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COMING EVENTS

The American Council of the World
Alliance for International Friendship
Through the Churches will hold its thir-
teenth annual meeting in the form of an
International Goodwill Congress in New
York City, November 11th to 13th.

PERSONALS

BisHOP AND MRsS. FRED B. FISHER, of
the Methodist Church, sailed from New
York Sept. 28, for India.

* % ¥

MR. WALTER McDOUGALL, the treasurer
of the REVIEW, with Mrs, McDougall
(formerly Miss Anna W. Pierson) sailed
from New York on October 6th to visit
the Guatemala Mission of the Preshy-
terian Church. There they will be joined
by Dr. and Mrs. Cleland B, McAfee of
Chicago.
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DRr. RoBERT H. GOHEEN, M.D., a mis-
sionary of the Presbyterian Church con-
nected with the hospital at Vengurla,
India, has been loaned to take the direc-
tion of the Union Mission Tuberculosis
Sanitorium at Arogyavaram.

* k&

REV. AND MRS. FREDERICK S. CURTIS of
Shimonoseki, Japan, for forty years mis-
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church in
Japan, have recently returned to Amer-
ica, having been honorably retired by the

Board.
€ % %

REvV. JOHN MAckAY, LitT.D., formerly
a Scotch Presbyterian Missionary in
Peru, now Religious Work Secretary of
the Y. M. C. A., Montevideo, Uruguay,
has been elected one of the Secretaries
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church, . S5 A, Dr
Mackay is a graduate of Aberdeen Uni-
versity and Princeton Theological Sem-
inary. He has had a remarkable career

as evangelist and teacher in Latin Amer-

ica where he developed the Anglo-

Peruvian College for Boys which enrolls

sons of many of the leading families

and has been practieally self-supporting.
& k%

Mr. ARTHUR M. HARRIS of Harris
Forbes & Company, New York, was
elected president of the Northern Bap-
tist Convention at their meeting in De-
troit last June. Rev. Mark A. Levy was
elected corresponding secretary and Mr.
Orrin R. Judd, treasurer.

* * *

MR. W. H. P. ANDERSON, general secre-
tary of the Mission to Lepers, has re-
cently arrived in America from London
for the purpose of holding conferences
with the American Mission to Lepers
representatives with whom the London
society is cooperating.

* * *

Dr. C. T. WANG, the Chinese Minister
of Foreign Affairs for the Nanking Gov-
ernment and Mg. T. V. SooNG have been
elected to the newly organized Board of
Directors of St. John’s University,
Shanghai, which is the property of the
Protestant Episcopal Church of North
America.

* % *

Dr. AND MRgs. D. W. LEARNED of Kyoto,
Japan, have recently completed fifty
years of missionary service and are re-
turning to America. The best part of
their lives have been given to Doshisha
College.

*x ok X

CARMEN PADIN ALVAREZ, the Spanish
woman who was imprisoned for stating
that the Virgin Mary was not to be
looked down upon because she bore other
children like other women, has recently
been released from prison.

(Concluded on the 3d cover.)

867

You Receiveg%
as High as J—
—-a check every 6 months

This FREE
Booklet
Tells How

HE coupon below will bring you an

interesting booklet about the Bible
Annuity Bonds of the New York Bible
Society. You can read at your leisure how
these bonds pay you as high as 9% with
ABSOLUTE SAFETY. You will find out
how you can assure yourself a dependable
income for life and at the same time aid a
great Christian work. Sending for booklet
places you under no obligation. Mail the
coupon for your copy now.

NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY
DEPARTMENT 34
5 East 48th Street New York City

NEW YORK BIELE SOCIETY, Dept. 34
S East 48th Street, New York City

‘Without obligation to me, kindly serd me a copy of
your booklet, A Truly Christian Investment.

Name.

ABATOOS ooeeeiereiieaeccaeuee aeeraneoaan e r e e e e e nen

City

Please mention THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to advertisers.

electronic file created by cafis.org



RUINS OF THE MONTEFLORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND PARSONAGE

CONGREGATION WORSHIPING ON RUINS OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN CIDRA

IN THE WAKE OF THE PORTO RICO TORNADO
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A PERILOUS JOURNEY FROM BATANG

BY RODERICK A. MacLEOD,* of the Tibetan Border
Misstonary of thc United Christian Missionary Soclety

T TOOK us four months to
make the hazardous journey
through the wild mountainous
regions of Eastern Tibet, Western
China and Upper Burma. This is
a land of high mountains through
which four mighty rivers—the
Yangtze, the Mekong, the Salween
and the Irrawaddy—cut deep
gorges. For a part of their course
these rivers run parallel. In some
places they are less than twenty
miles apart, but the divides that
rise between them reach altitudes
from fifteen thousand to twenty-
five thousand feet above sea-level.
Some of the gorges cut by these
rivers are from ten to thirteen
thousand feet deep. Our party of
four adults and five children
crossed all these rivers and
climbed over these high divides.
Every day of the journey had its
interesting events, only a few of
which can be mentioned here.
The most spectacular incident of

*I have been asked to write concerning a
journey which a party of missionaries made
in the summer of 1927 from Batang in the
Tibetan Marches to Rangoon in Lower Burma.
The party consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Marion
H. Duncan and their two children—a son of
three years of age and a daughter three months
old, Mr, and Mrs. R, A. MacLeod and their three
children, nine, seven and five years of age.
-—Roderick A. MacLeod.

the journey happened just after
we had erossed the divide that sep-
arates the Yangtze from the Me-
kong, where the trail crosses the
divide at the Tsali pass—15,880
feet above sea-level. After we had
crossed this pass and had de-
scended about 2,000 feet towards
the Mekong, we crossed a rocky
ridge and were suddenly trans-
ported from the dullness of bleak,
barren mountains to the delights
of a natural park of rare beauty.
It was covered with a carpet of
wild flowers; around its borders
were natural hedges of flowering
shrubs; the rhododendrons were
in bloom and, to make the scene
complete, a stream of sparkling
water ran through the midst of
the garden. In this scene of wild
natural beauty we unpacked our
loads, turned our animals loose to
graze, and began to prepare our
noonday meal. We were beginning
to feel the effects of the wild, weird
calm that pervaded the place, when
we were roused, as by a whip, with

the wild war-whoop and the deaf-

ening fusilade of the Tibetan brig-
ands. They came on after the
manner of the North American

869
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Indians, rushing over the ridge
which we had just crossed, shout-
ing their terrible war-whoop, and
discharging their fire arms as soon
as they came within range.

The object of this demonstration
was not murder, but terror. They
did not want to take our lives, but
they did want to take what we had.
They sought to terrify us to such
an extent that we would give up
our earthly possessions, with a
fair measure of grace and good
will. They took aim, not to hit us,
but so that we might hear the bul-
lets hiss past us. After a prelim-
inary of this sort of shooting the
“gentlemen of fortune” were upon
us. .
A picture of the one who took
charge of me would make a first-
rate illustration for the front page
of “Treasure Island.” He was a
veritable pirate. A red turban was
wound carelessly about his head
and a dirty “pig tail” projected
from beneath. He wore large
silver ear-rings, studded with tur-
quoise, a large saber was thrust
under his red girdle, and he had
a great musket in his hand. He
demanded to know what I had. At
his request, I handed him the
things which I had in my pockets.
In his raw-boned face, burnt brown
with wind and sun, I thought I
saw a calmness and gentleness
which emboldened me to address
him.

“We have,” said I, “in our boxes,
books and papers which are of no
value to you. Will you please let
us keep them?”

He replied that he did not have
time to consider the matter; and,
as I was at the wrong end of the
gun to start an argument, I kept
quiet.

In the meantime another mem-
ber of the band entered the aban-
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doned shepherd krall where my
wife and children had taken refuge.
He was a young fellow; and, after
the manner of youth, believed in
making it “short and snappy and
with lots of pep.” He began by
making a grand demonstration of
what a fierce and terrible being he
wags supposed to be. He rushed in-
to the krall; let out a wild whoop;
discharged his musket at my wife’s
feet; drew his saber; jabbed it
menacingly at her and the chil-
dren; and demanded their coats
and hats.

My wife was somewhat prepared
to meet a situation of this kind.
It so happened that before she went
to Batang, she had been a high
school teacher for several years
and it had been her duty to dis-
cipline young men of about this
robber’s age. She was thus fairly
well acquainted with human nature
-—which is much the same the
world over. She turned on this
rowdy and told him that he ought
to be ashamed of himself, a big
ruffian like him terrifying little
children as if he were afraid they
would do him harm.

“Well,” said he, “make the chil-
dren stop crying.”

“T will,” she replied, “when you
quit acting roughly.”

So saying she reached out and
rescued one of the little boy’s pants
from the heap of clothes which the
children had thrown to the robber.
This little fellow had been quicker
than the others to obey the robber’s
orders, and the first thing my wife
knew he had thrown his pants to
the robber. This rebuke had the
desired effect on the bandit, and he
said:

“I’ll not hurt the children,” and,
picking up the coats and hats he
went away.

Meanwhile another of the
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bandits was relieving the Dunecan
family of their possessions. When
he had finished they were left in
an open space, swept by a musket
fire which the bandits kept up in
shooting at our porters who were
fleeing for safety up the side of the
mountain. It was both uncomfort-
able and dangerous for the Dun-
cans to remain in this place. The
civilized bullet passes by with a
sound like a fraction of a hiss; but
the large leaden ball which the
Tibetans use passes by with a ter-
rible twang—a twang which is
very stimulating to the human
mind. One cannot keep from im-
agining and almost feeling what
the results would be if one should
happen to stop one of these twang-
ing things. Besides this mental
discomfort there was the danger
of that very thing happening.
There was danger of being hit.
Mr. Duncan took a baby on each
arm; and with remarkable cool-
ness, he and his wife made their
way across the fire swept-space to
shelter.

The brigands repacked our boxes
on the animals and drove them
off. Then our porters returned
and we began to take stock. None
of us were injured. Some of the
food in the two boxes which we had
opened to prepare dinner was left
to us. Our porters had saved most
of their barley meal. One of our
men had worked for Dr. Wm. M.
Hardy during his two terms of
service in Batang, and for Dr. A.
L. Shelton during Dr. Hardy’s fur-
lough. This faithful Tibetan asked
one of the bandits for our bedding;
and, when refused, declared, “You
might as well kill these children
as to take their bedding in this
cold place; they will perish of the
cold.” For this daring appeal, he
was knocked down and severely
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beaten. But he got up, made his
way to the chief of the brigands,
and there made such a stirring ap-
peal that the chief gave him the
MacLeod roll of bedding which
contained tents, cots and blankets.
This was all that remained to us.
All our money, clothing, food, and
the Duncan’s bedding was gone.
Even the baby’s basket had the
lining and padding torn off and

RODERICK A. MacLEOD

carried away. Another unfortu-
nate circumstance was that we
were wearing our old clothing. All
our good clothing and shoes were
in the boxes which the brigands
had taken.

We gathered up what was left
and went on. QOur porters went
with us. Along the way, we saw
evidence of the feudal warfare
which has been going on for the
last few years among the Tibetan
chiefs. The villages were in ruins.
Smoke-blackened clay walls were
all that remained of what once
were good substantial homes. The

electronic file created by cafis.org



872

inhabitants were in arms. From
time to time we kept meeting bands
of armed Tibetans, and we breathed
freely when they passed without
molesting us. After six and one-
half days of anxiety and travel, we
reached Tsechong on the right bank
of the Mekong.

At this point it might be of in-
terest to make a few remarks re-
garding Eastern Tibet. This is the
most promising part of Tibet. It
is well watered. The valleys are
fertile and grazing lands are abun-
dant. Along the Yangtze and the
Mekong, agriculture, fruit-grow-
ing, and ranching can readily in-
crease one hundred fold. All that
is necessary is law and order.
Since the beginning of civil strife
in China, the Chinese have gradu-
ally lost control of Tibet. Only a
small part of Eastern Tibet along
the Mekong and Yangtze remains
to them. Even in this small area,
the Chinese exercise little author-
ity. The Tibetans have driven them
out and revived ancient feuds. The
towns of Tsakalo, Batang, and
Litang are still held by the Chi-
nese; and the small, underfed,
unpaid garrisons in these places
are about to give up in despair.
At the present time, on account of
the lawlessness that exists, mis-
sionary work is very difficult.
When some kind of permanent
government is formed this will be
a splendid field for pioneer mis-
sionary work. The courageous,
stalwart, rugged Highlanders of
Eastern Tibet will make splendid
Christians—the type of Christian
needed to take all Tibet for Christ.

At Tsechong there is a Roman
Catholic Mission in charge of Pére
Ouvrard, from whom we learned
that the road to Yunnanfu was in-
fested with robbers. There was no
government in Yunnan to furnish
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us with escort therefore, we de-
cided to cross to the Salween, then
go on to the Irrawaddy, and thence,
through the wilderness, to Putao
in Upper Burma.

We needed food, clothing, money
and porters for the journey. In this
region there are so many deadly
diseases that porters are afraid to
go long distances from home, lest
they be stricken with disease and
die away from their people. Pére
Ouvrard came to our rescue. He
gave us food, clothing, money, and,
most important, persuaded his
own people to carry our food,
clothing and children. Our grati-
tude to this good friend is inex-
pressible. He cheerfully gave us
of what he had. He made us feel
the truth of St. Paul’s expression,
“God loveth a cheerful giver.”

The crying need of this part of
Yunnan Province is medical mis-
sions. In all the region from Yun-
nanfu to Batang—forty-three days
march—and west to Putao there is
only one man with knowledge of
Western medicine—Mr. W. J.
Hanna who is stationed at Talifu.
Add to this the fact that such dis-
eases as malaria, typhoid, typhus,
relapsing-fever, blackwater-fever,
sprue, and smallpox are very prev-
alent. These conditions give rise
to a serious situation—the use of
opium as a panacea. Every spring,
one quarter of the fields of Yunnan
are planted with poppy. Those
who handle and distribute the
poppy crop advertise opium as the
greatest medicine known. Its
power to relieve pain econvinces
those who try it, and as a result
the opium habit in Yunnan is ap-
palling. There is so much disease
and pain and fatigue that sufferers,
in their efforts to get relief, use
opium and form the habit. God
will bless, and future generations
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Used by permission of Roderick A. MacLeod.

THE FLOWERY BANKS OI' THE MEKONG

will rise up and call him blessed
who will show the Yunnanese a
better way of relief from pain than
the use of opium.

On the 27th of July, 1927, with
good Peére Ouvrard’s blessing we
left Tsechong for Putao.

In this part of the world there

A PERILOUS JOURNEY FROM BATANG
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NEAR WHANGFUPING

are no bridges, for the rivers are
rapid and wide. The Mekong, for
example, is about one hundred
yards wide, and pours through its
gorges a raging torrent. The na-
tives have devised a unique way of
spanning these wide rapid streams.
Long bamboo poles are split into
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shreds which are twisted into a
long, stout rope. A large post is
firmly fixed high up in the bank of
the river. From this post the
bamboo rope is stretched across
the river and made fast to another
post at a lower point in the oppo-
gite bank. The traveller places on
this rope a piece of wood shaped
like a ridge tile and called a “sad-
dle.” Over this saddle he places
a strap which he ties firmly about
himself. Then he clasps his hands
firmly over the “saddle,” some one
gives him a boost and he shoots
rapidly along the rope to the op-
posite side—a most thrilling per-
formance that made the children
shout with glee. One of the little
boys said, “Let’s go back again.”
In this way we crossed the Mekong,
the Salween and two branches of
the Irrawaddy.

On leaving Tsechong, our first
task was to cross the high divide
between the Meckong and the Sal-
ween. In this ridge snow peaks
rise in majestic beauty. Eight-
een miles north of the point at
which we crossed there is a mag-
nificent snow peak about 25,000
feet above sea level. It is called
“Kawakapo” (White Snow) and
is considered the abode of a deity.
Thousands of pilgrims from Tibet,
China, and Burma visit it yearly
to prostrate themselves in adora-
tion at its foot. As its snow-white
pinnacles stand out against the
blue sky it has the appearance of
a colossal marble temple. The point
at which we crossed this ridge is
about the same height as the sum-
mit of Mt. Blane. Numerous
streams of water rush down from a
glacier near the top of the pass.
We crossed the glacier without
mishap; and, after a rest at the
top, began the steep descent to the
Salween. On the way down, we
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were in constant danger from
stones which were loosened from
the trail by the feet of the porters.
These stones, gaining speed as they
rolled, passed us with great ve-
locity. When a stone got started,
a great shout went down along the
zig-zag trail to warn those on
down below of the danger.

In the valley of the upper Sal-
ween Roman Catholics maintain
two mission stations, one at Ba-
hang, in charge of Pére André, the
other at Chamutong, in charge of
Pére Genestier. These are, per-
haps, the most isolated mission
stations in the world. During four
months of the year, when the
passes are covered with snow, these
stations have no communication
whatever with the outside world.
It was thrilling to meet these pio-
neers and to share their hospital-
ity.

The most difficult part of our
entire journey wag the trip from
the Salween to Putao which took
us thirty-six days. We dragged our-
selves up steep places by vines,
roots and bushes, jumped across
deep chasms, crossed raging tor-
rents spanned by a single log and,
holding on vines, crossed the faces
of high precipices. Along the sum-
mit of this divide is a most miser-
able place. Here the warm mists
from the Bay of Bengal are con-
densed and precipitated in chilling
rains and snows. The ground is
of a blackish color, and covered
with a growth of stunted fir trees,
bearded with long grey moss. Here
and there are dark pools of glacial
water. At intervals we saw the
bleached skeletons of travellers
overtaken by snow storms. The
gloom of the tomb seems to per-
vade the whole place. Night over-
took us and we were forced to
camp in this desolate place. Dark-
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ness descended upon us like a pall.

The next important place was
Nogmung. Here things began to
look serious. Our porters had been
carrying for three days without
nourishing food. Our own supply
was down to three cupfuls of rice,
the remains of a dole given to us
by a petty official. To make mat-
ters worse, two men and a boy
were seriously injured in the fall-
ing of the approach to the sus-
pension bridge at this place. This
bridge was made by stretching
three strands of rattan across the

river and weaving into them slats .

of bamboo on which to walk. On
the left bank, the rattan was made
fast to a cross piece tied across
two trees that grew mnear the
water’s edge. This cross piece
was about eighteen feet from the
ground and about twenty feet from
the bank. Three bamboo poles
were laid from the bank to the
cross piece and on these were tied
slats on which to walk. I had
started to cross the bridge (it was
so old and rickety that only one
person could cross at a time) and
left the two men and boy standing
on the approach. I had made about
ten paces when I heard a terrible
crash. Turning about, I saw that
those on the bridge had disap-
peared. I hastened back and saw
that the bamboo poles from the
bank had slipped off the cross piece
and the two men and the boy were
precipitated on the rocks below.
There they lay groaning and bleed-
ing and unable to move. I could
not get down where they were and
called for help. Mr. Duncan came
with porters, carried them to a hut
and treated them as best he could.

On leaving Nogmung, our port-
ers were hungry and in a sullen
mood. It was difficult to keep from
wondering what our own medita-
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tions would be when our three cup-
fuls of rice were consumed. We
had not gone far when our
wretched caravan was lifted from
its gloom to the thrilling heights
of joy. The supplies from Putao
arrived. Everybody ate and was
filled. Five more days found us in
Putao and another twenty-one

Used by permission of Roderick A. MacLeod.
TIBETAN WOMAN AND BOY CROSSING
THE MEKONG ON BAMBOO ROPE
AT TSECHONG
days’ tramp through the jungle
brought us to the railway at Myit-
kyina where we met Mr. Geis of
the American Baptist Mission.
Two days on the train, and we
were in Rangoon. We had left Ba-
tang on the 27th of June and ar-
rived in Rangoon on the 28th of
October. Over the worst part of
the journey the women of the party

walked for twelve days.
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One sometimes hears the ques-
tion: Why does the Church send
people to such distant and such
dangerous places? Why send peo-
ple to places where they get them-
selves and others into trouble and
are sometimes killed? The answer
to this question is found in one of
the most significant expressions in
the New Testament, “Fellowship is
furtherance of the gospel.” Here
we have an adequate definition of
what the Church really is. The
Church of Jesus Christ is a “Fel-
lowship in furtherance of the gos-
pel.”

The Church of Christ is as Jesus
prayed it might be. Its members
are one in the same way that He
and God are one—to use the lan-
guage of the Master: “One even as
we are.” They are made alive to-
gether by a common life. They are
drawn together and held together
by the divine qualities of that life.
They love one another as they love
Him; they work with one another
as they work with Him.

The missionary activities of the
Church arise spontaneously from
its nature as a living body. They
arise from impulses inherent in
the life of the Church. The divine
life that animates the Church has
within it an impulse to impart it-
self—to reproduce itself. The
Church shares in the impulse that
sent Jesus into the world. Paul
felt it and became a missionary.
It makes every last member of the
Church a missionary. Love con-
strains them. Love is God’s life in
action—God spontaneously shar-
ing His life with people—recreating
them with it, animating them with
it, making them conscious of it,
making them one with Himgself in
mind and heart and will. Missions
is the Church in action—the
Church enlarging and enriching
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this fellowship, by reproducing its
life in others and making them g
vital part of itself—making them
members of the one and living fel-
lowship that will continue to grow
in beauty and joy forever. The
church is a “fellowship in further-
ance of the Gospel.” That is why
the Church sends out missionaries.
Each member is “impelled by the
expansive movement of his own
irrepressible soul.” The life within
the Church is a burning and shin-
ing light that permeates as far as
it can shine. The more it is aflame
with the true light, the farther it
will shine.,

The missionary is merely a vital
part of this living fellowship. He
does not go to the field alone. The
church goes with him. When Paul,
the first and greatest of foreign
missionaries, was a prisoner in
Rome, he was confined in a cistern
shaped dungeon. Yet from this
gloomy depth, he could write that
amazing letter of joy and confi-
dence to the Church at Philippi.
He was never alone. His cell was
the center of a joyous fellowship.
God was there; Jesus was there;
and, what is no less significant, the
Philippian church was there. “I
have you,” he wrote them, “in my
heart.” It is ever the same. The
fellowship of the spirit is, to the
missionary, as real as his own ex-
istence. The Church is always with
him. He has the Church in his
heart. The spirit which animates
the Church says to the missionary,
“g0,” and adds, “I am with you
always, even unto the end of the
world”~—till the last human being
is made to live and to thrill with
the life which is in Christ, till the
last living soul, created in the
image of God, is made worthy of
eternal fellowship with the Cre-
ator and Lover of all.
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. MR. WOLF DISTRIBUTING GOSPELS TO JEWS ON FIFTH AVENUR

THE VALUE OF OUTDOOR EVANGELISM

BY REV. JOHN N. WOLF, New York

Buperintendent of the Bvangelistic Department, National Bible Institute

HIS is the day of specializa-

tion. It is of prime import-

ance that some Christians at
least shall be specialists in the
work of going out to tell lost sin-
ers how to be saved. After many
years of experience as colaborers
together with Christ, we believe
that outdoor evangelism is the best
means that we have for producing
soul-saving specialists.

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple in our great cities never darken
a church door. They will not come
to church, therefore the messen-
gers of Christ must go to them.
Outdoor evangelistic meetings can
be conducted at almost any hour
of the day. At the noon hour we
catch the crowds on their way to
or from luncheon; in the after-
noon we catch the shoppers; in
the early evening we reach the
business folks on their way home,

and after the dinner period, we
can reach the promenaders and
theatergoers; again at midnight,
meetings are conducted to catch
the crowds after the theater. God
blesses the effort no matter what
time the meetings are held.

There is the added advantage,
that these outdoor meetings can
be held at almost any place. Some
are conducted in the great financial
district of New York, Wall Street
and lower Broadway; others are
held at the parks, the shopping
centers, and the great congested
tenement house districts. These
meetings have extended in the met-
ropolitan area all the way from
the Battery to Yonkers and from
the Hudson River to Far Rocka-
way. All five boroughs, Manhat-
tan, Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn, and
Richmond are included. New York
is the greatest city in the world,
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and outdoor evangelism offers the
greatest opporfunity for Christian
work. Multitudes who will not go
to church or visit the mission halls,
will attend these street meetings
and listen to the Gospel. By the
grace of God we can reach them
for Jesus Christ.

This phase of Christian service
also has a great advantage in being
a most economical and effective
way of administering our Lord’s
money. There is no rent to pay.
Our “church” in Madison Square
Park, of which Dr. J. K. Sterrett
is the pastor, is not an expensive
institution to maintain. 1t has a
beautiful blue dome and other ar-
tistic features. Sometimes the
“roof leaks,” but in spite of this
closely packed audiences give at-
tention to the preaching of the
Gospel. There are no mortgages
necessitating payment of interest
on our outdoor auditoriums at
Wall Street and Broadway, Madi-
son Square Park, Union Square
Park, Columbus Circle, down in
Hell’s Kitchen, over in the Gas
House district, up in Little Italy,
down in the Ghetto, or wherever
it may be. With a little sanctified
ingenuity to attract attention, in
a few moments we can gather a
congregation, sometimes as many
as five or six hundred and more.
No elaborate equipment is neces-
sary, no pipe-organs, or highly
trained choruses. All we need is
a small stand or a soap box and
an American flag. Some of the
finest preachers on earth give the
message on street corners. They
must be good speakers or the crowd
will not stand and listen. If the
speaker does not hold their inter-
est they will give up their “re-
served seats” and pass on.

