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from design,-the great, old "teleo­
proof" for the Existence of God. You 

of El-Azhar know how great a part 
nt plays in the old Mohammedan 

of ka/alll: and in all the western 
it used to p lay the ch iefest pa r t. 

argument from the Ol'der visib le in 
to one who orders; from the e\ddences 

laUL,""Vn and design to the Designer. 
( they said) is a more wonderful 

instrumen t than the microscope. But 
would stay that the microscope came 

'Xis tene,e without a designer or a maker. 
the eye has One too, God. Q E.D." 
in the evolutionist and showed that 

th e wonderful order and arrangement 
pebbles on a gravel beac h (for example) 

explained by a single .imple law, 
and just as 01 her marvellously s)'m­
atTangcmcnts, crystals for exampJc, 

similarly explai·ned, so in the organic 
each separate insta nce of adaptation can 

ained by a single principle. viz. ac­
variation, plus natural selection, plus 

of the fittest. I nstead of argui·ng 
how well adaptecl that valley is for 

off that lVater by means of that river! 
a Designer designed that valley I 

akbar !", the evolutionist said, "O/cOl"1'se . 
'''-.''''I''CU, considering lhe river 'itself 

made its own valley, through natural 
in obedience to the simple law of 
l) And so each separate instance of 
ion was explained away, and it seemed 

the old argument for the ex istence of God 
design was destroyed. But then me n 

more deeply, and pursued the subject 
back and lo! the old argument from 

(To ... .an.l"ded). 
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mal1ager, a controller, accessible to prayer, 

a1:>le and willing to help." And of himself he 
says, "I believe that the Divine 'Nature is 

specially revealed to man through Jesus Christ 

who lived, taullht and suffered in Palestine 1900 
. years ago, ,. and has since been worshipped as 

the immortal Son of God, the Saviour of the 

worIEr'. And even the unbelieving among the 

scienti~ts, Iovhen they think clearly, know that 

science does not and cann6t displ'o've religion . , 
. merell' fails to prove it : - Hnxley and Spencer 

are instances of this mode of thought, which 

they called 'Agnosticism'. . They refused to 

believe anything that cannot be 8cientifical/y 

proved. Bnt this is a mistake. S¢ientific proof 

should only be demanded in the case of the 

sllbject'matter with which Science deals, name· 

ly matter and its relations) its dim-ensions, and 

its forces, - all that can he expressed in terms 

of number,and therefore treated Imathemati. 

cally. But is all life made up of such things 

and them alone? Are not the mind and the 
-~ffections just as much facts as matter and 

force? But these cannot be scientifically 

weighed and measured,l nor mathematically 

treated, deduced or proved,' and so the facts 

tllat beItmg to this plane of being demand 

quite a different kind of proof: the experi. 

ment of faith. I will say more about this 

latter on. 

Before leaving this part of my subject I 
would like to say something to the many in 

this country who:vaguely talk of "Darwinism" 

and think that if true it has definitely fixed the 
universe as godless. You ought to know, first, 

that Darwinism and evolution are not the same 
things. The former is only one theory to ex· 

plain or account for the latter, and it is today 
a mUGh"critisised theory. Secondly, evolution 

is by no means necessarily an irreHgious 

theory. 

The reaSon ~vol\ltion was thought irreligious 

is that it at first seemed to have destroyed the j . - • , . • 
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1 not say any thing more about this 

doubt, as it may not eve n exist in 

: but I want to point Ollt the im portance 
I, the importance of duty, in the 

and that there mal' be more connection 

faith and obed ience tei duty than we 

The commonest form of thoughtful 

in this city of Cai ro (other than that 
. born of sin, frivolity, or selfishness), 

LIP in the word Materialism, or (qS 

four calls it) Natura li sm. Our mod ern 

ch iefly on its scientific side, tends 

this: and I know for a fact that in 
men!). Offices and the scientific 

Colleg es many a confirmed materi alist, 

a com plete agnostic, is found. Such 

that calise and effect account for (1 11 

; th at they render impossib le all actioll 

; that physical substan ce and its 

all in a ll. And fo r them "DarlV in­

considered proved, an d the conclusive 

1 am speaking to sneh men; - not 

who, because their ideals and desires 

material, find Ihis philosophy a very con· 

But to the really thoughtful and 
say. that the t stimony of the n 

natural philosophers is very strong 

materialism. Are there any names to 

ct alone surpass: the foHowing names, 

Descartes, •. ewton, Faraday, Kelvin? 

one of these was a convinced believ­
God, and also in lIis revelation in Christ. 

tOday how m3ny of tile greatest scientists 

evers! Sir Oli,·.r Lodge, himself in the 

r Ilk, says, "The tendency of science is 
In an irreligiou direction at t!:le present 

; but tile realisation of the unity of the 

scheme t~nd to /ull'" We are begin­
realise that the whole scheme 

an org-ani er, a 
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loss of happiness and is injurious to the in­

tellect and the moral Character". It was by 

tbis atrophy that he became incapable of 
religious faith. He did not assert that his 

system had killed religion. But he had made 

himself incapable of a religious experience. 

Darwin himself knew well that there was 
a power in religion which could not be found 

elsewhere. During his tra"e\s he met tbe 

savages of Pata~onia (in the South of S. Am­

erica), and characterised them as altogether 

hopeless, hardly human. Later on he found 

that throngh the- preaching of Christ's gospel 

these s,\vages had become rational, Christian 

men and women. He expressed himself as 

utterly astounded, and continued to subscribe 

to the S. Ameriqn Missionary Society until 
his deatb. 

2. Intellectual doubt, when Once it starts, 

sometimes invades tbe whole man, and the 

doubter douhts all things; - the diffe~ence 

between right and wrong; the validity of all 

convictions ; the reasonableness of the world, 
and the worth of life itself. Ghazzali passed 
through this phas_e, as we see in his IIDe_ 

liverer". Another classical example (but 
from fiction) is the character in Kingsley's 

Egyptian novel "HypatiaU
, who was .reduced 

to such an absolute depth of scepticism that he 

was on the point oJ tl1adness or suicide. Ghaz­
zali was saved from this black gulf by what 
he felt to be the direct act of God; Kingsley's 

doubter, by the necessity of his "erforming a 
simple act of bllrnanity, - the simple duty of 

the momeut: - his dog was hungry and he 

had to feed it. That action saved his reasol1' 
It gave a solid something in the hideous void; 
3!!d it proved rhe turning-point. for it taught 

him that at least something in the Universe 
was real, - ~nd gradually be saw that the 

rea.lity of the Universe itself was involve~, 
then its rationality,and, fin all)" (hat behind 
that Universe was a Living God. 

~ J:~-,lI) )'<2.11) yo::JI 0~, .. (1)'i1 

~ . .5.;; JI}I <.5> ~I-, ' J...lI if 0')\;)1 

~ <.5> J~-,Unyal1 JJ~ JS ~..,;,~ . ~ 
'j> . ..;:w..1 if (J"~.I-,~I L~;':" ~ ' .... 'll 
U"'l:. ~ ..:::,6 o>l.:J..::,...) b6J~-,J~ 

• ..LA JI..w 0l; . Ct .. ,,1 JS. f C! J...:JI •• 1j 
« ..... >)/1." ;J.;.I1J)\;.1 I;Jj>l.~ yl:';' ~).:. -' - - C - L 

J-,-:Al .;.) ft. l,$ ..... i l..i .. ~ )r':' ~J 
.;:..\11 ~l.i ..Ii ;.:..I • .;i 0\ '-=:II JA.. r tfr"JJI 

.~..\II)~ ~I J;:l.-,i5 fi.. 
~ l..>l~1 ~ t 0-,; .):..\11 ~ 0~ w; 0J)~ ';' 

K!) '-:-'y'-~)~-,:-\j\ sii:';)\» ~ jl 
~sj)t~if~1." c.J..I:.o.Jft.~J 
";:)\J.:I ..jl.a,. ~ e:J1 [!JI ctI)1 lSI) 01 

~I)IJ 0..\11 d.; c:-1.I J::,L t~.i ~ 
K!) ""'-,:f ~L)I ,-:J:. 0".41 ~ W 

,<i)" tS> JU\ 

• 

""== 
,,'I . I - - " ,. 'I ~ ~'I .' '1 -~~ t.) -.> f-' '-fA'" 'f'-' ~ ""7 S-

.l,.:} _l('j":,,.;)1 ~~~':'Li\~J: 

- ~~ ~~ .i_ ~'. ~ .:,,.~ ; .... J ....... '"' "::"J .; _ ." -." .. 

- "- ( 1.\ -'. '. ) - • ": J) .... \k: ;~ O';j .... ~ .:.;~ 0;),1>-- .:t ..... 

• ~; ~..:J - .~..i:1 '-...:5 ....AI. 
---- \",.)' ~ '-? '-?.J' .; 

,-.,11- <'-.<: ,/_ -I ' . 
. )~ J ~.;~ ~J..-' iJ. . .:'J'::l ~ 4..-J I. ., 

~1)11.h;J~O; 
'-

electronic file created by cafis.org



it not, athei!its. They do not, as a 

fact, bebeve in a living God, - at 

a cOllventional system in wllich figures 

~nHUU'"' deity. David says "The foo l 

/- the inference is not, I think, that 

a mere hypocrite, saying one thing, 

Iy meaning another. The athe­

whom we meet in the streets every 

perhaps are well represented here 

have a deeper atheism. They art. 
They believe that they believe. 

hearts,H-then::, in the profoundest 

their being, where the mind is sub· 

rather than conscious, where are 

springs of action which accurately 

th e rea l convi ctions of a l~laTl, their 

is saying "There is no God! there is no 

)ppress, injure, lie, steal, defame ! I can 

th impunity. This life is all! This 

To doubt is better than to 
with the belief of tbese believers. 

II. 

distinguish, then, doubts that are 

caused, from doubts which spring 

failure. In this section let us con­
II's~J.ves to the former. 

The first thing to notice is that doubt 
from pure atropby of the spiritual 

man's being. It is possible to starve 
organs of the sou l and to destroy thei r 

·ng . • This is wbat Charles Darwin on 
confession did. He said, H[t may truly 

that I am like a man who has become 

blind ... Up to the age of tbirty, poetry 
pleasure, a lso pictures and music. Now 

OSpe,.re nauseates me and I hdve lost all 

fOr pictures and music. My mind has 

a machine for grinding laws out of 

Part of m~ brain is now atrophied. 

to do it over again, I would read poetry 

a week. A loss of th~se tastes is a 
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,r' , 

heJp ih~m if he neither knows what these 

doubts are, nor how they can be met and 

overcome? From both points of view th erefore 

I 'Claim to be free of blame in giving this 

address publicly in Cairo, for doubt does exist, 
and 0-11 a large scale, among the educated­

YOllth of Cain), especially those of tbe 8cien/Ji3 

cjeparlmen!s; and it affects Mohammedalls 

and Christi-ans alike. It is no use .hutting 

Ollr eyes to thi. fact. I know it to be true, and 

I am thereby justified in speaking. Bllt if any 

one feels that from no point of view is be 

among "the pea pI,," of this subjEct, then he 

was under no compulsion to come, ~nd he is 

under no compulsion to stay . 

1 

Doubt, as 1 said, is not always a bad tbing 

fOr it does not always spring from frivolity, or 

laziness, or worldliness; and, where properly 
treated, it may lead to the strongest and most 

mature faitb. It was doubting Tbomas wbo 

arrived at the highest faitb of all, and ex· 

pressed it by tbe most arresting confession of 

all. Such a doubter may doubt in the auguish 

of his soul. He may douht just because he is 

honest" just because h.e is earnest, just because 
be is alive: and his failh, when be wins it, 

will be a richer and more valuable thing. To 

such, and only to such, oue's message is .IHope 
on 1". To others it may be "Be not self-de­

geived1". It was about such doubt (and only 

such) that tbe English poet Tennyson sang, 

TbeJe lives mo~·e faith in honest doubt, 
Believe llle, than in -hal f the cr~eds. 

He meant that the doubt of sucb all one 

sprin,gs froril a heart which is the natural home 

of faitb, whereas the so-calledfaith of the 

hard , worldly traditional religionist may con­

eeal an unconscious atheism. 

This may seem a bard saying hut itls Irue. 

,Men who profess th",ir traditional creed and 

cRrry out its prescribed ri~esJ .and a.t the sa ... me 

time oppress, maliciously-injure, I,ie. anu c11eat, 
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RIENT AND OCCIDENT 
:XVII. 1st· January 1921. No. I. 

delivered in the Printania Theatre. Cairo, 
2IstOctobef, by Canon \V. H . T. GAIRDNKR. 

is the sha]dng or questioning of 

an age of doubt, for in our 
t has assailed politic~!l, social, eco­

and ethical convictions;- therefore 

convictions could not possibly be 

to escape. Now much of this modern 
doubt is wort)Jy of sincere sympathy 

(though not all of it, as [ shall 
for in the ordinary course of modern 

boys a nd men are exposed to con­
which are bound to lead to ques­

It is worth while trying to help 

i said, traditional faith is like a 
glass; if it is once broken you cannot 

it to its origina l forl11 : - Ihe materials 

melted and ?'e-ma.de. , BLlt very likely 

will be a stronger and more valuable 

is obvious thereCore Ihat Ihis address is 

those who need it,-or as Ihe Arabic 

has it. Cor it. own People. Happy Ihe 

Who, because his Cailh has been Cram 

years not mere/II traditional, but a 
reality, grows up to manhood without 
doubted. For him the pane oC glass 

been broken. \Vhy break it then I 
Idd ... , like this is thereCore not for him , 

To quote AI Ghazzali again. it is 
from olher than its own People." 

Yet indirectly he might well bendit Cram 

,C hiS Cellow-croatures are not so Cortu-

he, if they hare doubts, ho,v can he 
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of these powers. A visit to any large city 
of $.-E. Europe. on a missionary purpose, 
will bring you up against them, and abund­
antly convince you of their existence. St. Paul 
knew about them too, and, since him, every 
soldier of Christ worthy of that name. My 
own experience is that every city of Eastern 
Europe is a citadel of the enemy, and that his 
sway over that part of the continent is well 
and firmly established. Nor does he intend to 
lose one inch of his territory without using 
all means at his disposal in desperate 
defence. 

The rule of darkness in S.-E. Europe is 
characterised by the substitution of super­
stition for faith, of bigotry for an open Bible, 
of outward ceremonial for a spiritual religion, 
of ignorance for the knowledge of God. The 
religion of the vast masses of S.-E. Europe 
is a gilded paganism. Certain practices (e.g. 
the writing up of curious mystic signs o~ 
the doorpost to Keep out evil spirits) remind 
you of animism or fetishism, and indeed 
the whole reign of superstition over these 
lands is nothing but the survival of Euro­
pean heathenism, over which a thin and very 
transparent coating of "Christianity" has 
been spread. Although the Church possesses, 
in theory, the knowledge of Christ, it does 
nothing to convey it to the people. As a 
friend of mine once remarked, the precious 
treasure has been buried under a great heap 
of rubbish, and it is this rubbish that the 
people see. Rare is the soul whose eye catches 
a glimmer of the true gold and precious 
stones underneath. These churches are the 
Church of Christ, but the Church of Christ 
laid in the tomb of dead formalism, and 
bound aboht with the napkins of superstition 
and error. And the guilt of these churches, 
lies therein, that instead of extirpating su­
perstition as contrary to Ihe Truth of the 
Gospel, they have exploited it for their own 
purposes, and at last become its slaves. T,he 
plain fact is that the overwhelming majority 
of the population of S.-E. Europe have never 
heard the Gospel of personal .alvation and 
regeneration through Jesus Christ. 

This one fact alone is sufficient, in itself, 
to constitute an urgent and insistent call for 
the evangelisation of S.-E. Europe in this day 
of its visita tion. 
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0\1. 

a field oCcontinual warfare, fought not with 
guns and bayonets but with words, feel­
ings, the press, pamphlets, books, political 
parties, industries, societies, athletic clubs, 
schools, universities, and even churches. In 
fact everything tha(should go to make friends, 
went to make enemies there. Even the 
Christian Church, proclaiming the love of 
Christ On one hand, was on the other lend­
ing itself as an instrument for the fostering 
of strife. The state of S.-E. Europe is, to 
put it mildly, a caricature of what the relat­
ions of neighbour to neighbour should be, 
an open denial of the elementary principles 
of love and justice. Even in private life 
every man's hand seemed to be against his 
brother. Selfishness, self-interest, and material 
advantage, were the guiding motives of 
life. No man really trusted his neighbour, 
nor believed in the sincerity of another. 
Nothing is more destructive than hate. Can it 
therefore be wondered at that no constrl!ctive 
work could be done and that every moral 
and spiritual effort was condemned by reason 
of this pernicious virus? Unrighteousness 
·breeds hate, and hate breeds unrighteousness. 
In this vicious circle has the sad story of 
the nations of S.-E. Europe been running 
these long years. Who will make an end 
of it ? 

3· The first cause of the decay of S.-E. 
Europe js moral, the second is social, the 
third and essential cause is spiritual. The 
immoral state robbed these nations of the 
BIBLE - i.e., the fountain-head of spiritual 
religion, of moral life, and of social right­
eousness. Where there is no light men 
walk in darkness, and our understanding is 
no substitute for the light. Where the fear 
of God is wanting, mell have done the most 
insane things on the ground of their learning 
and understanding. There is no knowledge 
apart from God and no righteousness apart 
from His Word. This is no dogma, but i. 
openly demonstra ted by the history of the 
nations, and not in the least measure through 
the late War. When the Bible was taken 
from S.-E. Europe the light and salt were 
removed, leaving the powers-.af darkness and 
th~ germ of decay free course. Ever since 
these lands have beenunde~ the dominion 
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it impossible for them to believe in the good 

faith of one another. Under such circnm-
/ 

stances, can it be wondered at if nnright-

eousness and sin prevailed? Sap the moral­

fibre out of any man and nation and you 

make him an easy prey of all germs of 

disease and decay. Thanks to the grace of 

God, there was some light and salt left to 

hinder the process of decomposition from 

ending in death, as in the case of old 

Greece and Rome. 

2. A lack of truth destroys the moral 

personality; a lack of love destroys social 
life. This is tpe second great cause of degen­

eration in the countries under consideration 

Life is composed of relations, and, if the 
source of life is poisoned, its relationships 

will soon be affected. The destruction of 
pure religion in S.-E. Europe had, as its most 

evident outward result, the disintegration of 
social and international intercourse, through 

the ferment of sllspic.ion, jealolIsy, and hate. 

The national units composing S:-E. Europe 
are relatively so small and geographically 

so intermixed that they cannot isolate them­

selves definitely without prejudicing one 
another. This statement is made in no political 

sense whatever. It is simply a fact of obser­
vation that these nations are mutually depen­

dent on one another for their natural products, 
their industries, their scientific institutions, 

and their general welfare. None is com­
plete or self·sufficient in itself. The fact 
of political independence, which is a great 
blessing to them all, if rightly used, does 

not invalidate the- above-stated law. The 

secret breeding of suspicion and hate have 

succeeded in making of these nations, which 

should have been a society of friends, a den 

of wild animals. That is the" dominant im­

pression of S.-E. Europe every serious obser~er 

took back with him before th'e War. It was 
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door to all vile instincts and moral degrad­
ation. You breed untruthfulness, cunning, 

insincerity, double-tonguedness, hypocrisy, 
flattery before your face, and backbiting, 
slander, jealousy, and hate behind yonr back. 

The moral and spiritnal degeneration of the 
peoples of S. E. Europe is, according to their 
own testimony, to be traced back to the 
Counter-Reformation and to the. rule of the 

Turks. If we inquire how these causes ha ve 
worked out in practice, we find three main 

factors of moral decay and social dissocia­

tion .. 

I. The code of morals. The extermin­
ation of the Reformed faith had as its worst 

result the disappearance of reformed conduct 
and morality. The Counter-Reformation was 
ai, act of spiritual murder and broke the 

moral backbone of many nations. Tlte code 
of morals, which 'was now infused like a 
poison into the blood of the successive gen­

erations, has done more than anything el&e 
to deaden man's moral sense, to undermine 
his spiritual nature, and counteract those 

forces of truth and love that work for national 
righteousness and for the Kingdom of God. 
The state of moral and spiritual atrophy, in 
which S.-E. Europe has been languishing 

these 300 years, is first of all due to the 
infusion of this opiate. A boy was brought 

up, not to speak the truth, but to make a 

statement calculated to please his questioner, 

and, above all, to reach his end. Thus you 

could rarely trust the word of a former state­
official. He would be most polite and amiable, 
entertain you as if you were his best friend, 
but he would never tell you his mind or 

give· you a definite answer regarding the 
purpose of your visit. This net of falsehood 

kept everything in its entanglement. There 
was no part of public and private life, and no 
class of society, that was not penetrated by 
this evil, which gradually distorted the whole 
!!lind aJld conscience of the people, making 
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THE PRESENT SITUATION 
IN S.-E. EUROPE. * 

A glance at an ethnographic or language 

map will show that S.-E. Europe is a compos­

ite structure of twelve different nationalities 
extending from Bohemia south-eastwards to 
Constantinople. There are twelve or more 
languages spoken, and it is the area of 

junction of the four races and five religious 
systems of Europe. 

This racial and~ religious di versity results 

in making S.-E. Europe a field of unceasing 
stress and strain. Moreover, it forms the 
natural highway between east and' west, 

and is the meeting-place of these two civil­

isations. Along this road the great migrations 
have passed, the Crusaders travelled, the 
Turks invaded Europe. Here also the Refor­

mation had one of its greatest victories and 
its greatest defeat. This reign of darkness, 

extending from the triumph of the Counter­

Reformation to the end of the Great War, 
was the spiritual atmosphere of the end of 
S.-E. Europe during 300 years. While Rome 
ruled in the north, the south was subjected 
to the sway of the Turks, who conquered 
the Balkans and Hungary after the fall of 
Constantinople; and between the two evils 
it would be difficult to choose. Let us briefly 

consider the results of these three centuries 
of tyranny on the character and spirit of 
the people. 

The Causes of Moral and Spiritual Decay. 

Slavery always breeds degeneration. Rob 

a man of his human dignity, force him to 
crouch before you in servile but unwilling 

obeisance, oblige him to pretend to believe 
wIlat he does not believe, and you open the 

* An extract from a leaflet by _E. Phildins. M. A. Edin. 

