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PERSONALS 

REV. CHARLES L. WHITE, D.D., Secre
tary of the American Baptist Home Mis
sion Society, has been elected President 
of the Home Missions Council for the 
fourth time. 

* * * 
MRS. EDGAR TILTON, JR., for twenty· 

nine years a member of the Women's 
Board of Domestic Missions of the Re
formed Church in America, has been 
elected President of that Board, to suc
ceed Mrs. E. H. Maynard. .. .. .. 

REV. E. STANLEY JONES, D.D., author 
of "The Christ of the Indian Road" and 
"Clirist at the Round Table," was elected 
bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at the recent General Conference, 
hut declined the honor. Dr. Jones planned 
to sail June 9th for a three months' 
trip to South America, under the aus
pices of the Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America. 

.. * 
SIR WILFRED GRENFELL, M.D., the well

known missionary doctor of Labrador, 
delivered the annual' Founder's Day ad
dress recently at Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama. 

* * * 
REV. ERIC M. NORTH, PH.D., formerly 

Associate Secretary of the American 
Bible Society, has been appointed a Gen
eral Secretary, concerned chiefly with 
distribution. 

.. .. * 
REV. GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN, for

merly of Ben Avon, Pa., has been ap
pointed a General Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, to succeed the 
late Dr. Arthur C. Ryan. 

.. .. * 
REV. JOHN S. CHANDLER, D.D., for 

fifty-four years a member of the Madura 
Mission of the American Board, has re
tired from active service, though he will 
continue the revision of the Tamil Old 
Testament for two more years in India. 
Dr. Chandler, his parents, his two 
daughters in India, and his son in China, 
have so far given 146 years of service to 
the people of the Orient. 

* * 
DR. PAUL HARRISON, author of "The 

Arab at Home," has--gone to Matrah, a 
new station of the Al'*bian _ Mission of 
the Reformed Churclkin America,where 
he and his family will be the only Chris
tians in a community of 10,000 Moslems. .. .. .. 

LORRI~ A .. SHEPARD, M.D., of the 
American Board Mission in Constan
tinople, and sori of "Shepard of Aintab," 
was invited to attend the recent national 
Turkish- Congress of Physicians at An
gora, and was the only foreigner among 
the four hundred Turkish medical men 
present. --
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Missionaries-Save Money on 
Christmas Gifts 

MISSIONARIES: Now is the time to 
select your Christmas gifts from our 

catalogue at money-saving priees for ship
ment abroad. Safe delivery to any part 
of the world. 

CHURCHES: We will forward orders 
for Christmas donations and supplies to 
foreign missions, and save you money and 
worry. 

FOREIGN FIELD SECRETARIES: 
Anticipate the Holiday needs of your Mis
sionary Associates. Communicate now 
with our Wholesale Department. 

Special discounts on purehases for your 
stations. 

A FREE copy of the famous Montgomery 
Ward catalogue upon request. 

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
Missionary Bur~au Chicago, U. S. A. 
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Visit the Fatherless 
and Widows at 

MUKTI, INDIA 
And you will find: 

Day Schools 
Industrial Schools 
Blind School 
Bible School. 
Rescue Home 
Widows' . Home 
Nursery Jor Foundlings 
Hospital 

All fon,; .. 1~il by India's greatest Christian 
Woman, Pandita Ramabai. and dependent on 
God through the freewill offerings of Hi. 

people. WILL YOU HELP? 
Send all contributions and obtain further in· 
formation through American Auxiliary ..,f the 

RAMABAI MUKTI MISSION 
260 Wesl44th St., New York, N. Y. 

Please mention THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to advertisers. 
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CANON W. H. T. GAIRDNER, missionary 
of the Church Missionary Society in 
Cairo since 1899, Arabic scholar, and 
author of "The Rebuke of Islam," "The 
Phonetics of Arabic," and other volumes, 
died in Cairo on May 22d, in the fifty
fifth year of his age. 

* * * 
REV. GEORGE A. FORD, D.D., honorably 

retired American Presbyterian mission
ary in Syria, died in Sidon on May 18th 
in the seventy-seventh year of his age. 

* * * 
MRS. WILLIAM T. HOBART, of the 

American Methodist Episcopal Mission 
at Taian-fu, Shantung Province, was 
killed on April 29th by a bullet which 
came through her window during fight
ing between Nationalist and Northern 
soldiers. 

* * .. 
MRS. LOUISE B. GILDER, who went to 

India in 1872 under the Women's For
eign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, died on April 8th in 
Bangalore, where her husband died four 
years ago. . 

* * .. 
REV. ELMER E. FIFE, D.D., Presby

terian educational missionary in India 
for more than twenty-five years, died in 
Dehra Dun on May 16th. 

* * * 
REV. JAMES HAYES, D.D., a Nez Perce 

Indian, and for thirty-five years a 
preacher of the Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions, of which he had been 
elected an honorary member, died on 
April 26th at Kamiah, Idaho. 

* * 
MRS. WILLIAM J. DRUMMOND, who was 

appointed in 1889 as a missionary to 
China by the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A., died in Los Angeles on April 25th. 
She had been in the United States since 
1925 because of ill health. 

* * .. 
BISHOP LUTHER B. WILSON, of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, died in Bal
timore on June 4th, after a protracted 
illness. His last public service was an 
address delivered at the Quadrennial 
Convention in Kansas City on May 18th. 
He was born in Baltimore in November 
14, 1856, was graduated from Dickinson 
College and studied medicine at the Uni
versity of Maryland. Later he entered 
the Baltimore Conference. After hold
ing several pastorates and acting as pre
siding elder in his district, he was 
elected Bishop in 1904, and since 1902 he 
has been resident Bishop of the New 
York area. In a very wide circle he was 
greatly honored and loved for his Chris
tian character and unselfish service. 

515 

The ~~Christian Life" 
Series 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSON HELPS 

Orthodox! Practical! Unsectariall! 

Quarterlies for Teachers and Scholars. 
Illustrated Papers for the School. 

Adapted' to meet the need of every de
partment of the school. 

These periodicals contain an amazing 
amount of Scriptural reading matter. 

Examine them for yourself. 

A Sample Pa~k of the Full 
Line FREE on Request. 

UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 

DR. WILLIAM I. HAVEN, for 29 years 
secretary of the American Bible Society, 
died at his home in Summit, N. J., on 
June 5th. Dr. Haven was 72 years of 
age, having been born 'in Westfield, 
Mass., in 1856, a son of Bishop Gilbert 
Haven. He was loved and highly es
teemed in a wide circle and served effec
tively in many religious organizations. 
He was one of the founders of the Ep
worth League and was for some years a 
helpful member of the Editorial Council 
of the REVIEW. 

.. .. * 
MISS EMILY C. TILLOTSON, the secre

tary in charge of educational work of 
the Woman's Auxiliary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church for 14 years, died at 
St. Luke's Hospital, New York, on May 
12th. Her marked ability was manifest 
in all her service and the results of her 
pioneer work in adult education will 
abide. 

* * * 
PERSONAL 

REV. OTTO BRASKAMP, a missionary of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., at 
Ichowfu, Shantung, China, has recently 
returned to America after some exciting 
experiences at his station. He is a dele
gate to the World's Sunday-School Con
vention at Los Angeles and will spend 
his time in America in study and deputa
tion work. His address is Alton, Iowa. 

Please mention THE MISSIONAaY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to advertisers. 
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IS CHRISTIANITY MAKING HEADW A Y 
IN AMERICA? 

BY REV. JOHN A. MARQUIS, D.D., New York 
Executive Secretary, Board 01 Na.tiona! Missions 01 the Presbyterian Ohurel., U. S. A. 

I N SOME quarters this is a much 
debated 'question, at least a 
much discussed question. In 

what direction religiously is this 
country headed-toward Christ or 
toward paganism? Everyone ad
mits that considerable headway to
ward Christianity was acquired 
during the nineteenth century. At 
least the organized Church gath
ered a momentum unequalled in 
any other century of Christian his
tory unless it be the first. But 
since the beginning of the twen
tieth century, and especially since 
the World War, it is argued that 
this momentum has been lost, the 
whole Christian movement is slow
ing down, and some think that ere 
long it will come to a stop. 

The rejoinder might be made 
that one decade, or even half a 
dozen decades, is not a test of the 
progress of a movement as old and 
as vitally intrenched as Christian
ity, and that a temporary slowing 
down, if there' is such a slowing 
down, after the remarkable growth 
of the nineteenth century, is only 
a natural breathing spell. 

sumed to exist, but to find out what 
are the facts. In analyzing any 
human situation, especially in the 
domain of religion, it will not do to 
accept, at their face value, asser
tions of either hostile critics or pes
simistic friends. 

What are the facts in the Chris
tian situation in America today? 
That this country is yet a long way 
from the "millennium," no one will 
dispute. But is she any further 
from it now than she was at the 
beginning of the twentieth century 
or at the middle of the nineteenth 
century? 

Our Lord, when He was on earth, 
rebuked the Pharisees because they 
were not able to discern the signs 
of the times. Their days were full 
of portents, but those old Phar
isees, scholars and religionists as 
they were, could not, or would not, 
see them; and they would perish, 
and perish culpably because of it. 
Our Lord severely arraigned that 
generation because of its closed 
mind; He warned the nation of its 
peril because of its sinfulness. 
Bigotry, prejudice, self-interest, 

But our purpose is not to 
count for a situation that is 

ac- and pride of position blinded their 
as- minds so that they could not see 

617 
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the stately steppings of God all 
around them. They could recog
nize "the signs of the times" in the 
days of Moses and believed that 
those signs were of God, but they 
refused to see that God was work
ing signs in their own day even 
more than He did in any day that 
was past. For this they were re
buked ; Christ could not see any 
hope for the closed mind. As 
Christians we have a right to as
sume that God will not leave us 
without signs, given as clearly as 
in the generations of the fathers. 

What are the signs of the times 
today and which way are they 
pointing? They have not always 
pointed in the same direction in 
the past. 'For long periods the in
dex finger for religion was dis
tinctly retrogressive. The signs of 
the times were unfavorable and the 
critics and pessimists had ground 
for glee or gloom according to the 
attitude or desire of each. Peoples, 
whole nations of them, have be
come godless or pagan, even at the 
very time when they were most 
loudly proclaiming their piety. 
They have been especially prone to 
do this in eras of great prosperity 
such as America has been passing 
through for the past twenty years. 

The Trend in America Toda~ 

Is there an irreligious trend in 
America today, a pendulum swing 
against Christianity, or vice versa? 
Is America going Christian or go
ing pagan, so far as present tend
encies indicate? Are the anti-re
ligionists right in maintaining that 
Christianity has served its day? 

In a recent number of the New 
York Times, President Cutten of 
Colgate University discusses the 
question, "Shall We Abandon Re
li8'ion?" He 8'ives three reasons 

why some people think that it is 
doomed and must be abandoned: 

"First, there are those who say that 
science has revealed to us a body of facts 
with which religion does not agree, and 
consequently that religion is portraying 
an unreality which cannot long recom
mend it. Second, others say religictn is 
failing in its main task, which they con
sider to be the business of furnishing a 
moral solution to our modern problems. 
A third class of persons claim that it has 
no value, either moral or otherwise, for 
modern life." 

He then proceeds to combat these 
positions as contrary to fact. Our 
question, however, is not whether 
Christianity ought to be retained 
or abandoned, but how the battle 
seems to be going at the present 
time. 

Any estimate of the headway of 
Christianity among a people must 
take into consideration the status 
of the Church. We cannot sep
arate the life of a religion from its 
organization. Life, of course, must 
come first, but life always organ
izes itself into a body of some kind. 
When the body dies, the life passes 
on. We can speculate about Chris
tianity apart from the Church and 
the speculation may be entirely 
logical. But as things now are the 
world knows little about the Chris
tian religion apart from the Chris
tian Church. The two for the time 
being are indissolubly connected 
and the fate of one will be the fate 
of the other. The contention of 
antagonists and pessimists is that 
the Church is losing out, and there
fore that the religion which it pro
motes is losing out also. 

Last winter the claim was broad
cast over the country and the 
world that the Protestant churches 
in America had suffered a loss of 
500,000 members during the pre
ceding year and data were quoted 
to prove it. It turned out that the 
claim w~s bas~d on an error in th~ 
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statistical reports, an error which 
a careful statistician would have 
caught at once. 

The Protestant churches suf
fered no loss at all in their mem
bership. It is true that their rate 
of increase in membership has 
slowed up. Until a decade or two 
ago the Protestant churches in the 
United states increased at a much 
more rapid rate than the popula
tion, in some decades from two to 
four times as rapidly. Today it is 
not quite an even pace. The pop
ulation of the country is increasing 
at the rate of about 1.7% a year, 
while the membership of the 
Christian Church, including the 
Roman Catholics, is increasing at 
the rate of 1~2% a year. In this 
percentage increase the Roman 
Catholics lead the Protestants, their 
rate of increase being 1.5 %. This 
means, it is contended, that the 
Church's power to win converts in 
large numbers has spent itself and 
that in a decade or two more she 
will be out of the running. 

It is further pointed out that in
side the American Church there 
are on every side manifest evi
dences of decay, such as the prev
alence of theological contro
versies, for one thing, whose bitter
ness is in direct ratio to the petti
ness of their causes. Christians 
today are doing what the Pharisees 
did in the days of our Lord, 
wrangling over anise and cummin 
while they neglect the weightier 
matters of justice and righteous
ness and love to God and man. 

The decline in missionary and 
in philanthropic giving by the 
churches is pointed out as another 
item in the same count. There was 
a day when the American Chris
tian sacrificed heroically and mag
nificently that the Gospel might be 
preached to every creature at home 

and abroad. Today, in his abun
dance, and such abundance as his 
fathers never dreamed and the 
world never saw, year by year he 
is giving less and less in propor
tion to his ability. The Protestant 
missionary boards of the country 
generally are doing less work to
day than they did ten years ago. 
In a missionary cause a failure to 
advance is a retreat. It is argued, 
again, that the same thing is true 
of philanthropies in which the 
Church has always been interested 
and which she has always liberally 
supported. One of the most gen
erous churchmen in New York 
City recently remarked to the 
writer that he gives annually to 
three hundred philanthropies, and 
this year most of them are behind 
in their receipts. All this is in face 
of the fact that resort has been 
made to all sorts of high-pressure 
promotional movements which, de
spite their tremendous energy and 
drive, have failed to produce the 
results. It is asserted that Chris
tian people, "so-called," have be
come indifferent and have let the 
life die out of their religion. A 
corpse may be made to quiver by 
the application of an electric cur
rent, but it is not thereby restored 
to life. This, our critics contend, -
is about what is going on in the 
Church today. 

Theological Disputes 

Another indictment of the 
Church is its inability to convince 
our generation, especially its youth, 
of the truth of the Christian the
ological positions. The claim is 
that one of the troubles with the 
Christian ministers is that they do 
not believe their creeds and have 
ceased to preach them; therefore, 
they cannot expect to convince the 
people to whom they preach. 
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Christians are ceasing to care for 
their Christianity or for the world 
which it is supposed to save, and 
when Christians cease to believe or 
care, who can expect the world out
side to do so? Today, it is said 
that the Church is concerned chiefly 
with its own maintenance. The 
large bulk of the money it raises is 
spent to maintain elaborate and 
costly services and to erect ex
pensive and luxurious buildings to 
gratify the esthetic taste of the 
people and to minister to their 
pride. Last year the Presbyterian 
churches alone expended between 
fifteen and twenty millions of dol
lars in such palatial edifices. Any 
increase in giving that is apparent 
at all has been devoted to congre
gational purposes, that is, it is 
spent on the donors themselves 
and is equivalent to buying more 
finery or costlier automobiles. 

The prevalence of crime in 
America, together with the general 
decadence in morals, is pointed to 
as an evidence of an inactive and 
waning Christianity. Religion has 
ceased, it is argued, to exercise re
straint over the passions and greed 
of the American people as it once 
did. Most of the moral precepts 
for which the Church has stood, 
and for which it still claims to 
stand, are treated with contempt 
and defied, as witness the increase 
of divorce, lax sexual relations, etc. 
The crime situation is bad, and 
there is no use to deny it or at
tempt to palliate it. So far as 
crimes of violence are concerned, 
we are the most criminal nation on 
earth. No other country in the 
world can compare with us in the 
number of murders, assaults, hold
ups, burglaries, etc. Whilst the 
situation has been worse since the 
War, we have had for a long time 
a sinister pro~inence among our 

sister nations in our production of 
criminals. 

But the one bright spot in all 
this black record is in the field of 
religion. Christianity is the only 
effective deterrant above the hori
zon. In New York City, of all the 
multitude arrested for crime of 
any sort in the last twenty-five 
years, less than 5 % have ever been 
in Sunday-school or had any reli
gious instruction whatever; of the 
Negro arrests for crime less than 
1 % have been connected with any 
church. This means that 95 % of 
the white criminals and 99 % of 
the Negro criminals are recruited 
from outside of the Church. It 
would seem that the Church is the 
only crimeless institution in the 
country. Whatever we may allege 
against the Church here is one 
spot where she has made headway 
when no other agency has, and is 
maintaining it. 

Added to this is the claim that 
the Christian religion, with its or
ganized Church, has lost its hold 
on the intellectual element of the 
country. University professors, 
scientists and authors, who a gen
eration ago were found in the 
churches, are said to have now 
abandoned them and to be repu
diating their teaching. 

Finally, on this side of the count, 
it is claimed that Christianity is a 
disappearing factor in American 
life because the American people 
very largely have ceased to attend 
church on Sunday and instead go to . 
the movies, play golf, go motoring 
and go off to baseball games, pic
nics and seaside resorts. It is esti
mated that twenty millions of the 
people in the United States attend 
a movie show every day. It would 
be drawing a long bow, indeed, to 
say that an equal number attend 
church in a wee~~ 
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These are the principal points to 
support the charge that whatever 
may be the trend in things reli
gious in the rest of the world, in 
America that trend is non-Chris
tian, if not anti-Christian. 

The Other Side 

Now, let us look at the other side. 
If our critics were simply telling 
falsehoods when they make their 
allegations it would be a simple 
matter to answer, but unfor
tunately there is more than a 
modicum of truth in what they al
lege. However, the most dangerous 
kind of a lie is the one that is half 
truth. It is true that there is now, 
and has been since the World War, 
something of a slump in the rate 
of our growth in church member
ship. It is also true that our gifts 
to the unselfish causes of religion 
are disappointingly inadequate. In 
some aspects of our religious life 
and activity we appear to be in one 
of those periods of depression that 
have come to the Church now and 
then throughout her history. The 
question is, how much significance 
should be attached to it, and how 
much prophecy for the future can 
be based on it? 

American Christianity has be
fore passed through lower depres
sions than we have touched thus 
far in our generation, notably in 
the days that followed the Revolu
tionary War. As a matter of fact 
religion has always slipped back in 
America after a war, despite the 
fact that we always invoke the help 
of God with pious unction and tre
mendous fervor while the war is 
going on. This is one of our chief 
sources of military "pep"; but as 
soon as the war is over we proceed 
to backslide with equal emphasis 
and zeal. 

On the other hand! these slumps 

have invariably been followed by 
revivals and the Church has gone 
forward with a bound. The re
vivals are as historic as the slumps 
and last much longer. Witness the 
great revival that culminated in 
1802, in many respects the greatest 
that this country has thus far 
known; witness also the quicken
ing that came about the year 1820 
after the depression of the War of 
1812. The revivals led by Charles 
G. Finney a decade after the Mex
ican War are another instance, as 
are also revivals led by D. L. 
Moody in the 70's and 80's which 
ended the depression of the Civil 
War. The present depression will, 
we believe, end in the same way. 
The anxiety of the Church over the 
present situation is a precursor of 
such an ending. One thing the 
skeptic without and the pessimist 
within cannot understand is the 
Church's capacity for revival. If 
there is an institution in the world 
that will not stay stagnant it is the 
Church of Christ. 

While admitting the unfavorable 
symptoms, we do not by any means 
take the gloomy statements of our 
critics about the present situation 
at their face value. It is not nearly 
as bad as they paint it. Church at
tendance is not as low as they say. 
It is encouraging that as many peo
ple go to church as do in face of 
the alluring and multitudinous ap
peals to go elsewhere that confront 
the average man every Sabbath 
morning. Only the fact that he is 
"incurably religious," as Sabatier 
states, can account for his going to 
church where he is faced with the 
stern realities of the soul when 
there are so many easier and more 
seductive ways of spending his day 
of rest. 

Furthermore, there is far less 
repudiation, of the functaroentaJs of 



electronic file created by cafis.org

522 THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD [July 

the Christian faith than our proph
ets of failure fancy. The Christian 
faith of today is the legitimate 
child of the faith of our fathers. 
The data gathered by Dr. Charles 
Stelzle a year ago indicate that 
87% of the adult popUlation of the 
cities of the country believe the 
fundamental teachings of Chris
tianity, and 77% of them are mem
bers of the Church. From this it 
would seem that the Church has 
been more successful in convincing 
the intellect of the country than it 
has in winning adherents. In oth
er words, it has persuaded more 
men to believe the basic doctrines 
of the Church than it has induced 
to come into the Church, live its 
life and cooperate in its program. 
What is needed is a shift of em
phasis, less effort to convince peo
ple of what they are already 
convinced of and more to persuade 
them to act on their beliefs. 

Science and Religion 

Science has not affected the be
lief of the American people in the 
basic truth of the Christian reli
gion nearly to the extent that some 
loyal church people themselves sus
pect and fear. It has played havoc 
with some doctrinal extravagances 
and rules of conduct, for which 
every sane Christian ought to be 
thankful. The marvel is that in 
these days when the discoveries of 
science are all so new, still it has 
not affected religious faith more 
vitally. Any other cause, political, 
economic or social that could win 
in such a time as ours the assent 
of seven eighths of our adult city 
population would be regarded as 
an overwhelming success. The 
same thing is true of the alleged 
slump in the morality of the peo
ple. Crimes of violence have un
doubtedly increased, to our shame, 

and to the disappointment of the 
faith we have put in our religion 
to restrain the passions of men. 
This also has always followed a 
war, and is probably no worse now 
than it was in the first decade aft
er our Civil War. The crimes which 
shock us today are old crimes. It 
is significant that in the course of 
recorded history the devil has nev
er invented a new crime or a new 
immorality. Criminals and sinners 
invent nothing new, although they 
do work the old with vast zeal and 
vigor. Think of the vices that have 
been outlawed in this country in 
the last two generations-slavery, 
the curtailment of the age-old so
cial vice; red-light districts in 
most of our cities are either cleaned 
out or put under restrictions that 
a generation or so ago would not 
have been regarded possible. 
Hoary institutions that were re
garded as impregnable have been 
wiped out. He who assails the 
courage of the Church as unequal 
to the moral problems of his day 
is talking through his hat. What
ever we may think of the wisdom 
or unwisdom of prohibition it is a 
great tribute to the courage and 
fighting qualities of the Christian 
population of America. A church 
that has nerve to tackle so power
fully entrenched and financially 
profitable an institution as the 
liquor traffic and the influence to 
outlaw it, cannot be called a deca
dent church by any process of 
reasoning. 

The attack that is now being 
made by the same Christian forces 
on humanity's greatest scourge, 
war, is another instance of their 
alertness and courage. The Church 
is making up its mind that it is 
going to fight this evil as it has 
fought other evils that for ages 
were recognized as permanent. It 
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is going to do this, despite the 
propaganda of the militarists and 
the blacklists of patrioteers whose 
zeal is only equaled by their ab
surdity. 

These are simply straws that in
dicate that, however the religious 
life of America may vary its ex
pression, it is still here, and not 
less virile than ever it has been. 
A change of emphasis there has 
been, and ought to be in a chang
ing age, but when everything is 
taken into account I do not believe 
there has been the slightest diminu
tion of the Christian vitality of 
the American people because of 
the depression in certain aspects 
of their activity. 

Lastly, there has never been a 
time in the history of the past two 
thousand years when the eyes of 
the world generally have been so 
longingly and trustfully looking to 
Christ as the Saviour of the future 
as now. This has been especially 
evident since the War. The ex
pectation for civilization and so-

ciety is toward the Christian 
Church as never before. Statesmen 
and even warriors are saying that 
whether or not we are to have an
other world war is up to the 
churches. Diplomacy, finance, pre
paredness, and all the old preven
tives have failed, and now we must 
look to the Christian leadership 
and the Christian conviction that 
war, like every other force that 
preys on humanity, must be de
stroyed, and it will be. In the 
providence of God America must 
take a leading, if not the leading 
part in the fulfillment of this ex
pectation. America cannot do this 
unless she is infused and dominated 
by a regal Christianity. Without 
this she will disappoint every hope 
the world today is putting in her. 
We do not believe she will do this 
because we believe that despite all 
her ups and downs of idealisms 
and materialisms, her vacillations 
and hesitations, Jesus Christ is 
steadily and surely having His 
way. Rebuff is not defeat. 

THE FIELD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 

I N 1802, the total area of the United States was approximately 868,000 
square miles but the area actually settled was only a fraction of that. 
The total population was 5,300,000. This population was almost ex

clusively rural. There were only six places having over 8,000 inhabitants 
and they contained all told only 4 per cent of the total population. Ac
cording to the best estimates only 6.8 per cent of the population were 
members of all Protestant Churches. 

In 1925, Home Missionary work has responsibility for an aggregate 
land area of 3,560,000 square miles, most of it settled, with a total pop
ulation of 115,000,000. This population is more than half urban. In
stead of six places of 8,000 inhabitants there are 924; instead of 4 per 
cent of the population they have 44 per cent. This population is com
posite of all the races in the world and work is conducted in 60 languages 
and dialects. More than one fourth of the total population of the United 
States are members of Protestant churches. The Home Mission program 
has expanded from simple itineration to include every form of service 
necessary to the development of Christian communities and a Christian 
Nation. 
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SOME OUTSTANDING RESULTS OF HOME MISSIONS 

T HE Christian religion was brought to America by the first 
explorers and colonists from Great Britain and Europe. 

In Education-practically all of the older colleges, includ
ing Princeton and Yale, and all of the denominational colleges were 
established by Christians, many as missionary enterprises. 

In Evangelism-many of the strong churches in the middle 
west and far west were started as missionary enterprises, some in 
saloons or shacks, in schoolhouses or homes of pioneers. 

John Eliot, the first Protestant missionary to the American 
Indians, began his work in 1649. Today, there are 35,000 Prot
estant Christian Indians and 80,000 adherents. 

Millions of heathen Africans were imported to America as 
slaves between 1517 and the beginning of the Civil War in 1861. 
Since emancipation schools and colleges have been established for 
these freedmen. Today the Negro Protestant church members 
number 5,494,352. Many are Christian teachers and preachers. 

Reclamation-over twenty millions of immigrants from Eu
rope have come to America to escape poverty and oppression. 
Home Mission workers have welcomed them, taught them to under
stand and uphold American institutions and to know God as re
vealed in Jesus Christ. 

Since the Mexican War, and the annexation of Texas (1841-
1848), six hundred thousand Spanish Americans have found homes 
in the United States. Today a great evangelistic and educational 
work is being done for them in the southwest. 

Hundreds of thousands of Orientals from Japan, Korea, China, 
Malaysia and India have come to America. These have brought 
with them their heathen habits and religions. Many Christian 
churches have been established among them. 

To the slums of the great cities, where poverty, vice and crime 
have flourished, the missionaries have carried the light and life of 
Jesus Christ. As a result multitudes of those who were "lost" to 
God and society have become useful members of society. 

A missionary, Marcus Whitman, saved Oregon to the United 
States and missionaries like Sheldon Jackson and S. Hall Young 
have helped to make Alaska a place where life and property are 
safe and where the name of God is respected. 

The influence of Christ as interpreted by the missionaries has 
permeated the mountains of the South and the farthest corners of 
the country to raise the standards of morality, of intelligence, of 
patriotism and of worship. 

The Bible and tract societies and Sunday-school organizations 
have distributed millions of copies of Bibles, Testaments and Chris
tian tracts. This seed has sprung up into abiding fruit in life, 
character and service. 

Foreign Missions-the work of Home Missions is directly or 
indirectly responsible for the foreign mission work conducted by 
the churches in America. Last year over 15,000 Protestant mis.
sionaries from America were scattered all over the non-Christian 
world and over $40,000,000 was expended annually in the work of 
winning those of other lands to Jesus Christ. 

Surely Home Missions are worthy of whole-hearted support by 
prayer, money and life-service. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

THE PRESENT-DAY CHALLENGE OF HOME MISSIONS 

ONE HALF of the people of America today are not linked to 
Christ through His Church. Many of these are children 
under no religious instruction. These constitute a challenge 

to evangelism. 
Many residential areas are without the ministry of Christian 

pastors or churches. These include rural districts in older states,. . 
congested areas in cities and thinly settled districts in newer states •.. 
These constitute a challenge to occupy the field. 

Millions of Negroes in the South are in need of practical train
ing and religious instruction. There is need for more educated 
Christian leaders of their own race. They constitute a challenge 
to Christian race relations. 

Of the three hundred and fifty-five thousand Indians in the 
United States, thousands are still untouched by the Gospel of 
Christ. They constitute a challenge to acceptance of responsibility 
for the "Wards of the Nation." 

Six hundred thousand Mexicans are in the United States but 
most of them are still ignorant of the true meaning and power of 
the Gospel. They constitute a challenge to true neighborliness. 

There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of over-churched com
munities, where overlapping involves waste of workers, money and 
effort. These constitute a challenge to Christian cooperation and 
unity. 

Of the 235,000 Christian churches in the United States, it is re
ported that 60,000 reported no additions last year through con
fession of Christ. These constitute a challenge to prayer and faith
ful testimony. 

One hundred thousand Protestant churches are without pas
tors. The inadequate supply of students for the ministry threatens 
to leave more churches shepherdless. This constitutes a challenge 
to more sacrificial service in difficult fields. 

The great increase of wealth and luxury in America, and the 
eager pursuit of money, threaten to overwhelm the land with 
selfish materialism. This wealth constitutes a challenge to Chris
tian stewardship. 

Unethical, selfish and often immoral practices in commerce and 
industry, in family life and amusements, in race relations and 
politics, constitute a challenge to the faithful application of the 
principles of Christ in all the relations of tife. 

The growing sentiment in favor' of interdenominational fel
lowship, cooperation and unity constitutes a challenge to church 
executives to apply more adequately and extensively the unifying 
principles of Christ. 

The advance of atheism and ungodliness in many American 
educational institutions, and the increase of rationalistic teaching, 
tendfng to destroy the Christian faith, constitute a challenge to 
cleare.r thinking, a better understanding of Christ and His teach
ings and more adequate religious training of coming generations. 

The lack of vitality in the life of many churches and in pro
-iessing Christians, and the low plane of spiritual life and service 
in unnumbered homes and communities, constitute a challenge to 
a deepened prayer life, more Christ-like .''1tandards of life and serv
ice, more faithfuL Bible study and closer fellowship with God. 

525 
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THE AND THE NEW IN A FRONTIE R TOWN IN COLORADO 

THE FRONTIER MOVEMENT IN AMERICA * 
BY REV. CHARLES HATCH SEARS, D.D., New York 
Gen eral Seuretar:u a/ the Nti1c York Cit y B a.ptist MisslM Sooiety 

FOR three hundred years, up to 
the end of the nineteenth cen
tUry, the frontier movement 

was a dominant factor in Amer
ican life. During these three hun
dred years the frontier was driven 
three thousand miles from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, from Can
ada to the Gulf of Mexico. 

In 1890 the director of the 
United States Federal Census an
nounced that the frontier would no 
longer be treated as a distinct topic 
in the Census. "Up to and includ
ing 1890 the country had a frontier 
of settlement, but at present the 
unsettled area has been so broken 
into by isolated bodies of settle-

• One of a series of articles on population 
movements in America.--the frontier movement , 
t h e immigration movemt"..nt. the city trend, 
a nd the 8ubllr bflD tr-cnd. T h e purpose of these 
a rticles Is t o show the miss ionar y implications 
of t hese important popula tion movements 
within the United States. Supplementa l 
articles on the n or th ern migration of Negroes, 
and the r eturn or the European immigrants 
are contemplated.-O. H . S. 

ment that there can hardly be said 
to be a frontier line." 

