COMING EVENTS

September 16-17—COMMITTEE OF REF-
ERENCE AND COUNSEL, Foreign Mis-
sions Conference of N. A., New
York, N. Y.

September 29-October 1—INTERDENOMI-
NATIONAL MISSIONARY INSTITUTE,
conducted by the Philadelphia Fed-
eration of Churches and the Wom-
en’s Interdenominational Union of
Philadelphia and Vicinity, Philadel-
phia, Pa.

September 30 - October” 1 — EXECUTIVE
CoMMITTEE, Council of Women for
Home Missions, New York, N. Y.

October 7-15—-UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH, Milwaukee, Wis.

Qctober 9—GENERAL CONFERENCE, EVAN-
GELICAL CHURCH, Milwaukee, Wis.

October 14-19—INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION, DiscipLEs oF CHRIST, Wash-
ington, D. C

October 19-28—WorLD CONVENTION, DIs-
CIPLES oF CHRIsT, Washington, D. C.

November 10-18-—-WORLD ALLIANCE FOR
INTERNATIONAL. FRIENDSHIP
THROUGH THE CHURCHES, Washing-
ton, D. C

November 30-December 5—NORTH AMER-
IcAN HoME MissioNs CONGRESS,
Washington, D. C.

January 19-22, 1931—CONFERENCE ON
THE CAUSE AND CURE oF WAag,
Washington, D. C.

January 20-21, 1931 — COUNCIL OF
CHURCH B0ARDS OF EDUCATION, In-
dianapolis, Ind.

PERSONALS

Two GREAT FRIENDS OF CEINA RETIRE
FRANK D, GAMEWELL, PH.D,
DR. A. J. BOWEN

Dr. FRANK D. GAMEWELL and DRr. A.
J. BOWEN, two veteran missionaries who
have rendered notable service to China,
have been granted retirement by the
Methodist Board of Foreign Missions.

Going to China in 1881 Dr. Gamewell
taught in Peking, was a pioneer superin-
tendent in West China, professor of
science in Peking University (1889-
1900), and general secretary of China
Educational Association. As an engineer
he directed the fortification of the lega-
tion’s compound at Peking during the
Boxer siege, in the summer of 1900, and
was decorated for his service by the Brit-
ish government. On his last visit to
China ten of his former students, in-
cluding the Rev. Wang Chih Ping (now
Bishop Wang), presented him with a
shield of silver on a carved wood sup-
port, inscribed to “Father Gamewell.”

Dr. A. J. BowEN, whose health has
been impaired by his labors and by anxi-
ety over the conditions under which he
has worked in recent years of civil dis-
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order, went to China as a missionary in
1897, and beeame identified with Nanking
University in its early days as teacher
(1897-1903) and acting president (1903-
1904). It was largely through his wise
and tactful leadership that other denomi-
nations were brought into the cooperation
which resulted in the founding of the
union University of Nanking, of which
he was the first president, continuing
until the general change of educational
policy made it desirable to place the in-
stitution under a Chinese executive.
k& %

THE REV. DR. JoHN W. CHAPMAN, mis-
sionary, explorer and scientist, who has
served the Protestant Episcopal Church
in Anvik, Alaska, for forty-three years,
has retired from the Alaskan field. He
is 72 years old. Dr. Chapman will be
placed on the honor roll of the Church.
He will be succeeded in Alaska by his
son, who has long been agsociated with
his father in the latter’s missionary work.

=k %

At the recent Synod of the Northern
Province of the Moravian Church in
America, held in Bethlehem, Pa., June 12
to 20, 1930, DR. PAUL DE SCHWEINITZ, -
for almost 32 years Secretary of Mora-
vian Missions, declined re-election to the
Governing or Executive Board of the
Church, which carried with it his resig-
nation as Secretary of Missions. The
functions of this office are combined with
the presidency of the Moravian Society
for Propagating the Gospel. The new
president is Dr. S. H. Gapp.

Dr. de Schweinitz has long been a
trusted and loved missionary leader. It
was he who, in 1904, proposed the crea-
tion of a permanent Committee repre-
senting the mission boards and socie-
ties of the United States and Canada,
and he became one of the organizers and
original members of the Committee of
Reference and Counsel of the Foreign
Missions Conference of North America,
serving as a member for 18 years, from
1907 to 1930, with the omission of only
the years demanded by constitutional re-
quirements.

He was the Recording Secretary of
the Committee in 1919-1920, alﬁ the
Chairman in 1920-1922. He was a mem-
ber of the American Section of the
Executive Committee of the World Mis-
sionary Conference at Edinburgh in
1908-1910, Chairman of the Foreign
Missions Conference of North America
in 1917-1918, and a member of the In-
ternational Missionary Council 1920-
1928. He has consented to continue to
serve as Treasurer of Moravian Mis-
sions with his office at 67 West Church
Street, Bethlehem, Pa.

* *® *

DR. WARREN H. WILSON, of the Pres-
byterian Board of National Missions,
has been granted a year’s leave of ab-

(Concluded on page 799.)

electronic file created by cafis.org



722

The
Pres]byteriﬂn Magazine

For Eve %Past()r
ik Presbyterian

—The Church’s Official Publication—in a sparkling, up-
to-date manner offers the busy Presbyterian pastor and
church-member inspiration and information fearlessly
discussing the practical problems and freely narrating the
thrilling triumphs of the advance of the Kingdom of our
Lord Jesus Christ through the agency of the Presbyterian

Church.
. e . 1.00 one year
Subscription Price $2.50 three years

A SAMPLE COPY WILL BE GLADLY SENT UPON REQUEST
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Pages Crov;l—e_d with Vital Christian Messages

The BIBLE TO-DAY is a popular and aggressive evangelistic Bible

study magazine which has proved to be of incalculable worth to ministers, Bi-

ble teachers, missionaries and other Christian workers. Among timely  and

vital articles to be published in early numbers, are:

HOW ANSWER RUSSIA? by Dr. Valentine Hepp, the distinguished Dutch
philosopher and professor at the Free University of Amsterdam.

GOD’S GRACIOUS GUARANTEES, by A. Z. Conrad, pastor of Park Street

Chuzrch, Boston, Mass.

MR. MOODY AND A MORTGAGE, by David McConaughy, director of the

Stewardship Department of the General Council of the Presbyterian Gen-

eral Assembly.

YOU NEED BOTH THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

AND THE BIBLE TO-DAY

Take Advantage of This Combination Offer

THE BIBLE TO-DAY (Pub. by Natl. Bible Institute) $1.00 % Both $2.75
THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD $2.50{ Save 75¢

Address your orders to either office.

The Bible To-Day The Missionary Review of the World
340 West 55th Street, N. Y. City 156 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. City

TIME FLIES! MAIL THIS COUPON TO-DAY.

Please mention THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to advertisers.

electronic file created by cafis.org



THE MISSIONARY
REVIEW OF THE WORLD

DeLavaN L. PIERSON, Editor

ArTHUR J. BrowN, Hditor for 1930

CONTENTS—October, 1930

Puoge
FRONTISPIECE—SCENES IN INDIA
INDIA'S CALL TO PRAYER ..........

TIIE STORY OF AN INDIAN CHURCI
W. B. ANDERSON

MISSION EDUCATION IN INDIA .....
............... ARTHUR T, MAYIIEW

VILLAGE CHURCH CRISIS IN INDIA
C. H. LOEHLIN

732

736

738

CAN POVERTY-STRICKEN CHRIS -
TIANS DEVELOP SELF-SUPPORT-
ING CHURCHES? ........000nu.n
................. GroreE H. TruLL

WORLD-WIDE LUTHERANISM

WHAT’'S GOING ON_IN SUB-CON-
SCIOUS INDIA? ..EMIL W. MENZEL

SIR JOHN SIMON REPORTS ON INDIA
................ CHARLES JOHNSTON

SOME BOOKS ON INDIA

VARIETIES OF TRAVEL EXPERI-
ENCE ........ DELAVAN L. PIERSON

A NEW MISSION STUDY TECHNIQUE
.............. CLARENCE V., HOWELL

PERSONAL WORK IN A NEW ENG-
LAND FACTORY TOWN

TOPICS OF THE TIMES .............
SHOULD MISSIONARIES LEAVE ON THE
Apvice OF CONSULS?
CRITICISMS OF THE CHURCH
THE DOMINICAN DISASTER
LAMBETH AND SovTH INDIA
WHY BE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT CHINA?

METIHIODS FOR WORKERS
..... EnrTED BY MRS, F. I. JOHNSON

WOMAN’'S HOME AND FOREIGN MIS-
SION BULLETIN

740
744

758

762
763

TERMS.—$2.50 a year. ($2.00 in clubs of
five,) Foreign postage, 50 cents. Single copies,
25 cents. Published monthly. Copyrighted,
1930, by MISSIONARY REVIEW PURLISHING CoM-
PANY, INC. AIll rights reserved.

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW PUBLISHING
COMPANY, Ixc.

ROBERT H. SPEER, President
WILLIAM I. CHAMBERLAIN, Vice-President
DrELAVAN L. PIERSON, Recretary
WALTER McCDOUGALL, T'reasurer
Fublication Office, 3d & Reily 8t., Harrisburg,
Pa. 25c¢ a copy. $2.50 a year.
Editorial and Business Office, 156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City

Entered as pecond-class matter at the Post
Office, Harrisburg, Pa., under Act of March
3, 1879,

723

LET YOUR GIFT

to Foreign Missions

PAY YOU A LIFE INCOME

You can make a generous gift to foreign mis-
sions and have a needed income for yourself
and others from the money you give by the

Annuity Gift Plan

This plan relleves you of uncertainty and
worry caused by changing vatues of invested
funds and assures you a fixed income of

417 to 9% per year
for the rest of your life

A reserve fund of over $1,500,000 guarantees
the prompt payment of annuities to you.

Protect yourself against loss through
unwise investments and at the same time
help send the gospel to all the world,

For full information write
Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Dept. of Annuities
BOARD OF FOREIGN MIisSIONS

of the Presbyterian Church, T. 8. A.
156 Fifth Avenue, New York

World Friendship Courses

For week day schools or
reqular Sunday classes

These are all project courses giving
stories lesson plans, worship programs,
dramatizations, play and handwork for
extended sessions. Price each, Boards
$1.00; paper 75 cents.

PRIMARY
Bhaskar and His Friends (India)
By Clara G. Labarce

Children of Sea and Sun
(Caribbean Islands)
By Mabel Garrett Wagner

JUNIOR

The Golden Sparrow (India)
By Irene Mason Harper

Sugar Is Sweet (Caribbean Islands)
"y Dorothy F. McConnell and
Margaret E. Forsyth
FRIENDSHIP PRESS

150 Fifth Avenue New York

Please mention THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to advertisers,

electronic file created by cafis.org



TOP—MANUAL TRAINING CLASS AT THE JHANSI BOYS' SCHOOL
CENTER—WOMAN’'S UNION MISSION HOSPITAL, JIIANSI

BOTTOM—VILLAGE MEETING NEAR AMBALA CITY
Pictures taken by the Editor in India.

electronic file created by cafis.org



Vol. LIII, No. 10 October, 1930

INDIA’S CALL TO PRAYER

The National Christian Council of India has published an out-
line of Intercession as follows:

Let us seek for a Missionary Spirit—that the Church may
see the whole world’s need of Christ and may be ready for any
sacrifice in order to make Him known to all mankind.

