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The Light of Asia and the Light of 
the World. 

WE have, in the two pictures on this page, a contrast 
between the Christ and the Buddha, a statue of 

whose reclining figure is seen below. Buddha has been 
called by a well-known English poet "the Light of Asia," 
for his followers in Asia are more than twice as many in 
number as those of Mohammed. The picture of the 
Christ was called by the artist" the Light of the World," 
for it represents Him as standing outside the door of 
each human heart in the attitude of knocking, so as to 
gain admittance.* We commence with this number the 
story of "The Life of Christ on Earth," and we shall 
have further opportunity of observing the influence of 
the Buddha during the studies on Japan, which we pro
pose to make during the next few months. Both preached 
peace on earth and the brotherhood of all mankind, and 
both taught the duty of self-sacrifice. The former un
folded the beauty of "the eight beatitudes," and the 
latter the way of "the noble eightfold path." But, as we 
drink in something of the spirit of each during the 
coming year, doubtless WE shall find, even as thousands 
of other Orientals in China and Japan are finding to-day, 
that only the Christ has really shown the way to God, or 
given to us the power to overcome evil. And we shall see 
that, whereas the Buddha exerts a waning influence
that of a great and good man who has passed away
Christ is daily gaining greater influence throughout the 
world, seeing that He ever liveth; and thus He is truly 
spoken of as "the Light of the World." 

-- - - -_._----
* Vol. L, No. xxv., under H Holman Hunt." 
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;! . the little town was built; theYI enquired at the Khan
not for the apartments of men, but for the stable; there 
the very sight met their astonished gaze, which had been 
told them by the mysterious herald in the vision in the 
field; the new-born babe in the manger was indeed their 
Saviour; it was their delight to gladden the heart of the 
maiden Mother, and amaze the bystanders, by the tale 
they had to tell; and they departed glorifying arid 
praising God. 

lel}.em was crowded with people on the same errand as 
themselves. They arrived at the Khan-a large courtyard 
surrounded by apartments raised a foot or two above the 
court itself-and found every apartment occupied by the 
travellers. There, in the court beneath them, are tethered 
their animals-oxen, asses, mules, and camels. They must 
be content eve'o· to find an unoccupied corner there, and 
there the Virgin mother brought forth the Saviour and 
King; of mankind. No attendants helped her. With her 
own feeble hands she wrapped the little body in swad
dling clothes. No bed was found for Him; straw was 
piled in the rack in which the fodder of th~ animals was 
put, and in this manger cradle the Babe was laid! 

Strange contrast of great things and small, of glory 
and lowliness. Man must show his glory by outward 
show-by wealth and palaces and furnished chambers, 
and soft raiment, and the obsequiousness of attendants 
and courtiers. God once and for all stamps these things 
as outward, as unessential, as trivial; once for all 
shows that true glory depends on moral character, not 
social rank, by sending His Eternal 'word to be born 
in the lowest and humblest conceivable circumstances. 
"Who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath 
been his counsellor?" Cease, 0 man, from presuming 
to dictate to God what beseems Him, and" lay thy hand 
upon thy mouth" in awe. 

But glory did break in on that dark scene: yet not 
the glory of earth, but of heaven. Shepherds were in 
those open fields, near Bethlehem, guarding their flocks 
in the chill, dark night. When, suddenly, t4e air was 
filled with glorious light. A shining heavenly figure was 
seen, who stilled their fears with words of comfort and 
wondrous tidings. He told them that the hour had struck 
that the Saviour, the Divine Messiah, was born in the 
city of David, according to prophecy. He gave them, 
moreover, a sign which was sufficient, by its very 
strangeness :-they would find this heir of all the ages 
wrapped, not in royal garments of finest linen, but in 
swaddling clothes; laid, not in some royal palace--but 
in a manger! And then suddenly the air was filled, not 
only with light, but sound. A burst of glorious music 
thrilled their ears; glorious angel-forms thronged thickly 
around and above them in the blaze of light. The dark
ness and the stillness and loneliness of night were trans
formed as this radiant choir sang the first Christmas 
carol :-

" Glory to God in the Highest, 
And on Earth peace, goodwill to men." 

And then the strains died away, the radiant forms faded 
into heaven, the light waned and vanished, and the 
shepherds found themselves once more in the night, out 
in the chilly fields :-

" . . . the doubtful dusk revealed 
The knolls once more where, cou'ched at ease, 
The white kine glimmered, and the trees 
Laid their dark arms about the field." 

Was it nothing but a dream? It was easy for them 
to find out whether it was or no. "Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem," the shepherds said one to another, "and 
see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known to us." So they left their sheep in the night
fold, and they ascended the crescent-shaped hill on which 
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The Birth of The Saviour. 

WE have now arrived at the supreme event of history 
-the birth of the Saviour of Mankind into this 

world. And we do not take up our pen, to write on so 
transcendent a theme, without calling on God for help 
and guidance; for indeed the Incarnation of the Word 
of God in Jesus Christ, whether from its divine and eternal, 
or its human and temporal side, does utterly transcend the 
mind of mortal man. And yet, if we approach it with 
awe and with humility, we may catch some glimpse of 
the glory that is revealed; and that sufficeth us. 

We shall first give the story in all its sweetness and all 
its simplicity;as it is written in the Gospel in that division 
·of it which Luke wrote according to the will of God. How 
did Luke come by this record? Beyond question Luke 
went for this account to the only one who could possibly 
have furnished the facts therein related, to Mary, the 
mother of Christ herself, who" kept all these things and 
pondered them in her heart." 

How all things work together in the providence of God! 
The:"great Emperor at Rome, Augustus, the first who sat 
·on the throne of the Caesars, little recked that by his 
decree he was fulfilling one of the prophecies of old; and 
that one of the obscurest and humblest of all his subjects, 
being called by that decree to make a journey from 
:Nazareth to Bethlehem, gave birth in that city of David 
to the Saviour of the world, according to the Scriptures! 

Thus do e.arth's greatest unconsciously fulfil the designs 
of God. 

Again, we see how quietly God works! that is His 
constant method. The whole world knew of that decree 
of Augustus, the whole world was astir for it. But how 
few knew of that silent event that took place in so remote 
·a corner of Augustus' empire! None, save a few shep
herds! Yet the decree of Augustus is now but part of 
the dead annals of the past, and his earthly kingdom has 
passed away; while the spiritual kingdom of that little 
Babe has spread, and is still spreading, and to Him shall 
every knee one day bow. 

We saw formerly that Mary was a maiden of Nazareth, 
that the angel had come to her there, and that she there 
spent almost all the months of waiting before the birth 
of Jesus Christ. 

Why then did she, now so near the hour of a woman's 
trial, accompany her husband on the weary three-days 
journey from Nazareth in the north, to Bethlehem in the 
south; perhaps because she too was of the house of David, 
and wished to register herself as such ere her child should 
be born. Perhaps she was desirous of escaping from 
Nazareth and the strife of tongues; and, in point of fact, 
she was thus:'shielded{in this "way from the breath of . 
scandal,~and in this we see yet once again the hand 
of God. 

As the journey drew to its close, the hour of that poor 
tired woman came upon her. The comforts, the barest 
necessities 'for such a time were all wanting. Beth-
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ORIENT .AND OCCIDENT. 
------- .. -.--.- -~---------r_-------------------~ 

. 
The Secret of National Greatt}ess-I. 
IT is a universally admitted fact that these opening 

years of the twentieth century are witnessing re
markable signs of national awakenings all over the 
East. The nineteenth century fulfilled the important 
function of opening up almost the whole inhabited 
world to the explorer, the tra,der, and the philanthro
pist. East and West were consequently brought close 
together once again after centuries-·of isolation .. PeaFe, 
on the high seas and security for trade followed Nel-' 
son's victories a hundred years ago, and an enormous 
sea-borne trade developed between East and West, 
which vastly irpproved the mutual acquaintance the 
one of the other. This a,cquaintance became more 
intimate and sustained as soon as communications 
began to improve with steamships, railroads, telegraphs 
and the like. A further and still greater impetus was 
given by the cutting of the Suez canal, though it 
somewhat diverted trade that had formerly passed 
through Syria to the East. Thus it came to pass that 
the vast populatians of India, China, and Asia generally, 
have come into contact with Europe, and the world's 
highway passes the Turkish empire on one side and 
Egypt on the other. 

Modern Contact between East and West. 

The history of the contact has by no means always 
been a creditable one, and we do not intend either to 
defend the actions of trading companies or of govern
ments and rulers. But the fact remains that the compact 
has now been felt for more than a century with ever
increasing force. India was the first great part of Asia 
to give way before the advance of theW est by sea, 
as the approach was made by sea from the defenceless 
south. But the net result of it all has been the estab
lishment of a pax Britannica for near fifty years in 
the place of inter-racial wars and jealousies over the 
whole of that vast dependency. And further, one great 
system of education has been finally adopted all over 
India, which has enabled English to become the 
lingua franca, and a bond of union between the educa
ted classes who speak so many different provincial 
languages. 

China's history has been very different. Self
contained and self-satisfied with her Confucian ethics 
and self-government, she has stubbornly resisted all 
attempts at interference from the West for a century, 
and only against her will has one by one opened her 
ports to foreign trade. But her recent humiliation at 
the hands of her smaller neighbour, and the subsequent 
successes of Japan against Russia and in taking its 
place in the councils of the world, has at length woken 
China from her isolated slumber. And we now see 
her turning to Japan and to the foreign residents in 
the land in every province, to learn the secret of the 
greatness of the west. 

Japan's example is familiar to us all, and probably 
the most remarkable case in history, of a country 
being willing to send her sons to all the leading uni-
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. NATIONAL GREATNESS. 

versities in the world, so as to come back to their 
fatherland with the best education to be had. At all events 
it has been teaching the nations of the East that the 
old spirit of false conservatism is a natiol).al mistake, 
and that it is possible to rise to national greatness by 
being willing to learn and profit by the .experience of 
the West. 

The Present Situation 
A new situation has now arisen. A great mari

time and military power has appeared in Eastern Asia, 
and proved more than a match for· what thad been 
thought to be one of the greatest of W istern powers. 
A new hope has begun to stir in every Oriental's heart 
that the tide is turning once again, and that the West is 
no longer going to hold undivided supremacy in the 
world. A new desire has taken possession of Oriental 
minds to emulate the example of their brothers in Japan. 
And a growing determination is apparent everywhere. 
to develop the spirit of initiative and discipline, of 
courage and self-sacrifice which they have displayed; 
in short an ardent longing to learn the secret of 
national greatness. 

Let us take some concrete instances to prove the 
truth of these assertions. Several of China's viceroys 
have for many years advocated reform, but they were 
not even influential enough (five years ago) to with
stand the reactionary and misguided Boxer movement. 
But now almost the whole of the ruling classes are 
agreed that their own and old system of national 
education must be reformed. The Classics of Confucius, 
which have hitherto been the very foundations of 
national life and upon which the whole family piety 
and social duty have been built up, are no longer 
found to be sufficient. It has been found necessary to 
add "the ten commandments of Moses" and " the 
eight beatitudes of Jesus Christ," and the million 
students of higher learning in China's twenty and more 
provinces are now being examined in the social and 
moral history of the West. 

The young men of India have lately been showing 
the spirit of initiative in a most remarkable and unexpec
ted degree. The Hindu reform movements are showing' 
a renewed spirit of zeal for the purifying of their 
old faiths. The Moslem community are showing a 
greater desire to be abreast of the times by the 
founding of the Aligarh College in the United Provinces. 
And the Indian Christian leaders have recently 
started an Indian Missionary Society, led and financed 
by the people themselves with the express object of 
winning their fellow-countrymen to the Christian 
faith. This latter movement is destined to enlist the 
interest and support of the rising generation of Christians 
all over the land, as it is led by men well-known for 
their honesty, ability, and initiative. So, too, in Egypt 
we have seen a similar desire for progress during the 
past year. The death of a much-lamented leader in 
Islam has made his adm,irers not less desirous of spread
ing the principles which he taught. Among the students 
.of the higher schools there is also a growing desire to 
·combine for the study of moral and social questions that 
affect the welfare of the country. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

What can we do? 
All these are welcome signs of vitality in the East. 

And we wish to say at o!lce, at the opening of this new 
year, that we whole-heartedly welcome all such move
ments, and hope that they are the earnest of many more. 
We are entirely in sympathy with all attempts to develop, 
both in Egypt and elsewhere in the East, the true spirit 
()f patriotism, and all societies which have for their object 
the uniting~. of men together in the spirit of brotherhood 
and mutual helpfulness, and every effort for the social, 
moral, and spiritual welfare of the people. We wish, 
moreover,to lend all such the moral support of this maga
zine. We are ready to open its pages to any fair iind 
temperate discussion of national questions, whatever the 
religious persuasion of the correspondent may be. 

We hope, moreover, to do so in a practical way, by 
holding gatherings in our house during the next few 
months, at which the vitally-important subject of this 
article will be fully discussed. Our present idea is to 
'~elect for our study some typical countries in East and 
West, so as to introduce the subject. And the rest of 
()ur remarks will be confined to preparing the way for 
this series by glancing at some of the leading factors 
that have contributed in the past :to the greatness 
-of nations. 

Why Nations have become great .. 
No better school than the study of the past can be 

found with a view to improvement in the future. 
Greatness has, in some cases, been due chiefly to 
geographical position,and consequent facilities for com
merce. Phenicia and Carthage in classic times, Venice, 
Spain, and Portugal in the Middle ages, and more 
recently Holland, in the West, and the kingdom of Oman 
in the East, are familiar instances of nations that 
obtained maritime supremacy for a time and a large 
colonial empire. In other cases to geographical situa
tion has been added political power on land, such as in 
the ancient Persian; Macedonian, and Roman Empires, 
()r in meClieval times in the case of the Byzantine Empire 
in the East, and that of Charlemagne in the West, or 
only a century ago by Napoleon's continental campaigns. 

But some nations owe their national greatness to 
non-political reasons entirely; in fact they became really 
great when they were numerically small and insignificant. 
Among these may be classed the Hebrew race, the Greek 
States and especially Athens, and the ancient Egyptians. 
The secret of their influence is to be found in their 
intellectual power, their moral force, or the depth of their 
religious convictions. And their greatness began only 
to be fully realized when their literature, their philosophy, 
and their moral principles became widely known. Such 
greatnes5 is o'f the diffusive kind, but is all the more 
lasting and permanent. 

Yet again, other nations, such as the Romans and 
the British, have become gr~at, and each had a message 
to the world, not because they possessed any inherent or 
powerful religion of their own, but because both were 
willing to learn from other nations, while retaining their 
()wn individuality. And so when the period of tutelage 
was over and each had assimilated the Christian religion, 
and the Greek philosophy, they were ready to teach the 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. TO OUR READERS 

After the series on Japan we hope' to come back 
nearer home to Palestine, and later on in the year to 
China, that mighty awakening Empire of the East. 

. Finally, in continuing our series Qf Religious Dis
c~ssit)Ils and articles on the Scriptures ·of the Tourat 
and Injeel, we shall be indeed "looking Eastwards," 
eastwards to the sun of Rightousness and the Bright 
all'd Mornirig Star. We believe that we shall be helping 
to introduce our Readers to some of the noblest 
men that ever lived in the East, and to a sacred liter
ature that is more widely read than any other in the 
whole world. We feel, moreover, that Egypt, if her sons 
would only more closely conform their own lives to 
the good to be found in these sai,nts of old, would 
learn the secret of how to live a nobIelife, how to obtain 
complete self-mastery, how to develop a true public-.. 
spirit, and as a consequence how to make possible 
the ultimate solution of those social 'and national prob
lems to which our "Retrospect" has alluded. Shall 
we not, at the opening of this New Year, watch for 
and hail the harbinger breeze of which the poet spoke, 
whIch whispered:-

'''The dawn, the dawn!' and died away; 
And East and West, without a breath 
Mixed their twin lights, like life and death, 
To broaden into endless day." 

Continued/rom succeeding page. 

world their own distinctive message-Rome that of law 
and order, and administration,~England that of religious 
liberty' and freedom. And did not Islam also rise to the 
zenith of its influence when it was ready to learn from 
others, and permit religious toleration within its borders? 

The true test of greatne.as. 
As a rule therefore we derive the lesson that those 

nations of antiquity which exert to~day the deepest 
influence upon the thinking world were not necessarily 
the largest or the mightiest. The lasting greatness of 
a nation depends on her quality, not lHlr size. And 
it is only those nations, which have produced great men 
of thought and action or good men of moral worth who 
have had international influence, that live for ever in the 
memory. These have a message for the. world. Their 
thoughts and writings, their laws and institutions, their 
noble deeds and upright lives, are the world's property, 
and appeal to men of every race and creed. 

How Egypt is to become great. 
If, then, our desire is to see Egypt really great, we shall 

try to study the lives of the world's really great and 
good, and the moral arid religious movements that they 
have set in motion. We shall not put them on one side, 
like China did for centuries, with self-s'atisfied complac
ence and content. We shall seek, moreover, to interest' 
others in the same from patriotic motiyes, and not confine 
ourselves to the study of the best men in'our own race or 
age, or movements of our co-religionis.ts .. Thus will the 
rising generation in Egypt obtain access to all that is 
noble and good and great in the world, and strive to live 
even better lives than these men of immortal memory. 
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Early Life, when completed. We have also studied many 
-of Christ's Parables and Miracles. All of the above are 
now on sale in tract form and at cheap prices.* Such 
are the subjects upon which we have touched during 
the past year, and when thus examined and classified 
they themselves carry us on to our . . 

PROSPECT. 
If in our first number last year we appealed to b~ 

received as brothers, we wish ·to take our stand this 
year on this as a fact accomplished. "Brotherhood" in 
spite of every factor of separation, whether of Class, 
Country, or Creed-this is the fact upon which we take 
'Our stand this. year. We do not believe this spirit to 
be contradictory to the spirit of Egyptian patriotism 
and national feeling. On the contrary it is our in
tention to encourage and foster all true patriotic 
feeling in the future as we have in the past, for we 
are sure that the best friends of a country are those who 
are seeking to strengthen its spirit of esprit de corps. 
We have reasons for believing that it is recognized in 
Egypt that we desire to foster and encourage Egyptian 
initiative, and to hear and give expression to the Egyptia·n 
point of view, if only from the fact that free discussion 
goes on in our premises, and that young Egyptians, 
irrespective of creed, come to us from time to time to 
seek advice or ask for facilities in their plans for 
mutual help and independent action. These ideas of 
Universal Brotherhood and National Spirit we shall 
therefore emphasize this year, and we shall seek to 
discover the principles by which thy can each be 
developed and yet combined. 

We hope to give a clear note on some of the 
problems which confront Egypt to-day, and in doing 
so we invite discussion and the free expression of 
opinion, provided it be temperate and fair. Further, 
in doing so we desire to stimulate, in Egyptians them
selves of the younger generation, the spirit of accurate' 
thinking, of initiative in action, and of efficiency in 
organization, so as to be able to work out their own 
destiny in days to come upon Eastern lines. 

We shall therefore continue our series upon Nationl 
dangers, such as Gambling, Beer and Buza drinking, 
Impure Pictures, etc.; upon National influences for good, 
such as schools for the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb, 
Orphanages, Reformatories, and Prisons, etc. We shall, 
in continuing our studies in different periods of the 
world's history, pay special attention to aspects of the 
history of Egypt, and what it can teach us. As an earnest 
of this, we have already received an illuminating article 
from the celebrated Egyptologist and Egyptophil 
Professor A. H. Sayce, D.D., Oxford, which we believ~ 
will be read with the attention it deserves. In turning 
the attention of our Readers to other lands, customs, 
and men, we shall look first to that wonderful Eastern 
land-Japan-the Land of the Rising Sun, which is 
solving some of the same problems that confront us 
here in the Near East. Japan's sun 'has risen, truly. 
May the result be daylight in the truest sense for her 
sister-nations of the Orient. 

"And the new sun rose, bringing the new year;" 
"Look Eastward, aye look Eastward." 

*List of Publications on the cover of the Magazine. 
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as a direct outcome, they d~:e:~i~ed -~o---:t::tanda-II ·,pUI r.>.i:lISI.... J W J f"'" J .:A,UI Jt.:.;;1 J »:II VI? 
Society themselves for the discussion of Moral 
Social Subjects of vital importance to the nation. We ~UI J~ J ..t:.:~ ..::;)lW,IJ ~11.!.ll:l ~\( -uJ . ~I t.5y 
wish such efforts every success. i ..' I 

Under the head of "HISTORICAL" we studied !~I ~IJtI J ~ __ 4:~~\;' ~ ~ if ~ ~)AlJ 
I, 

What the West has learned from the East, and we have had ,I', C~I il ~ ~; l:.:fo ~ 4.r t:.:IJ . ~)l1 ;~ ~ ~-
,articles tracing the extent and suppression of the evil of 
the Slave-trade in Central Africa, etc. 'And such his,.. 
tori cal articles have bee~ aU:gmented by a num:ber' Df 
" Biographical" sketches, which are of course also 
in a true sense historical. Thus we have had'illustrated 
sketches of the lives of Socrates (representing classicil 
times); Ignatius and Polycarp and Athanasius (representing 
the early Christian centuries); Kis ibn Saada (represent
ing Arabia just before the Hegira); Francis of Assisi 
(representing the middle ages); Wilberforce (representing 
the philanthropic movements of _ the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries); Livingstone, Gordon, Holman Hunt, 
Barnardo. and Sir George Williams, typical respectively 
of a nineteenth-century Western explorer, soldier, 
painter, philanthropist; while from the East we selected 
Sheikh Mohammed Abdu and Patldita Ramabai, as being two 
who, in modern times, have served their generation 
nobly, and set examples most worthy to be followed. 

Under the head of "History" we should'diention our 
dialogue "What happened before the Hegira,"t which we 
hope has helped to give clearer ideas about the all
important first four Christian centuries. 

Turning to articles dealing with the Advance of 
Civilization. we have made a real beginning to a wide 
subject, and have studied two very different parts of the 
world as specimens; the one East Africa, and more 
specially Uganda, its most prosperous part; and the 
other aregion almost antipodean to East Africa, the cold 
but lovely region- of N.-W. Canada, with its Red Indian 
inhabitants. 

Turning to Poetry. we 'have, as we promised, pub
lished a series of translations and hymns, originally 
written by writers in many different lands, thereby en
riching the collections already' available in the East-a 
service which we believe will be more and more appre
ciated as time goes on. Finally, we have had, as we 
promised, an occasional Literary article. 

Turning now to the RELIGIOUS portion of our 
Magazine, we have kept to our threefold programme of 
Articles on the Bible and Illustrated portions of the 
Bible, with short commentaries, and Devotional Articles 
and Meditations. 

In regard to the first, we have already mentioned the 
dialogue" What happened before the Hegira," which has 
been re-published, in English and Arabic, in booklet 
form. Another series of Dialogues, beginning with two 
individuals, has developed into the record of a Religious 
Debating Society, and under this form, we hope, will be 
continued this year. 

Of illustrated portions of the Bible we began with 
a series from the Creation to the story of Noah and 
the Flood: another on the Life of Abraham; and a 
third has just been commenced on The Early LIfe of 
Jeslls Christ .. a fourth upon the story of His Passion, 
Death. Resnrrection, and Ascension, was completed last 
spring and will be published in book form with the 
-- ----- -~~----~----~---~ ~ 

f' What happened before the Hegira?" English Library, Sharia Mohammed 
. IAIy. Cairo, Price, 2 P.T. 
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• • • TO OUR 

WITH this number, "Orient and· Occident" enters on 
the second year of its existence; and it is 

natural therefore that we should devote our Editorial 
to a Retrospect, survevingthe past year, and to a 
Prospect, anticipating the year on which we have 
entered. 

RETROSPECT. 
Our very first duty is to thank subscribers to the 

Orient and Occident for their support and appreciation, 
We have received many messages conveying apprecia
tion, during the past year, which warrant us in asking 
our subscribers to continue and increase their support, 
while we on our part will increase our efforts to make 
the Magazine fulfil the object of its existence. 

If the opening article in our opening number last 
year be re-read, it will be found, we think, that the pro
gramme there foreshadowed has been fairly carried out. 
Under the head of "MORAL" Subjects we have had 
articles on the building up of Character, and its para
mount importance both from' an individual and national 
point of view. We have shown that nations are living 
or dying nations, according as their members do or do not 
use aright the Power al).d influence which God has given 
to them: and we have, in a series on the Purity question' 
sought to show, from both the standpoint of Reason and 
that of Revelation, that a true and high ideal of Marriage 
involves also a high ideal of Parenthood, which will 
carry with it the Training of boys and girls in purity, 
chastity, and modesty. And we did not shrink from 
touching on the darker side 9f the question, in our article 
on the Ruin caused by Impurity among boys, youths, and 
men. 

These moral questions were also dealt with from a 
"Physical" point of view, by two articles on Hasheesh
consumption, which was shown to be a symptom as well 
as a cause of senSUality, and should be reckoned as such 
in any campaign against it; and by two more, earlier in 
the year, on The Effects of Alcohol on the body. Both of 
these subjeGts were treated of by medieal men. 

Under the head of "Social" Questions we have 
inserted several articles on Education, both in East and 
West, with special reference to The Training of boys and 
girls in Moral character: we have given some study to 
The Drink Question in Egypt; and discussions upon True 
National Progress have been summarized, So great was 
the interest created by the meetings which these articles 
introduced among some of our student hearers, that, 
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The star of the East, 
OR 

The Hymn of the Magi. 

We three kings of Orient are; 
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mou:ltain, 
Following yonder Star. 

o Star of wonder, Star of niglit, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still procec:ding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

One speaks ;-

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
Gold I bring, to crown Him again, 
King for ever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. 

o Star of wonder, &c. 

Another speaks ;-

Frankincense to offer have I, 
Incense owns a Deity nigh. 
Prayer and praising, all men raisin::;, 
Worship Him, God most High, 

o Star of wonder, &c. 

Another speaks ;-

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom: 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, clyin~, 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

o Star of wonder, &c. 

All speak;-

Glorious now behold Him aris2, 
King and God and Sacrifice, 
Alleluia, Alleluia; 
Earth to the heavens replies. 

o Star of wonder, &c. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS. 

Qr again, as one of them wrote, that "none has suffered 
through my fault, nor has a lie entered my heart since 
I was born." Alone among the religions of the old 
heathen world, the ancient religion of Egypt taught 
that what saved a man after death, and admitted him 
to the sun-lit heaven of Osiris, was not orthodoxy of 
belief and ceremonial, but moral righteousness; it was 
needful, they believed, that during his life he should 
have avoided sin and been actively benevolent as 
well. Before the judgment-seat of Osiris, his soul was 
weighed in the balance against truth; and, unless it 
could be shown, that in his life the dead man had 
not oppressed the poor, acted with deceit, caused 
the slave to be ill-treated by his master, given false 
weight, lied, been unchaste, made any to hunger or weep, 
(I quote from actual inscriptions), he was cast into outer 
darkness. . 

What a lesson there is in all this for the modern 
Egyptian! Disinterested work, union and discipline, 
above all a religion which forbade untruthfulness, dis
honesty, oppression, and unmerciful ness-these were 
w hat once made Egypt the first of nations. For number
less centuries she occupied a place in the world simi
lar to that now occupied by the greatest Western nation. 
But then, as art and learning, patriotism, and the old 
code of morality decayed and disappeared, she sank 
deeper and deeper to servility and misery. The land 
who~e kings had once ruled Western Asia was herself 
ruled by slaves! The'light of learning was extinguished 
in ignorance and superstition, the law of righteousness 
was forgotten, and,the character of the people changed 
and degenerated. 

And yet the same sun that shone in the days of the 
Pharaohs, still shines down on Egypt to-day; the same 
Nile irrigates the fields; the same fertile soil grows its 
abundant crops. And so the' social glory that was in 
the past may be again, if the Egyptian of to-day will set 
before himself the ideals of his ancestors, and strive, as 
they strove, to live up to them. To be trufihful and up
right, honest and cleanly, merciful and incorruptible, unit
ing in work for a common cause and eager to learn, was 
the aspiration of Egyptians in the centuries of Egypt's 
greatness: let it be the aspiration of their descendants 
in t~e_Egypt o.!Jo-d£ly. ________ _ 
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What can an Egyptian learn from 
his ancient Ancesiors? 

(Specially contributed to "Orient and Occident" by the Rev. 
Professor Sayee, the celebrated Egyptologist). 

THERE is no other country in the world which has 
preserved so much of its past history as Egypt. 

In Upper Egypt there is neither rain nor frost to destroy 
the monuments of the past, and the sand of the desert, 
which has covered so many of them, has preserved them 
from decay and from destruction by the hand of man. 
There is no other country, therefore, in which the history 
of their forefathers is brought so often, or so prominently, 
before its present inhabitants: we could almost say that 
that history is dug up by the fellaheen who remove the 
sand or soil from the sites of old cities, or stumble by 
accident across some ancient tomb. And, though a good 
deal of the history can be recovered from written inscrip
tions, which are decipherable only by Egyptian scholars, 
there is also a good deal of it which can be read and 
learned by anyone who chooses to use his eyes with in
telligence. For the walls of tomb and temple are covered 
with pictures of scenes which often tell their own tale, 
and the tombs 'are filled with objects which represent the 
daily life of .that old-world people. We can handle the 
cups and dishes they used, the couches and chairs on 
which they sat, the tables which occupied their rooms, 
the very toys with which their children played. Even 
the features of their dead have been preserved by the 
embalmer's art. 

Thanks to the excavations, and the study of Egyptian 
antiquities to which Egyptian scholars have devoted 
themselves for the last hundred years, our knowledge of 
the ancient Egyptians and their life and thought is now 
wonderfully complete. And the result has been to fill us ' 
with wonder and astonishment and admiration. Anci
ent Egypt was the great pioneer of civilisation: the 
seeds of culture were first sown on the banks of the Nile. 
Professor Maspero, the learned chief of the Egyptian 
antiquities department, once remarked to me that he be
lieved that all the ideas which have ruled the world were 
invented in Egypt: and each fresh discovery has gone 
to show, that not only i:1 philosophy, but als6 in art, the 
same fact holds good. The ancient Egyptians were a 
people ofrare intelligence, who sought art and cultivated 
knowledge for their own sakes, and succeeded in achiev
ing great pra,tical results - in transforming a land of 
pestiferous s,,:,"amp into fertile fields, in changing and 
regulating the course of the Nile, and in erecting coloss~l 
monuments by means of steady, united labour under the 
directioil of one controlling brain. ' 

And with this intellectual and artistic development 
there was coupled an extraordinarily high moral stand
ard. The moral code of ancient Egypt is unique 
among ancient nations, and the inscriptions show th'at 
an endea.,your was made to live up ·toit. The dead 
man, instead of boasting on the wall of his tomb of 
his . possessions, or his valour in war, or even of his 
piety towards the gods, rests his .claim for remembrance 
on such facts as these-that, in days of famine 
he had fed the' multitude, or that he had fed the 
hungry, given drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked: 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

needs amending. If the society is unlim~ted in number&, 
-open to all and sundry, we shall be flooded out with 
members, many of whom will come of curiosity. Then we 
·shall have disorder: for I regret to say, that our Egyptian 
meetings are still very difficult, sometimes impossible, to 

·control. And such a one might be beyond the powers 
,even of our present incomparable Chairman. 

• 
The Chairman. I am unworthy of your kind words. 

Will you kindly make a definite amendment, Fahmy 
Effendi? 

Fahmy. I propose that the society be limited to 
twenty; that those present be original members if they 
will .... 

Sheikh Radwan. I shall certainly not be a member 
. of any such ..... 

The Chairman. Order! Order! Proceed, Fahmy 
Effendi. 

Fahmy. And that the names of members to make 
up the twenty be introduced and voted on at our next 
meeting, all present undertaking that they will Ottly speak 

,on the subject to those who are in general sympathy 
with our design. 

The Chairman. We have now a motion and two 
amendments: we had better discuss these before going 
further. (Discussion follows). 

The Chairman. It seems to me that we have discussed 
these points enough ... (Sheikh Radwan-" No!") I per
ceive most of you wish to divide. We take the 
amendments first, in order. (Division, by show of hands). 

The Chairman. I declare both amendments carried. 
And the original motion therefore runs as follows: 
" That a society be formed; limited to twenty members 
but open to members of all persuasions, to the free 
discussion of moral and religious questions; that the 
original membership be formed from the present assem
blage, and the remainder be elected after names shall 
have been proposed at our next meeting." (General 
applause). 

EI-Hindi. I think, Mr Chairman, that instead of dis
cussing further motions, as we have settled the main 
point, it will be most convenient and economical of time 
and eloquence if we relegate the drawing-up of "Rules 
of the Society" and "Regulations of Debate" to a Sub
Committee. (Applause). 

Sheikh Radwan, Far it be from me-God forbid-
that I should be a party to unbelief and in orthodoxy of 
thought. Come with me all ye who determine to retain 
the purity of the Islamic Religion, and to resist un
believers, whose portion is Hell! "God make their 
children orphans, and give their posess ions to be a prey 
to the Moslems'," (Exit, with three or four others). 

The Chairman, No matter. They hold their view, 
we ours. They will find no lack of Societies, but ours is 
unique, I announce that our next meeting will be here, 
next Friday, at 3 o'clock. And so, "Salaam." 
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ORIENT AND OCCDENT. SEQUEL TO "AN AZHAR DEBATE." 

afterwards the original motion or motions. I only ask you, 
'gentlemen, to avoid excitement and prolixity in your 
remarks, and not to deviate from the course I have laid 
down." 

First rose an eloquent young Sheikh named Rad wah, 
and delivered a long oration on the benefits of religion 
in general, and Islam in particular, the need of reform in 
various aspects of Egyptian life, and his belief that the 
hope of this reform depended on this Society about to be 
inaugurated. All listened patiently to this oration, 
which was delivered'in'very fine Arabic. 

The Presidmt (smiling) We have listened with admira
tion to this speech, though, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
I should have pointed out to our friend that what we 
want is definite suggestions as to the formation of a 
Society. Othman Effendi, will not you propose a 
resolution ? 

Othman. I beg to propose the following resolution 
" That a society be formed, open to all members of the 
Azhar. and Moslems from the Secondary and Higher 
Schools, for the free discussion of moral and religious 
problems." 

Ahmed. Why Moslems only? Did we not before 
propose that our friends Bulus and Hanna should attend 
those meetings, and did w~ not feel the need of them after 
it had been decided not to have them in? We want to 
hear the ideas of these men. And, if possible, I should 
like to see a few Jews included, and if there is such a 
thing, a Pagan or two. We want to extend the scope of 
our minds and sY~lpathies, not contract them. 

Sheikh Radwan. I utterly object to the remarks of 
the last speaker. These men are unbelievers simply. 
They are those whom we are bound to oppose. At present 
they Oppress us, al1d we hope the time is coming when 
we can shake off their oppression. Is this the tin1e for 
peaceable discussion with them .? 

El-Hindi. By your leave, excellent sir, I think that 
it is highly advisable to steer clear of political matters 
in this and future discussions, and so . " . 

Shiekh Radwan. Impossible! Politics and Religion 
are inseparable. I am prepared to ... 

The Chairman. Kindly allow our Indian friend to 
finish his rem;nks uninterrupted. 

El-Hindi. I' was going to say that the cause of Rel
igion is damaged by the introduction of political pas
sion, or indeed any passion at all. Religion is a per
sonal matter between the soul and God. In every country 
there should be freedom for all men, not only to believ.e 
as they will, but to discuss with others, and convince them 
(with God's help) of the truth. Nor should there be 
any prejudice against those who follow, and if necessary 
change, their convictions. I\t all events, violence in 
Religion or persecution of any kind is out of question. 

The Chairman. This, no doubt opens up most inter
esting questions about Religious toleration, and the con
nection of Nationalism with Religion, etc., which we 
may well discuss later. But at present Othman Effendi 
has made a motion. Is there any amendment? 

Ahmed. I propose that this society be open to all 
denominations. 

Fahmy. I see another point where the proposal 
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Sequel to U An Azhar Debate." 

THE series of discussions organized by Ahmed and 
Othman, at which the questions" Was Mohammed 

descended from Ishmael? " and "Was Isaac or Ishmael 
the victim?" were discussed, closed of necessity when 
the examinations and the summer recess came on. But 
before that time the interest excited in every Riwak in the 
University was immense,especially when it became known 
that a majority of votes had decided that" the line of 
prophets was confined to the seed of Isaac, not that of 
Ishmael" and that "Isaac, not Ishmael, was Abraham's 
destined victim." All therefore looked forward to a re-

'sumption of the meetings in the autumn, and not least the 
Effendis Ahmed and Othman, and Sheikh Nur-ed-Din, the 
Chairman, and some others who had ventured to vote 
. according to conviction, even though their conviction 
went counter to general opinion. 

The friends agreed to meet in the room of El-Hindi, 
a Moslem student from Calcutta studying Arabic in 
Cairo, in order to settle whether, and in what form, their 
meetings could continue, and whether it was advisable 
to found a special society for the discussion of these 
matters, and if so, upon what principles, and with what 
rules. This El-Hindi wa-;; himself extremely sympath
etic to those who wished for open discussion, and indeed 
it was well-known that he, with certain friends, had held 
an important discussion on Sham-en-Naseem day on the 
authenticity of the Injeel, in answer to the question 

. "What happened before the Hegira?" There came there
fore to his room, by private invitation, all those who had 
taken part in the Azhar discussion, and there came also 
the Sheikhs Abdullah and Husain, and Fahmy, the 
·college-student friends of El-Hindi. 

After they had assembled and had warmly greeted 
-eachother, coffee was brought in. During the drinking 
,of this, it was agreed by all that Sheikh N ur-ed-Din, the 
chairman of the former meeting should be chairman on 
this occasion also. So he, h3.ving taken the chair, 
began as follows :-

"Gentlemen,-I need not take your time in going 
'Over the events which led to those free discussions, and 
have made us feel the more our need of a society where 
we can meet and express ourselves freely on religious 
matters and without fear. It is not my part now to pro
pose motions, but simply to guide and control this meet
ing : therefore I now leave to you to bring forward defi
nite proposals so that a society may be constituted. I 
shall then allow time for the discussion of the motion 
·or motions, or for any amendment which may be pro
posed. When I see that everything has been fully dis- , 

-cussed we shall divicb on the amendments first, and I 

" 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. RELIGION IN JAPAN. 

-------- ----

Religion in Japan. 

THE astonishing rise of Japan into the position of a 
first-class power has naturally given rise to much 

enquiry about the religious ideas which have affected 
her in the past, and speculation as to those which are 
likely to be predominant in the future. Into this latter 
question we do not intend to enter just now. We may 
well leave that in the hands of God, and believe that 
the Religion which is worthy of prevailing will prevail. 

It is upon the former question we wish to lay a 
few thoughts before our Readers. Of course we can 
only hope to touch the rudiments of the subject, which 
is a very difficult one, not only because of its scope, 
but still more because of its subtlety and the vague
ness and confusion of thought with which we meet in 
studying it. If our Readers express themselves as 
desirous of pursuing the subject a little mOre deeply, 
we are quite ready to do so. 

The three pictures bring the subject to the mind 
ina CO:1crete way. The first represents some priests 
of the oldest (and indeed aboriginal) Japanese religion, 
Shintoism. The second represents' a priest of the 
religion which was introduced the 6th Century A.D., 
Buddhism. The third is a Japanese translation of the 
Prayer of the religion which found its way to Japan 
latest of all, Christianity. To these three systems 
must be added a fourth, which indeed is hardly a 
religion at all properly speaking, Confucianism, which 
has played a very important part in the character of 
the Japanese. 

I.-Shintoism. 

Shinto is a word signifying the "Way of the Gods." 
It seems to be a survival of an aboriginal animistic 
religion; that is, one whose chief feature is worship 
of the departed spirits, and more especially the 
spirits of the pa"t and present Emperors, .between 
whom and the Original Universal Spirit a special 
connection is conceived to exist. This is really all that is 
solid in Shintoism. The later polytheism that grew up 
round it is simply a popular superstition. Its real value 
lies in its inculcating a reverence for the past, and a 
loyalty towards the throne and the national life of 
which the throne is the centre. Otherwise it is destitute 
of content, moral or spiritual. It is a useful instrument 
in the hands of Government for maintaining loyalty. 
And thus it is possible to say that from one point of 
view no Japanese is a Shintoist: from another, in the 
words of a recent Japanese writer, * "Weare all Shinto
ists .... so long as we are born Japanese." It is indeed, like 
Hinduism, a local social system. 

II.-Confucianism. 

Confucianism is in reality a moral and social 
system, which was formulated by the great philosopher, 
Confucius, in China five centuries before Christ, worked 

*Okakura-Yoshisaburo in "The Japanese Spirit," an illuminating little monograph 
published last year. 

I 

up rather than created by him from much older writings 
and traditions. It has never been a system that has 
been exclusively confessed by the Japanese. Rather it 
has had a leavening and permeating effect, which has 
probably made its influence greater than if it had been 
formulated as a creed. Probably it has done more to 
mould Japanese character than any other system up to 
now, for it is practical, not theoretical, like the Japanese 
character itself. The root of Confucianism consists in 
asserting that all private and public duty consists of the 
right observance of the "Five relationships," i.e., those 
between Parents and Children, Pupils and Teachers, 
Husbands and Wives, Friends alld Friends, Masters 
and Servants. It describes the ideals of these relation
ships with minutest accuracy, laying down multitudes 
of precepts, and formulating many noble maxims. 
Like Shintoism it has a system of ancestor-worship-,
on which it lays great stress: which fact, together with 
its practical character, made its acceptance very easy with 
the Japanese. Like Shintoism, too, it preserves a 
studious silence about ·God or man's eternal future. 
Again you might almost as easily say that every Japanese 
is a Confucian, and that none is. The nation is steeped 
in Confucian morality, for the entire education of the 
people was for centuries carried on by means of Confu
cian textbooks without which no man could learn even 
to read or write the characters in which his own language 
was written. 

III.-Buddhism. 

Gautama, the founder of Buddhism, lived in India 
about the same time that Confucius lived in China. But 
his religion was not introduced into Japan till a thou
and years later, i.e., about 550 A.D., some centuries 
after the introduction of Confucian teaching. It 
recognises a personal God just as little as the other two 
systems we have mentioned, but it has more to say 
about the future life. (It must be almost impossible for 
an Egyptian, whether Moslem or Christian, to understand 
how three godless systems can pretend to be called 
religions. That depends upon one's definition of 
"Religion." Philosophically speaking, they are in fact, 
like Hinduism, so many systems on a Pantheistic basis, 
or perhaps Confucianism is, properly speaking, based 
on Agnosticism; and as such they are all to be sharply 
contrasted with the three great religions that sprang 
from the Near East, which more or less conceive of 
God as personal). According to Buddhism the material 
world and all finite existence is an illusion; it is also 
evil, for all illusion is false, and falsehood is evil. Effort 
and action, which go on the assumption that the world 
is real, are foolish and false. They do but increase the 
pain and worry and burden of life, from which the wise 
man only desires to be freed. The supremely wise and 
good man becomes more and more indifferent to the 
world or to his own conscious existence, and Salvation 
is just the passing of his conscious soul into Nirvana, or 
oblivion, i.e., into the formless Absolute from which he 
sprang. Buddha gave a "Way" to this Salvation, into 

It On this Subject see Vol 1. p. 353. 
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RELIGION IN JAPAN-continued. 

which we cannot go now. It consists of virtue and 
self-renunciation. Those who practise these are reincar
nated in successively higher human births, till at last 
they reach Nirvana: those who practise the opposite, 
pass into the lives of lower and lower animals and 
are proportionately farther away from Nirvana. 

It was not this part of Buddhism that has appealed 
to. the eminently practical and blithe Japanese nature. 
Rather it has been the Buddhist insistence on self
sacrifice and indifference to the pains and discomforts 
of this world which harmonised with and strengthened 

". 

the Japanese carelessness about the future, and his 
love of loyalty and patriotism, and his consequent 
willingness to suffer or die for his country. 

IV.-Christianity. 

What a contrast these three religions present to 
the newer faith which is yearly increasing its hold 
on Japan; 'which, instead of pointing to a blank and 
rayless universe, teaches the Japanese in the words of 
the prayer which we print in our third illustration, to 
look up and say 

" OUR FATHER."! 

THE L.QB.D~S PRAY,SB. IN JAPAN.I>S.t:. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. WHO RECEIVED THE INFANT SAVIOUR? 

so were honoured with the first tidings of the birth of 
their Redeemer. Forty days afterwards occUlTed~ 

I1.~His Reception by instructed and pious Jews. 

This took place when He was taken from Bethlehem 
to Jerusalem, six miles away, to be presented at the 
Temple and dedicated to God as the first-born of His 
Mother in obedience to the Law which He came to fulfil, 
not to destroy. For there entered the Temple at that 
very moment, by the inspiration of the Spirit, a devout 
Israelite named Simeon, one of the instructed, religious, 
earnest class of Jews whom we have mentioned; and when 
his dim,aged eyes fell upon the tiny figl1~e of the Infant 
Saviour borne in Mary's arms, it was revealed to him 
that this was the Christ for whom he had been suffered 
to wait so long, that he might see Him with his eyes 
before he died. So he took Him in his arms, and bless
ed God, and prophesied about the future of this Won
drous Child. Not only so, but qn aged Jewish lady named 
Anna, of ancient lineage and holy, consecrated life, came 
in on that instant, and, being inspired of God, added her 
testimony to Simeon's, speaking of Him "to all th~m 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem," i.e., to those 
sincere, earnest Jews whom the study of the Scriptures 
had prepared to receive their King with humble joy. 

There yet remained a third class ere the representa
tion of the human race round the cradle of the Infant 
Saviour-King was complete. The Gentiles must come and 
adore. So we come to 

III.~His Reception by the Gentiles. 

The Magi were philosophers from some Eastern land, 
Persia it may be, or India, or Arabia. They were men 
who, like Melchizedek or Balaam of old, had used the 
light of reason and conscience, given to them by the 
Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world," to feel their way to a knowledge of the One God. 
And they were filled with a longing to know more. To 
these men, then, as they scanned the starry heavens by 
night, according to the wont of the philosophers of the 
East in those days, there appeared a wondrous Star; 
and it told them that the King of the whole world was 
born in Judea. Without hesitation they took precious 
gifts in their hands and went forth to seek Him, and see 
Him, and adore. 

The Roman historians, Tacitus and Suetonius, tell 
us that the East was filled with a universal belief about 
that time that a King of the whole world should arise 
from J uclea. It is, therefore, very easy to see how, to 
minds thus prepared and thus expectant, the appearance 
of some unusual astronomical event would at once sug
gest just this, that He had come. But further, these 
learned men very possibly knew the Jewish Sacred Books, 
and if so, they knew thit prophecy .of Balaam of old, 
about the Star that should arise out of Jacob, signifying 
the Prince who should rule the Orient and Occident 
alike. [c.f. Numbers xxiv., 17-19]. 

Thus we see hoW it was that the appearance of that 
wondrous Star sent them to Judea, and to Judea's capital, 

r Jerusalem, there to enquire in what part of the land they 
might find their King. Such an event, they thought, 
could not have been hid. 

IV.~Three Classes who Received Him not. 

We now find unbelief corresponding to faith: for the 
three classes of believers whom we have mentioned find 
their counterpart in three classes of men who through 
their cowardice, or spiritual sloth, or wicked selfishness, 
rejected the Infant Christ. 

Thus (I) the Shepherds answer to the people of 
Jerusalem in general, who, like them, heard the good 
tidings, yet, unlike ·them, in their craven fear of the 
supposed consequences '01' 'Messiah's coming, were 
"troubled" and made no effort to find out the truth of 
the matter. 

(2) Simeon and Anna answer to those Scribes and 
Priests, who like them knew the Law and the Prophets, 
but unlike them had no burning desire to search out 
their King and be present to greet Him whenever He 
should appear. 

(3) And these foreign Magi answer to Herod the king, 
himself a foreigner from "Edom"(see Balaam's prophecy), 
who like them, was apprised of the Coming of the 
King, but, unlike them,thought of nothing save how he 
might defeat the purposes of God and save for himself 
his crown. They gave up their treasure to the Babe 
and gained a Heavenly one: he sought to rob the Babe 
of all, and himself lost all. History tells us that he died 
miserably that very year, full of sins and wretchedness. 

Conclusion. 

We need not now explain more minutely the 
latter half of the narrative. If we read it over carefully 
once more we see that the following are its chief 
messages to us. 

(I) Christ is over all, and for all. Of those Wise 
Men's gifts, the gold tells us that He is the universal 
King; the frankincense, that He is the universal 
Mediator of prayer; the myrrh that He is the universal 
Sacrifice. This and His reception by Jew and Gentile, 
rich and poor, wise and ignorant, high and low, men 
and women, tell us that He is far above all men 
and for all men. Therefore He is above each one of 
us in Egypt to-day and for each of us. 

(2) All men have some light. And by their use of that 
light they will be judged. We have seen that some 
used the light they had, whether it was much or little; 
and all these were guided to the truth. Others again 
disused or misused the light they had, much or little, 
and there was taken from them even that which they 
had. So shall it be with each one of us to-day, Christian, 
or Moslem, or Heathen, learned or ignorant. Let each 
one then ask himself: "Have I ascribed to Christ the 
supreme place in history and the supreme place in my 
life? Have I taken Him as my King, Intercessor,Sacrifice ? 
Am I using the light which I have and pressing on in 
my moral and religious life? And have I surrendered to 
Him all I am and all I possess ?" God grant that the 
answer of each of us may be "Yes! " 
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• • • • SYNOPSIS • • • I 

OF THE 

Growth of Hellenic Influence throughout the World. 
(Synopsis of the Address given at Bait Arabi Pasha, on Friday, the I9th'inst.) . 

•• • •• 
I.-Entrance of Greece on the stage of World=History during the Persian War of 490=480. 

2.-The Outburst of Hellenic Genius during the ISO succeeding years, 480=330, A.D. 

1 

1 1 -~-~ --r ----I I 1 
Poetry 

I 
Trag-edy Comedy History Rhetoric Painting Sculpture Architecture Science 

I 1 I· 1 1 1 1 1 
Pindar Aeschylus Aristophanes Herodotus Demosthenes Zeuxis Pheidias Pheidias Aristotle 

Sophocles Thucydides Polygnotus Praxiteles Euclid 

[Homer] Euripides Apelles 

3.-Diffusion of this influence, first, in Victory. 

1 

Philosophy 
1 

Socrates 

Plato 

Aristotle 

In 333 Alexander conquered the East, the result of which was a diffusion of Greek civilisati.on through

out the East. The Tourat translated into Greek. 

4.-Diffusion of this influence, next, in Defeat. 

In 2nd and 3rd Centuries B.c. Rome absorbs the Hellenic Kingdoms, and is herself absorbed by Hellenic 

civilisation, which she diffuses throughout the then-civilised world, and with it the Injeel, written in Greek. 

5.-Revival of this influence, from the 15th Century till now. 

In 1453 the Turks take Constantinople. The Greek Scholars carry their culture into Europe, where a 

Renaissance takes place, from which starts, directly or indirectly, a new art, a new literature, a new 

science and philosophy, and a reformed Religion, the effects of which are seen all around, and in all 

the world to-day. 

This Series will be continued on FRIDAYS, at Seven o'clock. 

Who Received The Infant Saviour? 
A FTER the Birth of Jesus in the Khan at Bethlehem, 

and His adoration by the Shepherds that same 
night, there follow in the Gospel narrative several im
portant and moving descriptions of events during His 
infancy. 

We find in these early narratives the reception 
accorded to the Saviour-King by three typical classes of 
Jews and Gentiles. We have already considered--

I. ---His Reception by the Shepherds. 

Those poor Jews, who, though despised and un
learned, were yet sincere children of Abraham, and 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

--I --~-- -------~------------- ~-----

Recent Addresses and Discussions. 
mHE series of historico-national addresses which has 
~ 1 ~ been commenced at the Friday evening meetings at 
Bab-el-Louk, is proving a decided success. We have 
already printed, in our second number, Professor Sayce's 
short but illumill~ting address on the lessons to be 
learned by a modern Egyptian from the study of his old 
ancestors. And last week we gave a summary of the 
second address, upon the influence of Greece on the 
worlel. VVe now ;:;ive some further account of these two 
evenings. Professor Sayee's address (which was read 
out in the absence of the author) was immensely appre
ciated, and was greeted with the loudest applause. Men 
seemed to be touched by the fact of a foreigner display
ing such an interest in their forefathers, and taking the 
trouble to tell them the lessons suggested by their own 
history. A unanimous vote of thanks was carried to Dr. 
Sayce, oy aCClalllCl'lU[i, ana so was a molion expressing 
a hope that he would honour us with another such 
address in the near future. 

After this, a paper was read on the necessity of the 
study of history in general. The speaker showed that 
the" historical temper" was one of the chief distinguish
ing marks to-day between an educated and a semi
educated man: that it was an aspect of the passion for 
truth which characterised the modern movement of mind 
in all its phases of science and literature and religion: 
llidl no iOVlT 01 Ll ulll .::oulci all ore! to be careless about 
history, 

After this address, many speakers delivered eloquent 
speeches, including the reciting of many stanzas of fine 
A.rabic poetry. It was clear that the subject had touched 
a deep chord. One seemed to gather that many modern 
Egyptians do !lot realise, but tacitly disown, their con
nection with the old Egyptians, and thus miss the inspira
tion which such a realisation might bring, in emphasizing 
national unity, and supplying a motive for just national 
pride in which all sections of the nation might share. 
Perhaps some present felt rebuked in this manner, and 
macle resolutions to make up this deficiency. 

There was much comparing the glories of ancient 
Egypt with the Egypt of to-day, and impressive expres
sIons of regret and self-reproach, But one very sensible 
speaker pointed out, first, that Egypt was now, at any 
rate, going up and not down, and secondly, that it was 
premature to blame thell/sel'ves for the present condition 
of Egypt, for which past generations were to blame: they 
had their work to do in this generation, and for this alone 
they were responsible. This was indeed a word of wis
dom. 

Lastly, a very good suggestion was made by one 
student, who pointed out that it was hard for the patriotic 
Egyptian to take a worthy interest in his ancient ancestors 
when he could not study its literature in the original. 
Why did not the Government start a school or an evening 
class for the study of hieroglyphics and ole! Egyptian? 
We applaud the remark; but-why "the Government"? 
It was rather a good example of a besetting weakness of 
modern Egyptians to depend on Government for the 1"F'-
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. ReCENT ADDRESSES AND DISCUSSIONS. 

alization of even their OW,l bright ideas. Obviously such 
a class could be started as a purely private business, or 
by a private society, for the study of national antiquities. 

The subject of the following week was an address on 
the origin, pr06ress, and results of Hellenic influence-that 
astonishing phenomenon of the last 2400 years. Leaving 
out the inLresti!1~~, but still imperfectly-known, question 
of early relations between Egypt and Greece, the speaker 
showed how the battle of Marathon created the" West" 
in distinction to the " l'~ast," how it was followed by the 
most astotlishing eruption of genius the world has ever 
seen, whereby 0 standard was set for all time in at least 
ten different branches of art and literature. He then 
show·~d how the influence of these original minds was 
diffused and brought down to our own day by three car
dinal e:vents of history-~(1) The conquest of the East by 
AlexaiJder, in 333 B.c., (2) The coi1quest of Greece by 
Rome, in 146 B.C., and (3) The capture of Byzantium by 
the Turks, in 1453 A.D. The following was the conclud
ing s(cctiol1 :--" ... ,lYe see that Greece teaches us here 
in ic,:,:,y,Jt one tilitlg; tnat not by politIcai power, nor even 
by independence only, is a nation to be accounted great, 
or its influence to be gauged. Thoughts are mightier 
con9uerors than swords, mightie:r because more subtle. 
Egypt once taught Greece who taught the world. It may 
be the will of God that Egypt shall never be politically 
great. But we have seen that this need not necessarily 
prevent her from becoming great in other, and more vital 
ways. Once let the Egyptian nation cease following 
after pleasure or ease, and hunger and thirst for know
ledge: and true culture; once let it drop religious bitter
ness, and welcome truth from whatever quarter it comes, 
once let it cease from internal divisions, and fratricidal 
animosities, and prefer national unity to any other prin
ciple of union which could only be realized by the per
manent division of the nation; and who shall say what 
may be the future that is in store for our Egypt, which 
already once has been the schoolmistress of the world?" 

After this address, a short discussion took place, in 
which one speaker pointed out that the glorious national 
past of the Greeks had not prevented them from declining 
and falling into impotence, and drew the inference that 
modern Egyptians must look to themselves. Another 
speaker made a most sensible and well-informed speech 
about the strenuous athletic training which made Greeks 
so splendid in war, and pointed out the need for better 
physical culture here in Egypt. A third pointed out the 
almost impossibility of their hoping to study Greek lit
erature to any advantage, since translations give no idea 
of the originals, and they could not hope to study Greek; 
brilliant exceptions, like Mr Bostani's translation of the 
Iliad into Arabic verse, only proved rule. Finally, 
in an short ironical speech, but uttering truth in his 
irony, a Mohammedan former law-student pointed out 
how we owed to the Turk two things-(1) The Revival 
of European learning-for the Turk had chased it from 
Constantinople into Europe! and (2) The discovery of 
the New World-to which the Turk had forced Europe, 
by barring the Eastern route to India ! We shall 
study these subjects in detail when we come to the history 
of the Middle Ages. 
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The Character of the boy Jesus. 
TWO short verses sum up for us all we really know 

about the character of Jesus as a boy (Luke ii., 40 
and 52), and yet what a distinct picture of the Holy 
Child is given therein! First, we are told" He grew," 
that is in body; then that" He waxed strong," that is in 

'spirit, and this is qualified by the phrase "being filled 
with wisdom," or, as it might be rendered, "filling Him
self with wisdom." I-Iere we have all-round develop
ment, physical, spiritual, intellectual, and religious. He 
grew in wisdom, but was always as wise as could be. 
"Nobody could see anything in Him which might have 
been altered for the better." What was this wisdom then? 

The Education of Jesus. 
According to the Pharisees of Jerusalem, Jesus had 

an imperfect educatiun, and for this they reproached 
Him, you remember, at the feast with the taunt "How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learnt?" (John 
vii., IS). Doubtless he went tothe village school at Naz
are(~l when ll(; attained [ile age ()f ;six, Ulll lllLlL~" VI' ~~;" 

training He must have received at home from His mother. 
And here we have an invaluable lesson for every Egypt
ian family to-day. Remember the importance of good lzome
training. School teaching and training may be good, but 
a holy mother's influence is better. Young men, shall we 
not see to it that we choose good and useful wives? 
Fathers and mothers, think more of the influence of home 
upbringing, and try to show a blameless life and example 
to your children. Like Joseph and Mary, be not ashamed 
of being religious and Leaching it to your children, and, 
when they go to school, see that they be sent where they 
will learn good manners, live under right influences, and 
form strong characters. 

The second kind of education that Jesus had was an 
industrial one. He was taught a trade. This excellent 
Jewish practice seems to have been universal in olden 
days. So Jesus was taught to be a Carpenter, not in the 
shop of some skilled Greek in the city on the plain, but 
in the village shop of Nazareth. Justin Martyr (140 A.D.) 
says He made plows and yokes. If so, what new mean
ing it gives to Christ's invitation to us all ;-" Take my 
yoke upon you and learn of ME, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, for MY yoke is easy .... " (Matthew xi., 29-30). 
Why did the Lord of Glory conclescend to become a car
penter and learn a trade, and that one of the most des
pised in those days? Was it not meant to teach us all 
the sacredness of work? No act of toil and labour is 
dishonouring in God's sight. 

And then there was the education of environment. The 
simple life of the peasant folk around Him was a better 
preparation for Hi" life-work than crowded city streets. 
And it is evident from Jesus' teaching during His earthly 
ministry, that He had studied deeply in God's Book of 
Nature during His early life. He had sought in solitude 
upon these Galilean hills, and by the shores of the Sea 
,of Galilee, to hold communion with God. He had learnt 
moreover, many a spiritual lesson from birds and beasts 
and flowers in the peacefulness of that fertile valley. 

Lastly, Jesus received a moral and religious educatioll, 
both so vital to a healthy, happy ;life. Like every young 
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Jewish lad, He learnt the Tour!!! from five to ten years of 
age, and then the Mis/lila from ten to fifteen. This know
ledge was not merely oral, but He had evidently studied 
the Bible both in Hebrew and in Greek, as is plain from 
the fact that He often quotes from both versions. More
over, H(~ had studied widely, for He quotes from, or 
alludes to, nearly every book of the Old Testament in 
His short ministry. And we know that He coule! write. 

His First Passover at Jerusalem. 

But the one incident in his boyhood which has been 
fully preserved to us by St. Luke is illustrative of Jesus' 
beautiful character as a boy. His first visit to Jerusalem, 
when twelve years olel, must have made a deep impres
sion upon His life. 

The occasion was the fea'St of the Passover, and 
Jerusalem those days was thronged, even more than it is 
to-day at the tilllP of the Eastern Easter, by tens of thous
ands ot jew Is11 \Jilg;-ims trom many lCilllh" all tUlll;ilg 
their eyes towards Zion, the Holy city of God. Then too, 
the Temple precincts (to which we have already alluded), 
with all the Jewish sacrifices, rites and ceremonies, and 
numbers of attendants, at the very centre of the national 
worship, must have filled the boy Christ with wonder
ment. But of this we are told nothing in the Gospel. 
We only know that "the boy Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem" after the seven days were over, so great was 
the attraction of the place for Him. And it was not till 
~ vvllu~e day \, jUll-" JJLf 11LiLt 21~lps~(! tliu.t JU";~i)l-.1. aJ1L: =\I~~:~.J 

discovered tl?-eir loss. He was altogether missing from 
the band of returning pilgrims. So they were forced to 
leave their caravan and retrace their steps to Jerusalem, 
with the country (just then) in a wild and unsettled state, 
as we know from Roman history. 

Sitting in the midst of the doctors. 

Neither on that day, nor during that night, nor till the 
end of the next day, did they discover Jesus, ti 11 at last 
they found Him in the Temple, "sitting in the midst of 
the doctors," in one of the inner courts adjoining the 
court of the Gentiles, calm and happy in the presence 
of some of the greatest religious Teachers of the day. 
Among those present may have been the great Hillel, 
well nigh a hundred years old by now; and his grandson, 
the refined and liberal Gamaliel. Annas, His future 
judge, and the wealthy Joseph of Arimathea, and the 
timid bU1 earnest Nicodemus may have been there as 
well. Bnt whoever they were, they were all charmed 
with His earnest questions, and His own boyish opinions 
about the word of God. There was nothing forward or 
impertinent about Him, but only the intense eagerness 
of " a child to whom Goel had given serious vision, and 
from whom a wise mother had withheld folly." 

The surprise of the parents was greater even than 
Lheir reverence and awe in the presence of such vene
rable men. Hitherto they had only known Jesus as the 
silent, sweet, obedient child. But incessant contact, it 
would seem, had blunted the sense of His wonderful 
ongll1. And so His tired mother gently remonstrates 
with her boy in the words: "Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? Thy father and I sought thee sorrowin o-." 

----- -- ---------
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Christ is JVIerciful and Mild. 
(A Children's Hymn). 

CHRIST is merciful and mild; 
He was once a little child; 

He Whom heavenly hosts adore 
Lived on earth among the poor. 

Thus He laid His glory by, 
When for us He stooped to die: 
How I wonder when I see 
His unbounded love to me! 

He the sick to health restored, 
To the poor He preached the Word; 
Even children had a share 
Of His love and tender care. 

Every bird can build its nest, 
Foxes have their place of rest; 
He by Whom the world was made 
Had not where to lay His Head. 

He Who is the Lord most high 
Then was poorer far than I, 
That I might hereafter be 
Rich to all eternity. 

Continued from P. 3I. 

Weare grateful however, for this tender reproach, for it 
-drew from Jesus His first recorded words:-
_U Why is it that ye sought me! Wist ye not that I must be 

abolit the things of My Father! " 

The Self=consciousness of Jesus. 

It was a strange reply, one which neither Joseph nor 
Mary understooel. Evidently the Temple Rabbis, who 
taught their pupils orally by means of questions and of 
dialogue, seem to have drawn from the boy grave 
thoughts and questions which He had hitherto kept to 
Himself. For He had learned to know Goel as His Father, 
and surely this was the cause of His sweet correction of 
His gentle mother, when she spoke (in ordinary parlance) 
of Joseph as his father. But the whole expression of Jesus 
is luminous with meaning. He meant, did He not, to 
express, not only that He had come to know His heavenly 
origin, but that He had formed His life-icle:d. His life 
on earth was to be-mllst bc--a completely elevoted life, 
devoted to God and devoted to service of mankind. His 
Father's business was His first concern. His Father's 
iiOuse was His proper home. 
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Elizabeth Fry. 
"Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our lives sublime." 

THIS .lesson we learn pre.,.e:ninently from the life of 
. ElIzabeth Fry, for she IS known to-day, not on 

account of high position-she was a merchant's wife
nor on account of wealth-for part of her life she was 
in straitened circumstances -but because she sought to 
fulfil the first great command to love God with all her 
powers, and also the" Royal law " to love her neighbour, 
.the one in,need who crossed her path, as herself. In her 
case the" peigjibour" was the female prisoners and con-

'viets, and how nobly she succoured them we shall try, in 
this short-biography, to show. 

:;, ' ~arly Life. 
, '.' " .. 

Elizabeth Gurney was bOl-n in Norwich in I780. Her 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

parents were pious, God-fearing people. Elizabeth was 
well brought-up, and instructed in all religious matters, 
but it was not until she was seventeen that she felt per
sonal love to God, and a desire to give her life to His 
service. After this she decided to test the pleasures' 
of the world, and persuaded her father to take her to 
London, where for two months she gave herself up to 
Society and its amusements, with the result that, at the 
end of that time, she gave them up altogether. To quote 
her own words :-" I consider one of the important results 
{of the visit to London} was the conviction of these 
things being wrong from seeing them, and feeling their 
effects .. , I felt the vanity and folly of what are called 
the pleasures of this life, of which the tendency is, not 
to satisfy, but eventually to enervate and injure the mind. 
Those only are real pleasures which are of an innocent 
nature, and are used as recreations, subjected to the Cross 
of Christ." 

She begins Philanthropic Work. 

At the age of twenty, Elizabeth married Joseph Fry, 
a young merchant of London. Her new home was in 
the city of London, where she regularly visited the poor 
and helped to form schools for their children. During 
these visits Mrs Fry must have often met women who had 
been convicted and imprisoned in the London prison of 
Newgate. It was doubtless the sad stories which she 
heard from them of the condition of the prison which 
made her visit it in 1813, with a view to ministering to 
the necessities of the felons. 

English Prisons in 1800. 

A hundred years ago justice, in Britain, was indeed 
meted out in a brutal and inhuman way. The criminal 
laws were savage, and they were administered in a spirit 
appropriately relentless. The law recognized two hun
dred and twenty-three capital offences. Theft of pro
perty valued at five shillings was punished by hanging, 
and the sentence was even executed on children. The 
prisons were often unfit for human habitation, with rooms 
small, dark, damp, and crowded. No beds were provided, 
there was no ventilation,· vermin swarmed. Tried and 
untried were herded together-no clothes were given 
them, and no occupation. There were no female warders 
to attend to the female prisoners, and so wild and so 
ferociouS' did they become that the Governor of the 
prison himself did not care to go among them. How 
much courage and love then must it have required for a 
lady to visit these miserable beings, and see for herself 
the horrors of their guilt and suffering. 

Her work in the Prisons. 

Mrs Fry first sought to provide clothes for those of 
the women who were half-naked, and she taught her own 
little girls to sew some of these garments. She next tri(d 
to ollen a school, with the permission of the Governor, 
for the children of the prisoners. Those in authority 
looked upon the experiment as almost hopeless, neverthe
less, when the opening day came, the small room granted 
for a schoolroom was- crowded. One of the prisoners, 
better educated than the rest, became schoolmistress. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. ELIZABETH FRY. 

----.-.--------------------~-----------------------

Mrs Fry 3.nd other ladies formed themselves into an 
association for the improvement of the female prisoners 
in N ewgate, their plan being to provide for them clothing, 
instruction, and employment, to read the Bible to them, 
and to teach them habits of order and sobriety. 

The work thus begun continued a success. Other 
Ladies' Committees were established in large towns 
where there were prisons. Best of all, public opinion 
became aroused on the subject of prison discipline and 
the condition of criminals. A Committee of the. House 
of Corumons was appointed to examine into evidence 
respecting the prisons of the Metropolis.. Mrs Fry was 
examined by this Committee as to her experiences in 
prison work, and in 1818 a bill was passed through Par
liament, under which beneficial legislative measures 
could be carried out. 

Result-Prison Reform. 

Public attention having thus been drawn to the con
dition of the prisons, the severity of the criminal laws 
began also to engage notice, and- philanthrophic and 

- godly men. began to labour for their mitigation. For this 
also Mrs Fry used all her influence, and though the work 

. of altering the legislature was slow, she had the happi
ness, before her death in 1845, of knowing that the gallows 
were the legal penalty for only those offences which 
concerned human life and high treason. 

The usefulness of Mrs Fry was not confined to the 
British Isles. Communications as to prison reforms and 
management reached her from St. Peters burgh, Hamburg, 
Brussels, Baden, Paris, Berlin, and Potsdam, all tending 
to show that enquiry was abroad, that nations and gov
ernments were waking up to a sense of their responsibil
ities. Several times she visited the continent, inspecting 
prisons, and having much intercourse with royal and 
noble personages-" he that loveth pureness of heart, for 
the grace of his lips the King shall be his friend." 

And do we not see, in the splendidly-equipped 
Egyptian prisons of to-day, imitating and conducted on 
the lines of the best in Europe, results from the life of a 
woman who, thinking, speaking, and living truly, was 
used by God to do a work of incalcula ble influence? 

The Secret of her Life. 

But did this career of public usefulness cause Mrs 
Fry to neglect her private responsibilities in her home? 
We do not find it so. As wife, mother, and mistress she 
seems to have fulfilled the duties which devolved on her. 
With quiet, cheerful simplicity, persevering conscien
tiousness, and prayerful earnestness, in sunshine and 
shadow, in losses and in prosperity, her only anxiety was 
to do right, and she impressed her principles upon her 
large family, who grew up to be good and useful men 
and women, thus testifying to their mother's care and 
training. And so, as we look back at her life we may 
say- with the poet, 

"Think truly, and. t;lY thoughts 
Shall the world's famine feed, 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a faithful seed, . 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and- noble creed." 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

The Message of John Baptist. 
THE reader will not have forgotten the story of the 

birth of the son of Zacharias, and the high destiny 
predicted for him at his birth. Thirty years now 
pass since that wonderful event, and the yet more won
derful one that followed it by six months-the birth of 
the Infant Saviour. We,have caught just one glimpse of 
the boy Jesus during this period-when he was twelve 
years old: and the last word about Him was that He 
"grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man," (Luke ii., 52). Very similar is the last word 
which we heard about John: and it is the solitary sen
tence that tells us aught about those long thirty years 
when he grew from infancy to boyhood, youth, and man
hood: And the child grew and waxed strong in §>pirit, and 
was in the deserts till the day of His showing unto Israel." 

The Two Educations. 

But how great was the contrast between the educa
tion of the two Boys! The one in the home at Nazareth, 
surrounded by brothers, relatives, friends; on a highway 
of the busy world: the other, the only son of old parents 
-who probably ere long left Him an orphan-growing 
up in the intense solitude of th::! des~rt. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE MESSAGE OF JOHN BAPTIST. 

The Education of the Desert. 

(I). In the silence and loneliness of the desert he 
was brought face to face with Nature, and with Nature's 
God. The voice of the desert taught him simple lessons 
about God~His purity, His awful holiness, His; great
ness, His infallible justice, His faithfulness to His 
word. The desert life moreover taught him a style 
of speech that was impassioned and abrupt, an eloquence 
that knew no compromise or compliments, but spoke 
directly and abruptly to the. heart, utterly regardless of 
wheth~r the hearer were high or low, respected or un
known among men. 
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(2). His sole literature was the Scriptures of the 
Tourat. We pictUl;e him as boy and youth and man in 
that desert solitude, poring over those pages, "waxing 
strong in spirit," as the voice of inspiration sounded 
louder and louder, as the meaning of its pages become 
clearer, and he realized that the Messiah was at hand, 
that the nation was unready to receive Him, that God 
had revealed to him in what that preparation consisted, 
and that he was the man called to be the forerunner, and 
do this work of preparation. And so at last the hour 
struck. " The Word of God came upon John, son of 
Zacharias, in the wilderness!" 
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The Apparition of John. 

The moment of the appearance of this prophet 
seemed so important to the sacred chronicler, St. Luke, 
that he fixes it by an elaborate chronological note, giving 
the contemporary Roman monarch, the local Roman 
governor, the local civil monarchs, and the ecclesiastical 
rulers! And this fixes the year as 26 B.C. (RH. 596). Is 
it possible to doubt the actuality of facts recorded for us 
by so conscientious a chronicler? 

The very aspect of the man was awe-inspiring. 
Equally awful was his message, as we shall see. He 
began to deliver it in the deep valley of the Jordan, a 
day's journey or more from the habitations of most of 
the inhabitants of the land of Israel. He did not break 
into the haunts of men; but, as it were, a voice thrilled 
upwards from that valley, and reached the ears of men 
and women, and drew them in crowds to hear its message. 

After centuries of waiting, the prophet spoken of by 
Isaiah had come! The emotion of the nation at the news 
is e3.sier to imagine than to describe. 

John's Message. 

And their emotion was increased tenfold when they 
heard his message. For, in the first place, they heard 
from his lips the thrilling news that THE MESSIAH WAS 

AT HAND! When we consider that that nation had 
been waiting for their Messiah King for long centuries, 
that He was their one hope for the restoration of their 
subiugated nation, and the triumph of God's kingdom on 
earth, we can realize the sensation that this announce
ment caused. Then they heard things so strange, though 
not so joyful. They heard that, as a nation, and as in
dividuals, they were utterly unworthy to encounter the 
Messiah; that they and 'their rulers and religious leaders 
were utterly degenerate, and needed an entire change of I 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

heart; that their descent frDm Abraham wDuld nDt give 
-them the smallest distinctiDn in the eyes .of the Messiah, 
WhD was cDming, nDt tD exalt, but tD judge Israel. It was 
-wrath, nDt glDry, that was cDming tD GDd's chDsen peDple. 
An axe was tD be laid at the rDDt .of every tree, that is, 
every individual, from the high-priest tD the peasant, was 

-tD be judged accDrding tD his wDrks. And WDe tD that 
tree whDse fruit shDuld be prDnDunced bad! It wDuld be 
hewn dDwn at the rDDt, and cast intD fire. 

Such was the awful message .of dDDm. It was as 
-thDugh a thunder-clDud DvershadDwed the land, threaten
ing lightning and destructiDn. But did the sun nDt gleam 
-thrDugh rifts in that clDud ? Yes, there was a message 
.of hDpe. Messiah wDuld receive thDse WhD repented .of 
their sins (i.e., turned their hearts) ~and~~amended t1;Tr 
lives. They must nDt think abDut their natiDn's glDry, 

>'(}r even abDut their "religiDn;" they must think abDut 
the state .of their mDrallives, and their individual relatiDn 

.tD GDd. "Repent ye, fDr the KingdDm .of GDd is at hand." 

Confession. 

Very variDus was the receptiDn given tD JDhn by the 
religiDus leaders and the peDple tD this message. The 
fDrmer were enraged at being treated SD unceremDniDusly, 
nD better than the CDmmon herd-tDld tD cDnfess publicly 
their sins (! ),and submit tD the humiliating .ordinance .of 
baptism, as thDugh they, they, the very elect .of GDd, 
needed a whDlesale purificatiDn! Their disgust knew 
nD limits. They fiercely rejected the man and his message 
'{Luke vii., 30). 

But the CDmmDn peDple received him as a prDphet, 
and humbly asked his advice as tD how they shDuld apply 
his message .of repentance, as we see from the expressive 
scene described by the Evangelist (c.f Luke iii., 10-14). 

"What shall we do?" was the general ChDruS. HDW 
shall we ShDW that .our hearts are changed? The reply 
'Df JDhn suited every case; it was, in effect, leave the evil 
_YDU have dDne, and db the gDDtl YDU have left undDne. 
To the peDple he said "Be kind tD the needy;" tD the 
publicans, "Leave .off cheating in business, and be 
hDnest;" tD the sDldiers, "Use YDur pDwer aright, dD nDt 

take baksheesq, dD nDt agitate fDr higher pay." Thus 
every man had a special answer tD meet his special need. 

Thus the Christ's way was" prepared be fDre Him." 
FDr in fact, JDhn did accDmplish a preparatory wDrk fDr 
Jesus, whereby the latter was enabled at .once tD begin 
His distinctive teaching, at .once attracting tD Himself 
the sDuls whom JDhn's preaching had prepared. In .other 
wDrds, Jesus was saved the wDrk .of breaking up the 
ground and removing the stones; He fDund gDod soil, 
and into it immediately He drDpped the gDDd seed .of the 
kingdDm. 

Application. 

It is mDst impDrtant tD .observe that there is a prepara
tiDn .of every sDul that predispDses that sDul tD accept 
Christ as Teacher, SaviDur, and LDrd : and this prepara
tiDn is gDDd mDral training, and sincerity in hating the 
evil .of .one's heart and IDving the gDDd whenever .one 
sees it. It is children WhD have had this training WhD -
make the mDst earnest and the mDst steadfast Christians 
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afterward. It is young men, who though brought up in 
another creed (such as Islam) have loved truth and right-
eousness and hated falsehood and evil, that are after
wards led to receive Christ. It is sinners who repent of 
their iniquity and loathe it that have eyes to see in Jesus 
a Redeemer, and hearts to feel anc}. understand the nature 
of His atonement. This was the historical order
repentance, the faith in Jesus as Master, then acceptance 
of His doctrines. Those who try to invert the order and 
insist on understanding all the doctrines when their 
hearts are utterly unprepared, morally and spirjtually
what wonder isit if those doctrines seem to them foolish
ness. To this day, "the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the sp.irit; for they are foolishness unto him; 
neither can he know them, for they are spiritually discer
ned." . Or in the words of Christ Himself, "except a man 
be born again (submit, morally, to re-birth) he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God." 

Let every man, and especially every Moslem brother, 
who reads these words, ponder. Cease arguing about 
the high doctrines of the kingdom, and come and stuc;ly 
the simple message of John. If that is received, we may 
pass to higher things; if it is rejected, then Christ has 
said "If I have told you earthly things and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things." 
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"On Jordan's·· Ban~s." 

ON Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry· 

Announces that the LORD is nigh; 

Awake, and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of Kings. 

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within; 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, 

Where such a mighty Guest may <.:orne. 

For Thou art our Salvation, LORD, 

Our Refuge, and our Great Reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away, 

Like flowers that wither and decay, 

Stretch forth Thine hand to heal our sore, 

And make us rise to fall no more; 

Once more upon Thy people shine, 

And fill the world with love divine. 

To Him Who left the throne of heaven 

To save mankind, all praise be given. 

Like praise be to the Father done, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

J. CHANDLER. 
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Friday Evenings at -;£>-

~ "Bait Arabi Pasha.", 
What England learned in her years of national subjection 

The' speaker pointed out the special interest of the 
subject for a nation, which, like Egypt, has had, in 
the Providence of God, to develop nationally under 
non-national tutelage. He first traced the influence 
of Rome in civilizing the Britons, both by her adminis
trative system, the example of her culture, and the 
Christian religion which gradually and 'naturally spread 
itself over the Country, spreading West to Wales and 
Ireland. and North to' Scotlana. By this time. how
ever" the Romans thems~lves had withdrawn from 
Britain, and a, second stream of foreign inv'asion swept 
over the land-that of the Anglo-Saxons, a Teutonic tribe 
from G~rmany. These conquered and subdued the 
Christian Britons, and forced them West and North, 
carrying with them their culture and religion (see above). 
In process of time, '"the heathen Anglo-Sa'xonswe-re 
themselv~s subjected to a moral and religious conqllest-
at the hands of the Church of Rome (the third external 
influence). When their Christianization was complete, 
a fourth foreign conquest took place, that Of the Danes
:;;trangers and heathen from the North of Europe. 
Once again civilisation a~d religion seemed eclipsed; 
once again the conquered conquered, the Danes accepted 
civilisatiOll and Christianity, and on their part contributed 
on additional element of strength to the national 
character. Lastly, ,came the fifth conquest, that of the 
Normans, which meant for a time the absolute predo
minance of strangers, yet here again the nett result 
was the adding of another element of strength to the 
nation. and an incomparable contribuion to national 
unity and national independence: for, under these 
strong conquerors, England became one of the distinc
tive kingdon1s of Europe; while instead of their making I 
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England Norman, they themselves were gradually blend
ed with the other racial elements, producing .ithus a 
blend which was finally called English. 

The Contribution made by each element. 

The lecturer further showed the distinctive contri-
. butions made by each of these elements to the final 
blend of national character. The British, or Celtic, 
substratum has contributed characteristics such as quick
ness, fire, spirituality, poetic imaginativeness. The 
Roman conquerors, as we saw before, taught organi
zatio:l and law. The Saxo.'ls contributed the quality 
of stubbornness; and tanght a noble ideal of family 
life; together with the idea that families, and not tribes, 
are the true units from which a strong nation can be 
formed, and be governed freely and justly. The 
Dan's contributed martial qualities, and enterprise. The 
Norm:1'ls contributed contact with the civilized world; 
a more efficient education: a social system (feudalism); 
an idnl of nobility and purity (chivalry); and a ruling 
spirit which communicated itself to the kingdom, and 
m lrked it out for conquest and command. 

Suggested Lessons. 

(1) A nation may be only the stronger for being 
<:omposed of diverse racial elements. (2) A weaker race, 
after it has been subdued, and even crushed, may yet 
COn~lL1er her conquerers by becoming their instructress, 
or by gradually absorbing them, (3) If the foundations 
UPO,l which a nation's social fabric is sound, if family 
life is strong and pure, if individual and religious liberty 
are re3pected, a national conquest from without does not 
necessarily weaken a nation. (4) Foreign influences 
which lead to material or intellectual, or moral or spiritual 
improvement and reform, should be welcomed and 
absorbed, not rejected. They improve, not destroy, the 
national individuality. (5) The permeation of a country 
with education and truth is the best preparation for 
political freedom, the best counteractive to social tyran
nies, the best means of making a nation worthy to stand 
alone. 

The Discussion. 

After this address, an animated debate ensued. The 
first speaker, an Egyptian teacher of English in the 
Victoria School, voiced a fairly common opinion in Egypt 
that England had not become a conquering nation by her 
abilities, but by her use of force. [Contrast this,however, 
with a recent statement of The Moayyad, which averred 
that the English were only moderate in ability, but 
became supreme through their method and organizing 
power and use of time: so that, even allowing this" mod
erate ability," the Egyptian can learn that organizing 
ability is the key to power.-Editors]. 

