleverness; 
but cleverness is always properly only the in
strument. It can be used for good purposes or 
for bad. That is why in education moral 
training is more important than intellectual 
training. If a man is going to be a scoundrel 
it is best that he should also be a fool. To make 
him clever without improving his character 
only enables him to do more damage both to his 
neighbour and to his own soul. But the strength 
of the case for religious belief does Rot de
pend on the intellectual argument alone, but 
on the combination of that argument with the 
actual experience of religious people. At this 
point an attack is often made ou religion from 
the side of psychology. 

. Some psychologists have set out to examine 
religious el'perience and have given an 'Iccount 
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fu!. This was a beautiful victory and one well 
worth while. Here was a real contribution to 
life through religion. Then we faced a deeper 
question: God. He said: "The more I empty 
myself the more I discover God. The world is 
a well ordered machine and we may discover 
God in obeying its laws; but no miracles are 
to be expected, and it may take ages." 

Again he says in this book which all should 
read. * 

I told Gandhi ii that I was going to the west
ern world and asked him to give me a mes
sage to the West, to tell us how we should live 
this Christ life. He thought for a moment and 
then said, H It is impossible to give a message 
like that by word of lip-it has to be lived. All 
I can do is to try and live it." I replied that I 
thought he was right, and we would await with 
eagerness that message lived out. I then said 
that if he hadn't a message for me, I thought I 
had one for him. I quoted my passaget and 
drew the parallels, and told of the offer of the 
larger spiritual world-kingdom which Jesus 
made to his disciples and which they had in 
fact found through' their witness to Him. I 
suggested to him that he stood in the very 
place where the disciples stood. I told him 
that I thought the kingdom would sooner or 
later he restored to India, that the fact of its 
coming was settled, though the time was not. 
The coming of that kingdom would take care 
of itself, but that here before him was a larger 
kingdom if he would take it. I suggested that 
we of the West were sick of the methods of 
militarism, that it was a vicious circle and we 
wanted a way out, that he stood as the apostie 
of the non-violent and of the power of self
sacrific., and that if he came out and gave hi. 
clear witness to Christ a world spiritual 
kingdom a waited him. He could lead us. I 
suggested that I did not say this as a mere 
Christian propagandist, but that we of the 
W.st particularly needed him and the leader
ship he could give to us in this crisis of tho 
world's history. I also suggested lhat the 
movement would have to have a spiritual basis 
sufficient to sustain it, and that Christ could 
form that basis, for these ideals were embodied 

* Christ at the Round table by E. Stanley Jones. Hod. 
and Stoughton. 

t Acts of the Apostles I. verses 6 and 7. 
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fast of penitence for the Chauri Chaura out
break he ask.d that the following words might 
be sung to him:-

When I survey the wondrous Cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the Cross of Christ my God 

All the vain things that charm me most 
I sacrifice them to His Blood. 

See! from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingling down; 

Did e'er such loVe and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Where the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life my all. 

Mr. Gandhi in his Ashram (retreat) near 
Allahabad has pictures of Christ in Geth
semane and of Christ on the Cross. 

_ He writes "Confession of error is like a 
broom that sweeps away dust and leaves the 
surface cleaner than before ... '. I must 
undergo personal cleansing. I must become a 
fitter instrument-My prayers must have much 
deeper truth and humility about them." (Young 
India p. 995). 

Yet this great soul has never yet accepted 
the whole meaning of the Christ. 

Mr. Stanley Jones who knows and loves 
Gandhi writes of him as follows in his book 
"Christ at the Round table." 

"I told Gandhiji about. the Round Table 
Conferences we had been having throughout 
India and I suggested that we have one be
tween us, he sharing with me what religion was 
meaning to him in experience and I doing 
the same. He a.sented. I cannot tell of those 
great hours we spent together as we sat upon 
the floor in his little room. These things must 
remain unspoken. But two things I mention, 
permission to do so having been asked and 
granted. He said that there was a time when 
unjust criticism made him writhe within and 
caused resentment, but now through reli~ion 
he was conquering it and was no longer resent-
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drawn strength from its message." (Young 
India p. 50). 

"I am not a biased Hindu but a humble and 
impartial student of religion with great lean
in,s towards Christianity." 

To a friend he said: 

"I always try to govern my conduct in ac
cordance with the teaching and life of Christ. 
He had to deal with evil and wickedness just 
as we have to do. How did He act towards it? 
Did he use force? No, He allowed Himself to be 
crucified, He overcame evil by suffering. That 
is to my mind the only right way of dealing 
with it." 

Mr. Gandhi by his own conduct has done 
more than any preacher to turn the face of 
India towards the Cross of Christ. 

At the time of his trial he accepted full res
ponsibility for his people's outrages. He took 
their sins on himself. These were his noble 
words to his judge:-

"I wish to endorse all the blame that the 
I!,arned Advocate-General has thrown on my 
shoulders in connection with the Bombay oc
currences, the Madras occurrences, and the 
Chauri Chaura occurrences. Thinking over 
these deeply and sleeping over them night 
after night it is impossible for me to dissociate 
myself from the diabolical crimes of Chauri 
Chaura or Ithe mad outrages of Bombay-I 
know that my people have sometimes gone 
mad. I am deeply sorry for it and I am there
fore here to submit not to a light penalty but 
to the highest penalty. I do not ask for mercy, 
I do not plead any extenuating fact. I am 
here, therefore, to invite and cheerfully submit 
to the highest penalty that can be inflicted on 
me." 

This bearing of his people's sins turned 
India'. mind irresistibly to another trial. Since 
that day there has been a new reverence for 

. Jesus Christ in educated India and a new in
terest in the story of Calvary. 

It is well known that Mr. Gandhi imposed 
on himself very severe fasts for the sins of his 
people. At the end of his twenty-one days' 
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The same article quotes the following touch
inc words of Gandhi :-

.. I beg of the people of the East not to mil< 
up with the teaching of Christ the current relig
ion of modern ci vilizationU 

And at the close of the article we find these 
w6rcfs:-

"Of a truth I say unto you. young men, drink 
deep from the spring of the sermon on the 
MOLlnt of Olive., for the precepts of Christ are 
not for Hi. disciples alone but for you and for 
me. 

Do not serve God and Mammon*. Mammon 
lives amongst us .and falsely usurps the 
place of God. but God is everything. and He is 
merciful and compassionate and wiTh Him is 

forgiveness. If you leave the pleasures of 
Mammon you will be true to yourselves." 

Our honoured contemporary" AI Hilal" also 
published in May last an article under the 
tit1e "Power in weakness and greatness in 
meekness" giving a sketch of Gandhi's life 
and aims and philosophy and the summary of 
an article published in America by an Am
erican girl. who. with her mother stayed some 
months with Gandhi in his village retreat in 
Western India. In the Course of his conversa
tion she asked him the following question:- . 

"What do you believe to be the essence of 
Christianity /" She reports him as replying 
"SaCrifice to the uttermost and the conquest of 
the spirit over the flesh. And the one way to 
teach such a lesson is through the living ex
ample of the teacher which the pupil follows 
without being aware of it." 

She then asked Mr. Gandhi "But the greatest 
of teachers are very rare. What is their most 
out.tarding quality /" He said" the word of 
Christ 'sell all that thou hast and follow Me,' 
and these words must be taken literally." 

One who can speak thus has indeed been 
profoundly influenced by Christianity. 

"There have been many times." he said on 
another occasion when I did not know which 
way to turn. But I have gone to the Bible and 
particularly the New Testament and have 

.... Mammon means the God of riches and worldliness. 
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it may be possible for an Indian practising 
denial to live in contentment on the produce 
of his own country alone. 

His intellectual position drives him at pres
ent to try torealiz. the happiness and independ
ence of India by the method of simplification 
of wants and contentment with very little mat
erial satisfaction. 

He has carried this to such lengths that he 
has called for a repudiation of all European 
intellectual life since an Indian should be 
satisfied with the culture of his own country 
as well as with its material products and its 
manufactures. An Indian then should enjoy 
his own civilization without letting his gaze 
stray away to that of Europe. In this latter 
view the great Indian poet Tagore opposes 
him, believing th.t all culture and all know
ledge help forward the human soul. 

To his countrymen Mahatma Gandhi is a 
prophet like those prophets who appeared of 
old to guide the peGple of Israel. He touches 
their religious sense as deeply as their polit
ical enthusiasm. 

Gandhi has strongly developed religious 
views and lives a life closely moulded all 

Christian principles which have influenced 
him more deeply than those of any other faith, 
although he has never made any clear profess
ion of Christian allegiance. 

Our contemporary "Kawkab el Sharq" in 
an article published during April last under the 
title of "Views concerning Christ and Christ
ianity I, taken from II Le Journa1 de Geneve" 
published some of Gandhi's thoughts about 
Christianity. We quote a few (as taken from 
that paper) for the interest of readers of 
HOrient and Occident." 

Gandhi is quoted as saying "I believe in the 
teaching of Christ as I understand it from the 
sermon which He gave on the Mount of Olives 
and I believe in what is contained in that ser
mon taken as it stands. My interpretation of 
it disagrees with that of Christian commenta
tors. Had I meditated only on the sermon on 
the Mount of Olives which I have expounded 
to the best of my ability, I should have hasten
ed to declare myself a Christian. 
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What I want to be told is some way by which 
whenever I sin I am sure to repent. This is 
exactly what the Gospel gives to us. If when 
we do wrong we will look at that sin in the 
light that shines from the Cross of Christ we 
shaIl begin to ha te it. 

If we practice the companionship of Christ. 
if we form the habit of constantly turning to 
Him and thinking of His mind and will, if we 
remember what the sins we have in our own 
souls meant to Him, we shall come to hate 
those sins and turn away from them; and in 
that way God takes away the sins of the world. 

And so in the Cross we see God bearin(l; the 
burden of the world'. suffering and sin, and by 
bearing it he shows us the way not to escape it 
but to bear it 'with Him. If we take care that 
all our suffering is suffering in the companion
ship of Christ, we shaH find that we have the 
strength to endure it. We shall not only have 
the strength to endure it, we shall be better for 
enduring it, and we shall find that, for us too, 
suffering becomes part of th.e perfection of 
life. We shall find that ill suffering with Him 
our fellowship with him is closer th.n it has 
ever been before, and in that feHowship there 
"iII be a joy so deep as to swallow up all the 
suffering and pain, and leave u. only filled 
with the delight of being united with Him. 
Fellowship with Him is heaven, and the sat
isfaction of all men's needs. 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Mahatma Gandhi the Indian nationalist lead
er of the present age looks at western civiliza
tion and its multiplicity of claims with no 
complacent eye, especially When he contrasts 
that rich civilization with the needs of his 
countrymen and the poverty of his mother
land. 

His own spiritual growth has been in the 
direction of freeing his soul by the method of 
doing without or at least reducing the number 
and complexity of material appliances so that 
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A problem arises here. How can there be 
suffering in the Almighty Creator? We see at 
once that nothing could happen to Him against 
His own will; but the suffering we are speak
ing of is not suffering against the sufferer's 
will. It is selfsacrifice. 

The story of the love of Christ does not end 
with the Cross. Beyond the Cross there is the 
empty tomb of the resurrection. and only in 
the two together do you have the whole truth. 
It is suffering through which He exerts His 
power-through which He wins His enemies 
into friendship. And the whole of the fact is 
not just suffering, but triumph won through 
suffering. 

