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WHAT SHALL WE ASK MUSLIMS TO READ?

I fancy few of the members of our Lengue bave been so constantly en-
gaged in the Muslite controversy us I, and while I do not regret what I have
done, and while [ believe controversy with Muslims will continue, ye§ I
belteve wo have come o o place where we should adopt a different poliey in
our effors fo win Muslime to Christ.  This poliey, if we may use the term,
ghould apply toall classes of our Indian hesrers. b s not anything new, but
on the contrary it is very old. It is that of depending more upon the power
of the word of God fhan upon buman iotcrpretations of that word. We are
often asked : “ What book would you recormaend to a Muhamimadan reader 77
Would you give him Plander’s Mizan-ul-Hagg, or his TYarig el Hayat, or
Sefiar Alt’s Niaz Nama, or Dr. Inanduddin’s Pahqig wl Fman, or his Tangid
wl Quran, or Forman’s Teg o Sipar i Iswi, or Ram Chandra’s [foz € Quran ?
What oni book would you place o bis hands ?  In answer to this guestion I
would say that while all these hooks have a place, the oae book tio be given
is the 1dible: il not o whole Bible, the New Testament, the Infél, and i not
the whole New Testaroent, tha Gospel of Melthew, Do not be troubled by
the penealogy in the beginning. The genealogy is interesing to & Muslim,
It contains aulong Hat of holy men, many of whom are kvown o Muslims.
It tells of the virgin birth of Jesus, and leads on fo His words and works. I
atitests the prophecies of the 01d Testamens Seriptures.  Tb presents man as a
sinful being, needing « Divineg Savicour. It presents Jesus GChrist as the only
Baviour.

Now is it not the almost unjversal experience of missionaries in Muslim
iands, fhat thelr inguirers have been fitst impressed by reading or hearing the
word of God ? Is 1t not frue that few, if any, atribuie their interest in
Christianity to hearing or reading controversial books? Just now there is
universal interest among Muslims in the reading of, at least portions, of the
Seriptures : the Paahns, Proverbs, Mafthew, and Revelation.  Just now, tooe,
the Muslim world is in a state of unrest, Shall we not turn from controversy
on the olaimy of Muhammad and the Quran, and urge the reading of the
Christian Seriptures?  Could we not have Bible Btudy Classes for Muslims,
especially in the towns and cities where there are readers? Some of these
classes abould be taught in Bnglish. AN controversy or debaie shauld be
excluded. The one thought should be to learn the teaching of the word as to
man’s need and God’s way of life. I every member of the League should
begin now ba sell and give portions of the Scripbares to as many Muslims as
possible, and ab the same tirme organize Hible classes, what & wonderful work
could be done towards evangelizing the Muoslims of India. Shall we not
begin now ?

E. M. Wagzrnay.
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BIBLE CLASSES FOR MUSLIM STUDENTS

The Editor of News and Nofes bas pressed us to pub down a few sugges-
tiobs on ¥ Bible Classes for Muslim Stadents.”  We cannot claim to write as
specialists. Buk a few guestlons that have compelled some measure of
thought in the midst of geweral missionary activity may perhaps be set down,
not by way of a direct conbribution to the solution of the problem proposed
to s, as in the hope of evoking suggestions, based on experience, frony those
wha have given #imme and thought to work among Muhammadans of the
student elass, ‘Thie value of the course adopted in response to the Fditor's
argent plea will depend, not on what is now writien, but on what is to follow
from other pens in later isyues of our * Notes."”

The stadents primarily in view will be found in the senior classes of our
high schools or in our eclieges, or perhaps in hostels under Mission super-
vigion. They will, therefore, be classed as litevate in English in a grenter or
less degree.  The clagses will presumably be conducted in Fnglish,

We note the following questions i—

1. Whnatis the geneval atittude of Muhammadan students (o our Bible
classes !

Is there amoung thein any marked readiness to attend ? Are they hostile
end suspicious ? Or ave they merely indifferent ?

