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CSINTERCESSION" IN THE QUR'AN

Somia time ago we were camped in o village the Khatéb of which had some
time before become s Christian. Opposition was, therefore, to be expected.
It appeared in the shape of a full-blown Maulvi, who dodged our foossteps, and
~behind our batks - {orbade the people to listen to our presching. We scon
discovered that the Maulvi was harping on one string, vis., the Muslim doetrine
of Muhsmmad’'s intersession for all believers st the judgment day. As a
matter of fact, wherever wa went we were confronted with this doctrine as a
final and suiticient reply to all our appeals. Mere denial upon cur parl was,
of course, nscless, so we resolved o interview the Maulvi and challenge his
aubhority for bis extravagant elaims, which, 1 was peisuaded, had no support
in the Qur'dn,

1 was, I need seareely say, ap interested and inquisifive erowd
which gatheved around us as the Maulvi and I met in the courtyard of
a Muhammadan home of the village. I began the interview by dis-
claiming any desite &0 enter upon « eontroversy with him, and stated thet
1 had come to ask where in $he Qur'in he had found it stated that Mubhamimad
would be the only infercessor at the judgment day. ¥For reply he opened his
Avabic Qur'in at Burate Bani Israel, st the Sth ruqu (verse 81 in Wherry's
edifion of Sale), and read ** “Asa an yab‘athaks rabbuka makdman mahniu-
dan,” which Bale trapslates, ¢ Peradveature thy Lord will raise thee to ap
honoursble station.” This, then, was apparently, the strongest proof-text
which the Muslim priest could produce. Needless to say, I -expressed dis-
safigfachion with the answer, sud asked whai proof bthere was bthat the passage
in guestion had wny reference to intervcession, Tar answer the Maulvi pro-
duced an Urdu cominentary of the Qur'an, and proveeded to read = highly
coloured account of the proceedings at the last day when Mohamnind wesld,
by hia intercession, secure the salvation of all bis followers. I thea reminded
the Manlvi thab T had nok cotne to hear the opinions of the commentators, bub
to learn where, i fhe Gur'in, it was clearly ebnbed that Mubommad would
intercede. The Maulvi, however, continued o relberate bis clalm that the
nassage he had quoted was soificient proof, and, so far as appearances went,
he carried the people with him] He, st any rate, made no eéndeavour fo pro-
duce @ clearer passage, though asked to do so, and [ took leave to presume
tirat, in his opinion, he had gueted the strongest proot-texh to be found in the
Qur'an in favour of the favourite Mubammeadan dogma.

The sa jeet of intercegsion is such a fuvourile one with Muslims every-
wherve shab, as missionaries, we do well to muake curselves soquainted with the
teaching of the Qur'an on the subject. Sach a study will bave more than one
surprise for thoss who have not hitherto given it sevious atiention. To begin
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with, it will be found that the teaching of the Qur'an on the subject ia
hopelessly contradictory. In not a few pagsages it ie siafed definitely that
there will be no intercession .ab the judgment day. In others iF scems to
hint that God will give *“ permission ” to some men or angels to intercede,
In yet another set of passages the angels are repeatedly spoken of as both
interceding for men now, and at the last day, whilst in snother place, if the
Jallalain are to be believed, Jesus and Esra will occapy the honoursble position
of intercessors. Limibations of space will not allow of any defailed freatment
of the subject here, bat the outline sketeh given below will afford a basis for
further study for those sufficiently interested to follow up the subjeck. For the
convenience of missionary readers we quote from Wherry's edition of Sule.

There Will Be No Intercession

4 Dread the day wherein one goul shell not make safisfaction for avother
soul, neither shall any intereession be accepted from themy” (I1, 47). “ O
true believers, give alms of thab which we have bestowed on you, before the day
cometh wherein there shall be ne merchandising, nor friendship, nor inter-
cession ” (I1, 254). ' Preach it unto those who fear that they shall be assembled
before their Lord. They shall have no patron nor intercessor except Him’
(VI, 56}, “ What shall cause thee to undersiand what the day of judgment
is? It isa day wherein one soul shall not be able fo obtin anvthing in be-
half of another soul” (LXXXII, 18-19).

