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OUTLINE OF TALK WITH MUSLIMS
Sakmat

" Onié of the. most bea.uﬁlful stoi eg rela.ted of’ Muhammad is that telhng
: of his flight to. Madins, .. when, with Abu Bakr he was ohliged to hide from.
_hig enemies in & A Aba Bak}_‘ was afrald. What were two against:
“sfhosie who:#dught thel “Muhiianiad theh sdid, © We are two, but thers =
16 Ghte in the midst, & Third." . The (uran reference ig as follows :—* Giod
sssisted him (Muharimad) formerly, when the unbelievers drove him forth,
m company With & second only, when they two were in the cave; when the
het said tb his companion,* Be not distresséd ; verily God is “with us!’
t{) God sent down: His. t.ra.nqmlhf;y (Sa.kma.t) upon ]nm, and strenghhened
hlm with hoats e saw hob.”  (ix-40).: -

[Note - Muslims fail to ldenﬁlfy the Sa,kmat w1th thab Thn‘d One whose:
’%resenee Muhammad, “elaithed o have ' recogiized, with - the
hechinah who was constantly matifested to Israclin o simildr way.
In their confusion over a Hebrew word, Muhamma.dans mterpret .
- “Bakinat’ o ‘mean a4 sensd’ of Peace  of gecuriby; some ssy o
- zephyr, and éven an animsl like a'cat. The Quran sa.ys it wes &
“+ - ' parbof the Ark of God (u—24!9)] _

S 1. We are-on common ground ‘when we By ﬂmt boik the Sa.kmmt of the .
Qumna.mi the Shechinak were not fiatural phenomena, but manifestatioss of
grhuman (Bxo.. 1. "84—88; Num.’ x, 84--36). - The Quran says thé
fmth ul were helped againet great odds by the ‘Sakinat (ix—26). Mugliths
st ‘sdwit unusnal manifestation  of powsr ‘and -assisténce, thergfore"
énquiry into mesning of Bakinat interesting: and profitable.

[Noie In Muhaammadan trad.ltmn it says that when Abraham and
* Ismgil were supposed to repair the demolished Kiaba ab Meccea, they. |
“were led o the epot by the Sakinat, Fuortler, Mubammad is saidto. -
“have related - that the angels had cleansed his hedrt with snow-
. water and hail-water! an ¢ then they filled my heart mth the
Sa.kmnt ] ' .

9. The Ohildren of Israel alibays wndsratoad ‘the Shechinah to be & ayeowli_
_ mbmifestation of the wvisible Glory of Jehovah (Exo. xzxiii. 8~ Tt was
really © God localized (Exo xxxv. 8; ixix. 43, 46). It came i ﬁre a,n

i
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V(Exo. xix. 18; Lev. xvi. 2). The Presence of Jehovah came near
welt with the chosen pecple. Sometimes it came and abode for yeais;
ers it made but a momentary appearance. The Quran endorses such
a.ordma.r_y manifestations. In the story of Moses and the burning bush,
weread » " When he came up to it, & voice cried o him ont of the bush . '
0 Moges, 1 truly am God, the Lord of the Worlds *.” (xxviii~—30; cf. xx.

12 and xix—>53); of. Exo. iii. 4—6. .

.[Note The word Shechinah comes from the Hebrow Saktm, meaning to
_ dwell or abide. Sakin, the root of Sukinaf, haz offen the same
"-meaning in the Quran (vide 1i—38).]

_-3. There .is mothing wmore remuarkable in the history of the Ohildren of
::Tsrasl than the events connected with the Shechinah. :

(a,) It was @ Test:.mowy to the Divine Unity.

Atheism, Tdolatry and Unbelief could not be maintained in the
Preslsgnegaof the Glory of Jehovah so clearly demonstrated. — Dent.
1V — :

(b) If was o Testimony to.the. Divine Sovereignty. .

"’ Deoclaring God’s will (Exo. xxv. 22} and Law (Hxo. xxxiv. 1—6}.

anhtenmg Epemies (1 Sam iv. 6—8) and overcoming them
(1 Bam v). raving Sin (Num. xii. 5—10; Deut. xxi, 17; 1 Sam,
i¥), Giving Bﬁ;ssmg (2 Bam. vi. 12). Showmg approval of man’s

... " sacrifices, offering and worship (Liev. ix. 22—24).

