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TJ,e Sw~rd ~r tJ,e Cress. 
'THE cross cannot be defeated, because it itself was defeat. ll Long 

have I pondered, says Dr. Zwemer, on this mystical utterance, 
which sums up the history of missions in a sentence and sets forth the 
deepest distinction between Islam amJ Christianity historically consid­
ered. The Cross was apparently vanquished by the sword of Islam 
in its wide and rapid spread throughout the Near East. Churches 
became mosques, Christians apostates to Islam, literature and archi-' 
tecture bowed to the genius of l\:lohammed and his Succt!ssors, the 
Crescent displaced the Cross. Hut was it defeated, or does faith 
triumph over hope deferred? Christ is a conquerer whose victories 
have always been won through loss and humiliation and suffering. 
He invites His followers to take up their cross as He took up His, and 
follow Him first to their Calvary, and then to their crown. The wa)' 
of the Cross is the path of wisdom and of lift. There can be no 
.ictcry without it. Christ's battle flag, like that of Sigurd ·the Norse­
man, while it insures victory to those who follow it, often hrings death 
to those who carry it. The Cross of Christ is tht primal, the supreme, 
the central, the U11iversal, the eternal symhol of Christianity. Christ's 
messengers are messengers of the Cross and all it signifiest or they are 
not His messengers at all .......... .. 

We do not put our trust in politics. They are uncertain at best, 
and whatever may prove the final adjustment of the present" Muddle­
East;" neither our hopts nor our dread lie in that direction. Our hope 
is in' th,e Cross. Our dread is that we shauM seek t.o escape it. The 
'Crusaders denied the Cross by taking up the sword. "It is at this 
point," says Kirby Page, "that the sword and the Cross differ. The 
sword, even u,ed defensively, means the attempt to kill the guilty for 
the sake of the innocent. The Cross symbolizes the willingness of 
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the innocent to die for the guilty." The sword can only prodnce 
brutality, the Cross tenderness; the sword destroys human life, the" 
Cross gives it priceless value; the sword deadens conscience, the 
Cross awakens it; the sword ends in hatred, the Cross in love; he 
that takes up the sword perishes by it, he that takes up the Cross in­
herits eternal Jife. I n winning Moslem lands for Christ, the call is for 
Illen and women who will today follow the way of the Cross with the 
same courage and abandon with whicl1 the soldier yesterday servt:'d his 
country. At the Smyrna Student Conference this year we heard Turks, 
Armenians~ Bulgarians and Greeks sing in Christian unison, "The Son 
of God gOt:!; forth" to war ,' ......... It was the harbinger of a new day, 
that day when the Cross shall be lifted up in every pulpit where now 
the wooden sword in the hands of the Imam is the ever recurring 
Friday symbol of conquest. The Sword or the Cross; self-assertion 
or self-denial; might or meekness j carnal weapons and methods or 
crucifixion. The friends of God, the real friends of humanity, do not 
hesitate in their choice. Out of weakness they are made strong, 
baffled they still prevail. Because they share the humiliation of the 
Cross they too cannot be defeated. They too, as John Cordelier puts 
it, ., are for Christ's sake wounded in the hands that work for Him, in 
the feet that journey to Him, ill the heart that asks only strength to 
love Him; as He too is wounded in His ceaseless working for us, His 
tireless coming to us, His ineffable desire towards us. \Ve share the 
marks of His passion and He ours/' 

The print of the nails and the mark of the spear are still the 
'supreme evidence of Christ's resurrection power and deity, and the 
test of our discipleship. The call is for men and women who will now 
offer for this sacrificial service . 

. From I The Moslem TVorld,' Octo/ler tmmber. 

Tbe CCl1)l1)ittee 101'/ Wo.?rli a",Cl'/g McsJel1)s cf 
tbe Natio.?l'/al Missio.?l'/ary CCUI'/Cil, II'/dia. 

The Secretary of this Committee, Professor R. Siraj-ud-Din of 
Lahore, reports that during 192 [ a speciat sub-committee for this 
purpose was appointed for the Punjab. That sub-committee has formu­
lated plans for sending out one or two evangelists for Inter-Provinc· 
ial work to other parts of India. The Rev. Sultan ~tuharnmad has 
been requested to visit the different provinces in India and give a 
short series 'of .Iectures in Urdu at large centres only. It is greatly to 
be hoped th<3t wherever possible members of our League ",,111 make 
arrangements for the Evangelist to visit their stations. Communica­
tions 011 the suhject should be addressed to 1\,1r. Siraj-ud-Din, \Varris 
Road, Lahore. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



NEWS AND NOTES IJ 

Our file. 
A lady-member writing from N. India says: _ 

The work among the Muslim womell is very difficult and dis­
couraging here. Many are very POOf, and live i!1 small and dreary 
homes-whole streets art' occupied hy them, just small inclosures 
surrounded by mud walls. Descendents of princes and of good ai1(~ 
high birth, they are now reduced to great poverty because the pens­
ions which they have heen receivin~ from the Government have been 
'50 divided and sub-divided among them, that they are merely nominal. 

