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News AND NOTES, No, 5. September 1912,

CONTROVERSY.

We lave heen asked our opinion concerning controversy in our work
amongst Mudime,  Our correspondent says that = In the olden days, it was
controversy which produced the hest of Al converts.”  Now to our mind the
otie ontstanding fenture of the Lucknow Conference was the singular tes-
thnony given by Muogtim converty present fo the roamavkable infinence of the
personal life of issionaries upon their life. [t was love,. kindness amd
sympathy that broke down every prejndice and won their heavts to Chrixt,

We do not see how we can avold convroversy altogether when we re-
member the tultl Christian nature of Muoslhim Ihocﬂug The Rev. W, AL
Rice, MLAL, i his Crusaders of the Twentieth Centory, says, © There 18 not
one eardival Twet concerning the hfe, person and work of the Lord Jesus
Christ which is not cither deunicd. perverted, misvepresented, or at least
iguored in Muhammadan theology” Therefore we may expect that our
]nu(*utﬂtmn of the truth, whether by preaching, conversation, or in thoe
E:l‘lnhul page, will vouse the Muslim to oppoesition.  Sometimes arguinent iy
goold, ind even may be encouraged if it is likely to remove ervor and be
heipfal to the tistenors,

We bhave just been re-readivg Protf. Macdonald's < dspects of Islom.”
It is 2 book of lectures delivered to missionary students tor the benefit of
missionaries to Muslims, and is dedicated to #he memory of a missionary to
Musglims who was killed at Adana. 1t is a ook worth reading. FProf.
Macdonald says, * T'he missionary will not be 4 controversialist, althongh he
must know controversy and be able with dislectie to give a reason for the
faith that js in kim, Often he will find that it is not best to atback Muham-
madanizm directly, but to let the new ideas eat away its foundations.” We
must know controversy bat keep it in the background.

The same applies to our literature.  For “the sake of those who have
very real difficulties in regard to the Divine Sonship, the Trinity, the Atone-
ment and other coutroversial topics, we shonld keep by us suitable hooklets
and traets on these subjects for judicious distribution, but we should know
each boolt or tract well ourselves before we pass it on. ’

Sometimes we think there 1s a surfeit of tracts for Muslims in India of
the controversial ype.  In many places where much preaching has been
done For” many years, these tracts have doue thenr work, and the people are
hungering tor something more coustructive and advanced,  In our opiniown
we need, now, hbooks and tracts which cwplasize the nner meatung of cur
Liord’s ter 1tlnnw and bring out the mystical azpect of Christianity, as that
i what flppﬂ.tls to the thoughtful Muaslim at the present time, "Ave not
these the = new ideas”™ that will “cat away ” the foundations of Islam?
Bengel waid, ¢ Futer npon 2o eondroversy writhont knonledye, nor without tove,
wor teithonf necrssity)’ ‘

~
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IN THE WORK.

Maulvi Bazaar, S. Sylhet: The Loeague News end Notes and enclosed
sraots Teseived fo-duy-—many thank<, 1t is an interesting number. I have
some: hundreds of Manro's tracts on = Moslems in Lizerpool 7 (abridged) in
Engiish and Bengali. 1 =hall be glad to got them mto cirenlation. I ean
send them to you or T can seod them to any member of the League if they
jast pay the postage.  The postage will be abont two pice per dozen.

t am preaching every day now in the open air on ~The Word of the
Crogs”  Atterwards we go to the Church cloge by for an after-meeting.
The services wre very well attended, scores of Mahammadans come and
listen atteutively, cven when we speak of the death of Christ. The after-mcet-
ings ars net o suceess ns far as numbers are concerned, it otherwise they
arc, For we s workers have o Hne tine i prayer.,

J. PEXGWERN JONEs,

Aurangabad, Deccan: I can repors good work done, wnd great interest
arowsed, by lecfares at Nasik snil Sholapur, through the lectures given by
Mro Bikart Lall and mysell 1o Muhaminadans, At the former place, this
was the first oceasion on which any definite attempt had heen made to mcet
Muxlims, thongh our Mission has= heen at work among the Findus there lov
many years, the Iabe Doan Marvear being born there, whilst his father wos o
CMLE. Missionary. There Is hope af much good work in feture. in
Shotapur Yectires had been several times given to the Mnslims, and theo
soems to he an earnest spirit of enquiry. My snbject was © The Life of
Christ,” My, Biharl Lall following with  Kaffara” {(atonement), The visit,
to Malegaon had to be postpoucd on account of an guthreak of cholera
there, and the Almednagar visit. because of weddings there, and now all
such work iy z2uspended Ehrough Ramzan. | am looking {orward to re-
commencing shis work about Oceober st

1 have an nrgent requrest this morning from anothier town, Yeola, whoere
thiore are many Mussulmaus, and whervs our tracts have boen poing regolarly
For some months past, to go and have a talk with thens.  All chis is mateer
for shankfulness to (od, bui 16 makex s vealize more than ever our own
personal insafficiency, and that our safficiency 1s only of God, it we would
be able mivisters of the new covenant.  Therefore we agk prayer.

Hexey J. Sy,

PRAISE AND PRAYER.

