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A NEW YEAR GREETING
from

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta, Metropolitan of
India and Ceylon.

My Drar Fuizsps,

The opportonity has been kindly offered to me of sending a New
Yenr's Meusage to your Leagne, and I eannot forbear availing myself of it.
I have some diffidence in doing so, for I can scarcely claim now to be in the
rank of yonr active workers, and probably yon would receive more stimnlus
and Lelp from one who is; but work amongst Muhammadans occupied so
much of my time in my more directly Missionary days, and the cause is
still 5o near to my hesrt, and has so regular a place in my prayers, that T
value the opportunity of renewing in this way direct connection with it.

And tho season st which | write may well supply its own stimulns,
as wo appreach our sunusl commemoration of our Blossed Lord's Incarnas
tion, with all its inexhaustible meanings and points of bearing on our life
and work.

There in a saying of Ircnsens which Bishop Westcott, our great Cam-
bridge teacher, was vever tired of quoting—

“The Vision of God ix the transfiguration of the world:

“{ommunion with (God is the inspiration of life.”

It always seems to me that it is u little easier to open one’s heart and
mind to the Tnll significance of such a truth at the recurrence of our great
Christian Festivals than at most other times, and wo I pray that it may
have been given to the members of the Lesgue to do this, in some true
degree, in the present instance, and thus to bo able to step out into the
New Year with a fresh sense of the conquering might and the all-prevailing
love of our (iod.

The matte of cur Prayer Cycle for this day on which I am writing is,
“This is the victory which overcometh (R.V. hath overcome) the world
—even our faith”, and surely it is in proportion es this conviction takes
possesaion of our hearte and lives, und colours our entire outlook, that we
can face the tremendous task we have set before oursclves with quist
courage and cuntident hope.

Let us remember that He, our Blessed Lord, has overcome the world,
and is merely, in His infinite mercy und goodness, using us to gather in the
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2 MISSIONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUE,

spoils and thus complete the work; let us remember too that the work is
none of ours, but that the almighty Power and Wisdom and Love of God
are pledged to its accomplishment, for

“(God is working His purpose out as year succeeds to year,
God is working His purpose out and the time is drawing near;
Nearer and nearver draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters
cover the sea’;

and surely then despondency or slackness will be impossible, and we shall
move with that assurance of Victory which does so much to ensure its own
realization.

Of the magnificence of the opportunities at present confronting the
Church of Christ, I will not write, for it is a thought very familiar to us at
present. Yet it is well that the younger workers, more especially, should
realize how absolutely different in all ways the position and the possibilities
now are, as compared with those when the older workers amongst us came
out, 30 or 40 years ago, that they may understand the greatness of the
privilege which is given them in being called to live and work in these days.
As we know, on every side doors which were shut, bolted and barred in
that earlier time, are now lying wide open to our entrance, while in not a
few cases actual pressure is put upon us to enter in when alas! our own
forces do not permit of our responding.

Here it is that we have reason for sadness, I mean in the failure of the
Church, as a whole, to realize her day of visitation, her day of magnificent
opportunity and of corresponding responsibility, and to rise to meet it in
any adequate way. It would indeed be faithless and wrong not to recognize
even here how great the advance has been in recent years, how un-
mistakably the Spirit of God is at work amongst us and for what much
larger things He is, we are sure, preparing.

But as yet the heart, the imagination, the mind of the Church as a
whole have been wofully little touched and the response is lamentably
inadequate.

And this surely gives us the dircetion in which effort is most of all
needed, prayer most of all urgent. We must pray that on the Church
itself there should be a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit, so that there
may come a great revival and renewal of her life, a great uplift of her
whole spiritual level and power. We need, do we not, to pray—and that
most earnestly—that the number should be multiplied mightily of those
whose eyes are indeed open to the great spiritual realities, who do seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, whose affections are set
on things above, not on things on the earth, whose lives are, in some true
degree, hid with Christ in God and who know, by their own glad and
constant experience, how true it is that we “can do all things in Him that
strengtheneth us.”

And especially we need to pray that the spirit of grace and supplication
may be granted in ever-increasing measure, so that the daily volume of
ascending prayer may be immensely increased—of prayer offered in the
power of the Holy Spirit, in conscious unison with that ceaseless Intercession
of our great High Priest, which is the only ground of its acceptance and
secret of its power, of prayer earnest, persevering, methodical-and
especially of prayer with that quality of faith which gives it such peculiar,
prevailing power.

To such prayer as this let us, at this commencement of a New Year,
give ourselves with renewed devotion and determination; so shall we best
take our part in winning Muslims to Christ and hastening the establish-
ment of His Kingdom in this land, -
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Lord, what a change within us one short hour,
Spent in Thy Presence, will prevail to make;—
‘What heavy burdens from our bosoms take,
‘What parched grounds refresh, as with a shower!
We kneel! and all round us seems to lower;

We rise! and all, the distant and the near,—
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear!