Another speaker could not accept lesson (5) as above, 
and" feared the foreigner, even when gifts were in his 
hand." What Egypt wanted, he thought, was a manly 
independence which told the Englishman the plain truth, 
however disagreeable. 

A third speaker, suggested that this speaker was the 
best instance of a false notion of "manly independence," 
The idea of rejecting advantages because they came frOI11 
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without! He thought they ought to think twice before 
they wished the present strong arm and control abolished. 
Might not such an event be followed by terrible and de
structive civil strife, which would result in their calling 
in a foreign power (the English or a worse one), to help 
them to keep the peace, exactly as the distracted Britons 
had called in the Saxon. He advocated more attention 
bemg paid to the true independence-the freedom of the 
soul from every form of the evil that subjects and en
slaves it. 

This raised a linguistic point-the meaning of ~~, 
a word which both the former speakers had employed, 
in a favourable and unfavourable sense. The point was 
solved by a linguistic" fetwa" from an eloquent Azhari, 
whose decision was accepted with loud applause from all 
parties; which drew from the Chairman the hope that 
this same Sheikh would, by his presence, invariably dis
pense them from the necessity of having a Dictionary on 
the table! 

Another speaker expressed his amazement at the 
lessons which adversity and subjection had taught Eng
land, and pointed out the importance of Egypt's assimi
lating the lesson in these days of dependance, that she 
too might one day politely show the stranger to the door, 
and stand on her own legs. [But did England ever show 
the stranger to the door, except, perhaps, Rome? She 
conquered by assimilating them !-Editors]' The same 
(Moslem) speaker repeated his familiar, but ever-welcome 
and true, idea, that the duty of the modern Egyptian was 
to do his duty well, and so merit the independence 
they all hoped for. He gave a striking and beautiful ex
ample of his idea, that the schoolmaster should teach as 
though the" souls of the pupils had been committed to 
him." 

Our Azhari friend, in a subsequent speech, expressed 
his readiness to accept help and intdlectual advantages 
from any quarter soever. And further admitted that 
the Occupation had not prevented him from practising 
his religion freely:-an admission which was received 
with assent by all, and for which he was warmly 
thanked by the Chairman, who pointed out that just 
as certain periods of foreign domination gave England 
the domestic peace which was necessary for her quiet 
individual and social development, so the Occupation 
aimed at, and in fact achieved, just that. Was not 
individual and social development going on under the 
Pax Brittanica in an unprecedented way? Whether this 
development was going to lead to the national in
dependence they naturally aspired to was a matter 
which might be well left by all parties to the will of 
God,-a sentiment to which all present assented, 
as it is indeed the ultimate thought at the bottom of 
every devout Eastern mind. . 

We ought to express our thanks to our Reader 
on this occasion, Mohammed Effendi Robi, a member 
of the Young Egyptian Society at Seyyida Zeinab: 
also to Girgis Effendi Hanl12, Headmaster of the 
English School at Old Cairo, Sheikh Mahmood El
Rimawee, Masiha Effendi Labeeb, and Gorgi Effe:1Cli 
Orfaly, for similar help in past weeks. 
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"With Water and The Spirit" 
(A Baptismal Hymn). o FATHER, Thou who hast created all 

In wisest love, we pray, 
Look on this babe, who at Thy gracious call 

Is entering on life's way; 
. Bend o'er him in Thy tenderness, 
Thine image on his soul impress; 

o Father, hear. 

o Son of God, who diedst for us, behold! 
We bring our child to thee; 

Thou tender Shepherd, take him to Thy fold, 
Thine own for aye to be; 

Defend him through this earthly strife, 
And lead him on the path of life, 

o Son of God . 

. 0 Holy Ghost, who broodedst o'er the wave, 
Descend upon this child; 

Give him undying life, his spirit lave 
.With waters ·undefiled; 

Grant him, while yet a babe, to be 
A child of God, a home for Thee, 

o Holy Ghost. 

o Triune God, what Thou command'st is done; 
We speak, but Thine the might; 

This child hath scarce yet seen our earthly sun, 
Yet pour on him Thy light, 

In faith and hope, in joy and love, 
Thou Sun of all below, above, 

o Triune God. 

~NOTES. ~ 
THE second part of the address and discussion on 

the lesson of the History of England will, we hope, appear 
next week, as rain prevented the holding of the usual 
meeting on Friday, the 9th. A few of our friends, how
ever, did come, in spite of the weather. There are times 
when the small meetings are the best, and this occasion 
was according to the rule, for a veFy warm tone prevailed, 
and the utmost cordiality was shown between the very 
diverse elements which composed the meeting. 

W ® tV 
Several very useful suggestions were made, as to how 

the results of the various addresses and discussions 
might be recorded and collected, and how a larger num
ber of men might be attracted to share in the advantages 
of the meetings. So earnest and keen were our friends 
that they urged that these informal weekly meetings 
should become a definitely constituted society, the chief 
features of which should be comprehensiveness, mutual 

fA 
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understanding, and freedom of speech between the vari
ous elements of which it should be composed. It is im
possible yet to say what will come of this suggestion, but 
we are glad it has been made, and not by us, but to us. 

W W W 
We have repeatedly said, and say again, that, if 

Egypt is to "be one nation," there must be mutual under
standing and confidence between the various elements 
that compose the nation. Now, this can only be, (I) by 
their mutual contact, (2) by freedom of speech (combined 
with courtesy) subsisting between them. It is quite 
possible for men to talk with courtesy and freedom on 
subjects upon which they are intensely divided. Possibly 
no one convinces another, yet something is gained
mutual understanding, and the mutual respect that comes 
from that. We hold, therefore, there is room for a free 
comprehensive Society in Egypt, and that from such 
Societies the spirit of freedom and justice, and mutual 
toleration grows-that spirit without which a nation like 
Egypt never can be great. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

rl~he Temptation of The Christ. 
"TH1: Son of Man, the Word made flesh, just because 

-!fte was flesh and was Man, was liable to temptation, 
that is, to the decision and choice, "shall I freely subject 
my will to the Supreme Divine Will or shall I prefer 
my own will, my own way, my own desires, to His." 

For thirty years He was tempted just as any boy 
. or youth is tempted; He was tempted as an individual, 
but without sin. Now, after that by baptism He has 
entered the field as Christ, as Representative Man, as 
Champion of the Race, He must be tempted as such; 
He must win the fight as such, not for Himself so much 

"as for His Cause. We shall see that everyone of the 
three temptations are thus related. 

Before we read the sacred Narrative, just two 
remarks :-

(I). Jesus came to this struggle with a pure heart; 
there was no evil-no guilty past breeding guilty 
thoughts or wrong desires-to which Satan might appeal. 
Hence we find him appealing to what was good, and 
trying to seduce the Christ by the very means of His 
noblest aspirations. 

(2). We are told that Satan can be "transformed 
into an angel of light" (2 Cor. xi., 14). Whether he 
appeared visibly or whether he only suggested ideas, 
.as he does to us. did he not do so as an angel of light? 
See the texts he quotes! See the way he seems to be 
helping Jesus both personally and in His work! Picture 
therefore this lonely figure, led about in the solitudes of 
the desert hills and wadies, His heart burning with the 
memory of what has just happened at Jordan, His ears 
ringing with the words "My Beloved Son," His soul 
filled with the work of World-Redemption lying before 
Him. He must have solitude, solitude, to think about 
that Voice and what It said; solitude, to think over 
that work, and how it must be wrought. 

The intensity of mental pre-occupation renders 
Him insensible to the wants of the body. Then these 
reassert themselves with mighty reaction, and He 
realises that He is famished-sinking-dying it may be. 
The moment of utter physical weakness and severest 
natural necessity is Satan's opportunity. He comes. 

The Lonely Struggle. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE TEMPTATION OF THE CHRIST. 

(I). As he came to the first Adam, suggesting doubt 
in the declaration of God (" Yea, hath God said ... ? "), 
so to the second Adam (" If thou be Son of God"). 
As he tempted the first Adam to eat, in order that he 
might become like God, so he tempts the second Adam 
to eat, in order to show that He was like God. But 
Jesus, as he measures this natural inclination of His 
flesh by what He knows of His Father's character and 
will, sees that to do this deed would be to admit doubt 
in the declaration of the Father-" Thou art my Son;" 
also to entertain doubt as to the care of that Father; 
also to use His power apart from the express approval 
of that Father-and so choose the very independence 
tha\ was fatal to Man from the beginning. Therefore He 
fell back on the plain word of God "Thou art my 
Son:" and answered, in the words of the Law (Deut. 
viii., 3), "Man doth not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." The bare 
word, "Thou art my Son," sufficed Him; He needed 
neither to receive nor give a sign to test it. The Lord 
would provide; 

Thus He refused to exert His power to prove the 
Father's word. Equally did He refuse to exert it in 
order to effect his own safety, comfort or ease. In all 
His after life it was the same. He who worked miracles 
of mercy to feed the hungry and save the 'afflicted from 
their pain, never wrought one for His own personal 
advantage, even' unto the moment when He hung 
on the cross, and His enemies, using the very words 
of the devil who inspired them, said "If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the Cross ... Save Thyself! 1, 

(2). ThentheTempterleaps from one extreme to another. 
Was Jesus firm in this dependence on the Father? 
Be it so. Was the Father faithful? Even so. Then 
let Jesus make display of that faithfulness, not (this 
time) to resolve a doubt, but to express the fulness of 
His confidence; not to question the Father's word but 
to manifest its truth. As though Satan said, " Cast Thy
self down into yonder abyss and vindicate the Father's 
promise of Angelic protection! (Ps. xci.) I ask Thee 
not to do a miracle Thyself (since Thou hast refused) 
but to let The Father do one since Thou trustest in 
Him." 

But Jesus perceives the sophistry. To court death 
unnecessarily is to tempt God. There is a difference 
between bravery and foolhardiness; between trust and 
fanaticism; between miracle and magic. Jesus s'aw that 
this was but another, more' indirect, temptation to 
doubt; another, more indirect, temptation to do something 
independently of the Father, to do something I-iiinself 
first, and then to. claim blessing and protection. He 
pierced the sophistry with a sentence from God's word 
"Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." Yes; for a 
saint to treat God in this way is to tempt Him; it is 
to take the lead and demand that He should follow, 
or if not, appear to have left His saint on the lurch. 
This is indeed to act independently of God, and to 
dishonour Him under guise of honouring. And on 
this principle, all through His life here, when Jews 
came to him dictating to Him what course He should 
follow to produce faith in them and do a sign, he 
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refused to follow their lead. They tempted Him in 
making such a reqest; should He tempt His Father 
and God in granting their request? No. And therefore, 
even unto the hour of the last and cruellest struggle, 
he refused, even when they said "If He be the king 
of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and 

-we will believe Him." "He trusted in God; let Him 
deliver Him now, if He will have Him, for He said 
I am the Son of God." He refused either to be tempted 
by them, or to be driven by them to tempt the Father. 

(3). And now Satan has tempted Him in His relation 
to the Father and His own life of faith: he now 
finally tempts Him in His relation to the world and 
His work as Redeemer. He is shown the glories of 
the world, and a way to win that world by its own 
methods and those of its prince. 

To one like Jesus, this temptation would not 
immediately appeal to self-interest, but to the very 
nobility of His self-abnegation, His desire to win the 
world for God~to save the world. 'Satan, still as 
angel of light, shows him a short and facile way to 
reach that end~easy for the Saviour, and therefore 
easy for the to-be-saved. Here we have the suggestion 
of means honourable in themselves, splendid'in their 

. execution, apparently certain of their result, but~of 
the world, and therefore unable to produce more 
than superficial results; a cure unable to go to the root 
of the world's disease, able only "to skin and film 
the ulcerous patch." , 

The Divine Surgeon was doubtless tempted to follow 
this course on the score of saving the patient pain, not 
Himself only. What was the suggested method of the 
world's conquest? We do not know. Perhaps by using, 
the argument of the sword in honourable campaign----:an 
argument which the clever quoterof texts could have 
easily supported from the Word of God; an argument 
that would have appealed to Rome, then mistress of the' 
world; an argument that has appealed to some religious 
leaders. Perhaps, by the means of irresistible wisdom 
and splendid . argument~a means that would' have 
appealed to the Greeks. who "seek, after wisdom." 
Perhaps (once more) by the agency of signs; that 
would have appealed to the Jews who "demand a 
sign," and indeed to all men everywhere. And all 
these ways were possible to Jesus; yet what would 
any of them have effected had He tried them? Not 
the breaking of man's heart; not the drawing forth of 
one repentant tear;' not the curing of the root of 
human suffering~sin. And (we may well imagine) as 
our Saviour reflected on these facts, there was revealed 
to His heart, that, home of truth and of reality, 
the vision of what must be if the conquest was to be 
final, not partial: if the ill was to be killed, not scotched. 
He saw that to meet sin He must show up sin in 
its true colours: and this was certain to bring op
position, hatred, persecution, blood,. death~the Way of 
the Cross! And as the vision rose before His trembling 
heart, His studies in the Word of God must have endor
sed it, as He thought of ,the ete"rnal relation therein 
revealed between sin, sacrifice, and death; as He 
reflected on th:tt' Suffering' Servant prophesied of by 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE TEMPTATION OF THE CHRIST. 

Isaiah, who "when he should see his soul an offering for 
sin," not until then should "see a seed, and 'prolong 
his days." And then, as the way of God became 
clear, how utterly did that other dazzling vainglorious 
way appear sordid and despicable-yes, selfish too. 
And its author, who was he? He stood revealed! The 
offer of the world's armour was really a demand to 
worship the world's Prince. And as our own glorious 
Champion spurned the vile offer, so he flung back the 
blasphemous demand, and branded its author for what 
he was: "Get thee behind me Satan, for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thol1 serve: "-and His way only shalt take to serve 
Him! The temptation was done. We read that the devil 
left Him until a favourable season. There were many 
such seasons, as the student of the gospel can find if 
he applies these three temptations to its narrative. 
But the last and greatest was, as we have said, at the 
hour of the Cross. 

Brothers, we are tempted men. We know the sore
ness and the difficulty of temptation. We know how 
entirely unable we are of ourselves always to stand up
right. We know how often we have fallen in the past
often without even an effort of resistance. Let the story 
of the temptation of our Captain show us the secret of 
victory in this daily fight. Therefore, (I) Let us learn 
from it that temptation is indeed a fight, against a strong 
and subtle enemy, and that his onset is renewed time 
after time. There is a daily attack, and there must be a 
daily defence. Let us solemnly renounce not only the 
pleasures of sin, but the pleasures of temptation also. 
Let us declare war not only on sinful, pleasurable actions, 
but on sinful, pleasurable thoughts also. Then Satan 
will be kept at a distance, and his power will be greatly 
reduced. (2) Let us realize that this enemy may come 
as an angel of light: that he tries to make the evil look 
not only pleasant, but good; that, in fact, he comes as a 
deceiver, and we need therefore not only courage but 
watchfulness. (3) Shall we not also learn from Christ's 
example the need of pausing before we act: of interrog
ating and suspecting ourselves, especially if there are 
two courses before us, and we are inclined to take the 
easier of the two? Shall we not analyse our motives, and 
compare each action, which we meditate doing, with the 
will of God as revealed to us in His Book and in His 
Christ? (4) Do we not also see the necessity of using 
the hours when we are not tempted for preparing for the 
hours when we are, by meditating on the Word of God, 
by communing with Him, and studying His will for our 
lives? How did Jesus know those three texts which were 
to Him like so many swords to slaY2so many foes? By 
thirty years' study of God's Word and meditation thereon. 
He came prepared into action. (5) Lastly, let us learn 
from this story that Jesus Christ is the Second Adam, the 
Second Man, who was tempted and did not fall: that the 
human race has made a new start in Him: that, if we 
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The Struggle ill The Wilderlless. 

FORTY days and forty nights, 
Thou wast fasting in the wild; 

Forty days and forty nights 
Tempted, and yet undefiled. 

Sunbeams scorching all the day, 
Chilly dewdrops nightly shed; 
P.rowling beasts about Thy way; 
Stones Thy pillow; earth Thy bed. 

Shall not we Thy sorrow share, 
Learn Thy discipline of pain, 
Strive like Thee, through fast and prayer, 
Strength for after time to gain? 

Then if Satan, vexing sore, 
Flesh or spirit should assail, 
Thou, His Vanquisher before, 
Wilt not suffer us to fail 

So shall we have peace Divine; 
Holier gladness ours shall he ; 
Round us, too, shall Angels shine, 
Such as ministered to Thee. 

G. H. SMYTT AN. 

cleave to Him by faith, we shall be given strength and 
victory in the fight; we shall be men indeed; we shall 
receive the victor's crown. "0, wretched man that I am: 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I 
thank God, fhrouglzJesus Christ ollr Lurd." 

"Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from the Evil One." 
AMEN. 
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" Just as I am!" 

J U 3T as I am, Wit'lO:.lt one plea 

But that Thy Blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, Whose Blood can cleanse each spot, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

vVith many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind, 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, Thy love unknown 

Has broken every barrier down; 

Now, ~o be Thine, yea Thine alone, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

Just as I am, of that free love 

The breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

Here for a season, then above, 

o Lamb of God, I come! 

CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT. 
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iJThe Witness of John Baptist to Christ 

THE scene brought before us represents the priests 
and Levites as coming down from Jerusalem to make 

an enquiry, on the part of the Sanhedrim, as to the nature 
of John Baptist's claims. Up till now, the Jewish religious 
leaders had ignored the work of Baptist. But matters 
had become so serious that people were even asking 
John whether he were the Christ or not. Evidently 
an official examination of John must be made without 
delay. The answers given by him had not, however, 
disclosed all that these leaders wished to know. He had 
denied that he was the Christ; he had refused to be called 
by the title of Elijah, bound up as Elijah's expected re
turn to earth was (at that time) with many false ideas; 
and lastly, he did not lay claim to the name of that pro
phet, who was foretold in Deut. xviii., 18. All they could 
extract from hill} about himself was that he was" a voice" 
and a "forerunner," to prepare the way of the Lord. 
And when questioned as to what authority he had for 
baptizing the people, he pointed to the fact that the 
Christ was even then standing among them, though as 
yet only known to John. The Messiah had therefore 
come, and John was baptizing the people in water unto 
repentance in order to introduce the Messianic age. We 
read no more of the deputation. It seems to have gone 
away at this point without further questioning. 

Behold the Lamb'"of God! 

Wh~t John had only mysteri~usly alluded to before 
the Jewish leaders, he explained the next day to his com
pany of disciples. What were they to think of the Christ? 
Was He, as the populace imagined, about to come in 
kingly majesty and restore the throne that had been 
wrested from the nation by the Roman emperors? Or 
was He to come as the suffering servant of J~hovah, 
whom all the Jewish Rabbis expected then to come, as 
had been prophesied by the prophet Isaiah hundreds of 
years before. John Baptist at any rate spoke with no 
uncertain sound. It was clear to him that Christ's char
acter might best be described by "the Lamb of God "
that Lamb which God had furnished and prepared for 
sacrifice (Gen. xxii., 8). 

And what are we to understand by this image of "the 
Lamb?" The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the lamb as 
the type of gentleness (Jer. xi., 19). Isaiah emphasizes 
the meekness of the lamb (Is. liii., 7), suffering vicarious
ly as a nation. To this thought is added in Exodus xxix., 
30, the idea that the Lamb is an offering to God, and 
yet again, in Exodus xii., we have the thought of the 
paschal Lamb I C-..... JI ..J ).1;")' which was eaten as a peace
offering on the lilght tllat the Lord redeemed Israel from 
the destroying angel of death. 

Jesus Christ was the "Lamb of God" in all these 
senses. He became our Redeemer from sin and death. 
He offered Himself to God (both in life and in death) as 
the patient, submissive, suffering Son of Man. He, an 
innocent victim, was to die upon the Cross-a sacrifice 
for sin. "Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us, there
fore iet us keep the feast," (I Cor. v., 7). 
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Who taketh away the Sin of the World. 

But Christ not only died for us. He died to take 
away sin. His object was altogether to remove it. This 
He a ccomplished, first, by "bearing sin," then by "bear
ing sin away." He bore not only your sin and mine, 
brother, but" the sin of the (whole) world." Nothing less 
than this was the weight of the burden that He bore. 
"He bore our sins in His own body up on to the tree" 
says -St. Peter (I Peter ii., 24). Oh! wonderful thought! 
Not only the fear of punishment for sin has been removed 
by Him, but even sin's load itself. And John the Baptist, 
in this marvellous testimony to Jesus, extends the in
fluence of the Messianic work to the whole of humanity. 
Yes, Christ died, "not for our sins only, but for the whole 
world" ( I John ii., 2). 

Brothers, this is the Gospel l'1essage for you and me, 
"While we were yet sinners Christ died for us." We were 
not worthy of such an act of self-sacrifice on our behalf, 
that sinless man shall suffer in your stead and in mine, 
the just for the unjust, the innocent for the guilty, the 
Holy One for sinners. But He did it for our sakes, that 
we through Him might be saved. And our part is to take 
and receive, by faith, with gratitude, the gift of salvation 
from sin. Deliverance from sin, with its punishment, 
and its power, is possible for us all, for Jesus has borne 
the penalty, and felt its deadly grip upon the Cross. 
And, even as life in nature seems to spring from death
.often we know not how-so we live because Jesus has 
opened unto us the gates of everlasting life, through His 
death and resurrection to eternal life. 

Oh what blessin:s it brings 
When my soul sweetly sings, 
I am trusting in Jesus for all. 
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'Cairo Religious Discussion Society 
(Minutes of A Possible Society). 

CHARACTERS :-
ews-Kohen, Amos, etc. 

lIfoslems-Fahmy, El Hindi, Abdallah, Husain, Ahmed, Othman, etc. 
·Christians-Bulus, Hanna,'Girgis, Saleem, etc. 

IN the interval between the opening meeting (see our 
Second Number) and the first discussion, a small ex

ecutive Committee, composed of the President, one Mos
lem, one Christian, and one Jew, had met and settled upon 
rules of procedure and subiects for discussion. It was 
agreed that the subject of "Inspiration" would be a most 
important and interesting one, in view of the fact that it 
is a subject about which men talk a great deal, and think 
very little. The friends perceived therefore the necessity 

. of clearing their minds considerably on this subject, and 
it occurred to them that the best way of doing so was to 
put aside (provisionally) theories, and, looking afresh at 
the facts that lay before them, be thus led to some prin
ciple in accordance with those facts. It was therefore 
settled that they should successively examine the Tourat, 
the Injeel, and the Koran, with a view to. eliciting the 
nature of the Inspiration claimed by each Book-the reality 

. each claim not being the subject under discussion. And 
it was arranged that each subject should be opened by 
an address from a believer in ea.ch of the three Books, to 
be followed by discussion. 

So when the Friday afternoon which had been fixed 
'upon arrived, all the members of the new Society (which 
we will call "The Cairo Religious Discussion Society") 
assembled; and, after coffee had been handed round, the 
President took the chair. In explaining to the meeting 
the subiect which had been agreed upon, he said:-

"Sirs, I have the honour to inform you that the Sub
Committee, which was appointed to choose a subject for 
discussion and the lines for the conduct of that discussion, 
has met and come to a decision. And, inasmuch as I 
conceive the duty of a Chairman is confined to the main
tenance of order in a meeting, I will call upon a member 
of that committee, Fahmy Effendi, to act as its mouth
piece, recording the results at which it arrived. He will, 
moreover, do this better than I, as, although I do not ob
ject to the line they agreed upon, I confess that it is new 
to my thought. Fahmy Effendi, will you honour us ? " 

Fahmy--Sirs, our object this week, and for some 
weeks to come, is not so much to dispute as'to which is 
the inspired Book, but to examine the three Books which 
claim to be inspired in these lands, in order to see what 
principle or principles of inspiration. can be inferred there-
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from, making the enquiry entirely afresh, and apart from 
any preconceived theory on the subject. When we have 
been thus led to a clearer knowledge of what the highest 
form of Inspiration can be conceived to be, we shall be 
in a better position to . honour the Book, or Books 
which display it. 

It seems to me, however reasonable, that we begin 
by lying down a few simple axioms, which we may 

. all admit :-
(1). That it is conceivable that God has different 

ways of inspiring Sacred Books, and that nobody has 
any right to insist that there is one way and one 
only, except after exhaustive study of the facts:-

(2). That knowledge of God's way or ways of 
Inspiration can only be attained by a study of the 
inspired Books themselves. 

(3). That it would be begging the question to con
sider only one of the three Books inspired, and then 
apply the theory of inspiration drawn from it to the other 
two-to their aisadvantage of course. 

(4). That the only safe course therefore is provision
ally to allow the inspiration of all three Books, and then 
to see what principle of inspiration each yields. . If one 
of them appears to yield a clearly higher and fuller theory, 
it will be a presumption in favour of the superiority of 
that Book. I may remind you that some, at least, of us 
Moslem members should not find this a difficult assump
tion, as, after careful investigation, we have come to see 
that the present Tourat and Injeel are substantially 
identical with their originals. The Christian members 
.of this Society do not, we know, admit the inspired char
acter of the Koran. They may, however, allow it for the 
purpose of discussion-perhaps they may allow it uncon
ditionally afterwards! 

Kohen-Apparently the only Book we are all agreed 
on is the Tourat! This is admirable! 

The President-Order, Sir-yoll must not interrupt. 
Sheikh Husain-What are we asked to concede? As 

far as I am aware the Inspiration of the only Sacred 
Book which I acknowledge is one and inevariable, and 
it is not difficult to give an account of it. . 

Fahmy--Pardon me, Sheikh: you must distinguish 
betwee~l such a purely hypothetical admission for the 
sake of openll1g up discussion, and between a real con
cession or change of conviction. You are not asked to 
concede any opinion of your own in the latter sense, 
and you will have ample opportunity of maintaining 
your views presently. But we must make some 
arrangement now, which shall make the discussion of 
certain Books possible for those who do not receive 
them as well as for those that do. 

Sheikh Husain-Very well; I apprehend your point. 
Fahmy-Moncover, it is perfectly possible that your 

own views on the Inspiration of the Koran itself are 
not so clear as you think, and that they would be 
none the worse of a little analysis. 

Bulus-W e talk of inspired Books. But" books" 
involve the men through whom they were delivered: 
which shall we concentrate on, the Men or the Books? 

Sheikh Abdallah-The Books, beyond question: they 
are the more important: they are the real miracle: 

~ . . 
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they are moreover anterior to the Prophets who delivered 
them, according to the belief of many of us. 

The President'-Quite so-I myself believe that: but 
is not that rath~r a conclusion that we have to' reach 
rather than an axiom ,with,which to start? It seems to 
me that we should leave the question of the absolute 
order of Prophet and Book in abeyance, and simply 
regard the obvious temporal fact, that the Prophet 
appeared first, and then had his Book revealed to him. 
In that case, we must concentrate on the Inspiration 
of the Prophets and its character. 

All-Hear, hear! 
Hanna~May I suggest that in talking of the 

inspiration of the Prophets, we use the more general 
expression, "the inspiration of the Men." Some of us 
have ideas on the subject which make the word 
" pr,ophets" not wholly applicable to certain forms of 
inspiration (as we think): whereas "Men" is a term 
that includes all. 

Abdallah-I agree with the President's remark, and 
after all, in discussing the inspiration of the Men (or 
Prophets) we do immediately arrive at the inspiration 
of the Books. And moreover we start jlom the Books, 
for we have agreed that they are to be the materials, 
the data, which we set before us, and from which we 
extract our general principle, and by which yle are to 
answer the question "What is Inspiration?". 

(To be continued). 
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Savonarola. 

IN our sketch of the general outline of Roman History, 
we brought the narrative down to the times when the 

hosts of barbarians from the North-Franks, Allemanni, 
or Goths-overran the peninsula of Italy, and finally ex
tinguished the moribund Empire of the West. The first 
of these invasions was in 259 A.D. The last Roman 
Emperor abdicated in 476 A.D. ' 

Between that time and the time of the hero who 
forms the subject of this article is a whole millenium of 
the history of Italy. It is a dark and difficult and COlll

plicated period; and during it ancient Italy passed away 
and mediaeval Italy was born-the Italy that within 
fairly recent times passed into modern Italy. 

How did that first take place? How did the Italy of 
the Roman Empire pass into mediaeval Italy, with its 
Papal dominion on the one hand and its free city
republics on the other-the state of things which we find 
when we read Savonarola's life (1452-1498) or, indeed, 
Francis of Assisi's (rr82-1226, see Vol. L, No. 12)? It is 
impossible to answer this question fully. To do so were 
to trace the history of the Middle Ages-the task which 
the great historian Gibbon performed in his memorable 
work the "Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," 
which covers nearly the whole of this epoch. Yet we 
must give one word to the subject in order that we may 
understand the historical setting of the strange life we 
have to consider to-day. Roughly speaking, then, what 
happened was this :-After the fall of the Roman Empire, 
the Goths set up a kingdom in Italy. This Gothic king
dom had its seat at Ravenna. It did not survive the 
Roman Empire more than a century. New assailants 
pressed in from the North, the Gothic kingdom came to 
an end, and the Goths themselves were gradually merged 
with the existing inhabitants of the country. 

The most notable of those new assailants were the 
Lombards, who settled in the northern part of Italy and 
gave to that country the name (Lombardy) which it has 
borne ever since. Like all the old German tribes, these 
Lombards were very loosely organised politically, and 
thus Northern Italy tended more and more to become a 
number of separate states, each centering round a free 
city, and each constituted as a free Republic. The central 
part of the peninsula was held by the Pope, the southern 
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part formed the kingdom of which Naples was the capital. 
Of these free Republics of tile North, one of the 

most celebrated was Florence, situated on the banks of 
the Arno. This was the city that produced Dante, the 
poet, and Michel Angelo, the artist~two names of ab
solutely world-wide fame. Savonarola,a name not un
worthy to stand with those two, falls betwee~ them in 
point of time. 

In the limits of this short article it is impossible to tell 
fully the intense, tragic story of Savonarola. Our pur
pose will be gained if we lead some of our readers to 
read George Eliot's great novel" Romola," where the 
ministry and martyrdom of Savonarola are vividly de
scribed. It is one of the masterpieces of English fiction. 
Here we can only give the merest outline of his noble 
witness for truth and righteousness, and the death with 
which it was crowned. 

The times in which he lived needed full sorely a 
witness for righteousness and truth. In the first place, 
Florence was only nominally free. She had in reality 
fallen under the sway of tyrants, the Medici family, who 
ruled Florence with despotic power in the sole interest 
,of themselves and their rich friends. The poor and 
defenceless were robbed and despoiled, and there was 
no redress. 

And in the second place, the period was one of the 
,degradation, almost the dissolution, of faith and morals. 
The" Renaissance" was at its height (see NO.4). The 
minds of men were so full of pagan literature that their 
faith and morals became insensibly pagan. Atheism 
and the vilest immortality were rife. Even the church 
had lost its witness for God and righteousness. Its 
highest offices were bought and sold. Its chief officers 
were often worldly men, immersed in pagan literature, 
and pagan in their thoughts and lives, Worst of all, the 
Pope himself, whom men believed to be the Vicar of 

'Christ and Representative of God in the world, was 
Alexander Borgia, one of the greatest monsters of evil 
whom the world has ever seen. In what a frightful con
dition, then, did the world seem to be, in the eyes of the 
few earnest men who, even in those dark days, were found 
19yal to what was good, and pure, and true. 

Of these was Savonarola, a young Dominican"Friar, 
who had fled from the vanity of the world and'taken 
refuge, as so many did in those day~, in the monastic 
life.* His soul was stirred to the depths by the darkness 
and evil of the times, and by the condition of the Church. 
He conceived of the true Church as a noble lady ousted 
from her place by a "harlot, false and haughty." He 
felf that he could not choose but open his mouth and 

,cry aloud against the evils he saw around him in Church 
and State. And this is what he did. His preaching in 
Florence had the most extraordinary effect. The Ca
thedral was crowded, Many repented of their ways. 
The tyrant Lorenzo de' Medici sent for him on his death-
bed and confessed his sins to him, He prophesied the 

* See our article on Francis of Assisi, Vol. 1., p. 104. 
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speedy arrlval of a Divi,le Jud6m~;\t 011 th~ city; but 
that slle s"lould be spared if Slle reth~llt~d. And tile inva
sion of Italy by the king of France seemed a clear 
fulfilment of the prophecy. A new spirit took hold of 
Florence. Savonarola became supreme. He was chosen 
to negotiate Wit~l the king of Frallc~, W,lO saw that the 
now united, resolute spirit of tile Florentines made it 
advisable for him to evacuate the city and the country. 
This event, which seemed like a second fulfilment of 
Savon3.rola's prophecy, mor.:: wonderful than the first, 
raised him to the height of power. The Medici and their 
tyranny had now disappeared. All eye::; were turned on 
the simple priest for guidance. His suggestions for the 
reconstruction of the state were adopted. His influence 
was used absolutely, entirely for the good of the people; 
he never thought of himself; he gained nothing; he 
still lived the ascetic life of a monk, sleeping in one 
small bare cell which may be seen to this day. At his 
suggestion, then, freedom was restored to the political 
constitution; judicial procedure was reformed; moral 
abuses were removed. A new moral and religious life 
appeared to animate the city. 

But this work, like all true work for righteousness in 
this world, brought enemies to the Reformer. Leading 
men, whose hearts were unchanged and whose interests 
had suffered from the reforms, hated the man who had 
stood, and still stood, in their way. They prejudiced the 
ignorant, frivolous populace against him. Cowardly, 
ingrates, they forgot the services of Savonarola and his 
sublime self-forgetfulness, and they plotted his downfall. 
They soon had their opportunity. Savonarola, not con
tent with the reform of his city, dreamed of reforming 
the Papacy. He pronounced Alexander no true Pope. 
He tried to get the Christian monarchs of the time to 
call a General Council to enquire into the matter. But 
he overrated his power. The force of wordliness was 
too strong. Alexander excommunic'ated him, and his 
enemies in Florence, with this powerful support, seized 
him, tortured him, defamed him, published a falsified 
version of what had been wrung from him by torture, 
and finally hung him in the public square of Florence 
over a fire in which his body was consumed. 

So perished one who suffered for truth; and so, in 
some measure, must all suffer who stand up for the right 
against the world. The parallt'l between Savonarola 
and John the Baptist is very close; both witnessed to the 
good and true; both restored the morals of a nation; 
Doth witnessed against a tyrant and against the oppres
sion of the rich; both denounced a corrupt Church and 
its hypocritical priests; and both fell victims to the un
holy alliance between corrupt ecclesiastics and selfish 
men of the world, whom their faithful witness had 
offended. 

May we live the life of these men and to be worthy 
of the privilege of having studied their nobl-e lives and 
their martyrs' deaths! 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE "DECLINE AND FALL" OF JOHN. 

The" Decline and Fall" of John .. 
mHE words "Decline and Fall" generally suggest 
-1- something morally discreditable, always something 
melancholy, as when Gibbon immortalized the phrase in 
connection with the Roman Empire.-::- But John is a 
unique instance of one who by " declining" fulfilled his 
mission and consummated his own joy; and who in 
"falling" rose to his greatest glory. 

vVe have traced the history of John-his wonderful 
birth, his strange education, his rise to a position of 
unique influence and fame as a preacher and reformer, 
his recognition of The Messiah and witness to Him, 
and his transferring to the discipleship of that Messiah 
some of his own disciples. And now we come to the 
dosing scenes of this short, startling life, and with them 
we fittingly close our first part of the life of Jesus Christ. 

These scenes are three in number: I, His Decline; 
2, His Fall ; 3, His Martyrdom. 

I. --The Decline of John. 

(Read Jno. iii., 22-30.) 

Jesus has now disciples. -j- They were once prominent 
disciples of John himself, but a word from John had 
caused their transference to Jesus. More than that: the 
new teacher, with these disciples, had now opened a 
public ministry not far from the scene of John's; they 
were adopting his methods; and they were attracting 
his crowds. To the disciples of John this seemed more 
than flesh and blood could stand! To see the numbers, 
the enthusiasm, that they and their master had once 
witnessed, ebbing every day! Their master had been 
indeed too generous to the new Teacher, who had not 
only captured his best disciples, but his methods and 
his audience too! Such were the bitter thoughts that 
underby their complaint to their teacher: thoughts 
that, when analysed, reveal a greater passion for the 
honour of self than of the Cause of God. 

John's answer is sublime in its simplicity, its suffi
ciency, and its heroic self-suppression. He showed that 
the very state of things they complained of IJlllst be so, 
in the very nature of the case: and that since they lllilst 

be so, they were best so. His whole mission was to bear 
witness to Another; to prepare His way; to transfer 
men's allegiance to Him; to increase His influence at 
his own expense-while he himself should decrease, and 
then pass away. Had that now come about? Let them 
rejoice then his mission was fulfiUed! The Friend of the 
Bridegroom has not the joy of possessing the Bride, but 
he has his own joy none the less--that of knowing that 
his frielldly labours are consummated and his friend 
honoured. The news, therefore, that seemed to them so 
bitter was to John the signal that his labours had suc
ceeded, his joy, therefore, fulfilled. As the morning-star 
is the most glorious object in the heavens while the dawn, 
which it heralds, yet tarries; but when the eastern sky 
flushes, then grows golden, and glows with the strong 
light of the new sun, that glorious star pales, and wanes, 

* See article on Rome, No. 4-, and this number p. 65. 

t See V 01. r., Nos. 47 andl48. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

JI ~\\ J\ j rl~ "..o~\ iJ..Y J ~ Yo ~ ~i.... \~\ .... l:.:.1.; 
" J 4. ... )...;" \: d; yj-J ~>-l~J ":l:-:J 4:. L"..u.l;,J J.wl J\ ~I 

a f J~ J • ~\J ~\ if."l:.:. .. ~ :J:·W ~))~ .c..\;\ "l:J 

U"~J~ ~i J~Ji)I6JI 4.r <\I (jJ~ L. j~.T J ~"\ j .;yo\,1 

; yi:JIJ ~H-, ; y1.11 J .. ~\;." \.-\,. (j'6J . ~\ U".l JY:!'" U. U"~\ 
." .-

)\~ U 4.:.5J J • '-! J"ll .IJ ,,\ .b-\ j,,~\ CJ; ~J La,.\ ~I JJ 
" .. 

4._:=>-1 .:..~. Lr-~; '" ':";'6J ~~J-'::" 4,,"I ,.1.IJ 0""~ 01.;..\ cS l) ~J'; 

U"~JY::" JW S}tI.1){~1 cS..u.1.i.....u 4.J'"~y ;~. (j\(J •. ~)tJl . .. 
JI ~ jL ~.~J Lr. .lbJ • ~ J../ J ~\.r\ JI.b.; ~.)J-'::" ~ 



electronic file created by cafis.org

'}lUt:<:NT AND OCCIDENT. 

aLd;uc,-:umbs to the greater .,;1or1: ;:;0 ,of 16 it with John. 
A,ld I"~, c;calting in the fact, s,Jokc Ll; e ier-mt:lllOrable 
words-H.: mltS{ increase, but 1 IIlUS, deer,'ds':. A fit motto 
for every soul in its relation to God ill Carist! 

2.-The Fall of John. 

(Read Matt. xiv., 3-5, and xi., 2·11.) 

We have seen the stern nature of the message of 
John; his indifference to distinctions of high and low, 
rich and poor; and his abrupt, startling oratory,-all of 
which he learned in that thirty yeJ.rs' communion with 
God and nature in the desert. Tint sternness, that in
difference, and that abruptness were seen to the full in 
his last recorded message to a human soul :-to the 
greatest in the land-Herod Antipas, the son of Herod 
the great This man was supreme in power, riches, in
fluence, and, alas! in evil also. He had married Aretas, 
daughter of an Arabian prince. But on a visit to Rome 
he met his brother Philip and his wife Herodias, who 
was also his own niece. Philip was out of favour at 
court, and Herod, conceiving a wicked passion for 
Herodias, divorced Aretas and married his niece, his 
brother's wife-a double sin. He returned with her and 
her daughter Salome to his kingdom. The crime pro
bably occasioned little surprise in those dark days. But 
one voice was raised in protest. To the simple, fearless 
Prophet of the wilderness, prince and peasant were alike. 
As Elijah to Ahab, there suddenly appeared to Herod 
the startling apparition of the desert Prophet, wild in 
dress and aspect, terribly abrupt in speech :-It is not 
lawful for thee to have thy brother's Wife. No courtier's 
words were those! truth fresh from its source, God. 

Herod was not the man to let this pass. John, whose 
influence was now on the wane and his hold on the 
the popular support weakened, could be seized without 
risk. He was flung into the dungeons beneath the dismal 
tower of Machrerus, a lonely fortress high up on the 
desert Moab hills, overlooking the dead Salt Sea, and 
looking across to the hills of wayward Judea, the land 
that he had wooed, but not won. 

In that dungeon, then, lay the Prophet: and as he 
looked back at the crowded events of the few months of 
his ministry, his soul became agitated by questionings. 
Full many a prophet and noble hero of God, when the 
dark hour of apparent failure and imminent de;;;t:l has 
drawn on, has been assaulted by the same dark question
ings. To John it seemed as if the hour of Redemption 
and universal Restoration to which he had poInted had 
never come. Jesus Himself (as John's faithful disciples re
ported to him in prison) was working quite qu:etly and 
privately, while Herod, villain, traitor, and unbeliever, 
could do violence to the Lord's prophet, unchecked. 
Could it be that this Jesus was not Himself to fulfil the 
complete Old Testament idea of Messiah, but that yet 
Another was to be looked for? He must know this before 
he died! He sent two of his disciple:; to Jesus, and His 
answer, which pointed to His daily works of might and 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE "DECLINE AND FALL" OF JOHN. 

of mercy as sufficient evidence that the Kingdom of God 
had come ind::ed, must have set the anxious heroic heart 
of the imprisoned prophet at rest, as well as giving him 
a clearer vision as to the nature of the Kingdom of God 
and the manner of its coming. 

3.-The Martyrdom of the Forerunner. 

(Read Mark. vi., 19-29, and 14-16.) 

Huw true to nature and history it is that the rebuke 
of John stung and enraged the sinful man less than it 
did tIle woman, whose ambition, willingly meeting his 
lust, had caused the sin! It seems that John's stinging 
sentence had some effect even on the dark conscience of 
Herod: like Felix afterwards at the rebuke of Paul he 
trembled, and dared not commit the last crime of murder. 
But Herodias, like other abandoned women of history, 
had no such scruples. Burning with anger and desire 
for revenge she sought to kill him, and when she could 
not persuade her husband, entrapped him into consent. 
The court was at Machrerus. One night the halls re
sounded with revel; the king and his lords drinking, 
watching the gross dance to which Herodias had descend
ed to expose Salome; nor was this worthy daughter of 
her mother unwilling. In the dungeon far below the 
:solitary captive lay. 

The king in drunken enthusiasm made the girl a 
madman's promise, Ask what thou wilt! even as Herodias 
had expected: and from those young lips came the fear
ful words, The head of John Baptist in a charger! The king 
was trapped: we can imagine the lords roaring with 
laughter at the joke, riotously insisting on the fulfilment 
of the pledge of "honour" to the" fair" petitioner: and 
the king, coward first and last, without the courage to 
withstand them. The captive in his cell, quietly sleeping 
(it may be) at that late hour, or like Socrates, in calm 
converse about the kingdom with his disciples, was 
broken in upon by armed soldiers. Short shrift was given. 
The terrible deed was done, the ~hast1y offering was 
placed upon the charger and carried in to the king. Did 
he ever forget the gaze of those glazed eyes? That the 
memory of John halinted him is clear from the fact that 
he believed that in Jesus the restless spirit of his enemy 
had risen from the dead to trouble him still. 

So perished John-a felon's death, in the midst of 
an ignoble scene of revelry, at the bidding of. an adulter
ess. The details are sordid enough. But-he perished 
almost on the spot where Moses had closed the eyes that 
gazed to the last on the Promised Land and was laid to 
his rest by God Himself; and very near the spot where 
his great predecessor Elij th had passed away in triumph. 
Great as these, yea greater than these on the testimony 
of the Christ Himself, Johl1 now laid down his life and 
was joined to "the goodly fellowship of the Prophets, 
the noble army of martyrs." And even as we turn away, 
in bidding the hero farewell until the last meeting before 
the throne in glory, we hear the voice of Jesus Himself 
witnessing to Him: "What went ye out for to see? a 
prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a 
prophet! ... Among them that are born uf women there is none 
greater than John" ..... ; and then His words for us, sur-
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The Noble Army of Martyrs. 
, , 

THE S~n of God goes forth to war, 
A kingly crown to gain; 

His blood-red banner streams afar: 

Who follows in his train?· 

Who best can drink his cup of woe, 

Triumphant over pain; 

Who patient bears his cross below, 

He Jollows in his trairi. 

The martyr first, whose eagle eye. 

Could pierce beyond the grave ; 

Who saw his Master in the sky, 

And call'd on him to save. 

Like him, with pardon on his tongue, 

In midst of mortal pain, 

He pray'd for. them that did the wrong: 

Who fonows in his train 1 

A glorious banel, the chosen few,. 

On .whom the Spirit came: 

Twelve valiant saints, their hope they knew, 
And mock'el the cross and flame. 

They met the tyrant's branelish'd steel, 

The lion's gory mane; 

They bowed their necks the death to feel : 

Who follows in their train? 

A noble army-·-men and boys, 

The matron and the maid; 

Around the Saviour's throne rejoice, 

In robes of light array'el. 

They dim b' el the steep ascent of heaven 

Through peril, toil, and pain: 

o Goel, to us may grace be given 

To follow in their train. 

pns1l1g beyond measure as we think of the life whose 
last page we have turned, that in privilege, in opportunity, 
in spiritual possibilities, "he that is but little ill the Killg
dom of God is greater than he .' ,. 

God enabJe us to realise these possibilities, and so 
" fulfil the joy" of the glorious hero-prophet, the story 
of whose life we here close. 
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Friday Evenings at ~ 
. ~ "Bait Arabi Pasha." 

WEare sorry that we are unable to give more than 
an English summary of the address last Friday, 

the Arabic of which we print ill full. It was an applica
tion of the lessons of J apa nese history to the Egypt of 
to-day. The following were the chief points :--.:. ' 

I.-The Sensitiveness of the Japanese to Ideals. 

E.g., their assimilation of Buddhist, Confucian principles; 
their adoption of "Bushido" as an ideal of chivalry. Is 
not lowness of moral aim a more pressing problem 111 

Egypt to-day than lowness of moral achievement? 

2.-Their Teachableness alld Independence 

-two qualities that seem superficially opposed, but may, 
and should be, combined. The Japanese learned writing 
from Korea, moral ideas from China and India and 
latterly Europe, science from Europe: but, after thoroughly 
learning, they put the lessons into practice tlil'lIIsf'!-vl's: 
two great lessons to us in Egypt. 

3.-Their Strength and Gentleness Combined. 

The lecturer also touched on the cultivation of the 
aesthetic faculty as being more nearly related to ethics 
than we imagine. Why is the aesthetic interest so dis
regarded here? 

4.-Their Self-devotion to their Country. 

No commentary is necessary on this, for it was the 
admiration of the wodd in the recent war. But, what 
caused it? Answer-

5.-Their Unity and Loyalty. 

They now" agree to differ" (they have been long in 
learning the lesson, but they have learned it); and there
fore Christian, and Buddhist, and Shintoist, can stand up 
together for the one Japan and the one Emperor, and 
rival each other in loyalty without detracting from his 
zeal for his own convictions. And 10yalJ:y to the throne 
is possible too, though the Emperor represents a faith 
different, say, from the Christian's. Why then, should 
not Egypt be one, despite continual assertion that unity 
is impossible in view of our religious differences? Such 
unity is possible if civic freedom and religious toleration 
(with religious zeal) and mutual respect are cultivated. 

This last was naturally the point on which the dis
cussion turned. We cannot give an account of it just 
now; but we will only say that its combination of free
dom and courtesy in treating of the delicate point at 
issue showed that the spirit described in the last para
graph is already in our midst: and the meeting w'as 
therefore a happy augury for the future. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

The Ministry of Christ. 
mHE martyrdom of John Baptist found a fitting finish 
'.- to the first part of the Life of Jesus Chri!Ot, which 
has been appearing, week by week, during the last three 
months in our columns. We do not propose during the 
present year to go consecutively through the three 
crowded years of noble ministry, which succeeded 
Christ's call to His Disciples. Our desire is rather to 
point our readers, between now and Easter-time, to some 
of the most important events of those three years which 
will, in some measure, help us to link on the story of the 
birth, childhood, and youth of Jesus, with His trial, death, 
resurrection, and ascension, of which we treated a year 
ago. It will then be possible, without further delay, to 
issue an illustrated life of the Saviour of the World; leav
ing to another year, if God wills, the pleasure of giving 
a fuller record of Christ's ministry. 

We have already seen (cf. Vol. 1., Nos. 47,48) the 
way in which Andrew and Peter, Philip and Nathanael, 
followed Jesus when He returned from the mountain of 
temptation to the river Jordan. He had since been 
travelling in Judrea arid Galilee, accompanied by a few 
disciples, but only as listeners and learners at His side. 
His ministry had opened by the performance of Hi.s first 
miracle in Cana of. Galilee, followed by a bold assertion 
of His prophetic office at the feast of the Passover in 
Jerusalem, when He fearlessly cleansed the temple. 

This action, accompanied by His other miracles, 
gathered round Him a number of enquirers, the most 
famous of whom was Nicodemus, a Jewish Rabbi of 
some importance, who came to Jesus to enquire secretly 
at night. It also led to a growing hostility to His mission 
on the part of the Jews in the capital. . 

In consequence of this and other troubles, such as 
the imprisonment of John the Baptist mentioned last 
week, Jesus withdrew 'via Samaria to Galilee and com
menced His great continuous ministry in and around 
Capernaum. Before beginning to preach and do His 
miracles He definitely called four of His disciples (Peter 
and Andrew, James and John), to leave their handicraft 
as fishers in the lake and become instead fishers of men's 
souls. To these He added the call of Levi (or Matthew, 
the publican, cf. Matt. ix., 9-17) from the receipt of custom, 
maki ng, with Philip and Nathanael, seven in all. 

But the time had now come to found a Society of 
followers, not only to witness to His life and teaching, 
but themselves to propagate the principles of their Master 
throughout the world. And so in the scene before us 
we have the steps by which Jesus came to form the 
nucleus of a Society to renovate the world. It is to the 
unique ruethod which Christ adopted that we desire to 
call your attention to-day. 

Notice first that Jesus reversed the order in which 
most men found societies for good. Most men, both in 
East and West, lay down many rules and principles and 
conditions for the members of their newly-formed So
cieties in order to ensure good conduct, safeguard against 
changes, or limit the sphere of their usefulness to one 
class or interest or denomination. Instead of this, Jesus 
came forward and made Himself the standard of imitation. 

All who would follow Him might join His league. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST. 

This was the only rule, principle, condition, laid down 
for would-be members-" Follow me." No assent to a 
creed was demanded before admission, no preliminary 
confession of sin was incumbent, nor interrogation about 
the past. Members might come to Jesus without intro
spection first. He would do the searching of their hearts 
and lives when they came. Would that all followers of 
Christ had remembered this! Had they done as their 
Master did, the world might have been won by now to 
His allegiance. 

But what is still more extraordinary, Jesus not only 
seeks for followers, but He gives both Himself and them 
one id!a?-" to be perfect [ike His Father in heaven." He 
sets before every man pelfection as his constant aim. 
"To do the will of God is to be our very meat and drink." 
How sublimely simple and yet how infinitely higher than 
all other thoughts and revelations before His time. 

N~xt let us note three points about the c01ls.titlltion of : 
the League. The aim of its Foundet is simply gigantic. 
It is nothing less than the moral conquest of the world. 
Surely our first thought would have been to seek for a 
large membership, and to accept as leaders and office
bearers only picked men of tried experience. Probably 
we should also take care to secure a majority of the 
members of our way of thinking, even though not holding 
identical opinions with ourselves. 

Jesus thought just the opposite. He chose just twelve 
lights to be the means of illuminating the world. The 
twelve apostles were the only original lights in the plan 
-of Jesus. This is illustrated by many of His subsequent 
parables about the mustard seed, the leaven, etc. Did 
He not through them at once distribute the loaves to the 
multitudes? 

But further observe that by a true instinct Jesus crose 
·a guild of yOU1l/( men. Men with fixed ideas and incapable 
·of change under the influence of their Master's person
ality, teaching, and example, would not have been fruit
ful founders of a new religion. How few of us seem to 
remain plastic and impressionable, responsive and open 
to new ideas, as years creep on ! We may be skilled 
practitioners, or dutiful employes, but have little hope
fulness. Christ needed optimists, enthusiasts, men who 
believed that He could make all things new. That is 
why Jesus afterwards placed in the centre of His disciples 
a little child, and exhorted them to be childlike men. 
God give to Egypt to-day another band, like those simple 
followers of Jesus, of hopeful optimists! 

Lastly, let us examine a little closer the individuals 
who composed the band. How varied were their char
acters. Peter, the man of quick resolution and generous 
impulses, led the way. John was a man of keen observa
tion and a deep thinker, though he seldom took the' 
initiative. Nathanael was the man of country-upbring
ing with all the simplicity of rural life ; while Matthew 
was the shrewd frequenter of the counting-house and the 
exchange. John's brother, James, was full of zeal and 
eager for martyrdoml; while Thomas, called Didymus, 
though equally strong in love and equally ready to die 
for his master, was sceptically minded, with little intel
lectual faith. Andrew appears as the practical member 
of the band, ever prompt and ready to act or give advice, 
nor blind as to how to use existing resources to the best 
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advantage. While Philip is an unimaginative prosaic 
soul, but consulted by Christ as being a man of slow 
deliberation and appealed to by Greeks as the most 
approachable member of the league. Of the rest it is 
most significant that Simon the Zealot was 'a strong 
nationalist, and had been a follower of an outlaw who 
had resisted the Roman occupation; while Judas Iscariot 
was bravely included in the band, though the part he 
subsequently came to playas traitor led to such results. 

Such were the kincl of characters that Jesus chose. 
He sought for every variety of gift, training, character, 
and origin for His ideal league, so that He might show' 
to the world the many possibilities of love. 

But when Christ had thus associated with Himself 
other Ii ves for the moral renovation of the worlel, so that 
Christianity no longer meant solely the Person of Jesus, 
but a membership of His followers as well, what methods 
did He use to accomplish the task? vVe can now see, on 
looking back, that Christ folloued the plan of civilization 
in its advance. He started c;::; an individual. Then He 
gathered round Him a family circle. This circle expanded 
into a tribe. Then it embraced other tribes till it formed 
a nation. Finally it has joined many nations together 
to form one brotherhood of men. And this is wonder
fully borne out in the Gospel narrative. Christ's first 
miracle after the call of the first disciples was performed 
in the synagogue of Capernaum on the Sabbath day (Mark 
i., 21-26), as if to consecrate the clay of rest to works of 
mercy, and the house of prayer to be the place where 
devils should be overthrown. And the next most sacred 
place to the Master was the family izearth, for" forthwith 
when they were come out of the synagogue they entered 
into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John." By healing Peter's wife's mother in the home 
Jesus took care to teach, at the outset of His ministry, 
that charity begins ,at home, that the home is sacred, and 
the mother's health and influence should be a matter of 
first concern. This simple scene contains the germ of 
the mighty truth revealed by Jesus later on, that heaven 
is a home of many mansions, and homes are given us 
here on earth to make foretastes of the peavenly home. 
But then the Saviour longs to widen the circle of His 
league. And so befcre the setting of the sun He would 
seek that very day to show his wider sympathies, And 
thus it was that Christ drew to Him the sick and sllffiring 
that summer's eve. So that" all the city was together at 
the door" (Mark i., 33). Tl1f~y, too, wanted to be admitted 
into the circle of the company. And we read, "He laid 
His hands on everyone of them and healed them." The 
league that very day extended from the house of prayer 
to the home, and from the brethren to the neighbourhood. 

And· so it has been ever since that eventful day. 
One by one Christ calls us to be His followers. One by 
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one we respond to that call, or r~fuse His gracious in
vitation. Shall we not come to join the number of His 
disciples, and learn of Him who is meek and lowly in 
he:1rt, and thus find rest to our souls? 
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. THE 

Cairo Religious Discussion Society. II.· 
(Minutes of A Possible Society.) 

The Inspiration of the Tourat (Old Testament>. 

WHEN the friends met on the next Friday after the 
one on which they had discussed the preliminaries 

of the subject of Inspiration (see p. 62), w·hich was the 
subject chosen for their first discussion, the President 
first called on the Secretary to read the minutes of the 
last meeting; and after that, said as follows :~ 

The President-Sirs, we have decided then to examine 
each of the three Books current in Egypt for which 
Inspiration is claimed, with a view to seeing what we 
may gather from each as to the way in which God reveals 
Himself to men. I therefore call on Kohen Effendi to 
open by giving an account of the Inspiration of the 
Tourat. 

Kohell~;"Ir. President, and Gentlemen :--When we 
look tlu:ough the contents .of the Tourat we see at once 
its manifold character. It consists of many books, con
fessedly written at different periods, by many different 
persons~some of them anonymous~and of the most 
diverse description. Some of its contents are messages 
in which God is the speaker, speaking to men (as in most 
of the Surahs of the Koran): other parts are addresses 
of men to God (as in the Fathah or opening Surah of' 
the Koran): and other portions again are simply about 
God, or His chosen people Israel. It is clear, therefore, 
that we must examine the book clearly first and sift its 
contents. 

But first, one or two historical matters. When and 
how were all these books regarded as inspired, so that it 
might be said they form one sacred Book (for I must ask 
my Moslem friends to let me, for the present, regard the 
Zaboor [Psalms] and the Toura.t [Law] as forming one 
Book)? An exhaustive answer to that question would 
take too long, but I imagine that all in this room will be 
satisfied with these facts: (I) that the Jews in· the first 
century of the Christian era recognised these same Books 
as sacred and inspired, the Council of Jewish Rabbis at 
Jamnia at the end of that century putting its seal on 
th~m and filially fixing their number. (2) The Jewish 
writer, Josephus, the celebrated historian of that century, 
explicitly lays down a list of Sacred Books which tally 
compfetely with that of the Tourat to-day; and that 
their contents are the same is evident from the abundant 
quotations which he makes from them. (3) In like man
tler, Philo, the celebrated philosopher who wrote before 
A.D. 40, quotes voluminously from these same Books as 
sacred. (4) Though the Jews had many other re
ligious writings, many of which they venerated very 
greatly, they venerated these said Sacred Books in a 
much higher way, as though quite differently inspired. 
Philo, for example, never quotes any text as fully inspir
ed except one found in these said Scriptures; and 
similarly Josephus. (5) The Christians accepted and 
took over these said Scriptures as the genuine Tourat 
and read them in the churches till this day. and this in· 
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spite of the fact that we Jews have opposed their religion, 
a fact which makes impossible any suspicion of collusion. 
(6) Jesus, whom many accept as Prophet and Christ, 
set his seal on these same Books, for in the comparatively 
small number of his recorded sayings he is found quot
ing from nearly every Book as the word of God: and 
similarly, his disciples and o';her New Testament writers. 

This evidence, gentlemen, warrants me in saying 
that the present Scriptures of the Tom'at are what were 
accepted as such and as inspired in the first century of 
the Christian era. It is possible to go further back, but 
unnecessary. The Christians already accept the entire 
collection; the :.YIoslem may well accept it too, for this 
e'!idence is all nearly six hundred years before IvIoham
nied, which pro\'es beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
tIle Tourit appealed to by him as being held by all Jews, 
eve': by those who tried to wre3t its l11eaning,~' was the 
same as the one accepted by Jews and Christians alike 
in the first and in the twentieth centuries. 

A ndnow, before furthel' classifying these Books and 
thus proceeding to the nature of their Inspiration, I will 
pause in case any of my heare;'s has any question to put 
with regard to this historical part of our study. [He takes 
his sellt.] 

The Presidellt-vVe are obliged to Kohen Effendi for 
the opportunity. Has any gentleman a question to ask? 

El Hindi-What is the history of the Canonization 
of those particular Books? I am fairly well·up in the 
history of t~1e Canonizatio;1 of the Books of the Gospel, 
but not in the corresponding history of the Jewish Books. 

Koliell-The subject is a difficult and complicated 
one owing to t11e very greJ.t antiquity of the Books in 
question. The history of their collection and canoniza
tion has chiefly to be traced by internal evidence, that 
is from indications found in the Books themselves. It 
was a long process too; for they cover a period of many 
hundred years. 

Sheikh Abdallah-But in view of the difficulty and 
obscurity of the subject, are we warranted in accepting 
these books as constituting the true Tourit or as inspired? 
especially as we know that the Jews perverted their 
Scriptures, a fact we have on the authority of the Koran 
itse If. 

The Prt'sidCllt-I must rule yourquestion out of order, 
Sheikh: for first of all, we have agreed of all to consider 
these books as constituting the true Tourat, for the sake 
of argument. But, on the question of fact, how could our 
Prophet have testified to a perverted book? This one 
argument is really sufficient, and the evidence by which 
Kohen Effendi has traced the Book back to the time of 
Isa in the sixth century before the Hegira is more than 
sufficient for us.' As for the four sole passages in the 
Koran where tahrccf is attributed to the Jews, it is absol
utely clear that they, in each case, mean perversion of 
meaning, not of text, as a glance at our greatest comrl,len-
tators would show you.i' ' 

Sheikh Husaill-But what about the tradition that all 
the Books were burned at the captivity six centuries 

* For that is the true meaning of the U:~ aSs'erted in Suras 2.70, 4.48, etc:, 

-r See Suras 2.70, 4·48, 5·14. 5·45, See, Sill] If)_'is, Beidawi, :\Iohammed ibn Is~ 

mail el Bokhari. 
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before Christ, and that Ezra two generations later wrote 
them out from memory. This would destroy our faith in 
these Books. 

Kohen-If the first half of this tradition is true, the 
difficulty is as formidable to you, as a good Moslem, as 
it is to me, the Jew; for a Tourat undoubtedly was wit
nessed to by Mohammed, and you dare not deny its ex
istence or genuineness. So you would certainly be driven 
to believe the second half of the tradition, that Ezra did 
really write them out from memory. And why on earth 
Jlot, considering, first, that nothing is impossible to God; 
secondly, that even greater feats of memory are well
known to have taken place, nay, are takirig place to-day! 

Falzmy--Bravo, Sir, your answer is clever! But what 
is the actnal value of that tradition? 

Kolzen-It is worthless. It occurs in a book written, 

not only after Ezra's time, but after the time of Christ! 

That is, after Ezra by over 500 years. During those 500 

years we find nothing to support, and everything to dis

credit, this tradition-which was clearly invented -,to 

glorify the name of Ezra, and magnify the undoubted 

part he took in preserving and collecting the Mosaic law. 

In other words, it is a superstition. 

Thc Prcsidcllt-Well, you seem to be sure of your 

_ facts, and I do not suppose any of us have more certain 

unes to offer. So, if there are no more questions, I would 

ask you to proceed. 

Kohcn-We are then agreed that the Tourat of to-day, 

is the Tourat of ;Vlohammed and of Isa, and is, there

fore, whatever we may find in it, to be considered as 

essentially the Vvord of God. I must bind you, gentle

men, to this conclusion, which prohibits anyone of you 

from objecting to any of the contents as such. I will 

now proceed to analyse and classify these Books, and 

then we may see what ideas on Inspiration they yield. 

.. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. A NEW SOCIETY. 

./\ New Society. 
WE ment.ioned in our sixth Number that after t~le usual 

meetIng on the 9th February the suggestIOn was 
made to liS, by some of our Egyptian friends, of turning 
these informal meetings into a definitely constituted 
Society which should preserve minutes of its proceeding,>, 
and the principal features of which should be comprehens
veness, mutual understanding, and freedom of speech, 
between the various elements of which it should be com
posed." V\T e are happy to be able to state that in the 
month which has elapsed steps were taken by those who 
made this proposal to carry it into effect. Those who ,were 
in earnest about the matter formed themselves, together 
with the two Englishmen who had instituted the former 
meeti ngs (the Editors of this l\Iagazi ne), in to a Committee, 
the result of whose consultations was seeJ? last Friday 
(March r6th), when a large number of men met together 
to hear various members of that Committee expound the 
objects of the proposed Society, and to receive an ir:vita
tion to enrol themselves as members. We desire now 
to give some account of the proceedings of that meeting, 

The chair was taken by a student of one of the 
Egyptian colleges and letters were first read from several 
well-known resident Englishmen, apologising for in
ability to attend the meeting, and wishilrg syccess -to the 
enterprise. 

Then the first speaker, a member of the Committee 
and a master in a iVIosle.m non-provided school, showed 
how the Friday meetings of the last two-and-a-halfyears 
hadleclllp to the present effort. He had witnessed how 
Egyptians had gradually been admitted more and l;nore 
into sharing in the conduct of the meetings; for, the first 
year, they took no part even in discussion; the second 
veal', they took a large part in the di~cussions; while the 
- , -I ''; . 

third year, they expressed a w')s-h -to take part' in the 
organisation and control of the proceedings. After 
beariilg witness to the freedom' and fairness wh,ich 
he had observed characterised the whole series of 
meetings. he emphasised the importance of self-reliance 
on the part of Egyptians, and the necessity of their 
taking a leading part in such enterprises as these~ 

He was followed by another member of Committee, 
a young (Moslem) student of a higher college, who first of 
all detailed the circumstances which had led him on the 
night of February 9th to urge the step that had actually 
been taken :-He had felt that, instead of seeing foreign
ers control so essentially national meetings as these and 
similar ones, they ought to be, directed by those for whom 
they were primarily designed, Egyptians; and how this 
idea had develQped into a Society which should embrace 
on an equal footing the various elements of which the 
nation was composed, resident Englishp1en being in
clude'd on a'ccount -of their peculi~r position in th~ 
country, and the first-rate importance of the existence 
of mutual understanding between them and Egyptians .. 
He then gave an excellent address fc on the advantages 
of co~operation and combination- in action, and showed 
how such a Society as this one would illustrate the 

* We hope to give it in ~tcnso as soon as possible in these columns. \ 

AV 
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principle and help forward the social and national 
results hoped for by all. His address was received 
with loud applause showing that its sentiments won the 
assent of those present. 

He was followed by one of the two Englishmen on the 
Committee (one of the Editors of this Magazine), who 
glanced once more at the history of the last two-and-a
half years. It has always been our aim, he said, that 
Egyptians should feel these Friday meetings to be theirs, 
and consequently we were delighted when we heard the 
spontaneous claim from some of our Egyptian friends 
to take part in the control of them. Nothing could have 
pleased us better. Our attitude in these pwetings is our 
attitude in this country, one of sympathy for, and co
operation with, Egyptians in their highest aims for the 
good and advancement and fame of their nation. We 
desire to see them ever more and more capable of under
taking the most responsible posts in their country's 
service, and possessing the initiative, perseverance and 
faithfulness, necessary for the same. Therefo,e we believe 
that a small Society like thIS is a good preparation for 
such greater things in the future, Again, we feel that a 
second indispensable condition for Egyptian national 
greatness is the sinking of the internal prejudices and 
animosities which ruined the past, and this without the 
surrender of any genu inc religious zeal and fery,our. This 
means that there must be far more friendly contact 
between the representatives. of those various eler:lents; 
more frank looking of each other in the face, and hearing 
each other's point of view expressed with freedom com
bined with mutual ;respect; a 'clearer knowledge that it 
is possible to meet son,letime~. qn :common ground with 
the man with whom you may discuss religious differences 
at other times. And we believe that such a Society as 
this, founded on the principle of the friendship of its 
members, irrespective of creed or race, is a means towards 
bringing abont this consummation so devoutly· to be 
desired. 

These sentiments also appeared to find a<;ceptance, 
to judge from the applause that followed. And the 
speaker was followed by the Recording Secretary, a 
young (Christian) Egyptian in the Ministry of Finance, 
who briefly summed up the objects and conditions of the 
Society, as agreed upon by the Committee'; (I) the name 
of the Society to he the" National Unity Society; (2) its 
membership to be opened to Egyptians, without distinc
tion of creed or race, who are. members or graduates of a 
Higher College, or masters in a school,or employes of 
the Government, and that Englishmen should be as~ 
sociated with them; (3)- the only conditioli of nomination, 
under these limitations, to be personal acquaintance with 
a member and a short period of attendancea,t the meet:
ings; (4) the obiects ofihe Society to be the proll1otiol). 
of friendship, sympathy, and mutual understanding 
between the different elements of the nation, mutual 



electronic file created by cafis.org

eelDENl 
A WEEKL Y . MORAL AND RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'" 

25 P.T. :per Annum. THURSDAY, 22ND MARCH, 1906. Vol. II., No. 11. 
Six Shillings Abroad. Price % P.T. per Copy. 

"The Divine Healer." 
o true Physician! heal the souls 

That sick and wounded lie; 

With wholesome medicine of Thy \,vord. 

Oh, heal them lest they die! 

Lord, to our nature cleaveth still 

The leprosy of sin; 

Put forth Thy Hand and touch us, Lord, 

And make us clean within. 

Lo 1 souls are lying cold and dead 

In palsy's numbing chain; 

Speak Thou the word of power, good Lord, 

And bid them live again. 

The fever burns in guilty breasts

Hot passion's wilful fire; 

Calm Thou the storm with words of peace, 

And quell each vain desire. 

o ]esu, Healer of all ills, 

To Thee for help we flee; 

Our souls, by Thine all-cleansing grace, 

From every bond set free. AMEN. 

----.-~-
-----~ -- -~--~-

information on subjects of general or national import

ance, and mutual encouragement to good works; (5) the 

methods of the Society to be the holding of a weekly 

free discussion meeting, direct reference to religion as 
suoh and to the political status quo being barred, with 

such other means as shall commend themselves to the 
Executive Committee; (6) the members of the Founder's 

'C~m1ll1ittee to be joined by an equal number to be elected 
as soon as possible from the members of the Society, 

the whole forming an Executive Committee who should 
draw up rules and arrange the programme of meetings, 

continuing in office till October. 
He concluded by inviting those present to become 

members. Over twenty of those present did so, while 

the remainder, after listening to further criticisms and 
suggestions, went away to give further thought to the 

matter. 
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We hope that the Soc;ety will stick to its principles 
and contribute something to the lofty aim it has set 

before itself. 

~J ~.J~, Jt;V\ ~\i ~~ ~ 1\:(, V"Jb... ~~\ J=-" 

.!J\;,;,Vl ~ o~ V ~\ ~1~ (JA 



electronic file created by cafis.org

,(.Ai •• I 

t.I .. '1 

I I 
"1 1 

•• 1 

H.I .. \ 
, 

Vi. •• . 

tA:· • 

I i 
I T' 
! l' , " .1 
I .. , II 

I t 

I 
' , 

t II 
I 

II 
i 

\ il 
" 
I' i: 

~ .. II 
~ •• j 

i 
'I' 

, 

I ::J ~ , 
I I 'I' 

\ "I 

I \ 

I: :\1 I \ 

, 
-I 

i 
i 

< 

( .r"'-~ '" J.f- t)~ J J~, ) 
- - - - ... - - -

-l6:. ."L '.II d" ... 
\ j 

\ 

\",~. (0)j j)~ ) » ) 'I' 

oj" (-ll,,? ) ~~! ,L 
U J l' 

t· ( 0)5 j)t~ ) »» t 

\"'1" »~JJI eo~ljJl J ,-::r=.il ~)f\JI 0 

\",' .. ..:..~\.J.lj (,S;l,.;!'..):: j)U:IJ ..:..'.-\;:~ 1 -'::)~I i 

'I'," (0)j j)~).. -" t)L ~I J .',It.J.', I v 

",'to »y'jI'J ,1)",:)1"-,, j>- J~I ':''''fi.1 I A 

','\'t. J~I -s-'? ~.l.;_~'cJ. cks!'}l j ]")11 '~'.y:; I '" 
~ I 

"',,. (J)) ,j~ ) L.<:)t ~' ,..,.,L eo '.,;'1 I \. 
\ (d"-II ~) , c:'...iJ 1 y' .i ..i" .. /i . \ \ 
i »» ~-"U»-,.:..",eol)jb1.1 \~ 

'1'1 ;.,...l,1 \i..':.,..l,..I~L. \~ I -'~. ,. 
I 

\ ' 
I 

1\' 
1\' 
\ ' 
I 
1 \ ' 

I 
t 

I t 

. \' ,,' 
~).JJ ~ 

,~...:JI .,. '-' .;.)1 ~I£.,\ I~'L. \ 
v-' ...... ..-' 

lS.,rJ'.-J:-I J JJ",,-~'}I';~ 'f 
-" 1 -

l'I."';' I) ...... W \ \"' 

~WI) C)} I i. 

«Gj pi 0 

(tF- ) eoLlI.! ~'ij '.I', ~ J- i 

~ '1) '.II) .L ")ti eol.;::isc""i • to'" )u w:: Ij : V 

<';1'JI;;i~'}I, A 
- -" ./ I 



electronic file created by cafis.org

• " God hath made of one blood all nation. of m~n for to dwell on a ll the face of the earth. " 

rient and Occiden 
f\ Moral and Religious magazine, 

The Editors :- The Revd. W. H. T. GAIRDNER, B.A., Oxford, and 

Published on Thursdays 
in Ca.iro. 

NTENTS OF No. 11-

ENGLISH AND ARABIC--

·ro Religious D iscussion 
Society. 

New Society. 
Divine Healer- HYllln. 

ARABIC--

Egyplian Sud a n- RlI"oIil"iv. 

e ick of the Palsy. 

Iinion Press, Boulac Ro ad, Cairo. 

. . . . . The Revd. D. M. THORNTON, M.A., Cambridge. 

22nd MARCH 1906. 

"Sick of the Palsy." 

Vol. n.- No. ll. 
Price, * P .T. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTlON:-

25 P. T. (Post FPee) in Egypt. 
Six Shillings Abroad. 
~ P.T. each copy. 

AU Subscriptions to be pdid 10 'he Edilors, 
Church Missionary Socid)" Cairo. 

Telephone No. 1339. 
---:0:---

All business communications 
in connection with the paper, 
and all orders and payments 
for Publ ications, to be made to 
the ~'Ianager, c.~I.S. English 
Library, Sharia Mohammed 
Aly, Cairo. 

Telephone No. 1340. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

p -sf' ~ <.": II:!!"' (' .;,.. \ ) 

Ir j{" I~ I'<'~~ i'r '=1,1 

f m'='rrr "\'=' Ir'"~ ry::-"i" 
.;r::J IT\'I<'=' r.,f' Ih 

.~ (:r: IR'"' (' ,,~\) 

1:.",If1,: f'.';"';' If""" II\~ 

.;r::J I" -;:: u~'=' r 1(' ;-r< 

!~-({' .. l 

r 111,:2 . 'F Ir-:'! \1'\-<;: 

r 1r-T1i"J 5i'lr <\(', • J. .,r 7} 

o.l. .,r '=1 '"1?\ hI"'" \-<" ~ II"'-'\'") , , 

\\\~Pr.5J 

f' 1f!1.,r ~ 
!."T( -. J If""" 

::lr ( !r~' ) f> If;':' 

\, ~ 1( /1 ~ ~ • \, \ 

~ \~~~rf~ \~~ 

« ,.; ,f' r)~ rl~ Jf'. I": ,f' 11.1..J" 7-'" ~ )f' r~ Itr'f' » 

':-j n .. f..!' .,..r 
-r> i1'l""! If..~~ If...;r)\~ 

, 
~(I<:" 

\,,1 'In!\' "I:"::'I.,~ 
.,. :1') -( Ir <, ) 

ir'"~ 

'l'--~ ;r <, \1~' _! lFir ( -:-'" ) 
\1-;..;:) , ( Ir <, ) 

,';1( I~ IiI, <:1~ 

ii\~": '\r'"~ 

\ {"""CO \ Rf1 -r.;" 

~~ 

~c:-),.\ 

~),. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

t •• 

t •• 

t •• 

t •• 

t •• 

t •• 

i· •• 

t •• 

t •• j 

'" •• :1 Ii 
" •• 11 

I 
'" •• ! 

'I' " 

'I' •• 

'I' .. 

1 •• 

\ .. 
, •• I 

i . 

'1'. 

'1'. 

\"

1 
\ . 

• 

t 

• ( ~ "q. u'l:. JJ\,. ) 

.,..;\01 ~,...J .J.\i...1 {lll .j ". 

.. 
'J-

ifj~)JI;k '1'1" 

• . "'\ I" ~I f" n 
.... )"..J.I '1'0 

if..wl U)I d.:)".,... 'l'i 

JtJI))U\ W . . 
'.l~'jl '.;L.JlI '1'/\ 

,~. 

I 
J:l1 

""'-' 
;~? ;;..1.>\.., 
--..r .JI.) ..r.Jt) 
,t .. /\ .. 
n " I" .. 
it " /\ " 

t" " i .. 
1"" .. , 

" • 

'I'i .. I" .. 
Ii " 'I' •• 

I't .. I" .. 

(~) 

» 
, 
J 

, 
, 
, 
) 

U"-'P.! ~')\..\) 04'Ji1 U.';\; cr \ 
, , , cr .... )\,;. 'I' 

0'.Jl I "':-l«. cr- I" 

"':-1.4.J I ~l(' t 

;)I;.J I ..,...tsJ C \::4l, I 0 

-,I II \:5/ • • ./....., ..,.... Cf" i 

;;)I;.J I ....,1:(' T l.4, I V . ~. 

J-:: ~)WI 0~1 .... )\,;. " 

)./.'j\ ~ ):J.I )yJI '1''' 

..,...I,;JI~) 1". 

, ..:,;\ ~ 1"1 

~ pi l! L lb. 1"'1' 

~J: ).i-Jl1 \"\" 

.. \5" ; . \ ·11 ... , 
~ yO)y 1 ... 

it 

II"" 
"I · 45:l1 t)~ " 

t •• (l!~j~)(I).?J".. .... )WI'-:;Y")UI:;,..;)l1 I' 
•• I A 

I 

.' '~II'" l,.ll....! ~ "":lj~ 'fO 

~I ~<Ji~) I"i 

J tJ I e;-i I:.t: Y'V I 
( 1""- ) 0:Jl\ .J.~'~ I, '1'/\ i 

U--q-1s:J1 11""- i 

'l't "I I" ' .. 

I •• i, A J+" 

\, .. "I·· 
" ••• 'I' I,,· 

I 

/\.. 1 i .. 
t .. • 1'1" 

A .. • \ 1+. 

» • 
. e;-il .,;~ J 0)\..1;" \ \ 

) :u,)\<- :ill.. J 't .;.-; 
• J P.!J'Y.: 1'1' 

, ~ 'JlI :;.~'Jil '.;~..\ll f\.;" cr- \1" 

} u--0\s:J1 e-r~ J ~I .')JlI It 

J JJ.-I J<- e;..1 I '-kc".. 1 0 

» ~L)lo)I;.JIJ.bI"..Jk· Ii 

} ~I) 'J>tJ.:\ \V 

/\ •. \ "'(..l.~) .)I;.JI..,...L:('~)I \" 
, I 

..,.,)\kJI IS» i\ I' Ii l"li ""\ ) 

,I, ,,-()i J t'l' I \,.:" ",,,.1 » 

I 
. , ;::. I I, I 

\ •• i 406: 1
: '"::-';\JI ~y. I tl" Ii 'It "I I" "I ) 

, ,. cY. J.,.a) I u.." xl ~ jI ~ I \ " 

;,:, ..J. I 0 \; l:..i.S )'1 '1" 

~jJl (l>),. Ok '1'1 

if~L~;;,,- H I, ·.·.1 .. \· i 1-1<.01 Y"! it II i "I ' ,'(, 
1

'1 t J>.-""'J~ I to I; : ;~ d.:\G. .... \. 
\ ' 'II l.i "I I I 1 'I ,',1.· "I. ': 'I 'I :,I:~I 

... 1 ti ~M,";- '-$3 .. }~J ito "\ I ,"\.. ~ 1+" - ~) -" ~ ...... ~;; 
-------'--'----------------'------_._-----------'---'--------- -._.,--- .. -- .. ,._ .. ,-,,' 

____ J~ • ..FR 



electronic file created by cafis.org

-
r" ..jtll .)..\,,)\ 

The Social Teaching of Jesus. 

WE now feel that it will be in place to give, in short 
outline, what was Jesus Christ's attitude towards 

the social question. Let us now look first of all to see 
what was His attitude to society around Him. 

Christ as a Sociable Man. 

The first thing that strikes us is that Jesus was no 
ascetic. He lived in a world of social intercourse and 
friendships. The first act of His ministry was to gather 
round Him an intimate group of friends through whose 
associated activity His teaching was to be perpetuated. 
He entered with equal sympathy into the joys and sor
rows of social life around Him, for His first public act in 
Galilee was to attend a wedding feast, and on His first 
day of ministry He healed Peter's wife's mother of a 
fever. Then, too, Jesus was familiar with the most 
various social types: such as fishermen and Pharisees, 
tax-gatherers and beggars, Jews and Romans, saints and 
sinners. Almost every social question known to His 
age was in some form b~ought before Him either to 
receive His judgment or to entrap Him in His talk. 
The integrity of the family, the relations of rich and 
poor, the responsibilities of the prosperous, all these 
which seem to us to be pressing questions to-day receiyed 
from Jesus thorough and often stern consideration. 

Christ as a Personal Dealer. 

The second thing that impresses us in Jesus Christ 
is the personal character of His ministry. His central 
idea is to make plain to individual souls what is their 
relationship to God. And this He does, not so much by 
preaching to crqwds, as by talking with individuals. He 
gives Himself to each perSGn, group, or case, before Him. 
His conversation is luminous with the thought of the 
preciousness of personality. The shepherd leaves the 
ninety anel nine sheep to seek the one that is lost; the 
woman sweeps the house to find the one piece of money. 
And so on throughout His ministry anel His teaching. 

And' yet, in spite of this, the world is coming more 
and more to find in the teaching of Jesus the solution to 
its social problems. How is this? 

The Width of Chdst's Horizon. 

The reason which gave Jesus such wi~lom and in
sight, when on earth, into the social issues of His clay 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

was due to the elevation of His mind. He only truly 
sees things who sees round them and beyond them. 
Breadth of wisdom requires a large horizon of the mind. 
The wise geueral does not throw Himself into the smoke 
of.the battle, but stands apart from it and above it, where 
he can survey and direct the whole. And this is why 
Christ's decisions to simple questions, propounded to 
him in Galilee and J udrea, have such force and freshness 
to-day. They reveal such wonderful insight, foresight, 
comprehensiveness, and wisdom-in a word, sagacity of 
mind. So much so that the first comment of many 
hearers upon His teaching was this :-Whence hath this 
man this wisdom? (Matt. xiii., 54.) Jesus has Himself 
told us whence this wisdom came. lt was due to His 
detachment of mind. Instead of being entangled by 
social questions, He moved through them with a quiet 
authority and sometimes even with a delicate irony. 
And here we see one of the most striking contrasts be
tween the teaching of Jesus and that of other prophets. 
They threw themselves into the midst of the struggle for 
national righteousness, exhorting, rebuking, upbraiding 
their people as they wavered or retreated into wrong. 
Jesus surveys this .struggle as it were from above. Here 
we detect the difference between the reformer and the 
revealer. The work of a reformer is for his own age; 
that of a revealer for all ages. 

