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A PERSONAL WORD.

We cannot let Mr. Takle pass from onr midst, laid aside temporarily
from his active duties in Tndia by an All-wise Providence, without express-
ing in News and Nofes what all the members of the Leagne must feel at
this time, our sense of personal loss, as regards ourselves, and of deep
sympathy for him. How much the League owes to his original inspira-
tion and his constant devotion of time and. labour te its interests only those
who have been with the league from the beginning can realize. And his
services to and through the League have constituted only a small part
of his untiring efforts to further the canse of missions to Muslims in India
both on the feld and at the Home Base. He has been an example to os
all in industry and consecration, and our united prayers for his safe voyage
and speedy return will surely follow him as he leaves us now. That he
on his part will continue to work and pray for the Leagme, during his
enforced furlough, we have no doubt; and we hope to pass on frequent
messages from him to the members of the League through the medium of
this paper.

Eieantime the work of the League must not be allowed to lapgse, More
than ever in this time of stress and strain we need this bond of union, this
connecting link of prayer and fellowship. The acting secretary has taken
over this task, temporarily, with gravest hesitation, in view of his recent
coming to the field and of hig preocenpation in other work, Since, howaver,
it has been deemed expedient in this emergency he bespeaks from all the
members of the League a special meagure of prayer and their united, conti-
nuous support, particularly in the form of contributions to News aad Nofes,
in order that our paper may serve the highest possible ends as it eirculates
among the members,

In order that it may be of the greatest use, the Leagne should include
in its memberghip all Christians who are working and praying for Muslims
in India and the Far Hasf, Very many, we are sure, would highly value
membership with us if they knew of the League's existence. Will not all
present members bear this fact in mind and mvite to join with us any such
whom they know, who may not have heard of our Association, thus doing
both them and ourselves o gervice. May there not, too, be other * pray-
ing partners” in the homeland to whom we can send the Prayer Cyele
and News and Nofes in order to enlist their prayers with ours in this mighty
enterprise P Extra copies of News and Nofes will always be available to
be sent to any address direct, as heralds bearing tidings of the League
and its purpose to interested parties. “The supplication of o righlteous man
avaaleth much in its working.”  (Jas. v. 16, Rev. version). A, Warres.
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THE CURRENT PERIODICALS.

“ PThe Moslews World,” Oclober.

The latest number of this inyaluable quarterly is well up to the nsual
high staundard in the variety, nsefulness and scholarghip of its contents.
The editorials on current events are by Dr. Weitbrecht and Dr, Zwemer.
The contributed articles include * The Gospel and the Beduin ”, ** Islam and
Magic in Egypt'', “Results of the War in Bulgaria ”, and “Islam in
Kaghmir.” Mrv. Upson of Egypt has a very interesting article. survey-
ing a recent issue of the world’s leading Muslim magazine, Al-Manar.
Much of this issue is given up to answering missionary criticisms of Islam
and o a counter-attack of a vicious and largely unprintable character, Mr.
Upson concludes, “ We close this izsue of Al-Manor feeling the worse for
having soiled onr minds with some of its blasphemies, but we are glad to
know that the editor has been severely censured for his attacks upon our
Lord Jesus, and has promised, in print, not to repeat the offence”. My,
Takle’s profound study of “Popular Islam in Bengal and how to approach
it”, which has already appeared in print in India, is republished here
in order to reach the wider audience which the Moslems World com-
mands. Rev. W. A, Rice, whose masterpiece, “ Modern Crusaders of the
Twentieth Century ™, is, or should be, in the library of every missionary
to Muslims, contributes to this issue a carefully thought out syllabus of
Bible readings for wse in Mission Hospitalg, with special reference to
Muslim hearers. Dr. George F. Herrick of Constantinople has an article
entitled * Conciliation not Compromise”. On the side of conciliation Dr,
Herrick writes bodly: * It is my convicizon that there are many things
in Islam which the Christian can approve and accept.” And he adds:
“We can approve, and might well adopt, the Moslem’s reverential attitude
and spirit in worship. The name of their rcligion, “Islam’, surrender,
and * Moslem ”, one self-surrendered to God, appeals strongly to the
thoughtful Christian. We can pray the prayer of the first sura with our
Moslem brethren. It would hardly be a loss te Christianity, it might he
& gain, if our call to prayer, like theirs, were by a trained human voice from
a high posision, instead of by a bell . On the other hand, Dr. Herrick men-
tions some directions in which there can be no correspondence between
Islam and Christianity, and he conclndes, ““Counsels of perfection,
impracticable of realization by ns men’, is the judgment passed by Moslems
on these basie principles of moral and spiritunal life. A straight gate, a
narrow way! Yes, bot it i the only path that ‘leadeth unto life’, life
that is worth living heve or hereafter. Christianity ir the sole religion
which renders possible-~it has sometimes rendered actual—that develop-
ment of man’s spirifual natare which cstablishes a real fellowship between
the infinite and the finite spirit, between Gred and man.”