" We kneel, how weak! We rise, how full of power!
‘Why thercfore should we do ourselves this wrong
Or others—that we are not always strong,

That we arc ever overborne with care,

That we should ever weak or heartless be,

Anxious or troubled, when with us is Prayer,—
And Joy and Strength and Courage are with Thee!

PRAISE AND PRAYER.

“ When you're weary of the fight,
And are heartsore,
You would find your foes less strong,
And the fight would seem less long,
If you prayed more.”

Praise God for—
(1) The mercies of the past year.
(2) The signs in Bengal that Muhammadans are now showing some
eagerness to know the truth concerning Christ.

Pray for—

(1) The many enquirers, that when they come to the moment of
the great decision they may be given boldness.

(2) A revival among the Christians of Bengal that will stir the
Muhammadans and help them to understand that in Christ
alone are life, spirituality and power.

Lahore: You might be interested to know that last week we had an
application for admission to my hostel from the son of Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad Qadiani; but all things considered we felt that he would hardly be a
man whom we could hope to influence for Christianity under the conditions
existing here and considering the prejudices and predispositions with
which he would be naturally burdened. I was therefore compelled, in
certain ways regretfully, to refuse his application. Of the thirty odd
Muhammadans in our hostel seven are Qadianis. T should like the prayers
of the League for all these Muhammadans, for the most part straight-
forward, clean-minded, promising youths, that their contact with Chris-
tianity in this Young Men’s Christian Association Hostel this winter may
be fruitful of results for the Kingdom.

H. A. WALTER.
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4 MISSIONARIES TO MUSLIMS LEAGUE.

Brahmanbaria, Bengal: During my absence from home last month, a
young Muhammadan of education and good family came here from an
adjoining district for baptism. He decided to go to a town near here and
await my arrival. He was given a lefter of introduction o a Christian
there. Upon arriving at the railway-station he was surprised to find his
cousin awaiting him, who forcibly compelled him to return home. “Now,”
he writes to my assistant; “ 1 am watched night and day. Two or three
lathials (men who are experts in the use of sticks and clubs) are kept before
and behind me; not for a moment will they leave me by myself. The
Bengali book, called “The Sermon on the Mount,” I have been able to
retain with great difficulty and sometimes read it with great profit.
Write to me sometimes, that I may receive courage and cheer. I request
your prayers and the prayers of the Church.”

We know nothing more concerning the trouble this young man is in.
His people must have known his intention. All we can do iz to imagine,
sympathize and pray. J. T

Kasur, Panjab: On November 9th a convert from Islam, who isnow a
teacher in this district, took our service. He spoke of the influences now
touching Muhammadans. We had much prayer for Muslims,

A. S A

Benares: From the October No. of the Jewish Missionary Intelli-
gence, in a letter from Safed in Palestine—" A Muslim woman said after
she had been in hospital : Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt
find it after many days.” Is not that encouraging ? W. Hoorex.

Rangoon, Burma: We have a number of Muslim students in the
Baptist College here, and we are all interested in them. We cannot report
any conversions as yet, but I desire the prayers of God’s people for the
institution and for my colleagues as well as myself. Mr. and Mrs. Arm-
strong are meeting with considerable encouragement in Muslim work,
especially in Rangoon, but also in Moulmein. At present the Rev. E. N.
Armstrong is attached to the College here, but has also the oversight of
Urdu work and is pastor of the Urdu church. 3

Central Celebes: We praise God for the news contained in the
Malaysia Message, that a remarkable movement towards Christianity is
taking place in Balantak among people who have not yet come under the
influence of Islam. * Within fourteen days, 1,800 persons have joined our
congregations. The Muhammadans on the coast are trying to carry on
their propaganda even by baptizing the people.”

Fiji, South Seas: The Rev. L. Nunn of the Australian Methodist
Mission, who has been working at Azamgarh, U.P., is to be transferred to
the Fiji Hindostani Mission for mission work amongst the Hindu and
Muslim coolies of that place. He writes, “I shall be very glad to continue
in membership as a missionary to Muslims in Fiji and will from time to
time try and write an item for the News and Notes. I expect to leave
India for Fiji in January, commencing my work there on the 1st April.”

May our prayers follow our brother and be a strength to him.
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China: We have received a sheaf of printed circulars from Mr. F. H.
Rhodes, the representative of our League in China. The Circulars are
full of interest and zeal for the evangelization of the Chinese Muslims.
Many letters from workers in various parts of the vast empire are given.
We can give but a few extracts.