You will often hear it said that "God will 
forgive you if you repent." Th .. t is not the 
,reatest thing that we need to be told: because 
our chief difficulty is that we cannot repent. 
I only do what is wron g beeausse I like it. 
What is going to make me stop likinJ: it? 
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But that is true because there was some loye 
of God in his heart to begin with. If there 
Wer~ not, none of these results would follow. 
A brutal nature tends to get worse and coarSer 
under the influence of pain. But a refined 
nature becomes purer and more beautiful jUst 
because in bearing it such a nature has to call 
upon all available spiritual resources. It is 
said of Christ Himself that He was made per
fect through suffering and that He I~arned 
obedience through the things that He suff~red. 
He had al ways been obedient-there had never 
been any failure on that side. but there was a 
depth of completeness of obedience which 
came through His suffering that there could 
not be before. 

It is in the sufferings of Christ that we find the 
truth of the problem of other suffering. The 
Gospel puts before us the suffering of Christ 
always as something due to the love God All 
that it shows about our Lord'. death begins 
with the love of God. .. God so loved the 
world that He gave His ollly begotlon 50n."
and millions have found in this the means by 
which they have e~caped from their own sins 
and known of their forgiveness. 

Let us Iry 10 understand this matter a little 
better. 

There are two great problems about Divine 
forgiveness. First, if we k now that God forgives 
us, will it not weak~n QUTconscif'nct"? Would it 
not be better for us to know that we have always 
got to be;,lf all the consequencE'S of our sins? 
Shall we not be inclined to say, HGod does not 
mind. so it call1lOI vt'ry much matter what I do"? 
That is the first difficultv. And the second is 
thai it may suggest 10 us thatGod Himself is in
indifferent to sin. If He is indifferent, how can 
He .hen be perfectly rilthteous? Both of these 
difficulties are removed by the Cross of Christ. 
If you have heard your own pardon spoken 
through the lips of Christ upon the Cross, you 
will never say God did not mind, because there 
in Christ UPOIl the Cross you see what your 
sins have ac.ually meant to Him. 11 matters as 
much as all that. And let us remember that 
the sins which .ent Christ to the Cross are the 
sins which we have everyone of us got in our 
own hearts. It was not the thieves and the mur
derers that brought Him to His death-it was 
pride, it was greed, it was the selfi .. h barbarism 
of the respectable people. He had offended 
both the political and the ecclesiastical author
ities. He had shown no respect for their 
commercial interests when they interfered with 
the service of God; and it was for these thinlts 
that He was put to death. And there is not 
one of us free from all those sins. We are the 
kind of people who bring upon God the suffer
ing represented in the Cross of Christ: and so 
the Cross helps us Itot only to understand but 
to act. 
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of it. But pleasure dOe. not help men forward 
to greater things. 'I'he pleasures of the past 
generations have perished quickly. The pains 
that have heen endured by martyrs with their 
faith, or by heroes with their courage, are 
amon, the imperishable treasures of mankind. 
Pain nobly borne has a nobility, an excellence, 
that pleasures Can never have. 

This leads me to the =d m",h, Ih;"C 1 
want to say, Pain is the chief means in the 
world for calling 0\11 sympathy. We pass 
hundreds of people tbat we meet in the street 
without feeling: any connection with them at 
all, but if we find on~ of them suffering acute 
pain, at once we kllc:,W that he is our brother 
and we want to help bim. One of the ways of 
stating the aim of hurnan life is to say that it is 
a growth in fellowsflip, and there is nothing 
like pain and the experiences of pain for 
creating fellowship. Think, too. of the mean
ing in the world of the pain of mothers in 
bringing forth their children, and what their 
children owe to thenl for it. There is one of 
the permanent influ~nces drawing men out of 
their selfishnesses. 

The other ~reat difficulty is the problem of 
distribution. It seems, that so often the innocent 
suffer and the guilty do not. But when we feel 
like that it generally means Ihat we are think
ing irreligiously, an<lthat we are taking an un
Christi.n view of lif~. The aim for the Christ
ian is not that he may be happy while he 
«main selfish. It is thai he should be made 
like Christ. Heavell means fellowship with 
God, and God is love; therefore a selfish person 
coOld not enjoy Heaven if he found himself 
there. It is only those in whom the spirit of 
God, which is Ihe Spirit of love, h .. become 
supr€me, who are capable of enjoying Heavtn. 

rr all that is true, Ihen what we shall ask 
about suffering is not whether a man deserves 
it. but what he is gelling out of it. 

We very often make a mistake bere, because 
we take for our guiqe what the stale does in 
dealing with criminals. The state uses pain 
of various kinds to prN'errt as from dain" 
thing:s which, becamse we are selfish, we might 
want to do. It is therefore quite right to ask 
about anyone puniShed by the state whether 
he deserved it. Hut when we take the religious 
standpoint instead Of the political slandpoint, 
we ourhl to be thillkin~ not so much as to 
whelher the man deserved the suffering but 
whether he can ma.ke any q.se of it, and it is 
only those who hav~ reached some d,gree of 
growth who can make any Use of pain at all. 
All things work tOgHher for good to them that 
of love God. If therei,. the love of God in a man's 
heart everything that happens to him sfrength .. 
ens his fellowship with God. Therefore all 
that happens works together for hi. good. 
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whole existence. The problem has two main 
forms. There is first the problem of moral 
evil. I am not going to say very much about 
this because the argument is clearer, I think} in 
the case of suffering. About moral evil, how
ever, I want to say this much, The root of it, as 
we have already seen, is always one thing-it 
is selfishness; and what selfishness means is 
that we pursue our own interests without regard 
to the good of others. N ow if there i. a God, 
His will is for the good of all, and it is only 
when we are preferring the good of all to our 
own interests that we are serving God. What 
God wanted was beings who would be able to 
love Him, and we can understand that perfectly 
well. If a man makes a machine that works 
perfectly, it does what he meant it to do-it is 
completely obedient to his will: but it is 
perfectly useless as a companion. The failure 
of the machine as a friend is just that you are 
spiritual and it is not: if a man is spiritual, 
still more completely is God spiritual, and there 
will be little joy for God in those things which 
obey His will when they Can do nothing else. 
If He is to have joy from their service of Him, 
they must be people who might choose to serve 
themsehes instead of Him. And as buman 
life has developed, the disappointment tbat 
follows on our selfishness bas led to the 
realization- that we can only have what we 
desire in the service of God. 

God might have created us knowinr: this 
from the beginning, and if He had, we should 
have had no gratitude to Him nor delight in 
His service. We depend for our life upon the 
air we breathe, but we never stop to think that 
we are depending on the air until there isn't 
enough of it. Whatever we have in abundance 
without effort we take for granted and it loses 
its meaning. With that, I leave this first part 
of the problem and turn to the problem of suf
fering. 

Why is all this suffering allowed in the 
world, and why is it distributed as it is? It is 
not only the amount of it; it is the problem 
why some people suffer wbo don't deserve it 
and others don't who do deserve it. Let us 
take them separalely.-Why is there any suf
fering at all? 

I IVant first to call your attention to this fact. 
Suffering is the only condition on which hero
ism can exist. If there were no pain there 
would be no courage. Which is better-a 
world with pain and courage to bear it, or a 
world with no pain and no courage? For our
selves, of course, we are always wanting 
pleasure, but when we laDle back we know that 
the pleasures of our ancestors have contributed 
nothing: to progress. A great many pleasures 
are really good while they last, and theym.ke 
life go more easily and take the bitterness out 
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THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING. 
by the Right Rev. William Temple D,D. 

Bishop of Manchester. 

I ha ve tried to put before you in these lectures 
some of the reasons forthinking that the weight 
of argument intellectually is strongly in favour 
of belief in God. I would ask you to consider 
the fact that these arguments get great support 
from the way in which religious experience 
coincides with them. But as IiOon as we do 
accept belief in God, one great problem arises 
-it is the problem of evil; and I would begin 
by saying that I do not think tbat there is or 
can be any complete solution. All the solutions 
that I know of which claim to be complete, 
either diminish tbe goodness of God or else 
make ligbt of the fact of evil, But 1 think we 
can see why it is that this problem will exceed 
our power of explanation, because w hat really 
needs to be done with evil is not to explain it 
but to abolish it, and it is ouly when it is 
abolished that we shall see the whole of it 
enough to understand it and explain it. 

What we have got in religion are some 
truths that we can follow. ,Ve do not find as 
we follow these truths that we completely solve 
the problem, but we do find that we are never 
brought to a dead stop: and first 1 wish to call 
your attention to the fact that the problem of 
evil only arises if we do believe in God. If 
you don't believe in God you have no reason 
to be disturbed at there being evils in the 
world. If there is no God it is just as reason
able that the world should be bad as good-the 
problem only arises when we believe in the 
goodness of God and then wonder at the evil 
in the world. We feel a strong pressure witb
in us to believe the world really ought to be 
good, and that means that the natural way in 
which our mind works takes for granted the 
existence of God. That still does not complete
ly prove anything. But as the only scientific 
test of truth is satisfying the mind, there is no 
reason why we should not take this too as 
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I HAVE FINISHED THE COURSE. 

This magazine was founded in the yoar 1905, 
through the efforts of two young men, whose 
hearts were full to overflowing of love towards 
the East and its people. They were Dou&las 
Montague Thornton and William Temple 
Gairdner. When Dougla. Thornt"n passed 
away in the year 1907. it fell to the lot of his com· 
rade, Temple Gairdner, now so well known in 
the Arabic world, tobear the burden of carrying 
on this magazine for a little more than 21 years. 
With him there have been associated other 
helpers in the work, whose names may be read 
on the cover of the magazine, but Canon 
Gairdner throughout this long period of time 
has remained constant in his service of this 
periodical. advancinl( it with hi. own brilliant 
gifts and wilh the fruits of his mind, his heart 
and hi. spirit. 

And now to our deep regret we, his asso
ciates must announce to OUf readers the death 
of our leader and our captain, who passed to his 
eternal rest. early in the morning of Tuesday, 
May 22nd, 1928. In his sickness. in his death 
he was victorious over suffC!ring, triumphant 
over death. 

Truly Canon Gairdner has finished his 
course. He was &reat in life. great in death. 
His outstanding personality was distinguished 
by the depth of his humilIty. by his service of 
love, by his sacrifice in joy, his patience in 
hope. 
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hel~les.ne.s with an unclouded and thankful 

spmt. As he lay in the hospital his soul was 

continually in prayer for hi' friends. One after 

another-Egyptian, Syrian, British, he lifted 

their characters and their needs to his Master's 

love, praying with thanksgiving for them all. 

But even more than prayer, prai»e was the note 

of that sick room. Christ did not fail his serv

ant and the presence of Christ turned the room 

into a place of joy. "Streams of praises" 

those parched, fevered lips said one day, or 

HE h" veryt Ing in this rOom is saying glary," 

and on the last Sunday of his life when asked 

if he had anything on his mind, that voice that 

hardly find hreath to speak above a whisper 

was heard to say" It's all songs," 

Thanks be to God for His unspeakable lift! 

!! ~J 
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The trend of developments in the mission 

led him especially in later years into a very 

close pastoral relationship with the Arabic con

gregation, which, formerly worshipped in St. 

Mary's Church and now has its centre at Bulac. 

What of this pastoral work? Last night I was 

in the houle of a widow, whose husband pas

sed on nine days earlier than his minister and 

friend. She showed me a letter, written in 

Arabic.-the Canon confessed it was without 

the doctor's leave-when he himself was in 

extreme weakness. He told her how her hus

band'. long patience had many times helped 

him in his illness, and gave her oth<r comfort. 

Mrs. Gairdner delivered this letter in Dahir. I 

cannot describe to you the treasure that that 

note has already become in this Syrian home. 

