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PRESENTATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE
TRINITY TO MUSLIMS

. Por the philosophical aspects of this guestion, those interested may ba
referred 40 three articles by the Rev. W. H. I Gairdner in the Moslem World
{w) Vol. 1, pp. 881-407; (&) Vol. VI, pp. 2641 (for Jan., 1916); and (¢} Vol
VI, pp. 127-139 (for April, 1816).

My ohject here is the simpler one of briefly and cancisely setting down a
few poinis which I should endeavour to bring home to the heart of the
Muhammadan, to help him to take a favourable view of the Christian Doctrine
of the Trinity.

1. The Bibletrom beginning to end teaches us that there iy only one God.
The Israslites were severely punished when they forscok monotheism. The
difference between Christians, Jews and Muhammadans in this respect is the
further teaching which Christinns have received ag to the rature of God and
His work for, and in, man.

9. 'This doctrine is a mgsfery. A mystery is a trath which has hean
revealed, bub not explained. Muhammadan tradition saye that to enguire
sbout God’s nature is blasphemy, and tha$ to atbempt to angwer such inguiry
i8 also blasphemy.

5. Our only source of informafion, then, is obviously God Himeelf in
His Holy Waord,

4. Our duty towards that which has been revealed is to read and study
the revelation, and to reverently accept that which God hes gracionsly made
known concerning Himself. While we remember that this doctrine is a
rmystery, and do not therefore expect to be able fo understand it in all ity
fainess, on the other band we are sure that God must heve had some kind and
good purposes towasrds mankind, and not acted in an idle and peaningless
Wy, in making known o us gertain things aboud His Divine nafure, which we
could never have discovered for nurselves. The Persians wonld esll this Fulm.

5. Oreat benefits will resulf from this reverent study end acceptance of
revenled truth., We shall be brought into a foller, more intimase, and more
practically helpful relationship with our God, when we have learned fo koow
and trust Him as Father, Son and Holy Spirib.

8, An llustration from wan’s own nofure: Dody—-the temporary home
of {he iramaterial part. Soul—ego™. When perverted a man may lose the nse
of his own personality ; maniacs, © Legion.” Spirit—dead, without the know-
ledge of God, ** Dead in trespasses and sins.” Mind—when los, “idiot.” But
though all these exist in a healfhy man and have their different functions, the
man s one, not thres or four.
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2 MISSIONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUR

Tf this is the case with God's creature man, it ought not to be any cause
of surprize or stumbling if there is a wondevful Trinity in Unity in the Divine
Nature, W. A Bios.

DEALING WITH SOULS

Several short articltes, entitled ** I{ow Chyist Won My Heart,” appeated ab
intervals last year in News and Notes. They were coniribubed, for the
tnost part, by the converts themselves, and proved of excepiional intievest, In
the hope that it may be of some small service o the members of our Lesgue,
an abtempt i3 here wade to bring together, in concize form, some of the move
striking features in those declaratious.

Their primary valae for us is to be found in the light they shed on the
inner working of Moslem winds once the attraction te Christ is felt ; while
of searcely less importance is the fach that they are 2 challenge to all earnest
workers to look fio the wmanner and methods of their dealings with enquirers,

1. The first awakening of interest in Chvest is the mare noteworthy in
that the * predfsposing causes ” aro easily traced, and of a nature likely fo be
presented any day. For instanece, in quite a number of the cases before us,
the beginning is shown to have been due to reflections provoked by the
remarkable passages in fhe Qurdn ilself about Christ. There you have an
ever-present * cause  in the heart of Islim, Given, then, not only a devout
bud an inbelligent reader of the Qurin and who i3 to say when thia result
may nob seeur? In fact, one gathers the impression that, for fhis or some
allied vesson, tho Moslemn often has an * opinion * abourt Chrish before there has
been any contact with the Gospel or Christian life,

In these circumstances, imagine what the * finding * of 3 Gospel portion
may effect-—or the earnest word of some faithful preacher upholding Christ !
The insignificant appearance of the pumnphle), or the homble station of the
preacher matters liftle to the eager seelcer whose one desire is to know more
pbout this wonderful Christ. W hat, indeed, frequently takes place is o sudden
auickening in the soul.