It took one hundred years to 
drive the American frontier one 
hundred miles inland. True, the 
frontier line stretched along the 
Atlantic coast in a jagged line fol
lowing the indentation of rivers to 
the "fall line" at points reaching 
back more than one hundred miles. 
Moreover, the vanguard of pio
neers-trappers, explorers, miners 
and range frontiersmen - pene
trated into the wilderness far be
yond the frontier line. "While the 
miners and the cowpens were still 
near the fall line," says Turner, 
"the traders' pack trains were 
trickling across the Alleghanies 
and the French on the Great Lakes 
were fortifying these parts." We 
accept Turner's definition of the 
frontier: "In American thought 
and speech the term frontier has 

626 
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come to mean the edge of the set
tlement." 

The real frontier had progressed, 
by the end of the seventeenth cen
tury, only approximately one hun
dred miles. In football parlance, 
1700 marked the first down on the 
100-mile line with 3,000 miles to 
go, and this at the end of one hun
dred years of desperately stren
uous frontier play with heavy 
casualties. It took almost another 
one hundred years to drive the 
frontier line three hundred miles 

were chiefly concerned in fur con
cessions and in the commercial ad
vantages of exploitation, chiefly of 
the fur industry. The restrictions 
which they imposed often im
periled the lives of the frontiers
men. Too often the Indians were 
used as their allies and brutal 
murders were the consequence. 

The frontier had penetrated but 
little beyond the Appalachian 
Range at the time of the American 
Revolution though the pioneer 
trapper, explorer and intrepid 

A FRONTIER CHURCH ON THE OPEN PRAIRIE, FISHER, WYOMING 

further westward to the foothills 
of the Alleghanies, where in 1763 
the British Government decreed 
that it must stop. 

This was not the only attempt to 
fix the frontier. Washington tried 
it, while both Jefferson and Mad
ison put forth their hands to stop 
the westward flow of the frontier 
movement. Until after the war of 
1812 the growth of the West in
volved the young republic in 
serious complications with Eng
land, France and Spain, The 
American frontiersman was bent 
on land and set on permanent de
velopment. The European powers 

ranchmen were already in Ken
tucky, Tennessee and northern 
Georgia. 

It took nearly another genera
tion of hardy men to drive tho 
frontier line across the Mississippi, 
when the Louisiana purchase per
mitted the frontiersmen to push 
the front to the foothills of the 
Rockies where it had arrived about 
the middle of the nineteenth cen
tury. But these frontiersmen 
heard the call "We must march" 
and the progress was relentless till 
the covered wagon had reached the 
coast. "The fall line marked the 
frontier of the Seventeenth Cen-
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tury; the Alleghanies that of the 
Eighteenth; the Mississippi that 
of the first quarter of the Nine
teenth; the Missouri that of the 
middle of this century (omitting 
the California movement); and 
the belt of the Rocky Mountains 
and the arid tract, the present 
frontier." Finally, just before the 
close Df the nineteenth century, 
the United States Government 
officially recDgnized the resting of 
the frDntier on the sands of the 
Pacific, and an heroic epoch in 

WHERE A SUNDAY-SCHOOL WAS OR
GANIZED IN SILVER CREEK 

VALLEY, IDAHO 

American history had made its im
perishable record. 

This was more than the making 
of a three-thousand-mile natiDnal 
expanse. The frontier made Amer
ica. The frontier movement was 
far more than the shifting' of a 
great population dominantly An
glo-Saxon. It marked an extension 
of the world's spiritual frontier. 

The original colonies thought in 
terms of E u r 0 pea n culture. 
Though on western' soil, they were 
essentially European in their con
ception of an autocratic church in 
an autocratic state and in their 
thought of the relation of class to 
class. It was the frontiersman who 
broke up these European forms, 

political, religious, economic and 
social. 

It was the frontier, as Turner 
points out, that gave America uni
versal male suffrage. In the Con
stitutional Convention of New 
York in 1821 it was western New 
York that fought for a liberal suf
frage. So it was the frontiersmen 
of Virginia who stood for the same 
pDlicy in the Virginia Constitu
tional Convention in 1830. "It 
(American democracy) came out 
of the American forest, and it 
gained new strength each time it 
touched a new frontier," says 
Turner. In another connection he 
says that at first the frontier was 
the Atlantic coast, European in 
origin and type, but as the frontier 
pushed westward it became Amer
ican. 

It was on the frontier that re
ligious liberty had its birth. Roger 
Williams went beyond the "edge of 
the settlement" before he found re
ligious liberty and before he 
founded the first free church in a 
free state as Straus, a Jew, has so 
graphically described in his "Roger 
Williams, the Pioneer of Religious 
Liberty." . 

The Congregational C h u r c h 
dominated the original frontier. 
The Puritans were quick to forget 
the European struggle of the Pil
grims and themselves entrenched 
the church behind the bulwarks of 
the state and entered upDn a war
fare of offense against Quakers 
and Baptists, as Straus points out. 
Religious liberty was as unwel
come in the new west as in old 
Europe. In the second century of 
the expansion new forms of reli
gious organization became dom
inant. It was on the frontier 
that these new forms of religion 
found sDcial expression. For
tunately the experience of Roger 
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Williams in Rhode Island was not 
an isolated expression of religious 
freedom. "By 1760," says TUrner, 
"a zone of Scotch-Irish Presby
terian churches extended from the 
frontier of New England to the 
frontier of South Carolina." He 
pays tribute to the Huguenots and 
Moravians. Speaking particularly 
of the development of the Ohio 
Valley he says, "The Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians with the glow of the 
Covenanters; German sectaries 
with serious-minded devotion to 

Presbyterians for of the latter he 
says, "Followers of John Knox, 
they had the contentious individ
ualism and revolutionary temper 
that seem natural to Scotch Pres
byterianism. They were brought 
up on the Old Testament, and in 
the doctrine of government by cov
enant or compact." 

The frontiersmen had an equally 
potent influence in shaping social 
ideals. Frontiersmen were demo
cratic, resourceful, self-reliant, 
confident in their ideals, restless 

MODERN PIONEERING-A GOSPEL CRUISElt WORKING IN PUGET SOUND 

one or another of a multiplicity of 
sects, but withal deeply responsive 
to the call of the religious spirit, 
and the Engl{sh Quakers all fur
nish a foundation of emotional re
sponsiveness to religion and a 
readiness to find a new heaven and 
a new earth in politics as well as in 
religion. In spite of the influence 
of the backwoods in hampering re
ligious organization, this upland 
society was a fertile field for tillage 
by such democratic and emotional 
sects as the Baptists, Methodists 
and the later Campbellites, as well 
as by Presbyterians." 

Turner was evidently not fond 
of Baptists, Methodists or Scotch 

2 

under restraint and withal adven
turous pioneers in democracy. 

In legislative assemblies, in con
stitutional conventions and in the 
working out of social problems 
generally, whether questions of in
ternal policy, matters of poJitical 
franchise, religious liberty or ques
tions affecting relation to European 
powers, there was a community of 
interest among frontiersmen. They 
were all working, however uncon
sciously, toward national unity. 
They had gone through common 
experiences. 

This interesting debate on the 
floor of the Virginia Constitutional 
Convention has been preserved. 
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"But at home, or when they re
turn from Congress, they have 
Negroes to fan them asleep. But 
a Pennsylvania, a New York, an 
Ohio, or a western Virginia states
man, though far inferior in logic, 
metaphysics and rhetoric to an old 
Virginia statesman, has this ad
vantage, that when he returns 
home he takes off his coat and takes 
hold of the plow. This gives him 
bone and muscle, sir, and pre
serves his republican principles 
pure and u nco n tam ina ted." 
(Quoted by Turner.) 

Not only were leaders of the 
state apprehensive lest frontiers
men should move too rapidly and 
press too far inland but churchmen 
also shared'this apprehension. In 
1850 the editor of the Home Mis
sionary says, "We scarcely know 
whether to rejoice or mourn over 
this extension of our settlements. 
While we sympathize in whatever 
tends to increase the physical re
sources and prosperity of our 
country, we cannot forget that 
with all these dispersions into re
mote and still remoter corners of 
the land the supply of the means of 
grace is becoming relatively less 
and less." Josiah Strong expressed 
a like fear at the very end of the 
frontier movement notably in 
"Our Country." 

Fortunately the Church had the 
adventurous spirit. The pioneer 
preachers were as intrepid as 
trappers. "They yielded," says 
Roosevelt, "scores of martyrs, 
nameless and unknown, men who 
perished at the hands of savages or 
by sickness or in flood or storm." 
Among the most intrepid of these 
pioneer churchmen from the period 
of 1750 to 1800 were Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians. We have already 
seen how their churches dotted the 
frontiers. 

Roosevelt in his "Winning of the 
West" says, "As soon as the region 
grew at all well settled, clergymen 
began to come in. Here, as else
where, most of the frontiersmen 
who had any religion at all pro
fessed the faith of the Scotch-Irish; 
and the first regular church in this 
cradle-spot of Tennessee was a 
Presbyterian log meeting-house 
built near Jonesboro in 1777, and 
christened Salem Church. Its pas
tor was a pioneer preacher, who 
worked with fiery and successful 
energy to spread learning and re
ligion among the early settlers of 
the Southwest. His name was Sam
uel Doak." This pioneer was also 
responsible for the founding of 
Washington College, "the ijrst in
stitution of its kind west of the 
Alleghanies." 

Roosevelt makes this observation 
upon the emergence of Baptists 
and Methodists destined to become 
by 1920 the largest Protestant 
bodies in America: "Presbyterian
ism was not, however, destined 
even here to remain the leading 
frontier creed. Other sects still 
more democratic, still more in 
keeping with backwoods life and 
thought, largely supplanted it. 
Methodism did not become a pow
er until after the close of the Rev
olution, but the Baptists followed 
close on the heels of the Presby
terians. They too soon built log 
meeting-houses here and there." 
In another passage referring to 
the democratic appea1 of these two 
churches, he says, "The Baptist 
preachers lived and worked ex
actly as did their flocks; their 
dwellings were little cabins with 
dirt floors and, instead of bed
steads, skin-covered pole-bun~s ; 
they cleared the ground, split 
rails, planted corn, and raised 
hogs on equal terms with their 
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parishioners. After Methodism cut 
loose from its British connections 
in 1785, the time of its great ad
vance began, and the circuit-riders 
were speedily eating bear-meat and 
buffalo-tongues on the frontier." 

Roosevelt was particularly im
pressed with the revival of 1800. 
He says, "In 1799 and 1800 a great 
revival of religion swept over the 
west. Up to that time the Presby
terians had been the leading creed 
beyond the mountains," and then 
adds, "The great revival of 1799 
was mainly carried on by Method
ists and Baptists and under their 
guidance the Methodist and Bap
tist Churches at once sprang to 
the front and became the most im
portant religious forces in the 
frontier communities." 

Perhaps no more dramatic pic
ture of the progress of the Church 
has ever been drawn than that por
trayed in Mrs. Honore Willsie Mor
row's novel "We Must March." It 
is a story of the opening of the 
northwest and the great contribu
tion of Congregational Home Mis
sions under Dr. Marcus and Mrs. 
Narcissa Whitman. Where is there 
a better illustration of the part 
played by the Church in the win
ning of the west, and in making 
the west worth winning? 

Roosevelt pays this tribute to 
frontier preachers: "The whole 
west owes an immense debt to the 
hard-working frontier preachers, 
sometimes Presbyterians, general
ly Methodists or Baptists, who so 
gladly gave their life to their la-
bors ...... Wherever there was a 
group of log cabins, thither some 
Methodist circuit rider made his 
way or there some Baptist preach
er took up his abode." 

The Huge Task of the Church 

We have lost or failed to acquire 

in America an historical sense. We 
need to see the social, political and 
religious movements in America on 
the historic background of Asiatic 
and European progress. We think 
the frontier movement of the sev
enteenth century slow but when 
we think of the three centuries of 
the frontier movement ending just 
before 1900, and compare it with 
similar population movements in 
Asia Or in Europe, we find it in
credibly rapid and far reaching 
in its extent. Roosevelt in speak
ing of American settlements in 
1800 says, "A thin range of settle
ments extended from the shores of 
Lake Erie on the north to the 
boundary of Florida on the south," 
but in less than a century the fron
tier movement had reached the 
western coast, an advance of near
ly twenty-five hundred miles! 

What a stupendous home mission 
task was presented by this century 
advance! What was involved in 
the adequate churching of a nation 
3,000 miles in westward reach and 
1,250 miles in southern spread! 
How much intrepid living, how 
much adventure is compressed in
to this period! 

We can hardly comprehend the 
vast extent of the Mississippi Riv
er system with its 36,000 miles of 
river and stream and its 5,000 
miles of navigable waters. The 
Hendrik Hudson on the Hudson 
was but an incident in comparison 
with the flat boats on the Missis
sippi and the little steamboats up 
its tributaries. These boats dis
tributed schools and churches. 
These steamboats have not ap
pealed to the imagination like the 
"prairie schooners." It is the "cov
ered wagon" that typifies the west, 
but let us not forget the advent of 
the steamboat. What did this vast 
westward movement mean to the 
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Christian Church, particularly to 
its home mission agencies? 

In a single decade, 1870-1880, 
new farms came under develop
ment in the great west covering an 
area as large as the entire farming 
area of France. In the next decade 
new farms were opened in this 
new America equal in extent to the 
combined farm acreage of France, 
Germany, England and Wales! 
Can we visualize the task of pro
viding religious institutions for 
rural France, Germany, England 
and Wales all within a single dec
ade, and that without government 
grants or the imposition of local 
rates upon the farming population? 
Providing religious advantages for 
a free people within a free state 
through a free church over so vast 
an area within so short a time had 
never before been l1nderlaken and 
certainly will never be undertaken 
again. Let us stop to observe that 
this period of maximum expansion 
in home missions, the nineteenth 
century, was practically coincident 
with the first hundred years of 
modern foreign missions. The 
thrust of the American Church 
during the nineteenth century was 
both east and west. Its westward 
thrust was quite as significant as 
its eastward. Taken together are 
they not comparable to the thrust 
of the Church during the second 
and third centuries? 

We say that there was an excess 
of zeal in establishing rural 
churches. There was. Turner 
speaks caustically of the rivalry of 
sects particularly of "emotional 
sects such as Methodists and Bap
tists." But he hardly does justice 
to the movement as a whole. The 
churches gave a religious founda
tion to America that could not oth
erwise have been and that certainly 
has never been laid by any state 
church and in all probability would 
not have been laid under any sys
tem of organic church unions. 

N ow let· us set our house in or
der! Let us correct the over
churching revealed at the recent 
Cleveland Conference; yes, but let 
us not forget the spirit, the energy, 
the consecration and resourceful
ness that our fathers put into the 
laying of the spiritual foundation 
of America, particularly in con
nection with the frontier move
ment. Probably the frontier 
spirit, its energy, resourcefulness 
and consecration, has more in it 
for our own generation than the 
dialectics of parlor critics. 

Let the Church establish new 
spiritual frontiers! May Kipling's 
lines be as prophetic of our own 
generation as they are of the Fron
tier Movement! 
"We were dreamers, dreamers greatly in 

the man's stifled town. 
We yearned beyond the sky line where 

the strange roads go down." 

T HE nature of Christianity is such that the courageous acceptance 
of the larger tasks, so far from hindering the Church in the dis
charge of its responsibilities near at hand, will bring to it the in

spiration which will enable it to meet those obligations. 
Once our eyes have seen the splendid truth that life is something far 

richer and more valuable than material possessions, and that living means 
loving, the question at once becomes not how MUCH but how LITTLE we 
can afford to spend on ourselves. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

FORCES ATTACKING THE CHURCH 
BY REV. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gener .. ' secretary oJ the Board 01 Home Mia8irm8 Of the Reformed (fhurch in the United State. 

I T DOES not require a prophet's 
insight to obser:re that a ~eal~y 
alarming situatlOn prevaIls m 

the modern Church. The most 
casual observer recognizes the fact 
that the Church does not hold the 
place in the affections of the people 
and of influence in society that it 
once did. By the Church we mean 
the body of believers in Jesus 
Christ which has been gathered 
out of the whole human race and 
which is in the world to carry for
ward the work of Christ through 
the Spirit and in the fellowship of 
the Word. The history of the 
Church reveals the fact that as an 
institution it has always been 
threatened with defeat if not with 
destruction. It has always been 
obliged to be a militant Church. 
The early Church was shatterM 
and scattered, but its shaking was 
its making. Later, heresies and 
divisions entered and threatened 
its very life. But it has always 
had a strange way of coming back. 
Once in a while, practically every 
hundred years, there arise those 
who volunteer to bury the Church, 
but when they are ready to per
form the obsequies the corpse can
not be found! The reason for this 
lies in the fact that the Church is 
not a mere human organization. It 
is an organism. It is the Body of 
Christ. It is a divine human in
stitution like her Lord and Founder 
Himself. While, therefore, the 
Church can never be obliterated, 
nevertheless it can suffer serious 
consequences from conditions and 
circumstances to which it is being 
subjected from time to time. 

Symptoms and Causes 

The external symptoms of a dis
integrating process are obvious 
enough. Let us, however, not con
fuse the symptoms with the causes. 
The symptoms of an illness are one 
thing and the germs and bacteria 
which produce such symptoms are 
different things. If we wish to get 
rid of the symptoms we must probe 
for the causes. The outer signs of 
the declension of the modern 
Church appear in the apathy and 
indifference on the part of many 
church members, the falling away 
of many others, the ever-increas
ing difficulty which pastors and re
ligious leaders experience in main
taining the spiritual vitality and 
growth of the Church, as well as 
in numerous other adverse expres
sions. Statisticians report that 
500,000 names were erased from 
Protestant church rolls last year. 
Many of these are accounted for by 
changes of residence and large ad
ditions on confession reduce the 
net loss to a much smaller number 
than the erasures would indicate. 
Nevertheless the number of mem
bers dropped is not a healthy 
symptom in church life. There 
are, therefore, some who are 
trembling for the Ark of God and 
are predicting an early demise of 
the Church. 

When one comes to investigate 
the forces that are operative in this 
disintegrating process, one finds it 
difficult to name anyone specific 
factor. A combination of forces is 
at work in human society express
ing itself in the thought life, in the 
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modern industrial, social and eco
nomic order, in the viewpoint 
which people have relative to the 
values of life and in their general 
conception of religion and its place 
in human society. 

Enemies of the Church 

Towards the close of the first 
century of the Christian era, the 
seer of Patmos in pictorial lan
guage describes the enemies that 
arrayed themselves against the 
new-born Church of that day. He 
calls them the beast, the false 
prophet, and the fallen woman. 
The beast represents the brutal, 
selfish, devouring spirit which ex
presses itself in those people that 
are seeking to trample the Church 
under their feet and snuff out its 
very life. The false prophet stands 
for the false philosophy, the hy
pocrisy, the unchristian teachings 
which prevail in the Church. And 
the fallen woman represents the 
spirit of worldliness, frivolity and 
sin. These three forces which the 
aged Apostle pictures in vivid and 
apocalyptic language in his genera
tion are operative today and are 
threatening the very life of the 
Church. 

The scientific spirit and the 
spirit of democracy have wrought 
a revolution in the thought life and 
in the attitude of people towards 
every aspect of human life. When
ever great movements such as the 
scientific spirit and the spirit of 
democracy break loose in the world 
they affect every part and depart
ment of life. They break forth 
everywhere - in government, in 
education, in industry and also in 
religion. The scientific spirit, for 
example, gave men a new view of 
the world. The spirit of democracy 
wrought great changes in the gov
ernments of the nations. Precisely 

what happened in men's concep
tion of the cosmic order and in the 
world of politics is today taking 
place in the ecclesiastical order. 
The old order changes. Men's atti
tude towards the Church has 
changed. The Church has not yet 
been able to make a complete re
adjustment in its thinking, in its 
organization and in its program to 
the new spirit that is abroad in the 
earth. This fact is undoubtedly 
alienating a large number of peo
ple, especially the so-called "intel
lectuals" and the vast body of 
young people, particularly those 
who are being educated in our col
leges and universities. 

The Mechanistic Philosophy 

The mechanistic philosophy of 
life likewise is militating against 
the Church. Our conception of the 
values of life has greatly changed. 
The present generation is rushing 
madly after things, like hunters 
after game. This philosophy has 
largely relegated spiritual ideals 
into the background and has eval
uated life in terms of material pos
sessions. This viewpoint of life is 
far more deeply entrenched and 
more strongly regnant in human 
society than is generally supposed. 
It is being fostered in the home, in 
the school and in the industrial 
order which is honeycombed with 
its spirit. In this the Church it
self, which is to be the generator 
and promoter of lofty spiritual 
ideals, is alike at fault with other 
institutions of human society. It 
has too largely become a machine. 
It depends too much upon organiza
tion, wheels within wheels, upon 
mechanical arrangements instead 
of upon the spirit of the living God. 
It measures its success too largely 
in terms of statistics, of elaborate 
edifices, of raising budgets and 
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other forms of activity which are 
dominated by the mechanistic phi
losophy of life and the spirit of 
materialism. 

A Divided Church 

The divisions in the modern 
Church are militating against its 
efficiency as a spiritual force in 
the world. In consequence of this 
fact the Church does not speak 
with a united voice. It does not 
have a common, compelling pro
gram. Protestantism has divided 
itself not only into denominations 
and sects, some of which are so 
small as to be called insects, but 
within denominational lines it has 
arrayed itself in opposite camps 
such as fundamentalism and mod
ernism, each of which is a one
sided and an inadequate expression 
of the Church's life and teaching. 
Fundamentalism is essentially Ro
man Catholic in its spirit and in its 
method of approach to the doc
trines of the Church and in its atti
tude towards those who differ in 
their views. Modernism is expend
ing its effort in a mere intellectual 
process without having the spirit 
of an all-challenging and compel
ling program for Christianity. 

Religion a-Life 

The misconception of religion 
which people so frequently enter
tain likewise has a perverting in
fluence with reference to the 
Church. Many people speak of re
ligion as a department of human 
life. They think of it as they do of 
education, politics, industry and 
other phases of human activity. 
This is an altogether inadequate in
terpretation of religion. Religion 
is life itself. It is a spirit and this 
spirit is supposed to pervade all 
departments of human life. Re
ligion is what the blood is to the 

human organism. Some folks 
think of religion as though it were 
a hand or a foot or the head or 
even the heart. But it is more than 
anyone of these or all of them put 
together. It is the vital and vital
izing element of life. To put re
ligion into one category and science 
or education into another category 
is missing the mark. 

Now, the Church is the organ 
through which religion works, al
though it is not the only instru
ment. There are other agencies. 
In fact, during the course of his
tory other agencies have taken 
over much of the work of the 
Church. In one sense the program 
of the modern Church is much 
larger than it formerly was. In 
another sense it is more restricted. 
Once it included education, hospi
tality, even transportation, along 
with ministration to the poor and 
the preaching of the Gospel and its 
mISSIOnary enterprises. Now 
many of these activities are car
ried forward by other agencies 
which undoubtedly received their 
impetus originally from the Church 
and even today are sustained and 
supported by church people. 

Rein tegra tion 

The reintegrating process of the 
Church, the restoration of its 
power in human society, must be
gin far back. Our motives must 
be given new content, new char
acter and a new direction. The 
motives of life must change. Our 
educational standards and methods 
must likewise change. Our younger 
generation lacks a sense of grati
tude. Many of the material bless
ings, comforts and conveniences of 
today are a direct or indirect 
product of Christianity which has 
been maintained in the world 
through the Church. The present 
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generation seems to be perfectly 
willing to enter into the inherit
ance, the enjoyment of these bless
ings, without recognizing whence 
they come or without making ade
quate provision for passing them 
on to succeeding generations. The 
indictment of the present genera
tion is that it is self-centered; it 
lives too much unto itself; it has 
little respect for the past and 
scarcely any regard for the future. 
Institutions hoary with age and 
holy with honor are readily put on 
the scrap heap. The decadence of 
institutions such as the Church, 

will mean the destruction of the 
ideals themselves which such in
stitutions have cherished and in 
which they have been enshrined. 
In spite of the disintegrating forces 
in modern society which are at 
work against the Church, the 
Church will come out gloriously 
and victoriously. It ... has always 
been so. When the Church seems 
to be well-nigh crushed it rises 
again, like its Lord, unto new life 
and power. 
"Oh, where are kings and empires now, 

Of old that went and came? 
But, Lord, Thy Church is praying yet, 

A thousand years the same." 

THE SOUTHERN MOUNTAINEERS 

T HERE are two main mountain areas in the South. The area east 
of the Mississippi is the one most commonly referred to as "the 
Southern Highlands." This is the area of the Alleghany, Cumber

land, and Blue Ridge Mountains. As its boundaries are ordinarily drawn, 
it includes parts of nine states, with a total area of 112,000 square miles. 

Within this area dwells 5,500,000 people. They are predominantly 
rural, the few large cities being in the valleys. Less than a fourth of the 
total population lives in places of 1,000 inhabitants or more. They are 
more than four fifths "native born whites of native parentage." Outside 
the cities, Negroes are few and the foreign-born still fewer. Industrial 
development is, however, effecting a change in this particular in some 
sections. In the fourteen counties in northcentral Tennessee only two 
per cent of the population are Negroes and only three-tenths per cent 
are foreign-born. Nine per cent live in the villages. These same counties 
illustrate the economic problem. Farming is the chief occupation through
out the mountains, but except in the larger river valleys the proportion 
of good, tillable land is small and the agricultural resources are exceed
ingly meagre. In these counties the average farm has only 36 acres of 
imnroved land and has a total value of only $2,970. The mountains have 
natural resources in timber, minerals, and water power of incalculable 
value. 

West of the Mississippi is the Ozark Mountain area, covering parts 
of Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma, with a total area of approximately 
60,000 square miles. The general characteristics of this area, in popula
tion and resources, are about as described above, except that the agricul
tural possibilities are greater. 

The chief problems of the mountains are: lack of economic oppor
tunity and consequent poverty; lack of adequate medical and hospital 
facilities and consequent prevalence of disease; lack of proper schools 
and consequent illiteracy; lack of good roads and adequate transportation 
facilities and consequent isolation and retardation; lack of strong 
churches with educated leadership and consequent weakness of religious 
life. 
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MISSIONARY HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

Recorded in the July-August REVIEW, 1878 

T HE Methodist Episcopal Church (in 1878) reported 278 
American foreign missionaries, 173 assistant missionaries, 
and 18 missionaries of the Women's Foreign Missionary So

ciety. Today it reports 1,165 missionaries of the General Board 
and 696 of the Women's Society. 

... ... ... 
Fifty years ago the receipts of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

for both horne and foreign work, amounted to $628,977 and the 
amount expended for foreign missions was $280,000. Last year 
the foreign mission income alone was $5,350,473. 

... ... ... 
It was in 1878 that the Rev. William Taylor, of the American 

Methodist Episcopal Church, visited India and South America to 
establish self-supporting churches . 

... ... ... 
In 1878 the Bible was translated into 212 languages and 

dialects. Today it is translated into over 800 languages and 
dialects. ... ... ... 

Rev. George L. Mackay, a mIssIOnary of the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, six years after he landed in Formosa, baptized 
thirty-two converts in the presence of two hundred hearers. He 
reported thirteen Christian chapels, each with a trained preacher. 
Today this Mission reports nineteen missionaries, 67 native staff 
and 4,109 communicant members . 

... ... ... 

The Peking Gazette of February 1, 1877, published a Chinese 
"Edict of Toleration" toward those who embraced Christianity
the first edict of its kind published in China . 

... ... ... 

Two missionaries, Lieutenant Smith and Mr. O'Neill, of the 
C. M. S., Nyanza Mission, were reported as murdered in Central 
Africa on their way to Uganda . 

... ... ... 

Messrs. Grenfell and Comber, of the English Baptist Mission, 
entered the west coast of Africa in 1878 to explore the territory in 
order to find a site for the mission. Today this society reports 78 
missionaries in its Congo Mission, with 545 native staff, 95 organ
ized churches, 9,230 baptized communicant members and 14,781 
under Christian instruction. 

... ... ... 

The London Weekly reported 148,991 native Protestant mis
sion adherents and 34,010 native Protestant Church members in 
South Africa. Today there are reported 409,376 native Protestant 
church members, and 643,181 adherents. 
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THE RISING TIDE OF COOPERATION IN 
HOME MISSIONS 

BY REV. WILLIAM R. KING. D.D .• New York 
Executive Becrctary~ Home Missio"tts Council 

V ICTOR HUGO said, "There is closer cooperation between de
nothing like an idea whose nominations in Home Mission 
time has come." Cooperation fields. 

between denominations in Home Over-Churching 
Mission work is "an idea whose The facts presented were along 
time has come." It has been talked three general lines - over-church
about. Pious resolutions have ing, under-churching and Home 
been passed commending it. Com- Mission aid. The surveys revealed 
ity committees have been wrestling the fact that 60% of the town and 
with it, but not until within recent country communities have more 
months has' it seemed to grip the . than twice as many churches as are 
imagination of the Church. Today needed; in some instances four or 
there is a rapidly rising tide of in- five times as many as the com
terest in interdenominational coop- munities can adequately support. 
eration and fellowship. It has Out of 179 counties, scattered over 
come upon us with the suddenness the United States, in only six did 
of a mountain freshet caused by the ratio of churches to popUlation 
cloudbursts far up the canyon. approach the commonly accepted 

The Comity Conference, held in standard of one church to every 
Cleveland last January, did much 1,000 inhabitants. The average 
to quicken interest and arouse the was one for every 463; more than 
leaders of the Church to the im- twice the number needed. One 
portance of this subject. It was county in North Carolina had a 
without question the cloudburst church for every 95 people. In an 
that started the streams flowing at agricultural county in Maryland 
fuller tide. For three days more there were 17 churches within a 
than four hundred leaders of thirty radius of seven miles. A village in 
denominations in the United States central Pennsylvania, with 600 in
and Canada, faced fearlessly the habitants and 1,900 in the whole 
facts that had been gathered by surrounding country, has 18 
surveys from all parts of the coun- churches, one for every 107 people. 
try. This was the first time the These churches belong to nine dif
leaders of the denominations had ferent denominations. Eight of 
ever come together to study seri- them have less than 25 members 
ously the question of competition each. Altogether they have en
and overlapping. The disclosures listed less than half of the people 
of facts presented at this confer- of the community. Within three 
ence shocked the delegates and, miles of a smaller village in the 
through the press reports, to a con- same state, in a district having 
siderable extent the entire Church, about 1,000 inhabitants, there are 
into a consciousness of the need of 17 churches representing four de-
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nominations. Here there is not 
only competition between different 
denominations but some of these 
denominations are competing with 
themselves by trying to maintain 
two or more churches where even 
one may not be needed. A high 
official of a leading denomination 
said to a group of church leaders 
recently that there are in a certain 
state, which he mentioned, five or 
six times as many churches of his 
denomination as are needed. One 
man writes that within fifteen 
minutes' drive from his home in all 
directions he can reach 17 different 
country churches. In another ham
let of fifty souls in the old Key
stone state there are three 
churches. In' one of the buildings, 
Reformed and Lutheran groups 
hold services on alternate Sundays, 
both conducted by non-resident 
pastors. The other two buildings, 
within a stone's throw of each 
other, belong to two kinds of Evan
gelicals. In each building are con
ducted a separate Sunday-school 
and preaching services on alternate 
Sundays by the same pastor. Sim
ilar situations exist in other places 
between other denominations. 

This sin of over-churching is not 
confined to rural communities. It 
exists in the cities as well. In Phil
adelphia, one Roman Catholic 
parish is overlapped by nineteen 
Protestant churches. In aNew 
England city, where the population 
has not increased in sixty years, 
the number of churches has in that 
time multiplied three times. In 
one of the larger cities in New 
York State there are nineteen 
churches in the downtown section 
within a few blocks of each other. 
In a city in Illinois with 10,000 
inhabitants, who are about equally 
divided between Roman Catholic 
and Protestant, there are four 

Catholic churches and ten Protes
tant-just twice as many churches 
as are needed to care for the 5,000 
Protestants. 

In the face of such facts as the 
foregoing, which could be multi
plied at great length, one cannot 
help but sympathize with the vet
eran minister who writes, "We 
hear of shortage of ministers; I 
think it is a surplus of churches. 
There is undoubtedly a large num
ber of churches absorbing national 

:-;UMBIDI: OF CHURCHE>l PER 1,000 
INHABITANTS 

A-Less than 2 
B-2 to 3 

C-3 to 4 
D--4 and over 

missions funds which ought not to 
exist, and if the denominations 
were a business organization cer
tainly would not exist." 

