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Missionaries to Muslims League

News and Notes. Series V, No. 2. June, 1916

HOW TO PRESENT THE DOCTRINE OF THE
HOLY TRINITY TO MUSLIMS

1 suppose we all mean by ** the Trinity,” * God in Three Persons™; the
dactrine that in the one Godhead there zre three personal Beings. 1 am not
now concerned with any atternpt to prove this doctrine o Muslims, or even to
thow them how reasonable it is, and bow ubberly unreasonable is their belief
in g bare unity. My object iz to ascertain in what way we may present the
doctrine to them, 2o that ag far as possible {(which, 1 admit, is not very fax)
their prejudice against it may be lessened, and they be the more inclined to
study the evidence for 1t

There is but One God, and there are Three Persons in God. Tt follows
from this that the Persons many be viewed in two ways, viz., either as God, or
as Persons.  Awe (fod they must be zll equal to each other, for God iz one, and
where there is identity there can be no inequality. 13ut as Persons they are
noy only distined from each ofther, but there is among them & subordination, a

veater and leaser. These two aspects of the Trinity are brought oub io
ifferent places in the New Tesbament,

Among passnges shewing the former aspeect, perhaps the clesrest is the
baptismal formula. In ** the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost,” the three are put onalevel of complete equality with each otber, except
sp far as the unavoidable priority and posterierity, in which their uames oceur
in the formula, way be thought to imply inequality. But, as if to ansicipate,
and refute, any suchk inference, in the verse (2 Cor. 15: 14) which is perbaps
the next clearest for this aspect of the Trinity, the order is changed, and the
Bon commes firsl, the Pather second, and the Holy Ghost thizd. In 1 Peter 1: 2
the order is different again: first the Father, next the Spivi, last the Son.
And in Jude 20, 21 there is siill a different order, »iz., the Holy Spirit first, the
Father second, and the Sou third. This frequent charige of order seems
eonclusively o show that where the Three Persons are namred iogether, with
ontly the conjunetion * and ” between them, their equality as God is the one
thing in guestion.

But by far the greater parb of passages, in faet we may almost say the
New Testament as o whote, presents the other aspect of the Trinity, viz,, that as
Persons the three are not equal. I believe all comnentators agree that, where
there is nothing in the context to show thst by the term “God ' eisher the
Son or the Holy Spirit is meant, i6 must be taken fo refer to the Father. 'This
fact alone would sutfice to prove & kind of subordination, wiz., the trath that,
in the language of the ancient Greek dectors, God the Father is the Source
and Boot of Deity ; that from Him comes forth the Som by an “eternal
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2 MISSIONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUR

generation,”” and the Holy Spirit by an efernal procession. One would have
supposed that the mere fact that He, whomy we call the Tirsy Terson, is
* Father,” and He, whom we call the Becond Person, is ** Son,” is sufficient
to prove this personal subordination ; and that in saying, ** My IFather is greaber
than 1,7 He was not referving, as the * Athanasian Creed” seems to Imply,
sineply to His manhood, but to Ilis own eternal being ag *God of God.” In
fact, there are very few sayings of our Liord, whieh refer in any way to the
relation between Him and the Father, that do not presuppose this subording
tion. While “1 and my Father are One” plainly states their anity (and
inferentially their equality) as Goed, nearly all His other sayings in 86 Joon's
Gospel, which deal with the subject at ali, as clearly jmply His subordination
to the Father. And in the passage (1 Cor. B: 6) which [ regard as one of the
clearesi expositions, so far ag 1b goes, of the doctrine in question, we vead of
< One God,” the Soaree and Eud of all things, and “ One Lovd,” the Means
or Channe?! by which all things eome frow that Souree, and return to that End,
There is, indeed, no menition of the Holy Spirib in that pagsage; but while
His Deitiy, and therefore His equality with the Father and the Son as God,
shines forth from nearly every place where He iz rentionad, every such
mention of Him niakes it equally clear that, as Person, He proseeds from the
Father through the Son, and theretore is, In that sense, yubordinate to Both,
though in different ways, And it was the attempt (alas | anly too suceessfub) of
the Western church to tamper with the Nicene Creed, and muake it say, ¥ Who
proceedeth from the Father and the Son,” that ronsed she Greek divines o
ingist on the * Monarchia ” of the Father, 4.¢., the truth that He alone is the
Head, as He alone is the Source of Deity.