These passages have been chosen from a large number of similar ones.
Tn the firss the Jews are addressed, in the second and third Musiiins are
addressed, whilst in the last the statement is generally addressed to all men.

The Angels Intercede For Men

“ The angels who bear the throne of Gad, and those who stand about i,
celebrate the praise of their Lord and believe in Him, and they ask pardon
for the true believers, saying, O Lord, thou encompassest all things by thy
werey and koowledge, wherefore forgive those who repent and follow thy
path; and deliver them from the pains of hell™ (XL, 7). " The angels
celebrate the praise of their Tord, and ask pardon for thoge who dwell on the
eartly ’ (XLII, 8). “ And how many angels soever there be in the heavens,
their intercession shall be of no avail, until aifer God shall have geanted
permission wnio whom he shall please and shail accept: * (LIIY, 26-7). ~ * The
day whereon the 8piris (Gabriel) and the other angels shall stand in order,
they shall not speak (in behalf of themselves or others) exceps he only to
whom the Mercifal shall grant permission, and who shall say that which is
right ” (LXXVITL, 88).

The firgt and second of these passages appear o speak of intercession »s
being exercised by the angels now, whilst the third and fourth peint equally
clearty to the judgment day. In this section, again, we have only given u
selection from & large number of passages.

Permission Will Be Given Some One to Intercede at the Judgment Day
"“ They shall obfiain no intercession, oxcept he only who hath reeeived a
covenant from the Meveiful” {XIX, 90). “On that day the intercession of
none shall be of advantage unto another, except the intorcession of hin ta
whora the Mercifol shall grant permission, and who shall be aceeptable unto
biws in what e saith ” (XX, 108).
Bee Bale’s note on the first of these paszages.

Jesus and Ezra Will Intercede

“They whom they invoke besides him have pot the privilege to interecde
{for others), except those who bear witness fo the fruth, and know the same”
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(RLITT, 86). The exception comprehends Jesus, Ezra, and the angels, who
will be admitted a8 intercessors, though they have been worshipped as Gods,
(Baldbawi and Jalaluddin,)

In the course of twenky years missionary setvice in Bengal we bave found
no subject which appeals o Muslims more strongly than the great truth of
Our Blessed Lord's present exaltation and High-priestly work at the right
hand of God.

In the Christian Seriptures the two great requisites in an Intercessor, sin-
jeasness and the ability bo intereede now, are both so clearly exhibited in the
Person of our Lord that the sincere Muslim cannot but be strongly influenced
by 2 sbudy of the many passages in which those veguisites are set forth, 1f o
the two mentioned above we add a third, vis., the completed wark of atonement
ot which to base His infercession, the appeal becomes still shronger,

We wonld urge workers among Muslims everywhere to keep well in the
foreground this aspect of our Lord’s work, ag gne which will find a ready
response in many Muslim hearts. W. G.

YWHAT IS ISLAM?Y

In geveral successive numbers of the Islimic Review, the official organ of
the Masihm Mission in Bogland, a statement of the basic principles of the
Muhammeadan Faith has appesred under the heading ** What is Islam?" Ia
that statemeut the following passages oceur @ -

Allah is * {rae frown passions and is indivisible, tnpersonal. From Him
all have come, and to Him all return.”

The QGar'an iv described as © o book which has withstood the raveges of
time, and stands to-dey, after more than thirteen centuries, word for word
and letter for letter, as it cane out of the mouth of $he Prophet Muhammad.”
It 18 “ uncorrepted’’ and 'Y uncorruptible.”’

We are told that in Tslam “ there is no intercession, ne redentption, no
saviourship. Fvery soul is regponsible for its own sctions, Islam points oub
both the ways-—~the one which brings to God, and that is good, and the other
which leads away from Him, and that is evil. No one ean catry the burden
of the other. Bincere yepentance sesurey forgiveness.”’

Original sin is repudisted in the following terms: Iglim * dees not lay
down that humean beings are born sinners, or that woman was instrurnental -
iz the * {all of Adam.”

The reader is further assured that * Isldm encoarages rationalism and
selentifie research.” It **claims $o0 be a rational faith, and undertakes to
satisfy the reason and conscience both, so criticism is encouraged, and every
effort nade to answer guestions satisfactorily.”