Under-Churching 

While interdenominational riv
alry in Home Missions has led to 
overchurching in many places, it 
has led to under-churching and in
adequate churching in many other 
places. The more desirable and 
promising communities have been 
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entered by as many churches as 
could crowd in, while the out-of
the-way places, the "by-ways and 
hedges," have been neglected. 
There are, according to a survey 
made a few years ago, 10,000 rural 
communities that do not have a 
church of any kind. There are still 
other communities that are inade
quately churched, with part-time 
pastoral services, or only occa
sional preaching, with poor equip
ment and no program. These 
neglected communities, these peo
ple who have no gospel privileges, 
are the ones to whom our hearts go 
out. Neglecting and overlooking is 
far more serious than over-church
ing. It is b,etter that a community 
should have too many churches 
than no church. 

The encouraging element in this 
whole situation is the awakening 
of the Church, especially the 
leaders in Home Mission work, to 
these evils, and the growing deter
mination to correct them. The 
men and women who are most alert 
and anxious along these lines are 
the members and secretaries of our 
mission boards. Whatever mis
takes may have been made in the 
past by our zealous Home Mission 
Boards, that charge cannot be 
made against the ones who are 
directing their policies today. It 
is the denominational Home Mis
sion Boards, cooperating through 
the Home Missions Council, which 
they support and control, that are 
promoting the comity principles 
and cooperation programs that are 
being pushed today. They are the 
leaders in interdenominational 
comity and cooperation. 

What Has Been Accomplished 

Much has been accomplished 
during the last two decades. The 
Home Missions Council was organ-

ized twenty years ago to bring the 
various Home Boards into closer 
fellowship and cooperation. The 
statesmen of that day saw the 
need and set themselves to meet it. 
Their faith and vision have been 
splendidly justified by the actual 
accomplishments. The strongest 
argument in favor of cooperation 
is that it works. The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating. Denom
inations have found out through 
experience that they can work to
gether. Such interdenominational 
organizations as the Federal Coun
cil of the Churches of Christ in 
America, the Home Missions Coun
cil, the Council of Women for Home 
Missions, and a large number of 
other national and state interde
nominational organizations, have 
been demonstrating the fact that 
cooperation is practical and profit
able. There are scores of regional 
and local cooperative enterprises 
that are meeting with success. In 
several states comity agreements 
are working with increasing satis
faction. In Montana, eight years 
ago, the denominational leaders 
made a survey of the state, organ
ized a State Home Missions Coun
cil and entered into comity agree
ments. At the first meeting imme
diately following the survey, forty
nine consolidations of churches 
were made and one hundred and 
seven neglected communities were 
allocated to the different denomina
ti-ons. Each one was assigned cer
tain neglected fields for which it 
was to be responsible, all the other 
denominations agreeing' to stay 
out. For example, the entire 
eastern part of the state, one hun
dred and ten miles east and west, 
the entire width of the state from 
the Wyoming line to Canada, two 
hundred and seventy-six miles 
north and south, was allocated to 
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the Congregational Church. That 
denomination accepted the respon
sibility and proceeded to organize 
the work on the "Larger Parish 
Plan," with the assurance that 
there would be a free field and no 
competition. They established 
centers, put in good men,· gave 
them "Congregational S e r vic e 
Cars," equipped the stations with 
adequate buildings and inaugu
rated up-to-date aggressive pro
gram. Today there are strong 
churches across the entire eastern 
end of the state. Other denomina
tions were given special allocations. 
The Presbyterians were assigned 
the east side of Butte, Montana, 
the foreign section of that mining 
city. With a free field and full re
sponsibility the Presbyterian Board 
was encouraged to put on a real 
program with the result that in a 
short time the entire complexion 
of the section was transformed. 
Baptists, Methodists and other de
nominations were assigned special 
regions for which they accepted 
sole responsibility with gratifying 
results. The State Council has held 
two meetings a year since it was 
started. Adjustments and ex
changes have been made from time 
to time. So well has the plan 
worked that today there remain 
but few places in the state where 
there is any competition or over
lapping. 

In Wyoming the same methods 
have been followed. At present 
there is but one place in that state 
where there is competition and that 
is due to local conditions over 
which neither the denominational 
leaders nor the grace of God have 
had any control. In Utah there is 
complete comity. In other western 
states comity committees and state 
councils have been working with 
encouraging success in cooperative 

enterprises. In New England 
great progress has been made. 
Massachusetts has for many years 
been working out federations of 
churches and comity agreements. 
New Hampshire has just completed 
a state-wide survey, looking to the 
elimination of over-churching. 
There are already more than fifty 
towns (townships) in the state 
where there is but one Protestant 
church and more than a score of 
federated community churches. 
Recently I sat for two days with 
the denominational superintend
ents and executives of the state in 
a review of the survey. There was 
a remarkable spirit of unity and 
cooperation. Each community of 
the state was studied, and agree
ments arrived at for adjustments 
and exchanges and consolidations 
that need to be made. If their 
recommendations are approved by 
the local communities involved, 
New Hampshire will have one 
hundred per cent comity. 

In Porto Rico the Evangelical 
denominations allocated the terri
tory at the beginning of the work 
in 1920. They maintain a Union 
Theological Seminary at Rio Piz
drus and carryon their publishing 
work cooperatively. 

In the Southwest there is an In
terdenominational C 0 u n c i I on 
Spanish-speaking Work, which co
ordinates all denominational work 
among the Mexicans in this coun
try. 

In Santo Domingo there is an 
outstanding illustration of inter
denominational cooperation, where 
three denominations are carrying 
on a united effort to Christianize 
the people of that republic. 

Another interesting development 
in interdenominational cooperation 
is the Community Church Move
ment. Union churches have existed 
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here and there for some years, but 
the movement as we have it today 
is of comparatively recent growth. 
The union churches of earlier years 
either died a natural death or were 
incorporated into the denomina
tional bodies. There are only three 
undenominational union churches 
listed now which were organized 
prior to 1890. The movement be
gan to assume real proportions 
about twenty years ago. It was 
coincident with the drift of popula
tion from the country into the 
towns and cities. Of the total 
number of community churches re
ported today only forty-four were 
formed before 1912. The move
ment is confined very largely to 
rural sections. According to the 
most recent figures available, there 
are 1,296 community churches, 
1,066 of which are in villages of 
2,500 and less. 

There are four general types of 
community churches - Federated 
c h u r c h e s, Undenominational 
churches, Community churches at
tached to a denomination, and M
filiated churches. The largest type 
is the Community church attached 
to some denomination. The second 
largest type is the Federated 
church. The Comity Conference in 
Cleveland declared in favor of the 
denominational community church 
with a program and policy broad 
enough to receive into fellowship 
Christians of all denominations 
without subjecting them to the
ological tests. 

This Community Church Move
ment is gaining headway and is at
tracting considerable attention. 
There is vigorous propaganda be
hind it. For some time The Com
munity Churchman, an ably edited 
and attractive monthly, has been 
advocating the cause. The pro
moters of this movement meet in 

biennial convention to discuss 
matters of common concern and 
further interest in the movement. 

Recently two very interesting 
and illuminating books have been 
issued - "United Churches" by 
Elizabeth Hooker of the Institute 
of Social and Religious Research 
and "Community Churches" by 
David R. Piper. 

Whatever may be said for or 
against the Community Church 
Movement it is a going thing; the 
interest is spreading; the number 
is increasing. Like all movements 
it needs to be carefully studied and 
wisely guided lest it become a dis
integrating factor in our church 
life on the one hand, or grow into 
another denomination on the other 
-either of which would be de
plorable. 

These things that have been ac
complished in the lines of comity 
and cooperation, together with the 
new information that has been 
gathered through surveys, and 
especially the findings of the 
Comity Conference, have all com
bined to start a tide of sentiment 
in favor of cooperation that is flow
ing through new channels and with 
rapidly increasing currents. 

There are other influences at 
work in the hoorts of men which 
ar~ helping to swell this tide of 
cooperation among the churches. 
The movement is being accelerated 
by the new passion for the King
dom of God that has come in recent 
years and the consequent new con
ception of the Church's task. 

Today there is a new emphasis 
upon the Kingdom, a new hunger 
for reality, and a new set of ob
jectives in church life. The leaders 
of religious life today are not 
thinking in terms of the Church so 
much as in terms of the Kingdom. 
In this they are in harmony with 
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their Lord. He began and end~d 
His ministry preaching the King
dom. It was the Kingdom He 
came to establish. The Church is 
only a means to that end. The 
Kingdom is the ultimate objective. 
Men of vision today are beginning 
to look upon the organization and 
the activities of the Church in the 
light of the Kingdom. They are 
beginning to discover that com
petition and sectarian rivalries are 
not in the interest of the Kingdom. 
The old sins of denominational ex
pansion, sectarian conquests and 
ecclesiastical supremacy are giving 
way to the real objectives of the 
Kingdom. Weare coming to think 
of the task of the Church as beyond 
and above the building of organiza
tions to be confined within temples 
made with hands and to be valued 
by their numbers, size and beauty. 
The ideal that inspires our real 
church leaders today is not church 
extension but Kingdom extension. 
Their prayer is "Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth." 
Home Missions began too largely 
with the idea of extending the de
nomination and planting our par
ticular type of church in every 
community. Today the Kingdom 
interests are more dominant. 

Our Common Possessions 

Along with this new passion for 
the Kingdom and the fine fellow
ship we are having in our coopera
tive enterprises there is coming a 
new appreciation of our common 
possessions in Christ, and the 
negligible importance of the things 
that have been separating us. We 
have come to see that no one de
nomination has any monopoly upon 
Christ, or upon Christian truth. 
Noone church is in possession of 
a single saving faith or doctrine 
that is not the common possession 

of us all. Stanley Jones, in his re
cent book, "Christ at the Round 
Table," tells how, when Christians 
and non-Christians in India met 
together to share with each other 
their inmost beliefs and experi
ences Christians found how much 
they had in common. He says, 
"Our Round Table Conference re
vealed the fact that we are the most 
united people on earth and united 
in the deepest essentials of life. At 
the center, at the place of Christian 
experience we are one. We do not 
have to strive for unity, or ask for 
it, we have it. The Christian Church 
is the most united body on earth 
when it is really Christian. No 
matter who was speaking, whether 
it was an easterner or a westerner, 
a brown man or a white man, a 
high church Anglican bishop or a 
Salvation Army officer, a Men
nonite or a Methodist, a Protestant 
or a Catholic, wherever men ex
perience Christ in reality we felt 
we were one. Outward differences 
fell away as irrelevant. All other 
unities are superficial compared to 
this." 

That is the conviction that istak
ing hold of Christian leaders 
around the world. In all real es
sentials, in the things that matter, 
the things that save, we are one. 
It is the things that are not im
portant that separate us. That is 
the tragedy of it. The scandal of 
Protestantism is that we who are 
so essentially united are so non
essentially divided. Our denomina
tional rivalries are belying our real 
unity. Our zeal for our particular 
denominational beliefs and activi
ties, which are legitimate within 
proper limits, has led us to em
phasize them beyond their im
portance. This has hindered the 
coming of the Kingdom of God. 
The Church is fast becoming con-



electronic file created by cafis.org

644 THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD [July 

victed of this thing. It is being 
converted. There is a place for de
nominations. They are essential to 
the progress of the Kingdom. 
There is a place for differences of 
religious opinion as there is for 
different religious experiences. 
There is need for diversities of op
eration in church work, as there 
are varieties and types of people, 
but there is no need for any of 
these things to interfere with our 
higher unities and our broader fel
lowship. 

Another cause for this rising 
tide of cooperation is the growing 
conviction of the absolute hopeless
ness of the Kingdom task so long 
as the Church is not united in its 
efforts. There is a general feeling 
among church people that the 
Church is in statu quo. There is 
much to justify this feeling. The 
Church is not making headway as 
it should. Some think it is actually 
losing ground. Three of our lead
ing denominations reported for the 
year 1927-28 one third of their 
churches as not receiving a single 
member on profession of faith. 
This is enough surely to make us 
think. The Church is not gaining 
in any appreciable way. In many 
places it is actually losing ground. 
Some are questioning whether the 
country church can long survive. 

There is, however, an encourag
ing element in this situation. It is 
the fact that we are beginning to 
see it. Marshal Foch, just before 
the first battle of the Marne, sent 

it! this report: "My center is giv
ing, my left is retreating, the sit
uation is excellent, I am attacking." 
The excellence of our situation to
day is arising out of the increasing 
consciousness of our real condition. 
Our centers are giving, our lefts 
are retreating. We are seeing that 
it is time to attack. We can learn 
a valuable lesson from the war in 
France. So long as the armies of 
the allies were not allied, so long as 
they were fighting separately, each 
planning its own campaign, choos
ing its own position, directing its 
own battles, the enemy gained. 
Not until the allies actually got to
gether and put themselves under 
the direction of a coordinating 
head did they stand any show of 
stopping the German march to the 
sea, or of breaking the Hindenberg 
Line. It was cooperation that won 
the war. That cooperation did not 
detract in the least from the pres
tige or national dignity of any 
army. Each retained its own name, 
its own personnel, its own uniform, 
its own equipment, its own organ
izations. It simply became allied 
with the other armies and threw 
its forces into line with the general 
plan. The denominations have 
nothing to lose in cooperation in 
Home Missions. Each will retain 
its own peculiar methods, organ
izations and uniform, its own sec
tors for defence and attack, but 
coordinated with all the others by 
mutual planning and coordinated 
strategy the battles will be won. 

AFRICAN PROVERBS 

Freely Translated into English by Mr. D. M. Miller 
"He weeps with one eye," meaning: He is insincere. 
''You kindle a fire and leave it," that is to say: You are a talebearer. 
"He is a calf of the old cow," or as we would say: A chip of the old 

block. 
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MOVING PICTURES OF HOME MISSIONS 
BY REV. JOHN T. FARIS, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Editor oj Publicu-tions oj the Board of Chr';'~Ua,n Education~ Presbyterian Ohurch, U. 8. A. 

SECULAR historians of the 
United States have delighted 
to picture the stages of the ad

vance of civilization from the East 
to the West. And what a tremen
dously interesting story they tell! 
But it is not a tithe as interesting 
as the story that might be told of 
the movement of the men and 
women who have carried the Gos
pel from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
'" '" '" .. * * * * 

That story might begin with 
David Brainerd, the famous mis
sionary to the Indians, who was 
expelled from Yale College, it is 
said, because he had said of a tutor 
that he had no more religion than 
a chair. It might be conti,nued 
with tales of Jonathan Edwards, 
who, when the people at Northamp
ton, Massachusetts, did not believe 
in him and his message, went to 
live among the Indians at Stock
bridge, Massachusetts, where he 
began work without salary. The 
next scene described might be that 
of the villages by the Susquehanna 
in Eastern Pennsylvania where the 
Moravians taught the Indians. .. '" .. .. .. .. * .. 

to go out as missionaries to Pitts
burgh. They are going into great 
danger and perils, and it is likely 
they will soon die. In anticipation 

DA VID BRAINERD AND HIS 
.INTERPRETER 

of this sad event we will now sing 
their funeral dirge: 
"'Why should we mourn departing 

friends, 
Or shrink from deat~s alarms?' " 

Place should be given to the '" '" '" * * * .. .. 
incidents in the early days of Old N ow let us go to Ohio. The year 
Pine Street Church in Philadel- is 1771. David Zeisberger has led 
phia where, for three hours, 'a sol- a little company of Moravian mis
emn congregation sat sedately in sionaries from Bethlehem, Penn
their pews, while they listened to sylvania, to the Muskingum River. 
addresses of farewell to departing There they founded three villages, 
home missionaries which were con- ShoenbrUn, GnadenhUtten, and Sa
eluded by the mournful message of lem, where they were surrounded 
the minister in charge : "We are by peaceable Christian Indians. 
gathered here today to say fare- Ten years of faithful, consecrated 
well to our friends who are about service followed. The story of self-

545 
3 



electronic file created by cafis.org

546 THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLb [July 

sacrifice, of dangers faced, of dif
ficulties conquered, is an epic of 
the fro!ltier, about halfway be
tween the white settlements on the 
Ohio and the Wyandots and Dela
wares on the SanduRky. During 
the Revolution troubles increased, 
for the Wyandots and Delawares 
became allies of the British. At 
length the enemy attacked Gnaden
hutten. The story of the tragedy 

BISHOP WHIPPLE, 
Apostle to the Indians 

that followed was told by Zeisberg
er in his diary: 

"The militia, some two hundred 
in number, as we hear, first came 
to Gnadenhutten. Our Indians 
were mostly in the cornfields and 
saw the militia come, but no one 
thought of fleeing, for they sus
pected no ill. The militia came to 
them and bade them come into 
town and no harm should befall 
them. They trusted and went, but 
they were all bound, the men being 
put into one house and the women 
into another. The brethren began 

to sing hymns and spoke words of 
encouragement and consolation one 
to · another, until they were all 
slain." 

Undismayed, Zeisberger, who 
was not present at the time of the 
massacre, led a party back to Ohio 
when, in 1796, Congress granted 
to the Moravian Indians the tract 
of land in Ohio which they had 
formerly occupied. The town of 
New Goshen was built, and there 
the faithful missionary labored un
til November 17, 1808, when he 
died. 

* ... ... * ... * ... ... 

From Ohio to Indiana is easy. 
Now see Baynard Rush Hall, who 
went to what in 1818 became 
known as "The New Purchase." 
There he cleared his farm, and 
preached to people who came "from 
all quarters of the woods, along 
roads, traces, paths, or short cuts," 
on horses, "some with single riders 
of any sex, bursting at a gallop 
into view, through underwood, 
thickets of spicewood and papaw, 
or clearing log after log, in a kind 
of hop, skip and jump gait." 
... * '" ... ... * .* * 

In Illinois, on the Rock River, a 
pioneer home missionary alter
nated tasks like clearing the forest, 
making a coffin, attending a ·funer
al where he was undertaker as well 
as minister, and preaching on Sun
day at points forty miles apart 
where the distance must be made 
on horseback, through the forests, 
or over rough tracks called, by 
courtesy, roads. And when, in 
time, the churches grew so that 
they could pay a salary, the amount 
was proudly fixed at $125 per year! 
... ... ... * ... ... ... ... 

On the prairies of Minnesota, 
with Henry Benjamin Whipple, 
D.D. His Minnesota life began in 
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1860, at Faribault. From that 
town as a center he drove his 
horses three thousand miles each 
year for two years, as he did pio
neer gospel work, always having in 
mind the words spoken to him 
when he was consecrated as bish
op: "Hold up the weak, heal the 
sick, bind up the broken, bring 
again the outcast, seek the lost." 
Another part of the charge, less 
personal perhaps, but even more 
fervent, was, "Do not forget those 
wandering Indians, for they, too, 
can be brought into the fold of 
Christ." The first gift he received 
for his work was from a returned 
missionary from Cape Palmas, Af
rica, who said, as he gave it to the 
bishop, "Our· Christian black men 
gave me seventy dollars to carry 
the Gospel to heathen America. I 
give it to you for Indian Missions." 
The story of the more than forty 
years that followed the faithful ex
penditure of the sacred gift is 
crowded so full of surprising and 
effective service, and of thrilling 
incidents, that it is good to read of 
them in full in Bishop Whipple's 
own book, "Lights and Shadows of 
a Long Episcopate." 
* * * * * * * * 

Minnesota once more, but not 
the Minnesota of the Indians, but 
that of the lumberjacks, the sturdy 
men who spend the long winter in 
the woods that they may help to 
supply the world's call for lumber. 
Their life is full of hardships, and 
the camps are full of evil. In 1895 
there was a home missionary 
named Frank Higgins, whose work 
centered at Barnum, Minnesota. 
One evening he went to Kettle Riv
er to see the "drive"-men floating 
down the stream the logs that had 
been cut the winter before. That 
evening he was asked to preach, 
and from a log he did his best. 

"Come again!" the men pleaded. 
He did so. The next winter the 
men of various camps asked him 
to visit them. This he did gladly. 
As he studied the conditions
away from civilization for months, 
spending the long evenings in the 
bunk house with but little to oc
cupy their minds, few having even 
a paper to read, seldom receiving 
a letter, since most of the loggers 
are wanderers-his heart went out 
to them. He won their confidence, 

~'RANK HIGGINS, "LUMBERJACK 
SKY PILOT" 

and they talked to him as to a 
"pard." He was amazed to learn 
that no missionary society was 
working among the many tens of 

. thousands of these men in the 
woods, though they were exposed 
to the mercy of the saloon, the 
brothel, and the gambling hell. 
The call was irresistible. He gave 
up his home, went into the camps, 
organized work for. the lumber
jacks in Minnesota, Montana, 
Washington, and California. And 
during his more than eighteen 
years in the woods, where he was 
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the companion and friend of the 
hardy men, he won many of them 
to a Christian life. After his death, 
in 1916, the man who succeeded 
him said to the Presbyterian Gen
eral Assembly: "Let us thank God 
for the inspiration and vision he 
gave that noble man of faith, the 
best friend I ever had or ever shall 
have on earth, Rev. Frank Hig
gins. I had drifted into the log
ging camps. At the age of twenty-

DR. SHELDON JACKSON. PIONEER 

two I had been driven from every 
city and town in Northern Minne
sota and North Dakota and de
prived of citizenship. I have 
fought one hundred and twenty
eight contests in the squared circle · 
with padded mitts. At the age of 
thirty-six, in a logging camp, I 
heard that big-hearted, godly man 
preach. The sermon reached the 
heart of the old outlaw, and I am 
here tonight as a living testimony 
of the results of the Lumber Camp 
Mission Work done by Frank Hig
gins." 
* * * * * * * * 

The Indian Territory. In 1858, 

in the days when great herds of 
buffalo still roamed northward in 
the spring and southward in the 
winter, when three weeks were re
quired for the journey from St. 
Louis, young Sheldon Jackson and 
his wife went among the Choctaws. 
There they taught the young sav
ages who preferred to fight the 
teacher rather than to learn from 
him. And there he served his ap
prenticeship for his later wonder
ful work in Minnesota, Colorado 
and New Mexico, and finally in 
Alaska. Among his countless tasks, 
he transformed the educational sys
tem and brought physical life to 
the starving Eskimo by introduc
ing the Siberian reindeer among 
them, so paving the way for their 
entrance on the life more abundant. 

* * * * * * * * 
Wyoming and Idaho. There 

Bishop Ethelbert Talbot went in 
1887, and there he made the ac
quaintance of hundreds of cowork
ers who led him to testify: 

"The heroism, self-sacrifice and 
devotion evinced by our Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Roman 
Catholic, and other brethren in the 
Far West were such as to win my 
reverent regard. And great is the 
debt which our civilization owes 
to these pioneers of the Gospe!." 
That was high praise from the man 
who knew how to handle such un
usual situations as that when, at 
a mining camp, an Uncle Tom's 
Cabin troupe sought an audience 
just when the bishop was busiest. 
The leader of the troupers asked 
the bishop if, since both were seek
ing a hearing, they could not make 
a deal. "Let me have the hall until 
nine o'clock," the bishop said. 
"Your entertainment will follow 
immediately after the service." 
The surprised trouper said, "Well, 
if that ain't treating us stage peo-
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pIe white! You bet, I'll fetch all 
my troupe to your show, and we'll 
be mighty proud to be there, too!" 
* * * * * * * * 

California. It is a startling fact 
that one of the first missionaries 
to San Francisco, during the days 
of the gold excitement, was sent 
from the Sandwich Islands, where 
missionaries had gone less than 
twenty years before. When they 
went, theirs was a foreign mission
ary field, but their successors have 
been home missionaries since 1898. 
So it is good here to think of their 
surprise when, in 1820, they landed 
at Kailua, Hawaii, and, expecting 
to find themselves in the midst of 
heathenism, ,they lea:rned that a 
year before, by royal edict, idols 
had been destroyed, and tabus 
abolished, so that the Hawaiians, 
without a religion, were ripe for 
the work of the devoted mission-
aries! 
* * * * * * * 

You have heard of the Chi
nese Rescue Mission in San Fran
cisco, w her e Miss Margaret 
Culbertson labored for years, and 
then turned over her work to Miss 
Donaldina Cameron. How those 
names have been detested by Chi
nese highbinders because they were 
unable to keep the bearers from 
thwarting their designs on Chi
nese girls destined for awful slav
ery in the dens of vice in 
Chinatown! It is said that Miss 
Cameron rescued from such slav
ery not less than fifteen hundred 
girls during the first twenty years 
of her superintendency of the res
cue work in San Francisco. What 
a tale of adventures could be told 
of those twenty years--adventures 
in the blind underground passages, 
in Chinese temples, in courts of 
justice. "No, I am not particularly 
ildv~nt1,lrous by nature," Miss 

Cameron once said to a questioner. 
"I did not know what I was getti1'lg 
into when I began the work. Now 
I could not let go. I love these 
girls. I must go anywhere when 
the call comes from one of those 
who would be free." 

One who has written of Miss 
Cameron's work says that th~'Res'.. 
cue Home charges itself with, the 
rescue of slave girls who have been 
brought unlawfully into the coun;
try. Its search for these girls may 
lead from Seattle to Phoenix, into 
every form of den or secret hau'ht 
of vice. Tidings concerning these 
girls come in every way, by :whjz
pered word or secret note; or po~ 
lite inquiry, often from Chinese 
themselves who know Miss Cam
eron's indomitable courage and 
unfailing persistence. 

And the results! They may be 
seen in a picture of the entrance 
to the home of a shrinking, fearful 
girl, the victim of superstition and 
deception, and the departure from 
the home, a few years later, of a 
self-respecting, well-poised Chris
tian, ready to carry light and joy 
into a new home which she will 
help to make. Multiply that pic
ture by hundreds, and you can see 
the work carried on by San Fran
cisco's Rescue Home for Chinese 
Girls. 

The responsibility for the 
civilization and Christianiza
tion of the world is most in
cumbent upon us in the 
United States, in Britain and 
Canada, because of all nations 
we have come in contact, 
partly as traders, partly as 
governors, with all the back
ward peoples. It is urgent 
that we endeavor to meet that 
responsibility in this genera
tion.-J. A. MacDonald. 
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THE IMMIGRANT-ASSET OR LIABILITY 
BY CLARA M. GOODCHILD, Brooklyn, New York 

A CHINESE wall, compactly open-handed Scotch steel magnate; 
built around America, could Samuel Gompers, the friend of the 
not exclude our immigrants laborer; John Ericsson, who saved 

nor our alien problems; already the Union navy in 1862; James 
they are here-present and active. Gordon Bennett, the Englishman 
Even since the number was re- who gave America her first real 
duced by the quota, 538,000 aliens newspaper; Edward Bok, the 
entered the half-closed gate to the Dutchman, who said, "The sky is 
land of the free in 1927. Consider- the limit to the foreign-born in 
ing this inflow, though it is checked America"; Theodore Thomas, the 
from the flood-tide of 1914 when great orchestral leader; Nikola 
it reached 1,197,892, frenzied ora- Tesla, the electrical wizard; Au
torical shouts of "America for gustus St. Gaudens, the inspired 
Americans" seem futile indeed. sculptor; the Serbian scientist, 

America has been called "The Michael Pupin; or Dr. Michael 
product of immigration." No one Anagnos, the Boston "eyes to the 
disputes the gain to America of blind." These and countless others 
such immigrants as Karl Bitter, have shared in America's making. 
the Austrian sculptor; Alexander They are God's gift to our young 
Graham Bell, the father of the nation. 
telephone; Andrew Carnegie. the Not so our sentiments towards 

550 
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the unceasing stream of ignorant, 
unskilled, illiterate ones pouring 
endlessly through the portals of 
freedom, pushing against the ex
clusion and quota bars, straining 
eager eyes across the seas for a 
chance crack of admission. Some 
friends of America call these immi
grants our greatest menace. Cap
italists, politicians and industrial 

convictions which opened America 
to the world. The patriots who 
live in the dying glories of Amer
ica's morning years, deplore the 
passing of a machineless, pastoral 
age, an America independent of 
immigrant labor. How strange a 
scene, America without immi
grants! 

No one to blame for crime; no 

TEACHING BOYS TO KNOW THE BIBLE AND 'ro BEl GOOD CHRISTIANS 

barons openly welcome and secretly 
fear them. Without doubt they 
spread turbidly over the scene like 
the muddy flood of China's "river 
of sorrow." Streets of old Amer
ican cities, Lowell, Holyoke, New 
Bedford, on a pay night resemble 
port cities of Europe. The bronze 
figures of revolutionary soldiers, 
the sacred monuments of Concord 
and Lexington and Bunker Hill 
look down sadly on tramping thou
sands, utter strangers to the brave 

one to do the hard dirty work; no 
one to supply wild oratory with 
direful predictions of impending 
doom. Where would be found oc
cupation for the social service 
worker or the Americanization 
zealot? Who would swarm into the 
Sunday resorts? Who would buy 
the cheap autos choking our roads? 
Who would furnish the gorgeous 
colorful pictures of life in our tene
ment and slum districts? Who 
would take the prizes in our public 
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schools? Whose children would 
crowd into our state colleges and 
laboriously work out an education? 

A huff and a puff, they are all 
gone! America for:· Americans! 
What does it look like? No picks 
ring on highways; no cages de
scend into mines; no smoke rises 
from foundry stacks; no cranes 
swing in steel mills; no dynamos 
rotate in power-houses; no shut
tles fly in looms; no glow scintil
lates from blast furnaces. On the 
morning after such an exodus the 
ancient American stock arise to a 
stupid and idle world. Countless 
busy and bustling towns suddenly 
have become useless and inanimate. 
America ~s bereft of the labor 
which has made her the envied 
among nations, the richest land on 
earth! 

These immigrants did not come 
uninvited. "By far the greater 
part of immigration is due to the 
industrial demand in the United 
States for labor," unskilled, rough 
labor that has not appealed to those 
who pride themselves on being "na
tive born." The call went out over
seas, a call richly colored with 
possibilities of higher wages, free
dom from conscript duty, easier 
hours, free schools, irresistible al
lurements, and the response was 
instantaneous and startling. From 
Italy's vineyards and her noisy 
cities; from grain fields of Rus
sia; from lemon groves of Sicily; 
from Albanian wastes and Mon
tenegrin rocks; from "little town 
by river or seashore, or mountain
built with peaceful citadel," they 
listened and were snared. The tiny 
farm patch was sold; the goat and 
chickens and rude tools were con
verted into cash; the meagre cloth
ing and few priceless family 
treasures were crowded into ham
pers or tied into shapeless bundles. 

Then a brief hour for farewell. a 
last longing pathetic look on home, 
sweet home, and these brave ones 
set out for the strange and weary 
journey, cuffed and bullied and 
robbed all the way, yet with pa
tient stoicism; for the hope set be
fore them enduring privations 
unbearable to our softer race. 
"Immigrants are all alike in pos
sessing the spirit of the pioneer, 
the innovator, the explorer, the ad
venturer." 

What has their E I d 0 r ado 
yielded? Higher wages but higher 
cost of living; an unfamiliar and 
difficult language with unknown or 
obscure means of acquiring it; 
wretched, dark, unwholesome liv
ing quarters in swarming slums 
in exchange for the village or farm 
life in the open; free schools but 
the vicious playground of the con
taminated gutter; and perhaps 
hardest of all, universal ostracism 
by the people of the land, uncon
cealed contempt, deliberate and 
violent dislike. My Italian fruit 
woman confided to me that Italy 
was a better land than America 
for there the rich always have a 
kind word for you; but here, she 
said, "they treat you like dirt." 
Then why stay? Ah! the bridges 
are all burned, the choice is now 
irrevocable. The marvel is that 
any virtues remain alive, even 
though dormant, on which to graft 
the bud of American democracy. 
And why this resentful American 
gesture? Who is a foreigner? 
Scratch any American deep enough 
and you will find the alien. 

And these foreigners who have 
taught the map of Europe to pro
vincial America, the geography of 
countries hitherto mere fantasies, 
bring with them certain precious 
universal virtues; devotion to fam
ily life; the virility of rugged cen-
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AN OPEN AIR MEETING IN A "FOREIGN BORN" NEIGHBORHOOD 

turies; inherent ability to work 
hard, and a pathetic ambition for 
their children. Possibly their low 
standards of living which we so 
loudly censure may be due to inher
ited economy, or to a fond saving 
for eventual betterment. Their il
literacy may be lack of opportun
ity or encouragement rather than 
bestial and craven indifference. 
Their ignorance of our language 
and customs, of our ·history and 
ideals, may be the chief cause of 
their all-too frequent disregard of 
our laws. Perhaps if we should 
appraise their limitations more 
justly and compassionately, they 
would respond with greater recep
tivity and confidence. No doubt 
"the great" majority of these adult 
illiterate immigrants are capable 

of being developed into useful law
abiding American citizens. The 
great majority of them desire to 
become such citizens. The great 
majority of them, also, are here 
because of their faith in the ideals 
of America and in the principles 
of human justice which they be
lieve reside in this free land." 

