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HOW CHRIST WON MY HEART.
V. Pror. R. Smad-vp-Dix, B.A., Lakore

The means that the Tord used in bringing me to Himgell were my edu-
caticn in a Mission school and a Mission college. I received my fivgh im-
pression at an age that has been regarded as the most suitable age for
conversion, viz., the idyllic and idealistic age between 13 and 16. Almost
the only Christians with whom I became acquainted during the period of
inquiry were my school teachers and College professors, The firsti thing
that impressed me in school was the Saviour's meckness both in life and
teaching, and the practioe of that meckness by two Christinn teachers whom
Iknew. A great impression on my mind was made later through the car-
nest teaching of the Christian Head Master (now with the Lord), though ho
was & strict disciplinarian. While giving the class a lesson from Dr,
Murray Mitchell's Letfors to Indian Youth, he closed with the remarvk
“Think and be saved.”” These words T wrote on the pulpit of the school
chapel, near which I was seated in my class. The beantilnl Christian life
of the Missionary in eharge of the school deepened the impression, and if
was he to whom for the first and only time in school T disclosed the condi-
tion of my heart in a letter. The only sentence T used to make this known
was “ The seed seems to have been sown.”

Dr. Mitchell through his book, whieh first stirred the spirit of inguiry
in me, rendered me a great service, hy emphasising in the introduction to
his book, the fact that man™y thoughts were incapable of eomprehending
God and hence the absolute need of casting oneself on God in prayer. 1
started saying Mohamedan prayer five times aday. Since 1 could under-
stand Arabic, I knew what T wasg asking and also made ample usc of per-
sonal prayer in the vernacular at the end of the canonical prayer. I felt ax
thongh the spirit and the ideal that actnated my life were Christian, while
the methad of praying was Mohamedan. ‘This prayer life was so all-absorh-
ing that offen | was unconseious of the world areund me, while praying.
My experience would repudiste the sweeping charge against Mohamedan
prayer, viz., that it is always mechanical and formal.

In the early stages of inguiry the very foundations of religious belict
were subjoeted to the work of demolition and reconstruction. Fyen the
belief whether there was any God or not was questioned. But beginning
with a life of prayer and with the Islamie grounding in religion, such ques-
tions tronbled me for a very short time indeed. My period of inquiry was
somewhat nsaally long, cxtending over about 10 years, Books played a
comparatively small part in my search after truth.  Mental compavison and
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meditation for hours togother every day occupied most of my time. Though
the heart was carly won by the atiraction of Christ’s personality and eharac-
tor and my leanings were move in favour of Christianity, yet the idea of
separation from Islam was most heart-rending.  This fecling was intensi-
fied Ly the [act that T had known saintly lives iu Tslam and had heard of a
snecession of such ives among my own ancestors.  How to reconcile these
facts with the eclaim that Christlanity was the only troe religion was the
hardest problem.

On one oceasion, when the struggle was at it height, T absentod my-
self from college for three days, shut myself up in 4 room, whence 1 came
out only for meals to aveid inquisitiveness on the pavt of people at home,
and spent most of this time in prayer and weeping, T desired and partly
expeeted (tod to come to me visbly and make his will known regarding
ilis ecternal truth. No materially visible sign was given. But on the
morning probably of the thivd duy o Foneral passed through the street
under the window of my rveom and the professional mourners were sing-
ing o Persian verse which means :—* Be not forgesful (of cternal lite), for
you will not have a second chance tolive this preciouslife again.” T closed
thig period of special meditation with increased conviction that T should
stand up for my belief, bnt did not have enongh moral conrage to take the
practical step.

This continued procrastiation and antagonism between the life of
thought and the life of action created in me » mental habit of delay and in-
decision, so much so that in an ungunarded moment it plunged me into a
deadly sin, which though momoentary in its actusl onslaught, and thongh
repeutance was as instantaheous as the onslanght was sadden, permeated my
entire conscionsness sl had a most painfally dulling effect on my sensitive-
ness to sin, The moral vision was clouded. It played havoo with the life
of ecommunion and fellowship. But the sense of the need of a Saviour wag,
perhaps, in some ways intensified. The momentum of tho search of pre
vious years, howover, continued to exert itsell and there was not a single
day, during the next five years till my baptism, when the thonght of the
Great Decision way absent from my mind [or an hour. Tt militated against
the consideration of minor questions of marringe and the choice of a pro-
fession and covery plan or scheme concerning future life.  Still leaning on
{tod in prayer, until the last day I continued te say the Mohamedan pray-
ors and obgerve the season of Fasting, t111 [ found a substitute for them.

