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Bat from design,—the great, old “teleo-
Bl proof” for the Existence of God. You
e of El-Azhar know how great a part
Bument plays in the old Mohammedan
v of kalam: and in all the western
cs it used to play the chiefest part.
he argument from the order visible in
to one who orders ; from the evidences
ion and design to the Designer.
(they said ) is a more wonderful
mstrument than the microscope. But
swould say that the microscope came
tence without a designer or a maker.
fiore the eye has one too, God. Q E.D.”
me in the evolutionist and showed that
[ wonderful order and arrangement
_bbles on a gravel beach (for example)
-ewpiamed by a single simple law,
and just as other marvellously sym-
‘.auangemeuts, crystals for example,
milarly explained, so in the organic
separate instance of adaptation can
ned by a single principle, viz. ac-
variation, plus natural selection, plus
ival of the fittest. Instead of arguing
w well adapted that wvalley is for
ff that water by means of that river!

ar!”, the evolutionist said, “ Of course

-“.‘.' made its own valley, through natural
8in obedience to the simple law of
¥ And so each separate instance of
011 was explained away, and it seemed

old argument for the existence of God
gn was destroyed. But then men
ore deeply, and pursued the subject
aclk, and lo! the old argument from
il Was restored in another way.

{To be songluded).
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manager, a controller, accessible to prayer,
able and willing to help.” And of himself he
says, I believe that the Divine Nature is
specially revealed to man through Jesus Christ
who lived, taught and suffered in Palestine 1900
. ¥Ears ago, ‘and has since been worshipped as
the immortal Son of God, the Saviour of the
world”. And even the unbelieving among the
scientists, when they think clearly, know that
science does not and cannot disprove religion’
. merely fails to EJ?‘oere it : — Huxley and Spencér
are instances of this mode of thought, which
they called 'Agnosticism’. ~They refused to
believé anything that cannot be sctentifically
proved. But this is a mistake. S¢ientific proof
should only be demanded in the case of the
gubject-matter with which Science deals, name-
ly matter and its relations, its dimensions, and
its forces, — all that can be expressed in terms
of number, and therefore treated mathemati-
cally. Bat is «i/ life made up of such things
and them alone ? Are not the mind and the
affections just as much facts as matter and
force ? = But these cannot be scientifically
weighed and measured,}nor mathematically
treated, deéduced or proved,"and so the facts
tflat belong to this plane of being demand
qmte a different kind of proof :
ment of faith.

the experi-
I will say more about this
latter on.

Before leaving this part of my subject I
would like to say something to the many in
this country who'vaguely talk of “Darwinism”
and think that if true it has definitely fixed the
universe as godless. You onght to know, first,
that Darwinism and evolution are not the same
things. The former is only one theory to ex-
plain or account for the latter, and it is today
a much-critisised theory. Secondly, evolution
iIs by no means necessarily an irreligious
theory..

The reason evolution was thought irreligious
- is that it at first seemed to haye destroyed the
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Ball not say anything more about this

¥ hut [ want to point out the importance
B 3 .

Sthical, the importance of dufy, in the
and that there may be more connection

;f‘faith and obedience to duty than we

_-he commonest form of thoughtful
| this city of Cairo "(other than that
orn of sin, frivolity, or selfishuess),
ned up in the word Materialism, or (as
u1’cails it) Naturalism. Our modern
C "], chiefly on its scientific side, tends
filice this : and I know for a fact that in
nment= Offices and the scientific
Colleges many a confirmed materialist,
complete agnostic, is found. Such

that cause and effect account for all

Sspecially miraculous action ; that mat-
1al ; that physical substance and its

z: all inall. And forthem “Darwin-
nslclered proved, and the conclusive

'of all religion.

W I am speaking to such men ; — not
Bwho, because their ideals and desires
faterial, find this philosophy a very con-
fone. But to the really thoughtful and
Bl say, that the testimony of the very
P natural philosophers is very strong
Ematerialism. Are there any names to
et alone surpass, the following names,
BN, Descartes, Newlon, Faraday, Kelvin ?
'ry one of these was a convinced believ-
Bod, and also in His revelation in Christ,
Oday how many of the greatest scientists
lievers! Sir Oliver Lodge, himself in the
[ank, says, "The tendency of science is
B an irreligious direction at the present
i but the realisation of the unity of the
€ scheme ténds to faith. We are begin-

'to realise that the whole scheme

ids, in a real sense, an organiser, a
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loss of happiness and is injurious to the in-
tellect and the moral character”. It was by
this atrophy that he became incapable of
religious faith, He did not assert that his
system had killed religion. But he had made
himself incapable of a religitus experience.

_ Darwin himself knew well that there was
.a power in religion which could not be found
elsewhere, During his travels he met the
savages of Patagonia (in the South of S. Am-
erica), and characterised them as altogether
hopeless, hardly human. Later on he found
that through the preaching of Christ's gospel
these sgvages had become rational, Christian
men and women. He expressed himself as
utterly astounded, and continued to subseribe
to the S. American Missionary Society until
his death,

2. Intellectual doubt, when once it starts,
sometimes invades the whole man, and the
doubter doubts all things; — the difference
between right and wrong ;
convictions

the wvalidity of all
; the reasonableness of the world,
" and the worth of life itself. Ghazzali passed
through this phase, as we see in his “De-
liverer”.  Another classical example (but
from fiction) is the character in Kingsley’s
Egyptian novel “Hypatia”, who was reduced
to such an absolute depth of scepticism that he
was on the point of madness or snicide. Ghaz-
zali was saved from this black gulf by what
he felt to be the direct act of God ; Kingsley's
doubter, by the necessity of his performing a
‘simple act of bumanity, — the simple duty of
the moment : — his dog was hungry and ke
had to feed it. That action saved his reason:
It gave a solid something in the hideous void ;
ard it proved theé turning-poiut, for it taught
him that at least something in the Universe
was real, — afld'gradually be saw that the
reality of the Universe itself was involved,
then its rationality, and, finally, that behind
that Universe was a Living God.
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Seruple and without pang, are, though
§w it not, atheists. They do not, as a
8f fact, believe in a living God, —at
@ conventional system in which figures
ational deity., David says “The fool
in his heart, There is no God”. In
#t — the inference is not, I think, that
mere hypocrite, saying one thing,
flisciously meaning another. The athe-
n, whom we meet in the streets every
@ perhaps are well represented here
‘ng, have a deeperatheism. They are
Bived. They believe that they believe.
ir hearts,"—there, in the profoundest
heir being, where the mind is sub-
rather than conscious, where are
springs of action which accurately
e real convictions of a man, their
saying “Thereis no God! there is no
Phress, injure, lie, steal, defame ! I can
With impunity. This life isall! This
lll!1”— To doubt is better than to
With the belief of these believers.

IL

then, doubts that are

@ distinguish,
Btnally caused, from doubts which spring
In this section let us con-
ISelves to the former.

oral failure.

IThe first thing to notice is that doubt
Pling from pure atrophy of the spiritual
man's being. It is possible to starve
rgans of the soul and to destroy their
Bing, This is what Charles Darwin on
'_"! confession did. He said, “It may truly
@that T am like a man who has become
fEblind. . . Up to the age of thirty, poetry
@blcasure, also pictures and music. Now
BSpeare navseates me and I have lost all
pictures and music, My mind has
I8 2 machine for grinding laws out of
Part of my brain is now atrophied.
it to do it over again, I would read poetry

lice 3 week. A loss of these tastes isa
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help them if he neither knows what these
doubts are, nor how they can be met and
overcome ? From both poeints of view therefore
I claim to be free of blame in giving this

address publicly in Cairo, for doubt does exist,

and on a large scale, among the educated

youth of Cairo, especially those of the science
departments; and it affects Mohammedans
and Christians alike. It is no use shutting
our eyes to this fact. Iknoew it to be true, and
I am thereby justified in speaking. But if any
one feels that from no point of view is he
among “the people” of this subject, then he
was under no compulsion {o come, and he is
under no compulsion to stay.

L

Doubt, as I said, is not always a bad thing
for it does not always spring from frivolity, or
laziness, or worldliness ; and, where properly
treated, it may lead to the strongest and most
mature faith. It was doubting Thomas who
arrived at the highest faith of all, and ex-
pressed it by the most arresting confession of
all. Such a doubter may doubt in the anguish
of his soul. He may doubt just because he is
honest, just because he is earnest, just because
he is alive : and his failh, when he wins it,
will be a richer and more valuable thing. To
such, and only to such, one’s message is “Hope
on!”. To others it may be “Be not self-de-
ceived?”. It was about such doubt (and only
such) that the English poet Tennyson sang,

There lives more faith in honest doubt,

Believe me, than in half the creeds.

He meant that the doubt of such an one
springs from a heart which is the natural home
of faith, whereas the so-called faith of the
hard, worldly traditional religionist may con-
ceal an unconscious atheism.