What then will turn the menace 
of immigration into a contribution 
to the common stock? What, in
deed, but an appreciation and ac
knowledgement of the identity of 
interests of all people in America? 
Whether belonging to the original 
sons and first families, or arriving 
in the steerage; whether equipped 
with a pedigree, a university de
gree and a bank account, or with 
only bodily brawn and a dim, se-
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cret, unphrased longing for some 
undefined better life than the old 
world could afford them. 

Willy-nilly the old-time Ameri
can and the old-world immigrant 
must pool their interests and rise 
or fall together. Thousands of im
potent and impertinent "backseat 
drivers" are offering their un
sought advice in these immigration 
problems; and still other thou
sands earnestly and honestly in
quire, "What shall we do?" To all, 
the first caution is, properly, do 
not criticize, it is worse than use
less. The foreigner is all blue and 
black and callous to the kicks of 
unkind criticism. Try a little hu
man kindness. Regard these stran
gers, unresponsive, unlovely, often 
uncouth, as in reality just God's 
creatures like ourselves. As Shy
lock says, "Fed .with the same 
food, hurt with the same weapons, 
subject to the same diseases, healed 
by the same means, warmed and 
cooled by the same winter and sum
mer. If you prick us, do we not 
bleed? If you tickle us, do we not 
laugh? If you poison us, do we 
not die? And if you wrong us, 
shall we not revenge?" 

Possibly a fit habitation at a 
proper rental; fewer curses and 
more courtesy; some intelligent 
appreciation of his worthy ances
try might work wonders in clear
ing his dark-browed animosity. He 
is now indeed part and parcel of 
the pack. Will he enter proudly 
the upward march to conquest, or 
will he divert the entire course 
from the goal of prosperity into a 
stampede down the steep grade to 
destruction? It may depend wholly 
on the treatment older Americans 
give him, seeking his cooperation 
in all undertakings on his behalf. 
Any program, even of the utmost 
friendliness, must come to the for-

eigner as a gift, offered in the 
spirit of American liberty and de
mocracy, and with such genuine 
sincerity that the happy effect will 
be similar to the joy of the Syrian 
Abraham Rihbany, who became 
the pastor of a wealthy Boston 
church, and who exclaimed, "Just 
think of me, the child of ages of 
oppression, now having a great 
country to serve, to defend!" 

Christian churches have the sim
plest, most persuasive and direct 
approach to aliens and foreigners, 
being fully equipped by their Di
vine Master with both the requisite 
power and the definite command 
to "love one another," "do good to 
all men," "preach the gospel" the 
good news, of the One who gave 
His life "a ransom for many." To 
change these outsiders through the 
fellowship that is in Christ Jesus 
is to bridge once and for all the 
chasm between alien and Ameri
can. The Bible is the finest primer 
of the English language, and to 
graduate in its precepts is to be
come indeed one of the sons of 
liberty, the liberty in Christ Jesus, 
which makes every man a debtor 
to every other creature. 

The one thing lacking is prompt 
obedience in pursuit of the difficult 
undertaking; the great obstacle is 
our own foolish racial pride; the 
great motivation to diligence in 
the work may proceed from our 
agony of apprehension lest "you 
and I and all of us fall down," and 
our land of the free become a deso· 
lation and a by-word. 

'" '" '" 
Some men live in a well-their 

horizon is the well's mouth with a 
tiny patch of sky above it; others 
dwell on a mountain top, and be
hold all the kingdoms of the world 
at every sunrise.-W. H. P. Faunce. 
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THE MENACE OF OUR JAILS 
BY REV. CHARLES N. LATHROP, New York 

Secretary 0' the Depart",e"t 0/ Olori.tian Soolal Service, Nallottl,l Co""cil 
of the P,'otelltant E piscopal Church 

I N THE lives of the first Chris- tiaries are removed from imme
tians, jails played an imp or- diate contact or the possibilities of 
tant part. Both St. Peter and contact on the part of local com

St. Paul, as the Book of the Acts munities. They have their large 
shows, had remarkable experiences staffs with specially appointed 
in prison. But besides these two chaplains. The local jails, how
saints, hundreds of other Chris- ever, are near at hand and have no 
tians in the first century were sent large staffs, no regular chaplains, 
to jails. Perhaps this is one of and in many cases the inmates 
the reasons why in the great par- have no religious ministrations 
able of the last Judgment, our Lord whatever. 
specifies particularly among all the There were in America, accord
acts the people might do to inherit ing to the census of the Depart
the Kingdom of Heaven: "I was ment of Commerce in 1923, over 
in prison and ye visited me." This three hundred thousand men held 
parable suggests a very specific as prisoners under sentence for 
and important responsibility on crimes or misdemeanor. A wide 
the part of His followers to be in- statistical study shows that about 
terested in those who are in the half of the prisoners in the county 
,jails and prisons. jails have been convicted of crime. 

Many of the great state peniten- Another half are awaiting trial, 
555 
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unable to procure bail. Some are 
held as material witnesses. There 
are, therefore, about 600,000 men 
and women in American jails every 
year. In addition, Dr. Hastings H. 
Hart, of the Department of De
linquency and Penology of the 
Russell Sage Foundation, estimates 
that 900,000 is a very conservative 
figure for the number confined an
nually for a longer or shorter 
period in city and village "lock
ups." This makes about a million 
and a half people who go through 
local jails annually and come out 
marked in character and ideals. 
This is one and a quarter per cent 
of our. entire population. 

The young ,man, who for the first 
time is charged with crime, is 
lodged in the county jail. One 
would think that our socially 
minded groups would certainly 
bring their whole force to bear on 
a situation like this to save these 
"first offenders." Strange to say, 
however, the man put in the 
local jail finds himself thrown with 
people by no means socially
minded, not at all with religious 
men; his companions are for the 
most part the off-scouring of the 
city, awaiting trial, or convicted 
and serving sentence. They have 
nothing to do but to read maga
zines and papers, by no means up
lifting, to swap stories, to play 
cards. Most of our jails have their 
cell blocks inside the buildings, 
where there is no fresh air and 
only artificial light. With neither 
sunlight nor fresh air, nor work; 
and with degrading associates day 
after day, what can be expected as 
a harvest? 

It is natural, where people are 
thrown together in this way, and 
where they are deprived of better 
influences, that they should make 
I!ssociations that are lastin~. In 

this way the criminal class is 
formed into a compact group. 
When a million and a half are 
thrown into such a situation every 
year, it is clear that here is one of 
the great contributing conditions 
to crime. \. 

Today this field is almosf" coni
pletely neglected by Christian in
fluences. Most of our loc&l. jail,! 
are also vermin-infested, with little 
or no opportunities for men to 
bathe and they must buy their own 
soap and towels. There is almost 
no medical examination, in spite of 
the fact that in the group are men 
with all kinds of diseases and in
fections so that it is almost impos
sible to exaggerate the disgusting 
conditions that prevail in many of 
these jails. 

The religious situation is equally 
deplorable. In many cases there 
are services on Sunday conducted 
by representatives of various de
nominations. Perhaps the best 
work is done by the Christian 
Scientists and Salvation Army. 
There is, however, an almost com
plete lack of personal pastoral 
ministration. Here is a great re
sponsibility and a great oppor
tunity for our Christian groups. 
If the first offender, at least, could 
immediately have at his side a 
brother who would not only visit 
him personally but would also be 
the means by which his contact is 
maintained with the outside world 
and with his relatives and family 
this would be the beginning of a 
movement to correct the failures 
and abuses of our present system. 
Surely in the churches there are 
Christian laymen to whom young 
men in jail can look up, and who 
can carry into their contacts the 
tender heart that our Lord expects. 
If such men would undertake at 
least to deal with the first offenders 
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in their jails, much could be ef
fected. 

This is the first point for effort. 
It is in most places reasonably 
simple to get the jailor to drop an 
addressed postcard to the leader in 
such a group whenever a first of
fender is put in jail, giving the 
name. An immediate call ought to 
be made. I use the word call with 
intention. A Christian gentleman 
is calling on another human soul in 
trouble, and if he is to be success-

them by the jailor to make a sensa
tional campaign to clean the jail. 
The condition of the jail, bad as it 
may be, is not necessarily the fault 
of the jailor. Even if he is per
sonally incompetent, the responsi
bility rests on the authority which 
appoints him. A sensational effort 
will mean only a temporary clean
up. What we need is something 
much more thorough and per
manent. We must develop in the 
community a public opinion that 

HOW SHALL THEY SPEND THEIR TIME IN PRISON? 

ful he must recognize the courtesy 
and respect that he owes to one in 
trouble. It would be useful for 
these callers to make a close asso
ciation with some mature social 
worker in one of the community or
ganizations. A great many char
acter-problems require the trained 
technique of a case worker. From 
this contact with the jail, there 
ought to be developed an apprecia
tion of the kind of jail a commu
nity ought to have. 

It is, however, almost useless for 
peopl~ to go into a jail and take ad
vantage of the opportunities given 

will not countenance any com
munity institution in an unsani
tary and unnecessarily immoral 
condition. As this public opinion 
is developed, the improvement will 
come. This is a slow method, but 
it is the only one that will succeed 
in effecting a reformation. 

These men who work personally 
in the jail will be stirred to a wider 
interest. They ought to begin the 
practical study of the situation, go
ing further than merely acting as 
brothers to the men in the jail. 
They ought to study the arrange
ments of the county in the main-



electronic file created by cafis.org

558 THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD [July 

tenance of the jail. In many 
counties the sheriff or jailor de
rives his own income from the 
amount that he can save in the care 
and feeding of the prisoners. This 
is clearly an injustice and presents 
all kinds of temptations. The 
sheriff and jailor ought to be given 
a salary and a sufficient amount of 
money to care for the prisoners. 

The visitors should find out also 
whether there is any committee of 
inspection, the state board of chari
ties or some similar organization 
which has the right to inspect and 
make recommendations. It ought 
to be possible if there is such a 
committee of inspection for the 
group to listen to a talk from some 
member of this committee, or to 
confer with the officer responsible 
for the management of the jail, 
asking questions like the follow
ing: 

How many of the inmates are await
ing trial? 

Are there any held as witnesses? 
How many are convicted misdemean-

ants? 
How many altogether? 
How many cells are there in the jail? 
Is it fireproof? 
How many years ago was it built? 
How much money is allowed per capita 

for the care of the prisoners? 
What is the daily dietary? 
Are there any children in the jail? 
Has the jail a hospital ward? 
Are all prisoners given medical exam

ination immediately after commitment? 
Are prisoners in an infectious condi

tion isolated from other prisoners? 
How often does the jail physician visit 

the jail? 
Are all prisoners required to bathe 

when first committed? 
Are clean blankets given each prisoner 

when first committed? 
Has the j ail flush toilets? 
Is there a system of parole? 
Do the inmates have regular employ

ment? 
How many hours do they pass in their 

cells? 
How many hours together? 
How many hours at work? 
Are there any women in the jail? 
If so, is there a woman in charge of 

them? Are they employed? ' 

This entire study ought to be 
made as far as possible with the 
sympathy of the man in charge of 
the jail. If there are failures, the 
responsibility rests ultimately with 
the community itself and the only 
permanent improvement will come 
with a change in the attitude and 
state of mind of the members of 
the community. 

Our effort must look further 
than the white-washing of dirty 
walls. We should develop a real 
interest in every Christian mem
ber of the community so that men 
who are criminals may be treated 
as human beings and given some 
stimulation of the higher ideals 
and purposes that certainly lie dor
mant in at least some of them. 

Sometimes I wish that we might 
have a recurrence of the conditions 
in the first century, that every min
ister of the community might be 
arrested and thrown into the local 
jail. I feel sure that the result 
would be a change in the jail of the 
community and II, permanent public 
opinion that would be nurtured 
from the pUlpits of the churches. 

This article is a cry of despair; 
little has been done for the im
provement of the local jails. They 
are worse now than they were 
fifty years ago. They are forgot
ten, unnoticed, ignored even by 
those who have that rather terrible 
statement in their Gospel: HI was 
in prison and ye visited me not." 
They are crushing hundreds of 
thousands of men every year under 
conditions that are not fit for any 
human being, be he criminal or 
saint. * 

'" 'l'he writer will be glad to answer any in
quiries from those who want to undertake this 
work, and he writes with the hope that some 
few may be moved to satisfy our Lord's de
mand: "I was in prison and ye visited me." 
Rev. Charles N. Lathrop, 281 Fourt,h Ave., 
New York. 
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UNSOLVED HOME MISSION PROBLEMS 
BY REV. CHARLES L. WHITE, D.D., New York 

Pre8ident oj the Home Missions Oouncil 

I N THE effort to Christianize which by missionary efforts can 
the peoples of the United easily be produced in the people 
States the Protestant forces of who have the hardihood to dare 

the nation are met by conditions the new and the unknown. 
that have never prevailed in any The most fruitful way in which 
other country and which thus far we have thus far been able to min
have largely batHed the wisdom and ister to the dwellers in these neg
strength of the churches and mis- lected zones is through colporteur 
sionary societies of the evangelical missionaries who offer for sale 
denominations. evangelistic literature and copies 

Scattered Populations of the Scriptures which they can 
even give away if people are not 

I. We have long neglected the able to pay the price. These de
people in the sparsely settled re- voted men conduct services in the 
gions who must be given the Gospel homes, barns and school-houses, 
with as much care as it is taken to and hold personal conversations 
those who can be more easily with those met by the wayside. 
reached in the more densely popu- They conserve such contacts and 
lated communities. The overlook- endeavor to bring these isolated 
ing of these people has not been people into relation with and under 
intentional, but it has been the in- the watch-care of churches· far 
evitable result of following along away. The widespread adoption 
lines of least resistance which have of the automobile may to a degree 
led us to mimster to groups of peo- not now appreciated solve the prob
pie who have lived in the villages, lem in part, as there would seem 
towns and cities. to be no reason why people inter-

To reach these widely scattered ested in personal and family re
populations is still a missionary ligion should not drive twenty or 
problem of the first magnitude. In more miles each Sunday to a church 
communities where the homes are where they can have the religious 
widely separated, it is impossible and social advantages of the or
to establish churches and in some ganized Christian community lift. 
cases even Sunday-schools cannot It is probabre, too, that the almost 
be organized, and yet it is encour- universal ownership of radio sets 
aging to discover that Christian already brings within the hearing 
men and women are quite evenly of the Gospel a great many fami
distributed among the settlers in lies whose lonely lives were marked 
the open country. The heroism, by silence and isolation. Still after 
courage and initiative that are re- one has made due allowance for 
quired in those who push on into the possibilities of these two spir
frontier conditions in many in- itual allies of modern science, we 
stances are qualities which are al- are far from discovering how we 
ready possessed by Christians or can develop and preserve through 

669 
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modern church life the spiritual ex
periences of those whose homes are 
miles apart in the prairie, desert, 
or mountain countries. But it is 
surprising to find how successful 
among such people have been the 
propagandists of strange cults and 
distorted interpretations of Chris
tianity. Mormon missionaries do 
not overlook the people that live 
far apart. 

However, a study of the lives of 
men and women who have come 
to prominence in the educational, 
economic and religious life of the 
nation proves that a very large 
number of them as boys and girls 
lived far from the centers of civi
lization. It will be a wise man in
deed who can discover a way to 
care spiritually for the children 
and parents and unattached men 
and women who constitute the rail
road section crews that maintain 
the road-beds of our great railroad 
systems. Many of these live in 
side-tracked box cars, in huts and 
in simple homes that call forth pity 
and sympathy from those who ob
serve them far away from towns 
and cities. When we think of these 
people whom we have so long neg
lected, we remember the great 
number of families and individuals 
who are living near or in the 
smaller mining communities; the 
railroad building crews; desert 
homesteaders waiting for the oft
en long-delayed opening of irriga
tion projects, some of which are 
n eVe r completed; oil-drilling 
crews; sheep-herders and cattle
men who often have their families 
in lonely places; canyon and moun
tain dwellers; the people who have 
their homes in the sandhill grazing 
lands; those who live in canal 
boats, and dwellers along water
ways not touched by transporta
tion; new settlers in cut-over 

lands; laborers in logging camps 
and dredging crews in the swamp 
regions. These people, who must 
not be left without the Gospel, num
ber many hundreds of thousands 
and the boys and girls in these 
homes if reached and educated 
would go far toward leavening the 
nation with the influence of the 
Gospel. 

The Migrant People 

II. Our wandering populations 
make another gigantic missionary 
problem. More people are on the 
move from place to place in the 
nation than we suppose. Farmers 
sell their acreage when the land 
brings a high price and buy more 
cheaply elsewhere. Others, as age 
advances, leave their farms and 
go to the smaller towns and live 
quiet lives. The people who hire 
these farms do so on shares and, 
if crops are poor, pass on to new 
regions that promise better things. 
Many a farmer whose children 
have left the rural communities 
for business in the cities or for 
years of educational preparation 
for a life in a different world, 
clings a while to the old homestead. 
Then advancing years compel him 
to abandon the attempt and he goes 
to live with his children. Such 
generally become non-resident 
church members and never get 
their roots down in new communi
ties. The abandoned farms are 
either bought at a low price by 
those who wish to secure summer 
homes or they pass into too pos
session of people who speak an
other language and whose presence 
constitutes promising but difficult 
material for the churches with less
ened numbers and weakened lead
ership. One new family generally 
brings another of the same nation
al group and the large number of 
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children among these new residents 
increases educational taxes and de
mands fresh social adjustments. 
The young people who leave their 
homes for an education return only 
for their vacations and more and 
more are passing the summers in 
travel or in work in other commu
nities. When their education is 
finished, usually sever.al years 
elapse before their homes are es
tablished and meanwhile they oft
en make two or three changes in 
residence. 

Those who join the army or navy 
or enter the civil service are wan
derers, as are sailors, teachers and 
preachers. Workers in the mines, 
in the lumber: camps, on the rail
roads, traveling salesmen, sign 
painters, explorers for minerals 
and builders of pipe lines have no 
stationary abode. We are sUrprised 
to learn of the large number of 
itinerant carpenters, plumbers, 
masons, roofers, barbers, book 
agents, waiters, hotel employees, 
garage men, chauffeurs and house
hold servants. Wholesale houses, 
insurance, banking and other cor
porations, local or interstate in 
character, keep their agents away 
from home much of the time, in 
spite of frequent attempts to find 
convenient places of residence. The 
seasonal workers who harvest the 
crops or toil in canneries are mi
grants and are very difficult to 
reach. The games which furnish 
relaxation keep people for many 
days a year away from their fire
sides and the time spent in com
mercial, fraternal, educational and 
religious conferences and conven
tions increases as the years pass. 
Vacations are now the rule and a 
growing number of prosperous 
families have summer homes in 
places where there are no churches 
or where they feel no responsibil-

4 

ity for the little churches that need 
their gifts and their presence. The 
growing habit of visiting friends 
or relatives or of camping in the 
open over the week-end, the long 
trips on pleasant Sundays to the 
mountains or to the distant sea
shore, all illustrate the changes 
that the low-priced automobile has 
thrust into the church-going hab
its of other days. Many retired or 
prosperous people have two or 
more homes so that the heat and 
cold may be avoided. Sometimes 
they pass a part of each year in 
foreign travel or in world tourR. 

The .suburban Trend 

III. The recent trend of our 
restless population toward the sub
urban areas creates a third great 
missionary problem for our Prot
estant churches. In the older states 
the drift from rural areas to the 
cities has been proceeding for 
many years and probably will not 
reach the crest of the movement 
for another decade. The arrival 
of people in the cities from the 
rural communities particularly 
during the last twenty years, has 
created great missionary perplex
ities, especially in view of the 
waves of immigration from foreign 
lands which have been breaking 
simultaneously on our shores, 
bringing millions of people into 
these same urban areas, in which 
the English-speaking churches 
have been compelled to struggle to 
preserve their spiritual life in 
these mingling tides of population. 

The situations thus created have 
brought difficulties which probably 
never have existed before in the 
history of the Christian Church. 
But these have been largely over
come by the wise leadership of lay
men and missionary secretaries in 
our metropolitan areas whose ex-
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perience has greatly assisted the 
Christian leaders in smaller cities 
to plan their work sanely and with 
high efficiency. 

And now when the city, state 
and national missionary organiza
tions have been endeavoring to 
reach with the Gospel the multi
tudes of newcomers in the cities 
with their better equipment and 
modern methods of approach, sud
denly they are brought face to face 
with new and trying conditions, as 
the tides of population have turned 
from the cities to the suburbs. 

This latest drift in population 
has been stimulated by automo
biles and rapid train service for 
commuters in recent years, and 
also by the Building and Loan As
sociations which .make possible the 
erection of homes on long-time pay
ments on low-priced land. Great 
numbers of young married people 
by this means now live in the open 
country, and have flowers, vegeta
ble gardens, playgrounds for the 
children, domestic animals, birds, 
squirrels and other wild creatures 
about, as well as all the education
al and social necessities of family 
life. All these mutations in a homo
geneous population would be per
plexing, but the problems increase 
in interest and difficulty of solution 
when these changes are going on 

in a popUlation composed of sixty or 
more nationalities, coming from all 
the countries of the earth. To leave 
to themselves these new suburban 
communities, busy with home 
building which has mortgaged the 
normal growth of family income 
for many years, without suggest
ing the bUIlding of churches and 
assisting jn their erection in these 
new communities, is to sit idly by 
while paganized suburbs will in
evitably grow their baneful har
vests. 

Indeed, this highly complicated 
problem, which is created by the 
increasing number of removals of 
people from the cities to the nearer 
and more distant unchurched sub
urbs, has been well described by 
Dr. Charles H. Sears, of New York, 
who remarked before the Baptist 
Associated Home Mission Agencies 
that a paganized suburb is as dan
gerous to our social life as a fester
ing slum. 

These three out of many home 
mission problems which the Prot
estant denominations of the United 
States and Canada are facing, are 
being studied with meticulous care 
by the missionary agencies repre
senting the twenty-eight denomi
nations associated in the Home 
Missions Council, and their solu
tion draweth nigh. 

THOUGHTS FOR THE THOUGHTFUL 

"A man may be a blot or a blessing, but a blank he cannot be." 
"Let us fail in trying to do something rather than fail sitting 

still and doing nothing." 
"Doing nothing for others is the undoing of one's self." 
"Only consistent and cheerful giving keeps the soul from 

shrinking." 
"God will not look you over for medals, degrees, and diplomas, 

but for scars in likeness to His Son." 
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THE HOME AND FAMILY OF MR. KAJIMA, A JAPANESE LAWYER IN CALIFORNIA 

THE ORIENTALS IN AMERICA 
BY REV. GEORGE WARREN HINMAN, D.D., New York 

secretary oJ Oriental and Spanish-Spea.kilng Missions, American Missionary A88()c-iaticm 

AMERICANS have only recent
ly wakened to the dangers 
of an immigration cultural

ly different from Anglo-Saxon 
standards. We hoped to maintain 
a homogeneous nation. But the 
South and then the Pacific Coast 
and then the East, in response to 
economic demands, began to im
port cheap labor, and our cultural 
ideals began to fade. 

The coming of Chinese, Japa
nese, Hindus and Filipinos to Ha
waii and Continental United States 
was encouraged by interests which 
thought largely in terms of man 
power and overlooked social con
sequences. As a result we first 
began to doubt the wisdom of mak
ing America the refuge of the poor 
and oppressed and to question the 
efficacy of the "melting-pot." 

Accepting the need of immigra
tion restriction, one must acknowl
edge that Oriental immigrants 
have suffered peculiar hardship in 
the working out of a social con
trol through the quota law. Sixty 
years ago the Irish and forty years 
ago the Italians provided a text 
for those who feared a loss of 
American cultural standards. But 
speedy naturalization of European 
immigrants gave them the same 
status as American-born, while the 
Orientals, under the statute of 
1790, were not admitted to natu
ralization. They are not "white 
persons," according to various 
court decisions. Being refused 
American citizenship, the Orientals 
are discouraged from cultural as
similation, with the result that Chi
nese communities are the most 
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alien sections in our American life. 
Under the handicap of their po

litical status and specially isolated 
by the distinctive character of Ori
ental customs there has never
theless been much assimilation, 
particularly among the Japanese. 
Prejudice and unwise missionary 
methods have added to the difficul
ties. But the social conditions in 
the few large segregated Oriental 
communities in New York, Chica
go, and San Francisco, though still 

A BUDDHIST TEMPLE IN FRESNO, 
CALIFORNIA 

very unsatisfactory, are steadily 
improving. 

Thrown back upon themselves 
the Oriental groups have felt com
pelled to maintain their own cul
tural traditions and their contacts 
with the mother country, to which 
a large number have eventually re
turned. Much of the new spirit in 
China and Japan and the Western
ization of the Orient is due to the 
returned Oriental emigrants, not 
alone students, but merchants and 
laborers as well, and to their finan
cial backing of new social changes. 

The second generation Oriental, 
born in America, educated in our 

public schools, welcomed at the bal
lot-box, and to a limited extent 
given an economic opportunity, is 
the largest factor in the assimila
tion of the Orientals in America. 
Three in ten among the 62,000 Chi
nese in Continental United States 
are American-born and have the 
inalienable rights of an American 
citizen. Four out of fifteen among 
the 111,000 Japanese are Ameri
can-born, although few of them are 
yet old enough to vote. In Hawaii, 
the proportion of American-born 
is much higher. More than half of 
the Chinese in Hawaii and forty
five per cent of the Japanese are 
American citizens. Including Ha
waii with Continental United 
States, thirty-six per cent of the 
Chinese and thirty-five per cent of 
the Japanese in America are 
Americans. 

The economic position of the 
Chinese and Japanese in the life 
of America is not so satisfactory. 
The effort to secure a permanent 
cheap labor group, especially for 
agriculture, was not successful. 
The Chinese have almost wholly, 
and the Japanese to a considerable 
extent, . escaped the status of day 
laborers, often in seasonal occupa
tions, for which they were origin
ally recruited. Only a sma II 
proportion still remain in house 
service. They all want their own 
little business and make it success
ful. 

The religious situation is the 
worst. We have tried to do re
ligious work among Orientals in 
America without considering the 
social and economic implications. 
Even the most consecrated mis
sionaries in Chinese Sun d a y
schools and other religious enter
prises for Orientals have been com
promised by a popular attitude 
which denied to the Chinese and 
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Japanese what Christianity prom
ised them. The devotion of those 
who persisted in spite of this hand
icap is commendable. But why 
have we not seen the inadequacy 
of a Christian effort which left 
them "boys," and aliens and social 
pariahs? Patronage and parasit
ism were often the result in con
tacts with the small number of 
Orientals reached by American 
Christians. 

Most of the Japanese in America 
are nominally Buddhists, and most 
of the Chinese are very little con
cerned about any religion. J apa
nese have several fine Buddhist 
temples, in Seattle, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Fresno, Salt Lake 
City, Honolulu and other centers 
of Japanese population. There are 
also a few Shinto shrines in the 
United States, at Los Angeles and 
Honolulu. Beside providing a place 
for ritual services, weddings and 
funerals, the Buddhist institution 
in the United States is a social and 
recreation center, often has a 
preaching service and has in con
nection a Y. M. B. A. to match the 
Y. M. C. A. Though the moral 
and social control of the Japanese 
in the United States through the 
Buddhist temples is undoubtedly of 
value, yet the presence of these in
stitutions of an alien religion is an 
important factor in anti-Japanese 
feeling. 

Many of the Chinese temples, 
so-called "joss-houses," are kept 
up to exploit tourist curiosity, 
quite as much as to give opportu
nity for worship. In San Francis
co and New York they are part of 
the program of the sight-seeing 
busses, whose "visit to Chinatown" 
is surrounded with a great deal of 
artificial glamor. A good deal of 
Chinese worship is done in the 
home, and means reverence for an-

cestors and prayers for good luck. 
Elaborate public funerals, with dis
play on an open platform of roast 
pig, fruits and wine, and the in
cantations of a Taoist priest, are 
now rarely seen, though a Chinese 

FOR GOOD OR FOR EVIL ? THE BELLE 
OF 'rHE DISTRICT 

funeral still shows more evidence 
of religious influence than any oth
er custom likely to come to the 
notice of Americans. "Joss sticks" 
are still sold, and occasionally one 
sees the paper money as an offer
ing to the spirit of the dead. But 
religion plays a relatively small 
part in the community life of the 
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Chinese in America. Family so
cieties, clubs representing a cer
tain district, business organizations 
and the more dangerous "tongs" 
are the agencies of social control 
in the Chinese communities, ex
tending their authority in a sur
prising way over scattered in
dividual Chinese all over the 
United States. 

The twenty-five hundred Hindus 
reported in the 1920 census are 

LEE HONG. A CHINESE CHRISTIAN 
TEACHER 

largely Sikhs, with a distinctive 
and relatively high type of reli
gion. They had a temple at Stock
ton, California, and another at 
Vancouver, B r i tis h Columbia. 
Very many of the Hindus were 
employed in building the Western 
Pacific Railroad, and later settled 
in the upper Sacramento and the 
Imperial Valleys in California, 
some securing ranches of their 
own and employing their fellow 
countrymen in raising rice and cot-

ton. The Hindu immigration was 
almost exclusively of men, and 
moral conditions among the groups 
of seasonal Hindu laborers seem 
to have been specially bad. There 
was a strong anti-British feeling 
among them brought from their 
native country, and this with the 
other conditions of their life in 
the United States made them pe
culiarly difficult to reach with any 
Christian influences. Apparently 
large numbers have returned to 
India since 1920. A small number 
of Koreans, about twelve hundred, 
are reported for Continental Unit
ed States by the census, living 
mostly in San Francisco, Los An
geles and the San Joaquin Valley. 
There are nearly five thousand in 
Hawaii. 

There has been a considerable 
immigration of Filipinos, especial
ly since the restriction on the com
ing of Japanese. The 1920 census 
reports twenty-one thousand in 
Hawaii and fifty-six hundred in 
Continental United States, mostly 
in California. Many Filipino 
young men have scattered widely 
over the United States, often in 
hotel service, while the families 
have remained on the Pacific Coast 
in agriculture, sugar beets, etc. 
The number of Filipinos in Ha
waii and in Continental United 
States has probably largely in
creased since 1920. 

The fact that Filipinos are 
Christians, while other Orientals 
are so-called "heathen," influences 
the mental attitudes of many peo
ple, though it is probable that mor
al standards of Chinese and 
Japanese living under normal so
cial conditions in the United States 
compare favorably with those of 
European immigrants. There is 
no ground for the charges of un
usual social depravity among Ori-
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entals except where some special 
conditions, for which we ourselves 
are largely responsible, have shut 
them off from legitimate recrea
tion and family life. The statement 
years ago to a Congressional com
mittee that the Chinaman had no 
soul, and another made very re
cently by a member of Congress 
himself that he had never known a 
Japanese who was either honest or 
moral, are rio more than the evi
dence of a blind prejudice. 

However, the abnormal social 
conditions of Oriental communities 
in Continental United States, with 
only one woman to sixteen men 
among foreign-born Chinese, helps 
one to understand the smuggling 
of Chinese slave girls, their sale 
for thousands of dollars from one 
owner to another, and the tong 
wars which spring from such a 
nefarious traffic. Parasitic occu
pations, like seIling lottery tickets 
and running gambling houses, 
have attractions for men who are 
shut out of most ordinary ways of 
earning a living. It is natural to 
spend time in a gambling house, 
when neither family life nor pub
lic institutions offer to the Oriental 
any other form of recreation. If 
the moral conditions of Oriental 
communities are bad, it is because 
the social conditions are abnormal. 
The establishment of family life, 
with proper housing, now very gen
eral among Japanese, and slowly 
increasing among the Chinese in 
the United States, with the grow
ing influence of the second genera
tion Oriental, will in time end the 
un-American conditions of our Ori
ental communities, provided edu
cational and religious agencies 
wisely and adequately meet this 
opportunity. 

There has been a large amount 
of Christian work among Orientals 

in the United States from the very 
beginning. In 1852, William Speer 
began work for Chinese in San 
Francisco with the support of the 
Presbyterian Foreign Board, and 
the following year organized a 
church with four Chinese con
verted before they came here, one 
of them a brother-in-law of Mor
rison's disciple, Leung A-fah. Otis 
Gibson began work for the Meth
odists in 1868, and William C. 
Pond for the Congregationalists in 
1870. Baptists and Congregation
alists had both begun Chinese mis
sion work much earlier, but not 
till 1870 did they establish a per
manent and continuous work. 