Let us give thanks for the Church in India, remembering that
it is part of the Church Catholic which is the body of Christ.

Let us thank God for the manifestation of the desire for unity
in the Church in India, and for the scheme of Union proposed
in South India.

Let us seek a Spirit of Prayer—that Christian people may
learn to pray as Christ prayed and taught the disciples to pray:
and that an ever-increasing number of interceders may be raised
up, until the whole Church is awakened to prayer.

Let us seek a Spirit of Sacrifice and of Unity—that the Church
may be willing, at whatever cost, to follow and bear witness to
the way of Christ as she learns it; that the whole Church of
Christ may desire and experience a new unity in Christ.

Let us seek for the Gift of Interpretation—that the Church
may learn to preach the Gospel by word and life in terms that
the men and women of this age will understand.

Let us seek for courageous witness in Moral Questions—that
the witness of the Church in moral questions of our day may
truly reflect the mind of God and may be known and felt through-
out the world.

MEDpICAL WORK

Let us thank God for those Christian men and women who
give their lives in the service of the sick and the suffering.

Let us thank God for the inereased efforts, put forth by the
State and by public bodies, for the prevention of disease.

Let us seek for a Spirit of Service—that a great number of
men and women mayv offer themselves unreservedly to do
Christ’s work, at home and abroad in our generation.

Let us seek for the completion of our own conversion, praying
for the removal of all hindrances in our own lives to the mani-
festation of God’s redeeming love and power.

—From The Review of the Churches.
725
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THE STORY OF A

BY THE REV. W.

N INDIAN CHURCH

B. ANDERSON, D.D.

Secrctary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the United Presbyterian Church

N THE Punjab, North India, in
1857, a church was begun with
four Indian converts; in 1928,

its communicants numbered 43,-
895. The pioneers in this field had
certain settled convictions regard-
ing their missionary task. They
believed in the democratic rights
of the individual in society, the
Presbyterian form of church gov-
ernment, the necessity of the re-
generation of the individual to en-
ter the Kingdom of God; that all
migsionary effort must terminate
upon the development of a church;
that the church must be independ-
ent and self-supporting, that the
missionary must be ecclesiastically
subordinate to the church in the
field; and that education must be
fostered as a necessary result of
Christianity but never regarded as
its cause. With remarkable te-
nacity, the successors of these men
have adhered to these principles,
with the results apparent today.

Growth by Decades

The following figures show the
development of this Church in the
number of communicants and their
contributions:

1858 1878 1908 1918 1928
Communicants 4 4,202 32,557 43,895
(Equtr_ibutiox;s . $244 $3 012 $5, 010 $18,622

The contributions noted contain
only congregational funds, and not
any fees in schools or hospitals. In
evaluating these contributions, it
must be remembered that the aver-
age laborer’s wage is about twenty
times greater in America than in
India.

First Fruits

The first converts, in 1857, were
a high caste Hindu, two men from

the outcastes, and one Moslem.
Thus from the very beginning, the
question of caste was settled for
this church, and this first ingather-
ing was an earnest of the harvests
that were to follow from among all
castes and classes.

Ordained Indians were at the
first received into the mission or-
ganization. Indians continued in
membership until 1873, when, at
the suggestion of the Board in
America, they were excluded from
the Mission with a view to foster-
ing the independence of the Indian
Church. From the beginning there
was no question of the membership
of the American ministers in the
church courts, nor was there any
question of the organic relations of
the new Church in India to the
mother Church in America. This
was in full accord with the spirit
of those times and with the tradi-
tions of the Church. The mission-
aries gave all privileges to their
Indian brothers, and took all priv-
ileges to themselves. The result
has been that as rapidly as Indians
have developed they have taken a
place of equality with missionaries
in church courts, and with a true
generosity they have ever accorded
to the missionaries the relationship
of true brotherhood within those
courts.

At the present time, there is one
Synod, composed of six presby-
teries with ninety-seven congrega-
tions and ninety unorganized
mission stations. Necessarily with
the great ingatherings from among
a people s0 universally illiterate as
the Chuhras are, the task of organ-
izing has been a difficult one. It is
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only through the exercise of skill
and patience that Presbyterianism
has been made to fit the situation.
Notwithstanding the difficulties
where organization and methods
have been adapted to village condi-
tions, remarkable progress has
been made.

An Adaptation of Presbyterian
Discipline
As an example of adaptation,
the following might be cited. Our

THE STORY OF AN INDIAN CHURCH
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grievance against the acting pas-
tor. He informed the elder that he
would be debarred from the com-
munion unless he repented and
paid up. When I raised the ques-
tion of his competence to debar an
elder from the communion, he very
patiently explained to me that
these Presbyterian forms were not
made for a village congregation
with illiterate village elders, and
that for the sake of the purity of
the Church we must not permit

A NEWLY ORDAINED ELEVEN, MUCH DEPENDS ON THE VILLAGE SESSION

head evangelist in the district was
a wise and experienced minister
who was thoroughly respected by
the Christian community. We had
arrived at a village where a com-
munion service was to be con-
ducted by the evangelist. In the
preparatory meefing on Saturday
evening, he found an elder whose
payments toward the salary had
been discontinued because of a

mere forms to interfere with es-
sential righteousness.

The next day the elder came to
the service and sulked in the back
of the audience, debarred from tHe
ordinance of which he was by or-
dination one of the dispensers.
Early Monday morning, as we
were preparing to move our camp,
the elder and his pastor came to
the door of the tent, hand in hand,

electronic file created by cafis.org



728

with smiling faces. The elder ex-
plained that the night before he
had not been able to sleep for
shame, that he had risen and gone
to his pastor, confessed his folly,
paid all his arrears, and that now
he wished to be restored to good
standing in the church and his
office. We had a wonderful little
prayer meeting in the tent. Then
the head evangelist restored the
elder to good and regular standing
in the congregation of which he
was an ordained elder.

Of course as the church develops
in experience and intelligence,
measures such as this are more
rare and less necessary, and per-
haps any system must be flexible
enough to permit its adaptation to
unusual conditions.

The “Mass Movement”

In order to appreciate what has
been accomplished in the growth
of this Church, one must know
something of the social conditions
in India, and particularly the so-
cial degradation of the aboriginal
people. This social degradation
has no parallel in human society.
It is from among these people, who
in the Punjab are called Chuhras,
that the great majority of the com-
municants of this Church have
been gathered.

Too hasty conclusions, however,
must not be formed with reference
to the acceptance of Christianity
by the Chuhras. It never has been
an easy thing for them to leave
their age-long social customs, their
mud altars, and often their friends
and families, to become Christians.
Thousands have endured persecu-
tion and few have secured material
help after baptism. The movement
has been essentially the result of
the Gospel reaching the hearts of
men, although its touch has often
been light upon minds and hearts

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD
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reduced almost to the intelligence
and feeling of animals. Scores of
instances might be recited to illus-
trate the reality of their religious
change.
Living Faith

One wet winter afternoon, the
head evangelist and I sat for sev-
eral hours in a village hut crowded
with people sitting among the cows
and buffaloes that were being shel-
tered from the pouring rain out-
gide. There were no Christians in
this village, but many candidates
for baptism had been prepared by
an enthusiastic evangelist and
were being examined for admission
to the church. The next day over
forty persons were baptized and a
group was started on the way to
become a congregation. In the
two years following, they had had
no resident pastor or teacher, but
had built a little shelter of a
thatched roof laid upon forked
sticks and without walls. This
they called their church, and here
they gathered for daily worship.
Through all those months they had
endured persecution from the
farmers whose serfs they were.

One afternoon there appeared
suddenly at my door three or four
men who were evidently much agi-
tated. The night before a Hindu
girl had been murdered in this vil-
lage and her jewelry stolen. The
police accused a Christian boy of
the murder, and subjected his wife
to most distressing torture under
which she had confessed the guilt
of her husband, and now the boy
was in jail. Would I intercede for
him? No, I would not interfere in
a criminal case in the court but
would go to the village the next
day.

On arriving there, the young
wife rushed screaming, to throw
herself on the ground, catch me
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around the feet, and implore me to
free her husband and save her soul
as she had perjured herself under
torture. I remained in the village
for hours, and was almost sure of
the innocence of the young man,
but was firm in declining to offer
any interference at the court in a
criminal case. I explained to the
people that if the young man was
innocent, God could deliver him in
answer to their prayers. They
arranged to meet every night for
prayer for his deliverance.

The young man was speedily
tried by an English judge and was
sentenced to be hanged. All dur-
ing his stay in prison he had in-
sisted upon his innocence, and had
shown a wonderful faith in the
power of Christ to free him from
any sentence. The day after that
set for his execution we were re-
turning home from a distant point
through his village. I had been
dreading the meeting with his
people. When we arrived there,
although it was mid-afternoon, the
people were gathered in the little
shack which they called the church,
and we heard their singing before
we entered the village. When they
saw us, they came rushing from
the church with the news that the
boy had been pardoned and sent
home,

We called the boy and questioned
him. All he knew was that on the
morning on which he was to have
been hanged the judge called for
him and told him that he was free,
giving him railway fare to return
to his village. He said, “We all
knew that Christ would deliver me
just the way you had taught us.”
I was ashamed that T had taught
them that Christ would deliver him
and then had not believed that He
would.
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Self-Supporting Congregations

In the beginning of the Mission,
there was great concern that pro-
vision be made for the support of
the church by the Indian people.
Repeated references to the subject
are found in the records of the
Board and of the Mission. It is a
question as to how much progress
would have been made, however,
if it had not been for the great
gpiritual quickening that came to
certain of the Indian men. In the
revival of 1896, following the visit
of General Booth of the Salvation
Army to India, one of the pastors
was greatly stirred and took a vow

A VILLAGE CHURCH

that he would from that time forth
take his support only from the In-
dian Church. He was joined by
three of the seminary students in
this purpose, and through the
years these have been joined by a
devoted band of fellow pastors.
There are now gixty-eight self-
supporting congregations in the
Church.

The Church in America might
well sit at the feet of this, her
Punjabi child, and learn lessons in
stewardship. Poor with a poverty
of which we can have no concep-
tion, they have given to the mak-
ing of many rich. In many a
village home, where the family
practically lives on a ration, with
so many fistfuls of meal being dealt
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out for each member of the house-.

hold before the baking, the house-
wife puts into “God’s jar” every
tenth fistful of meal. Such is a
fellowship that must enrich the
giver.

While missionaries and pastors
are ever being made heartsick by
the ignorance, superstition and
degradation of the mass of the
Christian people, within that
Church there have repeatedly been
such spiritual impulses as to keep
hope and faith bright and strong.
In 1858, the missionaries reported
with joy the reflections they saw in
India of the great revival of that
year in America. These were es-
pecially marked among soldiers
and civilians of the European pop-
ulation. In 1896, there came
marked times of refreshing to
many schools, stations, and eongre-
gations. In 1904, there began the
Sialkot Convention with its tides
of blessing reaching far beyond the
borders of the Punjab. Granted
all the faith, courage and devotion
of missionaries and pastors, with-
out these spiritual quickenings the
Church would have fallen far short
of her present accomplishments.
For nothing else do pastors and
missionaries pray so earnestly as
that this deep spiritual tide may
be ever rising and filling the
Church with divine power.

