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'iiJ:h" lildigidn of Mnha ... .,. .. d 
(What can we beat call it 1) 

q;(N olden days, during the Il);ddle of last century, in India, Civil 
~ and Military Officers alike, interested in the subject, as well as 

Missionary Clergy, almost invariab1y £aIled It Muhammadanism, 
or the Religion of ,Muhamrllad; but during the last half century, 
o;illce Muhammadans have been waking' up to the fact that their 
religion has been losing ground, they have< published many books on 
the value (as they consider) of Islam,. and this wOld- has increasingly 
been used by Christians, as being m«;:He euphonious and easier to write, 
than ,I Muhammadtl.nism," without realising the meaning of the word 
or its el ymology. 

All Muhammadans and many Christians argue in favour of 
"Islam," that it is the word Muhammad himself used, as the name of 
his religion, and it is a vety strong argument; but on analysls, it will 
not hold good. The word is used in the 'Quran (Surah iii., 78, 79, 
and in other places). It says (Rodwell's Translation) ,-

U Say: we believe in God, and in wh~t hath been sent down 
to us, and what hath been sent down to Abraham and Ishmael 
and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and in what was: given to 
Moses and to Jesus and 'to the Prophets from their Lord.
We make no difference between thetn.-And to Him are we 
resigned (Muslim) And whoso desirllih any other religion 
than Islam, it shall by no means therefore be acce~ted from 
him, and in the next world he shall be among the lost." 

Which proves that the Religions of Abraham, Moses and Jesus was 
Fs/am, and throughout the Quriln Muhamm~ states that Islam was 
his religion. But tbe teaching of Muhammad was diametrically 
opposed to the teaching of the Holy Jesl1s an<J of the Prophets, on the 
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subject of our LOrd's Divinity, His Divine Sonship, His death, His 
expiation for the sins of the World, the Fatherhood of God, the 
Blessed Trinity, etc. II1 fact his explanation of Bible truths and 
facts, both of the Old and New Testaments, is but a garbled account, 
a parody, of what is taught in the Bible, so that what he says about 
Islam being the religion of Jesus, as well as of himself, cannot be true. 

hlam, according to .Muhammadans, is Submission to the TV;/! 
of God. We have a most perfect example of the Submission of 
Jesus to the Will of God, and the religion of the latter might well 
be called True isiam. 

The root of the word Islam is very much used in the Hebrew 
Bible for Peace, the Peace of God, Peace in the heart of mali, but 
what are we to say about the Islam of Muhammad, who n-jected the 
Divinity of Jesus? 

I deny most emphatically that there is that submission to the 
Will of God in Muhammada'nism such as we read of as accomplished 
in the Life of Jesus. If the word Allah be substituted for GOlf, we 
might then state that Muhammadanism was a submission to the Will 
of Allah, for the word Allah connotes quite <\ different set of id~as, 
to which we ascribe to God. 

Other religions, such as Hinduism, Confucianism, Buddhism, 
etc., are correct terms for describing these forms of religion, why 
then, not call the Religion of Muhammad, Muhammadani~m, which 
would be absolutely true, or else call it the religion of Allah? 

The same argument holds good, with reference to the use of 
Muslim or Moslem, or Musalman, which all mean the same; it is 
derived from the same word, translated Peace 

Muhammadans may be expDnents of the Will of Allah, but 
Christians should not credit them, as they do every time the lauer 
use that word, that they are the true exponents of the Will of God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ. . 

I have been myself, for many years, a Missionary among the 
Afghans, and know well the value of what I have written. 

9th October, 1926. 
2, Execliff. 

Exmouth. 

\VORTfIINGTON JUKES 

(late Rector of Shobrooke) 

In sending us the above statement ML Jukes says: 'Islam, is 
too good a word to be wasted on Muhammadanism, for neVer has it 
ris.en or can it, rise to the deep mEaning of submission to the wi'll of 
God. Every time we Christians use that word, we are unconscious'ly 
bolstering up the religion of Muhammad with one hand whilst We are 
trying to break it down with tbe other." 
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. 'Thi~ is pretty plain speaking, isnJt it? One~s mind becomes 
dizzy in contemplating all the write-rs who come under this castigation., 
Much of what Mr. Jukes says is unquestionably correct, but we are leCt 
wi~h a very practical question-can we, should we, dispense with these 
terms at this stage? It would be helpful if friends in various 
Moslem lands would contribute their views on the subject. 

