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THE PLACE OF THE NON-SPECIALIST IN
WORRK AMONG MUHAMMADANS

Lest any ote may think obherwise, led me begin by saying that my mis-
sionary ** eredo ” gives the speeialist a proroinent place, and that I am glad to
kave had o hand in securing as u colleague one whose pame is known to all
readers of News and Nofes, and who has specialised in Muhammadan work
as very few bave been able to do. Those of us who have not been able to
concentrate on any one kind of work rejoise with those who have, ard wish
that the number specialising on work among Muhanunadans was very muoch
targer than it is.

Of the more than two hundeed members who have joined the M. M. League
I wonder how many are whole-tiine, ar nearly whole-ime, workers among
Moslems., Those in Moslem fields suclt as Egypt, Arabia or lersia are, of
conrse, whole-time Muhammedsh workers, and, in thelr way, specialiste,. In
India, however, where the Muhuwintnedans form less than a fourth of the whola
population, most of the M. M. lieague members are of the non-specialist
order. Their time and interest have to be divided among several comnraunities.
L, for oue, rejoice that the League which Mr. Takle organised hag a broad encugh
bagis to include these. Tf a Leagyee of specialists only had been organized it
would be 8o very small thab its utility would be slight, and it would have
raiged an undesirable distinetion between the missionary who is able fo give
his whole time to Muohammadan work and the other missionary, equally anxions
and doing his little best for the salvation of the Moslein comniunity, but
nmable o give to it his whole time or energy. Leb us have more specialista
by all means—evangelistic #s well as liberary - bub let i& also be recognised
that a good deal of work iz being done by the ordinary distriet missionary for
the conversion of the Muhammudans as well as of the Hindus and others.

The prosent-day missionary organisation is tending perhaps a little too
muek in the direchion of Leagues and Commitiees. The aim is unify and
efficiency, and in se far ag these are realised their existence must be considered
justified. Dutb as one looks ab the long lsts of Committees and Lengues grow-
isig up within the modern organisation, one is reminded of a desk full of pigeon
holes or drawers, or of correspondatice files. There is the Hducationsal file, the
Mass Mavement file, the Literary file, thie Church file, and many others. Those
who run their office on systeruatic lines know how difficult it is fo file some
letters, They helong to several departments, and the only thing seems to be
0 cut them wp in sections, or else to have w separate file or pigeon-hole for
such general letters. I have bosn wondering lately to which misgionary file 1
really belong. Asa diswrict mictionary { work amorng the Cheistiah community,
so I clains » place in the Church ble. I also work amorg the Muhammadsns
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—indeed most of the Christians of this district were Muhammadans, and there
is'always the danger of some of them becoming Muhamunadans sgain—so if
there ig a file for workers aruong Muhammadans I seemn to belong there. But [
alse do a good deal of work among Hindus, so, in case workers muong Hindus
form a League or ask for a Standing Cormzitiee, I shall feel that 1 have a elose
conpection with them. There is alse the work among young people in which,
through Sanday schools and day schools, | take a part—so a place for me
there, if you pieasa | The ouly alternative to belonging in a fractional degree to
each of many Leagues is to have, what some geniug way one day propose, a
League of ordinary non-speeialist wissionaries,

What has been not very seviously suggested, as fo cutting into parts some
kinds of letters, is exactly whab happens in regard to the time and interests of
the non-specialist issionary. When he sttends such a Conlerence as
 Luckrow 1911 he is all sympathy with the effort to arouse more infievest
in the great Muhammadan world, and he resolves to do » Yiktle more himself in
his own sphere.  He is hardly back in his station when he finds, perhaps,
some little trouble has arisen in connection with the local church ealling for
irmmediate attention. 4l be goes, saying to himeself, * No good making wmore
Christiang unkil mere has been accornplished in the way of training the con-
verts already won to live u good, Christtan Jife.” On his way home, after a
more or less snccessful effort among the Christians, he sits down in soms non-
Christian hornestead— by preferenee a Muhammadan one, for be hag not yet lost
the enthusiasm of the Conference. Ie begins to speak or preach the Gospel
and uses, ag far as he hagin ks varied carecr bheen able to master ib, the
Mabainmadan voeabolary.  Dut in Hve migutes’ thne he discovers that there
are gome new-cowmncers umong the listeners, and now half of them at least are
Hindus. What about the Muhamnizdan vocabolary now ¥ The Hindus don’t
understand it. He begins to feel round for somn simple formn of epeech,
common to all, and seeks g0 ta express the fruths of the Gospel that both
Hindus and Mahamnmadans, as well ar the few Christians whe have followed
himn, may learn something new of the love and will of the one Ged.