Chinese mission work has varied 
in type from the individual instruc
tion in beginning English to the 
normally organized church with a 
large institutional program, in
cluding dormitory and recreation
al facilities, employment bureau, 
medical advice and help, social 
clubs, Boy Scouts, dramatics and 
forums, as well as religious work in 
the Sunday-school, wee k-day 
classes and daily vacation Bible 
schools. 

Unfortunately, many of the 
Christian undertakings for Chi
nese in the United States have nev
er gone beyond the simplest 
elementary stage, partly because 
there was a constantly changing 
group of pupils, and partly because 
there was little expert direction by 
Americans with missionary train
ing in China and little development 
of Chinese initiative and leader
ship. Japanese, Korean and Fili
pino mission work began on a 
different basis, at a much later 
date and with a larger background 
of Christian development in the 
home lands. Christian work among 
these groups is, therefore, much 
better developed than among the 
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Chinese settlements in America. 
A directory of all Christian in

stitutions for Orientals in the 
United States, including Hawaii, 
and Canada, has been issued by 
the Home Missions Council and 
Council of Women for Home Mis
sions, and includes addresses of 
churches, mISSIons or Sunday 
schools for Chinese, numbering 
289, Japanese 162, Koreans 50, 
Filipinos 33, and Hindus 1. No 
figures are avaible as to the total 
number of Christians among Ori
entals in the United States. An 
earlier edition of the Oriental Mis
sions Directory, listing only mission 
work west of the Rockies, reported 
3,072 members of Chi n e S e 
churches, 5,390 Japanese, and 514 
Korean. 

Some very encouraging union 
enterprises have been developed 
among the Japanese, and the edu
cational work of the Chinese 
churches in San Francisco has been 
united. Only a few denomination
al churches for Orientals have be
come self-supporting, but there are 
several independent Chinese and 
Japanese churches. Rescue homes 
for Chinese slave girls, dormitories 
for Japanese women, for Chinese 
and Japanese men, orphanages, 
day nurseries and kindergartens, 
as well as Chinese and Japanese 
Y. M. C. A.'s and Y. W. C. A.'s, 
have been organized in response to 
increased emphasis On the social 
side of the work. 

A distinctive feature of the Ori
ental churches is the language 
school, where Chinese and J apa
nese children are taught the lan
guage of their parents, usually 
after public school hours. There 
has been much criticism of this 
work, and both Hawaii and Cali
fornia passed laws to examine and 
regu,late thl'l private Oriental lan-

guage schools. When conducted 
under Buddhist or commercial 
auspices, these schools may become 
un-American in their influence. 
But without them the break be
tween children born in the United 
States and parents born in the Ori
ent would be much more of a prob
lem than it is now. For this 
reason Christian work among Ori
entals, when based on a sympa
thetic understanding of their needs, 
usually includes the language 
school, where the Bible and the 
hymns can be taught in Chinese 
and Japanese. Often adults who 
have spent many years in the Unit
ed States study the written lan
guage in these schools so that they 
may be fitted for Christian service 
when they return to their native 
country. 

From the very beginning, there 
have been some Christians among 
the immigrants from China, Japan, 
Korea and the Philippines. It is 
said that when Neesima, the found
er of Doshisha University, stopped 
over Sunday at Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, many years ago he 
found no American church but was 
able to read the Bible and pray 
with some Christian Chinese 
among the large mining commu
nity there. A very large propor
tion of the Koreans who have come 
to the United States are Christians, 
and trained Christian workers 
have come with them or to them 
from their own land. . 

Relations between the Japanese 
in the United States and the Chris
tian churches in Japan have from 
the beginning provided initiative 
and responsible leadership and a 
pattern of normal Christian or
ganization. The reactions have 
been mutual. Many of the leaders 
of the Christian churches in Japan, 
laymen and ministers, have been 
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trained in service in the Japanese 
churches in the United States, 
while Kimura, Kanamori, and 
Harada have made frequent cam
paigns for evangelism and under
standing among the J apanesehere. 

The missions for Chinese in the 
United States have had, until very 
recently, exceedingly limited con
tacts with the Christian movement 
in China. At rare intervals, a mis
sionary who could speak their dia-

very large financial and moral sup
port of the new order in their home 
country, there has been a very con
siderable number of strong Chris
tian Chinese leaders who have 
visited and encouraged the Chinese 
in the United States. 

The Chinese churches and mis
sions in the United States have 
sent back to China hundreds of 
men who have become leaders be
cause of their Christian faith, Dr. 

THE JAPANESE UNION CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES 

leet (they are practically all 
Cantonese) visited the churches 
and Sunday schools. The Chinese 
students in our American schools 
were generally from other prov
inces in China, and until lately 
took little interest in the Chinese 
merchants and laborers. As a re
sult, dependence on American and 
on denominational leadership was 
almost universal. The last few 
years, as a result of the national 
solidarity developed by the revolu
tion in China and the acknowledged 
obligation to Chinese abroad for 

Fong Sec, Rev. Young Park and 
devoted laymen who have changed 
the whole character of remote vil
lages by the message they brought 
back from the United States. Such 
men are now coming back on visits 
to the Chinese groups in America, 
often to secure financial help for 
good enterprises in China, but in
cidentally putting a new spirit into 
the Chinese Christians here which 
will necessitate a revision of the 
"unequal treaties" under which 
much of the old Chinese mission 
work has been carried on. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

A KIOWA INDIAN'S TESTIMONY 

M AMADA'S family came out to our car, and one of the In
dians said, "Brother King you must not go farther tonight, 
Mamada has been in great distress of mind for three days 

and he wants to be a Christian." 
We went into the house and after supper I read from the 

Acts the account of Cornelius sending for Peter. Mamada listened 
intently and when prayer had been offered, he said that for more 
than a month the Spirit had been speaking to him. For the past 
three days and nights he could not eat or sleep well because of 
this voice. For a long time he had known that he ought to be a 
Christian; now he wanted to ask the Lord to save him. 

"All these years," said Mamada, "I have been like a horse that 
could not be caught. Many things have come up to hinder me from 
being a Christian, but I have said that if the Holy Spirit should 
speak to me I would be a Christian. The Holy Spirit has been 
speaking to me and I want to obey. I have called you Christians 
to my home to tell you of this and to ask you to pray for me. I 
want to become an example to my children. I want my children 
to follow Jesus. My heart was touched more than a month ago 
and the struggle has been going on all this time until I cannot 
stand it any longer. I must tell you Christians that somebody 
has been praying for me and now that prayer is answered. I 
listened to the Gospel a long time but did not come to Christ. Now 
I believe in the Lord with all my life and heart. I want to be bap
tized. I believe and I want to pray." 

Then Mamada prayed in his Kiowa tongue, a prayer for the 
forgiveness of sins. After this prayer he continued: 

"It has been a great battle within me. It has seemed as if 
some one was after me with a very sharp spear. But now the 
fight is over. Before this meeting I always tried to get out of 
difficulties the shortest way but every time something headed me 
off. Now I am out and saved. I believe I am already saved. Maybe 
your prayers did it. I want my Brother King to help me in this 
Christian life. I am wondering why I did not become a Christian 
a long time ago. In the years that have passed, many have talked 
with me about being a Christian and I put off saying that when 
I felt the Holy Spirit I would come. Now I am going to try to 
live up to the teachings of the Word of God. The Lord is very 
strong. I promise the Lord that I will live for Him." 

Before this time Mamada had been praying to false gods, but 
now he prayed Jo the true God. That night he confessed Christ 
as his Saviour and we arranged for his baptism the next day. The 
Christian Indians stayed with him till late into the night to pray 
and give thanks.-F. L. King. 
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THE UNFINISHED HOME MISSION TASK 
BY REV. WARREN H. WILSON, D.D., New York 

Director oj Town and Country Depa.rtmcnt j Bowrd oj National Missions} 
Presbyterian Church} U. 8. A. 

CONSIDERING Home Mis- U. S. A. nine tenths of our congre
sions as a whole, there is evi- gations were missions at the be
dence that the Boards need ginning-must still carry the 

to be released from a burden of church by paying its pastor a grant 
supporting pastors, in order that many years after it was estab
they may direct their attention to lished. 0 f the Presbyterian 
missionary extension, to the evan- churches 37.7 per cent are still 
gelizing of the alien and the aided; and of the rural churches 
un - Christian communities. In three out of every eight receive 
administrative costs, necessitated grants in aid. Of the Protestant 
by outworn methods, some Boards Episcopal churches 36.4 per cent 
are spending an amount almost are aided, and 48 per cent of the 
equal to that expended on mission- rural Episcopal churches are aided. 
aries. From this burden the Of Northern Baptist churches only 
Boards of Home Missions should 16% are aided, and 17% of rural 
be released. churches. Of the Presbyterian 

The unfinished task of Home funds paid in grants, 71 % is paid 
Missions therefore is national ad- to the pastors of native white con
ministration of the salaries of in- gregations. 
stalled pastors. The support of The nature of the problem of 
country pastors, in churches which the Home Boards is indicated by 
are no longer missionary, is the the fact that in the Presbyte
burden upon the Boards of Home rian Church, as Dr. Herman N. 
Missions from which they cannot Morse has discovered, the propor
be released so long as there is no tion of aided churches is about the 
administration created by the de- same during the past hundred 
nomination as a whole. years. In other words, the Pres-

The heaviest load to be borne by byterian denomination does not 
a denomination is the salary pay- bring its churches to self-support, 
ments to pastors. The next great but the National Missions organi
cost is usually paid by the commu- zation has to carry year after year 
nity, namely, the cost of erecting the load of supporting the churches 
houses of worship. once established. There is not suf-

The history of American Prot- ficient money retained in country 
estant churches shows that in coun- communities or in the down-town 
try communities and in downtown parts of citi~s to support the gospel 
sections of the cities the congre- ministry. This condition is shown 
gation is unable to pay the salary by Dr. C. Luther Fry of the Insti
of the pastor. Exceptions are so tute of Social and Religious Re
few that the Boards of Home mis- search in the statement that only 
sions w hie h established the 9 % of the Presbyterian churches 
churches in the vast majority of aided in 1925 had been organized 
cases-in the Presbyterian Church in 1920-25, which were the five 
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years just prior to his study. More 
than one half the Presbyterian 
aided churches he studied in 1925 
had been in existence for over 
twenty-five years, that is, Presby
terian Home Missions funds in 
1925 were carrying at least one 
half their load composed of non-
missionary congregations. . 

My proposal is that this load of 
regular pastoral salary expenditure 
should be administered by the de
nomination as a whole, or at least 
nationally. To do so would release 
Home Missions funds for the evan
gelization of the Indians, about one 
half of whom are still pagan, and 
of the Negroes who are very poor, 
and the churches among aliens. 
One commuhity in seven in rural 
United States is now without a 
Protestant church. Very few of 
these country communities have 
Catholic churches, since the Cath
olic church centers in the cities. 
Here then is the Home Missions 
task, to release the Boards for this 
kind of work by freeing them 
from the burden of pastors' sal
aries in nearly one half the coun
try churches and the downtown 
churches of cities. 

This can be accomplished by a 
national fund for the equalization 
of pastors' salaries. This fund 
shall undertake to pay to every 
pastor the "interchangeable part" 
of all salaries of pastors, namely, 
the first $1,000. In return the con
gregation of the pastor so sub
sidized shall pay to the fund a 
fixed quota, according to its ability, 
determined in a uniform manner. 
The congregation shan also agree 
that the pastor shall receive a sal
ary, the minimum of which shall 
be, let us say, $2,000 in a country 
church, $2,500 in a city church. 
This amount shall include the 
grant from the fund. 

The end attained by this method 
is a business system suitable to the 
industrial system of the time in 
which we live. It would stabilize 
the pastor's salary by making the 
whole denomination his guarantor 
during the time of his service. It 
would steady the local church by 
requiring it to take part in a sys
tem of banking. It would put the 
biggest cost borne by the Protes
tant churches on the basis of busi
ness payment, and thus would or
ganize "consecration of wealth" 
about which we talk so much. A 
systematic obligation would take 
the place of benevolences, in those 
payments for which the churches 
are already responsible in con
tracts with their pastors: only the 
denomination, or at least the Cen
tral Fund, would be the adminis
trator of the obligation undertaken 
by the people. 

There is good evidence that 
many Protestants prefer to pay in 
this manner to a going concern, 
even more than they desire to pay 
to a missionary experiment or a 
venture. The gain, however, would 
be that individual Christians would 
pay to what they prefer. Those 
who desire to contribute to mis
sions would have their monies ex
pended upon missions alone. 

The great purpose of this under
taking is to set free the Boards of 
Home Missions for purely mission
ary work. American missions is 
an adventure. It involves the tak
ing up of new work, the entrance 
into new territory, presenting the 
Gospel to those who have it not. It 
is in strong contrast to the other 
kinds of work with which the 
Boards are today burdened, not be
cause the support of pastors is less 
worthy, but because it is not "Mis
sions." The great gain to Amer
ican religion in restoring the mis-
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sionary motive by defining it more 
clearly in terms of joyous and con
secrated adventure, far from home 
among alien peoples, is the spiritual 
end to be sought in this proposal. 

Incidental gains are of high 
value. First, this undertaking will 
probably do more to bring about 
cooperation, or perhaps fusion in 
whole or in part between kindred 
denominations. It is quite possible 
that the discussion of it may bring 
to pass a union of churches in 
many country communities. The 
goal of a well-supported ministry 
would be a gain for the local com
munity, which might decide the 
argument in favor of having one 
church instead of three. 

Second, there would be a great 
reduction in administrative cost 
now imposed on the Boards of 
Home Missions, because the pay
ment of uniform quantities of 
money is less costly than the pay
ment of thousands of grants, each 
unique, each requiring conference 
of highly trained minds. 

Third, a great gain to the Amer
ican Church would be the decen
tralizing of administration. A 
secretary and a skilled treasurer 
can payout uniform amounts by 
this method because the local con
gregation must make the decision. 
N ow the Protestant denominations 
are straining to administer their 
funds from Board headquarters, 
and the local church is either com
pelled to accept their decisions or 
to rebel. 

Last of all this method must be 
established by denominational ac
tion in order that all parties shall 
consent to the system. Thus by 
establishing a kind of bank, in 
which obligations would rule in
stead of "benevolences," the local 
church would manage its own 
financial affairs instead of the de-

nominational headquarters at
tempting to control. It is only fair 
to say that the Pension Funds 
established now in several denom
inations are of this sort, and the 
budget system so generally ex
tended during the past two decades 
in American Protestant churches 
looks toward a system of adminis
tration as its ultimate end. 

Pioneer Missionaries 

One is sometimes asked whether 
there are any old-fashioned home 
missionaries any more. My answer 
to this inquiry is that the Presby
terian Board is supporting about 
five or six hundred home mission
aries who are doing the same kind 
of pioneer work as was done a cen
tury ago. They are preachers and 
pastors in new communities estab
lished every year in the states of 
the Northwest, South and South
west, where settlement is still ex
tending. They are Sunday-school 
missionaries who have a wide 
range in the mining and forest 
country, organizing schools and 
fostering them in the hope that 
they will become churches of some 
denomination. They are lumber 
camp missionaries following the 
itinerant loggers into the forest. 
Their story, if it could be kept be
fore the mind of church people and 
read in the spirit of land-seeking 
adventure, which moved the nation 
sixty years ago, would be a thrill
ing tale. 

A great obstacle to Home Mis
sions is the diversion of the atten
tion of church people from mis
sionary adventure to the conserva
tion of what we have. The latter 
is perhaps of greater worth to the 
missionary enterprise, for no ad
venture is without an element of 
experiment, while standing by 
what we have and holding our 
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ground where we have conquered 
the ground is properly respected 
by the religious mind. If this in
terest of conserving what we have 
were committed to a fund for the 
maintaining of the ministry, then 
we would be free to follow the 
homesteader in such states as 
Wyoming and Montana. There I 
am told more homesteads were 
granted in the decade beginning 
1915 than in any previous ten 
years. There are more Mexicans 
coming in and across the border 
at El Paso than before. Their in
vasion is extending throughout the 
whole country, especially are they 
penetrating the Middle West as a 
new labor ,class. Many of them 
will remain permanently in the 
United States. They are eager for 
Americanization and evangelists 
find them quickly responsive to the 
offer of the Gospel. 

Unchurched Rural Communities 

The surveys made and published 
by the Institute of Social and Re
ligious Research disclosed in 1923 
that there are in the United States 
10,461 country communities with 
no church in any of them; that is, 
any Protestant church. Inasmuch 
as the Catholic churches are de
liberately placed in towns and 
cities, it is probable that these 
communities have no church what
ever. 

Here is the Home Missions task. 
It has not been finished in the past 
five years, for the Protestants have 
not been expanding; they have 
been rather contracting their ac
tivities in this half decade. The 
difficulties in any great enterprises 
increase as one approaches its con
clusion. The Home Boards have 
been burdened with the very suc
cesses they have attained. If they 
could unload this their success up-

on the denominations as a whole or 
upon some interdenominational 
agency for maintaining the estab
lished work, then they would be 
free to undertake the conclusion of 
the Home Mission task in evan
gelizing the rest of the country. It 
is a doubly difficult task and the 
Boards need funds greater in pro
portion than they did in the past 
to complete it. The mission station 
opened now in a Montana or 
Wyoming settlement is more costly. 
It requires a more elaborate and 
more permanent investment. The 
preacher used to be welcomed in an 
empty store or even in a tolerant 
saloon. Now he cannot make an 
impression suitable to the estab
lished Protestant church which he 
represents without the cooperation 
of other helpers, such as women 
assistants; in some cases a trained 
nurse assistant; in some cases an 
assistant in religious education. 
The Larger Parish is a method ac
cepted by leading Protestant de
nominations in mission work. It 
is necessary partly because a 
change in religious idealism re
quires it. The Gospel must not only 
be preached; it must be demon
strated to persons settling new 
country. 

The second difficulty in complet
ing the National Missions tasks is 
in the recruiting of workers. The 
time was when the settlement of 
the West was in the minds of all 
men. N ow their appetite for sen
sation is satisfied with aviation. 
The grandfather marveled at Kit 
Carson; he prayed for and sup
ported Sheldon Jackson. The 
grandson marvels at Lindbergh 
and he spends his money in seeing 
a moving picture by Tom Mix. 
There are earnest and consecrated 
recruits for Home Missions but 
they require a permanent employ-
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ment. TMy are willing to enlist 
but it must be for life, and they 
expect the wealthy Protestant 
churches to equip them and sustain 
them as generously and as com
fortably as they would be equipped 
in the teaching profession. This 
is quite reasonable for a United 
States so rich as ours, with com
munication so swift to every re
mote section of the land. If Amer
ica is sincere in professions of 
Christianity it should sustain its 
"workers well in their ministry to 
the poor and to the lonely and the 
struggling settlers of the land. 

I do not mention the downtown 
city problem, for it would belong, 
I think, under the care of the Cen
tral Fund. It should be adminis
tered not as mission work but as 
pastoral service. The cities are, 
however, extending in the suburbs, 
and the mi!!sionary problem of 
cities is the erection of Protestant 
churches in the wards or real
estate projects allocated to one de
nomination or another. Here is 
the Home Mission problem of the 
future. For the provision of resi
dent pastors among these urban 
settlers large funds are needed in 
the hands of Home Mission Boards 
and Committees. 

I may make my assertion clear 
by contrasting with this mission
ary work the substantial service of 
pastors in the home churches. The 
pastor is not a missionary; first, 
because he stays and continues the 
work already begun. He is sec
ondly, not an adventurer but a man 
of routine. Third, the pastor is 
consciously and deliberately a sup
porter of the whole enterprise of 
the Church, while the missionary 
is consciously and joyfully a de
pendent. No true missionary feels 
ashamed of begging. He does not 
object to the mendicant process 

that supports him. He is willing 
to be sustained by benevolences 
and he rejoices in generous im
pulses. But a pastor has the pride 
of permanence. He serves a church 
that knows not only how to give-
its benevolences are well main
tained; but he and his people know 
how to keep their contracts and to 
pay what they owe. 

The whole missionary enter
prise at home and abroad needs the 
support of a broader home base. 
The body of Christian people must 
be steadied and united in support 
of the enterprise of giving the Gos
pel to the world. The weaker 
churches that have ceased long 
since to be missionary are just as 
eager to get into that enterprise as 
the stronger ones are, but they are 
confused by their assignment to a 
lower class when they are called 
"missionary," while yet they are 
required to do the steady maintain
ing rather than the joyous adven
turing. They realize that some
thing is wrong. The work in these 
churches is out of joint. It is dis
couraging to ministers. The of
ficers of the weaker churches are 
confused and disillusioned by the 
contradictions involved in the 
process. 

The money is in America. These 
churches and their people have 
much to do with its creation. They 
know it is concentrating in cities 
in the hands of a few, every year 
of a fewer of our people. They 
require as sanction of their share 
in the task of the whole Church to 
evangelize the world that there be 
in the Church an equalizing of 
pastors' salaries. If the Home 
Boards could be free from the load 
of supporting these marginal 
churches, and the financial" prob
lem of the whole communion could 
be banked - as all other financial 
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matters of this country are organ
ized-upon a big basis, nationally, 
they would be free to take their 
place, and would greatly increase 
their contributions to all forms of 
missionary activity. Long pas
torates of educated and respected 
ministers in the churches of middle 
grade would enlarge the contribu
tions of churches to the cause. 

There are two great considera
tions which support this proposal. 
First, if the greater churches are 
to be united, as the Methodist and 
Presbyterian, it will be necessary 
to avoid the piling up of expensive 
administration. Every recent con
solidation has resulted in increased 
proportionat.e expense. 

The second consideration is that 
the proposal I am making is a re
ligious one. It cannot be consid
ered except in terms of devotion to 
the Master, in the greatest of the 
interests of the Kingdom. It re-

quires a consecrated attention to 
the glory of God. Hitherto Home 
Mission work has been largely tra
ditional. A process of granting by 
a year at a time has characterized 
the Boards of Home Missions. 
Very few of them have adopted 
any administrative measures of a 
high order. Almost universally 
they pay a grant, reduced to the 
lowest amount, and they promise it 
for the shortest possible time, 
namely, a year. The reason is that 
no consecrated attention has ever' 
been given to the problem as a 
whole. Only a profound religious 
conviction will complete the Home 
Mission task, so well begun and so 
devoutly carried on, with sym
pathy and benevolent impulse-a 
conviction thoroughly wrought in 
the form of a national administra
tion to conserve the best work and 
to release the benevolent spirit for 
the Home Mission task. 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN SPEAKS 

BY CATHERINE CULNAN 

My God, and the white man's God, are one and the same. 
r did not know where to find Him. r only knew that some

where, in the sun, or the moon, or the stars, or in the big wind 
blowing over me, The Father Spirit was. 

Many white men came to me who did not know God any better 
than 1. They drove me off the land The Father Spirit had given 
me. When I sought to revenge myself, they forced my people into 
submission. We did not understand each other. And so we hated 
each other with a deadly hatred. 

Other white men came who were different. They came not 
to rob or to destroy me. They were ambassadors of the Son of 
The Great Spirit. There was no fear in their faces, nor any hatred. 
They smiled in the language of friendship, and made signs that told 
me, "We are brothers." 

They told me that the Son of the Great Spirit had come and 
taught them, and had sent them to me. 

I do not live any longer as those who have no hope. 
I sit quietly at the door of my hogan, and look across the 

. changing desert to the great hills of God. 
-Women and Missions. 
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CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY RAL
LIES-WHY AND BOW1 

By MRS. JOHN H. MILLS, Garden City, 
New York 

Secretary for OhHdren'g Work in the Brook! 
l,yn v Na8sau Presbytery 

urday after,noon is chosen that will: 
not confiictwith othel' functions of··' 
geneJ;:al interest, such as· girl and boy.: 
scout rani.es, or JQnior·C.: E. conven- . 
thins.· The dlite settled;i We·decide up~ 
on a church centrally.·'locatetl, acces-
sible to all groups, and after'the offi-

Today our chi1dren have their own cial boards have promised thl! use of:' 
mission objects, Foreign and Home; the church building for that date, we' 
their own apportionments for their request the woman's missionary so
share in supporting their objects; ciety to appoint a committee to serve 
their own' annual thank offering and light refreshments during the social 
theit oWrttnission study topics, just hour, to plan for pianist, song leader, 
like -{yoman's societies. Why should and boy ushers. A committee of two 
they' hOt have also their own conven- is appointed to figure percentages of 
tiort and rallies, where they may carry delegations for attendance awards. 
out their own programs, review their We ask the minister of the church to 
achievements, hear messages from reserve the date, if possible, and be 
their missionaries, bring in their ready to pronounce the benediction. 
thank offering, talk about their plans This enlists his interest and assures 
for the coming year and greet their his presence. Our ministers should 
fellow-workers, as the older folks do? know what the children are doing and 
Why not? If rallies for young peo- what an. asset they can be, if organ
pIe and intermediates are good, should ized for service. 
we not start right with the smaller While these details are being ar
children and begin to train them now ranged,. we take a survey of our field 
for future service and leadership? and prepare. our mailing lists. The 

How can we do it? In Brooklyn- leaders of all organized societies are 
Nassau Presbytery, New York, the se- on the permanent.,list, but for our ral
cret of success, in planning our annual lies we include Sunday-schools where 
children's missionary (world-friend- there is no organized children's mis
ship) rl111y, is in encouraging the chil- sionary work. We seek to have every 
dren to consider it their affair alto- church under our jurisdiction repre
gether. With the help of their lead- sented by a delegation· of children, and 
ers, they are taught to be responsible we suggest that potential leaders be 
for tlie delegations, program, singing, sent with them; with the hope that, 
and other items, even to the home- after they have felt the influence and 
ward carrying of the' attendance ban- inspiration of the rally, they will wish 
ners by the two winning societies. to organize societies in'their churches. 
This means patient, persistent effort We try to find a "key person" in each 
on the part of the children's secre- church with whom correspondence 
taries, who carefully plan and prepare, may be established. By making. our 
then step aside and let the children rally the center' of the year's activi
themselves do the work. ties, we are constantly in communica-

Several weeks before the appointed tion with all our churches and Jearn 
time we select the rally date. A Sat- promptly of changes in leadership, dis-

577 
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banded or leaderless groups and newly 
organized societies. 

Preliminary announcements are 
sent to all leaders, asking them to re
serve the date and to begin planning 
for their delegations. In the outlying 
districts many arrange auto parties 
for this happy afternoon, asking fa
thers and good friends to bring their 
cars, fill them with children and make 
a jolly excursion of it. With this ad
vance announcement, samples of the 
printed song sheets to be used at the 
rally are enclosed, asking the leaders 
to use in their meetings the ones 
checked as rally songs. The song 
sheets are helpful but not necessary. 
Hymns familiar to the children and 
found in all hymn books may be spec
ified. The idea is that the children 
shall be practising them in advance as 
rally songs: 

Next in order comes the sending of 
letters to the groups chosen to be re
sponsible for definite features of the 
program. This is planned with the 
thought of having as many groups 
represented as possible, delegations 
from the societies which participate in 
the program being assured. In the 
salutes to the flags, for instance, we 
ask two societies to take their places 
on the platform, one to be responsible 
for holding the flag, the other to lead 
the salute. The thank-offering is di
vided equally between two previously 
announced children's objects, Foreign 
and Home. Before the offering is 
taken, representatives from two soci
eties present these objects. After the 
offering, another delegation repeats or 
sings the prayer of dedication. The 
welcome is given by a child of the 
entertaining church, a member of the 
missionary group if there is one, and 
the features on the program are an
nounced by a child. 

Two weeks before the "great day" 
another set of notices is dispatched, 
this time including the Sunday
schools where there is no organized 
work, giving a definite announcement 
of place and time, the attractions of 
the program, speaker and subject, and 
of the two attendance banners to be 

awarded to the societies (1) with the 
largest delegation of active members 
present, and (2) with the highest per
centage of members present. It is em
phasized that all ~hildren are invited 
to our World-Friendship Rally, but 
only organized societies may compete 
for the banners. These banners are 
held for one year, then are brought 
back to be again awarded. Should 
two societies tie, each of the winning 
groups keeps the banner for six 
months. There is a ruling that a so
ciety may not be awarded the same 
banner more than two consecutive 
years, but may compete for the other 
one. 

A child with loud, clear voice is 
chosen to give the roll call, asking the 
societies to give (1) number of mem
bers, (2) number of members present. 
This is checked behind the scenes by 
the award committee. We endeavor 
to have the rules fair to all and thor
oughly understood, and every precau
tion is taken to avoid error or misun
derstanding. 

The only adults to appear on the 
program are these: (1) The mission
ary speaker who is, if possible, some
one directly connected with one of our 
children's special objects, gives a talk 
limited to twenty minutes. (2) The 
children's secretary gives greetings, 
reviewing briefly the accomplishments 
of prayer, work and gifts for the year. 
She gives messages from the chil
dren's missionaries on the field, and 
presents goals for the coming year. 
(3) One of the associate children's 
secretaries . awards attendance ban
ners.' (4) The pastor gives the bene
diction. 

Of course, back of it all lies the 
cooperation of consecrated leaders of 
local groups, who stimulate the enthu
siasm of the children and encourage 
them in preparing their parts on the 
program. 

Following is one program used-it 
may be varied and adapted as desired. 

1. Welcome. 
2. Salute to Christian Flag. 
3. Bible Lesson. 
4. Prayer Service. 
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5. Devotional Song or Solo. 
6. Roll Call. 
7. Greeting from Children's Secre

tary. 
8. Offering Service. 
9. Missionary Sketch or Pageant. 

10. Rally Song. 
11. Missionary Talk. 
12. Award of Banners. 
13. Resolutions. 
14. Salute to American Flag. 
15. Rally Song; America the Beauti

ful. 
16. Benediction. 

This program was sent to the child
announcer in the following form, to be 
partly memorized and given as easily 
and naturally as possible: 

1. The first number on our program 
is a Welcome, given by ....... . 
'" ........... of ........... . 

2. Salute to the Christian Flag, led 
by ............ and ........ . 

3. The Bible Lesson will be in charge 
of ............ and ......... . 

4. Our Prayer Service will be led by 
.................. 

5. Song; The Lord's Prayer, by the 
children's societies of ........ . 
Church. 

6. The Roll Call of the Societies will 
now be taken by ............. . 
of ................... . 

7. We will now have a word of greet-
ing from .............. , Secre-
tary for Children's Missionary 
Work. 

8. Before we give our Thank Offer-
ing, ........... of ......... , 
and ........ of ........ will 
tell us about the Objects our 
Offering is going to. 
After the ushers have received 

our Offering, the dedication 
will be sung by ........... . 
Society. This is a special 
Thank Offering we are giving 
today and does not apply on 
our regular apportionments. 
The offering will now be 
taken. 

9. A Missionary Sketch .......... , 
by the ................ Band. 

10. We will rise and sing Rally Song 
No.2. 

11. We are happy to have with us to-
day, ................ , who has 
spent several years in ........ , 
where we have one of our For-
eign Objects, the ............ . 
Kindergarten. . ........ , will 
tell us about the children of 

12. We thank .......... for this very 
interesting talk, and are glad to 

know that the children of ..... . 
and the children of America are 
such good friends. That is why 
we are here today, because we 
want to be the friends of all the 
children of the world! Our at
tendance banners will now be 
awarded by .............. As-
sociate Secretary for Children's 
Work. 

13. Before we close our program, 
surely we want to thank the 
friends of ............ who so 
kindly invited us to hold our 
Rally in this Church; the 
ushers, the committees, Miss 
.......... , and all who have 
worked to give us this interest
ing, happy afternoon. Shall we 
give them a rising vote of 
thanks? 

14, 15 and 16. The last number on our 
program is the Salute to the 
American Flag, led by ....... . 
and ............... After the 
Salute we will remain standing 
and sing Rally Song No.1, 
America the Beautiful, and then 
Dr. .. .............. , pastor of 
this Church, will dismiss us with 
the benediction. 

During the get-together time, while 
the children are enjoying their little 
"party," the leaders gather around the 
tables where samples of handwork and 
mission study books and materials are 
displayed. There is a plentiful supply 
of free literature, posters, etc., de
scribing the objects the children sup
port. 