Finally, the following *¢ Declaration Form ” is printed for the use of in-
tending converts

aon
# 1o danghter of ORI S eerraeen wrenenhETRDY
wifa
faithfully and solemnly deelare of my own free will thas I adopt Islim as my
religion, that I worsbip one and onty Allah (God) =slene, thet I helieve
Mukammad to be His messenger and servant, that I rospect egually all the
Praphets, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, efc., that T will live o Moslem life by the
help of Allab
“ La dshe i Allah
# Mubammad al Basal Altah.”

Such is Isldm, according to Khwajn Kamel Ud Din, and such ia the declara-

tion required of all who embrace Islam at hiz hands, One caunot hbelp
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wondering how many of the British converts to Islam, who so ‘¢ faithfully and
solemnly " promise ““to lead a Moslem life,” do actually carry out the
enachiments of their adopted faith. We wonder, for example, how many of
them potually kept the recent Muslim {fast, or how many, for that matter,
perform the five daily prayers, Some of our readers will remember that the
Khwaja was asked, in an interview at Lahore sorme months ago, whether British
Mugliws kept the fast of Ramazin, The Khwaja {s reported to have replied
as follows :  ** That is very difficult, increasingly so the farther one goes north,
and the Qur'an makes allowance for many exceptions. We cannot even be
sure, in Bngland, what the exact liits of Bamazdn are, and of course, in case
of sickness or other disability, we are excused.” I is not difficult to read be-
fween the lines of the Khwaja's diplosnatic reply, and we think it may be
faken for granted that British Muosling do not keep the fast, Lord Headley,
it will be remembered, in an address some time ago, boldly declared that
many of the prescribed rules of I8}, intended for and adapted to the seventh
cenbury of Arabia, are not now o be regarded as a part of Isl&imn.

In the statement of prineiples, quoted above, one of the most sbriking de-
parbures frorn the teaching of orbhodox Islam is that relating to Intereezsion.
Asg is well known, the doctrine that Muhammad will intercede for Muslims ab
the Judgment Day is aniversally held by orthodox Muslims. T4 has little, if
any, bagis in the Qur'an it i troe, but the Traditions ave fwll of the mest
dercriptive accounts of Muhammad's intercession at the great assize, and thesge
axe implicitly believed by the orthodox.

Kamaluddin, on the other hand, tells us that ** there is no intercession, no
vedemmpfion, ue saviourship. Jivery soul is responsible for its own actions,

No one can carry the burden of the other. Bincore repentance seenres
forgiveness.”  One suspechs, however, that this statement ig made for the
benefit of bis Lpglish converts and enquivers only, for in the notes of the new
English translation of the Qur'fin published by his party in India, the following
oceurs ! ‘“* Aecording to the holy Qur'an and the traditions, this privilege of
infercesgion will, on the Day of Judgment, be granted specially to the Holy
Prophet. The fruth is thab intercession there must be, but with the express
permission of God, Only e who will be permitted to do so will intercede,
and only fhose in whose behalf permission for intercession is granted will be
interceded for and forgiven” {pp. 41, 42}, Further comment upon thiz is
Rnnecessary |

“THE FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH FOR THE
MOSLEMS"

The fallowing lefter has beet received from Missz A Van Sommer, the
Hon. Secretary of the ** Fellowship of Faith for the Moslems.” 'We are sure
the members of our League will appreciate the gracious invitation to become,
whilst on furlough in Ureay Britain, honorary membets of the Fellowship,
and we irust that many of them will be able to unite with Miss Van Sommer
and her friends at their gatherings for prayer on bebalf of the Muslim world.
We specially hope that the gatheriug at Swanwick next summer may find a
large number of cur members, then on furlough, present to excwnplify in a
conerete way the spiritnal unity of the Fellowship and onr League. We hope
it may be possible for us to give early intimation of the dabe of that meecting
in the pages of News and Notes, Miss Van Sommer writes as followy :—

“Duar Mr GoLDsick,

“ We lately had a gathering of ‘the Fellowship of Faith for the Moslems’
at Keswick, and one of the resolutions passed wag to invite all members of the
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Migsionaries to Moslems League in India to be honorary members of the
Fellowship when they are in Tngland, and to agh that their addresses may be
setth o us, g0 that we may be able to invite them fo any of our gatherings.
Will you kindly convey this resolution to your members. We now number
close on 500 members, and purpose $0 Weet at Swanwick one day next sum-
mer.  We hope that as many of your rasmbhers as possible will jein us on that
oocasion, . . . .
“ T remain,
“Yours very sincerely,
“ AnNie VAN SoMmEeR.”