(e) L3 wan « Testimony to the Diving Faithfulness. : '

The many &pﬁea:ra.nces of the Shechinah were proof that Jehovah.
" would folfil Hix covenant to redeem His people.. The Bible relates
the terribly sad story that bécause of sin, the Shechinah departed
from men and sommunities, and from the Tabernacle and Temple ;
in conssquence, Ichabod had o be pronounced, yet God remained
] faithfal (Hag. ii. 48). ’
As the time of deliverance drew npear, the Shechinah became incress-
ingly a Personel Presence, linked in a gpecial sense with the promised-
" Messish. (Isa. vi. 1—8; cf. Jno. xii. 39—41; Hzek. i. 27—28 x5

¢ -xhifi, 8, 7; Mal. iii. 1—2).

" 4. The Shechinah onshrined in Hmmonuel—God wilth us. Matt i 23.
“»  Our Lord, the Personal manifestation of the Glory of the Father,
S5 cade a.nd dweli (or Shechinized) with ug, and we beheld His glory,

L ete.” Jno. i—14. He was G’Od mantfested in the ﬂesh 1T Tima

111 18. , .

Dhie'.-devout Puritan, Richard Watson, says: “The clond which en-
e ped Him dyring His humbled state on earth wag dark, but it was the
cloud 'of - the . Shechma,h and the shrouded Divinity occasmnally burst
forth with- gverpowering splendour in His God-like acts; though, like
iight from a parted oloud, it was quickly veiled again in His humble condi-
;angd demeanour.
nrely the sinless character and miracles of Christ admitted by Islam,
the ‘unigue titles given to him in the Quran, namely, Al-masih — the
Messiah, Kalimigtwlidh — the Word of God, and Riéhe'llih — the Spirit of
2 cmrafully weighed, must endorse the Christian claim that He is the
rional Shechinah,
he Bhschinsh in our Lord Jesus Christ put sn end to all temporary
ﬁanﬂons, Jor aceording to our Lord’s own promisé, the Glory abides,
ested in the Church and in the individual believer by the mdwellmg '
s Holy Spirit.
Ma.y the Glory become more and more manifess !
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PRAISE AND PRAYER.

4 These all with one. acoord continued steadfastly in prayer.” - Acts i. 14

Pruise God for— _ " o

Opere doors everywhere in India, Chins and Egypt with thonsands of

. Muhammadans willing to listen to the ambassadors of the King of

_ Kings. - ' o o
Pray for— i - :

(1) mote Missionaries thoroughly equipped to enter the open doors ;

(2) the churches established in India, China and Egypt that they may

become powertnl witnesses for Christ to the Muslim communities,

. Rangoon, Burma: I have just refurnad from omne of our upgountry
villiges, évery ome seems to welecome the Gospel,-thongh donbtless the
motives are mixed. Btill the Gospel does its own work if it can get a
hearing, and of this we are gled. A Moulvie there with a large Muham-~ -
madan school (50 boys) offered me his school if I would give him a
Chrigtian veacher who could teach English also, and offered to teach the
Bible himsslf if I wished, as he had studied it in & Ludhiana Mission School.
Pray for the work in Burma, there is a readiness to hear everywhere, they
need the enlightening and quickening power of the Holy Spirit to bring
them to the feet of Jesns as their Saviour and King, = - H. M. N. A,

Brahmanbaria, Bengal: On Christmas Day we-had the grest joy of
baptizing an educated young Muhammadan, who came to us with his wite
some months ago for Christian instruction. His young wife has heen
placed in 8 boardiug-school for regular teaching. We ask prayer that
she may be led into the light. : I T

Bengai: The following ié cubed from The Indian Witness:—* Mr.
Fazlur Bahaman of Jewalpur, Mymensingh, was baptized by the Rev.
Berbert Anderson on Thuraday, January 1st, 1914, upon the profession of
his faith in Christ, He desires to take the name of John Rehaman.”

The Rev..W. Goldsaok has been giving & seriss of lectures in Bengali
on “ Jelam " to'the Indian workers of East Bengal, assembled in conference
in Backergunj.