" He has been a tender father to us all" the 

woman said. Whether it is with men or women 

or even with the quite young children, he has 

won his way with the mOlt penetrating influ

ence into their lives and homes. And this 

tender pastor was also a wise master builder, 

laying down the foundations for the life of the 

Arabic Church which he served. He was in

strumental in dr. wing up for that Church her 

spiritual charter, a charter based on love for 

Christless souls and on love and respect for 

olher Christian communions. He will live iu 

that church's future service of love to others. 

This life of fifty five years so crowded with 

great service was tested at the end, after the 

years of full activity with the hard test of com

plete passivity. For five months a gallant 

struggle was made against toxic poisoning, 

and during those five months doctors and 

friends were amazed at the cheerful courage 

and patience of one who had been the most 

active of men and now accepted his pain and 
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and Modern Cosmogonies (early systems of 
Astronomy and the latest): The Cause of this 
War from Cresar to Kaiser (race movements 
and European history): Some Shakespeare 
plays: R. L. Stevenson: The development 
and structure of music: How the hieroglyphics 
were deciphered." Such was the list on that 
half sheet of paper and he asked for half a 
day's notice before giving a lecture. Yet his 
amazing power to mobilize at the moment 
anything he knew and his exact scholarship 
never ran away with him. They were so much 
equipment for service, and with all hi. learn
ing he kept that rare thing in contoversy-a 
chivalrous regard for the best in the other sys' 
tem, and a balanced and judicial use of his 
own powers. Fairness, essential fairness for 
its own sake. 

Mention has been made of his dramatic sense. 
Some of you may remember in 51. Mary'. 
church a stage erected having as its hack
ground the chancel and the altar. Boys from 
Old Cairo Mi .. ion School acted in Arabic his 
wonderful play" Joseph." You will remem
ber how the church, which was filled to the 
doors, vibrated with the spirit of the simplicity 
and passion which breathed through the play. 
At the close, a. the church emptied, and the 
spell cast by the play gradually lifted, a figure 
in a black cassock was left kneeling at the altar 
steps his features motionless in prayer. It was 
the author-producer. The drama in Cairo had 
been consecrated at last, and steeped in the 
spirit of prayer. 0 si sic omnes. 

It will illustrate his power of concentration 
when I tell you that one at least of those script
ural plays was written as he sat on the third 
class deck of a Mediterranean steamer between 
Alexandria and Brindisi, writing, writing, writ~ 
ing, oblivious to passing meals, and dancing 
sailors, and playing children, as hour after hour 
the characters came to life under his pen. A 

thread was tied round the manuscript at Brind
isi,-to his wife for typing, and so to the pub

lisher. This in the first hours of furlough after 
the activities of a Cairo year; 
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tisement was unthinkable. It was a night in 
June, and he had just finished examining: nine
teen missionaries in classical and colloquial. 
He was due to sail in five days. I looked in at 
his study at midnight and asked if, the Exam. 
being over, the coa.t was fairly clear. He 
gently removed my impression. There was 
the colloquial Arabic grammar that he was 
striving: to get through the press, a book of 
some 300 pages, in the phonetic script, which 
involved much research in the spohn dialect 
of this country and the most exact accuracy. 
There was a theological and philosophical 
book on the Holy Trinity, especially written 
for Moslem readers. A mass of work in 
Islamic as well as in Chri.tian thought had 
gone into the preparation, so that, objections 
having been forestalled, it could be assimilated 
by the Moslem mind. This was to be publish
ed in India. Then other publishers had been 
pressing him for the preface on Eastern music 
to a book which was in their hands, and he 
was also working to finish a manual in Arabic 
on the Holy Communion service, with prepara
tion, explanation and thanksgiving, for use by 
Egyptian congregations, I then realized tbat 
this one man was producing work on lan
li!'uage, phonetics, theology, devotion and 
music, while he lived two feet from an inces
sant telephone, and men in varied walks of 
life kept coming up for interviews. And yet 
however long and hard he bowed his back to 
overwork, he could not be enslaved. Whether 
it was through his life-long love of music, to 
which he always had recourse, or from some 
deep fount· from which music itself and his 
strong dramatic sense and love of art took 
their rise, he kept his zest in life, and the sense 
of his own spontaneous relatedness to its va
rious forms. How manifold these interests 
were, the following episode may indicate. He 
was expected to lecture at Kantara Camp for 
some days during the \Var. In answer to a ques
lion he sent a brief note of subjecls from 
which to select. It was as follows :-"Moham
med: Mohammedanism: The History of 
Egypt, ancient, middle, or modern periods: 
Modern Novelist. and H. G. Wells: Ancient 

• 
.) .!U; .)\S' J 0 ~_;; ~~ .;,~ '11 ~p .... Wl .... A~ I .)l( 

4.-.,;; .)t...;"\.,j_ i:.i .... ;" ~~ Jt-! JlJ.:r ~ , , 
I •• ,;,. ';'\S'J' ~~)JI" " ..... All ~I.,; :>\.-J' J'!J 

• 
.) ~:\p .:.\;..,.;,\ ....;,1 ... ; J 0 r~1 .. _~ .... A~ j .. ..ll j<-
-..A;' .a:; ~ .;, lI' bI lr ..:J L J J:lli -..A...w. .,; ~(~ 

• 
Ij- JI jl ~b JJ 4.i.1. ~J Jo.;,6;;.. ~I IY tJ".J1 ~a! 
~:~J.JI -..:.U~ J",,:II"; ...al;_ ... \..I.;,l(;1 0 r .. )II ...... 

j;,1.l~! ~~ 1"- • .,; C:! .,..1:_(' J"" - ~ )JI 

.,; Je"l.lI ~I .,I .... p\ r ):_1 .... j J • ~-t,.~JI ~i J....JI 
• 

o ~ .. l:.:11 ~j-lil t: ,~I .~.,; ~; )lll ~. ;1.:11 '~I 

o .J'~ J~i '~4u.;\J~iJL.l ~ .,..1;(JI \~ .. ~ ')\S'J 

.;, )1:lI 4f J..l; .j J"'1 .,..1:..\ 1..:.!1 ... \..1 .;,\S' J 

.) J~! ..... J . ~ .. UI .\.;All J~ 'lI \..: .. ;. .... -1.11 
. "" ~~!_IIJ~!,":>\.-'11 )ts::j ~I..,. )'''; I~ b Jr. .,I .... pl 
• 

IX" 0 <.5)\~ ~I J.i.lI u. )., JlI .::.\.:.\-,,~'1\ ~I.,J 

J. ;J:i. J . ..\.:J.I ,~ .) ~~S:JI I~ .. J'':'~ .;,1 ':-'~ • 
~ .:,.i."ll.) ~ L\; Cll.U IS ....... I c..l\' 4(( .!\I; 

c.; \S' ~; J'.:.1I j:-,,11 .) .;\ ..,..1:5 ~ ...... - IJ. J-J.: .;,1 
.;,l( 4_ ... .::.J."II .)" 0 4: ....... )i:.i; J ~\. ~ • .:,.< J' 
~.:.lI to .... ;. Ii. ~j.JI -..:.U~ 4l:S" J~.;,I ~ 

• 
..;. Jh Itl!"I; J lJ. ,1-4:.. '11 ~~ ~:...':' ~..wl 
.4!J' .. U.::.bl1:, ;",~l.il I .. : .. ;' ...... i .... iJ.lf~·)! JS:.:.lI 

c.i)1 .,; [.j>: ....... 1)1 J~ )I.!\I;.;,I .:,.) ),1 ~~..\.:o" . 
''::'J.)\I\"o.::.\J~'lI1 (.J'~\ f,) .::.tAl; ......... \)\ 

~~ ~ ';'J<:I:11 'V.. ~j'" J. J . .j:-JlIJ ocr!j>-:)IJ 

hJI '-!l~ .... '-! ""I~ Jf= .)J 0 ":lIJ:tI .::.A~1.J4 
• §J .jt!; ~~I ... I t:J . -s:" , .. A;'1 .;,~IJ 

~A:~I J~ . .J..i IJ. .... ~.:-~ f 4; l; ;.;;W:I w4J1 .~ 
" . 

.. !.I~;) lJ':" ...... ! ~" ~,I'_J ;~LI ;~l! lotI, 

.!U; .,; J..:..lI C-.;: l-':lJ 0 4 .. 1:;,L\ 1!Ls:'..:.IJ It~I';' "I! 
". • J j;,1.":~)\J 1_,1, It:lI ~I!.;,l( .;lI j:-J~U ~:~ I 

J~;'; J:¥ tr.~ JI L:';: I~l" 0 IJ.l~ J ;I:LI J; '';: 
~AI ,;,,,:,.<lI ... .!...>'J '-!JAlI 4:1;: .. :11 '-:I'IJ~.....:.,; .. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



started in Arabic and English. Its ability 
and its charity, .s well as the religious and 
educatiunal value of its articles were early re
cognized. Its circulation extended rapidly 
frgrn Alexandria to Assouan, and included 
many Mohammedan readers. After Thornton's 
death in 1907, it seemed impossible that its 
issue could be carried on. Yet for the past 
twenty-one years Gairdner has born the main 
responsibility for its continuance. The re
moval of Thornton in 1907, at the age of thirty 
four was the grtatest blow of Gairdner's life. 
At intervals younger men came and mostly 
went. The war took some. And Gairdner be
came the residuary legatee of works begun
and left, of pastorates vacated, and the stand
ing arbiter for little matters that never should 
have reached him. We saw his great creative 
genius cut to fragments in the service of needs 
as they arose, while the world-controversy still 
called him, if the spaces came and he could 
give his time to problems of the wider field. 

That Christ should stoop for his incarnate 
years to spend his life in healing peasants, and 
in offering his deepest clues to men who could 
not read them, can alone reconcile lIS to such 
a mind so spent, to such a life so lived. But it 
does reconcile us. And it may well be that 
the divinest thing that Gairdner ever could 
have created was what he did create, a welded 
group of Egyptian and Syrian and European 
in one church, in whose lives his spirit and the 
Christ to whom he pointed had become a 
precious and an integral possession. Who 
doubts the hold of Christ in the presence of so 
willing an effacement? But to return. Among 
the activities of the succeeding years, was the 
revolution which he produced in the teaching 
of Arabic. This will affect the whole future 
missionary community, and make possible not 
only a large saving of time in the language 
course, but also a far closer contact between 
Egyptian and foreign minds. It was during 
this period that a chance remark showed me 
something of the range and grasp of his schol
arship and versatility. r had lived with him 
for months without realizing it. He was a man 
to whom the faintest exhalation of selfadver-
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presenta tion of Christ. We can only look at 
two "f these methods now by way of illustra
tion. The keenest spirit of enquiry and dis
cussion was aroused by a series of meetings 
for students and educated effendies which the 
two organized at their home in Beit Arabi 

Pacha. Subjects were chosen of especial interest 
to yonng educated and professional men-top_ 
ics social, historical, and scientific. Sympathy 
was esta blished over a wide field and a great 
insight was gained into the effendi ontlook 
upon many subjects. The discussions natural

ly led On to Questioi1S of motive, character' 
and underlying faith, and many close contacts 
were formed. There were exciting times too, 
when the meetings were broken up through 
opposition - occasions which required very 
delicate handling. Many of the speakers were 
sincere. Sometimes, however, some intellect_ 
ual trickster with no notion of spiritual reality 
would provocatively spin warns, Such mere 
argumentativeness gradually discovered itself 
to be in the presence of resourceful learning, 
keen insight and direct integrity-in the pres
ence of men of God. One story of this period 
I heard the other day from a friend of mine 
who was working with Gairdner in this early 
period. A certain disputant said to him, in an
ger "inta qaleel il adab "-HYauare impolite,', 

(it is a most inflaming sentence in Arabic). 
Gairdner placed his hands over his eyes for a 
moment and slightly bent forward his head' 
There is no doubt that he was quietly in 
prayer. The man who had tried to insult him 
said afttrwards "I do not yet know the Christ
ian religion nor its creed, but when he takes 
my action in that way it is a lo~ical proof that 
Christianity is truth." It was the spirit in which 
these men bore attack which was the most 
convincing evidence of the presence of Christ 
in His Church. Much of Gairdner's deepest 
work was done with men, one by one, whose 
interest had been aroused through these meet
ings. 