Christ Inspires the Individual. 
We have already seen that Christ's ministry was 

largely spent with individuals. How then does He help 
to solve the social problems of a nation? Not by way of 
external organizations or mass-movements. Not by 
wholesale conversions of multitudes nor· by entering the 
legal or ecclesiastical professions. But simply by the 
inspiration of individuals, by the quickening of single 
lives, and by strengthening their characters. In short, 
instead of regeneration by organization, Jesus offers re
generation by inspiration. And this He does by the 
communication of vitality, the contagion of personality, 
and the transmission of character. "Jesus was not pri
marily the Deed-Doer, or the Word-Sayer, he was the Life
Giver." 

. Christ's Ideal for the World. 
But these two qualities of social wisdom and social 

power are but the introduction to the most conspicuous 
and central of Christ's social principles. His great social 
ideal is that of "the kingdom of God" or "the kingdom 
of heaven," phrases which occur over one hundred times 
in th€ first three gospels. This social ideal is the subject 
both of His prayers, His parabolic teaching, and His 
prophecies. It had both its negative and its positive 
aspe~t. Negatively, it ".consisted in a criticism of cur
rent ideas and practices in ethics and religion" among 
the Jews·~moralcriticism of the vices of even the sincere 
Pharisees of those days, such as their vanity, self-com
placency, contemptuousness and externalism. Positively, 
it contained right thoughts about God and man, right 
ideas about holiness and righteousness, and right con
ceptions of duty and virtue. Christ taught, moreover, 
the true relation of man to God, and man to his fellow
man. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF JESUS. 

His kingdom of God, Christ teaches us, is both a 
present and a future state; an inward and an outward 
condition. On the one hand, it is a 'silent, spiritual, 
immanent presence-" The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation: neither shall they say, Lo, here! or 
there! for 10, the kingdom of God is within you" (Luke 
xvii., 20, 2I). On the other it denotes the glorious con
summation of the Messiah's reign, the kingdom of God 
which is to come in power (Mark ix., 1.) For the coming 
of the kingdom ill both senses we are taught by;Christ to 
pray in the words :-" Thy kingdom come." 

At first sight it may seem difficult to reconcile two 
ideals apparently so opposite and different. ~But the 
apparent paradox di'sappears when we consider Christ's 
conception of the kingdom in the light of the two prin
ciples already laid down. Jesus, as we have seen, views 
the world froni. above. He also sees in it the movement 
of the life of God upon the souls of men. Wherever the 
spirit of God finds a welcome in a human life, there the 
kingdom of God has, in a sense, already come. And 
when at last that same Spirit shall have penetrated the 
whole world, then there will result such a social trans
formation as even language cannot describe. And this 
kingdom of God is to come, answers Jesus, not'~by out
ward force or social organization, but by the sanctifica
tion of individual human souls. From one point of view 
the kingdom is an unfolding process of social righteous
ness, to be worked out by individuals; from another, 
each individual is prompted to a better life by the thought 
of bringing the kingdom nearer its completion. Thus 
the individual and the kinsdom grow together. 

The social teaching of Jesus, put in modern language, 
amounts, then, to this: "that the social order is not a 
product of mechanism, but of personality, and that 
personality fulfils itself only in the social order." The 
three features, therefore, which stand out in Christ's 
social principles are His widom, per<;onalitj,'and ideal
ism; or we may call them His social horizon, His social 
power, and His social aim. 

In a later article we hope to be able to apply)hem to 
some of the social problems of the present day. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. CHRIST OR BUDDHA I~ THE EAST. 

Christ or' Buddha it) the East. 
(Flirt J.) 

I N our first issue this year we expressed the hope ~hat 
we should be able later on to make a companson 

between the lives and teaching of Christ and Buddha, as 
being the two most influential religious teachers that the 
world has ever known, each being paid unique reverence, 
at the present day, by over four hundred millions of 
human beings. The recent studies we have been mak
ing in the history, religions, and moral qualities of the 
Japanese should have further whetted our appetite for 
the subject. Because there is not a shadow of a doubt 
that the real, though peaceful, contest in Japan to-day 
is taking place between Buddhism and Christianity. 
The question uppermost in men's mind is this :-In which 
of the two religions is to be found .the highest moral 
teaching and the greatest spiritual benefit. 

The comparison of these two religious faiths--Bud
dhism and Christianity-will not, we are sure, be with
out real interest and profit to members of the several 
religious persuasions held to-day in Egypt, because it 
takes us deep down into some of the most profound 
questions of religion and morality. It will, perhaps, be 
a wonder to many, in lands which have given birth to 
three monotheistic religions, how such a number of 
human beings can be satisfied with a theory of the 
universe, which ignored (when it was promulgated) all 
current theories a bout God and the soul. 

It must be remembered that, before the age 
of Buddha, India had passed through centuries 
of evolution of religious ideas. The Indian 
religious books, called the Vedas, are generally 
recognized by scholars as having existed in 
their present form five hundred veal'S before 
Buddha (i.e., before lODD B.c.). And whether 
the Rig Veda actually taught the supremacy 
of One God over all the other gods, as some 
Hindus now maintain, or not, it is known for 
certain that numerous pantheistic philosophies 
had rival schools before Buddha's day. For 
no fewer than sixty-two different theories 
about God and the soul were then being held 
and taught in that land of religious toleration. 

The boldness of Buddha's teaching con
sisted in his rejecting all current theories about 
souls, and propounding a way of salvation, 
which might be realized in this present life, 
without having recourse to the self-mortifica
tions of the ascetics, and in spite of a de
nial of the permanence of either god or man. 
It is well-known to all that his teachings 
were finally driven out of India altogether 
and a reformed Hinduism took its place. But it 
has become the religion of Ceylon, Burmah, 
and Siam, and with large modifications has 
been accepted in all the eighteen provinces of 
China. In Tibet it is the state religion, 
whence its influence has spread over Mongolia 

,))L~ 01 ;;..~\ ('y"O ~:\:I\ ~~ll ~?~ J i\J~"j\ C.I) L·...\::. J 

0.jJ\ 0~.) ')1\ J-!-i..A rkt>:- ~,..~y l ... t~~ .. ~ J o~ -".J c-::-LI y~"" L.~ 

l ... ~ , .. ;~ tt.:Y, \.JA 0 J::l• ~~l ..... :)1 )", j ~"';A $J) t}.:l\ i~.f 

i~~.)\J ~~l~1 t/ \.J" Ij--;. o\:~:_('~ ,J"IJ' l.t: ...... \ 0}t:..J 

;.;? ,:?jj\ t,..::. ,U .... \:~~j,. J j ,; )~ ,\ jll J!::" J .)\j J.9irb\) 

• J ::;.)~JI i "",~l\ 0l: jL~~' :'-;. ~ )J\) ~:::>e:-t\ .:..,~::."~JJ \ .j I) l~.... o."lJ.A! 

;;..l", J J J'j J:.;: ':? jJl \,\.J\ J\ ;_\\ 0 \ .:1::.,'1) .l:".L~\C \ j'o ·0~l:l\ .))~ 
CI...:1\ i ,91

) -....>\.) \1\ I$"~\ ... l .. ..:i ~::::~JJ\ :..,.\ )) )'" .(.5;\; ....;'6 Jl:-: 

( ~ ~::c_-0\ J.:I,..J\ J..a;\J 

::;J.~\; ,:.,I~ '" .:.~:.::b.JI .:..,~:::~JJ\ 02)\'" ,:,._~ o"·).li\ 01 U Jl;:, 

u:...Il1 SLA J.)\ J)l:~· ~~'j 4-:.r.2.tl ........ ~\,L..l\) .Jlt\ ;~-' .l:..;'j 

J ~:t\1 ;J.> ,11 j~.)'j\ t.l:J jA 0J.;::"ClI L;''''') \.c.)) • -:-,b-'j\J 
" , ~. 

':? 1 J. 0 J.)~:': r~\\ jA ~k>:- \ ) Jt~ ..:.~ lOA j I \ , ... l" -.$4 J r.:J\ 

~l I) ~ \ V'" J..:t~ ~,,~~ \ .I),)' I 0) JC-..' .:.. \~ t<JI V'" ,~ ,:",~j. 

.. ~ .J\ 
J. 



electronic file created by cafis.org



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

and Manchuria. While in Japan it has exercised much 
influence over the religious life of the nation. The 
greatest triumphs of Buddhism have, therefore, been won 
over the Turanian races, and to-day it is seeking to co
operate with Western pessimism in formulating a philo
sophy of history. 

There are some remarkable resemblances and still 
more striking contrasts betwe&n Buddhism and Christ
ianity. Both religions resemble one another in having 
taken their origin, the one in North India and the other 
in Palestine, in regions which are no longer the real 
centres of the faith, though they still remain centres of 
pilgrimage. But the difference between the orig'in of 
the two faiths is this, that Christianity is a religion based 
upon historical facts relating to a historical Person, 
which can be verified as true by the ordinary methods. 
of historical criticism; whereas Buddhism is a religion 
of speculations, which emanated from the mind of a 
noble Hindu sage. As we have already seen, very little 
is really accurately known about the Buddha himself, 
except by inference. No biography of him is recorded 
until 1000 years after he lived, and that is quite unreliable 
in detail. Possibly only one of his sermons and his 
last words have really come down to us in their original 
form. Whereas we have a fourfold record of the ministry 
of Christ, written or dictated by eye-witnesses, which 
were translated into several languages, and believed by 
Christians in many different lands less than three 
hundred years after the death and resurrection of the 
Founder. 

So too we find superficial resemblances and very 
real differences in the lives of the two founders-Buddha 
and Christ. Late legends attribute to Buddha a super
natural birth, and say that it was prophesied of him in 
childhood that he would become a great ruler over many 
lands. and achieve great victories over the evils of hu
manity, leading the human race towards its highest 
gilal. But whereas ali the"e were written centuries after 
Buddha's conquest of Eastern Asia had taken place, the 
prophecies about Christ's wonderful birth, life, death, 
and majesty were uttered centuries before His life on 
earth, all recorded in Hebrew and tranl:11ated into Greek 
a:t least three hundred years 'before His birth. 
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A WEEKLY MORAL AND RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

Buddha's H Eightfold Path." 

THE Fourth Truth is The Way! It openeth wide, 
Plain for all feet to tread, easy and near, 

The Noble Eightfold Path; it goeth straight 
To peace and refuge. Hear! 

Manifold tracks lead to yon sister-peaks 
Around whose snows the gilded clouds are curled; 
By steep or gentle slopes the climber comes 

Where breaks that other world. 
Strong limbs may dare the rugged road which storms, 
Soaring and perilous, the mountain's breast; 
The weak must wind from slower ledge to ledge, 

With man) a place of rest 
The first good level :s Rip;ht Doctrillc. Walk 
In fear of Dharma, s!1l1nning all offence; 
In heed of Karma, w~lich doth make man's fate 

In lordship 0 fer sense. 
The second is Right Purpose. Have good-will 
To all that lives, letting unkindness die 
And greed and wrath; so that your lives be made 

Like soft airs passing by. 
The Third is Right Discourse. Govern the lips 
As they were palace-doors the King within; 
Tranquil and fair and courteous be all words 

Which from that presence win. 
The Fourth is Right Behaviour. Let each act 
Assail a fault or help a merit grow: 
Like threads of silver seen through crystal beads 

Let love through good deeds show. 
Four higher roadways be. Only those feet 
May tread them which have done with earthly things. 
Rigllt Purity, Right Thought, Right LOlleliness, 

Rig/it Rapture. Spread no wings ....... 
For sunward flight, thou soul with unplumed \'ans 
Sweet is the lower· air, and safe and known 
The homely levels; only strong ones leave 

The nest each makes his own. 
Dear is the love, I know, of wife and child; 
Pleasant the friends and pastimes of your years, 
Fruitful of good Life's gentle charities; 

Firm-set, though false, its fears. 
Live~ye who must~such lives as live on these; 
Make golden stair-ways of your weakness; rise 
By daily sojourn with those phantasies 

To lovelier verities. 
So shall ye pass to clearer heights and find 
Easier ascents and lighter loads of sins, 
And larger will to burst the bonds of sense 

Entering the Path. 
(From Sir E. Arnold's" L'ight lJj Asi!?.'·j 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDE,NT. 

A New Movement in the East. 
Appeal of tl)e Natiollal jVIissiollary Society of India 

to the Indiall Cl)urches. 
'ON looking at the map of India an.d studying the latest 

Government census report, we found that about 
100,000,000 of our fellow-countrymen are still beyond the 
utmost reach of existing missionary agencies. . vVe, 
therefore, wrote letters to the principal missionary 
societies in England and America and asked them, if 
possible, to 'establish missionary centres in those far off 
provinces, or at least to help Indians themselves to spread 
the Gospel among those peoples. The replies were to 
the effect, that, owing to a shortage of both men and 
money, they cannot in the near future undertake any new 
missions. The burden was thus cast upon the shoulders 
of the Indian Church itself, and thus 100,000,000 Indians 
are now looking unto us and waiting to hear the Gospel 
from our lips if they are ever to hear it. 

We have over a million Protestant Christians in 
India who might meet the need if only they had a Society 
that could send them. ,Ve feel that the time has now 
come for a National Missionary Society of India con
clucted by Inclian leaders, supported by Indian funds, 
manned by Indian men, maintaining loyalty - to the 
churches and working in harmony with existing missions, 
but placing the responsibility upon our own people. 

We have received letters from all parts of India, all 
breathing sympathy and encouragement, and we are 
grateful to God for the support we have had from the 
mISSIonaries. 

This fuovement will be governed by a Council com
posed of Indian Christians from the various provinces 
of India and Ceylon, Each of the larger missions will 
also be asked to appoint one Indian member upon the 
Council. An Executive Committee, appointed by the 
Council, will meet frequently to transact the business of 
the Society. A quorum of the Executive will meet in 
Madras. Other members will be consulted by cor
respondence. An Advisory Board of experienced mis
sionaries will be appointed by the Executive Committee. 

It is a fact that our movement is a fruit of the fanner 
foreign missionary societies. We will, therefore, act in 
harmony with them, and do our best to build together 
the two race<:. 

Our aim is to open the dark provinces of India to 
the light of the Gospel and to lay upon the Indian Christ
ians the responsibility of carrying out the project. Thus 
we shall, on the one hand, open new mission stations, 
and on the other, develop the missionary spirit in the 
Indian Church. We long and hope to do our part in the 
development ofa new national consciousness. We desire 
to re-echo in every pla~e the obligation of Christians to 
Pray, Give, and Go. We would call upon every Christian 
to join with us as we "pray the Lord of the harvest to 
thrust forth labourers into His harvest." We urge all 
Christians to give not only to their own Church, but also 
for the evangelization of India as a whole. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. A NEW MOVEMENT IN THE EAST. 

Vve will gratefully receive voluntary contributions 
from individuals, churches, or communities, to administer 
as a trust for them. We will welcome every application 
from young men--students or others-who volunteer to 
enlist for the work. The work in this National Missionary 
Suciety will involve a great sacrifice, as it will call men 
to leave their homes and work in remote places. 

We have, in the past, been divided, isolated, and 
deficient in unity. But we hope that we shall to-day 
begin to act together, and work in mutual harmony. 

One of the problems that confront us is shortage of 
mell. But how many Christian students, are still unreach
eel by the appeal for missionary service! We have:been 
i nacti ve long enough.; we have criticised others long 
enough. India is ours, and we must save it! We have 
sufficient reason to believe that our Christian students 
will not turn their backs upon the perishing multitudes 
of their fellow-countrymen. The time has come for the 
young men of India to show whether they will live for 
God or mammon--for Christ or ielf-for silver or souls. 
The mute appeal of 100,000,003 perishing souls cries to 
us to go and help them. Their blood is upon us. Men 
are already considering the claim of this new mission. 
Several Government employes are prayerfully consider
ing relinquishing their posts to join the service which 
they know will involve a great sacrifice. 

Another problem that confronts us is that of mOllev. 
'Will our Christians give to support this work? Agai-n 
we say that we believe our people will rise to this call of 
God and will not disappoint the Saviour who bought 
them with His own blood. We asked an Indian Christ
ian What he would do if such a movement was started. 
"I will give," he said, "my son, who is a graduate of 
Cambridge, to go if he will, and I will support him under 
the Society." Another prominent teacher in a Govern
ment college said: "If this movement had been present
ed thirty years ago, I would have offered for service; it 
is now too late for me to go, but I will offer my son in 
my place, and, if he will go, I will support him." 

We look for three sources of income: in the first 
place, individual Christians of means who will themselves 
support single workers. In the second place, self-sup
pt5rting churches and wealthy communities. In the third 
place, even poorer churches will be able to contribute 
something toward this great work. One missionary, for 
example, said:·" I should be glad to have you take a 
collection for the Society, not only in my self-supporting 
pastorates, but I should be glad also if y<{u would take 
an annual collection even from my poorer chm'ches, 
which have not attain~d to self-support. You will not 
get large amounts, but if you can awaken in the people 
a new missionary enthusiasm, I will lose nothing in 
subsequentcollections, and the people will have gained 
niuch. Their gifts may be small, but their power of 
prayer will be great." Another senior missionary said 
he would be glad to see annual collections taken through
out the churches of h~ mission, numbering more than 
50,00D Christians. 
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Brethren, the hour has come tor a The 
Indian community and numbers of i .,ave 
promised us their SUl-1port. ChriSt r~ ..; c )m-
ma'nds: "Go ye;" "Pray y(';" "Gi v·,: :) (J He 
not pray that we might be one! Did He li us out 
of darkness into His marvellous ligllt? U ot give 
us all the talents we possess? de says; " . 0 ~ [ilto all 

~ . 
~WIJ ~.}J\ \..r" I~~ jl . ~"UI .:,.;,-...\.Q) ;; .,> ')il lr:1 

« IJ- l) "W\! i ~I L r~. e-:-11J • l:..i..J j~ .;:...;,.c J J.i ~.A.1t 
'-:! I.A>IJ 2.,(1 l:4--i If "'J-.. t Ji - « I~:'\ ]) - « IJw,1 » 

ta.~ Ir:~\.::l .~ )l1l:..4 ~I ~ ~I .') ~ JI 4ll:JI \..r" b:~ P , 
the worlcl-.into all India-a d l reac I t 03 .el to _ I 
every creature." "Lo, I am w~th you alwa ." 

FLI t"J • - ~ ~I - f)l\ c:~ 1).41;' J I~~\ )I:\! ~~l:.:..,. 
« i~)l1 f 

S'i~ ll.)\> 4.r IS~; 0::w1 d:; .!J,)I" ... J ~ ~ ja; I:'IJ 

yi. ;\9-1,..:. ,(; L ~)I I.!..U:' • J:> -)I I J I J J)I\ \..r" J~\! .. ".!.ill - ~ \ ; 

41.:.... )I 4.. Q:Q,. ~j, ~ 4~ J" .;:..)1 Y'" J )\.\c J: ... .J;..::.. 

~I ~.)lJ..I JI (;\::l~ ~"J 

~ t~~\jYI J\ )2; \:'I1JA~ ~I o~ u).u 
JI L,:. f ~i IS~ .!J.)\ JJ.. I ~; u ) .. ". 01 ~ )J.:;-YI J ... ;.;:: .. 

J~(~l~ 
e:-ll ~~. 0.4 JJ ~I ~..a.:J\ 

~I .:,.;\(~)I ;;.A>\J 4...;~ \~~ ~-~ J':.~ t tJ-~ 01 
~ . 

\:~ 01 lSI) ~.",. All J~ l{;'; 0\ .j0 ~ .ilJ r;clJ 

et41• )I J>I \~I:--J q) J~Al \"d~l" ~ fA.\1 ..\_~ 1"S.2.:~. l~4 ~ 
c.!.UjJJ • uJ.AlI ()JI "'6._1J. c.!..ll~" .~JI JI 0.) j ... ..: J.,,! )" ,,;)tel 

, . 
J" ~)I 0)k.YI Jr.; ll. J~-~\ ~"JI ~ j; YJ \ ~I.-- .. ~ j\ -s\) 

l;,-I,..:. U -s';;.V"'-: J jl .)l'_~ 4.~\ l_~...i ~\A~:l-, 0 r:.i 
....... t:' ;:# \ • sf' • # , • 

l. ,; l4.\~ br.._~ \..A:; l...l .. .2 . ../ ... . 
.. ~)tl J ul:U (-\l .. ::11 0.0 0:" Y o..l.t\ ol;, J e-:-.ll 04\ ..1.;_' 

~I ~l;> SIJI J e....J.\ t~ .:-9) JI.:.)~I.,J..\ L:....).l J.~ 

L~i ~ \,? }:> I ...: \ ~}"':, J oi:.o)t:l ..; JC~ ~> ~.))I J .i:.. 

L:~,J . « I:,j;:~ '~~~~J~:.4Ij;L~ » ")\-J tk~ 
1:'1 .lll )J~ :...-";, ~\1:)~. tl..lI J ... ~W ;;b ..:.. ... _.n ~, 
ISJ~ rr.1I .;:.. ~ ~I ')JJI.2:..;, 4.'-~\ L::'~ ')\S"J ;\..a> '-:! ..:..ki... 

I ;j&; 0-Y1 )a:.:l) . 4.'-Jf:'. -0:.7 J" r ... l:~1 ~ IJ~J ..;~ 

• ~:~ SI"I:.;" .;:::>YI .j~1 J .!J-J ... :Al ~jJ\ ,:",~.:yl J ~~~~\ 
I ..I.I>l.!. .. JI .;:...)IJI .!J.)I;"IJ ':.;::"" SIJI l:> r J.i jj::. c.!.U~.t 

~""\J ..:..;\S" ~li-, ~~,UI ~-l\ J l~.o.- ~ j l:.;--I <,,911 ~\ ..; r 
l:..o)\>. ~ 

.;:..W. ',.6i ~ \ '\9 I.A> -sJ.l\;y..a.t .:,.;\( ~~ jl ........ j.lI) 
';J, \ '1"" , 

;~...aAl\ ;J.lI J "':1 JJ.4I. )I j.A.J\ ~~J • ~I J.":': t ~)J J:.;"" 

• ~1.a ... \1 t.}:ll ~~'- _ 4. .. ~J\ ~ j;\, 

~r\J ,:?\(J ~;.....I ;;~ ~ ~y -,~A ;~ .;:..\~> ..:J.l-.ra;~ ~r: \A~\ ,;;\ \~G \"w\9 rC: u-lll ",w... j\ .))~.; \( 

! !~ ~f:.\ , .. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

ttl .. _ • 

~l:-- Y'" L., J" ~ ~ ~~~\ ......,~\ ;;-"'" t:' J .~I 0',1 d,,'1 r~'~ 

J- ~-~\ ~kL .iJ .)ICr.~- ~J ... ;L .. ,iJ .. :,,~~ oT..,... ~I,;~ 
Jt>_ t', ... ~ ~40K~ lri!.~.)~ ~lr ~~ 0;-:..)~ &J dl..,...)1\ 

~"'.:~kl\ r""~\ ":') ..;i Lf.)\ )I, • J')I il!i d.:5J, ;;If\'';\ ~ 
~ I.,:.T -:u~ "~:AY; -.>i) w; . c\,.. )II, dJI i"J." ~ &J 

. ~I 0'1 ..;~ \;~I, 
~ /, " . 

)\;,\ ~.).J, -:u~ ":""~. ,I": YO. lI:r"" ~~ ~ ~~ if )-\,a;, 
." s:. ~, 

-' .. ~ ~~ ",t-;J ')Jf"ll J.,. if ( "J.~?" i:?' ) « ~1.f ,,:,1..1> » J 
• - I . • • ..,I.;J,,,,,, \ I:?J.," 4.,)A .....4~ « U-~.)'.JI » .)1 JI e' . i~1 ~Wl . ~ , 

.iJ40:I:.)1 )~" J> ))1\ J'.>.>I 4.,)).". ~ k d,,"JA J' ,~~. 1";:;.!.4 
" ".-~ L... JAo:>', l. J~ l4J:. ~l..::, J.:..!.i <\I.) ~I ~4,t.i... ":";~J 

\J}..a; . ;; ..l,,\k\1 4.~~"JJI~.))I\ 4.~L..:.1 1 ~ 0' • ..:111 ~.JJI ~L. jj\ 

if:>lo~. 5-1 -:..; I.,.. J.! ~'" Ll I -:..; '(, . "fo~l .. _.k. .) J) J l~ .. ...... 
0' . ..:111 .)1))11, .y J> c:f -:..;!( ~I ~~)J ":~A"j.; .)u.1 c::--:-ll 

". . 
.»)1 ~I I~IJ d", ~lt.\ I:?,! J.! .)\(.)\ -.>~ d", .)~L. I';~ 

• f'" 1 :itA> r1. J.o. 
~\ 

I:?..:III if-a.\\ ~.J. l:> J:. ;}'!'I. 0'4 u.)LH (.l#)l1 C\) (JA 

..;\ ~.(" ~0'.o~lJ.I t~)I\ ~ yi ul~I.:J.:j,)I e-:..J.lo\?\ 

tJ~\ 0'4 );i -:....)~~\ ~i. • .:..;~ ~1I..;:;"lJ:-1 j. ~\ l..f,. -:...I~ 
~ J.o~ • .)1 ,,~."j.; ~i, ~)J ~:.(' ...... , Y:> 4.~;I L2-- ~~ . - .\ 
~..ul ;; j~1 "j". 1,\) W9 . :i._i ~)l1 ~_:rl .).?'~I )Jt40~U 

" ",. .. 
r~ ~\.o" j~ e.~-t' I,~;..~ • .)\ 1,.)\)1, ~ • ...ul 4.fl rr! -:"')6 

~. IJ~ )I, -I._::..;,T ~y'A I~J.,. t r~1 ~i) ~I 0j> ..;\! Y'" L.i . . 

j- r~;I1.. ,)1 ~I -:u..:llJ . 4:.;....- p"i:- L:llc ~'.) -:..;" ~~IC 0''1 
J' ~JJ Jtll iJ:!\ J .)\c ~: \.)';=.0 rtb...., J 0'.0 J~\!~:-",," 
i~_i, W". if J~ ;;~~?" ;;'~A> J' ~IJ j,:tWI/J....,li. 

~ Jb:U ~~, -I.:~ .it~; . ;_('1 ~ra::.; ":-,.0 JI r1. )l;,I, ~I 

tJ~ ~\! o.I)J J._~ \J.!J:. ~J "'Jr OJ.~W 4.,)" 0' . ..;:;:5:J10\ 

;)'1 .y .) ~I ~L j) J.,.J._; .>.:;.\' J.9 J \~, .) JS:~>~ ~ \~IJ 
~;(JA 

J-)I uai-

~y.I:J#-1 )1 ~ 4.k~ ~U ~t..; (\) lJ> J ~j if .,..J..~". 
~ ~ ~I (,,) -:...\.,..-.11 -:...fl. 1,)'" 2t..:l~ ~..r-J- ~\ 

t).>.:\~ All JJA..l ~ J.!J '~~J ~1, ~. 

u .,5Jt\ ~l.uH ( ,) 

i c: LJIJ u.)LIIJ I,)"'At?1 -:...b.l#)I\ J f.ll..:J1 "L" .:...A..d 

I I J ]a:: .) I 0 ~ "j.; e.-:-t I .!,..~ lr9, . -.$.0 ;; J l!.!. 0'.0 ~ ~ til J 

"--~ I~~, .)IJ • -I.:A '7'1;;)11 *4.,)~ )I ~':I ':'~ ":' ~~\ JI 

01 r1. £"1 C!, . ~.)I)':I .,?I "'\c y4> \J".:a~ jA ;)'1 ~I' 
i ("\)J<\II:.J 4,&;' J' ~l.~ rt\"f. 01 J,lI:, r;':Ijr1. ..lA;... ,,:,-':11 

JJ-=--: tbJ ~WI J ~I I"";:;~~J .;»\ ~"J .)U,:/I I,)"'il.: ~~ 
I ..;:;_?I ~ ~? ; )'.1"::' \",\), ~:>;,,-.JI § J~ I:?..:III )-IJ ~WI' 
~ u-A,'~» ~1i.kA; <\.-.;.:\ ~"'. I:?..:III ",~I~I~! J! 1.;, r:.ll,. 

! ~l4I1S)l\ J'J.ol:lI ~~r.-:~ ~..:II\ PIJ ((tl;~ -:...\~ 

'fl \~ I;r':;\ ~~ ~,l:J\ ~ ~\ ~:'~HJ c. J5;}' 
- - .-" ::::r: • ~ 

~ ~ ~~ 1$..:111 .joWl .)('~J « ('1; l,a,H I 

~I ( ~l\ I:?' ) ~, 0~\! fu.>... lb.-~ ..::JI if r}t..:ll .la_I, ~, 
~, ~.l( ~., t:~l\ -p,.-AJI, ~I ~I J JJ,,:.:. J:>.b 

~u-~J l.4!,1 ~I )~I 4.,).0 ",4 ..k.a; ",\.:ill )\(jl 0" ~ ~.l4J1 
" "'~ Jl:lI v-Y_J l.4!,1 ~;IJ~I .:..o\)"..a:ll ~ ~ .k,A; J-A\I L'j~ 

~~ i l-J. ':II ~J.r-, J..l:l' J ~ I t..i-J . • l.1:..(')lIJ • rJI J ~ ~ 
c.)~1 0'.0 rt-~I .)Jk. 0' • ..:111 0'!\)~ -I.~.!.iJl 0" ~.J • ul:lt 

)~ .)JJ"l~ 0' • ..:IIIJ ~=:k;'1 01).)~ .)J~bJ.A J>IJJ\ 0.0 \"'J 

J.! r-; ~I 4.,)" ;5"\ ul:J1.)J-:t->1 ..... \ ..1("1" ~l.J\ ~-'.oIJ~~ 
4.,)A ;.S"'I rt-~'I.)J-:I: .ll, ~..l:>.T .)'..r~ ~~J t'l:'.) 0~.J. 

i:? J.,. ':I 1 !I ')\1. \ r17~:; .;» \ 
I ~ '-:~ "uU1 ~ f lr, """I .~I ~.) ':II e.-:-ll f.)l,.;' ..:..;~,£ 

l:..) l.ll l.:a...1 0'? It-' )J.,' 0\ ":""f. jl Sl1\ "'" ~JIo, JJ ':II o..J.1 
• J- • 

~ ~} » J ~ ~\J.j,~>t::-l\ ~~-Ill )f'..I 0.0 ,,:,\;-;\'~ 

j;~j ~;G ~;~j '~~jJ ~\~~~\ }~5::'j::1; 
w _w J,.) _,..' 0 

« u\, .J~_l \ 5:_1~; j \ 
~ "- i 

~~\~:r JJ ~\ J~ 
c • 0JY.. \.:a~\ ,'" \i~.)\ '\1.-') e-:-tI JU ~ J.\ ~,"LlI -:";\J 

":"""~ 0.0 JI ~ "'~Ii <\I u ..Ib~ ,,:,1 ~~ jA \~ ..r"J . "'J::"Y.. ~I i JJ"_ 0'c. ~ ~..J.\ .)':1 ~:lr .::.~~ ~l..:JI "j,,, 01 tGl.L ~J~ 
!IJ -I:?..:III '-;"'jl ~.)Lill ~;llc:-:-li..;, Crall i~l~ ~b "",..t\$ 

u ~\ duJ..\ -:tt' .)J~ r:r; J~ 4.~ -I.-~' ~~ .l-J~ 
0" rl.L; r~lt. 1 0'~A I ~A>. dol """! J ({ ;~,l.. 1 .::...~!I~ J ":' )~ 

c ; I ~ I 0: I c:-:-tI Y'" -:..; I "Ytli J' ~ ~ l:--~ . ..; J.:t... 

~I ~ J J ':II ~I 6i'1.,;.. ~~ 0\(, 
,~, 

. (' '" .)~5': it' .J.J .)L;)1\ 0:' W; b ..;\ )\,:' . ~ ~J~l.!.!. Ii\( 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. CHRIST OR BUDDHA tN THE EA.ST-II. 

Christ or Buddha in the East. 
(Part II.) 

It is full of interest to follow out a comparison be
tween Christ and' Buddha (which we commenced last 
week) both in the lives, death, and teaching of both. 
The essential difference betlween them in their lives and 
·death was this, that Buddha treated of existence as 
a curse which must be evaded; while Christ's" great re
nunciation" of heavenly honour and glory was made to 
show us that life was intended to be full of blessing, and 
that that blessedness may be eternal. He did not turn 
away from the sorrow of human life. He treated them 
as abnormal, not inevitable. "He bore our griefs, He 
carried owr sorrows." He thus ennobled Efe--even a 
life of suffering-by showing the world how to bear pain 
and suffering aright. But Christ did more than this, for 
He was willing voluntarily to lay down His life by a death 
-Df shame and awful suffering, in order to show the world 
how to die, and to take away from man the fear of death. 
Buddha persisted unto death in his belief that the final 
dissolution of his body closed for ever the career of 
individualit.y for himself, and opened up the way in 
which his followers might reach a similar consummation. 
Christ laid down His life that He might take it again, 
-and convince mankind that death was not the end, but 
rather the beginning of an endless life, not only for Him
self but for all who wait for His appearing. 

When we make a comparison between the doctrines 
-Df Buddha and those of Jesus Christ, we Ilotice that the 
Hebrews had been prepared by the teaching-lof the 
Hebrew rirophets for the message of Christ. Their idea 
-of God contained first and foremost a noble conception 
·of His holiness and justice--thoughts so confused in 
India by the universal idea that God was co-extensive 
with the universe, including sinful man. To this was 
added the idea of His character as personal, though trans
cendent. and His intimate concern for mankind. All 
this prepared the way for Christ's revelation of God as 
Spirit and truth, as transcendent and yet immanent, as 
One and yet Triune. 

So, too, the Hebrew idea of the so1l1 was not confused, 
as in Egyptian and Indian thought, with theories" about 
transmigration. The Tourat taught the value of each 
human soul, though not, in clear terms, its final destina
tion. It prepared the way for a true and fuller concep
tion of human personality. rl1ade possible by the fact of 
Christ as a living example of perfect human being. And 
·the Tonrat not only taught the individual relation of man 
to God, but the prophets raised the hopes of every 
Israelite, to expect a golden age in the future, and to 
work for the promised day, when the Messiah should 
-come and reign in righteousness. They set before the 
people "llational righteollsness" as a practical ideal, 
and so prepared the way also for Christ's teaching about 
the brotherhood of man, and man's duty towards his 
:neighbour. 

Buddha's noble eightfold path, which we read about 
in our last number, gives the practical side to the religion 
which he taught. He held, however, that there were ten 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

fetters which every Olie had to break who entered upon 
this· path. The first is Se(f-deillsioll. By;this he referred 
to exaggerated notions about individuality. It was 
necessary, he felt, for everyone to recognize at the outset 
what we, in the West, call the doctrine of heredity: that 
is, the tendencies of everyone to reproduce (with only 
slight variations) the characteristics of their parents and 
ancestors. The secondfetterisDollbt. Doubt in the authori
tyof the Teacher, the Order, tl1e system of Training, and 
the doctrine of Karma {or Buddhist teaching about Fate}. 
The third is the fetter of tite Effic({CT of good works alld 
ceremonies. Buddha taHght that no man can enter on his 
system of ethical training, until he has cleared away all 
sham props and supports upon which he:;has been lean
ing. His teaching, like that of all real reformers, madea 
clear distinction between true morality and the 'popular 
morality which consists in the perfornnnce of outward 
duties. 

To have broken these three fetters constitutes what 
the Buddhists call conversion. Such a man is called the 
SlJtapmlllO, or he who has entered upon the stream. And 
all this is very interesting when compared with Christian 
teaching. Christ would have liS learn that we are all 
prone to evil, to think evil t~lOughts and do evil deeds 
and speak evil words, We must accept that we are 
fallen men 'and women. More than this, we have to learn 
that" in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no (absolutely) 
good thing," and so we cannot save ourselves either by 
good intentions, or good works. Salvation, in fact, is 
not to be won by doing, but by receiving with open hand 
from salvation's author and sonrce. Christ is "the author 
dnd finisher of our faith." "He is the Captain of our 
sal vation." Weare saved by faith in Him as our Teacher, 
Guide, Example, and Saviour from sin. He died unto 
sin that we might live unto God. And everyone who 
accepts the death of Christ as voluntary sacrifice for the 
~ins of the world is made free from sin. 

Buddha's 'way of sa{vatioll is intended to give present 
deli verance from suffering and the burden of existence. 
Christ's way of salvation frees the conscience of ever} 
belie\'er from the fear of death, and delivers the soul and 
body from being enslaved to anclgiving way to tempta
tions of the world, the flesh, and the devil. And in the 
future the Christian knows that his ransomed soul will 
soon be freed from the presence of sin, while the Bud
dhist can only hope to be thus freed by losing his soul, 
his personality, his identity, in the other world. 

And the two views as to what sill is are radically 
different. Buddha, like the Hindus around him, looked 
upon sin as always due first of all to ignorance. Christ 
traces sin back to wilful human choice. The Gospel 
admits the existence of various standards whereby men 
will be judged, but they will be judged according to the 
light which they possess. 
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" The Message Bearers." 

SPEED Thy servants, Saviour, speedcthem; 

Thou art Lord of winds "1nd waves; 
They were bound, but Thou hast freed them, 

Now they go to free the slaves; 
Be Thou with them; 

'Tis Thine arm alone that saves. 

Friends and home and aU forsaking, 
Lord, they go at Thy command, 

As their stay Thy promise taking, 

While they traverse sea and land ; 
o be with them: 

Lead them safely by the hand. 

When they reach the land of strangers, 
And the prospect dark appears, 

Nothing seen but toils and dangers, 
Nothing felt but doubts and fears, 

Be Thou with them; 
Hear their sighs and count their tears. 

Where no fruit appears to cheer them, 
And they seem to toil in vain, 

Then in mercy, Lord, draw near them, 
Thi!n their sinking hopes sustain; 

Thus supported, 

Let their zeal revive again. 

In the midst of opposition, 
Let them trust, 0 Lord, in Thee; 

When success attends their mission, 
Let Thy servants humbler be; 

Never leave them, 

Till Thy face in heaven they see. 
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The Bible in Japan. 
D DRING the J apallese war with Russia the Christians 

in Japan felt that it was an admirable opportunity 
for giving the Japanese soldiers and sailors a copy of 
the Injeel in Japanese to take with them to the front, as 
a source of comfort to them while spending many a 
lonely hour on the sea or in camp. So they secured 
leave from the railway officials at the leading military 
stations and also from the admirals of the men of war 
to distribute to both soldiers and sailors. At Osaka. 
everyone from the stationmaster downwards vied with 
one another to give facilities for this work. And a free 
pass was given on to the platform of all engaged in this 
task. Some of the Japanese officers even assisted in 
distributing books and tracts to privates belonging to 
their companies. 

The picture before us shows the Japanese national flag 
arranged behind some cases containing Japanese Bibles 
when about to be sent to the war. We have heard much 
also about the self-sacrifice of Japanese wives and 
sisters, so as to help to send their husbands and brothers 
to the front. The scene before us shows some Japanese 
girls in school energetically engaged in packing comforts 
for the soldiers. The scene was taken by photograph 
from real life. 
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ORIENT AND QCCIDENT. 

- - - THE 

Cairo Religious Discussion Society. 
(Minutes of A Possible Society.) 

The Inspiration of (be Tourat (0. T.) (Continued). 

Kohen (colltilluing)-Now let us classify the contents 
of this TouriH, which, as we have seen, is really a col
lection of Sacred Books. 

Our older Rabbis used a three-fold classification. 
{I) The Law (the five Books of Moses); (2) the Prophets 
{including the Historical Books, as having been the work 
of Prophets); and (3) the Sacred Literature (' Haggadah' 
-including the Psalms, or Zaboor, and other books of 
sacred poetry, or proverbial sayings, etc.) 

They predicated Inspiration of all of these various 
Books; and, as we have seen in the case of Philo, the 
Inspiration which they predicated was of a very high 
order. At the same time they were clear that the Toura.t 
{by which they meant the entire content of God's revela
tion to man), was created. But many of them held that 
it preceded all other created things, which latter thus 
existed ideally before they were created really. Weare 

_ thus reminded of the interesting discussions which 
Moslems have often held as to the createdness or lin-

· created ness of the Koran. 
As to the Inspiration by which this Toura.t was 

,'conveyed to men, all were agreed that Inspiration carne 
Jrolll God, and that it was conveyed to inspired Perso{1s, 
'and resulted in inspired Books. But considerable latitude 
of belief was permissible as regards the 1Il0de..s by which 
it came. Philo, for example, distinguishes three modes: 
{r) where a prophet acts as the interpreter of God, in 

· which case there is complete identification between God 
. and man; (2) when~ not only does God address the 
inspired person, but the latter addresses God also; (3) 

· wl).er~ the i.nspired one speaks in his own person, though 
still influenced by the Divine Spirit. Philo also concei~es 

;'of the Word (Thought) of God as the Mediator of In
spiration, just as other Rabbis grouped every medium of 
Ii1spiration spoken of in the Tourit (Angel, Spirit, Voice, 
de,) under the general title of jvlemra, Or Word of 
Jehovah. -

-- Thus according to these old Rabbis, all the Scrip-
tures were equally inspired, though they recognised a 
-certain difference of III ode, and allowed that one mode 
w'as more exalted, or more intimate than another. One 

-of the old Targums, for examplel compared some of God's 
utterances to the utterances of an awful King who in- , 
striTcts his messenger outside the Palace, standing at a 
distance from him; while others are to be compared to 
the utterances of the same King sitting within the Palace, 
•. as a father would speak to one of his children, placihg 
him upon his lap, and laying a hapd upon his head "--
a beautiful thought -

All of them, we may conclude by saying, believed in 
the equal inspiratiO!l of every wor~r and letter, as such: 
andthis led to a reverence for the letter of the Law, 
which ha:; very often, I fear, meant a blindness to its 

· spirit. From which we may infer that those old theories 
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of inspiration need not be accepted as themselves in
spired. And in fact I am not aware that they are 
authoritatively binding on any Jew, or whoever else 
accepts this Tourat. 

I would, therefore, beg leave to examine the question 
anew. I gladly accept the belief of my forefathers that 
God is the source of the Inspiration of all the Books, 
and that all are His word. But I think it wise to frankly 
recognise distinctions between mode and mode of In
spiration. And, for my part, I do not feel prepared to 
accept any theory which forces me to believe that every 
word of these Sacred Scriptures is equally inspired: (I) 
because that is a doctrine of man, not explicitly taught by 
God; (2) because it leads to the worship of the letter 
rather than concern for the spirit; (3) because it places 
divine inspiration at the mercy of the accidents involved 
in the human processes of copying, processes which 
depend on infallible memory or on infallible accuracy; 
and I am con'. inced that there is not a book in the world, 
no, not the Koran itself, which can prove that it has been 
from the first transcribed with such infallible accuracy. 
It is dangerous to make God's truth hang upon so. pre
carious a theory as this. I am convinced, however, that 
the substance and entire meaning of the Book has come 
down to us providentially from God. 

Following out, then, the hint afforded in Philo's 
threefold division, I see in the Tourat (I) books wherein 
Goel is mainly the Speaker to man; (2) others where 
man is the speaker to God; (3) others (such as the 
historical books) where man merely speaks about God, 
His people, and His world. 

If now we interrogate these Books themselves, thus 
classified, as to how they describe the process of inspira
tion, we find at once that different ways are described, 
and that in some cases the mode is not described at all. 
For example, in the first case (where God Himself speaks 
to a prophet), the most remarkable instance is the case 
of Moses, with whom God spoke" face to face as a man 
speaketh with his friend." This instance is described 
by the Bible itself as unique, but there are other instances 
not very dissimilar to it, as for example, when God 
spoke with Elijah by what is described as a "still small 
voice." Other prophets had visions, as Isaiah and Ezekiel, 
others like Balaam were inspired during a trance, and on 
one occasion, Abraham. Others saw and heard Divine 
things in dreams, during which they received a Divine 
word. But these very same men were not, it would 
seem, dependr!llt on such periods; and, in fact, we are in the 
large majority of cases left in ignorance of the prophet's 
subjective condition when" the word of the Lord came 
to him," or when "God spake to him, saying." We 
must not forget to mention a large class of instances 
where an angel or the angel of the Lord is said to have 
appeared to a man and communicated to him God's 
message; as in the case of Jacob, Gideon, Manoah, 
Zechariah, etc. In other cases it is simply,said that" the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon" so-and-so. 

Thus we see that even in this first class, there is no 
absolute rule. All we see is a direct and special com
munication made from God to man, surpassing the 
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ordinary working of God's Spirit with man, anel making 
him the vehicle of a divine message. The mode we have' 
syen to 'be manifold; God lIever obliterates tlIe indi'l'iduality 
of the Prophet.: which is proved by the fact that the 
different writings show different characteristics of style, 
e.g'., Isaiah's language and style is peculiar to him; it is 
his, despite the fact that God is speaking through him. 

We thus see that it is more direct and accnrate to 
say that God inspired lIlen; these men, under the stress 

. of that divineinfluence spoke or wrote prophecies, usually, 
however, preserving their consciousness, their reasoning 
power, and their separate individuality; and their words 
were afterwards gathered into books: so that, in a 
secondary sense, we then say that God inspired the 
/Jool?s. But the phrase must never be used loosely. It 
n}l1st be laid down clearly at once that if we try exactly 
to sq'uare the mode of Tourat inspiration with that claim
ed for the Koran, we shall get into confusion. And why 
should we thus try? 

Not all that passed between God and these inspired 
men was gathered into books. It is quite unnecessary 
to try to prove such a thing, even if we could-which 
we cannot. SujJiciCizt was gathered. And this doctrine 
of ecollomy in revelation, if reflected upon, helps greatly 
to clear up our minds on the subject. 

When we come to the second division, that in which 
mall speaks to God, we find that here also very little is said 
about the mode of Inspiration. It is evident to the reader 
that the saint who is speaking (as David in some of his 
psalms for example) is under the influence of religious 
emotion, or in other words, of the Holy Spirit of God, 
and that it is this divine element which gives his prayers 
or praises their eternal value. It is quite clear that here we 
have a mode different, though just as real as the other. 
And the proof is the experience of millions who have 
found, for example, in David's outpourings of heart to 
God a message as divine, a revelation as positive, as in 
God's messages to David. In other words, we see here 
once more the Spirit of God working on the human 
spirit; and the result of the partnership is, Revealed 
Truth. 

Coming to the third class, where the sacred writer 
wrote compositiolls of varied charactcr about God (e.g" the 
Book of Job) or the history of His dealings with men 
(the Historical Books), or the relations of godly men 
with each other (the Proverbs and similar Books), we 
are again left, by examination of their contents, to infer 
the mode of Inspiration. ~-\.n d here our ans wer is, that 
the Spirit. whose modes of working are infinite, guided 
the writers of these works in a special way and enabled 
them to write things for our edification, without which, 
we should know little about God's dealings with the 
human race. But the Tourat gives us a connected account 
of those dealings, and thus guides to a knowledge of 
who and what God really is, and how in history we may 
see His workings. We see in it, in fact, the mirror of 
God's dealings with men; the qualities that make a man 
acceptable with God and those that forfeit man His 
favour; we see clearly the beauty of Holiness and the 
ugliness of evil, and the superiority of that to this whether 
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rewardee! in this worle! or not, whether with or without 
the hope of immortality. Are we not right, then, in as
serting th~ Inspiration of this Book as a whole? from 
whom else could it have come except from God? You 
have only to compare it with the religious records of 
Babylonia and Assyria, yes, and those of Egypt itself, so. 
highly praised the other day by Dr. Sayce in the meeting' 
at Bab-el-Luk, to see the immense superiority of the 
Tourat, its sublimity, its freedom from superstition. Now, 
my ancestors were not in themselves superior to other-' 
nations. Heathen they were in origin, and heathen were 
their natural selves all along. It was the Spirit of God, 
who, working successively in their generations, raisecl 
up prophets and other holy men, whose writings or the 
records of whose lives form this Book, and reveal God 
to man. The Jewish race was the chosen means of com
munication between God and man, the chosen channel 
of His self-revelation: the record of that race must, 
therefore, in virtue of its very subject if nothing else, be 
inspired: the Tourat is the record of that race, therefore, 
the Tourat is inspired. 

And lastly, we are thus led to perceive one other 
application of the Law of Divine Economy, and yet 
another mode of Il'spiration--that of the Selection of tlw 
Boo"s. Enough were selected by the Divine Providence
for these purposes of Revelation; and He inspired the 
Jewish leaders in every age to preserve, collect, and ar
range such-and· such books, so that we may say that the 
Book in its final form (when it was taken over by the 
Christians),. was - in the form that was willed by God. 
The Spirit of God was not only the Author, but the
Editor of the Book. 

Gentlemen, the method which I have applied to this. 
Sacred Book is a safe method; it is the only safe method; 
by which we accept the facts, the data, and form our 
conclusions from what those data tell us: it is the 
method of science, llsee! with success in all branches of 
thought to-day, the method which delivers us from the 
errors clue to prejudice or unreasoning acquiescence in 
theories which assume what they want to prove. I ask 
you to criticise my views by this method, and not by 
your own prepossessions; and I ask you to examine 
yom own Books by this theory; it will be better -for· 
yourselves and more profitable to us all. 

~I ~~j ,)I.4~j,\ J ~( .j-,:::>:::..J.\~L\ w; . ~ T)\A..,\ ... 

.. • "I \ r ~ I . L~~! l",) J~ ..J: .1..Q.; }i ... ~ .;:W......a;" 0).,- ~ ~ tJr-
~ 

j"""; lr: ~\ J)",l\ (..-1 .", l;"~· -.9l\ ~.JkJl 0 \ _ .;.)Llilr:, \ 

~..allt.l::.ll e:::i.....; l;"J J:: ... U:II 0.0 ~I (.\:~ ~ C:::~ J jil4J..t. 

~J\ < l'.J ... I ;.. ~iz...·J if-.J\ tJ) f J c:.~-: ~ ;,;,./ ..,~ . 
.,i d.,.J) jJ.>J, ~\2.11 J .)l~1 0~ JI .J-J;"" 0~ 4.-;; .k.A_i ~. 

JI) 'J.Ai:::.j'AI-:--x11 l·t J.I.) .... lJ..-\ J-:;Ai. J~0 .. ~11 .\) \II ~ 
«J: \~-'?- j\~ J le:?" -,:. rC;-:'('\ J.4::o.:.a,-0 \ J .;) §~'ii\ ~~ . .Jkll ":""-~ __ 

,~~ 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORr~.:;r.!:' .::l..ND OCCIDENT. fr~\ ~U\ .. 

~ t. () '1 . \:.;J \"f= l~>- ..11 ~ J..i .Ai j "':"":LJ1 J ..:J.i.., ~.) () \ J 

,kai .:,.-~ .;> T J' J'~ :r J J:?-- J I J::>- jA • L:. .. lI..1b 6... t,; \ 

.)1) ~..\II Y'> ':''1 ..11~ ~\c ()\( ':'1 J'- La..1 ~ ..:"l.. ";IJ ~I.". Yo ' 

I;\( 0' . ..\1\ ~ t.)J - ·l..uY\ \"y. ~I - Jl:l\ ~ r.ll JJ 
~k-, ':";~J (,,'\ - ". : '" l:::--y') • l.."jj \ ")\} t.)J ~ ""-,> 
if. \.:.J;; ( '(v : '" \.:::--~ .1ki \ )~ J --.A.>.~ ..:"L,. J..; \,,'1'1\ 

- ~~\\" ~ ~LJ\:II \" r.\\ ~l~-'-.5:a; ~ .) JA.:A 0~ J\ J';"\J 01 1.iJ. ~ J ~ --.A..) ~.l":" .:..~li . tW\ 0~ 4.:~ 4.-~; i~. 01 
- . 

.w) Y'> l.. I J ~_ ~;. .;:> I J~ ) .w- "':""t4!, () I ).Ai ~ .; -'AI L:.~ t ~ I 
J ~ .:;jJJ ~ ~ 4~ • .;~ 

I' r~ .. l~IJ r~~. ~ o~)\~ ;; .;?-L:. .. .l("~.J ~tI .)\C r 
)W ('"tAlJ..:> J t lA;'1\J :i...J..:>r.~ ~JJ..; t~\; if-~I r~ ~AJ..>. 

J ":".))J ~ 4.-~1 r.J' ~i_IbJ."';" t \., .. ;y' ~..\l\ J-l\ rr.· ()~ 

.; .,> 1~;~ ~1" ttk!, :r f lr. -'~ $-1 • ~ ) li\l I."..).r..i J:f' '1\ 

'(~ '1t" f::b"\ Il Jt9 ~..\I\ ~tI t,....~ ..... )J ~J..:-, 4.AJ..>. ~ 
• « t.a~1 ('\ (),~ f ~I -:... .. :'" 

,__ _ ;; ~ r> _,. 0 .J ..., .- , ,. _ \II ~ 

~L.~ ~\ d\~ ~j _~\ ~_J:i tr~ l.1 
.- It -../<:1.1.- ~' .. ~ _\ 0 0 

:.(i ~O) I u ~ I J \ IrA! \ l.i~ ~ .... -1;iJ w-J, .. :;; 
.. • .. to ~ u-'" . .- ..... .- -\ /' ~ . 

... /_0"·.1 _ .,-;J/ ~ ___ 0.1 ~.J t....-~ __ .... ~ 

'0t ·~FJ I J1 \~ \ )\.J \ ~ 0~~ \o.:~l> ~ \ 
~C.:._ \~; ~ J ~();;~\ ~~'i :{;j tG:"11 :,t(' 

/ . ~ 

_o~~,.>/,~ ,}_ Jo-oJJ_,.'i- ,.._, oJ 

~~I ~ I ~\~ ~J U-~ . <\~~ ~ \ ~:}"'"/f~ I 
JlJ t:i ~J\ .j~ ~ J~~\J ~.~ Jl ~J :;(=-2) ~ 
;:::;-- - -- ~ ""- .." -....... - _. , .- - .- \.# 

~~ ~ Ij '''-! I{ CJ ~\.!..J I _u~ -,li . ':?~~ ~ I 
I _ ~ ,/' .# _ , -- _ fI'i-

~~ I~~ IJ ~.~ ~ ~z\.. ~~ .r{ . \t: )j Ij 

. ~. I)]. ~;r u.r\ ~"il~\, \~~--~J j.-A;\:JI ~) .:"./ .. _......- . .. /~ . 
." ~ ._,,- __ (I } .- _,/ 

J..:.1 ::..; \ :(-~ :!j \) -:u J t.i! ~ ,)~. ~ c.:..- J 1l~ '\ - - - - -
/' - ~o.P ~ --..... -- -- __ J / .- ~ -

\ .. ~ ')1 I ~'; \ ~lA) ::::_1 -:u j\;j ~ ~\~ I . J~ : 
. ~~~. ~ Jr; . ~~. s~ 't;;~ d~j 2~\ 01 

~~ ~ - ,. c V 0 ,.} _ ,__ r: - ;: -- - .' 

~i \ ')1 ~J ~l t.r~ ~~ \.\~ I ~~:~;)~) 

~;_~ ~~. ~r.:-. '~ jf; . ~ ;.. ~ ~ 
- ...... . - ~-
_ ';. :;::;:1. 0_ - --

~ j~ \- - .r i: \.,;d} I "\. kt; .r b.. - "\ 
• I..S" )J i.f.. ~..r. ..:; .) ~ ... - .. ..... 

• "" __ i1:i ,..}_ _ ,_ ,/ __ • J __ • • j.'~_ 

J-i Jl ~ ~ ~l> 4.l:;~ J ... Ai \ ~ i.f~1 I . tr~ 

-~ 0~jj ~J~\b 'f\J .1S-~~\b ~ J. ;;6;: 

«.)\J....:...,'11 J.:9-?..\l' ('.,~\» ~~I'!'\\~ if')J· J"l:lIJ ;)\~\ J 
\J\:l\ ~ r.!I J .j J):.I e:...\l ~.; ~; j f ..:,,~\ I"-'~\ -:.U~ J ..... '1 

