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THE MUHAMMADAN WOMEN OF RASHMIR

The Kasluuiri Muhamiadan woman, with her handsome features and
pichuresque dress, is a strange mixture of good nnfmre and bad-temper,
obedience and self-will, ignorance and a keen seose of humenr. While she
repels by hor untidy habits and her lack of personal eleanlivess, she neverthe-
legs appeals in some mysterions way to the love and sympathy of the observer,
Bke could seavesly be other than ignorant when less than one per eent. of the
total female population of Kashmir bas even a rudientary education,

In the home lile of the average middle class Mohamrmadan woman the
practical effect of these same qualitios is seen.  Girls are never as welcome as
boys, and the mother allows her adored gons to do as they like from birth,
As tc ker hushand, the Kashmirl wife puts him next to God—indeed, in
Enchmir there is a reporfed saying of the Prophet, to the etffeet that if Allsh
did not exist a4 woran’s husband shiould be as Allah to her. Vet she is quite
cepable of sulkily rebelling against the wishes of those same sons or husbands,
until they, dviven to desperation by her childish actions, allow her to have
her own way. The kitehen iz the dirtiest and most untidy room in ghe
house. Next in order to the kitehen comes the ** banahkuth,” a room where
the head woman of the hecuschald keeps all the cooking ubensils, food
supplies not in immediate use, and personal properby, such as clothing and
ornaments.

Physically, she works hard.  She does nearly all her owa housework and
hasies herself ab spinning in her spare moments, Seventy per cent., probably,
of the total female population are injured for life nt the hands of the wnative
midwives when their children are born. Hardered by sorrow and physical
wffering, the Mubammadan isless affectionate and responsive than her Hindu
dster. ITowever, she accephs all her vicissitudes as from the hand of * Fate ™,
end it iz the resignation to ate that helps $o keop her cheerful in spite of
all her troubles.

Mentally, the average woman’s thoughtis run in = rut of honsehold routine
wnd peiby gossip.  Her religion is nostly a matter of belief in charros and
fear of the evil eye. Bome few who have lcarned to read Persian have relig-
ious books ab their disposal, and others know parts of the Koran, which they
recite, parrot-like, sometimes regnlarly and sometimes only on special ocea-
gions. Most of thein scrupulously observe Ramazan.  1n order fo keep the fast
nursing mothers will frequently endanger tho health of their children. A
present it seemg ag if the women were mosb eager $o lisfen to Christian fcach-
ing, but, so far, to accept it has been a very different thing. The men of the
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household are often indirectly affected by the attitude of the women, and per-
haps deterred by them from accepling Truths which appeal to their more
enlightened minds.  Morally, the Muhamimadans have a worse name than the
Hindus.

Medical, educational and evangelistic work for the women iz undertakesn
by the G. M. 8. and the C. K. Z. M. 8., the Siate also following the example
ol the wissionaries in the two first activitics.

In Srinagar the Mission Houpital has special provision for the wreatment of
women, and during the post year had 599 female in patients. Dr. Kate
Knowles has a dispensary and a large general practice. She started treating her
patients in one tiny dark room {6 ft, by 10 {t.) of the building which is now
whally occupied by her work. She feels the great need of a hospitul, especi-
ally ior the women, where there will be wore than one gualified woman
physician, and where every maternity eaze ean be personally supervised by
one of the doetors, as even frained Knshmirl midwives are not to be trusted.

Miss Newnham, al Raniwar, also hag a dispengary and much oufside
work ; and there is a Mission Hospital for woamen at Tslamabad, of which
13r. Gomery has eharge.  There is aiso a State hospital for women in Srinagar,
but the physician in charge hag more work to do than cun be adequately
performed by one womam, cven with a number of nafive assiztants. The
medical work finds more favour with Muhammadaus, the educational with
Hindus.

Theye are five mission schoals for girls in Srinagar, located respectively
near the flest, recond, third, fourth and fifth bridges. The largest of these,
and the only girls’ mission zchool fo which a Government grant is given, has
an average attendance of from seventy to eighty girls, Miss Fitze, an
honorary missionaey of the . M. 8., i= in ebarge, and has two feachers fo
help her, one of whom is & Muhammadan, the other a Hinde Dr. Knowles
has & smaller school in connection with her dispensary, where the attendance
ig perhaps one-thivd of that at Miss Fitze's. In both of these schools the
girls are taught tio sow in addition to tho regular curriculum, and learn to make
and wear their own © pherans ™ and veils.

The schools ab the first, fourth and fifth bridges helong to the C. K. Z. M. 8,
and have an aggregate attendance of almost onc hundred girls, though the
number of pupils drops sowewhat during the winter, owing to the withdrawal
of Punjabi girls from Kashmir during the cold season, 'The C. M. 8, zchool af
Islamabad ministers to about seventy more girls,

The State schools for girls, most of which are in Srinagsr, are showing
the way in which prejudice against femnale education is being broken down.
The attendanee in the 28 zehools in Jammu-Kashmir provinee, maintained o
aided by the State, increased from 931 to 1,998 between the years of 1910-1916.

Muhammadans and Uindug are taught in separate schools under the
Btate systemr.  Few girls go higher than their Middle Standard examination,
on account of Jomestie rensong.  The schools are all suffering through a lack
of competbent teachers. It is most interesting to note that the State Tnspestress
of Schools, Mrs. Huuiphrey, is an Indian Christian lady, and that the two
largest and most efficient schools in Srinagar arve developing under the care of
Christian  head-mistresses. No Christian  teaching is allowed, although
Muhatoinadan and Hindua religions instruction s given.

Fanana visiting iz done by all the C. E. Z, M. 8. ladics. They divide
their worls auteng Kasbmirl and Punjabi homes. The wormen are nesvly all
friendly and affoctionate, and are ready at least to hear the Word, but the
supply of Christing workers is woefully inadequate in the face of $he great
need. Much opportunity for evangelism is given in connection with the
mediceal work, and religious instruction, in the form of Bible reading and
study and the memorizing of Scripture verzes, s given in all the mission
schools,
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Thanks are due to the friends in Brinagar whose holp has made these
notes possible.  We ask for the prayers and interesh of all the members of the
League for all who are so patiently sowing good seed in Kashmir that they
may be strengthened and encouraged, and that their work may resulf in much
fruit to the glory of the Master Gardener.

M, B WarTer.

HOW CHRIST WON MY HEART

V1. Awvmas Art
(Compiled by Miss ¢, Williams.}
{Concluded from owr November Issue).

In the meantime the missionary had found cué my whereabonts through
one, nared Badhs Charan, whoin he had sent to my bhome. 1 was not at
home at the time, so did aot meet himt. I had eouvage to think ghat, perhaps,
betause of my weakness, the missionary would forgive me, so I wrote him w
letber and asked him to let wee know his opinion concerning my wife. The
missionary replied to ruy letter, and asked me to go and see ban.

I went to the Misgion House and pub the whole posgition to the missionary,
I wos very eager that my wile shounld cothe with me, so [ was given woney for
the expense of bringing her, and 1 was taken o a magistrate to find out what
the law was on the question, and we were given encouragemnent.

Mr. Barber had told me that he had made arrangemeoents for us fo go gotne
time soon to a place in the district of Tipperah, where we would be sheltered
and protected. This made me the more eager to act quickly.