An experienced missionary in Central China says, “1 am more than
ever convinced that the fulness of time has come for the Muhammadan
people.””  Chihli: *“The Muslim population here ig a large one; the
Muhammadans are friendly, but difficalt of approach on the subject of
religion. I hope there may be an opportunity for aggressive work among
them.” Shantung : “ Many thanks for the Testimony tracts for Muslims.
Our hospital is in a large Mubhammadan quarter, and we are only too grate-
ful for such literature.” Honon: “The Muhammadans here appreciate
and read them (Arabic tracts) willingly, and pass them on to others in
this and other Provinces.” Swzechwan: “Muslims have been attending
our street chapel in numbers, and T believe some have heard to some
purpose. They are now mixing with the Chinese in a way they have
never done before; many of them seem to be expecting some new religious
movement ; they think it will be the unification of all religions in Christ.”
Yunnan: *“ You will be interested to know that there is a young Muslim
here who is much interested in Christianity, and is, I believe, a Christian.
There are also several Muhammadans in one village who now appear
interested in the Gospel.”” Adwhwei: “In company with an evangelist I
visited one of the mosques. We were politely received, and tea offered.
When I produced some of the Arabic literature, they took up the books,
looked at them, and one said:—*‘ We do not believe the doctrine of these
books; the teaching does not agree with what we believe to be right.
We told them in a few words what was to be gained by trusting in the
Lord Jesus, and asked them to read the books. We have found these men
to be very bitter in argument; only the Spirit of the Living God can
convict of sin”...... “We hear that the Muhammadans were very upset to
hear of one who had become a Christian. Several came together to dis-
cuss the matter, and two were appointed to go as delegates to meet with
other Muhammadans to see what could be done’’ Shensi: “You will
be glad to hear that a missionary has come out specially to take up work
among the Muhammadans.” Shansi: “1 gave a selection of Arabic
booklets to a Christian here, and asked him to take them to the old Mullah
in the mosque: he looks a thoughtful, sad, old gentleman. Thanks for
the tracts in Chinese. I have distributed them to Muslim business men.
The Muslim women cannot read, alas! and it is not easy to gain an
entrance to their homes.”

From these short quotations we may understand something of the
difficulties of the work amongst the Muhammadans of China. Mr. Rhodes,
in one of the circulars, refers to one tract as follows :—* The importance
of this tract—probably the first of its kind written by a Chinese convert
from Islam—will be recognized at a glance.”

Cairo: Dr. Zwemer writes that he is visiting America to speak at
Conferences in connexion with the Student Volunteer, World’s Sunday
School and other movements. He expected to arrive in New York last
month and be in the States until February 20th. He desires our prayers as
he advocates the canse of missions to Muslims.
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B MISHINKARIES T0 MUSLIMS LEAGUE.

THE CENSUS OF INDIA, I9Il.

New Particulars concerning Muslims.
2. MADRAS.

The Musalmun pupnlutmn of Madras Presilency .. 2,764,467
Mysore ... 314,494

Totsal ... 3,078,961

OFf these the lnngaage divisions are (1) Hindustani 1,289,558
(2 \lulayalam 1,032,757 (=Mappillas).
(3) Tamil 685,634 (= Labluis).
(h Telugn 71, 612 {(=Diidekulns),

The rate of mercase of the Mowlmans bax been 11 per cent (amongst
the Muppillas 13 por cemt) during thee deeade 19013911 4.p., while that of
Indinn Christinns has been 17 per cont, amd of Hindus 8 per cent.

Musalmans are to be found in all the large towns, but especinily m
Mudras City (0,168) nnal Bangenlore (33,303).

In Mission Schools there are at lonst 1,406 bOyS and 1,077 girls

(Note.—Travancore and Hydernbad are not included in the above
statistics, as 1 hove no veeord of their consnsy

The \lnmnﬂm el Diid@kulas bheloug to the Shafai Beet, this prnvlny_v
drabic descent through their fithers, while these original Arabic settlers
married Indisn women. | aiso think some sections of the Lablmin are
SBhafs'i, while the restoand adl Muosalmoans of Afghidn. cle. deseent, are
Hanatis,  Mappillos ated Lablais use drabic charncter in their Malaygalom
and Troml bhooks., M. GG

THE MUHAMMADAN YEAR.

The lm!mltuni‘, festival in the Muslim world during Jannary ix the
Akhir-i-t"hubuir-i-Shambok, which ulways takes place on the last W cdnesday
of the Arabic month Safar. This year it falls on January 23rd.