( Geneva) former agent of the World's Stude:q.t Chri",tian 

Feder~tion. 
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by personal and practical ethical experiment. 

We say "Come and see." To the man who 

wants a guide, in and to the Unseen, He will 

prove a worthy guide. To the sinner, in an­

guish, He. will prove a Saviour. Get the Book 

which is the written record of Him, consort 

with the men who are the unwritten records of 

Him; read both, and begin as a Disciple: no 

need to profess more than this if you have 110t 

attained to more. Take the first step; do the 

first duty to hand; obey the first conviction; 

embrace the first approved teachini( ;-and the 

rest will follow. Growth will come with use. 

Disuse leads to atrophy and paralysis. Use 

leads to full growth. "Unto him that hath (i.e. 

that useth), shall be given; and from him that 

hath not (Le. useth not), shall be taken even 

that he hath." Christ said, "I am the Way; the 

Truth; and the Life." We show you The Way 

-enter on it. It will lead you to The Truth. 

And, both during the journey and at its happy 

end, you will be living The Life. 

Plato said that his reason was like a pre: 

carious raft in a stormy sea. God has, spoken 

a Word, who is the strong: buoyant life·boat. 

Commit yourself to it, knowing that He who 

sent it has the power whereby it shall bring 

you to the haven where you would be,-the 

haven of God, of Knowledge, of Peace, of 

Eternal Life. 
W.H.T.G. 
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CHRIST." Now this is not immediately de· 
monstrative proof. Unseen things, as I showed, 
cannot be proved by the scientific metl)ods 
of the laboratory (»; nor even by the 
mathematical method" of deduction) from 
general axioms, (though Spinoza and the 
Arabic theologians tried to do so): these will 
at most land you with an intellectual conviction 
that there is a neuter First Cause or Principle, 
and we tcant more, far more, than that. Reason, 
can help a little, but unless God has spoken, 
we can never come to know Him and enjoy 
Him for ever:- even so Plato speaks of the 
human understanding as a raft which is all 
a rna n has to carry him over the dark stormy 
sea of doubt and uncertainty, "not without 
risk, I admit, unless a man can find some Word 
of God which will more surely and safely 
carry him." Ah! to Plato that Word had not 
been spoken, but to us it has been spoken! 
Who is He who in the Koran is called THE 
WORD? In the Koran itself The Word of 
God; in the Gospel, The Word made Flesh? 
It is Jesus Christ! He is the life·boat which 
Plato desired should replace his raft. And the 
secret of faith and certainty is Experiment, the 
scientific method after all: Here is the great 
Hypothesis which is to explain the Divine and 
Spiritual System, just as the Copernican ex­
plained the Solar. Te.t it hy experience. 
Millions have done S0, and it has been verified 
by these million tests. But the hypothesis must 
first be tested so that the truth shall he known: 
and the first prog ress of the experiment may 
be slow. BeOme and see.'\ that is "Try Him," 
-is any other sort of proof possible? "If anY 
man wills to do My will, He shall know of the 
doctrine." 'WUZ to do', first; 'know', second· 
When we have tried Christ we shan find Him 
trustworthy. When we have found Him trust· 
worthy we shall know His doctrine, and it 
sh all be ours. 

For faith is not assent to a mass of state. 
ments, but the passionate attachment of the 
whole man to One worthy of that attachment. 
Well, then w" have tried Christ and found Him 
trustworthy. We offer you this Hypothesis, 
hut it is for YOll to turn Hypothesis into Proof 

(1) "We can no more find God with our reason alone 
than we can find the !Scent of a rose with our fingers. It 
is not the faculty concerned" (liartinean). 
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You may be surprised to hear that self-praise 
and ambition lead to atheism. But is not the 
man who is feeding on self-praise really 
denying God? Reflect on that profound word 
of Jesus Christ's "How can ye believe. who 
receive honour one from another, but seek not 
the honour that cometh from God only I" There 
is a volume of meaning in that word. And 
similarly selfishness is the virtual denial of 

. God. Where there is worship of self, the 
worship of God is denied. A gain, laziness 
and slackness lead to the relaxation of the 
fibres of the soul. Doubts begin,-for the 
simple reason that faith demands a condition 
of life that is unpleasant to the lazy man. 
He yields to these convenient doubts, and then 
thinks they are intellectual in their origin. 
Similarly the worldly schemer finds atheism a 
convenient creed,-his view of life virtually 
excludes God. He wills a godless world and so 
to him it is godless. And, finally, the sen­
sualist, the man of impurity:- read the Confes­
sions of Augustine and See how his early 
doubts were born of lust i-how, as soon as he 
began to fight down lust, faith could hold up 
her head. Hear the deathless word of Jesus 
Christ, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall seeGod"-meaning that to the impure God 
is blotted out. "He ga ve them their heart's lust, 
and sent leanness withal into their souls." Oh 
truest, terriblest word! Augustine experienced 
its truth; Byron dreadfully experienced it; 
and Burns re-expressed it unforgettably wben 
he said of sensuality that, after its momentary 
pleasure, 

"It hardens all within 
And petrifies the feeling" 

-how much more, then, petrifies the capacity 
to feel God, to discern God, to know God? Ah, 
it is the sad experience of everyone of us,that, 
after the sin, God seems banished, distant, 
hidden. And so, to the habitual sinner, God 
seems not only hidden, but dead! But it is he 
who is dead. His heart is dead and stone-cold, 
beyond feeling, beyond faith. 

Yes, most doubt is simply the reflexion of 
moral failure. Reflect, 0 Cairo youth! 

IV. 

And so, to all doubtful, dissatisfied,overcome 
souls, we say: "We, have a solution: it fs 
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RELIGIOUS DOUBT. (Conid.) 

How then was the old "argument from de­
signH restored after its apparent eclipse in the 
early days of Darwini.m? The thoughtful 
ones reasoned thus:- "Even granted that 
each separate instance can be explained away, 
what shall we say of the total series taken 
together? What shall we think of "simple 
laws or principles" which thus evolved an 
order and not a chaos? And most of all, what 
are we to think of the primary stuff of the 
universe which had latent within itself this. 
organised world, and which unfolded that 

. order in due course, so unhurriedly and 
so infallibly? To think that all that is 
'accidental' is ridiculous. To doubt that 
behind it all, within it all, is Mind, in short 
GOD, is impossible." And so the old ar­
gument from design was destroyed only to be 
re-born in a stronger form than ever. 

Some day I would like to return to this 
subject in more detail, but I must pass on. 
Remember then Bacon's words: "A little 
natural philosophy, and the first entrance into 
it, doth dispose the opinion to atheism. But 
on the other side, much natural philosophy and 
deep wading into it will bring about men's 
minds to religion.'! 

III. 

Many a man has doubts which he thinks are 
intellectual, but which are really the result of 
various forms of moral failure. I will tell you 
the chid forms of moral failure that lead to 
doubt. Think of them one by one and you 
will agree with me : 

laziness, 

~onceit and self·praise, 

selfishness, 

worldliness and ambition, 

impurity. 
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Ilim. The man raises Ilis head from the water 
and sees the rope. He says, "I believe that is 
a !rood rope," and then he-sinks again. Once 

more he comes up and says, I believe if I take 
hold of that rope it will save me," and he goes 

down again. He believes all about the rope, 
but be is nO nearer being saved. How long Can 

h& go on believing about the rope? Till he 

drowns. It will never save him. If h. wants 
to be saved he must believe in it. He must put 
out his hand and take hold of it and then he 

will be saved. Believing about Jesus Christ 
will never save you. You must believe in Him. 

You must surrender yourself to Him and trust 

Him. It i. not sufficient to think that you were 
born a Christian and have been a Christian all 
your life. That wont s~ve yon. It is not suffi· 
cient to say that you belong to the church, or 

that you have the mark of a Christian on your 
hand. That wont save you. Theremust be a 

definite personal surrender of yourself to Jesus 
Christ. But here is a man who says, J1Prove it 
to me." In the present day we want proof for 
everything. At least we think we do. We do 

not realise that every day we take many things 
on faith only. But to such a man I would say, 
"There is no proof except experience." A man 
comes into my consulting room. He is ill. He 

tells me of his aches and pains. I exami ne him. 
Then I say to him, IIHere is a medicine, take 
this and you will be better." But he says, 
"Prove it to me." J say, IlThe only proof is "for 

you to take the medicine. I can't prove it to 
you. I can tell you it has cured others sick like 

yourself and therefore it will clll'e you." But he 
says, "1 shall not take the medicine until YOIl 

prove to me that it will cure me." I say, "Then 

you will never be cured." I cannot prove to you 
that the Lord Jesus Christ can save you from 
sin. I can only tell you He has saved others. 
He has saved me. The proof is in your expe. 
rience. That is His work. He is a Saviour. 
Will you let Him save Y." ? 

i. 
! 
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native triltes worship idols. They pray to them 

and bow down before them. They put their 

trust in them. But the idols cannot save them. 

They are not living. They are only wood 

and stone and have no power to save. In India 

there are many people who are Buddhists. 

They worship Buddha. But Buddha cannot 

save them for he is not living. In China there are 

many Confucianists. They worship Confucius. 

They say Confucius was a very good and 

holy man and they try and copy him in their 

lives. But he lived centuries ago and now he 

is dead. He cannot save them. The Saviour 

must be living. Then also he must be willing. It 

is no good having the big strong man come to 

the top of the pit and look down on the man 
in thelnud and go his way because he is not 
willing to save him. Now who fulfils these 
conditions? I only know of One who. I 

believe. fulfils the conditions. If yon know of 
a better saviour then let him save you. But if 
you don't know of anyone to save you, and 
you have realised that yon cannot save your­
self. then let me tell you of the Saviour! know. 
I believe that Jesus Christ fulfils the conditions. 

First He is able. We read of his life. how He 

could heal the sick with a single word. how he 
could say to evil spirits, "Come Qut," an~ they 
obeyed Him. Certainly He is able. Then He 
is living. All the religions and all the autho-

. rities about Jesus Christ acknowledge that He 
is living. And we know He is willing for He 
came to the world to save sinners. That is His 

work. He is a Saviour. Will you let Him 
save you? But you say. "What do you mean? 
How can Jesus Christ save me from sin? It is 
by Faith. You must believe in Him. It is not 
sufficient to believe about Him. There is a 
great difference between helieving in and 
believing about. Here is a big steamer on the. 
sea and suddenly a man falls overboard. He 

cannot swim. He is drowning. But someone 
on the boat throws him a rope. It falls near 
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and say it did not matter. You would not play 

with a mad dog; you would keep far a way 

from it. You cannot play with fire without 

burning your fingers. There is a story of a 

mall who wished to engage a new driver for 

his carriage. :\lany applicants came and he 

said to the first one, "Here is a road with a 

precipice on one side of it. How close {o the 

edge of the precipice could you drive with 

safety?" He replied, "1 could drive within· one 

metre of the edge. He asked the next, "And 

how close could you drive? " He said, "I could 

drive safely at twenty centimetres from the 

edge." !Again he asked another, "How close to 

the edge of the precipice would you drive 1" 
He replied, "Please Sir, I should keep as far 

away from it as I could." He replied, "You are 

the man for me," Don't see how near you can 

go to temptation but how far away fro.m it you 
can keep. 

But all our watching and guarding will not 

save us. We are tempted young mell. Life is 

a big battle. Are you winning or losing? 

Perhaps in the eyes of the world you are win· 

ning. Perhaps even your Own people and your 

friends think you are getting on well. But in 

your own heart are you winning or losing? 

We want saving. We cannot save ou rr 

selves. No man can lift himself by his own 
power. No man can save himself. It is not 

sufficient if I see a man down in a pit, in the 

mud, to tell him not to sink in the mud. It is 

no good to tell him to get out of it. He cannot. 

I mnst pull him out. .And if I cannot, then 

I mus.t get some big strong man to come 

and pull him out. We all need someone 
to save uS,-a Saviour. I think there are three 
conditions that the Saviour must fulfil. He 

must be able. He must be living. He must be 
willing. First he must be able. I know a lot 
about the results of sin and would like to .ave 

men from it. I am living, and I am willing, but 
I am not able. I cannot save you. Then he 

W\lst be livin~. In· central Africa some of the 
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on firing. At the end of a week there was a 
considerable impression On the wall. They 
continued, always on that Same spot, and final· 
ly a small hole wa. made, through which they 
put a boy who crept through and opened the 
gates while the sentry was sleeping. And so 

the castle was taken. The Devil is like that. 
He ke~ps on a nd on at one place till he 

succeeds. But not al ways so. At other times 
he attacks in unexpected places. There is a 
man whose danger is falling into impurity and 

the Devil keeps tempting him at this, and then 

one day, quite suddenly, there comes another 
temptation quite different. He suddenly finds 

himself alone in the office with some uncoun· 
ted money. There isthe temptation to put some 
in his pocket, and he yields. He has fallen 
where he was not expecting to. 

Now, how are we to meet temptation i Be 
prepared! That is the motto of the Boy Scouts, 
and it is a good one. Always be on the watch. 
You never know when the temptation will 

come. A burglar who is coming to rob your 

house does not send you a postcard to expect 

him. The baltle is half won if you are pre· 
pared. Don't leave the gate open. There are 
many gates. There is the Eye-gate, and the 
Ear-gate, and the Thought,gate. A man leaves 
the Eye-gate open, reads rotten novels, looks 
at bad pictures and expects to win in the temp. 
tations, Another listens to dirty talk and 

suggestions of evil. He has the Ear-lI:ate open. 
Or a third leaves the ThoulIht.gate open and is 
always thinking bad thoughts-and nearly all 
sin begins in the thoullhts. But you say,! cannot 
help bad thoughts coming to me. No, you 
rna)' not be able to help bad thoughts eoming 
but yOU certainly can prevent them staying 
with you. A wise man said, "I cannot prevent 

the crows ftying over my head but I can pre· 
vent them making nests in my hair." Danlt 

play with temptation. You would not go into 

all inf~ctious place, where there wa. plague, 
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to die. Too late! Yes, there comes a day 

when it is too late to give up that sin. To.-day 

i. the time. To-day it is not too late. To­

morrow may not be yours. 

But there are tnany more sins. Some of them 

we thi!lk small and don't make much of them. 

We may say of Dile that he tells lies, but 

what of that? When God's word talks about 

heaven, it says that the gates thereof shall be 

shut against all murderers and all fornicators 

and all idolaters and against whomsoever 

loveth and maketh a lie. God says there is no 

differen<;e. How do you stand in His sight? 

And also, not only are there sills of commission 

but also sins Df omission "To him that know­

eth to do g00d and doeth it not, to him it is 

sin." And not only sin, our subject includes 

temptation. Tem~tation com.. to all of us. 

Every man is tempted. It is not sin. It has a 

purpose. It is for testing. When motors or 

machinery are made, before they <ire used they 

must be subjected to severe tests. What for 1 

Is it to spoil the motor? No, not to spoil it but 

to provf' its worth and value. Temptation does 

not come from God. "God cannot be tempted 

with evil, neither tempteth He any man." But 

God allows temptation to come to us. The 

great Tempter is the Devil. There is a per­

sonal Devil, Can anyone look aroulld in tlfese 

days of evil and temptation and doubt the 

existence of a personal Devil. He is the great 

Tempter and he is very clever in his attacks. 

He has many methods. Frequentry he continues 

again and again On one spot. There is a story 

of a castle that was taken with a single gun. 

It stood on a hill and its walls were two metres 

thick. The king who lived within laughed loud 

when the enemy Came against it with a single 

cannon. But they placed the cannOn on a hill 

opposite and fired. The first shot scarcely. 

scratched the wan, but they fired again on the 

same spot. The king laughed louder and 

.r~nk deeper of h.;. wine, but the enemy went 
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Another man cheats, takes bribes, or writes 

false certificates. Others do like him and the 
office or department becomes corrupt, and 

cannot be trusted in business dealings. and 

¢ even his government may be affected. "Be 

sure your sin will find you ouL" A father 

brings up his children without control, lets 
them do what they like, does not Pllnish them. 
Later his boy has no self control- gets into 

tempers. He grows up and becomes a man, 

who is violent and unrestrained. One day he 

strikes a man in anger, harder than he meant to. 

The man dies and he is charged with man­
slaughter. It is a terrible crime, but it may be 

traced back to the father's sin in not control­

ling his son. The power of sin grows. A man 

says, HI know it is ~rong, but I will do it to-day 

and to-morrow, and then I will give it up. He 
says he can leave off when he likes. But he 
cannot. There comes a time when it is too late, 

when the power of si n is too strong. I remem­

ber a case I saw in a village some miles south 

of Cairo. They brought to me a young girl 
with a growth in her hip. It was a terrible 

growth of cancer, and they asked me what I 
could do for her. I examined her but found 
the condition was hopeless. I said, III can do 

nothing." But they said "Doctor, you can cut 

it away or cut off her leg." But I said, "No it is 

too late. Why did you not come sooner? The 
growth did not begin here." Then 11earned 

what had happened. Six months before lhe 
growth was quite small in her foot. They took 

her to a hospital. The Doctor saw her. He was 
clever and knew his work. He said, II This 

is cancer. I must cut off her leg." l'Oh," they 

said, "No never; put ointment on it. Give her 

medicine and it will get better." "No," he said, 

nothing will save her except amputation." But 

they would not agree and they took her home. 
Six months later they brouiht her to me and 
they asked me to cut off her leg to save her life, 

but I told them it was too late. Amputation 

now wltuld not save her. They took her home 
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God all men are sinners. We classify sinners 

and say that one, a murderer, is agreat sinner; 

another, a thief, is a lesser sinner, and a third, 

who may be a liar, a little sinner. But God 

makes no difference. He says, 11Th ere is' no 

difference, all have sinned and come short." 

YOll may be short of the standard by one inch, 

and another by a yard, but there is no diff­

erence between you in the fact that you both 

come short. 

A man may say he is a law to himself, that he 

can do what he likes and it does not concern 

anybody else. That is not true. It does. 

vVhat YOll do to·day affects someone to-morrow. 

No man liveth to himself. Here is a man who 

says that if he chooses to go to impurity he 

can do so. It is nobody eJse's business except 

his own. His body is his own. He can do as 

he likes. He goes in the path of impurity but 

he is not alone. He pushes someone else 

down. Sooner or later he gets disease. He 

says it is only on himself. But it isn't. He is 

a danger to the community. The disease 

which he gets someone· else takes from him. 

Laler on when he thinks he is cured he gets 

manied. His wife does not have children.He 

comes to us doctors and wants to know the 

reasoll. Perh3ps she '·ever will have children. 

It is the result of his sin, which he thought he 
• 

was cured from. In another case the disease 

is a different form. He marries before be is 

cured from the disease and brings children 

iuto the world and they are diseased,-cursed 

before they are born. He says he can do as 

he likes and he finds that the sin affects him­

self. But it doesn't stop there. It goes on to 

9thers,- to his wife and children; and it even 

affects his nation's birthrate and his nation's 

health. As long as a man lives in a commU4 

nity what he does affects that community. If 

you want to do as you like then you must live 
in a world by you·rself. 
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---Vol. XVII. 1st March 1921. NO.3. 

SIN AND TEMPTATION. 

(A" addre.'3 deilvered in the PrilltaJ.ia Tkeatr~, 
Cairo, on Thursday, 16th Dec. 1920, by Dr. 

Robert B. Coleman of the C.M.S. Hospital). 

Sin is universaL Every man is a sinner. 

Nearly all the prophets or great men of :old 

confess themselves sin ners or ask pardon 
for sin. 

David says, HI acknowledge my transgression 

and my sin is ever before me"; and again, "Mine 

iniquities have taken hold upon me so that 

I cannot look up, they are more than the hairs 

of my head." We read of Moses that he sinned 

and God said to him, ''Ye trespassed against 

me." The Apostle Paul says, - "Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom 

I am chief." We may say of the prophets tilat 
they were good a nd holy men, They say of 

themselves that they need to ask pardon for sin. 

No man will proclaim himself perfect. To do 

so would add the sin of pride to his other sins. 

But what is sin? It is transgressing or breakillg 

a law· It may be God's laws or command. 

ments and a man breaking them sins agajnst 

God. Or it may be the laws of his country and 

a man may sin and commit a crime against his 

country's laws. But here is a man who says 
"1 don't believe in God, or accept His command­

ments, and I don't acknowledge the right of 

any country or nation to control my actions. 

I am a law to myself. How am I a sinner? " 

Even to such a man (here is the law of nature 
a'"lld a man breaking this law sins against him_ 

self, against bis fellow men and against tbe 

God in whom he does not believe, but who 

exists in spite of his disbelief. In the sight of 
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a pause, to Isaiah-) And now, bid me 
recall the seal! Bid me deliver Padi back! 

ISAIAH-Thou canst not. Thou hast chosen 
thy path and thou must walk it to its evil 
end. Thou shalt walk it alone. Behold, 
thou shalt not see my face again until the 
day of Sbear-Jashub, when "the remnant 
shall turn" to Our God. Behold, my God 
beholdeth thee from afar: but, He 
beholdeth thee. 

HEZEKIAH-Oh my father! "Immanuel !"­
-God with us, with tlle ! 

ISAIAH-(with deep sadness and tenderness) Not 
yet. In the day of the Lord I... And now 
tread the winepress alone. Be a man, be 
courageous. Fulfil all the duties of thine 
office. Farewell! 

HEZEKIAH-(with a lamentflble voice) Be not far 
from me, my father. Pray for me to the 
Lord, 0 my fa ther. 

ISAIAH-God forbid that I.hould sin againSt 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for thee, In 
that day thou shalt call for me, and I will 
come unto thee: the (lay of the turning 
unto Gori. Then shall God also return to 
I"·,el. Till thell. play the mall. Farewell. 
(He gazes at the stricken king, silently bie"cs 
him, and is gone). 

HE:Z;EKIAH-God of Israel, my GoJ! Art thou 
far or near? Is it !lot both far and neZir ? 
even as my soul is one burning wound, 
and yet findeth ill that wound its peace, 
(He sprinq8 resolutely to .his jeet). 

Let the will of the Lord be done, in its 
length and in its hr:eadth. in its height and 
its depth! (He claps his hands) Ho there! 
(Enter a cOllrtier) Send hither instantly my 
Master of munitions, and my Prefect of 
the fortifications! 