-:...~\ 4J:I J 4.~IJ ( ~L. ~l:J\ ~l_J\ J ;.J:-\ ~ y. ~\ ) 

~~~A'y\;',jAl ~I ~I J..,) ))..ill ~~\ \~ J''''-"' j9 

~~'y\;'~. c: lr:1I ,,:,"I'>~ (6.J:-I 4J:l) .u.\ JJ . ~ ~j \-\~ 
(J" ()J).Ai ~~\J lr.J\ j\::=--~ ~:.:J..tl ",:"",l; J ~:lc- ~;..fll ..!,I},- ':";\(J 

() J:.;,jl J~=-

~ a J .:,. .. 9J ~J\ ~jJ\ ":'.)I.,J-I ~~ ()\ :r jfl f'-' 
~tll ~ J J \Ib )~ :r ;Y'~ l:l ~ 01 0" ~\ Jl~\J 
,,:,"~ • .J-~ ) • .)1 ~,-?}iU e~1 t~ .>.~ ~I j"'. ()I ~ .k.ai 

l"A d)'1\ ;\~\ ~)~~ ~.d}-\ ~.lU 

~;) t; -:')\ .. ~; ()~ ~ .;;JI ..:.,L\;' J .. -":::4)\::'; r.-:::-il e::-- \ ~ \ J 

~. e.aAl1 Ii.,. fT ()\ .:..:;;,\ 0 -'~;. II .. '>':::--)\:1 Jw ~:>- J 

~ ~~\ dl;' ~'1 ~~:r \~~ ~ .. )\:l\ ",W J • « tl~\ ()\ IJ} 

.j J.;~ Ijl ~\ J:f'11 .1<) i.. ~ .!,\\..\l J ~.)t .. 11 e~Al\.f i ~~ c:.f~ . ~ . 
r. ,-;".)L_ ()\ ij" ..:.u..\lJ ::;"""":-' t.. r. ()~ tr~ l..\ . oy:~ JI 

r~?} , 
0" ~ /.:..) \ j-J \~> ~ i. i~. ~j\ ~~ J 0" 4.J->" \ (~J 

, ()1J.._1\ l:>-Y.,o\r ... ,j\ tJ...)\; . .jJ):-1 0" GoYJ 4....)J .. ~-?-

I" 

« tl"l\ ~tb> c! y. ~..\II ~I J.i"- » 

• 
.)<..~J'('. ,A;. ~t;, J\; '1':";\(~WI JIG'll 0~ ~)tl\ l..\ 

.JIA 0" J 0 .;?-l.:... ~ . .:,.:~>- oJ..f\ll J.,>- \.,_\~ I JOt;.- \~\ r~\ 

~;U\ J?-) c.J....;.1 ('/1>..\:>-\ JjlA." tJ ( "to : ~"{ \i J 'rr.,; rl.a...}1\ 

l..i . .J.I .!,\\~ JI ~~ ()\ 0" ~;I 4.-~ 0\=~ ()\( ~A 'i6 () '1 

.:,.; J ()b-J T .;~A .L:...lIJk9 .:..C <l:.s:J J ¥ -.!.\l~ 1;.>-'1 ..... \9 tJ-~ 

IJ .>._>>> "')A~t9 ?\b"\J ~ .}:-J \~:>- i>~ ~41I);.1 ;).)\ 

J..,,! J . '-? J<)..\I \~ 1 J": ... \ f~ '1 .) ,Sll ~ J..-:;- .,1'> \~ \ ~ 

I-'T~",I i,/'J... ,..\,.~\ -4-11 r.J' V-\S::11 ~.>.". II J\;J V-Kl1 JJt.:' .l.!...l\ 

«~)..\I (.r-lfhA 
k yb 4._a,' LA:"" .:.~ I"~J\ l..it: Jf' ...,:\ J ..1;. ..:.u:, ~ Jti 
~J~?- J.. .. ! ")\~ .; JAI IJ.;<)'>':'.()I "':""f. r~\J t:::*:-I 0"' \.)l;:>IJ 

fJ()J:~ll JI). '1l..l~J~:.:::_.tI-\,~; ()(\iIA!J?-'~JI.:I\ 4!-;! 

.:,.~. J\ ~1'>\~Jl ..\:>-1 y.J .1 .... 1 .,IbJ ~I c.!.W i:.. 4l'~. p.ll 

~\ J .rS' ~~\ ~I t-'~ .I_?- ()~ .:;:_ .. L • .1I t:..:1.,:>-'1 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

J. _ 

.L:.. I)~. rJ.Jf) ~\~9 ~~~ ';:';Y:.;'~ dL:.).)~ ~~.= JI 

~ r) .~~')I\) 4..... • .1':.11 'Y'a lf~\) 15'>" <\I J~) (,)" .. .!.I( <L~ J 
• 

. ~l.JI lr: !J'p:'" JI ~~.).aJI J ~ \ t)~ >11 if~' J ... _ .... ~L.~ 
<\I'~ l ~ ( oC.;,.) > ....... \' Y.. J .:.,~> ~) • l--J I 0.0 .;:.; >"" .:.,~:>- (

l:l. \)(.5" >.0 cf;"\) . <\I ~,,11 ')1\, ~I .l .. _ ')I~ \ J..T) ':" ~I '&1 0'.1 ". . 'YI I~>I 1).1. ~ rr:,,1 \J";) L.,I.; J\j ~\ J\ ).,:)1 JfLa:; d~ ~~ 
• e-:-tI rt:l~ .)\c\ ,-,I.~~\ 0.0 ~tj~ t ~ Jb..U). ~~-» tJ-~ 

... :.ci J ~~l: •• \.--...II J 1 e.1. 0 \ 0~ ~'6 ..lQ.J J • ~;tI .; y J:""'~ 

. ~l.J1 ~lk;.. ~ ~. ~\\ .::,;.,1 4,~' Jo ~ ;lh~1 ~\c J .l~\I J.a; 
_ , : \V JAY. l;hJ l", >«;; ~l:t\ _'-:~.)tl\ ~)~. ~ -:.u~ f C: J 

( t e : ~ l;.h ,(Y") '<") \ Y" 

• 
~,;..\ Jl:.. 

"':9) (.5ag J \' »~ .;-(" !J;; J:~I J d~ ~~ ~ ~ t> .. ··~ ~I 
d~ .l;1 J ~\(J . ~ >CUI 0" ~~W L T~)\() .)~\I J .. ~~ , . ' 

0" I!o'YJ \ ~tlt. f.ll..:JI-:.J.l~ 0.0) • ~~ ~ ~WI \~. SJ rt",4 
J5'~~.f""'J\;~J Jl: .. ~ -:.U~ ~Y.. ~~. ;;lb~.&\ ~~-" 
~U)'\0'.\ ~\ <\I >~Sj. Jl.a\\ 0'.)'\J .) ~l\ t)~\J Jl.aJI ..jJJJ;.\ I .. 

-:..ll,. .M l. u-a~J ,:",\b~ S'J .~ ~; .;\) \'~~ ~ \'~ ~~. ~ . .. 
~\) -:.J.lli .J:\) -:.J.lll .;~ JL:.I;~ .. ! rt .. k ..\.Q; ~~tJ\ ~l:l.\ J l.\ 
-:'U~ c:) ( "') ,<. : \V l; Y ) ~l.-ll J) ~ yj:- -u.'; M 
-:.U~ J . ~ J ~~L' ~) >t]; i Y.. J .!U~ J G: "':' 01,.,. i Y.. Jl:...j I . .' . 
4".. \J-~:J c-'~. <\Il;YJ. I)~~. ~\) i-':" d~ 1r.i',J. 01 ~ 

("'<v _ ,,'< : ,\V \i y) ~~ ~;:'l.. J ' 
l.aJ~.)~. ~~ ~I~ 4,f.)~ ~I ~ JJ~.) rt~,J:b .. \L) 

~ J\.4l\ .)\~\ 

~)'J 4,~ u\..:ll ~I.1·J t~ ,:",...!.ll ~J~ .~. ~L..L'J~ 
I-,.a~' ~ib JoJ';. rtG.")'r-r.j.9 rJ r~I9~~..Il\ .l...j)\ 
,:",1AJ\ J ~_.Q.bJI 4.,'~~1 ~I J ... .JIJ J JAJ~ rJ. ~:-: ~\( .;)' ~il 
~.c.\J .I~_,,')II ';:';;')i~'Y\ ~.)I;!) • r~;.f:.) J ~":; .~.))\ 

~))'Y ~)~j rt4j" J .)\j U:J • .(' ~I J i;.s..·iJ ~)\~ 
. 1.,J\ I?)~\ j\ .;:.;'YI~IJ <\I.y J~ ( ~ .. ~.)) ~~-' J ) JiJA 
~.-:? J.:9 ~,;:,Cl\ ~ j~~4 Jr ~tJ . ( \ -.J ~) A 1..:,.. Y.. ) ~\..:. ,. , . 
~)~~ ~\..o ~I ~"! J,:,AJI rjA )jW ~\i\ ~\ ) C:::-:U ~~. ~I 

.• l .. t .. J\ 0') f.\:.,)Ji Jl",i rjA~).r:.)~04T( "l:,..Y.....;i~\ . . 
~I ':"'~~; 4,A\~~)' -:,.;~ ~; ~~UI ~I 1)1)) (fl~,,\~ ... ...\,.Q,:;'r~·1 

c:..aJ\ .>..:?J' ~ P. 

i '" 

. 'C'~(S-')j jl; cll'll . U": ... :.;; ~~ . o'e]f"' 
r-"-- \ - _ - - i 

0~~\k 

. , . 
jl ......4 ... JI ~A)t\1 JI ... ~) u )a! ':"">:-- ~I l~.l...l:.:\) 

~ 

4.,,~;, \J.J~\ 4j Jr) ~W\ ~~I ~l... J ~)' c:-:-11 ~ )J-A J 
. , 

_d . J;I f'"1 J- l0...&1 0.0 J...)I c:,:-11 <\I'~ ~\fo~ 4.~" 
• 

\rll~ ~\( JI Sl:l.\ ~rl\ i)ACl~ r~ tJ~ 1.>.:,:\ .:;}-I d~ 

;~J'; j.:~ .) Jt;,l\ ~~J JI f-~ ~iLj: ~\(.;\ ~i e-:.1:I~ ~ 
~\(j i/YI .~.)~J ~~ \f)~.t 1,/0 1.1 . iJ-4.. ~tJI \,,r.ll J 
u ))-U\ \ -,""-:-- ,! J' \ ......4"", J \ l:,:~> I -'~) ..u .))' J \ J: .. ("1'\:'-

• • 
0-">-1 ..j J"' • .;( ~.J~ ..J.>. u~~ ~\ -.$> . ; r~ StllJ 4.:""" 

« ~y~ ~~ ":",,,,~I ) "~\i 4. ... J:"! ~J) ~I -:"A:J\ tJ~ 0Ci) ....:.. 
~ 

.~.~) ~)IJ~.\).\ JJ~~~I (,)"~\ ~J~u JaI .• I)J(£I) ...;() 

JI ,:",:Lall J .... ) ~\ 01;; ~~)" ~·~4yt\ e-:_L1 .k-l. (- , 

~, 1).)\) \~I l.aJ \,/0 } .. :;. l,. f..f: J~..a;) ~l:> )l..:;' -:,.;\;" 

.~~W~¥\J\YAj\ 

~1!l\J:ri 



electronic file created by cafis.org

lENT"ND eelDENT 
A WEEKLY MORAL AND RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

~' -
25 P.T. per Annum. 
Six Shillings Abroad. THURSDAY, 12TH APRIL, 1906. Vol. 11., No. 14. 

Price Yz P. T. per Copy. 

"We saw Thee not." 
WE saw Thee not when Thou diclst come 

To this poor world of sin and death, 
Nor e'er beheld Thy cottage home 

In that despised Nazareth; 
But we believe Thy footsteps trod 
Hs streets and plains, Thou Son of God. 

We did not see Thee lifted high 
Amid the wild and savage crew, 

Nor heard Thy meek imploring cry, 
"Forgive, they know not what they do;" 

Yet we believe the deed was done, 
Which shook the earth and veiled the sun. 

Vile stood not by the empty tomb 
Where late Thy Sacred Body lay, 

Nor sat within that upper room, 
Nor met Thee in the open way; 

But we believe that Angels said, 
"Why seek the living with the dead!" 

We did not mark the chosen few, 
When Thou didst through the clouds ascend, 

First lift to heaven their wondering view, 
Then to the earth all prostrate bend; 

Yet we believe that mortal eyes 
Beheld that journey to the skies. 

And now that Thou dost reign on high, 
And thence Thy waiting people bless, 

No ray of glory from the sky 
Doth shine upon our wilderness; 

But we believe Thy faithful word, 
And trust in our Redeeming Lord. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

- THE - - -

Cairo Religious Discussion Society. 
Debate on Kohen's Address on Old Testament 

Inspiration. 

The President-We thank Kohen Effendi for his 
learned address, which we appeciate in spite of the 
strangeness of its ideas. I now throw the meeting open 
for discussion' of this matter, or for questions on the 
subject of tl;; address. 

Sheikh Husain-Sirs, I am unable to find words to 
'express my astonishment at this address, or my indigna
tion at the utter inadequacy of the descriptions of 
Inspiration which it contained. It is perfectly incredible 
to me that any religious man should be satisfied with 
these views or believe in a Book from which they are 
deduced or remain in the religion of that Book. For it 
is obvious that they contradict every sound idea of 
Inspiration. Most of the modes of Inspiration described 
differ radically from those enumerated by our com
mentators after diligent study of the Koran, for example, 
the Sheikhs Jiw{l11 Ahmad, Ibn Khaldun, Abu Hanifa. 
Now, it is certain that these give us the only complete 
account of Inspiration, and, therefore, when we hear 
statements like those of Kohen Effendi we know them 
at once to be false, and the Book which he defends to be 
corrupt. 

The President-Excuse me,Sheikh, your remarks are 
beside the point. With the authenticity or non-authen
ticity of the Tourit we have nothing to do at this moment. 
Weare simply to hear, and if possible, understand a 
view of Inspiration based on the Tourat, and afterwards 
to compare it with views based on the Injeel and Koran, 
all in due course. Then you will have liberty to prefer 
oIle to the other, just as you like, or even to reject one or 
other of the Books if you Clre so led. 

Bulus-The Sheikh seems to me to have fallen into 
the old, old error of assuming what he wants to prove 
(viz., that the theory of Inspiration drawn from the 
Koran by Ibn Khaldun and the rest is the only possible 
or conceivable true theory), and then summarily rejecting 
all that conflicts with that. This, of course, is absurd. 
It is the mere negation of the search for truth~t(and:iif the 
world held to that method we should be believing'-that 
the SU~l goes round the earth to this clay. To me the 
ideas of Kohen Effendi were nearly as new and strange 
as they are to the honourable Sheikh, for my ideas of 
Inspiration have (I think) very closely re\"embled his, but 
I am not going therefore to reject an idea because it is 
new or strange. I for one shall certainly 'reflect on what I 
have heard. 

Sheikh Abdallah-I sympathise with Sheikh Husain, 
but at the same time I see we have no right to assume 
that only one way of Inspiration is possible to God. But 
the speaker said that he could not accept the equal in
spiration of each word and letter of Scripture owing to 
the impossibility of proving that each such word and 
letter has been transmitted with exact precision: and 
he threw doubts Upon the exactitude with which the 
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Koran has been transmitted. There, of course, he is 
clearly wrong, as I will now prove. 

The President-I think you had better postpone that 
last point to next time, Sir, when we discuss the Inspira
tion of the Koran. 

Kohen-l simply said that there was danger that 
mistakes would be made in transmission, and that a 
theory of Inspiration which depends for its life on the 
assumption that no such mistakes ever did or could 
occur was itself a dangerous theory. 

Sheikh HlIsain-Then look at the contradictjons in 
the Book! I have here a list of hundreds of these, and 
will now proceed to give some of them to this assembly, 
challenging Kohen Effendi to explain them. 

Hanlla-I rise to order, Mr. President. It is not our 
business here to explain, or fail to explain, these dif
ficulties. For we are not talking of the fact of In
spiration now, but the manner of alleged Inspiration. 

El Hindi-I was interested in Kohen Effendi's saying 
that he die! not feel himself bound to adopt all his fore
fathers' ideas on this subject. I think he is right in this. 
We hardly claim Inspiration for all the inferences of the 
men of old, I imagine. But I should like him to explain 
more clearly what he meant when he said that he did 
not feel bound to accept any theory which regarded each 
word of Scripture as equally inspired. 

Hanna-Let me answer for my friend Kohen, for I 
think I can illustrate his meaning with an example. I 
liken the Bible to an organism like the body. Now, 
every part and particle of a body is indeed animated by 
the life of the whole, yet its parts are not all of equally 
vital importance. They are in fact of all grades of im
portance-from the heart which you could not so much 
as prick with a pin for fear of destroying the whole, to 
the hair and nails which you could clip or pare 
without making the slightest difference to life, or injuring 
the body in the smallest degree. And between these 
extremes are organs of every grade of importance and 
essentiality. Just so is it with the words of Scripture. 
There are teachings you could not touch without destroy
ing the whole: there are again parts, which if missing 
would constitute a loss more or less serious, even though 
vital parts remained; and finally, there are words or 
short phrases which make no essential difference at all 
to the life, i.e., the meaning of the whole. And of these 
are the words and phrases which have become uncertain 
or have been dropped in the process of copying. This 
is, to say the least, as reasonable a view as that which 
asserts that all the words and letters of a sacred Book are 
on dead level of importance and intensity of Inspiration, 
and essential divinity. 

Kohen-Thank you, Sir. Your metaphor is good. I 
say moreover that when God intends to convey a moral 
and spiritual JJleaning, it is p0ssible for that to be 
conveyed in very many ways. 1 believe He allowed 
considerable freedom to the men whom He inspired by 
His Spirit to reproduce the divine meaning. He gave, 
say, the same thought to both Isaiah and Jeremiah, but 
you will find that they reproduce it in quite different 
ways, and totally different words and stvle. He 
did not make these men tools or machines tv ~ cannot 
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say that God has a literary style peculiar to Himself. I 
feel inclined to say, "Far be it from Him that He should 
have a literary style!" Yet it seems to me that this is 
just what those say who make no allowance for the 
human medium of Inspiration. 

Sheikh Hltsain-There is another point: Can a trans
lation be said to reproduce accurately the original? How 

-can Goel's Word be translated? 
Kohen-My doctrine that Inspiration resides in the 

meaning and spirit solves this difficulty also. A good 
translation docs give, and give accurately, the meaning 
and spirit of every passage, and it can always be im-
proved from time to time. Whereas, by your denial of 
this, you first of all assert that your own Book is useless 
to all those who do not know Arabic, and secondly, that 
if a sacred language once becomes de:1d, any Book 
written in it becomes utterly useless and unintelligible; 
for a knowledge of a dead language can only be acquired 
by what is in fact a process of translation. 

All Azlzari Sheikh-It is true that many Turks and 
Indians. for example, cannot understand the Koran, not 
knowing Arabic. But they can understand its substance 
when explained to them. 

Ko/zell--Precisely, Sir. In other words, the substance 
is the important thing. How much more then may we 
say that those who read an accurate translation of:the 
very text of the Tourat grasp its entire substance and, 
therefore, profit from its essential Inspiration. 

F~ll/11ly-Well said, Sir. That is a notable argument. 
And, as a matter of fact, Koranic Arabic is to some 
extent a dead language even to us; that is, many words 
and expressions in it are totally fallen out of use, and 
have to be trallslated into modern equivalents to be un
derstood. What else is the science of Tafseer t So'H we 
deny the validity of translations, we deny the"possibility 
or the utility of Inspiration itself. 

Ahmad-If I may venture to sum up the speaker's 
three methods of Inspiration, I find that the first of the 
three is more or less identical with that claimed for the 
Koran, while for the second and third we have no Moslem 
equivalent-unless we say that the Fdtihall corresponds 
to the Pravers of the Tomat. So that we must choose 
between re"jecting two-thirds of the Tourat, or admitting 
that God has more ways of revealing himself by Inspira
tion than we are aware of. I was also interested in the 
speaker's idea of divine economy, applied to the pos
sibility that God only suffered a sujJicielUY of His 
Revelation to be gathered into the V olllme, not necessarily 
all of it. Certainly this reminds us of His methods of 
working in nature. It set me thinking, too, is there not 
an application of this doctrine to the Koran itself? Can 
we prove that all the Word of God preserved on the 
Table was revealed to the Prophet :\lohammed, or that 
if it was, it wa5 all collected into the Koran? 

"< .. ! 
Sheikh Husaill (sprillgillg up)-Re"ally, Mr. President 

The Presidenl'-Ahmad Effendi was scarcely in order: 
and, moreover, as the tinle has gone we shall not discuss 
further. But in order to relieve the overburdened feel
ings of our revered Sheikh, I will, in the name of the 
Committee, ask him to introduce the subject of the 
Inspiration of the Koran- next time, when he will have 
ample opportunity of replyirig to all that he has objected 
to to-day, and bri nging forward his positive beliefs on 
tIle subject. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE AGONY OF JESUS. 

The Agony of Jesus. 

THERE must have been a special reason for the 
intense period of suffering which Jesus Christ 

passed through during that lonely hour. Can we attempt 
to fathom the mystery as we meditate to-day? Scoffers 
and unbelievers of all ages who see not the matchless 
beauty of the scene, have tried to dispose of the story by 
holding it up for contempt, and attributing to the Man 
who stilled the storm-tossed sea with a word an hour of 
cowardice on that eventful night. But has there ever 
been such self-government combined with deep 'emotion 
as there was in every act of Jesus that evening ? We 
have o~ly to read the history carefully to wonder and 
admire. Is it conceivable that the Saviour, who has in
spired other martyrs ever since to be brave in the hour 
of death and torture, should be less valiant than His 
disciples who drew their strength and inspiration from 
Him? Besides which, Jesus did subsequently suffer for 
twelve long hours after this without a murmur and with 
perfect self-control. 

Some have seen in this hour of agony a desperate 
struggle with Satan, who either tempted Christ to give 
up the great design of saving sinful men, or sought so 
to exhaust His human frame that the Saviour would die 
before the hour of crucifixion. No doubt the enemy of 
souls was making at the close a greater attack than he 
had made in the wilderness before Christ's ministry began. 
But do we read of such agony then as now ? Was there 
at any previous time in the life of Christ such a struggle 
for the human will of Christ to blend with the Divine? 
His prayer rests for its foundation upon the fact of Divine 
will and Divine omnipotence. There is no shadow of a 
doubt hinted at with regard to the absolute goodness of 
God, or the readiness to suffer and to die. 

Nor do we find a trace of a sense of ignominy in 
Jesus as He kneeled down, fell on his face, and cast 
Himself on the ground, while He prayed. It was a 
prayer" with strong crying and tears" (Hebrews v., 7), 
a prayer of sorrow and anguish rather than of one smart
ing under a sense of ignominy. Well might He have 
felt the shame of being treated as a sinner. He" the 
holy One, the harmless and undefiled" was about to be 
"numbered with transgressors," and to suffer as a 
criminal. It is hard to be persecuted for doing right, 
but it is still harder to be punished for doing wrong 
when you have not clone wrong or harm. Yet even this 
is not enough to explain the overwhelming anguish of 
Jesus. 

No, it was due to more than all this. Christ was not 
struggling between a reluctant and a compliant will, nor 
was there within Him a wrestle between His human and 
His Divine will. The conflict He was entering, and out 
of which He came victorious, consisted in the readiness 
to accept not only a martyr's death but that of a criminal 
as well, not only a welcome but a repulsive death. He 
had always been ready to give Himself to be a sacrifice 
for sin. But He emerged from Gethsemane ready to 
bear our sins, to "be made a curse for us" (Gal. iii., 13). 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

St. Paul explains the mystery when He says God" made 
Him to be sin for us who knew no sin." This was the 
bitter cup which Jesus shrank from drinking, the cup of 
the world's woes and sins. As St. Peter explains it, 
"He bore our sins in His own body upon the tree." And 
because Christ proved willing to die a death of shame 
and suffering ill ollr stead, He condemned sin in the flesh 
and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life. 

Christ and His Disciples. 

Let us turn for a moment from the suffering Christ to His 
disciples, whom He had bade to "watch and pray that 
ye enter not into temptation." What a contrast they 
present to their Master in this midnight hour! Jesus 
wanted their sympathy and their prayers, they were 
weary and their eyes were heavy with sorrow at the 
thought of parting from Him, and they were all' aqleep 
when He came back to them after each interval of 
agonizing prayer. In their sorrow Jesus had comforted 
them in the upper room with those inimitable, deathless 
words (John xiv.) But there was no one awake to sym
path~ze and comfort Him, not even to think of their 
Master or secure His safety from His enemies. 

And even now Christ could see the great multitude 
armed with swords and staves descending the further 
side of the valley from the city. In spite of the full 
moonlight this band of soldiers from the Roman garrison, 
accompanied by officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees (J olm xviii., 3), bore with them lanterns and 
torches so as to search every nook and corner in the 
opposite hillside. Judas Iscariot was their conductor to 
his Master's favourite resort! It was high time to rouse 
the twelve to a sense of their danger. And so Christ 
came back to His disciples the third time and warned 
them that the betrayer was at hand. 

The Betrayal of Jesus. 

And, even as Jesus spoke, the traitor Judas himself ap
peared. He had impetuousiy pressed forward in front 
of the crowd and entered the garden, in order to separate 
the Christ from His followers by greeting Him with a 
profusion of kisses. This was sign by which Christ's 
enemies were to recognize Him in the night, seize Him, 
and lead Him safely away. Ah! to what depths of 
villainy may even those who have known Jesus Christ 
descend! And yet Christ has nothing but moving love 
and affection in return. Listen to His self-controlled 
reply to His renegade disciple (which St. Matthew has 
preserved) " Frielld, wherefore art thou come." Fathom 
the meaning of His searching question to Judas-" Be
trayest thou the Son of :\Ian with a kiss! " (Luke xxii., 48). 
Do we not see incarnate good and incarnate evil brought 
face to face in Christ and Judas? Could God, as some 
Moslem commentators have supposed, have allowed this 
paragon of evil to be substituted for the paragon of good, 
so that Judas should be led away. to the High Priest for 
trial while Christ escaped? Does not this man-invented 
theory contrast strangely with the simple Gospel story 
as recorded independently by all four evangelists? 

"~ 

'" f If" .. j# .. 

~IJI;;}\ u\)8\.;:..;~ .. :u.· ~\4..rlt\ ltl.j )"!.t'-.?~I J~ 

4J )a~ ~..w\ J\i ... ~Ua>- J ~l.J\ ':"'Y-!,J u~ -lr:r j" e:-ll 

.:.. Yo) LA=-" e.-:-ll ~~ ~IJ • ~\ j .. J..-f. ~~u...;.. J.a- ~\ 
;;U.·\ ~A l.:l ~J ~~ ~I t"~i ...w P'\J )WI .:.. y l~ 

. ~r-ll 
.,.l....~ J n-ll 

.. I.-:' .. -
\j...a..J\J.;f..J. ~I t'\.....JI -uJc:-:-L1 ;i.~ JI ~ \II ..:,A:.tlJ .. . 
~~ J r/l>~ ':'~J ~.J .. )'Q.I\f"\U.~? J I»..\o.)tl 

~A I;~ ,;..Ci J rt=1j-J r:L...ly JI ~~ ~~ 4il • J:UI ~C~ 
~~J • JI.JlI ~L... ~ JAl t j> ~-.4A rr:); J 4Jl..:l~ ~ ~~IJ 
t'j. ,eiJ • tA~~~ ~\j- ~ .:..I;.JI J \,:lI ,),)ft.c-:-l\ 
'tV'~Y.. J ":J..u.\ ~I.::,,~I~ 6..:W

' 
a J ~)-I ~~ J . ,. . 

J\ ...... .fl-! \..1.>1 "'» ..I.f. t ~1."uIJ ~;-:JI JI ~II> ~l::>-I W! 
• 

~I..\'-I i?""'.1 4..r .. ~lA>'1 JJl~ 

~.JIJ.j r.-l~ ~ J~...\.o ~('L" J ~.J~ J.:il J:U ~J 
.r411 Jlr\ () jJ' ~:-:..wI ~W.\ ~,)I)I .JJ~I J jjj~J 
4..r r\..I.-~ 4 ,-..aAJ J'-l.!.A.J e-:.la... 'j\A~ JL.JJI >-..11 ~~ 
jA ~Jlj fl~ 6-' ('r' : \A ~ Y.,) 0;:-~JAlIJ 4J1 .L...j.J 

uu. i?~1 ~\ JI \'"".) JG. • .} Y...r>=- \II I~ Jf' ~~J . .JJ~ \II 

;;1.j\:\1j;~.\I .:.i~ -u ~UI ';:";\(J . o-0)\;' t:: e-:-ll ~ &\ 
!' ).i:>- J~ltJ\ ;; ~,~ ~I if'lI L) rr: ~\ JI..I.=-:,\JI i'r.-::J 

• ~;;\ ~ ~I.jl ~\; 

tr-~ 
~..u )~I ~A..I.AA J I; ,r;. ~ ..?- Jk~ e-:~.il J..5( tJ 
~I $ ';:";~J • ":~I ~. ~~I .:'.:" e-l l jj~ ~t~\ JI 

...\.j l$ ~ \ j, ~_l\ J ~ \ U e:-l \ j Jz-:A.lllr.~ Jd 1 ~ j\.J I 

.~~ I"" r- ~~ ~lk . .u; t::J ~I ~,,; J'!. ",.~I ~~ 4.~ 
"'Ij..- lfo>\lJ «~ \;U ~\.....~ » \;-,rl "'; JI I-,wl . ~ 

- {';~ ~I&I ~ ~I! ~\ c ~U\l\ 0:1 ~ ~I» '" 

~\ ~ ~ - \:'-'f.:! c:-l\ - ..I.~I {\I~ ~\C')UI 
j . .r-.Q.J.I Ja-I. 1./..\0. ~ ~\ ~I~ ~..JI ~\~~ ,,;'- if~.,..:l~ , 
~ y J\.}\ jII>~\ JI ~I i?~\ -,II> \:'..w.. ,:"b ~WI ~..wl 

• • 
'C!,;)\l1 J~IIJ ~J..u.1 ~I i?1)1 I:u. Jail~ \lJI ! c::-ll 0" 

e.-:-ll ~ li.. ....w J -U J j~ ..u.l;. .j\( L:> J! ~..\A1I ~ \ 
" $"-J cl\,)J «~ ~~ jA » 2t! f ~L...";\ J\iJ (~~. 4>"1..\'-\I , 

jl ~-4i\jl L-~ -'f~ $=lJ":" \1..\0. 4.~1.)\;' JI ..\:>-\ .~~\I 

r-r:I.:--' i?r-l:ll t~-!. jr.ll-v. ('1"" o.r.I.:--' UJ . ~ ~J ~\ 



electronic file created by cafis.org

RIENT14ND eelDEN1 
--=au 

A WEEKLY MORAL AND RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 
~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-

25 P.T. per Aimum. 
Six Shillings Abroad. THURSDAY, 19TH APRlL, 1906. Vol. II., No. 15. 

Price ~ P.T. per Copy. 

St. John, an eye-w;fness, relates how Jesm boldly 
met His enemies with the question, twice repeated, "whom 
seek ye ?" This was to g~lard His followers from molesta
tion (John xviii., 8) as well as to make all present the 
witnesses of His arrest. But the directness of His chal
lenge to their answer " Jesus of Nazareth," (the fearless 
word "I am He,") seems to have staggered, them 
completely at first, though afterwards they laid hands 
upon Him and led Him away. Here was a quiet, un
armed Man at dead of night calmly facing a multitude 
of fanatical hirelings intent on His death. And, even 
when oue of His followers took a false step and, by an 
ill-directed blow with his sW0rd, cut the ear of one of 
the bystanders (by name Malchus), Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace, forbade Peter to do further violence and healed 
the wounded man with one life-giving touch (Luke xxii., 
51). And the words which Jesus llsed that night hav~ 
been ringing down the ages ever since, amidst strife of 
nations and the din of battles a!ldth: cOclfiict of truth 
with falsehood :-

"Put up again thy sword into its place: for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword." 

Christ is our Peace..... He made Peace between 
God and man. He came and preached Peace to you 
that were afar off and to them that were nigh. 

And so they led Him away to trial. 

"N ot my will, but Thine, be done." 
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Do JVIen rise again? 
mHE story of Thomas' unbelief in the re~urrect~on .of 
-1 - Christ, and how he came to be convlDced. 111 Its 
reality, is a fitting finish to our stuc1i(;s this year in the 
Life of Christ, for it leads us to the fullest recognition 
and the highest confession made by any of Christ's 
apostles to His Divinity. 

There are two special lines of thought which the 
story suggests for our meditation :~ 

I.~ The naturalness of the doubts of Thomas. 
II.-The convincing nature of the evidence for the 

Resurrection. 

Nature's silence about the Future Life" 

All that Reason, Nature, and Religions have to show 
us (apart from Christ), about the life to come, is full of 
uncertainty. Many of the world's great religions teach 
the existence of another life, or lives, beyond the grave; 
but none of them have brought sufficient proofs to con
vince an open mind of the absolute certainty of such a 
state. In every case the fact is believed in, on the author
ity of the founders of the faith, and because it agrees 
with oldest traditions and men's natural longings. Let 
us then see what nature has to tell us, before we proceed 
to examine the nature of the evidence afforded by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

There are many hints in nature that there II/lly be a 
life to come, but there is nothing to prove that there will be 
one. First of all, there is an irrepressible longing in most 
men's hearts. They wish for immortality and life beyond 
the grave. And Buddha was the only great teacher in 
the East who boldly discouraged this longing. Granted 
a belief in Goel, the existence of such a universal desire 
for immortality is in itself an argument for its existence, 
for it is difficult to conceive how God can have given the 
thirst without that with which to satisfy the thirst. It is 
likely at least that there is another life beyond the grave. 

Secondly, the oldest traditions bear out that such a 
belief has always, and almost everywhere, been held. 
Is there a single nation to be found where some such idea 
is not to be found in a erude or developed form? If such 
a belief is only a delusion, how came it to be so widely 
held? It does not amount to a proof that there is such a 
thing as immortality, for the universal voice of man is 
not infallible, for it was once universally believed, on 
the evidence of the senses, that the earth was stationary, 
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ORIENT .c\.~D OCCIDENT. 

and yet everyone was wrong. But the fact of such an 
.age-Iong and universal belief does add to'its probability. 

False Analogies. 

Once again~we meet in nature with many phenom
ena which at first sight seem to resemble a resurrection. 
There is the resurrection of the moth from the grave of 
the chrysalis, and for ages the butterfly was the type and 
emblem of immortality. There is a kind of resurrection 
in northern lands and mountainous regions, when the 
spring gives back vigour and motion to the frozen pulse 
of the wintry world. And yet all this, valuable as it is 
by way of suggestiveness, is worth nothing by way of 
proof. For these analogies of nature are not real resur
rections, they only look like them. The chrysalis only 
seemed dead, the Jree only seemed to have lost its vitality. 
Moreover, the butterfly, after it has been dried and 
crushed, will no longer fly again, and the tre~, whose 
roots have. been plucked up and exposed until the vital 
force has been killed out, will never put forth its leaves 
again. 

Lastly, human history behind us seems to give a 
stern, negative answer to the question "Shall we rise 
again?" Two hundred generations have passed a way, 
and not 0ne of the myriads who have died~unless it be 
Christ-has ever returned to us from the world beyond 
possessed of immortality. Some have thought that they 
were communicating (by mediums) with their departed 
loved ones, and many still think so to-day, but none 
have been able to tell us what the world above and be
yond' is like. Prophets have had visions a'nd dreams, 
but, unless we begin by assuming or accepting their 
authority as final, we have no visible convincing proof 
that there is another world. 

If nature can give us no certain reply to the question, 
"Is there a life beyond the grave';?" surely it was onl'y 
natural that Thomas, being an honest man and a"Cf;;'p 
thinker, doubted the fact of Christ's resurrection when 
he was informed by the other ten disciples that" they 
had seen their Lord." He determined to guard against 
all possible illusion and delusion, and it was in. this 
spirit that he said so positively :~" Except I shall see in 
His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 
the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, 
I will not believe." 

Evidences for the Resurrection. 

BlIt neither Thomas nor ourseh'es ha\'e bee.1 left in 
cloubt, for we have been 'given two kinds of e\'idence to 
prove the fact of the resurrectiOn of the body: first, that 
-of the senses; second, that of the spirit. 

We have clear and convincing evidence give;) to liS 

in the Gospels, that Christ rose from the dead. The 
passage before us is one of the most remarkable proofs 
of all. Here we have a twofold witness: that of Thomas 
who was satisfied with the proofs afforded to him, though 
at first he doubted the united testimony of his felIow
disciples; and that of John who, as an eyewitness, 
records the incidents, and what led Thomas to believe. 
Test each witness by ordinary rules. First' examine the 
('vidcllce of Jolin. He does not say he had heard the story 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. DO MEN RISE AGAIN? 

from Thomas, and years after penned it down when he 
was growing old with failing memory. No, he was 
present at the time. He heard the conditions made by 
Thomas, without which he would not believe. He saw 
Christ fulfil each condition by showing to Thomas those 
sacred wounds in hands and feet and side. He saw 
Thomas change from a state of doubt to a state of firm 
faith and convinced belief. Second, examine the evidellce 
of Thomas. Here was no man who believed every new 
story, or accepted everyso-called new discovery without 
scrutiny. A sincere doubter became a convinced believer. 
There could be no illusion or deception in such a case. 
His was the cautious verdict of an enlightened, suspicious, 
and honest man. 

Or we may sift the evidence by {/ study of character, for 
blemished character damages the value of evidence. Now 
the only charge ever heard against the Apostle John was 
that he loved a world which hated him. And the char
acter of Thomas, as we have seen, is that of a cautious 
man, rigorous in exacting satisfactory proof, but ready 
to act upon his convictions when once made, even to the 
death. Love in the one and rare integrity in the other
who can impeach such testimony? 

Once more we may examine tlil' 1JI0ti-ves for such a 
belie/. What benefits did either apostle obtain for believ
ing so strange a tale? The Apostle Thomas made in 
consequence a lonely pilgrimage to the East and died in 
India. The Apostle John suffered long banishment and 
painful persecution on the isle of Patmos in the iEgean 
sea. Strange motives these to account for their persistent 
endurance and glorying in the fact of Christ's resurrec
tion from the dead. Starving was their gain and finally 
martyrdom was their price. 

Thomas yielded to evideJlce of the sellses---touch, sight, 
and hearing. His faith came through intellectual con
viction and by the medium of his senses. God has many 
ways of bringing men to the faith. S~m'etimes he 
appeals to men's hearts, and consciences, sometimes to 
man's reason and mind. But the result is the same-a 
state in which the things of God became certainties to 
the soul. This state is not mere satisfaction about a 
fact: it consists of trust in a living Person. And the 
reason why Thomas attained to a saving faith was be-' 
cause he advanced from belief in the fact of the Resur
rection of Christ to trust in the Risen Saviour. And it 
was not his belief abollt Christ but his personal trust in 
Christ as His Lord and His God which made him a real 
Christian. 

There is however another kind of evidence by which 
the Resurrection becomes certain. This is not the evid
ence of the senses, but the (""vidence of tlie Spirit: "Blessed 
are they which have not seen and yet have believed." 
We are not privileged (like those first disciples) to see 
the risen Christ with human eyesight. And yet there are 
thousands who have believed, in every age, that Jesus 
rose from the dead, and have been blessed by so believ
ing. How is this? It is due to an inward state of heart 
which makes truth credible the moment it is stated. Love 
is. credible to a loving heart: purity is credible to a pure 
mind. So too the resurrection is credible to those in. 
whom a new life has begun. Those who have proved, 
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ORrENT A:\"D O~CIDEN'T. 

like the Apostle Paul, that they receive a new spirit with
in them by believing in Christ-a spirit which refines 
their thoughts, transforms their characters, and alters all 
their beh~viour-these are confirmed in believing that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. For they are already 
experiencing a spiritual resurrection - a being "Risen 
with Christ;" and such believers have an internal, as well 
as external, evidence to rest upon. They have a resur
rection going on in themselves, their own souls are being 
born anew into an Eternal Life. 

A special blessing is attached by Christ to such a 
faith. ;vlay Gael give to each one of us the faith which 
is based on evidence, and the faith which is based upon 
experience that" Jesus Christ is the Resurrection and the 
Life." . 

Society of National Unity. 
1\ T the session on March 30th, one of the members 
p gave a remarkably thoughtful address on Happiness, 
treated from a philosophical point of view. We hope on 
some other occasion to give some of his remarks to our 
Readers and make some comment on them ourselves. 

At the session on April 5th, another member gave 
an address on the" History of Old Cairo and El Kahira 
from the vi-:w-point of their typical monuments," which 
roused a good deal of interest. We shall publish it ill 
i'xtenso some time during the summer, but we give the 
substance of it here. He began by saying that the 
address was by. way of continuing the subject of the 
National History of Egypt, the first part of which (by 
Professor Sayce) had roused so much interest. He had 
a moral purpose, too, in this address, first to open the 
eyes of Egyptians to the interest of the streets and 3.lleys 
they passed through day by day, and secondly, to sink 
all bitter thoughts about the past, and agree (:\Ioslem and 
Copt alike) to take a common pride in the whole series 
of historic monuments. The following were the chief 
stages of the history of Medi<eval Egypt on which he 
touched, with the typical' monuments which illustrated 
them. 
Romail Pl'riod -The Fortress of Babylon, by the present 

station of St. George. 
Christiall Period --The Coptic Churches within that fort, 

especially El Mu'allaka, Abu Sarga, and the Syna
gogue. 

Arab Period-The :\losque of Amr, on the site of the now 
destroyed city of EI Fustat. 
[The lecturer here traced the old eastern bank of the 

Nile which he said was rOllghly as follows : -The Hel wan 
Railway, Mawardi, Midan Seyyida Zeinab, Sharia Emacl
ed-Din, the Shubra Road-so that Old Cairo, Kasr-ed
Dubara, Bab-el-Luk, Ismailiyeh, Towfikiyeh, and Boulac, 
were under water 1] 
TIIlunide Period-The l\IGsque of Ibn Tulfll1 on the site 

of the now destroyed city of El Kata'ia. 
·Fatimid£' Period-The olel city of El Kahira, the three 

great gates, the northern wall, and four mosques 
(El Azhar, EI Hakim, Et TaIa'ia, El Akmar). 

Ayyubide Period-Saladin's wall and citadel. 
Bohri-Mama/uke Period-:\losques of Kalafll1, En ~ asir, 

Ez Zahir, Sultan Hasan, etc. 
Blllji-lvlama[uke Ppriod--l\1osques of Barkook, Kalt Bey, 

and wekalas of Ka'it Bey. 
Turkish Pcriod---Various sabeels, palacestancl mosques. -~.i 
Khedivial Period--Buildings in imitation of ancient 

styles, s(lch as the :\Iosque'::of:\Iohammecl Ali, and 
the Wakfs. 
The lecturer concluded by:hoping that as';these men 

of old had made their city beautiful with buildings, '«('t' 

should make it beautiful by joining to keep it -socially 
dean and good. 
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ORI.iNT AND OCCIDENT. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. LESSONS FROM THE HISTORY OF ROME. 

Lessons from the History of Rome. 
HISTORY shows that Rf)'1l~ inherited the ancient 

world by conquest from the Greeks, who received it 
from the Persians, who received it from the Babylonians, 
who received it from the Assyrians. You might. there
fore, conclude that Rome was a much younger nation 
than Greece. Such, however, was not actually the case: 
for although she became a world-power three centuries 
after Greece, yet the actual elates assigned by the 
chroniclers of the two nations to the origin of eac~1 fall 
in the same century-the 8th B.c.---and on almost the 
same year. In other words, Rome took some three 
centuries longer than Greece to come to her maturity: 
anel just as those plants and animals which mature slow
ly live longest, flourish most hardily, and linger longest 
in dying, so with nations. These five centuries (754 B.C. 
-254) which Rome spent· in silently maturing, silently 
evolving a political constitution and making good her 
position within a very slowly-extending radius, are what 
gave her that iron strength of grip which enabled her to 
seize the world so firmly and hold itiso tenaciously:and 
so long. 

Rome and Greece Contrasted. 
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One significant contrast between Rome and Greece 

we must notice before we essay our sketch of the ~)L ~ 01 ~ ,,5 j,," 0L r.\I J ~"J) ~ rt" J) I!.\IL:.J 
story of Rome. The inft.uence of Greece in the world I \1 WI . L· 'I . I I I y~ 
could be indicated by the mention of the names .Ie--- t~ ,joe vi" . ~ J 0 r. .; ~ ')..c. 0 ,. J . JJ 
of several great men. Not so the inft.uence of Rome. ~.~ I"l::i ~...\..l )I ~J) ~)\," J ~~ jA YI U"'~J. ~~ 
Great names there are in the history of Rome. but they ,,'. 
cannot be assigned the representative importance that 0l;. 0 ,:a.IIJi j.JIJI 1;.0) ~~Ie---\J"f~1 \,"l.~ lr~ 0Y ~ 
are assigned to the greatest of the Hellenes. The in- &~IJ.I..rl1 ;L... J 0J~ J ~ ) ~;; 01 ....; .~t: ~I ~ I; 
ft.uence of Virgil and his brother poets, Cicero and the \ L' 

other orators or historians, has indeed been profound. d' ~ IJj~1 L. IJ~ ~'I \'"'" ~J i~ ~~\( ~ )jtl.t 
. But they thelllse[.ves caught their inspiration from -Greece; JI • I I' 

Homer is the prototype of Virgil, Demosthenes of Cicero. • 0J~ ~ Y:.,) J J::-- j' J U' J..J';" -"" J'" J ..\Aj 0L ~l 
No, Rome is the only name in which can be summed up clI~ ~J~.~ll.,)I)\ ~. YI ~I .:..L.Jl. JI ~J) J..a; ~-' 
the influence of Rome; it is the result of the efforts of 
countless individuals, none of whom can quite be ';;"(.5.1. .. ; L. )I~. ~l:ll J~ YI JI.J...:.,. ~ t: Ifll ~ Y y..,)~' jlt 
mentioned as· typical, none of whom impressed their JI \;.0) ~I <5~1 ~ (""'I I!.\I~ If I~ k,)J 0~ ~I ~ I; 
individuality on all succeeding generations-unless it be '- . L' 

Cesar, the man in whom the genius of Rome for con- :.r ~~ ,-,I.iil..;> t;~lA..(, ~J) .l1I>') &\ ~ 0)1 ~Jj 
quering and organizing was most conspicuolls; the man ~. J) "A...J." J G:J\ .-J." J ~.·ll' --"-:' t,.. J ~.).,l !I J. 
who significantly enough has given his name to the J J-::.T-;; r 
chiefs of the three European emperors of to-day- ~..lAl\ t... ~ C 
Germany, Austria, and Russia. - - J) c..::.) 

The Story of Early Rome. ~1..u~lA:lljJJt;:h; JJIJ ~.-') J_I':J'dc.r.j./"!.Y 
The origin of Rome is lost in obscurity. Tradition (( I 'I "11 I YI ( • I. \ I· \ 1'1 ~ 

assigns it to an Eastern cradle-to ancient Troy: but in .,:j '1'" ~) 0 ... ,) J .1 't" 0 J Jr J- :.r 'f" I.F 

all probability the earliest Rome was simply a federation « ~\ J)l:J1 J J .:...;..,.;.l:Ill....1 .,k...,'.,1 If Jfl1 t~ rt: . ..u. 
of hardy Central-Italian tribes, who fortified themselves 
on the famous" seven hills," and found it best to make I..L," L.) S~I a ":";\(J • ;...\>IJ ~~ 0~1 .} ~I-, 
their settlements into one city, All these Italian tribes, if'!,J ~. 0\S:J ~.dl L.':JI JI ~)-YI f YI If ( ~~~J;)I~ 
except, perhaps, the Etruscans, were members of the 
Aryan or Indo-European family of nations, and were, ~"ytJlJ ~L'~I .Jl:.W\ .!.Ui.. ¥i ~;u..... ~'L'~I J,"~l 
therefore, closely related to the Greek tribes, as il;eleecl .. • ~ fo::=t> 1.,AlI";I (.5 ~ SI..Al,· I ~J\ v'1.~ 't~';, lu*:J the Greek and Latin Languages clearly indicate, \ . ..I 0..:. ..... r'_ 

Of this earliest Rome we know little except that it JIJ -:-,.;.11 lJ,.l!.;1 JI ~I a - ~.J.~ JI ~..u .:...i? ~ 
was constituted as a monarchy, and that at a very early • "..u. U ~. '." .........:.II . jJ.UI 1_0 ', .. G 
period it made itself a Republic-that typically western • "~JJ$." .) ~ Y"J. ..\o".J 't:" '-'..I ,,,, 
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political creation, whereby the sovereignty resides in the 
people, and the titular head of the state is elected for a 
definite term. These kings seem to have lasted till 
about 500 B.c. The story of the next two-centuries-and
a-half, i.e., till 250 B.C., is the story of Rome's slow 
internal political evolution, and the equally slow enlarge
ment of her radius of influence till it embraced the 
peninsula of Italy. 

With regard to the first point, we notice the struggle 
made by the Commons for political liberty and self
expression. vVhy is it, we ask in passing as a question 
to stimulate thought and debate, that western nations 
have almost invariably witnessed this constitutional 
evolution, this determination of the people to make their 
voices heard in Government, while the eastern nations 
seem to have been invariably satisfied with the sole rule 
of a monarch or a sultan? The Roman Commons, then, 
gradually obtained a good share of power in choosing 
the officers of state, and of controlling, if not initiating, 
legislation. These officers and ex-officers constituted 
the famous Roman Senate, the executive of the nation 
and its representative in foreign affairs. The officers, 
one ~nd all, held office both executive and judicial, for 
one year only, so that it was possible for numberless 
sons of the nation to learn something of the habit and 
art of organizing and judging. And thus the nation as 
a whole became prepared for her mission in the world--
which was to govern and gi ve laws to other nations, and 
thereby teach ttle world the art of GO\-ernment and the 
theory of law. 

During these early centuries Rome very gradually 
conquered the tribes around her, then those further away, . 
and finally the Greeks in the south of the peninsula, and 
(later) the Gauls in the north. Thus she became mistress 
of Italy, and by these centuries of defensive and offensive 
wars the Romans learned first how to extend the pri\'ilege 
of citizenship to others, and so turn foes into loyal 
citizens: secondly, they learned to be hardy, brave, and 
self-devoted to Rome, the very lessons which the J apan
ese have learned in the long centuries of their maturing: 
and thus Rome became, like Japan to-day, ready to face 
a foreign power and, after conquering it, to become a 
world empire. 

That foreign power was Carthage. But whereas the 
war of Japan with Russia lasted but two years., Rome's 
life and death struggle lasted fifty years. Here, for the 
second time, East and West clashed. \Ve now see why 
in the providence of God, Rome was given the victory :
Carthage had nothing to t{'ac/z the ·il'orld. The morally fit
test survived. 

After the conquest of Carthage, Rome stood before 
the world as a world-power: during the second and first 
centuries B.C. she easily became possessed of the decayed 
kingdoms of Alexand~r's empire, and less easily extend
ed her sway westward to France and Spain. And thus, 
at the time of the birtl-t of Christ, she was lnistress of the 
world from the Euphrates to the Atlantic. 

(To b{' cOl1tinued.) 
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The Eternal Easter Day. 
On the Resurrection morning 
Soul and body meet again; 
No more sorrow, no more weeping, 

No more pain! 

Here awhile they must be parteci, 
And the flesh its Sabbath keep, 
vVaiting ir, a holy stillness, 

Wrapt in sleep. 

For a space the tired body 
Lies with feet toward the dawn; 
Till there breaks the last and brightest 

Easter morn. 

But the soul in contemplation 
Utters earnest prayer and strong; 
Bursting at the Resurrection 

Into song! 

Soul and body reunited 
Thenceforth nothing shall divide, 
Waking up in Christ's own likeness. 

Satisfied. 

On that happy Easter morning 
All the graves their dead restore, 
Father, mother, children. brethren, 

Meet" once more. 

To that brightest of all meetings 
Bring us', Jesus Christ, at last; 
To Thy Cross, through death and jucigment, 

Holding fast. 

S. BARING-GOULD. 
- --~-- ._---- - --- -------- --~ 
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Isaac and Jacob and Esau. 
HAVING ~nished, wit~l God's help, our i.llustrated seri~s 

of studIes on the hfe of Abraham,"' we now begm 
a similar series all the lives of Isaac and Jacob and Esau, 
though the birth and marriage of the first-named of the 
three has already been described in the life of Abraham 
his father. And at the outset of our work we, like those 
patriarchs of old; " call upon the name of the, Lord" to 
aid the pen of the writer and o)en the mind of the reader, 
that we may profit spiritually from our study of this 
portion of God's Word. 

Birth of Isaac. 
We have, then, already heard how Isaac, the son 

according to tho:pro,l1is~ and the heir to the prom',sl' was 
born, and how Ishmael, the son of the hand-maiden, 
though older than his brother Isaac, was given by God 
no part or share in the inheritance of the Promise and 
the Covenant and the Blessing: yiz., that the priesthood, 
the prophetship, and the kingship should be by Isaac's 
seed, anel that from that line should be born the :'IIessiah, 
through whom all nations of the eartl should be bltc'ssed. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Early life of Isaac. 

We cannot doubt Abraham brought up Isaac in the 
full realization of his extraor dinary pri dleges and deep 
responsibilities, and the full knowledge of all that God 
had communicated concerning his spiritual inheritance. 
And as Isaac had a pious meditati\"e disposition, we are 
sure that he diligently conformed his life to his high 
calling, and reflected deeply upon it. The circum
stances of his marriage, moreover, impressed him in the 
same direction, for they emphasised to himthe necessity 
of keeping the blood of the chosen Family pure from 
intermixture with an alien race. And finally, after tIle 
death of Abraham, God gave him a special direct revela
tion, in which He repeated to Isaac the same commands, 
the same promises, and'the same high hope which He 
had revealed to Abraham, thus ratifying Isaac's claim to 
be the sole heir of all· his father's spiritual pl:ivilege~. ' 

And after anothe"r such vision, Is<,tac signified ,his 
humble and grateful faith in Goel iii the same way that 
Abraham' had often done--'-" he builded an'altar and 
called upon the Name of the Lord." He also sank a 
well a;lcl abodc"at that spot, as though claimiilg it for a 
pert11q,ncn.t possession for his posterity. 

The test of Isaac's faith. 

Just as Ab,raham's faith \yas tested, so ,vas Isaac's, 
and in a very similar way. (r) Just as Abraham had to 
wait many years for ·the· birth 'bf the promised heir, so 
had Isaac. ·What a tremendous trial to have to wait 
twenty years after' marriage before the fulfilmentef his 
hopes for an heir! Yet S'O it was. But faith and fervent 
p'rayer conql;ered, and whell Isaac was s'ixty years ofc!, 
his twin sons :were born. . 

,(2) Just as Abraham hw1 to belice'£' the pro,mise of 
God that the lanci should be his al1d his posterity's, 
without himself owning a, foot ,.of it. except the plot of 
burial ground which he bought as a proof of his con
fidence in God's .. VVord, so Isaac had equally to live by 
faith and not by sight ;-" by faith he became a sojourner 
ill tIle land of pron1ise,as in a land not his own. dwelling 
in tents)" 

Esau and Jacob. 

The Bible makes clear to,us that,.of these two. boys, 
the younger was chosen to inherit the Covenant and 
Blessi11g and the' elder was rejet:ted, e\'e11 whil'e' they 
were yet ip. the womb. The fore-knowle<;lge of God saw 
a fund'amental difference in the dispositions of the"t~o, 
which made'the 'one fit alld the other unfit to inherit tLe 
spiritual responsibility of His Covenant with Abl:aham. 
And'therefore the younger was selected,the elde'r reject
ed-even as Ishmael was rejected in t'avourof~sa,ac, 

Reuben in favour of Judah, David's brethren in favour of 
David; for God's election, though sovereign, is. not 
arbitrary. \Vhat this difference of temperament was in 
iIie boys is made clear in the deeply instructive incident 
of Esau's voluntary abandonment of his birthright. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. ISAAC AND JACOB ~\ND ESAt:. 

The Birthright. 

Vife have already said what these "rights" were. 
They were purely spiritual. They had one and all to be 
claimed by faitlz, for none of them were as yet realised 
facts :-the prophets hip, kingship, possession of the land, 
and the Messiahship, were all things of the far future. 
Not a word is said to show that the birthright had any~ 
thing directly to do with the inheritance of Isaac's goods 
and chattels-else we may be sure that Esau .had not 
" despised" it! That he did despise it .and that Jacob 
valued and coveted it is very evident. The former 
despised it because it was an immaterial, or spiritual 
thing, while h-.: had a carnal, worldly disposition. He 
lived in and for the seen and had no eye for the unseen. 
Therefore, when it came to choosing between immediate
ly satisfying his ravenous hunger with an appetising 
mess of red lentils, and retaining. these impalpable pri
vileges, he did not think twice. He contemptuously 
surrendered his claim to a thing he did not value. We 
are not told one word to make us think that he afterwards 
regretted what had occurred until he foulld that the loss 
of the birthright brought with it the loss of the promise 
of material blessing and prosperity (see Gen. xxvii., 34-36), 
but too late. Therefore, we conclude that both before alld 
after the actual surrender he " despised" his birthright. 
That incident in itself merely enables us to gauge pre
cisely the value he placed on his privileges, viz., less than 
one plate of red lentils. Do we not see now why he was 
rejected? 

And that this is the true interpretation of the matter 
is clear from the text in the New Testament which says 
that Esau was" a profane person, who for one mess of 
meat sold his own birthright: for ye know that when he 
afterwards desired to inherit the blessing he was rejected, 
though he sought it diligently with tears" (Heb. xii., 16). 

Jacob. 

Turning now to Jacob, we need not attempt to defend 
his conduct. It was perfidious, and long and severely 
was he punished for it by God. flad he waited patiently, 
God would have given him His gift in his own just way. 
But after we have owned this much, we must also under
stand that Jacob, though carnally minded like Esau, had, 
unlike Esau, spiritual longings. He was capable of 
regeneration. He had the faith and the spirituality to 
believe in the promises of God and covet their inherit
ance. This was right and good, quite apart from the 
crooked means he used to gain his ends. And for this 
sole reason he was preferred above his brother. And so 
just as Ishmael had been rejected because he was carnally 
bom, so Esau was rejected because he was carnally 
minded. For the" carnal mind" and the" natural man" 
"receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness unto him, and he cannot know them 
because they are spit:itually discerned" (I Cor. ii., 14). 

The application. 

I. Do I think of and value the unseen, spiritual pri
vileges offered me by God? Do I covet and grasp them 
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by faith as did lsaac and Jacob, anc1 am I, thendore (as 
I may be), a true chile! of Abraham by faith according 
to promise? 

2. Or do I live, Ii ke Esau, for the world an cl its 
amusements and interests: dOl despise the things of 
Goel: do I rate them all in practice as less than the 
satisfaction of tl1e pleasure of a moment? 

Alas, which of us as he looks at his frequent yield
ing to temptations of the" lust of the eye, the lust of the 
flesh, and the pride of life," can deny that he has of .ten 
been even the same as EsaLl. But for the mercy of God 
we had fallen from grace. Goel help us now by His 
Spirit to rate the things of the Spirit at their true worth, 
aile! "by the Spirit mortify the deeds of the body." 
Amen. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE STUDY OF HISTORY. 

-------------- ------------------------------------------------------
The Study of History. 

THE address of Professor Sayce which we published 

in our second number makes us' realise the advant

ages of the study of bistory in general, and that of Egypt 

in particular. vVe obserycd how the patient study of 

historic facts enabled him to paint a picture of the past 

which appeals to our imagination" amI to deduce lessons 
which it is most important to learn. It is therefore weLl 

to add a word upon the benefit of historical study and 

the great necessity for it, and to point out how the present 

generation of Egyptians might profitably devote more 

time to the study of their ovYl1country's glorious past, 

and that of humanity in detail and as a w,l).ole. 
",>, In Eu~'ope, ,to-day, there is ,almost n~thing that so 

much distinguishes tl}e really educated from the semi

educatecl man atihc l~nowleclgeof History .. It is 'a part 

of that passion for trutli, which in so many ways during 

the last fi\'e centuries has seized upon the mind of Europe 

and has yielcled such splenc,!id' fruit. J}le-: reviva,l of 
learning in Italy in the I5th century emphasised this 

,clesire for tfLIth in literature: the Refonnation el).1phasis

ed it in religion: the work of men like Columbus em

phasised it in thc desire for an accurate knowledge of 

the world's surface: whilc Copcrnicus. <:;-alileo,l,3acon, 

Newton, etc., laid thc "foundations for that astounding 

fabric which we call modern science,;,:;;u:td what i,'sth;H 

but another aspect of tl~e passion fOl,'tmtli, the desire to 

know things as they art' cr haye becn, whether the things 

of the sky above (astronomy), or the earth beneath 
(geology ),or the countless phenonled~c 0'( Ea'ture- such 'as 

ste?m, electricity, etc. All thi:;; issues, from' the desire to 
.... . . ":.' 

be no lor.ger in the clark or in'actual ignorarlce about 
any matter which research can, bring to light-in one 

word, from the desire for trutli. ~ow historical research 
is just ~nother 'aspect for this' desi~le, , Its'si:ope or'field 

is the actions of men and of nations, just as the scope of 
. f ,', . ' 

geology, for exan1ple, is the actiohof the natural forces 

that built the earth. Hi::;tory seeks to discO\'er what 

actually took place in the long ages of me-n's pa:iit; to 

sift the truth of fact from the falsehoods'~fle'ge·hd or 

corrupt tradition; to co-ordinate and arra~lg,e t.hose fact's 

so that tlley J;resellt an intelligible \"ie~" of the wm:ld's 

progress; to trace the action and reaction of nations 
• upon each other; to discO\'er the origin and development 

of the great ideas that haYe ruled over millions of men, 

or, perhap>" all ciyilisation itself. \Ve repeat, all this 'is 

just an asrect of the passion for truth; an.d, therefore, 

history is a subject that cannot be neglected by whoever 

wishes to be :l wn of truth. Ti:e historical temper will 

make itself felt in the \yay iiI whic,h the, student ap

proaches almost any given subject, ,a:lcl not least, 
Religion itself. 

p . \!>-yf, ;';'~~\J );"~I ~;. 0A ;;~)I I.:..,\yill,. 

~~:l~\J J'~\ ~; C ~ ~Ji 0~ ~ )-'A~\ .,..lot> 
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There is another benefit derived fro'm the study of 

history. It enlarges the sympathies and widens the out

look of the student. Most men suffer from narrowness of 

mind, due to the fact that they rarely or never look beyond' , 

the horizon of their own time and country. This is the 

cause of the cramped sympathies and the unreasoning 

prejudices which separate men and nations from each 

other. But when a man thoroughly understands the 

history of another country, he can at least understand the 

point of view of a man from that country: and this 

renders possible intelligent intercourse between them. 

(To b;: CO~lt inued.) 
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The Beauty of Jesus. 
(/\ Child's Hymn,) 

I THINK, when I read that sweet story of olel, 

When Jeslls was here among men, 

How He calleel little children as I am bs to His folel, 

I should like to have been with them then; 

J wish that His hands had been placed on my head, 

That His arms had been thrown arounel me, 

And that 1 might have seen His kind look when He said, 

, Let the little Ones come unto ~le.' 

Yet still to His footstool in prayer I may go, 

And ask for a share in His love; 

A nel, if I now earnestly seek Him below, 

1 shall see Him and hear Him above, 

In that beautiful place He is gone to prepare 

For all who are washed and forgiven; 

And lllallY dear children are gathering there, 

For of such is the kingdom of beaven, 

But thousands and thousand" who waneler and 1':111 

Never heard of that heavenly home; 

I should like tbem to know there is room for them all, 

And that Jeslls has bid them to come. 

I long for the joy of that glorious time. 

The sweetest and brightest and best, 

,Vhen the dear little children of every clime 

Shall crowd to His arms and be blest. 
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Lessons from the History of Rome. 
(PART II.) 

JUST as Rome had done with the subject-nations of 
Italy, so she did with those of East and West: very 

gradually and tactfully she extended to them the pri
vileges of citizenship; she respected their local laws and 
customs, and thus gradually turned them into loyal 
members of the Roman Empire witllOut obliterating their 
own individuality. Her treatment of the Jewish nation 
was the exception, not the rule, 

But while she respected their localla ws and organisa
tions, Rome taught the nations a ~rider code of law a11d 
a more thorough system of organization. vVith infinite 
pains she widened her own narrow, local statutes, adapt
ed it to the needs of other nations, arranged, re-arranged 
awl codified, uritil at last she gave the world a body of 
civil and criminal law that has been the model for it 
ever since. 

Then, in the matter of governing, Rome saw the 
importance of keeping the seas open and safe for trade. 
She c'reatecl, on land, a worlel-wide system of rOqc1s and 
posts, so that it is possible to say that there was a con
tinuous carriage-road from Glasgow to Jerusalem! She' 
established peace, law, and order, through her officers 
and her institutions, throughout the whole empire, She 
taught and was willing to learn. She learned art, 
philosophy, and literature from Greece, and religion 
(after a sore &'truggle) from the East. In one word, 
she taught the world what it is to cololli:;:> and to gou('/'Il 
successfully. , 

It was Julius C;:esar who first or who most clearly 
realised these aims, and did most individually to carry 
them out; therefore, it is C;:esar, if anyone, whose name 
must be taken as typical of the influence of Rome's in
fluence in the world. 

VVe must hurry over the melancholy story of Rome's 
.d.ecline and fall. The decay began at the very period 
when she was at her greatest. The ambition of her 
great men made monarchy essential, yet Rome never 
succeeded in overcoming her prejudices against mo
narcllY sufficiently to look facts in the face and fix a law 
of succession,with the result that her strength ebbed in 
repeated and furiollS intestine strifes for suprel~lacy, 
when the army, not the people, became the fount of 
sovereignty. Then, sadcier still, she who taught others 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

law and order and civil righteousness, forgot them her
self: luxury and selfishness consumed her upper classes, 
lazi ness and debased pleasureS consumed her commons.: 

i Slavery began at last to take vengeance on the nation 
who had arisen by it. The cowardly lust for blood, 
which the gladiatorial shows encouraged, corrupted the 
nation which loved such exhibitions. Rome became 
rotten at the core, and the rot spread. And so, when in 
the second, third, fourth, and fifth centuries after Christ, 
hordes of barbarians of German stock poured West and 
South, she found herself unable to resist them, because 
unworthy to be their mistress. Vigorous in their youth, 
they superseded the Roman Empire, weary with age and 
iniquity. They overran the West and became in process 
of time the great modern nations of Italy, Spain, Austria, 
France, Germany, Britain. 

But though Rome perished, the something that 
was immortal of her survived. These nations, and 
the world in general, inherited several precious heir
looms from her. First, a great lallguage and literature. 
The language of Rome has formed or helped to form 
Italian, Spanish, French and English, each one of which 
has produced a noble literature. The grammar of Rome 
has been probably the chief intellectual discipline of 
European boys in every century. Th~ Latin literature 
has for'med a part of the necessary equipment of every 
eclucated man. And the language itself for centuries 
formed a common m~ans of communication between the 
educated men of every country. 

Secondly, the Roman system of law. It forms the 
basis for the civil and criminal codes of almost the 
whole civilized world. 

Third, Roman organization. Rome taught the world 
the blessings of free intercourse between the nations, of 
the give-and-take of thoughts and ideas, as well as 
merchandise, of good roads, of a universal postal-system. 

Fourth, Roman political freedom. Even though Rome 
herself but partially learned her own lesson, she taught 
the world to look to the ideal of a free state in which all 
free citizens take their share in office, and which extends 
her free citizenship gradu::tlly to all placed under her 
sway. We must never forget that it was a Roman jurist 
who wrote in the first line of his digest Ollll1eS homilies 
nalurd sun! (['quail'S. 

Fifth, Rome left to the world a church that sa-vcd 
civilizatioll from collapse when she herself collapsed, and 
which, reformed or otherwise, has been the means of 
pres~rving for Europe the ideals of Christian morality, 
freedom ·of thou~ht, and progress in action. 

Lastly, the study of Roman history makes one un
derstand and admire more and more the wisdom and 
pnwidencc of God, who raises up a nation to instruct the 
wo.dd, and does not remove it till he has prepared others 
to l~a.rn its lessons. Thus we may say with Tennyson, 

The old order changeth yielding place to new 
And God fulfils himself in many ways 
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world; 

in a higher strain we may say with the apostlfil in his 
letter to these very Romans of old, " 0 tlze depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom alld the knowl(Jl/gc of God! How UII

s(,archable arc His judgments t1nd His ways past ft Utili/!: Ollt ! ., 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE STUDY \ IF H l:-iTORY. 

The Study of History. 
(ContinI/cd.) 

Then again, whoever acquires a fairly comprehensive 

view of world-history, can enter more d';:'eply into an 

understanding of the Providence of God and His designs 

for mankind. And so history not only broadens but also 

r/e'0atrs the mind. It enables one to admire the marvellous 

way in which the events of this world are governed and 

cOi1trolled; it reveals the great, stern moral raws, obe

dience to which determine the destiny of nations; it 

makes one realize how great God is; how little man is; 

that the greatest empires pass away before Him; that 

the nations are as a drop in the bucket, and that He 

taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And thus it 

brings a man to a right and humble mind about himself: 

for it emphasises his nothingness in comparison with the 

thousands of fleeting generations which he has studied-~ 

and still more in comparison with Him who is above all ; 

and yet it equally emphasises the stern necessity laid on 

him of doing his part, however small, to advance his 

nation and serve his generation according to the will of 

God, before he too passes away and is no more. 

It would seem to be a fact that those nations who 

ha \·e despised historical study suffer for their neglect. 

Unwilling, or too proud, to learn the lessons of the past 

they fall into the rear of the race of progress. Neglecting 

history, they become themselves negligible. Pantheistic 

India, for example, has utterly neglected the history not 

only of other lands, but its own too. The history of India 

is largely wrapped in mist. - And this contempt for 

history, as merely a chain of illusory events in finite time, 

has made India incapable hitherto of taking her place as 

an independent nation. So, too, as long as China and 

Japan, while studying each its own history, chose to 

close their eyes to the fact of a world and a world-history 

beyond their horizon, they were themselves negligible. 

Now they are submitting themselves to learn the despised 

lessons, and who shall prophesy the result? And with 

regard to the Arabs, Turks, and peoples of this Nearer 
East, have they not suffered by a too exclusive attention 

to their own history and their own point of .view, and 

the want of a scientific, patient, and philosophic study 

of the world-history of which they are only one small 

part? 

In proof of this, one would urge the extraordinary 

ignorance prevailing in Egypt itself about its own great 

past. How many Egyptians regard all Egyptian history 

anterior to the conquest of Amr ibn El 'As as negligible! 

Others feel that the first Christian century is the real 

,,-~. '·ill!~' loint! And if this be not so, why has research 

III ~':g:.\ I,tian history been carried on exclusively by 

rurl"i~:II\"\s. Why is it so impossible to obtain anything 

lih-,· ~lli :,dequate historical literature in Arabic? Facts 

Ii k.. lli.:.,e silently prove our assertion that the historic 

,.:,'11":" ill "he East has hardly yet been born. 

Til.· iuminolls address to which we have referred,oy 

'li 1<: (.f I he great archreological historians ,of the day 

\\I;tk.·~ II. realise the greatness of the loss suffered by the 

"'~g:ypli;I"s in their neglect of the annals of their past 

;111<1 11i",,~ of sister nations. Why should not one result 

1)( I hi" paper be to set many Egyptians studying these 

studying the history, literature, philosophy, 

.-,·iig-ioil, and art of Ancient Egypt: going to the Museum 

I" illl,":11 ate their study; and creating a demand for an 

A r;J hie l"terature on the subject. The absence of supply 

1l"11" : .. 1:1 e of absence of demand; and that sl)ells neglect 

;11\<1 ;d''':l nce of interest. 

\V .-)n our part as far as we are able, desire to in

tT'·;I.-:' I h,,: stimulus towards historical study. In this 

!\1:tL'·;IZill'~' we frequel}tly touch historical themes; and in 

I hi~ .,,;,·ri ~s we are giving a summary, but not, we hope, 

;,1\ il1;\\"ulrate view, of the contribution made by Greece 

;11101 1{ .. II.e to the world, and the causes and significance 

of J :1\';111 's entry into the midmost arena of the world's 

hi,.;lory. And it is our hope that the result will be to 

\·;1,.:1 ";"Il!e direct light on Egyptian moral, social, and 

11:11;,,1\;.1 problems, but above all to help in producing 

lil:lr hi,,·orical temper and wider knowledge and sym

P:llll.'" t'· :lich are among ollr chief needs here in the land 

"f I h, P:laraohs. 

.; :~}:ll e:";"IJ1I ~ ~ l.\~:,) ~:-l\ l..l.l J 

.~ ~l...41\ ~...\.;~. t;1 J .. ~\ U J . ~ f.lIJ Jf!ll 

":-'l:_.\ ~\~w\ (I ~ .)~ JJI) .)~ ~II ~·\;·J:;_d\)U~ll~ 
. -
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Too. Late! 

WATCH by our father Isaac pastoral's door. 

The birthright sold, the blessing sold and won, 

Tell, Heaven has wrath that can relent no more, 

The Grave, dark deeds that cannot be undone. 

We barter life for pottage; sell true bliss 

For wealth or power, for pleasure or renown; 

Thus, Esau-like, our Father's blessing miss, 

Then wash with fruitless tears our faded crown. 

Our faded crown, clespis'd and flung aside, 

Shall 011 some brother's brow immortal bloom, 

No partial hand the blessing may misguide; 

No flattering fancy change our Monarch's doom. 

His righteous doom, that meek true-hearted Love 

The everlasting birth-right should receive. 

The softest clues drop on her from above, 

The richest green her mountain garland weave. 

Her brethren, mightiest, wisest, eldest-born, 

Bow to her sway and move at her behest: 

Isaac's Jond blessing may not fall on scorn, 

NO!" Balaam's curse on Love, which God hath blest. 

(FROM KEBLE'S "CHRISTIA?\ YEAR.") 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Jacob's Vision . 
.l\ FTER Jacob's second betrayal of his brother Esau 
P family life became impossible thenceforth. Esau, 
meditated mortal vengeance, and Rebecca saw that the 
time for Jacob to leave her had come. Isaac was old 
ane! c!ic! not perceivE' the necessity for his flight, but 
Rebecca had an invincible argument by which to <gain 
his consent to it, in representing to the father the harm 
that would arise if Jacob were to < marry one of the 
daughters of the land. Isaac, recollecting his own father 
Abraham's express warnings to the same effect, and his 
solemn injunctions that he should marry one of his kin 
in the Haran, was easily moved to repeat both warning 
and injunction to Jacob, and sent him away to Haran 
where the family still dwelt. And once again he gave 
him the mysterious Blessing, marking again the fact that 

Jacob was the heir of those promises which Abraham hac! 
bequeath<:c! to himself, and thatlacob was he who should 
pass them on to the chosen seed in whom all the earth 
should be blessed. They were still" strangers" in the 
land which God had given Abraham. Neither Abraham 
had seen the realisation to his inheritance, nor yet Isaac. 
But to the eye of faith the land was theirs, and it might 
be that 'Jacob was to see that for which Abraham and 
Isaac had tYltsted. 

The Journey. 

Two long days' marches of thirty miles each day 
would take Jacob to Bethel. What a whirl of thoughts 
must have surged through his mind as he left Beersheba 
and went along the slowly-climbing road into the high
lands of the North. He was leaving Beersheba, the 
scene of his boyhood, of his quiet life at home as 
shepherd and herdsman, of his happy illtercourse with 
Rebecca his mother, of his crude spiritual yearnings, and 
of the sin that was now exiling him frol11 all. He passed 
Hebron, < where his grandfather Abraham lay silent in 
death, with Sarah by his side, in the Cave of :Ylachpelah. 
Here Abraham had builded an altar ane! called on the 
Name of the Lord; here had he quietly lived -- but 
Jacob must hurry through, an exile from the land of 
promise! On he held northwards--must he not have felt 
that he was passing out ot the land of promise, out of 
the circle of blessing, out of the sphere of covenant, yes, 
out of the presence of the God of his fathers! And thus 
at the end of a day's march he lighted on a placE', anel 
(as it seems) knew not it was Bethel-knew not that 
Abraham himself had bllilt there an altar at the very 
outset of his life in Canaan (Gen. xii., n, and that he 
had there called upon the Name of the Lord, and that he 
had returned to it after a periGcl of transgression in 
Egypt and renewed again the covenant of faith and 
faithfulness with his God (Gen. xiii., 4); that here 
~\braham and Lot had stood and surveyed the land in 
every direction: that here Lot had chosen so as to please 
himself, and here Abraham so as to please Gocl, 
being rewarded wi6 the joy of a direct message from 
God, a glorious renewal of His promises to him (Gen. xiii., 
5-17). Had he known all this what comfort might he 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT ... JACOB'S VISION. 

have drawn from the knowledge, for lie was a stranger 
and a wanderer as was Abraham: his cJnscience was ill 
at ease, as was Abraham's: he too now stood at the 
parting of the ways, between two lands and two li ves
how much he needed the comfort of God! But as it wa~, 
we' may well imagine that 'he lay down to rest with his 
heart hungry and anxious. \Vas God indeed with him? 

The Vision. 

And that very night the merciful and loving Goel, 
the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac, met his need 
and gave his soul rest. As he lay under the stars
those same stars to which God had pointed Abraham as 
telling him what his seed should be in 111ultitude--his 
couch the mountain-side, his pillow a stone, a glorious 
and wondrous vision rose before his dreaming sight:, 
a la~lder of light stretching from tIl,; grollnd far upwards 
into the immensity of the starry sky; a double line of 
shining Heavenly Beings in incessant upward and down
ward course upon the ladder, as thotJ:.;h bringing him 
near heaven, conveying his longings to God and God's 
response to him. And lo! at the head of the ladder a 
Glory which he knew to be the Divine Presence, and a 
Voice, whether heard or not heard in that vision IlTatters 
not, speaking words of unutterable comfort, making sure 
to his soul the fact that he was indeed the heir of 
Abraham's blessing, that the land should b(' his, that liis 
seed should be as the dust of the land on which he was 
lying in multitude; and that in him and in his seed 
should all nations of that heathen world be one day 
blessed! 

And the Lore! further in his tenderness added a 
message of personal comfort, fit for his loneliness, a 
light upon the clark future: for He said that He was with 
him, that He would be with him in the new f)trange land; 
that He would bring him all the way, even to his own 
land again, never leaving him, till all be fulfilled 

The Awakening: the Vow. 

When he awoke, it was (as it seems) still dark. The 
stars still twinkled over his head in the intense stillness 
of the night before the dawn; but the ladder, the climb
ing Angelic forms, the Glory of the Lord-all had faded. 
He was alone--but not alone. A sense of the awfulness 
of his experience fell on him: he had been in the House 
of God, he had seen the Gate of Heaven! Very early he 
rose, and then he did for the first time what his father 
and grandfather hac! done before him aUimes of special 
personal communion with God-he set up a stone for a 
memorial of the co~enant which Goel had made; while 
on his own part he made a solemn vow that he would 
also be faithful to God, as God would surely be faithful to 
him. The Lord, the" God of Bethel" should be .. his 
God," 

And thus he faced the unknown land, and people, 
and future, that lay hefore him, Never again could he 
be quite the same as in the old days at Beersheba. He 
had had one direct experience of God-one personal 
touch from Him. 

We have now to see how the worldly and the heaven
ly, the carnal ancl the spiritual, struggled in Jacob, and 
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the experiences by which Gael mortified the former ancl 
ga ve the victory to the latter. 

The Lesson for U~. 

L Not to be content u:1til religion becomes to each 
individually a personal thing between his own soul and 
Gael. We must feel God saying to us personally, " I am 
with t!tce." Otherwise religion has no comfort, no 
strength, and no power towards holiness. Have you, 
Reader, made this covenant with your God? 

'V\ 

(2) Perhaps you say, "No, for I am not a child of 
Abraham; I cannot claim what Jacob could claim." But 
God's word replies that Abraham is "the father of il// 
them that believe . ... believe in Him that raised up Christ 
Jesus" (Romans iv., II, 24); and" they that are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham" (Gal. iii., 7). So 
you see that you too may claim all Jacob could claim if 
you believe that 'Goel raised Jesus from the dead. 

(3) And why isjeslIs Christ thus made the mediator 
of yom access to Gael and God's blessing? It is because 
He is the One whom that ladder typifieel; He joineci 
Heaven and Earth; through Him the angels of men's 
prayer ascend and the angels of God's responses descenel ; 
it is He that has brought men near God, and in Him Gael 
has come ncar man, for He is the perfect :\lediator, Gael 
and Mall in one Person for evermore. 

And this is according to His own word to X athanael, 
" From hCllceforth yc sliall sec ([II OPCII itCIlJl'lI, !llld titc all/!;cls 
of God asccildinp; fllld dCSCClldi1l1[ IIPOIl the SOil of lV/all" 
Ono. i., 51). 
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THE -

Cairo Religious Discussion ~ociety. 
(Minutes (~f all imaginary Debate.) 

The Moslem View of Inspiration--1. 

The Presidl'llt--Gcntlemen, having heard at length 
from Kohen Effendi the nature of the Inspiration of the 
Tourat as gathered from a study of the Book itself, the 
Committee has decided to take the Inspiration of the 
Koran next, since we continually found that Kohen 
Effendi's ideas were running counter to all the ideas we 
had ever held or heard of on the subject, and therefore 
felt it desirable to hear a statement of a view as different 
as possible from that advanced by Kohen Effendi that 
we have the contrast brought vi vidly before us. We can 
afterwards hear what our Christian members have to 
say. I call upon the Sheikh Husain Abel el Mageec1 el 
Tantawee to open the discussion. 

Sheil?!l HI/sail/My tongue, Excellent Sirs, is incap
able of expressing my satisfaction in this opportunity of 
at last placing before the Members of this Society an 
adequate view of Inspiration, one which satisfies the soul 
and mind of the wisest and the most ignorant, one which 
being moreover c1ra wn from the study of the unquestion
ed Book of God is itself beyond criticism or questiol'. 
I hope to show, too, how this view is superior to and 
indeed destructive of the extraordinary ideas propounded 
to us by our Israelitish friend. 
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l;~ <\i~» ~ f'\ \..i .~j~1 2»1 ~J,,;~ ~ J.:I ,:?jjl 0 Know then, 0 Members of this Honourable Society. 
that the Koran is not it Book that came into exist
ence in the time of the Prophet through whom it 
was made known; such a description merely accounts 
for the leJters, the vowels and the writing with which it 
is written, for these are the works of man: so said the 
famous Abu Hanifah. But as for the word of the Koran, 
it existed before such transcription, before the Prophet 
himself, before history, before the world, before creation 
itself--in fact, it is uncreate. Such is dearly the opinion 
-of the great Imams, who drew the opinion from a study 
()f the Book itself-the very principle upon which we 
have agreed to proceed in this Society (so we see we 
need never think to improve on the great men of aIel ; 
we can never do more than folluw). For example, Abu 
Hanifa says: "The Koran is the Word of God, and it is 
His inspired Vv' ord and Revelation. It is not God but it 
is inseparable from Goel. God's word is uncreated. Its 
words, its writings. its letters, a11d its verses are for the 
necessities of man, for its meaning is arrived at by their 
use: but the Word of Gael is fixed in the Essence of God, 
and he who says it is created i5 an infidd." 

The entire Koran, therefore, in its present form, 
-existed as an attribute of God from all eternity; it 
was written, together with the actions of men, on the 
Preserved Tablet j it was transcribed from thence by 
the hands of heavenly beings; it was thus sent down 
to the lowest heaven complete, and from thence it was 
sent down by means of Gabriel to Mohammed the 
Prophet, piece by piece, Gabriel is once named, in 
Surat el Bakara; he. is also variously called "The 
Faithful Spirit," or simply" The Angel." . 

Following now its earthly history, we know that the 
times or fits of the Prophet's inspiration were clearly 
distinguished by extraordinary symptoms, whereby we 
may be sure that no uninspired material crept into the 
Koran. Every :\1os1em knows the famous passage in 
Bokhari, where Ayesha describes the first revelations 
that came to Mohammed and the first piece of the Koran 
that was actually brought down to him (I mean the first 
five verses of Surat et 'Alaq). She also related that 
Haris ibn Hisham asked him" How did the revelation 
come to you?" and he said, "Sometimes like the noise 
of a bell, and sometimes the angel would come down and 
converse with me in the shape of a man." ,'Ie know 
also that at least once he was caught up to heaven in 
the Night Journey, and there recei ved the \¥ ord without 
mediation from God Himself, though whether with face 
veiled or un veiled our commentators are not agreed. 
But ill every case his human body underwent strange 
phenomena of unconsciousness or ecstacy, eluring which 
time he received the Word of God. Then, when he re
covereel, he repeated it to a bystander, who preserved it 
either by writing it on white stones, or date-leaves, or by 
committing it to memory. 

Finally, after the death of Mohammed, when it was 
found that many Readers had been slain at the battle at 
Yamima, and that the Word was in danger of perishing, 
the Kaliph commanded Zaid ibn Thabit to collect all 
these fragments from stones, date-leaves, and the breasts 
()f men, into~ one volume. This was done by a process 
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of scrutiny so accurate that addition, subtraction, or 
change of the original was utterly out of the question. 
The second recension some years later under Othm~:ll the 
Khalif was merely to assimilate the text of the Koran to 
the dialect of the Koraish, in which it hac! been sent 
down, since people of other tribes were recitillg it in 
other dialects contrary to the original text. 

And copies having been made of tbis recension 
were sent to the chief quarters of the !\!loslem world, and 
from these have sprung, in absolute al~cl flawless uni
formity, all copies, written or printed, to this clay. One 
of these original co~)ies is here in Cairo in the Mos:]ue of 
Seyyic1na Husain. 

Thus we sec we have a complete chain of cOlnected 
events from the Descent of the Kor'an from Highest 
Heave 1 to the present day, whereby one may be; certain 
that this CO,)Y which I hold in my hand is wore! for word, 
syllable for syllable, letter by letter, the Eternal Word 
of God, unchang'~cl and unmodified and unchangeable. 

This is the true view of the Inspiration of the Koran. 
That it is the higbest form of Inspiration is seU-e\1icl,~nt 

---what higher or more perfect form can be cOilceli'ec1. 
I do not deny there are kincls--onr Ulema have admitted 
that there arc and have classified them. But tll.'s is the 
unique kind, tile insurpassable. Therefore, the Book 
that possesses it is the unique and insurpassabl~ and 
final Book, and the Religio:l of that Book is the finally 
true Religion. For only that Religion and that ~ook and 
that J nspiration ensure our possession of the direct \!Vord 
of God, absolute Truth, unalloyed Fact concerning this 
worlel anel the next. This I assert. Ancl, moreover, I 
find my assertion virtually supported by the very de
fenders of other so-called Sacred Books. I say nothing 
as to whether the present TOUl-at is the true Tourat, or 
the present lnjeel the true Injeel: but even assuming 
that they are so, it is plain from their cpntei1ts, as even 
Kohen Effendi admitted, that they make no claim to be 
wholly informed by tbis absolute Ins)iration. They are 
not invariably, 0:1 the face of them, the address of Goel 
to a Prophet: they cont;Jin histories, songs, prayers, 
letters, traditions, and what-not, admittedly by human 
authors al;d often with no claim that Goel is behind those 
authors. 'vVhat shall we say to tllese things? The answer 
is plain: even assuming some Inspiration for them, it is 
Inspiratio.l of a'l inferior kind and cle,2,ree. TllCrefore, 
the Koran, list in time, is first in value, for in it Inspira
tion has reach2d its climax. Therefore Islam is the fina' 
and one true R::ligion, for while L1C religions of }\loses 
and Jesus (on tbem be peace) were pre)aratory, and to 
which they must yield and bow. And may peace Le to 
you, first and last. 
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Cairo ~eligious Discussion Society. 
(Minutes of 1111 Imilgillary .","oeict)'.) 

Inspiration from the Moslem View-Point II. 
The 'Presidcllt--Y Oll have heard, Gentlemen, the 

speech of Sheikh Husain, and the orthodox Sllnni doctrine 
of Inspiration. It is so simple and complete that 1 do 
not imagine there can be mallY questions to ask concern
ing it or many difficulties to urge against it Still,if 
anyone has a question or a difficulty I h<lVl~ IlO doubt the 
learned speaker will be glad to hear them. 

lIal/ll11-By YOllr1ca\"e, ~Tr. Presieknt, a large lllllllber 
of difficultil:s occurred to me <1::; I listened to the Sheikh's : 
exposition. I do not think that the thc()cy is so "imple 
and complete as is generally believed: much les::; it is 
worthy to be taken as a norm with which (llIr Sacred 
Books mnst be measured and then rejected. Let me 
mention the points as I notd\ them down. 
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ORIE::--JT A~D OCCIDENT. 

First, t111t ,. the Koran is uncreate." I find it im
possible even to ll1c1erstancl the meaning of this claim 
for the Koran or any other Book. If it is said that it 
pre-cxist~d in f1C t/wi/jilt of God, why, so did everything 
clse--ancl wherein then can it claim a special character? 
And this is made very clear by what the Koran says 
about the "Pr~servecl Tablet," in which (as is expressly 
said) ill! tlie deeds I!f 111'1/ were written down -not mcrely 
the Koran. 

Sheikh HlIsl/ill--~O, but we say that the substance 
(J..,I.I.A) of the Koran fwd actual existence in the Divine 
Essence ( ~\ .::,,\.) in quite a different sense from that' 
in which the actions of men ate foreknown in the Divine 
thought. These latter did not exist while they were 
merely foreknown: but the Koran existed, just as each of 
the Divine attributes cxisted in the Divine Essencc, for 
we believe the substance of the Koran to be a necessary 
Divine Attribute. And just as there was never a time 
when ti1e Mercy of God (for example) did not exist, so 
there was never a time when the sub<;tance of the Koran 
clid not exist. 

HIlllilli If the Koran merely consisted of general 
statements which el1untiated the Attributes of God in a 
series of propositions. one migbt attac:1 some sort of 
meaning to your notion, for we might in that case say 
that these statemcnts were the self-revelation of God, 
and revealed the sum of His ;lttributes. And in this 
sense it might be possible by a stretch of lan~uage to 
say that sllch a Book was uncrL'ate, meaning by this that 
its CO'itents ,\lTC exclusively concerned with llncreatecl 
thillgs, viz., the eternal attributes of God. But, as a 
lllatter of fact, the enormously greater part of the Koran 
is about earthly e\'ents, stories of Prophets alld un
believers, etc.: and how on earth can these be said to 
have a part ii] the fYi"i!!,' h',\'SCII(', as distinct frOlll the 
Divine foreknowledge? 

Sheikh" j/ld!lll:!l!' The Koran ellLllltiates the eternal 
l1lur~,llav". c\s Sdel1 it is as much :1 Divine ,'\ttri/);Ik as 
the Divine Holiness. 

(j'.'·!~!!.:is :';ut :;0, Sir: very Inan,Y or t~le crJlllll\an(~l.; of 
the 1(oral1 ~-:rc purely tenlporary and ucc~lsio;1:d, senne ()f 

them ahout u';\'i"l matters, cil,ch as nnttcrs concl'P1iil:l; 
~,rohal1Jmc(rs rri\"atc dOll1estic COllccrns. ()tl!cr l")I11-

r:l:C\;cis ~l~ so nu,'r:l, uccasional Lal they unly la"tl'd a 
few yCcl'S ;enc1 then were canccllc;cl. They hacl, un tl":e 
face of it, r:othini,; to do with the eternal moral orchr, 
but wei',' ,;imply clir'~ctions to suit a temporary e!l1E'rgellcy 
and a definite historic sitLlation, How can you then 
pos:;ibly say th,lt sllch local matters or directions concern
ing them were part uf a Necess2.ry Attribute of God! 

H!Ii?!I!? It COlllCS to this: either the Koran pre
(:'xistecl in the sense in which all other events pre-existed, 
in the kllowledge of God, in which case it is itself an 
!lcciliL'lIs and can claim nu snp(:'riority over other ({('cidcll/ill. 
Or, you make particular finite, historical matters part of 
the eternal living Attributes of God, in which case you 
associate something finite with the essence of the 
Infinite One, whie;1 is IshrM: and infidelity! 

EI Hilldi -It is perfectly true that so mue:1 difficulty 
was felt in ole! times in this matter that some Ulema held 
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that the subject-matter of the Koran was partly eternal 
and partly temporal. 

Hallna-Very good-uut what then comes of the 
homogeneous character of the Inspired Book, or its un
createness as a whole, or its pre-existence qua Book? It is 
this notion which I think so mechanical, limitative of 
God, and therefore unworthy of Him: and we have seen 
the logical absurdities with which it is connected. 

F(/l/1}/y--Bllt if the Book did not pre-exist as a book, 
what becomes of the doctrine of the tanzccl (' bringing 
down ') and the whole doctrine of Inspiration? If there 
was nothing to " bring down," then there was no " bring
ing down," i.e., no inspiration. 

HaIlJlll--Parclon me, iJispiratioll may be a fact, and 
the doctrine of lanzcc! an erroneous hypothesis to account 
for that fact. I believe in inspiration, but I think the 
doctrine of tallzcc! is an error and one that degrades 
rather than elevates the idea of inspiration: (1) because 
the doctrine of tallzccl tends to fix the attention of m~n 
on the words rather than Oil the sense, on the means 
rather than the end; and (2) because it takes away all 
distinction from the inspired mall, since his intellect and 
other faculties play no part in the process of inspira
tion. He becomes on the contrary like a mechanical 
instrument - a phonograph, for example. On this 
showing God might just as well have chosen any other, 
even non-human, means to be the medium of revelation
yes, and if he had created a phonograph with which to 
effect this purpose it would have been a much more ac
curate way, and much better safeguarded from human 
carelessness and inaccuracy in the transmission of words. 
If then anyone feels that the doctrines of Inspiration 
(wahy) and t(lnzeet are inseparably connected, it would be 
far safer to dispense altogether with the term wahy and 
to use instead ill/(lm to prevent all misunderstanding and 
obscurity. 

Othman-No, no, the term waliy is not exclusively 
predicated of the Koran. We believe the Prophet was 
always under the influence of a sort of wahy, so that his 
daily acts and words (preserved in the Traditions) are 
inspired and binding on us to follow them, and we rec
kon this as illuIIIl and as practically an inferior form of 
wally. 

Hanna-Well and good; I will not argue the justice 
of that last claim (you know we disagree on the point) ; 
but I only beg leave to think that that it implies what is 
really a higher, not a lower, idea of Inspiration, and 
makes otiose and superfluous the Koranic view, with all 
its paraphernalia of a Tablet and a Tanzeel, which 
Moslems fancy to be so superior. 

Sheikh Husain-The authorised commentators say 
. that the inspiration of the Koran (wally matlll) is the 

supreme form; and that is enough. To inquire too closely 
into the how of things is infidelity. 

Hanna-It is just your enquiries into the how of 
things that I protest against as barren and misleading! 
Let me now, having criticized the transcendental doctrine 
of the Koran, come to the matter of its transcription and 
transmission after its appearance on earth. 

(To be cont ilillcd.) 
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111f1uence of Grecce on the 'It 1 orId. 
()[~ 

What Can an Egyptian Lear!: from the j\ncient Greeks. 
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ancient one. It useel to Lt' ~i.! ('h:tt t1t:lt COll
nf.;ction hLiS llO\V h.l..stecl at !C'.;~.;t ~:1)3uO yt.:~!r~~, i3t1t L_'(~-~:lt 

n2;:-;!...:arch[;<s sho\'\' tha~ 'it i::; a iO~~~-~e( C<":C th::n Li::'lt Ly 1,\JO<) 

ur (::'"\'cn I.500 year.:;, tha[ i~l 3,:,0J \.)1' .-:.:_,0·):) .\'~~~!'~; (i"0111 

to-d~:y . 
i-sut inlpurtant aqd inter:sely i !1tcrcstillf2: though this 

slIbj'ect is, it is afLcr all a branch of the main :>lliJjcCt, 
which is the inflllc;~(e of ancient Greece on the worlc! in 
general. This ini1ucl1ce has been so cxtraorclii1arily 
deep and wiele that we ha\<e felt it best to tr,;at it 
g(~ne(ally, re,;erving the cOjlncction betweel] Greece ancl 
Egypt, and their !11utuzd infll1C~nce 011 each other. for an
other time. 

JlIst think for a lllGmc,1! of the ill t'L!c11 ce of Greece 
on the world. The J~i1s[ \ES been profou,1dly affected 
by IH.:r in religion, philosophy :lnd oflcr branche:; of 
culture. In tlte [Vcsi her influence has bec!l still more 
astonishing, .Western science, philosophy, pOl'try, 
enratory, ]lainting, sculpture, arcbitcctllr.:, :lne! possibly, 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT, fW\ J ~~ ,J' ~\ J+]\; 

even music, may ultimately be traced, directly or in
directly, in whole or in part, to that little country on the 
other side of the blue Mediterranean Sea! 

How is this? 
Up to the sixth century B.c., we may say that Greece 

was the pupil of the East: after' that time she was the 
schoolmistress of the world. This shows us how modern 
the history of Greece is in comparison with that of 
Egypt; for in that sixth century, when Greece began to 
have a national history properly speaking, Egypt had 
cOl/cluded her history as a thoroughly independent nation, 
and had behind her a history of at least 2,500 xears! 

The conflict of Greece with Persia in the fifth 
celllury B.c. is the beginning of the national history 
of Greece proper, her entrance on to the stage of world
history. It is therefore an event that should be im
pressed on the mind of everyone of us. Not only 
so, but ., the West" was born in that struggle. For then 
the West carne forth as it were from the womb of her 
l!:astern n\other, and that not without travail. Then and 
twice since then, let LlS say in passing, has the East, not 
knowing or not heeding, attempted to destroy her own 
offspring i and thrice has·the West refused to be destroy
ed. Let us hopc that those days are over, and that both 
hemispheres will try to learn' each others' secrets rather 
than cut each others' throats! 

,Ve have said that thc Persian wars mark the rise of 
Greece into a political' power, and the beginning of thc 
life 'of the Wcst. The battles of 1\larathOl.1, 490 B.c., and 
Salamis, 480 B.C., are among the decisive battles of the 
world. The enthusiasm they created was so great that 
a fiood of new literary and artistic life seemed to ac
company thc new political life that then began. It is a 
fact that in the ISO years that followed Salamis i.e., 
480-330 B.c. there appeared practically all those Greeks 
who have illfiuenccd the world to the amazingextCl1t 
which we have mentioned. What other ccntury-and
a-half can we point to with a. record quite like that 1 
It is wo,rth while to run overthe list, In Poetry, iEschylus, 
Sophocles,and Euripides (in tragedy), Aristophancs (ill 
comedy), Pindar (in lyric poetry). rll'JIistory, Thucydides 
and Herodotus .. Tn Arclllkct1lrc, Pheidias. In SCII Ipt 11/'1', 

Pheidias and Praxiteles. In Painting, Zeuxis, Polygnotus 
and Apel\es. In Philosophy, Socrates, Plato, and 
Aristotle. In Science, Aristotle, the Bacon of antiquity. 
When we have mentioned these names, what others 
remain (whose lives fell outside these ISO years); who 
exercised an influence comparable with theirs? Hardly 
one, save Homer. 

The diffusion of Greek influence, 
Such were the forces stored up in that little land 

during the fourth and fifth centuries B.C. How did they 
become diffusecl throughout the world, or in other words, 
how did they become actual infiuences on the world in 
general? By two ways, the way of conquest and the way 
of de feat: for it is a curious fact that Greece won her 
greatest victories over her conquerors, and her in
tellectual influence was strongest, when she was politic
ally most negligible. Let ns say a word on each of 
these ways in detai I. 
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The Way of Victory. 

In 333 B.c. the West, under Alexander the Great, 
after having stood on the defensive, for nearly two 

centuries, attacked and overcame the East. Greek 
dynasties were set up in Egypt, in Syria and Asia Minor, 
and in Persia. Their political power was, however, very 
brief, for they one and all fell to the far greater power of 

Rome within two or three centuries after Alexander. 
But during that time other forces besides political force 
were working. The Greek language became the univers-

al language of educated people from the borders of 
India to Italy. And by means o~ the spread of the 
language all the elements of Greek culture flooded the 

civilized world of that day. In many respects the in

fluence of this culture on t~e East was but superficial. 
But the philosophy of Greece affected her profoundly; 
so that although the East is, historically speaking, the 

one and sale teacher of the West in matters religious, it 
is not too much to say that she had to learn the language 

and thoughts of the West in order to make her message 
known and get it accepted. The Sacred Scriptures of 

the Jews were translated into Greek about two centuries 
before Christ; and in this form, not in the original 

Hebrew, they were studied throughout the civilised 

world. The Sacred Scriptures of the Christians were 
-written in Greek, and in this form have influenced the 

whole civilised world to our own day. Had the Koran 
found or wished for a similar vehicle for its diffusion, 

the course of history might have been profoundly altered. 

But as it is, the third great religion has been profoundly 
influenced by Greek thought, for the philosophy of 

AristQtle after having become practically forgotten re

vived in an Arabic translation; it was taught in every 
centre of Moslem learning' through the treatises of Abu 
Stna (Avicen) and Ibn Roshd (Averroes), and was given 

back to the West in retranslations from the Arabic! Such 
is the give-and-take between nations, and even hemi
spheres, in the commerce of thought and culture. And 
lastly, the logic and philosophy primers in the EI

Azhar to-day, show that Aristotle is still the chief 
teacher of those subjects here in the East. The influence 
of Plato, though profound, has been more subtle, and we 

cannot touch upon it here. 

(To be cOlltinlled.) 
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The Influence of Greece--Il. 
The Way of Defeat. 

But Greece diffused her culture and civilisation even 
more effectually when she was politically a cipher than 
when she was victorious, For when in the 2nd and 1st 
centuries B.C., the whole of the Greek world passed 
under the domination of Rome, she lee! her captivity 
captive by imposing her culture and philosophy upon 
the proud nation that had ensla vee! her. Wherever 
Rome went she carried with her the literature l art, and 
thought of Greece, even to the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean and the North Sea. And wherever Christianity 
went, there went Greek philosophy also. Froni the 
Euphrates to Britain Greece was intellectually dominant, 
Rome politically, and Nazareth religiously. 

. And that is not all; for when the invasion of the 
Western Empire hy hordes of barbarians blotted out the 
work of the past, and the lessons of Greek literature 
were forgotten in the West during the Middle Ages, they 
were to some extent kept in mind by the Eastern Christ: 
endom with its centre at Constantinople, and so escaped 
destruction. But when in 1492 the Turks took that great 
capital and overran the Byzantine Empire, ifseemee! as if 
nothing would remain of the glorious structure of Hellenic 
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thou~ht save wreckage. But once more the hour of 
death wa, the bOllr of a rebirth into new life. What the. 
Turk could not use and cast out, Europe gained and 
used. The scholars who fled from CO:lstantinople swarm
ed into Italy bearing with them the precious manuscripts 
of Greek literature. These were studied O:lce more in 
tl1e \Vest by new minds with ne'"" ardour, and an astou:ld
i!lg "re:1aissance" of lcar,liw; and culture was the 
result. The art that then sprang up, whose trC3.smes 
fill the galleries of Europe and are the wonder of the 
trancller, ca11le into being from the impetlls thus given. 
A new literature sprang u) in e.'ery European country, 
uncler the stimulu3 .of the new study of the gloriolls 
works of the past. i\Ie;'I's thou:;ilts were freed from tIle 
chains anc! fetters of tr:cdition, end a new philosophy, a 
new sc;e 1C(:, and a reformed rck!;io'] were the indirect 
result. TlIe fruits of t~1e RCilaiss'l'lCe are sec:] i:1 the 
Egvpt of to-cl1y Wllich ie; iildebted at every point to the 
Greece of the past. And from all this we learn; -

(1) That the greatne;s of a nation anc! the spre1Cl of 
it~ intluc lee cla 110t de)ellcl upon its political power or 
inde!)encleilce but UpO:l its intellectual st{tu3, just bc
caU3e the mind is stro.1ger than tile swore!. E\,;°ypt once 
was the mistr23s of Gre2ce. \ViW should she not kach 
the world again? 

(2) If Eg-ypt to-ciay gioves U) vai:1 pleasures and evil 
wavs a:1(1 strives after true kl1owleclg-e and civiliZltion -
If ~he bys aside religions bigotry, and welcomes truth 
Wllate ler its source Illay be; if she casts aside all olel 
misuncletstanclings and gruc1g-e3 and prefers natio~lal 

unity to any other principle which CZln never be realised 
exee)t by the division of the nation. If she does all 
he;;: thinS's, then Wll0 can tell what a glorious future lS 

in store 1'0;' the olel teaehe~ of the world? 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE CAIRO RELIGIOUS DISCUSSION SOCIETY. 

- - - THE - - -

Cairo Religious Discussion Society. 
(Minutes of ({II IlIlagiliary Society.) 

Inspiration from the Moslem View-Point-Ill. 

Hllllna- Having now criticised the theories of the 
eternity of the Koran and its" descent" and its literal 
inspiration, I beg to proceed to the matter of its trans
mission. And here I maintain (1) that it is simply 
impossible to be certain that we have the 'whole of that 
which was" brought clown," or (2) that what we have is 
exactly what left Mohammed's lips. 

Ko/icll--That is, as I remarked, not a serious matter 
for those of us who believe that God exercised an 
economy in what He caused to be collected into a Book, 
ancl that inspiration is rather of the spirit than of the 
letter: but it is a most serious, nay, a vital matter for 
those who believe that the inspired material was absolute
ly limited in quantity and throughout rigidly defined in 
letter as well as spirit. 

S/ieikh Husain-Precisely, and for this very reason 
we have an account of the transmission of the Koran in 
which there is no shadow ofa flaw. 

Halllla-That is what I deny. I admit it is a wonder
fully good, and quite good _enough to make ns feel con
fidence that the Koran account gives the substance of 
Mohammed's teaching, but it is utterly insufficient for a 
book for which claims are made like the claims made 
for the Koran. For Sitch a book, you must be able to 
prove negatively as well as .positively that the whole 
material of the revelation was collected, and that it was 
collected with absolute accuracy and handed on without 
the smallest change. 

SheiNI Hltsaill--I have done so. 
Halllla-You are far from having done so. First of 

all, on the authority of the undisputed tradition concern
ing Zaid's recension, we know tlJat not all the surahs or 
verses were taken down in writing from Mohammed's 
lips--many of them were merely enshrined "in the 
breasts of men." Many years passed before they were 
first transcribed from the memories of these men by Zaid. 
How then can we be possibly sure that their memories 
had not played them false? 'Such verses in fact, from a 
critical point of view, rank with traditions, and how many 
times have I heard Moslems in attacking the Injeel say 
that you cannot be verbally sure of any traditions that 
were not committed to writing 011 the spot? This attack 
now turns back 011 the Koran, for since we do not know 
which parts of it were transcribed by Zaid from the 
"palm leaves and white stones," on which they had been 
written originally, and which parts wer~ gabcrecl "from 
the br~asts of men," we callnot be sure 0/ the Z.tcral accuracy 
(!( ([ sin/-tle '1'ersl' .' 

Ko!Jl'lI--Yloreover, in t:le account concerning Zaicl's 
recension, we read that verSC3 were only admitted as 
genuine on the testimony of two witnesse3. But it might 

. quite well happen that olle witness migllt have a geriuine 
\-Cr5e which was rejected, ancl two witncs5es might bring 
a spurious or at least a verbally inaccurate verse which 
was arJmitted. You cannot possibly di.sprove this! On 
the contrary, it is more than probable that SUC:l did occur. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

B,I.'ilS ([{[/':iag Ol/t a pajJer frolll his pocket)- -Why, yes, 
what Kohen Effendi said is certainly true, on the show
ing of trustworthy traditions. For example, Muslim says 
that at Basrah Abu Musa Ashari said to 500 Readers, 
"Verily we used to recite (i.e., before the recension of 
Othman) a surall which in length and sharpness we used 
to compare with an arrow. I have forgotten it except 
certain words." Muslim also relates that Abu Musa said 
the same of another lost surah like the "Subuhat.': 
There is also a tradition from Ayesha, the wife of 
Mohammed, that the verse on Giving Suck was known 
at the time of Mohammed, but it is no longer found in 
the Koran. Ayesha also said (by Galal ed Din, on the 
authority of Ibn Abu Miriam, Abu Laheifa, and 'Arwa 
Ibn el Zubair) that" the surat el Ahzab was recited in 
the time of the Prophet with two hundred verses, but 
when Othman wrote out the Koran only what now is 
read was officially approved" (i.e., 73 verses). GaLlI ed 
Din also quoted another tradition from Ayesha (on the 
authority of Ubaid, Ibraheem, Ayyoub, Nafi') "One of 
you'saith, 'I liave learned the whole Koran.' He knoweth 
not what is the whole, for there hath gone from it much 
Koran. Let him rather say, 'I have learned what has 
appeared.''' Muslim also proves that the verse on Ston
ing once occurred in the Koran, and that Umar was so 
convinced of it that he swore by God that only fear 
prevented him from causing it to be entered. By this 
we see that it is certain that many fairly serious omissions 
were made. Therefore, the eternal word of God suffered 
!laks (diminution)! 

Saleem (also taking Ollt II papcr)-Further, even the 
present texts of the Koran differ in ways that involve 
not merely pronunciation, but grammar and meaning, so 
that even different teachings have been founded on dif-

ferent readings; for example, in Surat Mohammecl I);'\; 
, 

for 1->8 where the whole question of the duty of the' 
- . 

Jehad is involved; and similarly in Surat el Hajj ~j;la:. 

tor ~)i\1..' In Surat Qisas ~\.r-\- for ~~. In Su-
- -,., ~ 

rat el Ahzab after r=~. I some add (~I ~ J' In 

Surat Miriam '~J';'~' for jJfi· In Surat en Nisa .~ .. _ '-'M M 

is corrected i nt~ ~ -> ... ~ 
~ ,-

In Surat An'am ua-~. is read 

~M' And in Surat Al Amran a difference in punctlla

tion(before or after the word ":"~l::..M) makes alI'the 

difference whether a Moslem has -not, or has, freedom to 
spe<,:ulate on the meaning of difficl1lt verses. And there
fore. just as my friend Bulus has proved that the Koran 
lus suffered a certain amount of olllissioll, so I maintain 
tint it is clear it has suffered a certain a~llount of clWllp;C. 

Sheikh JIlisaill-Mr. President, this is utterly abOl1lin
abL::. To l1lake such attacks on the Koran is an offence 
wOrt 11Y of the direst punishment, and is threatened 'with 
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as much by the Prophet. The" changes" which that 
man mentioned are contemptible; they are mere" read
ings" in the legitimate Moslem sense. 

Hall 11 11--- Mr. President, in the first place they are not 
mcre "readings" in the Moslem sense. They are actual 
differences in grammar and vocabulary. In the next 
place the Sheikh dOeS not see that we are not attacking 
the Koran at this moment, but simply a theory of In
spiration. I aclmit that on a different theory of lnspira
tiOIl such diminutiOiis and alterations might be considered 
as trivial; but on t'he current Moslem theory (to which 
we are objecting) they are nut trivial matters, but vital. 
They either must make you change your theory or deny 
your Book. For the theories of previous - existence, 
tIlIlZ:'!'!, literal inspiration, Clnclliterally-accurate-transmis
sion are all bound up together. It is this last link that 
connects you, the i'cader, with God, tiJe Author. if it 
snaps, tbe whole chain is gone; for what is the use of 
the tal1z:'ci and the literal inspiration if the inspirecl 
words were not equ Illy, literally, and exactly preservecl 
- as we kl1LW they have not been. My conclusion is, 

that jll"t because the condition of literally exact irans
mission has not been and can never be fulfilled, the 
theory of literal inspiration, with its corollaries of [{/II,S:'''! 

and pre-existence must be given up too. as we saw on 
other grounds they should be given up. And we arc 
thus left free to adopt a more spiritual view of inspira
tion. 

BI/Il/sAnd further, the whole ground of attack on 
the Injecl and Tourat on the score of inaccuracy of trans
mission and selection of material falls to the ground. 

Sheikh Abda/lah--You are robbing us of the Word of 
Goel, and of our God Himsclf! For unless I can believe 
in a Book in which man had no part and God every part, 
I have no reason for believing in God. 

H(/J/J/a--Nay, my brother. Not even the Moslems 
.has succeeded i;l eliminating the human element from 
Inspiration man had his hand (as we have seen) in 
the tram;mission of the Koran, as he has in the trans
mission of every book, and especially such books as the 
Koran .. In one 'vorel, if you pin your faith to a book as 
book you are lost! first, because we· see that the most 
elaborate pains cannot gUarantee the exact tral,smissioll 
of the original, and secondly, because the very slavish
ness of the care for the letter demanded by this theory 
has al~ays tended to the worship of the letter < .. ne! the 
neglect of the spirit. This is the lesson that God teaches 
me in the fact of His having permitted a margin of 
textual uncertainty in all His Sacred Books without 
exception. 

El Hindi -But at least the text of the Koran is much 
more uniform than that of the Tounit or Injeel. 

jll..\; d\~J • "4.."J:> ~Y lr, ollJ.:c.Y\ "';"~ ,"Jo.-.'11 J\a; J l..\ 
J~J:llJ 0Tjl\ ~lj\ If y4~ J)Y\'j)l ~l:.r·->:. )i ~i) y:J 

~\J..1J;.,LL .::;W~~.a..:-: ~'J4 '-t-:~ ;i,;.AI.Jit:l\J J).\ 'r? ,.,II., 

l.. ~ Y y.. ~ 4.l._Ll \ .:.. .. .4 .. .4i .:..I:..i ... b \! ~ ~ l!.lL4~ ~J 1 J' ;; y>-Y I . . " 

J._A..l; ~9~~ <II. 13' JU J ,,:ill k~ r I~I J)-' i.,? ,.,II.., ~':'::ll ~; 

.1 Jr j\ \~ ~_)\J;.'''' , l: .. J) ~ j~9J.:J~ ,}jl\ .:;~T U.J.AI" )~ 

...r}~ ol~,,\l1 hI ~,JI,:.;~ «(",:.;IJ ) r" ~ ,:;9..l.tl J}.\ ,J.:i:ll 
. -. 
<J ..J> 1 <$ \.1, ..:L~ j \ l:] ~-> J ~l j \II) ,j~;:JI .::;lil .. :..., J )-1 

j }. I ':';4 ;S"\ CJ)\ ..;:-::"~ (..5>,.,11 , .. 
,J;t;: J ~ ;..\11 ("J." J- ifl,;c-YI; I!U.3 ,:.;" )\..a;) - : v-1y' . . 

~:~J>\ iJ. .. ] J1~ lJ'.:o\-'4 ,-:",16i\J J:fY1J ;;\).,.:)\ 

~ l~ J ~l I "': l:..(, l.:. \ l: .. ; xLi rC; I - : ~ \ J,_~" r=-:.!.l \ 

,j" U"'~g ~ ~~; ~~I f J.;I.\ J! 6v;.; ~.J''::'l. J.;:\ J>ol ';) '-:"'t~ t: -''':-; 
"'~ .)14:c-)iJ tb 

e e ~ 

If4~"j\ \J+:-~ ~ ~-Q;\ ,>, .... YI ~~\ j\9 t.)l1 1r:1 ')'( - : I:> .' J ",;,,~i '" j(" (~I) l.. J'- ' jU'i1 j Y ...r}\ 0" <$ ~I .J'a.: ... lI 

t y 0 A ~I ",;,,:.('\\ l:..- '1) J>\ ,-:",l:) f J;\~ J ~ jT..J.a.l\ j9l:: 

,-:",l:«t. ",;,l:.'1J L·oll4:,,\ L:"~J I~\ t:..:I (.£J~L}~"~J. »lI 
... .... .. 

J-"",Y\ J~ J .lk3..1 0" 4.....4..1\ ).>....~\ ('1)1) I!U~J L'\h>I.>..a.; . , . 
... l.: .. ~ .. i..l.9 l.. \.:l.lI> J • ~ .. tI J 1 c.JJ~ ~i.. ..j )- ~ ~!.illj Y (\~ ~ J) 

.::;L( 0 A ~; ",;,,;1.:; ~ ~.!.l10" J1 ~W~ C ...... J.9 ~\ j-,'I ~ 
L:4 !;". 1 ..)4 ;_)1 JlI>;"1 J .yl.'~ L:,.l~ \ .l!.~ • .,'1 ~ i ;. .... J.:ill ~) 

..j)-~ 
- - ~ - ......: 

j:fYl j ;;I)-,:!I .::;~I ,:.;_ <\l"~1 J Jol\ jIJQ.\I,:.;~J, - : <$od.\ 
, . 

!It,,,., . l!.J..:4 J)Y • t;lJ.:-- ~ d\:' J.Jk> <$IJ _: l~ 
,,- .... 

~~_i '.f t~ ;;:, ";-1.4.:\1J-\ j\.JQ.\\f!-i j\ '" J YI ~J>\ ~+~) .. . .. ;. 

~ 4.~_; ol J?-Yo ";..1.- YI ~\J' 4..-aA:>- ~_i J\ '::"9 ..J>I 4.~ ... 1 