Upon arrival home T began 0 make my plans for getting Shuhash away
ke Mymensingh,

After an account of a fruitless attempd to geb his wife away from her
relatives the atory continues:

1 had planned and doue so much, yet nothing came of it.  Was it nob the
Lord's wish that Shubash shovuld be breught into the Kingdom of God 2 Had
Idone anything eombrary o His wili? I could not understand it.

My thoughts then went out to that one who had always been my bosom
friend, to Janlk—he who has brought comfort to my mind whenever troubled.
L went to hum and for a time we walked together on the bank of the river,
eongelting as to what was to be done about Shuhash. Sowe of our proposals
were very rash.

1 did not sleep that night. T ab first fossed about the bed in a troubled
dgate of mind.

But when I remembared the abundant merey and kindness of Fod who
bnd belped 1ue in all those past troubles, I did not despair; He would suvely
help me in this present danger. I spent the night in prayer.

The next dey L got up with but one thonght in mind, namely, that I
must think of that day az o farewell day. DBut it wag not a farewell in the
atrictest gense, for there was no display on my pact, and my relabives knew
pothing of what my going from howe this time would mean. To we if
was mrore like casfing away from yoe all love for relatives for ever. This
matter had been froubling me for some fime. 1t had scemed to me thay T
bed got away from God.  Love of relatives and Muaslim friends and worldly
things had blinded sy eyes somewhat, but now [ was determined to cast
every hindrance aside My mind was made up. 1 took Janik with me, and
b ottt for the home of Shubash, and all the way he talked as if there was no
bepe of our gebting her away. When we arrived at the station we found &he
foain gone, but I would net veturn home. I said we must walk the seven
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miles to her house. We did so, bub the whole way Janik only tried fo dis-
courage me, a thing so unusnal in him. Secing his attitude I was afraid he
would let out my secret when we reached our destination,

Near Baushi bazaar, Grod in His wonderful way so worked it that T should
meet with two palankeen besrers sitting by the roadside, talking, I told thewn
that T would engage them, and they were delighted, agreeing to do whatever
I wanted.

When we reached the house T said to Janik that I would think it a good
omen if Shuhashini should suddenly appear ountside. Janik was not hopeful,
and it was not a vory likely thing, but it just happencd thab she was outaide,
much to my delight. . . . . Within o few hours we arrived ot the train
without a hitch, and soon we werc on cur way o Mymensingh. It was the
first $ime that Shohash had been in & train. When near Mymensingh fown
I told her all and she began to cry. I zaw anofher trouble. If anybody in
the carriage saw or heard hor erying, they might think that we two young men
were up to some mizchief, carrying ofl this young girl. In any case thoy
would be likely $o come and ask guestions, and it Shubash burst cut and told
them the truth weimight find curselves in difficultics ; so we hegan to sing and
thus cover any noises that my wife might make.

That night we stayed in the Gospel Hall, and sent out Janik to buy food,
but Shuhash wouald not eal anything.

The next day 1 sent Janik to the Mission Touse, Mr. Barber wus away
on tour, but Gopal Babu eame and took us to Kali Bazaar, where he got our
tickets, and in the course of #ime we arrived in Drahmanbaria, accompanied
Ly our faithiul friend, Jantk.

On the 25th July, 1911, Janik, Shuhash, and T presented ourselves at six
o'clock in the morning ab the Mission House. The roissionary, the Rev. Joha
Takle, weleatued us very kindly, and at once arranged that we should lave
refreshment at the house of ane of his preachers.

Mr, Takle and Mr. White canze to the house and prayed with us. From
the lips of the former I heard that he had a brvanch station of Duttkhola &
village a fow miles off. There weve two preachers and a teacher working there
among the Nama Sudras, and My, Takle arranged that I should go there tog,
ag & teacher, on » wage of sixtcen rupoes per month.

In the afternocon we went to Duttkhola in a hired boab.

At night, before we went to sleep, [ had a long talk with Janik in our
house, on religious matbers, and I entreated him o stay with me and become
a Christian. From the first we had had great difforences of opinion sboub
leaving father and mother for Christ, forfciting one’s education, and leaving
one’s parents without support. And now my recent action in bringing
Shuhash so far away from home did not meet with Janik's approval. He
must have been thinking deeply upon the subject, for T had said but very few
words when he exclaimed with great bittorness, I have experienced nothing
so cruel in this world as your new way of thivking. I have told you before
that for no reagon whatever would I think of leaving my family., 1f 1 wished
I could do you great harm, but I won't. T shall not disclose your hiding

ace.”

P Ho we =ettled down, buf from anxiety T was unable to sleep. When
saw Janik in the morning, I asked him to forgive me, und we were good
friends as hefore.

In a few days Janik left us. T aceompanied him as far as Brahmanbaria,
and we stayed ab the Mission House for a day, then I saw him off at the train.
It was a sore parting. Weeping bitterly, he gaid, “To-day I am losing s
precious jewel.” For aslong as I eould see, and I saw through a miss of
tears, my old friend remained leaning out of the curriage window.

The story goes on to tell of grewth in grace and in knowledge under the
teaching and influence of Mr. and Mrs. Takle and of Chandra Babu, the
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avangelist in chatge of the Mission work af [lattkhola, In due tiine, after
special instruekion and testing, Abbas Al and his wife were baptised fogelher.

Diomzediately after the baptisiu, Shubashini, at her own urgent request,
was sent G0 a Cliristian boarding school with Chandrs Bebu's daughters.
Abbaz All continued his school studies for another four years and has now
entered the Theologieal College at Scraanpur.

Janik is now working in a jate office in Mymensing, within eagy rcach
of the Mission House. Abbas Al's last word in velevenee to him is fhis:
“ My earnast request to you who read is that you will pray for my friend.”

We would add :  And pray also for Abbas All and his wile, that they may
gontinue Lo grow in the gaes and knowledge of onr Lord and Savieur Jesus

Christ and that the promise of their early days among ng may be abuadautly
fulfilled.

NOTES ON MUHAMMADAN
OBSERVANCES

6. Pilgrimage to Mecca.

Yvery Muslim is bound to make o pilgrimage to Mecea onge in his life,
“and it sheuld be completed in the fwellth moenth of the Muslina year,
although an ordinury pilgrienage sy be tuade at uny season.

There are three points casential to the lawlul cowpleteness of the
pilgrimage : the wearing of no garment but the 2hram, conwisting of two
seamless wrappers, one givding the walst and the other loosely thrown
over the shoulders; to stand in Arafab, the Mount of Tlecognition, twelve
miles from Mecea, where five is said to have been found by Adam; and fo
make the circuis round the Kaaba. There are five other observances which
are abligatory, but their omission does not eonstitute absolute infidelity,
although it is a sin.  They ave fo sbay in Al-Muozdalifa, holf way between Mina
and Arafat; to run between the hills of Sula and Marwah ; to perform the
eckeniony of casting the pebbles at Mins ; and to shave the head at the end
of the pilgrimage. When the pilgritn arrives ub the last sfage, ncar Mecea,
the seremonies begin by his bathing, saying two short prayers, then putting
on the pilgrim’s garb, atter which he neither anoints niz head, pares his nails,
nor shaves until the whole of the eeremionics are over. Fasing Meccs, he
says aloud what is termed the intention, O God, T propose to wmake the
hajj, make this sacrifice easy to me and accept it from me” He then
goes to the ciby, recifing or singing the pilgring’ song :