(The curtain jallsJ. 
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hath do,"" his perfect work upon Judah 
and upon Jerusalem by means of the over­
flowing scourge of the king of Assyria, 
THEN shall a remnant turn unto the mighty 
God, and then shall that remnant be saved. 
Then-but only then. For first shall the 
Lord God of hosts make a consumption, 
decreed and determjned, in the midst of 
this land. Hear therefore the consumption 
that is decreed: Your country shall .be 
desolate, your cities burned with fire, yeur 
land, strangers shall devour it in your 
presence; and the daughter of Zion shall 
be left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a 

lOdge in a garden of cucumbers, a besieged 
city. And THEN shall be broken the yoke 
of thy burden, the staff of thy shoulder, 
the rod of thy oppressor, as in the day of 
Midian. For when he shall shake his hand 
against the mount of the daughter of Zion, 
the hill of Jerusalem, then shall the Lord 
stir up a sCOurge for him according to the 
slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb. 
Then-but only then! 

HEZEKIAH -(who has been b01V!'ng lower and 
lower) And I? ShaH these sheep be 
scourged, and I, the false shepherd, escape? 

ISAIAlI-Nay; thou too. Behold the days are 
at hand, when all that is in thy house and 
that which thy fathers have laid up in .tore 
until this day, shall be carried away: 

nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And 
of thy sons and daughters that thou hast 
begotten shall they take away. And they 
shall make thy sons eunuchs and thy 
daughters concubines in the palace of the 
king of Assyria at Babylon. (Hezfkin;' 
groans.) So shall the iron enter into thy 
soul. And so shalt thou, with the remnant 
of Israel, be saved. 

HEZEKIAH -(raising his head and gazing with 
n~le stedfasiness at Isaiah) Good is the 
word of the Lord. (After a pause-) For 
there shall be peace with truth, at the latter 
end, in my days. (He paMes again-) The 

Lord gave and the Lord shall take a way. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. (Aft-r 
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SHEBNA-(j"Ol11 the door, roughly) Let my lord 
the Secretary come instantly. Behold the 

royal seal. III the King's name! 

(Eliakim solemnly shakes his head and raises his hand 

in despairing protest. All go out with various ex­

pressions of emotion. Hezekiah is left alone on his 

throne, with v-ision delightsomely entranced). 

(Enter Isaiah. He is a man of 60. But tbough his 

hair and beard are white as the driven snow, his 

countenance is unwrinkled. It glows with strength, 

aud his eyes burn with light. He is dressed like a 

Hebrew noble, but without ostentation). 

ISAIAH-(in a tone oj chilling reproach) What 
said these men.? and from w-hence came 

they unto thee? 

HEZEKIAH-(looking up with a start) They are 

come from ..... . 

ISAIAH-"From a far country, even Babylon" I 
Or perchance from a near country, even 

Philistia ! 

HEZEKIAH-(clutchin,r his heart) ~b, tby 

words reopen the old wound, with the echo 

of thine old rebuke. My bowels! my 
bowels! My father, canst thou mean, can 

it be, that I have played the fool a second 
time? that I have not "walked softly all 
my days because of the bitterness of my 
soul"; that I am turning the wheel a 

second time in the same accursed circle? 
Oh deliver me from my pain! Let -me 
hear the word of the Lord, even if it be 
worser than the worst I fear. 

ISAIAH-Thou hast done foolishly. The word 
of the Lord hath full often come to thee 
by my mouth, by the mouth of Micah the 
Moreshite, and by the mouths of his ser­
_vants the prophets, ri-sing early and speak~ 

ing unto thee: that after that the Lord 
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EKRONITE-An oracle indeed! What can 
Dagon show to this? Behold in us 
Philistia worsllips Jehovah in His holy 

city. (They prostrate. Then, l'ising-). Let 
me swiftly end my word, great king. When 
we sought where most fitly and most safely 
to sequester this sla ve, Padi, then was ther'e 

but one voice :-"In the city of the Lord 

of hosts; in Zion whereof glorious things 

are spoken; with Hezekiah, the Anointed 
of the Lord. Let him head the league "of 
Rahah and of Babylon,of Philistia,of Tyre 
and of Ethiopia", He only is worthy. 
I have spoken! 

HEZEKIAH-(startiny up) Not thou,but Jehovah 

of Israel. This thing is of the Lord. Now 

shalI Zion be free of the heathen's yoke, 
and the day of the Lord and His Anointed 

come indeecl. (To Shebna-) Locl!(e these 
lords right nobly. Let Pildi be bound in 

the tower of Millo. I, Hczekiah, assume 

his custody. Let the treaty with PbiJistia 
be made incontinent. Lo here is my seal: 
take it, and make the treaty fast. After 

they have eaten bread, bring them into the 

house of my precious things, and I wiII 

show them that they have not spoken vain 

words; I will show them the silver and the 
gold, and all the house of my armour and 
my munitioni, and all that is found in my 

treasures: there shall~be nothing in my 

house nor in alI my dominions that I will 

not show. Between confederates shall 
ought be concealed? 

EKllONITE-\joyjully) 'Tis the voice of royal 
goodness and bounty! (They make 
ubeisance.) 

SHEBNA -My most dear liege. Ah that these 

eyes have now beheld my king in his 

beauty! (He kisses Hezckiah's hand, then 

mpidly escorls the Ekronites away). 

ELIAKIM-(very tronUled) But,my lord theKing! 

(Hezekiah is in a ttal1ce oj mdiant delight. 

Eliakim pauses) Dear my lord 1.. 
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SHEBNA--(with religiou8 earnestne:>s) And, 
good my liege, hath not the Lord - blessed 
be His name I-performed that work? La 
the multitudes of the sacrifices,-the burnt 
offerings of rams, and fat of fed beasts;­
the diligent keeping of the new moons 

< and Sabbaths ;-the assemblies,-the 
solemn meetings,-the incense which 
ascelldeth in clouds to the nostrils of 
Jehovah of Hosts! Are these blessed 
days as the' evil days of Ahaz thy father? 
Remember thy own work; didst thou not 
remove the high-places ...... 

ELEAZAR (A CHIEF-PRIEST)-True, 0 King! 
These days are the days of gold! 

HEZEKIAH-Oh, peace, friends! Eliakim is 
right: the holy prophet meant that the 
Lordmustfirst chastise His people before ..• 

SHEBNA-Chastise! And have not these 
twenty years been one chastisement! The 
yearly indiinity of the tribute; the yearly 
disdain of the heathen, when they 
blaspheme the name of our God; the yoke 
on the neck of the Daughter of Zion ...... 
(A loud voice is suddenly heard without) 

PROPHET-{jrom without) Woe unto the un­
godly nation, woe! (Be enters: he is clad 

as Shebna described. A yoke is about his 
neck. TVith rolling eyes-) Thus saith the 
Lord: "Even thus is the yoke of the ter­
rible one about the neck of the daughter 
of Zion: and even tbus shall it now be 
broken", (Be violently breaks the yoke and 
casts it to the gl'Ound.) ...... Oh, where am I I 
(He look. round, amazed: he stagge,.s). 

HEZEKIAH-(to Joah) Let him be attended. 

PROPHET-Thy pardon, my liege-lord. I 
thought I was in court of my house : 
behold I know not what I say, nor what I 
do, . nor anything in the world. (Exit, Zed 
In! Joah). 
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SHEENA-So, even so ! 

EKRONITE-Thi,l)keth my lord that ·we are so 

brutish that our ears have not heard the 

song which thou didst make, in the name 
of thy God: "I will make mention of 
Egypt and Bahylon as among them who 

• know Me; behold Philistia also, and Tyre, 

and Ethiopia! Yea of Zion it shall be 
said, when the Lord writeth up the nations 

that this people and that people was born 

there". Philistia born again in Zion! 
Behold in us the first of this goodly family! 

Shall not Philistia be reborn in Zion this 
day? 

HEZEKIAH-I marvel at thy words. Speak on, 
friend. Read me thy riddle. 

SHEBNA-(aside to Joalt) What sayest thou? 
A master-stroke, hey? Shebna's own! 

EKRONITE-Heal' then, great king. Ekron's 
noble sons have turned against the slave 
Padi, whom Sargon king of Assyria set 
up. Who is the king of Assyria? Woe 
to him! Hail, freedom! Let us be free! 
For in our ears hath thundered the word 

of the man of God, Isaiah the son of Amos, 
who said. by inspiration of thy God: 

"I WILL PUNISH THE FRUIT OF THE 
STOUT HEART OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA, 

AND THE GLORY OF HIS HIGH LOOKS : 
AND THE HIGH ONES OF STATURE SHALL 

BE HEWN DOWN, AND THE HAUGHTY 
SHALL BE HUMBl.iED." 

SHEBNA-Bravely, bravely! 

ELIAKIM-Oh good my Liege, bethink thee 
how that word was prefaced: "IT SHALL 

COME TO PASS THAT when the Lord huth 
performed his whole work upon mount Zion 

and on Jerusalem. J WILL PUNISH THE 

FRUIT OF THE KING OF ASSYRIA'S STOUT 
HEART ... 
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HEZEKIAH-What's _ the matter? Lo, thou 
pantest still: recover thy breath. 

MESSENGER -(with forced scantness of breath) 

I came in hottest haste. It is to tell thy 
Majesty than an embassy from Ekron hath 
appeared suddenly at the Western Gate 
demanding instant admittance to thy royal 
presence. 

HKZEKIAH-For what purpose? But let us 
not keep them waiting. Thou son of 
Asaph, see that they be honourably met 

and escorted. Knowest thou why they 

come (to Messenger, who is about ~o speak, 
lvhen Joah frou-'11'S at him, and exit)? 

MESSENGER-My liege, I wot-I think-per­

chance,-I know not. (He edges ""com­
fortably towards the entrance.) Lonow: 
they must he at hand! Even so! They 

come, and Joah with them: and, oh fortun­
ate chance, the Mayor of the Household 
honourably escorteth them. It is doubtless 

not meet for me to be present. I crave my 
Jiege's permission. 

HEZEKIAH-Thou mayest go. See, here is thy 
guerdon: and double into thy bosom if 

__ the errand shall issue well. 

MESSENGER-I thank your majesty. (Exit._ 
Enter from the other side Shebna, Joah, and 
the Ekl'Onite deputation. With a deep 
obeisance they range themselves before 

Hezekiah, who courteously welcomes them.) 

HEZEKIAH-You are very welcome. It would 
seem that you have sOme high matter to 
propound? Pray you, say on. 

1st EKRONITE NOBLE-From Goliath king of 
Ekron, to Hezekiab, king of kings ... 

HEZEKIAH-Goliath? Is king Pildi gathered 
to his f!lthers, then? , 

EKRONI1E-Hear us most nohle Hezekiah, and 
let the glorious Daughter of Zion listen in 
the listening of her Anointed one I (Aside 

. "to Shebna-) Was that the phrase I 
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the expedient! Hezekiah is noble, and 
godly, and brave: but he is vainglorious. 
Thou forgettest noi Merodaeh-Baladan 
king of Babylon, and how lightly he 
bewitched Hezekiah with an honourable 
embassy. Ha, ha 1 the pious king burned 
his fingers with his father, the prophet 
Isaiah', that day! I know not whether it 
be his own glory or the glory of his dar­

ling, the daughter of Zion, he seeketh 
ever :-if he could indeed tell himself I 
But that's all one. For now, by the 
selfsame snare, may he be taken captive 
again this day. The sentence of our wise 
Solomon may have been true of his birds, 
but not of men, for verily, NOT "in vain 
is the net set twice," no nor fifty times, in 
their sight. La now, hold the king when 
he comes: I go to encounter-by merest 

chance and hap, ha, ha I-this Ekronite 
embassy at the Western Gate. Prepare 
then the mind of the king; or at least 
hold tby politic peace! Nay, bungle it 
not! Look to it! (Exit). 

JOAH, "Jehovah is the God of Israel, and His 

glory I would serve. But how? The 
world's a whirligig: who can discern 
in the whirl one thing surely fixed? If our 
lord King Hezekiah himself discerneth not 
Jehovah's will, shall Joah be blamed if he 
entereth in at the gate that is wide, and 
walketh in the path that i'-broad? 

(Enter Hezekiah, attended by Eliakim the son of 

Hilakiah, with the messenger. Hezekiah iii a man 

nearing fifty. liis presence is dignified and noble, 

his face strong, earnest, and thoughtful. The 

anxieties of perilous and anxious times have deeply 

furrowed his countenance and grizzled his hair and 

beard. Eliakim it also a grave personage; he is 

dressed in the style of the country, not of!Egypt.) 
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MESSENGII.R.-(r(!pidly) I cannot refuse thee. 
Know, then, that l'go to announce to the 
king the sudden approach of ambassadors 
from the noble city of Ekron, our old 
Philistine foe, now Our worthy friend. 
They have had their bellyful of Padi, the 
kinglet whom the king of Assyria set up 
in their midst. They are resolved to break 
with Assyria-surely Egypt also hath 
egged them on I-and they seek the worth­
iest, noblest, bravest, and most powerful 
of the kings of these coasts, to the intent 
that they may lodge Padi with him, in 
durance vile or in honourable cu.tody as 
may seem good in his eyes. They are at 
the gates: behold I have told thee: I 
must a way: I cannot tarry. 

'SH1:BNA-(who has been exchanging with Joah 
glances of rising excitement) Now listen, 
o Micaiah, thou son of Boaz !; thy lucky 
star is in the ascendant. One small thing 
I beg, nay command; one, and no more. 
But ere I make mention thereof.. .... dost 
thou not covet Imlah's post among the 
Recorders, and eke Ol'e leetle, leetle field 
that is in the valley of Rephaim? Behold 
they are thine i-if thou wilt but refrain 
from entering in unto the king a space 
while thou mightest with moderate celerity 
count five hundred. What afraid I Tush, 
man! Thy headress is disordered-thy 
.andalstrap hath snapt-thou art fat and 
scant of breath-one of a score of such 
trifles will serve for excuse, - think thee 
of one while thou cotmtest the five hun­
dred ! In the ante·chamber there i-by thy 
leave 1 (pushing him DUI)-trust Shebna! 
-the little field I-poor Imlah i-his post 
knoweth him no more! (He pushes the 
confounded messenger out, and "eturns in 
great excitement fa Joah.l Heed him not, 
I have him skewered. Listen: the Lord 
hllth dltlivered tnelll into ourhanc!_\ Lo, 
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Nubian, behind Egypt,-there had come 
to us the chance of a thousand years ;-to 

break tte hated yoke of Assyria and be 
free I And then!, I must be baulked by 

this foolish king of ours: ar.d Joah the 

Recorder must prate to me of a moonstruck 
prophet, this Isaiah! Ye gods! -thy 

pardon as before! -thOll God of Israel! 
is it rot monstrous? 

JOAH-T,10ll art right, though lOot all thou 
saye.t liketh me, The matter then is to 

cause Ollr king to break with Assyria!!, 

, SHEBNA-Thou hast hit it For, this done, 
leave the rest to m,,! Having swallowed 
the ciromedary of Nineveh i'e will no 
longer be able to strain at the gnat of 
Egypt And, by the life of Isaiah himself, 
why should he not break with Nineveh? I 

have heard his prophetic Reverence 'him­
self speaking against the Assvrian words 

that were of the most intolerable. 

JOAH-'Tis true: 'tis most true: and this 
would weigh heavily with the king. Yet •. 

SHEBNA-Spare me yets and buts. And see 

that we watch warily for an expedient that 
shall tUIn the matter ill to the current of 
our desires. 

(Enter a messenger: he passes rapidly 
across the scene). 

MESSENGER-Salutations to the J;Ilost noble 
Conn,;ei'ors: and their pardon! I must 
away". 

SHEBNA - \Vhither away, friend, whither 
away so fast? 

MESSENGER-(pausing) Matters of state, and 
hotly pressing. 

SHEBNA--(frowning) IIatters of state and 
hotly pressing: and'lhe king'. Vizier may 
not hear. Bethink thyself I 

I, 
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\YV 
'S,HltBNA-(conlemptuously) Isaiah! prophet! 

What's a prophet I This day I will show 

unto thee a prophet-with hairy robe, 
matted locks, rolling eyes, and all other 

prophetic aCCQutrernelits and accompani­

ments to boot,-who will say unto us in the 

name of Jehovah, "Go down to Egypt and 

prosper I for then t lIe Lord shall deliver 

Assyria into thy hand". 

JOAH-(moodily) 'Tis true, these prophets 

d~!ave- us with their cross-wise speeches. 

But (looking drily at Shebna) this young 

prophet thou speakest of-doth he not eat 

from the table of Shebna who is over the 

king's household? 

SHEBNA-(unabashed) What of it? By the 

gods-I crave thy pardon, the speech of 
our provincials runneth away with the 

, tongue-by J 'hovah, the God of Israel, a~ 
man must live! 

JOAH-Aye, and Shehna is a man! What 

way went those secret messengers of the 

King of Egypt to the house of Shebnl last 

moon? I knew them, even if our lord 
king Hezekic-11 did not! Was it not to 

w-in Shebna who is over the king's house­
hold to the Ep;yptian alliance anel league? 

SHEBNA-(amnsed} Tush, mat!, be as open as 

thou art wise! Thou meanest, "with the 

customary fefs and compliments in their 

hands I" Of which most lawful fees, now 

and to come, shan our dear Joah son of 

Asaph have his due share. But what of 

it! Or ever those secret messengers came, 
I had considered that with this new king 

Senuacherib on Assyria's throne, with 
Babylon rebelling On tbe soutb, with Elam 
stringing the bow and Kir uncovering the 

quiver, with Egypt frothing like a boiling 

pot, aye a~dwith ~ing Tirhaka,the mighty 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol. XVII. 1st April 1921. No.4. 

BETWIXT EGYPT AN» ASSYRIA. 

PROLOGUE. 

(A reception court in the palace of Hezekiah at 
Jerusalem in the year 705 B.C. Shebna, the Vizier, seated 
with Joah the son of Asaph) the Recorder. Shebna is a 
florid man with able energetic face, but shifty eyes: he 

speaks with a slightly foreign accent and is somewhat 
overdressed. Both men are dressed in the then-modi~h 
Egyptian style.) 

SHEBNA-( with impatient disgust) A child 
might read our riddle: yet the king can­
not I Is not Egypt its clue? To go down 
to Egypt for help; to stay on her horses 
and trust in her chariots, for they are 
many, and in her horsemen, for they are 
very strong. Is this not clear as the 
noontide? 

JOAH-Truly thus and thus alone may we hope 
to stay the multitude of the chariots of 
these terrible ones, these Assyrians. What 
then ails the king that he seeks not al­
liance and league with Egypt? 

SHEBNA-My good, worthy friend, how should 
he do this thing, when he hath not reached 
so far as to break with the king of As­
syria! 

JOAH-Most true. He cite. Isaiah the son of 
Amos the prophet, "In quietness and con. 

. fidence shall be your strength." 
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··'aod hath made ot one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth," 

RIENT 
tY 

e:CID.IL-.-"& 
A Mo~ Mo1'<ll. and Rel.igious 
Maaa.zlne established 1905 

APRIL. 1921. (Vol. XVII.) 

EDITORS: 

Rev. Canon W.H.T. GAIRDNER, B.A. 
Rev. S.M. ZWE"lER, D.D. 
Rev. E. E. ELDER. 

SUBSCRIPTION: 
20 P.T. il. Egypt. Abroad 25 P.T. 

(5/- or $. I.25) post-free. 

No.4. 

All business communications, and all payments to be 
made to the Editors of Orient and Occident, 35 Sharia 
.. l-Falaki Caico. T.1. N •. 13:18. 

Published by the A C.L.S.M., and printed at the Nile MiSsion Press, Cairo. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



·= 
this is obvious, when we remember that the 

apprehension of God is really the infilling of 

the finite by the infinite, and the holy, pure, 

si]11ess, eternal Infinite will not force its way 

into the stubborn selfish will of the man who 

clings to l,is s.in. 

But there is still another deterrent in the 

way of responding to the call of Jesus- and 

that is the power of fear. To many this is the 

most subtle temptation of all- fear of what the 

consequences of respolJding may be to oneself, 

fear that it may necessitate pai"llful self-delti(;lJ, 

fear that it may blight the joy of life, fear, too 

of what others may think and say, fear of ridi. 

cule and persecution, fear of desertion by 

friends, of Feorn "b,y neigilbcufS ,fe,"! in a thcuo. 

~Iand forms. But through and above it all can 

be heard the still smal] voice of Jesus with its 

winsome appeal, II Come follow me", mingled 

with a deeper note of sadness and sternness 

as He SCI.rs, uHe that will not take up his CroSS 

daily. cannot be my disciple," and raisfd to a 

cry of re-assurinw: confidellce as His last words 

on earth are utteren, "All power is given unto 

Me in heaven and in earth, and, 10, I am 

with you always". 
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of spiritual power - a il1"Hl, who not merely 

pointed the way of eternal Ii fe but lived 

it, so that it could be said of him that he 

was the Way, the Truth and the Life; one who 

remade the personalities of men, res.toring 

heallh to souls as well as to bodies, renewing 

the spiritual forces which sin and selfishness 

had sapped, reconciling man to man, and man 

to God. Suet. a one was JESUS. He it is that 

still Cippea)s to the Conscience, so that sin 

shrirtks at once from his presence. He ,it is 

that wirls a man's Love so that his \\-,hole being 

goes out in willing service to him, He it is 

that convinces the Milid, so that experience 

but verifit,s the eternal reality of the Truths he 

1aught. In him Reason! Conscience and Heart 

find rest alld satis['(>ctioll} and the service 

which bt'gins in trust is by continuous contact 

with h'm-for his Spirit is ~till with 115-

transmuted into experience and knowledge, so 

tbat we can truly say, "Vve know Him Whom 

we have believed". 

And yet-the supreme tragedy of human 

history-he is still unknown to many a restless 

soul! The wOlld, which ill pain is reaching -ilftE'r Truth, tails to recognize Truth's human 

emhodiment. \Vhat can it be that thus blinds 

the eyes of men? Prejudice and pi ide we 

have already considered-likewise the cOllser~ 

vative telldency of human nature. But there 

are other reasons too, why Jesus is still a 

stranger to mall.\'. Before spirituell truth.can ever 

be apprebe~ldtd, there is need, we have seen, 

for a certain spiritual sympathy, what we 

might Coil an affinity which is m'rred by sin 

and sh;:Jttered by selfishlles's,an affinity which a 

Sense of sill and a yearning fur forgiveness can 

alone restore. The pure in heart see God. 