Christian Education

From its begining, the Mission
developed an educational work.
Almost the first undertaking was
theological training of two Chris-
tian workers in “didactic theology,
the original languages of the Scrip-
tures, Biblical eriticism, and
Church history.” 1In 1871, there
was established a theological sem-
inary which has had a difficult task
to keep up the standard of an edu-
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cated ministry in the midst of such
crying need for pastors of churches
composed of illiterate village peo-
ple. At first none having less than
a grammar school education were
admitted to the seminary; then
the standard was raised to admit
only those having a high school
training; now none are admitted
of lower qualifications than uni-
versity intermediate (junior col-
lege) training. In 1915, the first
man having a university degree
was graduated from the seminary
and ordained. There are now sev-
eral such in training. The sem-
inary has always been controlled
by the Synod, which owns the en-
tire plant used for its work.
Money for land and buildings was
contributed from America. The
salaries of the missionary profes-
sors are paid by the American
Church, but those of the two In-
dian professors by the Church in
India.

Space does not permit a discus-
sion of the interest of the Church
in education in general. The cur-
riculum for the training of Chris-
tian youth ranges all the way from
the 150 Mission village schools
through the university.

Evangelism and Missionary Spirit

The proof of the vitality of a
church must be its evangelistic
and missionary efforts. Through
all the years the spirit of evangel-
ism has been cultivated and the di-
rect and simple preaching of the
Gospel has never been forsaken by
missionaries or pastors. In every
station every year is held a summer
school, lasting generally for two or
three weeks. Here the pastors,
evangelists, and Christian teach-
ers are gathered for Bible study
and devotional meetings. Great
stress is laid upon the obligation of
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the Christian to witness to his
faith.

Every winter there is a simul-
taneous campaign of evangelism.
At this time a week or ten days is
given by each congregation to the

preaching of the Gospel among the

non-Christians and the selling of
New Testament portions. Even
the most ignorant members are
trained to go out and sell these
Scripture portions and witness to
the power that they contain. There
have been some remarkable results.

If ever a Church could make a
legitimate excuse for not helping
others because it had enough to do
to help itself, this would be that
Church. In 1908, as the result of
revival, the Synod established a
Board of Home Missions composed
entirely of Indian men. This
Board selected the most difficult
field it could find within the con-
fines of the Mission, sending its
men out into a new territory
among bigoted Moslems on the
frontier. For the twenty years
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since, that work has been main-
tained with the support secured
and the administration cared for
by this Board of Home Missions.

In 1916, the Mission gave over
to the Synod, at its request, part
of a district adjacent to the field
occupied by the Church, and in
1927, the Synod assumed the sup-
port and administration of a whole
district. Negotiations are now
under way between the Mission
and the Synod for the latter to as-
sume the administration of all
evangelistic work being done by
the Mission, together with the bud-
get being received from America
for that work.

Both missionaries and pastors
would be quick to admit, and would
even insist, that this Church is
ignorant and defective and 1is
scarcely more than embryonic in
its development. Yet it proves
that the Gospel of Christ is indeed
the power of God unto salvation,
and is an earnest of what that Gos-
pel will yet do for India.

CHRIST THE SIGNIFICANT FORCE IN INDIA

Whether we look at India from the political, the social, the economic,
the educational, the religious, or industrial point of view, the one force
which is of the greatest significance is the Living Christ.
greatest dynamic and creative force in India to-day.

He is the'
I say this with

great care and earnestness, for I realize how foolish it will sound to many,
and how visionary to others. But when one reads history, when one
studies the trends for the betterment of life—personal, social and na-
tional, and most of all when one walks in daily fellowship with Him, then
it is that such a realization grows to conviction, but a conviction which
bears the stamp of utter reality and fact, He is actually lifting men.
He is changing men’s lives. He is drawing men unto Himself. He is
recreating institutions and customs, and He is creating in men a new
life. And when I scan the horizon I see no comparable force.—Paul J.
Braised, American Baptist, Telugu Mission, India.
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BY ARTHUR T. MAYHEW, C.LE.

I'ormer Government Director of Public Instruction in the Centrul Provinces, Indie

O ONE could accuse the
Christian missionary in In-
dia of self-complacency.

The Commission which is to inves-
tigate his educational work in that
country will find a congenial at-
mosphere of genuine humility. It
will not bring to light many defects
or problems hitherto ignored by
labourers in the field. But by the
marshalling of facts and figures
which individual missions and peri-
odic conferences have had no time
to assemble, and by a comprehen-
sive survey of their significance, it
will be able to indicate which of
the many problems are the most
vital and to suggest perhaps a
more scientific method of ap-
proaching them. The information
that it will give to isolated work-
ers all over India concerning aims,
methods and results in other parts
of the vast field will in itself jus-
tify its establishment. To some
extent its path has been prepared
by the systematic labors of the All
India and Provincial Missionary
Councils. But the inclugion in the
Commission of members with ex-
pert knowledge of educational
work outside India guarantees a
freshness of view that will be wel-
comed by these Councils in whom
familiarity with the problems has
bred not contempt for the prob-
lems so much as diffidence in them-
selves. It will also reassure organ-
isers and supporters of mission
work in the home countries whose
Uneasiness regarding Christian
education in India is not always
allayed by mission reports conspic-
uwous for their honesty rather than
for their optimism.

Some home critics suggest that
educational ambition leads mis-
sions to neglect their evangelical
calling; while perhaps as many
protest that the evangelist must
follow in the tracks of the school-
master. We hope that the Com-
mission will not try to ‘“reconcile”
claims which are really indistin-
guishable from one another. The
education that India needs is evan-
gelical education, saturated with
the spirit of Christianity. The
Christianity that India needs is
enlightened Christianity that not
only appeals to the heart, but en-
lists all the faculties in the devel-
opment of the arts and sciences
under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. The Commission’s task is
to see how, on the one hand, mis-
sion education can be made more
Christian, and how, on the other
hand, broad and comprehensive
curricula, conceived in a Christian
spirit with reference to national
needs, can be more effectively
taught.

About seventy-five years ago,
Alexander Duff and John Wilson
determined the broad lines on
which mission education has since
advanced and in particular its rela-
tions to the Government system of
education. Today, in British In-
dia,* missions are responsible for
the education of more than 347,000
scholars and spend from their own
funds, pupils’ fees and Government
grants, more than £777,000 ($3,-

* Except where otherwise stated, the statis-
ties and opinions contained in this article refer
to British India. The writer is aware of the
importance of the work undertaken hy missions
in the states ruled by the Indian Princes, but
has no accurate information regarding its
progress and broblems.
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885,000) thereon. For India as a
whole, including native states, they
educate 646,000 scholars, spending
on them more than $8,000,000.
These figures indicate the heavy
responsibility that they have in-
curred. So far, however, as num-
bers go, mission institutions play
relatively a less important part to-
day than they did in 1854 when they
came into the government system.
Though they are responsible for
the 25% of the girls in high schools
and for 20% of the women who are
taking a university course, the pro-
portion in the case of male scholars
is much smaller, amounting in the
case of primary schools to only 3%.

What Duff did not and could not
anticipate was the growth, side by
side with government and mission
institutions, of colleges and schools
controlled by local authorities de-
barred from all religious opera-
tions, by private Indian agencies
indifferent to religion, and by
managing bodies animated by a
distinetively Mohammedan or Bud-
dhist spirit. He would probably
be the first to admit that the sys-
tem of education of which mission
institutions now form a part could
not be described as a whole, by the
most optimistic observer, as a
Christian system.

One of the most interesting and
significant educational institutions
in India today is that supported
and inspired by the Bengali poet,
Rabindranath Tagore. It will be
worth while for the Commission to
inquire why Tagore, one of the fin-
est educational minds in India,
keeps “Shantiniketan” (abode of
peace) outside the system of edu-
cation organised and controlled by
the Government.
sons is certainly that inclusion in
such a system would mean the.loss
of the schools’ distinetive aim and
individual atmosphere.

MISSION EDUCATION IN INDIA
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The Commission may then try to
ascertain from parents and ex-
students whether mission institu-
tions have for them any such dis-
tinctive aim and atmosphere. They
are too likely to find that the chief
purpose which these institutions
are supposed to serve is prepara-
tion for public examinations. The
devout lives and personal examples
of misgionaries and individual
masters, the disciplinary effect of
school and hostel, daily prayers and
Bible instruection, will have meant
much for many of them. But un-
derlying all this will be a convie-
tion that the schools’ operations
have been determined by examina-
tions in which religion plays no
part, by courses of instruction
framed by authorities pledged to
religious neutrality and by exam-
ination exigencies which have
involved the exclusion from ordi-
nary instruction of every item
calculated to stimulate religious
interest, A teacher who is to be
an effective agent in securing a
diploma for his pupils cannot con-
centrate attention on aspects of a
subject which examiners are com-
pelled to ignore. The Government
Inspection Report must make no
reference to religious instruction,
which is discreetly kept out of the
way on inspection days and so be-
comes in the eyes of parents and
pupils a by-product.

The Commission may then pro-
ceed to investigate the aims and
methods of the Hindu University
at Benares and the Mohammedan
University at Aligarh. Among
much that may be open to criti-
cism, they will find proof in these
universities of a conviction that
Hindu and Mohammedan culture
and religion demand for their de-
velopment and expression institu-
tions and systems of public exam-
ination which emphasize, in a
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manner that impresses the general
public, what is distinetive in their
traditions. And they will ask
themselves whether it is not prac-
ticable to devise for Christian In-
dia a system of distinctively Chris-
tian schools culminating in and
dominated by a Christian univer-
sity, and whether such a system
might not exist side by side with
the “neutral” Government system,
while continuing, like the Hindu
and Mohammedan universities, to
enjoy the recognition and financial
assistance of the Government.
The Commission will note in this
connection that mission institu-
tions in British India receive from
public funds slightly more than the
sum of nearly £217,000 ($1,085,-
000), that their supporters con-
tribute and enjoy a fee income of
over £200,000 ($1,000,000). Anx-
jous enquiry into the bearing of
political questions on the expecta-
tion of support from the Govern-
ment and the public will probably
reveal that there has been no with-
drawal of such support during the
ten years that education in each
province has been controlled by an
Indian Minister responsible to a
Provinecial Council, and will sug-
gest that a large measure of inde-
pendence, if won by India, will not
be detrimental to any system of
of mission education, however dis-
tinctively Christian, provided that
it is also consistent with national
aspirations and conducive to the
cultural development of India.
How this can best be secured will
no doubt form one important sec-
tion of the Commission’s enquiry.
For a larger measure of Oriental
studies there seems unfortunately
to be no demand. But a more de-
terminated effort must be made to
recognise and direct in all higher
education, the political, cultural
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and economic aspirations that the
student world derives from the at-
mosphere of nationalism in which
it lives, and to emphasize the con-
tribution that the Western world
expects from India. In particular,
it must learn that the Christ whom
they are to find on the Indian Road
is to be born again in India.

