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their children abou! the loathesomeness
of ihe Opposit'e nation; and then 1o lead
1those children lo the frontier, and make
them spil upon the soil of that nalion,
and defile it with their urine,
1o ingrain into taeir very souls contempt
and hatred for tha! nation and #ll people

in order

composing it.

Such men are the entmies of ‘he
human race; poisoners, — and to poison
the soul lhow much worse s it 'han 1o
poison the body ! Swoch proceeduigs ean
only be iuspired by devils whose aim
is the deslruction of ali alike: for the
baler ultimately perishes with the hated.

: E- I

Hate kills, it can make nothing live.
Antipatby  builds nothing: it deals
with deslruction not consiruclion, Good-
Wanled
Wanled miore school-

will constructs, not destroys.
more goodwill,
maslers of the race ( whether in 1he
nursery or the classroom) who will do

the opposite of those schoolmuasters whose

deed we have just recalled.

: # #* %
Wanled atruce to ancestral feuds,
whoever feels himself aggiieved.  Re-

venge is useless, for the avenger always
thinks that Lis action is just and ought
10 close the score : bul the object of his
revenge regerds il as a n(w
injury, and so retalieles. And, o on, and

always
~in tinitum  Therefore, there must he a
clean cu!, by both sides,—and probahly
hoth feel that they are the aggrieved,
Revenge is fatal. Forgiveness is not only
divire : it is also comalon sense. It is not
only tike only heavenly policy
best esrthly policy also.
#® %
M. e goodwill. More iorgiveness 1l is
the inessnge of Jesus Chiist all over again,

Dit s the

It is our message and motto for 1925,
w. i TG
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each other is similarly suggested @ it is
‘waght by mothers to their children, by
fithers to their sons, by schoolmasiers
{o -heir pupils, by governments to their
rate’ully

youth, Antipathy 15 mos!

tuught and organised, goodwill is not.
In other words the forees ne king for
destruction ave carclully fostered (as if
they needed it!l), bhut the forces making
for preservation and salvation are lefs
lo take care of themselves (thouuly, being
conh"ary to mutual tendeney, they veed

all the help they can ever gel ). It
seems shrange |
#ow ¥

It used to be thought it neredity
conlroiled ev rythins, and especinlly their
“instructive 7 antipathies. * Térn might
we well despair; for il heridity controls
everything, then rational effort is useless,
Man is a machise and is atl the merey
of factors outside his conlrol. His
dea'h - creating antipatliies wiil then pre-
destine him to destruction.  And 'here-
fore lhe discovery thal hereditary does
not control all, but 1hat environment

a factor of equal importance, and that

environment esn be rationally controlled

by us, if w2 wil, — ihis discovery comes
hke a heaven - sent gospel.
y Bom & _

It we wild, All depends on that,
It we will, we can organise the environ-
ment of our children on the old lines
of -antipathics,
And if we will, we can try organising
goodwill,

suspicions, and hatreds,

#0000
At a certain {rontier, on the lwo
sides of which lived two nations who
had often warred togeher in the past,
it nsed 1o be the cuslom, on one day of
Athe year, for the schoolm siers of villages

ou one side of the frontier 1o harangue
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whi-h are sectarian, or rational, or rac’al;

which are held sacred; which are fanght
to the children and passed down to the
generations yet unborn; which are care-
fully erea’ed where they do not exist,
and ea neslly orginised and mobilised
where they do? It is the terrific power
of this dark complex of cherished anti-
pathies wiich make one somelimes des-
pair for the buman race. IFor il these
forces are allowad to funclion unchecked,
perpetual wars will be the result: per-
petuel misery :
tion,

and {inally utler destruc-

-4 *
To counleraci this enormouns len-
dency we need more

goodwill : more

men of goodwill : more creation ot good-
will : more organising of goodwill : more
teaching of goodwill, ves, it must be fvught,
#*

We talk of ““ hereditary antipathies”
— we  ourselves used this langrua;zel in
a preceding paragraph. But antipathes
are not really hereditary: they only seem
s0 because they are laught 1o the vous g
at the earliest singes. It is a most
remarkable fact — o saving factif il were
rightly grasped — the younng of antipa-
thelic families, or nalions, or species,

or generations, will feel no congeniul

or bereditary antipa hy for cach otber, if’

" this ds nol suggested {0 (hem from the outside.
They will play together harmlessly. From
this point of view the prophecy of the
Hebrew prophel— of en deemed paradoxi-
cal and purely poelical—is literal v true;
for the wyoung of the ¢ woll” can really
“dwell with the laumb, and the leopard
lie down with the kid 7 (1s. 11. 6).

The terrvor of animsls for each olher

begins ot the suggestion of their parents. The

antipathy. of “men for each other, of
groups for each ofher, of nations for

" mh
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“ Unioose hands that
brother’s need,
May ever find them free,
Unbind your feet from their winding
sheet;

Henceforth they walk with Me’

your your

“And lo! T hear!
I am no longer dumb!
out from the doom of self-wrought tomb,
Pulsate with kife, I come.”

I am blind no more!

ooDoo
GOODWILL.
Let our new vear's message flor
1923, a year which is going to be the

beginning of a new epoch for Egypt, and

perhaps for she world, be — Goodwili,
Wkat the whole world needs more than
anylhing else — and Egypt with it — is
more goodwill;

where it does

3
the crealion of goodwill
not exist, and organising
and mobilising of goodwill wherever it
does exist,
#0% K
The opposite of goodwill is auti-

pathy, Antipatly is a feawrfully sirong
force in bhuman aifairs, If it were

really a rational force the ouilogk would
be less serious.  DBul the trouble is lhat
it is largelv irrational. IFor the most
trifling seuses, or for none, men will
hate each ol.au It is a fact that mere
imability {o understand each otker’s iun-
guage tends to make people dislike each
othier, Similarly lwo men who sec
each other ofien, \el never speak to each
oher will find  anbipaihy heginning to
spring up; based ofien upon the maoss
trival and external causes ,—cecauses which
shrivel up and disd})pem, with their
effect, when the two men chance at last
to become acquuinted.

- 4

These are the chance antipathies— -

and fthey are potent enough/ But what
shall we say of the anlipatbies which
are naol chance; are

which inkerited;

() o 350
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Lknowledge and character is service. Tow
]argé is the field of our opportunity for
service? There are those who Lknow less
than we do, whem we can assist witl) ouar
knowledge. There are thiose who posses Jess
than we possess, whom we can help with our
possessions. There are the sorrowing whom
we can comfoirl: the sick whom we can
visily the discouraged whom we can enhear-
ten. As we look hack over 1022, it will
not be difficult o see a lhousand ways in
which we can male 193 a new and a
different year hy our helpful service of our
fellowmen.

But before we conclude, we must ask a
most vial question wilh reference to making
fhe coming vear a really new vear, new in
its attainments of knowledge and character
and new in its achievements of service.
tlow can this Dbe accomplished ? Wil
it be by resolving fo bring this about ?

