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A SyMPOSIUM.

IV :

M&rtain type of missionary and Indi
' We believe God truly inspired Mub
there is no doubt. Before passing any™
answer, we must keep in mind that the Spirit'e .
reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax Sl Ot quench.”
The Spirit of Christ demands that we must be charitable and not always
look to the dark side of the picture, but commend things that are
~ good. ‘T'bat is what the Apostle to the Gentiles asks the Church
at Philippi to do; (Phil. 4, 8). No one can deny thgt the life of

F Muhamm after his flight from Mecca was 0ot it was when he
lived there. As'we condemn his life and doings it was immoral

nd bad, why should we not commend a raise those things in his

e which were noble and good? If Go ot inspire Muhammad

to stand singly against the whole ggunt denounce idolatry, who
did? do this? Vﬁga strength to bear all
suffering a ution because of his preaching that God is one, and
that His be obeyed? Did Satan? So long as he followed
the light im God helped him, but when he went astray

he was lef ny one is to be blamed, it is the so-called
Christian did not shine, and Muhammad instead of
becoming an and prophet of the Cross turned out to be what
we deplore.
If it is the word ‘inspiration’ that shocks some people, I want
to know if Cyrus was not inspired to do Jehovah’s will. The prophet
of the Exile calls him “ His anointed,” ete.
YoHAN MASIH.
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54 NEWS AND NOTES

V.

The quesnon yan have raised seems to me a most serious one.
y se, ‘“an h1m be peace,” appears, at the outset, most
Ly lBammed into the same class
p from that, e\'er)thmg
1€ and ¢ inspiration.”
ous truth then

Ny answer more " an this: God tanght
but that does not constitute ‘inspiration’
the word. Nor do I see any difficulty in
. behaviour at Mecca ”—any more than in
82 or Marcus Aurelius. No one qu
pen and great teachers outside the
not make them inspired prophets.
' him be peace,’ and call him an inspire

-
C. A R ;[:_ANV]ER._."‘
VI. g

With reference to )our request for correspondence about the |
1nsp1ratlon of Muhammed, I have one or two remarks to make 3
: sapplication .of Carlyle’s dictum n the -

issue) is surely a complete Jusuﬁcahon, so far
nion counts, for the statement that * God truly inspired:

Muhammed.’

But what 1 wa ttention to is the
later from Dr. Zwemer : 1|: the stupendgu
spiritual forces that exist and exet their influencé
Islam, but it is perfectly evident that these forces'8
their aims, and irreconcilable in their ideals, with thes@@FChristianity.”
Now, what is the meaning of the words “sp Bs? Can a
spiritual force be incompatible and irreconcilil the spiritual
forces of Christianity? Is there more than onf {
power in the universe ? Or, to pu‘it another way, has the witch
doetor spiritual force or has he not ? s spiritual force a thing which
necessarily “came out of heaven,” or can there be a spiritual force
which is “ earthly, sensual, devilish 2

eptence quoted
ength of the
e world of
dmpatibie in

/
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It is arguable that Islam had, and has, spiritual force, but that
its “stupendous” forces are and were not spiritual at all, but otherwise.
If, of course, it had spiritual force, then Muhammed ho mtroduced it
to the world, was inspired juslin so far as gt forc jal, ie.
of God, and new in ¢ Jcnt i :
admit that it had Spi T
. strength @ -

_ the pres
rest on

yortunist.
nportant

e ineeption of Islam, at. ‘i Muham-
mad’s €areer. “'The ardent preachér,, pustere
Prgphet at Mecca, pleading amid a s for
1 pleration and the bare recogn ality

and the precursor of the mil ble
r, the despotic rat of e is
y the same man.’ ;
In aninterview wi uraish that
gi@ his faith th ould not on vould
b of the Arabs and the Persid o (S Rasl,
» PP- 145°6.) .
¢ Muslim claim is that as a Prophet he was inspired to usher
. dispensa on , supersed y_ what had gomesgbefore. The latest

of Quranic verses i be falss, B

ph ) i gachers of
e Muslim i icl e is a ¢ inspired by (
tliver God’s e. In this Muslim sense, I do !
| not see iental sch? can call Muh'lmmad a prophet.
OF maghrgliconsideration and wide reading I'gave my own

- view imy

- ed knowledge
only con

d’ (pp. 228-32).
pressed.

E. SELL.
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dianis was itsell shown to be
m ans‘yer to our questlon in the
tober issue 1917, pp. 420-423. Ed.
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(The personal view to which Canon Sell refers occupies the
closing pages of his biography of Muhammad, and is quite the best
brief statement of the character on the great Arabian that we have seen.
It has thesmeri delilliately secki . do justice to Muhammad’s
jpod Pt ek cludes 4 following paragraph :

i ry the conclusion on a
‘ he wasa
spread a

1on as a |

fon “raised, it scem a

good netation given to the term 4EE
Ifin plled a * prophet ” (Titus 1: 12), ghere §

e application of that term to M -
truth is dependent upon his mo
ad’s carll gears, when sincerit
in him, that he™@
§ the subsequent lig
t distorted

J. IRELS

Spe

in who
@ by th
fSidolatr :
Church had become so rrup
his whole soul Tose up against it, and
to convince men og' the error of idol
God. :

b where the
ing of an a pperament

w made usl

atry and thests
Had ammed continued a

learner, God w@ld surely have opened h

might have bec a true apo%lc to

and others ; but he allowed “self”

0 , and seized the.opportumty, too.
oldfhature, to minister to his own self-aggra

y percewed by the |
ent. He certainly {
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did not begin by being an imposter. And is not the very fact of the
Moslem creed being based partly on a truth and that a fundamental truth
of revelation, though with a false addition, the great source of its power
and spread 2 Thatshich b it the unity @fy G appeals to
the consciences a 5 of th Bir,
fleshly mind. °

st—Greek Armtcmanmnd
zists, so tha

on in those Chirches will on

A scho]arl. rticle on & Eelecticism in Is ,” written by
A caue. v ) A . ——— ‘ Ori b ———

subsequent ma

1€ as an
ammedan traditions wWhich® nown as
fditions, so called bg 'y purport
\llah. Examples of itions are
hem obviously b@ 1" Jewish and

J Interes
- found in a seco

her €xperiences und
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title “ Off the Beaten Track.” The history of the Moslem sect known
as the Ibadhites and their present condition it described by the Rev.
Percy Smigh, of Algiers.
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