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HOW CHRIST WON MY HEART

VI. Awpsas ALL
{Cowpiled by Miss C. Williaws.)

Hreedoy is the name of o book wristen by Abbas All, a Muhamrpadan
convert. o ik he tells the story of his conversion. The hook was trans’ated
into English by Bev. J. Takle and Mrs. Takle. Tt wuas published in Australia
and has brd a wide civealation. The following is composed of extracts frou
the autobiography. A few words have been inserbed here aud there as con-
necting links.

“ My home is at Rudrabaira village, in the police circle of Sarishabari, in
the district of Mymensingh, Hast Bengal.

A very long time befere T was born my father tarricd threc wives. (The
Eoran says & Muslim may marry four wivesl. When one did not bear him a
son, he matricd another, but for years his desire was not realised.  So then he
gpent tnuch in charitable gifts, bolieving that God would suarely honour him
by granting him a son who would warry his name and property down to
posterity.  Of the money he enrned he pub aside s portion te be spent foy
religious objects, and Lelieving thet (od would at Inst fultil his desive he spent
1,71?1? rupees (about £11%) for the excavation of a sank for the benefit of the

ublic.
P In the Bengali year 1298, on the 28rd of the month Ashvin (1891 a4.1n),
T was born. A week after my birth my mother died.

Although it is & great sorrow to lose a mother, yet for 1me, perhaps, it has
been a blessing, for had she lived T might not have been able to come out so
easily for the Lovd Jesus Christ.

I was motherless, but I was well locked after, as T was the only son, and
therefore the light of my fathet’s eye.

Half & mile from our house was a village called Pogoldighi, where wag a
Middie English school  That is where [ first went fo sehool.

A day eame when my father was taken geriously itl with fever and other
complaints, and he determined to have iy marriage ceremony performed as
speedily as powsible, as he {eared death would overtake him before he could
see e setbled. It was a matter of o few days, and I found myself marxied to
Bhuhashini (she who laughs sweetly), the daughter of Abdur Rahman Khan,
of the village Shinga. Shubaghini lost ber mother when she was only two
weelis old, and a month later her father also died. This, too, often appears fo
we to be the Lord's doing, for if iny wife had not been an orphan T question
very much whether I should have found the way of ealvation as easily ag T
did. Now I see that the Lord has been iy guide and protector from infancy.
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My religions ideas sboub this time werc very steange. T felt greab
sytupathy with the Hindus in their patriokic novement, but the Muharunadan
stadents took me fo task for joining in this. They also blamed we begause
1 would not say Namaj (Muslim prayers), nor keep Roja (bhe fast). 1Trom iny
boyhood 1 have bad the strongest objection to these cercmonies, for they
always appeared to me to be mere show. T cougidered myself to be a sorh of
Brahmo (Indian Unitarian) and even culled myself one, so my friends changed
my name from Abbag All {n purely Musliin name} to a Hindu one, Hreedoy
Banjan Sirear, by which name [ am still known.

About this time L ased to argue that human ferling was the only religion,
To be ealled Christian or HMindu oc Mustitn waeg nothing, They were were
names, and only as o man showed the troe spirit of humanity eould he bhave
true religion, by whatever name ke might be ealled.

Up to the ke of my passing out of the Middle English school, T had not
glept outside of my father’s home for a single night, but having passed in &he
seeond division and received a cortificate, T was admitted as o student in the
fourth class of the Jamualpur school, and was fortunate it having in the same
schioo) my old friend, Janik, anosher Muhammeadan, who also professed to be
a sort of Brahmo,

Not many days passed beiore my religious ideas beeswne publie, and strange
to sny almosh immedinbely the students began to nick-name me * Padri”  Af
first 1 was puzzled to know why they did so, but afterwards 1 learnt that they
did s0 because my ideas were sometbing like those preached by the Christian
migsionaries in the villages and bazaars of our district. My opipions I spoke
very freely to my fellow students, and they at lagé teld the Moulvie Bahib who
ganght Persian and Arabic to the Muhammadan stadents of the sehool. He
called me to him and asked, ** Abbas, do you believe in the Koran or not?”
He put me in a difficulty ; here was 1, the son of a Muslim'gentleman, who had
ne faith in the Koran, and practised no Muhammadan rites. What answer
should I give ? I was zilent for a fime, then [ caid, “I believe only in that
which [ can anderstand. Wby should I believe in a book that my friends and
I cannot read ?° We had a few wore words, and then bhe conversation was
suddenly eut shors by the Moulvie fining me three rupees (four shillings).
This upset 1te & great dewd, and I went home and told my father that T wonld
neither gay the Mulwmmadan praysrs, nor abtend the Jaunalpur scheol,
Father took the matfier very anielly.