“ Labbaik {(Here am I, O Lord) Labbaik
There is no other God but Thee., TLabbaik!
V’raise, blessing and dominion be to Thee, Labbaik !
No one may share with Thee therein. Labbaik ! Labbaik! ™’

and then enters the sacred mosque, kisses the blaclt stone, and makes the
cireuit of the Kaaba seven times, three timnes at a run, four times slowly, each
time kissing the black stone and touching fhe otber sacred stones. He then
says bwo praycrs ab the sfation of Abrakamn, refurns and once more kisses the
black stone. e next goes to vhe so-calted hill of Hafa, 76 paces from the
mosque, wnd three times recibes the Muslim creed, adding, © He hath perform-
ed His promise, and hath alded Hig servant, and kath put to ilight the hosts
of infidels by Hitnself alane.” e runs frow this hill to that of Marwah, seven
times and back, repewting the same senbences each tiine on each hill.  Thig is
nsually done on the sixth day, and on the seventh the sermon af the mosque
iy listened tio.
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On the eighth day the journey is made to Minm, snd on the ninth the
pilgrim goes to mount Arnfet, and, after saying prayers and hearing a serton,
gtands on the hill and shouts Labbaik and prayers and texts ti)l sunset. Early
on the next day a second stand is made by torehlight for a short time vound
the mosgue of Muzdalifa, between Mina and Arafat; but the chief ceremony
on this day is at Mina. This i the day of sacrifice, on which the pilgrim
throws seven stones at eaeh of three pillars in Mina, saying, * In the name
of Cod the Almighiy, T do this, and in hatred of the devil and his shame.”
Then a vietim has to be slain at Mina, from a sheep to acamel, according
to the pilgrim's means, part of the flesh being given to the poor; and finally,
Mecen must be visited again and the black stone kiszed. At this time 2 gread
Iair takes place at Mina, and the sacrifice may be made on any day of the
fair, The pilgrim then gete shaved, takes off his pilgrimm’s garb, and the
pilgrimage is over.

A visit is very generally made to Medina after the pilgrimage is over,
except by Wahabis, who regard such a vigit as idolatry., In Medina the
prophet’s mosque is the chief building to visit. There are the tombs of
Muhammad, Abu Beke, Omar, and Fatima, and many other places sacred
to the Muslim heart.

Shias allow performance of the pilgrimage by deputy, and ib is eonsidered
very meritorious to pay tha expenses of one who cennot afford it. Any
Muslim who has not made the pilgrimage may leave money to someone eles
to make the pilgrimage, and is thus considered to have fnifilled his duty.

The whole Mecean pilgrimage strikes an outside observer ag a strangely
mesningless superstition, perhaps one that does not elevate the character of
the worshippers, and probably only preduces an inordinate self-satisfaction on
its completion. But its great utility to Muslitu faith is evident, in giving it a
centre and & uniting impulse.

To my mind, & religion without ceremonies does not abtract the masses,
What harm is there if a Christian from a distant part of the world visits the
Holy Land in order to develop his spiritual life? I myself had only n nine
days’ trip to that miost glorious land on this earth, I cannof express in words
what a solace and comfort was afforded to my soul while walking in thab
sacred land, and reminding myself that cnce our blessed Lord in His homan
garb was one of its tnhabitants.

A, 8.

(1] ALQURAN 1

An Uzdu translation of the Quran, pp 508, thick paper, latge size-—price
Rs. 2-12-0—by Rev. Ahmad Shah, of 8. P. G. Mission, Hamirpur, U. P., author
of The Concordance of the Quran, Dictionary of the Quran, Muslim
Objoctions, etic.

% This,” says the author, * is the second Urdu translation of the Quran by
Christians ' (the first one being that by the late Dr. Imad-ud-Iin Lahiz, D.DY.
This firet translation served ag an impetus to Muhammadans 6o give to the
public idiomatic trarslaticns of the Quvan, their former translations being
entirely literal and more or less unintelligible. RBut the language of this '
translation was often harsh and prejudieial and the words read unfamiliar.
On the o her hand, the modern translations by Mubammadsn writers are
coloured by sectarian views, either Wahabi or Hanifi, Shis or Sunni.

Hence the present frapslation iz wmesnt specially to help Christian
preachers, The author has kept the following aitms in view :—(1) To keep as
close as-possible to the original Arabic and stil) bo make the branslation idiomatie
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without the addition of superfluous words; (2} not to trapelate Arabic words
that are quite familiar to Urdu-speaking people ; (8) to give the ¢ shan-i-puzul,’
viz., the accasion and cireumstances of each revelation about which there is a
concensus of opinion among the Muhammadan divines, in the form of foot-
notes. These foot-notes cover about one-fourth of the entire volume. (4) To
give the iranslation as a Muhammaden franslavor wouls do, without any
prejudice against Islam or its seriptures.

The author also intended writing an fntroduction to the Quran, tus for
fear list he should violate the last aim of avoiding prejudice, and also beeause
the introduction would increase 0o much the bulk of the book, he has post.
poned it, and expects to publish it later in the form of a separate book

The suthor has succeeded well in carrying out these aims. We are also
glad to see in some places references to corresponding passages in the Bible.
We wish this were done on a much larger scale, It wounla be a great service
to the cause of Christianity if such eorvespondences und debts to the Christian
Seriptures were systematically pointed out in a Christian translation of the
Quran, by one possessing ab inghnate knowledge of hoth scriptures. A
Christian preacher dealing with a well-informed Mubhammadan tuquiver would -
find this an immense help.

'The publication is net free from mistakes. 14 ie so hard to avoid bhis
fault in a lithographic vernacular publieation We cite one instance where
there ave three or fonr nistakes in the fuotuote on p. 456, for which the copyist
of the manuscript seems to be respousible.

A Hingi translation of the Quran has also been publiched by the suthor,
and sold for the same price.

We ight here quote the names and prices of some of the other books by
the saine author :—

(1) A Complete Concordance of the QGuran (Arabic and English), Rs. 16,

(8 & Dietronary of the Quian, Rs. s.—or both Nos. (1) and (2) in one
volumne, s, 20,

{8 Moslem Objections to Christianity, As. 12,

(4) Translation of Kabir's Granth, Rs. 1/4.

(5) Studies in the Quran— Quranic Stories, Re. 1)4,

6} ¢ Imtraf-wl-Quran '—AlL that the Quean says about Mulkammad, As. 6.

R. Bigas-up-pin.

NOTES
The Prayer Cycle.

Members of the League are paked to send corrections of names and
addresses for the new DPrayer Cyele to the Secretary immediately. The
generous and prompt co-operation of all our members will pravent the
perpetuntion of avoidable wistakes through the entire coming year.

Confidential,

Readers of News and Notvs ave asked 10 remember that all of the con-
tente of the paper are stricily confidentinl.  Its very existenoce is conditioned
ou the faithiul observance of this requirement. Recently several unanthorized
quotations have been wwmde from News and Nofes in other Chrisbian
pericdicals which are circnlated broadeast, with resultant misunderstanding
mmd the gevious obstrackion of missionary work in some quarters. We must
ssk that henceiorth no quotation be tuade from News and Noles without
the Editor's explicit permission in each individusl case:
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Muslim Propaganda in Bengal.