Without holilless a vision of God is impossible. 
If we really want to see the Truth of God, We 

must be ready to do His will. If we are not 

prepared to fulfil the demands of the moral 
and spiritual truth that we already kllow we 

cannot understand more. And the reason for 
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But what is this that we are nquiring of 

him I Unique foresight regarding the purpose 

of life, perfect insight into human nature, 

superhuman powers of regenerating human 

personality. Has there ever been such a 

sp~ciali~t? Is there such a one to· clay ? Has 

anyone ever been able to f'xpress in words the 

dumb yeanl~ngs of the human heart, or to 

pronounce authoritatively on the type of life 

which can alone be designated a happy one, 

or to provide unquestionably a ·moral and 

spiritual chart for individual and natiunal 

progress? Has anyone ever been able to· 

reconcile the holiness 31ld tile power of God 

with the weakness and the wick~dness of man, 

or been able to supply the oUIlook and 

dynamic. wLich condition a brotherhood of 

mankind, or, finally, been able to UtSl0W tbe 

moral strength which is necessary to complete 

self-mastery? 

So unique a man, we see, must our special~ 

ist be, If he fails at all to fulfil tbese condi­

tions, we cannot safely trust him as the source 

of light for us in our quest for Trutb in 

religion. To find him, is it not worth while 

. searching the sacred books of all ages? Is it 

not worth while laying aside all prejudices 

and preconceptions, that 'We may become 

acquainted with him? Is it not worth while 

making every sacrifice that our life and our 

personality may be conformed to bis? Has 

anyone found bim? Have you found him I 

There was once a man who spake as 

never man had spoken before, and whose 

words were found to be the words of eternal 

Iife-a man, too, who knew wbat was in the 

hearts of men, before ever they uttered a word 

-one, too, who spake with authority so that 

even the evil spirits were subjected unto him­

one who tbus gave signs of fulfilling the three 

great requisites of our specialist, knowledge of 

the secret of spiritual life, knowledge of 

human nature, know ledge of the source 
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ellriches us with out a paniai picture of the 
whole Truth. For in religion we can be 
satisfied with nothi ng less than the assurance 
that we are in touch with the final Truth. 
R.elatively, it is immaterial whether we have 
discovered the ultimate truth regarding the 
actual course of ancient history, or as to the 
source and character of electricity, or even as 
to how disease can be eliminated, These are 
things we should like to know,but it is possible 
to live happily without knowing them. But 
religion is, as we have seen, concerned with 
the very quality of life. A man's religion 
determines the whole course and current of his 
daily life. Uncertainty in religion renders a 
sure valuation of moral qualities impossible. 
It leaves the ship of life drifting in mid ocean, 
without rudder, without compass, without even 
a dynamic. 

Thus we find the1:e are certain additional 
qualifications which we must demand of our 
specialist. He must not merely present us 
with ideals, Many have done that, though 
perhaps not with such clearness and boldness 
as he. He must also make plain to us why the 
ideals are. as a matter of fact, so difficult to 
attain. He must probe the depths of human 
consciousness and reveal the secret of its 
instability and weakness. He must show us 
why fellowship with God is broken, why love 
to one's neighbour is so difficult to practice, 
why self·control has exceeded our strength. 
And when he has done this, when, besides 
making conscious to us the true ideals of our 
spiritual life, he has also uncovered the actual 
state of our moral and spiritual consciousness, 
there is something else we must still demand of 
him, namely that he reveals how fellowship 
with God can be restored to us as we now are, 
now love can be established upon earth, how 
the flesh and all its aUltiliaries can be 
dominated by a holy will. 
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= 
persists in face of them all in seeking to find 

its true expression in fellowship with God, in 
a harmony of life with men, in full control 
over one's Own faculties and powers. Commu­

nion with God, brotherliness towards others, 
self-mastery-these are the irrepressible ideals 
of the human soul, ideals relentless in their 
demands, apparently unattainable to human 

nature as it is. But here a .ignificant question 
rises in our minds and claims our attention. 
However did we reach such a definite concept­
ion of the aim and object of religion? Surely, 

it is said, history reveals long, blind wander­
ings of religious thought and worship along 

dusky, uncertain paths, littered with wild and 

inconsistent and even immoral ideas before 
ever such a clear and noble ideal of spiritual 
experience became conscious to the life of 

man. What genius was it first fired the 

imagination of mortals with immortal hope of 
real fellowship with God? What man of 
insight first discerned the true character and 

the unrealized possibilities of human friendship 

and love? Who was it first laid bare the 
human heart and had faith to declare that it is 
possible for the imperious demands of instinct 
and passion, for the waywardness of the 

human will, to be subjected to the overruling 
of a mighty purpose? Surely such a one must 
prove to be that specialist for whom we have 

been so long seeking. 

But ere we can be satisfied that our pro­

tracted path of enquiry has brought us to the 

feet of a religious genius, we must be assured 
that we are not following one who, like 

specialists in other spheres of learning, kindles 
hopes of satisfaction within us, then reveals to 
us a few of the lineaments of truth, and, finally, 
with a noble confession of his own finitude, 
humbly confesses his inability to conduct us 
further. Nor, again, can we rest content unless 
we are certain that we are not merely disciples 

01 one of several specialists, each of whom 
rejects the system of his predecessor, and 

~~L:- ~I) .:.rj\'1 C ;l:li.J.11 L :0pJlO 

. ~r.J1 ~I ~I ):.,;' ~~b eLi .j" ",IS' ~I 

• ..L:A! .;.b_ l.. ~ "J . lr::1 \1.. ~ ~./ 'l ~li 
~ j;.1;w_ i~ Jly. l:. JJ) . ~r.JI <:A::k~ JUI 

0!"4?i) JI J~Il:l U? : L:.~I ,-:"U.:._) l:::~d 

tJ~\ 01 Jl"_..Ii :,:,1.,.) 0,:JJlif~~1 0" '-'~\; J';) 

01~\:",J .1.,..:..11 ~ .;:..~ <:i~~ .I} 0" U u..:.S:~ 

~.;.;l::l.1 ~:il!:-I .I~I l,.)~ .~.J" '-..\lo., -)\:- .;:..~ 

Ij,,'::l:> ~ 0w'll .;~ 01 J~.~pJlfo. Ji J! 
~~l_~1 ~.> ~ L.t §S) . .....A. • .".:.II ,-:?))I},;:;-'ll 

JJU.!I '~JI .~ ... 'll 0'll.;.~ ..(.>I4?..\I1 4?}:JI 

4?..\II)o:I1 .l:-:i10w 'll ~.> ~ 0' 1 .11 L ...s.".:.I~ 
..s;J.l.1 fo. •• ;LI ..:.t\;' j./.~ ... ~I 0l:"""U ''l)1 01..i 

4?..i!I;% ~ 0,1 ~.r:}1 ~IJ '.AI'll "-dK:I,,) 'li 

elk......";1 0l~ 'l~ J.o.I) 4?.r:..J1 ~I ~lA,;.. w:..S 
> 

~.r:~1 ;~I) 'll 0bj J • ..I~lAll"';\,; JI) J.r.i l t:-~ 01 

'" Ij,. J!. 01 It.. 1 rL... if.f ~.$ 1;: .. 1 J.I.") i:t .... 11 

c) .. )):.11"';';; U 1$..i!1 -rL....:;.. 'li J " 0L.;'l1 

~.;AWI) 

dJ,_}J1 b; jJ.....r' ~ 1:J....,) li I t? 01 J:i j.J) 

'" \;L;i L:i.i L.l \:.;I...;~ 01 l::l... ~~JJI ~UI \1.l91 JI 

0"l.~u:..\I1.s.f-'ll i)JI ;~~J 0!: .... \ ... ;;. 'll ;L( 

~ U 0)A.::.S.._ r eli) 'll) ($;' JI JU l:).;.~~ J 
0" 0)~) (f:u". 0).J"~ _\;..1.:) .:1.;)) ...;tl ~J! 

I)~~ll;,jl \:.A:) 1.>1 'll,y,./ U) . il,'ll JI l:!~1 

JS' ~r.: 4?..iI1 .:.r~I0!: ... I ... ;;. 'll .l ... 1 j:-)\; .kt; 

r..J.iJ,. 0,:..i!1 dlJI J! c1-JJI J;-.U ;;.: .:~.l:" 0' \~y:. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



ing. And, for the same reason, it is imprudent 
to regard the opinions of the cleverest scien­
tists or the most scholarly historians as final 
pronouncements on the fundamentals of 
religion. Clearly, the roasonable thing to do 
is to consult, on each question, the specialists 
in that subject. And so for religious truth it 
is but commonsense that we consult the 
speclalists,or the greatest specialist, in religion. 

But here again we must pause. Before 
entering upon our search for a speci-alist in 

religion, it is most essential that we should 
figure clearly to our own mind what the sphere 

of religion really is. Any practical application 
of the process of enquiry which we have 
outlined would have revealed long ago the 
indubitable fact that religion is not merely a 

matter of study or of intellectual research, and, 
as a corollary, that religious truth does not of 
necessity reveal itself to the wise and the 

prudent. In addition to those mental qualities 
of concentration and imagination, of discern· 
ment and judgment, which every sustained 

course of study requires, there are certain 
conditions of life, of heart and soul, of 

character and outlook, which are equ~lly pre­

requisite to any reception of spiritual truth. A 
religious system which begins and ends with 
the intellect is a dull, dead thing, utterly 
different from a living spiritual experience. 
The one is the body, the other the soul of 
religion. For true religion is nothing less than 

the satisfaction of the real nature of man in 

relation to God, mankind, and to himself; and 
man's personality comprises considerably more 
than his intellect, and is life to be satisfied re­
quires what abstract doctrine can neversupply. 

Thus a more penetrating analysis of the 

n"ture and end of religion discloses a 
spirHual and moral consciousness in man, 
which, despite discouragement from a materia. 

listie and self-seeking world, despite the 
subtle temptations oflhe flesh, and despite the 
manifest difficulties in the way of the finite 
apprehending. what proves to be infinite, 
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it' has been generally accepted or rejected. 

And the scope of this enquiry is extended 

when there are sought not merely the views of 

one's contemporaries. but also the convictions 
of bygone generations, where the books of 
the past are searched, and the rich fields of 
literature and history traversed. But, here 
again, disappointment soon awaits us. It 
becomes. evident that a doctrine is not true 

merely because most men believe it, nor do 
numbers guarantee veracity-the opinion of 
the majority is not necessarily more reliable 

than the opinion of the minority. 

Is there then no reliable standard? Is 

there no place where truth may surely be 
found I 1\Iay we not rightly search for it in the 
stores of learning and wisdom of the past, 
amid the treasure-houses of philosophy and 
history, of theorogy and science, of travel and 
discovery I Surely, if any where, truth is to be 

discovered here. But, alas, it is soon realized 
that those who have travelled furthest in any 

field of enquiry are the most conscious of the 

limitations of their own knowledge, and are 
the most willing to confess their inability to 

. do more than to suggest the lines along which 

future progress will be made; and-what is 
still mare disconcerting-there appears to be 
no definite consensus of opinion among the 

learned themselves as to what Truth is. One 
system of thought is superseded by another; 
One philosophy of history replaces another. 

Truth is like an elusive mirage, ever pursued 
yet ever receding from the pursuit. 

Still, perhaps, we need not desl'air. With 

a little forethought we might aiready have 
restricted the scope of Our enquiry after a 
touchstone of religious truth, For there are 

many,who are learned, but tbey are not all 
equally learned in anyone subject. Each 
department has';its specialists. One would 
never think of consulting an archaeologist on 
the state of one's health. Antiquitiesand 
medecine are quite distinct branches o(leam: 
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truth. But tbis only means· hat the omuiscience 
is ascribed tCI 3. chain of human witnesses 
instead of to your own faculties, a po!:ition 
unwarranted by facts, and, when tradjtions 
clash, obviou,ly impossible. Or it may be 
asserted that the initial source of the tradition 
is the hall·m'lfk of its veracity. But this 
sImply forces back the [HSCllSsion as to the 
relative truth of present systems of belief to a 
contrast of thr" relative value of their original 
sources, and the differenc\" bdwe~n these still 
calls for expL-mation. 

In any case, whether the beliefs them· 
selves are scrutin ized, or the process of their 
transition from generation to generation, or . 
the origin of their first inception. it becomes 
clear that some stJndr:rds are require(l by 
which it will be po"sible to discover what is 
trlle and what is erroneous, what is fact and 
what is fictio;], what is sound and what is 
superstition. ALd surely' he first principle or 
touchstone of truth i. tb,t it must be self· 
consistent and self·coherent. That is an 
axiom of thought, a sine qua non of the rational 
process. Hence a simple lest of any doctrine, 
though not a conclusive are, is whether it 
squares with the remain.iel: of olle's own 
experience. If it does. l1'Jt, either the new 
doctrine is wrong, or one's own experience is in 
fault, or both are partially incorrect. One 
cannot at one and the same lime cOllscious]y 
believe in two mutually contradictory >late­
ments. This test of truth appears to be a 
simple and satisfactory on'!, and, ina~much as 
it is based on the mere concrete Oc(~urr{;nces 
of daily life, the accumu' ated experience of 
years, sifted from all that is seen alld heard 
from day to day, it is theoretically regarded 
by many as an adequate test for practical 
purposes. But, admitted ly, one's own ex­
perience is imperfect ann incomplete, and to 
mt:n of sounder judgement the need of a 3urer 
method of guaging truth hecomes irr;per~tive. 

A better method, it may be suggested, is 
to be found in contrasting a doctrine not 
merely with o1e's own experience; but also 
with_ the bdief of olhers, a~ld ill t:llqwring 
wlletJaer er Rot it aerees with them, and why 

l.il I - 'j ,.:.II . ~ J:q i - l . l..; .l.il;:ll L)\; U- .. u. 'Y") r")). ~ 
- 1.-

Jut ~; 4: L~I J;III..i.. jJ) .c... .. ) "';..1.-~ *" 
LJ.~ ~1l.1 ;..I:'.lI~Joji J.).'" J» .;l.JlloBI 

0J)l1, . ~ 'jllt":,I:J ~~I ... ';II 0 :;';).4\.1 JI 

J;)l:ll ~ JI C:~ 0;:.i}I~..i.. 

)p ..:, j~ ~_A; $l.t.)1 .::..j~ .\.,~ Jl> JS' j<-) 

JI J:':" 0·~1 Jt.. .} .::..=:-)~ i l .jJ.J.:lI, ~I 

.).1 ~ 01 -». ~;..lfl ":\) 'jl lAy .. 'j JJail> ,I.k 
-, ~ 

r)~ .... =~I 0.J:'.)l.J:1) '-:-'~.a!I ..... ~ v W)"' 

~ .y.U.& )1 \..l:- J)' 0\ l;.).:~) ~i):I) J;.tG 
.. ';;::S:>s. 

,jA ":\)II.L,,,) <ii; .L;J.; <Y 1"\'.;. w~ \.d; 0)... 0\ 

'-."'.}tll, J;... ~ ~ ~j'j .)J~) ).Al1.::..LJ)1 

<f\~r.:ll I..i.. 0\)1;1 If..j);JI,, (.-ii,?Ip._lJiI 

':ll>~ ¥1.::..;lS" I;~ ~.~ <Y ~)I1 .::.1)l;:>1 ~ 

1y ~)II)l:=>1 01)1 \b.. ~41 ;.:ll 0~ 011.1 

..,-.. ~..;'j ";~I <Y ~:l;. ~ ( 1)1 JljI Yr­

. u::-.a;l:. ~ ¥ ...1>1) '::"') .} ..:;::.~ 01 .).1 J<-
"" '" 'i,?~~'} ~;'6") ~ ~I ~;.1.t }:-tll..i.. U ).).~. "") 

.... -'6~.r.I1 ;;l:!-I t~) J<- .j6::::;)..:..;> <Y )"') i/ 'jl 

rJ'.<Y I'+-U lSil.. .... )\;.) ~.}o.11 UI): ... ..II .::..I)l:=>1 

iflj)U C)\. G~ ~ji; 0)fo.s::il~;r JI 

L:..) U";:. ~)II}:=>101"rl<yjJ)~1 
~l.al\.I~I);~..w1 r~ 'j14f); J<- ?1,j.0j.~ 
• ..i.. <Y w..;,IIS.1;.i ~) JI I)~ 01 J~I U"l:A1 

o\A::.o. i,?.ill (.l..:l1 :;,;) .. " JaAiI ".i.\:-JI • ..i..) 

1Sj-\'1 $l"l~ J. ",,";'..:.11 .)l:=;.1 t~J'.1Ai -A .)1 

J~I -,..l:-I) 0)\~'-' JI>JI.lW <Y ::Jl:..l.. 0.1-:1 

;jb ;} .J...d V"~ ~ I l..i .. Ii/.:. 01 ~, ~)~ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



what belief in itself is. flow de we come to 
believe hit? Probably the best answer to 
these questions is ohtainable from a review of 
the actual process through which the mind, or, 
more accurate1y, the p.~rsonality, passes, as it 
assimilates one belief after another. From its 
first days of apprehension the child is absorb­
ing beliefs about all manner of tHngs which 
come wilhin the range of its sense" from what 
it is told by its parenls, its relatives. and its 
friends. The normal child begins ')y believing 
all it is !c,ld. The ghc st story is 8S living and 
vivid a reality to its mind as the factof its food 
or its toys. Vet few Nould try to maintain 
that tbe mass of belief thus reeei ved by the 
child is wholly, or evell largely, true. Before 
many yerrs have passed, the child discoven 
that its own best friend has acquired a quitt 
different 8tore of doctrine from its parents and 
associates, and the pai'lful process now begins 
of having to choose bee ween the "ew and the 
old, between what it now hears for the first time 
and what it has alway. been reared to believe. 

A curious, but natural, tendency now 
manifests itself of disliking intensely the one 
who ventures to cast a shadow of doubt or of 
question oVer the sacred world 'Jf his early 
thoughts. To grant b1e possibil,ty of 'error 
seems to imply weakness, to admi a mistake 
is regarded as an act of hUlUiliJ.tio-l. And yet, 

, stupid though this attitude is. it r ,mains with 
us all our lives,in some people mon' ;JTonouncerl 

than in others. From it springs tile spirit of 
intolerance, the mother of a rrwzzltd press and 
of religious persecution. From i, comes the 
subtle satanic suggestion to crush the 
heterodox by any and every means. From it 
issue religious wars. 
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earnestness of fahh of any two lllAn who are 
prepared to submit their doctrines to a frank 
and free discnssioll. And, further, since it is 
impossible that two mutually contradictory 
statements of belief can be at the sa,me time 
and iIi every respect trne, it follows that if 
everyone persists in clinging tenaciously and 
unintell igen tly to his o"\yn faith, in fear of being 
oblige(l to remodel his whole outlook Oll life, if 
he submits it to in vestigation, there can be llO 

hope of progress in the world either spiritually, 
or, consequently, morally. Such. opinionated~ 
ness fosters error, and perpetuates unnecessa,l'Y 
differences of beHt-f. 

And an attitude which i~ thus shown by 
Reason to he unjustifiable i:3 proved by all 

analysis of belief it:-ielf, in its nature and history, 
to be exceedingly common. But, before we 
pass to this aIlalysis, there is one observation 
we must· make, and that is that very often, 
lurking behind the loudest declarations of 
orthodoxy, is a secret doubt as to the truth-fnl~ 
ness and certainty of this system of o"rthodoxy 
itself, a doubt which has been engendered 
either by contact with lUeu of other faiths, 01' 

by the pursuance of a COUrse of scientific or 
historical research. SilllJlle faith has slipped 
away, and courage, it seen1s, can only be 
recovered by publicly bolstering up what is 
half disbelieved. And, further, in many cases 
sheer rebellion against the irksomeness and 
restraint of ihe voice of cons:~ience produces 
asimilar, though "eally diffErent, attilt!'!e of 
uncertainty regarding one's inherited faith, 
- in such cases, the out ward confession of 
faith is denied not by the h'ner demands of 
reason, but by th" subtle whispers of temp­
tation, and iI'consistency of outward action. 
Thus, with many people-we might almost say 
at some period ill the COurse of the life of 
almost "ery one-l here is a pbase of religious 
uncertainty where an outwarri dec1aratie'll of 
belief is not susta ined either by sincerity of 
belief or by a real desire for its truth to be 
proved, Cold reason and hot passion equally 
dissolve the substance of accepted doctrine. 

And (his very parenthesis on the actual 
mentality of -many a student to·day forces us 
back from a,lIot11.er angle to a consideration of 
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YOUNG MEN'S PROBLEMS. 
RELIGIOUS BELIEF. 

BY 

S. A. MORRISON. 
M. A. OXFORD. 

It has frequently been stated that there 
are two subjects, about which it has been 
proved impossible for men to argue without 
their losing both their temper and their self· 
control, and these subjects are said to be 
religion and politics. And the reasons for this 
sensitiveness of spirit, which characterises a 
political or religious discussion, are not, we 
consider, far to seek. Both SphHl'eS touch too 
intimately the inner life and thou ght of the 
individual, to allow of his admitting the 
possibility that his beliefs ma,y be erroneous, 
and therefore he resents any discussion regard­
ing them. But there is a second reason obtaining 
in the realm of religion, at any rate, which, 
though cerroillly less creditable, is pel'haps more 
powerful, namely that men have tiO freqnently 
accepted without due consideration the opinions 
of theil-predecessors or of their asso('intes, that 
they dl'aw bnck in apprehension from exposing 
their doctrines either to t.he sharp attacks of 
the human reason or to the touchstone of the 
moral conscience, and so they eudea vour to 
hide their uneasiness behind a pyrotechnic 
display of orthodoxy or a blatant confession 
of faith. 

And yet a Iit,tle snstained thought' soon 
discloses the manifest unreasonableness, in fact 
the folly of such an attitude, for, in the first 
place, sincerity of belief is both Inodest and 
humble, and needs no vulgar dress of loud 
expression to make its presence kno,\,rn : and, 
secondly, inasmuch as a sincere thinker fears 
not the closest and lllost searching examination 
into the rationale of his convictions, no 
aspersions need be cast on the sincerity and 
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reasonable. Now it cannot be denied that he 
was obstinate and overbearin~, - and again, 
he knew and admitted this also. But, as he 

~emarked one <by half laughingly to me, " If I 
had not been so, I should never have got this 
work started and going. And certainly, if he 
was an autocrat, it was a paternal autocracy 
he wielded, an autocracy really based on love. 
This explains his marvellous power with the 
leaders of the movement till the end. From his 
sick-bed at Kubri Kubba, from his death-bed 
at Abnub, he was sending rescripts. and the 
rescripts were obeyed! Still, it cannot be 
denied that there were weak points in this 
method, and that by reason of these traits he 
was not easy to work with, He was bad 
on committees therefore; " .. Aristo"caused, rather 
~han prevented, friction and excitement. All 
of which would explain why the school move­
ment flourished en his time rather than 
the college. 