That the first object of mission
education must be the edification
of the Christian community will
probably be accepted by all. Sta-
tistically there is no Indian com-
munity in India, except the Parsee,
which approaches the Christian
achievements in education. And
the Parsees, as a small non-prose-
lytising and materially prosperous
community, may be left out of ac-
count. Of the Indian Christian
male population 19%, and of the
female 5% are under instruction,
as compared with seven and eight
per cent of the Hindu and seven
and one per cent of the Mohamme-
dan population. The population of
schoolgoing age of India is usually
taken at about 15% of the total
population., Viewed relatively or
absolutely, the Christian figures
are amazingly good, if the mass
movements towards Christianity
and the large addition of illiterate
converts in recent years are borne
in mind. Christian male students
of universities represent 12 in
every 10,000 of the total male
Christian population, against five
and two per cent for Hindus and
Mohammedans respectively. Fe-
male Christian university students
are nearly as numerous as Hindu
students who represent a popula-
tion nearly 80 times as large, and
are ten times as numerous as Mo~
hammedan students who come
from a population 28 times as
large.

But there are dangers ahead. Of
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the Christian population 209% are
still illiterate. With an annual in-
come of about 10,000 converts, the
number of those requiring a Chris-
tian primary school is growing
rapidly. The number of Christian
pupils in primary schools exceeds
the total enrollment of mission
primary schools; as these contain
many non-Christian pupils there
must be very many Christian pu-
pils in non-Christian schools. The
fact that missions are bearing 13%
of the burden of university educa-
tion and only three per cent of the
primary education of India, sug-
gests that they may be, like In-
dians as a whole, devoting tco
much of their funds and energy to
higher education and building on
too narrow a base. If Christian
India is resolved to share in the
education of non-Christian India,
is not the education of the masses
entitled to more attention? And
are not the towns getting more
than the villages from them?

No Christian community can be
expected to confine its educational
benefits to its professed adherents.
But it must guard against any sur-
render of Christian interests. We
are indeed taught to give freely of
our best to others; but we must
not, for the sake of others, sur-
render what is essential to prep-
aration for Christian service.
Christian provision for the educa-
tion of non-Christians in India is
justifiable on three conditions:
(a) that the needs of the Christian
community have been adequately
met; (b) that Christian life and
teaching are a vital and essential
part of the education provided;
and (c) that the atmosphere is not
unfavorably affected by a predom-
inance of non-Christian masters
and scholars.

Great and honored names are
associated with the process com-
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monly described as “leavening the
lump.” It is due to men such as
Miller of Madras, and to colleges
like Wilson College, Bombay, that
the intelligentsia of India has been
infected and inspired by Christian
influence and that social and re-
ligious reform movements, both
Hindu and Mohammedan, have ac-
quired a distinetive Christian fla-
vor. What has to be decided is the
extent to which principles, un-
doubtedly sound, can wisely be
supplied. Soup cannot be watered
progressively without losing its
efficacy. One suspects a weaken-
ing in the motive power of Chris-
tianity when one visits mission
institutions where 75% or more of
the gtaff and pupils are non-Chris-
tian, where Christian inspiration
depends on the weekly visit of an
overworked missionary, and where
local popularity is due either to
comparatively low fees or com-
paratively good examination re-
sults. .

The consistent Christian mis-
sion institution of today is ethically’
far more influential than the aver-
age Government institution. Few
would claim the same superiority
for the average mission institution
without searching examination
which it is to be hoped the Com-
mission will carry out. Mere add-
ing to the number of Hindu and
Mohammedan graduates in India
is not an essential portion of the
Christian Church’s task. There is
no lack of other work more dis-
tinctively Christian in aim by
which local opinions can be con-
ciliated and contact with non-
Christian society maintained.

Arrangements for the supply of
Christian teachers to meet present
needs and future development
must be carefully investigated. It
is impossible to get statistical in-
formation regarding the number
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of Christian teachers in India; the
absence of figures suggests the
need for a comprehensive survey.
The 18 mission training schools
with 960 students may suffice for
the 278,000 Christians under in-
struction, but there are altogether
347,000 scholars for whom the mis-
sions are responsible.

The Commission will study with
special interest the recent Report
of the Hartog Committee, which
has investigated Indian education
for the Statutory Commission deal-
ing with the Indian constitution.
The problems which this report
emphasizes—the short school life
and irregular attendance in pri-
mary schools, the need for a
broader basis for secondary educa-
tion, the development of vocational
aptitude, and the diversion of those
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unfit for academic studies into
commercial or industrial {rain-
ing—all these concern the mission
educationists just as much as Edu-
cation Departments of India.
More particularly, the Hartog Re-
port emphasizes the growing need
for expert guidance, if education
is to be less wasteful and more
effective. To the stock of expert
opinion the coming Commission
will make a valuable contribution.
If it does its work properly, its
members will return wiser but not,
we hope, sadder, men. What is,
perhaps, most important, they will
by their devoted labors give a con-
vincing proof to India that Chris-
tian missions are determined to
find enlightened and effective
means of advancing the moral and
material welfare of that Continent.

VILLAGE CHURCH CRISIS IN INDIA

BY REV. C. H. LOEHLIN
Missionary of the Preshyterian Church in the U. 8. A.

RISES in the mission fields
seem perennial; but they
are none the less real and
challenging for that. The crisis
that at present faces the village
church of India, is, on the one
hand, encouraging; for it has been
brought about largely on account
of aggressive evangelistic work in
the villages. On the other hand,
it presents a compelling challenge
both to the Church in India, and
also to the Church in Amerieca to
redouble our evangelistic efforts
now, lest we see the peril and gird
up our loins when it is too late.
What is this erisis? Briefly, in
a figure, it is this. For building
the church, the prime requisite is
material. In India, the material
has been that thrown out on the
waste heap by Hinduism, namely,

the Quteaste. For nearly a hun-
dred years, in our Punjab Mission
area, God has been choosing “the
base things of the world, and the
things that are despised, yea, and
the things that are not,” for build-
ing the village church. For long
years the missionary and the In-
dian evangelist labored among the
outeastes alone, without let or hin-
drance. But not so any longer.
The Hindus and the Mohamme-
dans are now awake to the poten-
tial value of this scrapped human
material. The Hindus are now
appropriating this material to
build up their religious and politi-
cal community. The Mohamme-
dans are doing likewise. The
liberal Hindus, through their Arya
Somaj Society, even send out mis-
sionaries to the depressed classes.
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The material that is immediately
available for building up and
strengthening the village Chris-
tian Church is in danger of slip-
ping beyond our grasp.
Missionaries cannot evangelize
India. That must be done by the
Indian Church. We missionaries
must work through and with the
Indian Church. Good strategy
would seem to say, “Evangelize
India’s villages by building up the
village church as rapidly as pos-
sible. Tackle the problem of high
caste evangelization through the
Christian Church.” And yet, after
nearly one hundred years, we have
in our mission area a total Chris-
tian community of only 42,000, out
of a total outcaste community of
about 750,000. In other words, we
have effectively reached only about
one-twentieth of the outcaste com-
munity we are responsible for.
Nineteen-twentieths are still out-
side the Christian community. We
have not, in many cases, had the
resources, human and material, to
hold those we have gained, to say
nothing of extending our efforts.
Of this 42,000 baptized com-
munity, it should be noted that
only about 5,000 are full communi-
cant church members and only
about one-eighth have been effec-
tively taught. It is this infant
church that must withstand the
onslaughts of such organizations
as the Arya Samaj of the Hindus,
and the Ahmadiya sect of the Mo-
hammedans, both of which make
Christianity the special object of
their attacks. The Church in
India must meet organized opposi-
tion which has wealth, tradition,
and education back of it. Can the
Church in America fail to stand
back of the Church in India in this
time of crigis?
. In this time of religious, social,
2
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and political upheaval not only are
the Hindus and Mohammedans re-
acting to the dynamic of evangeli--
cal Christianity and to the impact
of Western civilization and cul-
ture, striving to increase prestige
and influence by enrolling the out-
castes and by directly attacking
Christianity, but the outcastes
themselves are aroused and on the
move. They have organizations
and hold conventions. The Maz-
habi Sikhs (outcaste hangers-on
of the Sikhs) some time ago held
a convention and issued a printed
statement in Punjabi to this ef-
fect: “We are tired of being
treated like cattle by the Sikhs.
We ought to stand upon our own
feet. We intend to unite ourselves
with either the Arya, the Moham-
medan, or the Christian religion,
whichever can wipe out caste dis-
tinctions and receive us.”

Is not this a fact full of signifi-
cance and encouragement? The
village church is weak, yet the re-
ligion it represents is placed by
these outcastes on a par with
Hinduism and Mohammedanism,
with all their prestige and wealth.
Our missionary efforts have been
inadequate, yet they have been re-
spected by friends and foes alike.
The outcaste may be depressed and
illiterate but he is no fool. He
knows that his first friends were
the Christians, and that today he
can have real fellowship only from
the Christians. He wants to stand
on his own feet and get some-
where; -but he is puzzled. He
would probably like to come our
way, and enter the Christian fold,
as many of his friends and rela-
tives have already done; but he is
flattered by the attention of his
masters who once decreed him an
outcaste. Will the Church receive
him and see him through? .
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BY THE REV. ERDMANN D. BEYNON
Pastor, Centenary Magyar Methodist Ohurch, Detroit, Michigan

HOUGH the strait which di-

vides Bali from Java is so

narrow that one can easily
look across it on a clear day, a
whole world of thought divides the
two islands. Since Islam over-
threw the Majapahit dynasty in
Java four centuries ago, Hinduism
has been extinet on the larger is-
land; but the worship of Siva
flourishes foday on, Bali as per-
haps nowhere even in India. The
beauty of Bali’s scenery, the splen-
dor of its temples and the artless
charm of its inhabitants combine
in drawing to this remote island
travelers from the entire civilized
world. Such a traveler in search of
adventure was Arnaldo Cipolla, a
young Italian who spent some
months in Bali in the summer of
1926. For a time he made his
headquarters at the pasanggrahan
or resthouse built by the Dutch
Government for the use of travel-
ers, high up in the mountains at
Kintamani. Near by is the double-
coned active volcano of Batoer, one
of the mountains of Goenoeng
Agoeng, the mass of high moun-
tains which fills the eastern end of
Bali.

In a neighboring village he saw
fourteen-year-old Szoemba, one of
the Legong dancing girls at Siva’s
temple. Cipolla tells how a young
American, who also was staying at
the resthouse at that time, became
madly in love with the beautiful
Szoemba. It was the occasion of
her last dance, in honor of the cre-
mation of the body of a prince of
one of the native dynasties. With
a gold crown on her head and a
garment of sparkling silk, she

danced in the light of the flame of
the funeral pyre. It was an at-
tempt to portray the mysteries of
life and death, joy and pain, the
hero tales of the Mahabharata and
the Ramayana and the craving of
the soul for release from its temple
of clay. When the dance was
ended, Szoemba lay exhausted on
the ground beside the smouldering
pyre. Her American admirer
picked her up, paid her relatives
the 2,000 Netherlands forint—the
price of a bride—and took her to
live with him in a hut he had built
in the dense woods on the moun-
tainside. They were not left un-
disturbed in their sylvan retreat.
It was that very summer of 1926
when Batoer began to belch forth
lava upon all the surrounding
countryside. From the devastated
villages the bewildered peasants
flocked toward the lake. They
passed Szoemba’s hut. They
stopped and begged her to appease
the angry god. “Perchance it is
through love of you that Siva is
destroying our country. Will you
give yourself to him to save your
people?”’ The American begged her
to flee with him to safety. It was
of no avail. “I must save my peo-
ple,” Szoemba said. Once more

-she put on the golden crown and

the garment of glittering silk. At-
tended by the weird music of the
gamelang, she advanced from her
hut directly toward the volcano.
In time the American heard the
gamelang no longer. It had ceased
to play. The natives who escorted
her toward the volcano were hur-
rying back. But Szoemba did not
come back. The eruption ceased
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shortly after. When the lava
cooled they found her body. The
gold erown had melted info her
face. Her body had been burnt to
cinders. The peasants guard her
memory, for they believe that her
willing saerifice of herself to Siva.
saved them from his anger.