Up 6 this time [ had never seen a Cholstian misstanacy, but as the boys
had called me a Padel it was quite natural that I shonld want to rueet one
and gee what he was like.

I had never been to Mymensingh town in my life, and my father was
averse to my going to such a big place, where temptations are rnany, bub the
students told me there were Padris in Mymensingh; so I defermined to visit
the town secretly. I made special inquiry, and found out that the Rev. H,
Hutton, m.a., was living there. I wrofe him a letter, asking for an interview.
Then I made arrangements to go, bub not alone; thas would have been tos
greab an undertaking. 1 took my old friend Janik with s, We arrived in
Mymensingh, but we were jgnorant ag to the whereabouts of the Mission
House, ¢o finding another Muslim student who knew the town well we wenb
with him.

A Turopean gentleman earue out io me, and I heard from him that Mr.
Hutton had gone on tour in the distriet. I found that the gentleman T wag
speaking to lkvew neither Bengali nor Hindi, so $aking copies of the four
Gospels and some tracts T reburned home. The tracky were so much after my
heart that in a weelt 1 again went o Mymensingh, but unfortunately 1 again
failed to find Mr. Bulton. Returning home this time I told 1oy father allil
had been doing and thinking. 1 feared something would happen, but my father
seewed rather glad than otherwise that T was giving attention to the sindy

electronic file created by cafis.org



MIRSTONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUR H

of religion, and he gave me much advice. Not being discouraged by my
father, I gave more attention to the study of the four Gospels.

At last T said to my father, “ I will become a Christian.” He said, A
wan becomes a Christian when he cannot support himself. You want for
nothing ; then why do you talk of casting aside your family and [nith in this
way ?” T replied, * I have never made mysell known to the world az a
Muhamtmadan, and you know that I have absolutely no faith in Islaun. In
that case why should you object to my accepting what 1 believe to he true?”

- He said, * You are my only sour; if you leave me, then who will be helr to my
property " DProbably my father thought that this wonld touch me, and deter
me from my purpose. 16 was late, and I retived o vest, but 1 could do nothing
but weep for a long tine, and I thought-—

In this transitory world T have none [or my own,
Where can I go to get happmess and peace ?

Into whose [uce can I look, that will make me forget
The sorrows of the world that are burning up my life.

I fell agleep. The next morning I took frain and returned to school ab
Jamalpur, my father giving me seven rupees for my expenses.  But I had no
peace, and in a bewildered state of mind I visited the Mission House again,
This was my third visit, yet I could not see the missionary. I heard that he
was to eome back in three days, so I went to a hotel, determined to wait and
see the man who I felt could help me to find peace. When the Rev, H. Sutton
returned, he with much courtesy offered me a seat, and began to talk with me.
Ad first I thought that because I was so young he would not take any notice
of ms, but after hearing my story and my strange ideas on religion, he gave
me some books to read, and I remained on at the hotel. Almosi every day 1
went o Mr. Sutton and a Bengauli preacher, Babu Surendra Kumar Doy, with
whort T also had helpful tallks.

The moneoy I thad with me was almost spent in paying the bill at the
hotel, but in the short time of 11y stay I had learnt much about Chrisiianity,
and T had begun fo have a strong faith in it, and had no desire to return homte.
The four Gospels and the tracts which T had received ab first had attracted my
mind, and nty talks with fhe missionary had quite prepared wme to renounece
the religion of my fathers, and cmbrace the new taith. I asked the missionary
to baptise me, but instead of doing so, he asked me,—* What is the first stop
in the path of religion 2 7 T replied, © 1 itnagine that the first step of right-
eousness is §0 do the will of God.” Mr. Sutton then said, * The first step
according to Christianity is fto confess ein; do you know that you are »
ginper? " I did nob remember that I had committed any sin, bub after =
moment I said, ¢ True, T am a sinner.”