Mr. MeNeill has translated a chapter of the monumental work of
the radieal Italian Islamist, Prince Leone Caetani, entitled “Annali dell
Islam ”. This chapter deals with the development of Muhammad’s per-
ronality as revealed by the Quran showing how, gradually, God sank to
a gecondary position and the prophet himself became actually the central,
commanding figurc in the new religion and revelation. Of the later deterio-
ration of Muhammad's character in Medinah where “he offered very
little resistance to the corrupting action of the new social position”, the
author says: ‘ The deterioration of his moral character was a pheno-
menon supremely human, of which history provides not one but a thounsand
examples. In the figure of Mohammad we have thus all the successive
gradations from the honest enthusiast, solitary, unknown, to the powerful
oriental despot, who drew his last breath in the plenitude of his political
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and military triumphs, and surrounded by the beauties, with their greater
or less charm, of a well-furnished havem. With all this, the worldly flash
of the close canmot and should not shut out the honest sincerity of the
beginning.” The usnal comprehengive © Notes on Current Topics” and
“ Book Reviews ™, together with the Index to Vol. IV, complete the number.
It is hard to understand how any mission worker among Muslims, who
reads English, can afford to be without access to every issue of this unignely
valuable journal.

“ The International Review of Missions ¥, Ociober.

This issue contging Dr. 8. K. Datta’s thoughttul analysis of the 1811
Censug of India. Of Muhammadanism he writes, “Islam has & compara-
tively Iarger growth than Hinduism, though this is due more to a higher
birth-rate than to the results of proselytism”. The concluding paragraph,
written by thiz expert on the subject of Indian Christianity, is worthy of
gquotation in full.

“To eatimate the wvalue of Christianity is very diffieult, for the
numbers are small compared with those of the other great faiths,
Indian Christianity has been frequently charged with being denational-
ized, and therefore of contributing little it at all to the welfare of
India. This is not the assertion merely of itz cnemies, but of many
Chrigtiang themselves. To make a sweeping conderhnation such as this
betrays ignorance of the most elemental facts. In the first place, the
vast majority of Christians are employed as field labourers, still toiling
at their hereditary avocations, even as their fathers toiled. Christiani-
ty has not made any diffcrenice in their manner of life—except that it
has made them more truthfnl and cleanly in their personal habits, and
possibly a little more independent. Surely these virtues are not marks
of denationalization. Christianity does even more for the second
generation, and the percentage of literacy rises, and wmore extraordi-
nary still, female hiteracy keeps pace with male lteracy. ‘The marriage
age is automatically raised, and monogamy, instead of being a pions
sentiment of the select few {as in the other great communities] is part
of the civil law applicable to Christians alone among them. A consi-
deration of the origing of the Chrigtian Chureh and the failure of other
communities o _achieve what it has already achieved, must compel
recognition of Christignity as a vital force working for the regeneration
of India.” ‘

Qur readers will be specially inferested in Dr. Zwemer's article on
“The Present Attitude of Educated Moslems towards Jesus Christ and the
Beriptures”. The author’'s remarkably wide and thorough knowledge of
present-day Islam enables him to treat of Islam as a uniby in presenting
this theme. *Everywhere,” he says, *the methods and ideals of the West
are pushing their way”. A new type of leader has appeared in all Moslem
lands, from Morocco to Java. They are the scouts in advance whom the
bolk of the community will follow with more or less hositation in the
fnture. They are formulating public opinion, advoeating reforms and
preaching the power and possibility of a rcvived Islam. After gquoiing
from Muglim periodicals and speeches in many lands Dr. Zwemer sums up :

“ Without, therefore, in any way under-estimating the new anti- Chris-
tian attitude of some educated Moslems and the pan-Islamic efforts of
others to oppose Christian missiong by every modern method of attack
or defence, it remainy true thai the whole gituation is hopeful to the
last degree. The light is breaking everywhere.
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“There nevor wag %0 much friendliness; such willingness to dizenss
the guestion at issue; such a large attendance of Moslems at Christian
schools, hospitals, public meetings and even preaching service ag there
ig to-day. And this is true in spite of public warnings agaiust heving
dealings with Christian missionaries or, as recently in Turkey, syste-
mubie atbempts to boyeott Christians commercially.”