~ J;.T jts:: J Y J ~ ~-> ~J.:-, ~I.:; JY ~ Y\ jl:~ ~ 
JJ)l1 4!J.I J\ t",¥ C.J. ~ 4.:-';d\L:lI> j~ \~I~; I~)' ~.t~,IJ 

j~ &i ~ 4.:-.i '~Y.""J~) .ff ,:.;CIJ' <$j:.J.\ ~)tl\ 0" 

..u:-JI-,9)1 ~.lk. Jj:- ~) •. i ~~ 0" ;J~:. j -'(~ jl 0" .AI, W 
~ ~ ~ V" 

l..11.)lI> J?" "'lj~1 ~.lk .. l~\ ..I._A:c-\ ~\ r . ~\) ~ ~.lktl ;Lt 
Halll/il True, but that does not affect the principle. ! ~ t;? 

:Moreover, all copies of the Koran have descended from , 
one parent copy which is now destroyed and which was 0.) J?- -,il j\~\ C:-i J~Uai .:.i\ ~~ if y...:a;J -: ~y. 
itself removed by two stages from the lips of Mohammed. ~ • 
Personally I do not believe ill the existence of one of l:.:.~~ ~)I..:.j ..;>-1 IrA: ~L,.YI 4,~.J1 jl l: .. J,,~ .. .c?1 J.,j~ 
Othman's original copies in the Mosque of Husain in j~ JIJ>I jl! . ~ ..:....;("It-; ~-il\ a jl j j~J. 
Cairo, or anywhere else; I c10ubt whether there exists - • r 
any MS. belonging to the first century of the Heg-ira. l..1 . u,,- .ff jl..;11 .1yA.i.1 ~.I J.t <G,;_i "4..b ..1...1. 4,A..UI t:-.~. 
But even if one of Othman's copies were extant, it is . K" I, I_r' . 
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Mohammed's words. In fine, you are (I gladly admit) 
guaranteed substantial accuracy: but literal accuracy or 
substantial completeness-no! 

BlIllls -Moreover the value of the uniformity of the 
existing copies of the Koran is indeed largely discounted 
just. because their parent copy was destroyed, for we 
have no means of proving that that copy was itself a 
good one. Such a process as that of Othman's who, 
when he had made his copy, burned all previous existing 
ones, may really only perpetuate and register mistakes. 
Now our Manuscripts come from all parts of the ancient 
Christian World, and nothing is concealed. By compar
ing them together you may arrive at the essence of the 
original-and tlie -ucrydiifi'rolccs hl'collle' a witlless to that 
ullchangcable original csssellce. Imagine two masters dictat
ing two pieces, extempore, to two different classes of 
boys. The first master destroys all the boys' versions, 
except one, and does not correct that one. The second 
master keeps all the versions, mistakes and all. Now in 
which case would you have most confidence of being 
able to reproduce the original? Certainly the second 
c· se, for by comparing all the copies you can eliminate 
the mistakes and arrive at the original. In the first case 
you have indeed uniformity-- for only one copy is left; 
but as it may itself have been full of errors you have no 
sense of security, since the means by which it might 
have been compared and verified have for ever been 
destroyed. 

Sheildl HlIsain- -1 fail to find words to express my 
digust at these peddling objectiollS. Man needs a direct 
revelation of the Word of God, and that revelation must 
be by a Book, and that Book must have been brought 
down intact and transmitted intact. And only the Koran 
fulfils all these conditions. 

Halll/a - Assertion is no argument, Sheikh. It is 
your theory of Inspiration that we have attacked, as not 
nHi!eting the very need you have mentioned, viz., of a 
direct revelation of the Word of God. I a bsolutely share 
that feeling of need, ancl further I greatly admire the 
Moslem demand that the Revelation, or the Word, should 
have eternally existed in the Essence of Gael. It is a 
true demand, founded on a true need of the soul. Only 
I find that the demand is not satisfied, if that Word or 
Revelation is absolutely identified with a Book. Thank 
Goel, however, this noble imagination of Islamic theology 
has been realised, and this craving, of Islam can there
fore be satisfiecl-- but not by any Book as such, however 
inspired. And with joy I ask the leave of the President 
to lay before this Society some principles of Inspiration 
gathered from the study of the Injeel which show how 
self-revelation is of the nature of God, alld how the 
Word of God '(vas eternally in the essence of God and 
was revealed in all fulness to men, and how revelation 
is related to the Inspiration of the Book which perpetuates 
it. Have I your leave, NIr. President? 

The Presidellt -Yes; and we may defer the remai nder 
of the controversy till we hear what you have to sayan 
the positi ve side. The session is concluded. 
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• 
ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 

~----- -- - ----~~---~ ---------;--~-

The Discovery at OxyrhYllcus. 
THE news that a fragment of ancient literature, in-

cluding sayings attributed to Jesus Christ, has been 
found at Oxyrhyncus, in Upper Egypt, has already 
excited some interest in the Egyptian press. We could 
not but think, however, that the title under which one of 
our Christian contemporaries announced the matter(viz., 
Injeelllil M{(fkood) (" A Lost Gospel") was unfortunately ~ 

and unwisely chosen, for its effect must be to cast a 
gratuitous sturnbling-block in the way of our Moslem 
friends, who cannot be expected to clear up such ambi
guous terms by careful and discriminating study. 

We have, therefore, thought it wise to lay some 
observations before our Readers, so that all misunder
standing may be removed as to the import of this 
discovery. 

And first we need hardly say that if II/jcel is used in 
the sense in which every Moslem knows and uses the 
word, it has not been and cannot be lost (majkood). The 
volume we handle to-day, which is itself a collection of 
inspired Books, is the same as that given by God to the 
Christian Church from the first. In this sense no Injeel 
bas ever been "lost," and therefore, no Injeel can ever 
be " found." 

Again, if IlIjeci is used in the limited sense as one of 
the received and authoritative accounts of the life of 
Christ (which we prefer here to call Bisha'ir). then here 
again no such Injeel has been ,. lost," and therefore, no 
such Injeel can ever be "found." The four authoritative 
Bisha'ir known by the names of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, were selected at the outset by the Divine 
Providence as being the true and sufficient account of 
the wonderful Life of Christ; they were thus sealed 
with His seal, being received by the Church of Christ 
as the one record to which all should appeal. From 
this point of view, then, their number can neither 
be added to nor diminished, nor is there in relation to 
them any question of losing or finding. 

If Inject, however, is used in yet a third sense (and it 
is most desirable it should not so be u"ed, for terminal 
ambiguities in these matters are unscientific and de
plorable), viz., allY record of the life and sayings of Christ, 
true, or untrue, early or late, authoritative or unauthorita
ti ve, real or fictional, then of course there may be " lost 
gospels" and" found gospels," just as there may be even 
"forged gospels:" But what is the use of confusing 
disti~1ct things by covering them all with a single term? 
It would be far better to use distinct terms for distinct 
things, and in the remainder of this article we shall, 
therefore, use the following terms with their appropriate 
meanings: (1) Injee/--meaning the Inspired Christian 
Volume as a whole, including all its sacred Books. It 
should, however, be borne in mind that the word in the 
Greek properly means 'the "message of good news," and 
is only applied to the Volume because tire latter contains 
that message of good news. God's message of good 
news to man was not that Book. but Christ and His Life 
and Teaching and Work. The Book, however, being the 
only index to that Life, Teaching, and Work, may be, 
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therefore, itself called in a derived sense the Message of 
Gooel News or Injeel. 

(2) Bishd'ir--meaning the four authoritative records 
of Christ's earthly life, as distinct from the rest of the 
Injeel or New Testament which tells of His teachilig 
(Zlter His ascension into Heaven and the sending of the 
Holy Ghost to His Church. 

(3) Traditions-meaning all other sayings or events 
attributed To Jesus Christ from whatever source. Some 
of these might be absolutely genuine and some not. An 
instance of a genuine one is that given in Acts xx., 35. 
"It is more blessed to give than to receive." But as 
regards those not included in the Illjeel or New Testa
ment, it is practically impossible to establish their 
genuineness by external evidence, and they are not, 
therefore, of value as determining matters of faith, 
though we may derive much profit from them if they 
harmonise with the spirit of the four Bisha'ir. 

Traditions are therefore divisible, theoretically:
(I) True traditions embodied ill allothl'r part of the llijed 

(N ew Testament), such as the one quoted from the Book 
of Acts, and those found in Acts i. Such are of -course 
absolutely equal in value to the Bisha'ir themselves, 
which indeed (as we shall show in a future number) are, 
and in the nature of the cc.se can only be, True Tracli
tions," that is to say, genuine accounts of the Inspired 
Life, Words and Work of Christ. 

(2) Trill' traditions /lot incllldf'd ill the Injeel. This how
ever is a purely hypothetical case, for as we have pointed 
out, God seems to have ordained that what is enshrined 
in the Injeel is to suffice us, by making it impossible for 
lIS to prove the genuineness of any tradition not included 
in it. But speaking theoretically it is perfectly possible 
that such true traditions exist or may be discovered, for 
we are expressly told in St. John xxi., 25, that" many 
other things Jesus did," and that only the utter impos
sibility of chronicling them all compelled the selection 
of some. We are also told by St. Luke in his Preface 
that ,. many have taken in hand to draw up a narrative 
concerning the matters which have been fulfilled among 
us, even as was delivered unto them by those who from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses of the Word." From 
all of which we see that there were many other things 
which might have bee;] recorded of Christ's life and 
words, and also many others who actually did record 
them. From which it follows that if we could discover 
one of those accounts mentioned by St. Luke and be sure 
'" its gl'nllilleness, it would have very great value indeed. 
But it is improbable, nay, practically impossible, for 
these two conditions to be satisfied. And if we ask 
further why St. Luke left those accounts aside, the reply 
is, (a) most probably he embodied most of them in his 
own account; (b) God has taken care that everything 
typical and essential has been included in the Bisha'ir, 
and therefore it was not necessary to give llS'tllOre. There 
is an economy of God as well as of men. 

(3) Traditiolls in general harmony with the Bishd'ir bllt 
{'xpalltil'd f,y {[varying alllollnt of imaginary material. These 

* (In the high and technical sense of that word known thro.JghoJt the ~ast.) 
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may originally have been written without the least in~ 
tention to deceive-simply as a pious and reverent 
exercise of the imagination. - Their value to us would 
si.mply be their indication .of the effect produced by the 
character of Christ on early generations of Christ:ans. 

(4) Forged traditions---i.e.. containing elements de
liberately invented, chiefly in the second century, ill 
order to establish some new doctrine, and in direct con
flict with the Bisha'ir on essential points, and therefore, 
false. They were often attributed to Apostles, in order 
to secure acceptance. but the claim can never be made 
good. Such are the Gospels of "Peter," "Barnabas" 
(much later), "the Hebrews," etc. 

As to the discovery at Oxyrhyncus, as far as we can 
see from the account which its discoverer, Dr. Grenfell, 
has given of it, -there is no intrinsic reason why it should 
not'belong to class (2); but more probably it belongs to 
class (3). It seems to be perfectly in accord with the 
spirit of the Bisha'ir, being a conversation supposed to 
have taken place hetween Jesus and a Pharisee about 
ceremonial ablution, and a vindication by Jesus of the 
ablution of heart and spirit as being the only one of the 
slightest value before God. This of course is precisely 
the teaching of Jno. iii., 5. Matt. xv., I-20, xxiii., 25, 26, 
etc.; it is the teaching of Jesus from the beginning to 
end of His ministry; and therefore, a "tradition" like 
this whatever its precise historic value, has great moral 
value, as indicating at least the profound moral effect 
the spiritual teacning of Christ had on the early genera
tions of Christians, and the strength of the blow He 
dealt at that last and greatest manifestation of man's 
perverseness, religious formalism. 

We hope that these remarks will enable our Readers, 
Moslems and Christians alike, to receive and study such 
discoveries as these with profit and without excitement or 
misunderstandings. 

"The Radiant Morn Overcast." 
THE roseak hues of early dawn, 

The brightness of the clay, 
The crimson of the sunset sky, 

How fast they fade away! 
o for the pearly gates 0f hea\'en 

o for the golden floor! _. 
o for the Sun of Righteousness 

That setteth nevermore! 

The highest hopes we cherish here, 
How. fast they tire and faint! 

- How many a spot defiles the robe 
That wraps an earthly saint! 

o for a heart that never sins! 
o for a soul washed white! 

o for a voice to praise our King, 
Nor we'lry day or night! 

Here faith is ours, and heavenly hope,_ 
And grace to lead llS higher; 

But there are perfectness and peace 
Beyond our best desire. 

o by Thy love and anguish, Lord. 
Oby Thy Life laid clown, 

Grant that we ·fall not 'from Thy grace, 
Nor cast away Ollr crown! 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. ISRAEL. 

Israel. 
THE sun of a J1e,\' clay had risen on Jacob, as, halting 

from the effect of that Angel's touch upon his thigh, 
he climbed slowly up the steep northern scaur ot the 
deep cleft of Jabbok and rejoined the caravan on the 
broad table-lands of Gilead. The sun was flooding these 
rolling uplands with the white brilliance of morning 
light, and lo! its light revealed a d<lrk spot in the 
distance. which could be seen to be a troop of men with 
its little forest of spears. It was Esau and his four 
hundred, sigllalled the previous night by Jacob's mes
sen6ers, and now in full advance to meet the defenceless 
caravanserai from Padan Aram. The crisis had come, 
and Israel went to meet it like a mall, alone in advance 
of the women and children. The blessing of the Angel 
w'as fresh upon him, yet it is not inadmissible to believe 
that his human heart throbbed wildly as the distance 
lessel1ed between him and his brother. He bowed re
peatedly in unfeigned humility to the ground as Esan 
approached ne~m:r and nearer, and as finally the linea-
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ments of his features became distinguishable .... One 
glance would tell him whether the gift of the previous 
night had reached his heart, or not .... oh joy! God be 
thanked! not wild vengeance but a brother's affection 
was written on Esau's face! Under the stress of his tin.:.' 
controllable feeling that brother quickened his pace, ran 
to meet him who had wronged him, embraced him, fell 
on his neck. He kLssed him. And then the storm of 
pellt-up emotion in Jacob's breast, mingled of penitence 
and affection and gratitude and unutterable relief, burst, 
and he wept on his brother's neck, and E~au wept on 
his. 

The character of Esau comes out just as we should 
have expected: naturally d nobler and more attractive one 
than that of Jacob. Only it was destitute of the spiritual 
aspiration of Jacob's cJlaracter, which therefore possessed 
greater and sublimer potentialities, though originally 
cumbered. and still complicated, with much that was 
fleshly and mean. Whether Esau had originally started 
to meet Jacob in wrath and God had used Jacob's present 
to touch his heart; or whether the desire for vengeance 
had long since gone, we know not. Probably Esau, 
successful man of the world as he was (for in these 
twenty years he had become a chieftain in the southern 
territory of Edom), most likely now thought less than 
ever of both birthright and blessing, w'hich now seemed 
more unsubstantial than ever beside the realised goods 
of life. He had, therefore, probably pardoned the trick 
which robbed him of what was, after all, valueless to 
him, and now perhaps only set out in force to meet 
Jacob because he thought that he, too, had armed re
tainers and was coming home to try conclusions with his 
brother. But when he understood by the present sent 
forward the previous night and the piteous and abject 
spectacle of that defenceless caravan that he hac! to 
fear nothing, brotherly affection found no obstacle to 
stay it, and the pathetic scene recounted above took 
place. 

In the remainder of the scene we are made to see 
that Israel had not yet fully overcome Jacob. He is still 
afraid of Esau and Esan's men. He desires to be riel of 
them, He says he is going to follow in the rear of Esau 
until he comes to Edom. Yet when Esau had departed 
he turns in exact.[y the opposite direction, descends the 
steep declivity of the hills of Gilead into the deep cleft 
of the Jordan; crosses thatriver, and ascends the opposite 
hill into the heart of the land of Canaan, and pitches his 
tent ~here Abraham first pitched his, by Shechem, the 
Nablus of to-day. 

Some commentaturs say that Jacob parted from Esau 
because he felt that he as God's chosen one had nought 
in common with his uncovenanted brother, and felt that 
he would be better apart from him. True, but even so 
it would have been nobler for an "Israel in whom was 
no guile ,. not to have given Esau the impression that he 
was coming irnmediately after him, and then turned the 
opposite way. 

But, as all of us know, the old Adam 'dies terribly 
hard, and especially that part of our old nature which is 
cowardly and prevaricating and crooked. And this is 
why we come now to' a sad and disappointing part of 
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J~cob's life when the lessons of the past seem to have 
been forgotten, the lessons of Bethel and Peniel, and' 
Israel seems to have relapsed agdin into Jacob. 

After the vision, temptation. Ev.en our Saviour ex
perienced thi.s, and conquered. Jacob did not conquer. 
Let those of us who S:lY we are regenerate look to Jacob 
for warning and Jesus for hope. and go forward more 
nobly on our way. 

. 
'":"' ~ '-;' J' 

\II J~ \'1 .\j,lt> '":"' )~J (7l\ !':;.\ J-! J ~\.yO.Il ~A..l ~jJ; .j\ 

'":"' ~ 4...a; J\ '":"'l:l\'1 jJ\ )a.~. Jtll j~ ~\ JJ\'\.j\ 

IS)~ J rl. '. ~ t,. Jj,>..::\ J 

Israel---J acob. 
Abraham, freshly arrived from Haran, entered Ca

naan at Shechem. There God first appeared to him and 
gave him the first renewal of the Great Promise, and 
there Abraham built his first altar, and for the first time 
"called on the name of the Lord" in the land that had 
been promised him (Gen. xii., 6, 7). If Jacob's motive 
was that he might follow the consecrated steps of his 
grandfather and repeat his sacred acts, it was a beautiful 
and holy motive. But he did not follow him closely 
enough; for Abraham passed on immediately to Bethel 
(Gen. xii., 8), the very place of all others to which Jacob 
should have hastened. But Jacob, alas for him! tarried 
'at Shechem, "before the city;" nay, he did what neither 
Abraham nor Isaac had done, he bought a piece of land 
on which to settle-a false step, for it meant that he 
acquired part of the promised land by other than the 
way of faith. Then he sunk a well, to mark his intention 
of settling even more strongly. And although he erected 
an altar as though to consecrate the place, yes, and 
calleEl it after his new name (for he called EI-Elohe
]srael), yet, as far as we know, God added no blessing. 
No message of God marked the act. The heavens were 
silent unto him. And the very name of the altar seemed 
but to point sadly how far Israel had once more yielded 
to Jacob. 

The bitter fruits of this declension may be read in 
the 34th chapter of Genesis, and the 35th, verses 2, 4· 
We read there a tale of shame. We see the evil fruits 
of polygamy and concubinage in children evilly brought 
up, wild and unrestrained in their passions; a father 
unable to control his children; mothers, perhaps, with
out a desire to do so; a daughter unguarded and 
uninstructed going to a woman's ruin and shame; sons 
making their father's name to stink by an act of black 
treachery done in the name of revenge and defending 
the family honour (t), while their father can do nothing 
more than utter a feeble protest, not in the name of his 
God, but in the name of his' own personal safety! Oh 
shame on human nature, that its Israel so easily sinks 
back into the old life of Jacob. And yet that is not the 
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saddest. It will be remembered that when Abraham 

turned to the one true God it is not said that the family 

in Haran die! also. And in fact we learn unmistakeahly 

that Laban and even Rachel retained many heathen 

practices and superstit~ons (see xxxi., 30-35). Such was 

the atmosphere in which Jacob's women and children 

lived. Now formerly, as we gather from Gen. xxxi., 32, 

these heathen practic es were concealed from Jacob. But 

alas now, in this period of moral and spiritual slackness 

at Shechem, there was no need for concealment. Idolatry 

was openly practised In the household of Israel, and 

Jacob, though he did not practise it, permitted it (see 

xxxv., 2, 4). Oh shame on our fallen nature that so easily 

sinks back into the slough from which it was raised! 

that the bright morning of Penuel is so soon overcast by 
the dismal clouds of Shechem ! 

And in this unworthy manner ten whole years were 

passed, and all the while the aged Isaac was passing his 

sad old age desolate a nd alone, for it seems almost 

certain that Rebecca was now dead. It seemed as if 

Bethel and the Gael of Bethel were forgotten, together 

with the call of the God of Bethel in Haran (xxxi., 13). 

Anel only the mercy of God, who never leaves his weak 

children, but though they fall seventy times seven for

gives them and saves them, drew Jacob away from 

Shechem and brought him ax lin to Bethel, after thirty 

years from the night when he saw the vision of the lad
der that joined earth to heaven. 

A ncl we shall see thereafter how the remainder of 
Jacob's life seems almost one long punishment;' as 

though nothing short of that would suffice to rid his soul 

finally froql the choking weeds of his old nature, and 

bring it forth purified and made perfect by sufferings, 

i.:hanged fully into Israel in whom is no guile .. Truly 

Goel afflic~s those whom he loves. But better far to be 

thus afflicteel by tHe divine fire of suffering than to live 

:and dre at ease in'our ·sijlsanel sensualitie~, at h;me in 

the w~rld. and un:(it for .the presence of God ilY Heaven.' 

W.e. add .no "lesson.s" on this period of Jacob's 

declension. L~t him that has ears to hear, hear. 
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"T'he Return." 

DETCRK, 0 wanderer, to thy home, 
I \ Thy Father calls for thee; 
No longer now an exile roam 

In guilt and misery: 
Return, return. 

Return, 0 wanderer, to thy home, 
'Tis Jesus calls for thee: 

The Spirit and the BricL~ say, 'Come'; 

o now for refuge fie' .. : 
Rdurn, return. 

Return, 0 wancler~r, to thy home:, 
'Tis madness to delay; 

There are no pardons in the tomb, 
And brief is mercy"; clay: 

RetuPl, return. 
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The Return to Bethel. 
HU~IAN nature seems easily to slip back into the old 

unworthy life from which God has saved it. Twice 
has this happened in the life of Jacob which we have 
been studying, once when the Vision at Bethel was 
succeeded by the twenty years at Paclan Aram; and 
once when the Vision at Penuel was sllcceedeci by the 
years of shame at Shechem. r n each case it was the 
voice of God that mercifully awoke Jacob out of his 
worldly slumbers and bade him remember his destiny as 
Israel (xxxi., r 3 and xxxv., 1)_ ' 

There is a close and touching parallel between this 
part of Jacob's career and part of Abraham's. Abraham, 
also, had a double association with Bethel. Like Jacob 
he had there raised a memorial to God and calle.d on His 
Name 111 the first flush of his spiritual life in the promis
ed land (Gen. xii., 8). Like Jacob, he had suffered a 
period of declension immediately thereafter, going down 
into the uncovenanted land of Egypt as Jacob into 
Haran, and becoming implicated there with the world 
and the world's crooked ways (Gen. xii., 10-20). And 
finally, like Jacob, that period over, he returned to the 
scene of that earl v blessing "even to Bethel, unto the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning, unto the 
placc 0/ the Llltar whicli he had 'made tliere at tlie first; and 
there A.bram called on the Name of the Lord." Thus did 
Abraham seek the rest which his soul had lost at the 
place where he last enjoyed it, and renewed the covenant 
that had been let slip for a moment at the very altar on 
which it had first been made. 

Even so Jacob. God ill his mercy awoke him out of 
his lethargy at Shechem. He put away the idols which 
had made his household forget God, and thus sanctified 
himself and his family for a solemn renewal of his self
consecration. Southwards they journeyed, in the-Very 
tracks of his grandfather Abraham, along the very road 
that the traveller in Syria from Nablus to El Kuds treads 
to-day. It is a lonely road, and Bethel is but a bare 
height. A modern writer has thus described it. " .. , a 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE RETURN TO BETHEL 

lO:1g range of broken hills running North and South. 
The eastern slopes. bleak and tempest-riven, descend to 
Jordan. The western slopes lie toward the more thickly
peopled parts of Palestine, The mou~tain slopes are 
strewn with large slleets of bare rocks -most prone as 
grave-stones, some erect as cromlechs. No house is 
within sight, no cultivated lands; no domestic animals 
share the rule of the eagle and the wild-goat." Anel 
Bethel was but a peak on that wilelmountain-siele. strewn 
with its gre)' limestone boulders; yet, it had been as the 
very gate of Heayen to Jacob, and those great grey 
stones had been as very stairs to that gate. With what 
overwhelming feelings did he now see the place again, 
and search in the dimly-remembered scene for the pillar 
which he raised! It is with a breaking heart that a man 
sometimes faces the ghost of his vanished past. and the 
ideal which his youth once saw, but his manhood lost. 

But God ! there is no ~nd to the tender mercies of 
God. There was still hope for Jacob. And thus it came 
to pass that when he had built his altar as though finally 
acknowledging the faithfulness of God and seeking for 
the renewal of the old covenant, God answered his 
re'juest hy appearing to him once more, and once again 
re:,ewi ng the promise in all its fulness and preciousness, 
tint the land should be his and the royal nation's which 
should descend from him. 

And finally Jacob did exactly as he had done before 
-he raised a memorial-stone, poured oil (the symbol of 
divine grace) upon it, renamed the place" Godis House," 
and journeyed on his way with a conscience and soul at 
peace. 

How infinitely touching and true to the facts of 
spiritual experience is this story of the patriarch of old. 
Let us seek to apply it to ourselves even more closely 
than llsual. 

It is very exceptional to find a life with an unbroken 
"ecord of upward moral and ~piritual progress: a life 
that has not to deplore some lapse at some time, some 
falling away from the times of spiritual elevation and 
blessing, some obscuring of the bright ideal placed by 
God in the heart. Would to God this were not excep
tional! We firmly believe that it might be so; that 
it is possible for the disciple to stick so close to Christ, 
Who never faltered or went back, that by the power of 
His Spirit his life also goes ever from strength to strength, 
endowed with grace upon grace. Such may be the 
experience of some of our Readers. Thrice blessed are 
they! 

But the Bible's messa?;e is, thank God! for the dis
heartened and imperfect as well-a message· of cheer 
and hope. To him who did run well, and slackened off; 
to him who has lost his first love; to hirll who feels" he 
is further off from Heaven than when he was a boy"
to all snch. the story of Jacob says clearly and sweetly 
" Do not despair: you may still attain." 

We need not attempt to define the ways which 
Sata n uses to deflect the soul: perhaps it is the sudden 
acquisition of wealth ~perhaps the acquisition of repu
tation -perhaps it is some new earthly interest or new 
cJrthly affection --perhaps it is some old lust in a new 

0~/Y\ ..;. fol Jr!l1 ~)J~\ J..a::J J'.)JI ,,~ ;;\~\? J 
oJ-GJlJ..I .::..1)~ L.IJ ,41.".L. .)~J.~ ~f.I\ )J..l>)I\ L.I - ~ 

j> )l1~\J ~..vrIJ 4.:>-?)l1 ;;)~ ~ ~ ~~I )~~ 
, ...... ,.,,, JI" 

l:kl ~\r.>)I, ~,)j .. L;.,;1 \'J~. ~L:.. J.WI tSJ.)lJ .::.>\~) 

J...\ ~. ,)\ ~ )I J Ij,.,. yl.,:-- J ~ tj\J ~ ~. r r.JI J.! 
..:..i1S" ~(l J • ~)t..JI ).,~~ r etl )J-A-> '1\ ~~ .y .:,.;1)" 

JI ~. )I J • --:->~\ ~~ J\ tr. JJ. l..L l~)~> J ~~ '":"~ '":" ~ 
• 

.)~'.)-,wJI tSl)J~l:J1 ;rUl,..,u.l;, U ~bJ .::..)t:',~LL.,...\ 

'. ~L. jl Jla;,.L. \~L;)I\ .)I.;~.~ ~~.:..., ~'" ~ .. \ii -\;.)1)" ~~I 
~.~.-!- ~..JI .::..1)1)" ~ ~ j~~ ); ~ -I)"J .. ~ j> j.U:. __ ~" 

4..;:'\.i~)~J ~\YJ 
• ~-" --:-> -"'~ JL.\ .:..:~ ~~J ~ 'l' ~\ r>11J'" ~C\J 
':L.~ \;1)\ ,-iii ~~\) tjJ.\ .t.; .:,~ ~\ ~\ ~\ ~~ 

~...I.:--J ~t:' '" ~t ~ ,":,,~I dl.)\ (¥I ~.~ ~J ~,
~....i\J "''';' )\'\ ~.)~ .~\ \...I.~'J ~\i,) J ~~ ~ ...I.t"\1 ~ 

":l~1 4,)" ~.?: <$~I ~fo\ 
jo) ':"~)'J ) ~j ~ j~~J l;L' T~ ,-" --:-> ~ ~\i\ ,,!,U';~J' 
)L.. i;./ ~\:J « .;»1 .::..:. II j\(ll~' ~.)J (~)l1 WI JI 

~ JS~ j:Jo~(.I;"'\.u-, 
~ ~ J J\a.:;.l; • ~ .)~;"\ J\ WI .. j". --:-»\ l.o 

l:.. .J4i1.

~'J"'\'. J"" Jj\ ~..u; .j ..,..:....1 ;~> ~.)\ i~ ).)\.:11 (,.r 

J' ~.Jai \~I ~ f.)\ J! . l. i, l .. '/....Ai~ L.~. jt 
• • ..u:.; ~I VI . i.? J)I l. / ....... JA .l.,i... JI ~ ;,J. -.-& ... I.i ~L. 

L;lA:i~ .J. yi.J\ ~ j\ V"~ .... ~J ~t\ :f .)\ .)\u. VI i\i. 

cJ4J ;.,t JI ;,; 0" ... LQ" ~,.. J .J~ '1 J .kA-!, r ~jJ\ ~-:.J.\ 
, ~ . 

'" ~J \~\ .. ~,w ].)1\ I.A.. ~;..\..u l:~ JJJ. ~\ J\ ; ....... 
~J --:->j.AJ; ($~ <J'..,....ill\ ~t...()\ ;.)\!.~.)I ~ ~\\J 

c:-:i J J... )lIJ .~)l (.-'J ~ ~ ,,"is,..., -\> .Y-~~I 
;S"I • WI J'" • .)t..:.: ~ r J--J ~ \..... jl)" j' "'"! ?~l;' 0 4 ~;... 
~, j('J.I .) ,., .. \ .• )1 1 Jl:, :::...;~ ~~~ J "~-J j~ .:," 

c ~ \J)'; 
• 

l..\ - ~ J)a~ .)\~I ~\~ t.i" ..u ~\ j\ j;: )I 

J-Cl~ Ji Jk '~. Jl-:l~ J\ ; ~II j J .,~~ Ji Jl:--.Al\ ~~ 
" .("'" . 

l.. I~ Jl' rl:_)l1 '" oi. Jl:.\; • J;..I.",:.J. JI ("...Ijl 0~ J 

~.J ' J ,-)\ JIi . ~ ... II JL. I l~_~ J \:;" • .1. J \,')~ \ ~ l.~ 

« ~ -:.. ,1.1 I.i. ...1.-:-- :f JiA:.... j4 J!.\I .)w'11 (\ 

y' !l)..\t...)\ ...I.>i )...1.4,. \' • «~) e-:-1I tr~. ~I J!': l::h 

'V~ 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

--------- ------ ---

'\l.j~ Cl~' 

J\;~ .::;t( JI ~\).,..::J.I ~Mi ~~I $ .:r J 

~I » ~b;" IUJ '"'~\...\.~ \S.;1I; ~..ul J ~ 
~';.r ~ qs, ~:-1\ 4..vlkJ\ ("4 ~ J.;J\~ .1J,:JI 4tlkJI 

~\ )kM~';' '-'~ :r ~.,eLI \~M ~\ C;~\ ~J 
j, ~\ ;; ,,\J:.\ 

~ 

~. ~~ ~ J!; ual';; ...\.i ~t( ~\) .,.:.itl d;' .j\ L J 

" ~ 
~)...,)\ ~~ 'AVY'd.:.... J ~\ C' t l;\ '11 ~~M~I ~M)..I 

~\ JJl~ r;~i..\;>.1.j~ ~.f yS ~) .;I('.j.,.~ 

4fJJi~, ~~, ~~ ~\~\~fo ~~ 
d..-)..u\ JI;l:-i o.;f \~:=-I, . ~'~~I ~~ C .r~ C J 

~k ..::;~ . ~J.,kl-,~ .. ~\ ~.J\ -L.~ W ~i JI . " 
~ , -

-.:.J\» ~?\ -L>-\~~ J~ ~ \~ ;;~"f ~~I 

« r..iJ C~;;5I ~\9 ~)~\ ~~ ~ r \~\ ~~ 
~I r 4..r' )I...\... ~l:j~ r( l':: d....,eLI ~ ~i .u, 

d; J ~~ J~ . l~ ~ ~)\ ~ .. ;, ~)~t(;~\ 
jl";·,,U.J,,;...) Jr-~~U'" )I..uljl ~)\ J>-.)\ ~I .:,\» 

j.,L )\ .:J; ); . p ~ jA ~IJ~ yJ~ ...l41, .:,~~I 

~" 1\ ~~~I Jl;...)'1 ~.J~ \J)~ r~'1 
~ 

4..r' ) I..u IJ t.) yo;,JI-;1 u")I:..J.\ 0· J,:dl ~;, \J~ J U .. \. .. 
ri)\~ ~t( ~ .. p \)\)iJ ~.i.,J.\ ~\:jl J~ J \,;i . . 

-~---------

)\)I~J ~ J J.. t.. ~ ~ ~~. ~ ~ f J ~ ,1 J d\ ~ 
~~ <$~\"'; .I$}-I J ;I, ... ~ ... :YI J- ~J ~\ lr.t 4.~\ .;II 

",J J f-: .:r ,,:",",.,)~ ~.~. l...\4:~.j ~WI \iJ. f;, J ~ 
JI ~~.J...r4:lIJ ~\jA ~.(;~i ~)~ .u~\\ t.~\ i~1 t..~J 
~\.:... l: .... ,)~f.J ~~ JlJ ~J ~'L..\ ~A ~,-l\ J:I ~. 

J.:fl r" I J'.J. - ~~t\ J'.)J\ J! L'~_J J"~LI.\ 

J- ..!.U + .:...~KJI o~ J 0lS' j\ - j.;..ll -'-? )lQ.\\ lr.\ ~ 
.;:..I~ '" JI d .. L:...,.1 rS' J! .knJ,..\ if .;:lr: ~ ra; )\; ~I.. 

• .:r ~~- ( c.-:-ll ~\ .:r lr.,I._1 • "JJj J ~WI l..i __ 

~\J !lJi,' ,)~-' ~.>... ~ ~\J ~_I .::...~. JI C) . ~\ 

~;L' ~ .... I ,)~J 0,) y! dl .::...~.J dlb. ~)\~ v- \ j~ ~\ 
-, ~ 

? YIJ J.!.i .)\ j" l4 ~.~~J\ J'.)all J -»>.\ ; JA!l-,::-U 

j\j:>)/I J ~\ ,) yo: ,,~; jA .kA-;' J J~I ~c J\; Jc c,,1a;' J 

J.:!S'Y\ Jl:~J .. -fJ,A \-,::>i J;,,~'J .:...~I)"'JY'J 

form- perhaps it is simply increasing laziness and desire 
for ease anct comfort -perhaps it is these or something 
like these that are the" idols" that come into our lives 
and spoil them and choke the soul and kill the ideals of 
our youth. "0 miserable man that I am-~who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death!" 

" I than k Goci, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Never 
does one apprecic1te the infinite depth and breadth and 
height of the tenderness of God the Father's love so 
much, as when one contemplates the way he restores us, 
time after time, and bids us run the race ag?in. It is He 
that breaks in upon the miserable sensual life at Shechem 
--perhaps by some terrible bereavement, perhaps by 
some shocking self-revelation, ~ancl shames' us into put
ting away our idols, yea, even if they are dearer than the 
right eye and the right hand, and brings us to Bethel, 
the place of our youthful vow, and bids us renew the 
,,-ow again, and in His mercy gives the vision again, and 
sets us in the noble way once more, Israels of God. 

Reader! If these words have found you out, do not 
seek to ·eseape from the pain they will cause. Rather 
search out the idol, the lust that is holding you back. 
Surrender it, crucify it for Christ's sake who was crucified 
to it. Come back to Bethel, raise the altar, renew the 
vow. And God who is rich in mercy willl1lect you there, 
and confirm the promise and renew your Israel-name 
once more, and set you once again in the way: so that at 
the end, instead of being miserable castaways, fallers
out of the race, wrecks in the voyage, we may come, 
through trouble and sorrow it may be, into the Kingdom 
and receive at last the crown. 
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ORIE:\T .-\~D OCClDEl\T. HEART l\~ORALITY. 

Heart Morality. 

WE have all 1,carel of the Athenian philosopher Plato. 
His greatest work is cdlleel The Republic: anc! at 

the begil:ning of this work there is a conversation sup
posed to have taken place between Socrates anc! another 
philosopher on the subject of virtue. This philosopher 
contended that virtut! was only practised because it was 
necessary in Society: that \'ice was only a voided because 
of its pains ancl penalties. He concluded that virtue 
was not valuecl or practised because men loved it but 
because they were obliged. As a proof of this, he chal
lenged Socrates to show him une who ever practised 
virtue when so far from bringing pleasure it brought 
pain; when it brought loss of reputation instead of 
fame; dishonour ilLsteaci of honour; poverty instead of 
riches; yes, even death. anc! a painful death, instead of 
life. And he challenged him also to show him a man 
who, if he:: had the chance of improving his position or 
benefiting himself unlawfully without the possibility of 
being seell or found out and pUllished, did not immediate
ly take the chance. Unless Socrates could meet these 
two challenges, he must admit that men did not value 
virtue for itself. 

And we Illay argue to this extent with this philo
sopher; anc! further say that all virtue which is not 
independent of these outward and material incentives or 
checks is not virtue at all; and that no man can claim to 
have a good chi/meter unless he is gO\'erned by principles 
other than his. 

To illustrate this we will gi ve one of this philosopher's 
examples ill the same work. He told a legendary story 
of a certain Lydian shepherd named Gyges. This mall, 
one day as he was in the field, saw a strange opening in 
the earth, and entering it found himself in a great cavern, 
and in this cavern discovered a brazen horse. The horse 
was hollow and Gyges, opening its side, found in the 
belly of the horse a corpse, and on the finger of the 
corpse a curious ring. He put on the ring and ascended 
again into the upper air; but lo! a marvellous thing had 
happened; the ring had made him quite invisible to the 
eyes of man! The story goes on to say that Gyges find
ing himself invisible, found also that his power was 
almost endless, for no deed that he did couh:! be punisb
eel. He therefore L1sed his power to get introduced to 
court, where he conspired against the king, seduced the 
queen, and murdering her husband beeame king himself. 

(Turn backwards.) 
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The philosopher concluded by asking <. What Zt' c~)ery 

{!Ill' had rlil' rillg (!t' G,W;Cs? IYhcn' w01lld the 'j'irtlle oj' the 
world goo thl'lI !' . 

This story is a very good starting point for our 
discllssion. For we shall show that every mall, to some 
extcllt, has the ring of Gyges, and that his use of it goes 
far to confirm the philosopher's contentioil that there is 
TIluch spurious or false morality in the world, and in our 
-own selves: and secondly, that such false morality is in 
no sense constant with the possession of " character." 

\Vhen we ask ourselves" why do men do right and 
abstain from wrong?" we see at once that many different 
motives can be adduced. A man may do a right thing 
'Or abstain from a wrong thing because it is his interest 
to do so; because he will be punished if he does the 
wrong; because he will suffer pain if he does the wrong; 
because he will be blamed if he does the wrong; ane! 
because he will be rewarded if he does the right; be
cause he will have pleasure if he does the right; because 
'he will be praised if he does the right; because hE' will 
gain materially if he does the right. And we may sum 
"all these motives up by saying that such a man does 
right and avoids wrong because some one's eye is upon 
"him, whether the eye of an individual or society or the 
Government. But the moment we think of it we see 
that that man's morality is hardly morality at all; it 
cannot be depended on; if you alter that man's cir
cumstances he will alter his conduct: if you take away 
that watchful eye of his friends, society, or the law, he 
may do wrong as easily as right. In fact, if you gave 
him Gyges' ring, you could not be answerable for that 
man's actions a single hour. We feel that he ha<; no 
diameter: And why? because he is governed frolll 
without not from within. Because he does right not 
because he lm'es it, but because he lllust, he is obliged. 

Everyone will assent to this. We suspect that 1110st 
-of us will be inclined at first to say, "I do not act thus; 
I have principle; I loye virtue." 

Perhaps. But Jet us push the matter further to oc
casion a deeper reflection un the actions of even the 
best of us; in order that we may show how imperfect 
and false much of our virtue is, and how most people do 
very often act like Gyges when they can get his ring. 
Anel if respectable men do always act on principle, why 
is tlwre the universal need of supervision? Why cannot 
mcn be trusted more? Why this universal nccessity for 
Overseers and Inspectors? Why so little mutual trust? 
Why so nearly universal mistrust and suspicion? It is 
perfectly plain that few indeed do their full duty when 
left perfectly alone. And if so, our point is pro\'ecl; for 

if we agreed that those who requirc to have someone's 
eye upon them have no true moral character. Happy 
for those who have! They are they who can be trusted 
anc! whom mCIl choose to trust! they whom you can 
leave in charge and not feel uncomfortable when you 
are away. You pay them a surprise visit. vou watch 
them when they think they are alone, and you find them 
the same: they are always the same. \Vhy? Because 
they are not obeying you, nor their friends, nor society, 
nor the laws, nor the Government: hut their own prin
ciples and their own conscience. ~ow these always 
abide with them. Alonc or in company, at home or 
abroad and far ,lway, in good report or evil report, in 
favour or persecution, ill poverty or wealth -it makes 110 

eli fference. Their conscience accompan ies them all 
over the world aile! amid all circuillstances. Whcnever, 
and however you find them they are the same. But you 
know how rare these characters are, how often the best
thought-of men fail amazingly when they change their 
time, place, or cicumstances, showing how little of true 
principle or character they really had. 

(To he cOlltill/ll'd.) 

Where God alone witnesses. 
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Cairo Religious Discussion Society. 
(Afilllltes oj ({II [II/ag-illar), Society.) 

The Inspiration of the Gospel~I. 

Thc Prl'sidcllt. 0- Sirs, once more welcome to this 
debating-hall and another meeting of this Society, which 
I open in the Name of God. You are aware of the interest
ing point to which we have arrived in our discLissions. 
Kohen Effendi first discribed to us to the mode of In
spiration which he discovered in the Tourat and laid 
before us some ideas which were decidedly new to us. 
Then the Sheikh Husain explained the theory of Inspira
tion which is inferred both from the study of the Koran 
itself and the Traditions that touch upon the subject. 
We then saw that this theory was utterly different from 
that put forward by Kohen Effendi. And although we 
do not deny, (/ priori, that God is not confined to one 
method, yet all the Moslem members of the Society were 
quite clear that, when these two methods were placed 
before them, that of the Koran was shown to be in
comparably the highest-nay, that it is the highest 
conceivable one-and that that of the Tourat (to say the 
most for it) wa'> an exceedingly low type of Inspiration. 
But here some of the Christian members· struck in, and 
maintained that there were weak points in the seemiilg 
strength of the Moslem theory, and that an examination 
of the Injeel would not only show that, but would also 
confirm Kohen Effendi's ideas and show that in the 
Injeel Inspiration reaches its IIC plus ultra. This is an 
immense claim-one which we cannot readily allow; 
but we shall at least give a fair hearing now to Hanna 
Effendi and see what he can say in support of this claim. 

Ha/ll/a-I gratefully acknowledge the courtesy with 
which the President and the Society have called on me 
to give my ideas, and I rise feeling deeply my responsi
bility to explain clearly what seems to me to be the 
truth. In accordance, therefore, with the scientific method 
which is the one we have been attempting to follow, we 
must inquire first what are the/(lcts before us, and second
ly, what is the view that be~t accounts for these facts: 
in other words, we must survey the phenomena which 
these writings present and base our view of their Inspira
tion on these phenomena. No~ until then shall [ be 
justified in claiming that in the Gospel Inspiration 
reaches its IIC pIllS ultra. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT ~JI~\>UI~ 
.... iII' •• 

The Facts, 
When we glance superfiCially over the Injeel we at 

once see (as Kohen Effendi pointed out in regard to the 
Tourat), that it consists of many parts or " books; " that 
these books are ascribed to different authors; and that 
the character of the writings varies very much indeed. 
As in the case of the Tourat we here have books of a 
historical nature, four of them concerned with the earthly 
Life of the Saviour (the Memoirs of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John), and one concerned with the early history of 
the Society (or Church) which He formed after His as
cension. The remainder of the Books, however, with 
one exception, are of a character quite different to any_ 
thing found in the Tourat, for they are Letters from 
individual Apostles to various branches of the Christian 
Church, about deep matters of Christian Theology and 
Christian Morality. The last book alone resembles in 
character some of the Prophaies of the Tourat, especially 
the Book of Daniel. All these Books' together make up 
the Christian Book, to which Christians usually give the 
name of the New Testament (the Tourat), and which 
Moslems generally call the Injeel, though we must never 
forget that that word, a Greek one, originally referred 
rather to the m'essage of Christ itself thaI; the Book in 
which the message was enshrined.':" 

We have already seen that the Koran is, in form, 
entirely (with insignificant exceptions) an address from 
the Deity to the Prophet; and we have seen that in the 
case of the Tourat large portions are not formally so at 
all; but that some parts are addresses of men to God, 
and other parts are chronicles of events of sacred history. 
This was startling to our :\10slem friends, and Kohen 
Effendi had some trouble in showing them that such 
parts could be ill any sense inspired. What then will 
they think of what I am about to say now, which is that 
the Injeel even less than the Tourat is in the form of an 
address of the Deity to any Prophet or Prophets! \i\Tith 
the possible exception of the" Revelation of John," there 
is not a single Book of the Injeel which claims that it 
was "sent down" on its author, or that its author was 
specially commissioned by God to write it. In some of 
the Books the author does indeed definitely claim to be 
under divine guidance in what he wrote (e.g., some of 
St. Paul's Epistles), but in others, and those some of the 
most important of all. the writers do not formally make 
that claim :-superficially, they seem to be writing on 
their own initiative, as circumstances demanded. 

NIallY il10slelll JlIlembers (ul/able to restraill tiJclIlselvcs 
jZlrtiJcr)-Enough! .... You have yourselfthrown up your 
case ... on your own showing, your Book is of man. not 
of God .... it is 110t an inspired Book at all ..... 

Hallna-The interruption, Mr. President. is intel
ligible and excusable, for indeed I wished, by stating 
matters as paradoxically as I could, to startle members 
into interest and thought. I admit the thing is amazing 
to a Moslem. And though, of course, I do not admit that 
what I have said conflicts with a true idea of Inspiration 
yet I entirely admit that it shows that the "iew of In~ 
spiration claimed for such a Book as the Injeel must 

* The name has also been .. given more particularly to the four ::VIemoirs, or even to 
each Memoir taken separately. But the various usc of the ~ame term should be avoided 
(see n. flO). . 
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differ tllio caclo from the view of that claimed for the Koran. 
A Shl'ikh-.\t most, it is the absolutely lowest conceiv

able form of Inspiration! 
Halllla~We shall see whether that is so or not. The 

dates of these books are various years in the first century 
of the Christian era, the last probably being the writings 
of St. John not long before 100 A.D., or nearly seventy 
years after the death of the Christ. The evidence for 
the (htes of these books and their authorship is determ
ined partly by internal and partly external evidence, 
and the history of their collection into one Volume and 
canonization is known. I cannot go into that matter 
now, interesting though it is, and indeed it is unnecessary 
that I should, because a conversation between four of 
our members' on this poi nt has been published in an 
essay named "'What happened before the Hegira?" I 
must be content simply to make three observations:~ 
(1) that the argument of that essay has never been 
answered, viz., that in the six centuries between Christ 
and :\Iohammed, there never existed any other recognised 
inspired Christian Book or lnjeel other than the present 
one kl10wn as the New Testament; (2) the challenge to 
anyone to produce a morsel of evidence to show that 
some other Book was ever officially recognised as the 
inspired Inject, or to account for its supposed disappear
ance subsequent to 623 A.D., has never been taken up by 
any Egyptian paper; (3) that, therefore, the existing 
Book holds the field as the true Injeel. I wish here to 
add that the principle which guided the Church in select
ing certain Books and rejectillg others was, 'were these 
Books written by all Apostle or under Apustolic super
vision?' and that the action of God in the matter of the 
canonization of the Books is as an important an element 
in a true view of Inspiration as His action in the matter 
of their composition. 

The Deduction. 
I will not repeat, I will only remind you of certain 

points· which have been sufficiently developed in past 
discussions, and which become clearer than ever in the 
light of the phenomena of the Injeel :-

(I) It is not necessary, but superfluous and dangerous, 
to suppose the pre-existellce of i1 Book called thc IlljccZ which 
was ,. sent down" upon Jesus or His Apostles. It is 
sufficient to conceive of the inspiration of the IIII'll them
seh'es, in very various ways and modes, and the inspira
tion of the substance of what they wrote follows from that. 

(2) Thus it is not necessal:y, but derogatory to the 
dignity of God, to suppose that His revelation to men is 
so limited in (jllalltity that it could have been got between 
the two boarcls of a book. We have seen that there is 
such a thing as Divine eCOIlOIllY, and that where the 
quantity was practically infinite it was sufficient to record 
what was typical and essential, and that God took care 
that this essential minimum should be in fact recorded. 

(3) Therefore it is not necessary, but superfluous and 
dangerons, to lay too much stress on the letter of the 
Injeel apart from its meaning-as, for example, that if a 
clause were to fall out the reveldtion of God would be 
irreparably maimed. Vve showed that no Book, not even 
the Koran, was or coulc! be possibly immune from such 
incidental omissions, additions and alterations, and 
further we showed that in the case of the Injeel we 
possess so many copies that a comparison of them shows 
what words or clauses have crept in and should be 
rejected, vvhat accidental omissions have been made, so 
that the \'ery relati ve unimportance of the sum of these 
various readings, and the truthfulness with which they 
are displayed, increase our confidence in the verity of 
w hat is identical in all copies. These three poi nts I 
sinlply mention so as to refresh Ollr memory upon them, 
for I want now to proceed to the crowning question of 
all-the supreme mark of Christian Inspiration 

The Word Made Flesh! 
(To be cont illl/cd.) 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

The School of Sorrow. 
1.\ FTER his renewal of the covenant at Bethel, and the 
P restoration.of his spiritual relations with God, and 
the re-conferring of the name of his regeneration, Israel, 
Jacob did not again fall away in the spiritual life. From 
now onwards till the end the !lame Israel prevails in the 
sacred record over the !lame Jacob, an outward and 
visible sign that there was a corresponding triumph of 
..the new nature over the old. 

And yet it is strange that the chapter of the s.tory on 
which we now enter is the saddest of his whole life, one 
()f the saddest of any recorded lives. For many years 
there befel this saddened grey-haired man a series of 
.disasters, blow on blow, aimed at name and fame and 
the heart's dearest affections. Almost everything that 
makes life worth living was taken away from him-the 
wife of his heart, the son of his love, the honour owed 
him by his children. It seemed that all was against him 
·{xlii., 36), and that his grey hairs were being brought 
·.down with sorrow to the grave. 

Let us review these sorrows one by one, that we 
~may deeply ponder the way in which God deals at times 
with His saints, to purge them of their dross and bring 
them forth like pure silver seven times tried in the 
furnace. 

The Death and Burial of Deborah_ 

The sad series of events began at Bethel itself. The 
holiest spot of Jacob's life was marked, in addition to its 
altar and stone, with an "Oak of Weeping!" The name 
shows the bitter sorrow with which Jacob parted from 
his dead mother's old attendant, his own infancy's and 
childhood's nurse, afterwards his children's nurse. 
and his own manhood's faithful servant. There are 
many who can understand from experience that the loss 
()f such a one might make a blank almost greater than 
.even that of the nearest and dearest relative. 

The Death and Burial of Rachel. 

As they at last began to journey the last stage of 
their journey, and Hebron, where the aged Isaac still 
awaited his son and grandchildren, was almost in sight, 
the most terrible blow tInt can befal a man fell upon 
J acob---he lost the wife of his love, his Rachel, and that 
in a way the most .. heart-breaking of all to a husballcl
in child-birth. Poor Rachel! Her faults had been many, 
but so had her sorrows: cheated of h( 1 plighted lover by 
a heartless father, torn with the anguish of long child
lessness, while they who had usurped her place were like 
a fruitful vine upon the wall, the tragedy of womanhood 
falls now on her in the very hour of her long-delayed 
joy. In a foreign land, while still on the weary march, 
though in full sight of the longed-for haven, the bitter 
pains of child-birth seize her and she dies. And there 
at the roael-side her stricken husband buries her. Years 
after the scene comes back to him in Egypt, showing 
that the image of that loved woman never, during those 
long years, had left his heart (xlviii., 7). 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE SCHOOL OF SORROW. 

His Sons' Shame. 
But grief, however poignant, is morc supportable 

than shame and disgrace. Jacob was to experience the 
deadliest blow of all, the foul treachery of an eldest son, 
the evil report of the rest. For that eldest son sinned 
against his father as few sons have clone before or since 
(ch. xxxv., 22): his second and third sons had already 
" made him to stink among the inhabitants of the land" 
(xxxi v., 30): his fourth son also brought shame on him 
and his (xxxviii.). Ane! of the rest we are told that 
their evil report was brought to their father (x!,xvii., 2). 
Slender was the joy that Jacob got from his home life. 

In harbour at last: yet no calm there. 
So Jacob came home at last to Hebron and dwelt 

with his aiel father who was still alive there. Yet the 
home life was bitter and joyless. We have seen how 
little cause the eldest ten of his SOllS had given Jacob to 
love them. Naturally, therefore, his heart clave to the' 
swe.c;t and true character of Joseph the son of hi:> old 
age. Yet the favouritism only brought new woes. There 
came a day when the elder sons had gone away north to 
Shechem to find pasture. Jacob naturally felt anxious 
about their safety in a lanel where they had so deeply 
incensed the inhabitants (ch. xxxiv.), and sent Joseph to 
enquire after their health and safety (xxxvii., 12-14). 
For some days he waited in the lonely home. And then, 
oh sorrow! instead of the lovee! youthful figure of his 
son, there appear those ten bitter sons of his, bearing in 
their hands a dolorous sight--the garment of his boy, 
given him by himself as a father's fond gift, all torn and 
dyed with blood! Hear the cry of the poor olel man's 
broken heart-that heart over-weighted with sorrows. 
In all literature there are few scenes of more poignant 
pathos (xxxvii. 33-36). 

"It is my son's coat! .. 
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Death and Burial of Leah and Isaac. 

Joseph was gone, and with him the light of the home 
was out. So the long dreary years passed, and at SDme 
time during them Jacob buried the last two persons in the 
world who really loved him (except perhaps Benjamin), 
his wife Leah and his old father Isaac (see xxxv., 28, 29, 
and xlix., 31). To the funeral of ~Isaac came Esau the 
successful nomad-prj nc,", from Seir; once more and 
for the last time the orbits of the two lives came together 
as they stood 011 either side of that grave in the Cave of 
Machpelah, and laid Isaac to rest with his father and his 
mother: and then the two separated never to meet again, 
1eaving, alas! to their descendants the blood-feud which 
had been but patched liP b~tween themselves. EsclU 
went back to his rocky fastnesses in Seir, and Israel to 
his orphaneJ and widowed and joyless home. We shall 
see in the sequel how his night grew even darker still, 
but how when at its darkest clawn broke. For even ehli:
ing this clark time itself, God was ordering a chain of 
events which endecl in light springing out of the darkness 
for Jacob, joy out of sorrow, and peace out of agony and 
. .strife. 

From all of which w.; may learn: (1) that trouble is 
sent us for om gooel. "Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now I ha ve kc,)t thy worel." "It is good for 
me that I have been aff1icted, that I might learn thy 
statutes" (Ps. cxix., 67, 71). "Sorrow is better than 
laughtcr, for by the sadness of the countenance the heart 
is ma,ele better (Ecclesiastes vii., 3). Which of us has 
suffered a tittle of what Israel suffered? Let each one be 
ready to learn at the school of sorrow. In which school 
-even the Captain of our Salvation learned and was made 
perfect (Heb. ii., 10, and v., 7--9), and from which school 
Israel passed out a true spiritual hero, purified. (2) In 
the darkest hour let us believe that the light will dawn, 
that God is even now preparing joy for us. " Rejoice 
not against me, 0 mine enemy! when I fall I shall arise; 
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me" (Micah vii., 8). "Whom the Lord loveth, he 
~hasteneth, and scourgeth every SOil whom He receiveth" 

·(Heb. xii., 5-13). "Hea\'iness may endure for a night 
hut joy cometh in the mOl~ning" (Ps. xxx., 5). 
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"The Lessons of Pain." 

I DO not ask, 0 Lord, that life may be 
. A pleasant road; 

T do not ask that Thou wouldst take from me 
Aught of its load. 

I do not ask that flowers should always spring 
Beneath my feet; 

I know too well the poison and the sting 
Of things too sweet. 

For one thing only, Lord, clear Lord, I plead: 
Lead rne aright, [bleed, 

Though strength should falter and though heart should 
Through peace to light. 

I do not ask, 0 Lord, that Thou shoulclst shed 
Full radiance here; 

Give but a ray of peace, that I may tread 
Without a fear. 

I do not ask my cross to understand, 
My way to see; 

Better in darkness just to feel Thy hanel, 
And follow Thee. 
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Heart Morality---II. 
Honesty. 

TAKE honesty for example. How many honest people 
there are who, if the tramway conductor forgets to 

come for their half piaster, ., forget" to go to him of 
. their own accord with the money! If the shopman gives 
a little too much change, they do not go back to return 
it! If they are travelling first class with a second class 
ticket or travel to Tanta with a Kafr-Zayat ticket, they 
do not pay the difference if the collector happens to 
overlook the matter, or if they find something dropped, 
do not take pains to restore it to the owner; if the man 
of whom they have borrowed small loans forgets to ask 
for same, they do not attempt to remind him. If they 

. have had a bad coin passed them, do not destroy it but 
try to pass it on to some shop or at the railway? Many 
seem to act on the principle that you may cheat a com
pany or the Government if you are honest to individuals. 
All this shows that when people have Gyges' ring for a 
moment, they very often use their opportunity. How 
then can they claim the character of honesty? No! they 
are honest because they must be, and if any of these 
examples come as a rebuke to anyone of us, we cannot 
escape the conclusion that we are not yet perfectly and 
truly honest. 

Truth. 
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Or take again trutl!. Think of the countless ways 
in which people, who are generally truthful, allow them
selves to be untruthful in little things; to avoid some 
pain or some unpleasantness, little lies are told. Especial
ly, if a man has done wrong and does not like to own 
th';lt he has done so, he will cover his slip with clecep- J..\....&ll 
lions of all kinds, whether of wonl or deed. In fact, 
almost every failure in duty almost necessitates decep- lr: ~ ..r .. t; ~ ~W\ J (j .?T ~ J..wll ~I IJ .).;.. 
tion, for a man n~arly always tries to cover it by making _ .. 
it to appear that he has not failed, or he is unconscious I~I \c...., \lJ I>J}:. ~>I V-I '-.r J\ "'7"'Lwl'-.r I)) ,,:-,AJI u-l:Il 

'~t . 
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of failure. In other words, he lies. Few indeed are 
those who value Truth for its own sake: who say" let 
the truth appear even if I perish." 

Purity. 

Or take purity. Many there are, incleed, and we are 
thankful for it, whose lives are outwardly pure and who 
avoid the open acts of vice and the places where vice 
lives. But every man, too, has a chamber in his mind, 
where no man, no government-inspector or official, no 
friend, not even his nearest, can ever come. What does 
he do or think of in that chamber, that is the question? 
What pictures does he look at in the chamber of his 
soul? To what thoughts does he yield his attelltion? Yes, 
in his inner life, the life of his mind, every man is alone, 
eternally alone. Here he has always the ring of Gyges 1 
What then is life in that lonely chamber of the thoughts! 
One might cover the whole field of morality with a
scrutiny of this nature. But what we have said will be 
enough to show how much of men's morality"-how much 
of our morality-is superficial and external; how de
pendent on other men; and to make us feel of how little 
value snch morality is. Indeed, it is not morality at all. 
For few, if any, of us would subject the whole of life to 
such a scrutiny without blushing. What can we do but 
be striving earnestly and constantly to change what is 
false into what is real: what is dependent only on out
side checks or stimuli, to what is dependent only on the 
on the law of the heart. 

The awakening of a man to see what he really is in 
himself is often the turning point of his whole life. He 
thought himself good, he awakes to find himself vile; he 
WgS content to be clothed as to his external self with a 
fiir robe of righteousness, admired and praised by every
body: he finds that his very righteousness are filthy 
rags: he sees that he is like a whitewashed tomb, white 
and glittering without, within the home of corruption. 
He felt he could stand unblamed before any human 
tribunal: he now stands condemned before the tribunal 
of his own conscience and feels how much less could he 
stand before the judgment seat of God. And this leads 
us to remark in passing how insincere, how false, how 
hypocritical is some of the religion even of truly religious 
men, and how much more of the majority who confess 
some torm of faith. For in proportion as a man acts as 
if he were really alone, and God were not, in that pro
portion he denies the very existence "of God practically, 
and becomes an atheist, however much he talks of 
religion and of the Deity with his lips, and even believes 
intellectually. But the fact is that it is by our thoughts 
that we shall lie judged, for the thoughts are the source 
of all actions: and every reformation must begin with 
the thoughts. 

Eyery one, therefore, has a need to awake to right"" 
eousness and to adopt a much higher standard of morali
ty, if he wishes to be truly a man of character. A nation 
will never be truly great until the standard of righteous
ness be aclopted and practised; until it is known and 
accepted first, and followed thereafter. 

\Ve write these wo~ds from the bottom of our hearts, 
hoping that all of us will set before us the ideal of true 
morality, and attain thereunto as Gael shall lead us. 
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"Be Still, my Soul." 
BE still, my. soul: the Lord is 01~ t~lY sid~; 

Bear patIently the cross of gnef or pam; 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 

In every change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
To guide the future as He has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be right at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

Be still, my soul: when clearest friends depart, 
And all is darkened in the vale of tears, 

Then shalt thou better know His love, His heart, 
\Vho comes to soothe niy sorrow and thy fears. 

Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay 
From His own fulness all He takes away. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
When we shall be for ever with the Lorci, 

\iVhen disappointment, grief, arId fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

The De.Scent Into Egypt 
and Joy at. Last. 

. IT HAS been said that" the darkest hour of the 1'!ight 
is the hour before dawn." And so it was with Jacob. 

The hour of his joy, so long, long delayed was at hand, 
but there still remained, ere he won it. a last sharp seasOI: 
·of anxiety, disappointment and grief. And then, " 0 thou 
afflicted, tost with tempest and· not comforted;" thou 
shalt come into the haven where thou wouldst be, and 
sorrow and sighing shall be no more, for the days of 
thy mourning shall be ended. 

After burying Leah and Isaac, the long years drag
ged slowly on in the joyless home. The elder sons were' 

married arid had children, and Benjamin, the youngest. .1', 

was now the one object of his love and tenderness, the 
last link that bound him to life. 

\Vhen therefore a famine of tremendous severity 
came on and Israel wasforcec1 to send his sons away 
into Egypt where it was well-known there was corn in. 
plenty, it was a very hard trial; and nothing would in
duce the old man to let Benjamin out of his sight. His 
instinct or his suspicions told him that the brothers 
might not be worthy of trust. 

How can we picture then the poor old man's distress 
.and bitter anguish when his sons returned with the news 
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that" the lord of the land" Iud behaved harshly to them, 
had doubted their word, and had detained Simeon in 
ward as a hostage until they brought Benjamin their 
brother dow n to Egypt to prove their sincerity. Not 
otherwise were they to see his face again or again buy 
corn. When this cruel blow fell, a wail went up from 
the poor, stricken old man that melted even those 
brethrtOn's hard hearts, as we see afterwards (ch. xliv'., 
28-34), when we read the noble words spoken by Judah 
before" the lord o£ the land." 

Israel had said that to part with Benjamin would be 
to break hit;; h<:art. Yet he had to do this too. The 
famine waxed sore, the corn they had brought was all 
spent. Simeon was still in bonds, unredeemed. And 
the poor father had to nerve his weary soul and make 
one more sacrifice and to allow the last chord that held 
him to life to snap. But bravely the hero-spirit of Israel 
rose to it: he sent them away with' a blessing, in which 
he invoked God by that very name (EI Shaddai) by 
which God had specially revealed Himself to him when 
he renewed the covenant at Bethel. It was as though he 
gripped hard the faithfulness of God in that ho.ur of dire 
need; and he was not disappointed. 

Fori the tide of sorrow at last had turned. When 
after weeks of agonized suspense borne in utter and 
absolute loneliness, the caravan appeared again, there
oh joy of joys i--was Simeon and there was Benjamin. 
And yet a third son was given back to him alive in that 
hour, for they had come with the news that Joseph, the 
long-mourned as dead, was alive and that he was ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 

The sudden rush of overwhelming joy nearly" crack
ed a noble heart." The old man, battered by a life
time of terrible and various emotions, could not realise 
their words or give them credence. Not even when they 
told him the whole story, not untiL he saw the wagons 

which had come from Egypt to carry him and his away, 
did he believe. :-\gai n the hero':spirit of Israel revi vee!, 
and he nerved himself to liv,:, if only to see Joseph and 
then" depart in peace." 

Then came the preparations for the journey to the 
land of Egypt. From Hebron they descended by the 
self-same way that Jacob had trod when he left Beersheba 
flying from the face of Esau, long decades ago. And to 
that -self-same Beersheba they came, the scene of his 
bl)yhood, the scene of his fatal act of deception. What 
overpowering memories must have overwhelmed him! 
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-ORIENT .-\~D OCClOENT. THE DESCENT INTO EGYP r AND JOY AT LAST. 

And now it was his last night in the Land of Promise: 
-the next night he would lie in an alien land! He must 
have remembered the similar plight that he had been in 
at Bethel when on the eve of quitting the Land of Promise 
the first time, and felt again the need of once more re
--ceiving a direct communication from his God. And 
where more fittingly could he receive such a communica
tion? There was the memorial-tree planted by his 
grandfather Abraham (Gen. xxi., 33). - There was the 

·.-crumbling altar built by Isaac his father after the Lord 
had appeared to him on the very first night of his arrival 
there (Gen. xxvi., 23-25). Can we not imagine with what 
a bursting heart Israel now offered sacrifices perhaps on 
that "ery altar" unto the God of his father Isaac!" Truly 
there is a real sanctity of places wherein we have had 
sacred experiences. 

Israel was not disappointed. That same night God 
. ;appeared yet once again to him and gave him the same 
_gracious encouragement as before at Bethel, and repeated 
yet once more the oft-repeated promise. God would be 
with him in Egypt, and he would meet his Joseph there: 

-and God would also bring him up again out of Egypt
a promise partly fulfilled when they carried his dead 
body with kingly pomp to its resting-place at Hebron, 

-:and yet more gloriously when the children of Israel were 
brought out of Egypt by the \'ery hand of God in after 
years. 

So" IRrael also came into Egypt and Jacob sojourned 
in the land of Ham." Judah, who had now definitely 
Teplaced the unwolihy Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, as the 
leader of the brethren, had been sent on to warn Joseph 

·o()f their approach, and Joseph hastened from the court 
.at Zoan or Tanis (the modern San in the province of 
Sharkiyeh) to meet his father entering the land of 
-Goshen, that is the eastern part of the Delta from Tel-el
Kebir towards Belbeis. Somewhere in that region the 
meeting took place between the father and the long-lost 
son of his heart; while we must leave to the imagination 

«()f eyery reader who has up to this point followed with 
human sympathy the whole moving tale; since no words 
--can add anything to the Bible narrative, "Joseph pre
sented himself unto him: and he fell on his neck, and 
wept 011 his neck a good while .... And Israel said unto 
Joseph, 'Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, 
because thou art yet alive.' " 

" Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning." Jacob's night had been long indeed
it seemed interminable; but the end did come, when his 
sorrow was turned into joy. 

"-\nd as Israel looked back and surveyed the past 
as a whole, must not the sufferings of the past have 
seemed not worthy to be compared with' the glory that 
was being revealed? !\Iust he not have -seen running 
through the dark web of his life, with its sins and mortal 
accidents anel bitter sorrows, the gold thread of the 
purpose of a loving God? 

For .the very blow which was last and hardest of all, 
the loss of Joseph, now turned out to be the means not 
<lnly of restoring joy, but of Ilealing the hopeless feuds 
in the family, of the conversion of the brothers from 
their hard baseness, of reconciling them to their father, 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

to Joseph, to themselves, and to their God. Probably 
nothing short of events so tragic and piteous could have 
brought about these glorious results, without which 
Jacob's life might have closed a deeper and more dismal 
tragedy, a failure ill himself and a failure in his children 

As it was, the aged patriarch now rises to his true 
height: though but the father of a family of shepherds 
in the land of Egypt, he towers a heroic figure, and father 
of heroes; a prophetic figure, "whose eagle eye could 
pierce beyond the grave," discerning futurity; a priestly 
figure, blessirlg those whom Goel had blest: a kingly 
figure, higher, in the majesty of spirituality and age, than 
the very Pharaoh on his throne. 

We, therefore, if and when God gives us to drink, 
perhaps deeply, of the cup of disappointment and sorrow, 
shall we not remember Jacob-Israel and turn again? 
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"Lux e Tellebris." 

GOD moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
H'e hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour ; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain; 

God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. 

" Heaviness may 

endure for a night ; 

but joy cometh In 

the morning." 

COWPER. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE BJ.-ESSINGS OF ISRAEL. 

has ·learned wisdom. He does not try, as Isaac tried, 
to forget and reverse the providential decree of God, 
with the result of four lifetimes of misery, but he 
l:nakes his own will the will of God. The children of 
Ephraim must be given the first-barn's blessing. So h~ 
crossed his hands and laid his right hand on Ephraim 
and his left on Manasseh, "guiding his hands wittingly." 
Israel's will and God's are one. Therefore he is a true 
priest.. Joseph also acquiesces, and so does Manasseh. 
What a contrast to the scene where Isaac, Rebeccah, 
Esau, and Jacob, were all 1n their way opposing God"! 

It is in this blessing that he shows that his sense of 
divine mercy and forgiveness went even deeper th'an 
that of his sinful past. How infinitely beautiful is the 
verse in which, like David, he calls the Lord his 
Shei1herd, watching over His sheep every step of the 
way and supplying his needs his whole life-long until 
that day; and then mentions that wondrous Angel, that 
Redeeming Son of God, 'Who sm'('d him from all ('vii, mak
ing the name of Jacob an Israel, worthy to be mentioned 
with those of Abraham and Isaac in all the coming 
generations! What a salvation hath God wrought in the 
Jacob of past years t 

The Prophetic Blessing. 
Joseph came of himself to receive the Blessing, 

when he heard that his father's hour was nigh. But the 
other brothers were SlllJlllloned to recei ve their sentences 
of weal or woe. 

We have not space to detail each of these twelve 
words, which the Reader will find in the 49th chapter of 
Genesis. If we try to follow up the history of each tribe 
and COmpare it witl'l. the terms of the sentence here 
pronounced by the dying prophet we see the remarkable 
correspondence between them; Reuben, soon merged in 
the tribes of Moab; Simeon, merged in the tribes of the 
southern desert; Levi, truly divided and scattered among 
the tribes of Israel; Judah, the leader and head of all; 
Zebulun, through which the trade-route of Sidon passed; 
lssachar, the rich lowland plain between the highlands 
of Ephraim and those of Galilee, exposed, therefore, to 
the subjugation of enemies; Dan, with its warlike deed 
recounted in Judges 8; Gad, which living in the neigh
bourhood of Ammon, became hardy and warli ke ;. Asher, 
through which the rich Mediterranean trade passed; 
Naphtali, whose territory in the mountains of Galilee 
made him like a hind let loose; Joseph (Ephraim), the 
mighty head-tribe of Israel, only rival to Judah; Ben
jamin's warlike tribe, rife with fortresses, fierce and 
bloody in war. 

But most remarkable of all is the prophecy concern
ing Judah, where the vision of the dying seer pierces the 
future most deeply: what do these words mean? 

It is here said that leadership was assured to the 
Tribe of J udall until one named "Shiloh" come ;ancl 
then unto him (Judah, or Judah thrm,gh Shiloh) would be 
assured a 'world-wide dominion. 

This has been fulfilled. If we study the story of the 
wanderings in the wilderne">s, of Joshua, of the Judges, 
of David and Solomon and the Kings, of the return from 
Captivity, of the times between Ezra and Jesus Christ, 
we see very frequent signs that the true headship of 

Israel was with Judah. Such too was the ultimate verdict 
of history. 

It is related that when the Edomite Herod was'placed 
on the throne of Judah, all Jewi.sh patriots were in con
sternation. With rpl1t garments and heads defiled with 
ashes men went'about the streets crying, "Woe unto us, 
for the sceptre is departed from Judah and a lawgiver 
from between his feet." But they knew not that' Shiloh' 
the Man of Rest, the Prince of Peace, was nigh, and that in 
Him true spiritual sovereignty was for ever a~sured for 
Judah, even to serve the world and save it: "for salva
tion is of the Jews," as Shiloh Himself said. And as 
Judah's outward dominion was but destroyed in order 
that a spiritual one might be secured, so in ~hiloh, Jesus 
Christ, Judah rules and serves for ever. In Him, more
over, the prophecy about Judah's lion-liKe character is 
fulfilled, for it is written "The Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah hath prevailed!" (Rev. v. 5.) And when the 
prophet looked to see a Lion, la, a lam1) 1 For in the 
Kingdom of God, the King is Servant, the Ruler is 
Prince-of-Peace, the Lion is Lamb. 

God grant that at the evening-tide of our life our 
conscience may be clean as Jacob's was, washed by the 
blood of Jesus unto true regeneration of life. 

God grClnt that while even he who must say" Few 
and evil have been the days of my pilgrimage," may 
also say" The Gael who shepherded me all my life long; 
the Angel who saved me from all evil." 

God grant that the torch of life, of civilization, of 
progress, of redemption, of sainthood received from 
our ancestors may not in our hancl~ grow dim or flicker 
out, but that we may pass it on to our sons bright and 
clear, and so pass to Shiloh, the Haven of Peace, and 
to Shiloh its Prince of Peace. 
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The Blessings of Israel, ~~ 
~ The Prince of God. 

'1\ S THE sun, after being concealed in clouds all 
P through some dark, rainy day, breaks forth in 
overpowering splendour at sunset just before sinking 
into his western grave, lighting up the very clouds which 
have concealed him with glorious light, so was it with 
Israel in the latest evening of his days. He seems to 
emerge from the clouds of his long troublous life, and 

for a brief space before his passing away shines forth a 
heroic figure, illumined and illumining with a divine 
clairvoyance,~that light of ,faith which.enables him t<Y 
see and to show forth that which was unseen. And the
very clouds of his past 0111y help to increase this .final 
glory. 

The Blessed Blesses. 

Twice had Jacob been blessed, once by Isaac his 
father, and once by God through the Angel-Redeemer:_ 
and the'>e Blessings had constituted him an Israel, a 
Prince of God. And now in turn the Blessed ber.;omes 
Blesser. For so is it in the economy of God:- whoso 
wishes to be a blessing must first receive it; whoso 
drinks of Christ the Living Water becomes himself a 
well-spring 0f living water. ~ 

Three blessings are recorded int-he sunset hour 01 
Israel's life; the first when he blessesthe proud Pharaoh 
himself: the second when he blesses the son of his love~ 
Joseph, through his two sons; the third when he blesses 
the twelve patriarchs, with prophecy of things to come. 
They might be called the Kingly, the Priestly, and the 
Prophetic Blessings. 

The Kingly Blessing. 

An old, bowed Bedouin Sheikh faces the Monarch 
of the proudest kingdom of the world. Yet the formel~ 
figure towers high above the latter. It is the less who 
"without all contradiction is blessed of the greater." 
Israel the greater blesses Pharaoh the less. 

It was during that interview that Jacob utters the
words to which we have several times already alluded~
in which hi'> deep ineffaceable sense of the trouhles and 
evils of his past is expressed-briefly, but the very brief
ness shows the emotion that" lies too deep for tears." 
Clearly the penitence is deep: but it is not the remorse 
of a Judas which only leads to death: it is, as we shall 
see, accompanied by a correspondingly profound sense 
of redemption and peace, through the mercy of God. 

The Priestly Blessing . 

This scene, in which Israel blesses Joseph's sons
and Joseph through his sons, is full of pathetic reminis
censes of the past. What a true picture it is of old age, 
always recurring to the past, yet with a grasp on the 
future that makes it as though it were already present. 

It is Jacob, the frail, fading piece of humanity, who· 
is· warned of Joseph's approach. It is L~rael, the undying 
spiritual man, who" strengthens himself" by the grace
of God and sits up upon his bed ready for the spiritual 
task he knows awaits him. 

It is jacob, who caJ1s to mind various scenes of the
past--tile experience at Bethel, and God's promise to him 
there~-~and that still fresh-remembered scene on the road 
to Bethlehem which suddenly obtrudes itself on Rachel's 
lover as he talks to Rachel's son. But it is i:,ral'l who 
forgetting the things behind looks to the things that are 
before, and gives his priestly blessing to Joseph through 
Ephraim and Manasseh his sons, 

Here, as in his own case, Ephraim the younger 
has to be preferred before the elder. And now Jacob 

".0 
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the world of Grace as of. Nature there is that which 
seems, from one point of view, divine prodigality, from 
another, divine economy. 

We also see how it is that the Injeel has taken the 
form of Tradition, that is a record of what the Incarnate 
Word did as well as what He said. For men speak by 
their actions. The saving work of Christ in particular 
is even more in what He was and what He did than what 
he said. Our salvation was wrought out in a work of 
Suffering wherein words played a very small part indeed. 
The core of the Good News is not that Christ said God 
loved us, but that His Incarnate One died for us and thus 
showed us what that love was. 

We see also how incorrect it is to say that the Injeel 
or any Book was" sent down" on Jesus. He was the 
Word, not, He had the word. He was the Revelation 
of God, not received it or saw it. 

The function of the written Word, then, was to in
terpret those Divine Acts of the Incarnate Word. What, 
then, when we consider the second part of the Injeel
the Epistles and other writings? These are entirely con
cerned with the doings and teachings of the disciples of 
Christ after His ascension. Yet they claim no credit to 
themselves: they do what they do and say what they 
say through the fact that they are possessed by the Holy 
Spit it, who was sent in fulness to possess them after the 
Ascension of Christ and hence is called not only the 
Spirit of God, but the Spirit of Christ; that is, the Spirit 
which animated the Life of the Incarnate Ward in the 
days of His flesh. And so this second half of the Injeel 
is, in another way, the record of the words and acts of 
the Incarnate Word; only whereas the first half concern
ed what He did and said directly in His days on earth, 
the second concerns what He did and said by His Spirit 
working in the lives of His own after His ascension to 
heaven. And the reason why the record was 1,10t closed 
with the Ascension was simply this: that then was the 
time for Divine Acts rather than teachings by word: 
the intf'rpretatioll of those acts, of which the Ascension 
was the last, must, therefore, come after the Ascension, 
tIn-pugh the instruction and inspiration of the Spirit, 
according as Christ Himself said on the eve of His 
atoning death: "The Holy Ghost whom the Father shall 
selld in My Name shall teach you all things and bring 
all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said 
unto you." "I have yet many things to say unto you 
but ye cannot hear them now. Howbeit when He, the 
Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you into all the truth 
... and He will show you things to come. He shall 
glorify Me for He shall receive of Mine and shall show 
it unto you." So then we see that the doings and sayings 
of Paul, and Peter, and James and John and the others, 
are part of the revelation of God in Christ and give us 
the interpretation, the significance, of those great silent 
Divine Acts, the Incarnation, Atonement, Resurrection, 
and Ascension, the work which wrought out the salvation 
of the human race. And the Book, the Injeel, the New 
Testament, is a summary of those acts, and a summary 
of the interpretation of their significance. In no other 
Book will you find either the one or the other, and there
fore the Book is itself the \iV ard of God in a true sc:~s::,. 

.._---_ ... _---

But it is not itself in a primary sense the Revelation of 
God: it is the index to that Revelation which is Christ. 
While Christ was in the world and while His eye 
witnesses were alive, the Book, as.a Book, did not exist; 
it was only when that generation was about to pass 
away that God moved the sacred writers to embody their 
recollections or teachings in writing for the sake of those 
who came after. Could any thing be more clear? It is as 
though God were saying, "No longer shall any Book as 
Book be considered my last word to men; for a Divine 
Human Life is my last Word to men, now and for 
ever." 

And this is why the actual text of the written Injeel 
is open to the freest enquiry. Scholars conduct reverent, 
accurate, truth-loving researches into the human aspects 
Of the Book, the dates of the various writings, their 
authorship, their precise text, etc., etc .. and we welcome 
all they can· tell us. And these researches only reveal 
more and more clearly the glory of that Divine Human 
Life in whom we believe, who reveals God to us, in whom 
we have found salvation. 

I must now conclude. Our Moslem friends will now 
understand why it is that, these things being so, it is im
possible for us to acc( pt any revelation or Book or 
Prophet subsequent to Christ. The Word was made Flesh 
-what need of further words? God, after that He spake 
to the Fathers ill Prophets hath at the last spoken to us in 
a SON,-how can we then go back to any prophet? No
it is impossible. When you have won the peak of a 
of a mountain all further "progress" will not be pro
gression, it will be retrogression--descent. And in closing 
my survey I therefore have the joy of inviting my Moslem 
friends to join us again on the mountain-peak of God's 
Revelation, tllE' very Word of God, eternal as God 
Himself, incarnate in these last times for us; and leaving 
all other, find in Him their Light and Life and Salvation, 
as He said Himself :-" I am the Way, the Truth, the 
Life: no man cometh to the FATHER save by ME." 

(Hanlla sits down amid silence.) 
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The Inspiration of the Gospel~--II. 

Hanl/ll (contilillillg)-\Ve have seen t~le longing of the 
Moslem to find in the very essence of God an eternal 
Principle of Revelation -a SeIf-expression--a Word 
We have seen how this tOllching aspiration of the Moslem 
heart remains utterly unsatisfied by supposing a Book 
{or the substance of a Book) to exist as a necessary at
tribute in the divine essence, owing to the fact that every 
book as such must contain and does contain many 
elements of a purely occasional nature. But thank God, 
the Moslem aspiration is fulfilled in the Christian faith; 
for it is revealed to us that in the very Essence of God 

-there is a Principle of Revelation--Self-expression--a 
Word. who was from eternityzoith God, and therefore, 
was from eternity God. Of the inner relation between 
God and His Word and Spirit it is of course totally 
impossible to form any adequate conception. Human 
analogies fail, human words are apt to give as many 
false ideas as true ones, and for this reason the Injeel 
its~lf leaves the matter undefined, and only by reverently 
(;ol1sidering all that is said do we gather that God the 
Father, His \¥ord, and His Spirit are One yet distinguish
able, distinguishable yet One, One Essence manifested 
in three Persons eternally. God is not utterly apart from 
His universe: if He were, He would be utterly unknow
able and inconceivable, He would be a mere name of 
three letters. and every message from Him to us would 
be i111possible~--for .a message constitutes a relation, a 
(;onnection. No, He is in some way related to His 
universe, and revealed Himself to men in different ways 
by the light of His -Word--of whom it is written that 
"the world was created through Him," and that .• in Him 
was light," and that" He was the true light that lighteth 
euery man," and that He was ever" in the world and the 
world knew him not," and finally that" He came unto His 
own," and that He "was made flesh and dwelt among 
us {said His apostle John} and we beheld His glory, the 
glory of an only-begotten of a father, full of grace and 
truth."-:' He therefore is, as must needs be, the absolute 
revelation of God to man, the last word, the lie plus ultm, 
to vVhom all previous revelations poi nted, compared 
with whom they were all partial and incomplete, and in 
whom Revelation, being complete, closes; so that it is 
written, ":\Iany were the occasions and many the modes 
in which God of olel spoke to the fathers in the Prophets;, 

*" John i., 4, 10, II, J4. 

but now finally he has spoken to us in a SON, Him whom 
He constituted heir of all things, yea even Him by whom 
He made the universe ... the effulgence of His glory and 
the expression of His essence!" 

Here, then, is the Revelation of God--the W ord-
the" Descended" One; but no longer a Book or any such 
thing, but a living breathing Person, a Holy Life! That 
is to say, the will of God for men, the self-revelation of 
God to men, have been visibly embodied in that life which 
for a short time tabernacled among llS. Here was no 
need for elaborate laws, commands, prohibitions, cancel
lings :-all these are summed up in-" Be like Jeslls, the 
Incarnate Word." 

And now we see the place the Book takes; it is an 
indispensable place, but now definitely secondary and 
subordinate. Its part is, first. to put into permanent form 
a word-portrait of that Inspired Life: to say nothing 
new, but to set down such of the acts and words of that 
Inspired One as will bring His personality and the 
essence of His teaching and saving work before all 
succeeding generations, so that all may be on an equal 
footing with the eye-witnesses of that Heavenly Life, and 
scan it as they did without any accretions of false and 
misleading superstitions and legends, and through it 
know God and be saved. 

And herein we see the necessity of the doctrine of 
Divine economy in the written Word to which I have 
alluded before and the impossibility of the whole 
quantity of Revelation being contained in any Book; 
for Christ being the Word of God, If/l His acts as well as 
all His words were inspired: <\nd His unspoken words 
and thoughts were inspired too. Herein is one of the 
great contrasts between Him and what is claimed for 
Mohammed. For the latter are claimed periods ofinspira
tion, but the former l;;id no periods ofihspirati.;m.,..ior His 
entire life was one long period of Inspiration, and a Book 
that contained the whole record would have to have 
chronicled every thought, and word and deed of His
an impossible task. A..nd this S110WS in a final way the 
subordinate task assigned to the ~nspired Book compared 
with the Inspired Person. Tlw written word is a suf
ficiency and no more; it is not an end but a means; it 
leads to the Incarnate \'Vorcl in \'Vhom alone is know
ledge of God and salvation. \'Ve cannot too deeply 
ponder the words which seem to me to place this matter 
ill so clear a light-they arc th(~ words which close the 
Sacred Memoir ;--" And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which if they should be written 
everyone, I.'ilIPPos,' that eUe'1l the world itself could I/ot COl/

tain all the boo/~s thllt should be -writtt'u.'· Were not these 
.. other things" part of the Re\-eJation? Were they 1101' 

Inspired? Yes; but God has given us a sufficiency. In 
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In Memoriam. 

EMILY FRANCES LASBREY. 

Entered into her rest July 1st, 1906. 

~ 

THE Society, of which this Magazine is the weekly 
publication, has just sustained a terrible loss in the 

sudden death of Emily Frances Lasbrey, wife of Dr. 
Lashrey, of the CM. Hospital at Old Cairo. Frequently 
have we presentee! to our Readers the story of beautiful 
lives lived of old, or in other parts of the world; and, 
that they may blOW that in Egypt, in our midst, also, such 
are to be found, we venture to print here part of the 
words spoken (in Arabic) at the grave, when a company 
of her friends, both Egyptian and English, laid her to 
her rest. May the words issue in the spreading of her 
influence in Egypt, to the glory of God! 

"Vve think back over the life of this our Beloved in 
Egypt. She has spent eight brief, full years in our 
midst, and how full of sel vice they have been! Before 
her marriage she worked much in the school, and many 
are the girls, now growing or grown into women, who 
can testify to her influence upon them then. She also 
laboured abundantly in the work of visiting, which she 
loved. She mastered this difficult Arabic because she 
mastered the hearts of the daughters of the Arabs. She 
spoke with rapiciity and ease because she so easily 
loved. One who went visiting in her company to see her 
methods of work, said, "She greeted those poor 
women, kissed them ane! spoke to them, as /o'villg 
them." That was the secret. Acnd after her marriage, 
she did not abandon work for the :\Iaster, though the 
character of her work naturally changed rimch. For she 
was" given to hospitality:" she made many at home; 
she 'Nas a source of unity, not discord, of cementing, not 
separation, in our circle here. \Vho can testify to have 
heard a hard or an unkind wore! from her? Not one, I 
tllink. For she was ever calm and u1lperturbed. Noth
ing upset her. Therefore, her presence made for peace. 

"Not only so, but she was ever ready to do most use
ful direct work for God. '0/ c have said that she b ad com
mand of the language; so, if it was the most ignorant 
fellah to be taught, or a circle of her servants, or workers 
in the compound, or a Sheikh from the Azhar, she was 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. IN MEMORIA1Vl. 

reddy and able to teach. And how many are there who 
were taught by her and remember the thoughts which 
"She drew from the Word of God, of which her knowledge 
was so deep! 

" One used to wonder at her knowledge of God's word, 
but yet more at her love for God's Son, which was very 
striking and beautiful. One felt it. We remember well 
when she returned from England this last time, with her 
little son in whom she rejoiced; and then on almost the 
morrow of her return, God's hand was laid upon the lad 
and He took him away to Himself. Did she murmur? 
Did she vex herself? Did she rebel? No! She said, 
"But for the climate, he would not have died. I am glad, 
therefore, for by this I know it was for the cause, for 
the work's sake that he has been given!" Noble words! 
in which she express.ed her utter devotion to Jesus Christ, 
and her willingness to sacrifice her very clearest for Him 
and His Kingdom. 

"Saie! I 110t well, theil, that Goel takes of our best? 
But does He take them that their work may disappear, 
their influence vanish, their tree wither and grow barren? 
It is not so! And it rests with us to see that it is not so. 
Her life and influence have not ended, but only just 
begun, if we bear in our hearts her holy example, if you 
who were taught by her remember and manifest forth 
her teachings. That is how she will live and not die. 
For as we think of her now in this solemn and pitiful 
hour, standing rounel this beel of death, can we tolerate 
the thought of sin? Do we not hate the thought of it? 
Do we 110t hate our sinful, selfish selves? Do we not 
long to live more purely and nobly? So should it always 
be. Why should it not so always be? We should always 
live as purely and as nobly as if we were ever in the 
presence of the holy dead, as incleed we are. So let it 
be, Amen. 

"Farewell, then, farewell, thou greatly Beloved. We 
bid thee farewell. Lovely and pleasant wast thou in 
thy life, lovely and pleasant in thy death, with thy 
children about thee~one by thy side, him whom thou 
gavest up for Christ, and one in thy arms, her for whom 
thou gavest up thyself. Farewell! we return to the 
world, but we shall not forget. We return to live more 
worthily of having stood here--more worthily of the day 
when we ourselves shall be called away to our own last 
resting place. Farewell!" 

." Now the Labourer's Tas~ is o'er." 

j\I ow the labourer's task is o'er 
Now the battle-day is past; 

Now upon the further shore 
Lands the voyager at last. 

}?ather, in ThY,!4Faciolls keepillg 

Lern'e1l'e IlOW Thy SCI'l'(l)lt sleeping. 
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There the tears of earth are dried: 
There its hidden things are clear; 

There the work of life is tried 
By a juster Judge than here. 

There the Shepherd, bringing home 
Ma ny a lamb forlorn and strayed, 

Shelters each, no more to roam, 
Where the wolf can ne'er invade. 

There the penitents who turn 
To the cross their dying eyes 

All the love of Jesus learn 
At His feet in Paradise. 

There no more the powers of hell 
Can prevail to mar their peace; 

Christ the Lord shall guard them well, 
He who died for their release. 

, Earth to earth, and d~lst to dust,' 
Calmly now the words we say; 

Left behind, we wait in trust 
For the resurrection clay. 

AMEN. 
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Here and There, 

• 

GREETINGS to our Read~rs after the Summer Holi-
days~theirs and ours! Our frienus will not have 

forgotten that both in the first number of the year and 
the last before the vacation we gave notice that we should 
give the staff of the paper the rest they required during 
part of the months of July and August. In returning 
from that rest, we hope that we have come back so 
refreshed in body and mind, that we shall be· able to 
carryon our Magazine in a more and more interesting 
and profitable way. 

Weare glad to hear that our Readers value the 
Dialogues which we have been carrying on this year and 
last, an d approve both of their substance and tone. We 
therefore bring together once more our old friends Ahmad 
and Bulus, Othman and Hanna, EI Hindi and the rest, 
and shall watch them working out some more of the 
great questions of Religion and Morals. And here, to 
prevent all mistake, let us say again and clearly that 
theirs is an imaginary So~iety, and that these gentlemen 
are shadows, creatures of the editorial imagination, 
called up or dismissed by the writer as he will! They 
exist simply to enliven and make more attractive the 
great subjects which they debate, and in creating them 
we do but take advantage of a literary privilege that is 
universal in all times and places. 

The commercial progress of our country of Egypt 
in these days is a fact that impresses us all :~perhaps 
most of us have chiefly been impressed by its more un
pleasant features of rise in prices, by the rents which 
our landlords ask, and the prices we have to pay in the 
suk! These, however, are mere symptoms of the increase 
of prosperity and the extension of public credit, and this 
latter, again, means that there is an enormous increase 
of capital (whether Egyptian or foreign matters nothing) 
being employed in Egypt, for enterprises of every de
scription, new and old. What we must realise, therefore, 
is this, that this increase of capital will gradually bring 
with it the social problems and difficulties which the 
West has long experienced. Many of us must have 
asked ourselves, "Vi/hy is there a 'social problem' in 
the "Vest, anel in the East there is practically no such 
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thing? Why. in spite of the colossal charities of the 
West does poverty abound, while if! the East poverty is 
tolerable in spite of the relative non-existence of charity?" 
This is a most important question which we cannot at
tempt to answer at this time. We would only say, that 
this contrast cannot last, Egypt in entering the circle of 
}Xogressing countries will have the pay the price of the 
privilege-and that price is, a social question. We make 
these remarks to arouse our Readers attentions to the 
fact, and also to explain the reason why we shall print, 
in the course of the coming year, some articlcs on these 
;great social questions. May it not well be that Egypt 
may benefit by the experience of the West, and that if 
the problem is thoroughly grasped beforehand some of 
its more painful phases may be averted or mitigated? 
At all events, we hold it to be the duty of every patriotic 
young Egyptian to look into these matters. Politics are 
far from being the only outlet for a man's~'patriotism~ 

W W SG 
While longing for the advent of God's Kingdom at 

home, we must not, however, forget its progress abroad. 
It is no part of this Magazine or of its Editors to take 
the smallest part in political questions, but all we say is 
this :--the present restless state of the nations, the birth of 
Japan, the travail of China and Russia, the sympathizing 
aspirations of India and Egypt, the competitions of the 
Western States, should make ev~ry lover of Go~ and of 
'humanity more than usually earnest in uttering the 
prayer" Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done." This 
prayer' covers and includes even the aspirations of every 
particular pa triotism; for the Kingc:lom of'God is greater 
than the glory of any country-and that country is 
glorious which most hastens the Kingdom of Heaven. 
We must, therefore, be particularly eager to watihfor 
,signs of:that Kingdom's progress, and we shall therefore 
publish from time to time short extracts of news from 
many quarters, thus acquainting our Readers with many 
events happening in many remote parts of the "%rld, of 
which they would otherwise be ignorant;, And this will 
tend to the enlarging of our mental horizon, the broad
ening of our sympathies, the intensifying of our hopes, 
the ennobling of our lives. 'Egyptians !;;took outwards
look inwards-look upward! 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. THE LIFE OF JOSEPH. 
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The Life of Joseph. 
Formative influences in Joseph's early life. 

SEVENTEEN years before our story open, a little 
child was borne by Rachel the favourite wife of 

Jacob. Jacob was then living as manager of his uncle 
Laban's property, on the ancient pasture-land of Haran, 
situated between the valleys of the Euphrates and the 
Tigris, from which his grandfather Abraham hac! recei veel 
his second call from God. When yet a child, he was 
one day hastily caught up by his mother and put on to 
a swift camel, to fly with the rest of the family across· 
the desert from the greed of Laban. And later on he 
could remember the panic that spread through the camp 
vI'hen ticli ngs came that Esau, his dread uncle, was on 

the march ·with four hundred followers. Kor could be 
eyer forget the e\(~ning full of preparation, the night of 
solemn expectancy, and the morning when his father 
limped into the camp, maimed in body, but with the 
look of a prince upon his face. 

More recently still, he coule! reGill the hurried flight 
of the family from the enraged idolaters of Shechem, 
and those solemn hours at Bethel where his father had 
probably shown him the very spot on which the foot of 
the mystic ladder had rested, anel where the whole 
f3milylormally entt(cC\into a new covena~t with G~)el, 
after Jacob had put away the strange gods that were 
among them, the remnants of their aIel life in Padan
Aram. This may well ha\~c been the turning-point in 
his young life, 

But, whatever impressions such a journey made,upon 
him wt:re soon deepened by three deaths in the family 

~I ;)I.u rL.I .J!IJ ~Y.. ~J ~ J:.."J. .::..jJ ~l:J1 ~\ 
.::...4p JIJ>)I\ .. .:u. ~ J - . ~~.'11 ~ J J='-\ ~. 

~J!. ~l&-. 

......... J!. ~ ~~j) L. ~ I}j) ~ .:..~IJ ~l:=AlI ~ J.I 
• ~.) 4.1.:. ~ ~WI ~ tJ.,,>,,:,> j \~IJ .Ifl .~-'-\ IJ"w.t 

t;l~ ~ IJ..I.A....J J.~.JI ~ J~ ~~ I~ ~\ '11 ~~~ .'1 ~ Jt... 
~ J u.\ J:fI.r .. 1 ~I .:..,j,;?\ ~ ~ : Jlj-

.:.. ,ll JI -.9> t..;,~r:. Y" ~.)lIJ 11"'-111 JI Uo\ y" I.:u. ~\ ,: ~ 
_" 

....A-Ji ~ \.,b. 

~l ~L.atl a~ cl.A>.) .....A .... J!.JIJ>\ J ~-'11 j.&:j, 

circle. For here at Bethel the old family nurse, Deborah .. 
passed a way, the last link with those past clays when 
Rebeccah had Leen trought tb:: same long journey from 
Paclan-Aram to Le Isaac's wife. But soon Joseph was 
about to suffer a stili greattr loss; for as the long 
caravan moved slowly up to the ~llarrow ridge along 
which the aJlcient villag.~; of Eetblehem was built. sud
denly a halt was called. his belovee! mother Rachel 
could 110t go a nother step, and there by the roadside, 
which the blessed Saviour subsequcl1lly trod, she diecl, 
leaving to Jacob <:'1,d Joseph a rrecicus babe to care for, 
wilOm they called Eenjamin. And not long after. the 
lad stood with his fathcr and hi'S brethren before 
Machphelah's cavc, tbe family burial place, to lay his 
grandfather Isaac in his last earthly resting-place. 
These things ancl memories made Joseph what he W2S. 

It lllay be th2t S.0111C Loys and girls have passed 
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through· experiences not unliketnose of Joseph. 
They have lost treasured friends. They feel lonely even 
when at home. To them it is all important that they 
trust in "the mighty God of Jacob," and enter into 
covenant with God. 

Question :~Have I taken the God of Israel to my God? 
Resollltion :-" This God shall be my God for ever 

and ever; He shall be my Guide, even unto death." 

The experiences of Joseph's boyhood. 
But let us try and trace out some of the later ex

periences in Joseph's boyhood, in order to understand 
how he became the man he afterwards was. The first 
thing we notice was his father's love. We are told that 
"Israel loved Joseph more than all his children." There 
were special reasons for this. First, he was the child of 
his old age, of his beloved Rachel, who so often remind
ed him of her. Then, he was the child of his hopes, for 
Reuben his first-born had· gone wrong and brought 
disgrace upon the family. And Simeon and Levi had 
shown a bad revengeful spirit, full of cruel anger and 
blood-thirsty self-will. In contrast to this Joseph showed 
from the first signs of coming greatness He was old 
for his years, acting as chief shepherd even at the age 
of s~venteen. He was jealous for the family honour, 
and thus he brought to his father" the evil report" about 
his brethren, and their sinful ways. And for these 
various reasons J ~cob had bestowed upon him "the 
coat of many colours," which many have taken to have 
conveyed with it the coveted birth-right. 

[At any rate we are told in 1. Chron. v., I., that 
Reuben's birth-right was given to the sons of Joseph.] 

What wonder if his elder brethren "hated him and 
could not speak peaceably unto him." 

But the jealousy and hatred of his brethren was only 
aggravated by Joseph's drra11l, that he would become the 
centrelff family lU;'. His father had encouraged the idea. 
And now he himself dreamed that it would come to pass. 
And in a land, where even to-day dreams play a much 
greater part than they do in the West in guiding and 
stimulating religious life, we can well believe how they 
must have added fuel to the fire of jealousy already 
burning in his brethren's heart. "They hated him yet 
the more for his dreams and for his words." {Gen. 
xxxvii., 8.) But we cannot fully estimate the intluence 
which these two dreams had over Joseph's life. 

Leaving to another time, in detail, the consideration 
of the cruel actions of his brethren towards him, let us 
take three simple lessons from the story for ourselves 
to-day. The first is that of filial obedience. What a side 
light we have here (in v. 13, 14) on Joseph's character as 
a lad! In the first place we find that Jacob trusted him 
with a very difficult errand. It was no pleasant or easy 
matter for Joseph to go down to Shechem, where his 
brethren were so unpopular, to enquire where they were 
or how they were getting on. And any lad might have 
shrunk from such a task. It was not less difficult when 
he knew that his brethren hated him as well. But Joseph 
was ready to go at once. His time had not yet come to 
lord it over his aged father, and so he did as he was told. 

The second lesson is that of brotherly love. Joseph did 
not only go because he was sent, but because l1e loved his 
brethren, in spite of their jealousy of him. This comes 
out so well in his answer to the man of Shechem, "I seek 
my brethren." He not only sought those that were lost 
but he went after them until he found them. 

The third is that of Joseph's rejection by his brethren. 
How mysterious it all was. Think of the humiliation 
of being stripped of his precious coat, of his agony of 
suspense as he was cast into the pit, of his broken heart 
as he came at last to realise that he was hated and 
rejected by his father's sons, that they could sell him as 
a ~lave and banish him into a foreign land while yet a 
lad of only seventeen! He had not even the solace of 
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knowing tilat at any rate Reuben, his eldest brother, was 
no willing accomplice in the plot. 

CHILDHOOD'S years are passing o'er us; 
Soon our school-days will be done; 

Cares and sorrows lie before us, 
Hidden dangers, snares unknown. 

o may He, who, meek and lowly, 
Trod Himself this vale of woe 

:\Iake us His, and make us holy, 
Guard and guide us while we go. 

Hark! it is the Saviour calling, 
, Little children, follow Me! ' 

Jesus, keep our feet from falling; 
Teach us all to follow Thee. 

Soon we part-it may be never, 
N ever here to meet again; 

o to meet in heaven for ever! 
o the crown of life to gain! 
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The Return· from the Holidays. 
(Reunion of the" Cairo Religious Discussiot) Society.") 

WALKING aiong the Mu~ki one evening towa~ds fhe 
- - end of August, our fnend Hanna caught SIght of 

the President of the Society going East as rapidly as the 
thoroughfare of that hustling stre~t would allow. 

"Where are you going so fast?" he cried as he 
hailed him. " We Orientals used to have a reputation 
for leisureliness~but look at this roaring street! " 

"Why_. don.'t you know? We have an informal 
meeting of our Society. 1 hope, morever, everybody will 
be present." 

. " But why have I not been informed? ,i 
"The Secretary,I know, sent a letter by post to 

everyone-and I saw yours, addressed to your lodgings 
in the Hilmiyeh." 

"Oh, I have moved. They were not nice lodgings
I have removed to the Faggalah .quarter. It is terribly 
hard for us students to get decent lodgings. The rOOrllS 
themselves arc poor, the life in cafes is expensive and 
undesirable for young men. What wonder many go 
wrong! I wish we had some hostels like those mentioned 
by El Hindi in Calcutta and Allahabad. Institutions 
where students can sleep and board and study, and 
where they are helped and looked after a little." 

"We must get EI Hindi to give us an account of 
them one day. Could you not get your friends at Bab
el-Luk to start one? " said the President. 

"Our friends at Bab-el-Luk very naturally vrish to 
have some guarantee that if they started one it would 
be filled." 
. "Well, we shall see. Look out for that bicycle 

behind you! " 
,. Look out, yon, for that arabea in front of you! " 
Before long they reached the meeting-room and 

found that all the members had arrived. Many were the 
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greetings and salutations that passed, and great was the 
good humour that prevailed. As the coffee was being 
.(Irunk and the cigarettes smoked tl'e President asked: 

".Well, Osman Effendi, where have you been during 
the vacation? " 

"Oh, only among the fellaheen at our grange in 
Kalioubiyeh--a vegetable sort of existence. You get up 
in the morning-read your Jlfillbar down to the advertise
ment of the latest oil-machine; do 110thing till noon; 
:sleep; try to read an English novel or study a little
give it up; go a walk to the village and back; have 
'supper, ane! go to bed tired with doing nothing. The 
<>nly good thing is, that the air is good and one gets 
fat with the nourishing food. But there is no company, 
no books-or somehow one cannot read what books 
<me has." 

" Well, I should have thought it rather a good op
))Oltunity for study. vVhat die! you ~o, Sheikh Husain?" 

" 1 thought I would see something outside Egypt, so 
I took ship for Beyrout and went up into the" Lebanon. 
It is beautiful country-fresh rock springs everywhere 
:and splendid fruit. The fruit orchards are as numerous 
there as cotton, durra or barsheem are here. Yet the 
.people say they are not contented and envy Egypt, 
while we often envy the Lebanon! I saw the Protestant 
College at Beyrout, too. It is a magnificent Institution 
--1 hear that some Egyptians prefer to send their sons 
there even to sending them to Europe." 

"That," said Sheikh Abdallah, " is because there is 
at least a moral and religious tone there. One would 
rather send oi1e's son there, Christian though the place 
be, than to Paris or V:enna where he would very likely 
learn atheism and immoral habits." 

"On the other hand," said Fahmy, "he might come 
back a . tronger Moslem than before. Look at the 
-«theism of the Continent, the extraordinary forms of 
worship there, the vices of the U ni yersity towns-" 

"We l1Ulst be careful not to say too much," said 
El Hindi; "would a foreigner be particulary struck by 
the religiousness or the morality of our own centres of 
learning? The fact is, you must look a little below the 
surface in all great towns and among all student com
munities if yOLl want to find what faith or ]o\'e of good-
ness there, is. (To be' COlltilllled.) 

Il~·-\,I ~I)..\I\ JI ~,- .A..t. ~ ~\'\ J )Li...1~\ » : -. . 
«! ~\ i.f}1 J\':"';\~'»:-

~lAc.i ~~ ~lJ. \~ ; t.~ \'\ i.; j- ~~\'\ J>." J:u ~J 
.. " . I 

.....:~\J .",All .;:.t.)b (A ~~-=- ~\;J ~J ~~l:AlJ . ~I 

..:; f" 0:,i , : I$~i ~~ ~~)\ Jw ~.J..\ J d-I J>')J 
• • 

« .s.u\ ~~~ ~ 
.::.:S" ~ ~)WI ~ ~r.1Al~ ~~ J ~J..' i l , ~~~ - ." .. ".. tJ-=- ~ ~~\ .rl J\ (~\) 1)\1 ~~ i;1 . ~\;~~ ~ ~I 

~'J) ~u..i f iLi f "I..\AII":";J JI "~)lS jJ;1; ~jl ~\,-\,I .. .. f. .. .. 
.' i~'J ~\t ,) "", (- ':J.-~i ~t; i.,i\ (-~ V)")\ J\ ~~\ 

~la.l. J J "I".. (.$,..., ..!.IIt.~ ~\ l4> .J-GI ;~ ;';" ~ ~IJ 
~~~ \,1 leI ~\ j. ~ ..l-=-4 u .L. "J .jL., .. leJ .i.i... ... 