Wiy observed: During Mubammad’s last illness there was a break
when he felt well enough to perform the legal bnthing. It wusa glad day
for his devoted followers who spent it in thavksyiving and feasting. Rut
the recovery was only temporary, for the Prophet died on the tweltth day of
the next month,  The Muhammadans have commemorated the event ever
ginee,  The recital of certain Suras of the Quran an extra mumber of times
on this day will ensure Gad’s protection, the Muslim thinks, from every
kind of trouble and danger throughout the following year.

U S—

NOTES.

Last year Dr. Zwemer gave us a heartening message for the New Year.
Thin year we are fuvoured with o loving amd sympathetic greeting from the
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Metropalitan, We will veadl it not onec but several times for the inspira-
tismul help it s sure to bring.  Dr. Tafroy in hix message refers to onr
Prayer Uvebe Tor missions to Muoslins in Tudia, of which e snys, in another
lettee, 1 use the Prayer Cvele duily, and this keeps me in tonch with the
rrest work of evangelizing the Muslins,

+

Tt was the strong conviction of those present at the Lueknow Conference
that the Cliristinn workers areayed ngainst sl must be g united foree,
The different Lengnes and Socbgies in lslame are limking up: so must we,
To beip in deswing our forces together in fellowship, peayer and gnited
sorviee, mur League was established for Christinn worker< among Muslims
in Jodia.  With the new yenr we widen our sphere of influence. . We have
dropped * All Indin ™ from our title, and in Tutore will welecome workers
among Muslims everywhers (o unite with us men great spiritunl endeavour

for the Muslim world.

The C.1.8 has issued a new «dition in Faoglish of Dr. Rouse’s fumous
“ Traels for Mulamwmadans” 1t ixn book of 150 puges. We feel that all
Missiouney prodmtioners should reud throngh these tracts ax o gmide to
sympathetic method ol approwch,

The newspapers report that on Sunday, December 21, a lnrgely atten-
ded mecting of Muashims: was held in the Caleatta Town Hall to congratulate
themselves and othees on the sncvess of the Maslim Mission to Englund.
The following resolutions were enrried unnnimously :—

“That this meeting of the Massulmans of Caleutts oxpresses its heart -
felt gratitnde te Khwajn Knmalend. Din, for the personal endeavonrs he ix
moking in the couse of Tsiam by veprezenting it in its true light. and there-
by removing mixeoncsptions aamd misunderstandings which unfortunately
exist with regurd to thix religion, and nlso congratulates lim on the promis-
ing results he hax <o for diewclosed,  (2) That this neeting congratulates
Lard Hendley on hix aceepting Islam, especinlly as e has done so after long
and thorengh stndy and personal investigntion into its intrinsie merits, and
weleomes him into the bratherhood.  (3) That this meeting urges upon the
Datinn Mussadmang, especinlly the Missalmans of Caleatta, the necessity of
helping Khwajn Komal-ud-Din in the noble work he has volantarily under-
tuken af great peesonnl loss and suerifice”

Another resolution was passed [orming a Committec of twenty-live
getstlemen to help the mission in Kurope

The speeches made at this meeting, according to the report in the
puwers, were anything but optimistic. Hegret wax expressed that so few
*representative and lemding Mussalmuns” were present. It was high
time,” -aid one «peaker, “tied the Mu<lim public shonld lk with contempt
and disguxt on thow: sn-called self-seeking leaders, who have slways within
the last fifty years kept themselves aloof from all matters concerning their
general wellure ... The real criterion for leadership did not cousist in
heinge nppointed a member either of the Execusive Council or of the beneh
ol the Iheh Court, but 16 live with und work for the community.”  Another
speaker wrzel the neell to set apart iwo classes of eduented men—ons to
convert Europe and the other to train Musli youth in Ladia in the prin-
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ciples of Islam. “It is deplorable that there is a complete dearth of such

theclogians.”

The conversion of Lord Headley to Islam has now reached the farthest
jungle village of Bengal, and our Bengali Christian brethren are being
taunted with it; but on the other hand the orthodox are troubled, because
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din is a Qadiani.

+

Among the cables in the papers we find the following:—“On his
Majesty the Sultan of Turkey’s behalf, Shaikh Abdul Aziz Shameesh laid the
foundation stone of the Medina University with great eclat on the lst
Muharram (November 30th).”

The 1914 Prayer Cycle for Missions to Muslims in India and the Far
Fast is in the press. It will be available shortly. Will members please
advise the Secretary as to how many copies they require.

NEW MEMBERS.

116 Rev. B. H. P. Fisher Cawnpores

Members are requested to help in keeping wp the interest by sending to the
Secretary requests for prayer and tlems of news for our League Magasine.

Brahmanbaria, J. TagwLe,
. Bengal. Hon, Sec., M.M. League.

Frinted at the Baptist Mission Press, Onleutta, and published by Rev. J. Takle,
Brahmanbaria, E. B,
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