And the situation for the Christian missionary is thus hearteningly
pictured :—

* And what does it all mean P It means that we shonld press forward
with all our might plang for the immediate evangelization of these
eduncated classes. They are adrift and the Gospel alone can give them
new anchorage, They are hungry for the friendship that does nok
patronize and the love that can [orgive. They have Tost faith in the
old Islam and reach out fo new ideals in ethics. Who can gatisfy them
but Christ? This is the missionary’s supreme opportunity. 1f we can
win the leaders of Moslem thought now, ‘ reformed Islam will be Islam
no longer* but an open door into Christianity.”

“ The Missionary Review of the World ™, September.

We find in this lssue Iittle that relates to Muhammadan lands, hat
there is one brief item regarding Turkestan which we have not seen else-
where. “ The Bussian Church has recently taken up work for the Moslems
in Torkestan. The Government is displeased at this, bat cannot interfere
as the Holy 8yood ix all powerful. The Greek Church missionary is » con-
verted Tartar from Siberia, and has written a clever attack on Istam. The
British and Foreign Bible Society has also opened s Bible agency in Tasch-
kend, Turkestan, and several colporteurs have received permission to work
among Moslems.”

“ Lelamic Review”, September.

This s largely a War number. The editor glories in the present war
as & vindication of Islamic principles over against the pacific doctrines of the
Sermon on the Mount. * Sir Bdward Gray and the Prime Minister, in
their historic speeches to vindicate their actions, have simply vindieated
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Mr, Asqnith, with all his Nonconformiss
congoience, has been forced to put the Sermon on the Mount behind his
hack and follow the Lord of Islam. Yes, it is a truism that to wage war in
gelf-defence and for self-preservation is a necessity, an essential virtus and
true righteousness”, Could the contrast between the ideal of the religion
of Christ and that of the religion of Mubammad be more clearly put? Alas
that “ Christendom *, which has advanced far beyond Mahammad, is atill
80 far behind Christ that she can be accused by her enemies of being still
dominated by the Mussulman ethics of the ninth centory, however these
may have been idealized by neo-Talam ! There is an * Appesl against War”
by Katharine Halkett, and Maxims of War by Abu Bakr, the First Muslim
Caliph, and by Lord Kitchener. More correspondencies. Khalid Sheldrake
tells “Why I adopted Islam”. He revolted against orthodox Christian
theology wnd he wag attracted by the simple creed of Islam. He found that
“ drink snd gambling are the great curses of Christian lends, and de not
exist where there is Muslim domination”. He concludes: “ Unity of God
and Brotherhood of Man, this is the message of Lslam to the West, and is it
1ot a creed that anyone should be prond of P 7

In commenting on & Christian article on “True and False Worship ”
the editor writes, after his customary criticism of Christianity as based on
the human theclogy of 8¢, Paul rather than on the inspired teaching of
Jesus: “The only sacred book intelligikle to average man as to which we
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can ssfely say, ‘ Nothing added and nothing taken sway’, is the Holy
Quran, a book which gives us a complete code of life, and safisfies all
human ends.” We wonder if Khwaja Kamal ud Din really believes that
statement 80 piomsly enunciated. We do not think so.

“The Review of Leligions ", September. _

Nearly half of this issue is taken up with a rehash of ancient Ahma-
diyya claims regarding Ahmad’s prophecies and their fulfilment.

There are also the usaal reprints from the atheist periodical of New
York, “ The Truth Seeker”, although they are not, in this cese, trao-
scribed verbally. The subject of one of these articles is “ Christian Parallels
in Other Lands ™ and the other is “ Theology vs. SBcience.” The atheism
of the latter article is repudiated, in gencral, but the specific attack on
Christianity is applauded, as bheing keenly dizcriminating. Mirza Basghir
Ahmad has a bitter reply to what he calls * A Geylon Missionary’s Attack
on onr Holy Prophet”. It refers to a pamphlet “ Mohammedanism in
Ceylon ™ written by Mr, John Ferguson and alleged fio contain an attack on
the person of the Prophet. 'This article, and indeed this whole number of
the Indian paper, in its Fuiility and ntter lack of originality, iz a pathetic
commentary on the gondition of any religious community, which hss been
dependent upon zome great man's personality, after the original genins has
departed.

MUHAMMADANISM IN CEYLON.