Now, if both aspechs of the Holy Trinity are ccriptursl, and both
complementary to one another, it seems to [ollow that, in dealing with severs
monotheists, our wisest plan is to dwell mere on thabt aspect which is likely
to encounter the less resiatance frotn them, And this is, of eourse, the second
aspect. Not for one moment can we think of denying the former; and
when & Muslim becomnes in any sense an inquirer, we tuyst make it plain
that the Scripfures teach the Godhead of the Son and the Spirit as clearly
as they do that of the Wather. Yet if, in dealing with an opponent or {better)
in anticipating his opposition, we dwell rather on the personal subordination
of the Son and the Spirit to the Father, and on the faet that we are as far as
possible fron Pritheisin, because we recognize One eternal Souree of Deify,
we bave ab our back by far the greater number of the passages in the New
Testament in which thte subject is treated as all ; and oreaver, we put the
matber in a way which, to say the least, is less likely to rouse opposition and
anger than the other way is.

W. Hoovxer.

THE MISSIONARY STUDY OF ARABIC

The writer of one of the papers vead at the Lncknow Conferenee stated
that he had met two English barvisters who, in order to fully qualify themselves
to deal with the intricacies of Muhammadan law, had taken the trouble to
acquire a working knowledge of thte Avabie language ; and he went on to draw
the lesson of the far greater need for the Missionary to Muslims to have a
first-hand knowledge of the sacred language of these whowr he secks to win.
He even went so far as to say, that he often felt * that & missionary working
amtong Muslims withou$ 2 knowledge of Arabic is a confradiciion in terms.”
This is, perhaps, an overstatement of the ease, but the fact rewains that all
who have & iight to he heard on this subject express in the strongest terms the
great desirability of Missionaries to Muslims (we are of course dealing here

electronic file created by cafis.org
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with those countries whose vernaculars ave not Arsbic) sequiring a working
knowledge of the Arabie language sufficient to enable ¥hem to explain any
passage of the Qriran or quote any tradition from the Aladis.

That such knowledge would add hinreensely to a missionary's power for
service is unguestioned. Mo ove, 50 far as we are awere, dare traverss or even
qualify such w statement, the difficulsy hias rather lain along fhe line of prac-
ticability. To inany, perhaps o most, of the members of the Missionarier to
Muslims League, the matter resclves iteelf into one of lack of time for such
study. They are already overburdened with s multituds of Quties educational,
evangeliztic or medical, and the care of the churches already presses upon
many. For obhers the difficully o secure capable feachers presenis an almost
insuperable obstacle. In some places the local Maulvi is unwilling so teach
the missionary Arabic, snd so the matter is shelved, and Arabic left untouched,

The best and quickest way to learn Avabic is to spend & conple of years in
some Arabic-spesking country. For practical purposes of study Xgypt, with
its ' Cairo Study Centre” under the guidance of capable Arabic-speaking
missionaries, is undoubtedly the best place. This is especially true if $he
period thus devoted to special study be limited to the six monihs of winter.
In summer the climate of Egypt 1s not sweh as o recommend it to mis-
sianaries who need bereing up alter spending a period of service in the tropieal
heat of Tndia. An alternative would be 1o spend s¢ix months in Tgypt, and
then go on to Syria for the summer montbs  There ave & number of suitable
places in the Lebanon Mountains where Arabie studies could be pursued with
tha greajest sdvantage, in the midst of an Arabic-speaking population There
mugh be meay members of cur League who could, if they would, spend at
least «¢ix wonths in Feyps out of their usual furlongh pericd. Should any
reader of these notes seriously contemplate such a step, we wonld suggest hie
gesting into touch with the Rev, S. M. Zwemer, D p., at 5, Bharia linad-ud-
Din, Calrs. Dr. Zwemer is the Secretary of the Cnire Study Centre, and
would gladly give all needed information to intending students.