Altkough I confessed this fact, and showed an enrnest desire for baptism,
yeb the missionary said it was not advisable to bLeptise anyone in a hurry.
Having no other course in the matter I began to wait.

The Saturday after that I was lying on my bed in the hotel, woudering
how the Gospel of Jesus Chrisi could be best pregented to the Muhammadans
of India, when I heard a well-known voice calling e by name. I was sinrtled,
and losking up saw my uncle. He had come to take me home by the next
train, ... ...

We avrived home, but I did not stay long. 1 wag there but a day, when L
escaped and returned to the missionary. Buot again I was taken -home, and
this time my father embraced me, weeping all the time. Again I gob away,
this time with the help of Janik, and 1 went at once to the missionary, and
]fﬁld him that T did not see how I eontd become a Christian duving my father's

ifetime.

Then, with the help of the police, T was canght again and taken hoame,
where 1 was kept under surveillance, and a Moulvie was engaged fo teach me
4he Korar, and for o thme T was afraid that my father was aveanging for me to
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be married to another girl. To have two wives T felt would be the worst of
hindraneces to following Chrigh,

Two years passed.  The Rev, H. Sutton went to Australia, and my people
did not Lrouble me any longer. They thonght that if T was left in peace ab
souie, in time I should aurely come o see that the Mubannnadan religion is
the true one. "Their policy was not to eall e bad names, and if I spoke of our
Lord Jesus, not to object to it.  The min thing was to keep me at home.
IMinding all my people in this frame of mind, I asked permission to be allowed
to visit the Mission House oceasionally. No objection was made. I wenbal
once to Mr. Darber, and showed him two letters Mr. Sutton had given
e, 1 told ki nething of the trouble T had passed thirough., Mr. Barber said
that i T would help him with Bengali, he wonld detvay my expenses.

Oceasionally I wend home, and finding that everyone was sefifiing down to
my way, I askod the missiopary to allow me to go about Mywensivgh selling
Christian books, and to say a word for my new taith.

On one oceasion when 1 went hote I saw my yeung wife SBhuhashini,
and at sight of me she wept bitterly. T wept also, and the thought flashed
across my mind, “ Why should T not try to make her a true belp-meet by
teaching her to know and love ty Lord |

I asked my father to allow Shubashini lo live in ony home, o that 1
might teach her to vead and write in the leisure tiine she had after attending
to all the household duties. Dwuring the time we were together L taught her
much about Jesus, Thus the onc T searcely knew I began to love, and this
new experience lessened to some extent my desive to leave home and live ab
the Mission House.

I cannot say that we koew what true love was. True, she cried for me
and I cried for her, but shie bad ne wish to joiu me in becoming a Christian,
I told her freely nity wind on the matter, still she could not understand my
mind or motive. I was perplexed, what should I do?  Should T go by mjyselt
and be baptised ? Tor about three monthis 1 did not go to Mymensingh, and
I began to wonder what the mission folk would think about e staying away
so long, Mr. Barber was the only one that T had told concerning iy wile;
no one else knew that T wag married. Now how eould 1 tell all the others
that I truly love Jesus, but iny love for iny wife prevents me froin confessing
Him publicly "

(Po be continucd).

CLIPPINGS FROM CURRENT PERIODICALS

From Islamic Review and Muslim India, September :(—

The time is approaching {ast when (God will no wmore remain an absurd
mathematieal problem. even in Christian lands. The thpe will come whan
Europe will be freed of its four curses of welfish tnaterialism, drunkenness,
gambling, nnd licentiousness. The time will come when thie Christian belief
that woman was the cause of that sin with which, according to Christian
nations, all manking is perneated feom bicth will die out. The time will
cowe when innocent and angelie children if they die unbaptised will not be
sent o perdition beeatse of bhe erimes conmuitted by their remotest possible
ancestors, and if they live they will not be allowed to grow up with the de-
moralizing convietion in their mindsthat *hey were born sinners, and that their
sing can only be cleansed by the bloed of Christ. 'The time, in short, will
come, and thal, Insha Allak, scon, when Islam will be accepted by the
Iiuropean nations as THE religion which sagisfles man's reason and conacience
both.  The tiine will come when in Furopean countries Eid-ul-Fitr and other
Muslin festivals will ne more remain novelties, and when the ety of La {laha
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tlizdlah Muhamed Raswlallel will be heard from high minarets five times
every duy from urvopean cities, AL-QipwaL,