Alfahabad: I leave India in February for an indefinite period, but
~iny love and. interest for and in the work will never cease, and I frust that
I may be epabled to wield the power of prayer even in America in such a
.way a&-to bring blessing and strength fo many. Please pray that I may
a0 used, and be allowed to return in His good time. Also pray thab
‘*mofe workers may be raised up to teach the Muslim women of this city.
Tlat o A. B, WisHART.
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Hyderabad, Decedny Pray for the workers among Muslims in Hyder-
abad that they may entér upoh this new year's work with courage, expect-
apcy snd. faith, and that the Holy x?'Sp_i'rit'..._111@\3{ work changes in the lives
hd hioarts of bhone who read snd heat the Word of God. c.w.

- Barellfy: - My Mussnlman Moulvie hid just given me my daily Persian
leéson and was proceeding Wome. It wag about midday. H¢ wde wilking
through our Christian premises on & path beset with many little pittalls and
roots of. overhanging trees. Not being particularly carefal to watch his
steps he stumbled and fell. - Two, Christisn women were near. Though
.& fairly old man he quickly scrambled to his feet ahd looked round him to
see the effect of his fall on the faces of the two onlookers. He fancied one-
of them smiled- The other very kindly and gently suggested to him the
need of being more watchful. She had not emiled. He related the incident
to me a day, or two afterwards and wished fo know if there was anything in
Ohrigtianity theb scoounted for bher behayicur. “Nothing in Muham-
madanism could have prompted thi5 thoughifulness on her part. I told
him that it wag the privilege of all Christians, who were trie followers, in
siigh matters to be a copy of the Christ. who was anzious to “lift dp the
fallen” Her simple aot called Christianity to his atéention #ore forcibly.
than g lengthy sermon or discmssion. May we all a8 Christianz be équally
impressive as we live out the details of gir lives. ¢.D. R,

THE CENSUS OF INDIA, ISIL

8. ABSAM.
Hindus - .. 3,888,760
Muhammadans .. ... 1,901,032
Animists " T . 1,289,280
Ohristisns .- - 66,662

.. Islarg has {neréased in the whole Province of Assar hy '90°2 per cent,
largely due. fo_immigration of Muhdmmadans from Bergal to Gohlpave.
Tt is doubtfal if any apprediable part of the incréase is dile to'donversion.”
Christianity increased by 85 per cent,

THE MUHAMMADAN YEAR.

. .. The important festival this motith is the ' Fatsha Duwardahan, which
‘takes place on February 9th, But if the ‘moon be' visible ‘on January27th
Jthen tib’?es_tivh.l will take plade on' Bunday, February 8th. -In India it -tus
(azetted Holiday. This'festival, which Tnvariably ‘ takes place on:the-18th
of ‘the Arabic Tanar month - Babi'l -diveal, commiemorates the ‘hirth of -
Muohammad. - [t is said that the Prophet died on the same day of the
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month ag that which commerorated hig birth. ~Therefore this date should
be the mogt important in the Muhammadan Calendar, but we gather that
it is ‘searcely- known. to the average villager. Perhaps the death being-
rememberad at the same time ag the birth, prevents what otherwise might.
be & kind of Muslim' * Christmas.” ‘ o ' ‘

-

" At thisfestival, special * Dapitde” are ssid at the time of prayer to
invoke blessings upon the Prophet, which act is meritorious. . They pra
tervently, *(.God! have mercy on Muhammad. Bless Muhammad, stc.”
Educated men iuvite. people-to their homes for “The meeting of Maulid

. (Birth),” whére passages from the life of the Prophet are read or recited.
" “Tn & féstivallike this, one cannot but notice the strong confrast be-
tweer Christ-and Muhammad: -~ Christians in commemorating the birth
of the Saviour place emphasis on'the fact that God became flesh to save us
. We erave His constant presence and blessing. -Muslims in commemorsating
the birth of Muhammad emphasize the need to pray God for blessings on -

. his departed soul.

“ THE FAITH OF THE CRESCENT."