Is it oo much to clann that the wovk of sech a non-specialist (s the mosb
difficnlt of alt ? He has to be able to deal effectively with so many different
communities, sometites to preach to thern all at once.  While he is busy here
and there, gone vory ofben is the time he had intended to give to the revision,
say, of some controversial passage in the Horan or to the study of the latest
text booli on the Moslem doctrine of God.  I'or ruany the only hope of suceess
is that there is an untechnical labguage of the heart which, charged with
the power of the Holy Spirit, will win its way into any heart—Christian, Hindu
or Moslem, 'Thaose who have resolved to be thoroughly efficient in all parés of
their manitold work have to find time to learn that heart language without
which Urdu or Bengali, Arabic or Sanskrit will be but as o sounding cymbal,
With it they will alse have o find tiue to learn the theught and popular
language of the various pooples with whew they have to deal, and te whom it
ts their duty and privilege tio present the Christian truth. The learning, affer
all, must take only a small part of one's life. Most of the thine roust be given
to doing aud teaching —now a Christian, now o Hindw, now a Muhammadan,
ae perhaps all three together, which is surely the work of an expert.

The general missionaries are as conscious ss any specialist can be thab
the Moslem comununity ne a whole is sadly neglected.  They long for the day
when the elforts to win that connnunity will be niore adequate to the need.
AN they ask i that when the smalness of the present efiort is being urged by
pen or speech, the language should not be such ag to leave oub of wight the
Lubours of many who are doing what they can, and would, if they could, gladly
do more for their Mubamuadan brethren,  1f there must be Leagues of workers
among Moslems, let themn continue to include the hundreds of non-specialiats,
as well as the few experts, with whom 16 is » privilege to be associated in the
common cause, In (his holy warfare with many fronts, though the trenches
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against the Moslems are not the most attractive in which o fight, we remen:-
ber that there, more than anywhere else, there is danger of the eneiny taking
the oflensive. Though we would fain leave the fighting shere ta the speeially
teained froops, knowing kow fow they are, we, who can hardly claim $o be even
geod Territerials, are willing under the leading of vur one great Captain fo do
what we can on the Muhammadan front, as elsewhere.

1. R

THE RHALIFATE

In a pote on * The Present Position of the Klislifate,” which appeared in
the June number of News and Notes, there appoared the following :—* May it
not be that out of the present upheaval non-Turkish Muslisns wiil ask for the
establishment of a tritly Quraiskite Kbalil having his head-qoarters, not at
Constantinopte, nor even at Cairo, buf at Mecca itself. . . . . A Qoraishite
Khalif at Mecea could only secure recognition when entively fres trom the
domination of the Turk.” Wae little thought when penning the above lines,
that the crash was 5o near at band and that, within a few days of their puble-
cation, the Grand Shorif of Mecou wasg to raise the standard of revolt and
declare the independence of Arabia from Turkishrole Yet so it has cowe o
pass, and from the latest veports we learn thab both Meces and Jedda are
now in the bandz of the rebels, whilst Medina is closely invesfed by them.
Whether the zenl and courage of the Arabs will compensate them for the
lack of artillery in particular, and of all other munitions in general, remaios to
be seen.  A¥ present it would appear that Turkey has her hands too full in
other directions to make any effective attemapt fo recover her lost proviunces,
In any caee, we, as 8 League of missionaries working ameongst Muslims, are
deeply concerned with vhe whole guestion of the Khalifate, both in its
religious and polifical aspects, consequently we oughf to mmke ourselves
farniliar with the history of the Kbalifate and the circamstanses under which
the spivitusl overlordship of the Muohammesedan world is to day exercised by
s man of Ottoman birth residing at Jonstantinople, who probubly has libttle
more than & most elementary knowledge of the Quran.