During the year 1927, The Na-
tional Bible Institute of New York
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City conducted 8,337 distinct out-
door evangelistic meetings, having
an aggregate attendance of almost
half a million. Of this number 3,-
203 persons publicly responded to
a very definite invitation to accept
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and
Lord. In addition to these many
others followed the speakers and
sought to know how to have eternal
life. During the same period we
distributed free of charge 63,420
copies of the Gospels, New Testa-
ments, and tracts. The total cost
of this immense work was only
$10,000—or about two cents per
capita to reach sinners who prob-
ably cannot be reached in any
other way. Compare that with the
cost of maintaining some of our
large churches with small results.
Surely this is economical admin-
istration of the Lord’s money.
QOutdoor evangelism also pre-
sents the greatest opportunity for
the training of Christian workers.
There are today men in the min-
istry, on the mission field, in evan-
gelistic work, scattered far and
wide, who had their training in a
large measure at the outdoor
meetings. One young man, a for-
mer student in our school, is today
teacher of the large men’s Bible
class in the First Baptist Church
of New York. He was led into
Christian service by being asked to
go down to the corner and hold a
meeting. He has developed into
one of the very finest evangelistic
preachers in New York City. Two
others trained in this way are now
superintendents of gospel halls in
New York City and a colored
brother is leader of the Junior
Church at the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church where between seven
and eight hundred young people
attend his service every Sunday
morning. The pastor of the Lev-
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erich Memorial Church of New
York, the pastor of the Grace Bap-
tist Church, Belleville, New Jersey,
a missionary in Africa, another in
Central America, and many others
testify to the value of their train-
ing in the outdoor evangelistic
meetings.

Most Christians are interested
in the work of bringing the Gospel
to God’s “Chosen People.” Out-
door evangelism, in New York and
other cities, is one of the greatest
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come to accept Jesus Christ as
their Messiah.

Most important of all is the op-
portunity that out-door evangelism
gives us for reaching young men.
Wherever there is a possibility of
a meeting, men, ofttimes able men,
calling themselves “Free Think-
ers” or the “Four A’s,” gather the
young men of our day to teach
them anything and everything that
is absolutely opposed to Christian-
ity. They ridicule, they blaspheme,

A NOON MEETING ON FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK—ALL JEWS

opportunities in the world for
reaching the Jews. Experienced
workers acquainted with the situ-
ation say that this is the largest
Jewish mission field in the world.
There are said to be approxi-
mately two million Jews in New
York City and at almost every
meeting conducted on the street
corners many Jewish people are in
the audience. At some locations
the audience seems to be one hun-
dred per cent Jewish. Although oc-
casionally there is a little
opposition, they are always ready
to listen and to discuss. Many have

and do their best to undermine the
faith of boys who have been reared
in Christian homes. At most of
these meetings ninety per cent. of
those who attend are young men.
There is a need for young men for
the ministry today. Outdoor evan-
gelism is the way to reach and to
win them.

In the Morning World under
date of December 16, 1927, Com-
missioner Kennedy gives some
startling figures for the city of
New York. He says that during
the year just closing there were
“227 boys between sixteen and
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twenty committed to State’s prison
and 100 of twenty-one years; there
were 505 between these two ages
sent to the New York State Re-
formatory at Elmira; there were
529 between the ages of sixteen
and twenty-one, and 186 of twenty-
one years of age who were com-
mitted to the penitentiary. County
jails received 34 under sixteen, 4,-
835 between sixteen and twenty-
one, and 1,310 of twenty-one years
of age.” According to these figures,
during the one year there were
8,728 boys twenty-one years and
under committed from New York
City to the penitentiaries, reform
schools, and prisons, Note that
these were not from the state, but
from the city.

We have here a copy of “The
Report of the Four A’s,” (The
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Atheism). TUnder
the heading of ‘“School and Col-
lege Branches” (page six) it says:

The revolt of modern youth, which so
alarms the Orthodox, makes easier the
formation of anti-religious groups in
high schools and colleges. With the
elimination of religious instruction and
the introduction of the teaching of mod-
ern science, particularly Evolution, one
may with truth say that the schools in
their courses fight for Atheism.”

Most of these groups are, for obvious
reasons, secret. Whether open or secret,
their titles vary from “Truth Seekers”
and “Liberal Club” to “Damned Souls”
and “Society of the Godless,” and per-
haps at the extreme, that of a recent
branch in a California high school, “The
Hedonic Host of Hell-bent Heathen.”
This branch had, at last report, thirty-
five members out of 300 students, and
with systematic proselyting hopes to
have one hundred by the end of the
school year. The leader is an enthu-
siastic young genius, until recently very
active in the Church.

Under the heading of ‘“Atheist
Training School” (p. 6) it says:

The national office has established in
New York a training school with meet-
ings for the present once a week. Young
men and women and boys and girls are
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given practice in public speaking. Their
beginning is admittedly modest, but it is
hoped that the school will grow into what
the Opposition will call a seminary. The
movement needs large numbers of trained
debaters and lecturers, well-grounded in
the principles of Atheism. There should
be a training school in every large city.
On page 19 the report says,

A man or woman of any talent should
be able to collect a group, especially of
the younger generation, to discuss reli-
gious subjects, and occasionally to hold
a debate. Forums should be established
wherever possible.

The opponents of Christianity
realize the value of outdoor meet-
ings as a means for reaching young
men and work on the streets; they
are constantly busy to promote
atheism. It is the privilege of all
Christians under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and by the grace
of God, without any great gifts
and without any great expenditure
of money to go forth on the streets
of our city to tell out the simple
story of the Gospel. As the Gospel
is proclaimed it demonstrates be-
yond any possibility of contradic-
tion that “It is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that be-
lieveth.” Thank God that as the
result of such ministry there are
many men serving God today,
preaching the Gospel in New York,
and throughout the world.

These are five great facts that
show the importance of outdoor
evangelism. It offers the great-
est opportunity for reaching the
masses; it offers the most eco-
nomical and effective way to use
the Lord’s money; it furnishes
the greatest opportunity to train
Christian workers; it gives the
greatest opportunity to reach God’s
Chosen People, and it offers the
greatest opportunity to reach
young men for Jesus Christ. This
privilege is ours—to be colaborers
with Christ in the great work to
which He has called His followers.
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WITH STANLEY JONES IN SOUTH AMERICA

BY REV. WEBSTER E. BROWNING, LL.D., Buenos Aires, Argentina
Seoretary of the Commitiee on Cooperation in the Republic of the Rio de la Plaia

N INTENSIVE evangelistic
A campaign of three months,
in four of the leading coun-
tries of South America under the
leadership of Dr. E. Stanley Jones
of India, was made possible by the
Board of Foreign Missions of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and
the Committee on Cooperation in
Latin America. The interest and
sympathy of the missionaries of
practically all the evangelical
groups were enlisted, and the cam-
paign has had a wonderfully vital-
izing and unifying effect on all who
were able to share in the experi-
ence.

Leaving New York City in June,
Dr. Jones first visited three of the
most important cities of Brauzil,
then continued south to Uruguay,

crossed the Rio de la Plata to

Argentina, thence across the broad
pampas and over the Cordillera de
los Andes to Chile; then journey-
ing northward he stopped one day
in Lima, the old capital of the vice-
roys of Spain, and returned to New
York. It was necessary for him
to concentrate on the larger cen-
ters of population, generally near
the coast, but many interested
workers came from the interior,
some traveling five hundred miles
at their own expense. In this way,
a large number of workers heard
the evangelist and carried back in-
spiration to the smaller congrega-
tions that were unable to have him
in their midst.

The author of The Christ of the
Indian Road and Christ at the
Round Table is too well known to
need either analysis or praise of

his spirit and methods. But there
are several situations which have
emerged from the campaign which
may be of interest to the readers
of these pages.

1. As already suggested, it was
proved that the various groups of

DR. E. STANLEY JONES

evangelical workers are willing to
unite in an undertaking of mutual
interest, if a sufficient challenge is
presented. For the time, at least,
conflicting theological shibboleths
were laid aside and all were ready
to unite in listening to the evan-
gelist reason of the things that per-
tain to the Kingdom of Christ.
Representatives of more than a
dozen groups of workers in Argen-
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tina, widely divergent in their
creeds and manner of organization,
met daily to confer together as to
methods of Christian work, and
not once was a note of discord
sounded. Some had come with the
expectation that they would be
compelled to criticize. But their
criticism was hushed, and at no
time did the discussions descend to
the lower levels of sectarianism.
Perhaps the explanation was to be
found in the fact that the evan-
gelist, with incorrigible persist-
ency, presented Christ as the all-
sufficient Figure, and, as a result,
in His presence the discussions
were kept on an unusually high
level.

Some who had been considered
extremists, or narrow in their
thinking, were heard to exclaim,
after days of study together, that
after all it is Christ who must be
enthroned, and that methods of or-
ganization and sectarian interpre-
tations must be kept in a secondary
position. Hearts were made tender,
and the true spirit of cooperation
and unity in Christian service was
exalted as it has never before been
exalted in South America. Any
one who knows the religious life of
these republics and the tendency
to an almost endless division of the
evangelical forces (there are forty-
four varieties in the River Plata
Republics alone) will appreciate
with what joy this fact has been
hailed by those who are more in-
terested in the wider and more
vital implications of the Gospel
than can be condensed into any
sectarian formula, however broad.

2. It has been proved that even
the most highly cultured Latin
American, generally supposed to
be deeply contemptuous of religion
and impervious to its influence,
especially as regards the evan-

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[November

gelical interpretation of Chris-
tianity, can be touched to the quick
by the simple and tactful presenta-
tion of the claims of Christ, when
those claims are freed from the
shackles of this or that school of
thought and He is allowed to speak
for Himself with all His matchless
power.

The mind of the cultured Latin
American is probably more analy-
tical than is the mind of the medi-
tative philosopher of the Far East,
and it was feared that the messages
that had appealed to the highest
type of mind in India might not at-
tract these more nimble thinkers
of the West. But, once again, the
universality of the Gospel message
has been proved, in that some of
the outstanding scholars and
writers of the continent listened
with rapt attention and confessed
afterward that this new interpreta-
tion of Christianity—new to them
—had been a distinct revelation.
One such, the editor of one of the
most influential papers in Latin
America, referring to a luncheon
in which he had heard Dr. Jones,
said: “Since then I have been liv-
ing in a new world. I have Christ
in my heart and I am happy all the
time.” Others, while seeming to
dispute with the evangelist, con-
fessed afterward that their op-
position was only superficial, and
that new avenues of thinking had
been opened to them along which
they proposed to travel and con-
tinue their study.

In one meeting, almost two hun-
dred national teachers with their
Inspectors and the Minister of
Public Instruction, listened to an
appeal that made a deep impres-
sion on all and called forth from
the Minister certain statements
that show how deeply some of
these leaders are thinking along re-
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ligious lines, although completely
out of sympathy and touch with
the dominant church and as yet
outside the direct influence of the
Evangelical Movement.

3. The campaign has also shown
that hundreds of young men and
women, the future Ileaders of
political and social life in these
countries, are now on the fringe
of the Evangelical Movement, but
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Christianity. Hundreds of young
men crowded the meetings at the
Y. M. C. A, very often standing
throughout the program, and lis-
tened with deep attention to the
appeals of the evangelist. On one
such occasion the meeting was
closed with prayer after permis-
sion had been asked which was a
very marked departure from the
usual procedure in such meetings

DR. STANLEY JONES WITH STUDENTS AND FACOLTY -OF THE UNION THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AND THE TRAINING SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS IN BUENOS AIRES

are ready to assume an attitude of
deeper interest, if the present
awakening can be maintained.
Many have been influenced by the
Christian Associations, but the
churches seldom or never see them
within their doors. Their interest
and curiosity have been stimulated
in the past, but there has been but
little or no concerted effort to guide
them into channels of thought
which will bind them to a vital

in Latin America. Every head
seemed to be bowed in reverent at-
tention and many crowded the
after-meetings in quest of further
light and counsel.

4. Many of the leading evan-
gelical workers are convinced that
now is the time for the evangelical
movement to enter this new field of
activity. Heretofore, many of the
workers, both foreign and national,
have been hesitant, rightly recog-
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nizing their deficient cultural
preparation for this advance

among leaders of national thought,
while others have been fully con-
tent to continue their efforts where
there was less resistance and the
prospect of more immediate re-
turns on the investment of life and
funds.

The Boards back of these
workers have not been entirely
blameless, since, as one of the mis-
sionaries recently remarked, “What
the Board demands is a report of
the number of additions to our
church during the year. This idea
of the gradual permeation of so-
ciety with the Christian ideal may
be all right, but we are expected to
show practical results in the report
of new members.”

Today, there is a growing feel-
ing that the section of society in
which the workers have long op-
erated is becoming saturated, and
that unless they now move out to
undertake new tasks that demand a
different strategy and greater ef-
fort, the evangelical movement is
destined to become a spent force,
or degenerate into a mere rivalry
of sects, within a limited circle,
with the consequent and inevitable
friction that results from the clash
of personal convictions and ambi-
tions.

5. Consequently, in some centers,
meetings of leaders have already
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been held and resolutions adopted,
asking that certain workers be re-
leased for this new task—much as
Dr. Jones has been released for his
special work in India-—to go up
and down the continent, challeng-
ing its thought and holding up
Christ and the Christian concept
of life. Such workers must be na-
tionals. The day is fast approach-
ing, if it is not already here, when
the soul of Latin America can no
longer be reached through the lips
of a foreigner — especially of one
who originates north of the Rio
Grande. Dr. Jones was presented
to the public in the frame of India,
rather than that of North Amer-
ica, and his skill and tact acquired
during many years of service in a
similar field stood him in good
stead in the prosecution of his
task. But men of such unusual
preparation are few and are
seldom available for this special
work. Consequently, it is the na-
tional, well equipped, culturally
and in deep Christian experience,
who, with the moral and financial
backing of the Board or mission,
must set himself to this new task.

As was to be expected, the evan-
gelist has left the field with serious
problems that cry aloud for solu-
tion. The opportunity has come
for a great advance —but, as a
Spanish proverb tells us, “Oppor-
tunity is bald behind.”

OTH of the English papers at Buenos Aires and two of the

leading Spanish magazines have published gratis advertise-

ments supplied by the American Bible Society’s agency sec-
retary. Through the advertisements hundreds of copies of Spanish
Bibles have been sold to people living in remote parts of the coun-
try who could not have been reached readily by colporteurs.
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STUDENTS AND FOREIGN MISSIONS TODAY

BY JESSE R. WILSON, New York

Secretary of the Btudent Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions

RE students interested in mis-
A gions?
Decidedly not!

If the question is general, the an-
swer must be definite and negative.
Interest involves information and
the average student knows as much
about the missionary work of the
church today as the average citizen
knows about relativity. He may
have heard the term but all it con-
veys to his mind is a blur. Put the
question to-even nominally Chris-
tian students, “Do you believe in
foreign missions?” and the prob-
able résponse will be that quizzical
look which one gives who does not
understand your language,

‘Where students have become in-
terested enough to seek informa-
tion, several facts have given them
serious concern. One is a decrease
in the number of outgoing mission-
aries. Few realize how great this
has been. For the ten-year period
1916-1925 the average number of
missionaries going out from the
United States and Canada every
year was 1,040, but the past five
years show an average of only 877,
with only 728 going out in 1926,
and a decrease to 558 in 1927,

Further, there has been a great
increase in the number of mission-
aries who after one or two terms
of service are mnot returning to
their respective mission fields.. The
same -reason ' that - has . kept: the
Boards from sending new misgion-
aries has often kept them from re-
turning older ones; namely, lack
of funds. This has been true in
many cases where the missionary
wanted to return, was asked for by
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the people among whom he had
been working, and was qualified in
every way for effective service.

This decrease in the number of
new missionaries and increase in
the number of permanently fur-
loughed missionaries has been com-
mon knowledge among students in-
terested in missions. Some of their
own fellows, after years of prepa-
ration, have applied for appoint-
ment only to be rejected because of
“lack of funds.”®* Many of their
acquaintances are not returning.
In some cases, the reasons for stay-
ing in this country are obvious to
all and are thoroughly justifiable
so far as both the individual and
the Board are concerned. In other
instances, however, the impression
gets out that something is wrong
with the Board, the mission, or the
work, and interest in missions
suffers.

Student Questions

Very naturally, therefore, some
students have been asking them-
selves:

“Why should I purpose to be-
come a foreign missionary if the
evidence points to a gradual decline
of missionary interest?”

“Why should I prepare for mis-
sionary service if the chances are
heavily against my ever receiving
an appointment?”

“Even if I should be appointed,
what assurance do I have that my
services will be wanted or needed
over a long period of years?”

“Is the reduction of the number

1 Others, of course, are rejected because they
do not qualify in health, training, or per-
sonality.~—J. R. W
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of missionaries due chiefly to lack
of funds, or is the day of missions
over?”

“Are the church boards follow-
ing an unannounced policy of with-
drawal from all mission fields? If
they are,” say some fine students,
“they can withdraw without my
help. I am interested in an ad-
vance and not a retreat, however
strategic the retreat may be.”

“If this is not the case, do the
Christian leaders of mission lands
really want missionaries or will my
presence among them as a repre-
sentative of a foreign sending
agency tend to thwart their natural
growth and development ?”

Such questions as these are
largely organizational, but they are
asked by students who might, if
conditions were different, become
deeply interested in missions. If,
not only in words, but also by an
effective forward program, posi-
tive and convincing answers could
be given to these questions, such
answers would remove one of the
_greatest obstacles to a serious and
deeply personal consideration of
missions as a life-work on the part
of some of our finest undergrad-
uates.

Still another reason why there
has been a waning interest in mis-
sions among students is that they
have, in recent years as never be-
fore, been facing the evils of our
own land. Racial and industrial
conflicts, amounting almost to civil
war at times, class hatred, exploi-
tation of the poor and weak by the
rich and powerful, scandals in the
government, scoflawry, economic
(and sométimes even militaristic)
imperialism abroad, and a vast
category of evils have taken all
complacent satisfaction with our
own country and our own western
civilization from the minds of
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many students. To this group,
even the phrase “so-called Chris-
tian America” is not used any
more; ‘“non-Christian America” is
the usual term now. Suggest for-
eign missions to any of this group
and one of the first responses will
be, “Should we not clean up at
home first?”’

Some years ago a traveling sec-
retary of the Student Volunteer
Movement, Dr. Walter Judd, now
a missionary in China, wrote a
pamphlet on “Why Leave non-
Christian America for the Orient?”
The great popularity of this
pamphlet has revealed how wide-
spread is the question discussed by -
it. But despite a fine array of con-
vincing arguments by Dr. Judd,
showing why we cannot wait till
America is more Christian before
carrying our Christian message
abroad, the question persists. The
only effective answer will be a new
and determined effort on the part
of the church at home to make
America really Christian.

Speaking conservatively, in the
past not more than one out of every
two thousand Protestant Chris-
tians has gone abroad as a mission-
ary.? No one can argue that if
that one should have stayed at
home conditions would have been
greatly different. They would not
have been. On the contrary, the
very going out of missionaries has
stimulated many Christians at
home to greater effort. The loss
of some has been more than com-
pensated for by the renewed zeal
of others. But the question goes
deeper than that. It is not, “Am
I really needed at home?” It is
rather, “If the thousands here in
America cannot produce better re-

2 One writer estimates that of our Protestant
church members, for every one who is serving
as a missionary abroad, we are keeping 2,81
at home.
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sults than they have produced,
what basis have we for believing
that Christianity will solve the
problems and meet the needs of
other lands?”?

That students are justified in
pressing this point is evidenced by
the following honest confession of
the recent Jerusalem Missionary
Council.

The Church has not firmly and effec-

tively set its face against race-hatred,
race-envy, race-contempt, or against so-
cial envy and contempt and class-bitter-
ness, or against racial, national, and
social pride, or against the lust for
wealth and exploitation of the poor or
weak. We believe that the Gospel ‘pro-
claims the only way by which humanity
can escape from class- and race-hatred.’
But we are forced to recognize that such
a claim requires to be made good and
that the record of Christendom hitherto
is not sufficient to sustain it.
This claim must be sustained if the
church expects to inspire in its own
young people, not to mention the
people of other lands, the belief
that Christianity is an adequate
remedy for the ills of mankind.

To the doubts which students
have as to whether or not they can
or ought to be missionaries is
added a third consideration which
acts as a deterrent force to any
who today seek to promote an in-
telligent and active interest in for-
eign missions on any of our college
campuses. Many students do not
have a type of Christian faith and
Christian experience which de-
mands that this faith and experi-
ence be shared with others. To
many, God is a problem to be
solved, not a joyful reality to be
experienced, much less to be
shared. To them even the problem
of God is not an urgent one. If
one has time for it, all right; but
if not, then it does not matter
much. The world seems to go along
with a pretty good swing, God or
no God, so people say. Besides, one
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cannot be sure. The best course to
pursue is to “bet one’s life there is
a God.” Many nominally Christian
people do not even go that far.
They only say, “I do not know that
there is a God but I am going to
live as if there were and, in the
meantime, as opportunity offers it-
self, I shall keep up the quest.”

Now this kind of religion, which
at best is a mere side-line of in-
tellectual effort among many
others much more absorbing, does
not produce missionaries. Mis-
sionaries are not knights on a
quest. They are couriers on an
errand. They are not groping
seekers after an unknown God;
rather they are men and women to
whom God has already revealed
Himself historically and in their
own experience in and through
Jesus Christ. This revelation is so
rich, so wonderful, and so increas-
ingly sufficient for the deep needs
of their own lives that they seek to
put others in the way of the same
knowledge and experience.

But to say that in the colleges
today there are very few students
who have passed through a spir-
itual adolescence wherein childhood
faith has become a glowing bright
reality, transforming, engaging,
and compelling, is not an expres-
sion of pessimism. It is a plain
statement of fact. Our modern
processes of evangelism and reli-
gious eduecation in church and
school are not producing men and
women after this pattern in any
great numbers. Until they do, the
challenge to foreign missionary
service is going to fall, for the most
part, on deaf ears; and well it may,
for no matter how attractive,
learned, capable, and unselfish one
may be, he is not qualified to serve
as a Christian missionary set for
the advancement of the Kingdom
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of God unless his whole life—what

" he is and what he does—is
grounded in some vital, growing,
and satisfying personal experience
of God.

Some think that this is a fairly
gloomy picture. It is; and it
could be made gloomier still if in-
stead of dealing with at least
nominally Christian students, as I
have done, reference were made to
that large number of students who,
seemingly, feel no constraint what-
soever to unselfish living. It is
easy enough for men and women
in our colleges today to hold that
success is not measured by service
but by dollars. TUtilitarianism de-
termines the value of curriculum
courses; and the possibilities of
acquisition rather than, of function
or service determine careers. Per-
haps there has never been a time
when more thought was given to
the principles of vocational guid-
ance as applicable to students, but,
unfortunately, most of those prin-
ciples are such as to render inop-
erative the essentially religious
idea contained in the word “voca-
tion” — a call, implying One who
calls and therefore a divine com-
m1ss10n

One writer on vocational guid-
ance for college students lists the
following as criteria of profes-
sional success: ‘“membership or

_fellowship in the professional so-
cieties; salary and net income;
offices in the professional societies;
Awell—recogmzed professmnal dls-
tinctions, such as medals, govern-

.ment -appointments, - commissions

and awards of various kinds; finan-
cial responsibility of -professional
assignments”; and others of a
similar character. In such an at-
mosphere what chance.does a chal-
lenge to foreign missions have of

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

-.a few students,
- undergraduates who have been at

[November

getting a hearing, much less a
favorable consideration?

Gloomy though the picture is, we
do well to look at it, for it is
against this background and in re-
lation to it that signs of hope for
the future begin to appear. Cer-
tainly for the past five or six years
the student attitude of North
America with reference to foreign
missions has been characterized by
lack of information, lack of inter-
est, sharp and caustic questioning
of the whole program, and in some
cases a spirit of indifference that
has been almost impregnable.

However, certain churches, or-
ganizations, and individuals have
been unshaken in their faith in the
divine origin, continued necessity,
and present urgency of the mis-
gionary cause. Moreover, they
have maintained their faith in
students and have not let all of
them forget that some people at
least still regard missions as the
most “serious and significant of
20th century enterprises.” Weak-
nesses and defects have been
frankly acknowledged; but con-
vineing facts have been set forth
to show that missionaries in and
through an unselfish spiritual min-
istry, are bringing men to Christ
who breaks the shackles of moral
evil and guilt and releases men and
gocieties and nations from cramp-
ing custom and blighting social
practices so that in Him they may
stand up free and complete.®

Changes in Student Attitude

Within the last eighteen months,
some -obgervers have been able to

'see the beginnings- of significant

changes-in the attitude of at least
In the recent past,

all -interested have dissected mis-

3 Seé the Jerusaleim Message Statement.
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sions as they are prone to dissect
every other problem of the day—
with a great deal more of irre-
sponsible slashing than careful ob-
servation. They have not deigned
to profess any personal interest.
In recent months, however, while
questioning has persisted, a bit of
“what does all this mean to me?”
spirit has begun to manifest itself.
“If things are wrong, maybe I
have some responsibility for set-
ting them right,” say some. ‘“Be-
sides there may be more to com-
mend than I have ever guessed.”
“What’s right with missions?”’ is
seen by some to be as pertinent a
question as “What's wrong with
missions?” Certain it is that a
new kind of missionary interest is
manifesting itself on some cam-
puses, and while few life commit-
ments are being made, the period
of purely academic inquiry for the
sake of criticism seems to be pass-
ing.