~Alone that will not sufiice. We know that
our resolutions will easily give way before
difficulties. We shall settle down to remain
where we are. To succeeﬂ, w& need more
than human will-power. We need divine
help, And we may have it. He, from whose
hitrth the calendar veiar 1023 is daled, has
promiscd fo give to man power to do new
things, even {0 men who had lost that
pover. The apostle Paul found in Jesus
Ehivist 2 d.namic to o uewness of life.
Writing to his friends at Corinth he said,
“Whercfore it any man is in Christ,
a new creatuve:

he is
the oid things are passed
away;  behold they are  become new,”
Someone has pul in verse the power which
can thus set men free to rise Lo new levels
of life:

“Rigid I lie in awinding sheet,
Which mine own hands did weave,
And my narrow cell is mysell,

Which yet | may not cleave.

“Aund vet in the dawn of the early morn,
<A clear voice seems to sav,
‘I am the Lord of the final word,
And ye may not say Me nay.
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Sceond, each suceessive year should he
marked by new allainments in  character.
It is a wise custom in business honses and
shops to lake an inventory of stoek onee a
vear, to discover whellier the firm is losing
money or makine money. We oughl 1o do
this with our characlers cach  yvear. We
should ask, am T advancine in character
or losing ground 2 Am 1 a beller man? (o
I have mare self-conlrol, more palience,
more earnestness? Someone hag  well  =aid
that the moral law asks, not merely whether
a man Iz good byl whether he is as good
as he mighl have berome. Eaeh vear. Lhere-
fore, iinposex  a fresh responsibility upoin

us for growth and development in elinracter.

Croniwell wrotk in his Bible, = 1f | ecase
hecoming betler, | chall soon cease Lo be
good. " is the year 1923 to he a year of
new attalnments in characier or jusl anoti-
er year added  to our hives where we shall

live on upon Lhe old  lower  levels of

character and conduct 2 To  do  the latter
is to invile the disappoiutments  of which
the poel speaks:

“T hiave had my will,
Tastedl evary pleasnre,

I have drunk my fiil

Of the purple  measure,
Fife has fost s zest,
Sorrow is my guesl,

O, the lees arve bilter, bitter!
Give rae rest !

Bul if  we make 1920 a traly new year,
dilferent fromn the old by its higher and
liolicr leveis of life and conduel, it will he

indeed a happy year for us,

Lastly, cach  suceessive year should be .

a vear ol fresh and new endeavor to belp
others, will 1923 be a vear new and differ-
ent from all preceding vears in our serviee
of others? Knowledge is zood but it is not
an end in itself. Charvacter is even more
important, hut it musl not be made an end
in itself. The ‘end and ohject of bhoth
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First, each successive year should be

marked by the gaining of new knowledge.
There is no man who can afford to stand
still in the matler of acquiring knowledge,
The world is advaneing so rapidly in
knowledge that the best informed man will
soonl be lopelessly behind the times if he
does not add 1o his knowlelge each  year.
This i3 especially true in respecl Lo science.
The past year alone has added vaslly lo
scientitic knowledge. Perlaps the discoveries
in the use of radio are the most surprising.

Musicdl concerts, political specches  and
scientific lectures are now to he heard
distinctly bhundreds of miles away from
where they are given and the listening
apparalus is so simple ilhat {his pleasure

can be epjoyed in individual homes and by
small groups of people in out of the way

places. Even photographs  are  reprodued
at a distance. The glider, or acroplane

without power, has come julo being ax
though delying laws of gravitalion. Un-
breakable glass is  anncuoced.  Medicine

claims to bhave made signal progress espec-
fally reducing morialily among  children.
Irrigation and execavation have
by great strides and are changing the face
of the earth as never hefore.

advaneced

Everywhere

seelice seems Lo be working miracles and
unlexs we advance in kuowledge, each year,
we are lilkely soon to be regarded as igno-

rant and uninformed,

But tbis.is only to refer to physical and

elecirical sciences.  Similar  progress Is
reported each year inthe realms of art aond
music, psychology and philosophy, sociole

ogy aund political economy and in the realm
of religious thoughl. Is the year 1923 to be
a year of new knowledge, ot jusl a repeti-
belonging 1o

tion of thoughls and  jdeas

tbe past, [s it to be a New Year ur jusi
another year added to our lives?
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Will 1923 really be a new Year?

Ly Dr. CHARLES R WATSON

«President of the Amedican Uunive sity, Cairo»

AL this season of the year, one lhousind
miliion people, over one half of the earth’s
popualation are beginning a new year, They
will inscribe on fetters, hocks, aceounls,
newspapers, proclamalions and  monuments
the figures 1023 instead of (822, 1L s the
custom in Christian lands, on ihe first day
of the new vyear, to greet one’s friends
with the wish,**A Happy new Year to you!”
To all the readers of Orient and Oceident
the writer would also exlend this lriendly
greeting, “*A 1lappy New Year to you all™.

Bul this suggesis an interestizg question.

The word ¢ new 7 is somelimes ysed
merely in the sense of * another ™, as
when a man buvs a new pair of shoes;

they may not be in the least different from
his old peir. 1lle bas simply got anolher
pair of shoes. The New Year
however, meatil.  lo convey
differenl meaning.

arecling,
quite a
Il expresses the hope

is

thal the year 1923 may be different from
1922 and that the ditference will be in
favour of ;happiness. This suggests the
guestion, “What assurance have you that
for you the year 1923 will really be -
different from 1922 and pot a mere
repetition of anolher, for in such a life

{here is manifestly no progress, no growih,
Each successive vear ought to be, in every
man’s life, a year of advancement, - a4 new
year in at least lhree directions,
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of priests and prophets for declaring 1'ight-
eous judgment: and philos-
- ophers and reformers who dared to uttes

of herciics

what they believed; of Ghristian witnesses.

v rd
rom the days of ancient Rome to the

martvrs of Madagascar. of Fiji. of China’s
jan

Boxer Movement, and the Armen
sufferers trom the Turks: the necdioss,
brutal, nameless holocausts of war: and
the no less awful and Satanic desolation
wrought by merciless  profitesrs and
destroyers of mankind, through the in-
sidious, desperate, remorseless traffic in

the lives and souls of their too often-

innocent and helpless victims, even under
so called peacefuland progiressive govern-
ments! Ol the shame and crime of man’s
inhumanity to man that ends in frightful
murder and on so vast a scile ! But
divine
delayed, and must befall the witul slavers
of their kind.

retribution is certain, even if

Some states and naticns that boast
of righteous laws and refined methods
of inflicting the death penalty are rocon-
sidering the sacredness of human life and
the moral consequences boih to convicteld
murderers and those who rob them of
their last hope of reformation: and, ke
others, are substituting life 1nlp11d0n:ﬂeﬁt.
But, from evervland and gencration since
that first (ratricide, *'the voice of thy
brother’s blood crieth to thee fromthe
ground.”