One other method must here suffice to illus

trate lheir work. In 1905 "The Occident and 

Orient," a monthly Christian magazine was 
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the executive had at last retired long after 
midnight, Tatlow a woke and sa w, in the dim 
light, Gairdner kneeling up and pouring out 
his soul to God in prayer. 

So we see him on the threshold of his foreign 
work-his vision, labour, co·operative spirit 
unsparing self-dedic.tion, faith. 

Gairdner took up work with the Church 
Missionary Society in Cairo in 1899. Another 

man of great calibre had preceded him by 
one year-his friend Douglas Thornton, wbo 

had been a leader of the leaders in the Student 
Movement at home. The two men worked to
gether in a tremendous alliance for eight years, 
till Douglas Thornton's death, due largely to 
overwork. in 1907. Both were men in the great 
mould, possessing; complementary and strongly 
contrasted gifts. Their close working friend
ship recalled historic combinations of men 
whose twin· genius united extensive and inten~ 
sive, prophecy and scholarship, the world of 
action and the world of ideas. We think of 
Luther and Melancthon, of John and Charles 
Wesley, and, in another sphere, of Garibaldi 

and Mazzini. Thornton was the dauntless 
Cambridge evangelist, the man who "thought 
in continents and archbishops" with prescient 
vision of openings years before they became 
visible to others; "the prophet-preacher all the 
time", Gairdner was the scholar, at work upon 
foundations, consolidating gains, building the 
permanent structure and making results avail
able through solid literary productivity. 
Thornton surveyed and mastered the religious 
di.position of continents. with a wealth of 
minute detail, as a basis for his flashing 
strategy. Fresh lines of approach thronged 
into his mind by day and night. Gairdner 
with his instinct for fundamentals mined and 
tunnelled his way into the heart of Islamic 
theology and thought, and evolved expressions 
of Christian doctrine which without ever 
betraying its essential truth should carry with 
him the Islamic religious sense, and never 
needlessly antagonize it. So the two men 
'Worked together in the closest cooperation, 
using method after method to effect a clearer 

... .:.) ..I.,,!, - <J:}-J'i. ,,,~JlI J,,~; J~ ,;-,)\1.11 Y

.10..&::,_1 .}.\II ---..;~ • ..I.,,! "-!..i:~:JI 4!!.l.1 ..I.;'~ 1 J'; I 

l::~ .}.\II (,)\1o.j j~ r:- ISL « ,)\:; , ),}SJI 
1. ~'(' (' 

4111 ('1..1 ~"- ...... i ,:-,"_~ 

IL.I.~I~J':'" .,I.}I [,)\':...II~:$ J~ .Ij 1..i,(...J 

)\..I.':_\J • .jJ~1 .11 J:.i (.JJ' . <$,,; (,y'" . 41 

..I.:l-" .;:.!~ • .)1~IJ • IJ"!JS:::IIJ ~!",,:,:U 

~ '.;I'I .. JI":!..I.~ .. ~ ... 'JI'-:l-)\ j~ j~ .:; .. :11 

))".,A ,,:,l.!, • ..1.>-1" .. :-/ It;ll ~.i.~..I.' .jls'".\" .. , 

,:,Is'" .)":'); '-"'~ J' ~.i.!..1. __ ... ,,, - tl:J1 ,;-,YJI 

,:,)\:--jl Jlo.I;.((;1 J "fbJl .. .:or J .,1.&)1.;:5"1 .,A - ~ 

JI.),,:'); J.i.:,1 <i>- .::..1,,:- Jlt ,..I.. I .. .j)\-! 

.J...!I J~I~'JI.k} .IJ~':" I .. ·V .. ;...J .. :~I) 
• J;.-'JI 1 .. r: • ..I,,..I)IJ~ ~l~:.~l~ )1,:-,,,1,, • .;:.;(, 

6,IJ~1 lSi--" ':'!Jo.,)l1 JI.:;!)I L.y:"I .. ; ,bi ..I.;J 

~J.i.~~ J~) , "t~ It:; .:,.,;.\ \foJl '-1'".1..:.11 6.:;':)I:JI 

'-!UI ."i If'; .:.A ;;1 <iJl 6~1"J...I .":!I::. ~Ij. <$"; - , -
I..i,,, ,1.,1..1.; • J~I - }:ill OJ"! Jull ;" •. (all 'J';'! 

ISj<;'., . .),,:;~. c: J') IS;., l;,!Jo;1 .1I.)"I.:J1 

IS}; J..r .)1..1.:-- J"J-JIJ"J)':'i" .)"~.J:";''il 
e.;:<{ J":'~' J.'); S~j . \?!jl.. L <$..I,~!J~ 
.>.:i ...... IJ .:,.,l!. J jS::~')1(' <$.ill J~ )1". '<$j~1 - , 
~_II ~~JI .)i.~ .,..:~ .) ~ .J:.ill • IS..I.. ..I..! 1 .1 I 

J,)j .)Is' • ,:,I_il <$1 ~ol.l. e.:.i.:i',:,1 J~i \~'iIJ 

J- ..I.~":'~ <$.ill tl..ll .)~..i j, J~ 1..1 • t.~ll JM)I 

J •• JI .:,. ~:l:.J\ U"\;.:-~, (1..1\\ .l;,~1 (."\, cr-'il , 
11.1" "-_1)1 ~!JlI .:r,l~l\ Jo .)J:'); l..U'1:::.:.1I 
~ . ~ ~ 

1 ... 1i ;,\ •• ,jl<-;.~.s;:JI ~!I..I.:U I_l-I !Joj~l" It\~,,,I.i.:~ 

<ill ~; ~j;' J':'''~; ;~j~ I.IJ • }r J:J .::.1., JJ!.l\ 
" . 

4."JI ,;-,I~ JI LA!J!.;J.:;.!. (UI" JJ ... 'i1 JI J~' 

..I..:~; t "~ ... !_ll .>.:l • ..\l.::.l""lk ... .k~.-IJ .... )\_ 'JI 

J" • ..:.1\ .::... __ 'J IV:S::.1 J • <$ j" J~I !?,I':' ~I .:;LI .:,~ 
Y)\."! .))\:. jl Jlo I~S::" J .• ;..; ~ J ..;)\_ 'JI .j!JlI 

electronic file created by cafis.org



this generation." They were the days of bold 
plans and of great friendships. nay more, they 
were the days of total dedications to a Christ 
whom men were seeing with an unlooked for 
clearness. The Student Volunteer Missionary 
Union was then coming into being in Britain, 
and the World Student Christian Federation 
was passing from idea to fact. A great crea
tive impulse from God was stirring the student 
field. Young missionary statumen-Donald 
Fraser, William Holland, Alec Fraser, Douglas 
Thornton, Temple Gairdner, andmany others 
were being flung out into distant fields. 

And this moveme-nt was no mere flash in 
some youthful pan. Expansion aJld consol
idation have marked its history for thirty years 
in which period literally millions in many 
lands have felt the widening circles of its 
power. 

Gairdner's nature, too, was deep soil, for the 
roots of faith. He came of a family possessed 
of profound mental gifts, he came also from a 
home of deep Christian ideals. Work, hard 
scholarly work, resulting in high honours in 
classics and philosophy at Oxford, equipped 
his thorough-balanced Scottish mind to meet 
new situations as they arrived, and to.interpret 
the facts of faith in ways from which he never 
need recede. When the call came to him for 
foreign service, it is indicative of his spirit 
that he prayed that God would send him to the 
hardest place on earth. 

It was at this time that some words of Christ 
recorded by St. Mark came vividly out of the 
text, and spoke to Gairdner: they were these: 
" Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I shall be baptized with ?-They say unto 
him' We are able' he saith unto them' Ye 
shall '" Another glimpse of these early days 
was given me by Dr. Tatlow, of the British 
Student Movement. At one of those first con
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Jesus said: Ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you, and ye shall be 
my witnesses. (Acts I: 8). And one such wit_ 
ness, whose life showed the manifold gifts of 
the Spirit, i. in ali our thoughts to-day. Canon 
Temple Gairdner early dedicated himself, and 
all his powers, to making Christ known and 
loved by those who knew Him not. That very 
fact involved for him a measure of obscurity. 
His greatest work went on unknown to many 
of his countrymen in Egypt. Let us then look 
at his life, with the breadth of its interests and 
diversities of its energies, and catch something 
of the impress of that rare character. 

I sha 11 not exaggerate. Even if it were ever 
justified, here it is superfluous. Very lately I 
have had hours of conversation with several 
who have known his work from its beginnings 
in Egypt twenty. nine years ago, and with 
others who knew it for large portions of this 
time. Their impressions itrengthened and con
firmed my own. 

First, we naturally a"k, what were the great 
formative influences that turned the course of 

.his life's work into these channels? During hi. 
undergraduate years at Oxford, and those first 
following graduation, the Student Christian 
Movement in England was passing through 
its first great watershed experience of vision 
and of power. Unions of Christian Students 
had come into bdng at Cambridge and Oxford. 
Those leaders of sucb tremendous future prom
ise-John R. Mott, R. E. Speer, and Robert 
Wilder-had come over from America and 
had fired a group of young prophetic men in 
the English colleges with their new watch
word: "The evangelization of the world in 
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Early Symptoms of Consumption. 

Consumption is curable in most cases if 

treated early. 

It may be arrested in the more advanced 

condition, but every day's delay in beginning 

treatment lessens the chance of recovery. 

The early symptoms are often very indefinite. 

The f"llowing symptoms may point to the 

commencement of consumption: 

Cough-however slight if persistent-espe

cially morning cough. 

Spitting of blood-whatever the amount or 

supposed cause. 

Loss of flesh. 

Shortness of breath on slight exertion. 

Pain in the chest or side-if persistent. 

Loss of energy, becoming easily tired and 
feeling run down. 

Loss of a[3petite-especially in the morning 

Anaemia-bloodlessness. 

Huskiness-if persistent. 

Any person having anyone or more of these 

symptoms should have the chest carefully ex

amined by a doctor, especially if there is con~ 

sumption in the family Or amongst fellow 

workers. If you have even the earliest signs 

of consumption, it is better to know it at once. 

Delay is Dangerous. 
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6. Sheuld use separate table utensils. 

7. Should not allow the rooms he occupied to 

be dry swept or dusted. 

8. Should have his bed put in the sun 

frequently. 

9. Should keep his rooms thoroughly ven_ 
tilated night and day, so that they may 

not become infected and a danger to others. 

Special spitting cups and flasks can be 
obtained from any chemist. The sputum from 

the cup or flask should be most carefully 

destroyed at least once a day by burning it, 

washing out generally. The cup or flask 

should be washed out with boiling water taking 

care not to soil the fingers and should be left 

in boiling water for at least ten minutes. 

When coughing, a small piece of rag or a 

handkerchief should be held in front of the 

mouth-the rag or handkechief should be 

burned as SOon as possible after use. Until it 

is destroyed, it should be carried in a small 

linen bag which should be boiled once a day. 

These rags or handkerchiefs should never be 

put in the unprotected bag or in the bed as by 

so doing, the bag and bed clothes become 
infected. 