«Another significant change in
student attitude is coming from
their study of comparative religion.
Qur age has witnessed great de-
velopments in this field. We all
have or may have a fairly intimate
knowledge of non-Christian reli-
gions. With this knowledge comes
a growing appreciation of the fact
that in all ages and in all lands
men’s hearts and minds have
reached out toward goodness,
beauty, and truth, and that in all
these realms significant discoveries
have been made. It is clearer to us

than to men and women of any

other generation that God has not
left Himself without witness
among any people. Fear or. reluc-
tance to admit this has been rapidly
giving way to a rejoicing in the
fact ‘““that even -apart from. con-
scious - knowledge of . Him, when
men are true to the best light they
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have, they are able to effect some
real deliverance from many of the
evils that afflict the world.”

The Pre-eminence of Jesus Christ

But students who are serious
and thorough in their study of com-
parative religion discover that,
againgt the background of a grow-
ing knowledge and sympathetic ap-
preciation of other religions, Jesus
Christ, fulfilling and securing “all
the good of which men have con-
ceived,” stands out in a clearer
light than ever before. They are
able to see with others that “just
because Christ is the self-disclosure
of the One God, all human aspira-
tions are towards Him, and yet of
no human tradition is He merely
the continuation. He is the desire
of all nations; but He is always
more, and other, than they had de-
sired before they learnt of Him.”

The glib statement that one re-
ligion is just about as good as an-
other simply does not stand in the
light of an honest, appreciative,
thorough - going study of the
world’s living religions. 1t is evi-
dent to all serious students that,
on the basis of the solidarity of the
human race, i. e.,, common char-
acteristics, common needs, common
problems, that religion which is
best for any people is the one best
for all. TIf Jesus Christ is essen-
tial to the highest and best life of
the West, He is essential to the
highest and best of the East, and
for the same reasons. i

We do not go to the nations called

non-Christian, because they are the worst
of the world, and they alone are in need

“—we go because they are a part of the

world and share with us in the same hu-
man need—the need of redemption from
ourselves and from sin, the need to have
life complete and abundant and to be re-
made after this pattern of Christlikeness.
We desire a world in which Christ will
not be crucified but where His Spirit
shall reign.
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This is the argument of the Jeru-
salem Message stated so as to re-
veal the compelling motive back of
Christian missions. And it is an
argument that today is securing an
interested and responsive hearing
from many students. This is true
whether they discover it for them-
selves in their study of compara-
tive religion or hear it fairly pre-
sented by others.

Missions and the Problems of Life

Further, students are discerning
that the missionary movement is
concerned about the real problems
of life. In recent years the im-
pression has been abroad that the
best energies of missionaries are
spent in merely nurturing a feeble
church which does not give much
promise of helpfulness to the com-
munity in which it is located. It
is a wrong impression, but evi-
dence to support it has not been
wholly lacking. And the charges
and citations of students have at
least been strong enough to do two
things. They have brought forth
from almost every field and out of
every period of the modern mis-
sionary movement an abundance of
data showing that missionaries
have to do with life-needs and life-
problems of the people among
whom they labor. They have also
stimulated missionaries and mis-
sion boards to face anew their re-
sponsibility not only for a program
of evangelization but one for
Christianization as well. Evan-
gelism is always and everywhere
the primary task of missions.
Any one who discounts its im-
portance is lacking in spiritual dis-
cernment. But evangelism, how-
ever essential, is only the planting
of the roots of the Christian faith.
And students interested as they
are, and ought to be, in the great

THE- MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[November

social and industrial and interna-
tional problems of the day rightly
expect that roots, once planted and
duly nurtured, shall produce the
fruits of righteousness, justice,
mercy, and truth in corporate as
well as individual life. Jesus said,
“By their fruits ye shall know
them.” It is a poor sort of evan-
gelism that does not result in a
better community life.

The last two conventions of the
Student Volunteer Movement, at
Indianapolis and Detroit, have
spent what seemed to some a dis-
proportionately large part of the
time allotted for meetings to this
secondary aspect of missions.
However the student attitude, as-
suming as it did that missions are
set for the propagation of a re-
ligion having to do with the prob-
lems of the next world to the
exclusion of those here and now,
seemed to demand just this em-
phasis. The beginnings of re-
newed interest in the work of the
church around the world on the
part of many students paving the
way for the quieter and more ef-
ective processes of the Movement
point to a justification of these con-
vention programs.

Religious Beliefs That Matter

Finally, an increasing number of
students today are coming fo a
place where they recognize that
there are some religious beliefs
which matter. In recent years
many have refused to think in the-
ological terms. This is true not
only of students. “The generation
that is drawing to a close has been
trying on an unprecedented scale
the experiment of a creedless re-
ligion.” As a close observer has
pointed out some “have tried to go
back behind intellectual formula-
tions to the experience out of
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which all formulations arise and
have found the gist of religion in
quality of life”; while others
“have tended to substitute action
for intellection and to center atten-
tion on devotion to the Kingdom
of God even if one’s opinions were
utterly at sea as to what ‘God’
" means.”

But such attitudes cannot long
commend themselves to any large
number of people. “Any complete
religion is threefold. It is mystical,
practical, and metaphysical. It in-
volves a radiant experience, a so-
cial program, and a philosophy of
life.” There has been, therefore,
on the part of a growing number
of students a new quest for God in
personal experience and a deepen-
ing conviction that a coherent
world outlook in relation to God is
absolutely necessary. Once again
Jesus, who has been speaking with
authority to students on the prob-
lems of war and peace, industry
and internationalism, is being
looked to for a sure and satisfying
revelation of God. Those who
heretofore have gone to the New
Testament simply to extract some
principle applicable to the problem
in hand are beginning to go to it
for light on one’s self, the world,
human need, God, the ultimate vic-
tory of good over evil, and the
possibility of “an ever-growing,
ever-enlarging, ever-lasting life.”
They are learning again that men
live not merely by mystical ex-
periences, nor yet by absorption
in programs of social betterment,
but also by ideas of ultimate values
and basic realities by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God. In this last realm no less
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than in the other two Jesus Christ
is revealing himself as unique, uni-
versal, essential. As men yield
themselves to Him, He meets the
deepest needs of their lives and
becomes to them an all-sufficient
Guide for conduct and career.

The trend in student Christian
thinking is now in this direction.
No one would argue that it has pro-
ceeded far. No one can be sure
that it will continue in the same
direction, especially in view of the
undiminished strength of material-
ism and practical atheism regnant
in the western world on and off
college campuses. But I believe it
will. I believe it because the spir-
itual influences which have ini-
tiated the trend have already
demonstrated their ability to op-
erate in spite of the forces in
opposition. 1 believe it because
history reveals that the Christian
life and message have in the past
triumphed over similar forces. I
believe it because I believe in God
—His wisdom, love, and power—
and His effective concern for a
world of men, women, and little
children who are in need of that
full deliverance which the Gospel
of the Son of God proclaims and
secures. I believe that the spirit
of this same Father-God will con-
tinue to work in the hearts and
minds of American students until,
compelled by a full-rounded and
transforming experience of Him-
self and a vision of the world of
human need, many of them will be
willing to give themselves at home
and abroad to the end that men
everywhere shall become partakers
with them in the glorious inherit-
ance of the sons of God.
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- A MISSIONARY CALL AND THE RESPONSE

BY REV. JOHN T. FARIS, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa.

N MARCH 22, 1883, an issue
of The Christian Advocate
and Journal and Zion’s

Herald contained a call from Dr.
Wilbur Fisk, President of Wes-
leyan University:

“Hear! hear!

“Who will respond to the call
from beyond the Rocky Moun-
tains?

“We are for having a mission
established at once. Let two suit-
able men, unencumbered with fam-
ilies, and possessing the spirit of
martyrs, throw themselves into the
natives, live with them, learn their
language, preach Christ to them,
and—as the way opens—introduce
schools, agriculture, and the arts
of civilized life. The means for
these improvements can be intro-
duced through the fur traders, and
by the reinforcements with which
from time to time we can strength-
en the mission. Money shall be
forthcoming. 1 will he bondsman
for the Church. All we want is
the men. Who will go? Who? I
I know of one young man who I
think will go, and I know of no
one like him for the enterprise.
If he will go...... we only want
another, and the mission will be
commenced the coming season.”

Jason Lee responded to the call.
He persuaded his nephew, Daniel
Lee, to go with him. Two others
joined them later. The journey
was made by river and on horse-
back to Missouri, then with a train
of trappers to the Northwest.
There were those who called fool-
ish this home missionary pioneer
bound for Oregon, but Jason Lee
thought otherwise. In his diary

he wrote of the fur traders in their
company :
“These men incur more danger

for a few beaver skins than we do

to save souls; and yet some who
call themselves Christians would
have persuaded us to abandon our
enterprise beeause. of the danger
accompanying it.”

The story of the heroic service
in the Oregon Country that fol-
lowed, is a part of the wealth of
home missionary literature. Look
up Jason Lee; read of him and of
his fellow worker, and of Marcus
Whitman who was sent out by the
Congregational Church only a lit-
tle later: Read of the decision
made by Narcigsa Prentiss to ac-
company him, and of their joint
persuasion of Dr. H. H. Spalding
and his bride to go in their com-
pany. Mrs. Spalding was told that
she was not strong enough for the
journey and for the hardships that
would follow, but she replied with
true Christian fortitude, “I have
made up my mind for Oregon.”
Then came the long overland jour-
ney whose narrative is an epie, and
the service among the Indians
which is among the romances of
home missions. How these mis-
sionaries paved the way for set-
tlers who came after them to the
Oregon Country; how they found
their way to the hearts of the In-
dians and made converts among
them; how Mrs. Whitman became
a ministering angel to the Indian
women and children, while her
husband proved his love for God
by hard service in field and forest
and pulpit, and his love for men
by his repeated efforts in behalf
of hundreds who ctossed the plains.
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THE PRESENT-DAY CITY.TREND *

BY CHARLES HATCH SEARS, New York
Seeretary of the New York City Baptist Mission Society

HE City has a certain in-

trinsic value: folks, people—

all kinds of people, white,
black and intermediate shades; at-
tractive and unattractive, crude
and cultured—the ends of the earth
tied into a new bundle of humanity,
the ends are terribly frayed but all
are people. God save the people.
Make ever so small an improve-
ment in a city and many people
reap advantage from it.

Dr. Isaiah Bowman, in speaking
of the great irrigation projects of
the government, in a recent article
in Foreign Affairs says:

The Reclamation Service has been in
existence for twenty-five years. It has
developed irrigation projects where water
has been stored and where the settler has
been invited to come in under terms re-
garded as generous. In twenty-five years
how many people have we actually taken
care of? The total farming population
upon the twenty-four national irrigation
projects of the West after twenty-five
years of government aid and generosity
is but 137,000.

In one small section of New York
stretching from the Battery up to
Houston Street, a little over two
miles, there are 340,949 people.
People everywhere!

My friend pointed out where a
neighboring farm house had been
and then the site of the old school-
house, but nothing remained.
There were not even cultivated
fields, nothing but a stretch of
woodland — second growth. But

* One of a series of articles on population
movements in America: the frontier move-
ment; the city trend; the immigration move-
ment; and the suburban trend. The purpose
of theae articles is to show the missionary im-
plications of these important population move-
ments within the United States. Supplemental
articles on the northern migration of Negroes;
and the return of the European immigrants

are contemplated.—C.

my friend asked me to be more ob-
serving. Then I saw apple trees
growing in the wildwood. They
were not “wild apple trees” some-
times to be found in woodlands
but had been planted. These apple
trees carried on the tradition of a
one-time homestead. The boys had
gone to the city. The old folks—
yes, there was the burial plot. My
friend had built an attractive sum-
mer home on the hillerest over-
looking a group of New Hampshire
lakes and adjoining the old farm
house where four generations of
his kin had lived and where one of
his brothers still lived, but the
farm was in a state of suspense.
This is the rural aspect of the
“city trend.” Population move-
ments leave a trail behind; often
pathetic, sometimes tragic.

Why the City Trend?

The old farm in central New
York where the writer’s boyhood
was spent is still in action, but the
“cradle” which he once swung into
standing grain has yielded to the
“binder.” One man on a binder
or a mower can accomplish more
than a half dozen with cradles or
scythes. ‘“Farm hands” are no
longer required.

Labor replaced by the machine is
back of the city trend. Up to the
Civil War the majority of workers
within the states were on farms.
As late as 1880, 44 % of them, while
by 1920 only 26 % were engaged in
agriculture. Until after the Civil
War the United States was pre-
dominantly rural and even during
the decades of the ’70s and the
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'80s there was an enormous agri-
cultural development in the west.
Secretary of Agriculture Jardine
recently stated that the farm pop-
ulation decreased 2,000,000 from
1919 to 1924 and yet the farmers
in America “in the five-year period
centered on 1925 averaged a vol-
ume of production about one-
seventh larger than the five-year
period centered on 1919.”

Machinery which released men
from the farms created a demand
for workers in factories. The num-
ber of workers in factories in-
creased from 1,311,246 in 1860 to
9,096,372 in 1920 while the value
of manufactured products in-
creased during the same period
from $1,885,861,676 to $62,418,~
078,773. Weber, in “The Growth
of the Cities in the Nineteenth
Century,” puts the matter scien-
tifically.

The Industrial Revolution and the era
of railways, both of which opened
earliest in England and the United
States, have been the transforming
agents in the redistribution of popula-
tion. They are the elementary forces in
the bringing about of Modern Capital-
ism. The redistribution of population is
accomplished not only by a movement
from the fields to the cities, but also, by
migration across the seas.

In his last statement we see how
closely related to the city trend is
the immigration movement, just as
we have seen how the city trend is
the converse of the depopulation of
rural areas. All these population
movements are part of a whole.
The church is in the midst of them.

But another factor mugt be taken
into account. Manufacturing with
its concomitants trade and com-
merce tends to concentration of
population and the building of
cities. Agriculture does not re-
quire concentration of its workers.
These are the basic influences for
the growth of cities. True, there
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are many other more human ex-
planations. The writer can well
remember the agricultural depres-
sion in the east of the '80s and '90s
due both to these causes and to the
more general application of ma-
chinery on western farms. He can
also recall the lure of the city. The
social contrast between the city-
bred boy and the country boy, and
how this applied even to the coun-
try boy after a few years of city
residence — better-fitting clothing,
faces not so red, hands not so
rough, “manner” more attractive
to the girls of the village. “John
must be getting on in the city.”
“How much is he getting?”’—and
the city trend was on, It took all
six boys from my father’s farm.

Thig city trend is reflected in the
last Federal Census. In 1800, 4%
of the population of the United
States lived in cities with 8,000 or
more inhabitants. The next 50
yvears brought a comparatively
small advance to 12%, but the next
70 years brought 44% of the pop-
ulation into cities of 8,000 or more
and 51% to all towns and cities of
2,500 or more.

A Recent Phenomenon

Absorbed in our own generation
it is difficult to appreciate how
sudden has been the advent of the
great city. Dr. Josiah Strong
(““Challenge of the City”) called
attention to the death of an old
man who was the first child to be
born in the city of Chicago. True,
a city had its social pull even in
Roman times. These words of
Juvenal might apply to the modern
city instead of to Rome in the sec-
ond century — “If you ecan tear
yourself away from the games in
the circus, you can buy a capital
house at Sara, Fabratiria, or
Frusino for the price at which you
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are now hiring your dark hole for
one year.”

We can better understand the
city trend by considering it decade
by decade. This progress is traced
by Weber in his monumental work.
Before 1800, “the phenomenon of
concentration of population was
not to be found in the United States
as a whole.”” Curious to say, the
first approach to concentration was
in Maryland and Massachusetts,
not in New York, Pennsylvania or
Rhode Island.

The opening of the Erie Canal
in 1821 literally made New York
City and stimulated greatly the
growth of up-state cities. TUrban
population in the United States
grew rapidly from 1820 to 1830,
moderately from 1830 to 1840, but
then there was a recession from
1850 to 1860 due to the enormous
development of the Mississippi
Valley; again a more rapid city
growth from 1860 to 1870 due to
manufacturing.

Following the panic of 1873,
urban growth had another setback,
but since 1880 city development
and growth of manufacturing in-
dustries has been continuous.

Again we cannot speak of the
United States as a whole for the
urban concentration was in the
north as early as 1890 (49.31 in
the north Atlantic division).

Other factors than manufactur-
ing have played a part but these
we may only mention. Transporta-
tion made cities possible. Ancient
cities were limited by the range of
their food supply. Better sanita-
tion has made large concentration
of population practicable.

Physical Redemption

Advance in public health in cities
is an inspiring story. It is difficult
to comprehend that in 1875 in New
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York City, 124 out of every 100,000
of the population died of smallpox.
In 1926, there was not a single
death from this disease. More re-
cent but almost as striking has
been the gain in dealing with diph-
theria, typhoid fever and tuber-
culosis. Mute testimony to changed
health conditions was borne by the
recent removal in 1926 of some
500 bodies buried about 1845 in a
subcellar of a downtown New
York church and further by the
list of the diseases—typhus, small-
pox and cholera. Even a casual
reading of such books as Weber’s,
referred to above, written in 1399
and Josiah Strong’s Challenge of
the City, published in 1907, reveal
a pessimistic outlook upon city
health conditions. In 1902 the aver-
age number of deaths for the rural
area of the United States was 15.4
out of every 1,000 persons while
in cities it was 17.7. No wonder
that Weber makes this generaliza-
tion, “clearly the concentration of
population produces an enormous
drain on the vitality of the peo-
ple.” This continues so far as the
nervous strain is concerned but is
not reflected to the same degree in
the death rate. In 1927 the death
rate in Greater New York had
been reduced to 11.80, a marked
contrast with the death rate of the
same city from 1856 to 1865 when
it was 32.35, nearly 300% greater.
The change has been brought about
by physicians, by boards of health
and the wise use of the “police
power,” vested in municipalities by
which better housing and other im-
provements have been secured.
Certainly the physical redemption
of the city is practicable and the
striking advance may be taken as
a prophecy of its moral and spir-
itual redemption yet to come. Had
there been the same progress in
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housing and in the field of mu-
" nicipal city planning as in the field
of public health there can be little
doubt that the standard of health
in urban areas would have risen
above that of rural areas.

Moral Delinquency and Community Life

Unfortunately there has not been
the same progress in political mat-
ters or in religious life or in the
field of social welfare generally.
Therefore, the growth of cities is
still a disturbing factor in Amer-
ican life. :

One of the disturbing elements
is the breakdown of community
life, the rapid changes in neighbor-
hoods and the general mobility of
the people. This is known to the
most casual observer but recent
sociological studies have given a
more accurate basis for judgment.
For example, LeRoy E. Bowman
of Columbia University presented
to the American Sociological So-
ciety at its meeting held in New
York in 1925 the results of a study
of population changes, in six dis-
triets of New York City. Popula-
tion in the lower West Side,
known as the Bowling Green area,
decreased from 1910 to 1920 by
24%; in the lower East Side,
from the Battery approximately to
Houston Street, the decrease was
25.83%. Other areas show an
enormous increase for the same
period, the Borough of Queens for
example, an increase of 52%. Dr.
Bowman shows that the shifting of
racial groups is quite as striking.
For example, the Russian popula-
tion on the lower East Side de-
creased during the period by 46%
and curiously enough the Irish by
the same percentage. Even the
Italian population decreased 20%
while the Greeks, Turks, and
Canadians increased. How much
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affinity there is between these
groups may -be imagined. Still
more striking, Dr. Bowman refers
to one public school on the lower
East Side which shifted its racial
makeup during the period from
99% Jewish to 99% Italian,

No degree of city planning or
municipal control can govern these
racial shifts but there are other
changes which may be regulated by
wise city planning. Failure to
control the general “uses” to which
a block or district may be put has
disrupted many neighborhoods.
One of the contributing causes for
the decrease of population in lower
East Side New Yonk is the estab-
lishment of factories and the gen-
eral development of business. This
may be fully in line with good pub-
lic policy for that particular -area
but business has ruined many
good residence areas that should
have been preserved and whose
preservation might have been as-
sured through proper zoning. It
is a curious fact that after ex-
periencing these costly community
upheavals desirable residence com-
munities in the older residence
areas of New York are springing
up in older sections under the pro-
tection of recent zoning regula-
tions. How much New York and
other cities might have been saved!
Indeed, how many churches and
other redemptive agencies might
have been saved.

Failure to restrict density, to
classify types of residence, to reg-
ulate the placing of industries, to
restrict the location of garages,
theatres and other business estab-
lishments has been among the main
contributing causes of population
shifts and neighborhood break-
downs.

The relation .of this mobility to
the suburban trend is all too evi-
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dent but this subject will be treated
‘in a separate paper.

Undesirable Communities

The City Trend, with its individ-
ual community ebb and flow, re-
sults not only in a breakdown of
old communities but in the forma-
tion of new communities based on
the segregation of people of similar
tastes. Too often in the older sec-
tions of the city these groupings
are unfortunate. A dramatic but
pathetic situation was revealed in
a paper read before the American
Sociological Society in New York
in December, 1925. It was a rec-
ord of a detailed study of the room-
ing house area on the lower North
Side of Chicago. These word pic-
tures tell the tragic story: the
lodgers 52% are single men—10%
single women and 38% couples
(married supposedly but actually
60% living unmarried) —rooming
houses childless though the popula-
tion is in the productive ages rang-
ing from 20 to 35 years—known to
labor leaders as the “white collared
group”—filling clerical positions—
also students. “The constant com-
ings and goings of its inhabitants
is the most striking and significant
characteristic of this world of
furnished rooms. This whole pop-
ulation turns over every four
months.”

Another unfortunate group, re-
flecting moral, economic and hous-
ing conditions is the lodging house
area of old New York on or near
the old Bowery. Conditions have
recently been unearthed by Com-
missioner Harris of the New York
Board of Health for many years in
the department. “I had no per-
sonal knowledge that conditions so
unsanitary and inhumane existed
in certain ‘lop houses’ until a few
complaints directed my attention
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to this matter. Following the usual
custom with respect to all com-
plaints, an investigation was made.
This disclosed the fact that for
years homeless men have been ex-
ploited in the Bowery without any
constructive attempt to come to
grips with the problem of provid-
ing lodging and shelter that con-
forms to elementary standards of
decency, comfort and health, ex-
cept in the case of a few social
agencies.” “This is what we found:
Flop house No. 1. A zigzag shaped
cellar with two windows opening
in the rear, each 32 by 70 inches,
with a 16-inch fan and no other
ventilation. There is but one exit
from this cellar and in case of fire
this would be a death trap. Occu-
pied as a rule by at least 200 men,
allowing by actual measurement
127 cubic feet per man, whereas by
law the minimum standard for
lodging houses—which is none too
high—is 400 cubic feet of air space.
Two toilets and one wash basin
constitute accommodations for
these 200 men, in gross violation of
the Sanitary Code. Here the men
sleep in their clothes on the bare
floor; a tangled mass of hu-
manity.”

Missionary Implication

The missionary implication of
the city trend and of these popula-
tion shifts is evident; on the one
hand revealing the failure of the
Church, and on the other, the per-
plexity of the Church owing to the
failure of our city fathers. The
many conditions referred to are -
only indirectly due to the failure of
the church though they make the
task of the church exceedingly
difficult. These are the conditions
which have made the operation of
the average church a hazardous
undertaking.
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. The pastor of one of the oldest

churches in  Greenwich Village
speaks of the difficulty of bringing
up Italian young people in Green-
wich Village in view of the extreme
types which these Italian young
people see about the Village—for
example, there protected Italian
girls see an “artist” of the Bo-
hemian type who promenades the
streets stockingless, and otherwise
in gaudy attire. They also get the
effect of the “night life” of Green-
wich Village participated in by
Americans of the older type—coun-
try cousins and wayward sons and
daughters.

A Chain of Churches

One of the unfortunate aspects
of the suburban trend is the with-
drawal of the more resourceful
from the areas where the strong
are needed “as a rock in a weary
land.” No settlement or down-
town church can take the place of
virile personalities who have
grown up in these communities.
The best substitutes the church
can bring in are warmhearted and
consecrated social and Christian
workers with initiative and ability
to add an element to the com-
munity life now altogether lacking
and to provide a personal guidance
for the youth of these communities
who are coming into an unfavor-
able social heritage. Ecclesiagtical
reformers with a certain phari-
saical liberalism demand that high-
powered, cultured, wealthy com-
munities in favored uptown or
suburban localities be permitted to
organize their religious life just as
they organize their social life and
golf clubs on a community basis
without “the intrusion of denomi-
nationalism.”

Pray, let there first be discovered
a substitute for a chain of churches
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with denominational affiliations
which now link diverse and ever-
changing communities together in
working fellowship ~— some white,
some Negro, some Oriental, some
socially bankrupt, others richly en-
dowed, some with evangelical vis-
ion, others with purely old-world
religious outlook and others
frankly irreligious. Let these de-
nominationally emancipated lib-
erals establish a channel of service
comparable to the channel of serv-
ice provided by interdenomina-
tional agencies for Negroes strug-
gling to secure church equipment
and to organize their own com-
munity life; for the men of the
Bowery sadly in need of a brother;
for children compelled to play on
crowded streets; for new American
young people demanding proper
social outlet; for women living
drab lives in congested tenements,
and for scores of others socially
and religiously unfavored in many
communities.