This may seem a hard saying but it¥s true,
Men who profess their traditional creed and
carry out its prescribed rites, and at the same
time oppress, maliciously injure, lie, and cheat,
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I RELIGIOUS DOUBT.

dress delivered in the Printania Theatre, Cairo,
21st October, by Canon W. H. T. GAIRDNER.
is the shaking or guestioning of
fconvictions. In the matter of religion
Bifiecessarily an age of doubt, for in our
;‘L lvas assailed political, social, eco-
and ethical convictions ;— therefore
convictions could not possibly be
o escape. Now much of this modern
oubt is worthy of sincere sympathy
et (though not all of it, as [ shall
pior in the ordinary course of modern
Boys and men are exposed to con-
which are bound to lead to (ues—
It is worth while trying to help
Bay it is a duty. For, as the great
2dli said, traditional faith is like a
§s; if it is once broken you cannot
o its original form : — the materials
melted and re-miade. - But very likely
Ewill be a stronger and more valuable

B8 obvious therefore that this address is
those who need it,—or as the Arabic
it, for its own People. Happy the
, because his faith has been from
. not merely traditional, but a
gteality, grows up to manhood without
B doubted. For him the pane of glass
_Er been broken. Why break it then ?
_drua.’ ke this is therefore not for him,

To quole Al Ghazzili '1,,.‘1.. it i

w

€ed from other than its own Pe ple.”
#EL indirectly he might well benefit from
if his fellow-creatures are not so fortu-

B8 he, if they have doubts, how can he
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of these powers. A visit to any large city
of 5.-E. Europe, on a missionary purpose,
will bring you up against them, and abund-
antly convince you of their existence. St. Paul
knew about them too, and, since him, every
soldier of Christ worthy of that name, My
own experience is that every city of Eastern
Europe is a citadel of the enemy, and that his
sway over that part of the continent is well
and firmly established. Nor does he intend to
lose one inch of his territory without using
all means at his disposal in desperate
defence.

The rule of darkness in S,-E. Europe is
characterised by the substitution of super-
stition for faith, of bigotry for an open Bible,
of outward ceremonial for a spiritual religion,
of ignorance for the knowledge of God. The
religion of the wvast masses of S.-E. Europe
is a gilded paganism. Certain practices {e.g.,
the writing up of curious mystic signs on
the doorposttokeep outevil spirits) remind
you of animism or fetishism, and indeed
the whole reign of superstition over these
jands is nothing but the survival of Euro-
pean heathenism, over which a thin and very
transparent coating of “Christianity” has
beenspread. Although the Church possesses,
in theory, the knowledge of Christ, it does
nothing to convey it to the people. As a
friend of mine once remarked, the precious
treasure has been buried undera great heap
of rubbish, and it is this rubbish that the
people see. Rare is the soul whose eye catches
a glimmer of the true gold and precious
stones underneath, These churches are the
Church of Christ, but the Church of Christ
laid in the tomb of dead formalism, and
bound about with the napkins of superstition
and error. And the guilt of these churches,
lies therein, that instead of extirpating su-
perstition as contrary to the Truth of the
Gospel, they have exploited it for their own
purposes, and at last become its slaves. The
plain fact is that the overwhelming majoriiy
of the population of S.-E. Europe have never
heard the Gospel of personal salvation and
regeneration through Jesus Christ,

This one fact alone is sufficient, in itself,
to constitute an urgent and insistent call for
the evangelisation of S.-E. Europe in this day
of its visitation.
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a field of; continual warfare, fought not with
guns and bayonets but with words, feel-
ings, the press, pamphlets, books, political
parties, industries, societies, athletic clubs,
schools, universities, and even churches. In
fact everything that'should go to make friends,
went to make enemies there. Even the
Christian Church, proclaiming the love of
Christ on one hand, was on the other lend-
ing itself as an instrument for the fostering
of strife. The state of S.-E. Europe is, to
put it mildly, a caricature of what the relat-
ions of neighbour to neighbour should be,
an open denial of the elementary principles
of love and justice. Even in private life
every man’s hand secemed to be against his
brother, Seifishness, self-interest, and material
advantage, were the guiding motives of
life. No man really trusted his neighbour,
nor believed in the sincerity of another.
Nothing is more destructive than hate. Can it
therefore be wondered at that no constructive
work could be done and that every moral
and spiritual effort was condemned by reason
of this pernicious virus? Unrighteousness
‘breeds hate, and hate breeds unrighteousness,
In this vicious circle has the sad story of
the nations of S.-E. Europe been running
these long years, Who will make an end
of it?

3. The first cause of the decay of S.-E.
Europe is moral, the second 1is social, the
third and essential cause is spiritual. The
immoral state robbed these nations of the
BIBLE —i.e., the fountain-head of spiritual
religion, of moral life, and of social right-
epusness, Where there is no light men
walk in darkness, and our understanding is
no substitute for the light., Where the fear
of God is wanting, men have done the most
insane things on the ground of their learning
and understanding. There is no knowledge
apart from God and no righteousness apart
from His Word. Thisis no dogma, but is
openly demonstrated by the history of the
nations, and not in the least measure through
the late War. When the Bible was taken
4from S.-E, Europe the light and salt were
removed, leaving the powers-of darkness and

the germ of decay free course. Ever since

the!‘:e fands have been under the dominion .
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it” impossible for them to be_]ieve in the good

faith of one another. Under such circum-
stances, can it be wondered at /if unright-
eousness and sin prevailed 7 Sap the moral-
fibre out of any man and nation and you
make him an easy prey of all germs of
disease and decay. Thanks to the grace of
God, there was some light and salt left to
hinder the process of decomposition from
ending in death, as in the case of old

Greece and Rome.

2. A lack of truth destroys the moral
personality ; a lack of love destroys social
life. This is the second great cause of degen-
eration in the countries under consideration,
Life is composed of relations, and, if the
source of life is poisoned, its relationships
will soon be affected. The destruction of
pure religion in S.-E. Europe had, as its most
evident outward result, the disintegration of
social and international intercourse, through
the ferment of suspicion, jealousy, arnd hate.
The national units composing S:-E. Europe
are relatively so small and geographicaily
80 intermixed that they cannotisolate them-
selves definitely without prejudicing one
another, This statement is made in no political
It is simply a fact of obser-
vation that these nations are mutually depen-

sense whatever.

dent on one another for their natural products,
their industries, their scientific institutions,
None is com-
The fact
of political independence, which is a great
blessing to them all, if rightly used, does
not invalidate the above-stated law. The

and their general weifare.
plete or self-sufficient in itself.

secret breeding of suspicion and hate have
succeeded in making of these nations, which
should have been a society of friends, a den
of wild animals. That is the dominant im-
pression of S.-E. Europe every serious observer
took back with him before the War. It was
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door to all vile instinets and moral degrad—-

ation. You breed untruthfulness, cunning,
insincerity, double-tonguedness, hypocrisy,
flattery before your face, and backbiting,
slander, jealousy, and hate behind your back.
The moral and spiritual degeneration of the
- peoples of S, E. Europe is, according to their
own testimony, to be traced back to the
Counter-Reformation and to the rule of the
Turks. If we inquire how these causes have
worked out in practice, we find three main
factors of moral decay and social dissocia-
tion,

1. The code of morals. The extermin-
ation of the Reformed faith had as its worst
result the disappearance of reformed conduct
and morality., The Counter-Reformation was
an act of spiritual wmurder and broke the
moral backbone of many nations. The code
of morals, which fwas now infused like a
poison into the blood of the successive gen-
erations, has done more than anything else
to deaden man's moral sense, to undermine
his spiritual nature, and counteract those
forces of truth and love that work for national
righteousness and for the Kingdom of God.
The state of moral and spiritual atrophy, in
which S.~E. Europe has been languishing
these 300 years, is first of all due to the
infusion of this opiate. A boy was brought
up, not to speak the truth, but fo make a
statement calculated to please his questioner,
and, above all, to reach his end. Thus you
could rarely trust the word of a former state-
official, - He would be most polite and amiable,
entertain you as if you were his best friend,
but he would never tell you his mind or
give you a definite answer regarding the
purpose of your visit. This net of falsehood
kept everything in its entanglement. There
was no part of public and private life, and no
class of society, that was not penetrated by
this ev_il, which gradually distorted the whole
mind and conscience of the people, making
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THE PRESENT SITUATION
IN S-E. EUROPE. *

A glance at an ethnographic or language
map wilt show that S.-E. Europe is a compos-
ite structure of twelve different nationalities
extending from Bohemia south-eastwards to
There are twelve or more
languages spoken, and it is the area of
junction of the four races and five religious
systems of Europe.

Constantinople,

This racial and religious -diversity results
in making S.-E. Europe a field of unceasing
stress and strain, Moreover, it forms the
natural highway between east and ' west,
and is the meeting-place of these two civil-
isations. Along this road the great migrations
have passed, the Crusaders travelled, the
Turks invaded Europe. Here also the Refor-
mation had one of its greatest victories and
its greatest defeat. This reign of darkness,
extending from the triumph of the Counter-
Reformation to the end of the Great War,
was the spiritual atmosphere of the end of
5.-E. Europe during 300 years. While Rome
ruled in the north, the south was subjected
to the sway of the Turks, who conquered
the Balkans and Hungary after the fall of
Constantinople ; and between the two evils
it would be difficult to choose. Let us briefly
consider the results of these three centuries
of tyranny on the character and spirit of
the people.

The Causes of Moral and Spiritual Decay.

Slavery always breeds degeneration. Rob
a man of his human dignity, force him to
crouch before you in servile but unwilling
oheisance, oblige him to pretend to believe
what he does not believe, and you open the

* An extract from a leaflet by E. Phildius, M. A, Edin,
( Geneva } former agent of the World's Student Christian
Federation,
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by personal and practical ethical experiment.
We say “Come and see.” To the man who
wants a guide, in and to the Unseen, He will
To the sinner, in an-
Get the Book

which is the written record of Him, consort

prove a worthy guide,

guish, He.will prove a Saviour.

with the men who are the unwritten records of
Him; read both, and begin as a Disciple: no
need to profess more than this if you have not
attained to more. Take the first step; do the
first duty to hand; obey the first conviction ;
embrace the first approved teaching ;—and the

rest will follow. Growth will come with use.

Use
“Unto him that hath(i.e.

Disuse leads to atrophy and paralysis.
leads to full growth.
that useth), shall be given; and from him that

hath net (ie. useth not), shall be taken even
that he hath.” Christsaid, “Tam the Way; the
Truth; and the Life.” We show you The Way
——enter on it. It will lead you to The Truth.
And, both during the journey and at its happy

end, you will be living The Life.