• Ed. NEWS & NOTES. 

EehiHd the Purdah 
(lll l"dia) 

"lr CCORDING to the census of 192 J. the percentage of literacy 
JJ1. among the Moslem women of the United Provinces was '72, i.e. 

barely one woman in a hundred can read and write.. Literacy 
here meaning one who can write a letter and read the answer. 

A great deal is said at the present time of the social activities 
and the new movements happening in the Islamic world of to-day. 

Echoes of the emancipation of Turkish women from the 
thraldom of purdah llave reached IndiaJ and tbe news is having more 
or less influence on the very few of the Muslim women of the United 
Provinces who have bad a little education~ that '72 per cent. 

Generally speaking, however, for the women of Oudh, whether 
Muslim or HinduJ politics has as yet no meaning, and consequently 
no appeal. There is talk of a new life for the Muslim woman, a 
different outlook, a freedom, hitberto unknown, for them, opportunities 
to be of a social and friendly intercourse with other women, which 
will open minds now limited in thought and outlook, and. give to such 
a new vision. 

This talk, though, has as yet only been heard outside the walls 
of the zanana. The voices' telling of a new liberty for women have 
not reached tbem, not penetrated those doors which shut them in. 
They have not heard the good news. 

How remarkable it is, that an ordinary door of mango wood, 
can effect such a barrier to progress, and keep two worlds apart! 

On the outside of that door, a world of progress, and new thought, 
and on the inside, a world of superstition and intrigue, due to igno# 
rance. 

What a lot there is to be accomplished, to educate and enligbten 
these dark minds, living on the other side of that door. 

A kindly interest shown in them and in their lives, together 
with interesting news brought to them of the world about which they 
know practically nothing, will -perhaps provide the incentive to know 
more about it, and· a desire to come in touch with it and realise its 
beauties. The leaven will permeate. It may be hidden away in these 
dark minds for a time, but it will eventually make itself felt and seen. 

During the Mutiny strange things happened. This woman'~ 
story is an echo of the mutiny days. Her mother was a Christian, hut 
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how far she was permitted to live according to what sbe believed in the 
Mohammedan home to which she was taken, is not known. 

Her daughter could read, had read the New Testament, and 
bad a copy given to her, but doubts as to her faithfulness to the 
religion of Islam had caused the book to be taken from her and 
destroyed. 

Her mother was now dead, and she herself a widow with no 
children, when I first met her, but she was a keen listener when we 
talked to her about the message of the Book. 

She came to accept the Truth, and remembering that her mother 
had died in the Christian faith, she expressed a wish that she tuo 
should become a follower of Christ. Being surrounded by those wbo 
would hinder her, she quickly found that circumstances were very 
much against her . 

. She made an effort to leave her home, in order to be free from 
all tbat would prevent her from hearing more of the Gospel, but that 
attetnpt was frustrated, and she was taken away, and for som~ months 
was lost to us. By chance we came across her in another home, 
but a change had been effected in her. She recognized us but there 
was no opportunity to speak to her, there never is any opportunity, 
and she looked at us in an imploring manner, not to insist in making 
the Opp(}rtunity. 

Wbat has happened behind the purdah? Shall we ever know? 
Olle wonders if she still has the desire she once had, or if in 

'Some manner unknown to us, she has been obliged to relinquish any 
hopes of accomplishing her wish. We leave the matter there and 
remember her in prayer, There are many others who arrive at a 
certain point, and then the seed sown seems to suffer a set-back. 

The seed SOwn ",as beginning to show itself, and seed-like, 
persisted ill b'eing recognized. Here war; the difficulty. 

On subsequent visits to her home, what were we told? 
H She is not here to·day, she has left to visit a friend in another 

town ". 
Has she really gone away we wonder, and if 50 will she ever 

return? 
The question often arises in our mind. Is it good to go on 

sowing the seed, kn0wing full well that having taken TOot in good 
ground it will in all probability be trampled on by methods which we 
are powerless to frustrate. In such cases it appears as if our sowing 
were in vain, 

Indeed the work of bringing the Light to these darkened minds 
would be a hopeles5 task, did we believe that where oUr efforts failed 
notblug further was possible. There would be but one conclusion to 
come to, -and that would be to leave the work uudone, for "who ,is 
sufficient for these things?" 

The seed is sown, We leave it there in the knowledge and 
sure hope that God will perfect and accomplish that which He hath 
begUIJ, until the day of Jesus Christ. 