As we contemplate the nomeless
horrors and legacy of the last great war,
and the vaster wieckage predicted from
the next one, Wo may well excliim:
Would God grait that, in letters uai-
versally understood. the authoritative and
imperative warning might be written on
the tky aud on every human heart; thou
shalt not kili!

INDIAN WITXNESS
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well-heing that has given us the n'lissionnry,
the martyr, and the reformer. How has
this heen uccomplisbed?  Why did Paul
choose poverly, sulfering, prison, und
death? Why did Livingstone die for ihe
gsuke of the bluck man? Why bave the
Lord’s servuuls in all ages toiled on joy-
falty knowing they themnselves yould not

see Lhe fruils of their labors?  Because of
the example of Christiunity's Saviour, the-

example of bis cross.
®o% %

Humanity has looked forward frowm
the beginning o the coming of a new age,
However 1nuch races hay e differed concer-
ning the time or method ¢! appearance of
thal age, all have agreed regardiog its char-
acter. It must be a time of peace and
of good will, Peuce is possible only when
men individuual'y and us g ecluss learn to
regard each other’s interests as their own.
Therefore Iet him who hopes for {he millen-
" niuwn seck to develop within himself, and
to inspire within othoreg, that disposition
cominended by Jesus when he said: **Who-
soever would save his life shall lose it; and
whosoever shali lose his life for my sake
and the gospel’s ehullsave it,”

—Ffrom Fundamenials of Faith by Herace Blake Williams.

Thou Shalt Not Kill !

This commandment beays all the
credentials of divine authority. The sixth
among the Decalogue, it is one of the
most ancient and fundameuntal edicts
known to mankind — a principie as
unchangeable and merciful as God him-
self.  But, from Cain’s murder of his
brother, the rightcous Akel, to the Iatest
fragic death of man or woman or child
through brotherman, even to this precent
moment, what a trail of blood has marked
the course of human history!

Consider the murder of kings and.

princes and whole families through
jealousy or ambition; of peoples who
were at the mercy of the strongeyr tribes;
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and " the world, and the use of that freedem
chiefly in *‘zelf-sacrifice™, the fourth great
principle of Jezus’ life and tesching-andall
these rendered mutually worlable by the
refusal to admit the faoct of hopelessness,
even when and where men’s ideas and lives
are founded on ihe denial of hope.

Faced then by these facts and otphers
like them, (for the influence and thought
of Jjesus have penelrated all depariments of
human living), we too exclaim in all sine-
erity and with the spiril of investigation,
as we look at lie variegated eharacter of
Jesus, *““What manner of Man is thig?”’ not
simply becanse wind and sea obeyed Ilim
one night centuries ago, but because .all
down the history of two lhousand years
He has made Himszel[ felt with an influence

potent enough to compel the allegiance and -

obedience of human learts.

Life’s Greatest Paradox

How shull we acruire the larger setf,
the broader interest ? It cannat be done
by fixing atieniion upon oneself. The man
who thinks only of his own private inter-
est is false to the lurger seif, *“Whosoever
would save his life shall lose it.”

‘The «uestion is one with the central
problem of all morats: How shall we get
men (o regign the lower lor the higher
good, the immediale for the more remote?
What is the sin of the sensualis!? It is
that Le seeks his own satisfuction without
reference to higher ends., What is the
sin of the egoist? It is that he chooses
the narrowar insiead of the larger interest.
The orinciple of the sin in each case is
the same. What is  lacking is not
knowledge of the good so wuch as the
ability {o rate the higher ubove the lower
and give onegelf to it.

#0%

Not only has Chi‘isﬁauity created in the
multitudes the desire to malke some sacr-
ifice yor oibers’ sake, hut it has begotten
in individuals in each generalion that
readiness to devole 'their lives to human
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branch .nf human learning and industry
which has not directly or indirectly felt (he
impacl of the persenality of Jews the
Nazarene.

(I} The isfluaence of Jesus cii Litcretare and Thoaght.
This is of course Lhe testimony of Pooslry
and Philosophy. Suifice it to say that much
of the best poelry of the world owes its
inspiralion to jesus—and most philosophers
hava had to find a place for josus coneep-
tion of God and ths wiiversy, if thay knxw
about 1tim, in their own system of thought.

(2)  Tke iaflzence of the giestioning mind of Jesis on
b'g movexents it the history of the world since His day.
Let us take for inslance the queslion. of
slavery. He «lid not actaally condemn it:
many of His parables in fact recognisge ils
existence. Buat the Christian conscience
permeated by the spirit of j:sus and 1ihe
great principle of human equality which He
preached has dedided tha! Jesus and slaviry
are mutually exclusive, So foo with {he
Women's Emancipition Movement.  Jsus
did not afttack the acknowledged status of
women, a8 He found it in His day; He was
too wise; He engineered no sort of revolu-

tion, but He wanded on the influence of His

progressive  and  inquiring mind, and
Christianity’s catching of His spirit nas
meant the awokening of the world's wo-
manhood. - It is in maiters lilze these that
we reeognise the penius of Joaus,  Ha lafy
It to men lo work oot Ureir owa salvotion,
to found a saociely of H's folicwers, o
rectily wrong and oulrage, to abolisy sear,
but He Ilimsell remains the origin and e
inspiration- of - hwinan  progress and  the
world’s redrces,

(3)  The irflnence of trhe personality of jfecue over men
cnd women of diffzreni roces In alf ores, sterh  that

thousands have preferred desth fo a denial

of the efficacy of the influrnce; and sueh
again {hat millions have lived to provathat
His woy of life is or eculd he univ. raal.
And what spidl we say of the great
truths that He made axiomatic for all time?
The “all embracing love of Ged; The new
Joetrine of “mutual forgiveness' as a hasis
for family and international life; the comuion
heritage of every child of God to “freedom”
in the exercise of his duty to the family
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~overcame Him! How He s_vmpathised andd
rejoiced with people! How Hc wondered
and was surprised! How sometimes He
was baffled and could not do things:

Yes Jesus was absolutely human and
as such He bhas made His mark upon tbe
world. The men of His day, whatever
their attitude lo Him, toox Him serionsly,
albeit, “He was poorer than the foxes and
the birds of the air.” “Whut manner of
man is this?” “Who is this Son of Man?™
S0 men began to study the impact of this
extraordinary character on the mind of His
day. And when He had gene ihey continucd
to examine His character and His claims.
Much of what we have come to ecali the
 New Testament is really an  altempt to
answer these questions by men who had
‘had the opportunily to study Jesus or who
realized the force of His personalify. After
a few centuries of real consideration men’s
ideas concerning Jesus began fo cryslallise
bul the last six score years have witnessed
a great revived interest to study Jesus of
Nazarcih as He was, chiefly by atlempting
to see Him as the Galifeans and Judacans
saw Him “in the days of His flesh.”” Men
and women are becoming more and more
interested in Jesus every day. Books have
been wrilten from the conntries of Europe
and the continent of America all on this
greal theme, “The quest of the Historical
resus.”” Westerners living in the East and
Easterners living in the West have all
contributed their guota. The stody of
Jesus and His ideas is as fascinating now
as it cver was,

Someone has said thal Jesus of Nazareth
opened for mankind  “the clernal road of
progress.” If that be true we students of
today cannot refuse to inqguire into Tis
mnind and Hig way of regarding people and
phenomena. We must ask about His view

ol God and the world.