Plato s:aid that his reason was like a pre-
carious raft in a stormy sea. God has/ spoken
a Word, who is the strong’buoyant life-boat.
Commit yourself to it, knowing that e who
sent it has the power whereby it shall bring

you to the haven where you would be,—the

haven of God, of Knowledge, of Peace, of .

Eternal Life.
W.H. T G.

0380 613 L Mo el el Gl 130, G0
) | U 0550 4ede b i

SV Gl e bl dey2 OlgYl
Gl 08 oped Lkl 2 JJ ot bl oo
U2 i s Q o8 i Bslo oL.A:-}} el

.,MJ\CJ,: s dl o e adp2 O p

o \,\.ﬂf cely sy Yo Jsmg . 23N AL
s LAl ey P EPIS ARV |
lye 2l 461 st sl oy U gobdd ST
Lol e e AT A o § ol Y 4 dpdles”
\g.u ,‘},}\ﬂ ; }Laj,.-q\g e o3l o it 5 y G
il s s e B Lo d lduiab JsW ol
(.'..\;‘:.J g :ly_'&si U5 JpY! i.:” \3:1;:':'!, Jayl
o Auly Yha Uy 3 LA LYy Lugs b oods
s @) & e i JK1 3 oo tobasd
Yol ) d ol e Wl ol rage (o
2l Vo B35 oo (16 (pnay
oy 3l 55 3% uﬁtn, aealhly Ghly 5 Ll
Lplis dies g;x,) Al . Gl J ( 655 S
DS On2lle 0y §5 At

sy 2 Gl 21 S a0l b3l 6
o) Gasi gm0 85 el B Bl s 2
Lo 358} e a0 oyl gl O clle adt L C)
181 b o — iy pery BB ) " g.\.s:
¥l sy Lladls L

electronic file created by cafis.org



R PR A

CHRIST.” Now this is not immediately de-
monstrative proof. Unseen things, as I showed,
cannot be proved by the scientific methods
of the laboratory 7; nor even by the
mathematical method ;| of deduction! from
general axioms, (though Spinoza and the
Arubic theologians tried to do so): these will
at most land you with an intellectual conviction
that there is a neuter First Cause or Principle,
and we want more, far more, than that, Reason
can help a little, but unless God has spoken,
we can never come to know Him and enjoy

Him for ever :— even so Plato speaks of the .

human understanding as a raft which is all
a man has to carry him over the dark stormy
sea of doubt and uncertainty, “not without
.risk, I admit, unless a man can find some Word
of God which will more surely and safely
carry him.” Ah! to Plato that Word had not
been spoken, but to us it 2as been spoken !
Who is He who in the Koran is called THE
WORD? In the Xoran itself The Word of
God; in the Gospel, The Word made Flesh?
It is Jesus Christ! He is the life-boat which
Plato desired should replace his raft. And the
secret of faith and certainty is Experiment, the
scientific method after all : Heve is the great
Hypothesis which is to explain the Divine and
Spiritual System, just as the Copernican ex-
plained the Solar, Test it by experience.
Millions have done so, and it has been verified
by these million tests. But the hypothesis must
first be tested so that the truth shall be known :
and the first progress of the experiment may
be slow. “Come and see.”, that is “Try Him,”
—is any other sort of proof possible? “If any
man wilis to do My will, He shall know of the

doctrine.” ‘Wil to do’, first; ‘know’, second:

When we have tried Christ we shall find Him
trustworthy. When we have found Him trust-
worthy we shall know His doctrine, and it
shall be ours.

For faith is not assent to a mass of state-
ments, but the passionate attachment of the
whole man to one worthy of that attachment.
Well, then we have tried Christ and found Him
trustworthy. We offer you this Hypothesis,
but it is for you to turn Hypothesis into Proof

(1) "We can no more find God with our reasen alone
than we can find the scent of a rose with our fingers, It
is not the faculty concerned” (Martinean).
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You may be surprised to hear that self-praise
and ambition lead to atheism. But is not the
man who is feeding on self-praise really
denying God ? Reflect on that profound word
of Jesus Christ’s “How can ye believe, who
receive honour one from another, but seek not
the honour that cometh from God only 7 There
is a volume of meaning in that word. And
similarly selfishness is the wvirtual denial of
" God., Where there is worship of self, the
worship of God is denied. Again, laziness
and slackness lead to the relaxation of the
fibres of the soul. Doubts begin,—for the
simple reason that faith demands a condition
of life that is unpleasant to the lazy man.
He vields to these convenient doubts, and then
thinks they are intellectual in their origino.
Similarly the worldly schemer finds atheism a
convenient creed,—his view of life virtually
excludes God. He wills a godless world and so
to him it is godless. And, finally, the sen-
sualist, the man of impurity:— read the Confes-
sions of Augustine and see how his eatly
doubts were born of lustl-—how, as soon as he
began to fight down lust, faith could hold up
her head. Hear the deathless word of Jesus
Christ, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God"—meaning thatto the impure God
is blotted out. “He gave them their heart’s lust,
and sent leanness withal info their souls.” Oh
truest, terriblest word! Augustine experienced
its truth; Byron dreadfully experienced it;
and Burns re-expressed it unforgettably when
he said of sensuality that, after its momentary
pleasure,

~“Tt hardens all within
And petrifies the feeling”

—how much more, then, petrifies the capacity
to feel God, to discern God, to know God ? Ab,
it is the sad experience of every one of us,that,
after the sin, God seems Danished, distant,
hidden. And so, to the habitual sinner, God
seems not only hidden, but dead ! But it is Ae
who is dead. Hisheart is dead and stone-cold,
beyond feeling, beyond faith.

Yes, most doubt is simply the reflexion of
moral failure. Reflect, O Cairo youth!

1V,

_ Andso, to all dOubtﬁl], dissatisfied,ocvercome
souls, we say: “We have a solution: it 1s
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RELIGIOUS DOUBT. (Contd.)

How then was the old “argument from de-
sign” restored after its apparent eclipse in the
early days of Darwinism? The thoughtful
ones reasoned thus :— “Even granted that
each separate instance can be explained away,
what shall we say of the fotal series taken
together? What shall we think of “simple
laws or principles” which thus evolved an
order and not a chaos? And most of all, what
aré weto think of the primary stuff of the

universe which had latent within dtself this .

organised world, and which unfolded that
-order in due course, so unhurriedly and
so infallibly? To think that all that is
‘accidental’ is ridiculous. To doubt that
behind it all, within it all, is Mind, in short
GOD, is impossible.” And so the old ar-
gument from design was.destroyed only to be
re-born in a stronger form than ever,

Some day I would like to return to this
subject in more detail, but I must pass on.
Remember then Bacon’s words: “A little
natural philosophy, and the first entrance into
it, doth dispose the opinion to atheism. But
on the other side, much natural philosophy and
deep wading into it will bring about men’s
minds to religion.”

I1I.

Many a man has doubts which he thinks are
intellectual, but which are really the result of
various forms of moral failure. I will tell you
the chief forms of moral failure that lead to
doubt. Think of them one by one and you
will agree with me :

laziness,

conceit and self-praise,

selfishness,

worldliness and ambition,

1mpurlty
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him. The man raises his head from the water
and sees the rope. He says, “[ believe that is
a good rope,” and then hesinks again. Once
more he comes up and says, I believe if I take
hold of that rope it will save me,” and he goes
down again. He Dbelieves all about the rope,
but he is no nearer being saved. How long can
he go on believing about the rope? Till he

drowns. It will never save him. If he wants

to be saved he must believe init. He must put

out his hand and take hold of it and then he
will be saved. Believing about Jesus Christ
will never save you. You must believe in Him.
You must surrender yourself to Him and trust
Him. It is not sufficient to think that you were
born a Christian and have been a Christian all
your life, That wont save yott. It is not suffi-
cient to say that you belong to the church, or
that you have the mark of a Christian on your
hand. That wont save you. There'must be a
definite personal surrender of yourself to Jesus
Christ. But here is a man who says, “Prove it
to me.” In the present day we want proof for
everything. At least we think we do. We da
not realise that every day we take many things
on faith only. But to such a man I would say,
“There is no proof except exparience.” A man
comes into my consulting room. Heis ill. He
tells me of his aches and pains. [ examine him.
Thep I say to him, “Here is a medicine, take
this and you will be better.” But he says,
“Prove it to me.” Isay, “The only proof isfor
you to take the medicine. Ican't prove it to
you. Ican tell you it has cured others sick like
yourself and therefore it will cure youw.” But he
says, ‘I shall nottake the medicine until yon
prove to me that it will cure me.” I say, “Then
you will never be cured.” I cannot prove to you
that the T.ord Jesus Christ can save you from

sin. I can only tell you He has saved others.
He has saved me.
rience,

The proof is in your expe-
That is His work.  He is a Saviour.
Will you let Him save you ?
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native triles worship idols. ‘They pray to them
and bow down before them, They put their
trust in them. But the idols cannot save them.
They are notliving. They are only wood
and stone and have no power to save. In India
there are many people who are Buddhists.
They worship Buddha, But Buddha cawnnot
savethemforheis notliving, In China there are
many Confucianists. They worship Confucius.
They say Confucius was a very good and
holy man and they tty and copy him in their
lives. But he lived centuries.ago and now he
is dead. He cannot save them. The Saviour
must be living. Then also he must be willing. It
1s no good having the big strong man cone to
the top of the pit and look down on the man
in the mud and go his way because heis not
willing to save him. Now who fulfils these
conditions ! I only know of One who, I
believe, fulfils the conditions. If you know of
a better saviour then let him save you, Butif
yvou don't know of any one o save you, and
you have realised that you cannot save your-
self, then let me tell you of the Saviourlknow,
1 believe that Jesus Christ fulfils the conditions.
First He is able. We read of his life, how He
could heal the sick with a single word, how he
could say to evil spirits, “Come out,” and they
obeyed Him. Certainly Heis able. Then He
is living. All the religions and all the autho-
_rities about Jesus Christ acknowledge that He
isliving. And we know He is willing for He
came to the world to save sinners. That is His
Will vou let Him
_save you? But yousay, “What do you mean ?
How can Jesus Christ save me from sin? It is
by Faith. You must believe in Him. It isnot
sufficient to believe about Him. There is a
great difference between believing in and
believing about.
sea and suddenly a man falls overboard. He
cannot swim. Heis drowning. But someone
.on the boat throws him a rope.

work. Heis a Saviour,

It falls near

Here is a big steamer on the.