Like the man hiding the treasure that he had found, T zealously guar-
ded my thoughts and convictions all this while and my first open confession
was in the presence of a teacher in whom T had confidence and for whom I
cherished much regard. This confession was, however, entirely foreed
out of me by a serious attack of fever, when I imagined myselt face to
face with death and realized the absolate need of decision. The public
confession and haptism did net cone till ahout three or Eour years alter
that.

The lossons from my experience are: (1) The value of getting hold of
the youth at the right and impressionable age.  (2) The value of prayer in
all religions quest. {8) Maithfulness in the teaching of the Word of God
and the value of the Bible period in schools and eolleges. (4} The impor-
tanee of persuasioun. under the guidance of the Spirit of Ged, to an inguirer
Lo come out, and the dangers ol procrastination. {(5) The value of Fduca
tional Missious, provided the Missionary motive and policy holds the firsi
place in the whole schome as well as in the details of work,
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THE KENNEDY SCHOOL OF MISSIONS.

One service which this paper can perlovm ts to call to the attention of
our members—mauy of whom will in time be proceeding on Furlough—centroy
of rest and spudy in the West where the furlough scason can profitably L
spent. Attention has already been enlled to the Cairo Stady Centre, and
we should welcome articles tvom our readers describing other schools of
which they have personal knowledge. This article is designed especially
for those who might be spending their furlough in America. Those who
know the city of Hartford, situated half way Detween Boston and New
York, on the main line of Baitway, will perhaps agree with the writer that
no more delightful and resttul spot could be found for a year's vesidence.
The Kennedy School of Missions at Hartford, affiliated with Hartford
Theological Sowinary and Harbford Scheol of Religiows Pedagogy, is a
divect outgrowth of the Hdinburgh Conference and may now be said to
hawe outlived ity experimental period, after three years of rapid develop-
ment. Last ycar there were 46 regular students enrolied, representing
nearly every Protestant Foreign Missionary Board in America, and somo
in Bngland, and about evenly divided befween ontgoing missionaries and
those on furtongh, The devotional and social life of ihe stodents of the
sehools s exceptionally strong and ingpiring. thanks to the untiring efforts
and rare spirit of the organizing scerctary, Ur. B. W. Uapen, and Mrs.
Copen. Tt is porhaps on the Muhammadan side that the school is strongest
owing to the presence of DProf. Duncan B. MacDonald, Professor of
Hebrew in the Beniinary and Professor of Arabic and of Mahammadanism
in the School of Misgions, Dy, Zwemer once told the writer that, if he had
hig will, every misgionary purposing to work among Muhammadans would
have a period of stndy with Dr. Maecdonald, and Dr. John R. Mott has
more than ance said the same.  The two men who with Dv, iwemer have
heen most influentisl in bLuilding up the Cairo Study Centre, Messrs.
Gairdner and MacNeile, huve both ypent a winter at Hartford with Prof.
Macdonald in order to iake advantage of his exceptional knowledge of
Mubsmmadan Theology, Civilization and Religious Life, which is happily
combined with a deep and genuine missiouaty luterest, as veadors of his
hook, * Aspects of lslam,” can testify. His two other most imporiant
books, which should be in the library of missiouavies to Islam, are ** Muslim
Theology, Jurisprudence and Constitutional Law ™, and * The Religious
Attitude and ITife in Islam”, the latter being the only book yet written
which deals extensively with the occult and psychic phases of {zlam, from
the standpoint of modern psychological and psychical studies.

The ¢lasses in Phonetics and in Blementary Arabic (botlt classical wnd
modern) are taught by Prof. W, ¥, Worrel), while Prof Maecdonald has
the advanced Arabie, ezpecially for missionaries on furlough, contivmally
adapted, as are his courses in Islam, to meet the individual requircments ol
the students preseut at each session. In previous years he has toveved
the study of texts in theology, law, philosoply, and mysticism; cxegesis of
and commentaries on the Qur'an; history of Mnslim civilization, ete.