Szoemba’s dance. of death
startled Cipolla and showed him
that he had only partially under-
stood the Balinese character. On
the surface the Balinese seem to be
all softness, creatures of sunshine
and dance and song. Yet there
were few places in all the Nether-
lands East Indies where the Dutch
had a more desperate struggle to
gain control. .In 1844 the Rajas of
Boeleleng — t he principality of
North Bali, to which belonged
Singaradja, the present capital—
and Karangasem—the principality
at the east of the island—asserted
their “shore rights,” i. e., the right
to loot wrecked ships. From that
time on the Dutch sent expedition
after expedition against one after
another of the nine principalities
of Bali. It was only in 1908 that
Duteh rule became supreme over
the entire island, though even now
the regents of Bangli and Gianjar
and the Raja of Karangasem still
enjoy some shadow of autonomy
under Dutch supervision. The
assertion of “shore rights” and the
long struggle of these petty princi-
palities against the foreign invader
showed that the Balinese have a
sterner, darker side to their char-
acter.

The Balinese to-day number
roughly one million, and they pre-
sent to Christianity one of its big-
gest challenges in this decade. For
many years the Utrecht Mission-
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ary Society—Utrechtsche Zend-
ingsvereeniging—has done work
on Bali. After many vicissitudes
it seems to have gained a stable
foothold. As long as Bali re-
mained “unspoiled,” as the Tourist
Agencies put it, such missionary
effort was probably equal to the
situation. Today, however, Bali
is receiving such publicity as it
never received before, in America,
England, Italy, France, Germany,
Hungary and many other coun-
tries. It is being represented as a
veritable garden of Eden, where
the “tired businessman” may go
and sate himself with pleasure at
the expense of the innocent, mirth-
ful inhabitants. Pictures of Balin-
ese maidens with sarongs reaching
up only to their waists and carry-
ing on their heads offerings of
fruit, flowers and rice to the tem-
ples—such are the advertisements
which some tourist and steamship
agencies use to induce adventurers
to visit Bali.

Bali will not long be unspoiled.
Can it be won for Christ before
the adventurers of Western lands
ruin the very soul of the people?
Can that heroism such as Szoemba
displayed be turned toward the
salvation of the Balinese from
moral ruin? The most prominent
feature of the Balinese landscape
today is the ever-present poera or
village temple. If these temples
could be transformed from the
worship of Siva to that of Christ,
Bali might not be so attractive to
the adventurer from the West, but
the Balinese race would be saved
from its doom, a doom which
awaits it in a very few years un-
less Christian missionaries use this
opportunity.
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CAN POVERTY-STRICKEN CHRISTIANS DE-
VELOP SELF-SUPPORTING CHURCHES?

BY THE REV. GEORGE H. TRULL

Recretary, Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, New York

£e HE poverty of China is

great, for I was born there

and have seen it. But it is
nothing like that of India where I
now live.” This is the substance
of a statement made to me some
time ago by one of our missionary
women. I have just spent two
months in India and am now on
my way to China via Siam and the
Philippines. I expect to see pov-
erty in China in the wake of the
armies and the brigands. Neither
one leaves much behind. Yet the
Chinese are thrifty. I am told that
a Chinese village always has three
animals—a pig, a chicken and a
duck. What the pig leaves from
the family larder, the chicken gets,
and what the chicken misses in the
pool or canal the duck swallows.
I doubt if the average Indian vil-
lager has such a well stocked farm
yard. In fact he is a farm laborer
with a wage of about two to four
cents a day. Finding it difficult to
support his family on this sum, he
approaches the money lender. If
the latter is willing to accommo-
date him with a loan at the “low
rate” of one anna per month for
each rupee, the borrower has as-
sumed an obligation of paying 12
annas per year on 16 loaned, or
T5%. If the money lender has
visions of more than ordinary diffi-
culty in collecting his principle, he
will likely charge from 125 to
200%.

If this appears to you as usury,
ponder this fact. The intending
borrower probably has no other
collateral than his earning capacity

and his reputation. It will be
necessary to call on the borrower
for the interest as he will likely
forget the day it is due. He has no
calendar in his mud hut and one
day is much like another. It may
take much time to extract an anna
from a borrower who declares he
has not got it. Harsh words and
blows may be necessary. This
means exertion, particularly in the
hot season when the thermometer
is 120 degrees in the shade. 1t is
a gambler’s chance on the return
of the principle, this lending of
money to the poor Indian villager.
So the money lender, for self-pro-
tection as well as for reimburse-
ment for his effort—and it is real
work—charges a rate of interest
that seems to us like getting back
your money on the installment
plan. At any rate, this system is
one which results in keeping  the
average villager in debt for the
rest of his life, and it gives the
money lender plenty of exercise,
vocal and pedal, in collecting his
interest.

If perchance the villager has a
marriageable daughter, or worse
luck more than one such liability,
the cost of the wedding ceremony
will never be less than one year’s
income. It may be more. He
simply cannot “lose face” in his
community by “bucking” age-old
custom. He accepts the inevitable,
throws prudence to the winds,
feeds everybody with rice and
curry, and sinks deeper into debt.

I draw this picture so that you
may see its relation to the problem
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of developing a self-supporting
Church by the villagers of India.
We need this setting for our prob-
lem. Otherwise we shall not under-
stand it and might reach false
conclusions because of wrong
promises. A sympathetic acquaint-
ance with conditions is essential.

I must confess that upon my
first contact with India’s poverty-
stricken Christians, I was dis-
mayed. The situation seemed well
nigh hopeless. I reasoned that
perhaps in a hundred years, when
the economic level may be higher
and the income of the village Chris-
tians greater, they may be able to
support the Church. But this is a
long time to. wait. Two months
have slipped by since I sat one
morning under the open sky at a
village edge, conferring with the
leading men and the district mis-
sionary about their need of a
church building. - One of them de-
clared that more important than
building the church was the remis-
sion of the poll tax of eight annas
a year (16 cents) on each family.
As I was a foreigner, he seemed to
think that I had sufficient author-
ity with the Government to regu-
late the taxes! One needs only to
get away from home, you see, to
be lifted to a place of honor, im-
aginary though it may be. It was
plain that this brother could not be
dealt with on a spiritual level. I
was glad that others in the group
strenuously opposed his view.
They had some spiritual insight.
One even suggested that if all the
Christians would pray for ten days
consecutively for the necessary
land, one of the land owners of the
community would give it to them.
This revealed progress in our in-
terview. Through an interpreter
I tried to get across to them the
idea that American Christians like
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to help those abroad who help
themselves. Therefore I was in-
terested to learn what the local
Christians would do. This touched
the heart of the problem. We sep-
arated with this challenge.

Since further contact with vil-
lage conditions in all of Presby-
terian Missions in India, I have
concluded that it will not take a
century for the Church to reach
self-support. Only to a limited ex-
tent was I able to see what some
of the other Mission Boards in
India are doing with this question
of self support. However, I have
seen the report* of a very complete
survey of conditions made over an
extensive area, and I have been
heartened by the facts it presents.

‘T want to share with you some of

its information.

I am convinced that self-support
in India and in every other land is
a spiritual problem. It is also an
economic problem, psychological
problem, and an educational prob-
lem, but these latter are sub-
ordinate however to the main one.
In the last analysis, it comes down
to just this: Has the individual
sufficient spiritual life to do what
is required? Economic status may
affect the amount of the gift, but
it will not determine the quality
of it or effect the practice of giv-
ing. The psychological attitude
of inability to give which so many
of the villagers of India, and of
America for that matter, have, can
be changed through education,
provided the individual is spirit-
ually and not carnally minded.

If the whole matter is put upon
a spiritual plane at the outset,
there is certainty of success. That
this is not merely theoretical and
pious reasoning, I shall prove from

* Self-Suppoert jin Village Churches.
of a survey, by C. H. Loehlin.

A report
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facts presented in Mr. Loehlin’s
report. I heard the statements
presented that morning on the edge
of the village summed up in, “We
are too poor to give.” I heard it
again in places inside and outside
of India. I knew that those who
said it were poor. Some of them
probably poorer than anybody in
the United States. But even so,
they are not too poor to give some-
thing. I feel that a mistake has
been made in too ready acceptance
by the Church in America and by
some of the missionaries of the
psychological attitude “too poor to
give.,” Judged by our American
standards of living, it is easy and
natural to accept the statement
that a person who seldom if ever
knows the satisfaction of having
had enough to eat, and who is im-
mersed in debt, is too poor to give
anything, even to the Lord’s work.
Yet such persons can give work or
a part of their daily food, rice or
other grain, and occasionally, when
they have any money they can give
a portion of that.

In developing giving, we should
ask: What support before conver-
sion have the people given to their
former religion? One person told
me that converts could not be ex-
pected to give as much to the sup-
port of Christianity as to idolatry,
because Christianity lifts them to
a higher social plane with conse-
quent higher cost of family mainte-
nance. The amount spent in the
support of idolatry, even by the
poor, is in the aggregate a huge
sum annually. The Hindu shop-
keeper, when he opens his shop
each day, puts a pice (1% cent)
aside for the temple. The income
from land owned by the Hindu
temple goes to the priest. The
Hindus are accustomed to these in-
digenous methods of the support of
religion. Why should not the
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Christian Church take them into
account?