3 adly ekl 9.

N3 il B L sy 5 bl 025 ol
doo ohye W g g i o (Y el Y
S PRV PRV S PG 1 P RN+ T
OHds Ha5 Y -(, Tsy g,..u e dgdl e oS
o S ol g 1585 B o 6 el
lLLaUL,aluﬁ;l 4 Odyis 3 8w g g2 CL,
Gl lda Sty ._‘,b. Al AN el 'l_.:.xs,
53 Vs Syl sl 3 oWy k! g 8 3 e
it 135", ;l;. O O g el oY {..,,414‘_;9

o M 1l e T ekl 0 o

SV G awy s Bl o ! Loa)l by
Y

HESCTIN NP P (N ESR
a,o.x's«:‘\}gﬁfal?- X
L\:-'l 09, oy p._ﬁ.ﬂ ‘_;IJ w;'t.o ) Q@ _
e {.m&u Je pyv I &Sl 5y
gt O o) ) ) gl alt) FERN
G 6% Vb Ly Ml ed e TS
TRV W e (P P SV 4 £k
AN b g oY ety cAlbL 4ad 2y
o 1S A S s oYl 85 4 e (s
do &Y wal s 4ty f& o u,» &\ Q;sj.i-@,i\
P o s e a e L skl alal) it
el i S5 5 e Tl 45 ol el
35 Yo u ol oY JJ}ab Skl e gual
OV & Ole VI o Ueb 55 Ala oY ae o0y O

3 C- |..3|_,b”.wy L.E! rb‘_’&_;f‘

Lf‘" L5)°J°L:“ ‘-JL")’*&’LQ_JS oja-l;_ O \_‘,‘.; Chg
Mo 32U e STl dob dbeadl Y ol

electronic file created by cafis.org



%y | o ey aadd

oAb

and say it did not matter. You would not play
with a mad dog; you would keep far away
from it. You cannot play with fire without
burning your fingers. There is a story of a
man who wished to engage a new driver for
his carriage. Many applicants came and he
said to the first one, “Here isa road with a
precipice on one side of it, How close 4o the
edge of the precipice could you drive with
safety !’ He replied, “I could drive within one
metre of the edge. He asked the next, “And
how close could you drive? ” He said, “I could
drive safely at twenty centimetres from the
edge.”1Again he asked another, “How close to
the edge of the precipice would you drive?”
He replied, " Please Sir, I should keep as far
away from it as I could.” He replied, “You are
the man for me.” Don’t see how near you can
go to temptation but how far away from it you
can keep.

But all our watching and guarding will not
save us. We are tempted young men. Life is
a big battle.  Are you winning or losing ?
Perhaps in the eves of the world you are win-
ning. Perhaps even your own people and your
friends think you are getting on well. But in
your own heart are you winning or losing?
We want saving, We cannot save our-
selves, No man can lift himself by Lis own
power. No man can save himself. Itis not
sufficient if I see a man down in a pit, in the
mud, to tell him not to sink in the mud. Itis
no good to tell him to get out of it. He cannot.
I must pull him out. \Andif I cannot, then
I must get some big strong man to come
and pull him out. We all need someone
to save us,—a Saviour. I think there are three
conditions that the Saviour must fulfil. He
must be able. He must be living. He must be
willing. First he must be able. [know a lot
about the results of sin and would like to save
men from it. I am living, and I am willing, but
I am not able, I cannot save you. Then he
Wust be living. In'central Africa some of the
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on firing, At the end of a week there wasa
considerable -impression on the wall, They
continued,always on that same spot, and final-
ly a small hole was made, through which they
put a boy who crept through and opened the
gates while the sentry was sleeping, Audso
the castle was taken. The Devil is like that,
He keeps on and on at one place till he
succeeds. But notalwaysso. At other times
he attacks in unexpected places, Thereis a
man whose danger is falling into impurity and
the Devil keeps tempting him at this, and then
one day, quite suddenly, there comes another
temptation quite different, He suddenly finds
himself alone in the office with some uncoun-
ted money. There isthe temptation to put some
in his pocket, and he yields. He has fallen
where he was not expecting to.

Now, how are we to meet temptation ? Be
prepared ! That is the motto of the Boy Scouts,
and it is a good one. Always be on the watch,
You never know when the temptation will
come. A burglar whois coming to rob your
house does not send you a postcard to expect
him. The battle is half won if you are pre-
pared. Don’t leave the gate open, There are
many gates. There is the Eye-gate, and the
Ear-gate, and the Thought-gate. A man leaves
the Eye-gate open, reads rotten novels, looks
at bad pictures and expects to win in the temp-
tations. Another listens to dirty talk and
suggestions of evil. He has the Ear-gate open,
Or & third leaves the Thought-gate open and is
always thinking bad thoughts—and nearly all
sin begins in the thoughts. But you say,l cannot
help bad thoughts coming to me. No, you
may not be able to help bad thoughts coming
but you certainly can prevent them staying
with you. A wise man =aid, “T cannot prevent
the crows flying over my head butlcan pre-
vent them making nests in my hair.,” Don't
play with temptation. You would not go into
an infectious place, where there was plague,
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Too late! Ves, there comes a day
To-day
To-day it is not too late. To-

to die.
when it is too late to give up that sin.
is the time,
morrow may not be yours.

But there are many more sins, Some of them
we think small and don’t make much of them.
" We may say of oune that he tells lies, but
what of that? When God’s word talks about
heaven, it says that the gates thereonf shall be
shut against all murderers and all fornicators
and all idolaters and against whomsoever
loveth and maketh a lie.
difference.

God says there is no
How do you stand in His sight ?
And also, not only are there sins of commission
“To him that know-
eth to do goed and doeth it not, to him it is
sin.” And not only sin, our subj(:ct includes
temptation, Tem;:ltation comes to all of us.
Every man is tempted, It has a
purpose. It is for testing. When motors or
machinery are made, before they are used they
must be subjected to severe tests.  What for ?
Is it to spoil the motor ? No, not to spoil it but
to prove its worth and value, Temptation does
not come from God, “God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither tempteth He any man.” But
God allows temptation to come tous. The
great Tempter is the Devil. There ig a per-
sonal Devil, Can anyone look around in tifese
days of evil and temptation and doubt the
existence of a personal Devil,

but also sins of omission

It is not sin,

He is the great
Tempter and he is very clever in his attacks.
He has many methods. Frequenfiy he continues
again and again on one spot, There is a story
of a castle that was taken with a single gun,
It stood on a hill and its walls were two metres
thick. The king who lived within laughed loud
when the enemy came against it with a single
cannon. But they placed the cannon on a hill
opposite and fired. The first shot scarcely.
scratched the wall, but they fired again on the
same spot. The Ling laughed fouder and
dra.nk deeper of his wine, but the enemy went

w ity 2l
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Awnother man cheats, takes bribes, or writes
- false certificates.  Others do like him and the
office or department becomes corrupt, and
cannot be trusted in business dealings, and
.even his government may be affected. “Be
sure your sin will find you out.” A father
brings up his children without contvol, lets
them do what they like, does not punish them,
Later his boy has no self control — gets into
tempers. He grows up and becomes a man,
who is violent and unrestrained. One day he
strikes a man in anger, harder than he meant to,
The man dies and he is charged with man-
slaughter. It is a terrible crime, but it may be
traced back to the father’s sin in not control-
ling his son. The power of sin grows. A man
says,“[ know it is wrong, but I will do it to-day
and to-morrow, and then I will give it up. e
says he can leave off when he likes. But he
cannot. There comes a time when it is too late,
when the power of sin is too strong. Iremem-
ber a case I saw in a village some miles south
of Cairo. They brought to mea young girl
with a growth in her hip. It was a terrible
growth of cancer, and they asked me whatl
could do for her. Iexamined her but found
Isaid, “I can do
nothing.” But they said “Doctor, you can cut

it away or cut off her leg.” But Isaid, “No it is

the condition was hopeless.

too late. 'Why did you not come sconer ? The
Then I learned
what had happened. Six months before ihe
growth was quite small in her foot. They took
her to a hospital. The Doctor saw her. He was
clever and knew his work. He said, “ This

is cancer. I must cut off her leg.” “Oh,” they

growth did not begin here.”

said, “No never; put ointment on it. Give her

medicine and it will get better.” “No,”’ he said,
nothing will save her except amputation.” But
they would not agree and thev took her home,
Six months later they brought her to me and
they asked me to cut off her leg to save her life,

but I told them it was too late. Amputation

now would not save her. They took her home
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God all men are sinners. We classify sinners
and say thatone, a murderer, is a great sinner;
another, a thief, is a lesser sinner, and a third,
who may be a liar, a little sinner. But Geod
makes no difference. He say
difference, all have sinned and come short.”
You may be shortof the standard by one inch,
and another by a yard, but thereis no diff-
erence between you inthe fact that vou both

come short,

A man may say heis a law to himself, that he
can do what he likes and it does not concern
It does.
What youdoto-day affects someone to-morrow.

anybody else. That is not true.

No man liveth to himself. Here is 2 man who
says thatif he chooses to go to impurity he
can do so. It isnobody else’s business except
his own. His body is his own. He can do as
he likes. He goes in the path of impurity but
he is not alone. He pushes someone else
down, Sooner or later he gets disease. He
But it isp’t, He is
The disease

which he gets someone. else takes from him.

says it is only on himself.
a danger to the community.