Some cases owed the early impulse to mission schools and to the influence
of Christian teachers, to the witness of noble Christian lives in the most -
pressionable period of youth.

Bub through sl these one chiel impression prevails. 1# is this: that the
teacher and his lessons, the eolportewy and his tracts, aye, and the Quran ifself,
are but the instrumente of a wise and loving God who is over all, and in sall
and through all.  And it should be at once a rebuke bo our little faith, and a
stimuluz to an abtitude of greater expectation, to be reminded, especially in
the unconsecious way in which it is dore here, that throughout Islam there are
choice spuls in whom the Spirtt of God 18 doing a great work, the fruit of
which shall yet be seen if we are only faithful.

2, The invariable resull of this dnlerest wn Clrist was that i brooght
Chyist and Muhammad (and eventually Christianity and Islim) inbo juxta-
position. A struggle, more or less painful, followed, a conflict of impulses.
A new lght beab fercely about Muhammad. Bub while pride and preju-
dice surged up ut times in defonce of Islim and the Prophed, the soul would
turn from these, craving sotnething deeper, something it hoped 6o find in Christ.
Closer study only emphasized the fact that Christianity ¢ satisfied” ag Isldm,
with all its rigid forms, could nof. Besides, and here perbaps we find the
main emphasis, Cheist was as goed as His word. He was pure. He was
filled with an inflnite compassion. He came to seek, and be the friend of
sinners. And now the ‘opinion’ about Christ has become a madter of
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eonsoience.  The conseience is only happy in loyaity to the new demands.
Though literature is read up for the purposes of controversy, or attempts arve
made to pus the whole watter out of the way, it avails pot. Ap influence-—
the zense of & Presence, has come fo stay. The mind has been convineed and
the sou] hiag been thrilled in o way that makes the wrath of parents and the
denunciations of moulvies enly so much fwel for the brightly burning
fize.

3. What of cosls for many of these Moslemns o follow Christ we can only
parity kmow. ‘fhey do if, some of them, in face of the bitterest opposition
a% home, aod all manner of -threats from withous. Parents give way to
paroxysms of wrath. One convert sells of how he was deterred for long by his
dear miother’s threat to eominit suicide. This gives point to the remark of
another, that he saw the hand of God in the removal of bis mother when he
was quite a lad!  Again, it meang more for some to break away from Islam ag
such, than we readily imagine. One eonvert describes it «s nothing less than
“ heart-rending.” For, let us reruewber, they by conversion are separated from
2 religion, a religion mitch of which they have learned to love; we by conver-
gion ave brought enie religion,

Friendless, suspected, and sometimes riiisunderstood even by missionaries,
it is a rnost striking fact that many of them in this peried scek comfort only
in prayer. The tumult in the deart is frequenfly kept secret, while they
agonize in prayer, praying (after the Mostem fashion) for light apon Cheish and
Chrigtianity |  The hunger of the sounl for & Comforter, for a riend who will
understand, who will lift the burden of guilt, who will give power to decide,
is now all-consuming. And in visions of the night, in the immediate experi-
ence of the soul, in mystic union, the Lord draws near, and the froubled soul
finds rest and joy unepeakable in the bosons of Chwist.  What language is this
jrom a man once a Maeslem! © The Bpirit of God o posdessed me that
I {elt that my whole being was permeated with burning coals of fire. . .. . My
eyes would spontaneously cloge themselves, and 1 wonld be driven inte deey
communion with God. . ... Onee 1 felt a most gentle fouch of unseen fingers
ob my cheel. . . .. I knew at onoe that this was the touch of wy Jesus, for
whom I had forsaken all.”

4,  Our reork is to kelp theze shrough this most trying pericd. It is a
delicate tusk und a saered frust, for we are dealing with souls. A monent's
thought shows ux that they have a ripht 50 expoct much {from us-—atre we nob
Christ’s men? —~and they have learnt to expect so much from Christ.