A cloth damp with disinfectant should be 

placed over the broom for sweeping and a damp 

duster used for dusting. The cloth and duster 

should be disinfected by boiling after use. The 

dust in public houses, schools, public buildings, 

churches, theatres, etc. and railway waiting 

rooms has frequently been found to contain 

the living germs of consumption. Such places 

should never be c1eans~d by dry sweeping and 

dry dusting. In sweeping the floors, a damp 

broom should be used as stated above, or saw

dust damp with disinfectant should be spread 

on the floors before sweeping, 
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To prevent Consumption. 

Consumption is not a highly infectious disease. 
It is not contracted by general contact with a 
consumptive person, nor is it carried through 
the air from person to penon. 

To treat a consumptive person like a leper
if that person is taking precautions-is unwar
ranted cruelty. 

If all the sputum of a consumptive person 
was destroyed before it became dry, the chief 
source of consumption would be abolished. 

To avoid Contracting the Disease. 

1. Live, work and sleep in the fresh air. 
2. Keep the windows open night and day. 
3. Take good food and reasonable exercise. 
4. Have decayed teeth attended to. 
5. Be temp.erate. 
6. Wash the hands before meals. 
7. Breathe through the nose. The nose i. 

capable of destroying germs of all kinds. 
8. See that flies do not gain access to food 

and drink. 
9. Do not sleep in the same room with a con

sumptive person. 
10. Do not live in a house that has been 

occupied by a consumptive until the house 
has been properly fumigated. 

Precautions to be observed by a person who 
already has Consumption. 

No consumptive person can be a danger to 
other people if these simple precautions are 
observed :-

I. The consumptive person should not spit 
anywhere except into a special cup or 
flask. 

2. Should liot cough in the direction of any 
person or over food. 

3· Should not kiss anyone, efpecially child
ren, on the mouth. 

4· Should sleep alone and if possible in a 
separate room or out of doors. 

5. Should never sleep in the same room as 
children. 
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3. Any food or drink, especially milk. 

4. From contaminated hands or articles being 
placed in the mouth, and by kissing a con
sumptive person on the mouth. 

The chief cause of consumption is the spu
tum of a diseased person. This when dried, 
becomes converted into dust which flies in the 
air and is so inhaled directly into the lungs. 

How the Germs are scattered. 

1. By boots and shoes - through sputum 

adhering to them: 

2. By skirts. 

3. By dusty air, especially in doors. 

4. By coughing with uncovered mouth. 

5. By soiled handkerchiefs. 

6. By public drinking cups. 

7. By flies. 

The germ of consumption cannot live in the 
perfectly healthy body. 

Some of the things which weaken the Body 

and enable the Germ to gain a hold. 

1. Living and working in badly ventilated 

places. 

2. Inhaling irritating particles or fumes. 

3. Over fa tigue. 

4. Over indulgence in alcohol. 

5· Unwholesome or insufficient food. 

6. Decayed teeth. 

7. Weakening diseases. 

Sunlight and fresh air kill the germs of con

sumption in a very short time, hut they can 

live for months in dark, damp, badly ven

tilated places. 
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Several times to-day I have been asked what 

were his religious beliefs. His opinions I do 

not know: I know that he was of the religion 
of those that take up their cross and carry it. 

We know that he who was famous for our sakes 

became poor that we might be rich, and in him 

we have seen one made in the image of the 
God we adore. ,Ve thank God for him and 

for the inspiration of his life, and we have no 

doubt that he who died in fighting death for us 

stands to-day before that all-understanding 
throne of Grace from which flow the waters of 

life freely for the healing of the nations." 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

The Cause of Consumption. 

I. The germ. 

2. A weak body in which the germ is able 
to grow. 

This germ is the sole cause ot consump
tion. 

The disease is not inherited. The germ 
may attack any part of the body but is 
found more commonly in the lungs. 

Where the Germ comes from. 

1. The sputum (spit, phlegm or expectoration) 
of a consumptive person. 

2. The spray produced when a consumptive 
person coughs or sneezes. 

3. The milk of consumptive (tuberculous) 
cows. 

How the Germ gains entrance to the Body. 

I. By dried expectoration which is inhaled 
in the form of dust. 

2. By inhaling spray produced when a con
sumptive person coughs. 
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never seen one better attended by Europeans 
and the general public, except the Queen 
Alexandra Memorial Service. Dr. Noguchi 
was a Christian, though I did not know that at 
the lime of the Memorial service, which was 
held in the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Beveridge 
conducted the service, representing the Scottish 
Mission, and I gave a short address. Dr. 
Young, a Scottish doctor, was assisting Dr. 
Noguchi in his work in the laborotory, and his 
wife cabled on hearing of Dr. Noguchi's death 
to know how Yonng was. Young was able to 
cable back that he was perfectly well: the 
next day he went down with yellow fever, and 
died two days Jater. Pretty well the whole 
European community turned out to his funeral. 
There is no yellow fever at present in Accra; 
these men got it in their work and research. 
Dr. Noguchi was sent out by the Rockefeller 
Trust, and Dr. Young was one of the Govern
ment doctors, and one of the ablest. What I 
said at Noguchi's Memorial Service pretty well 
express .. what we feel about these men I 
think. 

"This morning as at dawn I 10Qk.d over the 
beauty of the rolling plain which lies between 
Achimota and Karly Bu I thought of the rolling 
plains of Picardy where so many of us have 
seen men die in numbers. And then I thought 
of him who had died lonely yesterday in Accra 
that these plains and that this land of West 
Africa should he free of a terrible scourge, and 
that our peoples might have life and might 
have it more abundantly. 

Most of us have little knowledge of the great 
man whose memory we have met to honour. 
He was a stranger, and of a different race from 
any of us. But we know the essential thing 
about him, and we come I:"iving that deep 
homage which mankind will ever pay to those 
who have died for us men and for our salvation. 

Twice only did I meet him and both times I 

was struck by his devotion. He had that 

humility which comes to a man when he is 

ahsorbed, caught up in a great cause. 

-
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The Life of Service and Sacrifice. 

[Our English articles this month turn our minds to the 
noble service of the medical profession. In the first the 
Rev. A. G. Fraser, Principal of the great college at 
Achimota, West Africa, tells how a I apanese physician 
laid down his life in research work in regard to that terrible 
tropical disease known as yellow fever. Mr. Fraser did 
not write a formal article, but we have taken these moving 
words from a letter to friends. The Egyptian readers stilI 
bear in mind the deplorable death of the famous surgeon, 
Dr. Ali Bey Ramez, who laid down his life to save one of 
his patients. 

OUf second article comes from New Zeala,nd. It is a 
government poster, pasted up in railway stations and public 
places to instruct the public how to fight tuberculosis. 
that great servant of Egypt, Dr. Harpur, was recently in 
New Zealand and brought this poster back to the beloved 
country of his adoption. He intends not only to circulate 
the poster in its Arabic translation, but to publish a simple 
story by himself explaining to village people how they can 
fight this disease. We call on readers of Orient and 
Occident in all Arabic lands to help in the circulation of 
this information-Editor], 

Here we have been grtatly moved over the 
trouble that has fallen on the medical research 
people. Dr. Noguchi, the famous research 
leader, came over here when Professor Adrian 
Stokes died in Lagos that he might follow up 
his work and explore into the causes of yellow 
fever. It was he who led the yellow fever 
research in Panama and has been responsible 
for great discoveries in other research work as 
well. I met him on the day of his arrival, in a 
committee, and I met him On another occasion 
when he was going to the European hospital, 
iI! with yellow fever; on both occasions I was 
struck by the simplicity and the complete 
devotion of the man to the work that lay before 
him: he was just absorbed in it: it had got him 
entirely: his own life mattered nothing so long 
as he could get his work done. He has now 
died from yellow fever and his body has been 
taken to America where his family are. But 
there was a Memorial service here, and I have 
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The Man Nobody Knows. by Bruce Barton P.T. 22. 

The Book Nobody Knows P.T. 22. 

Original, forceful, strange books which will set everybody who reads them. 

thinking. 
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rAr 
upon external action-what JOU have done; as 
upon what you are becoming in character. 

This means that the test is one of motive •. 
What they were; .. hether they were fulfilled 
is not the important factor. What your inner. 
most thoughts are; thoughts perhaps evil 

which cannot be rtalized in action through 
the restraint of some external force, such as 

convention. 

We come lastly to what do we mean by 
eteroallife. It is as we said earlier fellowship 
with God. That means devotion to a person 
expressing itself in the continual struggle to 
become like that Person. Fellowship with God 
is the effort to realize and actualize the limit. 
le.s possiblities which are inherent in know· 
ledge and character. Fellowship with God is 
expressed in our noblest strivings. A relation. 
ship with, an attachment to a Person, of which 
our moral strivings and religious struggles are 
the external expression, i. something which 
cannot be mapped out in terms of time and 
space. We know that they are spiritual Itate., 
conditions of experience rather than things 
which may be seen with the eye. Since all such 
experiences begin on earth eternal life begins 
on earth. It is not something which we relegate 
to the future, but something which we enter up· 
on now. Such is the teaching of the New Testa. 
ment. It is not written "shall have" eternal 
life; but it is a present tense-hath eteroal 
iif •. 

He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life 

John 3 :36. 

He that heareth My words and believeth 

Him that sent Me hath oternallife, and cometh 

not into jud&ment but hath passed out of death 

into life. John 5 : 24. 

He that hath the Son hath the life. I John 

5: 12. 

This is life eternal that they should know 

Thee the only true God and Him whom Thou 

dids! send even Jesus Christ. John 17: 3. 
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evil are subjected to a purifying discipline. 

This discipline which both good and evil 

undergo is not of a physical nature, but ethical. 

In the process of time all will he purged of 

any evil stains which mar their character, 

thereby being made worthy to enter into the 

final condition of supreme blessedness. This 

view of one stage in our life in the next world 

fits in with the knowledge of life which we 

have here on earth; life as an education, a 

discipline, a moral development. Dr. Hart 

says: "The idea of cleansing seems to me 

inseparable from what the Bible teaches us of 

the divine chastisements; though little is said 

respecting the future state it seems to me in

credible that the divine chastisements in this 

respect change their character when this visible 

life is ended. I do not believe that God's pur

pose of love can ever cease towards us in any 

stage of our existence or that they can accom

plish themselves by our purification and per

fection without painful processes. 

This view is commonly known as universal

ism-the idea being that ultimately no soul 

will perish; but that everyone will reach that 

state of perfection for which he was intended. 

Let me summarize the position so far. 

Upon the way we live our life here hangs 

our eternal future. No man has a right to sup

pose that he can live as he wishes here; that 

at the approach of death he can express sor

row for his past and the future will be allright. 

His sins may be forgiven, but he enters into 

the next world with the character he had here; 

and the less he has tried on earth to follow the 

I:ood, the more difficult it will be in the next 

life. 

This judgment of God is not based so much 

• 
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This leads us to ask what is the future of th e 
righteous and unrighteous. 

We can divide Christian thought of to-day 
up~n this subject under three headings. 

(I) There is that school of thought which 
believes that the judgment passed whether at 
death or at the last day i. irrevocable and final. 
There is no appeal from it whatever. Those 

who have done good .. ill enter into heaven to 
receive as their reward deeper fellowship with 
God. The evil go to hell. Let us be quite sure 
that we do not entertain for a moment error
eo us ideas about hell. We must rid from our 
minds once and for all the old fashioned picture 
of the damned undergoine: endless torment in a 
1ake of fire. The West to-day simply will not 
tolerate such an idea; and she justly rejects the 
immoral picture presented by certain Christian 
preachers of time past-who suggested that 
part of the reward of the blessed was to gaze 
upon the sufferings of the lost. The "Vest 
rejects absolutely a physical hen: she regards 
hen from the moral standpoint, and defines it 
in terms of bitter remorse, the awful realization 
of one's spiritual condition. 