Mr. Goldsack sends us the following eclipping from the Mohwmmadi
with his cominent :

“The discussion of the work of the Bengal Muslim Mission in a paper
published in England (f.e., The Moslesm World) has produced something like
congternation in the ranks of the Christian missionaries in Bengal” He
meang, T presume, that the missionaries are alarmed at the revelatlon of
the strongth and activity of the Muslim Mission. To-day’s Molhaemmads
announces the epening of a Theological College ** for the preparation of
worthy preachers of Isiam.”

A SBuggestive Experience at Dacea.

Members of the League will be interested in the following recent
expertence of Rev, L. Bevan Jones, of Iacea. "We quote from his letter

* I had been digeussing the perennial topic of the * Paranclete” with an
acquaintance of mine, an old Sheikh wha prides himsel! on being o bit of an
author, and before leaving gave him copies of Rouse’s tract in I3engali and
Urdu.  About a fortnight afterwards I recaived a most astovishing letter from
hirmi.  He declared that the author of the tract had used such abusive language
about their prophet that he had written to the Government requesting them
o stop its cireulation, and, said he, no doubt you will be duly notified !

“He called on me shortly afterwnrds and we had it out together. Tt
proved to be a ease of suspicion ron wild. A refercnce to the Urdu edition of
this tract [P, R. 3. 5., Lahore, 1908} will make this clear. The poor old man
very naturally halled slightly on the word *Paul,’ as he catne to the cnd of
the firet page, but on furning over took the word *rasul’ with ‘shaiban-ko?;
thus making the whole clause read :(— Paul calls the Apostle Satan the Lord
of thiz Werld,” The fact thal ‘rasul’ is reserved for spocinl use wibth
otthodex Muslitus, together with his carcless reading of the text, completely
upsst his judgment. 1 think he was rather mortified to find what o silly
mistake he had made.

“But T had not vet heard the end of it A week or so after seeing him [
visited another acquaintance in the city, a hakdm, and learns from him that
my friend the Sheikh had actually gove o the length of announeing his
discovery ab a meeting of elders and the rumour was about in the baznar that
I had already been served with a notiee froin Governrent !

T was disappointed $o finnd thot the old man evidently lacled the courage
and the honesty to confess that he bad blvndered. But it speaks volumes, doesn'y
it, that so many should have allowed their suspicions and prejudico to follow
his lead in the matfer. T was glad of tho opportunity to establish more friendly
relutions by » sane explanation of what the tract does contain.”

A Converted Mullah in Peshawar.

The Missionary Review of the World for Scptetnbor containg the follow.
ing paragraph:—

Fyom Peshawar, on the north-west frontict of India, the €. M. 8. Gazetée
reports the baptisin of a Moslem, who has beenn until the last few months a
mullal at a mosgue in that city, By gorne means or other he catge across a
Biible in the mosque, and read o good deal of its conbents. He was abtracted
by its teaching, and, desiring to have if explained, went to ithe Cantonment
magistrate, in order to ask him about Christianity. The magistrate listened
to bis request with wmuch kinduess, and =ent bimn with & note o the senior
Chureh Missionary Society missionary at Reshawsay, who was, however, absent
in the hitls. A Moslem friend told him that he could find out all he wanted
by atterding the daily preaching at the Church Missionary Bociety hospital,
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adding that © the missionaries gave good medicine but bad teaching.” So the
mullch began te atbend ihe preaching, though he applied for no mediea)
treatinent.  After a fortmighs Dr. Lankester discovered why he came, and he
was earefully instrueted, About the end of 1918 he said that he could nob
possibly go on eondueting Moslem prayers in the mosque. Aceordingly, he
left it and eame to the hospital, where he was supported until he found
employraent in o mission school.

The Paper for Muslims.

Rev. Arthur French, of Bowbay, wio hasveturned from furlough, writes
ae follows regarding Miss Davidson’s recent suggestion of using in India an
edited translation of an Hgyptian paper for Mushims:

Y feel bound--as having originated the idea of a paper denling diatinctively
with Christian and Moslemn religious questions-—to comment on Miss Davidson's
very valuable suggestion. Miss Davidson places ab our disposal Dr. Zwemer's
suggestion to begin by trauslating » paper issned in Bgypt. There are three
papers issued by Missions in Dgyph: .

1. Ash-Sharg wal Gharb, formerly The Oceident and Ovient, issued
both in Iinglish and Arabic, now only issued in Arabic fortnighily by
Mr. Gairduer and My, MacNeil (0. M. 8. Mission) at Cairo. It is about
B pages: price Be. 5-7-6 per annum.

2. Al Huda, publishel by the Anierican Mission at Alexandeia,
This is o weekly, edited by a Coptic Fgyp$ian; the paper is about the
sane size as the above, e 1-14 per annun.

8. Blessed be Bgypt (Buglish), Nile Mission Press, Quarterly.

The paper Dr. Zwemer roferred to is probably Al Huda.

The first question is, Who will translate 2 Iave we anyone sutficiently
sequainied with Igyptian Avabic?  Again, Who will edit? We cannot
expect & 1nere Urdu translation of an Egyptian paper to appeal wuch
to Indian Mussalmans. Moveover, i is slways the personal element which
appeals.  We should deal with Indian Moslem periodicaly and comment
on them editorially—admit lethers, answer queries, efc., ete.  Moreover,
T am more than evor certain that the Indian Moslem is a tatally differant
being frotn the Bgyptian Moslemr. The line of appeal to the former musb
lie along largely difierent dines o the latter.

Still an essay could be made in the direction of an © edifed  translation
of either Oemdent and Orient or Al Hudw with (say) two pages of letbers,
or answers to gueries, provided the right nten ean be fonnd to underbake
the dual tasks of Editor-Seceretary and Translator.

A Committee of Management should also bo appainted,

PRAISE AND PRAYER

Praise :

For great blessings and spiritual gunickening veeeived by the attendants
s the recent Christian Conventions, aé Sialkot in the Panjab, Asansole in
Bengal, and Tincknow in the United Provinoes.

For the great revival in South India brought about by the United BEvange-
listic Campaign of the South India United Chuvrch.

Prayer.

For the mestings of My. Sherwood Rddy and his party in India throughout
December.
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10 MISSIONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUE

Ohena.

For the three new tracts in Chinese now being printed for {ree distribu-
tion among the Muslim people of eighticen provinees.

For the Mullahs who are keenly reading Cairo Christian literature, and
the Arabic correspondence between China and Christians in Bgyph. May
there soon be a break in these hitherto solid ranks, and some Mwollahs le
brought to Christ.

I, H. R.

Pathankot,

A Muhammadan member of my Preru Sangak (Bible class for non-Chris-
tian men) says he gave his heart fo Jesus aboat two months ago, and last week,
one morning At prayers, he asked, belore several men, that T would pray that
he might be filled with the Holy Spirit,

My most encouraging work is arnong Sikhs and Ilindus, but [ have many
Mubaminadans on my hears.  There are two desr Muohammadan girls,
students in 1y school, just waiting for baptism,

Oh, what blessing God gave His children at the Convention in Sinlkot!
Wae feel the effect is far-reaching.
Mapry T, CAMPBELL.

Tiruvannamalaz.