From Habul Matin, July 21st, * the Daily Mail in its issue of March
4th, 19185, writes’ :—

It 1 possible that London, e bowe of many members of the fauith of
Lslaw, will before lung have ibs own mosgue, :

At present tho neavest nosque is rt Woking, but an Islamie service is
neld every Friday—the Moslemn Sablath—at Lindsay Hall, Notting Hill Gate.

The work is being uudertalen by the British Mosiew Society, of which
Lord ieadley, & convers vo the Ishunic religion, is president. His Islamic
name is Saifur-Babeon Sheikh Rabmalish Kl-Varoog.

In an inierview with a Daily Madl representative yesterday, Lovd Headley
said that tlie prineipal ditficulty was with regurd to ehoice of a site, although
he thought that in course of time all difficuities would be cleared away.

The Islade faith is inaking considerable hendway in this country,
alikough its ruembers did not set out to proselytise. ‘

No one was ever asked to Join the Istamic religion or fo make profession
of the fuith, He hitusell had never once been asked to become a Moslew, and
had taken the step entirely on his own initiative,

From China’s Millions, July:—

Wilbam  Borden, whose doath we still tnourn, is likely to be used of
God e Ghiipa tiore in death than he might have been in hig lie. A cerbain
portion of his legacy to the Mission has been send to us, and this is being used
for the building of a hospitul foe Mubsimmadans and others in the province
where he hoped so labour. And, besides thig, the story of his lile, entitled,
“A Cruse of Precious Oil,” having been trauslated into Chinese, is being
widely circulated among the Muhammadwig, aud is being eagerly read by
thewn, This rervice of distribution is under the direction of Mi. F. H. Rhodes,
snd b ix the wost definite work for the Mubamwmadans in China that has ever
been undertaken. As a resuly, many missionarigs of our own and other
wissions are beinyg giver new iaterest in the Muhrimadans, and are obtaining
an altogether new hope concerning them. 'Uhues Williaim Borden's Jife is
influencing tlre wissionaries and tetling upon Mubamwadans, and it is difficuls
to antieipate what the end will be. It is a blessed application of the words:
“ He being dead yeg speakeih 1™

From the Times of India, September 8th:—

The Abmediya movement amoug the DMusaltuans, which had its
origin in Gurdaspur in the Punjab, bas secured sbout Shwee thousand
followers in the Moplahi centre of Cannanore in north Malabar. For
some time past the orthodox and this new party which belisves in the
advent of wnother Yrophet like Christ in place of Hsanabt and  whoss
need s & sort of Protestant Mubaminadanistu have been in open hossiliby,
and the latier subjected Go a nuinber of anvoysnces snd ill-treatinent,
The tension has how becowle very severe and pasuphless of an inflaminatory
nebure coleulated o create s disturbance are civeulated broadeast, A
Musaliar of the ortliodox party is reported to have been recently wrrested
by the police. 'Phe neo-Musaltuans wlho are in a minority are petitioning
the district authorities $o afford them protection from the orthodox party
who are hostile towurds them and who bave excluded them $o o certain extent
fromn the mosques.