But let us ask ‘ere we close what has
been the contribution of this Man o the
world these past ninefeen centuries, What
has heen His influence—perhaps better,

“what is His influence?
~.-Historically speaking there is hardly a
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oAl &)
He said. “Whal is this? A new teaching?”’
Yeg, but more than thatf,- “a new teaching
with authority.” ]

It was the teacher who affected  them
even more {han the teaching, “The common
people”, we read, “heard Him gladly.”
They took Him sericusly. And =0 did
the scholars and political leaders of the
day. IHe was a foree to be reckoned with.
Very few of them had any ideas as to
what He might tarn out to be. There was
too much in His character lo let them fit
Him into any frame of their own making,
Only once did He vicld apparently to the
popular clamour and make 1ihe admission
of being the Messiah expected of the Jewish
nation.

And what about those few men whom
He gathered round Him like a Hebrew
Rabbi, and who knew Him betler than
anyoune elze, exeepl perhaps His mother?

Yes, they were drawn to Him, they loved
Him and they feared Him oo —feared Him
wilth a holy awe that increascd ils intensily
as their knnwledge of the man grew
from mouth to monfh and year to year.
No less than five times in the shorlest
record of Jesus’ life is il mentioned that
His dearest friends were ahaid—yes, very
much afraid, Jesus  was to them  “the
sacred mystery of all hamanity.”
“Humanity”-it is on this last word we
want to dwell when we consider Jesus of
Nazarcth, For what a man He was—human
through and through-—more human than
most of us. Think for a moment of ail
His human iraits that history has handed
down lo us. First, how He grew in His
mental grasp of things, in social graces,
and in [is sderet Jife with God in  ever
expanding circles. How HHe was hungry
and thirsty! How He grew tired with walk.
ing and preaching! How He slept all through
a storm, physically weary with His heart
still at rest ! How strong His temptations
were and how hard He fought against
them! How He loved little children! How
fcnd He was  of nature and birds aud
flowers ! How keen on His nation’s past
history!  How He wept when His feelings
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Him a few minutes afler He bad died as
well as for a few hours before Tle died,
and who exclaimed, “Certainly this was
a righteous man”™! This vemark probably
sums up a lol thal was in that Roman’s
mind. What were lhe thoughls surging
lhrough him as he looked on lhe face of
tbe dead Jesus?  Or beller el us go back
a step further and asl, ‘‘what made this
Roman Officer think so hard about Jesu~?"
Ile had never mel a prisoner belore lile
this one. He had heard the Governor say
He was innocent.  He had heard a prayer
for hbimselt and lis men fall from Jesus®
lips as they nailed llim on the cress. He
had listened to ihe conversation belween
this chief prisoner and one of the others
and noticed His stately bearing and the
commanding accent of His voice, which
seemed to reassure the dying lhief, for
the officer himself probably Kknew no
Arvamaic. And on the top of all that
came three hours eery darkness, with the
sun eclipsed, and a loud cry from the
dying Prisoner, fnllowed by a ftew confident
words in His erdinary voice—and lhen all
of a sudden death intervened. And then
the officer gave Lis verdict, as he sought to
sum up whal be fell aboult this unique
Prisoncr,~His innecence, His loving spirit,
His patience, His slriking presence, His
confidence in a Scmeone unseen, His
undisturbed demcanour, What a Prisoner!
“Cerlainly this was a riglitcous man™. This
officer from the west made up his mind
about im. A man who could die like
that'—but, and here is the point;- Jesus not
only died like that-, e lived like it too.
Though most of His contemporaries had
not made up their minds aboul Him, they
loo had witnessed His  striking presence,
is cofidence and love, His unrefiled beur-
ing,-and more than that, His humility and
{enderness. And they bad contrasled with
lhose qualilies a stiange slernness in contacl
with wrong, His moral courage obvious in
anylhing He felt lo be right, Mis decision
{0 override the conventions of the diy when
occasion demanded, and His ability tuv teach
50 {hal folk ¢ould mol but remember what
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What Manner of Man is this ? *

« by TRev., ERIC BISTIOP, Eughi:-h College, Jerusalem, »

JESUS of Nazarelh was always doing
unexpected things, which made people
think about Him. They heard Him talk
and teach, and asked queslions aboul Him.
They Iim do things strange in
Lheir way as were many of the utlerances
He made, and they asked queslions about
Him. He was causing peo[ﬂe lo think
about 1Iim afl the timo.  They started
wondering  what sort of a man 1le was,
immedialely  T1la made first public
appearances in  Galitee Judea, and
they went on asking questions for some-
thind like thice years. ‘And most of the
people understeod as  little about Thm at
- he end of tiis three vears of public lfe as
they did at the beginning.

On one of the dast cecasions in whicly
He was seen publiely in the Temple Ene-
losure in Jernsalem, some Greeke,  who
had lecome adherents of the Hehrew
Religion, asked one of Jesus’ disciples for
an inlroduction. Jesus engaged in conver-
‘sution with them and with the Ilebrew
crowd around Ilim, who had seen Him
often befure. In the course of His remarks
He used a favourite title He had for Ilim-
self, “*Son of Man”~—-and ilie last recorded
words of this crowd are, “Who is this
Son of Man 2?7

Perhaps one of Llie most remarkable
testimonies to Jesus of Nazarelh, came
not frem one of His own countrymen
during Uis lifetime, but from the lips of a
heathen, Roman Army Gaplain, who saw

AN as

Iis
and

* This 1s Lthe fost of a wew series of iudependent
articles that will appear during this year in our magazine
dealing with Chiists tif: and Tlis outlook, The wain object
of these articles is to stimulate the readers (o fresh personal
reflestion and study of _]eshs- with tis Galiiean principles
and His Galilean ways - EDITOR i

NTanwoQCCIDENT

Ist February

1923
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Liath made of ene blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.”

Al onth.ly Morad and R
uMagazme estoblished 1905
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the time of the Boxer uprising. He was

then unable to read, or to write even
his own name. Today he is a self-edu-

cated man leading perhaps the first ar-

my -of his' century that could be called
‘““Christian”’ in its spirit, personnm and
actions. The General’s faith is still pri-

mitivé and simple.

The world has not yet seen what
God could do through a Christian body
of .men-uttérly devoted to the service
of God and man. Feng has an army
like the Christians Cornelius,.“’a captain,
a religious' iﬁaﬁ,_ Who reverenced God
with ‘all his household, who" was liberal
and who

in" his alms --to the-people,

constantly prayed to God.” I shall ne- .

ver forget the closing service, lasting o-

ver two hours with -nearly a thousand
of the Christian offiicers.

litical cesspool of -a corrﬁpt body of of- - |

ficials and self-seeking military gover-
nars, They will be exposed to slander,
misrepresentation and opposition. Let
us pray that th'e_ir: faith fail nlot,‘ and

- that perchance, they’ may yet save the

day and play their part in the making

‘of the New China.