Upon the death of the Prophet Mubamemad, who lefs no son, Abu Bekr,
his father-in-law, was elected by whe general vobe of the assewbly to the
position of Imaint or Khalif. Two years later, Abu Hekr, on his deathbed,
nominated the virtwous Omar to sueceed hiw in fhe leadership of the
Muslimns.  Cwar was tnardered tett years later, after he had scon Syma, Egypt
and most of Tergia brought under the sway of the Khalifale, and, on hig
death, a council of six appointed Othman, the Frophet’s secretary and
son-in-law, as the third Khalif. He, in tarn, alier a troublous vetgn of some
twelve years, was murdered in Meding, and wag succeeded by Ali the sondin-
law of Muhatamad and son of the Prophed’s uncle, Abu Palib, Alt was
slected by the wardersrs of Ofhman in collaboration wisth the men who had
fought at the battle of Bedr. Tt will be seen thut All was, alone of the firss
four Khalifs, a blood relation of the Prophes.  This {ach shoutd be botne in
in mind, as it explaing to zome extent the great schism whicli subsequently
rent the Maslim world into the two rival sects of Sunnis and Shiaba.,  Hasan,
the weak son of Ali, who rucceeded his fubher, after an inglorious veign ot
five or gix wonths abdicated in favour of hig vietorious rival Muoawiyal, the
Governor of Syria, who founded at Damasgeas the grest Uinayude dynasty,
which lasted from a.p. 661 to a.n. 750,

In 4.p. 750 the Umayade dynasty was overthrown, and the title of
Khalif paseed to Abu'l-Abbag, the fourtk in descent from Al Abbus, the uncle
of the Prophet. Thus was founded the still more glorious Abbuside Khalifase,
which flourished at Dsmascus from 4.0, 750 il A.p, 1258,
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The temporal power of the Abbaside Khalifs was overthrown by Halak
Khan, geandson of the famous Chenjiz Khan, in a.0. 1258, bub for nearly three
centuries longer certain descondanbs of the Abbaside Khalifs resided in Ygypt
and asserbed their claim to spiritual power.

About the year a.n. 1515, Salin [, ruler of the Oftoman Turks, and
Fmperor of Constantinople, finding himself the wost powertul prince of his
day in Islain, and wishing still further to consohidute his rule, conceived
the iden of reviving in his own person the exbinet glories of the Khalifate.
He had more than one olaim to be considered their champion by
orthodox Muhwmmadans, for he was the grandson of that Multamumad I
who had finally extinguished the Ileman empire of the liast, aod he had
hitnself just ended a suceossful campnign against the heretical Shah of
Persia. EHis only rivals among Sunni empercrs were the Muslim ciaperors
in India, the Entperor of Moroeen, and the Mameluke ruler of Hgyps, then
known to the world as par ceeellonce “the Saltan.”  With the two former ag
rulers of what were remote lands of Tslam, Salim seewns to have troubled him-
self little, but he made war on Egypt. In 4.p. 1518 he invaded Syria, its
ouilying provinee, and in A D. 1517 he enterad Cairo.  There he made prisoner
the reigning Mameluke Qansau'l-Ghanri, and had hiwr publicly bebeaded, He
then, in virtue of a very doubttul cossion of his rights by one Mutawakkil Ibhn
Amri’l-Hukira, » descendant of the house of Al-Abbas, whown he found living
as $itular Khalif in Cairo, took to hmimsell the following style and tifle :—
“King of kings and Buler of rulers, Monarch of the two seas (the Mediter-
rancan and the Red Sea) and Protector of the two lands (Al Hijaw and Syvia,
the holy lands of Islam), Successor {Khalifah) of the Apostle of God, Ruler of
the Faithiul, King and Chiel.” 1t is aaid that he first had the satisfection of
heating his name mentioned in the pullic prayers as Khalit when he visited
the great Mosque of Kaehavias at Aleppo on his return northwards in 1519.