But lest the reader of these notes should be led to think thab vesidence
in Bgypt or Syria is a stne gua non for the acquisition of Arabic, let me basten
1o gay that an alternative and less ambitious seheme les open to all whao
desire to read the Quran in  the original. For workers in India and the
Far Hast akuowledge of colloquial Atabic canunot be considered absolutely
hecessary, and a general acqupintance with the literature of Islam should
suffice for all practical purposes. For these purposes some systemr of home
study with the help of the logal Maulvi, where available, would suffice. The
writer of thiy arbicle studied Arvabic intermitbently for vears in India with
the aid of the well-known grammars of Forbes and Wright. The only help
he had trom moulvies during the whale of that pericd was in learning the
sound and value of the Ayabic alphsbet. In other words he was eatirely
self taugnt, until a busy eight montbs in Syria helped to give him a firmer
grip of things, We mention this so that intending students of Arabic may
not be discouraged by the difficulty in securing competent teachers.

There i, however, a better way for those who desire to fit themselves
by Arabie stoudy for dealing with Muslims., Some years ago the Rev. J. C.
Wilcox, M.s., founded a “ Bchool of Simplified Study,” by which it was
intended to help by correspondence seif instrueting students of Hebrew. In
conoection with this * School 7 o text-book, entitled ** Hebrew Simplified,”
wasg drawn sy on the interrogetive system, and so successful was the plan that
before the war broke ouh a thousand students were veading their Hebrew
Bible by correspondence. This text-book was quickly followed by others
dealing with the Greek, Latin, ¥rench and Spanish languages.

A well-known Arabie scholar, Mr. Upson of the Nile Mission Press, has
now givenr us “ Arabie Bimplified,” snd has signified his williogness o enrol
students at the same rafes ss those charged by the © School of Simpli-
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fied Study ** {for the other language texé-books and lessons, We have seen
 Arabic Simplified,” and eannct spenk too highly of it as & guide fo self-
instructing students of the Arabic language. It is built up on the Soerabic
method of question and answer, and has all that iz needed in the way of
graded exercises, vacabulary, test question papers, etc. With the help of a
native teacker to leain the value and sound of the lebters, it ought to be
possible for anyone who ean give an hour a day fo sueh a book, and is willing
o put bimself iuto the capable hands of Mr. Upson, to quickly gain a fakr
knowledge of the Arabic langnage. Question papers are sef, and fhe answers,
if forwarded to My. Upson, will be corrected and refurned. The lessons are
strietly copyright, and the tees for the whole course are not more than one
has to pay 1 three wonths for a capable native teacher, They are ax follows :

For the full corrse, it paid in advance {including text-book) £4-4-G

Vor the full course, if paid by insbalments ... .. Z£550

For half the course ... . - L300

Dr. Zwemer, the Secretary of she * Caire Study Centre,” writes thms of
this text-book :—* Your lessons are perfechly eplendid. If to be printed I
waab three coples,”’

Dy, Wakefield, onc of the firsh two students, writes thus; - * The above
shows that most of it I had heard, after a fashion, before. DBut it was allin »
glorious muddle, and cosmos is transforming chaos before my wondering and
defighted eyes and ears T have greab hopes from this most delightiul and
efficient way of learning a languege. "Thank you again,”

We should be delighted to hear that fifly members of our League have
enrolled themselves as Mr. Upson’s pupils. We are sure that if they did, it
would mean much for the evangelization of the Muslims in this land.

WILLIAM GOLDSACK.