There has been some discussion as 
to the best time of the year to hold 
children's rallies. We have experi
mented with spring and fall rallies 
and are now receiving replies from a 
questionnaire sent out recently to our 
leaders. Some prefer the spring rally 
because it is a goal toward which to 
work during the winter; others vote 
in favor of fall rallies because they 
give ideas, objectives and inspiration 
for the new season's work. Some 
frankly admit they would like to have 
both! All agree that they find the 
rallies helpful and wish them contin
ued. 

We are convinced that the work with 
the boys and girls does count. They 
are the foundation of all future mis
sionary effort, and at our rallies we 
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take advantage of the opportunity to 
emphasize this thought; also the four
fold service PRAY-WORK-GIVE-GO 
is presented as a challenge to be con
sidered in the meetings of the local 
groups during the year. 

We find a further answer to the 
question,-"Does it pay?" as we look 
into the faces of these hundreds of 
eager, enthusiastic youngsters, repre
senting thirty to thirty-five organized 
missionary groups. These children 
are learning the advantages of world
friendship and the joy in service. 
They realize at our rallies that they 
are a part of a nation-wide organiza
tion of children, all praying, working 
and giving together for the other chil
dren of the world, and looking for
ward to the time when some of them 
may "GO" out as missionaries in the 
interests of world-friendship, world
peace· and world-redemption. 

Friendship School Bags for Mexico 

Following the very successful en
terprise carried out two years ago 
when the American school children 
sent "Friendship Dolls" to Japan to 

THE FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL BAG FOR 
MEXICAN CHILDREN 

cultivate international goodwill, this 
year the Committee on World Friend
ship Among Children has promoted 
the plan for sending "Friendship 
School Bags" from the children of the 

United States to the children of 
Mexico. 

The words in Spanish above the 
picture on the school bag may be 
translated, "World Friendship Among 
Children," and, underneath, "Good
will Greetings." The English words 
appear on the other side of the bag. 
Children, individually and in groups, 
from many churches, Sunday-schools, 
organizations, and sections of the 
country, plan to bridge the Rio Grande 
by sending to the Secretary of Edu
cation in Mexico City, throughout the 
summer months, good-will gift bags 
as a fitting sequel to the good will en
gendered by Ambassador Morrow and 
Colonel Lindbergh. The bags meas
ure twelve by fourteen inches and are 
made of durable artificial leather. 

The bags, or information concern
ing them, may be secured from the 
Committee on World Friendship 
Among Children, 289 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City. They should be filled 
with gifts treasured by boys and girls 
everywhere, which are being pur
chased for small amounts by the 
American children themselves. The 
bags also contain a leaflet of explana
tion, and eight pictures of historical 
and patriotic interest to both coun
tries. Some of the American children 
write letters to their Mexican cousins 
and enclose them in the bags. One 
of these reads as follows: 

My DEAR LITTLE MEXICAN GIRL: 

I hope you will enj oy the little pres
ents I am sending you. I wonder if in 
Mexico they started a letter like we do 
here in American schools. I am in the 
sixth grade in Mt. Hebron School, Upper 
Montclair, N. J. My name is Geneva 
Leach. Would you please write me and 
tell me your grade-school, town, state 
and name. 

I hope you like your school work. 
(Privilly I don't.) Please excuse my 
spelling and writing. I am enclosing 
and addressed envelope. Please write. 
I'm trying to write backhand. 

Lovingly your little 11 year old Amer-
ican friend, I am GENEVA LEACH. 

P. S.-If you could send me some old 
used up stamps, and your age. 
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WOMAN'S HOME MISSION BULLETIN 
EDITED BY FLORENCE E. QUINLAN, 105 EAST 22ND STREET, NEW YORK 

HOME MISSIONARY EDUCATION 

By E. JESSIE OGG, New York 
Ohairman} Joint Oommittee ott Home Mi8B101J 

Literature 

Home missionary education seeks to 
present the whole task of the Church 
in the homeland. It seeks so to pre
sent the facts that the Church may be 
more intelligent and act more wisely 
regarding the v a rio u s problems, 
whether these be racial questions, 
class distinctions, economic relation
ships or the one great underlying mo
tive of all-the winning of men, wom
en and children to a fullness of life in 
our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 

Last year an effort was made to see 
the missionary character of Christian
ity itself. Jesus as the first great mis
sionary with a world purpose, a world 
message and a world-wide love was 
studied. Then came the followers of 
the Master with their enlarging views 
of the task laid upon them. Pioneer 
missionaries to all parts of the world 
demonstrated the dynamic power of 
Christianity. 

After this view of the beginnings 
and inspiration of the missionary 
spirit it seems fitting to spend a year 
facing anew the task in America in 
the light of changing conditions. The 
study of the year by adult and young 
people's groups on the theme, "Home 
Missions Today" will be on the mes
sage of Christianity to the various 
peoples in America and the applica
tion of Christianity to the moaern 
problems of American life. 

the problems of the day are being met. 
He presents Christianity as a message 
for the whole of life; shows how 
Christianity carries a health message 
to sick bodies, brings enlightment to 
darkened minds and the revelation of 
love and salvation to lonely hearts 
and lives steeped in sin. Today's mes
sage of Christianity carries not only 
wholeness for the individual but a 
solution for the problems imbued in 
man's contacts in society. The reader 
is left with a forward look, a vision of 
what Christianity may accomplish in 
this land of ours when released for all 
of life of all men in their relationships 
one to another. 

For Seniors 

For seniors-youth of high school 
age-G. Bromley Oxnam has written 
out of his own rich experience with 
that age group a book entitled "Youth 
and the New America." The author 
seeks to prepare these boys and girls 
to make a contrihution by their liv
ing and thinking to the country in 
which they live. He reminds them of 
the rich heritage, religious and secu
lar, which is theirs; brings to their 
attention some of the outstanding 
problems of the day-industrial, racial 
and international; then proceeds to 
point a way whereby the rising gen
eration may help to usher in a new 
day by appropriating Jesus' teachings 
and applying them to these great prob
lems. 

For Intermediates 

Dr. William P. Shriver, who is de- "Meet Your United States!" is the 
voting his life through a denomina- title of the book to be used by interme
tional mission board to the solving of diates. The form of this book marks 
one of America's most acute problems, a new departure in method of treat
has written the text book for adults ment. It is designed for leaders of 
and young people, entitled, "What groups and presents a method of work 
Next in Home Missions?" Through rather than home mission stories. 
typical enterprises the author sets The author, Miss Mary Jenness, is a 
forth the manner in which some of successful teacher herself, has devoted 

681 
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time to studying the most modern 
methods and has worked out with 
groups of intermediates the various 
projects presented in the book. A 
leader may take the text and follow the 
projects rather closely or may under
take original work stimulated by sug
gestions in one special section of the 
book. The attempt is made to provide 
help for all leaders along a new line, 
but much latitude is left the individual 
in carrying out the course. 

For Juniors 

Alaska is the theme for juniors. 
Miss Katharine E. Gladfelter visited 
that far-off possession of the United 
States a year ago and from her experi
ence has written "Under the North 
Star." Miss Gladfelter is eminently 
fitted, both- from practical experience 
and board responsibility, to supply a 
book needed for work with juniors. 
The text presents stories and lessons 
by the project method and it further 
furnishes suggestions for pupil activi
ties, so that these little people may 
learn by doing and have built up in 
their minds ideas about Alaskan boys 
and girls which will promote sane, 
sound and Christian attitudes of one 
race toward the other. 

Materials for hand work are fur-
nished through "Alaska Eskimo House 
Cut-Out," which will be ready in the 
autumn, and an "Alaskan Picture 
Sheet," useful for note books and 
posters. This latter is a twelve page 
folder of pictures with interesting 
captions. 

In addition to the materials on 
Alaska, a book containing biographies 
of a number of great home mission
aries has been written for juniors by 
Harold B. Hunting, author of "Stories 
of Brotherhood." This latest produc
tion from his pen is entitled "A Book 
of Biographical Sketches" and will be 
published later in the year. 

For Primary Groups 

Primary groups will be following 
for the most part the same theme 
of study as juniors, that is, Alaska. 
Miss Gertrude C. Warner, a skillful 

primary teacher, as well as a gifted 
writer already known as the author of 
"The Box Car Children," has pro
duced "Windows into Alaska." This 
book is published in two forms, a 
teachers' edition, containing a course 
of lessons based on a series of stories, 
and an attractively illustrated gift 
edition comprising the stories alone. 
As a supplement to this book on 
Alaska, use of "The World in a Barn," 
by the same author published in 1927, 
is recommended. This is a good read
ing book and one chapter of it relates 
how the children built an Alaskan 
village. "Alaska Picture Stories" con
sists of four large pictures with a 
story about each written by Florence 
Crannel Means. 

Self-activity will be expressed in the 
use of "To the Land of the Eskimo," 
a cardboard folder of colored pictures 
ready to be punched out and set up to 
form an Eskimo village. Little hands 
will become occupied in arranging this 
village and thereby enter into the life 
of these far-away children. 

A second racial group is also pre
sented for study by primary groups, 
Miss Ethel M. Baader, a specialist in 
primary methods having furnished a 
project course on the Navajo Indians. 
The volume, entitled "Indian Play
mates of Navajo Land," contains ma
terial for the leader's background, 
worship services, stories and sugges
tions for handwork and dramatization. 
It is well for the children to become 
familiar with this primitive tribe who 
live isolated from civilization on their 
own reservation and whose children 
are in large part without school or 
play in their lives. "Indians of the 
Southwest Picture Sheet" supplements 
this book through the eye channel. 

It may be possible for many pri
mary groups to study in the course of 
the year both the Alaskan and the In
dian while others will find it neces
sary to choose one or the other. Lead
ers will decide which material will 
bring largest results with their own 
groups. The aim is to provide a cur
riculum to meet all needs. 
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WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSION BULLETIN 
EDITED BY ELLA D. MACLAURIN, 419 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

RETURNING FROM JERUSALEM 

By MRS. EVELYN RILEY NICHOLSON 

President Woman'8 Foreign Mis8ionary So
mety, Methodist Episcopal Ohurch 

The meeting of the International 
Council marks another milestone in 
missions, as did the Edinburgh Con
ference of 1910. We have traveled a 
long way since that eventful gather
ing. In nothing was that fact more 
evident than in the personnel of the 
two meetings. At Edinburgh there 
were only twenty-six representatives 
of the churches of the mission fields, 
although the conference delegates 
numbered 1,200. At Jerusalem, about 
one half of the delegates were mem
bers of the younger churches of the 
mission fields. They were on a parity 
in every way with the representatives 
of the churches of sending countries. 
They made as definite contributions 
on committees, on the platform, in ex
pounding the Word and by leading us 
into the "secret of His Presence." 
This fact makes the Jerusalem Coun
cil unique in the annals of interna
tional missions. It marks the new 
day which we hail with a song in our 
hearts. 

backgrounds of distinctly different 
cultures, conflicting national aspira
tions and racial prejudices served to 
make the situation more tense. As 
one delegate phrased it, "This is a 
dangerous meeting. We have more 
need of prayers than of speeches." 
More than one shared her fears dur
ing the first few days until the cement
ing work of the Holy Spirit began to 
evidence itself in a growing confidence 
and unity. One was often reminded 
of that other Council at Jerusalem re
garding the new churches of the mis
sion field when "there had been much 
disputing," but when agreement was 
reached, as Stanley Jones reminded 
us, on the basis of what "seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost and to us." Espe
cially was the unifying power of the 
living Christ evident when the report 
of the committee on "The Christian 
Message" was read. It was based on 
the preliminary study of specially pre
pared papers, on non-Christian sys
tems, as compared with Christianity. 
It fairly appraised their values, but so 
clearly and cogently expressed the vi
talities of the Christian faith, so po
tently made Christ the unique and suf
ficient Saviour of all mankind that the 

To be sure, the new day brings its audience as one individual breathed 
own problems, questionings, readjust- its assent in hushed and reverent 
ments. According to natural expecta- tones, whether of Confucian, Islamic 
tions, the meeting on the Mount of 
Olives, should have blown into a thou- or Christian "background." We knew 
sand pieces. It was made up of as di- ourselves one in Christ in that hour, 
verse elements as could well have been and one in determination to make 
selected-representatives of rival po- Him known to a needy world. 
litical powers; of state churches and There was surprising unanimity, 
"free"; of conservatives and modern- also, on the other reports as finally 
ists; of black, yellow, brown and presented. The Committee on Indus
white races. They met, not to discuss try, of which Bishop F. J. McConnell 
generalities on which they might was chairman, and of which Harold 
agree, but to face frankly, fearlessly, Grimshaw of the International Labor 
the sensitive, irritating questions Office, was a member, brought in a 
a r 0 u n d which misunderstandings fearless and far-reaching report on 
might form. Barriers of language, the obligations of Christian bodies to-
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ward forced labor, children and wom
en in industry, exploitation of back
ward peoples and the Christianizing 
of the whole social order. Toe Com
mittee on Racial Relationships called 
on Christians to practice and preach 
equality in the right to hold property, 
to enter all occupations and profes
sions, the right to the functions of 
citizenship. The injustices practiced 
by ruling nations on subject peoples 
were frankly charged. Measures to 
debar colored races from missionary 
service were strongly condemned, imd 
the desire of American Negro Chris
tians to engage in missionary work in 
Africa was approved. 

The frank discussion of the relation 
of the churches of the mission field to 
those of the sending countries brought 
out the desi·re for self-determination 
and naturalization, but it also gave 
vigorous emphasis to the desire for 
fellowship as an integral part of the 
Church universal and to the fact that 
the help of the Western world is needed 
in the occupation of new fields, the 
maintenance of buildings, the service 
of hospitals, schools, literature and 
every instrument of evangelism. The 
task is barely begun. 

The Council realized the need for 
reorganization in order to admit to 
equal responsibility in facing the mag
nitude of the task, the strengt;h of the 
newer churches. In an enlarged sense, 
therefore, it becomes international, 
and its Standing Committee now in
cludes members of twenty-six national 
councils. The committee numbers thir
ty-seven, of whom, regrettably, only 
two are women. Sentiment is grow
ing, howev~r, in the direction of a1-
l(}wing womet! to make their fuUejilt 
contribution in the task of werld evan, 
gelization. It was heartening to note 
the very significant help given by 
women of the Orient-of whom our 
Helen Kim was one-on the various 
committees. Women were in a minor
ity in the Council-three fourths of 
the delegations sent no women-but 
they were so generously treated by the 
Chairman, Dr. John R. Mott, that their 
yoic!ls were h~ard on nearlr every 

question. Particularly valuable was 
their contribution when, under the 
discussion of the non-Christian re
ligious sYfltems, the women of the East 
told what these systems had failed to 
do for womanhood. Said Mrs. Ku
bushiro of Japan, "No religion brought 
to Japan-Buddhism, Shintoism, Con
fucianism-ever recognized woman as 
a person. Christianity has sown seeds 
which are giving woman her place." 
Similar testimonies to the redeeming 
and releasing power of the Gospel were 
given by the women of Persia, India, 
China, Korea. References were made 
to these speeches again and again, and 
doubtless they will bear fruit in fur
ther unleashing of the power of wom
an for the service of her Master. 

And now the delegates are hastening 
across oceans and continents to the 
ends of the earth. They achieved' 
unity in Christ, and go their ways, 
conscious, as one phrased it, that they 
are "integrated" in fellowship. Said 
Dr. Braga, "You have taken Latin 
America on to your mission map: 
Henceforth the little worshiping con
gregations of my country may feel 
themselves a part of the Christian 
world." Said a lonely missionary, "I 
have looked clear oVer the world and 
have entered into the strivings, the 
sufferings and the hopes of all mart~ 
kind." 

In their eagerness to become in
digenous there is danger that the 
newer churches become sectional, iso
lated and narrow. East and West 
need each other. The body of Christ 
must not be dismembered: One of 
the functions of the Council is to make 
its members conscious' of their inter
dependability. ThiJ;l it has achieved. 
Through C6rPorat~ prayer this unity 
must be maintained, . and tQgether, 
black and brown; white and yellow, 
may build the new earth in which 
dwelleth righteousness. The magni
tude of the task calls for the utter sur
render of self and the employment of 
every spiritual resource. The pro
gram of Jerusalem is an expanding 
and compelling one. Who is sufficient 

for these thinp? . 



electronic file created by cafis.org

.OPICS OF THE TIME 
The Greatness of the 'rask 

N OONE can survey this issue 
of the REVIEW without real
izing more fully the magni

tude and variety of the Home 
Missionary enterprise. The task 
includes not only the giving of the 
Gospel of Christ to the millions of 
the unsaved in our American cities 
and rural districts but the educa
tion of the coming generations and 
an effort to apply the teachings of 
Christ to industrial, social and 
political life. 

and educated, but churches must 
be organized and . built, and the 
work of Christ must be established 
so as to be self-supporting and 
with evidence of true vitality. 

The field is so large that the 
Home Mission articles to cover th€! 
field could not all be published in. 
this number. Later will appear 
articles on "The Mormon Church'" 
by Dr. Wm. M. Paden; on 
"Alaska" by Rev. A. J. Mont
gomery; on "Industrial Workers 
and the Church" by Dr. John Mc
Dowell; "The Mountaineers of the 
South" by Dean Baird of Berea 
College; "The Needs of the 
Western Frontier" by Bishop 
Barnwell of Idaho; "The Church 
and the Un evangelized" by Dr. A. 
Z. Conrad of Boston; "Bible Dis
tribution on the Pacific Coast" by 
Rev. A. Wesley Mell; "The Amer
ican Indians Fifty Years Ago and 
Now" by J. M. Cornelison; "The 
Spanish - Americans Under Our 
Flag" by Rev. Charles A. Thomson 
and other papers of vital im
portance. 

Formerly Home Missions chiefly 
comprised pioneer work in fron
tier settlements and among In
dians. Today it covers a territory 
as large as China and India com
bined; it has in its extensive 
parish almost as many men, wom
en and children as are found in 
the whole continent of Africa. 
These people speak some sixty or 
more languages and have many 
different religions. They include 
nearly twenty million natives of 
Europe; twelve million Negroes 
and mulattoes whose parents were 
forcibly brought from Africa; the 
descendants of the aboriginal In- The Real Task of Home Missions, 
dians and Eskimos of America; W HEN our Lord commis-
Orientals from Japan, China, . ' sioned His disciples to go 
Korea, India, Malaysia and the out and evangelize the 
Moslem East; the mountaineers world, He directed them to "begin 
an<J !'Georgia Cl"al!:e'l's" of the at Jerusalem." There was an 
Southern States; the lumbermen, abundance of religion there and 
harvesters, 1jshermen, soldie'l's, the p~ople were highly educated 
sailors and other migrant workers. acc(lrding to the ideas of the day. 
Not only must the unevangelized In t;Uany ways they were above the 
~nd non-<)hristillns b~ t:lvangelized intellectua~ !J.n9. spiritJl.al status of 

~§§ • 
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their neighbors. Evidently it is 
not enough if the people of our 
land are intellectually trained or 
are "religious." 

Christ put one command on His 
disciples who themselves believed 
in Him and followed His Way of 
Life; that command was to bear 
witness to Him. It was not first 
of all to agitate for a change in the 
political policies of the nation, to 
inaugurate temperance, purity or 
other reform movements; it was 
not to promote a better relation
ship between the races or between 
employers and employees; they 
were not directed to change the 
Jewish educational system or work 
for Church unity. Many of these 
and other transformations were 
expected to result from the carry
ing out of the main commission of 
Christ. That commission, to bear 
witness to Him, included personal 
testimony, founded on personal 
knowledge of the purpose and 
power of Christ to save men from 
sin and its deadly consequences. 
Their witness included testimony 
to their faith that He was, as He 
claimed to be, the Son of God who 
came to earth to reveal the father 
and His offer of Life; that He 
lived a perfect life and taught the 
Way of Life; that He died as a 
willing sacrifice on the cross to 
save men from sin and its penalty; 
that He rose again from the dead 
and appeared to His disciples to 
prove His victory over death and 
the certainty of immortality; that 
He ascended alive, with his resur
rection body, into Heaven where 
He lives in power and from whence 
He will come again to reign. 

Has Christ's commission changed 
today? Until men and women, as 
individuals, accept the claims and 
revelation of Christ as to Himself, 
His mission and His Way of Life, 

there is no ground for hope that 
they will be willing to accept His 
principles or to apply His teach
ings as a rule of conduct. Men 
must first become His disciples and 
followers before they will accept 
His laws of the Kingdom to govern 
themselves and their human rela
tions. If we are to follow the com
mand of Jesus Christ the real task 
of the Church today in the Home 
Mission field is first to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ, by words and by 
life, as the Son of God and only 
Saviour of men; that new life and 
power comes by personal surrender 
to Him and submission to His con
trol; that the eternal life is gained, 
not by our good works but by the 
death of Christ for us. 

This is the Gospel that turned 
the world upside down in the days 
of the Apostle Paul. It is the Gos
pel that won over all opposition of 
worldliness, unbelief and political 
ambition in the days of Rome; it 
is the Gospel that gave effective
ness to the Reformation in Europe; 
it is the Gospel that has proved its 
power in America and throughout 
the world, wherever it has been 
practiced with vital faith and con
sistent life. 

Is the chief task of Home Mis
sions today anything else than to 
bear witness by word and by life 
to this Gospel so that the Holy 
Spirit will convict men of sin, of 
righteousness and of judgment and 
so that those who believe will enter 
into Life and will, in turn, become 
living witnesses to Christ among 
their fellow-men? 

It has been abundantly proved 
that when the living seed is planted 
in good soil it will grow and spread 
and bear fruit. It is the Home 
missionaries' task to plant this liv
ing seed, to water it and to pray 
God to give the increase. 
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NORTH AMERICA 

Bibles for Aviators 

AGOLD-LETTERED German Bible, 
printed in New York City by the 

American Bible Society, was pre
sented to Baron Gunther von Huene
feld for the crew of the Bremen on 
May 1st by Rev. George William 
Brown, General Secretary of the So
ciety. The inscription included in 
German lettering the Baron's sum
mary of the flight: "Durch, Gottes 
Gnade Gerettet," (saved through the 
grace of God). Leather-bound copies 
of the New Testament, with a gold 
superimposed airplane on the cover, 
were also given to Baron von Huene
feld, Captain Koehl and Major Fitz
maurice by the Society. 

Increased Gifts to Missions 

offered to match dollar for dollar any 
contributions in excess of the total for 
last year, up to a limit of $250,000. 
Donations received through regular 
channels; from churches and indi
viduals, aggregated about $320,000 
more than the year before. With Mr. 
Rockefeller's $250,000 added, this 
makes the actual net gain $570,000. 
The receipts now reported are the 
largest in three years. Mr. Rocke
feller has made an identical offer ap
plicable to the fiscal year that began 
May 1st. He gives $250,000 outright, 
as he did last year, and offers an addi
tional $250,000 conditionally, on the 
same terms as before. 

AD1erican Tract Society 

THIS organization held its one hun-
dred and third annual meeting in 

New York City on May 2d. All the 

TWO of the leading denominational present officers of the Society were re
mission boards are rejoicing over elected for the ensuing year. The aft

their financial status. The Southern ernoon meeting was followed by a 
Presbyterians had been threatened Bun y a n Tercentenary Dinner, at 
with a cut in their foreign work next which Hon. P. Whitwell Wilson spoke 
year, but the receipts for the year on "The Burden of Bunyan," and 
which ended March 31st were suffi- Maurice H. H. Joachim, a native of 
cient to prevent this, and also to wipe India, on "Pilgrim's Progress from 
out a large part of the deficit which the Oriental Viewpoint." The ban
has been carried for several years. quet was held on the eve of a drive for 
The Executive Committee of Foreign a $50,000 Bunyan Tercentenary Fund 
Missions received from all sources for to reprint Bunyan's books in English 
the year $1,662,443. The deficit on and "Pilgrim's Progress" in many lan
March 31, 1928, was only $131,898. guages now out of print. The report 
The deficit reported a year ago was of the General Secretary, Dr. Wm. H. 
$289,947. Matthews, showed a much larger work 

With the total receipts of approxi- accomplished than the Society has been 
mately $5,000,000 for the fiscal year able to do for many years. Recent 
which ended April 30th, Northern propaganda of atheistic associations 
Baptists not only met the conditions has stirred Christian people to the 
which entitle their missionary organ- necessity of publishing and distribut
izations to the offer made by John ing more Christian literature to coun
D. Rockefeller, Jr., but went far be- teract the activities of such organiza
yond the mark set. Mr. Rockefeller tions. 
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Methodist Home Rule Abroad 

THE General Conference of the 
M.eth{)dist Episcopal Church, meet

ing in Kansas City, Mo., in May, 
passed a constitutional amendmenf. 
which, if ratified by two thirds of the 
117 local annual conferences, will give 
Methodists in other lands now affili
ated with the American church the 
power to elect their own bishops and 
govern their own affairs. The issue 
was brought in by a special commis
sion of twenty-five delegates, eleven 
of them from conferences outside the 
United States. This commission was 
headed by Dr. Lewis O. Hartman of 
Boston, editor of Zion's Herald, who 
said, in speaking on the question: 

We are going back to Wesley. From 
England, in tJ:1e days of the Revolution
ary War, he sent out emissaries of 
Methodism who were to allow America 
to organize and rule its own Methodist 
Church. From America, now, 'We send 
out emissaries to start self-governing 
and independent Methodist churches in 
all parts of the world. We will stand 
united in this diversity, one power be
fore God, democratic and Christian, 
truly. It is the secret of a 'World Meth-.. 
odist church. . 

Gifts from a Mission Church 

THE Church of All Nations of New 
York City, an institution conduct

ed by the Board of Home Missions 
and Church Extension of the Metho
dist Episcopal Church, contributed on 
Easter Sunday, through its various 
congregations, a total of $567.72 for 
World Service causes, that is, for mis
sionary 'Work outside of the local 
church program. The Russian group 
gave $87.72, the Chinese, $130, the 
Italian $100, and the International 
group $250. For World Service this 
year the Church of All Nations gave 
$1,085. During the same time the 
people contributed for annual confer
ence benevolences a total of $8,847. 
The significance of this report lies in 
the fact that the Church of All Na
tions is a missionary institution lo
cated on the lower East Side of New 
York City, and that the record covers 
~ . period during which the cQmmu-

nity has suffered one of the worst un
employment crises in its history. In 
a year when one might reasonably 
have expected a decrease, these loyal 
people have responded with an in
crease which is both an encourage
ment and a challenge. 

American-Born Japanese Problems 

KAZUO KAWAI, who, though he 
holds the B.A. and M.A. degrees 

from Leland Stanford University, can 
get nothing to do but sell vegetables, 
contributes to World Call an article on 
the problems of the second-generation 
Japanese in the. United States, of 
whom there are some 60,000 on the 
Pacific Coast mainland, not counting 
Hawaii. He says: "Having been edu
cated in this country, they speak noth
ing but English. Having been raised 
in this country, their ideals, their psy
chology, their attitude toward life, are 
typically American. They are Ameri
cans in all but physical appearance. 
They know nothing of Japan. The 
American-born Japanese is realizing 
bitterly the fact that he has succeeded 
too well in becoming Americanized. 
If he had remained like his immigrant 
laborer parents, America would have 
given him some work to do, humble 
though it would have been. But he 
has made himself unfitted for these 
cruder forms of work by acquiring 
skilled training. He has gone through 
American universities, often loading 
himself with honors and demonstrat
ing unusual ability, only to be told 
that there is no place in American in
dustrial life for a successfully Amer- . 
icanized Japanese." 

Work for Mormons in Canada 

THE Utah Gospel Mission an
nounces: "For many years we 

have wished to get our Bible truths 
into touch with the considerable num
ber of Mormons in Alberta Province, 
Canada, directly north of Utah-Idaho 
Mormonism. In 1923 an imposing 
'temple' to Mormonism was dedicated 
there, at a cost stated at $750,000; 
and mainly in that reg-ion there are 
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about 10,000 of the Utah brand of 
Mormons, who surely need the real 
Gospel as much as perhaps anybody. 
We have had with us one or two Cana
dian missionaries at different times, 
and have broached the matter of 
whether one or more could not un
dertake the work of visiting these 
Alberta people. At last arrangements 
have been possible, and Brother John 
Lowry is now starting for that field, 
under engagement to prosecute the 
work for six months, Providence per
mitting, and as much longer as may 
be feasible. He will follow the same 
methods as we do in our usual fields; 
and we earnestly hope for a large 
measure of success both in direct gos
pel work and in helping the people to 
see the great truths of the Bible in 
distinction from the vast and danger
ous errors of Mormonism." 

Christian Eskimo Community 

AT POINT BARROW, Alaska, where 
.tl. Captain Wilkins began his recent 
Arctic flight, stands the only hospital 
built within the Arctic Circle. It was 
erected by the Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions and serves a parish 
one thousand miles long on the north
ern shore of Alaska. Here are located 
three Presbyterian churches minister
ing to a thousand natives. This work 
was begun in 1890 by Dr. Sheldon 
Jackson who secured the use of a room 
in a refuge station for the first 
Eskimo school. Later the school was 
taken over by the Governme~t and the 
mission concentrated on medical and 
evangelistic work. The hosIlital was 
built in 1921. Dr. A. W. Newhall, in 
charge of the hospital, lists the fol
lowing encouraging points: 

Every Eskimo in the village attends 
every service as a rule. 

Everyone in the audience sings or tries 
to, thus making a joyful noise. 

Every man, young or old, will pray 
publicly and consider it a privilege. 

Every _Eskimo in the place over four
teen is 'a'member of the church. 

Every Sunday-school teacher attends 
every training class weekly as a rule. 

Every man is willing to do janitor 
work at church when requested by the 
Eskimo deacons. 

Eskimoes as a whole are honest and 
will not lie-few exceptions. 

There are no swear words in the 
Eskimo language. 

In these northern regions none of the 
Eskimo drink booze, desire to, or make it. 

Porio Ricans in New York 

PORTO RICAN evangelical Chris
tians are well represented among 

the tens and perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of Spanish-speaking peo
ple ih Greater New York. There is a 
Porto Rican Brotherhood with attrac
tive headquarters, and various other 
Porto Rican organizations. Five hun
dred and fifteen Porto Ricans are at
tending colleges in continental United 
States, many of them in New York 
City. Recently, Dr. Orts Gonzalez, 
editor of La Nueva Democracia, one 
of the cooperative enterprises aided 
by the American Missionary Associa
tion, addressed an audience of over 
three hundred in the Spanish Evan
gelical Church in New York City, and 
thirty new members were received in
to membership. One of the deacons 
administering the Communion service 
was a coal-black Porto Rican Negro, 
from the neighborhood of the Blanche 
Kellogg Institute. There were several 
other Negroes in the audience, but 
apparently no race problem. The pub
lic schools of Porto Rico employ 733 
Negro teachers out of a total of 4,500. 
"Perhaps," says The Congregational. 
ist, whi~h gives these facts, "Porto 
Rico can help us somewhat in our 
problems of race adjustment." 

LATIN AMERICA 
Evangelical Books in Spani.h 

AMONG the activities carried on in 
fl. the past ten years by the Litera
ture Committee of the Committee on 
Cooperation in Latin America are the 
following: Dr. Juan Orts Gonzalez, 
a converted Spanish priest who, in ad
dition to his Roman Catholic training 
in the universities of Spain, had been 
graduated from a Presbyterian theo
logical seminary in the United States 
and had experience as a Protestant 
missionary in Cuba, was employed as 
editorial secretary. The first task was 
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to let all the various Spanish-speaking 
mission fields know, through the pub
lication of a bibliography, what each 
was producing. The second step was 
to secure the publication of new books, 
either translations or original works. 
Questionnaires were sent to mission
aries to discover for what books there 
was the greatest demand. Then an 
effort was made to have denomina
tional presses accept responsibility for 
publishing some of these. All in all 
there are now available for the evan
gelical minister's library 480 different 
religious books in Spanish. The com
mittee is now working on a new Span
ish hymnal. It also publishes a 
monthly magazine, The New Democ
racy. 

Education in Nicaragua 

THE school supported by the Amer
ican Baptist Home Mission Society 

and the Woman's Home Mission So
ciety in Managua, Nicaragua, has au
thority from the Government to con
fer the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
This is not the equivalent of a Bache
lor of Arts degree in a North Ameri
can college, but represents consider
able work beyond the North American 
high school. It is based on the French 
system of a lycee and prepares one for 
professional courses in a university. 
Of a class of three which was gradu
ated in 1928, one went to Mexico to 
study medicine. He is an enthusiastic 
Christian and good lay preacher. A 
girl graduate has continued in the 
Managua school as a teacher. The 
majority of the students in the higher 
grades are m e m b e r s of Baptist 
churches and will become intelligent 
leaders in Nicaragua. The boys in 
the boarding department number 
twenty, and the building is being en
larged to accommodate ten more boys. 