The articles on Islam written by the Rev. J. Takle of Brahmanbaria
E. Bengal, and printed serially in The Young Men of India, have been
made available for a wider circle of readers by the Publication Depart-
ment of the Y.M.C.A’s of India and Ceylon. TFor nearly two decades
My, Takle has been & close student of Islamic literature, and at the same
time has come into daily touch with the Muhammadanism that prevails
among the more backward sections of the faithful in Hast Bengal. Some
of the fruit of this long study and first-hand investigation is embodied in,
a ‘compact and comprehensive book bearing the title ““The Faith of the
Crescent.”’ . ‘

Mr. Takle’s book is nof large, but it iz wonderfully comprehensive.
The ten chapters into which it is divided deal with all the salient points
of Islam, At the same time the arrangement of the book is admirable.
The subject is set out systematically, and the contents of each chapter
can be reoadily summarized. The style throughont is straightforward and
lucid. In all he writes Mr. Takle is in closest contact with the Qurin,
and with the standsrd anthorities on Islam. The illastrations are in-
teresting and instructive. The motes appended to the chapters and the
addenda at the end of the book, including & bibliography, supplement the
general treatment of the subject. . ' . :

For these reasons “ The Faith of the Orescent” will serve as a valuabls
introduction to the study of Islam. To study the book is to find that the
ground hag been more than broken up. It is to be furnished with facts
and stimulated by suggestions that will enable the student to expose the
plausible arguments of Islam’s champions, while it will stir him to work
and pray that Christ may aftain to His rightful place throughout the
Muhammadan world. : B

Mr. Takle begins with “The Fact of Islam.” He portrays the
“phenomenal success” thet it achigved, and finds & partial explanation in
*jts. attractiveness,” “ite “eggressivenegs,’ and “ifz solidarity.” The
perennial - problem of “The Hounder of Islam ' is discussed in three sec-
tions bearing the titles “Muhammad the Mam,” “the Seeker,”. “the
Prophet.” . Inconsiderihg his éarly sincerity and allowing somie resemblanee.
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. to such gia,nt;;s-‘a.s M@_@leé ‘a.ud:,Da{vi&, Mr. Takle has proba.bly; gone.-ag far ae

Christisn charity need gb..
A 'study of “Th

o Boots of Islsm” pulverises the ‘theory. that Islam
in “the eternal rélipion decreed by the Almighty.” = Many streams of
tiflusnce—Pagan, Jewisk, ‘Chridiisn, Sabian—have blended in the murky
waters of Talam.. The chapter raises‘the.interesﬁinﬁ'queation whether
Muohammed was ‘misled by the debased. Ohristianity of his day, or whether
he shunned the light that some hold to have been available for him.

* The ‘deadening inflaence’ of “ The Belief of Talam” end the false and;/
ruinous conception of God’d gervice exemplified in. “ The Religious Duties
of Islam™ ars foreefully “exhibitéd. The dead hand of “Certain Laws of
Islam " is disglosed, and the genesis, arrangement and inspiration of ** The
Bobk 'of Islam.’ are all discuased in sach a way as to destroy the Quran’s
claim to be the Word of Ged. o T ‘

" “The Sects of Iglam " give the lie to the claim that Islam is an un-
brokér unity. . Mr: Tikle shows that these sests have arisen for * political,
pietistid, and puritanical” reasons, and finds in them a true preparatio
evangelica. - Thée points of contact and of cdnflict between “Islam ‘and
Chrisbianity " are eharply defined. In the last chapter Mr. Takle glances.
st “The Titnre.of. Islam,” concluding with an earnest plea that “for
their sakea" ‘the Christian Church chould rehew the Urnsades in the
sslarength of God’s promises, Christ’s presence and the power of the Holy .

. ]._I'it,_ . N N i . __" . N | - . .

P To the Indian Christian who wonld know, &8 he should know, some-
thing "of: the non-Christian forees at work in his native land: to the yonng
Misgionary who desires & comprehensive and stimulating survey of Islam; to

the member of a Mission Study Circle anywherewe confidently coramend
Mr. Takle's book. S S L o

“The I'aith of the Crescent” may be had at the Y.M.C.A. office.
The price is Be. 1-12:0 in cloth: Re. 0<12-0 in paper. SRR

Heprey SUTTON.

Mymmsingh.

NEW MEMBERS.
117 Miss Atkinson - - .. .. Jessore. :
118 Rev. Prof. J. F. Smith... - ... Bangopn, Burms.

i

" Members are requested to help in keeping up the inierest by sending to the
S’écfstq)ry;'fgguagt_s Jor prayer and items of news for our League Magasine.
Bm}_mum'bwia, : . TakLE,

K. Bengal. Hon, Séc., M.M, Leagus,

: rﬂnﬂedﬁ.t ﬁhé-m histiﬁsaibnl’resa, Oalontm,n.ndpnhliahed Rgv
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