Ew:r yours,
- SIHERWOOD EDDY

o

They are or-
- dered to Peking which is now the po-
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The general himself leads the way
in his earnest work for a Christian ar-
my. He preaches occasionally with great
force and fervor and with impassioned
feeling. Regular Bible classes are held
for his officers several times a week
and they in turn teach classes for their

men. Fifty of the officers are organized

in an evangelistic band. I have not been

able to find a man, Chinese or foreign,
who has c¢ver secn one of his soldiers
or officers gambling, drinking or even

smoking. Including those Who have left

his army, over nine thousand of his

men have become Christians.

During our stay in the «capital of
Honan, | met nearly a thousand of his

officers at 7: 30 A. M. cach day. I have

"never seen such earnest faces as I saw

-tes on every-address.

“duty. In

among the officers of that army mor- l

had his
notebook and Testament and took no-
The leading Ge-
of their
They desircd at one time to gi-

ning by morning. Each man

nerals have caught the spirit
chief.
ve up their places in the army and be-
Christian
beld in his present place by a sense of

come workers but cach is

the present chaos  of China

some force is needed to maintain law .

and order, to put down banditry, opium
smuggling lawlessness and crime. That
force may be the Christian
General Feng.

army  of

Genéral Feng has travelled . a long
way in the -
stood a hard

twenty-one years since he
and igmorant private at
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jeet of building up a Chrislian army.

After his brilliant_work as a general,

and his-efficient adminislration in Shensi,
he was made governor of the provinee, and
later built up the best army in Ghina, 1t
is made up of some twenly thousand wmen
who are discipiined, men wio ohey orders
who Wil pot ool and who are fearless in
the face of death.
brigade of his army saved lhe province of

In the #ccent war one

H nan while the remainder made a flank
altack which led to the defeal ol the army
of Chang T=o Lin, the Governor of Man-
churia in the North. Feng was then made
Governor of Honan, a province with a po-
pulation of 30.000.L00 pcople.

General Feng's army has deeply im-
pressed me, It is the first appreach to a

Christian army that I have ever seen. All -

the officers and men pattern their lives af-
ter the General. His own work for lhe day

is typical of that of the troops. He riscsal

4 o’elock and has his morning watch. From-

Irom 6
to 9 he

5 to 6 o’clock he studies Chincse ;
to 7 be siudies English: from 7
atlends to his officiul business as Governor.
After breakfost he 1eceives callers und com-
~ pletes the husiness of his civil ndministra-
tion from ©.30- to 12. Frem 12 o 1 bhe
works wilh his own hands in ihe iroh
foundry. Every officer and man in h's army
must lesrn a useful trade so ihat when
. they retire or reach their youtbful age limit
Lﬂg'y may succeést'ully enter eivil life. In
the uflernoon he inspects his troops and
tends to his military duties. The evening is
given to stady dr to inlerviews,
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R T  (lass,

A

Christians inlo the ebureh, while others

are waiting on probation. I count this time

© with Gencral Feng as one of the great ex-
periences of ny life.

Last night [ spent some time with him
just after be had been ordered to loave
Honan to take command of his army in
Peking. Hée is a man of impressive presen-
ce, over six feet in beigh!, of powerful
build, and every inch a soldier. His face
combines strength and charm. He s a stern
disciplinarian but a passionate lnver of men,
‘He iz a far stronzer man than the Presi-
dent of China or the {eaders of any of the
present contending factions. He might well
become China’s first Christian President,
though such a thought would be far from
his desire, as he has no personal ambition
to weaken his master passion..

Let me rclate a few interesling wecounts
of his life as he told {h~m to us last night
in unswer to our gquestions. He was born
in a little village in Central China on'y forly
years ago. He is still a young men, as are
all his officers and men. When stutioned
as a common soldier he was, as he told us,
enly an ignorant “privale™ with a Dbiller
prejudice against Christianity, So ignorant
was he that he honestly believed the mis»
siopary doclors in the hosp tals were se-
crelly stealing the eyes and internal or-
gans of little Chinese children to make a
mysterious liguid lo send their telegrams.

At the time of the Boxer uprising
Feng, a hardened, ignorant private, had_’
been sent with ihe soldiers ostensibly asa
guard in Pitkin, but in reality to muake
sure that all the missionaties were killed
The death of the martyrs touched Lthe heart
-of Feng and produced the first stir of Lis
conscienee foward CGluistianity. In 1012
Dr. Molt and I were Lolding meelings in
China. Feng was now a young maj r. He
atlende 1 two of Dr. Motl’s meetings, beiie-
ved the Christiun mesrage, signcd his
name when the cards were pussed and ente-

~red one of Lhe Bible clusses. No sooner had
* he become a Christian than he began Lo
- work earnestly among his  fellow  officers
o.and soldiers and'in time coneeived the pro-
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Cay

cadets of his new army. We spoke {o them
about {he terrible merace to China of mi-
litarism, selfishness, bribery and corrupticn
which today threalen her downfall. The
Young Marshal then came Lo luneh with
us. He opened his heart and asked what
he could do to help his eountry. The next
evening he refurned and remained wilh
us until midnight. He told us all of his
doubts and difficulties, ond of his despair
of saving China in. the midst of the pre-
sent system of graft and militarism. He vo-
luntarily confessed his personal sin  and
his Jesperale need. He finally knelt in pra-
ver and expressed the desire to take the
first step toward the Christian life. The
next day he relurned again to the meeling
where we presented Christ as the Saviour.
He stated his purpose tolive the Christian
life, but nothing but a miracle can keep
him staight in the natwork of evil which
is all about him. As we looked upon this
gifted and brilliant young man, we real-
ized hnw Jesus loved such an on. He now
desires Lo meet with the leaders of th»

" opposing forces to see if the present mad .

policy of militarism cannot be ended and
©a way of peace and recovery found for
bleeding China.- But in the meantime han-
dits are incrcasing throughouf the conntry
and new men are being recruited for (he
armies. The imediale future looks dark,
There is left only the clear and shining
way of China’s one hope : the moral and
spiritunl regeneration of her people through
Christianity. :
Very sincerely  yours,
SHERWOOD EDDY

lKaifeng, China.

Dear Fricnds :

I have just spent four diys with (icne
" ral Feng and his fa» famed “*Christian Ar
my.”” He has been the Goveinor of 1we
provinees and is now 1he commander of
an army- in which nine theusand men buave
already been baptized and received as

| (g3l 99 5)
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I—Iope On the first day, 1in speAking of
China’'s need, we exibited charts showing
her present situation. Her vast resources
of couland minerals, if properly controll-
ed and operated, would produce enough
to educate each boy and girl in China snd
finance the government without taxes or
foreign leans for s thousund years. With
this fact we conirasted a charl showing her
present production of coal, with many of
her mines closed becaouse of graft,
80.000.000 of her children not in school and
her people sinking in poverfy. Another
chart contrasted the United Stutes with ils
260.000 miles of railway, with China’s 7000
miles, where the possibilities and resources
are unlimited, but undevelopedand hnpeless
ly cerippled by bribery and theft. The next
chart showed the wealth of the wvarious
nations, with China the poarest of all,
standing at the bottom of the list and pos-
sesing uonly about L.S. 100 per capita against

America’s more than L.S. 2100, Thus we

went through the various resources and
ndustries to show the causes of China’s
poverly, of the hankruptey of lhe govern-
~ment and its threatened downfall.