Apart from the spectal Muhammadan interest, for missionaries in
India there are courses by Rev. d. P. Jones (late of the Awerican Board
Mission in ludia), iz India’s Higtory. Governmeut and People, the History
of Missions in Indis, Missionary Problemy, and the Religions of Indin; Dr
F. 1. Necld deals with missionary propagands, in Novth India; Rev Henry
Fairbank teaches the language and conditions of the Marathi country ; and
Dr, Barret, of Trinity College, Hartford, gives instruction in Sanskrib.
Each year there are also many special lectures dealing with different phases
of India’s Life and Religion. Students i the Behool can avail themselves,
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to the extent of their time and inclination, of the courses offered in the
Theologiral Seminary and the School of Pedagogy, by the distinguished
«cholars who occupy the various chairs. The English Bible, Christian
Doctrine, Philosophy, Psychology, Pedagogy, Hymuody, Church History,
Homiletics and Klocution are among the many subjects which may be
olected. Those desiving the year-book of the Hariford Seminary Founda-
tion and any further information regarding the Kenmedy School of
Missions, shonld write to :-—
Epwarh Wanrey Carex, Pu.D,
Seeretary, Kennedy School of Missions.
Hartford, Conn.,, U.5.A.

The Secretary of this League. a former student of the School, will
likewise be pleased to give what further information he can to any who
may desive it

PRAISE AND PRAYER.

He staggered not ot the promise of CGod througl wnbelief ; bl was strong in
with, qiving qlory fo God, ond being fully persuaded thal wha! He lad
promised, He wag albile also lo porforme.”  Row. iv: 20, 21,

Rangoon: ‘The Afghan of whom I have been writing of late has carcfully
taught hig family the way of salvation, and his wife confesscd her faith in
Christ hefore the Church and was received for baptism on the 11th July Jaat.
Shorbly after this they requested that shey might return with the Bible to
their households left behind in Hazro.

Tiliss’ father wrote that he would come to Lahorc to meet them, and
take them back to his own house. It was the stormy monsoon and they
guffered much from sca-sickness on the way to Caloutta, so they spent a
tow days there to recuperate and then proceeded on their journey.

Pray enrnestly that the Tord will give them an abundant entrance
among the Muslims to whom they go; and that thoy may be always
i sbedient to the faith,” They depend on the promise * Lo, I et with you
always”?, and trust the Master’s word, * Ask and ye shall receive”, My
grace is sufficient for thee” H. M. N. ARMSIIRONG.

Madhupur, Panjab: Fray for a Muhammadan convert who is thinkin
of entering onur Theological Seminary this Pall, that he may not be deterre
from his purpose and may fully consecrate his life to God’s service.

Pray also for two Muhsammadan converts who are faking a two years’
Normal Course in Rawal Pindi, preparatory to teaching in Middle Schools,
that their liveg may be wholly consecrated to God's scrvice.

C. and B, Wuson,

Lahore: Pray for the Muhammadan students in Forman Christian Cole
lege and in the Y. M.C A , that in the daily Bible fcaching of the college
and in the Evangelistic meetings and Bible classes of the Association, the
Tely Spirib may move the hearts of many 1o au opeu confession of Christ.

electronic file created by cafis.org



MISSIONARILES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUE. 5

Ahmadiya Initiation,

Review of Religions, for May. contalus a Fogy ror INITIATION 1XTO THE
Aunaniva Moveusnr.

FJ-'!
0
Hazrar Kuatarsron Masin TT
Minza Basmir-vn-Dix Mansunr Auxan Sautn,

Most Revegexp Sik,

Peace be with you. T have gone through the conditions of Butal, the
Articles of Faith, the duties of Ahmadis and General Instructions, and have
accepted them. I, having filled up the anuexed form, send it to you and
pray that my Baiat will he acceptod

I hear witness that theve is no God bnt fed. e is one, Laving np
partner, and Mubammad is the servant and messenger of God.

son of enter tho Ahmadiya Movement at the
Lands of Mahmud und ask purdou for all my sins.  In fnture T will try my
best (o guard mysclt agninst alf kinds of sing. [ never sef up equals to God
and will give precedence to my religion bofore all worldly considerations. 1
will try to learn, teach or hear the Holy Quovan and the Traditions. 1 will
consider the propagation of Tslam as the first of my doties. T will obey you
in everything good that you will tell me. T consider our Lord Muhammad
(peace e upon him) to be the seal of the praphets and believe in all the
claims of the Promised Messiah.

1 beg pardon from Allaly, my Lord, for all my sins and turm to Him.
I beg pardon from Allah, my Lord, and tarn to Him.

Oh, my Lerd, I have wronged my soul and T confess all iy sins.
Pray forgive my sins, and there is no forgiver except Thee.

Oh, my Lord, 1 have wronged my soul and confess all my sins.
Pray forgive my sins, and there is no forgiver except Thee.

Oh, my Lord, I have wronged my soul and I confess all may sins.
Pray forgive my sins, and thete is no forgiver except Thee.