The meeting of such conditions
by Christian churches is one of the
necessities growing out of the city
trend, the population movements
and the suburban trek. This is
not a plea for denominationalism
nor for sectarianism but for the
linking of churches of diverse types
into a chain for service. The
more favored community needs the
community of culture and resource
but not more than the community
of culture and resource needs con-
tact with communities of other
types. Let us link together
churches of diverse types into a
chain of social - educational - reli-
gious service. Religion is not an
individual matter alone. Religion
is not a community matter alone—
not if the city is to see its religious
redemption in this or any other
generation.
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ON THE EDGE OF AFRICAN MENTALITY

BY REV. HERBERT SMITH, Lotumbe, Coquilhatville, Congo Belge

HERE is fasecination in try-

ing to determine just what a

person means by the words
which he utters. Even among one’s
intimate associates, there is some-
times enough difference between
what is meant and what is said to
give opportunity for considerable
guessing. The difficulties increase
when a white man tries to enter
the realm of African native
thought and custom. Here he is in
an area that is, for the most part,
quite unexplored. Often each. tribe
and sub-tribe has a different atti-
tude toward different subjects.

After an African language has
been learned, one finds that words
have different meanings on dif-
ferent occasion or in the mouth
of different speakers. It is as when
a small boy learns to spell “two”
and thinks that he has gained some
knowledge. The next day he learns
that “to” and “too” also sound the
same but mean something different
and he declares that if there is such
a word, no one knows how to spell
it.

A native trying to translate
English into Lonkundo comes
across a sentence with the phrase
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“a single tree.” He promptly
writes: ‘“an unmarried tree” as he
has heard only of a single lady, or
a single man, as meaning “unmar-
ried.” Who can tell what ideas
white people have?

If one lifts the corner of the veil
a little from the mind of the Af-
rican, he is surprised to see the
numberless” array of superstitions
that color the whole native
thoughts and actions.

A boy at play with a small frog
pretends to make the frog touch
the face of the other boy who
cries: “Don’t put that thing in my
face.”

“Why not? Do you have an
ekila (taboo) on a frog?”

“No, if T were to kill that frog I
should catch iteh from the ecrown
of my head to the sole of my foot.”

“Really” laughs the white man
who is:-working near by. “I wonder
if Moses caught itch when he de-
stroyed so many frogs in Egypt?”

“Was he an Nkundo?”’ came the
quick challenge. “If he was an
Nkundo the ekila applies; if not,
it does not.”

A white man, in the early morn-
ing when it was fresh and cool,
called to the men:

“Get your spades and picks, I
want to make some holes so that
we can plant fruit trees this after-
noon when the sun has lost its
power.”

“But I can’t dig holes” murmurs
one man.

“Can’t dig holes” the white man
cries. “Why, any child can dig a
hole in the ground.”

“Yes, yes, yes, I know a child ean
dig a hole, but we are looking for
a little ehild in our house and dur-
ing that time I can’t possibly dig
holes.”

“Why not?” asked the unbe-
liever.
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“Becduse it is our custom.”

After a while you may learn
that such & man, may not only, not
dig, but he must not carry the end
of a pole on his shoulder, and he

"must not climb on the roof of a

house to repair it. While the baby
is still unborn there is an ekila
which restricts many of his ac-
tions. Why?

Digging a hole suggests digging
a grave. If he should dig holes
while his wife’s future condition
was still unknown would it not
suggest that he expected to bury
her?

He may not carry the end of a
pole on his shoulder because it is
the custom to wrap a corpse and
then tie the body to a long pole
while two men carry it to the
grave.

Why not climb up on a house?
Because a house in which a person
dies is left to rot, or is pushed over
and a man might climb on the
house to destroy it as well as to
help repair it.

White men may be distressed at
finding a new grave only a few
yvards from the door step. To our
notion this is not hygienic, But the
baby was not six months old and
it would never do to bury it in the
common grave yard with the
grown folks. Its little spirit might
cry and disturb the grown peo-
ple’s spirits. Bury the baby in
the yard near its own mother house
and if it cries its mother will not
mind. There is also the chance that
the little one may be reborn to the
mother.

These superstitions are dis-
covered in the most unexpected
places. We were working out in
the gardens, clearing a path. We
went through a growing garden of
manioc (cassava) about two feet

electronic file created by cafis.org



1928]

high. Suddenly one of the boys
cried out:

“Look at what the white man is
touching.”

I looked expecting to see a snake
or scorpion, or some biting insect
but the boy said the one word ekila
and there on a stick which had two
forks was a dried palm leaf.

“Is that all” I said. “That wont
hurt anybody.”

The look on the boy’s face
showed that he did not believe me.
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Africa is not influenced alone by
the missionary, there are fthou-
sands of other white men who come
and attempt to destroy all the be-
liefs of the African. The mission-
ary is like the modern doctor. He
is not satisfied to treat symptoms.
He wants to know what causes the
symptoms and once having found
that has some hope of curing the
patient. But many white men in
Africa today have no interest in
the mental and spiritual life of the

Photo by Dr. Barger.

DR, BARGER AND HIS ASSISTANTS BEFORE TIHE BOLENGE HOSPITAL.
BELGIAN, CONGO

The ¢kila was there as a watch
dog to prevent stealing. Like the
famous sign seen in the white
man’s land: “Beware of the dog”
when the kennel is quite empty.

If you destroy the belief of the
African boy in the charm of this
nature and do not put some new
deterrent in its place what will the
boy do? It took ages to get this
old set of beliefs and prohibitions
info the fabric of African society
and they cannot be replaced by
new ones in one generation. Little
fellows, not over six or seven, can
tell you these ekilas by the dozens.

native. Many of them deny that he
has any spiritual life and others
act as if he has no mental ability.

When did the proverbs and the
hidden references between the
Nkundo and Bacwa people have
their origin? Who built them into
the fabric of the African life? It
happened so long ago that the
present generation has only a
hazy folk lore that requires much
intuitive imagination to guess the
solution.

These two peoples are different.
The Nkundo insists that there shall
be no mixing of blood and often
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‘regard the Bacwa as animals, not
people at all, because they think
and act differently. Yet some from
each tribe look very much alike.
Their habits, too, are different.
The Bacwa like to hunt, and can
live for weeks in the forest, on the
food they gather. They are not
very keen on the making of gar-
dens, for they prefer a wandering
life. The Nkundo like a village life
and the gardens that they can grow
near home. Many white men can-
not distinguish the two peoples but
to the native, both Nkundo and
Bacwa, this is a huge joke. They
roll over and over at the humor of
it.

There is a social cleavage be-
tween these people, that nothing
seems to transcend. They live at
different ends of a village and do
not intermarry. Illicit relations
are tabooed. A Bacwa man, work-
ing away from home, married an
Nkundo wife and lived happily
with her. After a number of years,
he brought the wife home but when
she found that she was expected to
live in the Bacwa row, she never
entered his home. She returned to
her own people at once.

“The child of the fish,” said one,
“that stays in the river, gets along
all right. The child of the animal
that stays in the forest, prospers,
but if the child of the fish and the
child of the animal change places,
or live together, destruction comes
upon them. Bacwa and Nkundo
cannot mix. If they try to break
down the taboos between them,
there will be wars and anarchy at
once.”

They drink water from different
springs, they bathe at different
pools or different places in the
river. The mission digs a deep
well and places a pump which
carries the water to a reservoir so
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that the source cannot be con-
taminated. The invitation goes out
for all people to come and get fresh
pure water. Will both Bacwa and
Nkundo take that water peace-
fully? Not at all. The Nkundo law
says that the Bacwa shall drink
water from a different source than
that of the Nkundo. Though a
third party supplies the water for
everybody they will not both drink
of it. If the Nkundo give way on
this, they say: “It will not be long
before the Bacwa will say that
they can eat out of the same pot as
the Nkundo, ean live in the same
row, can marry their wives or take
them at any time they see fit.
There will be no end to the liberties
they will take. We are Nkundo,
they are Bacwa. We cannot mix.”

The enmity between black people
has been a surprise to the *white
man. In preaching the Gospel, this
has to be taken into consideration.
A white man can preach to both
groups, and an Nkundo man can
preach to the Bacwa with consider-
able success, if he has allowed the
Gospel to soften his words, but a
Bacwa finds it difficult to preach to
an Nkundo audience. It is always
attended with considerable risks
for some one in the Nkundo audi-
ence may mock the Bacwa
preacher, because his accent
classes him with the tribe that was
at one time slaves.

This question of race is a sore
spot in the conscience of the Chris-
tian. What does it all mean? Men
born in the same village, perhaps
on the same day, have different
antecedents, and are as far apart
as those born thousands of miles
apart. Each race or tribe feels that
it is as good or even better than the
other race. When one tries to help
the one called the lower race, he
may be met with the query: “Which
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48 the lower race? Aren’t we as
good as you?’ We are different is
a just response. The Christian
adds—*“HEven if that is so, let us
help one another to find out the
reason for the difference.”

The unwritten literature of Af-
rica is full of weird fascinating
tales not only of animals but also
of real and mystical people. These
tales are numberless. A few have
been published but there must be
thousands that have never reached
a white man’s ears. It is a rich
field for investigation and ought to
help considerable in the under-
standing of the mental life of the
people.

The African hates to do things
in a hurry. He fears to admit the
white man into that secret realm of
his thought life, lest he be mis-
understood, The white man may
laugh at his beliefs. He may be
under oath, except to his own kith
and kin, and then only under the
proper circumstances may he re-
veal certain customs. So, the
would-be student who would learn
many things of African life, finds
his path blocked because he cannot
find the person who will teach him.

It is exceedingly difficult for a
white man to find his way in the
forest. Animal pathslead in a hun-
dred directions. The native leaves
signs as he goes. Some paths he
blocks by putting a bunch of leaves
on the one that is to be closed. He
also breaks off or bends over little
twigs of the path that he follows,
so that on the return journey, he
will have guiding signs. Few
white men visit the forest often
enough to become acquainted with
it. Therefore, to save time, he
hires a native guide without whom
he would wander for hours without
reaching any destination. In the
native spiritual world, if a real
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guide could be found, how many
forest paths could be explored and
how many rare species of native
ideas could be discovered. Most
natives can guide through forest,
but few can act as guides to their
own ancient beliefs. So the white
man wanders and after hours of
searching, has discovered very lit-
tle.

There is a classic illustration of
African misunderstanding. The
Ashanti people of the Gold Coast
had an emblem which was known
as the “Golden Stool” which tradi-
tion says came out of the sky. It
was a native stool covered with
beaten gold. No one ever sat upon
it and the stool itself was not al-
lowed to touch the bare ground. It
always stood on a skin of some ani-
mal, perhaps a leopard skin. It
has its own house and its own at-
tendants outnumbering those of
the king. The king may touch the
stool, but must never sit on it. The
white man, seeing so much respect
given to a stool, thought it was a
kind of throne that represented
temporal power. To the native it
is only a spiritual idea, the emblem
of the soul of the nation.

The white man, as ruler over that
country, determined to get posses-
sion of the stool but the natives hid
it. One day when the governor had
assembled the native chiefs, he
asked, “If T am ruler here, why do
I not have the ‘Golden Stool’? Why
am I not sitting on the ‘Golden
Stool’ now?” That speech produced
a war. After the war was over an
officer was appointed to study
more clearly the language and na-
tive customs. One day he dis-
covered that the Golden Stool had
nothing to do with rulers or kings
or anything temporal, but was a
symbol of the unseen, the spirits of
the fathers, the prosperity and
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peace of the nation, the soul of the
people.

In every day language, the white
man said, “We don’t want your
stool. Bring it out in public. It is
perfectly safe, we have misunder-
stood its purpose.” From that
moment the idea of cooperation
was born. Prosperity and con-
fidence began to grow. It had
taken years to find the path, and a
war had been waged because the

Fhoto by Dr. Barger.
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white man was hopelessly lost in
the unlimited forest of native be-
liefs.

The African. gives the Gospel
stories a setting that makes the
performers do their work in Af-
rica. For instance the story of the
Ten Virgins. What kind of oil did
they have in their lamps? Most
people think of kerosene, because
that is the oil they have seen used
in lamps unless they know only
electric lamps. But in sections of
Africa where the copel is used that
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is the thing those five foolish vir-
gins forgot to provide. Copel is a
gum found at the roots of certain
trees. In export trade it was used
for varnish but many natives used
it for a light. It lights very easily
and burns slowly. So those five
women found that they had no
copel and to get it at night from
the root of trees and in the swamps
was a very long job, and of course
no bridal supper could wait for
them while they went in search of
it. Then get your copel ready dur-
ing the day.

The parable of the man who
built his house on a rock, becomes
something like this, when told by
the native Christians. Once there
were two young men who went fish-
ing. It was the dry season and the
river sand bars where showing
everywhere. One of them said, “I
am going to build my house for
this fishing season right here on
this nice sand.” The other said
“Don’t do that. The river may rise
and you will be in trouble. Come
with me and make a temporary
house on the bank.”

“No I shall be right here and I
can attend to my traps and save
time going to that high bank.”

So they fished and fished and
they dried a lot of the fish over a
slow smoky fire. The one had his
house on the sand near to the
water and the other up on the
bank. Then suddenly one night a
great storm came. There were tor-
rents of rain and the thunder and
lightning was terrific, as it can be
in tropical lands. Above the storm
the man on the bank heard cries
for help and he waved a fire brand
to see if his friend happened to be
near. The river was rising rapid-
ly and he heard his friend trying to
climb up the bank. He rushed to
help him and pull him high and
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dry just as the river swept by and

“carried every bit of fish he had
caught during the dry season and
all his other things in his hut. He
lost everything.

Now the application is: The
man who built his hut on the high
bank was a wise man and so are
they who hear God’s word and
build up high in the safe places.
They not only believe the teachings
they hear but act on them.

The story that grips the Af-
rican more than any other is the
story that God gave his Son, His
only Son to the world to die for us.
How anyone could give their child,
their only child, to some other
cause, and that willingly, is beyond
their belief. They accept that as
one of the wonders of God’s good-
ness. If you come to Africa, the
greatest story that you could tell
and find ready hearers, is “God so
loved the world that He gave His
only Begotten Son.”

A missionary goes on a journey
through the villages, preaching as
he goes. Early in the morning, in
the deep forest between villages,
we meet a village elder on his way
to market. He walks with an hun-
dred springs in his ankles. He
seems to touch the ground with
only the balls of his feet. His body
is one complete unit of movement
and rhythm. It is a joy to watch
the way he covers the ground. He
gives up the notion of going to
market when he meets us, and
turning around, announces with a
broad smile, “White man, you are
to sleep in our village tonight.”
Why this urge to remain all night
in the village? Is it hospitality,
hope of gain, prestige it will bring
to have a white man remain, or
does he want the Gospel preached
again for himself and people? He
marches back with us to the vil-
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lage, and he soon has a cluster of
people urging us to stay. Even
though it is not yet noon, we make
camp, and in a short time this old
elder comes with water, firewood,
meat, and plantains for the car-
riers. He asks for no present. He
does not even want medicine. So
why does he urge us to stay?
There is something of the old, old
story that he wants to hear again.

BANGONGO

We journey on and soon are
among a people who speak another
language. The Bacwa are here,
but they speak, not Lonkundo, but
Ekonda, the language of the
stronger people. Before the com-
ing of the white man, the natives
could travel very little, but now
they travel much farther, and the
ideas of one section travels much
farther than formerly. A man
from the Ekondo people goes to
live in another section. After
awhile he dies, or some of the im-
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portant members of his people die.

"His own people come with the
witech doctor and perform all the
mystical rites of their people. For
somewhere near the place where
the man died, his spirit still re-
gsides. The ceremony is a sort of
drama, but also includes an initia-
tion for the oldest boy into the ways
and rights of the dead. There is
some kind of a tall scaffold for dif-
ferent kinds of gymnastic stunts.
A huge basket is hung under the
scaffold. A fire is kept under the
high platform, and the horns of
animals containing the charms are
stuck in the ground. There is a
tiny house for the witch doctor,
often decorated with different col-
ors of mud. There is some kind of
fetish, perhaps only a head of
wood, or a statue made of clay.
There is also the burning of a
house, perhaps that of the dead
person whose wake is being cele-
brated.

“What does this all mean,” you
ask. “O0, it is only a play. It is
something we do,” is usually the
answer. But if the matter is
pressed with more questions, they
admit that it costs a lot of money,
and then they try to change the
subject. All the people who come
from a distance have to be fed dur-
ing the time that the places are be-
ing prepared for the play, which
may take weeks. Then there is
payment to the witch doctor and
his helpers. The general public
watches the play free of charge.
But the people who are to be
benefited by the mystical service
of the witch doctor, pay the bill.
The ceremony links the present
with the departed and keeps alive
the old life of the village and gives
holidays to hundreds of people who
come from many villages to wit-
ness the service.
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The Gospel preacher has very
little chance to do effective work
while the witch doctor has the
minds of the people under this
spell. The preacher is one of the
people and must exercise a great
mental effort to free himself from
the performance. Five years or ten
yvears ago, he believed absolutely
everything that the witch doctor
did. He was brought up on such
beliefs. He cannot argue success-
fully that the witch doctor is do-
ing many things by slight of hand.
It will take a long time to train
preachers who have the mental
equipment properly to present the
matter to the people, so that all
the magic loses its power.

This performance follows the
African custom of the whole people
doing things together. Working
all together, hunting together,
playing together, and now they
think that they are doing religious
gservice together. The family and
the clan and the village is thinking
and talking through charms and
incantations to the dead of long
ago, connecting the living with the
spirits of the other world.

The Gospel does its work along
another line. The Gospel does
bring blessings to whole communi-
ties, in which those who believe in
God and those who do not, are
equally helped. But the real thing
is to get each individual to repent
and turn to the Lord, and heathen-
ism does not teach either the need
or the necessity for such a thing.

The people have long believed in
the spiritual world and spiritual
things. Now comes the need of the
right interpretation of these things
so that God will be exhalted and
His Son received into the hearts of
the people. This is the work of the
Christian missionary and the na-
tive preachers.
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MISSIONS AND WORLD PEACE

BY DR. FREDERICK LYNCH, New York
Educational Secreiary of The Church Peace Union

OME years ago two interest-
ing missionary books were
published; one “Some By-

Produets of Missions” by Dr. Isaac
Taylor Headland, formerly of
China; and the other, “Human
Progress through Missions” by Dr.
James L. Barton, of the American
Board. These books show how
missions have not only carried the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the indi-
viduals in far-off lands, and have
established churches and convert-
ed individuals to a new Way of
Life, but they show how Christian
missions have influenced the whole
life of nations—their ideals, their
educational system, their politics,
their medicine, their law and the
human relationships within the
nations. These authors also call
attention to the part that missions
have played in promoting interna-
tional goodwill.

Since these books were written
fifteen years ago the role of ‘peace-
maker has become one of the chief
functions of the missionary.
Statesmen are now concerned with
the organizing of the world for
peace. At present the nations are
trying to outlaw war by treaties
of arbitration. But no matter how
perfect our machinery for peace,
ultimately peace rests upon certain
great fundamental, spiritual prin-
ciples, certain dispositions of the
nations toward each other, and ihre
will for peace. Understanding
must precede peace. In this realm
of the spirit the missionary is one
of the chief forces.

There can be no peace except as

it is based upon the Christian con-
ception of brotherhood. Every
migsionary who goes into a foreign
land predicates brotherhood. The
Chinese and Japanese are his
brothers or he would not go. Here
is a gesture of goodwill at once.
Some of the most striking testi-
monies from the foreign field have
been to the effect that recognition
of the yellow people by the white
as brothers has changed their
whole attitude toward the United
States. When a greatly beloved
missionary was leaving China, af-
ter twenty years of devoted serv-
ice, two documents were drawn up
and presented to him by the man-
darins of the neighborhood. After
dwelling upon how much the
friendship of the missionary had
meant, the prefectural mandarin
said: “I have been glad to note the
manner in which you have aroused
the latent sensibilities of the popu-
lace to similarity of feeling and a
recognition of the essential unity
of principles, so that the barriers
of East and West have been for-
gotten, and a valuable contribution
has been secured toward cordial
international relations generally.”
Mr. Taft, as Governor General of
the Philippines, discovered that the
missionaries were his most power-
ful allies in promoting goodwill be-
tween the Filipinos and the United
States, and he bore eloquent testi-
mony to that fact. It was reported
that the American soldiers used to
sing of the Filipino:

“He may be a brother of William H.

Taft,
But he ain’t no brother of mine.”
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Mr. Taft got little help from the
" soldiers but the missionaries with
their Gospel of brotherhood helped
him win the confidence of the na-
tives. There are no such words as
“Chink,” “Jap,” “Dago,” ‘“Shee-
ny,” or “Nigger,” in the true mis-
sionary’s vocabulary.

The missionary has rendered an
inestimable serviee to the cause of
international peace by his insist-
ence on racial equality. Many
Americans and Europeans, even
some who call themselves Chris-
tians, openly avow their contempt
for the Chinese and Japanese. This
attitude makes for ill will. No one
can measure the effect upon the
Japanese of our discrimination in
immigration laws which are based
upon race. They would probably
have led to real friction between
the two countries had not the Japa-
nese known, largely through their
acquaintance with the mission-
aries, that there was another
America. Solong as this contempt
of one race for another persists
there can be no sure peace. The
missionary boldly asserts that
Christianity knows no such dis-
tinctions. He shows appreciation
of the culture and achievements of
the races to whom he ministers and
recognizes their true greatness.
The best books in the world on the
fine qualities of other races, have,
almost without exception, come
from the missionaries. Dr. Robert
E. Speer, in his “Christianity and
the Nations,” says: “It is the mis-
sionary construction of Christian-
ity alone which proclaims a hope
and use for every race. It affirms
the dignity of each national genius
and destiny, and the necessity of
its contribution to the perfected
family of God. It denies the va-
lidity of the principle of racial
separation, and will not believe

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD
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that any fiat of the Almighty has
closed the door or denied the power
of the endless life to any race.”

The Eastern races are beginning
to find themselves. They are rapid-
ly coming to a sense of power.
They number millions and have in-
exhaustible resources materially,
mentally and spiritually. What is
it going to be, ecooperation or
strife, peace or war? It depends
largely upon our attitude toward
them. The missionary promotes
peace.

As an interpreter of one people
to another the missionary renders
perhaps his greatest service to the
cause of international peace. He
interprets the best America to
Japan, and the best Japan to
America. The tourist too often
shows the worst American char-
acteristics and he sees little of the
real Japan. Naval officers, with
some notable exceptions, convey
the impression that America
wishes to dominate the Pacific and
often report at home that the Jap-
anese are a cunning people cherish-
ing secret designs upon America.
It is the missionary who best re-
veals America to Japan, and who
has revealed the real and best
Japan to America. The Honorable
Wm. H. Taft in a Founder’s Day
address at the University of Penn-
sylvania used these striking words:
“The greatest agency today in
keeping us advised of the condi-
tions among Oriental races, is the
establishment of foreign missions.”

As far back as 1858, Mr. Reed,
then United States Minister to
China, wrote to the Secretary of
State as follows: “Having no en-
thusiasm on the subject, 1 am
bound to say that I consider the
missionary element in China a
great conservative and protecting
principle. It is the only barrier
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between the unhesitating advance
.of commercial adventure and the
not incongruous element of Chinese
imbecile corruption.”

Dr. Robert E. Speer says: “The
service of the missionary enter-
prise is varied and it is indispen-
sable to the neighborliness of man-
kind. The missionaries make the
East and West, the North and
South, acquainted with one an-
other. All other agencies combined
do not do as much to introduce the
West to the Oriental races. They
draw after them the love of mil-
lions in the lands from which they
come, and it is their business to
win the friendship of those to
whom they go. There they become
centers of goodwill and kindly
feeling.”

The books that have revealed
the real character of the Japanese
and their true character to Amer-
ica have, most of them, come from
missionaries and the best books
about American people published
in Japan have been written by
missionaries. These missionaries,
as preachers and teachers, have
lived in every Japanese city. Their
lives have been a constant revela-
tion of the best American ideals.
By their sermons and lectures and
personal contacts they have con-
tinually imparted information of

the Christian America they repre-’

sent. They have removed misap-
prehensions and pointed out our
highest qualities and dwelt upon
friendliness. When they have re-
turned to America, they have gone
up and down the country telling
people of the Japanese, revealing
their finest qualities, removing
suspicions and insisting upon the
desire in the heart of the best
Japan for friendship. They have
shown that the real Japanese are
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as frank and sincere and true as
are the best Americans.

A very eminent Japanese said
to me: “Dr. Gulick has done more
to preserve goodwill between the
United States and Japan and to
remove misunderstandings than
any man in America, either in
government circles or outside of
them.” The missionary creates
understanding and understanding
underlies all our endeavors affer
peace. No League of Nations or
treaties of arbitration will be ef-
fective without understanding
among the nations.

Finally the Gospel is ultimately
the one supreme uniting power of
peoples and nations. If all the
peoples of the world could be
brought to accept the religion of
Jesus Christ the sense of oneness
and of unity would be enhanced a
thousandfold. Peace always grows
with the sense of oneness. Of
course governments, like Chris-
tians, are sometimes ambitious,
cantankerous, proud and revenge-
ful. Patriotism is a deeply rooted
instinet in the human heart. It is
fair to say that were the nations
of the world all of the Christian
faith, the prospects of universal
peace would be much brighter.
There would be that sense of one-
ness which, if not an absolute
guarantee of peace, would cer-
tainly help its consummation.