On the second day we itraced the sour-
ces of China’s
and sin of the individuul. The corrupt of-
ficiuls come from the student clusses. The
student who lLies, cheats in examination,
or is immoral today, will be robbing his
country tomorrow. For two hours ihese
men sal with burning hearis and a deep
and growing conviction of sin. On lhe
third doy we spoke of China’s only hopein
the moral regeneration of the individual
and of society offered hy pure Christianily.
After-we had spoken three hours on the
last moruing, 120 studenis rose, chiefly
Confucianists, signed cards and signified
their desire to enter Christian Bible clas-
ses. In the afternoon meeting for the gen-
eral public, 103 others took thesame step,

At the seeand meeling on sin, the
““*Young Marshal,” the son of the Gover-
nor, canle fo take the choir. He seemed
impressod by China’s need and asked . us
lo come to speak lo 1207 of the officers and

sickness to'the selfishness -
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“the nalion.

“alternoon.

fered a large hail for the meetings

Ghina's  Sickness,”

S —

qumkly for he may lose his posmon in a
few months. In the street next to the place
where 1 am now writing in Nortp
Caina is a retired official  who is said to
have cleaned up L.8. 15.000.000 in less
than two years.
their palaces is a band of robbers and
graltera who flececed their fellow-conntry-
men and retired with their loot, while iio
peop'e of China toil on in poverly and
hunger., Here are mills which two years

ago were declaring dividends of over 100
per cent, a year for their profiteering em-
plcyars, while paying children under twelve
years of age five cenls 1 day, their wo-
men workers bwenly cents, and men from
thirty to forly eents a day for their sweatsq
labor. So rotten have the officials now  he-
come that they often conduct their business
in houses of prostitution. My heart is
heavy ab what I bave seen in this dbyss
of corruption in Peking during the first
week of my arrival. China my soon "have
te (ace some calnstrophe or humiliation, as
did Korea, before she recovera, unless
something is done shon to turn the tide.

- "The Y.M.C.A. hal arranged a series of
mectings for students, officials, the eham-
bers of eommerce and other classes, in eigh-
teen cities of China. They have an unpa-
ralleled opportunity to reach lhe leaders of
We began -the meetings in
Mukden the first week in Oectober with the

feeling that the oaly hope fore China is to

raise up a new leadership that will be ho-
nest, educated, and Christian.
the Gonfucianist Minister of Education of-
where
the awlience swould have to sland, we cho-
se fhe limitations of a church., This was
fitled for Lwo hours each morning by some
K00 non - Christian  students and by an
equal number of men of the fown each
Ag 1 looked into the serious

faces and the deep burning eyes of these .

meaq, I saw the old moral earncstiess
which is”China’s greatesl herilage.

On three successive cays we spole on
“China’s Desperate Need,” “The Source of

and * China’s Omy

3l 3952)

All around us here in.
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with vast resources. Here are Ihe rich
wheat fields and granaries of northern Chi-
" ‘na, the great forests and priceless mine-
rals deposils. Here at Fushun lying on the
surfuice is a vast hed of coal 14 feet thick,
which is almost unparalleled in the world.
Manchurius is the bufler provinee of China,
It has long been a hone of contenlion and
a possession coveted Dby both Russia and
Japan.. Here rules the celebrated Governor,
Chang Tso Lin, who controls the three
northern provinces, and who for years die-
tated the national policies in Peking, With
him is his son, “The Young Marshal,”’
who commanded 40,000 of his father’s
troops in the recent fighting. '
Cbina is facing a grave erisis at this
time, financially, palitically, and morally.
She is burdened by militarism,
the curse of the country. Almost every
military governor has his large underpaid
arimny of hungry soldiers, surroutded by ex-
soldiers and bandits who loot and prey
upon the people. The number of bandits
is mulliplying rapidiy and there is much
disorder in the provinces where they are
terrifying the people will their brutal
atrocities and robberies. Many of the stu-
dents are no longer .able to return to their

homes during vacalion lest they should he

captured. Two missionaries have just heen
seized by bandits in Honan and held for
ransom. The official system of “suueeze,”
bribery and corruption isso rolien that the
impotent central government seems to be
- sinking to decay, like ancient Rome before
her fall, or modern Korea hefore she lost
her independence. it should be noted,how-
ever, lhat it is (he government and not
" China that is falling. The people in the villa-
ges and distunt provinces loil onin their po-
verty unfroubled by the corruplion of the
central goverament in Peking whose au-
thority now scarcely extends beyond the
city gates.
one provinces are now almost independent.
- In the chaos and rapid change of the new
- republican government, corruption now
knows no limit. An official must get rich

which is

The governors of the twenty-
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" indeed remarkahle meetmgs Wwe shall ne-
ver forget them wiether we be Christian
or Moharamedans. It is therefore joyful
tidings indced Lhat we are to see and hcar
our friend again. But the clharacter of
his meelings will be very differeat this
time. He will not be able to go beyond
Cairo in  the first place. In. the-sectnd,
the meeiings will take piuce in the new
Y. M. C. A. buildings in Sharia Nubar, the
great hall of which seats only 600 @ so

ihat the aftendance will be by invitation
and ticket only, — not *““open ™ to all.
On the other hand “he that asketh re-
ceiveth, and to him that knockelh itshall be
opened ', -- our advice to those who de-
sire at all costslo be invited is to apply for
an invitation ot the Y. M.C. A. itself!
With this- introduction we will let
Sherwood Eddy speak for himself. God
grant that Cuiro young men,; both Mo-
bammedan and Christian, may experience
the same blessing as their brolhers in

Manchuria and China ! .
: Eds. 0. and 0.

—Mukden, Manchuria .
. Dear Piiends 1

After finishing our work in Japan and
Korea, we entered Manchuria. Here in the
capital of Mukden was the seat of the
Manchus who,
captured the city in 1618, just before the
landing. of the Pilgrim Fathersin New Lng-
land. Here is the beautiful palace of the
imperial family with ils roofs of gold and
green. Afler concuering Korea, lhey inva-
ded China and entered Peking in 1644 to
establish, three bundred years agn, ihe

reign of the Manchus, the most medern of
Chipa’s “Lwenly - four long dynasties. Qur -

railway train pierced Lhe great wall that
for ages marked China’s seclusion from the
rest of the world, typical of the modern life
which bas invaded this ancient and se-
cluded' Middie Kingdom.