Hostels fol' Mexican Students 

THE provision of homelike living 
quarters, under missionary aus

pices, where students in government 
schools can be brought under Chris
tian influences, is a comparatively new 

type of work now being carried on 
successfully in several Latin Ameri
can cities. In Tixtla, Mexico, the 
Federal Government has opened a new 
school for the training of rural teach
ers, occupying a large house on the 
central plaza and facing the parish 
church. The hostel for men conducted 
by Southern Presbyterian mission
aries occupies a house on another side 
of the plaza, while the hostel for wom
en has an almost palatial residence on 
the fourth side, once the home of Gen
eral Vicente Guerrero, the great 
leader in the war of independence. 
Here is a state school cooperating 
with two missionary hostels, which 
furnish living quarters for its stu
dents while the Government pays the 
salary of three Presbyterian teachers 
in the school who also live in the 
hostels. Rev. William Wallace writes: 

We have joined hands with the Gov
ernment in a tremendous program of 
education. They are providing the in
tellectual equipment while we are build
ing character, without which any school 
program is doomed to failure. 

A Seminar on Mexico 

THIS title was given to the selected 
group of American citizens under 

Congregational leadership who, in 
April, 1926, and in January, 1927, 
made a first-hand, sympathetic study 
of conditions in Mexico, and who since 
their return have sought in many 
ways, especially by lectures and ar
ticles, to interpret the hopes and ideals 
of the people of Mexico to the people 
of the United States. A similar group 
under the direction of Rev. Hubert C. 
Herring, D.D., expect to spend three 
weeks, July 5th to 26th, in Mexico 
City. The announcement of the trip 
reads in part: 

A group of citizens of the United 
States will meet in Mexico City for three 
weeks in July, 1928. During this period, 
they wiIl have the opportunity of hear
ing from the lips of the men who control 
the situation in our neighboring republic 
the story of the purposes and hopes ()f 
the Mexican people. They will hear 
about oil laws, land reforms, educational 
policies. They will hear about labor 
movements, church questions, and eco-
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nomic tendencies. They will see Mexi
can schools, churches, public works, 
mines. They will have ample time in and 
around Mexico's capital to talk with the 
people, and to ask questions. They will 
hear the music of Mexico, see its art, 
visit its places of historic interest. 

Gamhling at Church Feuts 

RICARDO JIMENEZ, President of 
Costa Rica, is praised for his 

"courage, uprightness, and patriot
ism" by the Latin American Evangel
is,t, which, as an illustration of his 
character, quotes the following inci
dent from a paper published in Costa 
Rica: "When in the Central Park the 
church feast, organized for the collec
tion of funds by the Venerable Coun
cil of the Metropolitan Cathedral with 
the help of all the local priests, was 
about to begin, it was seen that the 
gaming tables were set up and that as 
usual the people thronged to them. 
From the President's house orders 
were transmitted by telephone that 
these tables should be immediately 
taken away. The Chief of Police at 
once put into effect the law which pro
hibits gambling and with a piquet of 
gendarmes saw to it that the Presi-
dent's orders were respected ..... . 
Naturally, the fact that gambling was 
not allowed meant a big slump in the 
church's gains and took away all ani
mation from the feast." 

Argentine River MissiGn 

THIS mission, founded by E. A. 
Strange and F. Hesse, with head

quarters at Tigre, Argentina, seeks to 
evangelize the people of fifteen differ
ent nationalities who dwell on the 
banks of the River Parana in its 
southern portion, its tributaries and 
the group of islands split up by 250 
rivers and creeks known as the Delta. 
The prospectus of the Mission de
scribes its equipment as consisting of 
"the launch Buenas Nuevas for long 
journeys, and the launch Evangelista 
for day trips, two rowing boats for 
evangelizing small creeks, and a gos
pel hall and home in the Delta." Mr. 
Strange writes: "You can understand 
the varying shades of religion there 

are among the fifteen different nation
alities represented here, and the great 
difficulty we have in evangelizing. 
Our parish, including Tigre the base, 
represents a population of about forty 
thousand." 

EUROPE 
Annual C. M. S. RepGrt 

THE following summary of the re
port presented at the annual meet

ing of the Church Missionary Society 
in Queen's Hall, London, May 1st, is 
given by The Christian (London): 
"In Africa, with constant expansion, 
there is adaptation to changed condi
tions, while cooperation between gov
ernments and missions in the sphere 
of education is being carried into prac
tical effect. In Egypt, the Anglican 
Church shows signs of healthy growth 
and development. In Persia, there is 
the hope of securing a united Church. 
In India, men and women are coming 
forward openly to avow themselves the 
followers of Christ. In Ceylon, the 
Holy Spirit is moving in the hearts of 
men and women. In China, the 
Church stands stronger and purer 
than before, with a keener sense of 
eternal values and a greater deter
mination to make its witness clear and 
penetrating. With an expenditure 
amounting to £484,000, the net in
crease in the deficit is £11,000, which 
brings the total deficit up to £88,000." 

Medical Mls.iGnary Association 

THIS organization, established fifty 
years ago, with headquarters in 

London, has the following objects: 
(1) To aid suitable Christian men 
and women who desire to become med
ical missionaries. It has a hostel for 
men at Highbury, where the students 
live during their five years' course of 
study for full legal qualification at one 
of the medical colleges of London. 
The women take a similar medical 
course at the School of Medicine for 
Women. During this period it is 
sought to strengthen the spiritual life 
of the students by Bible study, to sur
round them with a strong Christian 
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arid milOSibnar,y atmosphere, and to eu
courage such spiritual activities as are 
compatible with professional studies. 
(2) To promote interest in medical 
missions among medical students in 
London. (3) To diffuse information 
as to medical missions by means of 
lectures, meetings, and the publication 
of the magazine, Conquest by Healing. 
(4) To make grants or otherwise help 
existing work abroad, as funds are 
provided. It does not itself conduct 
foreign missionary work. But it has 
helpdd to provide more than sixty med
ical'missionaries, who have worked or 
are now working in connection with 
some fifteen missionary societies; thus 
the Association, itself undenomina
tional, acts as a bond of union between 
the various societies which are repre
sented on its executive committee. 

Books for Lighthouse Keepera 

THE Lighthouse Literature Mis
sion of Belfast was founded in 

1904 by Mr. Samuel H. Strain, a Bel
fast business man who carries on this 
work without compensation as a Chris
tia'n avocation. The literature sent 
out is all soundly evangelical, Spur
geon's sermons, and the like. Prac
tically every parcel. is accompanied by 
a personal letter, and· there is suitable 
literature for the children in remote 
lighthouses. .The report of this mis
sion throws a sharp light on the life 
of those to whom it ministers. One 
girl writes from a lighthouse in 
Alaska, "My father has just six years 
more to serve, and then I shall be able 
to go to church on Sundays." Last 
Year Mr. Strain sent Qut a thousand 
letters and six hundred parcels of lit
erature, ranging from Antartic Trista 
de Cunha to Arctic Alaska, and the 
world around. 

Ge .. man Church Life Today 

J0'ffN M. THOMSON, Educl;1tional 
Work Secretary of the Scottish 

National Y. M. C. A., writes after a 
recent visit to Germany: "In the last 
ten years the Protestant Church in 
Germany has passed through a very 
severe time of testing ...... Two ten-

dencies in the present life of. the 
Church are perhaps worthy of notice. 
The Lutheran Church has never relied 
on the Sunday-school as much as· have 
the churches. in. the English-speaking 
world, partly because it was satisfied 
with the teaching in the schools. But 
now there is: a strong movement for 
the developmerit Of the Kindergott68-
dienst (Children'~ Service of W or
ship). Thos'eWinterested in this are 
11O~sliiw". a special conference or sum
mer SC11001 at Eisenach in September. 
There -is also a strong movement to
wards reviving the use of the old 
German chorales. In the last fifty 
years there has been a considerable 
use of what they regard, I regret to 
say, as typical, English hymns, i. e. 
translations ·of Moody and Sankey. 
The return to the chorale receives an 
additional impetus from the example 
of the secular youth movements, whose 
high standards of musical taste lead 
them to sing Bach.and Palestrina as 
music, if not as religion." 

Vodka Drinking Increasing 

SPEAKING in Moscow at the Con
gress of the Communist youth Or

ganization, Which has 2,500,000 mem
bers, Nikolai Bukharin said: "Al
coholism has become a direct social 
danger. There are cases of workers 
spending fourteen or fifteen per cent 
of their wages on drink. This is not 
an exceptional figure. Even Lenin
grad sometimes surpasses its pre-war 
'record' in the number of drunks." 

The Alliance Weekly makes the fol
lowing statement:' "The manufacture 
and sale of vodka is considered the 
most important and surest item in the 
budget of the Sovjet Government, last 
year's net income from it being nearly 
$150,000,000. Needless to say, the 
Government is making every effort to 
increase its sale, although the con
sumption in 1927, the highest figures 
reached, was forty times greater than 
in 1926. At Leningrad alone the 
death toll from alcohol increased six
fold, while the increase of drunken
ness throughout the country is tre
mendous. Some communities are pe-
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titioning the Government to 'remove 
this curse,' and the press is actively 
supporting the 'new society to fight 
drinking' which intends to establish 
homes for the cure of inebriates." 

"Christ-Believing Jews" 

REV. GISLE JOHNSON, a Nor
wegian Christian missionary to 

the Jews for more than a quarter of a 
century and for the past six years 
located in Budapest, Hungary, is 
quoted in The Lutheran as· follows: 
"A Society of Christ-Believing Jews 
is the name of a group of baptized 
and unbaptized Jews, men and wom
en, C who· have for some time banded 
themselves together in Budapest. The 
name itself indicates the inner strug
gle experienced before it became clear 
how they' should appear before the 
world. Christ-believing Jews! Hence 
not Christian Jews! For whoever 
wishes to be known as a Christian Jew 
acknowledges that he is first and fore
most a Christian; while a Christ-be
lieving Jew considers himself first and 
foremost a Jew . ., The outcome 
will depend altogether on how success
ful the deepening of the spiritual con
sciousness will be, the necessity of 
which, is fortunately" recognized by 
our friends." 

Welfare Work in Macedonia 

REV. WILLIAM C. EMHARDT, 
Ph.D., a Field Director of the Na

tional Council of the Protestant Epis
copal Church, writes after a recent 
visit to Greece: "Macedonia as it 
exists today will, I believe, be recorded 
in history as one of the wonders of 
the world. ~ know of no other in
stance in history where a population of 
1,400,000 refugees, both co-national
ists and foreigners, have been ex
tended hospitality, colonized, and 
started on the way toward self-sup
port. This has been done in Greece in 
about five years. The achievement as
sumes greater proportion when we re
call that Greece formerly contained 
less than five million people, war
wearied and impoverished. Through
out the length and breadth of Greece, 

6 

and especially in Macedonia, we find 
well-established villages, averaging 
from five hundred to several thousand 
souls. Houses which compare favor
ably with the peasant homes of neigh
boring Serbia or Italy have been 
erected, seed and cattle have been sup
plied, industries inaugurated, schools 
,and churches erected. The average 
cost per family has averaged £55 as 
compared with an expenditure of £850 
per family'in Palestine." 

New Movement in Greek Church 

REV. SAMUEL McCREACAVERT, 
Secretary of the Federal Council 

of Churches, who hall recently been 
studying the ancient Eastern Churches, 
writes: "In Greece a new force known 
as the Zoe Brotherhood (Zoe is the 
Gre,ek word for life) promises greatly 
to enrich the spiritual life of the 
church. This brotherhood includes 
both clergy and laity, who have alike 
renounced worldly ease, are bound to
gether in a democratic society under 
the motto 'For me to live is Christ,' 
and aTe sounding the notes of sim
plicity and reality in the religious life. 
It may almost be described as a home 
missionary agency, and seems to be 
bringing about something of a revival 
of preaching in many Greek churches, 
a greatly-needed emphasis in a church 
in which religious instruction has had 
far too small a place as compared with 
ritualistic observance. The brother
hood is also producing popular pam
phlets on religious subjects and pub
lishing a weekly religious paper which 
is developing a large circulation. The 
lay members of the movement who 
engage in business pledge themselves 
to live in great simplicity so as to de
vote'much of their earnings to the pur-

. poses of the movement." The begin
nings of this movement were noted in 
the May, 1927, REVIEW. 

AFRIqA 
"Many Tong~~8n 

REV. W. C. JOHNSTON, of the 
Presbyterian West Africa Mis

sion, tells a story that recalls the many 
languages of Pentecost: He was hold-
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ing a communion service at Bafia, at 
which more than three thousand were 
present. As the people belonged to 
various tribes that used very distinct 
languages, they were pl~ced in lingual 
groups where the voice of an inter
preter could easily reach all who spoke 
that particular language. Then he 
adds: "I preached in Bulu, and three 
young men translated into different 
native languages to their people-all 
speaking at once. Then the French 
Administrator was seated on the plat
form, and the French school teacher 
translated the sermon into French for 
him, so that there were four inter
preters going at the same time." The 
Presbyterian comments: "The whole 
story of missionary triumphs in that 
section of West Africa is an echo of 
the apostolic- victories of the early 
Church." 

Sunday-School Methods in Egypt 

THE World's Sunday-School Asso
ciation through its Moslem Lands 

Committee at Cairo serves all missions 
and churches engaged in Bible-school 
work. This is done by: (1) Produc
ing Sunday-school literature in Arabic. 
Nine books and fifteen pamphlets have 
been published and are widely used. 
(2) Helping to develop fifteen confer
ences for teachers held in various 
cities each year by the Evangelical 
Church. (3) Aiding with pictures 
and teacher-training the classes for 
street children in the slums of the 
great cities. (4) Inspirational and 
educational work all over Egypt by 
Sheikh Metry Dewairy, Field Secre
tary. (5) Executive work and cor
respondence by Rev. Stephen Trow
bridge, in counsel with a committee of 
missionaries and delegates from the 
Egyptian Synod, to correlate the work 
in Egypt with that in the Sudan, 
Algiers, Palestine, Syria and Iraq. 
(6) Helping the hospitals with illus
trated books for patients, especially 
children. (7) Commencing the for
mation of an Egyptian Sunday-school 
Union which shall in time carry the 
main responsibility. (8) Promoting 
world-friendship and world-vision. 

Africans Plan Home Mi.-ions 

THE Christians of the Efulan 
churches in the West Africa Mis

sion of the Presbyterian Church (U. 
S. A.) are making inquiry about the 
cost of the entire work of the Nnanga 
Aboka district, saying that they want 
to do more than support a catechist, 
and would like to undertake the cost 
of an entire district. The Elat mis
sionary society is also inquiring for 
fields for its missionary effort. "We 
rejoice," says the annual report of the 
Missions, "in the desire of our older 
churches to have a part in the evan
gelizing of the people in the newer 
fields, but we must somehow instil into 
these missionary societies such a 
spirit of consecration and prayer that 
they will give not only of their money, 
but an ever-increasing number of lives 
for the work. Our various schools 
train teachers, catechists, and pastors; 
our churches train up a Christian con
stituency to support the work; the 
missionary doctor multiplies himself 
many times in trained young men 
working under his supervision. All 
these fit together as the machinery 
needed to establish the Kingdom of 
God in this part of Africa." 

Liberian Christians in O:IB.ce 

THE Government of Liberia has re
cently appointed several of the na

tive clergy to government posts, 
chiefly educational, and has reap
pointed a number of others. In all 
five counties the county school in
spectors are clergy; another clergy
man occupies the newly-created posi
tion of supervisor of teachers for the 
entire repUblic. Another is collector 
of internal revenue. The president of 
Liberia College and three of the fac
ulty are native clergy. Among the 
Christian laymen, three recent ap
pointments are the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Judge of the City Court in 
Monrovia, and Justice of the Supreme 
Court. The activity of the Advisory 
Committee on Education in Liberia is 
becoming effective in increasing co
operation between the government and 
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the mission schools. Two teachers' 
institutes, in Cape Mount and Mon
rovia, have brought together the 
county school teachers and others 
from government and mission institu
tions. 

Training Sudanese Preachers 

ARECENT letter from Mr. and Mrs. 
John Hay, of the Sudan Interior 

Mission, reads as follows: "We are in 
the midst of our first Dry Season 
Bible School for Gbari Evangelists. 
We have built a little compound for 
them. The old school has been re
paired and there are ten living houses, 
a kitchen, a corn-grinding house and 
a cornhouse around it. Nine students, 
five wives, our own house-boys and 
lots of children live there, and it is one 
of the happiest places in the Gbari 
country. The students are all tre
mendously keen and seem to value 
every minute of their study time. We 
have been emphasizing, on every pos
sible occasion, their tremendous re
sponsibility and our inability to reach 
all the Gbari people with the Gospel. 
As a result of this, a number have 
volunteered to go to our villages 
around and sit down as witnesses for 
Christ, supporting themselves by 
farming. When the school closes we 
are hopeful that a number of villages 
will have a chance to hear of the Lord 
and see how He changes lives. This 
is a big thing for these boys to do." 

Medical Training in Congoland 

REV. C. E. PUGH, Field Secretary 
of the English Baptist Missionary 

Society, contributes an article to Con
quest by Heating, in which he says he 
has been asked, as "a non-medical mis
sionary," to discuss the value of med
ical missionary work in those portions 
of Equatorial Africa with which he is 
most familiar. Of one aspect of the 
question he says: "In the training of 
native Christian infirmiers, which is 
being carried on at the various hos
pital centers, lies the great hope for a 
healthier Africa. Such trained natives 
will not only be of service in hospitals 
and dispensaries established in con-

nection with mission stations, but they 
will-as indeed they are doing-take 
charge of branch dispensaries at 
points remote from the actual centers 
of missionary enterprise. There they 
reach people who would otherwise go 
unhelped, and, in addition to relieving 
pain, showing the way of health and 
combating disease, lead their own peo
ple in their own way to the Physician 
of souls. This also is true of the na
tiye Christian maternity nurses, now 
recruited from several mission schools, 
who, when their training is completed, 
exercise such a beneficent ministry far 
and wide in the districts where they 
live. These infirmiers and nurses are 
the earnest of the Congolese medical 
men and women presently to be." 

BridgDlan MeDlorial Hospital 

THIS American Board enterprise in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, is 

progressing toward completion. Suc
cessive steps have been the securing 
of the first $25,000 in America; the 
opening of clinics; the growing inter
est of the white people of the city; 
the formation of an interdenomina
tional hospital board; the securing of 
an excellent site; and the laying of 
the corner-stone, on January 7th. All 
the speakers at that ceremony laid 
upon Johannesburg as a duty of honor 
the completion of the building fund. 
When one considers that last year's 
reports show an infant mortality 
among natives of the Gold Reef area 
of 705 per 1,000 as compared with 74 
per 1,000 for Europeans, one realizes 
the scope for this hospital, the only 
maternity hospital for 15,000 native 
women. Already the 'clinics established 
in affiliation with it are doing ca
pacity service and the example they 
have set is being followed by other so
cieties. 

African Fears 

SOME people near the river Nlong 
believe that the American mission 

is made up of the ghosts of the BuIu, 
so they say they cannot accept God 
lest they have to work for the Bulu. 
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THE NEAR EAST 
Religions Contacts in Syria 

FOR the fifth successive year the 
little Arabic-speaking Protestant 

church in Tripoli, Syria, welcomed its 
deputation of Christian, Moslem and 
Druze students from the American 
University of Beirut. They taught its 
Sunday-school classes and took charge 
of some of its exercises. Last year 
one of the student speakers to the 
school was Fadhil Mohammed Jamali, 
son of a Shiite Moslem sheikh in Bag
dad - a loyal, liberal, spiritually
minded young Moslem, now teaching 
in the government teacher-training 
college in Bagdad. This year, the 
Moslem class teacher and speaker was 
Obeid Abdunur, a Sudanese, who will 
return next summer to work for the 
department of education in his home 
land. Four years ago he came to 
Syria, pious but fanatical. During 
this period he studied and played with 
Christians, Jews and Druzes; and now 
speaking in a Protestant Sunday
school, he could sincerely state that he 
valued all men by their character 
rather than by religious labels. Other 
members of the deputation were three 
Greek Orthodox and a Druze. 

Palestine Jewish Organization 

REGULATIONS for the organiza
tion of the Jewish community in 

Palestine, formulated by the Per
manent Mandates Commission of the 
League of Nations, have been sum
marized as follows in Foreign Affairs: 
"There is to be an Assembly elected 
on a very democratic basis by the 
votes of all adult Jews and Jewesses. 
This Assembly will in turn elect a Na
tional Council or Executive Commit
tee, which will supervise the general 
affairs of the community as a whole 
and will act as the representative body 
of Palestine Jewry. It is highly im
portant to note that the Council will 
have vested in it general powers of 
taxation, which will be exercised for 
the purposes of education, poor relief, 
care of orphans, care of the sick, and 
the maintenance of religious and lay 

organs of the community, also for the 
ritual slaughter of animals, for the 
baking and sale of unleavened bread, 
and for the granting and ratification 
of certificates. The elected Assembly, 
the General Council, and the local com
munities will exercise general super
vision over the affairs of the Pales
tine Community." 

N. E. R. Boys Good Workers 

'I'RIBUTE was paid in the April 
REVIEW to the so-called "grad

uates" of the Near East Relief or
phanages. Edward W. Blatchford has 
organized among the boys who have 
gone out from the orphanages in Pal
estine four working boys' clubs: two 
in Jerusalem, one in Nazareth, and 
one in Jaffa. The four clubs have a 
membership of ninety boys. By liv
ing in such clubs the boys not only 
have a home and good food, but are 
able to save from twenty to thirty
five per cent of their wages. The boys 
work at all sorts of trades. There are 
tailors, shoemakers, blacksmiths, car
penters, photographers, surveyors, 
pharmacists, marble-cutters, coopers. 

In Cairo, Egypt, R. M. Davidson 
has found positions for 500 boys from 
N. E. R. orphanages in Greece. After 
a recent visit to the boys and their 
employers Mr. Davidson says: 

In not a single instance did I receive 
a complaint of any importance, and in 
every instance employers granted the 
boys an increase of salary of a substan
tial nature. Several of the boys have 
been able to bring their mothers and sis
ters and brothers from Greece and Tur
key to their homes in Egypt, so that 
many long-separated families are now 
united, solely through the boys' own ef
forts and success, without any expense 
to the Near East Relief. 

Speech of Persian Children 

F M. STEAD, writing from the 
• Faraman Industrial Farm School 

near Kermanshah, Persia, says: "The 
thing that I rejoice over more than 
anything else, is the way the children 
have changed in character. Persia is 
a country of liars, and abusive and 
foul language seems to come easily 
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and without shame of thought, to the 
lips of all. Babies are taught to tell 
lies and say bad words when they are 
first learning to talk. If a wee child 
calls his mother by some horrible 
name, or tells his father that he is a 
liar, all who are within hearing burst 
nut laughing and think the child is 
very bright. These orphan children 
of ours, when they came here, were 
as bad as they well could be with re
spect to the language they used and 
the lies they told. But the influence 
of this Christian home and the love of 
Jesus in their hearts have done away 
with all that. N ow I hardly hear an 
unseemly word from their lips for 
weeks at a time and, with one or two 
possible exceptions, I rarely catch one 
of them telling a lie. Truly, the way 
God touches the lives of little children 
is beautifuL" 

"Many Adversaries" in Iraq 

REV. MR. MOERDYK, of the 
United Mission in Mesopotamia, 

reports from AmaJ:ah: "'And there 
are many adversaries.' For some rea
son the Mohammedan zealots of the 
Sunnis and more particularly of the 
Nejf Shi'ahs seem to have taken to 
themselves the duty of arousing the 
people against our Christians and in
quirers . . . A man from Baghdad 
preached for three or four days to 
large audiences in the mosque to 
arouse the Mohammedans to be loyal 
and zealous in their religion and to 
slander the Jews and the Christians. 
Our work was especially mentioned. 
A man from Yemen passed through 
Amarah and was used by the Shi'ahs 
to address audiences on the subject of 
our work. Three other religious 
~eaders were sent in turn from Nejf, 
all of whom remained in the town for 
longer or shorter periods . . . There 
has been a spy among the inquirers, 
who visited the different religious 
leaders to tell them the names of their 
near apostates. You can imagine the 
result." The adversaries opposing the 
work of Christ among the Moslems 
are numerous and persistent. Many 
are blind; some are diabolical. 

INDIA AND SIAM 
Strengthening NellT Converts 

REV .. J. ?,. TAYLOR, D.D., of the 
Umted Church of Canada Mis

sion in Indore, Central India, writes 
of a visit to an out-station where 
seven young men had been baptized 
about a month before: "We went to 
the home of the leading man of the 
number, and by the light of our 
lanterns had worship on his humble 
verandah. Knowing that this little 
group was already being persecuted, 
I spoke on our Lord's temptation, and 
sought to show that He was with them 
in their trials. Then the pastor from 
the little out-station who was with us 
on tour spoke out of his own ex
perience in a most inspiring way. 
Himself a converted Brahmin, he had 
faced more severe trials than these 
new converts would be likely ever to 
have to face. The Spirit of God was 
manifestly present in our midst, and 
I feel sure that these babes in Christ 
got a view of their new guru, their 
new Lord and Master, such as they 
had not dreamed of before." 

Ready to Be the First Martyr 

AMEMBER of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance writes of an 

out-station of Sanand, Western India: 
"Opposition to the Gospel has been 
very intense and active in this new 
center, and up until a few months ago 
our people were positively forbidden 
to draw water from any well in the 
whole town. Consequently we had to 
pay for every drop of water our peo
ple used. Last year we moved from 
the center of the city to a quieter spot 
on the outskirts. At this time a new 
worker was stationed there. Upon his 
arrival he proceeded to draw water 
from the local well,. and, as we ex
pected, was immediately confronted by 
all kinds of protests and threats from 
the Hindus. The police then came on 
the scene and declared Chuggan must 
not take water from the well. Where
upon Chuggan calmly replied, 'With
out water my family and I will die; 
and if I take water from the well, you 
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will kill me, so I shall be the first 
martyr for Christ in the Baroda 
State.' This settled the water strife 
in Kadi. Since that day our people 
have drawn water with the Hindus." 

Loud Speaker Used 

l\/fOHAMMEDANS have been the 
If.l first in India to make use of the 
loud speaker in the service of religion. 
"This startling innovation," says The 
Indian Witness, "was made in Bom
bay on the occasion of the Id celebra
tions at the close of the Ramazan fast, 
and did not go unchallenged by Mos
lem orthodoxy. Thousands of 'the 
faithful' gathered on the Esplanade 
Maidan for the Id service and namaz. 
The voice of the preacher was so mag
nified and conducted through the 
crowds that heard plainly all that was 
said. Who will be the first to preach 
Christ to great mela crowds with the 
help of the loud speaker? Such work, 
if undertaken, would have to be done 
with the consent of the organizers of 
the mela and in utmost consideration 
of the feelings of the attendants, for 
it would be grossly unfair to force on 
the crowds what many of them might 
seriously object to hearing. But we 
are persuaded that there is a use for 
the loud speaker on such occasions and 
that, if the opportunities thus pro
vided are not abused, great good can 
be accomplished through them. The 
chief difficulty to be met is the lack of 
electricity where many great me/.as 
are held but this difficulty will not be 
encountered everywhere." 

Problems of Indian Pastors 

SOME of the difficulties that con
front a Christian Indian preacher 

today are hinted at in the report 
of a re-training class at United Di
vinity College, where forty Indian 
Christian men sat together, absorbed 
in the study of various questions re
lated to their work. One man told 
how a Brahmin rose and walked off 
because his sensibilities were offended 
at the mention of the Disciples catch
ing fish; and on another occasion, 

this same man found it wise to avoid 
the "fatted calf" when telling the 
story of the Prodigal Son. Christ's 
humble station in life in contrast to 
that of Buddha, born a preacher and 
married to a wealthy widow, is 
stressed by one member of the con
ference. A converted holy man ex
plained how Christ's purity impressed 
him in contrast to the questionable 
life history of some of the gods and 
goddesses he was worshiping at the 
time of his conversion. For seven 
weeks these preachers and pastors, 
ranging from twenty-two to seventy
two years in age, studied, sang, ate 
and slept together.-Missionary Her
ald. 

A Layman's Work in India 

THE Church Missionary Society re
ports that a fine piece of voluntary 

work is being carried on by J. P. 
Bunter, who is public prosecutor in 
Poona and a former member of the 
Bombay Legislative Council, at Hadap
sar, a village ne~r Poona. Schools 
have been opened, regular Christian 
teaching is given, social service is 
carried on, and a very marked change 
has come over the life of the village. 
Of this piece of work an Indian mis
sionary of the C. M. S. goes on to 
say that "the highest men in the land, 
from His Excellency the Viceroy 
downwards, have gone and seen and 
have returned 'glorifying andprais
ing God for all the things that they 
have seen and heard.''' Mr. Bunter 
has been awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind 
medal as a mark of the official appre
ciation of his fine service. 

Militant Islam in India 

MOSLEMS in India, according to a 
paper published in Lucknow, 

"have had to face a revival of Hindu
ism as a proselytizing religion and 
the Shuddhi and Sangathan move
ments devoted chiefly to the con
version of certain groups of Moslems 
to Hinduism, the faith of their fa
thers. They have looked with deep 
feeling upon several scores of Rajput 
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Moslem tribes returning to the Hindu 
field. Indian Moslems have been 
pushed into an effort to appraise them
selves to discover, if possible, what 
they ought to do in the new situation. 
They have discovered that they are 
educationally a backward community 
and in relation to the vastly larger 
Hindu community are very poor, both 
in the sum total and the average of 
their possessions, and last, but not 
least, are very much in the minority. 
Their leaders were aware of these 
facts before the war but the com
munity has just discovered and begun 
to ponder them. They are organizing 
and adjusting their forces, with a 
three-fold program of intrenchment, 
repulsion and aggression . . . The 
leaders of the movement use military 
terms, thus showing the militant atti
tude of present-day Islam in India to
ward other religions." 

Tibetans in Darjeeling 

,IN ENGLISH society, with head-
1"1. quarters in Darjeeling, on the In
dian border of Tibet, reports: "Our 
activities during the past year have 
been confined to Darjeeling. Tibet 
seems faster closed than ever. Per
mission to enter the country as mis
sionaries is still refused. We have 
continued the work of preaching in 
the bazaar hall, in the Tibetan settle
ments, and at the rickshaw stands. 
Our ministry has also included serv
ices in English for the Union Church, 
in the Tibetan Mission, and for the 
Nonconformist soldiers in barracks at 
Lebong. The religious obstacles to 
our Tibetan work are greater. There 
is a revival of Lamaism in the district. 
A new monastery has been built with
in a hundred yards of us. The lamas 
walk in procession round the town reg
ulalrly, carrying the Lamaist scrip
tures. Ritualistic services are held at 
intervals in open spaces of the town, 
and lamas of rank are more numerous 
than ever now. Display of this kind 
overawes the people, so that they seem 
hypnotized by it-which is the aim of 
it all." 

OHINA 

Minionaries Back at Work 

~~HOME again! If you have never 
been exiled from your home 

and work by circumstances over which 
you had no control you cannot know 
the joy that is ours to be back in 
Kaifeng!" So begins a letter written 
by Rev. Eugene Sallee, D.D., mission
ary of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, after he and Mrs. Sallee and 
some women missionaries had re
turned to their station, Kaifeng, 
H 0 nan Province. It continues: 
"Though soldiers were everywhere in 
the compound and all missionaries' 
homes occupied, still we found two 
rooms in our house the first night. 
We have our entire house now, and 
renovating, cleaning, aIring and 
scrubbing have kept seven or eight 
men busy for days. We began preaelI
ing twice a day to the wounded 
soldiers in our school chapel the first 
Sunday after our return and carried 
on the two services throughout the 
week. Yesterday wa~ our second Sun
day at home. It was a wonderful day. 
The morning service was one that we 
shall never forget. The chapel which 
seats about six hundred was crowded 
to capacity. The window sills, the 
pulpit platform, and the aisles were 
all full." 

Attitud.es of Chinese Stud.ent. 