The moment the Church doubts
the universal character of Chris-
tianity, doubts that the Christian
religion is for all races and all na-
tions and peoples, and thinks of it
as only a Western sect, that mo-
ment Christian missionaries will
lose their interest in India, China,
Turkey and Japan. But we are
going to evangelize the world, and
we can make mankind one only in
Jesus Christ. '
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DESTRUCTION IN PORTO RICO

IXTY-EIGHT churches and nine-
S teen parsonages have been de-

stroyed and sixty-five more
churches and fourteen parsonages are
seriously damaged, with thousands of
people homeless and seven hundred
thousand suffering for the lack of the
necessities of life; this gives but a
faint and unrealistic picture of the
damage in Porto Rico from the recent
hurricane that swept the island across
to Florida, Baptists, Christians, Con-
gregationalists, Disciples, Methodists,
Presbyterians, United Brethren and
Roman Catholics all suffered and are
sorely in need of prayerful sympathy
and financial help.

The islanders have always been
poor but they have been struggling
upward since the transfer of the
island from Spain to the United
States. The vast majority of the peo-
ple live in shacks or small huts and
gather a precarious livelihood from
small farms, coffee, fruit and sugar
plantations and other agricultural
enterprises. They have never thought
it necessary to build any substantial
houses in the country districts and
few have learned to practice thrift.
Their income has been small and their
necessities comparatively few. The
Protestants have begun to be more
provident and to practice thrift. They
have sought education and have had
before them the ideal of self-support.
They have begun to put up their own
churches and parsonages and to train
Christian leaders for Porto Rico and
workers for neighboring Latin Amer-
ican lands.

Now suddenly comes an unforseen
calamity that destroys their churches,
their homes and many of their crops!

Thousands of breadwinners and others
lost their lives, and for others the out-
look is dark. The large and efficient
Presbyterian Hospital at San Juan is
also considerably damaged and will re-
quire extensive repairs. This hospital
has rendered remarkable service to the
sick and disabled and thousands have
come to it annually to be cured and
to hear of the Great Physician.

The Methodist orphanage in San
Juan ig also extensively damaged as
were the Episcopal Hospital at Ponce
and the Congregational Hospital at
Humaocao,

How can this calamity work out for
good to the Porto Ricans? That it
may and will there can be no doubt
but in the meantime there is much
suffering and the call for immediate
help is urgent. The Presbyterians
alone say that $250,000 is needed to
repair the damage and to help these
in dire distress. Other Christian or-
ganizations are also calling for help
from friends in America who are
abundantly able to respond.

One great blessing that may come
from this calamity is the stirring of
sympathy in the hearts of those who
have become self-centered and com-

‘fortable in their self-indulgence. The

blessing to the cheerful, generous
givers will be greater than that to the
needy recipients of gifts.

Another blessing will come through
the certain, though rude, awakening
to the consciousness that temporal
things are unstable and pass away;
that the spiritual things alone abide
and are most worth striving for.
Many Porto Ricans may be awakened
to a need for higher living and better
building, materially and spiritually.

Another benefit will doubtless be in
the bringing of Christians into closer
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fellowship. Already Porto Rico has
" been an example of Christian coopera-
tion. The Evangelicals have a Union
Theological Seminary, a Union paper,
press and bookstore and the Poly-
technic Institute at San German is the
largest educational institution in the
West Indies. They should be brought
closer to Christians in the United
States and to each other through this
suffering.

Now is the time to help Porto
Ricans. The Red Cross has under-
taken to collect $5,000,000 to relieve
the physical suffering and four fifths
of the sum has already been collected.
Large and small gifts should be sent
in to the Mission Boards promptly to
meet both physical and spiritual suf-
fering and to help build for the fu-
ture in Porto Rico.

PERSIA AND THE MISSION
SCHOOLS

As a result of conferences between
the Protestant Missions and the Gov-
ernment of Persia, action was taken
by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions on June 18, 1928, as follows:

“The question of the mission schools
in Persia and of the limitations already
imposed, or possibly to be imposed, upon
them by government regulatlons was
laid fully before the Board. . .

“It was voted to reply to the mquu'y
of the Persia Missions that the Board
hoped the Persian Government would
pursue the policy of the governments in
Japan and India and Siam in Asia, and
of governments of the West, in recogniz-
ing the prineiples of religious freedom
and according full edueational and reli-
gious liberty to private schools which
ask no state support and which seek only
to make a genuine contribution to the
strength and well being of the nation.

“If, however, for the time being or for
an indefinite period, the Persian Govern-
ment is unwilling to accord these rights,
the Board would advise the Missions to
endeavor to secure in their educational
work the right to give Christian instruc-
tion, either as a required or a voluntary
course as the missions may deem best,
to non=Moslem pupils and to offer it as a
voluntary study to Moslem pupils, either
within the curriculum or without school
hours, and to be excused from the re-
quirement of giving instruction in Mos-
lem religious law. If the government
forbids the Bible and all Christian teach-
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ing or influence in the case of all pupils
whatsoever, and requires instruction in
the Koran or Islam, then, the Board will
be obliged reluctantly to close its schools
and to wait for a better and a more just
and enlightened day.

“If the minimum requirements, from
which there can be no release, involve
prohibition of all religious teaching to
Moslems but allow Christian teaching to
non-Moslems, then, the Board would
deem it wise to continue the schools,
either with or without Moslem pupils, in
the hope that there might be a change
in the future in the direction of the res-
toration of religious liberty.”

The Missions in Persia have con-
tinued their negotiations with the
Government and at last an adjustment
has been reached between the Educa-
tional Department and the Presbyte-
rian Missions and the Missions of the
Church of England, under which the
schools will conform to the Govern-
ment educational curriculum and their
graduates will enjoy any rights which
according to law belong to those re-
ceiving the official diplomas of the
Ministry of Education. The Ameri-
can schools are permitted to teach
subjects, in addition to those con-
tained in the Government program,
which they, with the approval of the
Ministry of Education, may consider
profitable for Persian students. The
schools are not allowed to teach the
Bible in the required curriculum ta
Moslem pupils but the teaching of
“selections from the great prophets
and renowned scholars” is allowed to
all pupils, and the Bible may be taught
in the curriculum to non-Moslem pu-
pils. Outside of the curriculum and
outside of school hours there is free-
dom of religious teaching and in-
fluence and the teaching of the Bible
to all pupils—Moslem and non-
Moslem.

The schools are not required, as it
was first proposed they should be, to
teach the Koran and Moslem law as
part of the curriculum to Moslem pu-
pils but pupils who wish these studies
will have to procure such instruction
for themselves at home. On this
basis the Mission Schools believe that
they can continue their work and
render their needed service.
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BY MAUDE EVELYN BRADLEY, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN IN THE MISSIONARY

SOCIETY

(Suggested by the “Parable of the Good Samaritan in College.” Author
Unknown.)

CERTAIN woman from the country moved into town. Here she

fell among critics who laughed at her clothes, and smiled at her

hair dressing, and whispered that she had an inferiority complex, and
departed, leaving her hurt and lonesome, longing for the kindly neighbor-
liness of her former village. By chance a certain woman, the president
of the missionary society, passing by that way, when she saw her, stopped
and said, “What good judges my friends are,” and she passed by on the
other side. And in like manner another woman, who was the Chairman
of the Program Committee, when she came to the place, and saw her,
passed by on the other side, saying, “Surely she has nothing to give to
us.” But a certain follower of Christ, a loyal member of the society, as
she journeyed came where the woman was; and when she saw the win-
some face with the smiling eyes and sensed her lonesomeness, was moved
with compassion and came to her in a friendly spirit, and talked of many
things, binding up her wounds with love and pouring joy into her hurt
heart. Then she tock her to the missionary meeting at the church and
introduced her to friends and made her feel at home. And the woman
was much pleased and expressed her desire to tarry and become a member.
Which of these three, thinkest thou, proved neighbor unto her that fell

among critics?

And Jesus said, “Go, and do thou likewise.” I

“FROM ONE BOARD TO ANOTHER”

Every member of the newly ap-
pointed Executive Board in a Woman’s
Missionary Society received from the
retiring Board a paper on which were
typewritten the following:

“From Omne Board to Another”

A few questions to ponder as you face
your new work

What part [3}01:;11(1] our church have

in the missionary program of our de-
nomination?
should

What part [ does

in the missionary program of our
church?

our society have

What is our church missionary budget?
‘What is our society Forelgn] mis-

Home
sionary budget?

What are some of the special needs
and present problems of our mission
boards?

How can we, as a society in this
church, help the boards meet these needs
and problems?

‘What missionary textbooks are avail-
able for study in women’s missionary
societies this coming year?

What missionary program does our de-
nominational Board suggest? .

How should we raise our missionary
budget?

What cooperative missionary pro-
grams and work are being sponsored by
the women’s societies in the churches of
our ecommunity?
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What does our society know about the
missionary programs being worked out
in other organizations in our church?

What can we do to interest and train
new leaders in missionary work in our
church and denomination?

A Missionary Story Contest

An afternoon’s entertainment that
delighted a large summer conference
audience might well be adapted to a
church or local conference program.

Around a realistic campfire, made
by concealing electric light bulbs cov-
ered with red tissue paper in a pile of
sticks and small logs, were placed
eight low benches. A lovely back-
ground of green branches transformed
the platform into a beautiful forest
scene.

While soft music was being played,
a leader dressed in white stepped into
the foreground and announced that a
band of story tellers was about to visit
the scene. Each member of the band
would, in turn, tell her favorite story.
At the conclusion of the program, pa-
per would be distributed and the audi-
ence could vote first, second and third
choices, ag to the stories which they
had most enjoyed.

Then came the band of story tellers!
Two were little mission band mem-
bers; one an older woman; the others,
young girls and women—members of
Girls’ Guilds. Each had been assigned
a number and without introduction,
one by one, they arose from their
benches by the fire and transported
the audience to lands far and near.

This program may be worked out in
costume, each story teller dressed in
the costume of the country about
which she is telling. There are many
adaptions which will suggest them-
selves to any interested in working out
such an entertainment.

When the story-telling contest is an-
nounced, it should be clearly under-
stood that the contestants are to select
their own stories and submit in ad-
vance the name of the story to the
committee in charge. The committee
should prepare a large number of mis-
sionary stories in book, magazine and
leaflet form, and place them in some
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room or place convenient for those
who wish to study or read them.

Intelligent Delegates

One of the great movements in the
Church today is the increasing inter-
est on the part of the members at large
in the summer conferences. Thousands
of young people and adults are en-
rolled every summer the country over.

One fact is startlingly clear in re-
gard to these conference delegates.
A surprising number of them arrive
at the conference with no definite idea
in mind as to what they are expected
to do. Their interest has been aroused
by the enthusiasm of some friend who
has been sent in previous years per-
haps. Again they may be the promis-
ing leaders-to-be in their church or-
ganization and are sent for further
instruction and encouragement. They
have a hazy idea of what the church
expects of them when they return.
This fault should be corrected.

Teachers, leaders or pastors should
talk over the needs of the organization
with the prospective delegates and
should give some suggestions as to
courses to be elected; they should give
to them a realization of the responsi-
bilities which will be theirs in the
fall.

In many churches a dedication serv-
ice for delegates has been held in con-
nection with the mid-week or Sunday
service. This may be made very im-
pressive and has meant much in some
of the places where it has been tried.

Girls—=Missionaries—Prayer

It suddenly occurred to the leader
of a young woman’s class at one of the
summer missionary conferences that a
vast reservoir of intercessory prayer
was within reach. Present on the
grounds were missionaries from many
foreign countries and home mission
stations. Pressing her typewriter
into service, the leader made many
copies of a short letter which she put
into the hands of the missionaries.
This letter stated that each mission-
ary had on her heart and mind certain
leaders, individuals and specific needs
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in her special field; that here at the
conference were hundreds of girls who
were getting a new vision of the possi-
bilities of prayer. Why not bring the
two together? Would the mission-
aries interested write down a few
special names or state certain needs
and pass the list to the class leader
within a day or two?

Who knows the extent of the help
which has gone out into the countries
of the world through the intercessory
prayers of that group of girls who
went back to their homes with that
prayer list?

We cannot all attend summer con-
ferences or meet many missionaries
personally, but does this story not sug-
gest other methods along the same
line to leaders of girls’ groups? Why
not ask for such a list from that mis-
sionary friend in Japan the next time
we write? Why not ask the mission-
ary guest at the state conference to
give you such a list? Why not sug-
gest that the girls try to secure such
a list from people whom they know?

Poster Publicity

"It is not necessary to be a skilled
artist in order to make an effective
poster. Surprising results may be ob-
tained by trying some of the following
suggestions.

Materials—Sheets of light weight
colored cardboard, 22 by 28 inches,
may be purchased for ten or fifteen
cents a sheet in any paper or art sup-
ply store. If the large sheet is cut
into two smaller ones measuring 14 by
22 inches, the poster is often more
suitable than a large size.

The beginner will find a #3 or #5
lettering pen of great help in printing
the poster. These pens are sold in
stationers’ and art supply stores for
ten cents.

Higgins’ Waterproof India Ink
costs twenty-five certs a bottle and
comes in many colors. This is far
more satisfactoiy than ordinary writ-
ing ink or water colors for the ama-
teur.

Very striking posters are made by
using a cut-out magazine illustration
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or advertisement instead of a free
hand sketch. Cut around the figure
and outline with the lettering pen in
ink. The effect is simple but attrac-
tive.

Silhouettes make good poster decor-
ations. Trace around figures in maga-
zines or books and cut the outlines
from black or colored papers. Cut-
out block letters such as the children
make in their art classes at school are
effective to use with these silhouettes.

PHOTOGRAPH THIS
DATE o~ YOUR MIND!

WHO 15 ‘YQUR NEIGHBOR?
COME* oF b

Suggestions for Posters—Cut a pic-
ture of a radio with loud speaker from
a newspaper or magazine advertise-
ment. Mount at one side of the card-
board. Print these words beside it:

ANNOUNCING
A TRIP TO AFRICA
ForR ALL YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH!

COME SUNDAY AT 6: 15 AND “LISTEN IN”

Tllustration—Picture of a Kodak.
Lettering—
PHOTOGRAPH THIS DATE ON YOUR MIND!
OCTOBER 24
WEHO Is Your NEIGHBOR?
COME AND SEE!!
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Hlustration—A family group cut
from magazine—back view as if they
are looking up at the lettering.

Lettering—
OUR AIM FOR THIS CHURCH

MISSION { Kff
STUDY Ages

Cradle Roll
Mission Band
Young People’s Society

FIND YoOUR ) :
Young Women’s Society
. PLACE AND )
ENROLL Young Men’s Club

Church School
Senior Auxiliary
Church School of Missions

IMustration—The sithouette of full
sized hammer.

Lettering—
NOVEMBER 5TH—8 P. M.
Keep This Date In Your Mind
HaMMER IT IN
6 Members of the Young People’s Society
in a
MISSIONARY DEBATE

Hiustration—The picture of a foun-

tain pen.

Lettering—
OCTOBER 28TH
Write this date in your engagement
book! Our World Friendship
Institute starts that day.
You are wanted in one of the classes!!!

Nlustration—A large key cut from
silver paper.

Lettering—

THE KEY TO A Goop TIME
Come to our
MISSIONARY SOCIAL
Wednesday, November 2d—8: 00 p. m.

Tllustration—The photograph of a
“Real Boy.”
Lettering—
Interest Him In Missions Today
And He
May Be

PRESIDENT OF Yom]t) MissIoN BOARD SOME
AY

Illustration— A picture of the

Christ Child.
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Lettering—
SEND WoRD oF THE CHRIST CHILD
TO THE
CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

BY
Studying about

Giving to

MISSIONS
Praying for

((

THE BLUEBRDS
SONG s SR TS

“THE MISSIONGRY Meefine

DO NOT MIss v

Waonasl:m'
AT 3. 30

Mllustration—A large cut paper
magnet in a bright color.
Lettering—
RESPOND
to the
MAGNET OF MISSION STUDY

The Y. P. S. C. E. has planned a series
of programs on Africa for the

F1irsT SUNDAY EVENING IN EACH MONTH
Hlustration—Girl or woman with
umbrella.
Lettering—
RAIN OR SHINE
1t makes no difference to her for
SHE 1S A W. W. G. GIRL
and it’s Tuesday night
A Worp T0 THE WISE!
Illustration—Picture of a large
ship.
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Lettering—
ALL ABOARD
Church School of Missions!
FIVE THURSDAYS IN OCTOBER
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

Ilustration — Trace around your
own left hand and color with light
orange crayon. Tie a bow of real rib-
bon around one of the fingers.

Lettering—

This little bow of ribbon so bright
Bids you remember that next Tuesday

night
You’ve a date here with us that
We are quite sure
‘Will a most pleasant evening
For you assure.

Announcements Extraordinary

Children love surprises—and so do
grown-ups! Why not try some an-
nouncement surprises where interest
in missions has seemed to lag a bit?

The Every Other Word Announcement

Write out your announcement on a
sheet of paper. Then number the
words as follows:

1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2
Do you Juniors like to hear a good
1

1 2
story? Well! Next Wednesday after-
2 1 2 1 21 2

noon at four o’clock some one is coming
1 21 2 1 2 1 2 1

here to the church to tell some fine mis-
2 1 2 1 2 1

sionary stories. And what do you think!
2 1 1 2 1 2 1

We are going to start a Junior club.
2 1 2 1 2

All of you are invited. Don’t forget.
1 2 1 2 1

Next Wednesday at four o’clock.

Take two sheets of paper. Number
one #1 and the second #2. On #1
write all of the words numbered with
the figure 1 on your announcement.
Insert blanks for #2 words.

#1
Do .... Juniors .... to .... a ....
story? .... Next .... afternoon ....
four .... some .... etec., etc.
#2
. you ....like hear .... good
evee? Welll . Wednesday ... at
..., 0%clock .... one .... etc., etec.
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The announcement is read by two
Juniors who have practiced a few
times together so that they can read
the alternate words clearly and with
expression.

Arithmetic Announcement

After securing the atfention of the
children, the leader asks them if they
are good in arithmetic. They will sit
up and begin to take notice. Then the
leader suggests that they follow her
while she gives them a problem in
mental arithmetic. They are not to
answer out loud until she asks them to.

“Are we all ready? All right! Let’s
sit up straight! Suppcse we start
with ten. Multiply ten by two. Sub-
tract five. Divide by three. Multiply
by four. Add six. Subtract two. Add
one. What’s the answer? Twenty-
five? Splendid! That’s just the num-
ber we want at the missionary meet-
ing next Friday afterncon.”

Mirror Announcement

Hang a mirror in the vestibule.
Drape it with cloth which may be
pulled to one side. Over the whole
place a sign reading, “If you look in-
side, you will see the picture of some-
one who is invited to come to the Mis-
sion Band meeting next Tuesday
afterncon at four o'clock.”

Partnership

Write the names of two girls or
women on a slip of paper. Repeat un-
til all of the members have been cov-
ered. Pin these slips up around the
room. When members arrive for the
meeting, they are asked to find the slip
on which their name is printed and
then find their partner whose name is
printed with theirs. Partners are to
sit together during the meeting, and
are in duty bound to see that the other
is present at the next meeting, If
some member finds that her partner
is not present at the first meeting, she
must call her up, telephone or in some
way invite her to come to the next
meeting.
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Prepared by Mrs. S. S. Hough, Chairman, Committee on World Day of Prayer.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

February 15, 1929
THEMES:

1928—*“Breaking Down Barriers”
1929—*“That They All May Be One”

“That They All May Be One”

“Join hands then, brothers ef tha faith,
Whate'ar your eaec may be,
Who serves my Father o5 8 sen

THE POSTER FOR 1929

A »World Fellowship

The World Day of Prayer which is
dated each year for the first Friday in
Lent, is proving to be a most inspiring
and ever-widening fellowship for the
Christian women of “all lands. Won-
derful meetings of intercession held
on last February 24 are reported
from hundreds of communities of the
United States, Canada, parts of

Europe, Africa, Australia, China,
Japan, Korea, India, Syria, the Is-
lands, South America, Mexico and
Alagka. It is the one bit of service
for the Kingdom in which all may
unite, no matter how they differ as to
education, language and race. We
can cull quotations from but a few
letters.

AUSTRALIA

“We, the Presbyterian Women’s
Missionary Association of New South
Wales, are grateful to you for giving
us the inspiration of joining in the
Day of Prayer for Missions. The
women of all the other Protestant
churches united with us, and we had
a wonderful day. It did us all good,
and made us feel that we are out to
win the world for Christ, and that the
broad, upward look helps us all. We
have decided to hold this united Day
of Prayer annually.”

AFRICA

“The call came to African women in
the Congo. But how could they join
in when their world is peopled only
with the black and white races and the
only land they know besides their own
is ‘the foreign country’ of the white
people? They are just beginning to
break down the barriers between their
own tribes — little do they know the
need for World Fellowship. They
must first be made conscious of the
existence of women of other lands,

“The program planned and carried
out in the presence of as many Chris-
tian women in Luebo as could crowd
into our building—some six or seven
hundred—was as follows:

917
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“After the prayer of invocation led
- by one of the missionary women the
portions of Scripture used in the reg-
ular program as a Confession of Faith
was recited responsively and “All hail
the Power of Jesus’ Name” was sung.
One of the native women led in a
prayer of thanksgiving and confession.
Then followed a short pageant.

“The wife of an evangelist was
seated in front of her house paring
her cagsava roots. As she worked she
told of the proposed plan for the
World Day of Prayer as arranged
by the white teachers. ‘But,’ said she,
‘if we only knew what women of other
races were like, then we could pray for
them.” Her desire for knowledge was
granfed, and women of other races
appeared to her. Each came in the na-
tive costume of the country repre-
sented, each one with an appeal for
prayer, each one with a message as to
the problems of women in that coun-
try. After each appeal the audience
was led in prayer by a missionary or
a native for the women of that par-
ticular race. There were taking part
three native women and three mission-
aries representing Chinese, Japanese,
Egyptian, Dutch, and African women.
At the last, all of these came together
on the stage and stood in a semi-circle
while the audience joined with them in
singing ‘Blest Be the Tie that Binds.’
A prayer of intercession and the na-
tive greeting, ‘Life to you,” and the
meeting was over.

“But they were all agog with excite-
ment. ‘Do those women really dress
that way, and why did Kayaya wear
that cloth over her face, and did you
see Mamu’s wooden shoes? It was
all new and different to these women
whose lives are so drab and monoto-
nous. How deep are the results?
Was the spiritual lesson felt? Time
will tell. The interest shown was cer-
tainly not feigned.

“The Christian women around
Luebo are growing in their Christian
lives and in their Christian work.”

JAPAN
“It was decided to hold a union
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meeting of the Christian women of
Nagoya. A committee was appointed
of five of the leading Japanese women
of the five largest churches here.
They translated the program, worked
out the details, and sent out the invi-
tations to twenty-five churches and
chapels in Nagoya. The meeting was
held in St. John’s Episcopal Church,
from one-thirty to three-thirty p.m.
on February 24. Mrs. Hiroshi, chair-
man of the local W, C. T. U,, presided.
The work for women in other lands
was presented. There was a season of
prayer covering both local and world-
wide needs.

“On Friday, February 24, we met
in the large Central Methodist Church
in Kobe and about two hundred women
were present. Rev. Hinohara, pastor
of the church, and Dr. DeForest, presi-
dent of Kobe College for Women, spoke
in a very earnest manner on the pur-
pose of the meeting and the blessings
of united prayer.”

KOREA

“The World Day of Prayer has been
a wonderful day here in Kunsan, The
Month’s Women’s Bible Class closed
on the 23d of February and of the
seventy-two enrolled for the class
about forty remained for the ob-
gervance of the Day of Prayer, most
of whom are needy and peor but made
this sacrifice gladly. ‘Nothing is more
impressive or inspiring than a crowd
of Koreans bowed to the floor in
prayer to the Living God.

“This class, with some missionaries,
gave the entire day from nine a. m. to
seven p. m. to prayer, praise and medi-
tation. The village church observed
the day with prayers in the morning
and again at night, using the special
program, which had been translated
into Korean.

“This day spent in prayer has been
most refreshing spiritually to mission-
aries and Korean Christians alike. It
thrills us all through and through to
think of the great chain of prayers
encircling the globe and ascending to
the throne of God on High.

“This year, the same as last year,
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we followed the program which was
translated and sent out to fifty places.
It was cbserved in four centers in the
city of Kwangju.

“We began keeping the Day at the
Neel Bible Scheol at five a. m. Prayers
—then the school met at nine for
prayers for one hour. We prayed for
the different countries. The women
seemed to catch a new vision of that
tie, faith in Christ, which binds us
together, to all the rest of the world.

“A beautiful incident was a poor
woman who begs for her living, who
was with us at one of these meetings.
She attends our church and is a really
and truly converted woman, - She was
sitting in the cold church with a few
other faithful souls when we got
there. This woman was once very
wealthy. Her clan was a large and
powerful one in the country and when
she was married her trousseau was
carried on twenty horses. But today
everything is gone: childless, cast off,
homeless, and can barely see. She is
not quite totally blind, but is very
nearly so. This poor woman at the
end of the service when the offering
was taken, came and put five pieces of
‘cash’ into my hand. When I begged
her to desist, she said to me, ‘You must
accept it. I begged this on the big
gtreet this morning. It's all I have
but I want to give it for the work.”

CHINA

“I wish you could have seen the
little rowboats full of women and girls
pulling up to the landing in front of
the chapel at the village of Kau this
afternoon, and have watched the happy
women, young and old, climb out and
scramble up the canal bank to be wel-
comed by the earlier arrivals. I knew
I would be called on to make a map
talk and explain many points, for the
knowledge of our Christians of condi-
tions in other countries is very
meager. Pretty soon there came a
delegation of women seeking aid on
the program and very soon we joined
the other groups assembling for the
"World Day of Prayer. Some of the
women preferred to fast that day, a
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sincere voluntary token of their earn-
estness.