SERMON NOTES

1. The Need of Connection (silstla) or Suceession @ .¢., being on the same
road as God's former Prophets.
St, John iv: 22, Najat Yahudion men se hai.
Compare Luke xxiv: 44, 45.
(e«  Khilaf i paighambar kase rah gagid-~ki hargiz ba-manzil na khwi-
had rasid.
{(He who goes contrary tc the Prophet’s read will never reach his
destination). .
{5} Rah bazan lekin rab-i-Khoda babin {(from Khazina).
{Take the road, but see thab it is God’s road).
{¢} Rah-i-rigt bivan agarche duv bhast,
{Gio the right way, however long it be).
(dy Mabada dil i 8o faromays shad.
¥i ax bahar i dunys dihad din ba-bad {from Karimm).
(Nevor may that wretch's hearh be glad, who, lor the salie of the
World, shrows Religion to the winds).
(¢} Allah yar hal to bera pEr hal.
(If God is our iriend, our raft gebs safely across),
() Har che napiyad dil-bastagi ra na shayad (from Gulissan).
{(Whatever is not firm is unworthy of trust).
This explains the anxiety of Muhammadans to prove that Muhanrmad

was foretold in the Bible: though inconsistently they forbid the Bible to be
read.
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Christians thank God for the clear Sélsiln (sonnection) of the 66 Books of
fhe Bible, and joyfully trace tha types and prophecies which {about 65¢ in
pumber: were fulfilled in Jusvs tae CHRIST.

Hence Christians are  the Pecple of the B3ock ™ (Ahl-i-Kit@b), and in their
meetings usze both the Old Testament and the New Testamnent, finding only
one true Way in thern,

M. G G

“THE FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH FOR THE
MOSLEMS "

Fo 1ae Eorror, Carroo, NerTe CHINA,
“ Nuews axp Norms,” 15-3-1918.
Innia.

Dear 8ir,--In she Japuary Number of News and Notes fhe question is
raised as bo the League's attitude toward the new * Fellowship of Faith for
the Moslems.” I have been thinking over this matter for sorme time, and
feel sure thas we ought %o continue our own Leagte on its present lines, and
not let it be merged i the Fellowship.

With regard to the Fellowship, I am writing fo Miss Van Sommer to
suggest whut I now mendion to you, 15 may nobt appear workable, but I
believe the attitnde to be a right one, and that, if adopied, it would tend to
biessing and enceuragement all round.

Briefly then, ** The Fellowship ”” should of course include all such Leagues
as our own. It would be as mistaken a policy to leave the present and very
helpful Leagure out of the Fellowship, ag to leave out an army corps in the
records of carthly warfare! Bub how is the * Missionaries to Muslime League ™
to be Incorporated ? I take ik for granted thab the majority will ot fesl like
subscribing to beth organizations.  In faet, the number of papers, eto., to which
wmilgsionaries are now subscribing, prevent many wotkers from taking even
the invaluable Moslem World. I value my copy so highly that T gef it
out, via Siberfa, at letter rate. * Af leasti,’’ as Dy. Zwemer suggested, * this
quarterly should be found in every Wission station wherever Moslems are
to be found.”

But when we find missionaries unable to see their way to even
subscribing to The Moslem World, can we ask them to subseribe to the
FPellowship? I have just received scme copies of the pamphlet explaining
the new union from Miss Van Sommer, and shall send them to workers
throughoat this land. Bot T have little hope of many joining #he Fellowship
as 1% iz ab present constibuted.  What should be dome then? 1 suggest that
Miss Van Sommer inelude in her Fellowship all known missionaries touching
Mubammadan work, and to such friends make no charge for envclment or for
the News sent from time te time. The coss will not be a great thing,and I
believe laymen af howe who are deeply inlerested in the Moslemy guestion
will be glad 6o defray the cost—rather than that missionaries should be
burdened or teft oub.

I believe I am correet in sbatipg, that the delegabes to the Continuation
Canferences in China and India had all thetr expenses paid (travelling and
hictel, ¢fe.). Surely shere are at home numbers of laymen who will gladly see
that this Fellowship shall be wmade fruly inclusive by conbributions to eover
the total cost of enrolling, and sending information to all mnissionaries at the
front.
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In a few days I hope to send some renewsls and & new nawe or two loy
the Missionaries to Muslims League ; my list is not at present cownplete, how-
aver, 8o eannob do so now,

With warm greeting, prayirg for increasing blessing on all fellow-mem-
hers, and ** mueh fruoit ” anong the Moslems,

Yours very sincerely,
F. Hukprnr Ruopes.