Such are the titles still claimed by the Ottoman Sultwis, who arrogate to
themselves the position of Khalifs and Sucgessors o the Propheb. I is,
however, a mere assertion, for the title and cflice being elective and not
hereditary, it was not in the power of any Khalif to transfer it te snother,
Foree of circumstances alone has compelled the ruler of the Otboman Empice
to agsume the position, and has nduced his subjects to aequicsce in the wsur-
paiion. The author of Hughes' Dictionary of Islam seys, * We bave notb
secen a single work of authority, nor met with a single men of learning, attempt-
ing to prove that the Sulfans of Turkey are rightful Koalifas, for the assump-
tion of the title by anyone who iz not of the Quraish tribe iz undeubtedly
illegal and heretical, as will be seen from the following authorities (—

“Ibn A relates thak the Prophet of God said, The Khalifa shall be
in the Quraish tribe as long as there are two persong in it, one to rulg and
another to sexrve” (Mishkatu'l-Masabil, Book xxiv, ch. xii).

* It is a condition that the Khalifa (Tmam) shall be of the Quraish tribe.
All admif this except the Khawarl] and certain Mutazilahs, Weall say with
the Prophet, Let the Khalifa be of the Quraish, and it iz certain that the
Companions seted upon this injunction, for Abu Bekr urged it ag un authority
upon the Ansars on the day of Sakhifa when the Cotnpanions were present
and agreed [t is, therefore, for a certainty, established that the Ihalite
must be of the Quraish.” (Skarhu I Muwagif, p. 608, Arabic edition, Fgyph.

“Itis & nacessary econdition that the Khalifa (Tmam} be of ithe Quraish
tribe.” (Hujjatw'l-Balaghal, p. 380, Arabie edition, Delhi.)

 The Khalits tnust he a Quraish,”  (Kashafu'l-Tsialaliat.)

The Bhishs only regard those as rightful Imams (they do nob use tho
word Khalifa) who are descended from Al (the son-in-law of the Prophet)
sud bis wite Fafima, the Prophet’s duughter. According to their traditions,
Mubammad distinetly nominaked Ali as his successor when he was returning
from his farewell pilgrimage. They say that on his way to Modina the
Prophet, with Ali and certain other of the Companions, stayed at a place called
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Ghadari-i-Kham, and that it was here rovealed by Gabriel that he should
pominate Ali as his successor. He is related to have said, * O ye people,
I g your prophet, and Al is iny saccessor. From us (ie., Ali and my
danghter) shall descentd Al Mahdi, the Seal of the Imams.”

" From whab has been written sbove, taken mainty from Hughes' Diction-
ary of Islam, it will be seen that the momentous evenis now takiug place in
the Cradle of Tslam are something more than a sporadic out-break of tribal
restlesaness ngainst the constituted aushority of Turkish overlordship. The
reat causes lie much deeper, and the news of the rebellion, as 16 filters through
to the remotest corners of the Muharmmadan world, is bound to stir Islam to
ite very depths. What the final resuit will be, no one cen foreteil ; and
Christtans everywhere may well go o their kness in supplication for the
Muslizn world, that the stupendous events now taking place may be mads
to work put for the spread of the Redeewmer’s kingdom. v

W, &,

SERMON NOTES

Tur Troxw I'Rmxp ; Hasisi Dost,

Math, xi, 19, Mahsul lenewilon aur gunahgiron ki yar,

Luke xv, 2. Yih fdmi gunsbgiron se miltd aur un ke sfth khand kbats
had.

We all nesd friends; but the puilly (Mujrim) man especially needs a
Walkil. All are guilty before God.—Bowm. iii, 19, ete.

I6 was death for a stranger [ajnabi) Feraelite to enber the Tabernacle,
Num, iii, 88 (m#r dild jae).

A day is coming whet all will depend on whether we have the proper
Dndm or Wakil.

{#) Anrd ki hisib pikast Ay. Muhfisiba che bak, {(Gulisiar). (To him
whose accounts arve correct, what fear of the Day of Reckoning!)

Ot CurisT only it can be said : —

{8} Che Gham diwar-i-emmat i ki darad chun Ta pushtibin ehe bilk az
wayj i bakar an ra ki bashad Nuh kishtiban (from Sadi). (What anxiely fo the
Wall of the Flock that has Thee for a prop | What fear from the waves of the
sen to him wha has Naah as helimsman ty

(¢) Mahal ast chun dost dirad turd ki dar dagt-l-doshman guezarad tura
{fram Bostan), (It is impossible when He treats thee ag His friend, for Him to
leave bhee in the eneray’s band.)

{d} Dnshman agsr qawwi-agt Nigahban qewwi tar ast, (If the enemy
is strong, the Keeper is stronger).