At a meeting for our Indian workers, lately held at Tiruboilen, we had a
speeial meeting for the wonen workers, and the paper, vead ab this meeting,
and the discussion, was about work among Muhapnnadans. We find an
increasing interest in this work among our Bible wornen and other Indian
helpers. The zenana missionary at Tiruvannamalai invited me to go fo
Tiruvannamakai to start regolar wock swong the Mubswoamadan women.
1 have been here for a fortinight and have had a most enconraging time,

M. MaLtme.
Mardan.

We have mueh to praise for here. A Pathan woman eame to Christ some
little titee ago in our hospital here, and was baptized the last Buaday in
Beptember. She is having rather a rough time of it from the Muohamnmadans
rotund, but it is grand to sce hoy teast in the Tord, and He is keeping her
gafe. Please pray nnd peaise for her,

I, M. 1.

NEW MEMBERS

196, Rev. A. K. Harper, ... Armerican Presbytorian Mission, Sharakpore,
Lahore Disgrics.

187. Rev. V. M. Petersen, ... Danish Mission, Tiruvannamslai, South
Arcob Dstrict.

198. H. 8. Conwsay, lsq., ... China [nland Mission, Shekichen, Honan,

199, Miss Filie M. Park, ... €. LK. 7 M, 8., Lucknow.

200. Dr, A. C. Boggess, ... Late of Reid Christian Cellege, Lucknow.

PRINTED AT THE WiESLEVAN Mission Prrss, MysorE—1915.
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TIME IN THE
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Apart from all reward ™’
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“WHILsT readers will peruse Dr. Zwemer’s masterly address,
delivered on Tuesday afternoon to an immense audience, they
will hardly be able to estimate the power by which it was
accompanied. Our responsibilities in connection with unpre-
cedented openings in the Moslem world, and the startling evi-
dences of a new spirit coming over millions of these people,
catme home to all who heard this striking address with dynamic
force and impressiveness. An unprecedented thing occurred
at the close of the address. Dr. Zwemer i5 an American, and
the chairman, Mr. W. B. Sloan, intimated that Dr. Zwemer
was returning to America this week. Prebendary Webb-
Peploe, who had been listening to the address with undis-
guised delight, rose and asked all in the andience, who would
like to express their thanks to the Doctor, to do so by holding
up their right hand. This was done with fervour by every
one in the Tent.”—7he Christian.
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EV,

SAMUEL M, ZWEMER, 1L, F.R.(G,5,, 01 ARABIA AND CAIRO.
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THE FULNESS OF TIME IN THE
MOSLEM WORLD.*

By Dr. 5. M. ZWEMER.

[ THINK it is very proper and very significant that all your
speakers at Keswick, whatever may be their theme, find the
toundation of their thoughts in the Word of God. Aithough
I am not expected to preach a sermon, I would like to put
two brief words from the New Testament as the foundation of
what [ desire to say. The one is fouad in Gal, v, 4 ¢ “When
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son” ;
and the other is found, I believe, three times in the Synoptic
Gospels, the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: “ Unto whom
much 15 given, from them shall {justly) much be required.”
These two Scriptures could be summed up in my subject,
which is: Great Britain's National Responsibility, face to tace
with the Present Opportunity in the Mohammedan world, A
national responsibility over against an unprecedented oppor-
tunity certainly ought fo arouse a deswre to understand the
will of God.

Four PrROBLEMS.

The Mohammedan problem is really fourfold : there are
those who are wrestling with it purely on physical, on economic
lines. The Mohammedan problem is the problem of making
the desert to blossom as a rose.  As the race of men like Lord
Cromer and Lord Kitchener, and those associated with them
mn the great task of producing a new Egypt, or men like Sic
William Willcocks, who is drafting a scheme for a new Meso-
petamia, or men like the French engineers, who are irrigating

¥ Address delivered in Eskin Street Tent, Keswick, on Tuesday affer-
moon, July 20, 1915, Reprinted from The Chrisfian by kind permission,

3
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the western portion of the Sahara desert—ail these men are
helping us to solve the economic problem of the Mohammedan
world. Every business man who helps to start a bank in the
Moslem world, is helping to solve the economic problem of
these lands so long neglected,

Then the Mohammedan problem is a polifical problem.
We are all apt to forget the baffling difficulties of the poii-
ticians and the statesmen and the rulers in Mohammedan
cotonies—difficulties caused by Moslem law, and the rivalry of
Moslem sects ; the vast ditficulties due to slavery, to concu-
binage, and to all the old institutions of Mohammedanism.
The solution of these political problems is a great national
responsibility.  The United States has no more battling
political problem than the Mohammedans in the Thilippine
Islands, who number 247,000, and of whom President Taft
said they would never understand democracy until they
accepted Christianity.

Then the Mohammedan problem is also a secial problem,
and there are some to whom this comes most strongly.
Whenever the social problem means the elevation of woman-
hood, the emancipation of childhood, and pure, strong, vigor-
ous manhood, then the Mohammedan world offers a social
problem bigger and more baffling than in any part of the
world, Confucius helped to solve the social problem of the
milfions in China; Bunddha solved the social problem of
millions of Buddhists to some extent ; but Mohammed, the
prophet of Arabia, prodirced the social problem for 200,000,000
people.

Then the Moslem problem is after all chiefly a spiritnal
one. We can sum it up in that hymn we so often sing:
“Thou, O Christ, art all #rey want, more than all in Thee
they'll find.” Only Jesus Christ can produce (rue economic
changes, and rescuc from poverty the Moslem world. Ouly
Jesus Christ can satisfy the proper desires for nationalism in
Morocco, Algeria, Egvpt, and India, among Mohammedans.
Only Jesus Christ can redeem Moslem womanhood and help
Mohammedan childheod. Therefore, in the last analysis,
those who put the finger on the spiritval needs of the
Mohammedan world have said the last and final word of
the Mohammedan problem.
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PREPARATION FOR THE GOSPEL.

Now, this problem, in its fourfold aspect, appeals to us
with tremendous force. In the Koran of Mohammed we
read 1 “ Every nation has its appointed time, and when that
appointed time comes, they ecannot hinder it, nor can they
bring it on by an hour.” In other words, Mohammed echoed
the truth of Isalah: “He will hasten in His time” ; or the
truth as Paunl expresses it : “ When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son” 1 believe that, if God has
sent forth His Son into the world by the incarnation ; into
your hearts and mine at our conversiot ; into Korea or China
or Madagascar or Uganda ; it has been in the fulness of iime,
the fulness of preparation, the fulness of expectation, the ful-
ness of despair, Those of us who have read the commentaries
on this one text, in the preparation for the coming of Jesus
Christ into the Roman Empire, rub our eves when we think of
India, of Egypt, and the Turkish Empire to-day, and see
the very same steps of a great preparation in the hearts
of men,

[t is my conviction to-day, especially on the breaking out
of this interpational war, involving every Mohammedan land,
that we stund face to face with the fulness of time n the
Moslem world ;. and that for five reasons. In the first place,
the whole of Christendom faces the Mohanvnedan woirld in
the open, as we have never faced it before, The Crusades
were a mighty movement among the nations, but after all it
was only the grappling of a portion of Western Europe with
a portion of the Saracen world over the possession of the
Holy Land. The long wars waged by Holland in Sumatra
were 2 Moslem problem of great importance, but it was
only one mnation facing one portion of the Mohammedan
world, The mntiny of ladia, or the rebellion of Khartoum,
or the American campaign in the Philippines, or the German
movement in East Africa, were only portions of Christendom
grappling with portions of the Mohammedan world, and that
world seeking to oust the Christian world. But to-day we are
face to face with a new world-situation. Along the whole line,
every Christian land has its Moslem problem, and the whole
Christian Church faces Mohammedanism, whether we desire
fo do so or not.
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BATTLING AGAINST THE CROSS.