From Blessed be Egypt:—

About & year and a balf ago, Dr. Hunt brought to us a young convert
from Lslawn, who was o candidate for baptism. 1t was then Jelt that we had
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no work whatever for him, but afterwards Dr. Zwemer suggested that we
should take him, and try to teach him to be a eolporteur, and he would meet
purt of the expense. This young fellow took the nawme of Naarallah, and
war present for the firgt time at the United Colportage Conference at Zeitoun,
where he gave a striking testimrony. He was nob very successful as a snles-
man, and ag there were other things that caused us anxiety, we el that he
needed very earnest prayer,

A charge was brought against hiw, and he did nob seemr to come cut of
it very clearly. Jusb as we were considering what was best $o be done with
him, it was annonuced that he had been tilen by the conscription agents,
and would bave to serve three years as a soldier. We were very disturbed,
and wrotc a paragraph describing his case in “ Blessed be lgypt” for April,
1913 (p. 51). The challenge was then thrown oub—who would take up the
case of Nasrailah and pray him through, sceing that the greater part of his
time would probably be gpent in the Sudan, and in any eage he had been
enrolled under hisg old Moslem nawe. A lady wrote to us from Canada, and
caid that she would be very pleased to undertake this great spivitual rvesponsi
bility ; she would give a cerinin amount of time per day to pray Naseallah
through.

Does it tell of weak faith fio say that the unexpected happoned ¢ We
thought that, through her prayers and the gracious loving kindness of Geod,
Nasrallah would be kept true to the Christlan faith, and that he would be a
Christian at heart. In the jabter part of June, however, vne wag astonished
to see an upright young soldicr at the door of the Kzhekich Church on the
Sunday afternoon., e came to visit us during the weelk, and from his story
not only did it appear that he had remained a Christian at hears, but Ged
had raised up a friend for him in the persan of a British officer, who inter-
ceded for him, and the exceptional privilege of alteration of name had been
manted to biny, i.e., he had really been transferred from the Moslems to the
very few Christians that are to be found in the armny. Towards the end of
July Nasrallah and two other Moslem converts reccived the ordinance of holy
baptisin at the hands of Dr. Zwemer in the Faggala Chuveh, Catro.

While thanking God for this remarkable answer fo prayer, leb us not
forget that Nasrallah’s troubles are not yet over, IIe will need inore prayer
now than before.

From Hablul Main, Se¢ptember Bth -

We cannot but admire the spirit of friendship whieh our Hindu con
temporary (the Bengali) displays for our cominunity. The concluding
paragraph of this unique article should inspire every Hindu and every Moslem
to work in harmony for the glory of onr King-Emperor and our beloved
country. **On this sacred and avspicious occasion, the id-celebration, we
Ilindus pray for the future welfare and regeneration of aur Moslein countrymen
and neighbours, Let us, nlso, foster this sublime example of the spirit of
brotherhood, which iz the gift of Arabia to the world and a source of pride o
all the Asiatics, Let a bridge bo erected $o connect the sage wisdon: of the
Dishiz with this priceless gift which the world has received fromn Arabis.
That union will bring about tho regeneration of huwanity all over the world,
There is no other way for the renlizaion of thiz subliime ideal- May the
religious spirit of Asia permeate the world ! ”

We say Amen to this prayer, which bhreathes the spivit of lofby mtrlot.lsm
and liberal catholicisin. May every Hindu journalist inculeate such noble
leseonsg of brotherhood between the difforent gectiong of the Indian eominunity.
This is the most cerbaln means of promoting entenie cordiale between the
Hindug and the Moslemns of the cowntry. The Bengali, we are glad to
observe, has made its influence felt within one year of its inception. Tt has
a mission before it.
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From The Missionary Review of the World, May:—

One of the chiel sheilchs of the Azhar, wha opeuly resisted every Christian
influener, has now becotue very friendly, in part theough Dy, Ziwemer's in-
fluence and in part beeause of the political change which has put the Engligh
in wapreme control,  r, Zwenrer’s sermony to Moslows axe bringing wany
inquirers to his oftfice for perscnal conversations,

The sbsence of hestiliby toward the Britich, who are the chief forcigners
of the Gulf, helps the missionades, since peace and goodwill faveur their
activities.