1t iz our lament, 1s ik not, that wa often give less than we would,
but that is nothing to the reproach we should feel at having given less than we
corldd. Tt ig had enough to discover that somne secker has called when we
were * out,’ but thab is nothing to the harnn that s sorvetimes done by lack of
imegination, courtesy or sympathy. We are here prunarily to comarnunicate
a Liie and it is our hives they scrubinize. Do they find us to be Christ’'s men ?
Have we anything like His passion and compagsion 7 Are we earnest enough
with them 2 Do we pray with thern and for them—pray unbil we ¢ome to
care for them. These are yome of the searching reflections to which these
confessions lead us.

The dificulties facing some enquirers are so great, and the cost of decision
g0 obsesses the mind, that one of fhe greatest services we may periorm,
apparently, is to bring them fo a decision. )

Again, we see here the value of sarly acquaintance with the Gospel
and with the lives of Christlike men, be they mission school teachers or
preachers, Aund we need far greater [aith to believe that the printed page can
become the Living Ward. Tiet us speak or preach, trusting o the Holy Spirit
to speak through us. It iz not by any means alwuys hardoese or opposibion
thab reigns in those hearts before us—there is alse wistful Jonging and hunger
of soul.  God grant that we wmmy catch something of the passion of Paunl i~
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Only like souls T see the folk thereunder,
Bound who should conquer, slaves who should be kings,
........ Then with a rush the intolerable exaving
Shivers throughout me like a trumpet-eall, —
Oh to save these | to perish for their saving,
Toie for their life, be offeved for them all ! L.R I

Members working among students and young men will find Mr. Walter's
Haondbook of Work With Student Enguivers in India full of valuanle sugges-
ttons. Published by the Y. M. C. A., 86, College Street, Calcutta—2 annas.

A MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBERS OF “THE
FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH FOR MOSLEMS"

At the end of February last a large number of the members of *'The
Fallowship of Faith for $he Moslews” et together ab Upper Norwood, London,
for three days’ prayer, which closed with an *“ Open Conferesce for the
advance and working of the Fellowship.,” The Conference was presided over
by Bishop Stilernan, and during the meeting a resclution was passed,
suthotising the Chairtuan to send a letter of greeting to the members of the
# Misgionaries to Muslims League.” This letter, which we print below,
followed the Rev. H. A. Walter, to whom 1t had been addressed, to Amerviea,
whence it hag again returned fo the present Secrefary, We are extremely
sorry for the great delay in the publication of Bishop Stileman’s fraternal
greeting, and we can asgure hini and all the wembers of the ellowship that
we entirely reciprocate the feelings of love and sympathy expressed in theic
message, We who are © Missiovaries to Muslims” value exceedingly the
prayers of those wko, in the homelands, are ¥ holding the ropes,” wnd we give
praise to God for the manifest answer to prayer seen in a deepening interest
in and sppreciation of the great Mahawmadan problemn,

“Tur QUuEeN's HoTEL,
Upper Norwood,
20-8-16.

Drir Friswps and FELLOW-WORKERS,

Some fifty of us, mernbers of the Fellowship of Faith for the Moslems,
have gathered at Norwood for three days of special prayer for fhe Moslem
world. Our Fellowship now embraces over 360 members, and our hearts
go oul in very warme sympathy and brotherly love to you who are banded
together in the same blessed service, We rejoice to know that we are linked
with you in the unity of the Spirit, and in constant intercession for those who
are held fast in the bondage of Yslam.

These are days of crisis, and never was there » time when our united
prayers have been more greatly needed.

We have the deep cohviction that our prayers are being answered, and
we see God’s hand almost visibly breaking down barriers, removing obstacles,
and opening doors for the entrance of Gospel light.

We have been praying together earnestly for our Mubaminadan fellow-
subjeets in India, and for all our brathers and sisters who are witnessing fo
the One Mediator in their midst.

We renlise, maore than ever, that prayer is *“ not only a precious privilege,
but & primary method of work,” and we wish to send to you, our fellow-
workerg, o message of greeling and encourasgement. We desive as far as
possible to keep in touch with you, fhat we may strengthen one anofher’s
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hands in the Lord, looking forwerd %o that blesszed day—not perhsps far
distant—~when in the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and avery tongue
sonfesy that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,

Jaaniis . Stineman (Bishap)”

A LETTER FROM
THE REV. H. A, WALTER, M.A.