The Moslem peril in Africa brings every Society face to
face with Mohammedanism. The mussions that work in China
have their Mohammedan problem, the missions that work in
India also, Every country in Europe has its Mohammedan
pr obiem—ltalv, Germany, France, Holland, and, most of all,
Russia and Great Britain.

Not only do we stand face to face with this problem
because of the world being open, and because of the unity
of the world, but in the councils of the Chureh we have been
face to face with it. Edinburgh spoke of it, and Lucknow and
Cairo; and at Zurich two years ago we learned that there was
a warld of etght million Mohammedan children under four-
teen years of age.

Not only is this problem recognized by Church councils,
but also by the secular press. It 1s a poor newspaper to-day
that has not a policy towards Mohammedanisini, that does not
have its ideas on Pan-Islamism, or the forces that are battling
for Africa or Asia against the Cross. Not only this, but the
secular Press in the Mohammedan world, itseif also a religious
Press, 13 fully aware of the fact that the whole of Christendom
faces the whote of Mohammedanisim in the open. When the
Bishop of London makes an address, he is reported verbatim
in the Press of Cairo.  When a man writes a book in America,
the Lahore papers print it, column after column, and criticize
its contents. When our missionaries publish The Mehammedan
World, then a little paper published in Mauritius gives its
editorial judgments on the influences of Edinburgh and Cairo.
It is like a great world that 13 a unity in its thought as well as
in its geologtcal rocks; and if we can record an earthquake in
Tokyo on the seismograph in Washington, just as rapidly and
accurately the Moslem Press reports everything we do in this
country. We are face to face with the whole problem. We
can no longer hide these things in a corner. They know that
we know, and we know that they know all that we do among
them.

DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEM,

Secondly, we now know the character and dimcusions of
this problem. A thing unkonown may invite our curiosity but
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never rivet our attention. It iy the known that gives us
responsibility.  When we had not beard of Moslem needs,
when we were uncertain about their populations, we might
shirk the responsibility of evangelization; but in these last
years God has placed upon His Church the responsibilities of
knowledge. There are hundreds here this afternoon who
know the elements of the Moslem problem because they have
stadied them. We have taken a census of the Mohammedan
world.

We do not deal in uncertainties.  This great continent has
been crossed by its Livingstones. We have had new facts, and
they are bad enough, God knows. 1In the June number of the
Contenmporary Revicw, Seyd Ameer Ah writes on the Caliphate,
but he uses once more the exaggerated statistics in regard to
Mohammedanism. He says there are 340,000,000 Moham-
medans. The fact is there are scarcely 200,000,000, but the
nember of our fellow-men makes a big problem. Of the
whole 42,000,000 are in Africa, one-third of them, There are
67,500,000 in India; 35,000,000 in the Dutch East Indies;
12,000,000 v Turkey; 2,500,000 1n independent Arabia;
5,000,000 in Afghanistan, some say 4,500,000 in Persia j and
in China Mr. Broomhall, after careful investigation, decided
between five and eight millions in that great Empire, found in
all the provinces, and in some places in large communities,
dominating the social life,

Then we have the scattered groups—some 50,000 in Cape
Colony, 8,000 Mohamumedans in North America, 106,000 in
South America. You say where? Trinidad 10,000, In
Australia 19,000, chiefly at Perth-—the spilling over of this
great Moslem problem in these islands of the sea and to the
uttermost part. It was a startling revelation to me of the
anity of the Moslem problem, when 1 recerved a letter from a
missionary in Jamaicd, in which he said ; ¢ Our chief difficulty
now is the Mobammedan problem, which looms larger than
any other in the West Indies.”

. THE CHARACTER OF ISLAM.
We know this thing itself, not only as o the numbers of

Mohammedans, but thank God we know the character of
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Islam. We no longer live in the days of Canon Taylor or
Bosworth Smith or Thomas Carlyle, who all of them with
different brushes succeeded in white-washing the prophet of
[slam. We can now appeal to Mohammedan writers. The
Mobhammedan ’ress has said harder things against the religion
of Mohammed than missionaries have ever said. The late
Kasim Bey Ameer, a judge in Cairo, and that splendid writer
of novels in Cairo, Madame Rushdi Pasha, have exposed the
horrors of life in undoubted language. If unbelievers here
refuse to believe the words of missionaries, who have poured
out thewr lives and love and tears and blood to save our
Moslem sisters, let them read books by Mohammedans, and
they will know the real character of Mohammedanism.

We know what it is to be a Mohammedan woman or child,
and what Mohammedan manhood lacks in the twentieth
century. Mr. Staniey Lane Poole states the facls clearly in
regard to Mohammedan life in the home, and says: “ Kind as
the prophet Mohammed was towards bondwomen, ene cannot
forget the utter brutalities which he suffered his followers to
inflict on conquered nations in the taking of slaves. The
Moslem soldier at war was allowed to do anything he pleased
with women he took on his march, When we think of the
thousands of mothers and daughters who must have suffered
untold shame and dishonour by this license, we cannot find
words to express our horror ; and this cruel indulgence has
left its impress on the Moslem character, vea, on the whole
character of Eastern life.”” That is the testimony of a
student of Islam in his armcharr, studying the facts of past
history.

A Hrtyax DOCUMENT.

And now, will you young women here listen to the
confession of a young Moslem girl. The day before 1 left
Cairo, 1 bought 2 Moslem newspaper and found this letter :

DEar EDITOR,—

Will you hear the plea of one who has just completed
her twelfth year, who 15 in the third year of her studies in the
primary class? My family belong to the class who are in
government employ, and my parents have already warned me

electronic file created by cafis.org



LT

that, after two months I shall be put in seclusion {o wear the
veil, and must leave the school and studies forever. You will
not be surprised, therefore, that [ have read in your papers the
articles on this subject, and if occurred to me that you would
also publish the letter of a little girl. 1 love learning very
mucl:, and if I had been secluded two years ago, | should not
have learned anything, nor sealized anything of the evils of the
veil ; but now I speak from experience. The least of its evils,
perhaps the greatest to me, is that it will deprive me of going
to school. How can those who criticize the freedom ol
women blame me for speaking out? If they were in my
place they would change their voice without doubt, and I
write because 1 feel already the weight personally of the prison
before whose doors 1 am standing. I am stealing these few
minutes without a knowledge of any of my family, that my
weak voice may reach the multitudes. 1 cannot conceive the
whirlwind of anger that would strike me f my father should
know that | dared fo write to a newspaper. If [ should be
secluded and wear the veil, | will doubtiess know more and
suffer more ; and then I will write again. All [ can do 15 to
ask every writer who has a conscience on the subject, to
support the request of those who seek liberty: and 1 thank
those who have written in your columns tor having encouraged
me fo write myself, in order that there may be liberty for
Egyptian womanhood from this yoke of bondage. [Written
during school hours, and signed “ Spring-flower” (in the
Arabic language).]

A Jmran document like that is worth a thousand argu-
ments over the condition of girlhood and womanhood in the
Mohammedan world. Not only thts human document, buot
cold statistics will tell the story. Mohammedan womanhood
suffers from utter ignorance, illiteracy, and superstition.
According to the last census in Egypt there were only three
women out of a thousand who could read. One-third per
cent, of Kgyptian womanhood have the windows of their souls
thrown open. The others are living in darkness and in
superstition,  You  people here tlis afternoon whe are
asking for a special call of God, listen ; “ Go ye therefore and
teach all nations.” What other call do we need than the call
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of the Government census to set free our lives from the petty
tasks that surround us, and to attempt great things for God 1in
the Mohammedan world ?