We write from an up-country station in E, Bengal. Trom the point of
view of the missionary bent on buying up his opportunity, the increase in the
sumber of Mubammadan students reading in high schools and colleges is
very significant. Tt is jush possible that wo bave nok been sufficiently aware
of the fact of this steady increase or of ite itvporbance both in vegard fo the
resulbant reaction on Muslim society and belief, and in respect to the spread
of the Gospel. In this connexiou the figures given by the Rev. L. Bevun dones,
in the July iszne of The Mosiein World, ave worthy of carefnl note.

And whai do these young Muhammadans think ? Is the case foreclosed
against Christianiiy ? Do their studies weaken the grip of their traditional
beliefs 2  Does any weakening i their loyalty to Islam caunse then to inquire
into the claims of Christ ? Or does orthodoxy give place to indifference ?

After allowance has been made for the geners] preponderance of Hinde
over Muhamnmadan students, our own experience is that the Muhammadans
are somewhat less ready to attend our classes fhan are the Hindus, Yet
there have been exceptions, For soine months, both in 1913 and 1914, we were
able to carry on & clags of 8 or 10 Muhammadans drawn from the college
hostel. In this case both time and place of meeting were altogethor can-
venient, Bat probably a special reason is fo be found in the fact that, living
and studying jogether, they were able fo persist ag a body where as units
they would have losgh inferest and broken away.

With the opening ol the new college gession in July notices of our
Bible Clasges were well civeulated and personal invitations given. Ous
of 85 who lhave begun to atbend we have registered the names of six
Mubammadans, This is up to our average. There may be, indeed, more
enrolied later on, now that the Fast is ended. But we look to the Hindu stu-
dents to be the more stable elerwent in our clagses.

2, Is it destrable—and of so, has it been found practicable—to eonduct
classes exclusively for Mulwmmadan students ¥

We have had elasses exclusively for Muhamynadans; bui this has been
not by design but by nccident. The paucity of Muhammadan students and
the missionary’s lack of time and special fitness have been parfial reasons for
sonducting jomnt classes. Bat it is & matber worth discussing, how far we ean
do our best work by cownbining Hindu and Muhammadsn students in one and
the same class. We have known occasions when the mutual criticism of
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Muhammadan and Hinde bas made some Christian troth stand out with more
vivid safisfyingness. We confess, howaver, that we have never given adegaste
thought to the necessity or wisdem of condusting Rible Clasges exclusively for
Muhanmsadans., The Editor's suggestion seemns to take it for granted thaf
there are such classes. How far bave miscionaries followed this practice and
with what result ?  Of conrse no one can think of making the Bible class the
substitnte for persenal dealing. It is the ante-roomm: behind 6 lies the
privacy of individual tatk. In thab more ioward stage, if rot before, lies the
need for differentinted freatment as between Hinda snd Mubammadan,

8. Hueh specialised classes would seern 2 demsnd distinet fifness for
handling the Muhammadan problews.  Avre steps being faken fo equip men for
this spesialised wovk?

"The writer has for years fels that in all disbriets where there is a large
Muhammadan community one wember of the existing stafl, it numbers permit,
or a new worker who has aequived general experience, should be designated in
a pecaliar, if not in an exclugive, sense, for wark among Muhammadans, The
educational wakening, together with the propagandist zeal arnong the Muham-
madans, seatus 0 poind us in this direction.

4. What method should be adopied in condueting Bible Classes for
Mukammadans ¢

To what extent can the O, T. be given a more prominent place in our
approach to otr Mubainmadan pupils than in our appeal to Hindus ? Whieh
of the Gospels is preferred as an introduetion ¢ Hss any one of the Epistles
s special appeal 5o Mohammadans 2 Haes any toissionary worked over the
Goapels or the Lpistles, or both, for a selected course of readings that shall be
specially appropriaie for Mubhammadans?  We think of such an ountline as
was given us by the ¥ M.C. A in 1913 for studying * The Bocial Teachings of
Jesus.”

We presums that one difficulty in regard o Rible classes, which are
purely volontary in principle and have no sateguard or sanction as being
wwardly connected with some instibution, is the fact that few sindents eon-
tinue jong enough to receive an adeguate impression of the life of Christ as a
whole.