In the course of an interesiing lether yecontly received from Mr. Walter,
who is row on furlongh in America, the following passasges ccour: —* You, and
perhaps the readers of News and Notes, night be interested to know whab is
being dene for the Muhammadan world on this side of the water. The
American Christian Litersture Society for Moslems was the outgrowth, in
Jan., 1015, of the American Committee of the Nile Mission Press, which was
organized through v, Zwemeor's efforts in October, 1910, While fhe present
sociely existe chiefly to aesish the Nile Mission Press, it also helps the work
in obher important dircebions, A recend pamphblet gives the different types of
work proxpoted by this sacliety, and the approximate cosb involved, as
follows 1—

“To prepare and issue one edition of & Christian Khutha ... $ 10000

* To establish up codewed baok fund - . & 50000
“ To suppork & Christian Colportenr (per year) wr & 18000
Mo support a foreign worker, unmarried (per year) e § 73000
“ To gupport a toreign worker, marded {per year} . % §,606G-00

* Bince October, 1910, § 48,511-00 has been contributed through the society,
of which $% 46,603 00 was wsed for the purchase and equipment of the
present properby of the Nile Mission Press in Cabro. $1,000:00 was given fo
Dr. Zwemier for newspaper evangelisin, and the remainder was used for the
publieation of Christian Arabic literabure, and for general expenses. There
are now bwo prayer circles meeting weekly in New York City, and monbhly
cireles in Pitbsburg, Baltimore, Maryland, Mouont Vernon, N. Y., and elsewheéra,
On the Board of Directors ate Seeretaries of most of the Foreign Mission
Bosrds, and other interested individunrls. The annual membership is $ 206,
and life merobership is § 50-00.  Last year three hundred and two subserip-
fions bo The Moslem World were roceived through the sgociety, and the
receipts were aver three thousand doilars.

“ To turn o other agencies, the American section of the Commibtee on
Chrigtian Literature of the ConSinuation Committee of the Bdivburgh Confer-
ence hax recently published a * Memovanda Concerning Literature Work on
the Foreign Tlield,” which contains a chapter on *The Mostem World as a
Field for Christian Literature.”  Thers are suggestive paragraphs on Moslem
Geography, Chief Lnnguages, Unity of the Moslem World, Initial Steps Toward
Co-operation (Bdinburgh, Cairo, and Lucknow), Distributing Centres (Lucknow
Cairp, Beiroud, and Constantinople), Two Grest Presses (Cairo and Beirout),
Unity of the Problem, The Urgent Need, and The Duty of the Boards. [By
immediate veview of theit own literature work for Moslewns to gk apar
special foreign and native workers to specialive 1o the feld of Christian
Literature).

““ The American Board of Missionary Preparation, nlso an outgrowth of
Edinburgh, has special commiblees of experts preparing reporta on the pre-
paratiou needed for workers on the various mission fields. 1 have justseen the
preliminary report o the preparation of workers amang Hindus, prepared by
Dr. Jones, now of the Hartford Schaol of Missions, whieh is very thoroughly
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wnd thoughtfully done. The report pertaining to the Muhemmadan field has
not yed appeared, so that T can give you no idea of what 1t is fo conbain.”

FOUND USEFUL

It has been borne in on we to use much among Mubmmmadans the
Eesurrection of our Liord as the Great Proof of His Bonship, as in Rom. 1:4;
especially ag they ave apt to think that by depreciating the meivacle of His birth
they have doue away with the proof of His Divinity,

One in human fonn, with these words on His lips that T am the Son of
God, went down indo death ; and God raised Himn again the third day. [f Te
had lied, God wonld have left Him among the dead.

Sa God glorified this name as prowmised by the Voice from heaven (John ¥2) :
“ I have hath glorified it (by the resurrection of Dazarus) and will glorify it
again {by yoar resarrection).”