MOHAMMEDAN LITERATURE.

I turn from womanhood to childhood. 1 wish 1 could
appeal to those who love little children, appeal, if not for the
evangelization of the Mohammedan world in the next genera-
tion, yet for those millions of little children who are born
to-day. The mortality of childhood rises from seventy-hive to
cighty-five per cent, in Moslem lands—incredibly high. In
Persia a medical missionary said that, from careful investiga.
tions, the mortality of childhood in Northern Persia among
Mohammedan women is eighty-two per cent. Think of the
suffering of childhood in India, as they perish through blind-
ness, juvenile diseases, fatalism, through utler ignorance of
what it means to be a mother,

Think of the needs of Mohammedan childhood measured
in the terms of the intellect—for of such is not the kingdom of
Mohammed. 1daretosaythatinall myreading of Arabic poetry,
of Arabic newspapers, of Arabic books of theology, history,
and even stories, I have never found a single book that was not
vile and unfit for children toread. There is no literature pure
and uplifting for Mohammedan childhood in existence. The
“Arabian Nights” must be expurgated before thev can be
given to our children, and the “ Arabian Nights,” after they
have been expurgated, are as far as the East is from the West
themselves, from the mediceval literature of chivalry. In one
book you have honour and truth praised high ; in the other
book every woman is dishonest and immoral, and truth is ata
discount. At the Antipodes are the morals and ethics of the
Middle Ages and of Jesus Christ.

MANHOOD AND BOYHOOD.

How about Mohammedan manjiicod ? Well, what would
be the manhood of such childhood and motherhood ? One
Mustration of it—a practical one. We have our sons in the
great universities—QOxford, Cambridge, London, Harvard,
Yale, Corneil—and if your boy were there to-night you would
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pray God to keep him from the temptations of young man-
hood ; and he would find refuge from temptation—where ?
In the Gospel, in the life of Jesus Christ, and in the vision
of the heavenly glory. In the Gospel, where he reads:
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”; in
the face of Jesus Christ, whose character is white as the
driven snow ; and in that heaven where even the streets are
pure gold. That is your boy and mine. The Mohammedan
boy who is trying to live a straight life has his temptations, in
Calcutta, Beyrout, and Damascus; but where does he fly to
seek refuge ?  To the Koran. May God pity him ! He turns
to the life of Mohammed, and may God have mercy upon
him! He looks up into Mohammed’s paradise and findsg
license—what he seeks to fly from here. That is Moham-
medan manhood. If there were no other plea for missions
o Mohammedans, 1 would put it in these few words: The
Social Problem of Islam!

The third reason why we ought fo face this national
responsibility is because it is nationel. It cannot be shaken
off because we happen to belong to a Saciety without Moham-
medan missions. 1t rests with every one of us, because we
call ourselves British subjects. God in His providence has
divided the responsibilities of the Mohammedan problem
among the nations of Chrstendom, absolutely, finally, irre-
vocably. Americans have their Mohammedan problem—the
Philippine Islands; Holland, 35,000,000 subjects in Java and
Sumatra ; France, 20,000,000 Moslems in Africa ; Russia has
19,000,000 Mohammedans in her empire, and Great Britain
has 5,000,000 more Mohammedan subjects than she has
nominal Christian subjects under the “Union Jack"—five
million more Mohammedans than Christians in the British
Empire. Well might we call King George the defender of the
faith ! _

How do you measure Great Britain's responsibility in this
Mohammedan situation ? First of all by areas of population.
In Asia you have the crown-jewel, India, with 67,500,000.
You have your Mohammedans in Burmah, in other parts of
Asia, in Aden, in Arabia ; and in Africa you add to them
22,000,000 MoOTe-—9%5,000,000 Mohatmntedans under the British
Crown.
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Briram’'s GREAT RESPONSIBILITY,

But the responsibility is heavier. 1t is a responsibility of a
tragic character : Great Britain holds the highways and gate-
wavs of the Moslem world as no other nation, all the way
from Gibraltar—the straits, the canal, at Suez, Bombay, and
Caleutta, every great metropolis of the Mohammedan world
save Constantinople, is already under the power of Great
Britain, All the great, high, ruling rices are British subjects.

This responsibility is measured also in the terms of
dynamics : “ To whom much s given, from them shall much
be required.” God has given this responsibility to a nation
which has the Gospel, to a nation which has missionary tradi-
tions, which hag the love of exploration and of a difhcult task.
As goes England afler the war, so will go Russia, France, and
Holland 1n their Mohammedan policy ; and this is the third
reason why we stand face to face with an opportunity in the
Mohammedan world absolutely unprecedented, The Moslem
world has been divided. The whole of Africa has passed away
from Mohammedan rule. As we are sitting here, your boys
are battering through the Dardanelles :

Uplifted are the gates of brass,
The bars of iren yield ;

So let the King of Glory pass—
The Cross is in the field.

India knows it, and the Moslem I’ress knows it ; Egypt knows
it; and they are talking about the downfall of the Caliphate. Will
the downfall of the Caliphate be the uplifting of the Son of God?

The fourth reason we stand face to face with this problem
is because of the disinfegration of Islam, because the impact of
Western civilization has torn great breaches in the wall of
Mohammedanism, because Mohammedans have become our
allies in the social struggle for the emancipation of woman-
hood and childhood, They are welcoming our social system.
The Mohammedan Press is carrying these ideas and ideals, as
upon the wings of the wind, throughout the Mohammedan
world. There are 1n Cairo alone eighty-six newspapers—
more dailies than in London and New York. As to Persia,
poor, dying Persia as we call her—she has 243 newspapers,
many “mushrecom ” sheets, it is true, but it shows the efforts
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at emancipation. When the Mohammedan Press confesses
that Mohammedanism is dead, and calls for Gabriel to aronse
them, shall we not say : “ Awake thou that sleepest, and Christ
shall give thee light?” Thou, O Christ, art all they want,
more than all in Thee they'll find!

SPIrITUAL HUNGER AND THIRST,

Lastly, the Mobammedan world is spiritually bankeupt.
They begin to hunger and thirst for the Gospel. Not anly
has there been preparation, but there is expectation among
Mohammedans. Not only has there been this plowing of
God, but we are beginning to see the signs of harvest, ¢ Say
ye not that there are yet four months and then cometh the
harvest ?  Behold, T say unto you, lift up vour eyes, and look
on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.” What do
you mean ? 1 will quote from a Turkish missionary @ “ The
Mohammedan problem can be put in one sentence. 1 said:
‘How?' He said: *This way—it is to get the proudest man
1 the world to take the thing he hates from the hand of the
man he despises,” [ said : *You have put it very briefly and
pointedly,” ‘But,” said he, *if that is the problem, we are
beginning to solve it’”; and both smiled.