(2) Annihilation. To many it seems incon
sistent with Ihe idea of God given by Jesus 
Christ that God could condemn to an eternal 
hell even of a moral kind-those who had done 
ill. Certain scholars of the West not only 
wish to believe that annihilation is the end of 
the wicked soul, but maintain that such is the 
teaching of Jesus. This doctrine of annihila
tion means that the soul which contiuually 
goes on rejecting the light; calling black white 
and white black; attributing wrong motives 
to every action; such a soul will simply by a 
self-acting process cease to exist. Annihila
tion is the result of inherent consequences 

working themselves out to a logical conclusion. 

The soul is not blotted out as it were by God, 

but by itself. Having a free will it chooses its 

own path and of its own accord keeps reject

ing the good until it finally annihilates itself. 

(3) The third view is that both good and 
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Assuming that there is a judgment we ask 
ourselves of what nature are the rewards and 
punishments. We must at the outset rid our
selves of the ideas of our forefathers; who 
supposed that God was like a great school
master who by bribes and threats of a distinct
ly material kind could induce His children to 
follow certain paths of life. The idea was 

something of this kind. If you do well then 
your reward is a heaven full of delights for 
the flesh; if you do evil then there is a hell full 
of torments for the flesh. 

The great philosopher of Greece, Plato, in 
his "Republic" pours scorn upon the religious 
teachers who describe the dead" as reclining 
on couches at a banquet of the pious, and with 
garlands on their heads spending all eternity 
in wine bibbing, the fullest reward of virtue 
being in their estimation an 'everlastina: 
carousal." 

No I reward and punishment are depend
ent upon the life we have been living here. If 
we have appreciated the good, the beautiful 
and the true we are rewarded with a greater 
experience and appreciation of such qualities 
of life. The man who has loved God here may 
reap material reward, but the reward such 
a man looks for is not carnal or sensual; but 
spritual-a deeper experience in the Divint 
fellowship which he has enjoyed upon earth. 
The reward the good man looks for, as Plato 
says is to hecome like God as far as man may: 
as St. Paul puts it "till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a full grown man, unto the 

.measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 
Eph. 4 : I3. All this means that the reward 
will be opportunities for greater service. Now 

just as goodness has its own reward so the 
evil life carries it. own penalty with it. The 
punishment is the realization-the vision of 

heaven as serving God with the knowledge 
that we would not be able to enjoy it. The 
evil person whose centre of life is self could 

not be happy in a heaven whose keynote is 

selflessness or service, 
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this world. Many persons holding widely 
different religious views, who knew that man', 
position in the next world depended upon the 
use he made of this, have despised and rejected 
this world in a way which Jesus certainly did 
not. This is also true of certain systems of 
philo,ophy. These people have been too 
interested in the other world; they were and 
are too other worldly. On the other hand there 
are those whose interest is centred exclusively 
on this world such as the Rich Fool in the par
able spoken by Jesus in 51. Luke 12: 16; and 
these described by St. Paul in Phil. 3: 19 "whose 
god is their belly, and whose glory i. in their 
shame, who mind earthly thing .... 

The follower of Christ is to be in the world, 
but not of the world; to use it and not 
abuse it. The world is to him a sacrament
spirit expressing itself in and through matter. 
I said earlier that the belief in a future life is 
almost universal; and there was a reason for 
it. It is thi,. Let me quote a Western writer: 
.. the doctrine of a future life has become defi
nitely associated with ideas of retribution; or 
as we might put it more broadly, with the idea 
of a moral government of the world. This 
idea constitutes in fact the real significance 
of the doctrine; and in the general mind the 
idea of a moral order or government of the 
world takes the form of a belief in the 
systematic distribution of rewards and punish
ments after death for the deeds done in the 
body." A belief in a future life necessitate. a 
belief in a judgment of a moral kind. Justice 
which obviously is not meted out impartially 
upon earth demands that her claims be ful
filled; she dema,]ds that there be a judgment 
to redress the balance of this life. It was this 
belief that God must redress the wrongs and 
inequalities of this world which led. the Jews 
to believe in a future life. Religion as well as 
philosophy demands that there sball be a 
judgment with a view to satisfying the claim. 
of justice. This i. well illustrated in the story 
of Dives and Lazarus, Luke 16: 19. Belief in 
God entails belief in the moral government of 
the world; and 50 a judgment in whichl the 
claims of justice can be met. 
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THE LIFE AFTER DEATH. 

(By the Rev. E. G. Parry, M,A, Oxford). 

The belief in an after life is one which we 
find universally diffused; one which has ex
isted almost since the time of man's infancy, 
The belief is found in a highly developed 
form, [in ancient Egypt 1 3000 years before 
Christ. The ancient Chinese, Japanese, Greeks 
and Romans all believed in the real survival of 
the individual after death. Both philosophy and 
religion in their schemes of thought hold to
nay rather require the theory that man I:0es on 
living after his natural body has perished. 
The reasons for this we shall consider later. 
Science certainly cannot deny the possibility 
of a future life. It is quite possible for a 
scientist to believe in human survival without 
any consciousness of clashing with scientific 
assumptions. And what is more, certains cient
ists of the West believe that they ha ve obtained 
scientific proof of the survival of man's per
sonality after death. 

Now man during his life upon earth, by his 
continual response to his en vironment is build
ing up what we call his soul, his personality, 
We speak of such a soul or personality in 
terms of character. We say that man is good, 
is courageous, is generous; has grit, deter
mination and so 011, When the man dies hi. 
soul goes into the next world with the mind 
and character which he has built for himself 
upon earth. At death he does not suddenly 
acquire a new self; nor can he lea ve his old 
self behind; he enters the next life with the 
character he had when he died. Obviously 
then one's position, one's state in the next life 
is going to be dependent upon and resuitant 
from the present life and the manner in which 
it has been lived. The future life of man is 
vitally connected with the way he responds to 
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This is truly startling. Is it not the very func
tion of GOD to vindicate the mor\allaw? Yes: 
but He does vindicate it. For though the law 
preserves its majesty when it punishes those 
who disobey it, it does not thereby achieve its 
purpose. For its purpose is not to punish 
crime, but to prevent the occurrence of crime; it 
only punishes incidentally, so to speak, with 
the other object as its real purpose. And 
GOD did more to stop wrong-doing when 
He displayed the agony which it causes Him 
than ever He could have done by signal 
instances of punishment. 
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Here, as so often, He did not so much teach 
what was utterly new as transform the old 
teaching by laying an exclusive emphasis on 
what was already there. The most famous 
illustration of this is His extrication of the 
command, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself," from the chapter in Leviticus, where 
it appears incidentally with no semblance of 

the dignity belonging to the ultimate principle 
of ethics. So it was in His teaching about 
GOD. The thought of GOD'S F.therhood was 
present in the Old Testament, but it Was not 

.upreme. The thought of Him as Father stood 
alongside the thought of Him as King, and as 
Lawgiver, and as Judge. On the whole it was 
for the Old Testament, speaking broadly, sub
ordinate to these. JESUS CHRIST made the 
Fatherhood-the loving Fatherhood-of GOD 
supreme in the whole conception of GOD. 
Here, too, GOD is King and Lawgiver and 
Judge; but these are aspects of His Father
hood. 

Into that thought of GOD'S Fatherhood He 
threw such a depth and wealth of feeling that 
the Aramaic word in which He expressfd it 
stuck in the memory and imagination, and even 
SI. Paul. who presumably never heard Him 
utter it, must insert it in the middle of His 
Greek letters when he is speaking of the differ
ence that CHRIST has made. We do not only 
address GOD as "Father," we address Him as 
II Abba, Father,"-that is, as Father, with all 
the depth and wealth of feeling which that 
word had for JESUS CHRIST. Accordingly, we 
find one really staggering assertion in CHRIST'S 
teaching about GOD-that He is as good to the 
wicked as to the righteous, because His love 
for all is absolute and unquenchable. We are to 
bless them who curse us and to love our enemies; 
becJuse in this way we shall be tme chil
dren of our Father, who acts by that principle; 
and our perfection is to be modelled On His. 
And in His life the LORD acts by the same prin
ciple. His enemies may work their will. <iWhen 
He was reviled He reviled 110t again; when 
He suffered He threatened not." For those 
who crucified Him, He prayed that they might 
be forgiven, making excuses for them. And 
He is GOD made manifest. 
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sidered the causes of the eventl which it des
cribes. This is because it is not concerned 
with the fiame question as most historialls 
They are concerned to answer the question, 
What here was the thought, or the intention, of 
men that they acted thus? The Bible is always 
concerned with the question, What here do 
we find of the Purpose or the Judgment of 
GOD? And of course the use of this for us is 
that we may learn to read our own History 
in the li~ht of GOD'S Purpose and Judgment. 
It is impossible to exaggerate this feature of the 
Old Testament. There is one book':in it in 
which the Name of GOD is never mentioned
The Book of Esther. But most evidently GOD 
is Himself the hero of that book; it is a story of 
the working of Divine Providence. We shall 
be turning our backs on the Bible altogether 
if we do not expect to find in History the work
ing of GOD or fail to play our part in History 
as agents of His purpose. 

4. This Living GOD, who is the Creator of 
the world and the Ruler of History, not only 
commands and judges, but yenns over His 
people with a father's love. This thought has 
not in the Old Testament the same unique pro
minence as in the New, but its presence is 
unmistakable. Consider, for example, the 
prophecy of Hosea or Psalm ciii. There are 
other, and even alien, elements in the Old 
Testament conception of GOD from which this 
profound truth needed to be disentangled; but 
it was there. 

The thought of GOD possessed hy the Jews 
to whom CHRIST came already contained those 
four elements. What then did He add? And 
how far did this addition modify what was 
already there before He came? 

No doubt the supreme thing that He added 
was Hims~lf; and by the I:ift of Himself He 
has so incalculably increased the power of 
GOD over our hearts that this power, so exer
cised, was felt to be a new thing altogether 
and wal called the Holy Spirit-who did not 
come, and perhaps could not come, until He 
had given and completed the revelation of 
GOD in His own Life, Death, Resurrection, 
Ascension. 
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meant nothing at all by the name of GOD. The 
Jews among whom He lived had been trained 
through centuries to the degree of spiritual 
understanding which made it possible for them 
to apprehend the meaning of this final disclo
sure, at least enough to preserve and pass on 
the facts in which it was given. The Old 
Testament had equipped them with a concep
tion of GOD in which the following are perhaps 
the main elements :-

1. GOD is the world's Creator; He is not just 
the soul of the universe, so that it is as neces~ 
sary toHim as He is to it. He exists, so to speak, 
by His own right; the universe only exists 
because He chooses. "Thou hast created all 
things, and for Thy pleasure they are, and were 
created." Now this is a very definite and dis
tinctive philosophical doctrine. I believe that 
it affords a general view of things which is, 
even philosophically, better than any other. 
But there is no doubt at all that it is the view 
of the Bible in Old and New Testament alike. 
And this carries with it an infinite exaltation 
of GOD in Majesty and Power. "''Vhen I con
sider Thy heavens, even the works of Thy 
fingers, the mOon and the stars which thou hast 
ordained-what i. Man that Thou art mindful 
of Him? 11 

2. Consonantly with this goes the conviction 
that GOD is a Living GOD, or, as in our colder 
language we are more apt to say, is Personal. 
And this means that the unity and constancy 
of His Will may reveal itself in the variety of 
actions by which he meets the variety of cir
cumstances. He is not a mechanical force 
reacting with rigid uniformity to the pressure 
of other forces; He is personal. adjusting His 
action from time to time to the requirements of 
His one purpose in changing conditions. 

