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HOW TO PRESENT THE DOCTRINE OF
ATONEMENT TO MUSLIMS

¥ start with the assumption, that while we missionaries ought, in present-
ing Christian trubh to unbetievers, fo conform ouar statements, ard our ywwethods
of making them, entirely so God’s revelation, nob dreaning of watering down,
or explaining away, any clear statanient in the Bible,—at the wmwe tims we
should, as far a8 we can consistently with this ain:, proeeed on the line of
leash resistance. Sooner or later, andin many cases much sooner than later,
we shall have to state the whole trath, however unpalatable it may be to
our hearers! bub at tirst, in order Lo win a hearing at all, we may well keep in
the background those fruths, or those methods of stating them, which
specially offend those whom we wish to win, and dwell on other sides of the
truth, which are less likety to aronse their opposition. And we may the more
safely do thiy, when we find that the less offensive method was employed
by the Apostles, and iz thersfore decidedly seviptuyal,

T think these general vemarks clearly apply to our presentation of the
Atovement to Muslims., For ourselves, indeed, we delight to bask in the ful}
truth that the Sinless One * was made sin for us, that we wight be made the
righteousness of God in Him " ; that * Gad was in Christ reconciling the
world unto bimself 7 ; that, in fact, He 20as God while He hung on the crosa.
and that it wag His Godhead which imparts the atonivg power to His death,
even as His Manhood made that death possible. And sooner or later we
mush not sbeink from these statements, specially if guestivned by onr inquirer
about theni. Wor indeed, without them we cannot make our account of the
Atonement n logical ere.  The Atonement would bave heen impossible wish-
out the Incarnation ; and fhe Incarnation postulates the efernal Ieity of the
Son of God.

But af fivsy is it necesgary in every case to state these truths? [ think
not. Nor do we find that the Apostles did so in their preachings to unbe-
lievers, either Jews or Gentiles, At firsh, indeed, they seem to have heen far
more oeeupied with laying the foundation of all their preaching in the Resur-
rection and Agcension of Christ, and His cowming again to judge. They did,.
indeed, speak of Him as the only Saviour {Acts 4: 12), and proclaimed remis-
sion of sing only through His name (Acts 10: 48) ; but this does nob necessarily
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imply a full explanation of the Atonement through Hix death; which they
seem to have mentioned far inore as the guilty act of the Jows than as an
atoning sacrifice.  And in these early stalentents, the Apostles were very
careful fo explain all she work of Christ as dod's werk through Him,
vather then as e own personal work.,  See Aty 2: 92, 23; 10: 36, 88.
The » For (rod was with Him,” in this last verse, seems to express saacinetly
the way i which the Aposiles, tu general, set Christ belove their hearers. [é
is very true hmt 3t Panl tells us that, jv Corintly, he laid special sbress on © fhe
erosy of Christ,” and that i spite of, and perhaps because of, the opposition
to ib of philosophie Greeks and siga-seeking Jews ; but there is no rveason o
guppose that, in sayviog thet he * determined to know aothing awong thew
gave Jesux Chrigt, aud Him crucified,” he meant by the lust words * the
doctrme of the Atonement,” s 16 15 often interpreted. To  thers that are
called,” indeed, he expounded the evueified Saviour as thereby **the power
of God and the wisdora of God.”" ot this was part of the * wisdom 7 which
he * spake among then thas ave perfect,” and which even the OChrigtians st
Corinth seen to have been, for the mosh part, too infwetile in thelr ith fo
apprehend fully,