c ~\I.a.. Jr:. ~t.J \'- .;:.t j i i J.j> oj,:... ~ (J1l.aJ i ..? J . 
• 

1~L. ~ &,~':"';IJ-' J)..\U 4;.f ~ ~I .:,..;""U ~.:-
, L::..w 

; ?~\I..:..r) 4$ .,-1.1)-AII t)~b.~_l\J)-I' j .::.-f.) • :-
~ Io!lJI.:. J;J-\~' ~ . .)~ ~ J\ ..:..~~ t,:..j 4:.J J~ JI 
Je-. } r- ;1.;~UI ~ tAIIJ )Li\'\ J ~ f J t::' .Y.IJ I~ 
. ~<i.-""'~')\J ;J~'J JaAlI J~.!oUlJ. )liY\ ~;W.J. ~,.,;i 
c: ~.rzl\ ~Jj,-': J! ~~.:r ~,;..\) J:.;' Jla)llt 1.1,. ~J 

.. .'" 
~'~J~ ~)~ 41 ~)j ..\tJ! r-~J ~ ltbt..:1 

« ~)Ji J&- ~ ~ ~r..al.1 ;.r 0'.;:::£i1 ~\ ~J \..l?,"" ~~ 
~ 

J.At1 n •. ~J\ 'rp\,1 ...... ).J.l\ I'I.l.i.i JI L\) ..!.II'; ,-W ): -

.u-) ~\ ~ (~ ...... )..\tl Si ')\J) I!~l:,. JI ~..\IJ J....) ~\ 
«4.I.))\J .;.DI r ..\.; J \,1 ·JI ., Y'!. \' .:.-.-;.> ~ Ji ~)~ JI 

.. .. .. .. /"" 

J..\;".~ :';"I")LY~ W~\ ~I\ .l\c l~) ..r\.,.l~ ~) : -

«r~I~)JJ"~~jJ'r":b~" [\;i JJ ~)J\ 1f;l.) .. j~\JA.("I\J 
.JI.,i\'\ 0.1 .. SA J. .j )2;':')\ j Jf:. '} » : ~\; ~..\.1\.w..~ 

J ~~, ,:",,;~\,i J.J-~ j t.J..I.P:""J ~bT .;y J-'" ~.; 
• 

;j,,.)tli .;:.tl,,~ J .)..\\.I J\y .. \ ,J ~..\.:l~ :.;";".)\ ':""f: t.:\ ~ L:..,,)..\.o 

II • C)L4U r;~ J ~\.c. 1 J \..\_i. J ("('j. ~\ J~ 



electronic file created by cafis.org

! 
I. 

~ ~)\\~\if¥..>~W ~~\; 

(,j,ll ~I:: ~~, ~ J~ ) 
--- ........ -

,)1 ("I " . • 1' 
t...i \. II <;..-i 

J.\i..1 
':'~\J'-' .:J' ...;f . . • .. IJ . ~ . . , . 

,Jj ;) ..;~ ;) 

t- . - o •• ~ i:>L ~I ).)1.,... , 
'(A •• 't' 'I • (J)J"';~ ) ) • 'I 

-
t- •• 0' •• (~) ~'JI:.. . " 
'I't • • 't' .. ( J)J ....;~ ) •• t 

'(( •• 't'.. ) ~..I\I ":"~GJI J~' ;))~I 0 

n •• 't' .. IJ:LlI u WI' ....;~'J ·1.~~1 ":"\s!' , - J 0) i.I.l! " u:-.. , 
tA" , .. (J)J ~~ ) \)\ • .81 J ~~I " 

t •• •• 'I- • M~IJ ;1;.,:\1 ~ Jo. ~I u\"fi.1 A 

t •• , • - ". J:U:.' IY"!' ~..I.:-" r~ ~~i.J §}l1 ;.)~ ... 

t .. • •• ". (J)J"';~) Co:)\; ~I.,.L ..:..1;1 1 ,. 

I Iii (c:W' ~) ! C;\.lI1 ~I ii ";-11 " 

I )) . .) Y.J.a-1 ~ ..:..I),\J.I \" 

\, " .pl J.i":"» 1;1. \'t' 

'I' .. \. 

'I' •• ,. 
,. •• , . 
'I' •• , . 
'I' •• I' . 
, •• t , •• t 

:,»' ,;..JI . , 

J..,.!JI ,y .,., jJl .>\0:.. I I;\' , 

. ~,r.}1 ~\ J J.,..s:l~1 .;~ ,. 

t.. ;I"";IJ t..~1 ~ 

"';liJ" (. i.Jjl to 

~l::i -, -1 \ 0 . J~ 

(rf=-' ) ..:..1:.:11, .) ~ J ~, ~ )'" , 
•• • 

.)~J~'J .~">\! ":"I.!_~ ,I .~:>u ~Ij " 

~1j1.if~1 A 

i 
I 

, 
, 

----,-



electronic file created by cafis.org

" God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth." 

Orient and Occiden 
Moral and Religiou~ magazine. 

The Editors :-The Revd. W. H. T. GAIRDNER, B.A., Oxford, a.nd 

Publis h e d 0 11 Thursda.ys 
In Oa.Iro. 

. CONTENTS OF No. 28-

'IN ENG LISH AN D ARABIC- , 
Here a nd There. 

The Return frolll Ihe Holidays. 

The Story of Joseph. , 
~. Cbildhood's Years" 11.\'11111. 

IN ARAB IC 

.A. birds-eye View of Europe 
or, a Voyaf(e to Ih e West. 

For Travellers by Sea !{YlJllI. 

fIlil e M i s si on Pr1lJ55. Bou l ac Ro ad. C airo. 

The Revd: D. M. THORNTON, M.A., Ca.mbr idge. 

6th September, 1906. Vol. II.~o liB. 
Prioe. % .P.T . 

The Bupial of ! saa". 



electronic file created by cafis.org

. 
..;:.....~ )~ 

~..,..:..J\, t:"1:l\ .).J..II 

;,.:~~ 'il ~.:,lG I <"!J',...,k 

.r-' ,j'i y. f)~ 

, 
{ 

, v •• , 

<-".)1 ; .r.--I...,.JI.;. ) I<.~ L:..;<- ~ I) 

L:.;,,,. Jjb y-lIN~1 )..ill.j 

;..b-I)I ~I JJ' (,JlJ:.1 .j 

LL.. .;.;....a...i 

~J.....i j I..,..f. .;:.,1)" I,;.:. 'Y 1 ~ 

P.1G)l1 ..r".-<II 0. J ~~ I • .,.:..a. 
( ,1"1" ... ;.J ) ,raJ: 

~UI v" ,.J';:")L.I)t~ J 

J....;jl ..,..f.4:-.~1 .;:.,1cr.W1.;:.,UJ.J 

~,lGl!1 ..r rill 0 . .j .J(jIJI 

( '1"1"'" j.,.;.tll ; .i ) ";"ll I ":,,L. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

.:}I 

" I ~ rp , ;~.IJ 
~.) • J\ ';'''''1;) 
':1 •• .". 

t •• '(. 

l •• '(. 

,t •• '( . 
l .. '(. 

l .. '(. 

t \ 

'(. .. 
L •• ". 
t •• ,.. 
t •• 'I' 'I 
r 

]1 ' . 
r ,. 
r •• /I. 
r •• , ' 
r ., I· 

r .. 1'\ 
I •• t ' 

I .. t 

I .. t 

I •• t 

~ •• 1 t 

I .. t 

I I' • t 

II \1 •• t. 

~~)l\ ~\ v· ~.>w ~ vlt; 

( J~\ "=+ ~\f\ v .. -<ll J~~ ) 

;.;..,)' ~' , , . 

,~\ 0.r I if I' 
--~ 

, , I~ 
t-'?:I ;-'~I, 
.; j:·):I~ ",,:) 

(,)"}¥:J)I OJ,,"" '1'1'" iti"'" \., 

'~,~ n 'l't H I'" : .. 

~,~"...l\ ~o , it, 'I " '\" 
(,)"J..il\ U)I 4;.~r""' 'l'i ! t" ", i i" 

, 
~" •• to!·· 

I '(" in.. I'" I" 

<}I!l I ~)1:1 I 'I'V 

'),~'11 ~~,-01 
, 

;iy)'I ~ ).:J.I )yJ! ,,"> I \i " 'I' " 

(.¥- ) 
» 

D 

» 

» 

» 

("'I ; .r 

:-: ",)Nt ~t 

,YJ:! "')WI 0~ '11 0.';\; u.::. \ 

» ) » r r '",)\;. 
'-' 

,:,:,..11 1 ....:-~ c,r 
"":-l<.Il A6""" t 

;)l..JI y::..\j Cl::A\.1 

o )l.a.i I Y ~('" c,r 
;)UI yeS =:.L,a,,1 v 

1"" ! In. ,I I'" .,» -?~ ... )Wl wl01 ;...)\;. 

I 
\ ~-

A 

1"'\ it " ' ""I D '-::-'<1 1 ,;':J~ 
1"''(' 1"''1' .,: t • ,I (0~ • .j';A;.)(\ k->J,.. ... ;Wi'-i Y')Ui~'11 \. 

, 

..I:>-)! J.,.::--01 1"'1'" '1':. "~I I'" " 

~J o!)?, Il"'t " .. \1 \ II .. 

, L'''I " { I / \1 w ~21' "':-lJ~ f'o \' \'\ •• ; '( i •• 

Jo.lI4JI v';:) I"'i I '1" .. \\ '( '", 

JI!lI c:.:-l l 'cf. I"'V I ".. \ I .. 
(I"'''> ) 0,..1,\1"":-1.«. 1"''' t", 1'(' 

v-(;\GI 1"'''> A '" \'" 

, ~-'.I -.-Jb.z. J -:,)t.~ \ \ 
"--.: .' M 

D '-:b )\;. 'lL) .;} ,~_;; \ ~ 

, ~ '}I ').<'11 '.;G.J'dl.; c,r II" 

» ~\GI c.r: cj ~~I 0')..111 \ t 

) 

» 

» 

,r.r-:' J!.:.: j;~ t, I ".,1 \ 1"11 (-ll~) 
,-=" I i "i 

..,.,)\hll IS-\§> t \ '/ \ i I"!I y .. ' « j:..I..:zJ1 ,j-.~ J:i)l ~1, .. 
:<;'..J,.I w~i£'11 'I' I /1' I 1"1 

"". ,"'-\J --? ~I'" '( Iii :: ",', !'III, 1"''1' ,I '(, " « ~lCl, y::"\:i l wi"';.. ,.. ( .. -
1..1.<. ,:.,\ J'" H \' t,' ,III • I,'" 
..b.J; "JL.e to I 

...A.. '1\ '. ~ .w}1 'I' ':1 I ..r-' "'-' ti Ii' .. , "" 

..,....i! I ~l;".. Y, 01:'- '1" 

(,)"-';~~~J;- '1''1' 

;~ ~\G.. 4;.\.. 
':'I~ '11) Wi .~~~ 

. ! II I 

~~------------------------~----------------------,--.-----------------• 



electronic file created by cafis.org

V' 
... .~ 

b l' 
• t.. 

.... t • I 4>( ~J 4-i'J 
" I • .Jill 

~ .. ;I:JI ~I ~ ,\.,~~ ,r, ~ Ir J'~ ,).J..Ai 
..),.r.JIJ C-I:JI ".1.)1 .,.,-WI J 

The City. 
l\ ~ECENT pop~lar B~itish w~iter ~ublished a strik
P mg work, entItled The CIty wIthout a Church." 
The title arrested one's attention, for at first one thought 
he was going to describe some earthly Sodom, some 
city without any influence for good, entirely abandoned 
to the forces of evil. On reading the book, however, one 
Boon found that the contrary was the case :--the city re
ferred to was the ideal city, the City of God, the city of 
the Apostle's vision, the Heavenly Jerusalem; of which 
it is written ia the book of Revelation, "I saw no temple 
therein." There was no temple, or church, or mosque, in 
that city, just because God suffused its entire social life 
at every point-it was itself, in fact, one great temple. 

.. .. 
We have, in this number, an article about the two 

greatest earthly cities-Paris and London, which, as the 
writer has pointed out, are crowded with temples and 
churches. Yet how far are these cities from being inter
fused with the spirit of God! And we have, this week 
too, a hymn, 'Jerusalem the Golden,' which sings of that 
City of one's dreams, the Heavenly Z~on, where city-life 
shall be seen perfected, of which we hope, by God's 
mercy, to be enrolled citazens hereafter. 

., .. 
. This, therefore, is a fitting number to reflect a little 

on this phenomenon of The City, all the more because, 
as we told our readers last week, we hope to say much 
on this and similar social questions in the near future. 
And the first reflection we would make is this :-how 
strange that a city should have been selected as an ideal 
symbol of perfected social life ! There are other symbols, 
which may seem to us more fitting-a Garden. 0 a Park 
(paradise) 0 0 -a Kingdom 0 0 a Country 0 • a New Earth. 
But a City! To us, alas! a city represents humanity at 
its worst: it stands for social problems that well-nigh 
drive to despair: it stands for filth, smells, high mortal
ity, poverty, misery, and grossest iniquity. Look at the 
London and the Paris of to-day, in spite of all their 
.wealth and beauty! Ncty, but look nearer home, look at 
Cairo! Think of its outrageous infant mortality; the 
disgusting dirtiness and smelliness of its narrow Harets 
and At/ets ; the dark, evil-looking, evil-smelling portals, 
entrances, and staircases of its houses; the poverty of 
tens of thousands, and their narrow, ignorant, degraded 
lives; the mass of sensualism that exists within and with
{)ut the homes; the abomination of desolation in the 
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Esbekieh by night; the utter want of public spirit, the 
,allous self-indulgence of so many of the rich. How far 
is Cairo from being the city of man's dreams and of 
God's vision! Probably most men feel, with regard to 
this and other cities, that they ar'e places to work in
and to escape from as soon as possible; and that the 
-Garden is the true symbol of restored humanity, not the 
-City. 

On the other hand, there are considerations which 
-even now make it plain why the city is the truer type, 
after all. For it is the city where the social organism 
reaches its highest point of development; and perfected 
man will mean a perfected society, and Heaven itself is 
to be social. Then again, but for the cities we should 
still be barbarians: the very words conveying the idea 
·<)f civilisation both in English. Latin, Greek, and Arabic, 
point to the city (civilised, urbane, polite, mutamaddin). 
A city was the ideal of the Jew. the Greek, the Roman. 
Think of what the world would be without the contribu
tions made to it by Babylon, Thebes, Jerusalem, Athens, 
Rome, Cordova, Paris, London, and a hundred other 
mediaeval and modern cities! All great societies, all 
great arts, all great literatures, all great universities, have 
had their seat and centre.s in cities. They represent not 
-only what is worst, but what is best in lwmanity. 

There is another reason that makes the City a truer 
-symboi of redeem~d hl}-manity than the Garden. It is 
this. Progress, improvement, salvation, perfection
all these things manifestly are results of effort, and of 
-combined effort. They are the result of art. They are 
a building-a building wrought in the sweat and tears 

-of many generations. Therefore, it is well that the 
..consummation of this effort should be likened to a city. 
It remind us that we have not got merely to obey and 
follow nature, like the fellah, but in some sense to fight 
and overcome nature. The natural man cannot inherit 
the Kingdom. It reminds us too that by God's grace 
we have a higher possibility before us than to get back 
to the Garden of Adam and Eve, the garden of man's 
innocence-and childhood; we li.ave to press forward to 
the City of God, the city of man's salvation-and full-
.grown manhood. 

Or perhaps the truest ideal is the city whic;h, like 
Babylon of old, wa~ City and Garden in one--a garden

·city; like the New Jerusalem which John saw, a City 
with streets and orchards. It also is a Kingdom-thus 
fulfilling the Oriental ideal; a Land-thus fulfilling the 
Western ideal; aNew Earth-thus fulfilling the scient
ist's ideal of to-day. Garden, Kingdom, City, Land, 
Earth, it will be all of these in one, and thus will fulfil 
the dream of Orient and Occident, Ancient and Modern 

.alike. 

Let us, therefore, do what we can to cleanse our 
-cities, and to help and support those who, like Hopkinson 
Bey in Alexandria, are doing this work. Let us con
tribute something to their beautification, as many others, 
each in his own way, are trying to do. If everyone 
were to live a holy individual life, were to bring up his 
family after the image of Christ, were to be honest in 
business, and were to be public-spirited, this generation 
would have gone some way in the direction of the city 

·of man's dreams and God's vision. 
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Joseph and his Brethren-
(CCII. xx;;'vii.) 

mHE story of God's providence is more fascinating 
•. than that of any human tale. God willed to have the 

family of Israel down :n Egypt fo/a few hundred years, 
for Canaan was filled with warlike tribes which would 
probably have exterminated the sons of Abraham as 
soon as they began to be a multitude. He wished to 
take them away to a place where they could live securely 
and grow quietly into a powerful tribe, able, when they 
had returned, to conquer the hordes of Canaan and to 
possess the land. 

Moreover, they must grow up separate from the 
tribes around them, for they were to be God's people., If 
they mixed with the tribes in Canaan this could not be. 
Accordingly. God purposed to take them to a place 
where there would be no temptation to interntarriages. 
For the Egyptians would not ~ssociate with foreigners 
and so they would be compelled to grow up a community 
by themselves.' 

Again, this Hebrew family had been a pastoral 
people. They were largely without learning in the art 
and sciences of the civilised world, But Egypt was the 
seat of the world's highest civilisation. It had great 
colleges, arts and literature of its own, with access to the 
literature of Chaldea, from which Abraham had come. 
By dwelling in Egypt the Israelites would become 
educated, and their leaders would be trained in the great 
laws and institutions of the day. And it was God's 
purpose to use the Hebrew race to teach law and religion 
to the world, 

So, one fine day, Jacob sent Joseph, his son. upon an 
errand, a journey which was to playa most important 
part in all this great movement, though they knew it not. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

He was only a lad of seventeen, and sixty miles along 
the high-road from the Lebanon to Egypt was a long 
way to take that basket, laden with good things, to his 
elder brothers, as they kept their sheeiJ. But he soon 
reached the end of his journey, buoyed up by the hope 
that the contents of his basket would be an unexpected 
surprise to his ten half-brothers. 

But Joseph's brethren had been going from bad to 
worse. They had not only been dissolute and revenge
ful in their public life, but their character had now 
become more and more evil in family life. They had 
begun by hating Joseph because he was clearly his 
father's favourite son. Then" they hated him yet the 
more for his dreams and for his words," because their 
brother had told them in all simplicity his dream about 
the sheaves (v. 7), which foretold his coming greatness. 
And they were too much influenced themselves by 
dreams to doubt that Joseph's dream might possibly 
come true. So that when he further dreamt that sun, 
moon, and stars, did obeisance to him (v. 9), we read 
that their hatred developed into cruel envy. 

Such was their condition of mind as they saw Joseph 
coming from afar, and it is no wonder that common 
envy soon led to a united conspiracy against his life. 
Now was their opportunity to kill him (v. 18), and had it 
not been for Reuben's compassion and plan to deliver him, 
they had all but beccme guilty of fratricide (v. 22). 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

And so, "it came to pass that when Joseph was come 
unto his brethren, that they stripped him of his coat of 
many colours, and they took him and cast him into a pit." 

Our mother earth has seen many dark crimes com
mitted on her surface by her children, bret she has never 
seen a darker one than this. The calm language of the 
historian does not, however, dwell on the passion of the 
brothers, or on the anguish of that young heart of sev~.\1-
teen, which found it so hard to descend into that dark 
cistern, whose steep sides forbade the hope that he could 
ever scramble back into the upper air. But the confes
sion of those cruel men, made to one another after a 
lapse of five and twenty years, enables us to supply the 
missing colouring for this deed of horror. For years 
afterwards they said one to another, in Joseph's presence 
all unwittingly, "we saw the anguish of his soul when 
he besought us and we would not hear." 

What a story of crime is here! There was a time 
when the germ of this sin consisted only in a ruffled 
feeling of jealousy against the young dreamer. If only 
they had quenched it then, its further progress would 
have been stayed. Alas! they permitted it to work with 
them, as leaven works in meal, until even their feelings 
became numb' and un sensitive to the love that brother 
has to brother in a family. They not only discussed 
and advocated his death, but were prevailed upon by 
Judah to degrade him into being a slave. "And they 
sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 
silver" (v. 28). 

It seemed a brilliant idea to get rid of Joseph in this 
way. For one thing they would get rid of the boy's 
blood, which they would never be able to wash from off 
them if they actually put him to death themselves. And 
then two pieces of silver all round was a sum not to be 
despised, even though the total amounted to less than 
the cost price of a slave at the time. Blltfllotting 
against their brotheir led on to lying to their father with 
sorrow and estrangement for both of them for twenty 
years. 

There are several serious lessons we may gather for 
oursel ves from this touching story :-

(I) Lzfe is jidl of ullcertainties. When we say our 
good-byes at our home doors in the morning, we do not 
know how long it may be ere we shall meet again. 

"If thou dost bid thy friend farewell, 
But for one night though that farewell may be-
Press thou his hand in thine. 
How cans't thou tell how far from thee 
Fate or caprice may lead his steps, ere that to-morrow 

comes? 

Yea, find thou always time to say some earnest word 
Between the idle talk, lest with thee henceforth, 
Night and day, regret should walk." 
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When we set out in the morning we never know 
what misfortune or calamity might befall us before 
nightfall. 

" Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof." 

(2) Olle crime may darken many liv('s. Envy freezes 
out of the heart all warmth of affection, turning it to 
stone. And so "when they cast Joseph into the pit, 
they sat down to eat bread." How I11any brothers are 
to-day dlagging down their younger brothers into dark 
snares, and causing the young and innocent to fall into 
evil pits! 

Beware of the pits of impurity, drunkeness, vice, 
sensuality, and gambling 1 

(3) One sin leads on to another. Hatred leads to envy; 
envy to conspiracy. and even murder; thirst for money 
leads to thirst for blood, and disregard for life; cruelty 
leads to lying and grieving of parents; and, in the case 
of Judah, led also to the most grievous sin that a man 
can possibly commit. 

(4) Acts of sin always lead to sorrow and trouble. The 
loss of Joseph, and the added lie of his brethren about 
the cause of his death, made Jacob, their father, a sad
dened and disappointed man. Joseph, in consequence, 
had to undergo slavery. false-accusation, humiliation, 
and imprisonment. They themselves soon felt the pinch 
of famine and dearth in the land. 

There is also a Divine side to this sad story. And 
Christian commentators in all ages have loved to dwell 
upon Joseph as a type of Jesus Christ. We can see the 
parallel plainly during his early life in the following 
points :-

(I) The father sent his beloved son on an errand of 
goodwi~l to his sinful.brethren. 

(2) The son went in search of his brethren because 
he loved them. He sought for them until he found them. 

(3) His brethren received him not, but conspired 
against him to slay him. 

(4) He was sold to his enemies for money~ and 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

And thus we see that in ~lllife there is a human and 
a Divine side; the human side is full of sin and its con
sequences, the Divine purpose; when it becomes clear to 
us, is over-ruling all human events to bring about the 
fulfilment of God's purposes. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

The Returt) from the Holidays. 
(Reunion of the" Cairo Religious Discussion Society.") 

(Con! inned.) 

He continued, "but consider, in all justice: who started 
student hostels in India and student clubs of a high 
tone? The Christians! Who created education in Syria 
and Turkey? The Christians. And where do you find 
in our own colleges a mighty voluntary religious move
ment among students, partly for mutual edification and 
partly for the extension of the principles of their faith, 
as I found in India and have recently found in England,. 
yes, and in Europe too, among Christian college men?" 

"There is our college in Aligarh, in India," said 
Othman, "Moslem through and through." "All honour 
to it," said El Hindi: "but it is almost a unique exception, 
and it goes no farther than itself. But these Christian 
students have an organisation that covers America, the 
British Empire, even your atheistic Europe, and what
ever is progressive in the Orient. I was present at a 
meeting of the British branch in the North of England 
this year, and was never so impres<;ed in my life. A 
young Syrian, who was also there, is writing an account 
of it, and i.s going to send it to Orient and Occident." 

"The next thing we shall hear is your becoming a 
Christian yourself, El Hindi! " said Ahmed. 

"Well, and why not? if the tree bear such fruit, the 
root must be good. But what I want to know, and 
perhaps Hanna Effendi could inform me: why is there 
no branch of that world-wide Student Movement in the 
Higher Colleges of Egypt. I verily believe that Egypt 
stands alone among the civilised countries in this 
respect." 

Hanna looked ashamed. "It is a scandal, I know! 
something should be done-something must he done I. .. " 

"Well," said the President, " it is your business, not 
ours. Of one thing I am sure; the world will be won 
by that religion which makes believers in it do most to 
secure its victory." 

"I totally disagree:" said Husain, "the glory of 
our Faith is that it spreads itself. If we founded 
Societies, spent money, and troubled ourselves in the 
painful way the Christians do, the world would be won 
for Islam in thirty years." 

" Then why don't 'we ?" said Fahmy. 
" Aho !" said Husain, and shrugged his shoulders. 
"Well," said the President: "Your view is that the 

whole matter must be left to fate or predestination. I 
only say that this may be only a way of covering our 
owrr apathy and indifference. I agree with the proverb, 
'God helps those who help themselves,' and I admire the 
efforts of these Christian students that El Hiridi has 
mentioned." 

.. God is great!" said Husain. 
fhere was a pause. 
"I have an idea," said E1 Hindi; "it seems to me 

that, having discussed the nature of God's Revelation, 
we are naturally led to a discussion-a reverent discus
sion-on the nature of God Himself.. The subject is 
al ways coming up. Differences between Moslem and 
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"Excellent!" said they all. 
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Life's Lessons. 
HOW oft, 0 God, when we have wept in vain 

O'er Thy decrees, and wet with fretful tears 
The heavenward window of the soul, appears 
Thy purpose sweet and wise, in after years, 

Like sunshine streaming through, the veils of rain. 

If we had had our way-if Thou had'st given 
The lesser good in our impleading hands, 
Withholding larger; if the small demands 
Of human choice, that sees nor understands 

Life's broader issues, had prevailed with heaven; 

If we had never wept, nor known the keen, 
Pure, cleansing pain of sorrow's sacred fire-
The broken tie. the unfulfilled. desire,-
Our sluggish lives had never risen higher, 

But, fixed in self, had ever selfish been. 

But Thou hast led me out of self, hast shown 
How love's great circle rounds from soul to soul, 
How sorrow makes us quick to other's dole, 
And bind's each unit in the larger whole 

Of life and love, complete in Thee alone. 

o God, Thy thoughts infolds us all! l'he days 
E'en of this brief, imperfect life attest, 
Ere they are spent, Thy will is ever best. 
o may we in Thy love and wisdom rest, 

For Thou dost know the end of all our days! 
(See Story of Joseph ill this number). 
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Joseph's Education· 
(See Genesis 39). 

pASSING strange have been the schools in which 
some of the world's greatest men have been 

educated. We have seen that Joseph's early years were 
spent in an unhappy home, albeit spent upon the healthy 
highlands of the southern coast of Palestine. Now in 
Egypt, the most civilized nation bf the world, he was to 
be taught in the schools of slavery, temptation, and the 
prison-house. 

The School of Slavery. 

To feel that he was not his own property, but belong
ed to another, must have been galling to a lad of Joseph's 
free spirit. Think, too, of the sense of wrong which 
must have filled his heart, as he remembered the treat
ment he had received from his brothers. But add to 
this the hardness of his new condition. He was in the 
land of strangers. He was utterly alone. He had not a 
friend in all the land. He was not free to go as he 
pleased, to do what he liked. for he was a slave. Potiphar 
had bought him. Were not such circumstances enough 
to crush his spirit, and to sour his character? And yet 
we read" that the Lord was with Joseph," and his master 
saw it. That is to say, he bore up through all his griefs, 
He did not brood over his wrongs. He did what he had 
to do, and did it well. He made the most of life. He 
kept his heart warm and his spirit brave and cheerful in 
the midst of all that was hard to bear in his daily life. 
He was true and just in all his dealings, and so his 
character grew strong and healthy. 
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The School of Temptati'ln. 

Years passed on, and Joseph, from being only a lad 
-of seventeen, became the steward of Potiphar's house
hold. "The Lord" (even) "blessed the Egyptian's house 
for Joseph's sake." And it was just because of this that 
he encountered the most terrible temptation of his life. 

We learn from the story of Joseph's temptation in 
Potiphar's house, that we may expect temptation in days of 
prosperity and ease, rather than in those of privation and 
toil. It was when all went smoothly, and everyone 
spoke well of Joseph, that he needed most to be 011 the 
watch. Then again, temptation is hardest to resist when 
it arises from the least-expected quarter. The sudden 
appeal made to his passions must have invested the 
temptation of Potiphar's wife with terrific force. Egypt 
then, as now, was a land proverbial for laxity in morals, 
and, moreover, Egyptian women enjoyed as much liberty 
then as women in England to-day. 

It seemed essential to Joseph to stand well with his 
master's wife. To please her would secure his advance
ment. To cross her would make her his foe and ruin his 
hopes. How often policy is at variance with conscience. 
How many in Joseph's place would have argued that 
one act of homage to the devil would invest them with 
greater influence and should, therefore, be indulged in. 

The temptation, moreover, was terribly subtle, for it 
was accompanied by opportunity: "there were none of 
the men there within." It was also well-time@, and if he 
had yielded, there was not much fear of detection and 
punishment, for the tempterss would not be likely to 
publish her own shame. Moreover, the temptation was 
repeated day by day with awful persistency. 

And yet Joseph stood firm. He reasoned with her. 
He urged his master's kindness as a plea. He held up 
before her his master's confidence and his loyalty to him 
a~s a motive for faithfulness. He tried to recal her to a 
sense of what became her as his master's wife. And 
finally he appealed to her conscience, and to his loyalty 
to God in ever memorable words: "How shall I do this 
great wickedness and sin against God! " 

There is no one sin which sooner brings about a 
nation's fall than this. For there is none which sooner 
corrupts the heart, weakens the intellect, and destroys 
the body. Listen to the close of Lord Byron's last poem, 
in which he sums up his brief and unchaste life of 
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pone the battle with sin until it comes into the inner 
shrine of our being. Resist the devil at the first line of 
defence-at the first suggestion, insinuation, and desire--
and we shall be saved a struggle within which will 
leave a scar on our souls for years to come. 

Flee youthful lusts. Better lose a coat than 3 good 
conscience. Like Joseph, do not parley with temptatiol' .. 
Do not stay to look at it. It will master you if you do. 
Joseph did a wise thing when he fled. He took care not 
to voluntarily place himself into the tempter's power. 
There are times when some have to go into haunts of 
sin to do rescue work for God. But only when we are 
compelled to go can we count on God's faithfulness and 
keeping poweL 

The School of the Prison House. 

There must have been something awfully bitter in 
the cup that Joseph had to drink for remaining pure and 
true. In patriarchal days the Eastern philosophers used 
to allege that prosperity was a sign of Divine favour. 
and adversity a token of Divine anger. But Joseph had 
all his life tried to be good, and· what had he gained by 
integrity? Simply the murderous hatred and jealousy of 
his brethren at home, and the stigma in a foreign I and 
of having committed the sin which he had been so strong· 
to resist. Moreover, he had to suffer undeRerved 
punishment. Even in the prison he had been kind to 
the prisoners, and could comfort them all from the high
est to the lowest in their misery. Vvhat had it all 
availed? He had been misunderstood by his brethren 
and imprisoned by his master, and now forgotten by his 
friends. Was it of any use, then, being good? Could 
there be a God who judgeth righteously in the earth? 

But disappointment must have been added to sorrow 
and suffering. His childish hopes and ideals seemed to 
have been shattered to the ground and unfulfilled. Had 
God forsaken him? Had his father forgotten him? Did 
his brothers ever think of him ? Would they ever try to 
find him? Was he to spend all his days in that dungeon 
for daring to do the right? 

But yet joseph's experience is far from being alone. 
Some of you have found that doing right has brought 
you into some unforeseen difficulty. Perhaps you have 
done a noble act to some one, and it has been taken in 
quite a wrong light. Which of us does not know what 
it is to be misunderstood, misrepresented, falsely accused, 
and punished wrongfully? 

But there was another side to Joseph's sufferings 
for they were the making of the mall. Affliction was 
exactly the school of discipline in which Joseph needed 
training, in order to carry Egypt through a national crisis 
of adversity. It was in the .state prison that Joseph met 
the chief butler and the chief baker, and learnt from 
them.knowledge of men and things. It was by imprison
ment that" iron entered into his soul." or, as the Hebrew 
runs. "his soul entered into the iron." Not only did the 
chains of iron hurt his body, but the Psalmist teaches us 
in this verse that Joseph's character was strengthened by 
all that he endured. They gave him a tenacity of pur
pose, an endurance, and a fortitude which were tried to 
the utmost in those years of famine and distress. 
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And it is just this that suffering will do for us. The 
world wants iron dukes. But God needs iron saints. And 
-since there is no other way of imparting iron to the 
moral nature, God lets us suffer. The iron crown of 
suffering often precedes the golden crown of glory. 

We can see it all now ~o plainly. The prison life 
for Joseph was the best preparation for the palace life 
with Pharaoh. Let us not be surprised then, if our life 
here below is commonplace. We cannot yet see all that 
awaits us in the palace of our great King. 

Now, what was the source of Joseph's c(I1nfort in the 
midst of all these sufferings? (v. 20) "The Lord was 
with him, and showed kindness unto him." The only 
thing that severs us from God is sin. To the soul that 
is living with God, all places and experiences are much 
the same. "Even the night is light about us; yea, the 
night shineth as the day." And even a prison-cell can 
become a fountain of vision, as it was to John Bunyan 
when he wrote "The Pilgrim's Progress." God our 
Father has often to turn down the lights of our life 
because he wants to show us His glory. 

So, too, God can raise up friends for His servants in 
the most unlikely places. "The' Lord ga ve (Joseph) 
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison." 

And there is always alleviation for our troublrs in 
ministering. to others. Joseph found it so. A new 
interest came into his life, and he almost forgot his own 
troubles while listening to the sorrows of others more 
unfortunate than himself. So, as we listen and com
fort, and wipe the fallen te;J.rs, we discover our own load 
becomes lighter. 

Helpful Thoughts to Tempted Souls. 
Temptation. 

All axe tempted, specially in times of ease. 
Temptation is not sin. but suggestion to sin. 
Beware of conflict between expediency and 

conscience. 
Beware of sudden attacks when off-guard. 
Beware of repeated attacks - once victor not 

always conqueror. 
No one need be overcome by temptation, if (1) we 

resist the devil; (2) fleE; from lusts-and area of tempta
tion. 

Humiliation. 
Spiritual victory not recognized by the world. 

Beware of hatred and jealousy, 
of false accusations. 
of undeserved punishments, 
and of disappointment and depression. 

Suffering often the road to moral strength. 
Beware of doubts of the goodness of God, 

and of misunderstanding of men. 
Remember God's presence. 
Remember God's promises. 
Remember God's people. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. JOSEPH'S BITTER CUP. 

Joseph's Bitterest Cup. 
.l\ ND Joseph said, "Think on me wh~n it shall be well 
1'1 with. thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, 
and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me 
out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out of 
the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done no
thing that they should put me into this dungeon." 

~~. ~'~ ~,~-

"Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but 
forgat him." 

The thirteen years of his humiliation, since he was 
sold as a slave, at seventeen, until his growth into full 
manhood, at thirty, hac! indeed been a testil}g time .for 
Joseph; years during which his character was bell1g 
gradually formed and strengthened. It so o.ften h.ap-
penecl that trouble hardens our hearts, and dlsappOlnt
ments SOllr our tempers. But Joseph remained gentle, 
beautiful, and .;weet, uncler all the terrible trials of those 
years." J\o sense of wrong clune to him, nor cruelty from 
his brotilers, co injustice shown by his l1la~ter, nor false 
accusations by his mistress, disturbed his peace of mind 
or affected his behaviour. He se;emecl to grow nobler 
wherever Goel pLcec1 h m, e\en as th~ little flowers that 
grow throngll the depth of winte!', unclel' the snows, keep 
sweet am: beautiful beneath the deepest snow-drifts, 
only to appear as lovely and fragrant as eVE-I', when 
spring-time melts the snow avv.ay. 

Th" ~in 0; ~!'l!.gra{itu~e. 

It must have been a bitter disappointment to Joseph 
to be forgotten by the butler, when once he had been re
instated to his olel position agaiu. For Joseph hac! said 
to him, "think of me, when it shall be well with thee, and 
show kindness, I pray tleee, llnto me, and make mention 
of me unto Pllaraoh, and bring me ont of this l~oL:~'_'" 

Doubtless the butler had promised to do so, "if God 
willed," but it is equally clear that his memory was short" 
for the Scripture reads~" yet did not the chief butler re
member Joseph but forgat him." 

And we are swift to blame the butler for his ingrati
tude. But are we not often thankless and forgetful of 
kindnesses done to us? Is not real gratitude a virtue 
almost unknown in Eastern lands to-day? May we not 
learn from Joseph to forgive others when they break 
their word, and forget their promises? 

Let water's ripples bear away the tale 
How you and I were wronged by others yesterday, 

But, deep engraven in stones that never fail, 
The story of each kindness rendered by the way. 

Living for Others. 

Y;;Os, there are forgotten Josephs everywhere. We 
do not know what power there is in our heart to bless 
others. to make the world a little brighter for them, the 
burcle;1 a little lighter, the path a little easier. They look 
for tokens from us to assure them that they are not for
gotten. They expect from us some proofs that we have 
kindly thoughts towards them. Shall we not try to put 
a little llew hope, or courage, or gladness, into some faint
ing human heart? Emily Dickinson expressed this idea 
beautifully when she wrote :~ 

if i can stop one heart from breaking, 
I shall not live in vain; 

If I can ease one life the aching, 
Or cool one pain, 

Or help one fainting robin 
Unto his nest again, 
1 shall not live in vain. 
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Prisons. 
mHE idea of imprisoning people is an immemorial 
·1· one--/iow olel we cannot speculate here. It seems a 
simple enough idea, but as a matter of fact the motives 
that have underlain it have varied to the utmost possible 
extent. But OEe thing is certain, that the motive of moral 
amelior2tion of the prisoner is not a primary one; it is 
the result of a long evolution. One old idea, in imprison
i;l:'; people, \vas to keep them out of harm's way, and thIs 
applied very especially to political prisoners, whose 
offe11ce was moral, but consisted simply in being hostile 
to the governing faction. Such men, when public 
(minion w~s fOrt'1Ccl eilough to prevent them being killed 
outright, were cast into dungeons-anel possibly killed 
tLere by the slower processes of neglect, cruelty, and 
disease---a doubtful advantage. As one passes through 
the dungeons of the medizeval cities-the Tower of London 
the Doge's prison at Venice, anel many another, one 
cannot repress a terrible shudder at the thought of the 
ghastly cruelties practised in these awful dens, upon men 
who were not criminals at all, in Ollr sense of the wore i . 

Very often the visitor is shown sentences, verses of 
poetry, epitaphs, written or scratched on the walls by the 
miserable wretches who languished year after year there 
in the dark. 

Such prisons were not, however, the creation of the 
middle ages. The Romans had them. VVe read in the 
historian Sallust of a ghastly hole w here men were im
prisoned and clone away in ancient Rome. 

A.ll the ancient empires had their prisons, and, in 
point of brutality, there was little to choose between 
them. Very often they were quarries, or some such 
places, where the prisoners could be employee! profitably. 
instead of killing prisoners outright, it paid better to 
chain them together in gangs and work them in the 
quarries. They were alJllsed with shocking barbarity, 
and sometimes a man would die on his chain and putrify 
without being separated from the others on the same 
chain. Weo hear of this mode of prison in Greek history. 
Delicately-nurtured Athenian captives were thus treated 
by the Syracusans in 413 B.C. It makes one too sick to 
think of snch things. Tile galleys were in the same way 
a floating prison. This sort lasted into comparatively 
modern times. j\len were chained to their bench, and 
were not unchained ;1ight or clay. An overseer flogged 
them if th~y slackened in rowing. Such have been the 
barbarities of man to man. 

Going further lnck into the past, we come of course 
to Joseph's prison. Very likely it was some such infer
nal dell as the quarries above described. Who know" if 
the extraordinary yuarries in the cliffs opposite Tmab 
<1nclivIaasarah were not cut by despairing captives? \Ve 
call thus the better appreciate the endurance and patience 
of Joseph. 

In considering these instances, it is hard to detect 
any motive l,nclerlying them other than revenge pure and 
simple. TI1C' prisoner is treated as no longer human. 
He has fallen completely uncLr the awful tender-mercies 
of his fellow-·men. 

Another element can, howe\'er, be detected- especi
ally in the case of real criminals, viz.: protecting society 
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from the re~)etitioi1 of their crime. The ancient codes, 
however, generally preferred the death-penalty as the 
simplest mode of protecting society. Small offences 
were visited with death by the old Roman code. Even 
in England we read that, as late as 1800, two hundred 
and tweEty-three capital offences were recognized by 
law. Thefts of five sl~iJlings were punished with hang
ing, and the sentence was executed even on children! 

But, wherever the idea reigned that prisoners must 
be incarcerated to protect society from them, there the 
dawn of better things was not far off. And why? Be
cause common-sense, sooner or later, saw that, unless the 
prisoner was to be on the hands of the state for the whole 
of his life, he must be let· out after a term; and, if he 
must be let out, care must be taken that he was not worse 
than before. In other words·, he must be made better in 
prison. And so, very gradually, humanity came to care, 
not only for its own welfare, but for that of the prisoners 
also. And the highest point was reached when these 
un happy people were cared-for for thrir own souls· sake. 

vVe say that common-sense perceived all this. But 
it took common-sense a very long time to see such an 
obvious fact. People neglected the prisons and the 
prisoners, so that they became perfect hells upon earth, 
instruments beautifully calculated to cormpt the innocent, 
and make the guilty worse; so that when the prisoner 
quitted gaol, he went back to society twice as dangerolls 
as he was before; and the whole object of imprisonment 
was lost~the plan defeated its own ends. 

Such was the case :n the eighteenth, and even the 
nineteenth centuries. vVe have already mentioned John 
Howard, the illustrous prison-reformer of the eighteenth 
century, in a previous number (vol. L, pp. 219, 22J). 

Being cast into a French gaol, as a prisoner of war, he 
experienced the full horrors of the contemporary prison
system. And, when he came out, he devoted the remain
cler of his life in trying to improve the abominable sys
tem of prisons of England and Eurol)e. He published 
reports, he wrote books, he forced governments and 
peoples to listen. He laiel clown his life in a philan
thropic journey which he had undcrtaken. The great 
orator, Burke, said of him :~ 

"He has visitecl all Europe, not to survey the sump
tuousne,;:; of l)alaces, or the stateliness of temples; not to 
nnke accnrate measurements of the remains of ancient 
grandeur, nor to form a scale of the curiosity of modern 
art; noi to collect medals, or to r:ollate manuscripts; but 
to clive into the c1ClJths of cluC1geons; to plunge into the 
infection of 11os13itals; to survey the mansions of sorrow 
and pain; to take the guage and dimensions of misery, 
depression, and contcmpt; to remember the forgotten, to 
attend to the neglected, to visit the forsaken, and to com
pare and collate the distresses of all men, in all countries." 

Howard cannot have effected much more than the 
abolition of the more outrageous abuses, for at the be
ginning of the nineteenth century we find a very vile 
state of things still existing, ncc2ssitatint'; the conse
cration of another noble life to their ame1ioration--that 
of Elizabeth Fry, whose story we lla ve ,~i yen in full in 
our fifth number of this year (q.\'.). We shall not there
fore repeat it here. Suffice to say that a very real 1m-
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provement took place in the a'dministration of prisons. 
That perfection was not reached however is obvious from 
what we read in the novels of the generatiun which suc
ceeded hers, specially those of Dickens and Charles 
Reade. We see that cruelty still existed; but the differ
ence was that it was now more or less done in a hole-and
corner way, contrary to the intention of the prison-laws, 
and was due more to defects in the administering of the 
system than to its intent. But, whatever the reason, it 
only made ~lear the fact, already too awfully patent, that 
human nature is not to be trusted with absolute power 
over the defenc"less: the damnable tendency to brutality 
-the habit of bullying, torturing and crushing the weak, 
seems to be irrestible in our poor fallen race: Out upon 
it I-And yet Christ died for it too,-yea, He who ex
perienced the full force of man's devilry, has, by His 
submission even unto death, let loose the flood of pity 
that has now gone far to sweep its worse abominations 
away. For Howard, Wilberforce, Elizabeth Fry, 
Shaftesbury, did what they did under the compelling 
impulse of Christ's love. 

We have therefore reached this point, that the idea of 
prisons is not now merely penal punishment, or the pro
tection of society, but the reform of the prisoner. This is 
the object-but we do not say that it has been fulfilled. 
All prisons in all civilised countries are now under the 
very close inspection of enlightened officers of state, who 
have no interest except to stop abuses and carry out the 
system properly. At first total separation ofCthe prison
·ers was tried. They saw no one and they were allowed to 
speak to no one. But this was found to produce almost 
a dehumanization of the prisoner, and the system has 
been changed into one where the prisoners are separated 
from each other, but are visited by chaplains, philan
thropic ladies, and others who may improve their lives. 
Healthy hard work is provided; religious services are 
given; the cells are clean and well-aired though dark; 
the food is plain but good. .(To be continued). 
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Joseph's Exaltation, 
OR, 

From Prison to Palace. 

TWO thoughts are inextricably entwined in the story 
which we are to consider to-day: the place of dreams 

and their interpretation in human life, and the wonder
ful ascent by which Joseph was exalted in a moment 
from prison to palace in the land of Egypt. The Bible 
account reads quite like a romance, for, in the morning 
Joseph was acting as a servant to his fellow-prisoners, 
but in the evening he was wearing the king's ring, he 
was arrayed in vestures of fine linen, he had a chain 
of gold about his neck, he was betrothed to the daughter 
of Poti-phera the high priest of Heliopolis, and he was 
held in honour by the people next even to Pharoah 
himself. 

Links in the Chain of Divine Providence. 

Let us look however, hrst of all, back at some of i 

the links in the chain of Divine providence, to see how 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 
----------_. ----

Joseph came to be exalted so suddenly, and with such 
notable success. We have already traced the mysterious 
hand of God leading him down into Egypt. 
Now notice how every link in the chain, after that, 
fits into its own place with most delicate precision. 
God's clock is never a second too slow. No star ever 
sets too early, and no sun ever rises too late. 

" First, the wife of Potiphar makes a baseless charge 
which leads to Joseph's imprisonment; then the young 
prisoner ingratiates himself with the keeper of the prison 
and is allowed to have free access to the prisoners; 
then it happened at that very time that two state officials 
are thrown into gaol, on suspicion ot attempting, prob
ably, to poison their royal rna ster; then the verification 
of Joseph's interpretation of their dreams shows that he 
is possessed of no common power; then that department 
of memory in the butler's brain, which should have re
membered Joseph, becomes sealed lest anything pre
mature should be attempted on his behalf; then, after 
two full years, the king of Egypt dreams. To the casual 
observer there might seem a great deal of chance in 
all this; but the Bible historian, directed by the Holy 
Spirit, lifts the veil and shows that God was working 
out, step by step, His own far-seeing plans." 

"The dream was twice repeated, so similarly 
as to make it evident to the dullest mind that some
thing was intended of unusual importance. The scene 
'in each case was the river bank: first on the green 
m3rgin, next in the irrigated fields along the river side. 
To say the least, it was a bad omen to see the lean 
kine devour the fat, and the withered ears devour the 
full; nor can we wonder that the monarch of a people, 
who then attached special importance to omens and 
potents, should send in hot haste from Memphis for 
the arniy of priei'ts who were always in close attendance 
upon him, even for the high priest himself, at Heliopolis, 
though quite a day's journey from the capitaL But 
neither the priests nor the wise men could fathom the 
meaning of either dream." "God had made foolish 'the 
wisdom of the world." 

Then, amid the panic of the palace, the butler sud
denly remembered his prison experiences, and told the 
king of the young captive Hebrew. ~haraoh eagerly 
caught at the suggf'stion: he. sent and called Joseph; 
and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon, they 
even made him run, so great was the king's haste, But, 
as in, those days, perfect cleanliness and propriety in 
dress were very important in the eyes of the Egyptians, 
even Pharaoh had to wait till Joseph shaved and changed 
his prison garb. 

The Readiness of Joseph. 

No sooner had Joseph entered the presence of the 
king than Pharaoh informed him that he had called 
him because he was reputed to be able to interpret 
dreams. Doubtless a vain man would have had his 
head turned by such a sudden blaze of royal splendour 
about him and would have spoken boastfully. But, 
Joseph spoke with the humility of an unspoiled child: 
"H is not in me," he said, "God shall give Pharaoh an 
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answer of peace." And when Pharaoh had related his 
two-fold dream, Joseph simply added: "God hath show
ed Pharaoh what He is about to do." "The thing is 
established by God; and God will shortly bring it to 
pass." There is many an eastern hypocrite who is 

. quick enough to use the name of God in his convers
ation. But how many of us try to hide our wisdom, and 
point men to the Almighty One who alone is the source 
of knowledge and of power. 

There, in the presence of the breathless court, sur
rounded by the evil eyes of the magicians, who could ill
afford to surrender their prestige and place, or the rich 
emoluments of their office, the young Hebrew inter
preted the royal dreams. 

The Interpretation. 