NOTES

Christian Missions in Turkey

Never in the hisiory of Modern Missions to Muslime has the outlook
seamied so dark as that which faces Protestant Missions fo.day in Asiatic
Turkey. The Turks ceem to be out-Heroding Herod in the blind fury of their
hatred to everything Christian, With them the grand edacational work of
Amervican Missions for more than bal a cenbtury counts for nonght; and a
blind unreasoning batred is leading them o seek the destruction of thab
which stands for all that is best and noblest in ths Tarkish Tmpire to-day.
Hitherto sentiments of prudence and wisdom have operated fo prevent any
drastic interferénce with the missions of neutral states, and, as a result,
Awerican Missions in Tuarkey have throughout the period of the war
anjoyed iore or less freedom to continue their work.  The latest reports,
however, would seem to indicate the abandonment of this policy lor one of
definite anti-Chiristian intolerance.  From the Missionary Heview of the World
we learn that the Turkish Government iz, in many plsces, expelling the
Amerioan missionaries and seining their property. Already the missioneries
have heen driven ou$ of Marsovan, Bivas and Cacsarea, snd the wission
property in those places has been seized by the Turkish authoribies under
the pretence of silitary exigency.

President White, of Anatolia College, who has been in Turkey since 1890,
and is at the head of an institesion with 400 students, deseribes how an May
10th of this year the governor of the city, sccompanied by the principal military
authorities, requisitioned all the buildings of the ission, whether hospital,
sehools, or residential quarters, for military purposes, and ordered the depar-
ture of ali foreigners to Constantinople. In seizing the mission hospital, where
over 600 Turkish soldiers had been treabed gratis under Red Cross augpices!
the Turks tack ol the farniture, instrumneots, drags and supplies.

The Muhammadan Year

On November 28 will commence the Muhammadan month Safar, Ascord.
ing to the anthor of $the Diclionary of Isliim it is held to be the most unlucky
and Insuspicious month in the whole year {or in if, it is said, Adam was
turned out of Paradise !

Muslim Opinion on the Arabian Revolt

Our reguest for brief communicatiocns from members upon the attitude
adopted by the Muslims of their respective spheres with regard to the Arabian
revolb has not, »e yob, browght o very grefifving response. Three letters,
however, have reached ve—one from Madras, one from Egypt, and the obher
from Kastern Bengal, Canon GovLpssirl, writing from Madras, says, ' They
(the Muslimg} seem obliged, out of loyalby o the Saltan of Turkey, which also
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they are not permitted (by Government) to express too loudly, to deprecate the
rebellion of the Salian's Arab subjects. On this ground, thervefore, fhey are
against the independent action of the Avsba. Probably other considerations
might make them sympathize with the Arabs, bub conservabisin dichates their
siding with the Tucks.  However, very little opeu expression is given ta their
teelings.”

The Rev. W. Bagry, writing from Comilla, in East Bengal, says, with
reference to Muslime and the Arsbian revolt— Indifference is supreme, and
nok one in five of the Mubammadans seams to have beard of the revolt.” The
few who do know anyihing about it refuse, aceording to My, Darry, to disenss
the revold ab all—with hima. He, however, mentions s lecture which had been
detivered in a neighbouring fown by an educated Muslim, a Governiaent servast,
let it be noted, in which aa appes) was made te the people to * regard the
proclgrnation of independence by the Grand Shaveef of Mecca s & wsove in
the direetion of reform of Isiam, He onitined what every Hajji knows aboub
the condtions that oltain for pilgrits to Arabiz, snd assured the people that
it would certainly mesn ghe suppression of exforbion and rognery that beseb
the pilgrims, and also better travelling arrangewments.” My, Barry conelndes
a very interesitng communication in these significant words—