It is being done in certain quart-
ers. In the distriet of Dornakal in
East Central India, the Indian
Anglican Bishop heartily believes
in self-support. A village congre-
gation planned to build a 500 rupee
church. They asked aid from the
Diocesan Fund. The Bishop told
them he knew a better way than
that to get the money. He called
together the women of the congre-
gation and asked them what could
be done. They all thought the
church was too poor to raise the
money. “Will all the women who
prepare only one meal a day for
the family, please come over to
this side,” said the Bishop. Not
one arose. It was evident that
every family had at least two meals
a day. There was some grain at
hand, so the Bishop said: “I want
you to give for the building of your
church enough grain or flour, each
day, as will reach up to the middle
joint of your fingers, when you
measure out the grain for the fam-
ily meal. He then measured out
before them what would make a
week’s offering of this sort. With
eighty families making contribu-
tions in this manner, the value at
the end of a year would equal about
150 rupees. The women saw the
point and agreed to try this better
plan. What was the result? The
first year’s gifts amounted to more
than 150 rupees. At the end of the
three years, the congregation de-
cided that they would like to have
a church worth double what they
had originally planned and they
decided to build it all from their
own offerings. Compute what the
members of that church gained in
spiritual values by their own ef-
forts. They secured values that
could come to them in no other
way. Though the church structure
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was delayed, every member was
growing in grace and was experi-
encing the daily joy of giving.
Their building is a monument to a
method which can be copied any-
where in the foreign field. It is
not patented nor copyrighted.
Another indigenous method in
India is the offering at the festival
held at harvest time. Pastors have
their people assemble. One villager
may bring a chicken, another a
goat, another a calf, according to
ability. In the Dornakal Diocese
most of the gifts come from the
daily handsful of grain throughout
the year, the next largest amounts
come from the gifts at the harvest
festivals, and the least amount
comes from the subscription lists
of actual money. These Christians
are the poorest of the poor; they
live in straw huts and sleep on the
ground. The reason that they give
as they do, is because they have
been taught to do it from the very
beginning. It was a part of their
instruction in the Christian Way
of Life. They were not considered
“too poor to give.”” They were
told that every Christian must give
according to ability. Consequently
they have grown up as Christians
believing that they should give and
they experience real joy in doing
it. The ordinary way of doing
things seems to have been reversed
at Dornakal and with excellent re-
sults. Instead of the Mission start-
ing the work and then gradually
withdrawing, the Indian Chris-
tians themselves saw the need in
Dornakal, began the work, and
now three English missionaries are
there working under an Indian
Bishop. No expensive buildings
are put up, but what is within the
ability of the Indian Christians to
provide and to maintain. While
the Indian evangelist is trained in

things Biblical he is also instructed
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in things practical, carpentry and
weaving, so that he can go into a
village and support himself while
conducting religious services and
teaching the children to read.
Seven men thus trained are now
in service. A like number of Mis-
sion paid workers are thus set free
for work elsewhere,

At Ongole, the Baptists are urg-
ing self-support by having the In-
dian pastor farm a piece of land
given by the Mission, or work as
an artisan, say a leather worker.
What the pastors thus earn is sup-
plemented by the harvest festival
offerings of the Christians. This
again is an indigenous method. The
United Presbyterians in India ex-
pect their Indian pastors to be
responsible for raising their own
salaries. It is said that this plan
keeps the pastor busy, for the
Punjabi Christian wants his
money’s worth. Unless the pastor
is faithful to his duty of teaching,
preaching and visitation, the peo-
ple delay their offerings. In South
India the daily gift of grain from
the family food supply is generally
practised by the rural Christians.
Earthenware jars for holding the
Lord’s portion are distributed
among the people and are widely
used. The Roman Catholics, who
would never admit the principle
that people are “too poor to give,”
are said in South India to require
of the fisherfolk the catch on Fri-
day for the Church.

The individual gifts of the In-
dian Christians in the areas re-
ferred to are not large, about one
rupee (36 cents) per year. It may
look pitifully small. In the aggre-
gate, however, it is producing self-
support, giving large numbers in
the Church the joy of accomplish-
ment developing independent rath-
er than dependent, servile, parasitic
Christians, the sort of folk on
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whom we can depend to do their
share, according to ability, of evan-
gelizing their fellow nationals. I
have drawn most of my illustra-
tions from India, because if the
Christian Church can attain self-
support there, poverty stricken as
most of the Christians are, it can
attain it anywhere.

Evangelism which rightly urges
the giving of the heart to God must
include the giving of possessions.
There has been too much leaning
on foreign help in many quarters.

The psychological attitude ‘“too
poor” to give can be changed by
education to “I want to give.”
Love expresses itself in an offer-

WORLD-WIDE

The following statistics from
The Lutheran of June 19, are im-
pressively of special interest in
connection with the four hundredth
anniversary of the Augsburg Con-
fegsion this year.

COUNTRIES IN WHICH LUTHER-
ANISM IS ACTIVE IN 1930

Europe

Buapt. Mem.
Denmark .............. 3,364,500
Iceland ................ 102,400
Norway ............... 2,200,000
Sweden ............... 6,051,000
Finland ............... 3,426,060
Esthonia .............. 870,000
Latvia ................ 1,055,167
Germany .............. 30,182,421
Danzig ............... 560
Austria ............... 248,078
Czecho-Slovakia ........ 553,927
Poland ............... 537,000
Lithuania ............. 60,000
Russia ................ 920,000
Hungary .............. 492,695
Rumania .............. 405,668

Jugo-Slavia
German ..,.......... 120,000
Slovak .............. 55,000
Switzerland ........... 1,000
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ing. We must be careful not to
repress or discourage this expres-
sion. The Mission’s psychological
attitude regarding the new be-
liever’s status must be “ability to
give.,” “They can who think they
can” was one of the mottoes used
with excellent effect in a series of
missionary conventions in America
some years ago. I commend it to
the Christians of rising churches
in non-Christian lands. I commend
it likewise to those missionaries
who have the privilege of the early
training in stewardship of those
who are just learning to take the
first steps in the way of the life
abundant.

LUTHERANISM
France—Paris Bapt. Mem.
Montbeliard ......... 27,570
Algace .............. 245,077
Holland ............... 85,000
Italy .......... ..ol 986
North America
United States and Canada 4,505,286
Greenland ............. 13,000
Mexico ................ 80
Cuba ................. 158
Porto Rico ............ 1,492
Virgin Island .......... 1,961
South America
Brazil ................ 60,317
Argentina ............. 6,484
Chile ................. 40,000
Paraguay ............. 4,000
Uruguay .............. 4,000
Dutch Guiana ......... 3,000
Asia
India ................. 319,440
China ................. 52,000
Japan ................ 2,475
Africa
Africa ................ 337,805
Australia
Australia .............. 45,708
New Zealand .......... 491
Grand Total of World
Lutheranism ........ 56,122,101
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WHAT'S GOING ON IN SUB-CONSCIOUS
INDIA ¢

BY THE REV. EMIL: W. MENZEL

Missionary of the Evangelical Synod of North America

HE 5,000,000 reported Chris-

tians in India are far from

evenly distributed. In some
sections of South India as high as
one-third or even one-half of the
population is Christian, while in
other large areas there is not a
single Christian. Sakti State, with
a population of about 45,000, has
no Christians, while Jaspur State,
less than a hundred miles away,
has thousands. Nor does it depend
entirely on how much missionary
work has been done in any partic-
ular area. Madras, where the In-
dian Christians have become a real
power, has probably not had much
more missionary attention than
many another section of northern
or central India where the progress
has been painfully slow. Even
locally we mnotice the difference.
In Sakti State more work has been
done and over a longer period of
time than in Sarangarh State, yet
in the former perhaps three Chris-
tians have come out and in the
latter two hundred.

Its the old story of “unto every-
one that hath shall be given.” The
more Chrstians there are in a lo-
cality the better the chance of in-
creasing numbers. 'This is partly
due to the fact that, while we all
pretend to be leaders, only very
few of us really are, but wait for
someone else to show us the way.
It is also due to the fact that going
in company with others lends us
both courage and conviction. But
there is still a third reason, namely
that the subconscious appeal,
which automatically comes through
seeing other Christians, is prob-

ably far stronger than any direct
appeal a preacher can make.

This was well illustrated recent-
ly in our own field. In the village
of Sankra, five years ago, there
was not one Christian. Fifteen
years before a man and his family
had become Christian and they
were promptly chased out of the
village. Then, one family became
Christian and remained in Sankra.
Teday in that village, after five
years, there are 119 Christians,
making Sankra perhaps the strong-
est outstation in our mission. The
state of mind in the two neighbor-
ing villages is such that we have
reason to hope the thing will be
repeated there. There has really
not been any individual responsible
for the happening., It was rather
the power of suggestion spreading
through the village.

Stanley Jones’ brilliant work in
India is based on the assumption
that the intelligentsia of India is
further advanced in Christian
thought than either we or those
affected have realized. And
through his meetings and round
table discussions he has drawn into
the conscious mind of numerous
educated Indians many a Christian
thought with which their subcon-
scious mind has for some time been
at grips. Sub-conscious India may
be nearer Christianity than con-
scious India realizes. At least that
is the impression one gets when
one reads the constantly increasing
amount of semi-Christianized liter-
ature which score upon score of
prominent Hindu leaders are turn-
ing out. They are simply reading
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Christian content into their Hindu
traditions, and realize only faintly,
if at all, the true source from
which they are absorbing their
ideas.

Just the other day I had an ex-
perience which may prove to be an
example of how the subconscious
mind in India is being affected by
Christianity. My family and I
were on the train going from
Raipur to Sakti., Two Indian
gentlemen were in the same com-
partment with us, and from their
conversation it was apparent that
both were public school officials,
fairly high up in service. As we
passed Tilda, where our new hos-
pital is being built, one of the In-
dian gentlemen inquired of me
about the hospital. The conversa-
tion went on real tamely until one
of the men made a remark that
“there are only very few Chris-
tians in India and they are not
very strong.”

At this his companion, from his
appearance undoubtedly an ortho-
dox Hindu, interposed—‘“But, you
must not judge from what you see
here. You should go to Chota
Nagpur and see what the Chris-
tians are doing there.” (NOTE:—
Chhattisgarh in which we are
working is one of the backward
sections of India and has proved to
be one of the most stubborn in the
acceptance of Christianity. Chota
Nagpur, a neighboring state, and
the particular field of the Gossner
Mission, has been quite responsive,
in some sections one-third of the
population having been affected.)

Then this man went on to tell of
the excellent schools which both
Roman Catholics and Lutherans
conduct in Ranchi, the hospitals,
trade schools, orphanages, welfare
organizations, and churches. Not
once, but again and again, he came
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to the refrain “and they have taken
these almost aboriginal and drunk-
en peoples like the Ouraons and
Mundaris and made intelligent and
educated peoples of them.” He
recited how the Christian communi-
ties, though of most lowly origin
and in the minority, forced the
rajahs of some of the most despotic
and backward native states to
more progressive rule. I can still
hear him repeat and repeat—
“those Christians are always on
the side of progress. In one gen-
eration they have made college
students out of savages that used
to drink themselves to death.”

For almost an hour we con-
versed, most of the time being
taken by the Inspector General of
public schools in east Chota Nag-
pur, in telling about the mission
institutions and the Christian com-
munity in and about Ranchi. I
said littlee A Hindu was saying
what I wanted said to the third
man, more eloquently than I could
have said it. And, finally, the man
who made the remark about there
not being any Christians in India
turned to me and said, “I suppose
you people are going to make
Christians out of all of us.”

How did he get that way? No-
body had said anything to him
calling for that remark, unless his
own subconscious mind told him
that Christianity is supplying
something to the development of
India and the Indians without
which you simply cannot do.

The work in our own Chhattis-
garh district has been most uphill,
but the power of suggestion, which
at present is only tugging away at
subconscious Chhattisgarh, will
soon break through into the con-
sciousness of many. And it will do
it with such force that there can
be no mistaking its identity.
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SIR JOHN SIMON REPORTS ON INDIA*®

BY CHARLES JOHNSTON

ULY 4, 1776, is a significant
J date, as is July 14, 1789. The

corresponding day for India is
Aug. 20, 1917. But India’s decla-
ration was not made in India, nor
by one or many natives of India.
It was made in the British House
of Commons by Edwin Samuel
Montagu, M. P., at that time and
for the next five years Secretary
of State for India. The heart of
that declaration is in the first
paragraph:

“The policy of his Majesty’s
Government, with which the Gov-
ernment of India are in complete
accord, is that of the increasing
association of Indians in every
branch of the administration and
the gradual development of self-
governing institutions with a view
to the progressive realization of
responsible government in India
as an integral part of the British
Empire.”