For my own part, T have always prefereed, wheve possible without s
naderstanding, to present Cheist’s Atonement ko Muslimsa as God's work
rather than OChrist’s own work; except of course that God did i6 through
Chirist, and thad the latber submitted Himself willingly to be wmade God's
ingtrinnent m this,  In other wards, that God offered Jesus Chyist, the sinless
Man, ad o sacrifice for the sing of 2l otherz; Jesus Iimsell willingly nceept-
ing this part, in perfect subraission {* Islam ") o God’s will, and indeed
niaking that will His own.  There gecmns good ground for thirking tids waw
of putting the matter, as far as it goes, fo be senpsural; in fact, to be the way
which our Tord Hinwelf often adopted.  In John 10: 17, 18, in spesking of
His lewm;, down His life for the sheep, thongh He says, YT lay it down of
myself,” yet He speaks of Himself as deing this by delegarcd o nbhority
(exousia), avd adds, © This commandment I have received of wy l*&thu
Soin John 14 31, He explaing His allowing * the prince of the world”
come, thouwgh he hatl nothing o Me,”" by saying, As the Fnt.her
gave me commandment, so [ do.”  Awd s nob this the way in which ihe
savionr genevally preferred that His work, in all 145 parts, should be regarded,
#iz., as earried oul in complete suborditation to the IPather 7 And have we
uny reason §o suppose thet He has changed His wind in this matter sinoe
His exaltation 7 Did He not, in mm&il‘egting Himself to 836 Johi ta Patrnos,
love to spesk of Him s iy God 7 (Hev. 3. 2, 12, four times) ?

It may be objected to all this, that the Muslimy does not egncede the
nitial fact, that Christ died at all.  OFf conrse, a8 long ag a person wsintains
this position, 1t is uselese to tallk of His atonement at all; unlesy, indeed,
one coni code up fo hiw from the rear so to speak, by proving the necessiby
{or some Alonement, and then ghewing that only One was worthy of being
offeved for the sing of alf.  But this tuvelves a long detour, and would only
in certain cases be atterapted. AU T ¢an say in extenuafion of the ditheulty
is, first, that some Muslims are tou ignerant to know, or to remembet, that
the uran denies the deathz of Christ ; and on the other hinnd, that there are
many in [ndia now, who are %uﬂlclenﬂy educated $o know that the historical
faeb of that Death cannob be denied by any well-informed pevsou,

It is with some diffidence that I have put forth my views on this gubject
at all, for she perussl of very many who are far more eompetent o deal wiih
this subject ; and I shall be very glad to be criticised without wercy, if wy
views seern o any to be dishonouring to our divine Master.

W. Hoorer,

Aligarh, 18 Feb., 1914
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DR. ZWEMER'S VISIT TO INDIA

The following commpunication has been received from the Hev. 1N, Frenchy,
M4, relative fo the above —

“ Dr, Zwemer wishes to visit India on his way to China, and confer with
as inany as possible on the position of cur Missions o Muslims. )

* The Metropolitan (Dr. Lefroy) is anxious to secare such a Conference, if
possible.  As Dr. Zwemer passes here during the ¢ Monsoon,” the meeting
could be on the plains, A ‘hill ' meeting in the clouds and rain is not
pleagant, and enquiries hove elicited few hopes of the snccess of such, 14
meant Mugsootie in July, or Simla in October. The firsk zuite fow, and the
last does not suit Dr. Zwemer.

“Wo propose now Colceutla as the place and Joly as the nonth,

* Will those who acquiesce in this as the most feasible arvangsment kindly
pub that opinion (or another) on a post eard, adiress and post it to Rev
R. French, 8. ©. G. Miscion, Hyenlla, Bombay.”

‘“ THE MOSLEM WORLD"’

Urgent Appeal Irom Dr. Zwemer

by Zwemer writes :-—

“ Of #ll counlries Tndia oceuplies the cliief place 1w this problen) (e, 1
the conversion of Moslema).,

Jg our Quarterly of veal help ?

If af &8, will you wecure for us sorue new subseribers ?

Unless we stand by each other in this enterprise, the Quarberly cannot be
improved and made fo serve 1bs purpose effectively,

Noone covebs your co-operation more earnesfly baan does the Lditor,
and anything you ean do to help reach the ideal we have set before us will be
greatly appreciated.

We need .

1. Strong articles.

2. Up-to-date information.

8. Above all, @ larger cirele of swbseribers.”

The Missionaries o Muslitus League pumbers over 200 members.  Chat
should mean 200 Subscrebers.  Can we nob gek 260 9

Who will be local secretary ?  Perhaps there is one alveady. 1If so, wo
should like to know who is acking in that capacity.