[We do not thiok it is the wish of the mswmbers of the Missionaries to
Muslims League that it should lose its identity by being merged in the new
arganisation fonuded by Miss Van Sommmer and her friends ; and, after all, the
objecks of the two organizabions ave not guite identical, nor is the appesl
addressed to exactly $he sane constibaensy. In Blessed be Egypt, for April of
this year, Miss Yan Sommer writes of the Fellowship, that ** prayer should be
out tain purpose, bub that we should alse take vp the wide diffusion of know-
ledge conwerning the spiritual needs of Moslerns.  That we shonld definitely
promote the giving of lives to the wark.” Ik will be seen from this statement
that the appeal is prineipally to the bome Churches, and that the main object
songht to be achieved is to arounee a greater inberest i Mission work amongst
Muslimas,

Quy own Leegue, on the contracy, is intended primarily to emrbrace # any
worker (already} engnged in the evabgelization of Mustims,” and its prireipad
aim s to help those workers o become wore effictent heralds of the Cross
to Muosglims. We cordially welcome the “ Fellowship of Faith tor the
Moslems 7 ag a valuable ally in the great war with the spiritual powers of
darkness, and we shall value the prayers of the Yellowship as the members
work togebher with us {for the cxeension of the Master's kingdowm ammongst the
Mustims. —EprTok. |

NOTES

Yet Another Organisation

One would have thought that the Missionaries to Maslims League and
the Fellowahip of Faith for the Moslemn World woeuld have sufficed to meef
{he needs of all whe are specially inderested in Muslim evangelization: bus
we now Jearn of yet another similar organisation, entitled the ©* Friends of the
Moslern World.,” ‘Phis body, we are told, congists of “ an informial body of
men and wonen connected with, or interested in, she evangelization of Muham-
madans, whose objeet is to help in promoting zeal and co-ordinated effort for
this end.’”" Awmong other things, the Council of the new body has found
openings far loctures and eddresses on this sobjeet in Conrferences and other
gatherings to be held this sununer, and 3 also proposes the opening of o
“ Speakers’ Training Class,” where facts bearing on the religion of Tslam ard
of Missiond to Islam would be impavted by cornpetent lecturers. Workers in
India will be infierested to hear thas the first serles of lectures has been
entrusted to the cotmpetent leadership of the Rev. Canon Welibreehs, ra.p.

14 is obvicus that this new Council and the Fellowship are working along
similar lines, and to ns ib ¢eewns a pity thab there should be sech neediess
nmltiplication of orgauisstions, Cannot these two bodies find some basia of
nnion by which the literature produced by the one is made available for the
mcwabers of both ?

The Present Position of the Khalifate

Never was the prestige of the Ehalifate 3o low as at the present fime. The
recent proclarsation of a Jehad fell on deal ears, and outside of the Turkish
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Empire, in which country the people had no option, there was absolutely no
response, alshough the fires of hell weve promised for all who disobeyed the
smmmone of the Khalifa. There are many symptioms of the great ahangs that
ia coming over the Musiim world with regurd to the Khalifate. Vor example,
s well-krown Fgypbian journalist, whe until recontly was editor of the leading
Muslitn newspaper of Egypt, claims that that country is she geographical,
hinguistic, educatiopal and religions centre of Islam, and that Cairo, * the
city of cities of Islam,” ts marked oub by ibs position between she holy places of
Arabia and Conatantinople as she idexzl cenfre of the Khalliate.

As s well known, the law-books of Sunni Mubsmmaedutisin lay it dewn
thag the Khalifa must be a meber of the Quraish tribe of Arabs, hence the
cession of his claiws and ditles by the Abbaside Khalile Mutawakkil to the
Ottonan Sultan Sabim 1st in 1517 a.p. was bud in law, inasmuch ag the title
being elective and nat bereditary, it was not in the power of any Khalifa $o
transfer it o another. May it not be that ovt of the presemt upheaval non-
Turkish Mustims will ask for the establishment of a truly Quraishite Khalifa,
having his headquarters not at Constantinople, nor even Gairo, but at Mecea
ibself.