There was a day when Mohammedan fathers and mothers
would rather see thetr children die in their arms than carried
to the hospital of the Christian. To-day every hospital i3
aowded. There was a time when they would not send thew
children to any Christian school in Avabia, in Persia, or even
in Egypt ; when the number of Moslem pupils were numbered
by ones and twos, when in some Mohanmumedan lands we had
almost to pay them to come and receive instruchion, To-day
the Cairo College of the American Mission has 150 Mohain-
medan girls who pay the highest fees to receive a Christian
education, Calcutta, Bombay, all india, could tell a stmlar
story. They are crowding the educational institutions of the
MissIONATIES,

Aad the Bible ! The Bible is the best-selling book next to
the Koran in the Mohammedan world. Seven thousand copies
of the Word of God were sold in the Persian Gulf last year.
The British and Foreign Bible Society occupies a splendid
pile of buildings in Port Said. Mr. Hooper said : ““When
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first we came here, globe-trotters criticized us for putting up
such a large building, It is too small already, and after the
war we shall have to enlarge.”  Abyssimia is literally hungering
for the Gospel. In Egypt 87,000 copies of the Word of God
were sold along the Nile Valley, and that in a country, mark
you, where ninety per cent. are illiterate. But if they are not
a reading people they are a listening people, and so every
reader means a group of a thousand ears,

THE VOICE OF LOVE AND NEED.

How can we say that the doors are shut? How can wesay
that the time 1s not vet? God Himself has given the sound
from His High Court for His high endeavour. How can we
say that the Mohammedans cannot be converted? Is it
because we ourselves are not converted to love them? When
the prodigal son returned, the elder brother saw nothing, felt
nothing; but the father saw him, ran, fell on his neck and
kissed him. Will that appeal to you for the Mohammedan
world ? WIill you hear the voice of their need, or the voice of
God’s love ?  Or perhaps will your hearts be touched most
of all, not by a sense of responsibility, nor by a sense of duty,
nor by a sense of compassion, but by a sense of glorious
fellowship in suffering ?

Let me point out to you some of these Mohammedan
missionary workers, There is Miss Jennie von Mayer in the
heart of Russian Turkestan ; Dr. Young, my beloved brother,
in South Arabia, for twenty-eight years in the burning heat of
that extinct crater, preaching Jesus Christ by word and life,
There are missionaries in the Persian Gulf, and in Morocco,
and in lonely outposts in India, Rhodes, Usher, and Ridley in
China, who can point from the roofs of their houses to millions
and say, “I am the only witness for God.” Does that pull
you ? Listen to that cry of loneiy workers on this battlefield
of ages, facing the stormy night breathless and fearless.

~ Hope deferred has made the heart stay on God, and not on
the American churches. You must thrust this national respon-
sibility into spiritual responsibility for your own society and
your own workers, whom [ represent here {o-day—Not my
work, but God's werk and your work in the great Mohammedan
world, until the kingdoms of Mohammed shall become the
Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.
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Following on this powerfnl address at Keswick by Dr. Zwemer, who
struck home to the hearts of his hearers Britain's responsibility towards
the Mohammedans, there gathered a little group of men and women to
pray. Prayer gave place to eager suggestions and plans to work, as well
as pray. There was an insistent conviction that a larger circle must
be reached than could find a place in that small upper room, and a way
must be found to stir into flame the spark that had caught fire. It was
urged that a leiter shouid be sent to the Church papers, pleading for a
union of the Moslem workers abroad and at honte. The reporis from
India bore witness to the great unifying influence of the All India Missions
to Moslems League, These [riends have now scattercd, but they entrusted
it to me to write for them, and bring their desire before vou,

Most missions have their own union for prayer. We need an all-
embracing union, that should bind cach several unit into one army for
God.

[ venture to plead for “A Fellowship of Faith for the Moslems, in
praver, service, and sacrifice, for all workers at home and eon the field,
their friends and helpers,” The word “fellowship” has within it a
mutual sympathy of heart and theught, a comradeship in war, a partner-
ship in suffering. In the word “ sacrifice,” the thought in our heart is,
the offering of ourselves for this scrvice, abroad or at home ; and the
winning of otlters to offer their lives,

We would not wait until the issues of the war are determined, but
pray now with a passionate intensity for those whose faith is in the
balance, and whose lives are being laid down in hundreds for our sakes.

We would gather together and keep a record of the names of all who
live and work for Moslems everywhere, It will enable us to know each
other at home and abroad, to bear each other's burdens in times of special
need or distress, by concentrating our united prayer of faith on the special
field, or mission, or worker, and continuing in prayer fill the answer
comes; watching for God te lead us into unknown paths of service, We
would gather into the arms of faith the sorrowful, the desclate, and the
heartbroken sons and daughters of Islam, and claim them for Christ.

Will all those who would like to join this ‘“ Fellowship of Faith for the
Moslems, in prayer, service, and sacrifice” send in their names to me as
temporary secretary ! We shall hope to bring the matter before all the
leading Moslem workers, and ask their co-operation.

Qur first united action is the issue of Dr. Zwemer's Keswick address in
pamphblet form. We have printed 10,000 of these, in the hope that those
who were so deeply stirred by his words will be glad to distribute them in
their own neighbourhood, and thus spread the fire that has been lighted.
Applications for fifty, or a hundred, or five hundred, or 2 thousand of these
may be made to me,* at the cost of 25, 6d, for fifty copies, 6d. postage.

ANNIE VAN SoMMER,

Cuffnells, Weybridge, Surrey.

£ 0r to }. L. Ouiver, Secretary, Nile Mission Press,
16 Sounthfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, England,
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“A Fellowship of Faith for the Moslems in
Prayer, Service, and Sacrifice.”

LEADERS :
THE RIGHT REV. CHARLES H. STILEMAN, D.D,

late Bishop i Deisia,

THE REV. SAMUEL ZWEMER, D.D., FRGS,
of Arabia and Egypl.

I wish (o be enrolled as a Member of

“A FeLnowsHIP OF FAITH FOR THE MOSLEMS
IN PRAYER, SERVICE, AND SACRIMCE.”

Name oo, e e e e

A ress o
Stafe whetler Nev.
Foseg, Mrs, or Miss

........................................................................

If aandssionary state to
aliert Society you belowg o L

o

It special woerk vou

If you wish simply to become a member, please enclose
23d. for member's card, post free.

1f you would like to receive news of the “ Fellowship” and
its members, and work, from time to time, please enclose 23
as a year's subscription ; also state in writing whether you
would rather this were done separately, or whether you would
like it printed in the magazine, ‘“Blessed be Egypt, A
Challenge to Faith for the Mohammedan World,” edited by
Miss Van Sommer. She wishes to know what will be
preferred.  Please after signing, tear off this page and send to

Miss A, VAN SoMMER, Cufinells, Weybridge.
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THE MOSLEM WORLD

A Quarterly Review of Current Events, Literature,
and Thought among Mohammedans, and the Pro-
gress of Christian Missions in Moslem Lands.

Edited by SAMUEL M. ZWEMER, D.D.
Published for the Nile Mission Press by
the Christian Literature Society for India,

35 Johun Street, Bedford Row, London, W.C.

Price per copy 1s., or 4s. per annum, post free.

May be ordered from all Booksellers.

BLESSED BE EGYPT
A Challenge to Faith for the Mohammedan World.

A MAGAZINE

Ldited by ANNIE VAN SOMMER

In connection with the Prayer Union for Egypt
and Arabia: Asia Minor and Turkey: Syria and

Palestine.
The quarterly paper of the Nile Mission Press.

May be ordered from the Office of the Nile Mission Press,
16 Scuthfield Road, Tunbridge Wells.

Price Is. 84. a year.
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