To-day I asked a veteran C.M.S. Missionmgf what work was being done
among the Muhammadans of Ceylon. He replied “ Practically nothing.”
Two or three of the ladies of the C.E.%. Mission in the course of general
Zenana visitation in Colombo meet and deal with Muslim women and some
children attend the general mission schools, but with the exeception of one
catechist in Kandy no special attempt is being made anywhere to reach the
Mubammadans. Inthe whole of the Colony not more than one or two
converts from Islam ave made daring each year. Recently a matriculation
student who came over from the mainland to study English in the C.M.S.
College at Kandy confessed Christ, and the missionaries are hoping much
from him ; but such converts are very few.

It is pitiable that more is not attempted, for it would appear that the

* Muhammadang of Ceylon—in Colombo at any rate—are nof an inferior type.
They are called Moors here—the term is & misnomer; it was handed down
by the Portuguese who styled all Muhammadans Mouro: or Moors. They
total 266,625 in the whole Colony and are divided up thus: Ceylon born
Moors, 233,901, and the rest Indian born. During the decade under review
at the last census the Moors inereased by 1520 per cent and the Christians
17:20 per cent. They are not aggressive in any sense. 1In comparizon with
other religions in the Colony, {slam stands thus :—

Buddhism has 60 per cont of the population.
Hinduism has 28 ,,
Christisnity hag10 ,,
Tslam has 7 " ” 3] ”
The percentage of literates in 1911 wag :—
Islam—Male 36°2 ; female 3°2.
Christianity —Male 60-3; female 388,

L] ”n

L1 »

J. TarwLe,

electronic file created by cafis.org



6 MISSIONARIES 70 MUSLIMS LEAGUE,

THE CAIRO STUDY CENTRE.

The second Annual! Report of the Cairo Study Centre, under Dr. 8. M.
Zowerner's direction, has jost been received in India. It is gratifying to see
the suceess which is attending this venture of faith, which, if we are not
mistaken, was born of the Lucknow Muhammadan Conference where so
much emphasis was laid upon the necessity of missionaries to Islam making
4 special stody of the Arabic language and the Muslim religion.

Last year there were twenty-one students who attended, of whom one
only was trom India, a young Indian convert now nearing the end of his
gecond year ab the School. This young man has studied the Iollowing
subjects :(— :

Literature—Kalila wo Dismno—Arabian Nights, ete.

Quran, with Al-Beidawi’'s Commoentary.

Hadith, Mishkat al Anwar, with Commentary.
Al-Buktars, with Al-Qastallani.

Kalam—Ail-Fadali’s text, with Commentary.

Din—Government text books on Islam.

Nuhu-—Government text book (advanced)

During the last yesr the following courses were given for the mission-
aries in attendance :—

By Dv, Zwemer :
Introductory course on Islam.
Apologetic :—How to meet Muslim objections: How to pregent the
Gospel to Maslims.
By Mr. McNeille
Historicai and Doctrinal Qrigins of Islam.
Life of Muhammad.
Islamic Ritual and Observance.
By Miss Thompson :
Methods of Women's Work.
Gospel of $t. Matthew in Evangelization of Moslem Women.

By My, Gairdner:
Phonetics of Arabic.
Reading and Grammar, both Colloquial and Classicsl.
" Kalila wa Dimaa.
By Mr. Swan :
Popular Sufiism.

None bui accredited missionarics of recognized missionary societies
are or can be sccepted as full students of this Cefitre. 'Lhey are required
to pay Bs. 10 per term. Others, not students of Arabie, who attend the
open lectures, are charged Rs. 4-2 per term. The students make their own
arrangements for rooms and board, alghough it is hoped in time to have a
hostel in connection with the C. 8. C.

Dr. Zwemer’s open lectures on Muhammadan apologetics comprise the
following ten subjecls (the text books used being Tisdall - % Mohammedan
Gb_,lect)iana to Christeanity,” and Rice: * (frusaders of the Twentieth Cen-
bury ).

i 1. Introductory—Literature on the subject.
I1. The Message, What is Christianity P (Tisdall, pp. 13-23; Rice,
pp. 19-45),
I11. The Moslem Mind {Tisdall, pp. 2£.28; Rice, pp. 1-19).
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1V. 'The Genuineness of the Bible (Ttsdall, Ohap. 2; Rice, pp. 147-
166).
V. The Authority of the Bible ({%isdall, Ohap. 8; Rice, pp. 147.
199 passim).
VI. Muwhammadan Obhjections to the Teaching of the Bille in
general (Tisdall, Chop. 8; Rice, pp. 199-203).
VII. The Trinity (Pisdall, Chap. 5 ; Rice, pp. 212-297).
VIIl. The Death of Christ; the Atonement (Tisdall, Chap. 6; Rice
pp. 251-260).
IX. What Place does Christianity give Muhammad ? (Tisdall,
Chap. 7 ; Rice, pp. 364-380).
x. Dealing) with Inquirers, Converts and Backsliders (Rice, pp.
46.77).