Busrah is the mission thal has suffered most from the war: but it has
had less o endare than somwe other imissions in Turkey and in Persia. The
migsionaries were not cownpelled to leave their station, although there were
anxious times when they wondered whether it wonld not be wiser to leave.
Before Turkey entered the war Lhe authorities started to mobilize troops and
to requisition coal and other supplics Lelonging to their own sabjects and to
foreigners. The Biritish Colounel ordered all British shipping to move to Persian
waters wt Muhammarah, and when the Turks announeed that they were going
to tuke over the Irifish post-office Lhe British ceased their madl servics to
Busrah. Later, all the Privish who could Jeft for Muhautrnarah, and when
war was finally declared the four Amorican imissionaries joined the Turkish
Red Crescent Soeiety.

In spite of difhenlties the misstonaries met in Muskat and celebraged
the twengy-fifth anniversary’ of the founding of the Arablan Mission. They
expressed the boliet that never before were the prospects for their work
among the Moslems of Arabin so encouraging, and ashked for six new
missionarics and incecased funds fo meeb Sheir growing responsibilities and
opportunitics.

Brv, It K. Canveurry, Kuwelt, Arvabia.

From the Life of Faith, August 4th:—
To the Bditor of the Life of Faith.

Drar Sk~ Follewing on s powerful address ab Keswick by Dr. Zwewer,
who struck home ko the hearts of hix heowrers Bribain’s responsibiliby towards
the Muhazadans, there gathored a litfle group of men and womzen to pray.
Prager gave place to eager suggestions and plang to work, as well as pray.
Thete was an insistent convietion that a larger cirele miust be reached than
could find u place in that sl wpper room, and a way must be found to
gtir into flame the spark that had caught five. It was urged that a letter
should be sent to the Chureh papers; pleading for a union of the Moslem
workerg abroad and at howe. The voports {frowe Indie bore witness to the
great unifying influence of the Al-Indian Missions to Moslems League.
Thege friends have now scattered, bub they entrusted it to me to write for them,
and bring their desire before your readers.

Most migsions have thelr own union for praycer.  We need an all-
embracing union, that should bind each several vnit into oinc arny for God.

I venture to plead for “ A Fellowship of Prayer, Service, and Sacrifice for
the Moslems ' for all workers on the field and ab home, lor all their friends
and helpers.  The word * fellowship ™ has within 1% a mubual sympathy of
heart and thought, a comradeslip in way, a parinership in saffering. The
word “sacrifice 7 rnay stay sowme frowm joluing vs, but it will raise the value
ol those who do.  We need fellow heirg, fellow workers, fellow servants, and
Afellow suiferers.

We would not wait uptil the issnes of the way are determined, but pray
now with a passionate intensity for those whode faith i in the balance, and
whose lives are being laid down in hundreds for otir sakes.

electronic file created by cafis.org



8 MISSIONARIES PO MUSLIMS LEAGUHK

There has been no time to cominunicate with Dy, Xwemer, but we think
that he would consent to be our leader in this fellowship. We would gather
together and keep o record of the names of all who live and work for Moslewms
everywhere, excepbing India, whizh has her own League Tt will enable us
to know each other at home and abroad, to bear cach other’s burdens in #ines
of special need or distress, to supply each other with munitions of war by
mreans of literature in many languages, and to help us all unitedly tc press
forward our cause at howe, carefully excluding the collection of moncy. We
would gather into the arims of faith the sarrowful, the desclate, and the heart-
broken sons and danghters of Islam, and elaim them for Christ.

Will all those whe would like to join this ** Fellowship of Prayer Hervice,
and Saecrifiee for Moslems " send in their namesto me as temporary secrctary.
We should hove to bring the matter before all the leading Moslem workers,
and ask their co-operation.

Our first united action will be the issue of Dr. Zwemer's Kegwick address
in pamphlet form. We propose to print 10,000 of these in the hope that those
who were so deeply stirred by his words will be glad to distribute thew ia
their own neighbourhood, and thus spread the fire that has been lighted.
Application for fifty or a hundred or five hundred or a thousand of ihese may
be mwade to us.

Yours faithfully in Christ,
Cuffneils, Weybridge, Surrey. (5d.) ANNIE VaN SOoMMER.