But, he had the great merit of openness; 

and he was easy to entreat. He could not 

abide crookedness, and he spoke out. Hence 

indeed, some of these outbreaks. But he was, 

generally the first to apologize, and to take the 

. lead in making up the frequent quarrels which; 

with such a man, in such cir~umstances, \vere 

inevitable. Decidedly we may say that the 

very weaknesses of this man were "the defects 

of great qualities"; and that, as we look back 

at them, we find none of them hateful, none of 

them mean or ugly;- rather"'they were things 

on which we dwell with friendly amusement, 

as much as we d well with true admiration on 

his great virtues. 

Oh Basili, our friend! thou art gone! gone 

'though we needed thee more than ever! Shall 

we see thy like again? Nevertheless, since the 

work was not thine but thy Lord's, let Him 

raise up from among thy brethren and thy 

nation those who will carry it on, carry it on 

even unto the goal: the Colleges for Christ! 

. the Old Church for Christ! Egypt for Christ! 
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anti confess tl~e services of So-and-so", he said, 
alluding to some 'suspect,' "so long as ever he 
goes on helping and doing us good. Shall I. 
because of fear of one who !las never helped 
us at all, disown another who has never done 
anything but help us I That would be simple 
cowardice." When a thing was right; Basili 
went right through with it. And his frankness 
in working with friendly {lOll ~ Oopts, even when 
that policy was unpopular, was paralleled 
later, during th<:: time of political excitement, 

when he refused to dissociate himself from 
friendly foreigners, even when that too was 
liable to expose him to hostile criticism. It must 
not be thought that he resented criticism. But 
he never could be intimidated by it. It will be 
understood from all this that he held strongly, 
sometimes almost fanatically, his views, 
especially his Church views; but tbough a 
strong, he ,vas 1)ot an unfair, opponent. He 
appreciated his opponent's positioll, and he 
admitted his spirituality, even when he 
attacked him for some thing of which he could 
not approve. He could pray and work with 
a man for his spirituality, -even though he re­
served the right to go for him furiously if he 
thought the latter was injuring his beloved 
church. 

Naturally, such a character was not a per­
fect one. He har] a touch of fanaticism about 
him and he admitted this. For what one 
thought very il1sufficient cause, how these 
eyes would sparkle fire, the dark skin glow, 
the white teeth flash Ollt, and the words pOllr 
like a raging torrent with unheard of velocity! 
I used to chaff h}m about this, and even once, 
in a friendly way and hnmorously, lampooned 
him in verse :-

'Ilf the LOl"C1 of Men and JiUllS will, maY':'l thou renmin, 
o Al'ibtoJ, alone alld,11lliqllc of thy kind ,.: 

T110ll showest U~ llualities that astound this g~lleration, 
the qualities of Arbto, unheard of except in thce!:-

All defence, whell no onc attacks; all fire, 'when no one 
kindles; and the \'oiec of Aristo illfuriatiJl~" _ Imanel at 
thee! " 

This amused him (for he liked fun); but 
after some days he told me he had been 
thinkillg over the friendly admonition, to see 
whether it was justified, or how far it should 
be taken to heart! and there is no doubt that in 
his later years he became mellower and more 
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I remember he once said to me, "Why cannot 
we have a society - unorganised - simply a 
group of close friends in Christ who would 
stand by each other in everything, and on 
whom"their leader could call for any service, 
to the glory and for the service of Christ 
alone?" And I believe that he had some on 
whom he could so call. We also talked of what 
might be the name of sllch a society. It 
chanced that jllSt then was raging one of the 
numerous storms which this work, and this 
worker, had so often to go through; and -so 
this name was suggested - " The Society of 
Welcome to the C/'08S, " "Welcome!" not 
toleration simply, but welcome. It reminded 
olle of Paul's "Therefore I take pleasnre ill 
afflictions ... for Christ's sake: for when I am 
weak, then am I strong", It was very notice­
able how much at home, how in his own 
elementl Basili was in a conversation like 
that one. 

As for his enthusiasm for the Bible, the 
title of the society he founded is sufficient 
~itness. It was his daily study: say, his 
incessant study, for he invariably carried a 
pocket edition of the New Testament, and on 
any or every occasion he would have it out 
and refer to its warn pages. 

(4) His steadfastness and perseverance. 
This has already been sufficiently described 
"but let it be mentioned again here, for it is the 
quality which it is hardest for a leader to find 
in Egypt, and which will be the most necessary 
of all in the days that are coming, When Basili 
took a thing up, he did not let it go, 

(s) His moral courage. Basili was a real 
man of principle. He held his principles 
strongly, both against his opponents-that was 
easy,- and his friends, - that was sometimes 
more difficult, Owing to circumstances, this 
Student Movement was sometimes not beloved 
by some of the leaders of the Orthodox Church, 
and this made many of the members averse to 
working with non-Copts, even those who had 
served the Movement most signally. Basili 
would have none of this timidity. He said that 
moral cowardice, especially if it involved in­
"~atitude, neVer did any good, -ur will stick to 
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(4) The founding of a "hostel", or resi­

dence, for students in Cairo. This is at present 

housed in the same building with the club­
house .. 

These organising achievements, cOl1sider­

a ble though they were, especially when 

it is rernem.bered that his effort was main­

tained despite a hundred discouragements, 

do not give any complete idea of the man or 

the worker. Let me sketch in a few trait. as 
they occur to me. 

(1) His prayeljuiness. I have emphasised 

his organising accomplishments, but let it be 

known that it was by, through, and after 

prayer that he really worked. He was a man 

of prayer. His projects were conceived, 

thought out, and executed in prayer. The 

numerous difficulties. oppositions, discourage .. 

ments, apparently impossibJedead-locks, were 

faced and overcome by prayer. At the Summer 

Camp, if things were not going well, or he was 

disappointed in the conduct or progress of some 

student, he would wander with some chosen 

friend out into. the starlit or moonlit desert, 

and there the friends would pray the difficulty 

through, or the obstructor into acceptance, on 

their knees upon the sand. At such times one 

~knew that Basili's prayers were truly spoken 

to God. 

(2) His love for men. How many a 

student could testify to the interest Blsili took 

in him, to his practical ~ympathy for him, and 

his life, and his spiritual and moral difficulties. 
He was a kind of father to those young friends 

of his, and this is one reason why 11e was more 

successful in the Secondary School section of 
t~e Movement than with the Higher College 

section. The latter never quite flourished as 

much as he hoped it would, as he year by year 

hopec! it would. Let us hope it will one day 
flourish, so that the Egyptian Movement may 
come completely into line with the Movements 

of other great student countries. 

(3) His spirituality. Basili knew some of 

the very deep things of the Gospel of Christ 
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had an oven.,helming maj )l-ity; lccu'Jdh', 

their net:-d was so very much more S(~rious than 

the admittedly well-eared-for Evangelicals; 

and thirdly, because only sO could a spiritual 

revlval in the old hbtoricchurch be carried out, 

a thing which all broadmitlded Chrisdans, 

whatever their opinio!15, wc,uld agl"ee to be 

supremely desirable, 11ar the most necessary 

thing of all for Christianiiy i!l Egypt. At the 
time it is hardly possi ble Ie dOll bt he was right. 

Thus was founded the Egyptian Students' 

Christian Movement, for which the name 

"Friends of the Bible" W3~ cLosell, in order to 

avoid unthinking suspicion from_ thoEe to 

whom the words "Student J\lovc-lnent" night 

convey a wholly wrong impression. It was, 

therefore, under God, the we·rlc of this Egyp­

tian. No foreigller can claim th;,t Le starltd 

it, or even had any great share in &tarting it, 

still less in running it. We have seen that he 

had the idea even before :I1:r. Thornton ,poke 

to him about it, that visiting Englar.d W,lS his 

own plan and his Own bm·de-l, and that when 

he returned he was and continued to be the act­

ualleader both in planning and doing. No 

foreigner has contributed more than encourage-

ment and advice. Basili was not sue h a :imall 

man as to forego that form of help. He was big I 

enough to invite it and enjcy it, as we shall &ee. r 
I 

But this fact, so far fram l'egating his II 

originality, really Was anoth"r element of it. 

The following are among the most notahle 

of the enterprises started by this pionf'er in 

connection with the "Friends of the B.ble" 

Society -

(I) The Summer Camp, for the holding 

of an annual conference for leaders of the 

movement and Christian ~tudents ip general; 

(2) The introduction of a scheme of dailJi 
Bible-study, with valuable daily nbles; 

(3) The halping of weekly meetings for 
students, not only at the c~ntral premises, but 

also, by the leave ~f headlilaslers, in the cl<!ss­

rooms of sonie of the schou Is lhemsel ~'es, after 
sellool hours ; 
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students and school-boys in Britain. We 
arrived in London in May. and between that 

time and the autumn he studied Chdstian work 
in the colleges themselves, the summer camp 
for college-men, summer camps for school­
boys, sp,cial sea-side services br children; 
and in "ddition saw several re~)resentative 

English Christian leaders, especitlly the late 
Bishop of Salisbury (Dr Wordsworth), a great 
man and a devoted friend of tile Eastern 
Churches and of all Eastern Churchmen 
travelling in England. 

He tLus made the very most of this unique 
opportunity, which ai((s was never to recur 
again; a ·ld on his return to Egypt he started 
vigorously applying what he had learned; for 
he now had a thought-out plan, which he 
pursued with the utmost pertinacity to the end. 
His steadfastness was perhaps his most 
admirable trait. 

He hact from the first seen that in Egypt a 
Christian Student Mov',ment must inevitably 
include, and begin with, sshool-boys-especially 
scholars -of the Seconeary Schook Indeed it 
had been the deplor;,ble condition of the 

spiritual lives and opportunities of tile Christian 
students in the Government Secondary Schools 
that had f'.red him to the work originally. And 
he saw, furtLer, that it must include efforts for 
~ 

the Primary School boys as well. But he knew 
that the ultimate aim must be the students of 
the High, r Colleges. But Basili, it addition to 
being an earnest, spiritual, and charitable 
Christian, was also an ardent Copt, a member 
of the old Orthodox Church. So from the very 
outset one of his chief motives in founding this 
movemem was admitted to be the levival of the 
Orthodox Coptic Church, and of loyalty to her 
among her sons, For this reason, altilough all 
other Student Movements, and the World's 
Federation which unites them all, are organized 
on a neutral non-ecclesiastical basis, Basili 
insisted ILat the Egypthn movement should be 
an except,on, and te dcfi,litely Orthodox; first 

;-
because the proportion of Orthodox st\ldents 
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,~, 

friendships, and particularly with Basili Butrus. 
I found that a seed-thought, which Mr. 
Thor;,ton had dn'pped in his mind, was already 
putting forth a living shoot. for it had fallen 
into prepared soil. Or perhaps it would be 
truer to say that Basili had already had the 
idea, and that tbe suggestion of Mr. Thornton 
gave him the impetus to develop it; namely, 
spiritual work among school boys and stu­
dents; the starting of a definite, organized 
movement, like tbose that had heen long 
started in all student countries,which should be 
a home and a centre of effo;t for all spiritual 
Christians in the schools and colleges. The 
lack of such work, of such an organization, 
was the gravest defect in the -Christian life of 
the ccuntry. Thornton had noticed this, and 
had pointed it out to Basili. And Basili had 
set himself with extraordinary energy, and a 
persistence which never ebbed till life itself 
ebbed, to remedy tbat defect. To this task he 
dedicated himself in 1907, and it is safe to say 
that ill his remaining fourteen years of life it 
filled eyery one of his waking hours. He 
simply lived for this vocatiml, and for Christ 
who called him to it. 

The years I908 and I909 were spent in 
planning, and preparatory experiments, but by 
1910 something was in being; and Basili 
determined at once to execute his purpose of 
visiting Britain, in order to study the Student 
Christian Movement in that country at first­
hand. His English was meagre, hut he took 
great pains for some montbs before be sailed 
to make it a marketable quantity, and it was 
wonderful how far he made his little go. His 
financial preparation for so expensive a trip 

-Was also meagre, and I have reason to believe 
that in his consuming enthusiasm for his idea 
he crippled himself financially, so that it may 
be said tbat his family is feeling the result even 
to-day. I had the pleasure of accompanying 

- him 10 my native "ountry (it was the first time 
he bad left Egypt or been on the seas I), and 
of introducing bim to many friends and to the 
heads· of the various Movements among 
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BASIL( BUrRUS. 
By his friend W.H.T. GAIRDNER. 

Just as our 1:18t number was going 10 press, 

came to us the a nnouncement that the 1abours 

and long illness of BASIL! BUTRUS had termin­

ated by the will of heavenly Providence .As I 
had the honour of the friendship of tbis 1113.11 to 

a no common degree, it is a sacrerl duty to 

his tn.emory, to the many read,'rs of this 

magazine, and to myself, to write something 

about what I knew of his life and work, to the 

glory of God. 

I do not hesitate to say that Bosili Butrus 

was one of the gt'eatest Egyptians of his day, 

because of his determination of will, po\ver ir: 

action, persistence, ar!d spirituaiity. This 

combination of qualities is very rare, but this 

man had the combination. I cannot speak 

about the early part of his life and wvrk, and 

it is to be hoped that some who knew him 

at these stages w.ill write about them, for it is 

important to kno~v just W~1at were Ihe influen­

ces which contributed to his c·utstonding; 

character. But I have knowil him since 1907, 

the year of the death of the founder of this 

magazine, the Rev. D.:V1. THORNTON. It was in 

cQnnect\on wilh thai great blow and sorrow 

that we became known to each other, for in 

the last ye"r of his life Mr. Thornton had got 

to know intimately a circle of young Copts,both 

in Cairo and in the provinces, who were pro­

minent in spiritual, constructive work for the 

historic Onhodox Church. He had perceived 

the powers and poSsibilities of these men and 

was looking forward to co-operating with them 

and, encouraging them forward. After his 

death I had the privilege of inheriting these 

------------------
(...I.: tK:,- v \, ,jlJ» 

( ;" J"'; Jt>JI U! .... ~I ~-"!. -\.., !4! ) 
",,\..;1 01 ~ll! ,;r:11 J r'~ ~\, ... ~~ \.;,;.L, - '-" 

~I,; ':1 G~). ~I ..\;..\~ ->.11 "';'..r'; (J" ~.r~ i~)1 
0' (.jJl J>-ijl 0." ~-:. l.l I)a;" ~I..\.....JI ~l:.JI 

,)~) .j~ ,).; (J"..\Ai1 ~~ 0' 01 v r ~:ll 4;1..l,a)1 -' -
'\> J "':;f l.F 4.J. -,..:51 01 LJ:,fi.:sJI ~I .j.,. .1) 

, . .11 ~ ..tl,.pJ,) 

fbi 0' 0iS' (J")"! .r~ 01 J~" ~~ Jjl JI" 
...:::;1..."),, <liJ.L:.,)'~ .j" <Ii,)I)..:..l;:I "j.J 0.r11 
..:..+:~I ~-' f~ ,';,)~ 0j.i .;; ... .:.;. ..:..lA..JI.j"J 

0~ j':1l t~101 J J; ':1) . ~¥ ~ J 'Sw 
';f 0' ,;" ....... :s..~ \~,;) <lJlrl) -.;\ •• 0' J,) ':11,;k!J1 

..:..~;1I J~ u.;; 01 rfl <y ';':1 JJ ':11,;~,) ':11 .::\); J 
~:..., i:, Qf.j:'C1" .~,;,l:11 J)\;. ':11 .j" ":"j,;'.i JI 

jJ~I • .i .. ($_;d>-llr;~IJI UIJ) I'.V 
M ~.. .. 

"\;J lJ',); u-All j..iJ1 -,..;kll iP.)I J"J .l<;ll,;b JI 

u-" Ii,») I 0':1 . ~.~ t.....11 ~ ,.r"'1 I • ..i.,.. y'i J<- \;.;).; . 
0' "'-'! 'i\:>- 0' .~ ':11 ~:..I\ J -"';~.; .;; 01s' lJ,;,;; 

..:..If:J..1 c.?J; 0' ~~':1!J '.J~l<ll J ,1U':11 0l:!11 ~ 

~:k:;;'\1 4s:JI .~> ':1 ~"JI J • .IIJ ~:J..I ,),)J...IJ ~J1 - . 
J~J1.::tl)1 J u.:;...1 .;; U:,j 01s'J .• ..I:~I ~,;l:ll 

J 0'(;. r'J,.;. (:~" ("to. 0)1.=: 01 -s~; r.:)ol~ .;11 

il,;CJI i,)~1 .::tlJI ;;.;1 ..... ...1.: ..::-~,;J .....:.;1 -sfi. ~/ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



HGod hath made of one blood all nations of me:o fer to dVI,.'e-U on aU the face of ~hc earth,'-

RIENT 
~t:CII).L.-AA 
A Montho/ Mom and Religious 
Mqga.tine estahlish..e..d 1905 

JUNE. 1921. (Vol. XVII.) 

EDITORS: 

Rev. Canon W.H.T. GAIRDNER, B.A. 
Rev. S.M. ZWEMER, D.D. 

RevAE.:E. ELDER. 

SUBSCRIPTION: 
20 P.T. il. Egypt,;) AbroaCI 25 'P:r. 
(5/' or $. 1.25) post·free. 

No.6. 

All business communications, and all J>ayments to be 
made to the Editors of Orient and Occident, 35 Sharia 
el-Falaki Cairo. ~1. No. 1339, 

Published by the A C:L.S.M. and printed at tile Nile Mission Preis. Cairo. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org



world, as well as in society, always is loss 
of talent, atrophy of one's powers and lack 
of reward. Our senses grow by exercise, 
our muscles become flabby through lack of 
use. The human mind is a machine which 
needs constant attention to be kept at its 
best. The man who has plenty to do is 
happy in his task. He is thick in the 
battle of life and wins. He has many irons 
in the fire and forges new weapons every 
day for conquest. He does not wait for 

opportu-nity to turn up, but makes op­
portunity for himself. The remedy against 
sloth, as against other sins, is found in its 
opposite virtues, diligence, activity, vigilance. 

"Know", says AI-Ghazali, in his Al- Bada­
yat, "that the night and day consist of 
twenty-four hour~. Let therefore your sleep 
during the night and the day be not more than 
eight hours; for it will suffice you to think 
after you have lived sixty years that you 
have lost twenty years of it solely in 
sleep". 

How strenuous, how diligent, how full of 
purpose was the life of Jesus Christ. Men 
to-day are battling for an eight hour period 
of work. Jesus said, "Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? - I must work the work of 
Him that sent me, for' the night cometh when 
no man can work". His whole life of ceaseless 
activity is summed up by Olle of his disciples in 
these words: "He went about doing good". He 
had no leisure so much as to eat, His days were 
spent in working miracles and teaching, his 
nights in prayer. The story of one Sabbath 
at Capernaum, as given in Mark's Gospel, 
astonishes us by its utter strenuousness, and 
its ur,selfish exertion. Life is a battle and 
there is no room on the battle-field for slug­
gards. The development of character, the 
progress of learning, the reform of society, 
the uplift of humanity, the salvation of the 
world, await men and women who will 
cast aside all sloth and gird tliemselves for 
unselfish, untiring, ceaseless service. 

(S. M. ZWEMER). 
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the branches. The movement of their limbs 

is almost as slow as the hands on the dial 

. of the clock." 

Armchair sloth, however, and animal 

laziness are not the worst forms of inactivity. 

Mental sloth is far more common. The mind 

well trained is alert and active, full of vivacity 

and energy; hut the mind of the idler and 

drone is half asleep. It occupies itself only 

with. those matters which require no effort. 

A glance at the morning paper and inHmate 

knowledge with the engraved ·symbols on a 

. pack of playing cards are the total extent 

of its mental horizon, from sunrise to sunset. 

And what shall we say of spiritual sloth; 

of the man too lazy to think of God or to 

pray, and so to grow spiritually strong. The 

wickedness of sloth is that it undermines 

character, destroys' influence, and finally 

ruins life. The man of lazy habits is not 

desired in the modern world, where Push 

and Pull are written on every doorway, and 

. where time is reckoned by seconds. The 

idler, the loafer, the sluggard and the loit­

terer in tbe market place sit in the cafes 

or go to sleep at tbeir post. Not for them 

are the high prizes of life. Theodore Roosevelt 

characterised the present call for a life of toil 

and diligence in one of his great books 

enti~ed "The Strenuous Life." He practised 

whai he preached, and often in his hours 

of leisure did the work of six other men. 

The libr;ry which he carried with him on 

his African hunting expedition, by its very 

titles of so many and such worthy books, is 

a rebuke to those who never read even 

'",bile at borne. 

1bl' peqaltr of sloth in the bqsiness 
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his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to 

bring it again to his mouth." (Prov. 26 : 13·r6) 

"I went by the field of the slothful and 

by the vineyard of the ,man void of under­

standing": and, 10, it was all grown over 

with thorns, and nettles had covered the 

face thereof, and the stone wall was broken 

ldown. Then I saw, and considered it well 

I looked upon it and received instruction . 

. Yet a little slumber, a little folding of the 

hands to sleep. . ." (Prov. 24: 30·33) 

A greater than Solomon has taught us 

that sloth is not a weakness of habit but 

the climax of guilt. It is Jesus, in one of 

his great parables, who designates the man 

that neg/ects his talents, that buries his oppor· 

tunities, that is indolent in his enterprise and 

remiss in his duties, as a wicked and slothful 

servant. 

How great are the varieties of sloth! 

How many are its causes! Physical sloth 

is never attractive. The human body is so 

supple, so marvellously contrived for every 

variety of movement and exertion, that we 

love to see it in action rather than in repose. 