' My talk this morning with the son of a Hajj¢ here seems to confirtn my
own impression that the Muhanmmadans who know or say anything ab ail
sbout the matfer, do not take ia the religionsaspeet of the move at all. The
uppermosy consideration is plainly stated in ¢he wost 20tdid terms-—that
‘Now, of course, Brilain or some other Faropean Power will take over the
government of Arabia, and there will be proper management and contral, and
good rouwds, railweys, telegraphs, ebe, and, 1added, ¢ Schools ard colleges
and vatjous social regulations.” ‘Yes,' ¥ was cheerfolly admitbted, *And
why not ?' 1 left ik at thet. Our peopls here are nob far-seeing enough to
take in the sibtuation. They are perfeetly satisfied with the upheaval, and
take it ae philosophically as they did the stagnant goverament of the Buitan
of Turkey."”

Me. A. 0, Ueson, writing trom Calro, says z —

¥ Bo fur as they express any opinion ab all, Egyvptian Muslims view the
Arabinn vevolt with complete eguanimity. Most of us knew of ifts probability
many months before it happened, so {t was oo surprise. The pilgrhms are
being allowed fo go ss usual (but to Mecea only, this fiwme), thus tacibly
recognising the rale of the ' Aroir of Mecea.””

BOOR REVIEWS

Brcerwr C.1.3. Pusnicarions.

Three booltete dealing with the Islémic problem.

1. Aspects of the Redempiive Act of Christ, by W. H. T. Gairdner, 8.a.,

Chrigtian Litevature Society, Madras. Price, 2 annas.

This bookleb essays to indicate some of the ** namerous facets, or aspeets ”
from which the greab fact of the death of Christ mey be studied. Bowe of
these aspects arve more simple, some move profound; but in the writer's
understanding, none iz uncssendial; rather all are coptributory fo a $roe
eomprehension of the central fact of Christiantty.

Five nspects are ses forth in order, Accepling the law tha$ < death ig the
the gateway of lifs,” the argoment shows thab © principle, the summam bonum,
God,” is to be preferred hefore all else; even belore physieal Life itself. Thig
general law receives ibs supreme exewmplification in Cinist’s preference of
phyaicel death to the abandonment of His highest aim.
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Tha same method is followed in eonsidering * Liove unto death.” This is
“the greatest phenomenon of haman life, egpecially when lavished on one who
does not merit ik nor approciate its value,”  Again Christ appears to exemplify
this, dying for the ungodly.

Iu ghe remaining sections the death of Christis regarded, fizst, ** as an act
of Hergie Leadership,” then  ag overcoming death by meeting it,” and finally,
“in relation to the fight againss sin.”

Burely we are righl in searching for Bight on the Cross from pvery possible
sOuree, 80 that wo may come nearer to a true understending of its significance.
Surely, $o0, in our presentation of the Cross we should exhaust all the pos-
sibilities of suggestion and illustration. Hare, in this litéle book, we are remind-
ed of many points that tmay enter into our thinking and teaching, and
preaching, and thus ke us truer winisters of the Cross.

2. Gud gs Triune, Creator, Fncarnafe, Atoner. By W. I1 T. Gairdner, B.A.

Price, 8 annas,

This booklet definitely claims to be ““ a reply 1o Muhammadan objections,
and an essay in philosophic apology.” Four chujiters are devoted to the
abovenamed aspects of the Divine Nabure.

In & small nate such as this nothing like justice can be done to the
contents of this unpretentious essay. It is concerned with those matters hat
are primary in our conbtvaversy with Tsldma. I$ deals, nok with the petty,
small falk of diseussion, but with the immensities of God. There is some-
thing inspirising even in thiz very fact. Further, Mr. Gairdner does not shirk
the objections thet are raised to Christianity on the ground of its doetrine of
God. They are boldly stated, snd as boldly met. Throughaout the whole
treabmont of the subject we feel that fivat things are put first. For instance,
when diseussing the guestion of the Atonement, preat care is taken ab the
outget to differentiste once for all between the view which makes man’s rela-
tions with God to be merely physical, and the view which defines them as
moral, The whole matter of the Atonement is transfigored when we have
grasped this difference.