3· Consonantly, again, with both of these 
two convictions Christianity holds that GOD 

works in human History, and that History is a 
part (If the arena in which Hh purpose is to be 
fulfilled. The Bible shows no doubt at all 
about this. Most of it is a History book, But 
it i. different from nearly all other Hiltory 
hooks. It sometimes tells us very little, or even 
nothing, about what would usually be can-
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use of images of wood or stone. The real evil 
i. the unworthy conception of GOD. And until 
spiritual apprehension is rather far advanced, 
any material image is no doubt liable to sug
gest an unworthy conception. But we must 
remember that the i<1olatry to which the Jews 
were liable was not the use of exquisitely 
beautiful statues to embody a superhuman 
beauty and so suggest the loveliness of the 

divine; it was the worship of gods such as 
could be represented by the forms of brutes. 
And the character of these gods, as shown in 
the sort of worship which was supposed to 
please them, was brutal in either cruelty Or 

lust. The idolatry denounced by tbe Bible is 
not the effort to adorn worship with beauty so 

that it may be richer and deeper; it is the pre
sentation of GOD to the .<>ul in a form designed 
to correspond to our lusts, and not to raise us 
out of them. 

Tbe need for some means of presenting be
fore the mind the GOD to whom our worship is 
offered is imperative. Even the prophets who 
denounced imalt.s proceeded to speak of GOD 
in vivid terms as stretching out His hand and 
uttering His voice; and these, though not mate
rial images, are images none the Jess; they aTe 

mental images. Some portrayal of GOD we 
must have; and it is of supreme importance that 
the portrayal be right. 

To satisfy this need CHRIST came. He is 
the Word of GOD-the means by which GOD 
expresses and makes known His thought, His 
character, Himself. What Philip expressed is 
the deepest 10nging of every soul, though not 
every soul has discovered what it needs: 
"Show us the Father and it sufficeth us "-The 
answer was, H He that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Fathef." So St. Paul speaks of CHRIST as 
the U image of the invisible GOD"; and the 
writer to the Hebrews says that He is H the ex
press image of His person." Here then is the 
true image-the fulfilment of the hope which 
has led to the making of idols. Here we see 

God. 

But we must not forget that when JESUS 
CHRIST gave the final disclosure of the nature 
of GOD, He did not give it to'people who as yet 

• 
..,.. .:t...\!WI ,tA~!1 .s..\.'y 1$.;':'1 ')~A! JI • ..;,ll 

.;l: J ':14 ~~!"JI 

J~LI ..r!oll .;1 lJ,.t! --Ai >11 L),:"..\i ~.I "''';A' 

)J .. II J~.~I u~y ~~ J~ .;L',':II o,~~;) 

o.;(j l:.ibl ;) , .. h.LI ..r.:Jll~IJ'''!.;,:",l1 Ji ~!.4:.1 . ~ 

.:11)':11;) i..\A:; f t..J . Jl';J ~;l .. :~ ..,~ ..;~\; ':I 
• 

l:.'>o< i'~1 1.._~';':I 4,4.;. 4pt.. OJ>'" J=.> \f"J)\ 

';L'J ':II O)t:~ .;1 .;<:;;'; .;1 l~~. §" . 4!!.t;. o.;ei 
;;j.!~\ J,:~JI J~.:-IIJ\; f j,~I..,..\ ~ lJ..;..)"; <)11 

- • .} ':IIJtk-1 - <.f r!.~11 J.t.\l";~l"IUl~llt:; ..... ':"~ , .,..-/ , . 
. 4~!.",) ,:.,\:I>~- J":.I ;) J!" U I i)~ • .;:..;~ 1,1 . ~ . 
LJ. ..\:,,;)1 .,..~l..I;) ~,~II U ':II .!.l\; ..;)\.:.1 .;:..;l(, 

4,,:}1 §; f \;;'(,.,. 4!~r.lI'>t!.IIJ i>_.l\ 4!>!.A 

JI .... ':I '"'~_IIJ .hU..,...\oU ",l:(11 t....\:; J t..l.; <)11 

.;:..;In:1 :.i.,oI).:;A .»(:1 i)l:.11 J~ Jlk-I..,.. "'; 

4'.'1;" l:.:I>f!. c: .jO:! .;414• ;) V"':U .11 }.!ol 

l~. L..\a:l ':I, :u.,..:lll;; I h 

}4!o ':I t.. ;;j.:_) , >':" J IJ' cr ',~. ':I .,;1 J >i.; b.> 

\,t-';';I .\,~;'% • <.f..r.:.~1\ Ji.lI it..1 .~.; <.f.ill >11':11 

,:.,t..,U .... J .tIIJ· I>~ J::~J1J »",111,..\:; .J:.ill 
'. . 

.;1 L' .~; > ... l~ )1 ~.I); ..\. Ih-"!. .; 1(4-: r • 

J;':I 1 J • .."..; .. pI.. J>'" ~- ~A; ':I ,:.,\",1k. .. 11 .j". 

IJA Jl.. 4!' J< l:.l crt.. ':I) • ~I"~ i»", JI ~!.; 
~ .. 

';J(; .;\ 1..\,:," \'tll ~,). J,1l:.l J!' t.. i),,,, '>~) 

4:i!.i. ..... 4~~l~ ;) ., .... " • ..i. .. 

.1$" t·· 
>"J - ..,1 ... -Le-lI.l~ .. ':"1>-1 ..... "'-', 

~ 
<.fjJl).~;l ..... ) .)\5:-'1) ~1;..,Il;.1 ~l.! 1r:<)11 ;\:-)1 

'" -':II ~;I' cr"; .Y ~ •• \ IJ· ~! r~..\; cr~~; >II1.i 

. «~\ .si) ..w ..jT) IJ'» ",I>~I .;ts:'.i eLlS> 

in"'· J>A:; C,_lI ,j- J>_)I cr'>! r~ 1;;'(",) 

ci»la:ll J;} J,I 

(") >"I,.S.ilI, ~.I.r;.11 JI ~l..)1 .,..;1( J>.l!J 

electronic file created by cafis.org



- , 
~:,"::.JI J..:iII 

tice of devotion. For then the whole heart i. 
opened for the GOD to whom worship is ad
dressed to enter in and take possession. If the 
idea of GOD with which )'OU fill your mind is 
that of a proud Being, or capricious, or vindic
tive, your own character will be more marked 
by pride or caprice or vindictivEness in pro
portion as your worship is genuine and deep, 
The great perversions of conscience recorded 
in history are nearly all due to religion. 

Idolatry is indeed a deadly thing. False 
religion c<ln be worse than atheism; scepticism 
is less dangerous than credulity, The atheist, 
who has 110 beHef in GOD and no experience 
of religion, misses all that is best in life; but 
he is safe from all the worst. Just because relill
ion is the greatest power in the world, tOllcbing 
men's souls at a depth which nothing else can 

reach, it can, if it is perverted, do greater harm 
than anything else. A nd popular enthusiasm 

is no safeguard. When the official priest, 
Aaron, utilised the absence of the prophet, 
Moses, to purvey to the people the sort of 
religion they liked, he had their enthusiastic 
support. It was all very well for the Psalmist 
long afterwards to wax satirical about it as he 
described how "they turned their glory into 
the similitude of a calf that e.teth hay"; hut 
at the time it worked! What it would have 
worked if Moses hod not returned was whole
sale demoralisation, not because the devotion 
was insincere, but just because it was sincere. 
Men like Cicero could join in numbo~jl1mbo 

rites before images of heathen deities without 
suffering much harm, because they did not 

believe in it, But where there is faith there is 
peril in just the same degree in which there is 
hope. True religion is not easy; very often it 
will not he popular. Popular devotion is no 
evidence of the truth of the religion which 
arou&.es it. Religious devotion whicb can be 
itself the noblest thing in the world, can also 
be the most degrading. Its value depends 
upon the degree in which it is guided by Truth 
-Of, ill other words, upon the extent to which 
the worshippers keep themselves from idols. 

We have said enough to show that the real 
evil of the idolatry is quite independent of the 
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One GOD of Israel is the only GOD of Heaven 
and earth, who had indeed guided Israel's 
history, but had also guided the history of the 
hated Syrians and the despised Philistines, 
and cared for the black Ethiopians as truly as 
for Israel, 

This conviction was not reached by philos
ophic reasoning; but there was a reason for it 
all the same, As soon as it is clearly under
stood that GOD is perfectly righteous-that the 
Majesty implied by the Name flGon H Dilly 
belongs to perfect righteollsness,-it cannot be 
long before the Unity of GOD is also accepted 
and proclaimed. We do not say that there is 
only One GOD as meaning that there might in 
principle be several, but in fact there is only 
one; we say that there is only One GOD 
because the very Name" GOD" has come to 
mean for us attributes that preclude plurality. 
There cannot be several, or even two, Beings 
to whom an absolute obedience is due. 

We are not tempted to confess a belief in 
other gods under that name. But, of course, 
we find it most difficult to avoid this kind of 
idolatry in practice. We do in practice tend 
to put pleasure, or comfort, or wealth, or power, 
in a position which gives it sovereignty over 
some of our time and some of our energy. This 
is idolatry, as SI. Paul showed when he said 
that a c:)vetous man is an idolater (Eph.. v. 5; 
Col. iii. 5). Bllt though we practice it, we know 
that it is wrong. We know that the first place 
belongs to GOD alone, and that He alone is 
rightful Sovereign over every moment of our 
time, every fraction of OUf energy. And if we 
have any kind of religious practice, we set apart 
definite times for concentrated attention and 
devotion to GOD. It is precisely this which 
makes uniquely important the conception of 
GOD which we hold. 

If we believe in GOD at all, what we believe 
about Him matters more than anything- else in 
our composition. To believe in GOD falsely 
conceived may easily be worse than to dis~ 

believe in Him altogether. For we tend to 
become like that which we worship, The good 
influence of a true faith and the bld influence 
of a false faith pervade all life; in a thousand 
subconscious ways faith moald-; or che..::ks both 
thoughts and desires. But its influence alike 
for good and for evil is, of course, enormously 
increased if there is a regular and sincere prac-
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THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF GOD. 
(From "Personal Religion and the Life of 
Fellowship." By William Temple, Bishop OJ . 

Manchester) 

THERE is no sin which is in the Bible so 
frequently denounced as idolatry; warnings 
against it pervade the Old Testament. and in 
what may be the last words of the New 
Testament. St. John, after speaking of the 
revelation given in JESUS CHRIST. says: "This 
i. the true God and eternal life. Little children. 
keep yourselves from idols." For idolatry 
does not consist in hodily kneeling before a 
material image; it consists in worshipping 
GOD under any other conception of,Him than 
that which is set before us in the Gospels. 
Two commandments in theDecalogue condemn 
idolatry: the firot condemns the erection of 
any other object of devotion by the side of 
GOD. to whom alone worship is due; the 
second condemns the rendering of that worship 
to any unworthy representation of GOD. ,"Ve 
shall be mainly concerned with the second. so 
we may as well deal at once briefly with the 
first. 

To us the truth that GOD is One is sO well 

established that we think it obvious. But of 
course it was not always obvious. As long as 
men thought of all the forces of nature as 
separate spirits, and attributed to every l1ation 
its presiding deity. it was impossible to 
reach faith in the One GOD. Such a stage 
is represented by Jephthab. who appears to 
assume that Chernosh is both as real in himself 
as Jehovah and is as truly the god of Moab as 
Jehovah is the GOD of Israel; and the first 
stage of development was to teach the Israelites 
that for them at allY rate there was only One 
GOD to be worshipped. Apparently it was 
Amos who first quite plainly grasped the 
truth-or rather' was gripped by it-that the 
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because Christ could. Like his Master, Death 
worked in him so that life might work in 

others. 