Fyzabad, U. P. E. M. MITCHELL. 
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~ubmjtted for the Wonsideration of 
Workers Amongst Women 

(B,. One of our members) 

As we visit women in their homes and seek to in,struct them, and 
draw lhern to tIle Sa.\liou1·, it is important that we: do not seek to w-eaken Or 
breal( the marriage lief or encourage them to take any step which means 
for them a disregard of allY moral obligatiolls which they at prescnt 
recognise. To become a Chri!nian must mean a slep onward in every sense. 

We may be weakening instead of strengthening the Church of Christ 
in India if we prepare the way for women to enter the vhiible Church 
before they have living faith. 

00 we not delay the progress of the Gospel by helping to remove 
from their homes women of whose faith we have assurance, because we 
believe they are in danger, thus depriving them of the privilege of sufferillg 
for the sake of Christ, and also depriving non-Lhristian homes and 
communities or witnesses for Christ through whom others might be drawn 
to Him? 

111 reclJiving or assisting wO,rnen it is Important that we count the 
cost~ and consider in eacr case whether or not we are able to carryon the 
work we: so gladly begin. and to undertake all that is needful in order to 
fit them for leading useful Christian lives. 

\Ve do well to take warning from the fact that too many who have 
come out hastily have drifted, some of them back into their old religion, 
~Qme into lives of sin, others into an irresponsible and unprofitable type of 
outward Christia.nity. 

It is right for us to avoid anything tbat might needlessly embarrass 
Government officials, European or Indian, as has been done ill cases where 
women ha\'e unjustifiably left their homes. 

It is well to carefully consider the leaching of Scripture on this 
subject. 

We may take encouragement (rom the fact, that there are Christian 
families who look back on the Christian life and influence of a mol her who 
remained in her home and won the members of her family for Christ. 

Nevertheless we should never cease to keep before us the fact that 
when God opens the door for a believing woman to come out and forsal(e 
all for .christ, it is of the utmost importance fol' her not to hold back, and 
or us to be ever ready to recognise and receive such. 

As to the inner working of HomBsfor new converts-
While W~ put the highest standard of spil-itual attainment before 

converts, we do well to remember that spiritual development is generally 
slow, and that the experience which enables one to lay hold of God's grace 
for every conditi~m in life cc.~_nnot, as a rule,. ~e ga_ined qui.ckly. Hence. 
arises an incapaCity to cope wlth the new conditions 11lto wtLlch we enable 
women to enter. Instead of the natural life of a home where the presence 
of relatives, male as well as female, makes many claims, and where the 
softening illAuence of liltle children does its work, they find themselves 
am OIl" women only, (though children may also be included among the 
itlmal~s) and under ,,;o~lditions. \V~dch. ~o\Vever comfortabl~,. are by I~O means 
natural. Da.ily life, With the Irritability caused by SemltlVeneSS, Jealousy, 
pride, etc .. ?ecomes_ more difficult than they expected it to be. an~ the.y 
begin to reahse, speCially as an outlook towards the future asserts Itself, 
that the nxst step was not the only difficult part of the new life. 
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The only thing which can conti.$;.ue to ~upp_ort a woman under such new 
and unnatural conditions is devotion to the Saviour, and unless there has been 
a genuine Christian experience, before she leaves her -home, the risk is too 
great to rUIl. _ 

Those who have made a definite and open break froth their past life 
are in a better position f.or making spiritual progress than such as are 
haunted by dread, or by a feeling of uncertainty as to whether- they have 
dOone right in leaving home and duty .secretly. . 

Unsuitable women in a Home for converts are great disturbers of 
peace, and time and strength which have to be spent on them are taken 
away from the real work of the Home. 
Dedu ctions-

We should use great care in investigating the cases of women who 
wish to leave their homes, seeking wisdom to detect such as have Dn}y .a 
desire to get out of unhappy conditions, and advise bel1evers to remain, 
llnless there is very clear evidence against it, to witness for Chris.t and 
to seek to bring others to Him. 

That in cases where secret action seems right and imperative, 
information be given as 5001) as possible to near relatives when such nave 
been left, a<; to the reason for leaving .. 

That we seek, through prayerful fellowship, to help one another to 
right decision and action in each case that may arise. 