The thinking is compack and often absirnct. It iz not a book for the
ordinary Muhammadan student of Bengal. But it is replete with suggestions
for the worker mmong Muharnmadans, Sowsetimes a sentence embodies a
thought that may be developed into an illustration and an argument. * Every
eartbly father is a parent; buk nob every parent is a father.” ¢ A man is more
of a unity than a turnip.”  Does a father whe wishes to itnpose his will on_hig
children ** carcy a pistol into the narsery when be gives his orders ” 2 Then
the arguinents set out, while sometimaes beyond the mun in the srees, may
be adapted for use in sur teaching end our preaching. 'The practical value
of the treatise will appear from a few instances of objections that are here met.
“ That the words *Ifather’ and *Hon’ are unworthy of Godhead’; * That
she iden, of the Trinity is Tri-theisin necessarily ”; * Was God, or the Son of
God, incatnate ?°7 * The Incarnation involves alitributing passivity and weak-
ness o the Almighty Godhead.”

We are glad to have read this stimulabing book and commend it to others,

8. The Muslim Fast. By Anwar-ul-Hagq- Price, 14 annas.

Wishin the range of the 20 pages of this pamphlas, fivst the teaching of
Islam regurding Fasting and then the Teaching of the Christian Seriptures on
the same subject are set out.  In the first part care is saken to keep in touch
with Muslim authorities. All gquotations.are given in the original as well ag
in English. This section ends with some guotations that show that both
Mubammad and his interpreters were not blind to the fact that the fast of
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Bamadan is of no value unless ib be aceomwpanied by abstinence frowm vain
words and evil deeds. The sscond park of the pamphlct aims at showing that
i6 is thiz feeling aftor the spiritual side of festing that is emphasisad in the
Christian Seriptaras.

The scheme of the book is very simple, and it could ba puat int the hapda of
& Mubammadan student with the confidence that he would cuteh the writer’s
main purpose. H. 8.

Khwsh Khabar, by Miss . Williswrs. Bengal 8. 8. Union. Price, One anha.

Thiz ia an adaptation, with considerable additions, of the well-known
Bakhal Baja, and aumea ai presenting the life of oar Lord in simple Mussal-
mani Bengali, suited to the capscities of the il eduoated masses of Bengal
Muslims. There is an illastration on every other page, and the book iz divided
into 47 short lessons, based upon the pictures which precede thern,

Miss Willlams hes done her work well, and we congratulate her unpon
producing 2 book which, for many vears o come, will carry its message of
Gospel light to the wowen and children of Muslim Bengal. W.G.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
Praise

 May I ask thanks for assurance given and signs shown of the Kingdom
coming in North Kashmie.”

Prayer
« Far one in Balfistan who was bapticed years ago, and asked me recently
to solicik prayer of the Chureh for Ivim * as for a believer ulone awong ignorant
and unbelieving ’; and prayer for some recently called fo work for the Kingdom
in North Kashmir,”
H. C. Ropgrrson,
Central Asien Mission, Mardan.

Prayer is asked far Klias and his wife, Phebe, copverted Afghans, who
who left Rangoon over a year ago foxr the Morth-Wesy Frontier, with the
Bible to give o their people. Pray that the Spivit accompanying the Word
may be the power of God unte salvation to multitudes.

Praise for wwore enguirers in Raagoon, Burma,

‘ H. M. N. ApMstROTG.

Let us pray for all mambers of our League who ave ab present on furlaugh,
that they may be given grace and wisdom for representing the needs of Islam
{0 the home churches.

NEwW MEMBERS

218, Bev. BT Burier, M.A. o G.M.8., Cossipore, Caleubba
218, Rev. P. Nosnr ..o Baptist Mission, Daces, Bengal.

Annual Subscription to the League is Rs 2-8-0 {3s. 44.). Members ave

requested fo send news and requests for prayer to
W, GorLpsack,

Jessove, Bengal. Acting Hon. Sec., M. M. League.

Prinren a1 THE WESLECAN Mission Pruss, Mysons,
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