Joseph told the King that this two-fold dream 
was the Lord's message to him, and the Egyptians of 
his day. There would be seven years of plenty in Egypt, 
and after these seven years of sore famine. And the 
famine would be so grevious that it would eat up all 
the food of the abundant years. What was needed 
was a wise administrator to gather in the extra corn 
of the seven years of plenty, and lay it up in great 
store-houses to meet the needs of the coming years 
of famine. Joseph's policy was to create a new de
partment in the Egyptian Ministries for the purpose 
of gathering up the resources of Egypt, :: n anticipation 
of the coming need. And perhaps it was e'[en more 
the statesmanlike policy of Joseph, than his actual 
interpretation of Pharaoh's dream, which won for him 
immediate influence at court, and led to his being 
himself appointed to fulfil the appointed task. 

The Lessons of Joseph's Exaltation. 

We learn, first of all, do we not, the part that 
dreams .play in the human life. " Your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams" (Joel. ii, 28; Acts ii, 17). The world, they say, 
is governed by ideals. It is men of vision, in every age, 
that have ruled the world. Joseph was such an one. 
While yet a boy he dreamed that he was to become the 
head of his family, and so it came to pass. But it is 
not enough to have dreams and visions, but we must be 
able to interpret them to others, until they become 
intelligible, and deeply influence men's lives. Pharaoh 
and his servants also dreamed dreams, but they had 
none to interpret them. but Joseph, the humble Hebrew 
slave. And we can easily imagine to ourselves what 
the ancient civilized world would have lost, if no inter
preter had been found. 
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The need of Interpreters for God. '"" c...-=--
So Joseph was an interpreter for God. He ex- ~> .,II 0'.)11,- ~I ~~~Ar,J"l.:.\! t:...r';:'~ (,)l.:...;(~ .»)11 J&-e.-ll ~. 

plained to others the meaning of what God was saying ~ J! (,)1 ~J ( 'A : , l:> ~ ) « .;:"> Y> ":"'-\'\ 0.4>.) ," ~.:ul 
to them. And, as an interpreter, Joseph is a beautiful 
type of Christ, the great interpreter of God. For Christ's e J \ Cr- \j.G, Jl..i ~, -,_tAA J" ~.,k.:l\ ~\> (').,>-.,).J ~>-
mission on earth was to make plain to the world the \)11 \ .' 1 
nature and the will of Goel. "The only begotten Son .) .r' e;.-:!: (,) - r-l~)\.!J r~La.· rJ lr" rr:~ ! r;t-..... \ r,J"L:U 
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared . t.,-~ ~.J.9 -l.:>- ~i- L....\.:~ l:l ~.!..('..:: 
Him" (John i, 18). And just as Joseph ir.terpreted • .. ~ 
men's dreams, in which God's mess?-ges were wrapped ~.;-l\ ~\.., ... l.Q.~ .1l? t. I~:') t.:1 )~~ (,)J~ L:,,-:!: (,)1 (-

YD' 
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up for them, so Jesus heard men's questions, and gave 
them answers to their doubts and perplexities. All 
mysteries disappear when we sit at the feet of Christ. 

And there is a sense in which we are all called to 
be interpreters. We all stand in the midst of mysterious 
writings of God's providence, which we cannot read, 
and many have doubts and 4uestionings which they 
cannot resolve. And so those of us who have unques
tioning or reasoned faith, can help others by being 
interpreters for them. We can unlock the books of 
nature to the children as they question us day by day. 
We can unfold the meaning of the word of God to 
those who cannot understand its inner and spiritual 
meaning. Yes, we can be interpreters. 

How to take Worldly Advancement. 
Then we can learn from Joseph flOW to get Oil ill the 

world without being spoilt by temporal blessings or 
wordly promotion. The secret of success is to cultivate 
a quiet, humble, chastened, patient life. " Endure hard
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (Tim. ii, 3). 
Often the most influential lives are prefaced by the long
est and hardest preparation. The blltler's dream came 
in three days, but the world was little the better for 
the fact. Joseph's dream took half a generation to 
come to pass, and fourteen years at least were spent 
by him in a life of slavery, temptation, and humiliation. 
But out of it all he came purified and tried seven times 
<in the fire, a vessel meet for the master's use. And all 
the peoples round about Egypt, besides the land of the 
Pharaohs, were rescued from famine and extermination 
by Joseph's wisdom, until Joseph, even after 3500 years, 
is still a household name all over the east and the west. 

And, lastly, we come back once more to tile wondeljlll 
way in which God leads his chosen people. And there is not 
one who reads this story but should go away with his 
faith strengthened in the divine providence which never 
fails. 

"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." 

God's Providence for Me. 
HE leadeth me! Oh blessed thought! 

o words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
\¥hate'er I do, wheree'er I be, 
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

Sometimes, 'mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
Sometimes, where Eden's bowers'~bloom; 
By waters calm, o'er troubled sea, 
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 
N or ever murmur nor repine; 
Content, whatever lot I see, 
Since 'tis my God that leadeth me. 

And when my task on earth is done, 
\Vhen, by Thy grace, the victory's won, 
E'en death's colel wave I will not flee 
.Since Thou through Jordan leadeth me. 
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Prisons. 
(Concluded) . 

LASTLY, we must add the labours of philanthro
phists and religious people in "prison-gate" work 

-that is, in trying to intercept prisoners the moment they 
emerge from prison, bringing them under religious influ
ence, procuring work for them, and doing everything to 
prevent them from going back to the old associations of 
vice and crime. Are there any such institutions in Egypt? 
If not, why not? 

The system of prisons in Egypt is now according to 
the best civilised models :-but the reform has not come 
from within, it is, one may say, a result of the efforts of 
the Christian man and woman whom we have mentioned 
-Howard and Elizabeth Fry. The state of prisons in 
the Turkish Empire in the middle ages, and right into 
the nineteenth century, was, it need hardly be said, no 
better than that in Europe. Gravest abuses existed right 
down to the time of Ismail Pasha, and, we do not think 
we are wrong in saying that, had circumstances not been 
changed, reform would not yet have come. Christianity 
has often permitted abuses, but she has at least risen up 
and reformed them in the name of her Lord. But why 
is it that no spontaneous reform has ever originated in 
these lands? Even now, where is there any spontaneous 
effort for the reform of the degraded? The prisons and 
the reformatory at Giza are purely government concerns. 
We have yet to hear of Egyptian societies for the visit
ing and conversion of prisoners, Egyptian" prison-gate" 
missions, Egyptian men and women fulfilling the word 
of Christ, "I was in prison and ye visited me." 

Of course, it may be that the solution is still imper
fect. The pendulum may have swung too far, and the 

treatment of prisoners may be too soft, and not at all 

deterrent. In England there can almost be said to exist 

a class that prefers prison life. In Egypt it is to be feared 

that the prisons have far too little deterrent effect on the 
I 

criminals, who, we have very frequently heard, speak 

jestingly of their pleasant time at "Coles Pasha's 1Ilkanda." 

This is of course a matter for experts-for careful gov

ernmental consideration, and it should be discussed in 
the public papers (as indeed it has been), in an intense, 

yet dispassionate way. 

God be thanked that the night of those dark horrors 

has passed away from many of the countries of the earth. 

Through no merit of our own, we have been born in 

better times. Let us do our part in fulfilling the work of 

the forces of light. 
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Clean Hands. 
o U~ article on J o:eph as .admillistra~o.r raises many 
. Important questlOns, social and polttlcal. We ha ve 
already indicated to our readers that we inte:lc1 to say a 
good deal 0:1 these matters ill the coming months, and 
the article on Joseph, with that on "The City," a few 
weeks ago, nukes a good introduction to what we WiS:l 
to say. 

Let us reflect in this present article on a social aspect 
which, though not enlarged upon in the articles above
mentioned, permeated every line of them: we mean 
integrity. It is clear that without a high standard of per
sonal integrity the ideal city will never be realised. It 
is eVel} clearer that without it the work of Joseph would 
ha ve been impossible. 

Had Joseph been corrupt, disloyal t.o the King and 
the state, he would have had unlimited opportunities for 
enormously enriching himself and his favourites; he 
would have created a class of sycophants ane! parasites, 
he would have impoverished the granaries; waste would 
have neutralised the effects of the economy; and the 
country would have starved after all. Only the fear of 
God, loyalty to the King, indifference to 11ersonal gain, 
exclusive concern for the public good, kept him rigidly 
economical, scrupulously fair, and absolutely just. And 
we may hazard the guess that such an influence and 
power at the head of the administration kept the whole 
administration as clean and incorrupt as such a large 
depanment of state could possibly be. 

Without integrity in the law courts and the depart
ments of state, it is difficult to see how any nation can 
rise to greatness; and for this very simple reason-that 
every smallest abuse of power by those in office repre
sents just so much strength eli vertecl from the national to 
a private good, so that the nation is impoverished anel 
weakened; just as the marshes and papyrus' swamps of 
the Bahr-el-Zaraf and the B:;lhr-el-Abiacl drain like a 
sponge the water coming from the lakes, a'ld prevent it 
fulfilling its fertilizing work in EgYlJt. 

It is prGbably true, as the best known of modern 
Egyptians once said to the writer of this article, that no 
country is a bsolutely free of the disease of official cor
ruption; but it is certlin that it is found in very different 
degrees of intensity, from countries where the evil 
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element is very small indeed, down to countries where 
it is all-pervading and all-powerful, and fatally saps the 
moral growth and greatness of the wilole nation. 

'vVe shall not take it on oursehes to decide where 
Egypt comes ill this scale. But, without doi ng this, we 
may still well ask ourselves if it is well with us in this 
matter. 

We do not suppose that anyone will prete:ld to be 
other than grievously couccrned. And the best proof of 
how fa frol'1 right things are, is the ordinary talk of the 
streets, the market, the cafe. Men talk as if bribery and 
backsheesh were the rule rather than the exception. It 
is mentioned as a matter of course. 'vVho tilillks of feel
ing surprised if someone is mentioned as being one whose 
favours are purchasable with money, who has to be 
"squZ!.red" before he recommends a man to a post, who 
exacts a percentage of the salz,ry of those for whom he 
obtains a situation? Who docs .110t know that the com
plicated system of inspectorship i;1 certain department!> 
only mea:;s t11:1t without it officials of all the various 
grades would enrich hcmsc]/cs at th:: company's or 
departme t's ex~)en~~e? We have often heard tint it is 
positively difiicult, or even impossible, for a man who 
desires to be upright to be so, o'.vin,:; to the conspiracy 
of his fellow-employees against anyone who does not 
countenance their practices and join in them. Wto pro
fesses to be ignorant that perjury is so prevalent in 
Egyptian courts that even a just judge often despairs of 
getting at the truth? 

(To be continued). 
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Joseph's Administration in Egypt. 
WE saw last week how Joseph rose suddenly from 

being a prisoner, to the exalted position of Prime
Minister of Egypt. To-day, the above passage from the 
Bible (coupled with that of Genesis xlvii, 13-26), brings 
before us the wonderful story of Joseph's public adminis
tration of Egypt, by which he rescued the people from 
being slaves to large landowners, nationalized the land of 
Egypt, buying it up for the crown, provided for the seven 
years of famine by sagacity and foresight during the 
years of plenty, and so saved the whole population of 
Egypt from famine, pestilence, and death. 

Joseph's Provision for the Future. 

Joseph lost no time in getting to work, for as soon as 
he was appointed to his office, he made a tour through
out the land, and he had storehouses erected in all the 
cities. During the seven years of plenty, which came 
according to his prediction, the crops were very plenti
ful. So he bought up in every market all the corn which 
was not needed by the people, and stored it in granaries 
either in the cities or in their vicinity. For a time strict 
account was kept in registers of all that was stored in 
each building, as we know to have been the fashion in 
those days by reading the inscriptions on ancient 
monuments. At length the quantity became so great 
that they gave up trying to keep a formal register (ch. 
xli., 49). 

But when the years of scarcity came, the face of 
things was changed; for the people had not followed 
Joseph's example, and, as is only too common in Egypt 
to-clay, made no preparation to meet their time of need. 
The consequence was that they soon exhausted all their 
available resources, and came to Pharaoh crying for 
bread. And so it came to pass that they were referred 
to Joseph, for Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, 
"Go unto Joseph: what he saith unto you, do." 

What then did Joseph do to meet the people's need 
and deliver the land from famine, pestilence, and death? 

Joseph's Policy. 

In the first place we must realise that Egypt at that 
time was in sore need of a social reformer. We know 
from history the condition of the land of Egypt at that 
time. Large areas were being worked by a few land
owners, and, in consequence, great gangs of slaves were 
employed to till the land while the leisured classes look
ed on in idleness. '.\That, therefore. the country needed 
was tlte administratioll of ([ fore/glln, one who had himself 
felt the clanging of the slave-chains, and knew by ex
perience how slaves were treated, what were the 
condition of the State prisor,ers, and the sources of social 
disorder. 

Now, Joseph saw that sla·vcry alld 1Ills-appropriation (~f 
the people's lalld were the wounds which were sapping 
the life-blood of the nation. He saw that the total pro
fit to Egypt contributed by the slave-holder, the slave, 
and the robber, was really a bitter loss, however much 
one particular class might be enriched. 
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-ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

So he aimed at the' following ideals. 
First, Joseph determined not to pauperise the Egyptians. 

It was best for them to pay that which cost something 
for everything bought. it wOlJld have taken the people 
generations to recover their moral tone and self-respect, 
if, instead of selling, Joseph had given them corn. In 
this we. find Jose[)h's policy in exact accord with the 
maxims of modern political economy. 

Secondly, ] oseph obtained all the land and cattle for the' 
Crown of Egypt at fle people's own request. He obtain
ed it, not like His Highness Mohammed Ali the Great, 
who, by a single decree, declared himself to be the sole 
~wner of all the land of Egypt, and the people in con
sequence tenants at will, but, at the entreaty of the people 
themselves, Joseph bought their land for Pharaoh, 
so that "the land became Pharaoh's." Moreover, he 
'gave them bread in return to sustain them and their 
families in the time of famine. He also gave them seed 
to sow, requiring for the king only a fifth of the produce, 
and leaving four-fifths to them as their own property. 

The advantages snch a policy were as follows: 
(r).--:-The Abolitioll of Slavcry.-For when all the 

Egyptians became fiefs to the crown they no longer 
remai ned in a status of slavery to individual proprietors. 

(2).- The Natiolla!isatioll of ProperlY (that is the getting 
·of all the people back to the land). And it is very re
markable that ancient historians confirm the Bible story 
at this point. For Herodotus says that Sesostris divided 
the soil among the inhabitants, assigning square plots of 
land of equal size to all, and obtaining national revenue 
from rent paid annually by the holders. Strabo also 
bears witness to the same, and Diodorus says that the 
land was possessed only by the priests, the king, and 
the warriors. No mention is made of warrIors in the 
Scriptures, but the rest is entirely borne out by the Bible 
narrative. 

(3).--The IIlGrCllS:.' ill til:> A.rea of Cultivatioll.-By re': 
,]]loving the people from one end of Egypt to the other, 
Joseph was able to better distribute the population, to 
bring larger areas of arahle land under cultivation, and 
the cultivators nearer their work. This, too, was the 
Dbject of founding cities near the borders of the land, 
while it also facilitated the wider use of desert pasture
lands. 

(4).- The StrengtheniJlg of State Security by regular 
taxation. \Vhen everyone knew exactly what taxes the 
state would require of the people, a great impetus was at 
once given to a more general cultivation of the soil, and 
improvement in the condition of the fellaheen. And it 
is interesting to notice t:lat ancient Rome levied the same 
proportion of clues from state lands as Joseph did in 
Egypt. 

It is easy, frO;11 t:1c modern point of view of a mod
ern political economist, to criti'cize Joseph's actions i 11 

-certain particulars. but there is no need for a believer i 11 

the Inspiration of the Bible to indicate Joseph's policy in 
every point. The facts to bear in mind are these :--that 
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ORIENT AND OCClDENT. 

his policy met with universal approval in his day, that 
his actions were only taken by mutual agreement between 
him and the people of Egypt; that Egn t is an excep
tional country in that the whole of its land is made fruit
ful by the ri ver Nile, over which the State is bound, for 
the sake of pablic security, to exercise definite control; 
and lastly, that Joseph's policy was admitted on all hands 
as being an unqualified success. 

Some Practical Lessons for Ourselves. 

We gather from this story three general lessons of 
great importance, which every Egyptian will do well to 
take to heart and never forget.. First, tlze duty of tlzanks
gi'Ving. for the many years in which we have been blessed 
with seed time and harvest, and have been preserved 
from perils both of fire and of flood. In Christian lands 
there is a beautiful ancient custom observed everywhere. 
All the people bring some of their fruits and sheaves of 
corn, and place them in the church at the close of har
vest, as a thank-offering to God for His blessings during 
the past year. They are then given to the sick and 
needy in each place. Would it not be well in Egypt 
everywhere to adopt this excellent custom, and to sd 
apart some Sunday, or Friday, for the purpose of giving 
God thanks? 

Then we learn the illlportance of providing for limes of 
Jleed. Let us avoid having to depend on the charity of 
others in times of want, by making due provision before
hand, and husbanding our resources in times of pros
perity, as Joseph did. And let us not only provide for 
this life, but prepare for lh:! life which is to come. We can
not find better example" of such care for the things of 
eternity than among the ancient Egyptians. Shall we 
not seek to imitate their earnestness in preparing for the 
life after death? Do we really care about the future, or 
are we only li\'ing for the present and the things of this 
world which quickly pass away? 

Lastly, let us not miss The Secret of Joseph's Success. 
The motto which, perhaps, best sums up his life, is this: 
" diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
--Romans xii., II. 

1. Joseph was dilig:ent at his work. The whole 
responsibility for arranging how to avert the evil effects 
of the famine seems to have rested on his shoulders. 
Joseph had to travel much, to be faithful as a treasurer, 
to make great purchases of land for Pharaoh, to superin
tend the transference of the people, and the distribution 
of all ther food. He had to make laws, and act as judge 
in many a litigation with impartiality. Let each of us 
try to follow his example. 

A }ew simple rules will perhaps be helpful to us all 
---(I) Make the most llse of time; (2) Be punctual; (3) 
Be methodical; (4) Be prompt; (5) Be energetic. "What~ 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.·'~ 
Ecclesiastes ix., 10. 

• 2. Joseph was ferucnt in spirit. There was not much 
in those days to help him in his spiritual life, but we 
always read that he put God first. "I fear God" was 
his motto. "Gael did send me to Egypt," he readily con
fessed. Gael ruled and controlled his life. 

3. Joseph serucd the Lord. He was evidently 
conscious that his work was all done" under authority." 
There are a good many unfaithful servants in Egypt, 
especially in government employ. Why need this be? 
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Clean Hands. 
( COli eluded.) 

WHO would b~ surprised t~ be told that .so-and-so and 
so-and-so 111 a law-smt bought witnesses~as a 

lawyer told the writer of this article concerning one 
of the best-known men in Cairo, who, he said, in a certain 
case, "bought not only their evidence, but their religion 
as well."? And who believes that everyone who has the 
sacred duty of judging rhatters petty or important, is 
totally unapproachable by corrupt influences? 

We are not making any particular accusations. 
Our whole and sole point is that the general talk of 
people, and their tone in speaking of these things, prove 
both the state of things that exists, and the state of 
public opinion in regard to it. No one with the smallest 
experience of the conversation of men in Egypt would 
deny all this for a moment: he would rather smile at the 
naivete of a journalist who mentioned it as remarkable. 

If this is so, it is very difficult to see how Egypt 
can rise to greatness unless this state of things is very 
considerably modified. And this leads us to think shortly 
on the causes of the disease, and the remedy. No ques
tions could be at once more simple and more difficult. 
It is true, and it is easy, to say that the cause of these 
things is individual greed, a total practical disbelief in 
God or His judgments, profound selfishness, absolute 
indifference to the common good, immorality, etc. 

It is equally true, and equally easy, to say that the 
remedy lies in calculating the opposite virtues to all 
these vices. But hO'W t There is the question. 

One can only reply by the steaGly directing of men 
to these things; by their inculcation through precept alld 
example, by journalists, teachers, preachers, clergymen, 
sheikhs, and all who have authority. One who is known 
to have spotlesslyclean hands and character himself, his 
burning words of scorn for falsehood, corruption, bribery, 
and injustice, and his glowing enthusiasm for truth 
integrity, and justice will communicate itself. And 
parents will begin to teach these things in the fari1ily 
more -effectively than they now do. And then they will 
communicate themselves to the life of the nation in 
general, and the law courts and- departments of state in 
particular. We further suggest that the principle should 
be far more widely conceded and realised, and taught, 
that to cheat a company or department is as bad as to 
cheat an individual; to deprive the Railway Administra-

tion of a two-piastre ticket is as though one filched half
a~franc from a man's pocket. This principle is not recog-
11lsed. How easily the. consciences of men are lulled to' 
sleep by conventional morality! How do we men cir
c~mscrib'e the great moral laws of God's righteousness 
WIth our own contemptible traditions and standards! 

We also suggest that our press might do more than 
it does in branding this want of integrity. We should 
like to see convictions for such offences treated with the 
fiery denunciation which at present is reserved for 
political opponents, and the occasion taken to point out 
to the Readers of the paper how such men are the real 
enemies and traitors of their country. Lastly, we plead 
for a revival of a very little known thing, called Religion. 
Nothing will ever persuade us that the man who habitually, 
or without a qualm of conscience, takes or offers bribes of 
an~ sort, though he knows his religion forbids it, really 
belIeves there is a God, or is anything but a practical 
atheist. He may mention the divine name a hundred 
times a day; he may think he believes there is a God' 
pub~ic opi~ion or habit may make him bow in worship; 
but 111 realIty God for him does not exist. He has said 
ill his heart of hearts, "there is no God." His religion is 
as worthless as the house jerry-built on the sand, spoken 
of by the Great Teacher. which came crashing down in 
the time of strain, while its fellow, built on the rock of a 
genuine faith. stood firm. In the great day when all 
things are tested, how many a one from whose lips the
name of Allah has never for an hour been absent will 
find to ~lis terror that Allah really exists, and that l~ing: 
corruptIOn, baksheesh, false weights, false witness, are 
the abhorrence of His righteousness. If this is so and if 
it is also true that such practices are frightfully' wide
spread, what shall we say of the religion of vast numbers 
who name the name of God, or get excited about the 
interests of their particular sect, and are ready at any 
moment 'for vigorous religious controversy? Shall we 
not say that there are many atheists in this most religious 
country? What we want is a revival of personal and 
social righteousness, and of the real fear of God; and 
we call upon our religious leaders to make this the most 
prominent element in all their religious preaching and 
fervent appeals. A religious appeal that is not saturated 
with the call to personal and social righteonsness is 
nothing at all. It will be found to conceal· some other 
object than religion. And it should be put down for 
what it really is~hIlll1bug. 
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God's Scrutiny. 

1\10TH1NG unclean can enter in 
J' Where God in glory reigns; 

His eyes, so pure, cannot endure 
The sight of spots and stains, 

Nothing unclean must stand between 

The Holy One and me; 
Saviour from sin, the work begin; 

Wash me till Thou canst see. ("1.-) 

Nothing unclean can mortals screen 
From the All-seeing Eye; (*) 

Spirit of God, apply the blood, 
Until I hear Thee cry: 

I 

Nothing unclean! oh, glorious scene! 
",ly heart, washed in the blood, 

With rapture thrills, as now it feels 
The mighty power of God. 

* See Joseph's dealings with his brothers (next page). 
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. 
Joseph's Reconciliation (Part I.), 

OR 

The Way of Forgiveness (Gen. xlii). 

W. E have now traced Joseph's history from boyhood 
to manhood, out from his aged father's home in 

Hebron into the Egyptian prison-house, and up to the 
highest office in the State. It remains for us, as the story 
slowly advances, to watch how God once again brought 
the family of Jacob into harmony and brotherly love, and 
led them down to Egypt from their promised land. 

ACT I., SCENE I.-The Family Consultation. 

The drama opens with a scene in Hebron, in the 
home of Joseph the patriarch. Somehow the old man 
has learned that there was food to be had in Egypt, and 
that hungry people of all the surrounding lands were 
flocking thither to buy bread. And he is urging his ten 
elder sons to go down thither also without delay, for all 
their provisions were exhausted. And we are not sur
prised to learn that these sons did not set out eagerly 
for Egypt, for it was into Egypt that they had sold their 
brother Joseph; and though it was more than twenty 
years ago, their memories are as fresh as ever, and they 
can never forget" the distress of his soul as he bewught 
them and they would not hear," but ruthlessly sold him 
as a slave to the Ishmaelites, and then brought his coat 
of many colours to their father, dipped in blood, to make 
believe that he was torn by wild beasts of prey. No 
wonder Jacob had to chide them with the words" why 
do ye look one upon another?" And it is not surprising 
that he sent not Benjamin, Joseph's own brother, with 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

them, "lest, peradventure, mischief befall him" by the 
way. 

ACT I., SCENE z.-Joseph as lor~ over his Brethren. 

The next scene is laid in Egypt, in Joseph's reception 
hall, where, as Governor of Egypt, he received all appli
cants for corn from- other lanels, and s.ubmitteel them to 
personal cross-examination. The part~fulfilll1ent of his' 
bO),'3h dreams had come to pass, for his t~n elder 
brothers were bowing themselves clown before him with 
their faces to the earth. Anel yet how vvholly unconscious 
were his brethren that they were actually fulfilling their 
brother's dreams! \Vhat a commentary it all was on 
their l~'ocking and malicious words of long abo: "Behold! 
this dr.:amer cometh." 

.<\-ld what made it still more thrilling was the fact 
that 11,_' knew them in a moment, though they die! not 
know Lim, for they had alreacly attained to maturity of 
manhood when last he saw them, but lie was solcl into 
slavery when only a lad of seventeen. They were dressed 
in the same simple fa;;:hion as (Jountry peasants of Pales
tine always are, and spake the family tongue he remem
bered so well. He was shaven, after the manner of the 
ancient Egyptians, and arrayed in a costly official robe, 
while he spoke to them, of course, throu;.;h the medium 
()f an interlweter. 
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ORlt:NT AND OCCIDENT. 

J~seph plays a Part. 

And now the Prime Minister of Egypt determined, 
as Oriental viziers do, to play a part, to remain incog
nito awhile to test his brethren wI~o had so sorely wronged 
him years ago. And, just as the poet Shakespere repre
sents Hamlet as seeking" to catch the conscience of the 
king," by engaging the players to act in the royal 
presence, a tragedy which should portray a murder, 
while he determined to watch the .effect upon his uncle, 
the king-.;;o Joseph decided to be himself an actor, and 
to treat his brothers, not according to his real feelings, 
but in such a way as at once to remind them of their 
former conduct towards himself. Thus would he be able 
to form a true opinion of their characters, and decide 
whether they had repented of their former crimes, and 
were able to be forgiven freely, or be punished as they 
deserved. But, as we proceed, we shall notice how often 
his transparentness made it difficult for him to wear a 
disguise, and the very tenderness of his heart contribt-.ted 
to the vehemence of his words, for he had to make his 
manner rougher and his words coarser, just that he might 
be the better able to choke his tears. 

We shall remember that his brethren had justified 
their cruelty to him of old by alleging ]that he had be;;"; 
a spy on their conduct, and that he had reported their 
evil deeds to their father; and so now, after asking 
whence they were, he most abruptly and sternly accused 
them of having come to Egypt 0:1 a hostile mission, to 
spy out the defenceless character of the land, and to 
carry back such a report as might 'perhaps tempt the 
Canaanites to make an invasion on the north-eastern 
frontier at such a time. Their reply to his charge was 
indignant but honest·: "Weare all one man's sons; we 
are true men, thy servants are no spies." This. was 
enough to show that their mission was one of family 
necessity, and not of national ambition. 

The Fa~ily History. 

But doubtless Joseph further desired to elicit from 
them the family history, so he repeated his accusation 
with even more sharpness than before. " Nay," said 
he, ., but to see the nakedness of the land ye arecome." 
Ah! what suggestiveness there was:in their immediate 
and frank reply, "\Ve, thy servants, are twelve brethr~ 
the SO:1S of one man in the land of Canaan; and 
beho:d, the youngest is this day with our father, and 
one is not." 

How these words must have gone to the very depths of 
Joseph's heart, long before the the interpreter had finished 
turning them into the language of Egypt C "One is not." 
So they thought him dead! "Thy servants ~are;twelve 
brethren." \Vas it possible, then, that in their home at 
Hehro.1 they still talked of the family as ~twelve,~and 
unbroken, though they had long given him up for dead? 
Then again, "The youngest is this day with our fath~ 
And so Jacob was yet alive, and Benjamin was at home 
with him! Did not the hurried impatience of Dose ph's 
reply (Gen. xlii., 14-16), Wl1ic!1 w~s twice ~h~lped~'~ 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

the Egyptian asseveration "by the life of Pharaoh," 
reveal his deep emotion at the words? 

They had put him into a pit; ahd now he must put 
them all into prison to test me depth of their repentance, 
and to lead them to open confession of their sin. So 
"he put them all together into ward three days." 

- . 
The Test of Sincerity. 

Those three days in prison, like the three days of 
blindness to Saul of Tarsus, were days of opportunity for 
ample reflection. It was not enough for them to feel 
remorse for their treatment of Joseph. They needed the 
silence of the prison-cell, in which to listen to the voice 
of God to their awakening consciences. Only God can 
convict of sin. And it took three days to bring Joseph's 
brethren to a sense of their guilt for that dark deed of 
twenty years ago and more. 

As soon as the days were over, Joseph appeared to 
change his mind about his brethi-en, with his tactics to
wards them, and the reason which he gave for so doing 
is noticeable. It was because he feared God. He was 
not apolytl1eist like the rest of the Egyptians, but, like 
them, a worshipper of the one, true, living God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. So he would give them a 
test to see whether they were true men or spies; let them 
bring their youngest brother with them when they re
turned a second time for corn; and let one of them 
remain behind in prison till their return. 

Ah! which of them should be left behind was the 
question of that hour! Should it be Reuben, the firsL 
born? Nay, for he was blameless of that foul deed of 
treachery done to Joseph when a boy. And, while they 
all confess to one another, in Hebrew, that they were 
-indeed guilty of the crime of fratricide, Reuben reminds 
them that he was innocent, for had he not remonstrated 
with them at the time. Who, then, was next in the 
family? \Vas it not Simeon, doubtless the ringleader of 
the brethren in that evil deed? Yes, Simeon ought to be 
bound and stand as surety for the rest. The effect, how
ever, of their mutual conversation was so powerful on 
Toseph that he could not restrain his tears, and retired 
awhile to conceal the depth of his emotion. It was only 
after this that he showed his knowledge of their thoughts 
by taking Simeon and binding him before their eyes. 
How little they guessed that the retention of Simeon was 
the first link in the chain to bring the whole family down 
to Egypt. 

ACT 1., SCE;';-E 3.-Family Sorrow. 

The third scene is back again in the old home at 
Hebron. Howeagerly their return was- awaited! How 
much they had to tell Jacob, their father! Not only of 
their experiences in Egypt, but also of the discovery that 
the money with which they had paid for their corn was 
mysteriously returned to their sacks. There was one 
good effect this unexpected event had upon them, for 
they began to see God's hand working in their lives, 
which they never seem to have recognised before. 

But the news that Jacob must part with Benjamin, if 
the family were to be supplied with the means of susten-
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ance, was too much for him to bear. And he burst forth 
into a bitter cry (v. 36), one of the saddest cries that 
history records :-" Me ye have bereaved of my children: 
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not: and ye will take 
Benjamin away; all these things are against me." Not 
even Reuben's impulsive words of promise (v. 39) to bring 
Benjamin back safely could comfort his father. He 
could not part with him, or else he would die. And with 
this scene of family sorrow and distress closes the first 
part of the story which led to Joseph's complete recon
ciliation to his brethren. 

A Half-forgotten Truth. 
Looking back over this chapter of human history,.. 

let us to-day gather one important lesson for ourselves;
that God is in all the e'uellts of our life, even during times of 
trouble and sore trials. And the TNay to obtain r.:'al 
comfort is to acknowledge that everything is permitted 
by Him, and to trust absolutely in his goodness and 
mercy. We must not argue, because the process is pain
ful! that God or man wishes to work us evil in the end. 
The surgeon often seems to have an unfeeling hand as 
he lances the abscess or amputates the broken limb but 
he is working towards healing all the time. So 'it is 
with God when He disciplines His children. \Vait until 
He finishes His work before we dare fo condemn it. It 
is only when we can see His plan from beginning to end 
that we begin to understand His ways. 
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Tne Religious Discussion Society. 
The JVloslem and Christian views of God. 

mHE proceedings of the society were greatly enlivened 
-1- by the adhesion of two new members, the first a 
Christian who had become a Moslem, named Hassan 
Effendi Abd-el-Fattah, and the other a Moslem who had 
become a Christian, named Touma Effendi Abd-el-Mesih. 
Both were very well-educated men, and no suspicion 
attached to either of having embraced another faith for 
baser motives. The latter had taken the name of 
Touma (Thomas) because he had only won his new 
faith after many strivings and not a little darkness of 
·doubt. The Committee had acquainted them with the 
subject fixed for discussion, and had also asked them 
to take a leading part in it, which they had Ipromised 
to do. 

When order was called, the President intimated the 
subject, "Differences between Moslem and Christian 
conceptions of God"; and added, "Above all things, 
sirs, I trust that this question will not be debated in 
any sophistical spirit, or that any speaker will allow 
himself to try simply for a cheap dialectical victory 
over a silenced adversary. I know well that it is 
exceedin~;ly difficult to avoid this spirit in religious 
controversy, but nevertheless we must try to do so. 
Our customs and beliefs forbid us, it is true, to join 
in spoken worship together, but I think the tone of 
our discussion would greatly ga in in seriousness and 
genuineness if we all stood a moment in silent prayer, 
each one addressing t.he Almighty according to his 
own custom." 

They did so, and then Hassan Abd-el-Fattah spoke 
(in substance) as follows:-

"The great attraction of Islamic theology to me is 
its extreme simplicity. What strikes me about the 
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Christian and other creeds is their complexity, and the 
difficulty of comprehending them. But the Mohammedan 
creed commends itself to the simplest intellect,-" there 
is no God but God, arid Mohammed is the prophet of 
God." Further, when you study Mohammedan theology 
more deeply, though you find ample that taxes your 
power of thinking, you do not find any thing that con
tradicts reason. All is rational, logical, simple. I do 
not wish to insult any opponent, but I must say that I 
doubt whether any criticism has ever been made, or 
will ever be made, against the philosophy of the creed 
of Islam. I equally doubt as to whether- Christianity is 
capable of philosophic defence. If I am wrong on these 
two points, I sincerely wish to be enlightened. 

1 shall not, therefore, make a long speech on the 
outlines of the Moslem's idea of God, as I imagine 
it to be well-known to all here. I should prefer rather 
to indicate the chief heads, and invite criticisms upon 
each head. We shall in this way gain a clearer 
view of the unassailable strength of the Islamic view, 
and we shall also give the best possible opportunity to 
our Christian friends for making clear their own. 

We say, then, that the world, as a system of causes 
and effects, must have had a hrst cause; for it is im
possible to conceive of a chain of causes and effects, 
each of which conditions the other, running back ad 
il/til/itlllll_ They must obviously go back to a First Cause, 
or Cause of Causes: which equally obviously is uncon
ditioned-for if it were conditioned, it would be no 
better than the ca\.lses and effects already mentioned; 
it would be in fact an effect, and we should still b.e 
without the originating cause. 
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unaffected or unaffectable by any external cause, ab-
solutely transcendent above all events in time and q ~\ \~i ;u..JI "ill> - ~~ 

~ 

space, absolutely self-sufficient, we call GOD- ;u..JI o.u. ~j \~ll I.!Ul..,1 ~\ t.)l1 4>.1 J ~ .... \ » _ : L.i 
TOl/lIla:- Excuse me just one moment-why is '" '" l' .. • 

that first cause called by that name? Is that self-evident « ': ~" ~l::A-,1 r I 1.1.1~~\ ~ r: \Ii 1-4; 
or dE'ducible by reason? 1..:1 :.lel cS. ~I -,II> ,2'- .,II J~ !l1';)'J Ii,. '1 » _ : ,...I.:..ill .;...;.. 

Abd-el-Fatta/z:- No, Revelation taught that this is v or "-
His name. I am coming to that presently, and will say ,.;. ..I .... ~ 1,.:,. J;\ 1.e'IJ ..... ~ ~ ~U~ Lr:'J" J-L J • r \II Ij",.. 
here, el/ passallt. that most of these points in Moslem 
theology are self-evident, and can be proved by a deduc- ~..:..IJ <,.#'.~, -,lI> i~YI .j.,." J J:4LQ.:1I.~,. ria .... ~I i)\(,lt 
tive process resembling mathematics; though it does not ~, J-:-~ ~ ~> ~I._ J~ 4.:~II, ;l.a:1I J\I....:..)I~ ~I.;I '-.J($.. 
follow that every intellect has been active or bold • 'if 

enough to do so-quite the contrary_ The function 4." • .A~1\ ~t;1 \lJI"" '-FJI 4....+ .. .)\ ~ '1';\. I!U~ ..\:>1 JJ\-

of revelation is first of all to confirm authoritatively the J\I.A: .... \lIJ ~~~ '4," lJbl....-.a .. JI~I.AJ..1 ~)'k.i L.'(, J\I....:.. 'XI.!' 
intuitions and deductions of the reason, and secondly ~ 

to give knowledge of truths not so intuitable or dedu- .. i J~ r J '4;-\1_1 ;\f' J: .. ;r 
cible, such as the future life, etc. 

Continuing, then, I would say that the deductive ~\ ~\::: ~~ .:...-:~. J-I.: •• 1I ,.,,\,WI ~~ J yl-l\ JI J \II JA:;I J 

reason further clearly asserts that this First. Cause, or ( v"\l1 Ii,. ~ ~-:U ...;;\ \lJ) ,.b.\J '" ~I Jl JJ \II ~.JI "i. 
God, is olle (1 need not stop to argue the point); also that 
He is infinite in knowledge-He is all-wise; that He has ~ jJ.>$ Y:.~ • C:L oj\) J~ • ~.)j..\ "'", . 4J..,..LI J jJ~ ~ 
will; and that He is infinite in power-He is all-mighty. ;_~,.' 1\ ,:.A~l:l.\ ~Jb ..!]~Jc-~\i..J., ($ ~IJ ' ',;" f Jc- )jli .. 0'" ~Alf 
The best proof of these things is to try to conceive the J .T.".. J 

reverse and see the hopeless contradictions in which • ~~ If~ j\.i~ \II J I.:.;.. ; • .i JL 
you are at once landed. 

U11ity, Knowledge, Will, Power, here arc four out of t":-''-.J''''' (to) 0)..l.A11_, ('<") ;.)I)\lIJ (~ :i.;J .. LIJ (,) 0..\> l~ 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

the seven essential attributes of God at once and easily 
deducible by reason, and confirmed by revelation. The 
last three are themselves aspects of revelation, and are 
therefore not deducible by pure reason, but given by 
revelation to the sinless prophets sent by God into the 
world to teach men: viz. that He sees, that He hears, 

'. that He speaks. 1 of course cannot convince any op
ponent by an appeal to the Koran which he does not 
accept, or to Mohammed in whom he does not believe; 
but I content myself with pointing out that these last 
three attributes-of hearing, seeing, and speaking, are 
not repugnant to reason-on the contrary it would be 
strange if an all-knowing God did not hear or see, and 
did not convey to His creatures, intelligence about Him
self, which is what we mean when we say" He speaks." 

Here then I pause; for Islamic theology rests on 
these seven attributes as on seven pillars. There are 
indeed ninety-nine names of God, collected from the 
Koran, and these names are of course attributes: but they 
will all be found latent in these seven primary and es
sentialones. As for the portion of Moslem theology which 
concerns the future life and· religious duties in this life, 
that is a separate section, given by revelation, and is not 
related to the subject before us, viz. the nature of God as 
such. Such are the leading ideas of Moslem theology. 
They will be found to be a complete economy of faith, 
avoiding exaggeration and extravagance of every kind, 
in particular the confusing Christian disfiguration of 
pure monotheism, which finds plurality in the Godhead, 
and which attributes to the Creator subordination to 
condit!ons, and imputes to Him all manner of weakness, 
insufficiency, and incompleteness. Against all such 
ideas, the Moslem Allah is utterly contrasted-the Ab
solute, the Unconditioned, the Not-responsible to man, 
the Irresistible in will and power, the Unbegotten and Un
begetting, the All-sufficient, who needs neither the worlel 
nor the men whom He has created: praise be to His 
name! there is no God but He ! 

(As the speaker paused, many members could not re
frain from a deep murmur of approval and witness to the 
oneness and majesty of Goel, which sounded rounel the 
room like the low rumble of distant thunder.) 

Abd-el-Fattah (continuing) :~-And now I should like 
to hear any comments or criticisms on these ideas, 
though to my own mind they only have t9 be stated to be 
acce~ted wholly and completely. 

TOltlll(l :~~It is curious, that to most of what you as
sert, I can perfectly well assent. In fact, barring what you 
said about Christian ideas, I accept your statement. 

Abd-el-Fattali :--why then did you leave Islam?" 
Touma :-- (To be continued.) 
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ORIENT AND OCClDENT. 

Joseph's Reconciliation (Part II.) 
OR 

The Way of Forgiveness (Gen. xlii). 

ACT IL, SCENE 1.-The Home at Hebron. 

WE have seen how 
bitter was Jacob's 

sorrow when his nille 
sons returned from Egypt 
without Simeon. The 
story now advances 

toward its climax,growing 
in simplicity and in 
pathos at every step. 
For as so-on as a year 
had passed away and 
the pressure of famine 
began again to be felt, 
we have brought before 
us an interview between 

Jacob and his sons, in which he is urging them to go 
again to Egypt to buy a little food. His sons knew that 
the pangs of hunger would soon constrain their father to 
accede to Joseph's terms, a 11d let his beloved son Benjamin 
go with them. So Judah now comes forward as their 
spokesman, an d, with great consideration and noteworthy 
tact, reminds his father that, unless they return with 
Benjamin, the Egyptian overlord would convict them of 
untruthfulness, accuse them again of being spies, and 
probably imprison them all as he had done before. 
This would result in Jacob having neither food, nor sons 
save Benjamin! 

Thus Jacob's aggrieved complaint, because the Prime 
lVIi nister of Egypt had been told that they had a younger 
brother, was straightway silenced by Judah plainly 
showing that the occasion demanded such an answer to 
prove that they were true men, and no spies. And here 
we notice the different way in which Reuben and Judah 
dealt with their father. Reuben, not meaning half of 
what he said had exclaimed" Slay my two sons if I bring 
Benjamin not to thee." But Judah put not his sons, but 
him&elf into the gap, and promised to stand surety for 
Benjamin's life. To his entreaties, therefore, his father 
yielded as he thus proved himself to be sincere. 

'" As soon as Jacob became resigned to the will of 
God, we see him come out in quite a different light, a 
stronger man. Mindful of what a gift had done before 
to soften Esan's heart, he determines that nothing shaH 
be omitted which may appease the heart, and win the 
favour of Egypt's overlord. So a present is prepared 
of some of the most famous productions of Palestine 
which were still left after the famine, such as "balm and 
honey, spicery and myrrh, nuts and almonds." Tbe 
family honesty is to be proved by the fan1ily return of 
the mysteriously-restored money to its owners, before 
they purchase any further stores of grain. And finally, 
his' sons are tenderly commended to the mercy of 
Almighty Goel by their aged father. 
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ACT II., SCENE 2.-The Egyptian Store-house. 

The scene now changes to Egypt rapidly. The 
brethren have arrived at the public store-house to make 
their application for supplies. Joseph is in his office 
attending to his business-and sees them in the street, 
with eager eye he scans the company and discovers that 
Benjamin is with them: So he immediately sends out 
his steward to take them to his house and make all pre
parations for them to dine with him at noon. 

But this action greatly perplexes the sons of Jacob. 
They had not been informed of Joseph's hospitable in
tentions, and imagine· that they are to be called in 
question about the money which had somehow found its 
way into their sacks again. Therefore they take the 
opportunity as they approach the palace, to make the 
steward acquainted with the true state of the case. 
But, as ~oon as he understands the cause of their anxiety, 
he reassures them, by telling them that he had received 
their money, and by bringing Simeon out of prison so that 
they may all be again together. 

Doubtless this servant' had been taken into his 
master's confidence, and the words used by him indicate 
that Joseph had taught him exactly what to· say, or that, 
due to Joseph's influence, he was a believer in Jehovah, for 
he salutes them with the words "Peace be to you, fear 
not; your God, and the God of your father, hath given 
you treasures in your sacks; I had your money." 

So they got their present ready, and when J osepb 
comes home on his work, they put it into his hands 
and bow themselves to the earth, thus fulfilling once 
again the dream of Jo:seph's youth. The scene itself is 
so be3utiful that we prefer here to give the Bible words 
without note or comment:-

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this 
your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto 
me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, 
my son. 

And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did 
yearn upon his brother: and he sought where 
to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and 
wept there. 

ACT II., SCENE 3.~-The Egyptian Dining-Hall. 
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Time had now come for dinner, and, in true oriental 
style, the Prime Minister sat by himself, his retinue by 
then\selves, and his brethren in company alone. But 
what they marvel at most is this-that they are all arranged 
in order of age. In spite, however, of the precedence 
of position being given to Reuben, and the last place 
being allotted to Benjamin, the latter is given five times ( ~:.. • ...\L\ (..J'I> ) J.i_l~ tJ .,.:.11 

• 
as much food as each of his brethren. ~..1.tI C)\;. 0IG JI ~Ia" ~'" f.l. ->?I 0 JA .At.!.tI ~ (" 

What is the meaning of it all? Joseph remembers 
that they had been jealous of him as his father's favourite '";"'1 J! 1 0~ r""Y:..J. ~~)\,;. 0":''1\ ;l...J ~A~~' I~"",_ 0~ ~ 
long years ago. So now he determines to see whether \/1 III,/' .11 1 I v 

..!-.> ). d. 4 • ..a.i. It:'';' .... }..~ J....J.. J ':"9 r~ ...\i .... ....!.! .::..; t>, .4.:... • ..u1 any of that old jealousy remains with them. If there is, v '-' 

he will keep Benjamin in Egypt alone with himself. ~..ul,":",~ C":\,;. .:.....\~i .... i ,":",I,~I ~~J • ....;~ll '\,\1 . i~ J=:..j\ 
But, if it be gone, it will be possible to unite all the famil v. . \oj' 

again, by bringing ~hem down to the land of plent;. tl...J. bl" ~A\k:~ ;.,> 'i\ 0~ .)1, • ;)J~\ 1,$).\\ JI eil\ j.Q.::l 
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The test proves completely successful. No jealoui!iy is 
found remaining in them. The feast is accompankd , 
by real brotherly feeling, and family mirth. The old 
hatred and envy is now a thing of the past. 

ACT 11., SCENE 4.-The Early Start {outside the city}. 

Swift again, the scene changes to without the city 
walls, and there we see Judah, Benjamin, and their 
brethren, riding away in company upon their asses from 
the city gates. The sun is just rising in the heavens. 
The river Nile is glowing with silver light, save where 
the shadows of the graceful palm-trees darken the 
flowing tide. The beasts of burden are all assembling 
from far an d wide, to bri ng their daily loads of grain 
and vegetables from the surrounding villages: when, 10 ! 
they are suddenly overtaken by the faithful steward, and 
accused of having stolen his master's most valuable 
silver cup! "Wherefore," quoth he, "have ye rewarded' 
evil for good? is not this it in which my lord drinketh, 
and whereby he indeed divineth?" The brethren are 
indignant at the idea that men who brought back their 
money could be guilty of stealing either gold or silver. 
They willingly submit to a search being made, and are 
so conscious of their innocence that they add "with 
whomsoever of thy servants the cup is found, let him die 
and we also will be my lords bondmen." So the search 
proceeds, and to their dismay "the cup is found in 
Benjamin's sack." But the brethren are true to their 
word to their father Jacob, and are prepared to stand 
by Benjamin in his trial, whether he prove guilty or not. 
So they all return with him to Joseph's private house 
with their clothes rent and their hearts heavy, to see 
what can be done. 

(To be cOlltinued) 

(Continued from previous pagt'). 

which we will say no more than that we believe the ab

solutely candid facing of it, and the taking warning by 

past failures, will be most likely to guide to a solution. 

There is the question of the relation to govenlment, an~ 

the government system :-it is dear that such a university 

cannot be absolutely uncoordinated with the national 

system of education, or even be wholly independent of 

public money. How it can be coordinated, yet retain 

individuality of action, calls for most careful, frank, and 

unprejudiced investigation. The financial question we 

have already touched on. 'But we trust that these and all 

other questions will find a true and permanent solution; 

and that God will use this enterprise to His gl~ry apd 

the elevation, in the highest sense of the word, of Egypt 

and the Egyptians. 
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The University of Egypt. 
:THE event of last week was the appearance of the ma-

nifesto from the promoters of the University scheme, 
«over the signature of Cassim Bey Ameen. We should 
1ike to say at once that, in common with (we believe) 
-every weE-wisher of Egypt and the Egyptians, we con-
-sider it a most remarkable document, restrained in its 
language, generous in its summing up of the present, 
noble in its aspirat~ns for the future, yet practical dnd 
statesmanlike throughout. Both in substance and ex
pression it reflects very great credit on the man who 
-<lrafted it, and the committee which issued it; and we 
-consider it a good augury for ~he future of the -scheme. 
If the spirit that il1forms this document is really going 
to dominate the whole scheme in all its stages up to its 
-consummation, then we may believe that it will succeed 
in overcoming the prodigious difficulties that lie before 
it, and will accomplish its great end and object-the in
tellectual and moral elevation of this country. As we 
said before, the existence in Egypt of men capable of 
producing such a document is the best augury for the 
success of the scheme which is thus published to the 
world. 

The inception of the scheme was not without some 
appearance of an improvisation--:-as though it emanated 
from a sudden inspiration and a fervent, but not necess
arily deep-seated, enthusiasm. Did we believe that this 
appearance was really the case, we should prophesy that 
the scheme would be on the shelf in six months; because 
the enthusiasm would not have the calibre or staying 

'power necessary for the carrying through of so gigantic 
a project-by far the greatest, most important, and most 
arduous to which the Egyptian public has ever set its 
hand. But there are indications that this is not the case. 
We believe that there has been for some time going on 
under the surface a movement for higher education, 
springing from a deeper love for learning for its own sake, 
and a deeper sense of Egypt's real needs; and that this 
present project is the outcome of that silent movement and 
its expr~sion, rather than a flash in the pan-a straw-fire 
blaze of enthusiasm-a desire for the name of the thing 
more than the thing itself. At any rate we hope so; 
and the existence of the manifesto makes the hope 
stronger. To the men who issued that document, at any 
rate, the idea cannot have occured now only for the first 
time. 

It seems to us, therefore, that the founders' committee 
must propose to themselves not merely a long and sus
tained and heroically-patient effort in raising the huge 
funds that are necessary, but also an equally long, sus
tained and patient effort to educate the Egyptian public 

about the scheme, its real nature, and its real objects. 
The passion for knowledge, enlightenment, and culture, 
for their own sakes, which is clearly visible in this first 
document, has to be extended throughout a nation to 
which such ideas are new, or still largely unknown. 
Not otherwise will the springs of generosity be unloosed. 
For though the first flush of enthusiasm and the sense of 
emulation may give the matter a start, they will not pre
vent it falling flat and dead if the ideals of the manifesto 
fail to be extended throughout the nation. We hope, 
therefore, that this first document will prove to be the 
first at a whole literature which will be widely-circulated 
and widely-read; a.1iterature which will embody the re
sults of further reflection 011 the problem, the study of the 
histories of all the Universities of the \Vest, of the United 
States, of India, and of Japan, the conditions of their 
foundation, their constitutions and governments and 
curricula; and the application of it all to the Egypt 
of to-day. We trust that no short-sightedness or parsim
ony will prevent the founders from spending money, 
time, anel talent, in this essential preliminary work. 

The manifesto hits the n lil in the very centre of the 
head when i~ says that professiollal higher education is 
not enough for any great country. For such education, 
if it stands alone, merely encourages the fallacy that 
education is to teach a man something which will earn 
him his daily bread. It makes knowledge a mere means 
to a material end ; it fills a nation with place-hunters, one
sided professional men, and mechanical government 
employees; and obscures the far greater ends of educa
tion-the creation of public spirit, and citizenship, the 
love and patronage of good literature, the desire for 
scientific knowle-dge, the taste for research, the passion 
for art, and, in general, aU that is meant by civilisation. 
Not without these things can a nation take a IJlace in the 
front rank, or claim to stand on an equality with nations 
who possess these ideals. Without them a nation is. after 
all but a nation of day-labourers or idlers, with souls that 
rise to a no higher height than the satisfaction of im
mediate need, or of frivolous or low appetites. The ex
istence of a university which prepares men for life rather 
than for a profession, will create and maintain through
out the community the ideals mentioned above. So it is 
more than satisfactory to find this root idea so clearly 
and prominently ~xpressecl in the manifesto. May God 
bless Egypt, and cause this to become an absolutely 
dominating thought in the future in every class of the 
community. 

We need hardly say that mountains of difficulties, 
old time-honoured stumbling-blocks, lie before the move
ment. They will tax to the full the moral qualities of the 
founders. There is the perennial religious question, of 
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Joseph's Reconciliation· (Part III.) 
OR 

The Way of Forgiveness (Gen. xlii). 

ACT 11., SCENE 5.·-Joseph's revelation to his Brethren. 

THE closing scene of this part of our story is e::-
C1uisitely beautiful and moves the deepest feelings 

of our moral nature. A third time Joseph's brethren 
bow in homage before him. They are now completely 
in his powei'. Complete submission and abject peni
tence for .all their former sins takes hold of them. 
Judah merely utters what is uppermost in all their 
hearts when he asks:-

What shall we say unto my Lord? how shall we 
clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of 
thy servants: behold we are my lord's servants, both 
we and he also with whom the cup is found." 

But Joseph justly replied that he could not pmi.ish 
the inhocent with the guilty. "The man in .whose 
hand the Clip' is . fomid, he shall. be my' serv'ant; and 
as for you get you up in peace unto. your father."· 

Here was the final test. Would these ten men go 
away and.' leave Belljamin alone, in the grasp of 
Egyptian justice,to suffer for his suppos.ed offence, 
which (remark) may have seemed to them true? 
Twenty years ago ·they would have done it; fOL they 
had then abandoned a brother for no offence at ali: 
how much more now will they abandon one lying under 
a clark cloud of SllSl,icion ! But no! they refuse to break 
their promise t~ israel '. 
their· father or. leave 
their brother, guilty or 
no't guilty:', On the 
contrary, Jt,tdah" their 
leader is gOIng to offer , 
to stay in:Egypt as a " 
sla ve in. his stead: yea, 
that :same one who in 
his evil days sold an 
innocent brother into 
bondage in Egyp~ 

careless of his father's 
grief, is now going to 
give himself, to that \' 
same slavery, for that " ' 
same father's sake. in 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

the stead of a brother marked as guilty! The wheel 
has come full-circle! The penitence is complete. The 
hour for reconciliation has fully come. 

The brethren's confession. 

Let us carefully observe the step.s by which the 
bretllren were led to full confession of their sins. First 
(;od JiillJ/d out tlieir iniquity. There is absolutely 110 

escape from Him. "Be sure your SillS will find you 
out." Then, they came to feel that tlleywerc absolutely 
ill joseph's pow:,r. There was absolutely no appeal from 
Joseph. He had legions of warriors at his beck and 
call to carry out his will. Yet again appearallces "zlI:!re 

strrmp,"!y agaillst thelll. Even though they might be 
innocent of theft, they were unable to excuse them
selves. For evidence seemed to l)oint clearly to their , . 

guilt. 
There was nothing for it but to plead for pardon 

hy tel/il/,~' tiL' whole truth. It might he that the story 
of their father's sorrow would move this great ruler. 
And the confession of their family loyalty the one to 
the other might influence him to believe that they were 
true men. So "they fell before him on the ground," 
and unconscim:sly fulfilled Joseph's prediction when a 
boy. And they deputed Judah to plead for them by 
throwing himself helplessly on Joseph's mercy. 

To all literature there is nothing more pathetic 
than this app:;al of judah (xliv.,r8-34). The eagerness 
that made him draw near; the humility that confessed 
Joseph's anger might righteously burn; the picture of 
the old man, their father, bereft of one son and cling
ing to this little one, the only relict of his mother; 
the recital of the strain which the governor hac! im
vosed on them, by demanding that they should bring 
their youngest brotller down; the story of their father's 
,dread, only overmastered by the imperious demand of 
a hunger that knew no law and brooked no clYeck; 
the vi vic! picture of the father's eagerness again to 
5ee the lad, in whose life. his own was bound up; the 
heart-breaking grief at not seeing him amongst them; 
the heroic offer to stay there as a slave, as Benjamin's 
-substitute if only the lad might go home; the pref(T
ence of a life of slavery rather than to behold the old 
man sinking with sorrow into his grave-all this is 
tOLlched with master-hane!. 

It is enough to show Joseph that they are n'<ldy 

for complete rl'col1ciliatio.'1 with their long-lost brother. 
He ca~1not refrain himself~ any longer. It was only 

because he was studYing, their own lasting welfare 
that he had refrained so long.!e And so it is with Christ. 
He is ready to give each one of us a private audience 
while He reveals himself to us. ' "No man stood with 
him while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren." 
And we must stand alone with Christ, if We would 
know Him and be reconciled to Him. And He will 
reveal to us the meaning of His Own sweet name of 
Jesus Saviour and Emmanuel God with us. He will be 

'lO us "a friend that sticketh closer than a brother" 
even to us sinners who have crucified Him. He wi'!l 
$ay to us "come near unto 11>11'," while He reminds us 

, ~ . 
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that We who were "afar off" are "made nigh" by 

the bloo~l of the cross. He will call us into the closest 

intimacy with the Son of God, and give us the 

Brother's kiss and tl1(; banquet in the Father's Home. 

Not only Benjamin bnt all his brethren will He receive 

and forgive. 

Ent Christ does more than receive back and freely 

forgive llS, His wandering, sinful brethl en. Hr providrs 

jill' Ollr jitfllr,' just as Joseph gave to his brethren the 

lanel of Goshen to dwell in. (xlv.JIO-II). During all 

the remaining years of famine He will provide, and we 

shall not want any good thing. He will give us food 

by the way while vve are bringing our families to the 

lanel of plenty, and will keep us from falling out by 

the way as Christians on our heavenly pilgrimage. 

Bes~ Thoughts. 

Looking back over the whole story of Joseph's re

conciliation with his brethren, let us sum up some of the 

main lessons which God would have us learn about the 

nature of forgiveness. 

I. God awakens our consciences when we have 

done wrong, by creating a want in our lives, and making 

us feel our need of Him. 

II: God often treats us exactly as we have treated 

others, to make us recollect that we have done wrong. 

III. God gives us time to listen to His Spirit, so 

that we may feel remorse for our sins and desire to con

fess our guilt. 

IV. God does not always reveal Christ to us at 

once, but l~ses human means (interpreters), when dealing 

with us, to test the .reality of our penitence and the true 

nature of our chara'cter. 

V. God often loads us with mercies and loving

kindness to alleviate our trials, and encourages us to 

return to Him again as the Giver of all good gifts. 

VI. God sometimes tests our loyalty to Him by 

proving our love to our brethren and family loyalty. 

VII. God reveals Christ fully to us, and freely 

forgives us when we show towards others it forgiving 

spirit, and make full confession of our guilt. 

VIII. God draws us all near unto Him, when we 

ha ve been forgiven through Jesus Christ. "Now, in 

Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were afar off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ." Eph: II: I3. 

IX. Reconciliation with God leads to family re

concili<j.tions, peace in the home and love of our 

neighbours. 
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The Religious Discussion Society. 
Trae and False Notions about Transcendence. 

THERE is almost only one sentence I take exception 
to--viz: that in Islam is found a complete economy 

of faith. That is just where I have found}it to fail. It is 
one-sided. It sees clearly one sic;e of truth, and exag
gerates that aspect so much that it is compelled to 
deny the other side-with results that are inevitably un
fortunate. 

Generally speaking then, I welcome the glorious 
truths which Islam emphasises, and I admire the vivid 
cO:1sciousness of God which, in its best clays, gave it 
strength to win its way to bOtil e:1ds of the then-known
world. 

A bJ-el-FIlttah-Weare nllch obliged! 
TOZtnla-I speak in perfec~ sincerity_ But having 

said this, I further feel that :-
- (I) The unmitigated assertio;l of this one side of 

tru(l leads logically to blank a:,;nosticism_ 
(2) Tl,ere are elem cnt;; in Islam itself which COI1-
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1radict this one-sided assertion of God's absolute trans
cendence, and which, when developed by reflection, 
lead to Christianity. . 

Sheikh Husain--:-The Mu'tazils and Sufis have already 
gone over all your ground. It has all been discussed, 
and Islam remains exactly where it did. 

TOltllZa-It is possible that the much-abused Mu'tazils, 
who form such a butt in our books on Theology, had 
a glimpse of the right track-yes, and the Sufis too. I 
should hesitate in condemning wholesale the efforts of 
such earnest thinkers. Islam may perchance only have 
injured herself in not trying to assimilate the truth they 
were struggling to express. 

EI-Hilldi--Well, our excellent Mu'tazil, let us hear 
whatever heresies you have to show us. I have a fellow
feeling for you, as the Sheikh Husein here once called 
me the Prince of the Mu'tazils ! 

Hllsain-I wish you were no worse! 
Abd-el-Fattah:-You have made a most serious state 

ment, my good friend, and one which I never remember 
hearing before, viz., that Moslem theology properly leads 
to pure agnosticism, and that where it does not, it leads 
to Christianity! 

Sheikh Hllsaill :-It is insulting in the extreme! It-
Bllllls :-Patience, Light of the Azhar! How many 

times have you said to me that" Christianity leads to 
polytheism, and that where it does not, it leacls to Islam." 
I fail to see any difference between the severity of the 
two assertions! 

Sheildl Husaill (laughing ill spite of himself):--Yes. but 
what I said is right, and what Touma Effendi has said is 
wrong! 

Tall ma:--- Here, my dear friend, you amusingly 
beg the question. The fact is, confess now!, you like 
very much saying hard things about Christianity, which 
you are not willing even to listen to in the case of Islam! 

Sheikh Hllsaill : - il1a'lliish ! 
TrJJl11la :---What I said is the result of five years re

flection, and of course I am ready to give my reasons. 
I wish to say at once, however, in passing, that thec
logical reasons of a merely intellectual character would 
not have made me change my faith. There were other 
reasons ... 

A nzcmber(sarcastically);-Quite so! many others .. ! 
Abd-el-Fatta/z (with indignation) :-Shame, Sir! Who

ever insults Touma Effendi's sincerity insults mine. You 
should withdraw your base insinuation. (The lI1ember 
·withdraws his remark.) 

Tou1J/a :-1 meant of course that there were also 
moral' reasons that made me prefer Christianity, together 
with something little less than a revelation to my own 
soul from God. I merely say this, in order that we may 
not give too IIlllch weight to the intellectual aspect of 
of theology which we are about to discuss. Intellectual 
satisfaction must of course follow moral and spiritual 
satisfaction, but these last ought to be first in order of 
importance. I shall try therefore. to show that there is a 
connection between our theology and our morals, and 
that the· theological superiority which I find in Christianity 
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is connected with a moral one also. 
Tlte President; Abd-el-Fattah Effendi invited CH

tici5111, and he must not be. put out if, as it seems, he is 
going to get it. How then, Sir, cIo you make out that 
:Yloslem theology leads to agnosticism. 

To//iIIi!.' Because of its exaggeration of the doctrine 
of transcendence (tanzeeh). In its anxiety to give God 
an absolute transcendence over all conditioned things 
you separate Him so en tirely from the uui verse that I 
do not see how you conceive ot Him at all, or as in any 
away connected with it, or joined to it, or related to iL 

Hlfsain; He is neither joined to the universe, nor 
separate from it; neither the one thing nor the other. 

TOlillla ;-What then? 
HI/sail! ; -I do not know. 
TO/III/a ;-If you are talking about spat in/ separation, 

and s,hatial cor,junction I c1aresay you are rigbt enough, 
since everything spiritual is really beyond spatial con
siderations. But I am going far deeper. The quest on 
is; Is God connected in any way with His Universe, 01' 

related to it? 
HUSIIIIl:- "Connection" implies limitation, and 

something of a fettered nature. Therefore, He is not 
connected with the Universe. 

TOIIII"1 ;-Is he related to it, then? 

~ -~l4:':}1\ J\ ..h~,)A:.U ... 1) ~ f J.9 etAl\ J.~'" .)\ »- :u-;JI 
,. . 
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HlIsaiJl ;---Of course. 
TOllJna ;-What relation? g .,:;l~\(\~ J..a:" Y';.i- Jl..; ~ \ .;:':...; ~ 

• Hltsllin ;-That of Creator to a creation, for example. ~ l.. - . t - • I I I" e. o\.~ ... l I"~ J <\-!'. u-~ J »_: \A y. 
TOllllla ;-Excellent! then, He is also cOllnected! for 

I ·· . Y 1 '" '. ,1 •. '\J". » _ 00 :"._-every re atlOn 1S a connectlOn. ou cannot get over t 1at. ' ~ 10.1 .AI 10.1' -

It two entities stand in any relation whatsoever to each "'I' \ I ~ • 
<l ~ ~ .1'\.411._:1...)' 

other--if you merely hold them together in the same act ':? 

of thought-they are thereby connected in their aspect « "y\~ .. Jj;!\ J\ Jll;1..\ ~_i » - : c,~ 
of relation. In other words, relation reacts upon each ",.-
entity related. . .s" ... .:..-~ ~.-i.\1 .)}I ! J..a:' \~I J'; ! -:.k9 L:~» _ : L.; 

Abd-cl-Fa!tah; --Reacts! you are now imputing pas- L. ~-i .,:;~ J I~I ~\ ~~I., ~\ ov~}lII..i.~ 52 .)1 d~ 'YJ ~"'" 
sivity to the Godhead! 

TOllma ;-F;lce the question, man, and don't be ..;G\\ ,P.> J ...5> l.y.~ 0" .)\..:a.a.:..:. }I J 0 .),){.a:. ~; ~~ ~ 
scared by verbal or traditional logic. We shall say , !.II'" ill I i 
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Abd-el-Fattah ;-No! I must deny it. I cannot limit : I '11' I 'I- • \II II ~L.1 !C".tl· J'I\ L. • q,,:! J~ »I>,u. l.o J • e'l 't: ... r iJ~:o-: »: )' 
Goel by any nexus with his creation. He must be totally 
free from any such limitation. ~~_i .) J?"-J.)~ J -)1\ (_i )Ii ~ J . J..~ ~ Ir:' ~~",:\\ J'- Ju 

TOllll1tl ;---Then, the alternative is pure agnosticism..' '1 I. 
e ~ t..;.\ t.. ~- ,) ~~ J JI ..J' .. ~ ')'l:' J J ~! J ,.,1 \~, ,:y._~ For if there is no connection, there is a gulf, horribly ./ Y' ...... 

dark, between God and the finite world. No bridge, no L :tl4! J,l...: ~\ ~I) ~~ }I ~I ~» ....:. : c.l:o.l\ ~ 
thought even, can span that gulf, for every bridge is a K 
nexus; every thought that brings God into relation with II • ~\ I..i.~ :.r ;;~I~\\ if .IJ ~y ~ 
this world of space and time reacts upon Him, and in ~\ \~\ q,'}I' J:.:k.:\\ J,I ~.". \~\ !l\y:-~ J-li- _ : l..'; 
some way limits Him. No! He is, acoording to your 
logic, beyond thought. And so your transcendence ~U ~ 'Y ~ 4~ ~J ~\ .:.,~~ ~.~;; J~ \~\ ..!Ul:~ :tl...al\ 
theory, as I said, leaves you with a narne, not an entity, WI ~ \ . ,-: 
a mere expression made up of A-l-I-a-h-totally des- • ..I..:~ ~,)ll\ ~ J ~ ~~ ~_i J.f. ~ ,.:)..4J\.)}I l.jt:f..)\ 4.-.Q.; 
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of thought, not quibbling of words. Let me try to show 

you, that Islam itself finds it absolutely impossible to 

keep this strained theory of transcendence; its own 

language comfiicts with it. You say for example, that 

God sent a prophet or an angel. From where, to where? 

Abd-el-Fattalz ;--The language is metaphorical, suited 

to us whose thoughts and expressions cannot escape 

associations of space. Any beginner in theology knows 

that. 

TOllma :~I don't deny it. I quite agree. But I must 

point out, that, even admitting this, such language points 

to a nexus of SOln(, sort, if not of space, then of some sort, 

otherwise the language is not merely metaphorical, but 

meamingless. 

Hanna ;~Why yes, and similarly thousands of ex

pressions both in Koran and Bible, which say that 

God said something, and th(,11 a man said, or did some

thing, and then after that, God did something else, and 
fhm sent an angel, and so on,~to what do all these words 

point if not an order of time, nearer or farther, past, ' 

prei5ent, and future? Is not this to bring God at once into 

the realm of the conditioned? 

Sheikh Abdallah ;~My dear friend, these are only 

human expressions. God himself holds together past 

and pres~nt and future in one timeless existence. 

TOl/lIla ;~Very possibly~thought it is futile to say 

that we can conceive of what that means. But again I 

insist, first that to gain any intelligible idea of God at 

all you have been compelled to use language that osten

sibly bt;ings Him within the circle of the coilditioned; 

and secondly, .that whatever allowances we make for 

metaphor, the language points to a nexus, between Goel 

and man; something fa/dng place b('tween f[JCIIl" Goel's 

action in some way COJlI1('cted with, (if I do not say made 

depend(,llt on) man's. . . .. in one word, the exaggerated 

transcendence has been tacitly abandoned by its own 

champions. The deity, whom that theory affirms is the 

merest mental abstraction, not a reality, and we are 

landed by it, as I said, in an absolute agnosticism. 
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Tne JVIonammedan Anglo-Oriental 
College, f\ligarh, India. 

By (/ Reader of" O. and 0." resident ill India. 

mHIS College was founded in 1878 mainly through 
'I' the exertions of a prominent Indian Moslem, after
wards so well known as Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, with 
the object of raising the status of the Mohammedan 
community in India, and reconciling many, who objected 
to government Schools, to the system of western 
education. 

From the very first it met with strong opposition 
from the orthodox Moslem party, who saw in the teaching 
of English and Western Science a great danger to the 
faith, and even after 27 years, in spite of growing numbers 
and increased popularity, there is still a strong and 
marked hostility to the movement in those circles where 
the Maulvi is paramount. 

The Institution includes College Classes up to the 
M.A" and also a large High School. Permanent 
buildings are gradually, year by year, replacing the 
original temporary structures, and now include a large 
quadrangle, a fine hall and lecture rooms, and a stone 
mosque. There is boarding accomodation for some hun
dreds of students and also some detached lcouses where 
a numbef of young men live under the immediate super
vision of Europeans. Under the guidance and inspiration 
of the European staff, the best known of whom was 
Theodore Beck who died in 1899, the College has pro
duced Debating Clubs, Dramatic and Reading Clubs, 
and also Athletic Clubs of every kind, It is in short a 
compact self-dependent College, in which much of that 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

which is best in modern education is being engrafted • 
upon Eastern ideas. 

The College has been eminently successful in turning 
out students who have done well in examinations, become 
proficient in athletics, and acquired a polite and well 
bred manner: in consequence many have gained honour
able positions under government, and successfully entered 
professional careers: with this has come an emancipation 
from inherited, but not assimilated, religious ideas, and 
the result has undoubtedly been that the average Aligarh 
boy is not an earnest Mohammedan, but poses as a liberal 
minded member of society, to whom religion is a matter 
of secondary importance. . 

To the mere educationalist this result may be in no 
degree alarming, possibly even it is welcomed, as, in his 
opinion, the necessary condition of future improvement: 
however, to the strict Mohammedan such a state of min d 
is pure" Kufr," and hence it is no wonder that the 01"

thedox community view the college with misgivings. 
The fact is that the college is fast becoming a factor in 
the Iridian Mohammedan Commlinity, and is a force that 
can not be ignored. Its numbers have gradually in
creased for the last five years, after many ups and downs, 
and in 1903 the total in School and College amounted to 
703, drawn from every part of India. 

A great feature of the movement is the Educational 
Conferences, largely inspired and furthered by Nawab 
Muhsin ul Mulk, and which are held yearly in all the 
large cities of India. 

Their object is to discuss the needs of the Moslem 
community from the educational point of view, and to 
seek to meet them by practical and united effort, and, 
above all, to educate public opinion up to the desirability 
and possibility of a Mohammedan University. This' 
scheme is very near to the hearts of these educational 
leaders, and it is hoped that the present Aligarh College 
will expand into a National University. 

If the Mohamedan community is to take its place 
in Indian national life, and her sons their part in the 
administration of the country, then the College is a 
necessary institution, and after all is merely the inevitable 
outcome of the New Islam. This movement is impatient 
of the orthodox views and interpretation of the Quran, 
refuses to be bound by the honoured jurists of the past, 
and claims to be allowed to apply the principles of the 
faith in new and unexpected ways. 

A change is coming over the educated Mohammedan 
class in India, of which the Aligarh College is only an 
index, and it is folly on the part of the conservative 
party to ignore it, or to imagine that its progress can be 
stayed by useless fatuous and intolerant opposition. 
Whether the movement will issue in religious indifference 
and agnosticism, or in quickened religious ideals, out of 
which a new Islam wiU arise, is a question that primarily 
depends upon the presence or absence of inherent vi
tality in the faith, but what seems tolerably certain is 
that Islam, as elaborated under the later Khalifas and ten
aciously held since, will increasingly cease to command 
the allegiance of educated Indian Mohar'nmedans. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Joseph and his Father. 
THE time has now come to gathel: up the threaos. of 

the story of Joseph, and to trace 111 order the relatIOn 
of our hero to his father J acob. We are impressed at 
the outset with his devotion to his father. The boy 
was early taken to his father's heart, after the death of 
his mother Rachel, and his intercourse with him seems 
to have been of the closest and most confidential kind. 
Indeed, the companionship of father and son was idyllic 
in its beauty. The coat of distinction and the commission 
to proceed to Shechem, may be taken as examples of 
the kind of confidence which was placed in him. While 
the frank rehearsal of his dreams, on the other hand, 
reveals to us the unchecked freedom with which Joseph 
used to tell Jacob all that was in his heart. 

These little incidents suggest to us that Jacob in 
return must have told Joseph the chief events of his own 
life. The story of the dream at Bethel, and the vision 
at Peniel, must have been familiar to him. And doubt
less his aged grandfather, Isaac, would have related to 
Joseph when a boy the story of his narrow escape from 
death by sacrifice on Mount Moriah when a lad. These 
stories of God's revelations to his father, orally handed 
on took the place, then, that the written word of God 
does to us to-day. Through them he learned,to know of 
God, and so the thought of God became inseparably 
associated in his mind with his thoughts of his father. 
And father and son naturally drew more closely to each 
other, seeing that the rest of the family did not seem to 
to care for spiritual things. 

The folly of favouritism. 
Little harm might have come of this beautiful com

panionship between father and son, if Jacob had not 
added to his deep affection for Joseph an obvious pre
ference for him over the rest. One wouttChave thought 
that the result of Isaac's greater affection fo~ Esau, and 
his mother Rebekah's preference for himself, would 
have taught him by experience the tolly of favouritism. 
But, untaught by the sad effects on his brother Esau, 
Jacob repeats over again the samE' mistake. ~nd, as we 
have seen already, when Joseph's brethren "saw that 
their father loved him more than all his brethren," they 
began to hate and envy him, and plot against his life. 

But Jacob made another false step, which further 
estranged his other sons from Joseph, for he set him 
(while yet only a lad), over the sons of Bilhah, and the 
sons of Zilpah. It is true that Joseph was a son of his old 
age," or, a~ it might be translated, "a son of old .ones," 
i.e., "particularly wise for his age," but, still, it was a 
foolish act to put the younger over the older, and only 
increased their envy and enmity towards him. 

We learn then from the story of Jacob's parenthood, 
the e1,il of family favouritism. In every family all the 
children ought to be on a level, and all treated with the 
strictest equality and impartiality by their parents. One 
may be brighter, or more amiable, or more companion
able than another, and no two children are exactly alike. 
But every wise parent will avoid "spoiling" any of his 
family. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Need of parental discipline . 

. So too, we learn the immense value of parental dis~ 
cipline in the home. How often parents in Egypt are 
responsible for family quarrels, and bickerings which 
break up the hom~! A weak father who exerts no powers 

,of discipline in the home seldom sees his sons t1<1"n out 
well, or bring to the family honour and credit. An in~ 
dulgent father often finds that his son becomes a spend-: 
thrift and ruins the whole fa'mily by his debts. A father 
with many wives and concubines seldom suceeds in 
maintaining peace in the home, but by a polygamous 
life spreads the forces of disintegration in the land. 
Are not these some of the causes of national weakness 
in Egypt to-day? May we not learn from Jacob's sad 
experience the inestimable blessing of monogamy, and 
the vital need for self-control and discipline in every 
Eastern home? 

.. Love is as strong as death." 

The affection of father to son, ~ll1d son to father 
'should never die. There is an English proverb which 
says :-" Absence makes the heart grow fonder." But how 
-often sons forget their parents when they leave home 
and lSet out into life. Even Joseph seems never to have 
communicated with his father for fourteen years! We 
can sympathize with his silence, while he was suffering 
the humiliation of being a slave and a prisoner, but it is 
,difficult to understand why he never wrote to his father 
as soon as he became the lord over all the land of 
Egypt. Whatever was the cause, we know that Joseph 
really continued to love his father and his brother 
Benjamin, for no sooner had he heard from his brethren 
in answer to enquiry, that Jacob and Benjamin were 
still alive, than he devised a plan for bringing them 
down to Egypt, (Gen. xlii: 9-18). And his emotion was 
so deep, when the brethren returned a year later with 
Benjamin, and his enquiries after his aged father were 
so tender, that we see how deep was Joseph's filial love. 
But it was the change of character in Judah, as he un
consciously betrayed to Joseph the deep affection anel 
sympathy, that all the brethren now shared with their 
lonely father, that revealed Joseph's character in full, 
and we see him to have been the ideal of what a grown
up son should be. 

The filial devotion of Joseph is further borne out by 
his thoughtfulness, for his father Jacob. First, he gives 

,a generous invitation to the whole family to corne and 
dwell beside him in the land. Then he sends with his 
brethren Egyptian wagons to carry safely the women 
and children. Yet again he provides provisions for the 
way there and back, with presents for them all. And 
to his father he sends "ten she-asses laden with corn 
and bread and victuals," for the journey. 

Honour thy father and thy mother. 
The first lesson from this part of the story is plain. 

Grown-up sons and daughters should honour their 
parents. We never come to an age, while our parents are 
living, when we may cease to treat them with honour 
and affection. For can we ever repay them for their 
unselfish devotion, self-denial, and care on our behalf 
,during our days of infancy and childhood? 
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ORIENT AND OCCmENT. 

And children who rise from lowly and simple homes 
to wealth, honour and distinction, should never dishonour 
the parents th,ey have left in the obscurity of common 
walks. There have been father;; and mothers who, when 
olel, and poor, and suffering, have been turned away 
from the grander homes of their own children, who 
thought it woulrl disgrace them to own plain, uncouth, 
unconventional old people as their parents, in the 
presence of more fashionable and worldly friends. But 
all the world really condemns and scorns even the 
appearance of disrespect to parents. This is a sin which 
even society never forgives, whereas, on the other hand, 
those who honour their parents have the praise of all 
men. 

The beautiful example of Joseph should inspire in 
all children a holy ambition to honour their parents, and 
to regulate their Ii ves by the fifth commandment which 
says: 

"Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee." 

The beauty of filial love. 

Is there a more beautiful picture to be found than 
that of true filial love? Though Grand Vizier of Egypt, 
Joseph was not too busy with pressing duties, to go and 
meet his father as he approached the land. He placed 
Jacob near to his own home, so that he might easily and 
often visit him. But he left his father in full indepen
dence, with property of his own in the best part of the 
country. Moreover, Joseph supported all the family in 
Egypt, during the time of famine, thus requiting evil for 
good, and pointing to Christ" the Bread of life," who 
feedeth all who believe on Him with heavenly food. 

And, we may learn from Joseph the duty ofp sup
porting our parents in their old age, when they are no 
longer able to work. To provide for our parents should 
be one of the highest honours of our lives. And aged 
parents are often lonely. As they get older, their friends 
pass away one by one, and so they value every attention 
we can give them. Let us all love to go and visit them, 
and bring them cheer. Let nothing keep us away from 
their bedsides, if they send for us. Let u(sacredly re
member their wishes, and fulfil their reques'.:s. Then, 
when they are gone, we shall have clear conscience5 
and love to dwell up on their memory. 

BLEST be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

Before our Father's throne 
We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims, are one
Our comfOrts and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear: 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

When we asunder part, 
It gives us inward pain! 

But we shall still be joined III heart, 
And hope to meet again. J. FAWCETT. 
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The Pilgrims' Rendezvous. 
STILL on the homeward journey 

Across the desert plain, 

_Beside another landmark, 

. We pilgrims meet again; 

We meet in cloud and sunshine 

Beneath a changeful sky, 

With calm and storm before us, 

As in the days gone by. 

~w e meet with loving greetings, 

Fond wishes from the heart, 

As brothers often parted 

And soon again to part. 

With tender recollections, 

With many a gentle tear 
We meet, for some are wanting; 

All loved ones are not here. 

'Safe in the home of Jesus, 

With Him for ever blest, 
How glorious is their portion, 

Bow undisturbed their rest! 

How gladly will they greet us, 

When, all our journey past, 

We reach the better country, 

The Fatl~ei-'s house, at last! 

-rhus round' the silent landmark, 

Here on the desert I)lain, 

We pilgrims meet together 

With loving hearts again. 

The storm may gather round us, 
But Christ has gone before; 

We follow in His footsteps: 

And doubt and fear no more. 
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Joseph ill his Family Life. 
VERY little is told about Joseph's family life, and that 

little is scattered up and down the Bible story, so 
that we shall have to gather up the threads carefully for 
.oursel ves. We have already noticed that Joseph had, 
from his earliest years, a great idea of the solidarity of 
family life, that is to say, the firm belief that the family 
should hold together and keep itself pure and unsullied 
by evil influences around. This comes out in his s:ldness 
at the sins of his elder brothers, which led him to bring 
back to his father their evil report. It is also shown by 
both his boyish dreams which emphasized the unity of 
the family, while they forecast that he was to become 
not only the centre, but the re-cementer of the family tie. 
Possibly Joseph realized that Jacob's polygamy had led 
to feuds in the family circle, arid he had made it his ideal 
to try to undo the harm wh'ch had been done. But, 
whatever may have been instrumental in his boyhood to 
bring home to him these convictions, his years of trial, 
temptation, and imprisonment only deepened these earfy 
impressions, and showed him the vital necessity of purity 
and unity in all family relationships. 