One gleam of sunlight; it was the coming to 

him of Stanley, another brave explorer sent out· 

to find him. Jl yon have given me new life" said 

Livingstone. But he could not be tempted to the 

easier home life; no, he steadfastly set his face 

back to the old death-life that he might finish 

his great work, that is to find out the sources 

of the Nile and Congo. So there is another 

and a worse record of worse marshes, dreary 

swamp and bog with the light of heaven blotted 

out by mist and rain. He thought himself 

near the end of his task; the -work was soon 

finished, but the glory of it was not for this 

life: The end came in his hut; h. was found 

by his native servants alone kneeling by his 

bed in the attitude of prayer ..... 

Now for the fruits of such a life? 

For himself the crown of life; his life's work 

carried on by others. The news of his heroic 

death brought an a wakening to the home 

Churches; missionaries poured forth into Africa 

to carryon his work. And lastly the terrible 

Slave-trade received its death-blow, and is now 
actuallyextingnished. 
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as he said "a missionary". HI am a missionary 

heart and soul; GOD had an only Son and H~ 

was a missionary and a physician. A poor, 

poor imitation of Him I am or wish to be. In 

His service I wish to live, and in it I hope to 

die". I will venture all for Christ; pity I ha ve 

so little to give. -.. Oh divine Love, I have not 

loved Thee deeply, strongly, warmly enough". 

And in this spirit he set out again for 

'unknown Africa, This journey which seem eo! 

to begin so well was to all appearances a dead 

failure; he had stores, supplies, missionaries, 

steamers; when had he ever had such a chance 

before? But none of these things make 

success. Everything went heart-hreakingly 

wrong. The steamers were failures; the men 

inexperienced; they got themselves mixed 

up in a tribal war. I(was Livingstone's glory 

all through Africa that he never used violence 

to Africans; so this event was to him a great 

grief. Then came disaster; the mission party 

failed, a sore blow; its chief members died; 

Livingstone was slandered in England; his 

expedition recalled, and (to crown ali) his 

wife had died. "For the first time in my 

life, I feel willin, to die" he said "I don't 

know whether I am to go on to the shelf; if w, 
that shelf will be Africa," In leaving England 

once again he literally left all; he never sa w a 

friend's face; he left his children; he lost every 

penny of his money put into the ship for Africa 

Then he set his face like a flint for the interior 

of Africa. 

The next and last eight years were a living 

death. Constant misfortuqes and hindrances, 

faithless servant.; scenes of J:>lood and murder 
which he could not stop but had to watch; 
wretcl)ed food, fever, (oot.oreness, letters from 

home lost, no sympathy, loneliness, longing 

for home, how can men bear these things? Why 

should they 'have to bear them? He could 
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silent, when a word mi"ht have helped Hi. 
cause. He spoke when words but hastened 
the doom. Brave and true was JesuB Christ I 
Behold the Man! 

It is because of such .. asons that much of 
European art leave. me cold. Because there 
is depicted in lhe countenance of Jesus so little 
physical and moral courage. 

The Jesus of History was the manliest of 
men! 

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS FROM THE 

LIFE OF LIVINGSTONE. 

(By the lale Rev. Canon W.H.T. Gairdner, 
written for an English magazine in his 

early days.) 

Let us look at the work of this man, this 

modern Paul. He was not only a missionary, 

but also an explorer, geographer, a doctor and 

a scientist. But he was first and foremost a 

fine Christian missionary. There always seem~ 

ed to be in the life of this man a power which 

pushed him on. It was his fixed idea when he 

first went out to Africa not to build on another 

man's foundation, but to press on to untouched 

regions. And this made him willing to see no 

fruit of his labours; and other men entered into 

his labours. Sometimes you hear people say 

he forgot to be a missionary and was only an 

explorer. Tell those people that he was one of 

the heroes who clear away the thicket of the 

jungle that the army may come easily through. 

Would he not rather have seen men brought 

rig~t into the Kil1!(dom of Christ, but his Lord 

had other work for him to do; he never saw 

the Kingdom coming ill Africa, but his whole 

life was a cry 'ILet Thy Kingdom come." 

This it was _which drove him to go on into 

fresh field,. His Society could not send him, 

but he found, (in answer to prayer,) other 

means. Though in Government service he was 
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standing facts that impress us; His manliness, 
His sympathy, and his spotless purity. It is of 
His manliness that I have been asked to write. 

There never lived a manlier man than Jesus. 
Neither love of applause nor fear of punish
ment caused Him to swerve from the path of 
duty. He went straight ahead in spite of social 
prejudices. Jews had no dealings with Sam
aritans, and Jesus was a Jew. yet He giVfS a 
Samarltal1 the place of honour in one of His 
leading parables, and accepts the hospitality 
of Samaritans. Pharisees had no dealings 
with publicans, and yet Jesus chooses a public· 
an to become one of the inner eirelelof twelve 
apostles. 

He went straight forward irrespective of 
religious prejudices. See Him as He drives out 

of the Temple those who bought and sold, say
ing: "Make not My Father'. house. a house of 
merchandise." 

Early in His career. He was offered a short 
cut to success. To accept meant the promise 
of the Kingdoms of this world and their glory; 
to reject meant the cruel cross, and Jesus knew 
that it meant the cross not only for Himself. 
but also for His followers down through the 
centuries, but without a moment's hesitation 
the offer was rejected. The end never justified 
the means of Jesus Christ. He knew that His 
words alienated the multitudes, angered the 
leaders of reli"ion, perplexed His friends, and 
wounded even the apostles, but when'the mul
titudes were deserting His cauoe, fearlessly He 
turns to the twelve, and says: "Will ye also 
go a way /" They were free to go. He was 
ready to stand alone. He set His face sted
fastly to go to Jeruoalem, even though knowing 
that at the end of the journey lay the Garden 
of Gethsemane and the hill called Calvary. 

< A little cowardice would have saved Him 
from the cross, a littlelcompromise would have 
placed Him on the Throne, but when the mul
titudes came to crown Him king, He withdrew 
to the mountain to pray. King He wished to 
be, but not merelyr OVt"'T the possessions and 
bodies of men, but over their characters and 
affections, and in the last great trial He was 
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James and John when Jesus was transfigured 
before them is enough for us. Christ and 
Christ alone is the sufficient essenti.l and the 
essential sufficiency, He is our only and our 
deepest need. All the buildings of Palestine 
suffice only to cumber and conceal. Tbe[spirit 
strips them away to see once again under the 
blue sky Jesus talking witb the woman by 
Jacob's well. Jesus kneeling beneath"the olive 
trees in Gethsemane, Jews standing before the 
governor, Jesus hanging upon His cross, Jesus 
risen from the empty grave. 

And Jesus is the one bond of umon. No 

agreement will bold us togetber without Him 

-no common fears, no combination, no or
ganization. And He alone will hold all men 
across the lines of race and nation and sex and 
condition, Jew and Gentile, Greek and Bar

barian, Roman and Scythian, black and white, 
rich and poor, bond and free, male and female 
Christ can unite them and Christ only and only 
Christ. 

THE MANLINESS OF CHRIST. 

(By Dr. Robm·t E. Wilder) 

Sir Robertson Nicol, late editor of the "British 
Weekly" has said, U The supreme question of 
our age is this; Did Jesus come merely to 
proclaim a message, or that there should be a 
message toproclaim?" We believe that it is 
Christ Himself who is the message, even more 
than Hi. teachings. It is our conviction that 
Christianity is Christ. Herein is a vital differ
ence between Christianity and e,g. Buddhism. 
When Buddha carne to the end of his life, and 
his disciples were mourning the separation 
that would soon take place from him, their 
Master, he replied; "Never mind what hap
pens to me, for you have my teachings.u but 
when Jesus Christ came to the end of His life. 
He did not say" My teachings are the way," 
but "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." 

i\s we examine His life, there are three out-
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did He venture out of His own country, into the 
coasts ofTyre and Sidon. And only a score of 
towns and villages where He went are men
tioned in the_Gospels. ,The scale of time, too, 
is especiaily slight and simple. All the distinct 
events and teaching f€'corded in the Gospels 
took place, it is said, in lesi than seventy days 
of time. Rightly do we sing of His birth, "How 
silently, how .ilently, Ihe wondrous gift is 

given!" and of that night as the "holy night, 
silen! ni~ht." The quiet world welcomed 
quietly the simplicity of the incarnation, God 
coming not as an army but as a little child. 

We cannot deny that the same God who 
made the flow<rs made the mountains and the 
seas and the .tars. And all gre.tness i. to be 
consecrated to Him with all weakness. But 
all greatness is littleness to God and all weak
ness is strength, and we shall do well to follow 
more bravely and completely the simplicity of 
Jesus. "For the first time in history," 10 quote 
the noble words of my friend, Principal Cairns 
"There appeared on earth One who absolutely 
trusled the Unseen, who had utter confidence 
that Love was at the heart of all things, utter 
confidence also in tbe absolute Power of that 
absolute Love ond in the Liberty of that Love 
to help Him/' This was the ~imp)e principle 
of Christ. Be said not a word to Pilate who 
might have released Him and called not once 
on the legions of angels girded with angelic 
sword which waited His hidding, but quietly 
and alone endured His cross and redeemed 
mankind, and silently and alone rent the bars 
of death. and hell and rose the Triumphant 
Conqueror. 

And not in action only but in thoul/:ht also 
we need to return to the simpliCity of Christ. 
I! is our right and duty to think a. far as we 
can into the revelation of God in Christ and 
into the Ilature of God and of God's mind and 
God's world. But we Ileed to remember always 
that only one thing is needful and "Mary 
hath chosen that good part." "Thou 0 Christ 
art all I want. More thall all in Thee I find." 
J .. us only is the fundamental and adequate 
th<ology. What --was enongh for Petfr and 
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THE SIMPLICITY OF CHRIST. 

(By Dr. Robert Speer). 

We need to return to the simplicity of Christ. 
This is one of Paul's few references to the 
great elemental intellectual, moral and spirit
ual qualities of Jesus .. It i. amazing that Paul 
alludes so little to the character of Christ. His 
Epistles are full of moral appeal. After every 
one of his great theological flights he comes 
close home to the ethical issues of men's lives in 
their human temptation. and relationships and 
to the social problems which they faced and 
appeals for the highest Christian life and 
character. One would suppose that his most 
powerful ground of appeal would be some 
reference to Jesus and the flawless beauty and 
power of His life. On the contrary such ap
peal is almost wholly lacking. Of the few 
instances of it, all the more significant because 
of their rarity, one is this reference to the sim
plicity that is in Christ' "But I fear, lest by 
any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve in his 
craftiness, your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity and the purity that is to
ward Christ." Even here he has in mind not 
only the quality of Jesus' earthly life but an 
eternal aspect of His Spirit and nature. All 
the more then we need to return to it and lay 
hold upon it. 

One of our great difficulties always is awe 
of greatness, of bulk, of power. We exalt 
what is complex and massive and organized .. 
And we set out in every enterprise to enlist 
influence and wealth. ,Ve need to rise to free
dom by returning to the simplicity of Jesus 
and unlearning this reliance upon the great. 
How l100d and simple and small the life of 
Jesus was. It was lived in one of the smallest 
countries in the world. It is forty miles from the 
Jordan to the Mediterranean and eighty from 
Jerusalem to Nazareth. Apparently only once 
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.. Ood hath made of one blood all nation. of ... n lor to dwell on all the face 01 the earth." 
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el-Terfat eJ~Boulacia Cairo. TEL. No. 989 Medina. 
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