Later on when he thinks he is cured he gets
His wife does not have chiidren.He
comes to us doctors and wants to know the
Perhaps she rever will have children.
It is the result of his sin, which he thought he

married.
reason,

In another case the disease
is a different form.

was cured from.
He marries before he is
cured from the disease and brings children
into the world and they are diseased,—cursed
He says he can do as
he likes and he finds that the sin affects him-
self. But it doesn’t stop there.

before they are born.

It goes on to
others,~— lo his wife and children ; and it even
affects his nation’s birthrate and his nation’s
health. Aslong as a man Hves in a commu-
nity what he does affects that community. If
you want to do as you like then you must live
in a worid by vourself.
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SIN AND TEMPTATION.

(An address delivered in the Printunia Theatre,
Catro, on Thursday, 16th Dee. 1920, by Dr.
Robert B, Coleman of the C.M.8, Hospital).

Sin is universal. Every man is a sinner.
Nearly all the prophets or great men of fold
confess themselves sinners or ask pardon
for sin.

Davidsays, “lacknowledge my transgression
and my sin ig ever before me”; and again, “Mine
iniquities have taken hold upon me so that
I cannot look up, they are more than the hairs
of my head.” We read of Moses that he sinned
and God said to him, *“Ye trespassed against
me.” The Apostle Paul says, — “Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom
I am chief.” We may say of the prophets that
they were good and holy men, They say of
themselves that they need to ask pardon for sin.
No man will proclaim himself perfect. To do
so would add the sin of pride to his other sius.
But what is sin ? It is transgressiog or breaking
a law. Itmay be God’s laws or command-
ments and a man breaking them sins against
(God. Or it may be the laws of his couantry and
a man may sin and commit a crime against his
country’s laws. But here isa man who B4ys
“Tdon’t believe in God, or accept His command-
ments, and I don't acknowledge the right of
any country or nation to control my actions.
Iam a law to myself. How am I a sinner? "
Even to such a man there is the law of nalure
and a man breaking this law sius against him-
self, against his fellow men and against the
God in whom he does not believe, but who

exists in spite of his disbelief. In the sight of
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-
a pause, to Isaiah—) And now, bid me
recall the seal ! Bid me deliver PAdi back !

ISATAH—Thou canst not. Thou hast chosen
thy path and thou must walk it to its evil
end. Thou shalt walk it alone. Behold,
thou shalt not see my face again until the
day of Shear-Jashub, when “the remnant
shall turn” to our God. Behold, my God
beholdeth thee from afar : but, He
beholdeth thee,

HEZEKIAH—OR my father! “Immanuel I"—
—God with us, with tue !

[SATAH—(with deep sadness and tenderness) Not
vet. Inthe day of the Lord .. And now
tread the winepress alone. Be a man, be
courageous. Fulfil all the duties of thine
office. Farewel] |

HEZEKIAH— (with o lamentable voiee) Be not far
from me, my father. Pray for me to the
Lord, O my father.

ISAIAH—God forbid that I'should sin againsy
the Lord in ceasing to pray for thee, In
that day thou shalt call for me, and I will
come unto thee : the day of the turning
unto God.  Then shall God also return to
Tarael,  Til thep, play the man. Farewell,

{He gazes at the stricken kin . silently blesses
him, and is gone),

HEZEKIAH—God of Israel, my God! A't thou
far or near? Is it not both far and near ?
even as my soul iz one burning wound,
and yer findeth in that wound its peace,

- (He springs resolutely to his feef).

Let the will of the Iord be dene, in its
length and in its breadth, in its height and
its depth ! (He claps his hands} Ho there !
(Enter a courtier) Send hither instantly my
Master of munitions, and my Prefect of
the fortifications |

(The curtain falls).
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hath done his perfect work upon Judah
and upon Jerusalem by means of the over-

" flowing scourge of the king of Assyria,
THEN shall a remnant turn unto the mighty
God, and then shall that remnant be saved,
Then—but only then. For first shall the
Lord God of hosts make a consumption,
decreed and determined, in the midst of

“this land. Hear therefore the consumption
that is decreed: Your country shall .be
desolate, your cities burned with fire, your
land, strangers shall devour it in your
presence; and the daughter of Zion shall
be left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a
lodge in a garden of cucumbers, a besieged
city. And THEN shall be broken the yoke
of thy burden, the staff of thy shoulder,
the rod of thy oppressor, as in the day of
Midian. For when he shall shake his hand
against the mount of the daughter of Zion,
the hill of Jerusalem, then shall the Lord
stir up a scourge for him according to the
slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb.
Then—but only then !

HEZEK1AH—(whio has been bowing lower and
lower) And I? Shall these sheep be
scourged, and [, the false shepherd, escape ?

ISATIAH—Nay ; thou too. Behold the days are
at hand, when all that is in thy house and
that which thy fathers have laid up in store
until this day, shall be carried away:
nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And
of thy sons and daughters that thou hast
begotten shall they take away., And they
shall make thy sons eunuchs and thy
daughters concubines in the palace of the
king of Assyria at Babylon. (Hezekinh
groans.) So shall the iron enter into thy
soul, And so shalt thou, with the remnant
of Israel, be saved.

HEZERIAH—{raising his head and gazing with
nlle stedfastness at Isaieh) Good is the
word of the Lord. (4fier @ pause—) For
there shall be peace with truth, at the latter
end, in my days. (He pauses again—} The
Lord gave and the Lord shall take away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, (dffer
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SHEBNA—{from the door, roughly) Let my lord
the Secretary come instantly. Behold the
royal seal. In the King's name !

(Eliakim solemnly shakes his head and raises his hand
in despairing protest. All go out with various ex-
pressions of emotion. Hezekiah is left alone eon his

throne, with vision delightsemely en!ranced).

(Enter Isaiah. He is a man of 60. But though his
hair and beard are white as the driven snow, his
countenance is unwrinkled, It glows with strength
and his eyes burn with light. He is dressed like a
Hebrew noble, but without ostentation).

ISATAH—(in a tone of chilling reproach) What
said these men? and from whence came

they unto thee?

HEZERIAH—({looking uprwt'th a start) They are
come from......

ISATAH—"“From a far country, even Babyion” ?
Or perchance from a near country, even

Philistia |

HEZEKIAE—(clutching his heart) Oh, thy
words reopen the old wound, with the echo
of thine old rebuke. My bowels! my
bowels ! My father, canst thou mean, can
it be, that I have played the fool a second
time ? that I have not “walked softly all
my days because of the bitterness of my
soul”; that I am turning the wheel a
second time in the same accursed circle ?
Oh deliver me from my pain! Let me
hear the word of the Lord, even if it be
worser than the worst I fear,

IsATAH—Thou hast done foolishly. The word
of the Lord hath full often come to thee
by my mouth, by the mouth of Micah the
Moreshite, and by the mouths of his ser-
vants the prophets, rising early and speak-
ing unto thee : that after that the Lord
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EKRONITE—AnN oracle indeed! What can
Dagon show to this ?  Behold in us
Philistia worships Jehovah in His holy
city. (They prostrate. Then, rising—). Let
meswiftly end my word, great king. When
we sought whete most fitly and most safely
to sequester this slave, P4di, then was there
but one voice :="In the city of the Lord
of hosts ; in Zion whereof glorious things
are spoken ; with Hezekiah, the Anointed
of the Lord. Let kim head the league “of
Rahal and of Babylon,of Philistia,of Tyre
and of Ethiopia”, He only is worthy,
1 have spoken [

HEZEK1AH—(starling up) Not thou,but Jehovah
of Israel. This thing is of the Lord. Now
shall Zion be free of the heathen’s yoke,
and the day of the Lord and His Anointed
come indeed. {To Shebna—) Lodge these
lords right nobly. Let Padi be boundin
the tower of Millo. I, Hezekiah, assume
his custody. 1IL.et the treaty with Philistia
be made incontinent. Lo here is my seal:
take it, and make the treaty fast. After
they have eaten bread, bring them into the
house of my precious things, and I will
show them that they have not spoken vain
words ; I will show them the silver and the
gold, and all the house of my armour and
my munitions, and all that is found in my
treasures: there shall. be nothing in my
house nor in all my dominions that I will
not show. Between confederates shall
ought be concealed ?

ERRONITE—(joyfully) *Tis the voice of roval
goodness and bounty! (They make
vhetsance.)

SHEBNA—My most dear liege. Ah that these
eves have now beheld my king in his
beauty | (He kisses Hezekiah's hand, then
rapidly escorls the Ekronites away).

ELIAKIM-—(very troubled) But,my lord theKing !
{ Hezekiah is in a trance of radiont delight,
Eliakim pauses) Dear my lord !..
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SHEBNA—{with religious earnestnzss) And,
good my liege, hath not the Lord — blessed
be His name {—performed that work ?} Lo

" the multitudes of the sacrifices,—the burnt
offerings of rams, and fat of fed beasts :—
the diligent keeping of the new moons

~and Sabbaths ;—the  assemblies,—the
solemn meetings,-—-the.
ascendeth in clouds to the nostrils of
Tehovah of Hosts! Are these blessed
days as the evil days of Ahaz thy father?
Remember thy own work ; didst thou not
remove the high-places. ...,

ELEAZAR (A CHIEF-PRIEST)—True, O King !
These days are the days of gold !

incense which

HEZEKIAH—Oh, peace, friends! Eliakim is
right: the holy prophet meant that the
Lordmust first chastise His people before. ..