“Our Christian women wish fo
greet their sisters in America and
other Christian lands and thank them
for inviting these of the East to join
in their ministry of intercession for
world evangelization.

“We issued a ‘Call to Prayer’ which
was sent to all our churches and
schools in the Province of Canton.
The program was adapted and trans-
lated and about one thousand of these
were used. Five of the Christian
schools of high school and college
grades used these for their chapel
hour. In three different districts of
Canton general meetings were ar-
ranged for noon time, all in Chinese,
instead of just the one general meet-
ing, as was held last year. I imagine
the total attendance at these three
churches was about five hundred. We
have not had reports from other parts
of the Province but I am sure many
of the churches and chapels joined in
observing this Day of Prayer.”

MEXICO

“We have for several years tried to
observe the Day of Prayer. The pro-
gram has been translated and adapted.

“We have in Mexico a National
Union of Women’s Christian Societies,
interdenominational, through whom
the program will be sent to all the
women of Mexico. The motto of the
Union is ‘That they all may be one.
They have just held their annual
meeting in the city of Aguascalientes
and have made the Antorcha Misionera
their official organ — so that in this
way your suggestions will be carried
over a very extended area.

“Thanking you very much for your
interest in our country, and asking
that you pray for us at this very
critical time.”

BraziL

For several years there has been an
interdenominational Prayer League
among the Christian women of Brazil.
During the past year this League was
reorganized into a Federation of
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Brazilian Women, including five de-
nominations. The chief object of the
Federation is the promotion of prayer
and the World Day of Prayer is en-
thusiastically promoted. A report has
come telling of highly spiritual meet-
ings attended by both men and wom-
en and held in many places, morning,
noon and night on the Day of Prayer.

In Canada

The World Day of Prayer this year
was more widely observed in Canada
than on any previous occasion, and the
opinion was expressed that we are
just on the fringe of the possibilities
of this movement for uniting the
Christian women of the world in
prayer. There is a growing apprecia-
tion of the meaning of the Day and
its significance in the releasing of this
great power .of prayer for the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of God in
the world.

In Canada, as in other lands, this
Day has been an evolution. In former
days, these meetings for prayer were
denominational, then national, then
international, and are now world-wide.
Canada is still a pioneer land and for
this reason the program used in the
past has been a suggestive one only,
capable of adjustment to the needs of
any community. It is true that some
services are held in the great churches
of the cities, others in towns and vil-
lages and rural communities, but as
well out on the frontier in the isolated
and lonely places, small groups of
women meet in the schoolhouse which
serves as a church, and sometimes it
was only the “two or three” who gath-
ered in the homes. The conduct of
any elahorate service under these cir-
cumstances is, of course, quite im-
possible, but nevertheless by sharing
in the program as arranged and ad-
justed to their needs, these women
felt the bond of the great world fel-
lowship of prayer with the other wom-
en of the world.

In Northern Ontario, which is a
new section of an old Province, largely
a mining area, there was great en-
thusiasm for the observance of the

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[November

Day and much gratitude expressed
for the blessing which the meetings
brought. This year, also, an addi-
tional number of meetings were held
in the evening in order that the
younger women, the business and pro-
fessional women, might have an ac-
tual share in the observance of this
Day. We believe that there will be
considerable development this coming
year of these evening meetings in
order that a larger number of the class
of women just mentioned might be in-
cluded in our prayer services.

This year in a number of churches
the foreign-born shared in the serv-
ices and blended their voices in prayer
for the new land that is now theirs
and for the lands beyond the seas. In
one city where twenty meetings were
held, in nineteen of these the women
of all nations had a part, and voices in
many tongues were lifted to the All
Father, adding greatly to the realiza-
tion that it was a World Day of
Prayer. There is pathetic significance
in the plea of a little Russian woman
who attended a service in Toronto,
and on her way out remarked, “They

* prayed for every country but mine to-

day.”

There is in Canada gratitude for all
the Day has meant in the past, and
expectation that interest in the ob-
servance of the Day will grow. The
two phases which we hope to empha-
gize this coming year are: further or-
ganization of more meetings for
younger women, and an effort to
gather into all of our meetings the
women of many nationalities found in
every community, that in this great
fellowship of prayer we may find a
common purpose in service for our
own land and for the world.

EFFIE A. JAMIESON.

Breaking Down Barriers

The -above was the theme for the
Day of Prayer on February 24, 1928.
That day marked a courageous spir-
itual adventure for hundreds of Chris-
tian women who discovered that to
pray for the breaking down of bar-
riers would avail little unless by faith
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they were willing heroically to bridge
the gulf of race prejudice and include
in their service of prayer all who
loved the Lord, regardless of race or
color. Most sacred and enriching ex-
periences were reported from places
where white, black, yellow and many
nationalities worshiped together.

At one such service seven nationali-
ties took part. What did it matter
that they prayed in different lan-
guages?

The following are typical of many
reports:

From Indione—*“We had a union
meeting, including the Negro churches,
all taking an active part.”

From Californic—*“Five denomina-
tions took part in the program and
two colored groups.”

From Oklahoma—"“We have several
families of Syrians, Jews, Indians and
Negroes who were included.”

From Illinois—*“Six white churches
and two colored churches were repre-
sented. Women are feeling the need
of more cooperative service and the
kindly feeling between our colored
and white people is growing. Praise

. the Lord.”

From North Caroline— " ‘Many of
our migsionary women are more sym-
pathetic and tolerant with the Negro
race now than a few years back. Such
programs as ‘Breaking Down Barriers’
will help us a great deal to a better
understanding, and to break down the
barriers which hinder our fellowship
with Christ.”

From Virginia— We had the col-
ored folks to help in the service.”

In Toronto, Canada, where services
were held in nineteen centers of the
city, many nationalities were included
in each meeting. “They came from
the Syrian hills, from Poland, Russia,

Central Africa, Bulgaria, Finland,
Holland, South Africa, Austria,
Ukraine. How beautiful they were!

What an inexpressible something they
contributed! But deeper than all was
the magic effect of praying fogether.”

From Ohto—*1 am enclosing a small
offering, but it comes from a town
which is the center of the Hocking
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Valley Coal region where our industry
has been paralyzed for three years by
a coal strike, where scores of children
are being fed by public charity each
day. In view of these conditions we
feel that our service, which was at-
tended by both operators’ and miners’
wives, was a real success in coopera-
tion.”

From New York—*“Catholic women
shared in the observance of our Day
of Prayer and several had part on the
program, reading from their own
Bible. Some Christian Scientist wom-
en attended also.”

From Oregon—"On the Day of
Prayer we decided to engage a re-
ligious worker for the Japanese in our
community. He is to be a Christian
Japanese.”

Thirty Meetings in One City

An extended account of the observ-
ance in New York is given because it
is rich in suggestions not only as to
organization plans for a large city,
but also because of the variety of
group contacts which were made and
which may be made in any com-
munity, whether large or gmall.

Early in December, 1927, a General
Committee was formed to plan for the
observance. Later a sub-committee
for each of the districts—Manhattan,
the Bronx, Harlem, Brooklyn, Queens,
Staten Island—was set up. The
Greater New York Federation of
Churches and the Brooklyn Federa-
tion of Churches cooperated. Through
the courtesy of the former, Mrs. Wil-
liam Edgar Geil, President of the Fed-
eration of Woman’s Boards of Foreign
Missions of North America, led the
Family Devotional Hour broadcast at
8 a. m. from WEAT on the World Day
of Prayer. Each of the sub-commit-
tees worked for weeks organizing
their - districts. Many preliminary
meetings were held for spiritual
preparation as well as for actual
working out of details.

" There were meetings in over thirty
churches of various denominations
where approximately 6,000 women
united in prayer for the work at home
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and abroad. As an expression of their
love and devotion, nearly $1,000 was
contributed. These services were
truly interdenominational, interracial
and international. Not only were the
large groups of women representative
of many different denominations, but
when leaders for the various meetings
were chosen, care was taken that they
also should represent different com-
munities. At several centers prayer
was offered in different languages—
Norwegian, Swedish, Italian, Syrian
and Greek. In some cases different
races were represented and had defi-
nite places on the program. In one
church the flags of many nations were
banked against a mass of green. At
another meeting, students of different
nationalities now living at Interna-
tional House told the story of what
misgions had meant in their lives and
to their nations. At the special serv-
ice held at the headquarters of the
National Board of the Young Wom-
en’s Christian Associations, led by
Mrs. John M. Hanna, President, repre-
sentatives of Africa, Japan, Mexico,
Australia and Latvia led in directed
intercession. As a result of splendid
cooperation between the leaders in two
Manhattan churches and the chairman
in Harlem, talented Negro musicians
sang spirituals during the services in
two of the white churches.

The committee in Harlem was com-
posed entirely of Negro women., Elab-
orate plans were made and services
were held throughout the day and
evening in one of the largest churches.
Luncheon and dinner were served so
people could remain at the church the
entire day. Three of the finest white
speakers known to the Boards ad-
dressed the different meetings, one in
the morning, another in the afternoon
and :the third in the evening, when
there were between 600 and 700
present, It was truly a day of prayer
and worship. Probably one of the
most outstanding features of the serv-
ices was the music; spirituals were
rendered by the Negro choir as only
they can sing them. In the afternoon
the children had a definite part in the
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program so that all shared in'the ob-
servance. In addition to the services
on the Day itself, a mass meeting was
arranged for the following Sunday
afternoon which was attended by
nearly 1,000. At this time, Mrs. John
M. Hanna, who is so vitally interested
both in the World Day of Prayer and
the whole problem of interracial re-
lations, brought the message which
was a fitting climax to the observance
of the World Day of Prayer in Har-
lem. As a result of this first step in
interdenominational cooperation, a
permanent organization was formed in
Harlem to help toward the working
out of solutions to some of the prob-
lems of their own community and of
the world.

Beside the women’s meetings cited,
there were other groups uniting in
the observance in the various bor-
oughs. A missionary service was held
and special mention was made of the
Day of Prayer at the noon hour in
John Street Methodist Episcopal
Church in the downtown business dis-
trict, where luncheon is served for
two hours every Friday for business
girls who after their lunch have a de-
votional period. During the noon
period 1,373 girls were served. Then
on the evening before, the Business
Women’s Council, and on the Day, the
Prayer Conference of this Council de-
voted their meetings to the Day of
Prayer, following the program “Break-
ing Down Barriers.” All of these
meetings were under the auspices of
the Friendly League for Christian
Service.

Another group to whom the Day of
Prayer is not so well known is the
student group in New York. A be-
ginning was made this year and the
committee hopes that another year it
may be more widely known and ob-
served. Both at Columbia University
and Barnard College there was special
mention of the Day in the devotional
services; at Union Theological Sem-
inary Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick re-
ferred to the world observance in the
introductory prayer in the morning
worship. At Teachers’ College notices
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were posted on bulletin boards and in-
gserted in the college weekly bulletin.

At some of the Mission Board head-
quarters, services were held and the
staffs of other Boards attended meet-
ings in near-by churches. At the
morning communion service and the
noon-day devotional period at the
Protestant Episcopal headquarters
mention was made of the Day and
special prayers were offered. Dr. Rob-
ert E. Speer spoke on interracial re-
lations at a special union meeting held
by the Presbyterian Boards of For-
eign and National Missions and the
Methodist Board devoted its regular
worship hour to the Day of Prayer.
At the meeting of the Administrative
Committee of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ in America,
which chanced to occur on the Day of
Prayer, a brief devotional service was
held.

On the Sunday preceding the World
Day of Prayer, during the question
period of the Young People’s Confer-
ence conducted every Sunday after-
noon by Dr. Daniel A. Poling, Presi-
dent, International Society of Chris-
tian Endeavor, and broadcast over
WEAF under the auspices of the
Greater New York Federation of
Churches, some one asked about the
origin of the Day of Prayer. In an-
swer Dr. Poling gave briefly the his-
tory of the Day telling about its be-
ginning in 1887 as a denominational
observance and its interdenominational
beginnings a decade later.

Looking back, the committee re-
joices in the observance of 1928;
looking ahead it sees much to accom-
plish for the cbservance in 1929,

EpiTH E. LOWRY.

Call To Prayer
FEBRUARY 15, 1929

There is a universal conviction that
the deepest need of the church is for
a new dynamic from “The Great
Power House of God.” The picture
given in the 87th chapter of Ezekiel,
strikingly illustrates this need of the
Christian Church in our day. Over
twenty million in our own country
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claim to be followers of the risen
Christ and yet, seemingly are so
powerless in the .face of her great
world task! The prophet says, “The
valley was full of dry bones.” Num-
bers are not enough. Efficiency and
organization are not enough. We
read, “bone fits bone perfectly.” They
were clothed with flesh and skin, but
“there was no life in them” until the
prophet prayed: “0O, Breath (or
Spirit), breathe upon these that they
may live.” Then we read that the
valley was filled with a mighty army
for God. Isn’t this our deepest need?

The representatives of fifty-two na-
tions meeting in Jerusalem on the
Mount of Olives, were brought to a
deep and fresh realization of the place
of prayer in accomplishing the spir-
itual task. Encouraged by the move-
ment of prayer, they have issued a call
to prayer to the Christian Church in
all lands. The objects outlined are
included in the cycle of prayer pub-
lished on the little card, “A Call to
Prayer” which is issued each year in
preparation for the World Day of
Prayer. A supply may be secured free
of charge from your denominational
mission board. Order immediately
and distribute among the women of
your church.

It is hoped that Christian women
will use the cycle daily, not only lead-
ing up to the Day of Prayer, but
throughout the year.

ELLA D. MACLAURIN.

CYCLE OF PRAYER

SUNDAY. For a Missionary Spirit.
That the Church may see the whole
world’s need of Christ, and may be ready
for any sacrifice. in order to make Him
known to all mankind.

MONDAY. For a Spirit of Prayer.
That Christian people may learn to pray
as Christ prayed, that an ever-increas-
ing number of interceders may be raised
up until the whole Church is awakened
to prayer.

TUESDAY. For a Spirit of Service.
That the Church may be willing, at
whatever cost, to bear witness to Christ;
that a great number of men and women
may offer themselves unreservedly to do
Christ’s work.
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WEDNESDAY. For a Spirit of Un-
ity. That the whole Church of Christ
may desire and experience 2 new unity
in Christ.

THURSDAY. For the Gift of Inter-
pretation. That the Church may preach
the eternal Gospel by word and life in
terms that men and women of this age
will understand.

FRIDAY. For Courageous Witness
on Moral and Social Questions. That
the witness of the Church on the moral
questions of our day may truly reflect
the mind of God and may be known and
felt throughout the world.

SATURDAY. For a Deepening of
Our Experience of God. For the re-
moval of all hindrances in our own lives
to the manifestation of God’s redeeming
love and power.

Prepare for 1929

The theme, “That They All May
Be One,” fittingly follows that of 1928.
Its spirit should prompt every step in
planning for the Day. Therefore, the
committee appointed to plan for the
service should include in its member-
ship representatives not only of dif-
ferent denominations and the Y. W.
C. A., but also different races and na-
tionalities in the community.

Young women and students should
be encouraged to plan for special
meetings at night when large num-
bers of their group are free to attend.
They will adapt the program to their
own groups, adding colorful features
which will add to the devotional spirit.
Some communities have found a busi-
ness woman’s luncheon profitable, at
which from fifteen to thirty minutes
may be given to directed prayer.

The little children of any com-
munity will be thrilled by a special
meeting of their own to pray for the
children of the world — “Red and
yellow, black and white.”” The serv-
ice should be very simple. . The chil-
dren of each church may be brought
to a central church by their leaders in
a beautiful processional. Each church
may represent one country, a member
dressed in costume carrying the flag
of the country represented. One of
the group may tell a very brief story
about the country and then all the
children be led in prayer for the chil-
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dren of that country. Songs like
“Jesus Loves the Little Children,”
“We've a Story to Tell to the Nations”
are loved by all children,

Wide publicity should be given to
the Day by an early use of the poster
in churches, store windows and other
public places. Last year in one com-
munity large church Bibles, opened
and marked at the Lord’s Prayer and
other prayers, were placed in store
windows with a poster near the Bible
announcing the place and hour of
prayer.

Broadcasting stations, if approached
early, may be glad to devote the morn-
ing family worship hour to the theme
of the Day. Early announcements in
churches, church calendars, bulletins,
newspapers, women’s clubs and socie-
ties should be made and continued
until the Day.

In one community the Day was an-
nounced last year early in the morn-
ing by the ringing of church bells. In
another city the women had a brief
period of prayer in their homes at
6:30 in the morning as a preparation
for the Day. In still another com-
munity groups of women visited the
shut-ins and held a brief service be-
fore meeting at the church.

Copies of the Call and Program
should be distributed to those who are
temporarily or permanently shut in
their homes or hospitals and they be
invited to join in this united inter-
cession.

The church where the meeting is to
be held should be prepared with much
thought. It may be made very at-
tractive with plants, a large map of
the world, flags of all nations, and the
Christian flag.

Not Forgetting the Collection

The offering taken at the Day of
Prayer service is fulfilling a beautiful
and very needful ministry. The ob-
jects represent work which none of
our boards could do alone, but fo-
gether it is possible to accomplish a
worthwhile service. The offering
goes—
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1. To carry on Christian work
among that great army of migratory
men, women and little children who
harvest the crops and give to us our
supplies of canned vegetables and
fruits.

ﬁl \ |
)

2. For the support of Religious
Work Directors in government Indian

schools. The government welcomes
the sgervice of interdenominational
workers. Here is an opportunity of

almost limitless possibilities among
thousands of American Indian youth.

ﬁ‘mﬂ : >"ﬁi§
LG
n';'!"ﬂmmnmml :

il

e

3. To provide Christian literature
for women and children in non-Chris-
tian lands. What would our homes be
without books or magazines? That is
what millions of homes are in other
lands. Literature is being translated
and published for the homes of India,
Japan, China and for Moslem women.

4. For the seven union Christian
colleges for women in China, India
and Japan, which have an enrollment
of 1,200 students, Many young wom-
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en have already gone out from them
to serve their own people as Christian
workers, teachers, doctors, nurses.

Let us plan to make our prayers
issue in a practical evidence of our
faith.

Supplics

1. The special poster, illustrated on
these pages, is most artistic and at-
tractive in color (red and black);
fourteen by twenty-two inches, 10
cents each. Space is left at bottom
for insertion of hour and place of
meeting.

2. The little seals, also illustrated,
Day widely

will help to make the
known, for you will want
to use them on letters
and in other ways; 25
cents per 100, $1.75 per
1,000. An electrotype of
the seal for printing on
stationery or fliers may

WORLD
DAY oF PRAYER

be had for $1.00 from [rrRTELIY)
the Council of Women

for Home Missions.

3. Program, “That They All May
Be One”; $1.75 per 100.

4. Sheet of Suggestions for Leaders,
free with supply of programs.

5. “Call to Prayer” with Daily
Cycle, free when ordered with pro-
gram,

All these supplies may be secured
from denominational mission boards.

Leaflets giving information concerning
the objects to which the offering is de-
voted on the Day of Prayer may be se-
cured, free, by writing to Federation of
Woman’s Boards of Foreign Missions,
419 Fourth Avenue, New York, or to
Council of Women for Home Missions,
105 East 22d Street, New York. .
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NORTH AMERICA
Religious Gains in a Decade

URING the last ten years (1916
to 1926), according to the Fed-
eral census, the various religions sects

in the United States have gained 12,-.

698,122 adherents; at the same time
the value of their church buildings
and their current expense budgets
have increased over one hundred per
cent.

In 1926 there were 213 religious
bodies in the United States with 231,-
983 churches and an aggregate mem-
bership of 54,624,976 members, as
compared with 200 denominations re-
porting 226,718 churches and 41,926,-
854 members in 1916, a gain of 5,265
churches. '

The total church expenditures were
$814,371,529, as compared with $328,-
809,999 in 1916. Under this item are
included the amount expended for sal-
aries, repairs, payments on church
debt, benevolences, home and foreign
missions, denominational support and
all other purposes.

The value of church edifices in 1926
reached the total of $3,842,577,133, as
compared with $1,676,600,582 in 1916.
This item does not include buildings
hired for religious services or those
used for social or organization work
in connection with the church.

The churches range in size all the
way from the Theosophical Society of
New York, independent, with one
church and fifty-five members in 1926,
to the Roman Catholic Church, which
had in that year 18,940 churches and
18,605,003 members, and which was
the largest denomination in the coun-
try.

Baptist bodies, as a whole, ranked
next to the Roman Catholics (18,604,-
998 including children) in total mem-

bership, all Baptist bodies having
8,440,922 in 1926, as compared with
7,153,313 in 1916, There were eigh-
teen groups listed as Baptist bodies,
including Northern, Southern and ne-
gro Baptists, Duck River and kindred
associations of Baptists and “Two-
Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Bap-
tigts.”

The nine groups of Presbyterian
bodies had an aggregate membership
of 2,555,626 in 1926, as compared with
2,255,626 in 1916, the bulk of the
membership being in the Presbyterian
Church of the United States of Ameri-
ca, which had 1,894,030 members in
1926, compared with 1,625,817 in 19186.

Methodist bodies embraced nineteen
different groups with a total member-
ship of 8,070,619 in 1926, compared
with 7,165,673 in 1916. The largest
of these groups was the Methodist
Episcopal Church with 3,717,785 mem-
bers in 1916 and 4,080,777 in 1926.
Next came the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, with 2,114,479 mem-
bers in 1916 and 2,487,694 in 1926.

1928 1916

Seventh Day Ad-

ventists ....... 110,998 79,366
Christian Church. 112,795 118,737
Churches of Christ 433,714 317,937
Disciples of Christ 1,377,595 1,226,028
Greek Orthodox

Church ....... 119,495 119,871
Russian Orthodox

Church ....... 95,134 99,681
Congrega-

tional Churches. 881,696 809,236
Latter Day Saints 606,561 402,329
Unitarians ...... 60,152 82,516
Spiritualists ..... 50,631 29,028
Universalists .... 54,957 58,566
United Brethren . 377,436 348,828
Moravians ...... 31,699 26,373

Chicago Ninety Per Cent Religious
ROM accounts of crime in the
daily papers Chicago would seem to

be the most wicked city in the world.

926
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The following item gives us a differ-
ent picture of this metropolis:

“Some of the results of a recent
religious survey of this city, made by
the Chicago Church Federation, are
of such general interest and value as
to deserve attention and study by
Christian people of whatever faith.
According to the report of the survey
sent out by Walter R. Mee, executive
secretary of the Federation, metro-
politan Chicago is ninety per cent re-
ligious, a percentage not surpassed by
any city of half a million or more in
the United States. It may seem hard
to reconcile this statement with the
criminal records and conditions which
exist here, and which have given the
city an evil name everywhere. But
Chicago has always been a place of
paradoxes.”

A Leper Conference in New York

HE American Mission to lepers, of

which Wm. M. Danner is the effi-
cient secretary, held a notable confer-
ence in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church, New York City, on October
2d and 3d. Mr. W. H. P. Anderson,
secretary of the Mission to Lepers,
London, was present and spoke on
“Lepers of the World.” Missionaries,
physicians and others conversant with
the subject brought much valuable in-
formation and inspiration on the sub-
ject of the care and cure of lepers
and on the Christian missionary work
that is bringing health to their bodies
and the peace of Christ to their souls.

Interdenominational Home Mission
Meetings

]:\{ENOMINATIONAL leaders of
eleven states arranged to meet
during October to consider interde-
nomYnational fellowship and coopera-
tion.\ The executive secretary of the
Homp Missions Council, Dr. W. R.
King, counselled with state executives
and léaders, to suggest new lines of
action \?.nd encourage them in their
great adventure of fellowship. Dr.
King's itinerary included:
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Kentucky at Lexington, Kentucky State
Home Missions Council;

Wisconsin at Madison, Wisconsin Home
Missions Council;

Minnesota at Minneapolis, Minnesota
Federation;

North Dakota at Jamestown, North
Dakota Council of Church Repre-
sentatives;

Montana at Butte, Home Missions Coun-
cil of Montana;

Washington at Seattle, Western Wash-
ington Home Missions Council;
Oregon at Portland, Oregon Church

Executives;

Idaho at Boise, Home Missions Council
of Idaho;

Wyoming at Cheyenne, Home Missions
Council of Wyoming;

Colorado at Denver, Colorado Home Mis-
sions Council;

South Dakota at Huron, South Dakota
Couneil.

The state Home Mission leaders in-
vited the brethren of all denominations
represented in their states to attend
these interdenominational gatherings.

The findings of the National Church
Comity Conference state:

We are advancing to a new era in
which we will see free religious groups
building not by competitive drift but by
cooperative intention. We are today fac-
ing the question whether free churches
in a free state can discipline themselves
and develop a public mindedness which
will temper the denominational con-
sciousness and make of the churches a
great, free cooperative fellowship bent
on the bringing in of the Kingdom of
God.

International Goodwill Congress

ee UST We Have War” will be the
theme of the International
Goodwill Congress in New York City
on the tenth anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Armistice, November 11th,
12th and 13th, under the auspices of
the World Alliance for International
Friendship Through the Churches.
The major themes to be discussed
are as follows: “Ten Years' Achieve-
ments in the Crusade for a Warless
World,” *“The Unfinished Tasks Nec-
essary for Enduring Peace,” “The Im-
mediate Responsibility of the United
States of America,” “The Mobilization
of the Moral and Religious Forces of
the World,” “The Organization of the
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Moral and Religious Forces of Cities,
Towns and Communities,” “Limita-
tion of Armaments,” and “Organiza-
tions for Securing World Peace.”