NOTES ON MUHAMMADAN

OBSERVANCES

3. Muslim QOaths.

Muslils are considerably given to oaths and, it may be ihuagived, at
times run great risks of condemnation for perjury. The Quran itself contains
many extreme oaths, and it is not surprising that Muslims, in this natber,
initate their Prophet. There are many fine distinctions dreawn, after the
Talmadie manner, a8 o the various kinds and gualities of oaths, wid the guils
of brecking them.  The most effective oathy are, gsaying three times By the
Great God ™ ; taking hold of the Quran and saying * By the Word of God
which thiz containa " ; placing o sword on the Quran and saying, 1 lmnpose
on myself divorcement.”  Notwithstanding this, lying is quite frequent among
the * faithful.”

4. Muslim Sins.

With their belief as to the absoluteness of Divine contral, it is surprising
that Muslims should admit the possibility of sin; but they do this, although
there have been Tong discussions on predestination, and strong endeavours fo
reconeile it with mau’s responsibility. Muslim divines divide sins into two
classes : the Kabirah, or great, which condemn the sinner to a purgatorial
hell ; and Saghir«h or little sing, inherent in man's nature. The greab sius
are gencrally stated as seventeen in number: infidelity, despairing of God's
merey, congidering oneself safe from Hix wrath, bearing false witness, con.
stantly committing little sius, fulsely charging a Muslim with adultery, taking
a false oath, drinking wine, practicing mnagic, defranding oephang of their
propecty, usury, comtnitting adultery, unnatural crime, stealing, murder,
cowardice in battle with infidels, disobedience to parents.

5. Muslim Ablution.

The extreme attention of nost Muslims to ablution of the hands, mouth
and nosc, before eating, is well known. It is a veligious ceremony, depending
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on the traditional precepts of the Prophets. Muslims are to eat in God's name,
o return thanks, tio eat with their right hund, and with their shoes off. The
devil, it is said, has power over that food which is enten without remembering
God, Before beginning it is necessary to say ‘In the nawmue of Ged”, and
after finishing, “Glory to God™. Ablution 1s also essential before worship.
The Quran says, “ O DBelievers, when ye prepare yourselves for prayer, -wash
your faces and bands up to the elbows and wipe your hands and your feet to
the ankles.” The details of this ablution are elaborate, but with practice, it is
performed in three minutes, the worshipper reciting prayers or plous ejaecula-
tions meanwhiie. The full ablution is not insisted on before each prayer tiwe,
if nothing unclean hag been touched and no Linpurity contracted. When water
can not be had, ablution may be perforined with dust or sand. In special
eases washing of the whole body ia preseribed, snd among these occasions -are
tite admission of a convert, Friday prayers, the great {ectivals, and the washing
of the dead, The Tradition says that he who perforrus ablution thoroughly
will extract all gin from Li- body, even though it mey be lurking under his
frager-nails, AB

PRAISE. AND PRAYER

Pioneering in Baltistan.

We give below some extracts fromn a Jebbar posted at Skardu, Baltistan,
written by one of our members, G, A, Heal, Exq., of the Central Asian Mission:

ST expecting to start my velurn journey next Monday, going up the
Burji Lo Pass (15,400 feet) and then across the Deosad Plateatt to Gurais and
Bandipur. I bave covered a prefity wide field since I ecnmne up here, having
warched about 350 miles to date. I have had opportunities of witnessing
and telling the Gospel message in some 20 Baltistan villages outside of
Skardu ; have sold anbout 100 Gospels in some six or seven languages and given
away 100 or so free Urdu ones, beesides tractzs nud leatlets. In many places
in outi of-the-way valleys I haven’s been able to do much beeause people have
not known Urdu. I came up here, via Sonamarg Dras and Kargil and the
Indus Yalley, then froun here T went North up the Shigar Valley for some
40 wiles then across the Ganto La Pass (15,000) to the Turmik Valley, dawn
that to the Indus Valley in the Hondu district then up the Indus o heve, T
gob bael last evening. It is 2 large field, as yeb unoscupied for Christ, but g
very needy and, I think, a prownising one. Almost all the Baltis are Sbiah
Moslemns, though here in Skardu are a few Sunnis and in Shigar ave sowe of
the * Nar Baksh ™ sect. Many of the people seemn guite bright and intelligent
though simple in their lives and habits-—most of thews are very poor. I have
meb several Bajahs nand have hiad interesting and I teast helpful talks with
them, and to most of thew | have given New Testarnents in Urdu or Persian.
It is a rough country thongh—huge barren vocky mountains, wide sandy
wastes in sonie of valleys with patches of green whercver villages are loested,
The roads (?) in the novthern valleys are sometimes very bad —several places
there have only been narrow ledges in the rock face some considevable height
ahove a river or streatn and one has had to eling on the niches and crevices
while croasing.”’