SHEBNA—Chastise! And have not these
twenty years been one chastisement! The
yearly indignity of the tribute ; the yearly
disdain of the heathen, when they
blaspheme the name of our God ; the yoke
on the neck of the Daughter of Zion......
(A loud voice is suddenly heard without)

PROPHET—(from without) Woe unic the un-
godly nation, woe ! (He enters : he is clad

as Shebna described. A yoke is about his

neck. With roiling eyes—) Thus saith the
Lord: “Even thus is the yoke of the ter-
rible one about the neck of the daughter
of Zion : and even thus shall it now be
broken”, (He violently breaks the yoke and
casts it to the ground.}).....Oh, where am I}
(He looks round, amazed: he staggers).

HEZEKIAH—(fo Joah) Let him be attended,

PROPHET—Thy pardon, my liege-lord, I
thought I was in court of my house ;
behold I know not what I say, nor what [
do, nor anything i in the world. (E.mt led
by Joah)
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SHEBNA—So, even 50 |

EXRONITE—Thigketh my lord that -we are so
brutish that our ears have not heard the
song which thou didst make, in the name
of thy God: “I will make mention of
Egypt and Babylon as among them who
* know Me; behold Philistia also, and Tyre,
and Ethiopia! Yea of Zion it shall be
said, when the Lord writeth up the nations
that this people and that people was born
there”, Philistia born again in Zion!
Behold in us the first of this goodly family !
Shall not Philistia be reborn in Zion this
day ?

HEZEKIAH~—I marvel at thy words. Speak on,

friend. Read me thy riddle,

SHEBNA—(aside ta Joah) What savest thou ?
A master-stroke, hey ? Shebna’s own !

EXRONITE—Hear then, great king, Ekron’s
noble sons have turned against the slave
Padi, whom Sargon king of Assyria set

up. Who is the king of Assyria? Woe

to him ! Hail, freedom! Let us be free!
For in our ears hath thundered the word
of the man of God, Isaiah the son of Amos,
who said, by inspiration of thy God :

“1 WILL PUNISH THE FRUIT OF THE
STOUT HEART OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA,
AND THE GLORY OF HIS HIGH LOOKS :
AND THE HIGH ONES OF STATURE SHALL

BE HEWN DOWN, AND THE HAUGHTY.

SHALL BE HUMBLED.”

SHEBNA——Bra_yer, bravely !

ELIAKIM—Oh good my Liege, bethink thee
how that word was prefaced : “IT SHALL
COME TO PASS THAT when the Lord hath
performed his whole work upon mount Zioyn
and on Jerusalewm, T WILL PUNISH TUE
FRUIT OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA'S STOUT
HEART,...
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HEZEKIAH—What’s . the matter ? Lo, thou
pantest still: recover thy breath.

MESSENGER —(with forced scantness of breath)
I came in hottest haste. It is to tell thy
Majesty than an embassy from Ekron hath
appeared suddenly at the Western Gate
demanding instant admittance to thy royal
presence.

BERZEKIAH—For what purpose ? But let us
not keep them waiting,  Thou son of
Asaph, see that they be honourably met
and escotted. Knowest thou why they
come (to Messenger, who is about to speak,
when Joah frowns at him, and exit) ?

MESSENGER—DMy liege, I wot—I think—per-
chance,~I know not. (He edges wuncom-
Fortably towards the entrance.) Lo now:
they must be at hand! Evenso! They
come, angd Joah with them: and, oh fortun-
ate chance, the Mayor of the Household
honourably escorteth them, It is doubtless
not meet for me to be present. Icrave my
lege’'s permission.

HEZEKIAH—_Thou mayest go.  See, hereis thy
guerdon: and double into thy bosom if
— the errand shall issue well.

MESSENGER-—-I thank your majesty, (Fuxit.
Enter from the other side Shebna, Joah, and
the FEkronite deputation. With a deep
obeisance they range themselves before
Hezekiak, who courteously welcomes them.)

HEZEKIAH~You are very welcome. It would
scem that you have some high matter to
propound ? Pray you, say on.

Ist EKRONITE NOBLE—From Goliath king of
Ekron, to Hezekiah, king of kings...

HEZEKIAH—Goliath ? Is king Padi gathered
to his fathers, then?

EKRONITE—Hear us most noble Hezekiah, and
let the glorious Daughter of Zion listen in
the listening of her Anointed one ! (A4side
" to Shebna—) Was that the phrase ?
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the expedient! Hezekiah is noble, and
godly, and brave: but he is vainglorious.
Thou forgettest not Merodach-Baladan
king of Babylon, and how lightly he
bewitched Hezekiah with an honourable
embassy. Ha, hatthe pious king burned
his fingers with his father, the prophet
Isaiah, that day! Iknow not whether it
be his own glory or the glory of his dar-
ling, the daughter of Zion, he seeketh
ever:—if he could indeed tell himself !
But that’s all one. For now, by the
selfsame snare, may he be taken captive
again this day, The sentence of our wise
Solomon may have been true of his birds,
but not of men, for verily, NOT “
is the net set twice,” no nor fifty times, in
their sight. Lo now, hold the king when
he comes : ! goto encounter—by merest
chance and hap, ha, hal!l=this Ekronite
embassy at the Western Gate. Prepare
then the mind of the king; or at least
hold thy politic peace! Nay, bungle it
not! Looktoit! (Exit)

in vain

Lo

JOAH-gJehovah is the God of Israel, and His
glory I would serve. But how? The
world’s a whirligig: who can discern
in the whirl one thing surely fixed ? If our
lord King Hezekiah himself discerneth not
Jehovah’s will, shall Joah be blamed if ke
entereth in at the gate that is wide, and
walketh in the path that is"broad ?

(Ent"er Hezekiah, attended by Eliakim the son of
Hilakiah, with the messenger. Hezekiahis a man
His presence is digpified and noble,
his face strong, earnest, and thought{ul. The

nearing fifty.

anxieties of perilous and anxious times have deeply
" furrowed his countenance and grizzled his hair and

beard. Eliakim is also a grave personage; he is

dressed in the style of the country, not of Egypt.)
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MESSENGER~(rapidly} 1 cannot refuse thee.

Know, then, that I'go to announce io the
king the sudden approach of ambassadors
from the noble city of Ekron, our old
Philistine foe, now our worthy friend.
They have had their bellyful of Padj, the
kinglet whom the king of Assyria set up
in their midst. They are resolved to break
with Assyria—surely Egypt also hath
egged them on —and they seek the worth-
iest, noblest, bravest, and most powerful
of the kings of these coasts, to the intent
that they may lodge Padi with him, in
durance vile or in honourable custody as
may seem good in his eyes. They are at
the gates: behold I have told thee: I
must away: Icannot tarry,

SHEBNA—(who has been exchanging with Joah

glances of rising excitement) Now listen,
O Micaiah, thou son of Boaz {; thy lucky
star is in the ascendant, '
1 beg, nay command; one, and no more.
But ere [ make mention thereof...... dost
thou not covet Imlah’s post among the
Recorders, and eke ore leetle, lestle field
that is in the valley of Rephaim ? Behold
they are thine !—if thou wilt but réfrain
from entering in unto the king a space
while thou mightest with moderate celerity
count five hundred. 'What afraid ¢! Tush,
man! Thy headress is disordered—thy
gsandalstrap hath snapt—thou art fat and
scant of breath—one of a score of such
trifles will serve for excuse, — think thee
of one while thou countest the five hun-
dred ! In the ante-chamber there |—by thy
leave! ({pushing him out)—trust Shebna )
~the little field *-poor Imlah !—his post
knoweth him no more! (He pushes the
confounded messenger out, and refurnsin
great excitement to Joak.) Heed him not,
I have him skewered. Listen: _
hath delivered thewn into our hands ! Lo,

One small thing -

o pealt Lk

the Lord -
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Nubian, behind Egypt,~there had come
to us the chance of a thousand years :—to
break the hated yoke of Assyria and be
free! And then'!, I mustbe baulked by
this foolish king of ours: and Joah the
Recorder must prate to me of 2 moonstruck
prophet, this Isaiah! Ye gods! -—thy
pardon as beforel —thou God of Israel !
is it rot monstrous ?

JoAH—T0u art right, though rot all thou
sayest liketh me. The matter then is to
cause our king to break with Assyria...

_ SHEBNA—Thou hast kit it. For, thés done,

leave the rest to m2 | Having swallowed-

the dromedary of Nineveh he will no
longer be able to strain at the gnat of
Egypt. And, by thelife of Isziah himself,
why should he not break with Nineveh? [
have heard his prophetic Reverence him-
self speaking against the Assvrian words
that were of the most intolerable,

JoAH—'Tis true: ’tis most true: and this
would weigh heavily with the king, Yet...

SHEBNA—Spare me yvets and buts. And see
that-we watch warily for an expedient that
shall turn the matter im to the current of
our desires, '

(Enter a messenger : he passes rapidly

across the scene).

MESSENGER—Salutations to the most noble
Counzeliors: and their pardon! I must
away...

SHEBNA — Whither away, friend, whither
away so fast? -

MESSENGER—(pausing) Matters of state, and
hotly pressing.

SHEBNA—(frowning) Idatters of state and

hotly pressing : and%he king’s Vizier may

net hear, Bethink thyself )
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SHEBNA-—-(c‘ontemptuously) Isaiah | prophet!
- What's a prophet ? This day I will show

unto thee a prophet—with hairy robe,
matted locks, rolling eyes, and all other
prophetic accoutrements and accompani-

ments to boot,—who will say untousin the

name of Jehovah, “Go down to Egypt and
prosper ! for theu the Lord shall deliver
Assyria into thy hand”,

JoaH—fmoodily) ‘Tis true, these prophets
deave us with their cross-wise speeches.
But (looking drily af Shebnu) this young
prophet thou speakest of—=doth he not eat
from the table of Shebna who is over the
king’s household ?