TWENTY-ONE Y. M. C. A. student 
secretaries of China, in conference 

at Hangchow Christian College, pre
pared a summary of the situation as 
they see it among Chinese students. 
It was forwarded by T. Z. Koo, and 
reads in part as follows: (1) A gen
eral pessimism prevails among stu
dents in their attitude towards the 
Nationalist Movement. Their hopes 
had been raised to a high pitch by the 
initial victories of the South. (2) A 
feeling of bewilderment as well as of 
expectancy is noticeable among them. 
They do not know where to turn for 
guidance and seem to be waiting for 
something to happen. Many are quite 
slack in the matter of study. (3) 
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The problems which confront students 
today are: (a) What should be our 
attitude towards sex questions? (b) 
What shall we do after graduation? 
(c) How does communism as a theory 
and practice compare with the "Three 
Principles of the People" of Dr. Sun? 
(d) What is a sane and true philoso
phy of life for Chinese young men to
day? (4) Many students are still 
hostile or indifferent to religion, look
ing upon it as something quite useless 
in human life. 

Ohinese MOJIle:ms Won 

DR. L. P. RAND, of the Borden 
Memorial Hospital in Lanchowfu, 

Kansu Province, writes of conditions 
in the neighboring city of Hochow: 
"There is now a group of a dozen open 
believers, meeting more or less reg
ularly at the hospital· for worship. 
One of these, not a local man, was 
baptized in a near-by town a year or 
so ago. No Moslem has yet been bap
tized in Hochow, but one young man 
who was driven .out of his home and 
shop because of his stand, was bap
tized by us here in Lanchow in Au
gust. He has now gone to a distant 
city to seek empioyment. He is the 
first Hochow Moslem to be baptized. 
Another man is preaching openly on 
the streets of that fanatical city, and 
was recently given a public beating by 
his father who recognized the voice of 
his son preaching outside the door of 
the food-shop where he happened to 
be eating. This man and his wife are 
holding daily services in their home, 
which are attended by quite a group 
of outsiders." 

Schoolboys in Canton 

T· HE so-called Middle School, which 
prepares students for Lingnan 

University (formerly Canton Chris
tian College), is described by Henry 
B. Graybill; its principal from 1907 
to 1926, when he was succeeded by a 
Chinese, as having a "very varied and 
active and open-minded student body." 
He says: "The cosmopolitan cha·racter 
of the middle school has made the 

work there very interesting as well as 
very far-reaching. The boys have 
come from Chinese communities in 
fifteen different countries, in addition 
to those from many provinces of 
China. A teacher who has been in the 
work for some years notices a great 
many differences in this student body 
with its 'returned emigrant' Chinese 
as compared with the more purely 'na
tive soil' group with which we dealt in 
earlier years. Chinese teachers com
plain that these fellows are not so pa
tient with the grinding task of learn
ing to read and write Chinese, and 
not so ready to do what they are told 
to do. But no one will deny that they 
are an interesting group." 

Foes in Anna:m 

I RVING R. STEBBINS writes from 
Cochin China: "Annam with its 

12,000,000 still waits in this year 1928 
for the Gospel." The treaty existing 
between France and Annam gives the 
Catholic Church permission to carry 
on its propaganda, but says nothing 
regarding Protestant missions. The· 
following editorial, however, recently 
appeared on the front page of the 
Saigon newspaper, L'Impartial: 

A royal ordinance forbids the preach
ing of Protestantism in all the Kingdom 
of Annam. It is evident that this meas
ure has been taken for political motives, 
as this religion hardly conforms to our 
ideas. But it is certain that the treaties, 
such as have been made between France 
and Annam leave the Government the 
right to decide thus. Mr. Fries, the 
French Governor, who has spent most 
of his career in Annam, understands the 
situation sufficiently not to ignore the 
meaning of this step. This is indeed 
strange in the light of the fact that the 
Governor Mr. Fries is a Protestant him
self. In what direction are we headed? 

JAPAN-KOREA 
Japa.:ilese S. S. Delegates 

THE delegation of more than two 
hundred Japanese Christians who 

are coming to the Tenth World's Sun
day-School Convention in Los Angeles, 
July 11th-18th, is believed to be the 
greatest Christian pilgrimage in his
tory from a non-Christian land to a 
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world's Christian gathering. The Na
tional Sunday-School Association of 
Japan was the first to be organized on 
a representative basis in any foreign 
country. The Japanese have raised 
the largest amount of money for re
ligious education that has ever been 
raised in any non-Christian country, 
but they need financial aid in carry
ing out their plans for a headquarters 
building in Tokyo. It is proposed, 
therefore, that advantage be taken of 
the visit of these Japanese Christians 
by taking offerings in Sunday-school 
or church services, and by securing 
subscriptions to create a Goodwill 
Fund to put into the hands of the 
delegates as they return to Japan. 

A Japanese Widow's Gift 

BISHOP NAIDE, of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Japan, writes 

from the Diocese of Osaka: "You have 
heard of our orphanage, the Hakuaisha. 
A Japanese widow with no children 
has been so much struck by the de
voted labors of Miss Hayashi and the 
other workers that last year she made 
a donation of $25,000 with which we 
have built a mothers' house for wom
en and their babies. We have also 
started a kindergarten and a night 
school for factory girls. The giver of 
this magnificent gift, Naruo Toku, 
made it at her baptism as a sign that 
she gave herself and all that she had 
to our Lord. She went the day before 
her baptism to the temple with which 
her family had been connected, to tell 
the priest that she was becoming a 
Christian and to take leave of him, 
and next day I baptized her. She has 
determined to leave the remainder of 
her property after her death for the 
same work. Such a thing has not 
hitherto been known in the history of 
the Church in Japan." 

Christians in GoverlUllent Schools 

AMEMBER of the Omi Mission, 
Japan, which was referred to in 

the May REVIEW, writes thus of a visit 
to the city of Oita, where there is a 
government commercial college, to 
speak to its Student Y. M. C. A.: 

"Here we found a strong, though 
small, group of Christian students, led 
by an outstanding Christian Japanese 
teacher. This, because it is indigenous 
and self-sustaining, is a more healthy 
and vigorous organization than the 
usual like group in a mission school, 
where it is hard to keep out of the 
church and Y. M. C. A. because the 
school authorities are backing them. 
In the non-Christian school only those 
with personal conviction and will
power are likely to brave the hostile 
attitude of the majority, including 
often the most powerful faculty men. 
Again, as on several recent occasions, 
we were fairly astonished at the faCt 
that within the buildings of a govern
ment school it was permitted to hold 
an evangelistic meeting." 

Buddhist Unity 

THE Buddhist high priest, Yamada, 
of the Nissenji Temple in Nagoya, 

Japan, has thus described the origin 
of that temple: "When the late King 
Chulalongkorn of Siam so gracefully 
offered to Japan a golden image of 
Buddha, Buddhism in my country was 
divided against itself. There were 
thirteen different sects, to which were 
attached hundreds of lesser sects. 
There was very little cooperation be
tween these sects. The teachings of 
Buddha were being lost through in
ternal strife. Therefore, when the 
announcement was made of the King's 
gift, Buddhism in Japan was faced 
with a great problem. Each sect 
wished to have the honor of accepting 
the King's gift! But, encouraged by 
the Government, the sects finally 
united in order to receive it. There
suit was the establishment of the Nis
senji Temple in Nagoya. Each of the 
fifty-eight sects of Buddhism now in 
Japan now has its representative in 
this temple, which unites all the Bud
dhists in Japan. Small grievances are 
forgotten. All are working together to 
disseminate the teachings of Buddha. 
We are going to build a still greater 
temple to receive the King's gift. 
When this was announced, gifts 
poured in from all parts of Japan. We 
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now have three million yen for this 
purpose." 

Korean Gives Store 

ARE CENT occurrence in Syenchun, 
Korea, is thus described by a 

Presbyterian missionary: "During an 
industrial exposition in the city, the 
Christians took advantage of the pres
ence of thousands of outsiders to do 
evangelistic work among them. Six 
groups of workers were organized, 
each to hold meetings in a different 
section of the city. One of the most 
desirable spots for meetings was a 
store building on the main street near 
the entrance to the exposition. It be
longed to a Christian who was expect
ing to rent it to exhibitors for the 
six days of the fair, and the evan
gelistic committee approached him 
with an offer of the same rent he 
would have asked anyone else. 'For 
preaching - evangelistic work 7' he 
said. 'No, I can't rent it to you under 
those circumstances.' 'But,' the com
mittee protested, 'you were willing 
to rent it to exhibitors for the fair.' 
The Korean owner enjoyed his little 
joke a moment longer and then said, 
'I can't rent it to you. The only way 
you can have that place for preaching 
is to take it for nothing.' " 

Evangelistic CRlJ1paign 

THE Presbyterian churches in 
Pyengyang City have decided to 

make the present year a year of 
special evangelistic effort. Plans are 
being made to erect a temporary tent
covered structure in the center of the 
city to seat five thousand people and 
to hold a union revival meeting next 
fall. An aggressive preparatory cam
paign of house-to-house visitation and 
special prayer meetings will be con
ducted for months in advance of the 
revival meeting. Twelve churches 
will have part in this campaign. 

ISLANDS OF THE SEA 
A Leper Boy's "Jewel Inside" 

AT AN open-air meeting, a Kanaka 
.tl. boy in the South Sea Islands gave 

the following testimony, quoted in the 
Evangelical Christian and Missionary 
Witness: "I thank God that He made 
me a leper. One time I knew nothing 
about Jesus, but now He stop alonga 
my heart. You know sometimes you 
see beautiful box, very nice outside, 
but when you open it, nothing stop in
side. And sometimes you see ugly old 
box, no good at all, but when you open 
it, beautiful jewel stop inside. That 
like me: this body no good, he soon 
go finish, and you can throw him 
alonga rubbish-heap, but I got beauti
ful jewel. Jesus stop alonga my heart, 
and when I die, He take me to be with 
Him. Before 1 was a leper, 1 not know 
Him, so now 1 thank God He made me 
a leper." 

Trained Filipino S. S. Teachers 

T HE Philippine Islands Sunday 
school Union conducts daily vaca

tion Bible Schools throughout the is
lands, from Cazayan, in the north to 
the Visayas and Minanao, in the south. 
Well-attended institutes for the teach
ers have been held in Silliman Insti
tute, Dumaguete, in Harris Memorial 
School and Ellinwood School of Manila 
in Girls' Training School at Lingayen 
and in various small centers. It is 
reported that every Presbyterian con
gregation in Manila and south of 
Manila planned to have at least two 
representatives in the preparatory 
school. The Teacher Training Depart
ment of the Union is now in the midst 
of its fifth year. There has been a 
steady increase in the number en
rolled. There are now 1,017 students 
from all parts of the Philippines, 418 
of whom are Methodists, 185 Dis
ciples, 176 Presbyterians, 84 United 
Brethren, 44 Baptists, 44 United 
Church, 33 Congregationalists, 20 
Christian Missionary Alliance and 53 
who are non-affiliated. Certificates and 
seals covering 25,000 units have been 
earned in five years, of which 12,000 
were granted to Methodists. There are 
27 graduates and 20 of these are 
Methodists. 
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OKS WORTH READIN 
Any books mentioned in these columna will be forwarded by us on receipt of 

price.-THE REVIEW. 

THE TWENTY -FIVE BEST BOOKS 
ON HOME MISSIONS 

Suggested by the Department of Educa
tion and Publicity, Presbyterian 

Board of .National Missions 

Twenty-five "outstanding" books 
would have been a less dangerous at
tempt of course. A list of "best" 
books is always an impossible venture. 
Yet in any case an endeavor of this 
sort calls out more dissent than agree
ment. If diversity of opinion is for
tunately inevitable, let us provoke 
from the opposition its liveliest pro
test. Therefore, your blessing, please, 
on the title! 

But are there Twenty-five Best 
Books on Home Missions? Certainly 
not, in the minds of the pastors. That 
is, if we may conclude anything from 
a restricted sampling of their infor
mation. A dozen, scattered through
out the country, more or less prom
inent, young and old, were invited to 
suggest books for this list. One New 
York pastor responded: "My knowl
edge of this field is so slight that what 
suggestions I could make would be 
almost worthless." Another replied: 
"My reading of books on this subject 
is very limited." A third, in an 
eastern state, writes: "I am not well 
enough acquainted with the material 
to be able to give you the names of 25 
books that I could recommend." A 
pastor on the Pacific Coast regrets also 
his inability. States a fifth: "I have 
not kept abreast of Home Mission lit
erature for several years. There is, 
however, one suggestion. There is no 
better Home Mission book that I know 
of than The Acts of the Apostles." 
Only one of those approached offered a 
more extended list. 

Why is this? Home Mission books 
are being produced constantly. Why 
are they not read by the ministers? 
Is it that our pastors read them un
awares, not recognizing them as such? 
With the present boundaries of Home 
Missions shading off on one side into 
the general work of the Church, and on 
the other into social service and edu
cation, it is not difficult to enter its 
preserves unwittingly. Perhaps we 
suffer from a period when our field 
and· also our aims are being redefined. 

Or has Home Missions lost its ro
mance? Is it still seen as a crusade 
"to make America Christian"? Or 
does it appear an affair of drab 
drudgery, pinching along with a near
sighted stoop? Why do not the pastors 
read Home Missions? Shall we hlame 
them? Shall we blame the books? Or 
shall we look somewhere else? Cer
tainly if the pulpit is unread in this 
field, the pew will lack interest and in-
formation. . • 

But are there Twenty-five Best 
Books on Home Missions? In addition 
to the pastors a group of Home Mis
sion executives and missionary edu
cation leaders were asked to cooperate 
in the making of the list. One re
ported inability to suggest any books. 
But twelve others, representing eight 
various denominations, responded with 
more successful efforts. Something 
over one hundred and ten titles were 
mentioned altogether, though no one 
of them received more than five votes. 
Of this total only twelve were books of 
biography, half of them out of print. 
Twenty-two were mission study books. 
Their number may suggest the ques
tion of their evaluation. What does it 
mean for Home Missions that so many 
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of its books are of this character? 
Excellwt on the whole for their pur
pose,theY yet partake of the nature of 
textbooks; and textbooks are not 
noted for their universal appeal. The 
production of mission study books is 
definitely promoted. Well and good. 
But are we wise in limiting promotion 
largely to this type of book? 

But now for our list. What do we 
mean in it by a Home Mission book? 
A glance at the list will show that it is 
based on a rather broad definition. 
Included are not only books on the 
Home Mission enterprise as such, but 
also volumes which treat its environ
ing problems, particularly in the field 
of social and race relations. One or 
two selections may appear also to stray 
into the field of general church ac
tivity. But jf Home Missions is con
sidered as expressing the purpose of 
the Church to make America Chris
tian, our whole list finds itself ade
quately covered. 

The books have been chosen with an 
eye for "the man in the pew." They 
are selected for the adult general 
reader. Recency and availability are 
also considered. If our information is 
correct, none of the books are out of 
print, and by far the greater number 
have been published during the last 
five years. It is regretted that no 
books on the Indians, and certain 
other important groups are included. 

History and Biogra.phy 

1. The Story of Missions. Edwin E. 
White. Cloth, $1; paper, $0.60. 
Missionary Education Movement. 
A picture of the great on-moving 
missionary endeavor throughout 
the centuries. Chapters on the 
planting of Christian missions in 
the New World and the winning of 
America. A background book; 
brief, vivid, readable. 

2. The Frontier Spirit in American Chris
tianity. Peter G. Mode, A.M., 
Ph.D. $1.75. The Macmillan Com
pany. That the frontier spirit has 
had its influence on both American 
history and American literature, 
students readily admit. Basing 
his premises on available source 
material, the author seeks to show 
that the frontier has likewise given 
American Christianity distinctive 
characteristics. 

3. Hall Young of Alaska. An Auto
biography of S. Hall Young, D.D. 
$4. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
The fifty years that Dr. Young 
spent in Alaska saw the transition 
of a primitive people from heathen
ism to civilized life, from tribal 
customs to an orderly government, 
and from paganism to the Chris
tian faith. Dr. Young is a story 
teller, and with incident and anec
dote makes every page vivid. A 
book to be read aloud of an eve
ning. 

4. Frank Higgins, Trail Blazer. Thomas 
D. Whittles. Cloth, $0.75; paper, 
$0.50. Missionary Education Move
ment. "I love these fellows. I love 
to pick them out of the gutter. 
It's more fun than helping Phar
isees . . . They say it's no place 
for a minister. But the dirt 
doesn't shock me. I'm thinking of 
clean souls"-this was Frank Hig-. 
gins' approach to the lumberjack. 
Though written for young people, 
this book is of interest to all lovers 
of heroes. 

5. Francis Asbury, the Prophet of the 
Long Road. Ezra Squier Tipple, 
D.D., LL.D. Illustrated. $3. The 
Methodist Book Concern. This is 
a personal estimate, not a biog
raphy, of one of the great repre
sentatives of the Methodist move
ment. The story is told with rare 
skill, and the portraiture is graphic 
and lifelike. 

6. The Life and Labors of Bishop Hare, 
Apostle to the Sioux. M. A. De
Wolfe Howe. $1. Sturgis and 
Walton Company; (Purchase from 
The Book Store, Church Missions 
House, 281 Fourth Avenue, New 
York.) At the age of thirty-four, 
after a successful pastorate and 
administrative career, Bishop Wil
liam H. Hare was elected Mission
ary Bishop of Nebraska. Convinced 
that the heathen Indians of this 
country needed the Gospel, and 
better treatment from the white 
man, he accepted the challenge. 

Fields or Groups 

7. Our Jewish Neighbors. John Stuart 
Conning. $1.50. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. Dr. Conning 
calls this book "An Essay in 
Understanding"-a general survey 
of Jewish conditions, chiefly in 
America, and a discussion of the 
main problems involved in Jewish 
evangelization. 

8. The Land of Saddle-Bags. James Watt 
Raine. $1.50. Missionary Educa
tion Movement. A study of the 
Mountain People of the Appa-
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lachia. These folk were isolated 
once, but are being modified now in 
ways, pleasures,· homes, and pur
poses by an oncoming civilization 
which awaited only the building of 
roads. 

9. The Farmer's Church. Warren H. 
Wilson, Ph.D. $2. The Century 
Company. Born on a mountain 
farm in Pennsylvania, taught his 
a, b, c's in a "little red school
house," pastor of a country parish, 
Dr. Wilson has always been a 
strong advocate of evangelism in 
the country church and of religion 
as the only thing which can really 
bless the sacrifice and toil of life 
on a farm. 

10. The Trend of the Races. George E. 
Haynes, Ph.D. $0.50. Missionary 
Education Movement. Obviously, 
states the Foreword, if our neigh
bor is to be loved, he must be 
known: his racial mind and spirit, 
his handicaps, his achievements, 
his capaCities, his honor, and his 
goals. Here the author is speak
ing dispassionately but authorita
tively for his own, the Negro race. 
He deals, too, with the trend of the 
white world, closing constructively 
with suggestions for bringing 
about interracial peace and good
will. 

11. That Mexican. Robert N. McLean. 
$2. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
This timely book discusses "the 
common denominator between the 
United States and Mexico," the 
Mexican immigrant who in recent 
years especially has crowded across 
our southern border. One half the 
volume sketches delightfully the 
modern Mexico from which he 
comes; the other half his activi
ties, his contributions, and his 
problems here in the United States. 

12. Peasant Pioneers. Kenneth D. Miller. 
Cloth, $1; paper, $0.60. Mission
ary Education Movement. The 
European backgrounds, the recep
tion in America, the daily tasks, 
the community life and religious 
life, and the future of these Slavic 
pioneers are limned with the brush 
of a master. Here is a summation 
of our home mission work with the 
immigrant. 

13. The Church in the Changing City. H. 
Paul Douglass. $4. George H. 
Doran Company. Dr. Douglass 
here studies intensively sixteen big 
city churches, each one of which 
has faced and solved, in its own 
way, the ever-recurring problem 
of the church in the city-how. to 
keep pace with the changes of pop-

ulation and environment that are 
inherent in urban development. 

Social and Race Questions 

14. The Church and Social Relations. 
Hubert C. Herring and Benson Y. 
Landis. $1. The Pilgrim Press. 
As a textbook for discussion and 
for general reading, it is designed 
to stimulate thinking and action 
about social relations on the part 
of young people's and adult groups 
in church schools and in other or
ganizations. 

15. Christianity and the Race Problem. 
J. H. Oldham, M.A. Cloth, $2.25; 
paper, $1. George H. Doran Com
pany. The theme is well set forth 
in the Preface: "The question with 
which this book deals is whether 
the Christian Church has any con
tribution to make to the solution 
of the problems involved in the 
contact of different races in the 
world today; and if so what is the 
nature of that contribution and 
how it can best be made." 

16. Business and the Church. Edited by 
Jerome Davis. $2.50. The Cen
tury Company. The editor asked 
twenty-one prominent business 
leaders in the United States to 
state their views as to ways and 
means of translating Christianity 
into the everyday life of the na
tion. The book is a symposium of 
these views. 

17. Christian Ideals in Industry. F. 
Ernest Johnson and Arthur E. 
Holt. $0.75. The Methodist Book 
Concern. If the Christian people 
have fairly clear in their minds the 
essential principles of Christianity, 
what do those principles require in 
terms of industrial life? The 
authors frankly reply, "The Chris
tian ideal for industry cannot be 
once for all prescribed; it must be 
worked out." 

General 

18. The Adventure of the Church. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert. Cloth, $1; paper, 
$0.60. Missionary Education Move
ment. This is a study of the mis
sionary genius of Christianity. It 
sketches vividly the expansion of 
Christianity, summarizes results of 
the missionary enterprise at home 
and abroad, analyzes new problems 
before the Church throughout the 
world, and shows fresh applica
tions of the Christian missionary 
spirit in the life of today. 

19. What Next in Home Missions. Wil
liam P. Shriver. Cloth, $1; paper, 
$0.60. Missionary Education Move-
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ment. Our frontiers, says the 
author, are now measured not so 
much in terms of distance as in 
terms of human and social need, 
of relationships in the community, 
in industry, and among the races 
of the world. His aim is to bring 
the reader to a study of these sit
uations within his own community, 
and through experiment to help 
find ways "by which the purpose 
of Christ can be made increasingly 
potent in a highly involved and 
complicated machine age." 

20. United Churches. Elizabeth R. Hooker. 
$2.75. George H. Doran Com
pany. Nearly a thousand united 
churches have taken the place of 
weak and competing denomina
tional churches in the rural dis
tricts of America covered by this 
study. The author tells how these 
united churches have developed; 
how they have met their puzzling 
problems; how they have affected 
the church situation in their com
munities; and how denominational 
and interdenominational organi:za
tions have reacted toward them. 

Flotlon 

21. We Must March. Honore Willsie Mor
row. $2. Stokes Publishing Com
pany. We Must March can now be 
purchased for 75c. from A. L. Burt 
Company, the publisher. A Novel 
of the Winning of Oregon. "The 
more I read of Narcissa and Mar
cus Whitman, of Jason Lee, of Sir 
George Simpson, of Dr. McLough
lin," writes the author, "the more 
I am convinced that their lives be
longed not only to the historical but 
also to the writer of sagas. .. Only 
the saga could hope to picture the 
beauty and poignancy of the ef
forts and the sacrifices that made 
their plain human lives heroic." 
A novel of compelling interest. " 

22. The Quare Women or The Glass Win
dow. Lucy Furman. Each $2. 
Little, Brown, and Company. De
lightful word pictures of the south
ern highlanders, drawn by one 
who began missionary work among 
them a number of years ago. In
teresting books for group reading. 

The reader will graciously note that 
to safeguard amply the right of pri
vate judgment, only twenty-two of the 
twenty-five "best" are listed above. 
That the most unfortunate omissions 

" may be wisely supplied, the remaining 
three are to be chosen. by him. 

The Highwayman and Other Stories. A. 
B. Lloyd. 8 vo. 67 pp. Illustrated. 
18. London. 1927. 
Three stories give an insight into 

the African's search for truth, his 
realization that somewhere is a Higher 
Being and his deep desire to find a 
God of Love, instead of one of Hate 
and Revenge. The stories are enter
tainingly told, and will make an espe
cial appeal to young readers. H. H. F. 

The Measure of Margaret. Isabel"Brown 
Rose. 8 vo. 256 pp. $1.75. New 
York. 1927. 
This clever, freshly written love 

story is interwoven with entertaining 
pen pictures of England and Italy, as 
well as of India, but the missionary 
theme is a mere fringe for the tale. 
One reaches the last page in some dis
appointment that it has been so sub
ordinated to the love plot. H. H. F. 

The Golden Stool: Some Aspects of the 
Conflict of Cultures in Modern Africa. 
Edwin W. Smith. Pp. xvi, 328. $1.50. 
New YOJ;k. 1928. 
This mystifying but appropriate 

title is thus explained: "The Golden 
Stool came to the Ashanti people out 
of a cloud amid the rumbling of 
thunder. Worshiped for a magical 
change in fortune which it wrought, 
it became the embodiment of the na
tion's soul, and long after the en
croachment of the white man was 
zealously guarded as the emblem and 
reminder of Ashanti identity." 

While Dr. Smith has not extended 
his illustration of the Golden Stool to 
seven volumes, as Sir James Fraser 
did his famous "Golden Bough," he 
has used his limited space to set forth 
a wonderful array of facts which il
luminate the varied conflict of cul
tures found in the Negro Africa of 
our time. 

The contrast between the Continent 
in 1876 and 1926 is almost unbeliev
able, as he sketches it graphically: 
material progress of world importance, 
won by European avarice at the cost 
of Negro liberty and independence. 
Even the most valuable aid coming to 
the African through Christian mis-
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sions has been so unwittingly misap
plied in some respects, that Negroes 
have lost part of their racial heritage. 
Yet our author is not writing like 
"Trader Horn" to please the general 
public by a mixture of facts and un
founded fancies, the latter to dispar
age Christian missions. He shows in
stead, how much Christian teaching 
and influence have changed the situa
tion. 

Dr. Smith's aim is to clarify the 
African situation by telling his 
readers in what the nobility of the 
race consists. The African's worth 
is set forth under the headings, "What 
the Blacks Have Thought of the 
Whites," "What the Whites Have 
Thought of the Blacks," "Superstitions 
Regarding the African," and "The 
New Attitude of Respect." As we 
read of the problems arising from 
commerce and industry, the funda
mental questions of population and 
land, and read of the way in which 
Negroes have been governed and how 
they are ruled today, we can see that 
the indirect rule of Basutoland, 
Uganda and Northern Nigeria is 
vastly more developing and Christian 
than the direct rule of Germany in the 
Cameroons and in East Africa, or 
even the methods of assimilation in 
French possessions. This indirect 
method, while "checking the worst 
abuses, tries to graft our higher civ
ilization on the soundly-rooted native 
stock, bringing out the best of what 
is in the native tradition and mould
ing it into the form consonant with 
modern ideas and higher standards, 
and yet all the time enlisting on our 
side the real force and the spirit of 
the people." 

The value of Islam to the African is 
first set forth in an honest attempt to 
show the best in Mohammedanism, 
and then the author kindly shows the 
other side of the shield. The place of 
Christianity is also set forth, both in 
its imperfect presentation and in its 
more perfect impartation, mainly 
through friendly, godly living. The 
varied departments of missionary en
deavor are described and evaluated, 

with an emphasis on an education that 
will best develop Negroes and serve 
personal and missionary purposes. 
Our duty is pressed upon the reader's 
conscience in a brief epilogue. The 
book contains the fairest, most sym
pathetic, most commendable presenta
tion of the African Negro and of 
Christian efforts in his behalf, just as 
"Trader Horn" supplies a misrepre
sentation of missionary efforts in be-
half of Africa. H. P. B. 

Guidance Through Life's Contradictions. 
Don. O. Shelton. 12 mo. 151 pp. $1. 
New York. 1928. 

Nothing is more important for the 
Christian than to be able to distin
guish clearly between the devil's hin
drances and the Lord's turning aside; 
between Satan's allurements as an 
angel of light and the Lord's guidance, 
often in the dark. Dr. Shelton has had 
many years of experience in the 
Lord's leadings and has found that 
they are always forward. The medita
tions in this volume are on Scriptural 
truth, illustrated with lives of God's 
servants. They are not a record of 
God's dealings with the National 
Bible Institute but have those experi
ences as a background. They will be 
helpful to any earnest soul seeking to 
see and follow God's leading. 

Young Hearts in Old lapan. Maude 
Madden. 159 pp. $1.50. New York. 
1926. 

These sketches of Japanese friends 
show the author to be a keen and 
sympathetic observer, and an excel
lent story teller. Each portrait is a 
peephole into events that could never 
occur on "Main Street" but which 
happen to folk who are surprisingly 
like one's next-door neighbors. Unfa
miliar customs, a strange environ
ment, and daily habits of thought and 
conduct, so foreign to impetuous, in
dependent American ways, are por
trayed in warm colors. Through 
Mrs. Madden's understanding eyes 
we see beneath these superficial dif
ferences in "beating human hearts 
that laugh and weep" like our own. 
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Her friends appear so interesting, so 
lovable that we wish we could know 
and enjoy them, so pitiful and patient 
that we want to share with them the 
freedom and joys that grow out of the 
Christian life. G. P. C. 

Christianity or Religlon. Arno C. Gaebe· 
lein. 12 mo. 176 pp. $1.50. New York. 
1928. 
Dr. Gaebelein is a Bible student and 

well informed on religion and philos
ophy. He is a clear thinker and has 
here presented forcefully the radical 
difference between the revealed re
ligion, the "good news" that came 
through Jesus Christ, and the world's 
religions that have been evolved from 
human thought and experience. Any 
who are confused on these points will 
be set ril>'ht by a careful reading of 
Dr. Gaebelein's exposition of Chris
tianity as contrasted with religion. 

The Triumph of an Indian Widow
l'andita Ramabai. Mary L. B. Fuller. 
75e paper. 12 mo. 72 pp. New York. 
1928. 
The romance and inspiration of 

Ramabai's life have been felt, not only 
in India, but in all Christian circles. 
Here the story is given by one who 
was born in India and who knew 
Ramabai well. This biography is 
worth reading, not only as the life 
story of one who had an unusual 
character and history, but as a record 
of God's faithfulness and power in 
directing and caring for one who de
pended on Him. Ramabai's work still 
continues, though she has gone to her 
reward. 

Everyland Children. 60 pages each. 
25 cents, paper; 50 cents board covers. 
Cambridge, Mass. 1927. 

Vol. I -J'ust Like Yau, published 
by the Central Committee on the 
United Study of Foreign Missions, 
North Cambridge, Mass, is the first 
book of stories for children about five 
years of age, in a series by Mrs. Lucy 
W. Peabody. They can be read or 
told to younger children even, who 
will take great delight in the attrac· 
tive pictures that adorn the book. 

There are sixty pages with a separate 
story almost on every page. 

Vol. II-Tat·o and Vme is com
posed of two longer stories about chil
dren in Japan, and is suited to readers 
a year or two older. 'fhe pictures in 
both books are realistic, and the 
stories are written in a way that will 
help to bridge the gap of race dif. 
ference with the spirit of Him who 
said, "Other sheep have I which are 
not of this fold. "-w. G. H. 

Arnot of Africa. Nigel B. M. Grahame. 
59 pp. 

Moffat of Africa. Norman J. Davidson. 12 
mo. 59 pp. 65 cents each. New York. 
1925. 

The lives of these two, missionary 
heroes of Africa make fascinating 
stories of adventure for children. At 
the same time they reveal the guid· 
ance and power of God as experienced 
by these two remarkable men in their 
brave and victorious lives among 
wild beasts and savage men. 

Memories of the Mission Fields. Christine 
I. Tinling. Foreword by F. B. Meyer. 
158 pp. $1.25. Philadelphia. 1927. 
This book is frankly not an attempt 

to give a connected account of mission 
work in anyone country, though the 
scenes and stories from China pre
dominate. As Dr. Meyer says in his 
foreword, "These pages contain the 
record of many phases of life and 
work which have arrested her interest. 
We may call them snapshots which re
veal traits and characteristics salient 
to the vast populations of the Far 
East." 

Miss Tinling has traveled exten
sively in mission lands and has been 
associated with workers of many na
tionalities and denominations, between 
1920 and 1924. 

She has emphasized particularly the 
evangelistic side of mission work, giv
ing many instances of lives trans
formed by the Gospel of Christ. She 
voices her deep conviction in these 
words, "One thing at least I learned 
in the Orient, namely, that nobody can 
appreciate missionary work until he 
sees it for himself." M. s. P. 