In this connection, it may be remembered, Lord Crewe publicly stated
in the House of Lords that the future of the Khalifate was o guestion for the
Muslimz world alone to decide ; whilst Loxrd Crower, in a letter $o The Times,
pointed ot that Muslita opinion regarded it as casential that the Khalita, should
ocenpy 8 position of assured political independence. If Lord Cromer be
correct, than a Quraishite Kbalifa at Mecon could only secure recognition when
entirely free from the domioation of the Turk.

The C, M. S, in Egypt

From the €. M. S. report we learn that that Society now cccupies six
shations in Kgypt proper. A teaining class, & boarding school, and two day
schools for pirls are maintained at Cairo; a sebonl for boys, with a hoestel
atbactied, at Old Cairo; and a school for high-class girls at Helonan,  There iy
also a bock depdt at Cairn, and a fortnightly maganine, Orient and Occident, is
published. Evangelistic roeetings are held for sheilkhs and others,  Medieal
work ig carried on at hospitals for wen and for women gnd children st Qld
Oniro.  Work among the fellahin is maintained at Menhiovf, Ashinoun and
Shubra Danga.

In the Soundan the Society has a medical mission at Omdurinan ; whilst
girls’ sehools are maintained at Kharboum, Giudurman and Atbara,

A Bengali Muslim Girl Student

From she Stafesman we learn that smongst the succegsful candidates
for the last Camnbridge Senior examinstion was Begom Sultan, the eldest
daughter of the editor of the Habluw! Mattn of Caleutta. Sheis the first Mushin
girl, 5o far as we know, to pass this examination. She is only 14 years of age.
Her subjects in the examination were Bnglish, French, musie, arithmebie,
physieal geography, geography, physiology, and hygeine, It is vemarkable
that she hag never been to sny schiool, but wuas edncated exclusively et home
in striet purdalt. Besides Foglish and French, she is conversant with the
Urdu language, aud is proficient in Persian.

The Study of Arabic in India

Amonget other resolutivns passed at the vecent Moslem Eduestional
Conference, held at Burdwan, Indis, was one urging the Indian Government
t0 muke provision for the teaching of both Arabic and Persian in all mofussit
{country) collages.
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The Muhammadan Year

On the third of June will begin the wonth Bhaban, or menth of separation.
It is 50 namwed because the ancient Arabs used to separate or disperse them-
solves in this month in search of waber, or, as some way, for predatory
expeditions. On the fiftecuth day of this month iz the Shak-i-Barat, or Night
of Record, upon which it is seid that God registers annually all the acfions of
mankind which they are to perforin during the year, and upon which Mubam-
mad enjoired his followers to keep awake the whele night and to repeet one
nundred rakah prayers,

PRAISE AND PRAYER

 Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this greal senllitude ; for the
battle is not gowrs, but trod’s.”
Praise

For the incrensing usefulness of the Nile Mission Press, and for the
foundation of a Liferature Socieby in Amerien for the avowed parpese of pro-
viding mnore literature for Muslims.

For evidence of an ingreasing wiliingness swongst the Maslims of China
to examine the claims of Christ.

Prayer

For the roapy Muslim students who are studying the Bible in sehools and
colleges in India; that they may come to know Christ as u personal Bavioue.

Far all wha sve engaged in prodocing hterafure loe Mushng; that they
way be spectally guided by the Haly Spirit.

“ Our evaagelist, Blias, has gone with his Bible to the borders of the North
Waest Frontier, Panjab, reading 1t specially to Afghans, Pray that the Holy
Hpicis may make thre Word fruisful, thay many ey be saved and led ‘into sli
the truth." That Blias and his wife may be ‘strong in faith, giving glory fo
God.” ™

H. M. N. ARMsTRONG,
Bangoon.

NEwW MEMBERS
208, Mise F. Aliex em - Hyderahad, Deconn,

The annual Subserigtion to the League dia Hs. 2-8-0(3s. 4d.). Membars are
requested fo send news and requests for grayer to
W, GOLDSACK,
Jessore, Bengal, Hon. 8Sec, M. M. League.
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