In our menageries one may see a South Ameri­

can animal called the sloth from its awkward 

and clumsy movements. When first discovered 

in Brazil; an early traveller described this 

ungainly. brute, which lives in trees and 

resembles a clumsy monkey, "Here in Brazil," 

he wrote, I'is a beast so ~low in motion that 

in fifteen days he cannot go further than a 

man can throw a stone, whence the Portugese 

call it Sloth. There are more than twelve 

dift'erent species of this lazy animal. . They 

.are helpless when on the ground and seem 

at home only in the trees suspended, beneath , 
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J-Cli 
and scorpions were the chief animals, and 

there was no man, or mammal, or reptile' 

or fish. Then came the age of fishes, then 

of animals like the frogs, then the reptiles 
• 

all of these in turn becoming the biggest 
I 

and strongest, only to be replaced by others 

which ruled them in their turn. Finally came 

the mammals, very different at first from what 

they are now, smaller at first, then growing 

larger and larger till we have some such as 

elephants and camels. Last of all came Ma n 
• 

weaker in body than all, but mightier in 

mind, the great connecting link between the 

Animal World and that Spiritual World of 

which God is the centre and the inspiration. 

THE WICKEDNESS OF SLOTH 

In a sultry climate, and when the wind 

brings' lassitude and laziness on its wings 

the average person is not inclined to the 

strenuous life. Those who dwell in the torrid 

zone and in southern lands think they have 

some excuse for habits of ease and hours 

of slumber. How easy it is in summer-time 

to nod and yawn and go to bed: and yet 

it was an Oriental who wrote the strongest 

words against sloth. In the Proverbs of 

, Solomon one may collect a necklace of 

pearls on this subject. The picture is perfect; 

the characteristics of the' slothful man are 

unmistakeable : 

"The slothful man saith, There is a lion 

in the way; a lion is in the streets. Asthe 

door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the 

.lothful upon his bed. The slothful hideth 

_z 
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works of God are usually carried out by 

slow means and by small instruments We 

have reason to believe' that most parts of 

the earth are either slowly sinking beneath 

the sea or rising above it. In the first case 

the sea gradually advances over the land, 

wearing away the rocks, filling the valleys 
as it does in such countries as Scotland and 

Norway where you can go by steamer up 

narrow sea-passages between beautiful hills. 

In other places, where the sea is retiring, earth is 

rising from the sea, and all those materials 

which were brought down by the rise gradually 

becom'e dry land. 1 he sands becomes sand­

stones; the muds become clays; and the little 

shells form a white rock which we know as 

limestone. It is by changes like this that we find 

hills like the Mokattams, now far above the sea, 

full of the remains of sea·animals. If you go to 

the quarries north of the Citadel, you will find 

remains of crabs, and other animal shells, man:? 
of them very different from those now living. 

In fact we learn from our study of the earth 

that not only has it undergone slow changes 

of this kind, but that the very life itself 

has been changing. In all countries you 

find that the earth is made up of different 

materials, lying the one on the top of the 

other. usually in regular layers or bands; and 

in the lowest bands. when they have shells 

in them, these are different from those in 

the layers which are higher up. And in some 

places, ~here rivers have flowed out to se,a, 

they have carried with them animals drowned 

during floods, the bones of which have fallen 

down to the bottom and become covered by 

mud. In this have been kept for us remains 

of the animals which lived on the earth 

in early days. 

We have learnt by ways. which it would 

take me many hours to explain, that each 

group of animals, beginning from the lowest, 

has a time} when it was the principal one 

on: earth. :-At one time~ animals like ~crabs 
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a hard stone bed is met, there the rain 

cannot act so strongly, and you get a little 

step in the valley. or sometimes quite a high 

one. Every rain takes away some small 

parts of the hills, and carries them down 

into the plains; the broken material is laid 

down as soon as the water can carry it no 

further, forming the terraces which border 

the Nile Valley, near Helwan for example. 

But part of the smaller material is car­

ried to the river, and you will notice. after 

a great rain, that the river is very much 

coloured. This is due to fine matter mixed with 

the water which is carried out to sea, so that 

for many kilometres north of the Delta the 

whole sea is dirt-coloured instead of heing 

a beautiful blue. The red mud of the Nile 

is of this nature. 

But all this is not lost. It settles down into 

the sea; while other material, a chemical 

substauce called carbonate of lime, of 'which 

the rocks near Cairo are composed, is car-.. 

ried on with the water further out. There 

hundreds of little 'animals, looking like specks 

of jelly, and so small that we can only see 
them with the microscope, are ready to take 

this carbonat" of lime, and make their little 

sheUs out of it. So if we could look under 
the sea, we should see, near the land, sand 

falling down to the bottom, further out 

fine mud or clay, and still further out the 

animals with the shells. When these die, the 

little shells also sink, to form a white mud. On 

which move many sea-animals, such as crabs 

and sea-urchins. 

Bu: you must remember that the earth 
if not keeping still. In places it is being 
shaken by great earthquakes. But the greatest 

4f ... II.)~~1 ..;.~ Li~),:,-j)J..)lI...:,....J1..1 
u"'-"!. is; ~ 1 l.il) ~ ~ l~ _1!.:i:!1 c:.l.:..J)I 

;...yj ..... ~))lI-j .~?)I.~;.... .. :A.A;'/0l:>)l1 

J~IJI 4: Jft.) J)\:II0' .~I ~ ..... l.1 ~ 

.~.l.1 cf:-S )I 0~ J • .,...GI ~I)I.~ ...,.-_/ ::\l;".) 

J::II (pi) ...... l:l.I a J . ..:.,i.A;)1 0)2,...:,. ~ 
'" . 

- .:,1,,(> 0' ~.} 

..:!.U.ll.",;r:JI .~..6\:;'; ,-,:UI ~I).I .~ ~ jJ) 
~ r:,L. ~I.\.. • .1 • .:,;,)1 )l\...)l1 Jl.. ..I.! )l.:ll is/. 

.ltl C I?/.-.:,I -=-:1' '1 <ill ~..\ll ":"1).iJ! .~ ~,:,ip.1 

~ r;ll.l:, 0.1 is./· ....,...~lljj,) .r:J1-j ....,......; -=..: ... 
-';)jl 0)(.:,1 J~ ~. l:UI JI.:! ..:.,Ip)§ ~ 
l-r.1""""£ lc'1':'l.:.:AJI.:,~1 .~I J::l1.l,..) _. ~ 

:~)I·..ir 

.r:JI JI ~)-" is; JI ~I,ll • ..il" ...:}J) . . 
~Iy ::\l:,...) oI<o~ J ::\~ ....,.....j ). 'is-\.. ~..i; )I 

~ ~ 0 1).#.-1 ':"~J'.5i w.,tO' is}-1 ~)L5 
F v .-

J~ 1 JI \';".1 .l:J.1 If...-:! • ..iIb (.,;1" L<l1 0' ~.) \ )j..al i 

~..\ll ..:.,~~! ..;,..:.,\!... ~ _ J) '11 ..;' ~i 

)II .~)I 0,:.JI \"j-- '1) i)U1 J..;; ":.!i .~I 
1;1) l';I..\) ly: • .:,)0 C.~(il )u.:.tl) y)G'p~ 
, ? 

)ll.) ~~ ..;,t::,} is./. ·ttl <Y' ~":! 0w)lI-';fi.1 

• ..i_1" (~II --:.,., .~A:k \"..\"!) y,,-} JI.JL.. 
l~ Wl..,v ~I .~) t,;I-Iuo1 -j ~l.. ~..\ll ..:.,~~I 

~;Itl ":"~j:~I0' .~:..( &'I"~[J' uA:!il::k.:,ft 
. ,;" .. :11 ..i;l;;) .:,lJ..rol1 J.-

.-1...1, :UL,.. J<- ~:i~ ..::-~ u=-) ~I .:,1 r).l.1 0''' . 

01 fl.-~::r- Iy. ..... )1 Jj)ljlllb,:,t: ;~ j\i ~ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol.XVg 1st July 1921. NO.1. 

GOD'S WORLD. 

(Resume of a lecture delivered by Dr. W. F. HUME. Direct1;lr of 

the Geologlcal Museum in Egypt, atthe C.M.S, Hospital, Old Cairo). 

The world we know is a proof of the 

immensity of God's powers. Astronomy has 

failed to limit space; the study of the earth 

itself has failed to limit time. The earth is 

undergoing constant birth, decay, and resur­
rection ; every day a change is taking pia c •. 

The sun, shining down on the rocks, heats 

them, then perhaps they are suddenly cooled. 

The result is tha.! they get cracked, and if 

one walks across the desert we can in many 

places see stones of every size still having 

their old shape, but so cracked that they 

are ready to fall to pieces. If any of you 

go to the top of the Mokattam or Helwan 

hills, you will find such pieces all over the 
ground. 

Then comes rain. It finds these pieces 

and finer dust ready to carry away. It 

reaches down every valley, and sweeps all 

the ground away till a harder surface is 

reached. Then it cannot wear things so 

quickly, the rain follows the hard surface, 

and, as a' result, we have the flat-topped hills 

that we know so well in Egypt. But here 

and there are cracks in the hard ground, 

which may have softer earth underneath. 

The rain, '!loving quickly, eats out these cracks; 

then pieces from the siqe fall in, and we 

gradually have a miley formed, which gets 

deeper and deeper. At every place wherp, 
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everything outside him \:vhich would promote 

impurity. But a negative policy of separa· 

tion from sources of temptation invariably 
proves inadequate. Beside this, it is necessary 

to make a practice of cultivating such friend· 

ships and assimilating such influences, as will 

contribute to the ennobling of thought and life 

by surrounding oneself with tbose friends, those 

books, those pictures, those forms of recreation, 

which will raise the condition of mind and body 

to their highest pitch of efficiency and strength. 

To this end there has been developed in this 

country a movement, under the name of the 

Alliance of Honour, whose purpose it is to 

uflite the youth of this land in a really effective 

campaign against personal and social impur· 

ity. By its means it i. hoped to raise up just 

those influences which will enable young 

men to pass through school and city, without 

SUllying their character or losing their good 

name. 

Nor is this an impossible aim. By proper 

discipline of the body, by amelioration of 

environment, by meticulous watching over the 

thoughts of the mind, but above all, by the 

daily cultivation of fellowship with God 

through his Spirit, it is within the range of 

everyone to maintain the inestimable treasure of 

a pure life, till the day comes, when, at the right 

time, man co-operaJes with God in the great 

privilege and responsibility of carrying on the 

process of creation, and the pure smiling face 

of a healthy child rewards the glad heart of 

its father and more than compensates. for 

all the self·denial which a clean pure life has 
demanded. 
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There is no other way to victory known 

to us. The possession of the soul by God can 

alone effect the subjugation of bodily 

impulses to a higher purpose. Nevertheless, 

so delicat,e and so intricate is the inter­

relationship between mind and body, that 

we may do not a little by the careful training 

of the latter to facilitate the supremacy of the 

former. Careful attention to food and to the 

ordinary laws of health, avoidance of over­

eating, of drugs, of alcoholic liquors, of 

excessive smoki"g, the taking of abundant 

exercise, all these contribute towards keeping 

the body in a healthy condition, and [educing 

the resources of the enemy, Common sense 

prompts us to utilize every such mea ns for 

increasing the tendencies which predispose 

towards the effective control of the body by 

the mind. 

But not less important than the care of the 

body is the need for guarding the mind 

against those external forces which would tend 

to lure it from its willing service of a divine 

indwelling spirit. All men are influenced by 

their environment and associations to an extent 

which it is difficult to measure. All are 

inclined to become assimilated in character 

to the company they keep. And so, if a man 

persists in spending his time ~in the presence 

of those whose thoughts and Ii ves are impure, 

if he continues to frequent those places 

of amusement and of recreation where 

immorality is publiclj displayed, if he 

feasts his eyes on pictures and his mind ci-n 

stories of an inflammatory character, is it 
surprising that be finds himself opening the 

gates of his mind to a flood of passionate 

thoughts and impulses, which he cannot 

afterwards control? 

It is well nigh impossible to overstress the 

importance of these considerations. -It is 

essential that everyone who is determined to 

gain the victory over everything impure within 

himself should cut himself clearly adrift' from 
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did not claim to have achieved the victory in 
their own strength. Recognizing the frailty 

of their human nature, the weakness of their 

own character, the feebleness of their will, 

they have laid hold on One who is mightier 

than they. They have explored the possibilities 

of a union of the soul with its Maker in 

fellowship, in prayer, in service, whien has 

revived their drooping spirits, reinvigorated 

their enfeebled will, and reconstituted their 

better nature. "By the grace of God," each 

says "I am \-vhat I am." 

Far then from God beillg the cause of 

defeat in this searchillg struggle, He alone is 

the hope of victory. It is not within the range 

of human power to establish the supremacy of 

these yearnings of the finite for the infinite 

over the impulses and instincts which retard. 

"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and 

renew a right spirit within me." God alone 

can infill the soul with an overcoming, all­
victorious spiritual power. Apart from God, 

victory is impossible. 

And daily experience confirms these 

pronou.l1cements of faith and of spiritual 

intuition. For the mind can never be a blank, 

nor can the personality' ever be free from 

desires and aims. Good thoughts expel evil 

thoughts, good desires drive away impure 

desires-and through the cultivation of the 

higher and nobler aspects of life, the lower 

aspects can be put into their rightful and 

subordinate place. And those, whose lives are 

devoted to the best in life, to the holy, to the 

pure, to the true. to the noble, to faith and hope 

and love, to all that is associated with the name 

of God, those have their minds and hearts 

filled with a spirit, whose illumination dispels 

the darkness of the mean and the bestial, those 

can draw on the infinite resources of the grace 

of God, arid gain a power of control over 
thought and desire, which drives away the 

phantoms of a sullied imagination and of a 

lustful heart. 
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detrimental to the health of the body. To tbis 

we might rejoin by an appeal to the experience 

of the continent. Who yet has suffered in 
health through his restraint? And, on the 

other side, what man is there who has given 

free play to his passions, who has not 

experienced a lassitude of body, an inability 

for mental concentration, a de-toning of the 
nervous system, and, above all, a sense of 
spiritual and general dissatisfaction, which no 
momentary pleasure can either compensate for 
or replace? But, further, we ha ve the support 

of a unanimous medical verdict, that the 
strength dissipated through indulgence is 
required for the sustenance and building up of 

the body, and that both mind and body suffer 
from the predominance of passion. 

No, the truth is that it is not the belief 
that incontinence is beneficial which leads men 

astray hut the fact that they find this struggle 
making demands on the power of resistance 
of their will which they cannot meet. The 

claims of passion become more imperious, as 
she is indulged. Men thus come to an end of 
their patience and fortitude and, abandoning 
the struggle, give way to their inclinations 

attributing their defeat to the constitution of 
their body and the will of God. Yes, God 
who has made them thus, is, they say, 

responsible for their deeds. Yet. what a 

strange conception of the universe such a 
conclusion implies! It presupposes as the 
originator of the world a God who of His free 

'will has formed man in such wise that he 
must be the slave of his passions, unable to 
fulfil the highest ambitions of his better 
nature, unable to deny the urgings of an 

animal passion-a man's immortal soul is held 
Supinely captive by a morlal frame! 

But is this true? Have men never been 

pure 1 Can men never be pure? Are there 
not recorded in every age the lives of men 
who have fonght this same battle against 

impurity and won it? These were men who 
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forbidden-and the battle is well-nigh lost. 

Soon the serpent of impurity begins to hiss its 

foul jokes from unchaste lips and ere long it 

strangles shame and stings the body to 
shameless deeds, 

But can we escape from the treacherous 

allurements of a weak human nature? Resist 

though we do, we afe constantly being 

charmed away from OUf good resolutions by 

the bright promises of pleasure, which in­

dulgence dangles before us, All of us know 

only too well the slumbering fires of passion 

within. But to be aw.are of them is a VEry 

different thing from giving way to them. The 

very- stmggle to master them is God~s own 

appointed method of developing character. 

No man ever yet became great without a 

struggle. Opposition whets the spirit and calls 

forth latent powers of character and goodness. 

There is nothing to be afraid of, nor ashamed 

of, in recognizing the intensity of the conflict. 

The only thing to blush at is defeat. Should 

these fires of passion gain the mastery! they 

will consume the body and the soul in a verit­

able he!! of physical and spiritual misery. This 

is the greatest fight in life, the fight for self-' 

mastery' and self-control. The Greeks crowned 

the gateway of their famous temple with the 

exhortation i'Know Thyself.') But greater far 

than self-knowledge is self-victory, And few 

nlen gain that victory entirely, Outbursts of 

temper, deceitfulness-these are ,but a few of 

the many forms in which an unsubdued un~ 

spiritual self raises its head against the 

dominance of a pure v,rill and a pure soul. 

It is "the monkey, the tiger, the ape," to use 

Tennyson's familiar simile, striving to have 

free course, and to break down the bars of 

their confinement. 

So intense is this struggle agaiI1st passion 

that some maintain that victory is utterly im~ 

possible, in _}act that God never intended 

us to exercise-such restraint and continence, 

that such self-control is unnatural, and even 
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build up a nation, strong in mind, in cha­

racter, and in moral purpose, from those who 

flaunt the simplest rules of hygiene and 

medicine. Nature cannot be played with. 

She unrelentingly takes her toll frol11 those 

who in&ult her. The body is the foundation, 

so to speak, of the building, which constitutes 

the personality. A flaw in the substructure 

renders the remainder of the edifice unsafe and 

Insecure, Hence the folly of those, who 

devote all their thought to the culture of the 

mind, and the so-called refinements of civili­

sation, and thi~lk that the utmost demands can 

be made on the powers of the body with 

impunity. Sooller or laler Nature will serve 

her bill, and require its payment to the last 

farthing. 

But while recognizing the supreme impor­

tance of this question from a medical and 

social standpoint, we are convinced that it is 

of little value to allow this problem of purity 
to centre round considerations of bodily health, 

'For, quite apart from the admitted truth that 

the soul is more important than the body. and 

therefore the saving of the soul is, in terms of 

ultimate value, of far greater significance than 

the saving of the body, there is another fact 

which forces us back from the consideration of 

the physical consequences of immorality to its 

counterpart in the thought and heart, and that 

. is the fact that the impure deed is but the 

external yisiole manifestation of an invisible 

impure character. Behind all actions lie 

thoughts and desires, To change co~,duct it 

js first necessary to change wishes and wants. 

The real battle-ground of all problems lies, not 

in the deed ano in the environment which 

. favours it, but within the compass of the intel-

lect, the imagination and the will. Hence the 

vital importance of guarding the thoughts, 

The subtle whispers of temptation begin there, 

Once let the imagination become polluted, once 

give impure thoughts liberty to run riot, once 

. cherish and suckle the desire to indulge in the 
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stamina, from which by a di-screet presenta­
tion of the facts they might have been saved. 

No apology, therefore, is needed for facing 
facts in print, which each has to face in daily 

life. If, however, this proposition is queried, 
it is only necessary to refer by way of justifi­
cation to the effects of the present policy of 

silence and secrecy, to the conditions actually 

prevailing in the schools-conditions known 
only too realistically to the teacher and 
educational authorities, and often completely 

baffling them:-and again to the appalling prac­

tices obtaining in the larger towns, where one 
has only to look beneath the smug prim veneer 

of twentietl! century civilisation to see the most 
ghostly tragedies of youthful degradation enact­

ed before one's eyes,and not merely enacted, but 
actually sBnctioned, condoned, and applauded. 

Nor is this picture one whit exaggerated. 

Abundant testimony has been forthcoming 

during the past six month. from the evidence 
of boys, of students, and of teachers them­
selves, of a state of affairs in these institutions 

where boys and youths congregate together, 
as to which the general public is either 
ignorant or blind or indifferent. And it is still 
more amazing and deplorable that many will 
even now persist in shutting their eyes and 
ears to any infoflD-ation regarding tbat awful 

system of org~nised immorality which is 
countenanced in the larger cities. The effects 
of school life and city life on the well-being 01 

the family do not come within the compass of 
otir present consideration. Suffice it to say. 
that the number of students who are under 
medical treatment, as a consequence of the 
habits into which they have drifted, lifts the 
whole problem from the sphere of the private 
and the personal into the realm of a national, 

nay, an international coneen). 

Nor is this surprising. A very elementary 
acquaintance with the subject of hy giene and 

. with the facts of the structure of the body 
would have assured us that it is impossible to 

\_rlt... J '" ~ :J,;)\l,,, ~>~ ~ Lr:l:-l., if ''1.y 
(,f)-I }-II, Y':"tl 1.(:11 uL<! <J v..;..i ~I 

,-:-,;,)1 0 , v-:i" ;J.:"j 4.:-::kll ;l:J..I 4! ..::. ....... iJ 

~I 'r it":. ....:....> ... J;J . 4rS' J<. ..jjh tr:~.J' 
~..l,. vbl" J ,:L~I 0' w,~ LSY' wi J+l:.IJ 

,.!l5;1 w'rG'1I<J 0'D ..l;J '-i;,'1ltI}J ~:i.>.:ll~ 

;J.AI~ ";;LAj..1 ~~, ~~:,.lli vbWI .~ ;lb. 0' 

. JA.:lI, 

"'" ~l:S J;~I .i .. 4,~~, J.)..i.. .::..; U"~IJ 
JjWl\.b. ."1,, • '-:-y'il <:I:>-J 0UIJ' lr: tJ.k~ ~I\ 
JI ul;;t1"tt:;I\JI~:l~ .)p';~lfl')lII~J-"" 
;':';_11 Ji.J> 'il" ,1;):.\ u""..;JG l(:il ~ .. l:-- 0"'::"~ 
J .. lkt" 0:.\.l.1 '11 41-~ '1 JI (f)...ul ;; ~';U')l 

L~) J. . t;..!"I,M.<J J)..I r2'iJ 1,)1.,.. u:.lll ~fil 

v~fl. J ~)UI ~)l.\ ul~)\.l.1 Jr ;).,;)'~ .)~j 

0!J.;:lI v"u. • .::...t. )k:ll .)f.'~ 0:.11 t...",- JI w...ul 

'U:.r::..11 0)11 ~::.IA J ..,.,)U.:I ':?'}~I .)\l.l\, ~;KI\ 

:i.e).!' (l;'~ );1:.1\ ~~ '.;I.:AII ..j).;} .~ ,::.j. 

<,? ;. J. 'j . l;;:" i i l. i(,f;' '-:: ~<,?j\;':'" ~,,;. d.h 
lJ:. j{J l~~: .)~, ..... L.. 