A USEFUL ILLUSTRATION

A wemtber of the League, in forwarding the following quetation from
Drutnmond’s * The Ideal Life,” writes as follows :——*The other day I was
reading something of Henry Drumrmond, and wag immensely strock wikh
the apthess of the enclosed passage as an illustration for waorkers among
Moslems.”

From Henry Drammond's © The Ideal Life”—

* There are two ways of looking af God's will—one looking at the love
side of it, the other at the law; the one ending in triumph, the other in
despair ; the one & liberty, the other a slavery, Onc might itlustrate it in some
such way ag this,
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“ Buppose you go info a workshop oceasionally and wateh the workmen st
their task. The majority do their work in an uninterested mechanical sort of
way, BEverything is done with the most proper cxactness and precision—
almest with slavish precision. They come exactly a¥ the hour in the morning,
and throw down their work to a sacond exacily when the closing bell has rung.

* There is a corfain punctilionsness about them, and & serupolosity about.
their work ; and as part canse of 1%, perhaps, you observe an uneomforfable
turning of the head ocoasionally, as if some eye were uvpon them, then a
dogged going on with their work again, as if it were always done under some
restraint. I3ut among the workmen you will notice one who seems to work
on different principles. There is a buoyancy and cheerfulness about him
as e goes about his work, which is foreign to all the rest. Vou will see him
at his place sowetimes even before the bell has rung, and if unfinithed work
be in s hands when closing iitne has come, he does not mind an extra five
minutex when all tho obhers are gone. What strikes you about him is the
absence of that ponctiliousness, which marked the others’ work. Tt does
not seem at all a tyranny to hin, but even a Freedorn and a pleasure; and
though he is apparently not so mechanieal in hiz movements as his mates,
hiz work gecins better done and greater, despite the ease and light-heartedness.
which wark him through its course.

“ Now the difference botween thein is this. ‘The first seb of nen are hired:
workmen. The wman by hinwsel! is the inaster’s son. Noft that he is out-
wardly different 3 he is a sommnon workman in a fustian jacket like the rest.
But he ig the muster’s son.  The firsf set work for wages, come In at regular
hours lest anght be kept off their wages, keep the workshop laws in terror
of losing their place. Buat the son keeps therm, and keeps them betder, nob
for wages, but for love,

“ So the Christian keeps the will or the laws of God because of the love
of God. It ig & privilege to keep them. It consists parily in forgetting that
they arve laws—in changing their pames, coramandiment, precept, testimony
stafute, into this ~the will of God. No sternness then can enter with the
thought, for God’s name is in the nare, and the help of God, and the power
of God, and the constraining love of Chirist.

“ This takes away the hopelessness of trying to keep God's will. It makes.
it a personal thing, a'relation to a living will, not to didactic law.”

NOTES

The Rev. H. A. Walter, M. A,

With the departure on long furlough of the Rev. H, A. Walter, M.a., our
League loses the services of a gifted and encrgetic secretary. Mr. Walter
has proved a worthy successor to the able founder and permanent secretary
of the League, the Rev. }. Takle, and we are all mauch indebted to him for
the timme and labour he has expended in the intevests of the League. The
good wishes and earnest prayers of many will follow him in his laudable effart
to stil} further equip himself by study, both in America and in Egypt, for the
great work of bringing the unsearchable riches of Christ to the Muslims of this.
land.

OQur Paper

We would specially call the abtention of the mewmbers o Mr. Waller's
parting message, whieh was pritted gn the fivst page of vhe March issue of
this paper. He there wrobe :—* Theye is danger of News and Notes becoming,

electronic file created by cafis.org



MISSFONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUR 5

simply one mwore magazine for the information and ingpiration of workets
among Musglims, whereas its woove inportant funetion is to serve ag s mediom
lor the interchange of helpful ideas an experiences and, above all, for making
possible united effeclive prayer oo behalf of the work throughout our wide
field.”

This message needs emphasis. The News and Nofes does not desire 5o
come into gommpetition with Dr. Zwemer's splendid magazine, The Moxlem
Worid, The special funetion of the Missionaries to Muslims TLeague, as
stated in its constitution, is

To fulfil the vows made at the Lmcknow Conference to pray more and
work tmore for the evangelisation of the Muslim world.