That is the point of departure
of Sir John Simon’s commission.
The promise of the Secretary of
State for India, whose function it
is to interpret the will of the Par-
liament at Westminster to the
Viceroy of India at New Delhi, or
at Simla, was fulfilled by the Gov-
ernment of India Act of 1919; this
act contained a provision that,
after a period of ten years had
elapsed, and therefore in the year
1929, a commission should be ap-
pointed to inquire into the work-
ing of the act of 1919 and to report
as to whether, and to what extent,
“it is desirable to establish the
principle of responsible govern-
ment in British India, or to extend,

*Reprinted from the Book Review Magazine
of The New York Times.

modify or restrict the degree of
responsible government” after the
act had been in force for ten years.
This commission was duly ap-
pointed with Sir John Simon as
chairman, and, after two visits to
India, it has submitted to his
Majesty King George the two vol-
umes of the report.

The first volume, entitled “Sur-
vey,” gives an outline of the his-
tory and geography of India in
dignified and diplomatic language.
We may, perhaps, allow ourselves
something more of freedom in con-
veying its substance.

A generation ago the Govern-
ment of India was in fact a mili-
tary despotism, whose strength
lay, first, in the British Army of
some 75,000 men, and, second, in
the peaceful disposition and in the
many divisions of the immense
population of India. As a military
despotism India had enjoyed, and
was destined to enjoy, complete in-
ternal peace, a government of law,
administered by something less
than one thousand Indian civil ser-
vants, who, by universal testimony,
were wholly incorruptible; India
further enjoyed, or suffered, an
entire absence of partisan politics,
with the manifold activities which
accompany partisan politics. When
the government of Queen Victoria
had taken the reins of power from
the defunct East India Company
after the Indian mutiny of 1857,
her Majesty had proclaimed a de-
termination to admit natives of
India to the various branches of
government, to the degree that
they were qualified “by their edu-
cation, ability and integrity.” By
1861 a beginning was made to re-

47
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deem this promise by surrounding
the Viceroy and the Governors of
provinces with councils, which in-
cluded distinguished natives of In-
dia, who were free to give advice
but had no effective votes. In 1892
these councils were expanded.

In 1909 John Morley, who had
been made a Viscount, was Secre-
tary of State for India. As a good
Gladstonian Liberal Morley felt it
to be his duty to extend to India
the principle of demoeracy, which,
in association with Lord Minto,
then Vieeroy, he proceeded to do
by introducing a very limited elec-
tion into the councils, though they
still had only an advisory capacity.

Eight years later came the fa-
mous Montagu Declaration, and
then, in 1919, the Government of
India Act, embodying what are
called the ‘“Montagu - Chelmsford
Reforms.,” The Act of 1919 cre-
ated a Legislature for each of nine
provinces, of which Madras, Ben-
gal and Bombay are the oldest. It
also created a Legislature for the
whole of British India, which we
may call a central parliament or a
federal congress, with the reserva-
tion that it is not exactly either of
these two institutions. Xach of
the nine provincial Legislatures,
a single chamber assembly, con-
tained certain outstanding mem-
bers, who were called Ministers,
and to whom portfolios were en-
trusted, giving them authority
over the making of good roads,
education, public health and sim-
flar subjects, but in no case over
police, the courts of law, or land
revenue. These “reserved” sub-
jects continued to be administered
in fact by the members of the
Indian Civil Service, who had su-
pervised the whole system of gov-
ernment and all its details since
the days of the Indian Mutiny.
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The awkward division between
these stalwart civilians and the
new native Ministers was known
by the awkward name ‘“Dyarchy,”
which has had all the disadvan-
tages inseparable from divided au-
thority.

The Liberal aspirations of Mor-
ley and Montagu were not com-
pletely realized. Little clouds, such
as presage the rains, gathered in
the sky. The class of English-
speaking native politicians, who
had been voicing their ideas since
about the year 1885, when the Na-
tional Congress came into being,
expressed themselves as, on the
whole, entirely dissatisfied with
the Dyarchy. The Montagu-
Chelmsford reforms had not gone
nearly far enough to please them.
Further, the effort of the reform-
makers to do justice at the same
time to the Hindu majority and
the Mohammedan minority had
widened the rift between these two
communities, each of which was
afraid of being overreached by the
other; and exactly in proportion
as the reforms developed, hostility
between the two communities in-
creased, with the result that in
India the word ‘“communal” has
come to refer to this fundamental
religious cleavage. We need not
include in this survey incidents
springing from the agitation set
in motion by Msahatma Gandhi,
since the Simon Report was
avowedly completed before that
complication arose.

So far the historic background,
very superficially sketched. Now
a word about geography. The fun-
damental division in India is be-
tween that part which is directly
under British rule (primarily the
nine provinces with their Gov-
ernors and Legislatures, already
outlined) and the Native States,
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which are autonomous countries
under the suzerainty of the King-
Emperor, represented in India by
the Viceroy at New Delhi. Since
the status of these native states is
fixed by treaty, the British Parlia-
ment is not in a position to legis-
late for them. Therefore, the Na-
tive States, in area about 800,000
square miles, with a population of
about 70,000,000, are not affected
by the Montagu-Chelmsford re-
forms, and enter only incidentally
into the report of the Simon com-
mission under review.

With a good many unavoidable
omissions, this is the substance of
the first volume, “Survey.” What
are the “Recommendations’” which
Sir John Simon and his six dis-
tinguished colleagues have been
moved to make?

To begin with, they openly criti-
cize, even deplore, one element in
the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
of 1919: namely, the provision
that the whole field should be re-
viewed ten years later—as it hap-
pened, by their own committee.
They say, with entire justice, that
this promised, or threatened, re-
vision stamped the whole scheme
as provisional; that, so stamped,
it could not possibly have a fair
trial; that, in fact, it did not get
a fair trial. They go on to express
the conviction that this time-pro-
vision should on no account be in-
serted in any legislation based on
their investigation and report;
that, on the contrary, a quite in-
definite period should be allowed
for natural growth, which would
probably follow different lines in
the different provinces.

Having thus cleared the ground,
they recommend that the system of
Legislatures and Ministers for the
nine provinces should be continued,
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but that the division of authority
indicated by the word dyarchy
should be abolished. Instead, prac-
tically all departments in each
province should be turned over to
the Legislatures, with their Min-
istries, and that every effort should
be made to create and strengthen
a sense of responsibility in a
united Cabinet, the Ministers act-
ing as a unit and held responsible
as a unit, in accordance with the
system at present followed in
Britain, whose Cabinet is wholly
different from the President’s Cab-
inet at Washington. In general,
one may say that the prescriptions
for the advance of India are alto-
gether British in spirit and gen-
erally also in form. There is very
little original creative imagination
in them.

If the recommendations of the
report were carried out we should
have nine provinces, each with its
elected Legislature and Ministry,
but, effectively, all power would
remain, as at present, in British
hands. There would be even less
change in the central government,
which would also remain predomi-
nantly British, as would the army,
charged with the defense of India
as an integral part of the British
Empire. The report calls the
grouping of the nine provinces and
certain other areas a ‘“federation,”
but the reality is that the bond of
union implied by the report is still
the British Army. There is large
provision for local self-govern-
ment, though the scheme might be
criticised as too uniform, in view
of the immense underlying diver-
sities; but there is no doubt what-
ever that, if the ideas of Sir John
Simon’s commission are followed,
the authority of Britain over India
will remain undiminished.
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SOME BOOKS ON INDIA

INETEEN hundred and thir-
ty is a critical year for In-
dia and her population of

over 320,000,000. Great Britain
this year undertakes to come to
terms with Indian nationalism.
The nineteenth century saw the
growth of the nationalistic spirit
in Europe, and the concentration
of power in the hands of a few
great states which seemed des-
tined to rule the rest of the eastern
continent. The century closed with
Japan coerced by a Russian,
French, and German combination,
the Chinese.imperial court fleeing
from Peiping before the allied
troups, India under Curzon, her
most masterful Viceroy, and Africa
partitioned.

Then the tide begun to turn.
Resentment at European control
had been growing for many years,
but resistance seemed hopeless.
The Russo-Japanese War was the
first demonstration on a grand
scale that Europe was not invin-
cible. A new gpirit flamed up in
yvellow and brown and swarthy
men. Persia and Turkey demanded
and obtained constitutional gov-
ernment, China became a republic,
and Japan was recognized as one
of the world powers. India re-
ceived only small concessions that
were far from representative gov-
ernment.

Next the great War shook every-
thing that was shakable. It, and
still more the diplomatic settle-
ments that followed, blasted in the
minds of Asiatics Europe’s claim
to moral superiority. Wilson’s ap-
peal for self-determination might
be ignored by the statesmen at
Versailles when it presented prac-
tical difficulties, but to those under

‘Commission.

foreign control it kindled and
fanned new ambitions.

Nowhere in the world is there
such a vast population with such a
great past and individual evidences
of such high grade ability as in
India. China, Siam, Persia, Arabia,
and even Afghanistan are inde-
pendent with their own national
flags. But India is still denied
self-government. Indians must ad-
mit the long list of benefits result-
ing from British rule, but they
claim that many of these were not
disinterested, and that they have
been accomplished by racial and
economic discrimination. The In-
dian believes that he has just cause
for complaint.

In 1917 England proposed a
scheme, the Montagu-Chelmsford
system of diarchy, that was to be
a first step to self-government., It
was to be tried out for ten years
and then revised as circumstances
seemed to warrant. At the end of
the decade a British commission
was appeinted, with Sir John
Simon as chairman, to investigate
and make recommendations. The
Indian nationalists made vehement
protests because no Indian was in-
cluded in the membership of this
The report was re-
leased in June of this year. It is
to be discussed at a round-table
conference in London to be held
this fall. Such is the political sit-
uation that brings India into the
newspaper headlines.

For the last ten years probably
no single human being has been
more talked about than an Indian,
Mr. Gandhi, now under arrest.
Those who criticise his conclusions
cannot deny the purity of his char-
acter and unselfish devotion to
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principle. Christianity may claim
a share in such a product. Gandhi
says that he is not a Christian, but
he freely acknowledges the influ-
ence of Christ. He is one of the
gignificant phenomena of modern
history.

Naturally the political crisis has
called out a great bulk of books
and articles. Miss Mayo’s caustic
“Mother India,” which for a time
was a best seller in America, was
bitterly resented by Indians and
provoked both denial and counter-
charges. It is not difficult today
to find reading matter on the sub-
ject.

These are some of the more spec-
tacular features of the situation
as regards India., The main di-
rect contribution which American
Christianity is making is its sup-
port of nearly 3,000 missionaries
and the institutional work in which
they are engaged. To achieve the
greatest efficiency of this work,
there is scope for the wise expend-
iture of much more than America
gives. We as Americans should
not read about India merely to
keep up-to-date or to satisfy idle
curiosity but to learn how we may
cooperate in promoting India’s
best welfare.

For the season of 1930-1931, The
Friendship Press of the Mission-
ary Education Movement has is-
sued the following books for read-
ing and study:

India Looks to Her Future. By Professor
Oscar MacMillan Buck. Cloth, $1.00;
paper, 60 cents, .