It would seem, moreover, as if God meant to teach 
the Hebrew race, and through them, the world at large, 
the vital importance of monQgamy to every nation, tribe, 
and family, and the impossioility of attaining to national 
greatness, or tribal unity, or family. righteousness unless 
the home be pure and free from taint of sin. And God 
lias given us the lives of Joseph, as well as those of 
Abraham, IsaaC, and Jacob, to write this old-world truth 
deep upon our hearts. 

But it is often only through victory gained after 
long conflict with trial and temptation that the right 
triumphs. And so Joseph needed to learn to what 
lengths even brothers who have fallen into sin, will go, 
in breaking the ties of brotherhood~ He ha<!JQ pass the 
fiery ordeal of constant temptation to corriri'Hi adultery 
before he was able fully to see the importanc~: of youth
ful purity and the sacred need for the perrilane,llte of the 
marriage tie. He had to mingle among the prisoners of 
state to experienc~ the sad rt';sults of domestic unfaith
fy,lness, and disloyiilty to the crown, 

Joseph and his two sons. 

And may we not see in all this thereason why Joseph 
seemed anxious to make a new start for his family when 
Asenath became his wife? (Gen. 41 : 45). Do not the 
names given by him to his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim, speak of a deep resolve to forget the stained 
family record of the past and set a new standard' of 
family life for the future. Joseph called his first born, 
Manasseh, I. e. "forgetting," because said he "God hath 
made me forget all my toil and all my father's house." 
Ephraim signified "fruitfu~ness," for" God hath caused 
m~ to be fruitful in the land of my affliction." 

'- /fhis explanation is borne ont by Joseph's subsequent 
family history, for his whole after life seems to have 
be~;l a:~'inlated with the desire first to have a pure and 
hapP¥ lH)Pile of his own; and secondly, to reunite the 
sons of Jacob to one another and to their father. 
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Joseph and his brethren. --. -------- --I 

We have seen, moreover, that Joseph considered . 
a complete confession of sin and a real change of heart 
and life on the part of his brethren to be essential 
to his full reconciliation with them. From which we 
gather the important lesson that to confess that one 
has been in the wrong is the very best and shortest 
way to win back a broken friendship and once again 
to cement a family tie. And it is only when brothers 
really love each other and protect each other's honour, 
that family life attains its fullest meaning. 

Joseph and his aged father. 
Only four incidents are recorded as illustrations 

of Joseph's attitude to his aged father Jacob, after he 
had invited him to come down into Egypt and dwell 
beside him in the land. The first is that of joseph's 
re-llnion with his father jacob. The Bible relates how, 
when Joseph heard of his father's approach, he went 
Qut himself to meet him, and when they saw each other 
"he fell on his father's neck and wept on his neck a 
good while." 

"-

And while Joseph's heart was too full for words, 
-hts father was so .overcome at his reunion with his 
son that he could only cry "It is enough; now let me 
,die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet 
alive." 

The second scene is that of jacob's introduction to 
Pharaoh by his beloved son. It was a memorable in
terview. J'he greatest monarch of the time, the ablest 
statesman of his age, and ths oldest saint then upon 
-earth, were here brought into closest contact. Never 
before or since has such a trio met, and probably 
never again has such an interview begun and ended 
with a benediction. The lesson of it was summed up 
'by the aged Jacob in the thought that "life is a pil
grimage," a journey to a better and a heavenly home. 
And Joseph learned this lesson from his father, for he, 
too, gave commandment concerning his bones ",~when 
he was a dying, and ordered the children of Israel to 
carry them back to Pal~stine when they returned 
thither. 

The third scene is that of joseph's provision for 
his father in his old age. "Joseph placed his father 

'{and his brethren), and gave them a possession in the 
Jand of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Rameses." And Jo;:eph nourished his father, Gen 47: II. 

There is something very touching in Joseph's concern 
for his aged father. He gives him the best of the 
land; he supp~ies him and all the family with food; 
He enables them, however, to live independently of him 
and so maintain their individual respect. This is an 
oft-forgotten duty and privilege to care for our parents. 
May we not learn from Joseph how to honour them! 

The fourth scene is an interview b,etween Jacob and 
Joseph alone. Jacob had now lived seventeen years in 
Goshen, and felt sure that he would die in Egypt. 
Accordingly, he sent specially for Joseph, and required 
him to promise with an oath, that llis remains should 
be laid with those of Abraham and Isaac in the Cave 
of Machpelah. The mere locality of one's grave is in 
itself a matter of comparatively little importance. But 
Jacob's request had a deeper motive than the natural 
desire to be laid beside his kindred, in the grave. He 
wished by being buried in Hebron to declare his faith 
in God's covenant to his ancestors, whi~h had said 
"to thy seed will I give this land." 

He desired to fix their minds' on Canaan, and to 
fan in their hearts the longing to return thither as 
soon as God opened up the way. He wanted them to 
remember that Egypt was not their rest. 

Do we not also learn from Joseph's relation with 
his father:- hrst, how delightful is the intercourse 
between an aged father and a full-grown son. Second, 
what an honour it is to provide for our parents in their 
old age. Third, how much our parents value visits 
from their sons in the loneliness of old age. Fourth, 
the importance of setting about important business 
betimes, so as not to leave it to be done in haste at 
the last. Lastly, what a joy it is to haye faith when 
we come to the hour of death. It will not matter then 
when or where we may die, for God will be with us. 

The fifth incident, shortly before Jacol;}'s death, 
is perhaps the most memorable of them all. Here we 
have three generations of the family together~grand
father, father, and sons. (Gen. 48: 22) Truly, in such a 
patriarchal scene we get the pattern of what a united 
family should be. Joseph here acts as the link,between 
the young and the old. He is full of earnest -desire 
for the welfare of his sons, and longs to hear his aged, 
father's ., hlesi;!ing on them; b~th.i} He cannotL at first" 
acquIesce in the choice of the younger son to be the 
leader of the two. But when he perceives that his 
father knows what he is doing, as he crosses his hands. 
to bless, he submit" to his decision as the best. 

And here we learn to "choose the coum:el of the 
old men,", and not only to listen to that of those who 
have been brought up with us. However clever we 
may be, or think we are, we need to pay respect to 
our elders, even when we do not agree with them, or 
understand their counsels. For their words of wisdom ·1 
will come back to us after they are gone, 

Oh God of Bethel, by whose Hand 
Thy people still are fed, 

Who through this weary Pilgrimage 
Hast all our fathers led, 

Our vows, our prayers we now present 
Before thy throne of grace; 

God of our fathers, be the God 
Of their succeeding race! 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Joseph's Character. 
Gen, xlix: 22-26, 

------------
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ORIENT AND O~CIDENT. 

" The arms of his hands were made strong 
By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." 

It is not that Joseph had any strength of his own 
sufficient to draw the bow. He was like the weak lad 
whose slender arms had no muscles strong enough to 
draw tight the string of the bow, but on his weak hands 
are laid other and mightier hands than his own. One of 
these is placed where the left hand holds the bow; the 
other where the right hand plucks the string. And then 
with what ease those thin hands wield the bow; without 
apparent strain the arrow can fly to its mark. 

And we may learn a deep secret in the Christian 
life from this illustration. The le~s there is of us and 
the feebler our condition, the greater scope there is for 
God to put forth His might in us. We are weak, but He 
is strong, and what we need is to have our lives linked 
on to the Almighty power of God. But there are some 
necessary conditions to obtaining this' strength. First of 
all we must be conscious of our utter weakness. God 
must be all and in all of our lives. He must hold the 
string. He must direct the shaft. And then we must 
abide in the place of power. One hand must remaill in 
the Divine hand. Our weakness must continue to trust 
in His strength, and the victory will be sure. 

Capacity for Blessing. 

" The God of thy father shall help thee: 
The Almighty shall bless thee 

with blessings of heaven above, 
blessings of the deep that !ieth under, 
blessings of the breast and of the womb. 

The blessings of thy father pr("vail over the blessings of illy 
fJrogenitors unto the bounds of the everlasting hills." 

The most wonderful thing of all about Joseph was 
his capacity for receiving blessing. Language seemed to 
fail Jacob in describing the blessedness of Joseph. His 
words struggle to show that Joseph was blessed more 
than any of his patriarchal ancestors. And as the ever
lasting hills tower up above the plains so does the 
character of Joseph surpass that of all his brethren. 
Jacob's farewell blessings are of three kinds :-·first there 
are the heavenly blessings, those which come from above; 
then there are the blessings of the deep, the deep things 
of God, His counsel, His covenant, His love, and His 
everlasting mercy. All these are fathomless. Thirdly 
there are family blessings; the bies'sing of a mother'~ 
love, and of a woman's care; the blessing of a happy 
home and the sacredness of the marriage tie. All these 
were blessings which God gave to Joseph in a special 
degree. But more than this he stands as a pattern, as 
we saw last week, of fatherhood and filial devotion in 
his family. 

But here again Joseph only. had a right to all these 
blessings so long as he fulfilled the condition on which 
they all depended. "The.Y shall be on the crown of the 
head of him that was separate from his brethren." And if 
you and I wish to be blessed by God, we must devote 
ourselves wholly to His service, and keep ourselves from 
all appearance of evil. We must "be separate from 
sinners." We must hold aloof from bad companions. 
We must stand up for the truth, and keep ourselves pure. 
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• "* 

Then we, like Joseph, shall inherit the blessings prepared 
for those who love God and keep His commandments. 
And we shall become, as he was, fruitful, patient, strong 
and full of grace. 

"He always wins who sides with God-to him no chance is lost; 
God's will is sweetest unto him, when it triumphs at his cost. 
III that He blesses is our good, and unblest good our ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong, if it be His sweet will " 

FABER. 

The Religious Discussion Society. 
(Continued.) 

Exaggerated Tanleeh * 
.l\ FTER some more di.scussion upo~ the points rai~ed 

. P by Touma EffendI Abdel-Messlh, the hour belllg 
late, the Society adjourned and came together the follow
ing Friday to hear the continuation of the discussion, and 
Touma, being called upon by the president, rose and 
said:-

In all the discussion that arose last Friday I did not 
hear one answer to my contentions, viz., (1) that the tmozeeh 
which Moslem theologians attribute to God leads to pure 
agnosticism, because it places Him not only entirely 
outside the world of things, but also (if you think well) 
outside the world of thought too: and (2) that Moslem 
theologians. and the Koran itself, inconsistently therewith 
use language that brings God within the categories of 
relation, of space, and of time. You have therefore this 
dilemma: either hold on to your one-sided transcendent
alism, in which case you must be content with a God about 
whom you can assert nothing, while you are at the same 
time bound to give up prophecy and the Koran; or, give 
up this exaggerated transcendentalism, in which case 
you will be speedily led to the Christian position! 

Many members :-God forbid! 
Touma :-1 cannot see that it would be such a tragedy 

as all that! 
Abdel-Fattah-It is easy to do destructive work in 

theology: we are waiting for your constructive defence 
of the Christian idea of God. 

Touma-You shall not be disappointed. But I have 
not finished my criticism. I want to sllow you that the 
popular Moslem mind is as a matter of fact often an utter 
blink with regard to God. What is that popular rhyme 
I heard the other day ?-

H Kll11u ma khatar Ji balik, 
Fahwa luilik, 
Wallahll bikhildfi tluilik.·' 

(" ~Nhatever idea your mind comes at 
I tell you flat 
God is not that.") 

Listen to that! There speaks the popular agnostic! 
What a sad tale that jingle tells of an unknown 
God! Do you observe how you are directed to evacuate 
your mind of every positive concept, and then, when it 
is blank and dark enough, call the abstraction that 
remains, "God"! Or, to put it another way, you are 
directed to negate all your conceptions, and then deify 
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the resulting hun dIe of negations! 
, Abdallah-Pooh! An absurd rhyme! 

Ahmed-I am but a simple fellow, but I know that 
there is truth in what Touma Eff. says, and that in that 
rhyme you do indeed hear the very heart of thous<:l,nds 
of Moslems speaking. How often, as I spoke of God or 
bowed to Him, has that rhyme occured to me, and I have 
seen just a black gulf where I looked expecting to find 
God. 

There was a pause after this. Then said HlIsain :
Pshaw! what is all this atheistic nonsense! I fall 

back upon the ideas mentioned in Abdel-Fattah's opening 
speech, and I maintain that the seven attributes of God, 
deduced by Orthodox Moslem theology, do give a distinct 
intelligible positive conception of a personal God, Him 
who has Life, Knowledge, Will, and Power; Hearing, 
Sight, and Speech. What more'do you want? 

Touma-And I repeat that on the basis of pure tanzeeh 
these attributes become unmeaning; or else that they 
logically conduct you to something that is not Islam. 
and that, even so, they are in themselves a terribl; 
deficient description of the true God. 

Abdrl-Fattah-How? 
Touma--With regard to the last point (that they are 

in any case a terribly deficient description of the true 
God), the subject is so vast that I must beg to put off its 
unfolding to another occasion. I would only say here 
briefly that nowhere do I discern in these seven attributes 
the two essential ones of Love and Holiness. 

Husein-Holiness is included among the ninety-nine 
names of God. 

TOItma-~ Yes, but with what signification? 
Husain-Not ethical goodness certainly, for that is 

a thing that is only appropriate to the world of space and 
time. 

T()llma~What then? 
Husain~I think it means His absolute sublimity above 

all created and mortal things. 
Touma~Why, that is simply our old friend tanzeeh 

back again with another name 1 
Abd-el-Fattah-I think that Holiness is included in 

Will. God wills that certain things are wrong and they 
are wrong, certain others right, and they are right. 

Hllsain-~While as for Lovr, you Christians annoy me 
with the word. Love is with you a synonym of weakness, 
of desire, and therefore deficiency. Love in God is 
simply His mercy. 

Tou111a~Well, where is mercy in your list of seven 
attributes? 
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Husain-When God wills to favour an individual, 
He has mercy on and good-will for him. To call this 
love is merely accomodation to human parlance. When 
He wills to condemn another individual, He withdraws 
His mercy or good-will, and thus by another accomo
dation to human parlance you may talk of His wrath. 

T01l11la-It is just as I suspected. Islam reduces every lo J" ,'>'L \II; • ~: .. ~I j I c:!;1 ..:...:.(' lo \jll> » _ : lo; 
attribute of God to pure will or power. Love, mercy, • I II . I' II . I • 
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will. Power is will in action. Seeing, Hearing. and Speaking .• , • • _ _ • 
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universe, including the wills of men, is a merest machine, 
,of which the driving force is the will of God, driving it 
God only knows why or where! I absolutely cannot see 
110W this system is any better than a hopeless materialism, 
for both the one and the other are a pantheism of pure 

Jorce. You have simply substituted for the materialist's 
term" natural force" the theologian's term, "the power 
of God." The names are the same. The thought is one. 
Thus we see once more how unrelieved tanzeeh always 
leads to its opposite; before, we saw it led to agnosticism, 
now we see it lead to materialism, and in a moment we 
shall see it lead to pantheism and the denial of phenomena 
altogether. There must be something wrong about a 
doctrine to lead to such untoward results. 

EI-Hindi~ Your mention of pantheism interests me 
much. How do you make that out? 

TOllma~I Will tell you with pleasure. 
Boom! 
It was the sound of the gun from the citadel, followed 

by a shout from all the boys in the streets and lanes 
around, announcing sunset and the end of another 
Ramadan of fast. 

"Ramacian over at last!" said Sheikh Abdallah" I 
must confess that these stiff discussions are rather hard 
on us fasting Moslems. You have had the advantage of 
us, Touma Effendi, and I really must beg of you to 
postpone this discussion of Pantheism, since nature is 
crying out to us and cannot be neglected any longer. 
As for friend EI-Hindi, he is different, as I daresay he 
has affinities witl,\ the Indian Fakirs who can fast a 
month day and night and talk philosophy the whole 
time. But we Egyptians are made of weaker stuff, and 
during Ramadan seem to have no thoughts at all. Good 
evening all! " 

(General exodus of Nloslem lJlember.~.) 
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The Religious Discussion Society. 

(Continued) 

"GREETINGS, Friends l" said Hanna on entering the 
the room the next Friday; "I hope that the Feast 

has restored to our Moslem brethren the reasoning powers 
of whose weakening they complained during the Fast." 

" Oh yes!" said the Sheikh Abdallah, "we are now 
ready to hear the worst that any Unbeliever, Ii10rthodox, 
or Pantheist can inflict upon us. Come then, Mons. 
Touma, since you combine all three, proceed." 

Toullla-I have demonstrated that the exaggerated 
Islamic doctrine of TanzeeP leads to pure agnosticism; 
and further that the exaggerated prominence given to 
Will and Power in the Moslem conception of God leads 
to ;).n almost materialistic conception of the Deity as pure 
force. Now I want to show that the very notion of 
creation itself is really incompatible with pure Tanzeeh. 

Abdel-Fattah--Do your worst. 
Touma--Go backthen with me to the seven attributes 

mentioned by you. With regard to knowledge, I would 
ask--wltat was there for God to know froin all eternity? 
To the mortal mind, the act of knowleqge always implies 
the passing over of the self to a not-self, to an object 
that is other than the self. And really the same question 
might be asked about most of the remaining attributes: 
almost everyone implies, according to Moslem ideas, 
something other than God for God to work upon; e.g .. 
Power implies a material for the power to be manifested 
in; Will would be barren and empty without something 
to will; Sight implies something seen; Hearing, something 
to be heard; Speech, someone to speak to. Weare there
fore led to this strallge conclusion, that these essential, 
eternal attributes of God depend for their very existence 
upon phenomena, upon the conditioned universe 1 

Abdel-Fattah--Weli, even supposing the·attributes do 
so depend, God Himself, the substance that underlies all 
those attributes, remains and is independent. 

TO/llna--That seems to me to be flat unbelief : first, 
because you are now trying to make out the attributes 
not eternal and so separating them from God, which is 
against all theology; secondly, because a substance apart 
from its attributes is an abstraction--it is nothing at all. 
So that yet once more you have led us to blank agnostic-
---._-------------- ---.----~---- ---- --._------------ - --- -

*TaJ1zeeh is the name for that doctrine whic'l asserts the entire 
absoluteness of God and His complete separation from and unlikeness 
to all finite things. 
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ism, Or you have made God depend for very existence 
upon something not Himself. You have involved Him, 
in order to give reality to His essentiaLattributes, with 
the conditioned. 

Husain--No! He is independent. For He need never 

... , .. 
~ I .:" \~ ,J..f d:! J \ ( J.:b...:l \ J I c.i'~. l.4!. I I.i. J ~ ~ Y ~..ai 

) \)~I ':"'l~\(I\ (:'JL.i ~.; d:1 ~I ~\ y:'i:- ~. ~ J~ w ~ 
! • ' ;) j .iiI ';\A....zl 

have created, and He would still have been the same God· jij...1 JI ~'-J ~ ~J j:-J J4:-. ~\ ! "}6-» _ : ~ 
Touma--But how could He in that case have been • .. 

the God characterized as powerful, knowing, hearing, seeiNg, «~YI """A,' JI ~ \ p.J\ Jt~ ~ j ".'\ ~> 
speaking, etc! ;)"u I~ \1.1 .,.i't ~l~\J ~~ ~I :\~....A-.) $.lJ ]I _ : ~~. 

Husain--He would have known phenomena as ,~ ..., 
possibilities and so have been potentially a Hearer, Seer, """''''''h_« ~ I~f."" "~.J r;J(J ~J c: .... J?"J 
Speaker, Wille~; etc. - , (" 

Yd J. I .... ....::" ...• L:. •• ( .:.A.:~\(l\ J.,.i ..... -'""·,L . .!.U~, _: :.L •.. > Touma--A very barren existence: al).d tlle difficulty L/:J' ~~ \ \,of.'" 1..1-

remains, for you have simply now made God dependent I ,l: \. ~ ,K: ~ , I ~ YI \~J 
on the thoughtOja possible universe, instead of an actual .' ',;. ,,,~"';.J~. rJ~ .J .. J·r~.J r4::'.-' c:-. .1. • 

one. But the dependence on the conditioned remains. 0-YI di)',':';'i" ~ ~~".....J\j .• ~~r'" J I.!U~ » - : ~; 
Husain--No, it cannot be! I deny the necessity even . i J • ,;..0.."' llc :.110 L y- .) ~ JI J':~ tic j- La; J:" ~\ J.i. 

of His conception of a potential universe 1 'Y "'i'. , ..... .;. , 

Toul1la--In that case all those attributes become « .:.A::'$J~ JW ~:':Y' "¥ 
absolutely eclipsed. and the idea of a God in relation to ,/ ~ C 
a universe finally withdraws into the unknown and the ~ ~Ic J,,>.) ;)J~ ,j> ..)i\ i' .... -j6, -: ~> 
unknowable, the unspeakable, yes! and the unthinkable! • ~I )yai J .) J~ jl 

Hanna- True: His emergence from His absolutenes~s • • .-
to do the act of Creation is, as we have already seen, ¥J ':"'l:~~JIJI ~iJ ~1 .. :..lA.."".j;· ..:.;\ I~I »-:1..; 
impossible on pure Tanz('('h principles, for there is in volved «'L:a.J ~,'.' )~Y'J ~ ~ ~lC:1I J' ,,~~ 0~ y:'i:-J i j. • .;j:-
in this a species of brcoming--I meal). in the non-Creator . ', 
becoming a Creator, as well as the limitation involved in ,I,i. .)~I P.-- ,j" ~ J? ~\j ~U~ ,j" ~J » _~. : ~ 

entering !nto relationship with a finite universe of space "' •. ·.'1 • .i. )l.:,,~. -:". _. . ~ \ ~i t.,L t...i) ~ UI> -:\1.;. ili.. J\ . 
and time after the timeless ages of solitary independence JW --- ~ IF J J 

and self sufficing. In one word the ideas of absolute 14ll;.. ~~I y:'i:- O)JY:, .... t5i « o)J~11 » .>.-:.~ • ../\11 I,i. ~\ ~, 
fanzeeh and creation are incompatible: I see that clearly. 

El-Hindi--You have reached the point that the old ~'..l.-~~ . .)J.).# ~~J ~I..j. J\..a.iYI ~ JI ~ -,>-~ .• .>..fJ 
Persian Moslem pantheists reached--some of the pro- . • \ \ ~ '" ~I l:"V\1 ./"\ ",.;:!I ~I ($ .;..\ O)l..I .. J • .)..\'- Y' .'~";:; .,t)..,.) .:.r "':"'~ foundest thinkers that Islam has produced, though they ../ 
were heretical, I mean the Sufis. I have studied these « ~ t#IJ .!.U~ ~\ Ji _ J~J;.I j\:.: JUaLI 
men and I confess that in the reaction frorn the barren -
doctrine of Tallzeeh I was greatly attracted by them. .~..\AJI vjlll'~-.Ll.\ J"J j .J.'A:: ~ ~\ d\ , - : ~, .. d.1 
Perhaps this is because I am an Indian. rJor Indians .. L..WI ~\!i -r41 J I';"J .:.,.l:!\(ll 0..1.> J JI \J-:-"~ 0:,.:u1 
always lean to Pantheism. Yet something restrained me 
from definitely embracing Sufism. It seemed to me to be .:-).) ...\AJ J • ~ ~I 4.~ 4.r ~. J ~Il.:- ~)( I) j- 4.A-.'Y-.1JI J 
too obviously a rebound from extreme Tanzeeh and there- I '11 \. ~ . r 
-fore to be itself an exaggeration, an extreme. What I J.l J • ~L: .• ;~\,... J'~ "'.j.:. ",:", • .i. v )~ j".~ -r: ..::.. .. t; rr4-. , 
want is some economy of faith to harmcmize'these two Ir..~ .) fl.1 ~I j;S: Y ~I ~...u. J §" ,j~ ~~ 4.A_lall dt' JI ~ 
extremes in a truer whole. 

TOllma--(most earnestly)--And that is just what I ",:", • .i. J J ,,>-III,j" J.>...." t.i~ ~\ j . ..;:;t:i\(l\ ow\> y. J JAlI JI , 
have found Christianity to do! Y.' JW,\ ~;:JI ....... .i",J" J.;.)) ($y .. ,.).~\ L JI Jr'J 4.~J ... 1I 

El-Hindi--If I could see that clearly, I would follow ' 
you in embracing Christianity! .:......l1 -!UjlJ. ~:w.\ 4.t~I JI ~J:.: .. ~)(I ~I~.!.> ~\..s> 

TouJlla~I hope to make it clear, when I come to «.)~~:~ YI. i .)\..:;1 y.' ~ ~c.J :.t-.;YI 'J.~ .• ; 1. \~.i .. ~u,i J\) Y J 
·explain our positive belief. But you have not yet told 'ii' .. v 

the Society whaf this Sufism is, nor how it represents a « ~:>:.:-L' ~~-II\ J ~I .;~ J ..u ~ .!.U~ » _ : ~; 
reaction against the barrenness and self-contradictions .. 
of orthodox Tanzeelz, or rather is really its logical clL- J .::...J;,.::':Y !l1),)Y\ I"\i I.!.U~ !I).} \ .:...:) j , - : -,?dl 
outcome. « ~~-IIII.!U; 

EI-H"lldi~ The Sufi thinker argued that to separate .. 
the world from God~and'yet to ascribe any form of reality ~J .\~ I.!.U ~ "'J .. l .!.U ..# J\ ~I ~~L hI , _: 1...; 
to Lle world was to set up another One beside the only 'I \I \ 'I ".'" II . I· ~ ~ J ":":"'.. 'J ; ,; _I 4.. __ • ~ ,,~. 4_"".'~..aJ ......... .J.. .. .J.~ .J::2._~ , 
One, another Real beside the only Real, in other word8, J Y 

another Goel beside Goel. Thus the doctrine of Tanzeeh « ~Yl\ ~U~ t\;·; Ji ,,~;:J' ",:"" • ..iL Lrla;t: .. 
cO:ltradicted itself and led to Polytheism. How did the 
Sufi escape from this position? He did so by denyil1g .)l: ..... 1 L ~I ,J" ~Wl J..ai ~\ IJ~..:II ~:;.,..JI ~\» - : -,?.>.:l.1 

~'t 
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reality to the finite world of phenomena. He called it delusion. 
For Him the creed "There is no God but GOd" was 
invested with a new and terrible meaning, "There is 
nothing existing but God." The world, the soul, all things 
conditioned are mere illusory appearances, and one day 
shall be merged and lost in the one Reality, God, just as 
the drop is lost when merged in the ocean. Finite exist
ence being a delusion is also an evil, because it is a 
departure from the one. It is Atheism and Polytheism 
to think that anything exists except God. 

HlIsain-What extraordinary nonsense! 

E!-Hilldi-Nevertheless it is a logical deduction from 
extreme Tallzeeh. For if, as we saw, the very existence 
of Pilcnomena trenches on the absoluteness of God, your 
only logical course is to cut away phenomena and deny 
their existence altogether. 

TOItIllI7~-But you have not told us the dangerous side 
of Sufism and all pantheism generally. 

EI-IFndi-It is that in cl(;l1yilig the reality of pheno
mena it denies the re,llity of the distinctioh.between good 
and evil, and thus paves the the way to u-itcr Iibertinism. 
Also, in denying the distinction between' G.od and the 
self, it leads the way either to a monstrous ~ide, or to a 
religious ecstasy which is in reality madneh:--and this 
is the real explanation of the exhibitloll~f those poor 
dervishes that degrade religion here in thEtEast. 

Abdel-Fl7tw/z-My brain whirls. Y ~~l seem to have 
shut my mind into a trap, I wish to make God transcend 
phenomJ;l1a and be absolute, since to be in'volved in them 
would be to degrade Him to their leveC~,';y et when.! try: 
to sublimate Him in my mind, I either le8;;v~ pl~~nOrilena 
independent (in which r:ase, how is God~ ~hsolute ?), or 
else I utterly blot them out of existence and make them 
deillsion; or els'e (awful thought!) 1- bloC Goel: Himself 
out of existence, as an abstraction of the mind. Terrible 
dilemma! Vvho will deliver me. } 

TOI//Jlil-~(lzalf to IJimself)-" I thanK God through 
Jeslls Christ our Lord," (To Abdel-b'attalI)--vVhen men 
g-et into a "cul-de-sac" and think their position hopeless, 
it 111"ans they have taken a wro~1g turn, and that they 
must .£2.-0 back to beyond tl1": point where they took that 
turn, and start upon anotber path, 

Ahde/-Ti'attali --And what was that point where I went 
wroJlg? 

TOlllllil--At the llllrelie'.'ecJ, unmitigated, ,one-sided 
and exaggerated assertion of the transcendence and ab~ 
solutcne:o;s of God, Of conrse the doctrine'has an aspect 
of truth; but it is not the whole truth. I believe Christ
ianity i~OC:S ne:lrer the whole truth by i1a\-ing the courage 
to assert another of truth's aspects. ThE economy or 
harmony of these aspects brings us as near absolute truth 
as our minds are at present capable of coming. Alld 
therefore I am a Christiall. . . ' 

Tit,' Pri'sidel/t-~I think the time has come then, sir, 
for you to expound this other aSDcct that you mention, 

T()ltll!iI-~-Listen, the.). 

To lx' continued. 
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Tongues and Tongues.' 

OlTR articles in this number upon work for the deaf and 
dumb of Egyopt suggest a few reflections drawn 

from the W orc! of' Goel. 
We have flrst to notice that making th(~ de~f to hear 

and the dumb to speak was among the frequent works of 
mercy of our Nlaster Christ elllring Hii; work on·earth. 

On one occasion, for example (Mark 7: 32), "they 
bring to Him one who was cleaf and had an im;)::climcnt 
in his speech. A'id He took him aside from t!le crowd 
privately, and put His fini~ers into his ears, and Sllzt, 
and louched his tongue; and looking up to heavcd, He 
sighed" (as th,)Ugh marking tbe grc:ltnes::; of the 
spiritual tr;wail involved in each such work of Illercy) 
"' and "aiel to him EplijJ/:at/ia (' Be u/):'ili'd';, a:ld his cas 
were openecl a ncl the bond of his ton:~ue loosed ;; il cl lIe 
spoke plain." 

On two occasions He cured a cln:nb ;lia:l 0:1 tile 
S:lhbath day, a fact whicll His cllemics :i·~izeclllPGn to 
('i.CCllSe I-finl ;:.Lad attribute IIis \vork to t~H; pO'Ncr of e\ljL 

When tile disciples of John the Foreru:111er 3011S-ht 
a sign that He was ;Hessiah, He gave among the siiSlls Llat 

'''the de at hear" C'vIt. II: 5). And on ",;lother ocC:[SiOil 
He healed many dum]) in one clay (:~ft. 15: 3)). Fe',v of 
His signs, if any, seem to have caused so much astonish
ment and gratitude: "He hath clone all things well! 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

He maketh even the deaf to hear! and the dumb to 
speak !," is the cry in which the people express the climax 
of their astonishment. 

If, as some say, the age of miracles is past, we may 
truly reflect that God fulfils Himself in many ways. The 
art with which the deaf and dumb master teaches his 
pupils two languages, which compensate them for their 
loss, would have seemed miraculous to the people of 
Jesus' day. For he teaches them to speak and hear by 
the language of signs first; and more wonderful still, he 
goes on to teach them to understand a person speaking 
through the motion of his lips (and so to hear), and 
actually to articulate an audible language with his own 
lips (and so to speak)', by instructing him in the purely 
mechanical motions of the muscles of the articulating 
organs! 

In other words, the deaf is still made to hear, and 
the dumb to speak: and the motive that induces t11e 
wonders, now as then, is love, for we do not think we 
are wrong if we assert that the initiative in making these 
discoveries and applying them to the systematic in
struction of the deaf and dumb was invariably taken by 
Christian men, from motives of Christiail love. 

Take for example the famous and epoch-making 
case, of Laura Bridgman, in whom it was first demons
trated that a blind-deaf-mute could become fully and 
indeed highly-:educated, who but for this discovery 
would have grown up in a state of complete idiotcy: it 
was simply the Christian spirit of self-sacrifice thal 
caused the discovery to be made :--an American phy
sician, a true follower of Jesus Christ, gave up the whole 
of his life to the instruction of this one poor girl! The 
results amazed the }Vorld. And the problem was solved 
for good and all. Now, as then, therefore, it is He who 
maketh the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak. 

It is well-known that in this country very many of 
the families in which there is a deaf-mute treat him as 
practically an idiot--we do not say cruelly, but with 
complete carelessness. They were not to be blamed; 
for in the absence of the necessary teaching they were 
practically helpless to avert th,is result. We cannot help 
being surprised however, that the Government, having 
started a class in Boulac, dropped it again for lack of 
pupils. Who was to blame? the Government for not 
advertising the. class and making it easy for the parents 
to send their children to it-or eVen almost compelling 
them to do so? Or the parents, in callously missing so 
grand a chance to save the poor little things from a 
wretched existence ? We leave the question open. But 
we hope that this time, when a unique chance is presented 
to the Egyptian public,-::- that the scandal will not have to 
be laid to its charge of neglecti ng it. 

The .. Oriellt. and Occidellt " has acquitted itself of 
its responsibility in making this project known. We 
now call upon the many hundreds who read these words 
to seek' out the deaf-mutes in their neighbourhood and 
use all their influence in inducing their parents to send 
them to a school which "maketh the deaf to hear and 
the dumb to speak." 

"See" To our Englis'1 Readers 'ol in this Number. 
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To Our Eng'lish Readers. 
WE have ~'eceived an intima.tion that Mr .. Faris YllSllf, 

a Synan gentleman, with an EnglIshman, WllO 

desires to remain for the present. anonymous,in Egypt, 
are taking the initiative in starting a school for the Deeif 
and Dumb' of Egypt, and forming a Committee to look 
after the carrying out of the project. 

We have touched on this subject elsewhere, and here I 

add that a country which, owns no school or class for 
the Deaf and Dumb is obviously in extreme need of such 
a"school or class. But an expert t~achel' who also knows 
Arabic well is probably so unique and unlikely a pheno
menon that the actual existence of such a one in Egypt 
should, we think, be considered a very remarkable piece 
of good fortune to the country, and a chance which'it 
were foolish, and worse, to lose. Mr. Abdallah Iddleby 
whom the Committee has sec,ured for the school, ha~ 
indeed these qualifications: he W&S fully trailled in 
England, was a teacher at the Llandaff school, and 
studied and learned Arabic at Beyrout. Arid he has 
already fully proved in Egypt that he can train Arabic
speaking deaf-mutes. 

It has, it appears, been decided to start a boarding
school for deaf-mutes at Zagazig in the old "Land of 
Goshen." The teaching will be gratuitous, and charges 
for board will do little more thall pay the bare expenses 
of food. But well-to-do parents will be expected to C0n
tribute according to their means. The school will thus 
be a purely charitable enterprise, yet an attempt will be 
made to make it at least partially self-supporting. This 
seems to us wise. 

It is clear however, that it is im:)enti ve to call upon 
the generosity of the charitable to cO;1tribute something to 
help, at least, to start the enterprise going, and meet the 
initial exr:>enses. We have been asked by the Commlttc~ 
to make this appeal known to our Readers in England 
and elsewhere; alHl we gladly do so, and will ad::nowledgc 
and forwarcl to the pro)er qu lrter any sum th2.t any 
Reader may feel disposed to send us. 

We wish the project every snccess. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 
~~-- ---~~~----

The Blilld Mall Who Saw. 
IT was a December day at Jerusalem, a feast-day. 

They were celebrating the return of the Jews from 
captivity in Babylon in the year 536. The city was 
crowded with worshippers. It was a pre-eminently 
national feast, one at which national feeling always 
ran high. Who thought that in less than forty years 
that nation would exist no more! 

There was a special reason for national feeling 
that year. A Man had arisen in the Northern parts 
of the kingdom who had excited feelings of extraordi
nary wonder, expectation, and hope. A large number 
had openly received him as the Last of the Prophets, 
The Prophet, the Messiah-King of the Nation. A still 
larger number were ready to receive him as such if 
only their recognised leaders, whose official function 
it was to recognise and proclaIm that King when He 
came, would give the sign. Unfortunately they were 
known to have the strongest antipathy for this Man; 
indeed they were only waiting for an opportunity to 
make away with him: and they had issued orders that 
if anyone in Jerusalem recognised him openly as Messiah 
he should he excommunicated from public prayer and 
all spiritual privileges. 

Such was the state of matters on that December 
day, when the Subject of men's thoughts quietly and 
suddenly was observed among those who had come 
up to the feast. He was attended by his usual small 
band of disciples; but it would appear that compara
tively few of his supporters from the country were 
present at that winter feast. The general atmosphere 
therefore was lukewarm, or decidedly hostile. And 
even well-wishers were cowed by the excommunication 
threat of the Council. 

He and his followers were passing by, when the 
latter nbticed him steadily regarding a poor beggar 
who had been blind from his birth. 

The sight of this man suggested to them to ask a 
question on a favourite matter of debate those days:
Was a special physical misfortune the sign of special 
Divine disfavour attendant on special sin? Was that 
blindness a punishment fo'r some special sin of that 
man's or of his parents'? 
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Their Master answered them that physical suffering 
required neither explanation. There was a third possible 
reason: . "that the works of God might be made 
visible in him." For God makes of the evil that is in 
the world a vehicle for the revelation of good. 

. Jl:AI ~I J\; ..\-;J • ~I 0 A ~WI JI ~\ ~...,) JlI JLr'i1 iliV . . ,..-

He went on, that he recognised ill that man a 
special opportunity for himself to be used of God. who 
sent him for that godlike work of turning evil into 
good. He said also that in his and every life such 
opportunities were obsolutely limited, even as the light. 
of the working-day is limited~to twelve hours by the 
rising and the settillg sun which tarries for no man. 
He hinted that his own twelve hours were nearly run 
out; that his own sun was sinking near the western 
verge; that he must use this opportunity while he had 
time, and give light to this man, seeing that as long 
as his sun was in the world it was the light of the 
world-he was the light of the world. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

Hi~ exact words, which are wondrous, beautiful, and 
solemn, were these: "I mllst work the works of Him 
that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when 
no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world." 

" For the night cometh." The writer was one day 
visiting Abbotsford, the home of the great Sir Vvalter 
Scott; on the lawn was an old sun-dial, and inscribed 
on the dial three Greek words ., FOR NIGHT COMETH." 
He wrote in his diary how often the sentence had preached 
to him in vain. Would that we had it graven on .our 
breasts and that it never preached in vain! 

As soon as the Master had spoken these words, 
he went to the blind man, and making clay by spitting 
on the ground, placed the clay on the eyelids of the 
beggar, and told him to go wash in a certain pool. 
The man, instinctively believing the word of this won
derful stranger, did so, and came seeing. 

Then followed a train of strange events-the bur~ 
den of which was that, owing to the fear of the sentence 
of excommunication, people were unable to give recogni-
tion to this wonderful sign of love and power. r 

For, as soon as the man returned seeing, an excited 
grqup of neighbours were about him discussing the 
matter and overwhelming him with questions. He told 
them explicitly what happened. But the Master himself 
had disappeared. 

He was brought to the religious leaders. They 
also discussed the matter among themselves, and with 
him. He told his story a second time: and he expressed 
his conviction that his healer was at least a prophet. 
The Leaders at first tried to disprove the identity of 
the man; but his parents when summoned soon proved 
liis identity, but in cowardly terror threw upon their 
son the responsibility of accounting for his healing. 
Finally followed an angry dialogue between the man 
and these false "Leaders," they striving to -get him to 
malign his healer and attribute hi~ sight to a direct 
act of God, and he, with growing indignation, pointing 
out the chil~ish ~bsurdity of that position,-as if the 
man who by touch, tone, gesture, and deed was clearly 
the direct means of his healing could be otherwise than 
wholly possessed of God! He was extremely curt with 
those honourable persons, refusing point-blank to tell 
his story a third time, and rudely mocking when these 
inefficient "Leaders" made a slip and confessed 
that they were unable to give spiritual lead in the 
matter, and account for this Nazarene in any way what
soever. The poor beggar thought even he knew better 
than that! He at least knew that He was from God 
and His every act inspired by God! At which they 
lost their tempers altogether and excommunicated him, 
flinging him out of the place of meeting. 

He went forth, a man under a ban :-but, seeing. 

Afterwards that Nazarene found him, alone. He 
asked him this question: "Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God?" 

A strange question 1 Nevertheless the man at least 
knew that one called Son of God was to come. Up to 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

now he had believed that His coming would be an event 
so glorious and brilliant as to he recognised by all the 
world simultaneously, or at least by Israel the chosen 
people, and most of all their leaders. And here was his 
friend putting him a question which seemed to imply 
that the Son of God had come! 

With emotion the poor man asked, "Oh, who is He, 
that I may believe on Him"? He wanted to believe; and 
was sure his Friend would not deceive him in his answer. 

To his unutterable amazement and joy his Friend 
replied, "You have both seen Him, and He it is that is 
talking with you" ! 

Without one thought of a doubt, the poor man fell 
at His feet and worshipped. His friend had said it: it 
was enough. 

Lo, the excommunicated worshipped the Excommu
nicated-disciple and Lord. 

Two works had been done that day: sight had been 
given to bodily l!yes, and the eyes of a soul had been 
opened to see. 

To see what? That Jesus, the perfectly loving and 
holy. c:ll1not deceive. That if He says He is son of God, 
then He is. 

The man who knew he was blind was in a better 
.condition than they who thought they saw, for he, 
knowing his need, received his sight. They, thinking 
they saw, remained blind. Worse still, claiming sight 
they took on themselves the responsibility of sight: they 
were sinning with their eyes open, therefore their S111 

would be imputed. 

This is the report of the short conversation: 

Jesus heard that they had cast Him out; and when 
He had found him, He said unto him, "Dost thou believe 
on the Son of God?" He answered and said, "Who is he, 
Lord, that I might believe on him" And Jesus said unto 
him, "Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that talketh 
with thee." And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he 
worshipped him. And Jesus said, "For judgment I am 
come into this world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind." And some 
Df the· Pharisees which were with him heard these words, 
and said unto him, ., Are we blind also?" Jesus said unto 
them, "If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now 
ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth." 

Reader-Christian, Moslem, Jew, there is the parable, 
and it questions thee Wilt thou": to stand alone with 
Jesus and that poor man, and see, or with those great 
leaders (how small !), and be blind. 

Thy Friend said He is the Coming One, the Son of 
God. He cannot deceive. 

Wilt thou worship, or still remain prOUdly erect? 
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Mary Louisa Whately. 

IN this ~aper we must take our. re~ders back in thought 
to CaIro fifty years ago-a CaIro 111 many respects very 

different from ~he city we know to-day-rnany familiar 
objects now would then have been missing from our 
view, and among them the numerous and well-managed 
Schools for girls with their ever-increasing numbers of 
pupils-it is true that there were one or two schools where 
Christian girls might learn, but not where little 
Mohammedan girls could be taught, not only reading 
and writing, but also those habits of obedience, discipline 
and self-control which alone could fit them later on in life 
to be good wives a nd mothers. 

But fifty years ago some English tourists visited 
Cairo as they do to-day: so in 1856 came Mary 'Whately, 
daughter of the Archbishop of Dublin, seeking in the 
beautiful winter climate of Egypt to regain her health. 
Mary was then 32 years old and had spent a busy and 
useful life in Dublin, visiting and helping the poor, and 
teaching their children in a school which her father had 
built. She had loved the little Irish girls and delighted in 
teaching and helping them, and when she got to Egypt 
her heart went out to the pretty, graceful little Moham
medan girls for whose education no one was caring. 
Four years later, in 1860, the doctors again ordered her 
to Cairo, and this time, she says; "It was laid on my 
heart to try to do something for the girls and women 
of the land, especially among those of the Moslem poorer 
classes,"-a brave unselfish resolve for one who was a 
stranger, ignorant of the langu·age, in delicate health,
a woman! She knew, she writes, that :' the work must be 
slow, for it was all up-hill. But it was begun in prayer, 
and therefore difficulties and delays did not greatly 
discourage me." 

She took a new unfinished house in Bab-el-Bahr, 
and through her ignorance of Arabic could not induce 
the workmen to hurry to finish it. So she lived there at 
first in great discomfort. A room was set apart as a 
school-room and a teacher was found, but wher"e were 
the pupils? Miss Whately and the teacher went out into 
the neighbouring streets, and, when they met a little girl, 
invited her to come ancllearn to read and sew, so that 
S0011 nine pupils assembled, an cl the work began. 

:vliss vVhately was not able, at this time, to live 
entirely in Egypt, but even during her absences the 
school was, as a rule, carried on. Its attractions may be 
judged of from the exclamation of a boy, who, watch-, 
ing his sister prepare for the school" fantasia ", ' wished 
he were a girl.' 

Miss Whately then determined to start a Sunday
school for the boys, telling them that all the week was 
for the girls, but they should have school on 011(' day if 
they would come." 

They did come, and with the help of Egyptian and 
Syrian gentlemen, she taught them then from the Old 
and New Testaments. Shortly after, Mr Mansoor Shakoor, 
who had been helping her occasionally, undertook with 
his brother to assist her permanently. She then op
ened a day-school for boys. 

After 1863 Miss Whately was able to reside perman
ently in Cairo. She took a small h, use for herself, since 
the boys' and girls' schools now filled her original house· 
In 1869, however, the Khedive Ismail Pasha made her 
a grant of land just outside the old wall of Cairo where 
she built a school-house, contributing from her own 
capital three-quarters of the money required. Here to 
this day her work is carried on, now under the able 
management of the Ameriean Mission. 

But her loving, sympathetic heart could not rest 
content in the midst of the sin and suffering which she 
saw around her. She visited in the streets and alleys 
of Cairo, and also in the Bedouin huts outside the town. 
In her visits she read and explained passages from the 
Old and New Testaments, and since there were then very 
few doctors, she bathed and treated bad eyes, anointed 
and bound up wounded limbs, seeking to bring comfort 
both to souls and bodies. Though some times greeted 
with curs;s and pelted with dust, she persevered, till the 
curses changed into blessing and the dust-throwers were 
ready to embrace her. Sometimes she would hire a 
b;)at and visit villages up and down the Nile, teaching, 
healing and distributing Scripture portions. In 1879 she 
was assisted by a doctor and was thus able to open a 
regular Medical Mission. 

So she laboured for the people of Egypt, seeking 
for no reward except the approval of God and their 
adv3ncenwnt until on March 8th. 1889, after a short illness 
she departed to be "with Christ," the example of whose 
earthly life she had so faithfully tried to follow. "He 
went about doing good ... for Goel was with Him." 
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The Lives of the Patriarchs. 
mHE task has now come of giving to our readers the 
~ 1· closing scenes in the life of our hero Joseph,and in 
so doing to complete the story of the patriarchs, which 
we have been engaged in explaining (off and on) for a 
period of eighteen months. We have heard o,f many 
E:;;yptians who are grateful to be possessed of a com
mentary of the lives of the founders of the Hebrew race, 
and ar~ rejoiced to be ahle to look forward, within a 
short space of time, to presenting Arabic-speaki ng 
countries with the most complete account of the lives of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph that has yet been 
published in Arabic. We venture to hop~ tha: those 
who have followed their story week by week wIll have 
seen into some of the wonc1erful thoughts anc1lessol1s 
which the Bible teache.;. And if God gives lIs,the 
strength and the guidance which we continually ask of 
Him, it is our earnest desire by degrees to open up all the 
treasures of the Old and New Testament in the pages of 
'Orient a11d Occident." 
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The Plan of the book Genesis. 
\Vith the end of the book of Genesis and the life of 

joseph we have brought the history of the Hebrews down 
to the point where they have developed from being one 
family into twelve tribes. The life of Jos~ph was so 
Dverrllied by God as to prevent the family breaking liP 
into opposing tribes as in the case of Esan and Jacob. 
And the bringing of all the family clown into Egypt, 
there to increase in numbers and prosperity uncler a 
strong gDvernment and in a peaceful kingdom, welded the 
-clan together into a self-contained community. It 
remained to Moses, as we shall see later on, to guide the 
.,destinies of the clan until they become a united nation 
with laws, and worship of their own. And we wish to 
point out that for this reason alone the Book of Genesis 
is the best story to put into the han~s of children of 
every race and clime. because it treats more thoroughly 
than any other book of the origin of a great nation, while 
attributing that origin to Divine causes, and all its initial 
experiences to the direct hand of Providence. 

Visions and Visionaries. 
<OUR closing articles on the lives of Jacob and joseph, 

and the clear vision with which they gazed into 
futurity, and by faith and hope realised things still unseen, 
suggests to us to giVE: this wt;ek a meditation on certain 

.,heroes of the ages, who like Jacob and joseph in the 
realm 'of faith had visions of a better future, still un
realised, and spent their lives in reaching forward to 
1:heir realisation. 

Such men we call visionaries, and that which they 
inwardly saw we call visions. The progress of the 
world has very largely depended and still depends upon 
such men. "Where there is no vision the people 
perishes." History, secular and religious alike, tells us 
this clearly: it tells us that to be content with any past 
.attainment is to stagnate and die. It tells us that to 
make even the finality of a Revelation the excuse of care
lessness about social, moral, and intellectual progress is 
also punished by the terrible penalty of pe1'rifaction 
and cleath, in which even the creed itself shares. It 
teaches most clearly that the only thing that keeps men 
alive in any true sense is the constant forgetting what 
is behind and reaching out to that which is before--a 
better future. Of course this do~s not mean really 
/iwgettillg the past; it means ceasing to be satisfied by 
the past or incapacitated by vain regrets for it. The man 
who is always pressing forward is indeed the only one 
who gains from his study of the past. "I do not," said 
a recent great historian, "study history to see what 
·people were doing centuries ago, but to see more clearly 
what we should do now!" what a gulf between this mode 
-of studying the past and the Indian philosopher who 
regards it as unreal, or the Moslem or Christian tradi
tionalist, who thi nks that the possession of a final 
revelation exempts him from entertaining any further 
ideas on progress! To one and all History says, Advance 
Dr perish! 
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.. 

'\,,\"""j ~I'"" ~ ~4 ft". u~") 
j\J.)~\ 0~-"! ";).rA7.. \4) • 0~\)\ s.. J~)\ ~~jI- J!.. 
rr:lc. Ci;:.o Jly. ~) 0l( Ji tW1 .lA~;I 0\ ~ ~) . 4Sj)1 ~ 
C~l~ .\i:.~~\ 0\ ~.i. 4il; ~~JJI) ,,~'1I ~J\:I\ ~1-~ ~ 
) \.L.:c. ')\l '-?) \ ~t" • ~ ~ ~ \A:c. ':J \ .) I) ..:"",: J J.a.. ~ ~ III 
~jl:: .)1 .J.: ':J JA-lIJ ,::P ~I) ,,~'11 .\;) ~~ ,1.cJ. ~\ ,.Ac. d' 

,)\(.tA1> J" ~c.\-! \ .. .)1) . J . ..\ll U".; .} ;'j. i~..l-=- (I.?

JI):i:.l1., I.:?~\l.~ ~c.\:.AI\ iJJ:. J~ ~~~\ J\c.~ .. ~ ~ e,;.;'1I) 4 .. ~1 

0~ ~ ~ 1.i_II> ~) Jc. . -)L.'JI) JI.o'1~ ~ .)J:.~ J~:-l\ 
. "" 

J:A:_tI JI ~b ~.l$jJl J~)l; .t.: l\ij'11 i.A-" J! LS~\l\ . . ," 

-:0;,j-\:I.\ 0~;'J~,tI ...\>\ JI; .~U\ I./)~ IY ~~ 01 ~:'1 

4S) '1 J. c.':.~; I,,)"l:.ll J-A~ 0ls" i;\.. f" ~ ~):ll I./J"\ '1 ~; I 
.,.ir-. t):l\ 1,,)")" 0~ -.J ;11 L) I} ~ \,.IL...i .)1 ",:-"f. I;\.. 

~ J\ ~A:AS: 0) ~ji:~ ':J J.. jl I ,,~\ ~_A~);2! ,\..,,),,) ~~}tl I 

""":";1 0)..\A:~ J.jJ\ ~_:IlA:II J:- ~\~\ 0~:_1.I} 0.~_11 
We are not going to say anything in this article 

.about those philosophers who have had visions of a .J..A:-11 J I )a:l I 0" r-r:;';". ..r~ ~ I ..:" ~ ~ I ~it;. Jc. r-A, J~> 

~" 
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re-constituted world, or dreamed about ideal Republics, !« ..;...)\ i.J.A~ J ~>Ij ~ J;,. ;:):\\; i~A:I~ il;."JI) 
perfected Societies, and so on. These are also visionaries, l:. 
but for the most part philosophic ones. We may have 0' .. ~1 ~...,)I y~"",1 ~ .... )AAl\ ~~J,i ~\Al.\ o~ J )j;'J \:; \ 
111LlCh to say about these later on. But to-day we are 
rather thinking of men of action, men who have caught ~) ul ... ~) 4:\~ )J.,a.~ 0J~J .IJ1I ~ tly 0J~ l;\s' 
a more partial vision of a reformed or beautiful future, '.c: iF • 

and have in the strength of it "put their lives in pawn" . ~~ ~; ~\\ :> ri \:\.1) ~A .... ~ ('"~) 0,'" I) 41 r r~1 ~ 
to get it fulfilled. ~I JI 0))a:~ 1;\5' 0'.~1 JLF~I J~) ~ 0 ~I ~>&~ 0~) 

Even the great conquerors were in their way vision-
aries, though personal fame may have had more to do ('"tAL.I Ir)' .\A;'))l\ "~~ \r.l,..; J._> I ~ IJ_i\I;'. ~:c.~ ~I 
with influencing them than the good of their kind. 
Alexander the Great dreamed of a world subdued to "::t ,;;-.U ri~ 1.,Ai" 
the feet of Greece, and the vision never left him; it ac-
companied him to Syria, Egypt, Persia, anel India, and \"';\("'~I )~~~ wi I) 1 ~~; 0,0 I;\s' J.i iUa..11 ~!:J.\ 0i ( 
only faded when his own eyes glazed in death, under "Jl s:: ~ ~ ~ • 
the dagger of the assassin. Napoleon Buonaparte was ~ r-r> ~ 1 0 . 0 1J J.. I· ,~~ • J~I 01 0)~~ 
lllllch the same. One traces the ecstasy of the visionary 1l.11 yL,a;.l0'" .b:: 4J1S' ")to.;~ ).x.S:.\; . J1Jll ~I\ ~ll'; 
in his Eastt:rn expedition, in his mad attempt to govern r \.... r . -
Europe, and in his extraordinary expedition to Russia. o,))bi .;..;\s' J. 4.~" J)\A;' ~~J\ oj. ~ t) U"~ ilJ.i1 ~ 
According to Mommsen, the great historian of Roman 
History. Caesar was a visionary and not a mere ambitious cJai-1 L. ~ ~I J~ tJ J.:.lI JI U")\; ifJ .."......JI ~)J"" 0· 
selfish despot: he caught a vision of the mission of Rome ./ ,/' 
to rule, unify and civilize the then-known world, and t\..4;.\ J)~ ~~I u./.G.f. 0~"'; I~ )J.:')""'" ~ls").~ u)\ 
knew that only by the supersession of the Republic by ~ '-I ')II I", 1_ 4 1\ ~,~\ l_ L 
the Empire could she effect this. And beyond question ~~)Y' ? ~. r ~ ,a.r' y.;;.\\ 0> • .,;IJ Jf:JI 

"',/' . 
the best British Imperialists are actuated by similar \.Alt.. 0')..,. 1 ~\ 01 4:'J) ~)j ~l,., 0J-.( JIj .,u). ~))I 
motives; the presence of England in North America, r l.:.: 
Africa, Oceania, in India and in EgYiJt is not regarded 01 J.A:..~) '..Sit ))i:11 tW1 01)) \,0 JI )a:~ 0l(' J! J.Ati~A 
by them as a satisfaction of base ambition, but as the 
fulfilment of a mission, giving peace, justice, and en- (. 'i ~U; 01) J~\) y.,...:.lI 0.;.'-" tW1 p. 01 '" ~J) ~f4 
lightenment to a quarter of the human race. " 1\ \ '- L 

'). ",;~~ .-~ 4..)r1p'\ JI 4~L.))1~) ~I J..~ 'i\ 
This brings us to political visionaries. Their means 

may have been fair or foul; but their ends have usaully ~I 0~ I,. ~ i~\ lS./.~\b,.fi.1 1.$)~(p'~1 y)-I 01 j-: 
been noble: they have caught a vision of a nobler po-
litical future. The Gracchi in Rome; Pope Gregory ~:)I) ~~\c,.:JI IS'p'A\ ~ \:;\b~./. ';J~ >U_:.I 0 1 ~.)At 0\./. 
the Great, who dreamed of a religious empire that ~ 
should supersede national distinctions, and by his ~1r'"1\ C::. 1 ~l.Al il,-I ~ 1 J. ~I~ c::1 ~~~ --'" .r.J xlI) 
gigantic failure demonstrated for all time the impos- til ~I\ J ..1\ - )1 
siblity of the idea; Savonarola, of whom we wrote • 0,j J \ ~ J. 4.~ ..r:.0 
this year (see No. ix); Hampden, the good genius of I -. \~L.. \ . I Jl' LII' \ ':J 
the Revolution in England against Charles I; the fiery J .u:,..,..; oJ' 'J .,.-.».::- u: I 0:!:--" _ 0y I) ~ , 
spirits who made possible or actually effected the • ;'~...,!~l;.)\ ~.;..ils" ..u~~~ 01 ~ .";~~J~:\ ~,..,..; ~ 
French Revolution, (whatever we may think of their I . I.- I' 

ideas in detail; the men who fought for Parliamentary .~...". J . ~ . .l:-ll tk ~ ..l.-~ J:A:-A JI 0J)a:;, 1;\$";1 
Reform in England in 1832, as may be seen by whoso v r. 
reads Macaulay's speeches; the men who dreamed of, r- 0\) I$Jl\ ~ll '-"'.i..)J~~ ~I~~ ~') ~ « 0J~",;JI , 
fought for. and achieved Italian unity and independence- s::\. 6..J,. ;j,. 
Mazzini ancl his followers, Garabaldi, Victor Immanuel- 0 ) ... )1) 4:_'. 1 ~\.J> ~1 ~ jJi: ~_,:) 4._)ja1p'1 .l":';~ 
all these men were men who turned with aversion from ~~A). 'i.~ t:-)""::'" J:.A~ :(}\~: .... I lWl ~9 .:..~I ~. LA 
the political miseries of their own day, and conceived \ ~ r-
of a more glorious state of things unrealised but reali- ~.J~ 0.>.:!J (~~Ioj,. ~ ,.....\:11 ')J...J\.;Lii I ) ~))i}\ .... ra~ 1 
sable; and it was this conception that spurred them /" l.-

on to action anel victory. ) J'l?-.>. J) ')II vi)":'; ~l\.t\ ~.;, I;~ \ ~ ~ 'il O),,:I\)i 

Still more important, social reformers. The Gracchi .; II' 1,,_ ~ II· . '11 to 1 J\ ·v \ ~. - . 'JI .. II' .~\.l,) loT .;>J "::.a.~ --~J. ":',D I('V ":-I.J O)4~ 
(once more) in Rome; i\10hammed in Arabia; Savonarola - .F ./ 

too in Florence; Burke and the great reformers of the 'A'f''\';.:. ... <J .;..:1)~I\ ~"'" 'i \).).Jot.:- 0'.JlI J~)I ~~\ o..iJ.ifJ 
nineteenth century, of some of whom we have already .,/' 
spoken, sllch as Wilberforce and those who with him '.,Ai) ~.',.JlI J~)\ ..::~j)) . J§:: ul!lk;'~ c..4 J e..a=: '(' 
fought the slave-trade; Lord Shaftesbury who fought \.sj 
against industrial tyranny ancl cruelty; and Dr. Barnardo, j;; ¥)f ') <;?J1~)c.) ~j~ lJ.)A.A: ...... I) \~\~I ..l.:>J:l ~A;l 

YOn' 
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. 
who rescued and still rescues children from the grip 

of poverty and misery--every one of these had before 

his eyes an ideal, a vision, towards which he strained, 

the sight of which spurred him on, just as the sight 

of the goal gives the runner strength to persist in 

the race. One had the vision of two continents of 

slaves freed and living in brotherhood and equality; 

another, of tens of thousands of labourers living 

industrious, peaceful, happy, honourable lives; another 

of poor outcast children growing up in the fear of God 

and the love of mal1. All these 

"By the visioll splendid 

"Were all their way attended". 

In modern times this enthusiasm for social reform 

1S very marked, and much of it is very noble. People 

are· asking themselves if there is any need why unde

served poverty should exist; why the chances of success 

should be open to so few; why so 'cw should have 

opportunities of culture and pleasures of refinement. 

Dreams and visions of a restored and beautified social 

fabric are rising before the minds of men and inspiring 

their lives. 

Dreams and visions of even a whole world lying 

in peace and amity are influencing not a few, The 

distant vision of 0 clay when the kingdoms of the 

world shall be the Lord's, drive many hundreds of 

men and women to leave their homes and spend their 

lives among alien peoples as heralds of the Lord's 

tidings. 

We have been talking of "Egypt's greatest needs." 

Perhaps the very greatest one of a1l--the one underlying 

alJ the others--is dreamers of dreams and seers of 

visions: men who look behind the immediate and the 

material, and grasping Egypt's needs sacrifice tl1em

sel ves, their wealth and their time, on the altar of 
their country. The passive indifference, the lazy 

acquiescence in the present, the frigid, barren orthodoxy 

of the past must give way to a "divine discontent" 

and a divine energy after nobler things. Is it possible 
that this movement has begun? The manifesto of the 

University Committee to which we alluded some num 
bers back is the most hopeful sign we have yet seen 
of the beginnings of a new spirit.. But the note of 

that manifesto is still the note of a very very few. 
whose greatest task indeed is to bring it about that tha~ 
note shaH he caught up and echoed by rank after 
rank, class after class, of the nation. Not until then 

will Egypt take her due place among the nations, a 
place which no amollnt of material prosperity and 

fatness will give her, but only the love of goodness 
and of knowledge and of all things that are noble and 
excellent and true. 
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~J"~ t ):1 \ ~ I) )~.; 1 0'. Jl I ~e.~ ~ 1 W~.,at\ ~A) 
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- 41 '-'\.) ~J ~ ~ . . . ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 

Can God's Book be Translated? 
IT is a ver"y common thing in this country to hear 

people assert the impossiblity of translating God's ;.....;~~. :\t.~ :>":J..;..II oi"Jl..i ...... , .... ~." I \:.AA" 11.1b 
Word so as to serve any useful purpose. Our Moslem "./~J-_ _ v '-'. 

friends point with pride to the fact that the Koran iS~~A 0".ll1 \:j1;"IJ . :>~\ U#J;.\~ ~ ~~ 1»1 ~ 
untranslatable; i.e. that no translation can bring out ~ 

the meaning of the original, the glories of which dis- 0'-- JIi~ 0~"S1 ~ ~ <\i\ ~. u;-;1! jt; ~ §;11':;}; 
~ppear with the Arabic of the Koraish. And this 
strange theory is often made an excuse for not reading ~ -.:.;t:.~ 4,j t! ,y Jas: It u:-jJ\; c.1\.l\J :l~i ~ ~ ~ ~\ 
the Arabic version of the Toura.t and Injeel, because· .. . .. <IS' / : t .. " " 

they:af(~ a "mere translation" which must therefore have 01);11 U\k...:r 0P t. \~ ~ ... 4i ~I I.l.J J.!} 
-changed the original meaning. 0\;J~ l.i d..ilJ ,:;1.:;.. t....:1 ,rl~ ~ -'I ~I J. l~~~I-, 

Perhaps no more destructive theory has ever been "'It' r - 1...1':' .. .... ' 

maintained by human perverseness. And we wish -:c.)~ U. c.1\;J "jl I"i,.. ,y \b;. J..!,\"j lWI ~~ •• ~J 
now to advance some reason for our statement, \ : \ . r 

(I) If the theory were true, it would mean that a ~ 0~\Al1 (.,J;. ~I ~~ Ja... r:~'l tjl Ij,. ~.1 (,) 
.great deal of God's word, in His inspired Books, nius- , tor,.,.., I./. 
become, and has become, useless to' man, since the L:i ~ ~~ ~ l.r.al~ ~I ~ \,)"..ill I ~ovl 0'1 ¢Jl;J .J"!.~I\ 
languages in Which they were written (e.g. Hebrew 0 --. ~, :.. I/o. ....v· 
.and Ancient Greek) have become defunct. If translat 0~ 01 ~ b\ ~I .wI ~ ~U.I ~\;J\I ,y ~,)'\) J ~..lA)1 
tions cannot give the true sense, then God's living ~'l L.a-.. ;II..:,.i\s" 1;1 d.il 1.S . .;.i ;;)~., . ..:.,.iL. J.i -Rj ~ 
word has become dead. To oUl; mind those who oppose 1" . 
this idea show far more respect to God's word than 01 ~,)~I'~J • ~I oj,. ..:,;t. J.At ~I ;(' ~ ~.:I1 ~ ~ 
those who profess a slavish jealousy for the jots and 
the tittles of its original tongue. ~~""":";)J~<.f...l\1 tY;(\ ~I -;r0,JAJ.s!..tjl \j,.~J\A.. 

(2). If the theory were true, a second absurdity • 
still greater than the first, results; viz: that the greater , ~;l.1 ~..AlJ 0· 
majority of the adherents of a faith are incapable of . J ~I 0t::>~\ y\!I;t"1 _'1;\ )).i\.\ ;ojl 7T-11') ~,,) . 
knowing, or understanding, their sacred Book! For - - '-r ~ I' L 

example, Islam is professed by more than three times ('11 --/ ~ •• <.f....Al~ ~ i~ '1tt 6...-J.Al.I :<'~r It .)P.-
as many people who are ignorant of Arabic than those __ ~ . 
who are Arabic-speaking. Are we then to accept that 4.llb.. \;1 ~~~I ~ ,)14.;.1\\ ~~I tY.~ 0'.~ r.:.l ;t\ ~ ')II 
lhese one hundred and fifty millions are incapable of· • .-
understanding the Koran, the very Book sent down .J"J .~ ,)'\0};"1. ')I 0'_..iI1 ~"...:J\ 0'" ~Y\t\ dlJI J'- 01}!1 
for their guidance! Millions are, as a matter of fact, . . <IS' J. 
deprived of their rights and sentenced to an intelligent :.J.,..Jf- t ~~\ 01 ~ i5"J.I>J hi t jl.a 
and superstitious repetition of what to them is meaning- •. 
less, just in support of this false idea! 0 the perversity WI "it: JI.> ~I i~ 0\ d-,~ ~.l\1 0Li')l1 JJ- ~ 
of man! who thinks he honours God and really de- . :. I - V:. 1_ \ .I - \ .1\ . 

<) ;~ • .w of'"'""".,:..it> I I.S.J' • ~~J 4J O)~ A "'::' ~ grades Him, and dishonours Him, by ascribing to Him -
fancies which really emanated from his own brain. ~ It: ~J.J·i ~> ~.} U jl ~...\All ~tJ:lIJI ~I~I ~\ 
As if Almighty God had any special delight in Hebrew, 
or ancient Greek, or the Koraish dialect of the Arabic ~ ~ V tY ~ ~ t(' 4....\\bi (.l: 0\ -' ~i \ \ 
branch of the Semitic family of human tongues! or as 
if He wished to confine the knowledge of His precious p:11 j.....:....i '1 01)1 ~;J ~ 01 GU; 0'" ~ j')lIJ (,..) 
word to the few whose mother tongues these were! "'" ~~"'" 

(3). But, still further, even the Arabic of the Koran r J. ~,.rall ;...t~ 4tA: ':l tr:- \~ ~t::- 01 ~~ \r. ~ ')IJ 
is a dead language. No one speaks it. It is, much of "'" • J . · . 
it, unintelligible in Egypt. Whoever, wishes to under- '.ir: 1;1 I~' . clfJ1 I}IJ ..J~\A:lI JI IjJ..f- 4f9 \,:>1) bl 
stand it must work with lexicon and tafseer:-in other 4$ -II Sf ~I\ ·i.5;W ~ ~~\ _,:o:.i JI ~I 4.P 0".a:-;~ );Go'11 
words, he must translate it into his own idiom and the -~ f r-
language of his own thought. In other words, even §}l1 U:; ~~~ }: .t..-A.i 
the Egyptian student of the Koran hasi' in spite of 
hiniself, to admit that it can be translated.·· . 4.:i\G1 .. ~ J ~ 0-,~ 4.Ai..u.1 ~;l; ~~4 J;JI 01 (t.) 

(4). The objection that certain mistakes in trans- \ 
lation. are riearly always made, and that nuances are 1»1 ~ .. ~I d'; ~ t~ 0-'S\ UIJ i~~ JW,I ~! ~,.>i; 
-confessedly untranslatable, and that rather than subject ~ 

the Word of God t6 such small losses in translation it 1-4: 0)r14l~ . J;J.I ~ 0"~)L;.. J;llr: . ...::.JJ I JI ~~ 
~s better to deny it i~ to~o to almost the whole race, ~I· ~I.t-- • ·_I~;I .. ~ "1" -l:., i 1\ 
IS of course mere qUlbbhng. Every day those .who ~ u-! ..1 ur _ ~ . ~ u~ _ ~ 'J 

t(yA 
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are guilty of this quibbling give it the lie themselves, 
by reading translations of other Books, and claiming 
that they have'read,and understood, the author'sthoughts. 
If, then, Scott's thoughts can he understood by thee, 
o Man, when interpreted mto Arabic, is God really 
incapable of ~making His thought intelligible, in the . I 
essential and complete meaning of the word, when it, 
too, is interpreted into thy tongue? 

Moreover, if you ask a supporter of this theory 
why he denies the sacred scripture to the· dweller in 
India, say, he says that the first principles of the faith 
taught in the vernacular are sufficient. If these are transla
table, how much more the book which is their source! 
And if that Book is really so unimportant that the 
knowledge of it is a matter of indifference, what a 
low opinion of its spiritual importance is thus clearly 
involved! . 

At the back of word is thought. And thought is 
universal, and can be rendered into every tongue, 
whether simply or elaborately, even as the same thought 
can be expressed simply for a child and elaborately 
for a man, and yet remain the same. It is therefore 
the simple, direct. fundamental thoughts. that can best 
be translated alike into the childish tongue of the 
Dinkas, or the highly-wrought language of the Germans. 
Take the words "The Lord is My shepherd, I shall 
not want": how simple they are, and how profound! 
that one sentence is sufficient to guide a man through 
life, and harbour him safe in eternity! The secrets of 
hea ven and earth are in it. Yet we suppose there is 
not one language in the world which cannot express 
it with equal directness. simplicity, eloquence. and force? 

The fact is, it is the glory of God's Word that it call 

be trallslated--'rr. is a mark of a true God-word 
that it can. be rendered so as to be understood by 
those for whom it was sent, viz. by all men, and all 
tongues. And per contra, it is no glory, but shame, to 
claim for a Book that it cannot be rendered. It is 
indeed tantamount to saying it is not Goel's word, and 
that the religion that depends on it is not and cannc t 
be uni versa 1. 

-- ------- ~-~-- ---- ---- - -- -- - - - - - -

. . 
~11..~ );.11 ,jy.r \;\1. t"j\ \.i-. ",:-,~I.;..\\"" 1;\ 
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"Oriellt and Occident." 
VOL. IL, 1906. 

IN this last number of the year we wish to make a few 
comments on the contents of our Second Volume, 

of which we are publishing an index immediately 
and sending it with the opening number of the New 
Year. 

Turning to the "Prospect" in our first number, in 
which we foreshadowed our subjects for the coming 
year, we find that we have fairly fulfilled what we then 
promised, though one or two subjects we have been 
obliged to 'carry forward' to our third year. We 
said that we took our stand upon the fact of 'Brother
hood,' and that we intJ;nded to encourage Egyptian 
initiative and true national feeling. And our articles 
about Egyptian Societies in general, and the new 
project of the National University in particular (see 
Nos. II, 13, 15,35,42), show how we have carried out this 
promise. We have, in accordance with our promise to 
consider" National influences for good," published 
articles about" Prisons" (Nos. 31, 32), c.r. with that on 
"Elizabeth Fry" (No.5); "The Reformatory at Giza" 
(No. 32); and "Schools for Blind, Deaf and Dumb" 
(Nos. 40, 41); and we carry forward to next year the 
considerations of Orphanages such as those at Kalioub 
qnd Fom-el-Khalig, etc., together with articles on the 
National Dangers mentioned in our first number. 

With regard to subjects connecterl with the historic 
·part, we have touched on the manners and morals of the 
Ancient Egyptians (Nos. 2, 43), and we have given 
sketches of the influence of Greece and Rome on the 
World (Nos. 16, 18, 20, 21). We saw what England 
learned in her period of subjection we traced the 
history of Mediaeval Cairo; and we summarised that 
of Japan. The filling-in of these sketches must, of course 
take time, and must depend moreover to some extent on 
the appetite of our Readers for these great subjects; but 
we shall certainly do something to fulfil this task next 
year, as we shall state more in detail in our New Year's 
Number. The importance of such studies we have 
touched on in Nos. 17, 18. Interesting debates on the 
above subjects by young Cairo students will be found 
in Nos. 4, 6, 10, 15. 
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Coming now to educational questions, in addition to 
the articles on the "University of. Egypt" mentioned 
above we find articles on other Eastern centres of higher 
educa~ion, such as the Mohammedan College at Aligarh 
(No. 37). and the Christian College at Beyrout (No. 38). In 
suggesting to the Committee of the National University 
the advisability of personally studying the systems of 
various countries, we intended to make some contribution 
however small, to such a study. of which the two articles 
already mentioned are a first instalment. Other articles 
under this head touch on a great Mediaeval Moslem 
Educational enthusiast (S:lladin, No. 38), and a modern 
pioneer ~f girls' education in Egypt (No. 39). 

Passing on to subjects related to Personal and Social 
morality. we discussed questions lying at the very root of 
the former in Heart Morality (Nos. 23 and 25), and mCl.de 
a contribution to what will, we hope, be a series on the 
latter in our articles on the Secret of National Greatness; 
Nations and Social Questions (No. 12), The 
City (No. 29), Clean Hands (No. 33). and Lord Shaf
tesbury, the great social reformer (No. 32, 33). 

From the consideration of the problems of this 
country, we pass to our articles on foreign lands, peoples, 
and customs. We have learned how the whole world is 
becoming one-how "one touch of nature makes the 
whole world kin," and how many influences are at work 
to increase that kinship a'nd weld the nations together. 
Upon these subjects we have touched in our series on 
Japan (Nos. 3, 4, 8, 10, 12-14, 16, 21-23), in which we 
tried to give a summary glance at Japanese history, 
peoples, customs, and religions, and to trace some of 
the reasons for her greatness. We also showed the 
moving spectacle of the progress, rapid and certain, of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ in that country. Turning from 
the Far East to the West, we have given the impressions 
of two young men, both sons of the East but representing 
widely-different types of education, upon \Yhat they saw 
in Europe, and especially in England. One of these 
recei ved his impressions through the medium of a mind 
trained at Beyrout in the discipline of modern times 
(28-3I), and the other trained in the old discipline of 
EI-Azhar (33, 34, 37, 39.41). We do not doubt that our 
readers read with interest impressions refracted through 
two such different minds. 

Turning now to subjects concerning the deep realities 
of Religion, we had several articles at the beginning of 
the year upon the great Eastern religion of Buddhism. 
The very fact that Buddhism recognises neither God nor 
eternal consciousness shows us that" religion W must be 
given a very wide definition: we find it to mean the 
attitude of a man's inner being to the totality of existence; 
to self and the not-self; to the Origin and the End; to 
the stream of human events as they flow, and to the 
ocean whereinto that stream floweth and hath rest. 
Buddhism gives one explanation of these mysteries and 
we saw what it was (Nos. 3, 12-13). Islam gives an ex
planation that lies at the very opposite pole of thought; 

..\j l:.il (.;Ii ·~)All ~i~ ~i,.JI ~I"tl JI 0\11 ~t 
( t;l!;~ UPI ~..r.11 ;.....~I ,J l:.:s: 1..\", ) lr.t t:.:s: 

)~I ~~J.rJI ~ t--'I:fI~ ~ J,,04; 0..\'" ~..\A; 
J"- ~';;I J.AJ J ( ~A J ~v ~..\ .. l\ )ai i ) U).JY. 4:tsJ ..\~~ 
~\".~I ~L.\k; ~ (.)")J.i 01 o))il.l ~..r.11 ~ .... IJ:.I 4.:J:. 

.p::.. ~ ... 

l_t ~L;\ 1;~I)1 IJ ~..\--;J \~I if ~)..\~ ~~WI ~ ~~I 
li __ s.- ~ ~?L.: .. ')fl.4.. 0..\'" I:.~S .u l:.il ( . ClI .... o~-'!i 
JI (.)")~\J ~ .£-JI 0:~1 ~ ~)\; 0" ~~.i; I;,;('i; ~-,..al\ 
~",.I.%) ~)\.. o~ ~PJ (~A -,-,,,II .Jl.1;i ) ~ J I"t..:;i 
~ " 

( ~Q, ~-'..ll)aii ) ~ ,J ~~U (.-:11 i ll.1; ~ ...... :, .. 

..ld JWI" yb~1 ~ ~ JI ~~'11 ~\)I I..i 
. - ~ 

iflJ.:\J 0:..r..J~ e,UI ~~.JJ:.\ ~) ~I ~bl,J )\04; ~p 

l:l.iJ ~"'~ '11 ~ ~IJ ('1I ,U",,J ~.I]l:.,"..\!iJ (~..r~~ 
c~..\t\. ~')fl.4.. ~I)ail • -OIl .1..::, 01 ~~.) ,,:,,;o,,~1 tl::i 01 

~)"ul - if~1 &"J (~ ,)..\-"') ~I..a.:! ~~IJ (~Q, ~.Ac.) 

( ""~ ~..\c. ) ~~\.; 

JI ~)JI ~i) ..\AU • 4£~ '1\ ~I}I)~ JI 0~1 Jt 
• 1f/IP _ .. 

lIi __ ~".c; J'" ~l .. 11 Jc.I"AIIJ ~~'1I,J 1.1;.1 tl .. ll ~I lr: 
~ .. :;::; 

0~~\ ~)Ii,J ~\ I:.~ .At). 1.. ... ~)')f\ ~J"'::' ~V'J 0..\.,)1 

~~~ 4.i~"~IJ ";blc-J ~.":II Ii". J~i ~ )~J ~I\ 4~) ~ 
''\J 'tJ '~J ,. J "-' tJ ~ ~ I..\c. '11 )ai i) 4:.l.1c. ,-:-,L~ . ...i 

• .))\! ,J e:..rJI c::11 ~J(i.. (..\Ai 4 J (~~ - "'J 
tp .>.i \:;\ L>fl yjoll JI ~;'11 --3r ll 0.0 ~J 

0\:~\ ( \.;us:::; \ ~J"~Jo4>J) ~ )"i ,J o..L"\.; \..F- ~'114'o ~_L.. 
~)JI J'" i)..ll \t>..\:J Jl;' ",:"" • .irJ I ~ ~..r:JI 01~ ~ 
..;")'11 ;"...~ ,J ~~..\AI\ ~A:..Jkll J"- .;;..'iIJ uJP.! ~¥ ~ 4~-'~\ 

d..:.i ')f~ (t\''''''')''''V)~t)I(''I(''J~' - "(It. ~1..>.c-.'1\ jaii) 
01!1':'11 01i. -.;(\.. 01.. .. ~ 1.J"lIb..\; il;ll ~.Ij 0\ 

o..>.c-. ~: ... II o..u. ~-'! i:,Ol;p - 4~1 ~I}\,J ~ 

(.jlI·~)AII ~./.l~"J J.rJI ~ ~~~\ ~~~I if~ ~'1l4.. 
~,;..) '1 ~~~I 4.;~..\l1 0)0,0 0~ Q ~ .. \.; t: . ."..; ~~..\lI 0 1 

01~) JI ~..)All 01..\~J ~ ,,4.;~~~. ~~-,!i~l~ '1J ~~ 

JI - ~lrJI JIJ ~\~I JI -..J~_II JIJ ~I JI- J'll 



electronic file created by cafis.org

ORIENT AND OCCIDENT. 

yet we saw that Islamic theology being also an extreme 
and an isolation and exaggeration of one aspect of truth, 
leads in reality to the same negative and agnostic con- : 
elusions as does Buddhism, though from directly con- I 

fiicting premises (35,36,39,40,44). We have hinted that 
one of the glories of Christianity is that it gives an 
economy of faith which enshrines what is true in Bud
dhism and Islam, and unifies their contradictory extremes, 
and this fact we hope to make further manifest next 
year. 

We have again, in this our second year, drawn 
copiously from the rich stores of the Word of God. In 
the first year we published dialogues proving its 
authenticity; starting upon this basis, we had this year 
a dialogue on the Nature of Inspiration, and the answer 
to the question" What is Inspiration?" which the Tourat, 
Injeel, and Koran, when interrogated, severally give. And 
here again we saw that certain spiritual desires and 
ideals which commentators on the Koran have striven to ' 
find in it, are completely fulfilled and satisfied by Christ, 
the Word of God, to whom the Tourat points and whom 
the Injeel reveals. 
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We saw in a series of studies on the lives of the 
patriarchs Jacob and Joseph, how, at every turn, the 
scriptures about them can only be fully interpreted or 
appreciated when the eyes, are turned to Jesus Christ 
His life, teaching, and example. And, in the studies on 
that Life itself, during the first months of the year, we 
saw Him who is the Light of the World (No. I), Him who 
sqlves our questionings about this mysterious world, and 
who alone can give us power to fulfil God's ideal for our 
own characters and lives here and hereafter. Therefore, 

I ~;~....:..,;" t..~).>i JI JJ.a.AlI ~L.. J ~li I::i) ..\iJ 

as Jesus Christ is yesterday, to-day, and for ever, we 
humbly desire that He shall be the beginning, continuing, 
and ending of our enterprise in this Magazine, and to 
His name and glory we desire to consecrate this Volume 
of the Secone! Year of our Magazine. 
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" On, and Ever Olll " 
FAR down the ages now, 

Her journey well-nigh done, 
The pilgrim Church pursues her way, 

And longs to reach her crown. 

No wider is the gate, 
No broader is the way, 

No smoother is the ancient 'path, 
That leads to light and day. 

No feebler is the foe, 
No slacker grows the fissht, 

Nor less the need of armour tried, 
Of shield and helmet bright. 

Thus, onward still we press, 
Through evil and through good, 

Through pain, or poverty, or want, 
Through peril or through blood:.-

Still faithful to our God, 
And to our Captain true, 

\\T e follow where He leads the way, 
The Kingdom still in view. 
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