Amen! Amen!
Signature
Address

% Review of Religions."

The June Reuiew of Religions containg an nteresting letter from Abdut-
lah Allahdin of Secunderabad, showing, according to the caption, “ How a
notable member of the Khwaja Jama'at became a disciple of Ahmad.” 11
is a change indeed from the following of the princely yet cosmopolitan Aga
Khan, at home in auy court or company, to that of the modest, youthlul,
geelasive “ second Khalifa ” of the Qadian community. .

The same papor shows (sie) at great length how the present war i mar-
‘i‘gl[;tgnsly fulfitling certain of Ahmad’s © carthquake ” prophecics of the year

Rev. W, 1. White of Brahmanbaria, recently returncd from furlongh in
New Zealand, writeg : * You muy not have heavd that some one is sending the
Review of Religions to the public libraries of New Zealand. T was surprised
to tind that there was u copy in nearly every lilvary in the principal fowns.
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Among Egypt's Youth.

In & recent issuc of The (hristica Work (New York) we are told :—
Rev. Stephen Van R. Trowbridge, who began his work as a Sunday
School Migsionary to Moslem. children on Christmas Day, 1914, in Catro,
Kgypt, reports a number of interesting experiences he has recently been
having. Perhaps the most unusual was a visit to the Ancient Moslem
Theological Schoel, K1 Azhar, where there are 10,000 Moslem men and
boys preparing to spread the religion of the star and crescent. Mr.
Trowhridge was tor six years a Missionary in Turkey and can speak the
Tarkish language fluently. He was thereforc invited to address the
hundreds of Turkish ssudents whe are in attendance at Kl Azhar. 1In
the course of hiy remarks he asked if they wounld like fo study with him
the New Testament, and received trom & large number an atfirmative
answor.  He iginow preparing to meot the Turkish students m their
hostels in Caire and read the New Testament with them in Tuarkish,

The Quran in Hindi.
Freom the fadian Witness we clip the lollowing :—

Of many other valuable coutributions contributed by Rev, Dr
Almed Shal, 8.7'.(1. Missionary, Hamirpur, U.P., enriching Christian
Liveratnre in view of the study of Comparative Religions, the Quran
m Hindi stands, ns 16 were, head and shoulders above the rest. It has
been translated from the original Arabic text. The language is idio-
matie, sentences concise and hrief, and well ordercd and arranged
agcording to the thought of the toxt. The hold of the “ Mohammedan
Missionary ” {as the translator may be rightly called) on the original
language, and his anthority on the principles of Mohammedanism, are
an earnest of the genuincness of the hook.

It will be useful not only to the Hindi-knowing preacher hut to his
Moslom brother as well, to whotn Arabie 1s Greek. The book will open
ap a new vista of knowledge in the Mohammedan world, for it will
bring home the ideas and thoughts of the Arabian Prophet in one's own
native language.

The price of the Look is Rs. 2-8-0 net, and may be secured from
Bev. Ahmad Shah, 8.P.G, Mission, Hamivpur, C.2.

Members' Addresses.

We expect to issue a list of the names and addressos of members of
the League, as & supplement to News and Nofes, in the near futiare, and we
hope that any members who are receiving News and Notes at & former
address will send the correct address to the Seerctary at once.

Files of News and Notes.

1f any members who are not keeping files of News und Notes can send to
the Secretary any of the under-mentioned issues, now out of print, they will
be conferring a benefit on cthers by whom complete files ave desived. Those
gpecially wanted are August 1912, Webrnary 1913, Januarvy, April, May
1914, January, February, March, 1915,

Found Useful,

Dro J. P MeKee, oue of onr translated Missionaries, gave me these
suggestions for nge when Mahommedans begin caviling about Josus being
the son of God. He said, “ In ne cage bring the snbject up yoursclf, bub
when thoy do, agk what they mean by the term.  When they give their ides,
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touch your car and the ground {as they do) snd way, * Tanba, tanba, yih
kufr hai, hamn logon ka aisa khiyal nahig hua,” and tell them “ Son ” means
to us, co-oqmal with the Fathor (Ju. x. 30, 56-38), or has the meaning
of Jove.”

Another method he used to show that Christ was saporior to all other
prophets way this, * Death is onr greatest enemy, the enemy of the whole
world. All men up to the preseat time have fought against him, bus did not
prevail, and there is no hope that we shall withstand him any bester, hut
still there Is an instincs (agla-i-haiwani) teaching us to oppose death ; which
reveals the fuct that there is a means of overcoming him. Adam, Moses,
Abraham, David, Joly, and all the prophets, even Muhammad, have been
laid in the dust, and have been overcome by him, go how can we expect help
from them ? Tlelp can only come from Christ, who bas overcome death, and
is worthy to ascend to heaven,” S R

Village Zenana Work.