Manchuria, with a population [of

922 00, OOU slands in strong eontrast to tbhe

_denbely inhabited provinces of China pro¥

per, and bears the aspcel of a new country -

with an army of 40.000, -
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Sherwood Eddy

in the Far East, and the Near also!

We say  * in the Far East” because
the enormously inleresling lelters swhich
wae print below eontain an account of his
latest missionizing among studenis of the
Easl. And we say “in the Near also” be-
cause we lahe lhis opportunily of an-
nouncing, with a joy which hundreds of
Egyptian hearts will share with us, that
Sherwood Eddy is coming to visil us again!
in Cuiio!-— in this very meonth !

Crowds of Egyptians, including very
many readers of Orient and Occident, both
- Mohammedans and Christians, will remem-
ber the remarkabfe series of addresses
which Sherwoed Eddy delivered io the
autumn of 1921, in Cé\i'ir‘o and Assint and
Luxor and Minya and Tanta. They were
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“God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dw Il on all tha faee of Lhe earth.”

A Monthby Moral and Religious
Magazine established 1905

~ EDITORS
Reve Canon WILT, GaTRDNER, B.A,
Rev, =AML Zwiaer, DD,
Rev., ELE. FTLupr]
Mr. H. S, iusirar
SUBSCRIPTION
20 PUTL in Egvpt. Abroad 25 P.T.
{3/-0r S.1.23) postfree,
Al business communications, all payments. to be

mide w0 the Editors of  Oiient and Oceident, 35 Sharia
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When we stand before the judgment-
geal of Christ we stand unrobed, Paul
says. we sland naked. 1 one of Carlyle’s
“Hartor Resartes.” there is a very
vigorous chapler on ihe subject of the
world-out of-clothes, and bhe shows that
even to-day 1f we could sce s world with-
out the scifbiding deapery, the convention-
alities of wealth and position and title and
honor, we would see the world in its naked
realilty and so Judge men and judge our-
selves more-coreclly. Carlyle’s imagination
is not as vivid as that of Lhe apostle Paul.
e sees them all stand belore the judgmen
sgal ol Christ naked, princes and powers
and polentates, high and low, learned and
ignorant, wealth and poverly, black and
white and yellow and brown, all on an
equulily before the eyes of Jesus, the eyes
like a flume of fire.

Jesus now is robed. John saw  him
when he was stripped; bul now John says,
“1 spw heaven open, and I saw one like
unlo the Son of man, girt about the breasts
with u golden girdle, and his raiment was
while as snow down lo the fect.”

Ha looked again, and he saw a
great multitude whom no man could num-
ber, and non: naked among them, all of
them elotlied in while robes. And he sald,
“Whence are these?” And the angel ans.
wered and said, “Tbese are they that came
out of the great tribulation, and bave
washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood ot the Lamb,”” forever cladin
His rightcousness who hung for us in
shaine in his nakedness,

T'hat is why you and I are siuging
our deepest expericnce when we say,

«When | osurvey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of glory died»
—ivas nailed, was stripped,—when 1 survey
that cross [ pour conlempt on all my pride.
Yes wé alfl bove pride,-—pride of humanity,
pride of race, pride ol social position, pride
of dress, pride of inlcllect, pride of wealth,
pride of veligion, pride ol humility; and all
that pride piled up wountain highh meltsas
the snows belure lhe summer sun when we

see Jesus slripped on the cross!
(Serzuele Mo Zwemer)
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Soc:o]ogy, has its p]a(e )Pt what a
great danger we are in that in grasping
the w onderf'ul social message of Christ we
shall leave oul-Him who is the message |
The cross was once a symbol of shame
and guilt, and pow it has beeome through
Christ who hung on it a symbol of
huma[iity and civilization and progress
and pedce and love and compassion, and
wherever men See ithe cross they honor
the symborl;, but how about Him who is
symibolized by the cross?  Men talk of
soeial service iwithout Jesus Christ, the
opening of scores of asylums or soup-
kitchens for the poor,” and hospitals for
those that are stricken; and when we look
for the living Christ, who says, **There is
1_16 way but mine, no truth bul mine, no
life hut mine, 1 am the Alpha and Qmega;
come unto me, " we seek in vain.

- Every Christian St:rlpped

The teachmv is still decper. “They

p‘hﬂed his ‘garmens among them, and cast -

lots over his vesture.” That is what they
will do in regard t6 you and to me, because
the Christian also is stripped on his cross
even. as they stripped Him and nailed Him
to' his eross. The disciple is not above his
master, nor a servant greater than he that
sends him; and every one of us when we
moufit our cross mounts it naked.,  That
awful bridge of death, nolhing can pass it
save as a naked personality. '

Accordmg lo the old chureh tradition
the names of those who hung next to Josus
were Desmas and Gestus; and Gestus and
Jesus and Desmas revealed themselves to
God and to men on the cross. Nothing
reveals character so soon as suffering.
Nothing so reveals character finally and
irrevocably and-forever as death
died in his sins, and Jesus was the death
of sin. Gestus died a sinner, Desmas died
a saint, and Jesus died a Saviour. One died
and lost His life, 1he other died and recei-
ved life, and the One in the centre diel
and gave Hijs life, [n any case death
reveals your character,  Mew see us and
God sees us just as we ure,. -

\ “" _ ( f:—-“ *u-’ )

(Gestus .
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and the death of Jesus. If vou doubt that
simply turn the pages of an art catalogue,
or of a calalogue of any museum, and youn
are led siraight back to the manger, and
Capernaum, and Jerusalem’s Temple, and
Calvary, and Olivet. There is not a single
history of architecture that can leave oul
the cathedrals of Europe, which were built
stone by stone, frozen music, in honor of
Jesus Christ our Lord. And after sculpture
and painting and music and archiltecture
have risen to the height of perfection, we
gee them today porting His garments
among them, and turning their backs on
Jesus. '

Ethics bas stripped Jesus of His
garmenis, and cast lols over His seamless
robe, and left Jesus out of its textboouks
and out of prograim. - The Sermen on the
Mount is only the robe of Jesus, It was
Christ who spoke that. It was Christ who
fulfilled that. But whai have we if we
liave the Sermon on the Mount and have
no Savieur? Cheap talk about the father-
hood of God and the brotherhood of man
and a more social gospel, without realizing
that there can be no falherhood of God save
through Lhe death onthe tree, and no brother-
Irood of man suve in the embrace of those
pierced Lands on the cross.  The teaching
of Jesus without His Deity,"the words of
Jesus without the message of his life, the
example of Jesus wilhout His atonement.
—what is it but Iike a Roman Soldier who
holds out the scamless robe and says, “See
this beautiful robe [ got from the Christ
when we tossed the dice under the crossy
Jesus, 1 know him not, but this is his
robe.”