For we are told that the resurrection of Tazares was a proof that Jesus was
the Son of God (Joha 11: 4). It was o glority the Son of God (see also verses
15, 27, 41).  For Josus had said that it should be & sign of His relation to the
Trather that in this Name He would cali the dead and they should live (John
5:25) The sfill greater sign afterwards was given, that when the Jews pulb
Him to death because He said “1am the Son of God,” God bore witness
that it was true by raising Him to life again. A perfect answer (Jobn 19:
7). Fraise God Triune,

H. C. Roreryson,
OF Central Asian Mission, Mardan, NWW.F.P

NOTES

The Muhammadan Year

Oa September 30ih will commencs the lagt month of the Muoshim year,
the menth Zu'l-Hijje. 'This is the month in which the greab pilgritoage shoutd
be mede.  The Pilgrimage (Hajj) is » duty incumbens upon every Muslin (1)
of full age, {2) free, (8} of sound reason, {4) having ability to perform it The
lubter condition includes, besides sound health, the nieans to defray the ex-
penses of the pilgrimage, and at the same time to provide for any famnily thak
wnay be left behind. The pilgritaage is the Sth pillar of the Muhamuwnadan
Faith, and Iz fouuded upon the express injunctions of the Qur'dn. (Ses
Suras xxit, 28 and ff. : and Sara ii, 153, 192). ‘

The actusl rites of the pilgrimage at Mecen should be performed vpon the
seventh, eighth, minth or tenth day of the month. The whole is broughbt to
a eonelugion on the tenth by the saerifice of a sheep, goat, cow or camel,
according fo the ineans of the pilgrim. 'Thie feast, which is celebrated
thronghout the Musliin world, is known as the Jdu'l-Azha, or Feast of Sacii-
fice. It is also ealled the Yauwmw'n-Nakhr, Qurban Id, the Bakar Id, and the
{du'l-Bavram.

The ldw't-Azka is, perhaps, the greatest festival of the Muhammadan
world. Indeed, it is somebines called the Idu'i-Knbwr, or Great Festival, The
pertormance of ahimal sacrifive on this day, it imibation of the Prophet, and
i conformity with the injunctions of the Qur'an (Sura xxil, 33-38), ig universal
ihrovghous the Muhamrmadan world.  In Yodia the sacrifice of cows not in.
frequently leads fio fierce attueks by infuriated Hindus, to whowt the cow is a
gatred animad. The author of the Bictlonary of Teldm remarks that “ Xt is
& notable fact that whilst Mohammad professed to sbrogate the Jewish ritual,
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and also ignored entirely the doctring of the Atonement ag favght in the New
Testament, denying even the very fact of our Saviour's erucifixion, be mads
the * Day of Sacrifice” the great central festival of his religion. There is a
remarkable Hadis, related by Ayisha, who states that Mohammead said, ¢ Man
bath nob done anything on the Ldw'l-Azha move pleasing to God then spilling
blood. Far verily the animal sacrificed will come op the day of resuriection,
with it horns, its hair, and its hoofs, and will make the scales of his (good)
actions heavy. Verily its blood reachesh the acceptance of God before 15 fallebh
apon the groand. Therefore, be joyful in it (Mishkat, Baok iv, ch. xlii, see. 2).

# Muhammad has thus become a witness to the daelrine of the Christian
faith, that * without shedding of blood, there is no remission.’” The animal
sacrificed must be without blemish, and of full age. It may be either a gost, a
gheep, & cow or a eamel, The religious part of the festival is obmerved as
follows : The people agsemble in sthe morniug for prayer in the ldgah, or place
evectad outside the cify for these speeial festival prayers. The whole congre-
gation then standing in the usual order, the Juiam fakes hiz place in front of
them and leads thein in $wo rakas of prayer. Affer prayers the Imam ascends
the nm'finbd:r, or pulpit, and delivers a Zhutbah, or oration, on the subject of the
festival.