For ourselves we always aim at inbroducing our sfudent $o the
Lite of Chariet by the gateway ol the Sermon on the Mount. 'This epitiome

"is full of corvective and tonic elements, lays strong smphasis on the practical
moralities, and Is so insistent in is presentation of a * choose ye this day,”
that we delight to pass 10 » study of the life of Christ by this gateway. So
many skudents colleat in fheir class rooins a stock of ill-digested maxims, with
which they seeli o solve some of the deepest questions of life. The penetrat-
ing augterity of the Sermon on the Mount tends fo expose their shallowness,

& Whai place 4s allowed for controversy ¥

Critieism or guestionings cannot be shitked. Our own practice iz o begin
with a frank stasement that we are prepared for guesticons, but that our main
purpase ts the study of the Bible. There & no reason why we should make
our lesson-hour a fime for disgaminating objections or raising difficulties. Hx.
perience shows whad passages suggest objections, and in our exposifion we
ean, by a careful anticipation, meeb » profest that is never pub andibly in class.
At the same time, by reserving ten minutes ab the end of each lesson for gues-
tiong relevant to the wmatter jusl discussed or of broader conceen, somsthing
is done tao keep desultory ¢onfroversy in check.

6. To rohai extent can Bible Class wovk be supplemented by personal
visitation or persomal dealing with the students ot thewr own ground }

Our own experience shows that greal care has bo be ezercised in this
rexpect.  Too cloge and persistent alitention is soon suspected, and somebhing
in the natore of s scare results. Has angone else any experience to report on
thia head ?
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7. To what exfent is Wicratere, dealing with Islanic problems, welcomed
by Mubammadan stadends ?

It seems alear that a good deal of anti-Chriglian literatmre reaches their
hands. They are kept well informed of the {ruits of the Muslim propagaada
in England. "To what cxtent has Christian literatare been faund useful as an
ally in Bible clasa work ?  Is the avernge booklet in Iinglish decling with a
Muslim topie readily intelligible fo the ordinury student ?

&. Have there been cases of conversion amony Mularunadan students
directly traceable to Bible Class work ?

¥or ourselves we have no such case to report, Perbapsy others can give
one or more interesting and encouraging experiences of thix kind,

Of the fmportance of the question raised by the ¥ditor there ean be no
doubt. Perhaps an interchange of experiences and saggestions may be with
profit fo all.

H, 8

NOTES

The Nile Mission Press

Bvery missionary working among Muslims is inferested in the Nile
Mission Pressg, that splendid Institution at Caire, which, under the blessing of
God, iv doing g0 much $o spread the kunowledge of salvabion fhroughout the
whole Mubaromaden world.  The story of the origin of the press, as told in
the annual veport for the year 1915.1916, counfains words which should he
taken to heart by every one of us, leading to the determination to do more
for the civeulation of Christian literature snongst the Muslims.

# Gevernl Missionaries in Tgypt,” we read, “ began to lay to heart the
chief cause of the conversion of Moslems to Christianity, to ask thenzelves
why so few conversions were Jknown, and to enguire what coufd be done.
Th was found thab nearly every Moglem convert referred to the reading of
some tract or book as the first thing thab opened Iis eyes to the need, and
that led him to Christ.” The resuld was the esfablishment of the Nile Mission
Press, an organisation founded on interdenominnfional lines, and having the
various migsions in Boyph represented on ifs Publication Cormuitiec, and an
Executive Comrmities in England, with F. 1. Gliver, Hsq., as SBecrotary.

The last annnal report of the Press epeaks of weoderful blessing and
progress, in spite of many adverse circuinskanees brought about by the war.
Not only has the income of the sociefy inereased, surely in itsel! a wonderful
cause for thankegiving to God, but the sales for the year show an increase of
almost 80,000 copies, representing an increase of 29 per scent. on last year’s
tobal, and of 8 per eenb. on the previons best.

TUnder the able superintondence of My, Upson, a atafl of 54 men, composed
ot Egyptians, Jyrians, and ab least one coilverted Jow, are producing (hristian
literature, not only for Egypt, and in Arabic, but in several obher languages as
well, The books o produced are being zent fo the {pethest limies of the
Muhammadan world, and in Algiers, Moroceo, Nigeria, Uganda, East Alrica,
Cape Colony, Russia, Turkestan, India, Persin, and China these life giving
messangers are finding their way o Mashm hearts.