One of the newer warkees in the Punjab, writing abont her prospective
work during the coming winter, malkes this thought-provoking comment. : —
U1 believe for the village people it will be lifc that tells as mach as
preaching, and T waunlb very much this coming winter to go camping
from village to village just with an Indian woman alone. She is a
Mohammedan convert and cxceedingly good with the people, and my
idea is to live with her as «imply as possible so that the people can come
near and not feel we are richer and grander than themselves or apart
from them in any way. I believe il they could sece how Christ can hel)s
one to be pure in everyday life they might he more attracted than when
one just preaches in o village and then drives off back to a big house
and cvery selfish comfort.”

— —

NOTES ON MUHAMMADAN OBSERVANCES.

[We begin this month a series of notes on Muhammadan enstoms, with
suggestive applications to the Christian life, by Rev. Ahmad Shah of Hamiv-
par, which we foel surc will prove of great value to moembers of the
League, especially fio those who have ounly reccutly begnn work among
Mubammadans = X nrok. ]

1. Friday in Muslim States.
Friday, the Sabbach of the Muslims, i8 observed in o less rigorous
manner than Sunday i¢ by the Protestant Christians, This consecratoed
riod commences on Thursday eveuing, when an appearance of festivity
18 given to the ncarest villagos by the illnminated minavess of the mosques,
At noon on ¥riday cvery kind of husiness is suspended, and the fajthfal
repair to the eentral mozque (Jama-i-Musjid.)  Prayers are repeated by the
people after the Imam and a sermon is then preached by the Imam. Poinks
of morality, and not of controversial fheolagy, are the general subjects of their
disconrges. The prayers and preaching being conchuded, every one refurns
to his ordinary occupation or amusement.  ‘The day is, however, observed in
the manner preseribed by the law by all vanks of persons, nnd the words of the
prophet are never forgotten, that he who without legitimate causes absents
himself from public prayer, for three snceessive ridays, is congidered to
havejabjured his religion. Do not many Christians absent themselves for
-months from public places of prayer ! What s the canse and the remedy ?
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z. The Fast of Ramazan.

No sacred institution is more strietly and genevally observed by the
Muslim than the Fast of Ramazan, A violation of it in any Muoslim King-
dom, by any individual, gives to him the character of aun infidel and apos-
tate; and the deposition of two wiinesses ¢o his offence renders him worthy
of death. Perfect abstinence from ev ery kind of support to the body, oven
from the refreshment of perfumes, is observed from the rising to the setting
of the san. The rich and plons Muslim passes the hours in meditation and
prayers; the luxurious grandecs sleep the tedious time away; but the
industrions mechanic feels in his daily labour the vigour of the fast. When
the month of Ramazan happens to come in the extremities of the scasons,
the prescribed abstinence is almost intolerable.  Tu our School for Muslim
girls, it somctimes surprises me to see a girl of eight years keeping the fast.
Thres years ago one of these girls who was only ten years old was told by
her mother that as she was very weak sho should not observe fast. The giri
answored that if she were not allowed to kecp fast she would drown herselt
in the well at their doovr.  Suck is the veligions spirit amongst Muslims of
the old school. Bnt the new party shaped at Algarh has uo such regard
for thetr religions cercmonies. As a matter ol {act they do not believe in
revealed veligion. A Christian has surely many lessons to learn from the
Muslim's adherence to the fast. Zeal, contentment and self-sacrifice for
the sake of his religion are characteristic of the Muslim popualation all over
the world,

A S

NEW MEMBERS.

184, Tev. H. F. Tavy, M. w (LM B, Bagdad {at present sta-

. tioned in Peshawar, N~W. F.P.)

185, Rey. H. D. Griswold, Ph.D. . Secerctary, Amer. Pres. Missions
in India, Ssharanpore, 1.7,

186, N. (!, Wonglen, Esq. .. DBasel Mission, Cannanore, N.
Malabar.

187, Rev. G. P. Tasker .. Chureh of God Mission, Tahore.

188. Miss Maya Das ... Kinnaird College, Lahore.

Avnunal Subseriplion io the League is Re 2 (23, 81.). Members are reqiesied
to sewd newss wed vequests for prager Lo

TE. A. WaLren,
Y.MALAL, Fahore. TTon. Sec. MM, League,
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