CiJonv"rts from Islam, C!{vangdists of the 
8 .. tcastes 

~E hear so much of the sparseness of results among the Moslems of the 
~ Near East (except Persia) that we may be liable to overlook the 

work done in India since Hen'ry Martyn translated the New Testa
ment into Urdu. I have recently come across an instance of this in 
connection with the Boarding High SclloQ!, Batala. This wa.., founded 
in 1878 by the Rev. F. H. Baring, himself a missionary to Moslems, and 
among the earliest pupits were several COil verts from Islam, one afterwards 
Archdeacon of DeMit another deputy conservator of forests, and so on. 
A recent careful examination of the school roll for the last ten years shows 
that olle third of an ave'-Age of 80. boys are of Moslem parentage or 
extraction. I have no doubt that the roU of the Ludhiana Boys' 
Hoarding School would show a similar result. This means that in the 
Central Panjab one-third of the midule class Christian community is the 
fruit of work among Moslems, and these men whom we know are leading 
usdul lives as Christian citizens, with' here and there a distinguished name. 

That work among M'oslems had of late years sladcened, largely 
o\Vill~ to the great stress of the village worle: among otltcastes, is a matter of 
regret, but ·we should not forget who ha\.o'e been the chief indian reapers of 
this ha.rvest in the villnges. The 'ex-Muslim ~oes more re-1dily to the 
outcaste than the ex-Hindu, and in the Panjah .he bulk of the mass move. 
ment work h;:!s been done by 'Converts of Muslim origin. One such 
was the versifier of the Panjabi Psa.lter which has become the hymn~book 
of the vilbges. God can do greater things through these our brothers than 
He has done in the past. 

H. U. W. S. 
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lBook liteview 
",RANK, Bishop of Zanzibar:-Life of Frank \Veston, D.O., 1871-1924 
ML byjH. MaynRrd Smith, D.O., Society for PromotinglChristian Know

ledge, London, pp. 326, 75 6d. 
A great biog:ril.phy of a great man who lived much in the public e,'c 

but hated praise and lived ht~ whole life for God and His African childn;Ji" 
A man of strong will, deep emotions and keen illtellect, equally eager to 

i'fight the battle against modernism and against forced labor. First, last and 
always an Anglo-Catholic Churchman devoted to the rites and ceremonies 
of the Communily of the Sacred Passion. One who had knowledge of the 
spiritual forces from above and beneath engaged in warfare for ~he soul of 
Africa. Here is a book to study and ponder over. The chapter on Moham
medanism and witchcraft in East Africa is illuminatinv; not less the one 
that tells of Bishop \Veston's fight with m()dernism, iI I do not hesitMe to 
say'\ he wrote "that a church which has two views in its highest ranks about 
the trustworthiness of the Bible, the authority of the Church and the inf~lIi
bility of the Christ has sunendered its chance of winning the Moslem; for 
his dependence on his book, his tradition and his prophet will not be tal<lm 
by a debating society but by the living speaking- church of the InfaUible 
\i\'ord incarnate ", and again, II Save OUT converts in Afric:l fmm reading in 
books by Christians at home all those thinKS which are calculated to make 
them doubt whether there be a God at all and such lhings as a Catholic 
Revelation." , 

The characterization given of Francis of Assisi by Sabatier, 1/ Catholic 
evangelical and apostolic H

J would apply to the late Bishop of Zanzibar, and 
one rises {rom the perusal of this biography with a resolve to live as Bishop 
Weston expressed itin a sermon on Isaiah 63; 5, conquering and to conquer 
and to care for the lovely Christ in Africa. "Lift ~'our arms with His arms 
in prayer that salvation may come in i).fricCI; and let your hearts burn with 
fury against Satan so that with the lovely Christ you may Consume all that 
can keep God from any of the leClst of the souls v.'hom He has created for 
Himself." 

~he Islamia CIlollege, CIlalcuHa 
'fg\URING the Christmas VCl(;ation His Exceliel'cy, Lord Lytton, the !i' Governor of Bengal, formally opened the new Ishunia College l in 

Wel1esley Street l Calcutta. This institution owes its existence to a 
determined effort on the part of the leading Muslims of the Province 

to secure a more purely Mustim centre of learning for the higher education 
of their young men. They describe it as I' another Aligarh." The Nizam 
of Hyderabad and other notable Muslims have made generoll'i dOIlt=ltiolls 10 
the scheme. There are some 183 students at present on the rQII, all of 
whom are Muslims. Of the staff of 20, four are at present Hindus, but 
-these, \\'e understand, are likely to qe replaced by Muslims as ~oon as 
suitable men can be found. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