The superintendent of the press is ably supported by an Toglish manager,
Mr. H. J. Weaver, and the ahinual report contains a striking iflustration of the
energy and resource of those two devoted men. We give the paragraph
enfire as i stands in the report :—

“The YM.C.A. were in & difficulty a wonth or so agoe. They had
planned o special eampaign really to win the men (Buoropean broops in Ep., )
for Christ, an effort which resuited in many hundreds coming to 2 decision.
But only & few days beforehand they discovered thay thete were no hymn

electronic file created by cafis.org



HINSIONARIKS TO MUSLIMS LBAGUR ]

books available, not even for the pianists. They catiie o us fo help them in
their difficulty, apd we did sotething never attempted in Egypt before, a%
any vate. Of course thers was no music type available, but by baving ziuc
blocks very carefully made from the rough print ol old hymn books, we
produeed in one week 15,000 copies of a 44-page book, and the troops all had
music books for the service.” No wonder the work of the press iz increasing
by leaps aud bounds under the saperintendence of such men !

O the editorial side the work of publieation has heen greatly strengthened
by the advent of Dr. Zwemer, who has left his distant post in the DPersian
Gulf in order to devote his unique gifte to the direct work of producing
literature for Masbins. Tt is largely owing tio his efforts that the press to-day
is bonsed in its own magnificent premises, instead of in the unsuitable hired
quarters of a few years ago. -

We bespeak the carnest prayers of our members for the Nile Mission
Press and all sonnected with i, $hab ity work may redound bo the glory of God
and the salvation of Muslitas,

The Use of the Veil in Egypt

We tuke the folowing frorn Blessed be Egypf, the quarterly oflieial organ
of the Nile Misgion Press :—“8ome time ago there wag an open debate in the
Akram (Pyratoids) concerning the emancipation of Moslera wormnern, in which
wag disenssed she pros and eors of the * Veiling of Women.” Both the veiling
and the unveiling parties have agreed to one impovtant prineiple, viz,, that it
is pecessary to educase the Moslemr weman, and treat ber as a respected
compunion of bhe man, the guardian of his house and childven, and the
main factor in the development of the entire nation. The roove this idea
gains ground (and we are asbonished at the rapidity with which it ia gaining
grotnd) the greater will be the demand for more and more aggressive work for
woinen all aver $his land of Egypt. Such a discussion in a Moslem papee,
and by Moslems, has a great significance o those of 1s who have been deeply
impressed with the needs of woen in these Moslem lands, and acts as a
. probe, daring us ta plan largely for the sxsension of this work, so ag to enter
the many doors flung open to ue.” :

*The American Language ”

The Chrisfian Guardian explains how a way has been found to continue
American mission schools in the Turkish Empive during the war, in the
tollowing note -=—* A ban was placed on the language of all the belligerents,
and French, Wnssian, Japancese, and Fnglish became forbidden tongnes. Of
course this affected United States sohiools, and Urnibed States citizens in Turkey,
and the United BStates ambassndor pratested wnost vigorouwsly., However, a
2 Turkish firman had been issued, and could not be recalled, being lke the
laws of the Medes and Persians.  13ui, to please the United States ambassa-
dor, another firman was issued, giving full permission to all apd sundry for
the use of * The American language.” And the folks concerned very quickly
acquired this new tongue, and were safe from official interference. Greak is
dipfomacy.”

France's Gratitude

Yeown the Misstorary Beview of the World we learn that fhe French
Governiuent has laid two bills before parliament, providing for measuies to be
adophied in order 1o show the gratitude of France for the loyalty of her
subjects in North Africa.

One of the bills providas for the crention ab Mecea aund in Medina of two
large caravanserais, bought or evected at the expense of the French Govern-
went, where pilgeims from Northern Afriea may obtain shelfer free.