SHEBNA—{unabashed) What of it? By the
gods—I crave thy pardon, the speech of
. our provincials runneth away with the

; tongue—by J=hovah, the God of Israel, a

man must Hvet

JOAH——Aye and Shebna is 2 man! What

way went those secret messengers of the

King of Egypt to the house of Shebna last
moon ? I krew them, even if our lord
king Hezekizh did not! Was it not to
win Shebna who is over the king’s house-
hdld to the Egyptian alliance and league ?

SHEBNA—{amused] Tush, man, be as open as
thou art wise ! Thou meanest, “with the
customary fees and compliments in their
hands 1" Of which most lawful fees, tiow
and to come, shall ourdear Joah son of
Asaph have his due share. But what of
it! Or ever those secret messengers came,
I had considered that with this new king
Sennacherib on  Assyria’s throne, with
Babylon rebelling on the south, with Elam
stringing the bow and Kir uncovering the

- quiver, with Egypt frothing like a boiling
pot, aye a'nd' with kjng Tirhaka,the mighty
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RIENT s QCCIDENT

Vol XVIIL

Ist April 192,

No. 4.

BETWIXT EGYPT AND ASSYRIA.

PROLOGUE.

{ A reception court in the palace of Hezekiah at
Jerusalem in the year 705 B.C. Shebna, the Vizier, seated
with Joah the son of Asaph, the Recorder. Stebna isa
florid man with able energetic face, but shifty eyes: he
speaks with a slightly foreign accent and is somewhat
overdressed. Both men are dressed in the then-modish
Egyptian style)

SHEBNA-—( with impalient disgust) A child
might read our riddie: yet the king can-
not! IsnotEgyptitsclue? To go down
to Egypt for help; to stay on her horses
and trust in her chariots, for they are
many, and in hér horsemen, for they are
very strong. Is this not clear as the
noontide ?

JoAH—TFruly thus andthus alonemay we hope
~ to stay the multitude of the chariots of
these terrible ones, these Assyrians, What
then ails the king that he seeks not al-
liance and league with Egypt ?

SHEBNA--My good, worthy friend, how should
he do this thing, when he hath not reached
so far as to break with the king of As-.
syria!

JoaH—Most true. He cites Isaizh the son of
Amos the prophet, “In guietness and cone
fidence shall be your strength.”
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“‘God hath made ot one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.”

Magazine established 1908
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oty 3l

this is obvious, when we remember that the
apprehension of God is really the infilling of
the finite by the infinite, and the holy, pure,
sinless, eternal Infinite will not force its way
into the stubborn selfish will of the man whe

clings to bis sin.

But there is still another deterrent in the
way of responding to the call of Jesus— and
that is the power of fear, To many {bis is the
most subtle temptation of all— fear of what the
consequences of responding may be to oneself,
fearthat it may necessitate painful self-denizl,
fear that it may blight the joy of life, fear, too
of what others may think andsay, fear of ridi.
cule and persecution, fear of desertion by
friends, of scorn\b_y neighbeurs fesrin atheou-
sand forms. But through and above it all can
be heard the still small voice of Jesus with its
winsome appeal, “ Come follow me”, mingled
with a deeper note of sadness and sternness
as He says, ‘"He that will not take up his cross
daily, cannot be my disciple,” and raised to a
cry of re-assuring confidence as His last words
on earth are uttered, "All power is given unto
Me in heuven and in earth, and, Io, I am

with you always”.
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of spiritual power — a man, who not merely
pointed the way of eterual life but lived
it, so that it could be said of him that he
was the Way, the Truth and the Life; one who
remade the personalities of men, restoring
heahh to souls as well as to bodies, renewing
the spiritual forces which sin and selfishness
had sapped, reconciiing man to man, and man
to God. Such a one was JESUS. He it is that
still sppea’s to the Conscience, so that sin
He it ig
that wins a man’s Love so that his whole being

shirinks at once from his presence.

goes out in willing service to him. He itis
that convinces the Mind, so that experience
but verifics the eternal reality of the Truths he
taught. Tn him Reason, Conscience and Heart
find rest and satisfaction, and the service
which begins in trust is by continuous contact
with h'm—fer his Spirit is till with us—
transmuted into experience and knowledge, so
that we can truly say, “We know Him Whom
we have believed”.

/7

And yet—the supreme tragedy of human
bistory—he is still unknown to many a restless
soul | Theﬂxl;_v(nld, which in pain is reaching
after Truth, tails to recognize Truth’s human
What can it be that thus blinds
the eyes of men? Prejudice and pride we

embodiment,

have already considered—likewise the conser-
But there
why Jesus is still a

vative tendency of human nature.
are other reasons too,
strangertomany. Before spiritual truthcan ever
be apprehended, there is need, we have seen,
for a certain spiritual sympathy, what we
might call an affinity which is marred by sin
and shattered by seifishness,an affinity which a
sense of sin and a yearaing for forgiveness can
alone resiore. The pure in heart see God.
Without holiness a vision of God is impessible,
If we really want to see the Truth of God, we
must be ready to do His will, 1f we are not
prepared to fulfil the demands of the tmoral
and spiritual truth that we already know we

cannot understand more. And the reason for
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But what is this that we are requiring of
him? Unique foresight regarding the purpose
of life, perfect insight into human nature,
superhuman powers of regenerating human
petsonality., Has there ever been such a
gpecialist ? Is there such a one to-day ? Has
any one ever been able to express in words the
dumb yearnings of the human heart, or to
pronounce authoritatively omn the type of life
which can alone be designated a happy one,
or to provide unquestionably a -moral and
spiritual chart for individual and national

progress ! Has any one ever been able to’

recoucile the holiness and the power of God
with the weakness and the wickedness of man,
or been able to supply the cutlook and
dynamic, wiich condition a brotherhoed of
mankind, or, finally, been able 10 besiow the
moral strength which is necessary to complete

- self-mastety ?

So unique a man, we see, must our special-
ist be, If he fails at all to fulfil these condi-
tions, we cannot safely trust bim as the source
of light for us in our quest for Truth in
religion. To find him, is it rot worth while

_searching the sacred books of all ages? Isit
not worth while laying aside all prejudices
and preconceptions, that we may become
acquainted with him? Is it not worth while
making every sacrifice that our life andour
personality may be conformed to his? Has
any one found him ! Have you found him?

There was once a man who spake as
never man had spoken before, and whose
words were found to bethe words of eternal
life—a man, too, who knew what was in the
hearts of men, before ever they uttered a word
—one, too, who spake with authority so that
even the evil spirits were subjected unto him--
one who thus gave signs of fulfilling the three
great requisites of our specialist, knowledge of
the secret of spiritnal life, knowledge of

human nature, knowledge of the source
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enrichies us with but a partial picture of the
whole Truth. For in religion we can be
satisfied with nothing less than the assurance
that we are in touch with the final Truth.
Relatively, it is immaterial whether we have
discovered the ultimate truth regarding the
actual course of ancient history, er as to the
source and character of electricity, or even as
to how disease can beeliminated, These are
things we should like to know,but it is possible
to live happily without knowing them, But
religion is, as we have seen, concerned with
the very quality of Jife. A man's religion
determines the whole course and current of his
daily life. Uncertainty in religion renders a
sure valuation of moral qualities impossible,
It leaves the ship of life drifting in mid ocean,
without rudder, without compass, without even
a dynamic.

Thus we find thete are certain additional
qualifications which we must demand of our
specialist. He must not merely present us
with ideals, Many have done that, though
perhaps not with such clearness and boldness
~as he. He must also make plain to us why the
ideals are, as a matter of fact, so difficult to
attain, He must probe the depths of human
consciousness and reveal the secret of its
instability and weakness., He must show us
why fellowship with God is broken, why love
to one’s neighbour is so difficult to practice,
why self-control has exceeded our strength,
And when he has done this, when, besides
making conscious to us the true ideals of our
spiritual life, he has also uncovered the actual
state of our moral and spiritual consciousness,
there is something else we must still demand of
him, namely that he reveals how fellowship
with God can be restored to us as we now are,
how love can be established upon earth, how
the flesh and all its auxiliaries can be
dominated by a holy will,
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persists in face of them all in seeking to find
its true expression in fellowship with God, in
a harmony of life with men, in full control
over one’s own faculties and powers, Commu-
nion with God, brotherliness towards others,
self-mastery—these are the irrepressible ideals
of the human soul, ideals relentless in their
demands, apparently unattainable to human
nature as it is, But here a significant question
rises in our minds and claims our attention,
However did we reach such a definite concept-
ion of the aim and cbject of religion ? Surely,
it is said, history reveals long, blind wander-
ings of religious thought and worship along
dusky, uncertain paths, littered with wild and
inconsistent and even immoral ideas before
ever such a clear and noble ideal of spiritual
experience became conscious to the life of
man, What genius was it first fired the
imagination of mortals with immortal hope of
real fellowship with God? What man of
insight first discerned the true character and
theunrealized possibilities of humanfriendship
and love? Who was it first laid bare the
huinan heart and had faith to declare that it is
possible for the imperious demands of instinct
and passion, for the waywardness of the
human will, to be subjected to the overruling
of a mighty purpose ? Surely such a one must
prove to be that specialist for whom we have
been so long seeking.