NEWS AND NOTES 

Cilorr"sponuenc" 
United Provinces, lndia.-A lady mf'!mber, who had previously sent 

in a request for prayer 011 behalf of a young man in a Muslim home, now 
writes to say: • You will be interested to know that he was baptized in 'our 
Church to~day at the week'evening service. I think his confession will mean 
IT'uch in his home wh~re I visit, for two women there are needing all the help 
they can get. I hope they too will be able some time to become Christialls. 
I should like to ask prayel- on behalf of the two women ill that home 
and for the young- man that he may be remembered ill our prayers.' He is 
only 21 years of age, but seems very much in earnest and unafraid. 

* ~ * * * 
West Khandesh, Bomboy Presidency.-· I would like to put before the 

members a few subjects for prayer. There 15 a Muhammadan here who. 
seems to be an eamest seeker afte. Christ. May God give him power to 
come out wholly for Him. There are two others, also Mosh~ms-we need to 
pray that God by His Holy Spirit may WOI-I< in their hearts so that they may 
come out for Christ. The first above-mentioned applied for baptism long
ago. But do you know any place where I C;lt1 send him after baptism? 
r don't think he can be r{ept here_ He has studied up to the Matriculation, 
if he has not passed. He speaks English and has studied Urdu and 
Persian.' 

'I am very thanJdul to God for the worker He has given me to 
spread the Gospel among the Moslems. May we remember him also 
in prayer,' 

[One friend advertised his need for an Urdu-speaking worker in our 
pages. We rej()ice that such a helpe!- h:l<; been found. Rd,] 

* * * * * 
A fell.ow-member in retircmellt writes:-
" My heRn is in India thoug-h 1 .tnt hel-e in England and my earnest 

prayers are for all who are \vorkillg :1mong the l\.lahomedans, as it's 50 
wonderful to read how many are seeking fot- the true Light. I do pray that 
many may be won for Christ and that specirtl missionaries may be sent to 
work among the Mahomedans. 

'ij);h" Muslim Yf "ar 
Ranidhan. 

The excellence of this month is extolled by Muhammad who stated 
that during- this period the gates of Paradise an! open while those of Hell 
remain shut. (Mishkat-VIL I. I.) 

In pRrticul.ar, one of its nights, lailafu'l-qadr (the nig-ht of power), 
is held 1n 111gh esteem. This is the night on which the Quran is said to 
have descended upon Muhammad (see Sura, XCVI L). The precise date, 
however, was neVel- disclosed by Muharnnmd and his companions to his 
followers_ It is now variously said to be the 2 I:"t, ':!3I"d, 25th, 27th or 29th. 

Pmyer on this night is equal ;n merit to the devotional exercises of a 
thousand other Ilights_ £t is also believed that r1urin~ its hours the \"hole 
animal 4nd veg~table creation bow in humble adoration to the Almighty. 

The month owes its f~lme, however, to the faCllhat it is incumbent on 
all believers (except such ~s are expl'essly exempted) to observe th~ 
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stl"ictest possible fast from da":n to sun!iet on each day of the month. Those 
w~o.so ~ee{> the fast are promIsed pardon for all their past venial sins. It is 
this institutIOn that constItutes one of the five pi\lars of their religion. 

Bor Praisll and Prayer 
PRAISE for the steady sale of Gospel porti-ons among Moslems. (Bengal) 
P~AISE for the confession of faith by baptism of a Moslem young man and 

prayer that his example may lead the women in his home to give 
their hearts to Christ. (United Provinces) 

PRA YER for three seekers after truth in vVest Khandesh that under the 
influence of God's Spirit tIley may declare themselves followers 
of Christ. 

PRAYER for God's blessing to rtttend the labour's of the Indian -helper in 
work among Moslems (West Khandesh). 

PRAYER is requested for a Christian woman and her two children whose 
husb;.J.nd, now turnF'd M(islem, ill-treats her in his endeavour to 
make her deny Christ.. (Bengal) 

PRAYER is asked for a young man and woman who, surrounded a5 they are 
by Moslems, are subjected to great danger-Hthat their faith fail 
not and tht'y may soon be free to serve their Master openly." 
(Bengal) 
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Edited and published by Rev. L. Bevan Jones, Dacca, Beng21, and printed 
\ at the Orissa 1\1 ission Press, Cuttack, by S. F. Robinson, 

Superintendent. 

electronic file created by cafis.org