In spite of poverty, numbers live lives of the strictest seclusion. 
A few are favourably disposed to Christianity, but they, from 

the nature of their circumstances and mode of life, of.;:., rigid isolation 
from other women similarly disposed, find no encouragement save 
that which we can give them. 

Some have tried to serve Christ-bui secretly, through fear, 
and the problem before uS is-how to help those who make a right 
decision and then begin to realize what the confession of that decision 
will mean for them. < • 

I am more than ever convinced nfter some year!'; of work 
among them that the most important move in our \vork of evangeliza­
tion is to endeavour to establish a personal friendship with them, and 
learn their point of vlew, before we can understand their actions. 

Their experience is so exceedingly limited, that our work too is 
almost as much educational as evangelistic; one has to make ones's 

-road before We can carry our message across it." 
;,i "* '* * I would like to tell you of something that has cheered me tremendously. 

T'he Moslem girl who became a Christian and as a result had 
to leave her home in 1917 and be hidden a.way from her people for 
3 years, is now able to visit her home, as a C~ristian. This is more 
than any of liS dared to hope: and we are full of praise and thankful­
ness, She is being trained in an institution, and is allowed to spend 
part of her holidays a.t home, and we feel it is safe for her. Her 
people were exceedingly angry when she became a Christian, but they 
are more reconciled to it. 'Ve need to remember and pray very ear~ 
nestly for her parents and sisters at this time. 

NEW MEMBERS. 
:). 'lis':; A. H. Clart, , /\11':'I.I-L\--1.S.) Pab.na, Bcng-~ll. 

60. Rev. C. H. J\'Iolll'Oe.. .:\J. E. :\1issior" Shahjahanpur. 
71. {{ev, J. W. Nave, " " Hudaon. 

118. Rev. T. N. l-·lo11ist-er, Dwarahat, Almora.. 
133, Rev.·R. C. li arrington, ., Lncknow. 
1,~7· Rev. H. 1. Sheets, Bijnor 
16:.\.. Miss J. 'I. Peters "PilibhiL 
IRS. Re\,. C. L [bre, O,D. " Harcilly. 
260. Rev. V. V. Phillip:,>, Nail1i 1'aJ. 
278. Rev. B. T. R:tdley, Shahjahanplll". 
279. Rev. E. LVr. j\·1ofh-t, " " Lucknow. 

(The l:.1st figure showl1 indicates the full nurnber now in membership.) 
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League Financial Statement for 1921. 

RECIEPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
Rs. A. 1'. Rs. •• r, 

Balance in hand 199 3 6 
Members' Subscriptions: 
Arrears 237 I 0 

Printer's Bills 
Postages 
Office Sundries 

419 
29 
23 

(, 6 
IO 9 
6 " 

1921 ... 402 13 0 -----
In advance _.. OS 7 n 472 7 J 

735 5 0 Balance 462 3 

Hs. 934 R 6 Rs. 934 8 6 

------------------,----------------
Examined and found correct, 

PETKR NOBLK. 19-1-22 

I.. BEVAN JONES, 
Hon. Sec. & 1'reas. 

It was announct:d last mQnth that we were conduding th~ year with a 
superfluous balance of s-orne RS.400. It is to be obst'rved however that, 

(i) the c1\pcnditurc for 1921 actually exceeded the receipts f.or the same 
period by Rs. 70, though Rs . .+3 has still to come in from members now on· 
furlough; 

(ii) aboul Rs. 100 consists of subscriptions paid 111 advance. 
In the circumstances it seems bnly \vise to maintain, so fal' as pos~ible 

eal:h year, a small balance in hand. If we mark down Rs. 50 for this purpose" 
we may say that we have Hs. 3CXl for use for special literature. 

We are confident that the League can easily meet its normal liabilities· 
with the subscription fixed at Rs. 2 pcr annum, if only members will mal{e 
an effort to increase the number of subscribers. There must be still many 
workers known to liS who would be only too glad to be linked up with us if) 
this great enterprise. A good .'>lart has been made this month. 

The annual sub:..;cription to the League is only Rs. 2~O~O. 7'1u! 
Secretary will be glad t() send spare copz'es of this issue to add,'esses mentioneJ 
hy memberswitfl a view to securing new subscribt!r~" News and requests ./0)' 
pra_J'er will a17.IItl:Jls be 7.!le/come and should h(' sent em-Z1' in the month 
to the Bon .. SecretflYY;-

Rev. L. Bevan Jones, 
Raptist Mi~sion, 

flaccn, Reng"lll, india. 

PRINTED AT THE ORISSA MISSION PRESS, CUTTi\CK, 

BY REV. R. J. GRUNDY, SUPERINTENDENT. 
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