The second bill provides for the addition to the infer-ministerial commis-
glon for Muglim affairs at Paris of Muslim councillors, thus allowing natives
to be represented at the seab of the central power,
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American Missions in Turkey

Lecent reports from Turkey dvaw a sad picture of the condition of the
country, especially on the Asintic ¢ide. From the Mtssionary Beview of the
World we learn that the American Board has received a cable from the
chargé &' affrires ab Constantinople, urging that all the missionaries in the
interior of Asin Minor be withdrawn on account of inerensingly fumultuous
conditions. The missionaries still in Asia Minor number ne less than one
hundved and twelve, and they have been advised o consalt with Treasurer
Peet at Constantinople and the United Siates ambassador, as to the wisdom of
their remaining a4 their posts.

Matters in Armenia are improving with the advent of the Russians, and the
Arnerican Board expects the male missionaries to return to Van at an early
date. They will travel via Russiz and the Cauncasus, and, lor some time to
come, will be ascupied mainly in relief work.

The same paper is responsible for the statement that a company of eight
missionaries from Fastern Turkey, desiving to lenve for home, have been de-
tained at Beirut since Jannary lst, the Turkish government refasing to allow
the United States battleship, Des Moines, to take them aff.

The Martyr Spirit of Armenia

The Record of Christian Work prints the following letter from an
Aginenian now in Asia Mivor 1 —*¢ God can sbill shut the mouths of liona.  Tre
you realise that He has tealy done shis during many years 7 We now under-
sband how greab a miracle it is that oue nation should have survived so many
years in the midst of & people like the Turks. Into what demnons can men
change themselves! [ ear they are planning to kill sowe of ns, to sfarve
others, to drive the rest into the desert. So I have listle hope of secing vou
again in this world. But do not doubt that T will do all possible to encourage
others to die bravely, and may God aid me to die as a Christinn. May this
land sea that if we ean nob live longer as men, we can die as men. And inay
many die as men of Hod. May the Lord pardon this (Muhammadan) people
their «in,  They sin through ignorance. May the Armenians by fheir death
be able to show forth the life of Jesus, since they eapnnot vender testirnony
with their lives. May we soon see many Moslems become followers of
Christ. And may this war soon end, thab the Moslems may be saved from
their cruelty. For day by day they becomre wmore derooniae, and their
charncter is degraded by the tortures which they itnpose on their viekims,
Our expectation is in God, oub of love to Moslem no Jess thaw o Armenjan,
May He soon manifest Himself.”

Bible Classes For Muslim Students

We publish on another puge a thoughtful and suggestive arficle from
the pen of tha Rev. H. Sutton, m.a., on the very impertant subject of Dible
clazuey for Muslim students,  There must be wany of our members who have
ab eoane time or obher conduched such elasses, and we should welcome further
contributions 6o the discussion of this most inrportant phase of mission work.

The Muhammadan Year

On Qctober 29 will commence the Munbhammadan moenth, Mubhaream, and
with it the Muhammadan new year. 'The word Mubearram neans * that
which is forbidden,” and the month is said to be 5o valled beeause in it, even
in pre-Tslimie times, all war was beld to be unlawful.  According to the
Dictionary of IslZm it is econsidered fo be a most auspicious wonth, and
Muhammad is velated to have said that ' whosoever shall fast on Thursday,
Friday, and Satvrday of this month shall be removed from hell fire & distance
of seven hundred years journey, and he who shall keep awake the first night
of this month shell be forgiven all the sins of the past year, and he who shall
fast the whole of the first day shall be kept from sin for the next twoe years.”
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Ag is well known, the first ten days of this month are observed by the
Shiahs in commemoration of the * Markyrdom ” of Husain, the grandson of
Mubammad, For o detailed account of this festival the reader is referred to
the Januery nuwber of this paper for the current year,