CHRIST'S KINGDOM AMONG THE PATHANS,

“ A strong man armed keeps his house ™ in Afghanistan, Swat, Chitral
and neighbouring territories. Internal famaticiam and external political
hindrances are part of ““ his armour wherein he trusts.”” At present political
barriers prevenit those born omt of India from going to theee lands to
preach the Gospel, and fanaticism haz made martyrs of the few Indian
Christinns who have witnessed there.

But, within the border of Bribish India, round Mardan (in Peghawar
District) are many scores of large villages of the “ Yusufzai'” Pathans.
There are not these hindrances. This branch of the Afghan race—and the
district used to be counted part of Afghanistan—civilized and well disposged,
are|comparatively ready to hear the Good News. The strong man’s armour
hers is that bar of partial truth, behind which Mohamedans everywhere
are held. “But whon a stronger than he comes, He takes from him his
srmour wherein he trusted, and spoils his goods,” And “stronger is He
that iz in you than he that iz in the world.” The bar of partial truth can
be dissolved by the fire of love, of humbleness, and of the individual soul’s
need, not by the opposing iron of cold argument ahout the truth, which
leaves the heart unwarmed, the individusl need unfed, and pride aroused.
The “ Stronger than he ” iz the Saviour, iz the Spirit of Truth whose fruits
are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance. Theso are the forces that overcome, and before which the evil
one flies. Az it is writken “ A soft answer turns away wrath,”

The Pathans call themselves Ben-i-Tarael, and bozides nthor names as
Yusuf, Yakub, Ibrahim, Daud, Suliman, have among them customs that
point to Israelitish origin : stoning for some crimes, the seape goat, city of
refuge. ¢ Groing np the Khyber Pass, one is back in the Book of Fudges,”
says a missionary at Peshawar.

Hearts go ount to them for the Saviour’s love, for their need, and their
origin. Brethren pray for us—that the Lord may use even us to bring Hig
Kingdom among them; as it is writben, the Lord has need of him.” Pray
for them that they may soon be freed from the bondage of the evil one, hy
the stronger than he.

. H. C. RoBERTSON.

Central Asiom Mission, Mardon, N.W.F.P,
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"PRAISE AND PRAYER.

“ Bvery great crigis in the expansion of Christianily which has been
successfully met has been met_ by the faithfulness of Chrisl's disciples in the
aecret place. "—=Eo1ndUre ConNrEreye: REPORT,

Special Topics Suggested.

Mardan, N, W, F. P: Thanks and prayer for strength for a Pathan
from across the horder of British India, who believes and is witnessing
among Pathans,

Prayer for ancther Pathan from across the border, who believes and
hag been baptized for some years, but is weak, perhaps from want of
witnessing.

Thanks for two Pathans from within the border who have been for
many years beloved and able ordained ministers of the Word.

Prayer for those who arc learning to believe and love the Saviour,
that they may have faith to confesg Him, and not fear man or death of the
body, nor love the world.

Prayer for a Pathan from within the border, who has for years heard.
thgl Word, partly believed, but has been drawn back and tripped by the
evil one.

Prayer for a Pathan Mnllah with whom prayer was made in Christ's
ngme for freedom from opimion; that he may be freed and thereby be-
lieve.

Prayer for Afghanistan, Swat, Dir, Chitral, Torkestan (Russian and
Chinese), Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan. H C R

Central Asien Mission.

. THE PRAYER CYCLE,

The Prayer Cycle for 1815 will go to press scon after this number of
News and Noles reaches our members. Any desirable changes or correc-
tions in last year's Cycle shonld he forwarded to the Secretary immediately.
As in the past, if each member of the League adds a small amonnt (nsually
thres annas} to the annual subseription fee the Prayer Cyele will just pay
its way.

NEW MEMBERS.

142, Miss A. GG. Sutherland ... Edinburgh, Scotland.
143. Rev. Ahmad Shah ... Cawnpore, U,P.

Annual Subseription to the Leagueis Ra. 2(2s. 8d.). Members are requested
to send news and reguests for prayer to
Ryv. H. A. Warrer, M.A.,

Y.M.(C.A., Lahore, Indio.
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