But ere we can be satisfied that our pro-
tracted path of enquiry has brought us to the
feet of a religious genius, we must be assured
that we are not following one who, like
specialists in other spheres of learning, kindles
hopes of satisfaction within us, then reveals to
us a few of the lineaments of truth, and, finally,
with a noble confession of his own finitude,
humbly confesses his inability to conduct us
further. Nor, again, can we rest content unless
we are cerfain that we are not merely disciples
- ot one of several specialists, each of whom
rejects the system of his predecessor, and
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ing. And, for the same reason, it is imprﬁdent
to regard the opinions of the cleverest scien-
tists or the most scholarly historians as final
pronouncements on the fundamentals of
religion. Clearly, the reasonable thing to do
is to consult, on each question, the specialists
in that subject. And so for religious truth it
is but commonsense that we consult the
specialists,or the greatest specialist, in religion,

But here again we must pause. Before
entering upon our search for a specialist in
religion, it is most essential that we should
figure clearly to cur own mind what the sphere
“of religion really is. Any practical application
of the process of enquiry which we have
outlined would have revealed long ago the
indubitable fact that religion is not merely a
matter of study or of inteliectual research, and,
as a corollary, that religious truth does not of
necessity reveal itself to the wise and the
prudent. In addition to those mental qualities
of concentraiion and imagination, of discern-
ment and judgment,
course of study requires, there are certain
conditions of life, of heart and soul, of
character and outlook, which are equally pre-
requisite to any reception of spiritual truth. A
religious system which begins and ends with
the intellect is a dull, dead thing, utterly
different from a living spiritual experience.
‘The one is the body, the other the soul of
religion. For true religion is nothing less than

which every sustained

the satisfaction of the real nature of man in
relation to God, mankind, and to himself; and
man’s personality comprises considerably more
than his intellect, and is life to be satisfied re-
quires what abstract doctrinecan neversupply.

Thus a more penetrating analysis of the
nature and end of religion discloses a
spiritual and moral consciousness in man,
which, despite discouragement from a materia-
listic and seif-seeking world, despite the
subtle temptations of the flesh, and despite the
manifest difficulties in the way of the finite

apprehending. what proves to be infinite,
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it has been generally accepted or rejected.
And the scope of this enquiry is extended
when there are sought not merely the views of
one’s contemporaries, but also the convictions
of bygone generations, where the books of
the past are searched, and the rich fields of

literature and history traversed, But, here °

again, disappointment soon awaits us. It
becomes evident that a docirine is not true
merely because most men believe it, nor do
numbers guarantee veracity—the opinion of
the majority is not necessarily more reliable
than the opinion of the minority.

Is there then no reliable standard? Is
there no place where truth may surely be
found ? May we not rightly search for it in the
stores of learning and wisdom of the past,
amid the treasure-houses of philosophy and
history, of theofogy and science, of travel and
discovery? Surely, if anywhere, truth is to be
discovered here. But, alas, it is soon realized
that those who have travelled furthest in any
field of enquiry are the most conscious of the
limitations of their own knowledge, and are
the most wiiling to confess their inability to
.do more than to suggest the lines along which
future progress will be made ; and—what is
still more disconcerting—there appears to be
no definite consensus of opinion among the
learned themselves as to what Truth is. One
system of thought is superseded b} another ;
one philosophy of history replaces another.
Truth is like an elusive mirage, ever pursued
vet ever receding from the pursuit,

Still, perhaps, we need not despair. With
a little forethought we might aiready have
restricted the scope of our enquiry after a
touchstone of religious truth. For there are
many;who are learned, but they are not all
equally learned in any one subject. Each
department has’its specialists. One would
never think of consulting an archaeologist on
the state of one’s health. Antiquities and
medecine are quite distinct branches of learn.
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truth, But this only mears ‘hat the omuiscience
is ascribed to a chain of human witnesses
instead of to your own facuities, a position
unwarranted by facts, and, when traditions

clash, obvicusly impossihle, Or it may be
asserted that the initial source of the tradition
is the hali-m:uwrk of its veracity. But this
" simply forces back the discussion as to the
relative truth of present systems of belief to a
contrast of the relative value of their original
scurces, and the difference between these still
cails for explanation.

In any case, whether the beliefs them-
selves are scrutinized, or the process of their

transition from generaticn to genevation, or

the origin of their first inception, it becomes
“clear that some standerds are reguired by
which it will be possible to discover what is
true and what is erroneonus, what is fact and
what is fiction, what is sound and what is
superstition. " Asnd surely the first principle or
touchstone of truth is that it mus: be self-
consistent and self-coherent. That is zan
axiom of thought, a sine qua non of tharational
process. Hence a simple :est of any doctrine,
though not a conclusive ore, is whether it
squares with the remainder of oue’s own
experience, If it does_ not, either the new
doctrine is wrong, or one’s own experiznce is in
fault, or both are partially incorrect, QOne
cannot at one and the same time consciously
believe in two mutually contradictory state-
ments, This test of truth zppears to he a
simple and satisfactory on=, and, inasmuch as
it is based on the mere concrete occurrences
of daily life, the accumu’'ated experience of
years, sifted from all that is seen and beard
from day to day, it is theoretically regsrded
by many as an adequate test for praciical
purposes. But, admittedly, one’s own ex-
perience is imperfect and incemplete, and to
men of sounder judgement the need of a surer
method of guaging truth becomes in:perative,

A better method, it may be suggested, is
to be found in contrasting a docirine not
merely with oae’s own experience, but also
with the beliei of others, aand in enquiring
whether or not it agrees with them, and why
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what belief in itself is. How de we come to
believe ia it? Probahly the bes: answer to
these questions is obtainable from a review of
the actual process through which the mind, or,
more accurately, the personality, passes, as it
assimilates one belief after another. From its
first days of apprehension the child is absorb-
ing beliefs about all manner of things which
come wilthin the range of its senses, from what
it is told by its parents, its relatives, and its
friends. The normal child begins »ny believing
all itis told. The ghest story is s living and
vivid a reality to its mind as the fact of its food
or its toys, Yet few would try to maintain
that the mass of belief thus received by the
child is wholly, oreven largely, true. Before
many ye:rrs have passead, the child discovers
that its own best friend has acquired i quite
different store of doctrine from its parents and
associates, and the painful process now begius
of having to choose beiween the 1.ew and the
old, betwuen what it now hears for the first time
and what it has always been reared to believe,

A curious, but natural, tendency now
manifests itself of disliking iuntensely the one
who ventures to cast a shadow of doubt or of
question over the sacred world of his early
thoughts. To grant the possibility of -error
seems to imply weakness, fo admi a mistake
is regarded as an act of humiliatio1. And yet,

- stupid though this attitude is, it r:mains with
us all our lives,in some people more pronounced
than in others, From it springs tie spirit of
intolerance, the mother of a muzzled press and
of religions persecution., From ii comes the
subtle sataonic suggestion to crush the
keterodox by any and every means. From it
issue religious wars. :

It requires a broad mind, 2 h:.mble heart,
a teacha’.le spirit to face impsrtially and
without prejudice the possibility, nay even the
probability, that not your opponent but you
yourself are in error. Yet. any other attitude
implies omniscience, unless one of two other
pasitions be adopted. It may be maintained
that the ralition which has haaded down

your system of belief is its own guarantée of
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earnestness of faith of any two men who are
prepared to submit their doctrines to a frank
and free discussion., And, further, since itis
impossible that two mutually contradictory
statements of belief ean be at the same time
and in every respect true, it follows that if
every ohe persists in clinging tenaciously and
unintelligenily to his own faith, in fear of being
obliged to remodel his whole cutlook on life, if
he submits it to investigation, there can be no
hope of progress in the world either spiritually,
or, consequently, worally. Such opinionated-
ness fosters error, and perpetuates unnecessary
differences of belief.

And an attitude which is thus shown by
Reason te be unjustifiable is proved by an
analysis of helief itself, in its nature and history,
to be exceedingly common., But, before we
‘pass to this analyeis, there is one observation
we must make, and that is that very often,
lurking behind the loudest declarations of
orthodoxy, is a secret doubt as to the truthful-
ness and certainty of this system of orthodoxy
itself, a doubt which has been engendered
elther by contact with men of other faiths, or
by the pursuance of a course of scientific or
historical research. Simple faith has slipped
away, and courage, it seems, can ouly be
recovered by publicly bolstering up what is
half disbelieved. And, further, in many cases
sheer rebellion against the icksomeness and
restraint of the voice of consrcience produces
a'similar, though veally different, attitule of
uncertainty regarding one’s inherited faith,
——in such cases, the outward confession of

faith is denied not by the inner demands of .

reason, but by the subtle whispers of temp-
tation, and irconsistency of outward action.
Thus, with many people—we might almost say
at somz period in the course of the life of
almost very one—there is a phase of religious
uncertainty where an outward declaraticn of
belief is not sustained either by sinceriry of
belief or bv a real desire for its truth to be
proved. Cold reason and hot passion equally
dxssolve the substance of accepted doctrine.

And this very parenthesis on the actual
mentality of many a student to- day forces us
‘back frpm_ another angle to a consideration of
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YOUNG MEN'S PROBLEMS.
RELIGIOUS BELIEF.

S. A. MORRISON.
M. A. OXFORD.

It has freguently been stated that there
are two subjects, about which it has been
proved impossible for men to argue without
their losing both their temper and their self-
control, and these subjects are said to be
religion and politics. And the reasons for this
sensitiveness of spirit, which characterises a
political or religious discussion, are not, we
consider, far to seek. Both spheres tonch too
intimately the inner life and thought of the
individual, to allow of his admitting the
possibility that his beliefs may be erroneous,
and therefdre he resents any discussion regard-
ing them, But thereis a second reason obtaining
in the realm of religion, at any rate, which,
though certainly less ereditable, is perhaps more
powerful, namely that men have so frequently
accepted without due consideration the opinions
of their predecessors or of their associates, that
they draw back in apprehension from exposing
tneir doctrines either to the sharp attacks of
the huinan reason or to the touchstone of the
moral conscience, and so they endeavour to
hide their uneasiness behind a pyrotechnic
display of orthodoxy or a blatant confession
of faith.

And yet a little sustained thought soon
- discloses the manifest unreasonableness, in fact
the folly of such an attitude, for, in the first
place, sincerity of belief is both modest and
humble, and needs no vulgar dress of loud
expréssion to make its presence known : and,
secondly, inasmuch as a sincere thinker fears
not the closest and most searching examination
into the rationale of his convictions, no
aspersions need be cast on the sincerity and
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