Reformers who climb ibe ladder and
then kick down that by which they rose ;
Christian Science and Christizsn Theosophy
and the religions of new Judaism, new
Hinduism, and Mohammedanisin—what are
they but the old religions, the old philos-
ophies, dressed up in the seamless robe of
Christ, all their beauty borroswed, all their
seamlessness woven around Him, but He
left out ?
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re)ect One Who unvmled Himself to  the
ullermast in showing God's love in Himself

and for~ug ? They erucify him afresh and -

put him to open shdme who, having learned
of Christ and his love and his sacrifice,

cver. forget or fuil to tell the story of that
marvelous love of Jesus. But the world
still does it, and you and 1 are stll guilty
of what the soldiers did, the rough Roman
-so_ldm:s withoul uny fet,hng, without any
ienderness, wilhout any sers3 of shame.
“Here is the culprit, Let ws strip him and
nail hitn to the crosst™  And  prophecy
says, and ihe Bible says, yea. the daily news-
paper tells ns that they sl strip Him and
part his L',a:memfa among them, and cast
i lofs nver Hig vesture,

' Fuifilled Today.

WWhal are the garments of Jesus »?

The gurments of Jasus are His ouler glory,
the glory of nature which he made, for
nothing was made ihat is made save by
the Waord of God.  Smnething breathes
in every beauty of nalure that Christ put
ihére, and wilienever we admire nature and
fail fo sec Christ we are gazing at the
garment of Jesus and turning our back on
Him who wears it.

And the beauly of arl iz His reflee-
tion, because all we have in art of color
and form and beauly and elevalion of

" though! is only the reflsction of Him by
whom all things were made.

" Threc - days after the ecrucifixion,
perhaps  someone poinled out on  the
streets of Jerusalem and said :

“Laook! There gnes a coldier wearing
tbe rohes of Christ! See lhat man'! Those
sandals wore on the feet of Jesus, and he
is wearing lhem now.. He has the {urban
that once.was on the head of Christ, my

Master. The inner tunic and the outer robe

are those of Jesus™. :

So ag you and 1 look around we see
ihat all tlic arls and sciences have stripped
Jesus. There is not a single fine " art  to-

day ihal is nol finer because of the life .
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My purpose is to call attention to

. this picture of Jesus on the eross

before

“. us and to meditale on it from a threefold
standpoint: First, that Christ endared this .

shame for us, for you and for me; secsnd,
which is far more important practically, thut
this Scripture is being fullilled doday, viz:
they stripped Him of his gurments and cast
lots over His vesiure; and laslly, that every
Christian is stripped on his own cross,

The Shame of It

Jesus the friend of sinners, enduring
the deepest humilistion on the cross ! He
who stripped himself of the glory of God,
although 1t was not robbery lo be equal

with God, and took upon Hin the form of -

a servant, finally was crucified and died

the deaith of a criminal, of a slave.

Someone who saw that could never
forget it, and he musl have told the story

Jo the one who wrote the Epishle

to the.

_ Hebrews, for there, picreed to the quick by
Christians wlio have turned their backs on
Chwrist, by men who once enlightened have
gone back into the darkness for ever and

ever, the writer of the Epistle says:

“They

crucificd the son of (Qod afresh, and put
_him to open shame.” That is the picture,
patting Christ to open shame. That is
what the soldiers did, that is whal the

world did, that is what we i,

And darkness fell on the world for
the spaee of thrae hou-s. God drew his

curtain that men might not see.

Waltts puts il’

As

«Well might the sun m darkness hide

And shut his glory in

When Christ, the mighly Muoker, died
For man, the creature’s sin»

How can unyone be ashamed of
© Jesus after that? How is it possible for
any one of us to furn our back on Jesus

after 1hat ? . How is it possible for
boast that we have the robe of his
- gousness and be ashamed of Hi_s

us Lo
right-
Cross

before men? How can we despise und
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. John says 1he eternal Word ~was
“made flesh and dwelt among us. and ‘we
beheld his glory;* but bere on ibe contrary
the world gazes and beholds Jesus in his
shame; ihe Christ of God stripped, and men
beholding his nlmost humiliation. He was
strippad that we might be clothed with
righteousness. He wus unclothed thal when
we are unclothed we 1nay not be found
naked.

The Roman writers and historians
leave not the least doubt that it was the
cuslom always to nail ibe culprit 1o the
cross naked. Modern art, and some say

Jewish kindness, allowed the culprit a loin- -

cloth. But the piteous piclure of Jesus
sitripped of all He possessed and hanging
alone on the cross is given us in ihis
@Gospel narrative that we might at leust
* meditate on what it meaunt to Jesus to, be
. sttipped before lhe gaze of soldiers and
~ enemles, disciples and friends, the women
and His mother.

There were (wo sides to the crucifi-
xion agony,—lhe physical und the mental.
The horror of the crucifixion jncluded the
agony ot the body and the disgrace and

- suffering of a pure soul. The agony began
with the terrible seourging of our Lord:
‘and whenever I Lhink of that 1 go back (v
the descriplion of it in Edersheim’s *‘Lile
of .Christ,”’ a punishment so cruel, so
brutal, s hearlless, that we cun hardly
read the pages lhat {ell of it wilhout being
moved to lears. Aftler the scourginglhere
was the nuiling, and the agony of slowly
approaching death, und the fevered hrow,
and hearl, break-and finally dealh. DBut
the agony. of thz soul of Christ, the suffe-
rings of His soul, which were the soul of
His suff:rings bagan when Hz was
rejected of men and by His own people,
when He was stripped of all he had, aund

_nailed to the cross; when H: was cursed
by those whom he blessed, and when he
eried that bitter cry, *“My God, my God,
Yhy hast thou forsaken me$”
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THE STRIPPING OF JESUS

They parted my garmenits among them,
my vestire did they cast lofs. (John 19 : 24).

and  rpon

This terrible experience of our Lord
Jesus Christ is related in all four of the
Gospels.  Not only do we find it ioid in
Matthew and Murk and Luke and Johu,
but in three cases those who record the

incident of the strivping of Jesus and his

vion reler o

disrobement before Lis crucill
the prophecy in tho 22nd Psaon
which gives the most eccurile and vivid
description ol the azonles ol the crueliiz-
it wight be ImLht_Ll
WUS They pavied my
gurments among thom, and upon my vesture
did thry cast Iols)”

Pernups th's was the most harrowing
- of all {he incideuts in
Jesus to his feelings of purily, to the
dignity of his manhood.  Nuked ke came
into this world, and noked helaft the world,
The first Adain by his lransgression robbed
us of our righleousaess and  stood nuked
before God; and so, as un old writer says,
it was filling that the second Adam should
take upon himself slso this shame of our
nuledness, And as we read the story we
are impressed exceedingly by the connect-
ion in which it occurs; for il the Tecord in
Luke's Gospel follows the chronology, as
it generally does, then it was when they
were stripping Jesus of his raiment that
He gave utterance to that marvelous prayer,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do!”

m, that psalon

to

ving rtha

10I1 l“)’ Sa

whirh weitten,

the cruciixioun of
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“(od hath made of one blood all nations. of man for to dweall on all the face of the earth.”

A Monthly Moral and Religious
Mcgazine established 1905
APRIL 1923  (Vol. XIX) No.d
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