The Mubarram is not & Sunni festival, yet in India meny ignorant Suonis
mey be seen taking park in ik, The tenth of the month, however, is observed
by Sunni Muhammadans as a voluntary fast day. "The aathor of the Diction-
ary of Islim says it is observed as the day *“ on which God created Adam and
Bve, heaven and hell, the fablet of decrees, the pen, life and death” ; but the
Mishkate’ I Masabih, in the chapter on fusting, contains the following accound
of the origin of the fast of Ashure -~ Hiy highness awrived at Madina, apd found
a Jew keeping fast on the day dshura (i.e., on the tenth of the monthj, and he
said to kim, ©* What fast is this which you are keeping ' The Jew aaid, * This is
s great fast.  God redeerned Moses and his tribe on this day, and drowned
Pharaoh and his tribe, then Moses kept fast on account of gratitude {or this
benefit, and we keep fast as following him.” Then the prophet said, ‘ We are
more warthy of, and nearer to, Moses than you.” Aud the prophet kept fast on the
day Ashura, and ordered the comparnions to fast on this day.” Al anthorifies
are agreed, however, that when the fast Ramadin, was fived this fast was
made optional. In Bengal this fast is little observed, and our own experience
i that 15 iz quite uvnkuown amongst the masses of Muhammmadans,

Lecture Notes

We are sending out with this namber the printed eynopsis of two lectures
which were recently delivered in Caleutta t0 a gabhering of Christian workers.
The treatment of the subjects dealt with was pecessarily far from exhaustive ;
but it ie hoped that these notes way stimulate further enguiry along the lines
suggested.  For example, the witness of inseriptions in the catacombs of
Romnes, the use of the sign of the cross from the earliest limes, and the un-
donbted celebration of the Lord’s sapper in the primitive Chureh, can nob
easily be explained away on the Muslito hypothesis that the doctrine of the
atonement was a development of later titnes.

An Apology

We owe an apology fo some of our foreign subscribers, whose papers,
through an unfortunate error in this eountry, were sent out insufficiently
gharnped, We greatly regret this mistake, and will refund the amounts paid
tor excess postage o any who will notify us of the sums thus expended.

PRAISE AND PRAYER

Praise

Members will remember the article by Mrs, Mend, which appeared in the
May number of thig paper, entitled “ The Last shall be First,” and the request
for prayer that was made at that time for the youth Abdul, that he mighs be
won back fo faith in Ohrist. We now give praise to God for answered prayer
in the baptism of Abdul. Frowm leiters received, ib appears that he soon re-
pented of Lils momentary weakness in doubding Chrisy's power to gave, and
forthwith began to declare in his own home his faith in Christ, Persecution
at once began, but at length « Maulvi, who had exhaunsted his pawers of axgu-
ment in the vain endeavour to destray Abdol's faith, pluinly told the young
man's brothers thet i$ was clesr he had determined to become s Christian,
and that it was useless to persecute him further, Then, wonder of wenders—
and oh, what a rebuke %0 our little faith——those same brothers sent Abdul
back to the mission school to continue his studies as a Christian|  Said
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he, ag he opened bis heart to De. Mead, “ You need have no fesr. Even
though the sun should rise in the west, my faith will never falter 1ore” Tet
us give thanks to God for this gloriows vietory.

Prayer

‘“ A young Moslem widow of good family, one of our zenana pupils here,
tried bo come to us lately to declare her faith in the Lord Jesus, but was canght
and taken back, and this has caused the house whore she stays to be closed to
us.  Will you all help us by prayer for this secret believer, that the Lord
would open the way for her o come out, and also that closed doors may be
re-opened, if it be His will.” L. Fauuow, Jauweur.

Let us pray uneeasingly for our missionary brethren in places of extreme
peril and difficulty in the Turkish empire ; that they may be preserved from
bodily injury, and that stheig winistry of love, to Turk and Armenian alike,
wmay be blessed o the furtherance of the Redesinsar’s Kingdom.

Hpecial prayer is asked for a Young Muslim convert in Dacen, the capitul
of Hast Bengal, This young man is the son of an influential Muhammadan,

and only united persistent prayer will enable him to triumph over the wany
difficulties which confroné him.

NEW MEMBERS

216. Rev. B H, CourTenay ... «o 11, Merchant 8., Rangoon,
217, Bav. W. A, Bacg, maA . ... Isfahan, Persia.

Awnnual Subscription to the League is Rs. 2-8-0 {3s. 4d.). Mambers are
requested to send news and requests for prayer fo

W. (FOLDSACK,
Jessore, Bengal, Ilon. Sec., M. M. Leagne.
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