Jusus is the True Triend, wheo proved s love.—John xv, 13,

{¢) Dost an dinam Ri girad dashi dost,

Dxar pareshankzli wa dar mandagi  (froiu Gulistan, i, 16).

{Himn T vecegnise 88 Friend, who gragps Hig friend’s hand in titue of
digtress nnd weariness.)

M. G.G.

NOTES

Educational Missions in Turkey

As our readers are probably aware, the Missions Boards working in
Tarkey wers some time ago throwo inte consterngbion by the announcement
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that in future all edueaiion would have to be bnparted in the Tuockish
language, and that atfendance at the religious exercises in all mission schools
and calleges must be entirely optional,  As these demands on the part of the
Turkish Government applied to Asiatic as well as Baropean Turkey, it can
easily be understoad that, for a time uh least, it would become lmpossible to
carry on educablonal waork in the Arabic-speaking diatricts of Syrla and Pales-
tine, where the Turkish langnage was quite unknown to missionaries and
people alike.

Fromn the Missionary Hevtew of the World we now learn that, in an effort
to secure some modificabion of these restrictions, representatives of the
weissionaries at work in the Torkish Empire have been to Constantinople, and
have been granted a hearing by the Turkizh Government through the kindly
offices of the American Ainbassador. At this Conference there were represen-
tatives of the Beirout Protestant College, the Preshylerian Mission wark,
Robert College, the American Girls’ College, the Arerican Bible Soclety, and
the American Board of Comunissioners for Foreign Missions. As a result a
temiporary arrangéent wag agreed to touching these laws. The points cowm-
pronysed are as follows

1. The government demaunds that the religions exercises and instruckion
shall be optional for non-Christians, bt may be obligatory for Christians.

2. That Turkish shall be taught to Ottowrans in the first vear only

3. That while the new laws fouching the discussion and sbrogation of
previows sgreements and firmans stand, the work shall go on, the United
States Ambassador protesting.

These concessions will enable mission work to be continued, and wilt
enable the missionaries t0 deal with local officials under authorization of the
highest courts in Constantinople, which will save them many annoying delays
and obstacles.

A Mosgue for London

For some btime past the Muhammadans of London and its environs have
heen planning for a mosque in the great city, and Lord Headley, the much
advertised converd bo Isluw in Great Britain, has now hit upon the brillians
idea of securing a wortky building at the public expense. The plan iz to
approach the British Govertunent and fo ask it to wack it apprecintion of the
fidelity and bravery of the Muslim soldiers who have died in the great war by
erecting a memorial morque ab Government expense.  Aceording to the
dslamic Review, the Government has given a sympathetic reply fo Lord
Headley's preliminary suggestions,

The Arabian Revolt

We are anxions to secure information regerding the attitude which is
being adopted by the Muslims of various Jands with regard to the prociamation
of Arab independence by the Grand Sharif of Meaca, Some of us have been
not a Hotle surprised to find Muslimt opinion in India strongly opposed to the
action of the Grand Sharif. The All-Tudia Moslein Lieague has voiced the
feelings of the overwhelming majority of Muslims in India, ia a strongly
worded resolution, vondemning the Arabian revolt as © exceedingly hateful 7,
and denouncing both the rebels and all who sympathise with them ag ¢ the
eneinies of Islam.”

This attitnde of the All-India Moslem League iz not, however, universnlly
supported by Indian Muslins. Here aud there an influential voice hus been
raised in protest, and the resiypation of the President of the new Panjab
Moslem League is snnounced in consequence of his disapproval of a sipriler
resolution, which bad been carried by the body over which he presided.

8o far as can be gathered from local sources, Indian Muslims are persnaded
that Arabin cannot stand alone, and that the severing of the tie which binds
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her to Muslim Turkey will inevitably lead to She cementing of some other tie
with & Christian power. This, they are persuaded, will end in a Christian
Protectorate over the holy lands of lslam, a development which they can only
view with horror and dismay.

We should be exceedingly grateful if members of our League who are
working in China, Burmeh, Egvpt and the Perstan Gulf would send us brief
statements of the attitude of Muslims in those Jands towards the Grand
Sharif of Mecen in his proch.anation of independence.  Such repiies shouold
throw some interesbing light wpon the guestion of the rival elaims of the
Bultan of Turkey and the Grand Starit of Mecea to the homage of the
Muston World.