J~ '.1.>)11 v )I,;..w.; ~2\~')f"" .i...::.....:JJ 

0:1.1.1, ,-:\kJG .)'1" '11 ubl~ 0' .~ '11.;r!i cJI 

L~ l":~ JI ~l.U J .;UI JI.J> '11 0" ~i 
lr'" Ij'A:.;,,,1 ('WI (,f~1 4¥.: l~) Ijll 01~1" ;,')IJ)'I 
u:~ -.:.;\ ;.:.~.) '>';'.:0..] u...,;: ltJ lr: ~"!.'1 j 

. / 

0" ril)\ t---" (.~,o.\ u"VI Jo. w'Jl .j> WJf'"'_ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol. XVII. 1st September 1921. No.8. 

YOUNG MEN'S PROBLEMS 
PEIRSONAL PURITY. 

(BY S.A, MORRISON, M.A., OXE'ORD). 

The problem under consideration last 
month, that of "Religious Belief", appeared at 
first sight, from its title, to be pre-eminently 
an intellectual one, though on closer scrutiny 
it transpired that it concerned not the intellect 

only, but the whole personality. This month'~ 
problem is of a different type- it is essentially 

a practical one. Some men though not many­

at least not many of independent thought- _ 
are never perturbed by the apparently abstruse 

questions of the Ol'igin and nature of faith, and 
its basis in thought and character. None, on 
the other hand, completely escape from the 

necessity of facing, tuis other problem of 
personal purity. For it is a problem which 
presseS on the heart and life of every robust 

growing youth; it is a problem which to ignore 
is to covet defeat. 

Yet, in spite of the universality and 
urgency of this problem, in the lives of the 
most important members of the community­
the adolescents - there has been allowed, 

through a false conception of its character, to 
gather around it a veil of mystery, of morbid 
curiosity and ofwhi.pered half· truths, with the 
inevitable consequence that, instead of being 

dealt with frankly, freely, and naturally, it has 

become shrouded in secrecy and false shame , 
and an entirely undesirable and unworthy 
estimate of physical life has gained possession 

of the field. And what has been the result? 
Through the misunderstanding and ignorance 
thus engendered, men have drifted into habits, 

ruinous to both their health and their moral 
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Christ came to fulfil, not to destroy, the 
law. The la w of tooth for tooth, eye for eye, 
is superseded in His teaching by something 

greater. Even so, His sacrifice must 
supersede and be greater than all the 
sacrifices of the Old Teotament, and it was 
far greater because he was the Son of God. 

It was God giving Himself, for "God 
was in Christ." \Ve see it in nature. "Except 
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth 
much fruit." Life from death. The farmer 
Knows it every day. There must be death 
that there may be life. We see it in ani­
mal life, how the parent is so often ready 
to sacrifice herself in protecting her offspring. 
We see it in human life. How "flen the 
mother risks or even gives her life that another 
life may be. Anima I life is higher than plant 
life, aild human life is higher than animal life, 
but God is greater than all. So in Him we 
would expect the fulfilment of what we see 
imperfectly in His c~eations, for man was 
made in}he likeness of God. So in God, too, 
there must be life from death, and this is what 
we see in the death of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, on the Cross. 

Christ's sacrifice was nothing unless He 
~was the Son of God, but because He was the 
Son of God, therefore the Cross becomes the 
'power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Christ crucified, a stumblingblock,foolish­
ness,-power and wisdom. Which is it to you? 
Is it the rock on which you stumble and fall, 
or the Ro<;k on which you stand? 
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~..JI)~ .. 
not for Him. They say He did not die. 
"They did not kill him, they did not crucify 
him, but one was made like him to them". 
But we know He had to die. Yes, it is 
true He came to live a good life and to 
leave us an example as to how to live, but His 
main purpose in coming into the world was to 
Save sinners, and to save them by His death 
upon the Cross. His death was essential. In 
the creed of our faith we use the words, H Was 
crucified, dead and buried." 

Why is it not sufficient to say, "was cru-
. fied and buried"? We emphasise the fact that 
He died. It was not enough to put Him on 
the Cross and to take Him down again. He 
must die. Let us say with Paul, HI determined 
not to know anything"among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified." 

"To the Greeks foolishness." They were 
the clever people of those days, the most 
educated and advanced. And so it is today. 
The boy goes through school, and then to 
college, and takes his diplomas, and then thinks 
he knows everything. And what does he say 
about the Cross? It is nonsense, absurd, fool­
ishness. He has grown too clever for it. 
Many like Christianity and approve of Christ's 
teaching. They say the Sermon on the Mount 
is good. "Blessed are the p.ure in heart­
Blessed are the peacemakers-Love your 
neighbour as yourself." But no Cross. They 
say that God is merciful and that He will not 
demand punishment for sin; that the need 
for atonement is out of date. A man should 
live as well as he can and he will be all right.. 
This is their opinion, the result of their 
advanced and educated views, and they think 
there is no place for a Cross in the knowledge 
of the twentieth century. They have got 
beyond it. It is to tbem, as it was to the 
Greeks in those early days, foolishness. 

But there is no salvation in all this new 
teaciling. There is nothing that can help the 
one who knows. himself a sinner. For there 
mmt be a Cross. 

And mote; the One who hung upon that 
Cross, crucified, must be the Son of God. 
Nothing less can fulfil all. the prophecies. 
Nothing less can'save us, 
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healed she was always obliged to hide them 
from sight. The child heard the story with 
tears running down her cheeks and then she 
caught her mother's poor scarred hands and 
poured kisses upon them, exclaiming, "Why 
Mother, they are lovely hands! They are 
so beautiful I " 

Even thus it is that the Cross. instead of 
being a symbol of shame. becomes my glory, 
because on it Jesus died for me. We cannot 
over-emphasise the importance of the Death 
of J~sus Christ in the Christian religion. 
The Cross is the very centre of our 
faith. It was absolutely essential that Chri,t 
should die. All through the Old Testament' 
scriptures we see the thought of sacrifice­
atonement for sin by means of shedding of 
blood. "Without shedding of blood there is 
no remission." We see the many types which 
picture the ~oming Christ, in Joseph, Isaac, 
Jonah, and the rest. All show suffering, 
sorrow, pain, all picturing or pointing- to 
death and yet none of them complete. Joseph 
went down into the pit but he was brought up 
again alive. Isaac was actually on the altar 
and at the point of death but was saved with­
out dying. Jonah went into the whale's belly 
but came out alive, without undergoing death. 
No picture or type was complete till Christ 
came, and He not only suffered. and endured 
pain, but actually died upon the Cross, making 
ihe complete sacrifice. Take away the Cross 
from the Christian religion and nothing worth 
having remains. It is the heart. the kernel, of 
it all. It is nut sufficient to have a beautifully 
painted motor-car, with comfortable seats) if 
there is no engi~e within. It cannot move, 
there is no progress, no power, and you say 
jt is of no use. It is useless to have a gold watch 
with jewelled hands if it has no maillspring 
or no works within the case. You put it on 
one side as not fulfilling the purpose for which 
it was made. Even so it is true tliat 
Christianity depends on the Cross. There 
is no power in Christianity without the Cross. 
Yet many are not willing to accept this. "To 
the Jews a stumblingplock"; they could not 
accept it. And it is the same with the Moslems 
t"day. They will accept Christ, as Say yidna 
Isa. They acknowledge He was a sinless 
prophet. They will even accept a cross, but 
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their si!(n upon their masts the skull and cross­
hones, and this disgraceful symbol denoted 
their trade in murder and lawlessness. They 
were proud of it and could rejoice in it, but 
only because they had sunk to that level in 
character and morals. 

To all decent minds it was a hateful 
emblem of disgrace. And yet today we glory 
in the Cross, which signifies disgrace and 
shame! How can it be that the Cross, which 
originally was a symbol of dishonour, has 
come to be the sign of honour and love and 
pride among millions and millions of people 
throughout -the world today, and these too, 
not the lowest and depraved races, but among 
them the most educated and advanced and 
civilised peoples on the face of the globe! The 
Cross is honoured on every hand among these 
peoples. They put symbols of it in the prom­
inent places in their churches, and it is 
always a symbol of honour and love. The 
most coveted award among all the medals 
obtainable in the British army is the Victoria 
Cross, a little bronze medal only costing a few 
pence. Again, the mark of distinction among 
the German armies is the famous Iron Cross. 

How can we explain this transition from 
.hame to hall our, from hatred to love? The 
bllowing story helps to give us an explana­
tion of this fact. There was a certain lady 
whose hands had been so badly burnt and 
scarred that she was obliged to always wear 
;:loves, as the appearance of them was repul­
sive to ,he sight. One day her little daughter 
was Sitting by her side and it happened that 
she had not her gloves, so that the child '" W 

ner mother's hands for the first time. She was 
horrified at the sight and turned her face away, 
saying, "Oh Mother, what nasty horrid hands. 
Do cover them up quick. I cannot bear to 
look at them." Then the Mother told her 
daughter the story of what had happened. 
When the child was quite young, the house 
had caught fire and the mother had rushed 
in at the risk of her own life to save her child. 
She had caught her from the fbmes and 
covered, her face with her hands to protect the 
child's features from being burnt. She had 
saved her, but, in doing so, her hands had been 
so badly burneq that even when the wounds 
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Dated 5 th cen tury A. H. Another is the 
Kitil.b·ul-Ahjil.r by 'Util.rid bin Ma hmfid aJ 
Hasib, an author of the third century A. H., 
dated apparently 7th century A.H. 

An account of this wonderful Library has 
recently appeared in English from which we 
have borrowed some of our description. It is 
entitled "An Eastern Library" by V. C. Scott 

O'Connor, 1921. 
S.M. ZWEMER. 

THE REPROACH OF THE CROSS. 
by 

DR. R. B. COLEMAN 

of the 

C. M. S. HOSPITAL, OLD CAIRO. 

"We preach Christ Crucified, unto the Jews 
a stumblingblock and unto the Greeks foolish­
ness; but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God." 1 Cor. 1: 23, 24. 

Christ crucified - a stumblingblock -
foolishness-power and wisdom! The subject 
before us is the re'proach of the Cross, for 
undoubtedly the Cross is, originally at least, a 
reproach. The real meaning of the Cross 
implies disgrace and a curse, as it is written, 
"Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." 
Its place is taken today by the gallows. It 
signifies death, and not a mere ordinary death, 
but a death of shame, the lowest death,. the 
criminal's death. Our sympathy goes out to a 
boyan the death of his father. We say he is 
an orphan and we are sorry for him, but this 
implies ao shame with it. If the father dies 
on the battlefield we consider it an honour to 
him, and call him the son of a brave man, of a 
hero. But to one whose father suffers death 
by hanging it is everlasting shame. There is a 
stigma upon him and upon his children, which 
it takes generations to wipe out. It is not 
possible for anyone to rejoice in a disgraceful 
death, unless he is totally depraved and lack­
ing in all decency of thought or. morals. In 
history we read of the pirates who used to 
rejoice in th~ir deeds of 54ame. Ther had as 
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nat ely. framed in a border of blue. red and 

gold. Beside the Koran there are numberless 

volumes of Hadith. some of them not yet 

printed. Among other rare books we enum· 

erate the following! 

At· Tahdhib·fil- Qird'dt. A work on the 

varions reading. of the Koran. The work is 

rare. only one copy of it being mentioned 

as being in the Library of St. Sophia at 

Stambul. Written in good Naskh. dated 

A.H. 726. 

AI· Qustas-fil-Mantiq, by Shamsuddin 

Muhammed bin Ashraf. a scholar of the 

seventh century A.H. A rare work on logic, 

only one copy of which is mentioned as being 

in Berlin. 

Kildbfi-t-Tasawwuf. A work on Sufism, 

believed to be unique. by Bishr-Hafi. an 

eminent Sufi who died in Baghdad A.H.227. i.e. 

A.D. 84I. The copy is dated A.H483. 

Kitdb-al-Ilmdm. A history of Alexandria, 

by Muhammed bin Qasim at Maliki al 

Iskandarani who died after A.H. 770. The 

author. after touching upon events connected 

with Alexandria from the time of -the Islamic 

conquest, gives space to the description of 

events occurring between 760 and 770 A.H. 

The work is rare, only one copy of it being 

mentioned as at Berlin. 

Among the books that are specially 

interesting to the modern student are 

those on medicine and natural history, 

Many of these are also illustrated. Among 

them is the Kitabu-I-Hasbil'ish, a revised 

and improved translation from the Greek 

into Arabic, by Husein bin Ibrahim at 

Tabari. an author of the third century A,H. 
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the work of some of the most famous men of 
Akbar's time. Next to thisin splendour is the 
Padshahnamah, the history of Shah Jahan's 

reign, whose illuminations, enriched with the 
infinite toil of the painters, reveal to us, at a 
glance. the change that had come into the 
blood of the Moghuls, now no longer of Ormllz 

and Ind, no longer of the type of Babar. of 
Humayun and of Akbar. but of a race that, by 

intermarriage and climatic change, has become 
Indian. Another magnificent folio is tbe·Shah 

Namah of Firdausi. This great Persian poem 
is one of the world's epics, which took thirty­

five years to write, and, although the manu­
script contains 10,000, verses, it is incomplete. 
It dates back to the year 1539. 

It is generally imagined that Mohammedan 

books have no illustrations, but in this library 

Persian art is seen at its best. In the case 
of the Sbah Namah there is a worldof 

splendour in all the colours of the rainbow, of 
Kings and Courts, of Battlefields, and the 
coming of Spring in orcbards and in formal 

gardens of the East which tbey reveal. Here are 
polo matches and hunting scenes; pictures of 
lions and elephants and snow -leopards; 
chinar trees in autumn and birds in gold 
trees; Sohrab and Rustum in deadly conflict; 
Saush riding his black courser through tbe 
flames; pretty ladi,es at windows looking out 
upon a world of blue skies and odd little 

Chinese clouds, that are sometimes white and 
sometimes like banners of gold; gardens full 
of cypresses and hollyhocks; great gateways 
and courts enamelled with tiles of different 

colours; sieges and battles. and men clambering 
up walls and dying under the sharp stress 
of sword and spear and the massive thump of 
great stones flung down upon their heads by 
the defenders .. 

-Needless to say that among the Arabian 
MSS there are many copies of the Koran. In 

one of them, dated 1254 A.D., tbe words are 

written in three styles of penmanship alter. 
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emissary in the cause upon which his heart was 

set, an Arab who for eighteen years went 

about ransacking the libraries of Cairo, of 
Damascus, of Beirut, of Arabia, and of 
Persia-bringing back every now and then to 

his master, like a good retriever, the winged 
manuscripts as they fell into his hands .. 

The collector did not hesitate to use any 

method provided he secured his desire. "The 

art of collecting./' he said, "is one that soars 
above and defies the provisions of the Penal 
Code!" He capped his observation by adding 
that there were three classes of blind men, 
viz: those who were bereft of sight, those who 

lent valuable books even to a friend; and 
those who returned such volumes, once they 

passed iI}to their possession! 

The. Librarian, one is told. was visited 

by angels, who communed with him in his 

dreams, and directed his labours; and, upon a 

single occasion. the library was, he believed, 

visited by the Prophet of God himself. The 
story, as ·recorded by Jadunath Sircar, the 

historian of Aurangzeb, will bear repetition. 
"One night," said Kbudah Bahksh, "I dreamt 

that the lane near the Library was filled with 

a dense crowd of people. When 1 came out of 
my house they cried out, 'The Prophet is on a 

visit to your Library, and you are not there to 
show him around.' I hastened to the manu­
script room and found him gone. But there 
were two manuscripts of the Hadith, lyillg 
open upon the table. These, the people said, 

had been read by the Prophet." 

Both these volumes now contain a note by 

the founder that they are never to be allowed 

to go out of the Library. 

Today, the Library cont~1S many 
thousands of books catalogued in four volumes, 
so far published. Among these treasures we 

may mention theTarikh-i-Kha ndam-i-Timuriah 

or history of the Timurid family, a work of art 
which contains 133 illuminated folio· pages, 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 
Vol. XVII. 1st October 1921. No.9. 

THE ORIENTAL LIBRARY 

AT PATNA, BANKIPORE. 

While still a missionary in Arabia. it was 

my good fortune, while escaping the intense 
summer heat of Bahrein in the Persian Gulf, to 

visit India once and again. On one of these 
brief visits I passed through Patna, one of the 
oldest cities, the city of Asoka, the benevolent 

Emperor who tried to rule his world with love; 

of his grandfather Chanaragupta, the adven· 
turer who learnt from Alexander the secret of 

eastern Empire; of Megasthenes, the envoy 
who lavished upon it eight years of his life, 
giving to the Europe of his time a reasoned 
and vivid account of the life of an Indian city 

three hundred years before the birth of Christ. 
Through this city Buddha passed to and fro in 
his search of peace. To this city Islam came 

in its days of conques.t. 

The most important treasure, however, of 
Patna to·day is not the ruins of former civilisa· 
tion, but the literary remains of Mohammedan 
greatness collecte d in a great library, the most 
wonderful of all India. The founder of the 

Library was Mohammed Bahksh. In the early 

years of the 19th century, when the Moghul 
Empire was falling to pieces, this man became 

deeply interested in letters, himself a scholar 
and poet. At his death his son inherited 
14,000 rare books, most of them costly MSS. 
His father, in his last will and testament, 

requested his son Khudah Bahksh to complete 
the collection. He began to fulfil his father's 
wish. We are told that he did not hesitate to 
entice away from a neighbouring Prince one 
of the most accomplished of ~ his book, 

collectors, and to employ, as yet another 
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~'Ood hath made ot one blood an nations of men for to dwell on aJl the face of the earth." 
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communed with him, and from within his life 
there flowed into mine rivers of living water. 
I walked with him through lovely avenues of 
restful shade in his friendship, and saw 
heavenly vi.tas, and drank from life-giving 
springs. I went out to my life renewed and 
refreshed. I was a new man, and there rang 
through all my being a song of the memory of 
that blessed life. All through et~rnity shall 
the echoes of that friendship call from peak to 
peak for me. 

In time of need and anguish r came again 
to that friend. I ran to meet him as a shelter 
from my sore distress. I found him and 
entered into communion with him. But the 
fountains of his life seemed dried up. The 
refreshment seemed to have vanished. His 
own life seemed parched and drooping. His 
speech was as the speech of other men. I 
struggled back to my own life as I came. Later 
he told me that the King of /lis life was not 
being obeyed, and that the garden of his heart 
was not being watered. The trees and walks 
of his friendship were still there. but they no 
longer soothed a nd strengthened. The foun­
tain of his friendship was still there, but its 
waters had been hushed. The King had inten­
ded that this garden, this life. should be kept 
perpetually refreshing for the souls of all who 
might come to it, but the King had not been 
obeyed, and the living water had not been 
kept flowing, and I went a way unrefreshed. 

Then I prayed. "Oh God, keep flowing 
into me, and within me, and from within me, 
Thy rivers of living water for the health and 
joy of other men! Oh, King of life, make my 
life a watered garden!" 
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flowers were bright. Parrots circled through 
the cloudless blue, or swung upon the s~aying 
branches, calling merrily to one another. The 
air was laden with the intoxicating odours of 
roses a nd jasmine. The fountain sparkled 

'laughingly in the shaded centre of the garden; 
I stooped to bathe my hands and face in the 
cool waters of the fountain's basin. Then 
from its joyous spring, I drank until satisfied. 
I sat for a few precious moments upon the 
marble edge of the fountain and revelled in the 
refreshment of a watered garden. The driver 
called and I hurried out again across the 
stifling, heated plain. I had tarried for so short 
a time, but I was a new man. I carried a way 
the song of the garden in my heart, and its 
echoes shall never die from my life. 

r was making the same Journey in another 
year. The road was more uninviting than 
before, the weather wac;; hotter, and I was not 
only weary, but ill. But I had a memory! For 
hours I looked and longed for the place of the 
garden of refreshment. At last we came to 
the shade of its trees. Wearily and weakly, 
but eagerly, I climbed from the seat of 
the torturing, springless cart. With 
unsteady steps I entered the door of the gar­
den. The trees were gray with dust. The 
flowers drooped in the heat. The little water 
courses were parched and dry. The fountain 
was stopped. l\1y soul sank with weariness 
and I turned away, sick at heart, to finish the 
torturing journey unrefreshed. At the door I 
met the gardener. I asked him why his garden 
languished so. He explained with guilty look 
that he had been absent attending to affairs 
of his own for a week. I asked him if the 
Raja would not be vexed at the neglect of his 
garden. He explained that the Raja had gone 
to the mountains for a month. Then I knew 
that the garden had been neglected because 
the master's orders had been disobeyed. He 
intended that every traveller might be refreshed; 
but his gardener had not been faithful. 

I have a precious memory. It is a memory 
of a friend. Sinstricken and weary, and far 
from God, I was travelling one day when I 
came into his life. His whole life was wet 
with the dews of Heaven; his garments were 
redolent with the odours of Paradise; he just 
breathed the very life of God .. I sat and 
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wages. But it is more than dOllbtful whether 

communism would really even remove the 

disadvantages of the present system, much less 

improve it. Where it has been tried ill the 

past, either for a religious or social motive, 

communism has entirely failed. The spirit of 

acquisitiveness and the desire for private 

ownership rapidly re-assert themselves. 

Mutual suspicion and jealousy thrive among 

the Communists. Human nature being what 

it is, communism can never succeed. What 

its effects would be in a large industry can 

scarcely be surmised. It would require an 

ideal humanity to give it even a fair chance 

of sncceeding. 

Having thus touched in a general way on 

the principal theories of reform in vogue at 

the present time, it will remain for us in the 

concludin'g article to endeavour to put forward 

some constructive suggestions, based on 

C:Jristian faith and experience. 
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A WATERED GARDEN. 

by 

w, B. ANDERSON. 

I have a precious memory. It is the 
memory of a garden that I happened upon one 
tired mid·summer's morning, in the midst of a 
torri-d pJain in India. I was weary, and 
travel-stained, and thirsty, when, over the 
drooping head of the horse, I saw a clump of 
trees on the far horizon. I hoped it might be 
a garden. It seemed ages until we should 
reach it. When we did arrive under the spread­
ing branches of great mango trees, a cool 
.Jephyr, as grateful as the fanning of angel's 
wings, rippled over my parched cheeks. It 
was still early in the day, when, swinging 
myself wearily from the hard seat of the 
springless yekka, I walked straight into the 
heart of the garden, down the shady aisle of 
mango and loquat trees. Before dawn there 
had been a shower of rain, and now the gar­
dener was running the clear cool water from 
the irrigating weU all about among trees and 
shrubs. Everywhere leaves were green and 
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On the other hand, the utmost care must be 
taken that the control of Industry by the state 
does not develop into mere interference by 
someone in power for the sake of a private 
firm. Instances of the misuse of this power of 
control, during the days of the war, are only 
too familiar. 