Fred B. Smith is chairman of the
Executive Committee of the World
Alliance. Further information may be
obtained from the headquarters of the
Union at 70 Fifth Avenue, New York
City.

An Italian—Negro Congregation

OR a number of years St. Paul’s

Church, Philadeiphia, housed an
Italian congregation. Gradually the
community changed, with the influx
of Negroes from the South, and four
years ago the church was turned over
to a Negro congregation. Since that
time the work has progressed, with
some curious complications.

Last year, for example, when the
daily vacation Bible school was organ-
ized, the Italian children of the com-
munity insisted on coming and sghar-
ing in the work with the Negro chil-
dren, and the fact that they were
required to receive instruection from
Negro teachers did not disturb them.
They also used the playground under
the direction of a Negro pastor and
other Negro workers.

These children of the city streets
are ready to recognize merit where it
exists, and to share in programs that
seem worth while, without raising un-
necessary racial problems.

Christianity or Bolshevism?

RITING in The Mission Field for

August, F. H. Eva Hasell dis-
cusses the future of the Canadian far
west. “We were much struck,” she
writes, “when revisiting the districts
where British, Canadian, Finn and
Russian children all went to the same
day school, to find how Bolshevist
literature had increased. Even the
Sunday-school-by-post children were
receiving a newspaper printed in Eng-
lish at Toronto, telling the children
not to put up the Union Jack, which
they do each day outside the school,
not to sing ‘God Save the King,” and
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on no account to join the scouts or
the guides, because they were only
being trained to fight against Russia
when the next war begins. One of the
Finns, aged eleven, wrote to the editor
of the paper to ask ‘How this foolish
idea of God arose?’ The editor replied
that it was a myth made up years ago
by the bosses to frighten the people
into obeying them—they were told, if
they did not, God would punish them!
The Canadian and British children
continued to read their Bible lessons
in spite of the ridicule of the Finn and
Russian children, who told them
‘There is no God, and when you die
you are put in a hole and that is the
end of you!

“What” asks Miss Hasell, “can be
done for these children in rural dis-
tricts? There is a shortage of clergy
and lack of funds; na Bible teaching
is provided in the day schools. Only
the caravan workers can at present
help these children in many districts.
1t is a race between Christianity and
atheism or materialism: whoever gets
in first gets all the children. The
Bolshevists tell the children to burn
our papers. At one mining town we
visited, full of Russians and Finns,
they were showing the children a Bible
with caricatures of all the Old and
New Testament characters:”—The
Guardion.

LATIN AMERICA
E-angelical Forces in Mexico
HE National Convention of the
Sunday schools and Christian Or-
ganizations of the Evangelical
Churches in Mexico was held in July
in the new Christian Church at Aguas-
calientes. The president, the Rev.
Epigmenio Velasco, pastor of the
Methodist church in Puebla said in
his address:

“We are here to give public testi-
mony to the entire nation, that far
from being divided, as some have
claimed or have desired, the evangeli-
eals of the republic form one body in
which dwells one spirit, the spirit of
Christ.”

In reply to the address of welcome,
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Jesus G. Perez, pastor of the Congre-
gational Church in Guadalajara, said:
“Those gathered here have no polit-
ical views of any kind. Privately we
have our own ideas, and we are in-
terested in the movements that are
agitating our nation. And we are in-
terested in the social movement be-
cause on the course which this
movement takes will depend many phe-
nomena of the national life....We are
citizens of this country which we love
so much, and we desire its enlarge-
ment in every sense; but also we wish
to be citizens of the republic estab-
ished by Jesus, of that republic which
knows no frontiers, where color does
not count, where there is no distine-
tion between rich and poor, where
there is neither great nor small, where
there are neither nobles nor plebeians,
but where all are one in Christ.”

Rev. W. A. Ross writes that the Na-
tional Convention of the Evangelical
forces of Mexico revealed Protestant-
ism at its best. Representatives from
all of the Evangelical churches at-
tended. The convention lasted six days
and is an annual gathering. There
were 143 registered delegates from
outside the city of Aguascalientes.
The popular meetings filled the large
auditorium, and even the conferences
for study morning and afterncon were
attended by from 100 to 200 inter-
ested persons.

The delegates came from 16 of the
28 states of the Mexican Republic and
represented 13 religious bodies; not
more than 20 were foreigners; all of
the others were Mexicans.

There were men and women in the
convention well prepared to take lead-
ership. Their discussions, the papers
they presented, their sermons, all re-
vealed this. With few exceptions there
is a spirit of harmony and brotherly
love in this great Evangelical Church.
They are now making their plans to
be missionaries to the great untouched
areas of the country, that every phase
of the life of Mexico may be brought
under the subjection of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.

5
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Notable School in Paraguay

R. FRED L. SOPER, of the Rocke-

feller Foundation, writes from
Rio de Janeiro: “I recently had the
pleasure of visiting the Colegio In-
ternacional in Asuncion and found
that the new school building is almost
completed and the laboratory well
under way. This school is making a
notable contribution to the educational
life of Paraguay.” The edifice re-
ferred to is the Allen-Stone building,
which cost $75,000. It containg the
administrative offices and classrooms,

-and is the best school building in

Paraguay. Ohioc women of the Dis-
ciples of Christ Church, which main-
tains the school, are raising $20,000
to complete the Mary Lyon Hall,
which is to be a dormitory for girls.
There remains to be supplied a dormi-
tory for boys, to cost $75,000. This
sum is sought through the Educa-
tional Advance in South America.

A Brazilian Woman Convert

N CAMPINA GRANDE, Brazil,

the Evangelical Union of South
America, an English society, is at
work, and Mrs. Briault tells the story
of a2 woman whom she had visited and
prayed for: “One night, the old lady
could not sleep; she heard a moise in
her room, and when she got up to see
what the cause of it was, she found a
big beetle eating her holy pictures.
And she went back to bed and medi-
tated upon it. ‘Here am I worshipping
these pictures,” she said, ‘and these
saints and they cannot even save them-
selves from the beetles. She told me
about this, and asked me what she
should do with them, for she did not
like to burn them. I said, ‘You can
wrap them up in a parcel and give
them to me.” And she sent them to
our house for us to dispose of for her.
Now she and her two daughters, and
two sons-in-law are all members of
our church, and splendid workers for
the Lord. The old lady cannot read,
but she comes to the services and pays
such attention to what is said, that
anyone who goes into her little store
has to hear the Gospel.,”
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EUROPE
British and American Students

N IMPORTANT conference of

official representatives from the
student Christian movements in the
United States and in Great Britain
met in London in July as the first
formal step toward more active coop-
eration between Christian student
groups in the two countries. The
following preamble to the findings of
the conference read: “As representa-
tives of the Student Christian move-
ments of Great Britain and Ireland
and of the United States of America,
and as members of the World’s Stu-
dent Christian federation, we believe
that the most progressive and enlight-
ened elements in the East and the West
have become convinced that war should
no longer be used as an instrument
of public policy, but should be elimi-
nated from the life of the nations as
a social evil. We unanimously favor
the adoption of the treaty to abolish
war as an instrument of national pol-
icy and agree to carry to our move-
ments the urgent request that they
assist in creating a public opinion fa-
vorable to its adoption and applica-
tion.”

British Methodist Union

TVHE United Methodists, the Primi-

tive Methodists and the Wesleyan
Methodists of Great Britain have
voted to unite in one body so as to
bring organic union in 1933.

A final vote on union will be taken
in each church in 1931, in 1932 the
uniting conferences will hold final sep-
arate sessions and in 1938 for the first
time the three conferences will meet
ag one.

-The membership of the Wesleyan
Methodist Chureh, including proba-
tioners, is 1,008,199, of the Primitive
Methodist Church 220,806, and of the
United Methodist Church 153,757.
The smaller churches are relatively
stronger in Sunday schools, the fig-
ures for Sunday school enrolment be-
ing 1,063,329 in the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, 394,050 in the
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Primitive Methodist Church and 242,-
866 in the United Methodist Church.
The uniting churches have a combined
strength of 5,597 ordained ministers,
54,971 local preachers and 25,826
churches.

The Evangelical Social Congress

HE thirty-fifth annual meeting of
the Evangelical Social congress, at
Dresden, May 29-31, aroused wide-
spread interest by the discussion of
the functions of the “social pastor.”
Dr. Herz, the general secretary of the
congress, described the qualities which
the clergyman mneeds to fulfill his
duties in an industrial community. He
must have a first-hand knowledge of
the life of the workers in order to be
able to judge independently and cor-
rectly their social problems and needs.
His work must have a universal char-
acter, and he must have time and un-
derstanding for individuals from
whatever social or political group they
may come. Above all the pastor must
fight with deep and warm devotion
for the social welfare of the workers.
The Evangelical Social Congress was
founded in 1890 by a group of re-
ligious leaders, politicians, and econo-
mists, among whom the foremost were
Prof. Harnack and Friedrich Nau-
mann. Its permanent headguarters is
in Leipzig. The program of the con-
gress is based on the assumption that
the Gospel is the ultimate ethico-re-
ligious standard by which social prob-
lems are to be judged, and that in it
there will be found the motive power
strong enough to overcome the pro-
found social tensions and antagonisms.

Persecution in Spain

VANGELICAL Christians in

Spain, even in these days, suffer
much for their faith in Christ. Mr.
P. J. Buffard, of the Spanish Gospel
Mission, writes: “In Santa Cruz, per-
secution is worse than ever; a master
builder and his son, have never before
lacked work, but since their confes-
sion of Christ things have been get-
ting increasingly difficult. In one week
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alone he lost four contracts, simply
because of his principles. The son
hag quite a gift for speasking. During
Easter week we had no one to send to
.Santa Elena, g0 asked him to go, and
we were told that splendid meetings
were held; this meant losing one day’s
work, but he refused to be reimbursed.
A blacksmith also, in this town, had
lost nearly all his customers for the
same reason.’—7The Christian.

Y. W, C, A, at Budapest

N JUNE a Y. W. C. A. world con-

ference was held at Budapest. “The
Word of Reconciliation” was the
theme. There were some extremely
difficult questions to be faced both be-
fore the entire conference and in the
world’s committee. One of the most
difficult is the relation of the Y. W.
C. A. to the Roman Catholic Church.
The conference called upon the nation-
al movements to study the question,
and has undertaken to prepare a sum-
mary of the development of the inter-
confegsional position of the Y. W. C. A.

Christianity in German Schools
IGHTY-THREE German neurolo-
gists and insanity specialists have
united in an urgent plea that the
young people of the public schools of
Germany be not deprived of Christian
teaching. “In the present lamentable
struggle of political parties over the
schools, attempts are being made, in
a folly truly irresponsible, to shake the
foundations of Christianity. We....
earnestly warn against allowing the
belief in Christ, even in the least de-
gree, to lapse in the hearts of our
youth, since it is this that is the real
anchor in the storms in our times.
The Christian religion is now, and
will remain, the philosophy, the ethic,
the socialism. Therein are we psychi-
atrists and neurologists at one with
the greatest and noblest among the
spirits whom the German people are
proud to name as their sons, and who
have taught us to recognize the nature
and ends of Christianity in its infinite

wisdom, truth, freedom and strength.”

—The American Friend,
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Revival in Russia

ISCUSSING the failure of the Bol-

shevik anti-religious demonstra-
tions, the Moscow “Pravda” reports
an “alarming revival of religion in
Russia.” Church memberships are in-
creasing instead of decreasing, Com-
munigts are singing in the choirs.
Still other Communists, even chair-
men of local “cells,” are heading drives
to collect funds to repair and build
churches. It is foolish to believe that
only old men and women attend church
regularly. The anti-religious propa-
ganda is proceeding very slowly, and
the average clergyman in Rusgsia is
beginning to look happier and act
more bravely in regard to giving re-
ligious instruction to the young.—
The Australian Christian World.

AFRICA
Methodist Progress in Africa

HE report of the Committee on the

State of the Church made to the
South Africa Central Mission Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal
Church held in Johannesburg, con-
tained the following statistics of prog-
ress in the four Bantu mission fields
represented: “A decided growth has
marked the work during the past four
years. We began the quadrennium
with 7,053 members, and have closed
with 11,802, Likewise, at the begin-
ning of the quadrennium there were
5,638 pupils in our day schools and
we close with 6,499, In the Sunday-
school at the beginning of the
quadrennium there were 5,279 Sun-
day-school scholars and at the close
there are 6,645, Also during the four
years we have raised $16,615 for self-
support and $1,087 for benevolence.
In 1923 we had two ordained native
ministers and we close with six or-
dained native ministers and two others
who are on probation. We began also
the quadrennium with 118 native
workers, pastor teachers, evangelists,
etc., and we close with 282, all of whom
have charge of our work in villages in
Portugese East Africa and in the
compounds in the Transvaal. At the
close of this quadrennium we have
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work in 278 distinct centers. This
work is divided into nineteen circuits,
twelve of which are cared for by the
native ministers and evangelists.
Churches and parsonages are being
built by the native members without
any outside help whatever.”

Congo Conference on Missions

N IMPORTANT missionary con-
ference took place at Leopoldville,
Belgian Congo, from September 16th
to 24th. Protestant Missions, work-
ing in African territory with a coast
line of 38,500 miles, participated and
there were delegates from Britain,
America, Belgium, France and Scan-
dinavia, as well as government officials,
commercial leaders, and educational
and other experts. They discussed,
in the light. of modern conditions,
such questions as “Government, Peo-
ple and Cultures of the African West
Coast,” “Health,” “Education,” Mos-
lem Problems,” and “Land, Labor and
Industry.” Among those present was
James L. Sibley, now engaged in im-
portant educational advisory work in
Liberia, besides missionary leaders
- such as M. Anet of Brussels, Rev. A,
W. Banfield of Lagos, W. J. W. Roome,
the Bible Society’s East African Sec-
retary, Dr. T. S. Donchugh of the
American Methodists, and Dr. Ler-
rigo, the American Baptist secretary.
A report of the conference will appear
later in the REVIEW.

Christian Endeavor in South Africa
HE national English-speaking

L convention was held recently in
Cape Town and the key-notes were
Faithfulness and Witnessing.

The societies of the English-Speak-
ing Union of South Africa are widely
scattered, but the national convention
brings together representative work-
ers from all parts of the country.

There is also in South Africa a
Dutch Reformed Christian Endeavor
Union, composed of Dutch-speaking
societies. Since the World's Christian
Endeavor Convention in London, in
1926, these Dutch-speaking societies
have decided to adopt the universal
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symbol, “C. E.” in place of their
former symbol, “C. S.,” *“Christlike
“Strewer,” a literal translation of
“Christian Endeavor” into the Dutch
language.

In Wellington, the Andrew Murray
centenary celebration was carried out
largely by the students and friends of
the movement. Dr. Murray was the
first president of the South African
Christian Endeavor Union, and was
honorary president until the day of his
death in 1917.—Christian Endeavor
World.

A. Visit to West Africa

E HAD the privilege in Accra

(West Africa) of vigiting the
Scotch Presbyterian Mission, where
we learned of the union of the church
groups of this misgion, the Wesleyan
Mission and the Basel Mission into
one body known as “The Presbyterian
Church of the Gold Coast.” We also
vigited the “Prince of Wales College”
at Achimota, of which the principal is
Dr. A. G. Fraser, a most capable edu-
cator of wide experience, and the vice-
principal was the late Dr. J. E. K.
Aggrey, one of the ablest and most
influencial of the native leaders of
Africa. The “Prince of Wales Col-
lege” is a government institution,
founded in 1924; it is an indication of
the government’s interest in educa-
tion: it has four square miles of land
and it is expected that approximately
three million dollars will be available
for site and plant, with an annual
grant-in-aid from the government of
$150,000.00 which it is expected will
be increased to $250,000.00. The
classes extend from kindergarten to
graduate work with special emphasis
on the practical sciences; the present
student body numbers 250, and an ul-
timate enrollment of 750 is antici-
pated. Of the faculty of forty from
abroad, the majority are university
men, chiefly from Oxford and Cam-
bridge. We were impressed by the
general air of cleanliness, order, ac-
tivity, and prosperity of the towns of
the Gold Coast; the British officials
have carried out their trust with evi-
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dent wisdom and fidelity.—W. Regi-
nald Wheeler.

An African Girls’ Guild

N THE diocese of Lagos, Nigeria,

there is a very promising Girls’
Guild movement operating at seven
different centers, carried on by mis-
sionaries of the Church Missionary
Society. The members are baptized
girls who are able to read and who
are over fourteen years of age. Re-
cently at one of the centers experi-
ments in outdoor preaching have been
made. The girls marching in fours
and singing proceed to a street corner.
Three girls, running in advance, call
out the heathen women and children
who gather in large numbers. The
girls then teach the children a chorus,
and a talk Dby the training-class
teacher follows. The crowd is then
divided into sections and six selected
girls of the guild teach a text to each
group, and the missionary in charge
finally closes with a talk and prayer.

Colored Missionaries for Africa

T THE meeting of the Presbyterian

Board (North), March, 1928, ac-
tion was taken with reference to the
appointment of colored missionaries
to the West Africa Mission, which at
its annual meeting in 1927 voted in
favor of such appointments.

In harmony with the action of the
Board the Reverend Irwin W. Under-
hill, Jr., and his fiancée, Miss Susan
T. Reynolds, both of African descent,
were appointed and assigned to the
West Africa Mission. Mr. Underhill
was educated at the University of
Penngylvania, Lutheran Seminary and
Princeton Seminary. Miss Reynolds
was educated at the University of
Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia
Normal School.

University for the Congo
HE Congo is to have a university.
A grant of land has been obtained
for that purpose. This will be the
first university in the vast Congo
country. It will be called “The Congo
Christian Institute.” The TUnited

WORLD-WIDE QUTLOOK

933

Christian Missionary Society has ap-
propriated $10,000 for the construc-
tion of the first buildings and for the
initial expenses of the school.—The
Watchman Ezaminer.

Andrew Murray Centenary

N MAY 9, 1828, the one hundredth
anniversary of the birth of the
late Andrew Murray of South Africa,
was celebrated with gatherings at
Wellington. The life of Mary Lyon
was not forgotten, since reading of
her work inspired Andrew Murray to
undertake similar work in South Af-
rica, and he wrote to Mount Holyoke
Seminary for his first helpers (1873).
Born of a Scottish father and a
Dutch Hugenot mother, Andrew Mur-
ray was schooled in Scotland, received
theological training in Holland, re-
turned to South Africa, and began his
ministry in the Orange Free State.
His vision increased until his parish
exterded over all South Africa. As
author he had a world parish, for he
wrote 250 books in Dutch and English.
Dr. Murray died in 1917 but the vari-
ous branches of missionary and edu-
cational work in which he shared are
still earried on with vigor and fruit-
fulness.

THE NEAR EAST
Bible in Bible Lands

EV. ARTHUR W. PAYNE writes

from Palestine in the quarterly
magazine published by the Hebrew
Christian Alliance: “On our last mis-
sionary journey, we paid a visit to one
of the Chassidim or orthodox colonies,
where on the first occagion we had a
very unfriendly reception. The atti-
tude this time was quite different.
Then a Hebrew Bible was bought and
a little open-air gathering was held.
This year has been one of wide cir-
culation of the Scriptures in the cities
and colonies of Palestine, particularly
in Haifa and the surrounding district.
On foot, on horseback, in train and
carriages, in street and shop, in public
building and private house, the Word
of God has been given out. Visits
have been made regularly through the

electronic file created by cafis.org



934

year to a large number of Jewish
gettlements, in which testimony was
given by literature and by word of
mouth. Besides these, opportunity
has been given for witness in Jeru-
salem, and visits have been made to
the new settlements on Mount Carmel
and some different Yemenite quarters
where Jews from Arabia have settled.”

Religious Future of Turkey

HE situation in Turkey today is

a perilous one for the soul of
that new nation. “There are today in
all Turkey only fifty men in line to
take up the work of the hodjas in the
mosques,” declares a returned Ameri-
can worker. “Three years ago, at pray-
er time, the aisles of any train in
Turkey would be filled with men say-
ing their prayers at the appointed
times. Just recently I traveled across
the entire country and saw in all that
time but one man performing his re-
ligious rites en route. Ramazan, the
once closely kept religious festival, is
no longer devoutly observed. During
it the schools are not permitted to
close, neither are the children excused
from attendance.” Whither is Turkey
bound? Will she follow Russia in her
disregard of religion as a vital factor
in the life of any nation? Will she
turn to a purified and reorganized
Islam? Or will the religion of the
Nazarene, as Christianity is coming
to be spoken of there, arouse her en-
thusiasm by its moral strength and
spiritual Dbeauty?—The Missionary
Herald.

Young Men's Moslem Association
HE desire of the Moslem world to
create a new Islam and the wide-

awake minds of its young followers

is shown_ in a conference of young

Moslems held at Jaffa in April, 1928,

at which 120 delegates from all the

towns and villages of Palestine met.

The conference decided to create a

Young Men’s Moslem Association sim-

ilar to the Y. M. C. A, which has

played so large a part in the Western-
ization .of the East. Now the Young

Moslem Association has come to take
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its place. They began their activities
in Egypt, and they are spreading fur-
ther and further afield. They want
to cultivate their old national culture,
to devote themselves to the uplifting
of the masses, to the protection of the
peasant and workers, to help to raise
the social conditions of the poor classes
in their countries, and to educate a
new rising generation, which one day
will show to Europe the new face of
Islam.

The Literary Digest in its account
of the conference makes the following
statement: “This Moslem renaissance
is in its first stage of development,
it has great obstacles to surmount,
there is still much inexperience among
its leaders; but it has, nevertheless,
to be watched closely by all who are
really interested in the structural and
psychological changes which Eastern
society is undergoing today.”

Gospels in Arabia

N ARABIA, oneé of the most difficult

countries for missionaries to enter,
sales of 2,059 Gospels and Testaments
were effected mainly through the ef-
forts of the two doctors and a nurse
at the Sheikh Othman Hospital, near
Aden. These included 1,985 Arabic
Gospels and 26 Arabic New Testa-
ments. As the report points out the
three great Bible Societies of the Eng-
lish-speaking World, British and For-
eign, Scottish, and American, have
since they began to operate unitedly
cireulated some 647,000,000 copies of
the Word; but their work is very far

" from being completed. With a world

population reckoned today at 1,849,-
500,000 it would seem that “more than
half the world still lives in Bible-less
homes.”—South African Outlook.

INDIA AND SIAM
Freedom for Afghan Women

ING AMANULLA, who has re-
turned home from a prolonged
spectacular tour in the West, seems
bent upon introducing radical reforms
into the social and religious life of
his country, The attack made by the
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Amir and Queen Souriya upon purdah
burst like a bombghell in the camp of
Afghan Moslems. But this does not
seem to have hindered King Amanulla
in hig efforts at reformation. Now
His Majesty is said to be waging war
against polygamy. As reported, by
the Amani—Afghan, he announced to
a gathering of the Afghan Govern-
ment gervants, that “polygamy was
one of the chief causes of corruption,
and that in future any government
servant taking a second wife should
tender his resignation.” It is doubt-
ful whether the Moulvis and Moulanas
of Afghanistan will support this re-
form, as this would be contrary to
their teaching that four wives are al-
lowed to Muslims. But the influence
of King Amanulla may be great
enough to stifle opposition and to carry
through this reform. The abolition
of the purdah seems to mean that the
Afghan women are at last coming into
their own.

Religion in Bombay University

NE of the points that emerged

from the consideration of the
Christian message in relation to non-
Christian religions at the Jerusalem
meeting of the International Mission-
ary Council was that the great enemy
of Christianity is not any one or all
the non-Christian religions put to-
gether but the growing secularism and
materialism of the world. Sincere fol-
lowers of non-Christian religions are
also alive to the growing menace to
their religions that is offered by ma-
terialism. Thig belief hag found curi-
ous expression in the action recently
taken by the Bombay University, a
purely secular institution, of appoint-
ing a committee “to consider and re-
port on the question of the advisability
of inculeating a theistic attitude in
our educational system in general and
in the affiliated colleges in particular.”
The resolution is somewhat curious in
that it attempts “the inculcation of a
theistic attitude” among students who
profess religions such as the different
forms of Hinduism, Islam, Jainism
Zoroastrianism and Christianity. It
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will be a difficult task for any commit-
tee to evolve a theistic teaching which
will be acceptable to the followers of
these diverse religions. However, this
resolution, accepted by the senate of
the Bombay University, indicates the
growing conviction in India of the
great need there is in our present sys-
tem of secular education for introdue-
ing an element of religion which will
be a corrective to the materialism of
this age.~—The Christian Century.