To help by prayer and mutual sympathy.

By stimulabing each other through news of encouraging work-

By passing on particulars of useful books and tracts for ourselves and for
the Muslims among whom we labour.

By comparing nobes on methods of work,

By encouraging others to take an interest in this imporfant work.

The confidential nature of onr little paper should enable it fo becorne, in
& very special manner, the medium for = frank discussion of our difficulties,
whilst it should, at the same time, through its Fraise and Prayer column,
enable us to pray more inbeligeotly .nd definitely for each other and our
work. What we nead is, nob so much long articles of general interest, as short
coptribations of prastieal helpfulness to workers among Muslims. Amongst
these we would mention helpful illustrations, brief outline gddresses, and
replies to Muhammadan difficulties and objections that have proved effuctive.
Iterns for the Praise and Prayer column are also earnestly solicited. Let us
all unite to make News and Notes of real value to the members.

Finance

The League year closes on April 30, and there are still soms fifty
subsecriptions owing on the current yeat's ascounts. It would be a great help
if, before the books are cloged, members who ave in arrears wonld forward the
amount of their subscriptions, plus As. 4 for the Prayer Cycle. So fer only
Ra. 15-9-0 has been received on this latter aceouns. ‘The bill for printing the
Prayer Cyele amounts $o Ra. 48-4-0.

The Rev. J. Takle

Members will be glad to know that the Rev. J. Takle {s soc muech better
that he has been able to take a number of preaching epgagemenls in New
Zealand. God willing, he hopes to reburn to India in the autvmn,

Muslim Disunion in India

{slam in Indis to-day seems rent with internal dissensions, and the
public press draws a turid pieture of the condition of the vavious Leagnes and
Arnjumans. The annual wmeeting of the All-Indis Muslim Lesgue, held
recently in Bombay, was the scene of most turbulent proceedings, which ended
in the abrupt closing of the public sessions i the pandal erected for the
purpose ; and it was only possible to carry oub the husiness on the agenda by
holding & private session in a room of one of the hotels hived for the purpose.

It now transpires that there is also a grave split in the ranks of the party
constituting the Panjab Muoslim Lesgue.  According to the Séatzsman, at n
largely attended meeting of prominent Muslims, held recently at Lahore,
resolutions were passed repudiating the body ksown as the Panjab Muslim
League us nob representing the aspirations and interests of the Islamie
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coromunity of the Provinee. A new League was formed, and officers appoint.
ed for carrying out the objects of the meeting.

The Ahmadaya sech, which had its rise in the Panjab, is likewise divided
{oto two sntagonistic parties ; and in the Moslem World for January last Mr. -
Walter bas an illuminating artiete dealing with this movement.

In Bengal, also, the Muslim vernaculay press s divided into two hostile
eatops, and not a lithle of the editorial ink is expended in muetual wnathernas.

A Unigque Divinity School

The present secretary of the Miseionaries to Muslims Lesgue recensly
lectured on Islem fo the students of the Caleutta Henry Martyn (C.M 8
Uivinity College, by invitafion of the prinsipal, the Rev. B. T. Butler,Mm.a. 1n
this well-appointed instisution nearly a score of Bengali siudents are being
trained for the work of the Christian wministry. Many of these are married,
and all live in excellently-arranged guarters on the Mission compound. Nat
only is the assistant lecturer of the College (s Bengnli ordained elergyman)
a Muslim convert, but the whole of the students, without exception, are either
conv%rﬂs or descendants of converts [rom Islam. ‘lhis is surely a unigue
record.

NEW MEMBERS
206. 'fur Bev. W. 1. L. Wearonr Chittagong, Bengal.

The annual Subscripiion to the League is Rs, 7 {2z, 81 ). Members ave
requested to send news and requests for prayer to

W. GOLDSACK,
Jessore, Bengel. Acting Hon, See., M. M. League,

PRINTED AT THE WESLEVAN Mission PrEss, Mysowr—1016.
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