Dr. Buck, Professor of Missions and
Comparative Religion at Drew Theo-
logical Seminary, was born in India
of missionary parents, educated in
America, served as a misgionary in
India, and recently revigsited the coun-
try in company with Dr. E. Stanley
Jones. He writes with sympathy for
the land of his birth and boyhood,

SOME BOOKS ON INDIA

751

secking to state the situation as it
appears from different viewpoints.
His chapters treat of the emergence
of nationalism, the great social and
economic problems, the groups into
which Indian society is divided, the
religious ideals to which India most
responds, the home life, and the pros-
pect for Christianity. With the wide
outlook of a student of missions and
comparative religions, and an intimate
knowledge of Indian life, the author
packs in fervid style a large amount
of information and picturesque ma-
terial into this little book.

A Course for Leaders of Adult Groups
Studying India. By T. H., P. Sailer.
Paper, 25 cents,

This pamphlet presents two ap-
proaches, the first suggesting prob-
lems for study and discussion on the
subjects treated in Dr. Buck’s text-
book. The other approach is for
groups more mature and willing to
study. It divides the main group into
sub-committees representing respec-
tively the British Government, the In-
dian nationalists, the masses of India,
the women, the Christians, and the
missionary body. Each sub-committee
meets separately for a period to pre-
pare a statement of its viewpoint.
Later all the committees come to-
gether for a geries of meetings in
which each presents its statement and
i3 questioned by the other, A list of
specific references is given on each
topic.

India on the March. By Dr. Alden H.
Clark. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cents.
The first edition of this book ap-

peared in 1922 and was one of the

most popular textbooks for young
people and adults desiring simpler
presentation. It has been thoroughly
revised and brought up to date. Dr.
Clark adopts in large part the excel-
lent method of concrete narratives
which illustrate typical sitnations. He
tells stories of Indian villagers and
outcastes which bring out clearly the
difficulties which Christianity eon-
fronts and what it is able to accom-
plish. The book makes easy and

electronic file created by cafis.org



752

pleasant reading and also furnishes
material for discussion.

Do You Like Our Country? By Ruth
Isabel Seabury. Paper, 50 cents.
This pamphlet presents suggestions

for a course on India for young peo-
ple. It is based primarily on Dr.
Clark’s book, but also suggests how
to use a number of other books in a
program of study, discussion, service,
and worship. It is therefore broader
in scope than the usual helps for
leaders and should be capable of more
varied application. It will help to
integrate mission study into the re-
ligious education of the church.

Freedom. By Welthy Honsinger Fisher.

Cloth, 85 cents.

This story - of two students, Gopal
and Nalini, a brother and sister in a
high-caste Hindu family, coming into
contact with the new forces in na-
tionalism, western education, and
Christianity is very delightful read-
ing for young people, and adults as
well. The book is illustrated with
sketches drawn by Indian artist
students at Rabindranath Tagore’s
school.

The Star of India. By Isabel Brown
Rose. Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 75 cents.
This reading book of faseinating

stories of old India and also India of

today is written for boys and girls
of junior high school age. It tells
of the adventures of heroic men and
women, both Indians and westerners
who have helped the Indian people,
and who have been decorated with the

Star of India. The illustrations, black

and white sketches, are by Edith E.

Strutton, who lives in India.

Out of Yesterday Into Tomorrow.
Mary Jenness. Paper, 50 cents.
This is a course book on India for

leaders of intermediates, based pri-

marily on “The Star of India,” but
giving other reference sources as well,

Like “The Star of India” it treats of

old India and India of today, there

being two units—yesterday’s India

By
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alive today and moves toward tomor-
row, covering a series of sessions
which provide stories, discussion ques-
tions, references, and suggestions for
activities and worship.

The Golden Sparrow. By Irene Mason
Harper. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 75 cents.
This course for leaders of junior

children contains stories about a group

of boys whose families represent the
more progressive thinkers in India to-
day. Through the experience of this
group, the author, a missionary in In-
dia for fifteen years to the depressed
clagses in the villages, deals with
some of the most baffling problems of
present-day India. The second part
is for leaders and contains background
material and original and practical
suggestions for the use of the stories.

Bhaskar and His Friends, By Clara G.
Labaree. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 75 cents.
This is a course for leaders of pri-

mary children and contains stories and

informational material on India with
suggestions for its use. These sug-
gestions are based on actual teaching
experience in using the material with
three different groups of children.

The author was for five years a mis-

sionary in India, and there taught in

the Mary B. Harding Kindergarten

Training School, in Sholapur, and al-

$0 served as principal of the Josephine

Kindergarten.

Another interesting book is:

India in 1928-1928. By John Coatman.
416 pp. Published by the Government
of India. Calcutta, Agent in Ameria,
The British Library of Information,
551 Fifth Ave., New York. $1.00.
This is a report to the British Par-

liament on the moral and material

progress of India by the Director of

Public Information of the Govern-

ment, and is published “under the

authority and with the general ap-
proval of the Secretary of State for

India.” It is a volume of first hand

information and judicial spirit—re-

markable for its authoritative presen-
tation of a wide range of subjects.
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'VARIETIES OF TRAVEL EXPERIENCE

Some Things Seen and Heard in Burma, Siam and Malaya
BY DELAVAN L. PIERSON

TRAVEL LETTER No. 7

N A tour such as this one is im-
pressed by the vast variety that
characterizes God’s world.

There are both the surface varia-
tions and those that go deeper.
Interesting and informing articles
might be written on “smelling
one’s way around the world” (how
rich and varied are the odors!), or
on “chords and discords in many
lands”; or on “traffic cops I have
met,” or on.‘“varieties of bathing
experiences.” One might write on
“modes of travel—ancient and
modern.”  This would include
camel, donkey, elephant and horse,
goofa (Tigris round tubs) and
sampans; mule litter and ham-
mock; tonga (two-wheeled car)
and bullock ekka; sedan chair,
wheelbarrow and ricksha; two-
storied camel and cart and Peiping
(springless) cart. There are also
the most modern modes such as
steamer, tram car, railway, auto-
mobile and airplane. There are
the varieties in race and color, in
speech and writing, in manners
and customs. A very interesting
story might be told of money and
money-changers, or of foods—de-
licious and malicious. Going deep-
er we find world-wide varieties in
science and religion, in politics and
industrial conditions, in the status
of women and the training of chil-
dren.

Similarly we have been im-
pressed by the vast variety in mis-
sionary work around the world.
Not only are there varied methods
—such as preaching and teaching,
printed literature and colportage

3

work, medical service and social
uplift, industrial missions and
physical training—but there is a
rich variation in the types of mis-
sionaries in their personal char-
acteristics and ideas; their denom-
inational and theological coloring;
their purpose and plans. Tlere is
also a striking variety in the native
Christians met and in the churches
and institutions established, in fi-
nancial methods and ideals, and in
equipment and organization.

A BULLOCK

CART IN INDIA

But in the midst of all this vari-
ety there is, or should be, an
underlying unity. Any mode of
travel is useful that helps one to
reach the goal; beneath the surf-
ace men and women are much the
same in their instinets and needs;
children are attractive and love-
able—in spite of dirt—in all lands;
the essentials to happiness and
well-being do not vary greatly
under all governments and all so-
cial and industrial conditions.
Righteousness, sympathy and un-
selfish service spell peace and pros-
perity anywhere.

Also in missionaries and mission
work we find room for almost end-
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less variety, if we keep true to the
basic purpose and principles laid
down by Jesus Christ and the early
apostles (missionaries). We have
seen that so-called evangelistic
work or preaching is not always
successful and that educational or
medical work may produce even
larger results under the right con-
ditions. Some workers under
every society and all denominations
have evidenced the power of God
working through them. The great
essential has been proved to be
God working through the mission-
aries and the need for Christ and
His Gospel, and their efficacy has
not changed. The power of the
Spirit of God is the same in every
land and at all times. Thus in the
midst of endless variety there is,
or should be, essential unity.

It has been our privilege to see
a wide range of missionaries and
Christian work in Asia. Some has
evidently been fruitful in abiding
spiritual results, while some is ap-
parently barren. Human judg-
ment may be at fault. Wheat and
tares must be allowed to grow to-
gether until the harvest, but no
servant of Christ will knowingly
sow tares.

One of our greatest joys on this
tour has been to see the unity and
loyalty to Christ that characterize
most of the Protestant mission-
aries in Asia. That is the only
motive that can make them willing
to remain at their task. It is too
difficult and too hopeless otherwise.
In every denomination and in
every branch of service we have
found such spirit-filled, loyal
workers.

QOur visit to Burma was un-
fortunately too short to permit
visits to Ava and other fields
where Adoniram Judson worked
and laid the foundations of the
Church in Burma. The most fruit-
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ful work is among the Karens and
the animistic tribes of the north.
The American Baptist Judson
College at Rangoon (with 600 stu-
dents, about 60% of them Chris-
tian) has recently become a part
of the University of Rangoon.

There are strong Methodist and
Baptist schools for boys and girls
in Rangoon, and Burmese and
Karen theological seminaries for
the training of evangelists.

An impressive and fruitful piece
of work is being carried on under
Mr. Dyer, one of the Baptist mis-
sionaries, with the help of Chris-
tian students of the seminary and
the college. Each week-end a group
of these students go on an evan-
gelistic campaign to some town
where there is a nucleus of Chris-
tians. This local group has made
special preparations and has ad-
vertised the event. On Saturday
afternoon athletic contests—of
which the Burmese are fond—are
planned between the local boys and
the visitors. All the spectators are
invited to attend a concert or
simple drama to be given by the
Rangoon students in the evening.
This is always a strong attraction.

- Between the numbers on the pro-

gram the Christian students give
their testimony as to what Christ
has done for them personally. This
witness is more effective than a
sermon. It attracts townspeople
and greatly benefits the boys who
testify. Then the audience is
invited to a Christian service on
Sunday morning and the afternoon
and evening are given up to per-
sonal work with inquirers. On
Monday the visiting students re-
turn to their studies.

The fruits of this evangelism are
evident both in the lives of the
Christian students who take part
in the campaigns and in the num-
ber of inquirers who are led to
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Christ. In one town near Rangoon
some girls of the mission school
were so impressed that they be-
came Christians. The Buddhist
parents of some became alarmed
and thirty-five pupils were with-
drawn from the school. It was
found to be “dangerous” to have
them under such Christian influ-
ence. But the school had proved
its missionary character. The
tragedy of the situation is that
while there are funds provided for
the edueational work, this effective
evangelism has no place in the bud-
get and funds must be sought fromr
outside sources.

The omnipresence of the Bud-
dhist priest with his begging bowl
carrier impresses one in Burma.
The priest is not supposed to
“beg,” but an attendant carries a
bowl into which those who wish to
“acquire merit” are permitted to
place an offering. Buddhism is
much less oppressive and offensive
than the Hinduism of India and
less antagonistic to Christianity
than Islam, but its philosophy of
transmigration of the soul, its doc-
trine of nirvana (the extinction of
all desire) and of salvation by
works (acquiring merit) are dead-
ening to progress and to spiritual
life. The priesthood—into which
all boys are supposed to enter for
three years—is an incubus on so-
ciety. The religious monks and
nuns and the myriad temples must
be supported and without any ade-
quate return to the public. T