“ The khutbah being ended, the people all return to their homea. The
head of the family then takes a sheep, or a cow, or a goal, or a camel, and,
tarning its head toward Mecea, says, * In the name of the great God. Verily
iy prayers, my saerifice, my life, my death belong to (God, the Lord of the
worlds. He has no partner, that is what I am bidden, for I am the first of
those who sre Muslim.” And then he slays the animall  The flesh of the
animal is then divided into three portions, one-third heing given to relations,
cne-third to the poor, and the remaining third veserved for the family, Quite
apart from itg religions ceremonies, the featival iz observed as a greak time of
rejoicing, and the holiday is kept for two or three days in 4 similat way to that
of the minor festival or the Idw’l-Fitr.”

From whab has been written above it will be seen tha$ the Idw'l-Azka
offers a splendid text upon which $o base addresses to Muslims on the
Christian doctrine of Atonemcnt, in which, of couarse, the Christian Seriptures
will be called in to show that “* it is hopossible that the blood of bulls and
goats should take away sins.”

BOOK REVIEWS

*Tonw't-Tajwid, by the Bev. Cavox SrrL, oo,

Those who ars interested in the art of reading the Qur'in will be pleased
to hear that the Christian Literajure Society, Madras, hag reprinted from Dr.
Sell's well-known T'he Iraith of Islam the chapter dealing with the subject
entitled "Tlmw - Tajwid.

We know of no study more caloulated to impress the student with a
realisation of the bondage to the lebter under whick Muslims live than a
perusal of this pamphlet, by one who i3 an acknowledged authority on the
subject. The fraditionist, Tabrani, bas vecorded a seying of the Prophet to
the effect that, * Whosoever teaches his son to read the Qur’in will receive a
heavenly erown.” This reading [tilaicat] however, must be carried out in
aceordance with the most complex and exaeting ritual. Mot only muss
various responses and prostrations be made at the close of cevtain appointed
passages, sad the correet, though often peculisr, intonastion of eertain words
be scrapulously abgerved, but a good render should further be familiar with
the peculiarities of the spalling of wany words in the Qur'in, and be able to
quote their various veadings, Correct pronounciation is absolutely necessary
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4o the proper reading of the Arabic Qur'an, but, Dr. Sell assures ws, if is not
raguired that the reader should andervatind the weaning 14

In “Tlna’t-Tajwid Dr. Sell has given us 38 pages of matter dealing with
the various vales to be obsarved in the correct vreading of the Qur'an, including
an explanation of the varfous sigas which ave printed in the fext and on the
marging of Arabie Qur'ang. 1'o this the suthor hay added s brief disquisition
on the peculiarities of spelling to be found in the Arabic Qur'an, and has
supplemented the whole by an interesting deseription of the * seven readings”
of the Qurin, relerred to in Islamic literature,

Ll t- Tajitd will bo inberesting for all who have to deal with Muslima,
buti it will have special value for thuse who have some spguaintence with the
original. It is sold at the vather high price of six apnas. WG,

Glodlam Jabbar’'s Repunczation.

This bock which, in iy Foglish dress, was veviewed in the pages of this
paper some wonths ago, has been branstated into Bengali, and purblished by
the Chrigtian Literature Society, aé 87, Dharamtala 5%, Caleutia, where 1k may
be obtained on application to the Manager. Price, iour annas.

PRAISE AND PRAYER

“ Ask of me, and F will give thee the nalions for thine inheritanse.”
Psalm i, 8.

Praise
1. That several educated Mubhammadan young men have recently been
baptized in Lahore,

% That many more, in different parte of the Punjab and North Indis, seem
tio be aceessible, and more or lees convineed that anivation is through Chaist,

Prayer
1. - That adequate arrangementa may be made for shepherding Mubham-
maden youthsg, when they confass Christ,
2. That in the Evangelistic Cumpnign, for which wide preparation is betng
made, adegaate thought and effort inay be given to the Muhammadans,
H. . Griswarp.

NEW MEMBERS

214, Hev. H. MasTERS Orakandi, Faridpor, Bengal
915. Rev. W. Sarter Orakandi, Faridpor, Bengal,

The Annual Subscripiion fo the Leaguc ¢s Rs. 2-8-0 {3s. 4d.). Members
are requested to send news and requesis for prayer to

W, GolDsack.
Jessore, Bangal. Act, Hon. Sec., M. M. Leagne.

PrInTED AT THE WasLevak Mrisstow Praess, Mysors.
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