“ Proy ecith nncensing proyer and enbreaty, on every filttng occasion i {lw
Spirit, and he always on the alert to scize opportunities for doing so, with
wncearied persistence and entreaty on behalf of all God’s people. . . . So thul,
awbspolien and fearless, T fire) may wnake known the truths of the Good News”

Fph. vi 18.19.  (WeyMmouTa),

Bangalore: 1 supposge most of the Missionaries know of Hikayati Nijal
Dahinda just published by Miss Marston, which is most useful for those who
aro vigiting among the Zenana Women. It is pablished in Persian Uiy
by the Methodist Press, Taeknow, and costs four annas with postaze.
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Prayoer 38 asked for some Muhammadan fumilies. I each case the
parents were hrought up iu a Christian Orphanage but reverted to Muham-
madanisin atfter theiv marriage. Pray that they may he convicted of sin
and led back into the Tight, especially the mother of one family who iz now
serionsly ill, E. M. P.

Bulandshahr, U.P.: | hove o great deal of work wmong the Muham-
madan Waomen,  Two vears ago we had baptisms here. The work in that
fumily began through the woman targht hy us in her Zonana, At present,
we have =oma engnivers, and we fecl the necd of prayer.

H.R.T.

Calcutta; C.M.8. Mission o Muoslims: 1 have to feave my work for
home in England at preswt owing to a threatened hreakdown, consequent,
NPoON OVerw mk hut hope 60 be back again soon. | send as subject mabter
for praise—the baptism of two vonmng men of 24 years, Muhammadan
converts, hapbized By me in this Mission last week. .
AL H, Prinuars.

Aurungabad, Deccan: 1 would like to ask prayer for =omc apostates.
tne tamily haptizod last year after a very long period of pr ohation, lapsed
hack to Tslam in the spring of this year, it is apparently most anxious to he
again restored.  Prayer ix asked for true repentance to all. and for wisdom and
love to us whe have to deal with them. Also for a Enrosian who became n
Muhammadan scven years ago, and is now desirous of vestoration—thad his
repentance may bo genuine, and that his Muhammadin wife may alzo be
inclined to remain with him, and that she and their two children may
evenfually acknowlodge Christ H. 1.8

Brahmanbaria; Prayer i+ asked for a Mohammadan convert who ix
exposed to o very subtle form of temptation from Christians.  Full of love
and enthmsiasm for onr FLord, he cannot understand why Bongall warkers
should ha so wet in their rontine. He is cager to talk of hiz recently -acinired
joy to everyone he meets, and he thinks every Christinn should be the
samte.  But they do pot agree with him, and tell vt =0, Pray that his five
may not be quenched by their attitude. _

London: (Omne of our members on farlongh writex) : “ln my sdepu-
tapion work I have tried 1o give prominence to the needs of the Muslim
world and (he challenge of fslam. Inm some cases there was very apprecia-
tive and. | hope, responsive interest.  In others, the Mnhammadans seemed
to e much less interesting ws a poople than say the Namasudras or the
Hill Fribes” 1. R,

Pray that the leaders of the Indian Muslim League may be led to see that
the exsential thing in life i« to understand their trre relationship with
(tod. and not to the Government. If they arc not carefu! pehtics will
destray all their instinct of prayer.
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FProy that great grace and wisdom and patience may be given o all whe
have much to do with iguorant, higoted, unconth Muhammadans.

Pray for the breaking of Muhammadan prejudice to Josus s the Son of God.
rfp—— . —

NOTLS.

Dr. Rockey’s Booklet: 1t was not till after the proots of the last issuc
of News and Nofes left our desk that we received Dr. Rockey's fine wmifs
to the League of a supply of hiy interesting booklec, © For fndin— Mahammead
or Ohrist, whieh 2”7 We are sure the members will appreeiate his kindness
and pass on the books to others, so that intevest mav spread., Write to us
if more copies are vequired, +

Dr. Zwemer’s Move: We see by the papers that Dr. Zwemaor is to go to
Cairo. the intellectual centre of the Muslim world,  From now onwards hix
addrvess will be the Nile Press, Cairo.

<+

Wew Urdu Tracts: The Rev. H. J. Smith, M. A., of Aurungabad, Decean,
has brought ous the following new tracts.  They may be obtained at Re 4
per 1,600, )
No. # “Tad maslab s ki nahin?” Way Josos Crocified ¥
12, Mivid Hawwd 2w Bibi Mariyam.”  Eve and Mary, o Women's
Tract by Miss Harris of Fatehpur.
13, “ Kya masihi mushrik bain?”  Ave Christians polytheists ®
w14 “Mdlik-i-Makéan.” The Master of the Honse. A Women's Tvact..
by Miss Marston.
Oue of the former tracts, No. de=“Where ix she Original Gospel ¥ 7'—
ix still in stock.

New Members;

57 Dre. CL 8. Mead, B.A. . OQrakanki, Faridpnr, Benoal.
58, Misx Beach . Cawnpore.

58. Miss Ross Taylor - Bulandshahe, U1

50, Miss Lanter De. do.

61 Mixs A, E. Dounelly . Caleatta.

62, Rev. W. Goldsack .. Bengal.

3. Rev.J. Reid . .. Jessore, Bengal,

64. Rev. (.. Dann ... Bankiporc, Bihas.

65, Miss H. Davies, MB. ... Habigan], 8. Syvlhet.

#56. Bev. J. Fampard ... {iodhra, Cujavat.

o4

Begnests for Vrayer and Items of Interest received lor puldtication iw
News ond Notes up to the 20th of ewelr meowth. X Takle, Hoa. Sec.. Brabman-
barin, F. Bengal.

Baptist Miseion Press, Calcutts.
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