Victories of the Cross in the N.~-W. Frontier Provinces.

Last year in June » young Mussalman, from one of the Frontier Provineces
gave himself up to Jesus Christ, His father was well known as a wealthy and
bigoted Muhammadan, and, on the lad’s becowing a Christian, the news wag
published in the Muhammadan newspapers and senf the length and breadth
of Indis, Naturally persecution in various forms followed; and, what wae
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worse, bribes were offered, women were sent to weep ab hig fee, and tempta-
tions of every kind came to draw Fath away from his new Master and Saviour.
But praise God he came oub of the trind with a firmer trust in, and a deeper
love than ever for, Christ.

The question of his baptizm came op, and to the dismay of his Christian
friends, he said firtnly he wounld never be baptized &ill he had won a** brother”
—* at least one, but I hope it will be three or four,” he gaid.

From that time he sought to becoms a ** Figher of men,” and every one
he spoke to had to eonsider the yuestion whether he would aceept Jesus
Christ as his Saviour. No oppormunity was lost when travelling by train, or
in stage bungalows or in the bizdrs. Ekka-walas, guards, beggars, coolies,
policernen, and men of hiz own class, all had to consider the gquestion, ** will
you become a disciple of Jesus 27 :

A book of pictures of the life of Chriss ke kept in his pocket and bhis was
brought out on all occasions to emphasize his words. The picture of the
Crucifixion was the special one he showed to everyone. He also mnde n greab
point of speaking of the Ten Commandments.

With a slap on the back, an embrace and & bottle of lemonade he often
weuld establish o friendship between himself and lads of his own age.
* People are hungry for love,” he would say, © Everything is won by lovel”
He only read 1 Cor. 13 and the Ist epistle of St. John later, but the Holy
Spirit had revealed to him the meaning of the words long before,

In Septeraber, 1814, he attended the Hialkot Convenei.n, and in the
Prayer voow he learned the meaning of prayer in a new way. He also learned
thati in the guiet not only can woman speak to God through Jesug Christ, bub
God will speal to b, Life beeame a new shing to hitn when e found that
God answered prayer, and he sought for souls in prayer now rather than
working in his strength. Souls he sought and God gave him souls. Day
after day epquircrs would come. Generally after dark they would cowe,
fearing lest their Muhamumadan friends wounld see them. Some proved false,
fio his great grief, but many are turning out fo be true, snd to his joy as well
a8 S0rTow koine are being persecubed for Christ’s sake.  * Pathans xBmD
persecntion to make thewn value Christ and His salvation ” hie explained. < If
a Christian gets bo persecution whab sorh of a Christian is he, I should like to
lkenow 27 . :

Ab the end of the next gummer he had four * brothers ” ready to be
baptized; and we had the joy, at the Sialkot Convention this year, of seeing
the six youug mel stand up and eonfess Cheist in baptisny. One of these is
frem the borders of Punch, one fromn Kabul, and the others frow the N.-W.
Frontier Provinece. Many other young men are seeking thelr opporbunity
of gelting away from their country and coming out as Christians. Tet us
preyy that each ove will he able in tiiee to go back to his couniey and give the
Gospel of Balvadion to his own people.

H. M. AL
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189, Rev. Yusud ... 0. P. Mission, Mianwala, Panjab,
190. TImayat Ullah, Lisq. .. U. P. Misgion, Jhetum, Punjab.
191, Adjutant Phnw-Smith . Salvation Army, Luhore.
192, Ltev. John Van Hss, .. Avabian Mission, Busrah, Persian Gulf.
193, Miss Mary J. Camplell ... U. P. Mission, Pathaukat, Punjab.
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