Another proposal is to permit all produc­

tion to be carried On by private ownership, but 

to hand over all methods of distribution to the 

state to administer. This again might prove 

a most economic measure, but it is open to the 

same possibilities of maladministration by 
Government Officials. 

Before closing, reference should, perhaps, 
be made to a theory, which, if applied, would 
transform the whole economic basis of life. 

This is the theory af communism. By it, all 
property would cease to be owned privately, 
and would be at the desposal of the general 
public. It is almost inconceivable that this 
theory should be intended to apply to every 
type of property. It is only necessary to 
consider what would be the result if it were 
put into execution regarding clothes, furniture, 
and similar articles, to see how exceedingly 
difficult its application would be. Plato's 
Republic recalls even more; extraordinary 
aspects of this problem. It cannot be that 
communism can be allowed to overthrow home 
life. As for the domain of economics, the 

doctrine of communism would take away, it 

seems, all incentive to work which at present 
exists from competition and from the need for 
money to pay one's way. It is true that the 
effects of the spirit of competition are often 
morally bad, and that the necessity of securing 
money to enable a man to buy food 
with whi<;h to live is the frequent cause of crime 
and wrong. And, again, many objections 
might reasonably be raised to the principle on 
which wages are at present paid, i.e. accord­
ing to work done, or supposed to be done, and 

not according to a man's responsiblities,so that 

for the sarrie price of work an unmarried man 

and a man with five children receives the same 
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the rights of the community. Its primary 
obligation 'is to further the common weal, n"ot 
to remunerate itself. The State has capital, 
its position is as financially sound as is the 
community itself, it can afford to promise 
pensions for sickness and old age, it can oust 
undesirable internal competition, it can reduce 
to a minimum the number of middlemen, it is 
able to organise industry on the most economic 
and productive footing. In theory, this appears 
to be an ideal solution. 

As a matter of fact, no administration has 
come in for more severe and, in some cases, 
merited criticism than that by the State. "Ve 
need only mention here the tendency to 
formalism and red-tape, the squandering of 
enormous sums of public money on useless 
undertakings, the difficulty of fixing the blame 
for maladministration on any single official or 
department, inclination towards office-placing 
and back-stair influence, the absence of 
healthy incentives to hard work from the 
prospect of promotion; and above all, the 
almost inevitable slackness and loss of the 
spirit of initiative and enterprise in trade and 
industry. State Socialism has not proved a 
success in the past. Nor need the workers 
regard it as a panacea I More than once in the 
case of labour unre::;t under state ownership, 
the State has not hesitated to summon the 
military to its aid to suppress as rebellion a 
strike against its own methods of control. There 
has been a real danger of the establishment 
of a most undesirable form of centralized 
Absolutism. We now see why, as for example 
in Russia to-day under Bolshevistic rule, which 
professed precisely this State Ownership, 
what was theoretically the maximum of 
socialistic liberty and democratic self-govern­
ment, passed practically into a very stringent 
system of autocratic absolutism. There are 
many variations of opinion as to how far the 
principles of State Ownership and stale 
control should be carried. Some would advocate 
leaving industry in private hands, but permit. 
ting state control of it, in such a way as to 
prevent the worst abuses of Trusts and 
Monopolies, and unrestricted Dumping or 
Competition In the interests of the Community 
at large, such control is most sorely needed. 
There is much unnecessary overlapping and 
undercutting in trade, as it is organi2;ed to-day, 
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that whenever an attempt has been made on 
the part of the labourers to dispense with the 
services of the more highly-educated and 
experienced busiliess-managers, and to n10no¥ 
polise control, the result has invariably been 
in the case of a highly-complicated or technical 
industry, a complete failure. This was 
strikingly proved recently in Italy, where 
the \vorkmen themselves, after an experiment 
in this direction, found themselves obliged 
to recall a number of the former management. 
The inability of uworkers" to dispense with 
specialised management is partly due, no 
doubt, to a certain mutu:.l distrust and jealou<5Y 
amongst the workers themselves, partly to the 
difficulty of raising the capital necessary to 
the running of a large business, especially 
where there is no likelibood 0f an~ immediate 
return for the investment, and the small inves­
tor cannot wait for a number of years without 
interest on his money. Experience shows that 
the so-coiled brain-worker and' the so-called 
"hands" are mutually interdependent. No 
organism can be rent asunder, nor can any 
member declare another dispensable (See 
L Cor 12 : 12-26). 

So far we have traced the working out of 
the principle of the gradual acquisition by 
labour of the ownership and control of industry. 
There yet remains for us to consider an 
e!ltirely rlifferent principle which receives 
wold-wide advocacy. This is the proposal to 
nationalise all industry, to make the State the 
one great employer, and all workers wage­
earners under it, in a word to introduce State 
Socialism. 

Already certain steps have been taken in 
this direction in most countries., The Post 
Office, the Telegraphic and Telephonic 
systems, the collection of Customs and Excise, 
are genendly and with good reason administer­
ed by the State. Many ur!(e to-day the nationali­
sation of the Railways, the Canals, the Rivers, 
and even of all means of Transport. Others 
would include all business and all trades in 
the proposal. 

Arguments are not wanting in support of 
this id~a of State Ownership of Industry. "The 
state need not consider the making of a large 
profit as its first duty. It can hold the balance 
fairly between the claims of the workers and 
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nv 
building societies have been formed, ~-i.nd have 
proved an unqualified success. Where an 
industry has been established for a number 
of years, the worker~ could gain possession of 
the business by a gradual and fair process of 
selling-out, s() to speak, the capitalist. Thus 
it is hc:ped, by th~ formation of new societies 
and by the rec2stil1~ of the old, to put all 
industry in the hands of thB workers. Some 
would proce:::d ~;till fnrtller with this idea, and 
substitute for a Parliament, whose represent8.­
tioll is based 0:1 tCiTitorial divisions, an Indust­
rial Parliament, in which representation 
would be according to ~racles and professions, 
!:o that the whole 3.'_·!ministration of the Com­
munity could b(; ultinDtely under the control 
of the members ')[ the Union:; of these trades 
and profes~ions. 

The application of this principle to Par­
liamentary Reform does not concern us here. 
ltegarding the principle itseif, it has much to 
commend it. The existence of a parasitical 
class of idle rich, vvhose \vealth ro11s in from 
the ca.reful investments of a c:1pable grand­
father, is totally undesirahle. If a man will 
not work, ne~ther should he be paid. But it 
is a big D1iSVlke on the part of the less 
enlightened eleme:;ts of Labour to belittle the 
importance of the management of an industry. 
This \Vas perhaps the fundamental mistake 
of I\Jarx \yho failed to realise that the highest 
form of "labour"is brain-work, not hand-work. 
It is obvious that, for effective managen1znt, 
is required the highest gifts of insight, forc· 
sight, shrevvclr.ess and tact, and initiative. 
Many business pal'inns to-day ,york for longer 
hours, and far more strenuously than any of their 
employees. This is the fallacy we referred to 
in the previous article of a rigid division of 
industry into Capital and Labour. Many 
capitalists labour ungrudgingly, and many 
labourers are small capitalists. Provided there­
fore that the higher posts of industry 3re 
remunerated on a 'vvorthy scale, the general 
principle may stand that the proprietorship of 
all industry should be in the hands of those 
who are vctl1ally engaged in the work. 
Control, on the other hand, demands highly 
specialised gifts, and also a concentration of 
responsibility, which clearly cannot with safety 
be put into c )mmi_ssion. History proves 
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At this point it might be well to refer to 
two proposals of a rather different type 
from these which will form the main topic of 
this article. The first is a development of the 
principle of arbitration between Capital and 
Labour, which we mentioned in the previous 
article. It advocates the setting up of Councils 
within each trade, at the order of the State, 
each Council being composed of represen­
tatives of the share-holders, of the employees 
and, in some cases, of the general public, 
too, and each having the right to give 
a verdict on any points of dispute, which 
might arise within that trade. There is a 
divergence of opinion whether or not the State 
should require the decision of these Councils, 
even by force if necessary. It is satisfactory 
to note how with the past few months several 
strikes, which had been threatened, were 
obviated by an appeal to such a mediating 
body. Provided the r~presentation is a fair 
one, there seems to be no reason why the 
decisions of these Councils should 110t be 
legalised and enforced. Without such power of 
compulsion, there is nothing to prevent either 
side from repudiating the decision of the 
Council and resorting to the old methods of 
the strike or the lock-out. 

The second proposal has as its aim a fairer 
distribution of wealth. Many powerful argu­
ments can be brought forward against allowing 
wealth to be accumulated iildefinitely in the 
hands of either a single individual or a single 

. family. It is harmful to the community, and 
a moral snare to the individuaL Accordingly 
it is proposed by a system of stringent death­
duties and of a highly-graduated income-tax to 
do something towards leveiling up tbe fortunes 
of the members of the Community. No con­
vincing proof has yet been produced to show 
that the idea is not a sound one. 

It has been suggested that the principle 
of participation by the workers in profit­
sharing should be carried to its logical conclu­
sion and the workers become the sole owners 
and managers of every industry. This need 
not necessitate a confiscation of the wealth of 
the former investors, though not a few have 
IWvocated this (mere robbery though it is), as 
the simplest and quickest method of its appli­
cation. Recently a number of co-operative 
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and renewed. In short, So many conflicting 
theories have been set loose, that there is a-n 
inclination to despair of ever reaching a solu­
tion at all. 

For the present we will content ourselves 
with taking these theories in turn, and we will 
consider briefly the more important of them, 
beginning with the most conservative, and 
passing on to the more extremely -radical. To 
the third and last article will be reserved a 
statement of what we believe ourselves to be 
the true viewpoint. 

There is a good deal to be said in favour 
of these who would propose a gradual disen­
tanglement of the twisted cord of indus try. It is 
always better to begin with things as they are, 
than to figure out an ideal scheme in abstract. 
and then try to make life square with it. 
Accordingly, a large body of opinion in 
favour of reform would advocate as a first step 
an all-round improvement of working con­
ditions, better housing, shorter hours of labour, 
higher wages, greater facilities for education, 
and the right use of leisure, in order, little by 
little, to raise the condition of the worker from 
the hunger-level to one in which he will 
have a reasonable measure of comfort, and 
refinement, and be the better equipped to 
play an ever-increasing and more useful part 
in the world of politics, as well as in that of 
industry. 

Such mea&Ures deserve the heartiest sup­
port. But they are little more than a beginning. 
It is necessary to go much further before light 
will dawn in the world of labour. There is a 
most conlmendable plan, already put into 
practice by some finns, of distributing at the 
end of each year a certain number of shares 
in the business to all employees, either in 
proportion to the number of years spent in the 
concern, or on some equitable principle of 

. capacity or promise. so that, by this means, 
the workers themselves come to have a real 
interest in the well-being of the industry, and 
in Some cases to have a certain control over its 
management and development. This restores 
to the worker some of the independence -and 
pride of labour. which be lost when he 
ceased to be an artisan or craftsma-n and be­
came a wage-earner. This method is wOf\hy 
f a much wider application. 
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THE LABOUR PROBLEM. 

by 

(S. A. MORRISON, M. A., OXFORD.) 

II 

In the first article of this series an endea­
vour \vas made to sketch the process by 
which the affairs of the world of industry 
have reached their present apparent impasse. 
The purpose of this second article is to ex­
amine the validity of the claims made by the 
various schemes to provide a way out. 

That it is inconceivable that civilised 
nations can alIo'/,r the present conditions of 
industry to continue unaltered is readily 
admitted on ~1l sides. A local strike is serious 
enough in its consequences. It involves mater­
ial loss, considerable unemployment, and a 
danger of moral and social unrest. A general 
strike spells ruin to the community. If an 
international strike were engineered, its deadly 
effects viould be beyond the powers of imagi­
nation to conceive. But besides being un­
desirable for its consequences, the strike is 
fundamentally wrong because of its principle. 
It can never be right that questions of justice 
and equity should be left to be settled in the 
last resort by the relative powers of persistance 
of the two contending parties, of employers. 
and employed. l\loral right is not of necessity 
on the side of the materially strongest. 

Reform, then, is essential. So much is 
agreed, but of what kind shall this reform be? 
This is a qnestion to which the most varied 
answers are given. Some would advocate an 
amelioration of the present system as the 
most hopeful solution. Others regard every~ 
thing less than a complete revolution as 
quite inadequate. Profit-sharing, National­
isation of Industry, S(xialism, Syndicalism, 
Guild Co~operation, Communism, the Soviet 
system, all these(allcl mallY other lik~ theories} 
ha ve b~en propounded, criticized, modified 
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The Committee which we ourselves know 
best, and are in closest touch with, is that 
appointed by the Federation of Student 
Christian Movements, which i. an organism 
that unites college men and women in all 
civilised countries of the world. Its scheme 
for relief is speciallY for starving students and 
professors in the stricken lands, but it acts as a 
receiver of money for more general purposes 

also. We can personaIIy guarantee this­
organism as absolutely sound and efficient, 
and any money we receive from our readers 

will be paid tothis organisation, with whatever 
ear-mark the donor desires to put upon it. 

After all, it is indifferent who we feed so Ion:;: 

as we feed some. 

We therefore have pleasure in invitin:;: our 

readet·s to subscribe to this purpose. We will 

personally be responsible for transmitting all 
monies to this dependable a:;:ency, and all 
sums wiII be duly acknowledged in Our 

columns. If our readers know of any better 
way, local or European, let them use it in God's 

name. 
The I:ditora of Orient n,d Ouidc.t. 

The -Student Federation appeals are thus 
signed :-

John R. Mott, New York, 

Conrad Hoffn:tann, Geneva, 

Ruth Rouse, -London, 

Louis Hess, 13 Avenue de -Champel, 

Geneva: to whom sums may be sent:direct. 
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After taking this momentous step, the 
conference dissolved, after fervent thanks to 
God, and under Him to the two hosts of the 
conference, Bishop Gwynne and Mr. Wilbert 
Smith of the Y.M.C.A. of Cairo. The sentiments 
of all were best expressed by the Rev. Arch­
imandrite Gennadius who said: "If I do not 
say much it is because my feelings prevent me 
from speaking. Bun can only say this-In 
this conference I have felt that we are already 
One 1" 

This movement is a purely spiritual one, 
not a material one. It aims first of all at the 
uniQn of Christian hearts. No federation or 
union of Christian bodies is possible or 
desirable until hearts are moved with brotherly 
feelings. Our readers know very well how 
terrible is the lack in this respect in this part 
of the world, and how great a work needs to 
be done in this matter, calling for what 
sympathy and patience and study and under­
standing! Will not all "men 'of good will" 
join in following the lead thus given, and join 
together in promoting true spiritual Christian 
unity according to the will of Christ, the 
founder a nd lover of all? 

FAMINE! HELP! 

Our readers know, and we shall not waste 
time and ~ce in proving it, that the worst 
famine of modern times is raging 'in Russia, 
where 100,000 souls are dying every day. 

What they do not know, perhaps, though 
it is equally true, is that conditions are nearly 
as bad throughout Central Europe, especially 
Poland, Austria, Hungary,. and Czecho­

Slovakia. 

The second thing that they perhaps do not 

know is that relief is going on in all.these 
countries; that it is being most effiCiently and 
honestly carried out by international com­

mittees, that it is e.asy to convey money to 
those coinmittees; andihat every pound will 

save souls alive. 
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who know nothing of Christ. The Rev. 
M. H. Richmond backed this up by his 
experience in the 'West, where "fellowship" 
movements among the churches are increasing, 
and where men are realising that separated 
churches, however correct and "orthodox" their 
creed, are weak churches just because by their 
isolation from each other they miss the strength 
and life which each possesses and could con­
tribute, yet cannot do so because of the present 
dislocation. 

We have chosen to emphasise these 
three utterances, because they bring out the 
points on which the discussions turned. 
Excellent· contributions were made by the 
Presbyterian and other bodies. 

It was therefore decided to go right 
. forward, the complete unity of the creed being 
rather the goal at which we must aim than the 
starting-point from which we hegin. 

II. 

Though it was still too early to think of 
organising this movement in any official way, 

. because there was as yet uo official nomination 
from the various bodies, and this is a matter 
which naturally needs time and care, still it 
was felt that some step should be taken to 
secure the permanence of the results already 
attained, ~o that this courageous effort of 
Bishop Gwynhe should not be lost in the air. 
For this reason those who had been fortunate 
enough to be present declared themselves a 
"Brotherhood," with the general purpose of 
furthering the cause of Christian unity accord­
ing to the will of Christ. The Right Rev. Bishop 
Gwynne was then unanimously elected leader 
of this movement and chairman of its 
committee: alid he was further unanimously 
requested to appoint this small committee to 
aid him in organising the work and planning 
for the steps which should be taken next. This 
committe is temporary and unofficial, being 
not intended to he as yet completely represent­
ative, but nevertheless being chosen so as to 
have sufficient points of connection with the 
various b"dies in:Cairo to enable it to work 
efficiently. 
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= 
disunity causes the church. It cannot pursue 
its evangeHolic and spiritual work in a 
victorious fashion. The Christian world has 
no co~mon conscience, and no voiCe to 
articulate such conscience. We must, for dear 
life, go forward in the cause of Christian unity. 
The Bishop then expressed his conviction that 
that unity, to be complete, must be -based on a 
universally-accepted system of Christian truth, 
formulated in/ a full I'confession" or creed. But 
his observations at Geneva, however, had 
shown him how very wide apart were some of 
the beliefs of existing Christian bodies, which 
produced the conviction that organic Christian 
unity is still far off. For this reason the Greek 
Orthodox delegates at Geneva urged that the 
subject should be approached from a different 
angle, and in particular that a "League (not a 
fusion) of Churches" should be instituted, like 
the League of Nations, in which all organised 
bodies should keep their present organisations, 
but ha ve this Central Committee of reference, 
which should study the subject, arrange con­
ferences, institute co~operation, and facilitate 
correspondence, whether for inquiry, sugges­
tion, ~r Itcomp1,aint. 

These views were seconded by the Rev. 
Archimaudrite Gennadius (Greek Orthodox) 
who particularly pointed out the necessity for 
agreeing in malter of faith concerning all 
Christian truth. 

Bishop Thog;uu of the Armenian Orthodox 
Church powerfully emphasized the subject of 
co-operation, even with the present imperfect 
measure of agreement in creed. Scattered and 
isolated members of any church, he thought, 
should be allowed to use to the full whatever 
Christian ministrations they could get, in the 
absence of their own ministers, without thus 
losing membership in their own church. He also 
mentioned a large number of practical schemes 
in which he thought co-operation could at once 
begin, especially in regard to the teaching of 
the young, and in social reform. 

This view was powerfully backed by the 
Chairman, who desired that even now, divided 
as we are on some thi ngs, we' should make 
common cause in forwarding the Kingdom of 
God:in)his corrupt society, and ,amonlr 'those 
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The other great step, was an Inter-Church 
Conference, with official delegations, held at 
Geneva last year. At this were represented a 
very large number of the chief religious bodies 
of East and West, and many importantsul:ges­
tions were made for continuing in this same 
blessed waY,-a way so much superior to the 
det estable divisions and enmities of the past. 

S" Bishop Gwynne felt that these two 
conferences laid on him the responsibility of 
making some initial effort in this Egypt of ours, 
where, alas!, so much has been witnessed in the 
past sixteen centuries directly opposite to 
brotherhood and Christian love. Hence this 
conference, a short account of which we wish 
to give that the Christian public of this land 
may share in the happy results. 

The following denominations were 
represented: Of the old Eastern churches, the 
C~ptic Orthodox, the Greek Orthodox, the 
Sy.rian Orthodox,the Armeninan Orthodox: 
of the others, the Presbyterian church, (both 
American and Egyptian) and the Anglican. 

The Conference held a preliminary meeting 
in the church, on the first evening, for prayer 
and silent meditation on Christ's will and 
command: "that they may all be one". Each 
morning a service was held at the same church, 
when Bishop Gwynne celebrated the Eucharist. 
All were invited to attend, if they liked, and 
also to communicate if they so desired and if 
the rules of their church permitted !'hem. ,The 
result was that all attended, some without 
communicating" 

The sessions, at which Bishop' Gwynne 
took the chair, were morning and afternoon; and 
they may be summarized ,as follows: (I) the 
basis of unity, both fraternal and' corporate: 
(2) practical steps towards this unity. 

I. 

The subject of the basis of unity was well 
introduced by the Bishop' of Nubia (Greek 
Orthodox) ill whose regretted absence there 
was read a precis of the long memorandum 
written by him after the Geneva Confe ... nce. 
He very powerfully exposed the reasons which 
make it impossible for any Christian to rest 
cont~nt with the lamentable state of thlOgs. 
He· sketched the spiritual weakness which 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDt:NT 
==~===========================================================~ 

Vol. XVII. 1st December 1921. No. II. 

A CONFERENCE ON 
CHURCH UNITY. 

By One Who Wa. There. 

A Conference to promote Church Unity 
was recently held at Helwan, under the 
presidency of Right Rev. Bishop Gywnne, 
Anglican Bishop of Egypt and the Sudan, an 
account of Which will beyond doubt interest 

the readers of Orient and Occident. It was 
in nQ sense an official c<lnference, for none of 
those who attended were delegated by their 
respective bodies, nor had they any official 
standing. It was simply a preparatory step 
undertaken by the· Anglican Bishop on his 
own initiative, and th·e invitations were issued 
by him, privately and personally, to various . 
friendS representing the different Christian 
churches which have branches in the Nile 
Valley. Nearly all of these accepted the 
invitation, and so an unusually full and varied 
company gathered together in-the quiet desert 
air of Helwan, where, far from the world and 
its murmurs, they might meet with God and 
look one another in the face as brothers in 
Christ. 

What gave the Bishop this idea (besides 
his own well-known geniality and love Jar ;ll 
Christians, and all men) was the fact that in 
the West the cause of Christian unity has 
advanced lately by two notable steps. Last 
year all the Bishops of the Anglican Church 
met together and decided that much more 
earnest and practical steps should he taken to 
cultivate hrotherly relations with all .undered 
Christian bodies, to co-operate with them, and, 
by improving the personal spiritual relations, 
pave the way for more organic union one day. 
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