The Rev, Jd. Takle

Members will be pleased o hear that lefters recenily received from the
beloved Beeretary and Pounder of the League speak of complete restoration bo
health. Mr. Takle ia now able 5o do regular deputation work in New Zealand,
and hoper to rettirn 5o Indin in the auturen of thig year,

The Muhammadan Year

On Aogust Bist will begin the Mahatmmadan month Zu'l-Qadah, which is
the eleventh month of the Muohawmadan yesr. In pre-Islamic timces shis
month was cbserved as a month of fruce, g the word itself sigaifies, and
during that period it was the custom to lay astde all arms and engage entirely
in peaceful cecupations.  1b was left to Mubammnad fo bring to an end this
praiseworthiy custom in the following words of the Quran :—

“They will ask thee concerning war in the sacred month, Say, To war
therein ia bad, bt to turn aside from the cavse of God, and to have no faith in
Hirr and the saered templs, and to drive ang ifs people, is worse in the sight
of God, and civil slrife is worse than bloodshed.” {(Quran i, 214,)  After the
promulgation of this law Muslims continuved to raid indiscriminately all the
year round.

PRAISE AND PRAYER

Y The supplication of @ vigfileous man availeth much in ifs working.
{James v, 16.)

11

The Rev. W, P. Whike writes from Brahmanbavia, Fast Bengal, ag
follows : -

* A young Mubatmmadan, named Iijacl, and his wife, who were living at
Chandpur, have been receiving Chrissian instraction for some montha.  Last
week thoy came over and entered our Samaj.

The wife hay been a believer ever since she vead Rakkal Haja in the village
school which we subsidize. One of the preachers who vsed 10 ecxamine ihe
sehool speaks highiy of her, and says that the givl was moved to tears by bhe
story of the sufferings of Jesus,

Her companion, the davghter of the teacher, was baptised immediately
on entering Miss White's scheol in Caleatta, and is full of promise.

We agk prayers {or ber mother, the teacher. She is also a believer, and
very keen an influencing her girls for Christ. She has been largely instru-
menial in winning ¥jael and his wite. Her son has been sent to Mymensingh
and lives in Mr. Sotton's hostel.
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The husband slse needs our earnest prayers. He is very regular in lis
attendance at the Christian services, and professeg faith in the Saviowr,
Another wife, » grown.up family, and some property form the stumbling-
blocks in hia path.”

Mr. M, Moses, the very interesting necount of whose gonversion sppeared
in News and Notes for September last, writes as follows: * May I request you
to pray for me, that if God wants e that I should give mysell to work for
Jesus the vest of my life among the Moestems, He way give me the oppor-
funify.”  Mr. Moses is ab present stationed at Kurseong, n the Himalayas,
and his work is chiefly amongst Hindus and Buddhists.

Miss B, M. Potter, of Bangnlore, writes as follows :—

“You will be interesied to hear that the Government of India has
sanciioned the openming of our tesining class for Hindustani gpeaking
miséresses, and we began on the Isi of July with ten students. Five are
Chrigtians and five Muhammadans. Three of the latier are boarding with
us.

¥ Praize thab it hes boen started; and [ showld Mke prayer that it
may prove a means of blessiug tio the Muohammadans, and redound to the
glory of God. Special prayer 18 also asked for a young Mubamwmadan girl
who is af heark a Christian, but on aceount of her vounger sister does not feel
free yet to openly confess Christ by beptism. The younger girl, foo,
wishes to follow Christ but is a miner, Much wisdomn and guidanrce is
needed in this mettor.”

Special prayer is asked “for Christ's kingdom in North Kashmie”
Pray also for all missionaries whe are still ay work in the Turkish Fmpire,

that in circumstances of exceptional difficulty und danger they way be
kept i that peace which passes all understanding.

NEW MEMBERS

213 Mrss I Wakeeieun, M8, ens.  Pension SBima, Cairo.

The annual Subscription fo the League is Rs. 2-8-G (3s. 4d.). Members
are requested to send news and requests for prayer fo

W, GoLpsack,
Jessove, Bengal. Act, Hon. Sec., M. M. League,
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