Conversions to Hinduism

CABLE from Bombay reports con-

versions to Hinduism of numbers
of Christians following on the “con-
version” of the former Nancy Ann
Miller of Seattle, when she became the
wife of the former maharajah of In-
dore. Invegstigations made by the In-
dian Witness of Lucknow, show that
this cablegram was invented by some
one to discourage American supporters
of Christian missions in India. The
only element of truth in the present
report is that some Roman Catholics
in Goa—a Portuguese possession on
the west coast of India, embraced Hin-
duism under circumstances which re-
flect no credit on Hinduism. The
government of Goa enacted legislation
making child marriage illegal for
Christians. Some of the Roman Cath-
olic converts did not wish to give up
that evil custom. Arya Samajists—a
reform movement in Hinduism-—who
usually preach against child marriage
were willing to compromise their prin-
ciples to enlist converts to Hinduism,
and a number of the offended Roman
Catholics, yielding to their mﬂuence
embraced Hinduism.
“Movies” in India

ANY towns in India have cinemas

where imported films from the

west are shown. It is reported that
the exhibition of American films, de-
picting certain aspects of western life,
is not only undermining the ‘“white
man’s prestige” in India but also tend-
ing to demoralize the East Indians.
The Council of State—the upper house
of the Indian parliament—adopted .a
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resolution asking for an inquiry into
the censorship of films, A committee,
appointed by government with Mr. T.
Rangachari, an Indian, as its chair-
man recommended a small import duty
on all films, including British, as a
measure of protection to the Indian
film industry now in its infancy. The
judgment of the committee about al-
legations made that the cinema hag
been a factor in lowering the stand-
ards of sex conduct, is that they are
grossly exaggerated.

Methodist Banks in the Punjab

\ FETHODISTS have fifty-five thou-

Y1 sand Christians on their member-
ship rolls in the Punjab. Vocational
education is being pushed and Chris-
tians are being followed into the new
regions opened up by the growing ir-
rigation schemes. If we can solve the
village problem in the Punjab, socially,
educationally and spiritually, we shall
have the strongest Christian work in
India. The province contains India’s
most virile people, and already they are
contributing more for self-support per
capita than any cther of this field.
An Indian district superintendent. of
the Punjab has the distinction of hav-
ing established twenty-two Methodist
agricultural banks in his district.
These banks have changed the psy-
chology of our people, and are already
the nerve centers of a new life and a
growing evangelism.—Bishop B. T.
BADLEY.

Indian Demands Educated Wife

].\/ RS. ROSS WILSON, of Lahore,

India, tells the following story: “A
splendid Sikh student friend of ours
was in, one evening . . . He gradu-
ated several years ago, and has now
passed his examination for a govern-
nient. post. He was talking about his
marriage. He said his parents re-
fused to consider the girl who was
well educated, that they had heard of,
because she did not belong to the right
caste. . Others that they urged upon
him, of the proper caste, were unedu-
cated, and he said, “Very well, if I am
to have a wife with no ambitions, I
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shall drop mine, and you need not
urge me to go on with my Master’s
degree. I will marry the girl as you
wish, but 1 will apply for a clerk’s
job.” They gave over, because they
did want him to have his M.A. degree.
Now he has that, and he says he is
entitled to a wife who will be a com-
panion, and whose intellect he can re-
spect. When I mentioned that the
proportion was eighty to one, he said,
“T know that, but I think I am now
entitled to that one.”

A Student Gathering

N DECEMBER a significant inter-

national gathering is to be held at
Mysore. The World’s Student Chris-
tian Federation, which holds its Gen-
eral Committee once in two years, is
planning to hold its 1928 Committee
in India at the invitation of the Stu-
dent Christian Movements of India.
Probably the number of delegates
coming from Overseas will be about
80 or 90; and in addition, a few out-
standing vrepresentatives of Indian
thought will be invited to share in
their deliberations. Among those In-
dian leaders who have already ex-
pressed their hope to be present at the
General Committee are: Mahatma
Gandhi, Prof. Radhakrishnan, Prin-
cipal Zakir Husain of Delhi, Sjt. Bhai
Paramanand of Lahore.

Tracts for India

HE Christian Churches in India

have established a chain of Union
Societies which are producing Chris-
tian literature for Christians and non-
Christians, Mr. Norman R. D. Pant
in The Indian Witness gives an ac-
count of the distribution of tracts
among the people of rural areas and
describes it as *“one of the most in-
teresting kinds of evangelism.” We
quote below some of the incidents of
a day in the country:

“Some amusing pictures abide in our
memories. One is of an old man on a
camel. We slowed down the car and one
of us stretched out a hand to reach him
with several tracts. He took them and
with beautiful courtesy bowed low and
gave us a hearty “salaam.” We returned
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his greeting with a like gesture of good
will and he seemed greatly pleased.

“One rustic gentleman came along
seated majestically and somewhat pomp-
ously on a diminutive pony. We took a
chance with some of our tracts by throw-
ing them to him, and looked anxiously
and with considerable curiosity to see
whether he would undertake the formid-
able task of removing himself from his
seat in order to get the tracts. He did
so with more alacrity than seemed pos-
sible and soon remounted and went jog-
ging along reading as he went.

“A bullock cart full of people was up-
set when with one accord the occupants
jumped out in a mad competition for the
tracts we threw to them. Of this, too,
we have a vivid picture that will not soon
fade from our memory.

“One immensely encouraging feature
of the day’s work was that on the return
journey we could not see even one tract
lying on the road. Every one had been
taken away. Often we saw them pro-
jecting from pockets or turbans or
dhotis.”

CHINA
Child Labor in Tientsin

ITH the endorsement of the

Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
Miss Lydia Johnson, a Y. W. C. A.
secretary, and Miss Tao Ling have
been studying working conditions
among women and children in Tien-
tsin. There are six large cotton mills
and rug and match factories, as well
as shipping and packing centers for
nuts. “One notices the prevalence of
child labor everywhere,” writes Miss
Johnson. ‘“Most of the machinery
I saw in the mills and factories, was
made in Lowell, Mass. The spinning
machines are especially designed in
size to accommodate children. A
child’s small, deft fingers are pre-
ferred to those of adults. I saw tiny
boys and girls not more than seven or
eight years of age. They stand all
day for twelve hours packing matches
into boxes with incredible speed. Their
wages in our money are five or six
cents a day.”

Bibles on Chinese Bookshelves
URING the last decade millions of
Scripture portions, New Testa-
ments or complete Bibles, and tens of
millions of Christian books and tracts
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have been scattered far and wide
throughout China and are lying ou the
shelves or in other places in the homes
of the people. Rev. Joshua Vale calls
for gpecial prayer “that these books
and tracts may, as it were, come fo
life and bear their witness just at this
time when the voice of the evangelist
and individual witness is more or less
silent.” The many instances in mis-
sionary history of conversion brought
about by the simple reading of the
New Testament give force to Mr.
Vale’s appeal for prayer “that the
Spirit of God shall move those who
have portions of Scripture or other
Christian literature to take them
down, dust them, and read them to
the salvation of their souls.”

Peking Union Medical College

STATEMENT recently issued by

the Rockfeller Foundation reads:
“To one medical center the Rockfeller
Foundation sustains a unique relation.
In Peking, through a separate Board
of Trustees, it has built and is main-
taining a high standard, well-equipped,
modern institution for teaching, re-
search, care of patients, and the dif-
fusion of knowledge about Western
medicine, curative and preventive. It
seeks to train leaders, to develop char-
acter, and to inspire high ideals of
professional and social obligation. In
spite of the clashes and conflicts with
which China feels her way towards a
new sense of nationality, the Peking
Union Medical College carries on. For
the recent academic year (1927-28)
seventy-eight undergraduate medical
students and twenty-one pupil nurses
are enrolled as compared with sixty-
seven medical students and fourteen
pupil nurses in the previous year. 1In
1926-27 seventy doctors did advanced
work in special courses or individually
in the capacity of assistants.”

The Harvard-Yenching Institute

HE trustees of the estate of -the
late Charles M. Hall have selected
Yenching University, Peking, as a
joint beneficiary with Harvard Uni-
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versity in a bequest of $2,000,000.
- Under the terms of Mr. Hall's will the
trustees were given the discretionary
power of selecting institutions in Asia
which were making valuable contribu-
tions to education. Yenching was
chosen as one of these and the Hat-
vard-Yenching Institute of Chinese
studies has been established with this
university as its base in China. The
purpose of the Institute is to promote
both in China and America graduate
study and research in the various
branches of Chinese culture with the
primary objective of encouraging the
Chinese to study their own highly de-
veloped civilization in the light of
scientific methods of research and to
interpret this civilization to the West.
Yenching will thus be enabled to offer
graduate work to its own students and
to those who come from other parts
of China, in this manner strengthen-
ing the emphasis on Chinese culture
which is one of the consequences of the
Student Movement., The work of Har-
vard will consist of courses in the
Chinese language and literature, as
well as in various aspects of Sinology
studied through the medium of Eng-
lish and other European languages.

Friends of Moslems

HE First Annual Meeting of the

Society of Friends of the Moslems
in China was held in Shanghai on May
first. Bishop Molony presided.

Bishop Holden, the first speaker,
started off by saying that he holds a
distinction few Christians can claim:
—he built a mosque in Kweilin. The
mission property was next door to a
mosque and one night it burnt down,
the mosque burning with it. At first
the Mohammedans were quite angry,
but when he offered to pay for the
building of another they became quite
friendly. Kweilin is the only city in
his diocese containing any number of
Moslems. There are 25,000 there,
with six mosques to minister to their
needs. The faith is not aggressive,
but on the other hand it is very diffi-
cult to meet the Moslems. The Koran
is only taught to those who are study-
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ing to be ahungs. A few of the Mos-
lems have become Christians. The
senior pastor of the diocese is a con-
verted Moslem, a Mr, Sung. This man
was attracted by the high character of
one of the earliest missionaries, a Mr.
Bird. The persistent love revealed in
the life of that missionary called Mr.
Sung to be baptised, and become an
evangelist, catechist, and priest.

Mr. Isaac Mason stressed the point
that we must speak as friends of Mos-
lems. It is splendid that there is so
much in common in the following
points:

1. Unity of God. 2. Divine omnipo-
tence and goodness. 3. Doctrine of the
future life. 4. Jesus Christ as one of
the saints. They do not recognize His
Divinity. 5. Jesus Christ as interces-
sor as no other saint. 6. Faith in the
Book (Koran). Similar as our Bible,—
the “Word of God.”

In those things in which we are sepa-
rated we must lead them cautiously as
in the following: 1. The Fatherhood of
God, which is the sublime truth of Chris-
tianity; 2. Jesus Christ, whom they
acknowledge only in the human relation-
ship; 3. Redemption through Jesus
Christ, for they are trained to get it
through other means; 4. Christianity
the only true religion, for the Koran
also has truth; 5. Denial of Mohammed
as a prophet. There is another way.

We must show the excellency of
Jesus Christ. It is most important
that we should study Mohammedan-
ism. We should know at least a little
about it. In Chinese alone the
Moslems have a wealth of literature.
There are over three hundred books
which are worth examining. It is
absolutely necessary for one who is
working among them to obtain a sym-
pathetic knowledge of their literature
and doctrine.—F'riends of Moslems.

JAPAN—CHOSEN
A Dry Mikade
N THESE days of discussion on pro-
hibition in America, the following
quotation from The Christian Patriot,
an Indian magazine, is of interest:
“Whether in the West or in the
East, Emperors and members of the
Royalty have always been strong sup-
porters of rare vintages and famous
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liquors. We are therefore pleasantly
surprised to learn that the present
Mikado is a staunch teetotaler. No
intoxicating liquor of any kind, it is
said, is served on the royal banquet
tables, and the Emperor’s example is
having a good effect upon the young
men of Japan. It is further said that
the palace guards, numbering about
300 policemen and all the palace
servants, are total abstainers. This
must be inspiring to temperance
workers.”

Friendship Dolls in Japan

HE children of America have done

much to plant seeds of good will in
the young of other countries. A letter
from the headmaster of one of the
large primary schools at Akazaki tells
how the dolls were received:

My DEAR AMERICAN GIRLS:

I am a headmaster of a city primary
school. There are some thousand chil-
dren and twenty teachers in our school.

Last spring, when the peach blossoms
were blooming, how happy we were to
greet the long-waited-for messengers of
peace from your country. The arrival
of these lovely dolls, with blue eyes and
curly hair, in Japan created great en-
thusiasm among our children, and a very
warm welcome was given them. They
were distributed among the principal pri-
mary schools and kindergartens all over
Japan. Everywhere they were received
with grateful hearts by millions of our
children, and were made the objects of
admiration and interest wherever they
were taken,

A Million Souls for Christ

T IS perhaps inevitable that ma-

terialigtic ideas should invade
Japan, and in this the Christian Gos-
pel has to face a great hindrance, is
the view taken by Rev. Toyohiko
Kagawa. “Before this idea enters
Japan,” says Mr. Kagawa, “we must
establish Christianity flemly in this
country. It is better to sow seeds in
good ground than in a thorny or a
stony field. After materialistic Bol-
shevism has acquired some foothold in
Japan it will be very difficult to do
evangelistic work among laborers and
peasants. Within a decade or so
Japan may have more young men in-
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clined to materialism unless Christian
idealists will stand and fight against
it.

“The One Million Souls Move-
ment” is simply another name for a
mass movement to meet this gituation.
If efforts are not made to meet this
crisis the progress of the Gospel will
be delayed about fifty years. This is
the critical period of the history of
evangelism in Japan.

Probably since the time of the
Restoration during the Meiji Era
there has been no period in Japanese
history of thought so critical as the
present, Mr. Kagawa thinks. But at
the same moment the missions are
withdrawing their forces. Though the
churches are independent they are
lacking the power to stretch out to
reach the mass. If the missions with-
draw their forces now there will re-
main in Japan about 370 to 380 inde-
pendent churches, and their situation
will be like that of Zoroastrianism in
India, affecting only an area around
Bombay. But if Japan could have
about one million Christians then
Japan would have an independent
Christian constituency.—The Chris-
tian Observer.

The Power of the Press
AN INTERESTING work has been
done for the past three years by
Rev. W. H. M. Walton, an English
missionary in Japan. He conceived
the idea of a kind of newspaper evan-
gelism and has earried it out success-
fully. In thirty lines of advertising
space, taken at frequent intervals in
the daily newspapers, Mr. Walton and
his helpers have presented the claims
of Christianity and the Christian atti-
tude toward current questions. These
brief articles have attracted wide at-
tention, for in three years they have
elicited replies and applications for
literature from 17,000.

The Christian, London, makes the
following comment:

“The work does not, of course, end
with that. All possible efforts are
made to link up the applicant with
some Christian body in his own area;
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while, if the district be an isolated one,
a twenty-weeks’ correspendence course
is offered. This course provides a
foundation for further personal ac-
quaintance with Christianity. There
are also other means of religious en-
lightenment available from the same
source, and the whole scheme must
be regarded as of great importance.
The degree of literacy in Japan is very
high, even among the rural population,
and it is, therefore, obvious that
“evangelization by print” is a ready
means of carrying the gospel to the
millions who are at present not with-
in reach of a Christian missionary
church.”

ISLANDS OF THE SEA
The New Hebridies Need Help
INCE 1839 the New Hebrides
islands have been on the heart and
conscience of the Christian Church.
In that year, on Erromanga, John
Williams and James Harris were mar-
tyred by the Erromangans in revenge
for outrages perpetrated by sandal-
wood traders.

In 1858 John G. Paton went out
from Scotland and after four years of
unimagined suffering had the joy of
seeing the gospel triumph over
heathen superstitions and cruelties.
In the seventy years that followed
however there came to the islands
white men who had not the interest
of the people at heart, and the gospel
hag been engaged in what appears to
be an unequal contest with forces
which tend to destroy. The people
seem to be slowly but surely dying
out. A recent writer estimates that,
while the population of the group
amounted to 200,000 when the white
man first came in contact with them,
it is now barely 80,000. Is it inevitable
that the natives of the New Hebrides
die out? Is it a hopeless task to try
and save them?

Rev. H. C. Matthew of Victoria,
Australia, in writing of conditions
there, continues: “Here is a great
challenge to the Christian Church to
save a people —to claim from the
British and the French Governments
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such an arrangement of control in the
New Hebrides as will secure gettled
government, protection, and liberty
for the natives, a settlement of the
land question; and to carry on with
untiring zeal and unceasing prayer
the task of completing the evangeliza-
tion of these islands.

“It is not too late to save them, but
the task will require the united and
persistent and self-sacrificing enter-
prise of all the forces already engaged
in the work.

“Need these peoples die out? The
misgionary says emphatically, No.
And quite recently the scientist said,
No. After seeing them in their home-
land and working for them in coopera-
tion with the missionaries he set down
his judgment. It is this: that, given
the supervision of the Christian mis-
sionary and given the proper attention
to the laws of sanitation and health,
there is no reason why the New
Hebrides should not be repopulated by
their own people in the course of a
few generations.”

Hawaiian Centennial

HE Hawaiian Evangelical Asso-~

ciation has just celebrated the cen-
tennial anniversary of the arrival of
Hawaii’s third company of mission-
arieg in 1828 on the Parthian. Among
this company Rev. Jonathan S. Green
and his wife made a notable contribu-
tion to Hawaii. Mr. Green translated
four books of the Bible into the
Hawaiian language and became the
pioneer wheat farmer on the island of
Maui. During the first year of the
American Missionary Association,
1846-47, the Executive Committee
undertook cooperation with Mr. Green.
His protest against slavery and any
organization which tolerated slavery
was so strong and so consistent that
he refused, even in the heat of an
Hawaiian summer, to wear cotton
which had been raised by slave labor.
The large crops of wheat and corn
and potatoes which he raised on the
slopes of the extinct volcano, Halea-
kala, were eagerly sought by the
whalers who anchored in the harbor
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on the south side of the island. Ap-
propriations from the American Mis-
sionary Association never exceeded
three hundred dollars a year, and that
went for the employment of Hawaiian
preachers, including help toward an
Hawaiian missionary sent by the
Hawaiian Christians to the Marquesas
Islands.—The Congregationalist.

MISCELLANEOUS
World-Wide Y. W. C. A. Work

T A meeting of a “Fellowship
Forum” of the National Board of
the Y. W. C. A. in New York on Oc-
tober 1st, reports were given and
plans were made relative to the work
in all lands. Mrs. Bessie Cotton, a
foreign executive, who hag recently
visited Russia, said:

“] visited several factories where
modernization has so far progressed
that they provide nurseries for women
workers with small children. But in
general, conditions among the indus-
trial population of Russia are better
than among the peasants. The great
problem of the Government is to get
the peasants to use modern machinery.
As for the young people of the land,
there is a new attitude springing up
which is of a definitely modern trend.”

At its last meeting at Budapest in
July the World's Committee decided
to move its headquarters from London
to Geneva, since most international
negotiations are carried on through
that centre.

The New Calendar

HE Living Church, in supporting

the movement for a new calendar,
whereby we would have thirteen
months of twenty-eight days each,
proposes that the extra day, the 365th,
be designated “World Peace Day,” in-
stead of Year Day” as suggested in
Cotsworth’s plan. Says the editor:
“Let it be celebrated annually in all
civilized nations by appropriate dem-
onstrations of international friendship
and good will. Perhaps in this way
the reformed calendar may, in addi-
tion to its purely utilitarian values, be
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made the means of furthering the
Chrigtian ideal of ‘peace on earth,
good will to men.””

As to the plan itself for the new
calendar he says:

“The more we investigate the mat-
ter of a fixed calendar, with an equal
number of equal months, each exactly
divigsible into an equal number of
weeks, the more reagonable it seems.
In the business world questions of
paying labor, interest, accounting,
dividends, and statistics would be
amazingly simplified, as has already
been proved by large concerns which
have adopted the plan in principle.
Ecclesiagtically, the advantages of do-
ing away with movable feasts, domin-
ical letters, tables of precedence, and
the like, are obvious, and the resulting
simplification of the Church year
would put an end to much of the con-
fugion on this subject in the lay mind.”
—Evangelical-Messenger.

OBITUARY

REv. ABRaHAM P. KRriEL, the founder
and director of the Langlaagte Orphan-
age, South Africa, died on June 9th at
Clansthal. Mr. Kriel was born in French
Hoek, March 1, 1850, and was connected
with the Dutch Reformed Church in
South Africa.

* *

EUGENE STOCK, D.C.L., for more than
thirty years Secretary of the Church
Missionary Society of England and the
author of a history of that society and
other volumes, died at his home in
Bournemouth, England, on September 7th.
He was ninety-two years of age and died
as a result of an accident when he was
struck by a motor bus. Dr. Stock was in
business until he was forty years of age
when he was appointed Secretary of the
C. M. S. from which position he retired
in 1906. During his tenure of office the
number of missionaries supported by the
society increased from 230 to 1,385.

* % %

Mi1ss I. LiLias TROTTER, the leader of
the Algiers Mission Band, who went out
to North Africa from London in 1886,
fell asleep in Christ in Algiers, last Sep-
tember. She was a muoeh loved and
devoted Christian missionary, being pro-
ficient in the use of both French and
Arabic. She was widely known through
her remarkable Story-Parables and other
Christian booklets for Moslems which
were distributed in many lands.
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Friends of Africa. By Jean K. Macken-
zie, Mrs. Donald Fraser, M. D., Mrs.
Frederick B. Bridgman and J. H. Old-
ham. Miss Mackenzie, Editor. Illus.,
map, pp. 250. Cambridge, Mass. 1928,

These four devoted friends and
workers for Africa have produced a
volume which, supplemented by Don-
ald Fraser’s “The New Africa” and
Edwin Smith’s “The Golden Stool,”
constitute ‘the latest and most inter-
esting set of books of recent years—
all worthy books.

Mr. Oldham supplies the basic theme
in a comprehensive view of the Con-
tinent which has been divided into six
parts, as forewords to the chapters.
Miss Mackenzie adds a literary and
heart-moving charm, characteristic of
all her writings. In chapter III Mrs.
Donald Fraser inserts a fascinating

- account of her project method of teach-
ing ignorant African women the rudi-
ments of medicine and hygiene. Her
celluloid doll, Tobias, is the leading
actor in the play and acts in varied
female parts to the amusement of all
her readers and the enlightenment of
her African women friends. Mrs.
Bridgman deals with aspects of mis-
sions in the great industrial center of
Johannesburg, with its mining prob-
lems and its laboratory of social amel-
ioration.

As the volume confines its illustra-
tions of work and people to those seen
in American Missions, the volume
loses the miracles of Livingstonia (ex-
cept in Mrs. Fraser’s chapter), the na-
tion-making work of the English
Church in Uganda, and the wonderful

story of the British Wesleyans around °

the Gulf of Guinea.
H. P. BEACH.

Black Treasure. Basil Mathews. 114 pp.
75¢ cloth, 50¢ paper. New York. 1928.
Africa is a treasure house upon

which the world has been drawing in
very large measure, for its diamonds,
gold, ivory, cotton, rubber, cocoa. For
vears the chief export was Africans,
The author pictures the inhuman
cruelties of the slave trade and tells
how David Livingstone, Sir John Kirk,
John and Frederick Moir, helped to
overthrow it. He tells too of Africa’s
emergence into a new era, through the
introduction of industrial civilization
which is profoundly affecting old tribal
organization, sanctions and customs.
New problems have arisen and the
conflict is on between those who, in
the spirit of the former slave raiders,
would exploit the African and those
who by just dealing and kindly aid
would benefit him and help him realize
the potential that is in him. Ilustra-
tions are given of what has been done
by Fred Bridgman in Johannesburg,
South Africa, to better the industrial
and social conditions, and by Alex-
ander Fraser in the Industrial School
at Achimota, West Africa, to train
youth in useful trades and to develop
Christian character. In Uganda, East
Central Africa, a kingdom has been
transformed from savagery to civiliza-
tion by Christianity. The present king
rides in a Rolls-Royce, but this is less
significant than the organization of a
welfare association by the young men
of the kingdom to fight intemperance,
to promote the social and economic -
betterment of all, to work at all times
for the good of the community and to
aim for the highest and best as taught
by religion.
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One of the most interesting chapters
- presents the story of Chief Khama of
the Bamangwato tribe, in truth a king
of men. He lived to the ripe age of
ninety-three and was an ardent pro-
hibitionist who drove from his king-
dom those who sought to debauch his
people by intoxicating lignor. He is
said to be ‘“the earliest prohibition
ruler in the world.” Another African
of royal blood, whose life story is a
romance, was Kwegyir Aggrey. He
came of a race of warriors and was
heir on his mother’s side to five
thrones. Born on the Gold Coast in
1872, he went to a mission school as
a lad. He early became a true Chris-
tian and at twenty-one he went to
America for further education, re-
ceived degrees from Livingstone Col-
lege and from Teachers’ College, Co-
lumbia University, At the time of his
death in 1927 he was associated with
Alexander Fraser in the industrial
school at Achimota, where it was hoped
these two men would long labor to-
gether, one white and one black, for
the uplift of the African.

One who reads this volume is con-
vinced with Basil Mathews that the
the African is Africa’s greatest “black
treasure.”

GEORGE H. TRULL.

Christianity and the Natives of South Af-
rica. A Year-book of South African
Missions. Rev. J. Dexter Taylor, D.D.,
compiler and editor. pp. xii, 503.
Lovedale: Institution Press.
Suggested by the General Mission-

ary Conference of South Afriea in

1912, and finally decided upon in 1925,

three strenuous years have been ex-

pended in bringing together in ex-
cellent typographical form this first
important African Year Book, equal-
ling if not surpassing its predecessors
in China, Japan and India. Practical-
ly all societies south of the Zambesi
and Cunene rivers are here reported
upon, though the many Separatist

Churches of dissident Africans are

dealt with in one brief chapter. Twen-

ty-one authors supply 22 special ar-
ticles upon a variety of subjects
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affecting missions in their relations
to the general work, to society, and
to Government. Ray Phillips’ “Social
Work in South Africa,” Dr. Taylor's
“Vernacular Literature in South Af-
riea,” and Mrs. Jabavu’s “Bantu Home
Life,” are perhaps the most notable
of these articles.

The Second Section contains surveys
of 44 societies laboring in the Sub-con-
tinent. Nine sending countries are
responsible for these societies. Amer-
ica having 14, and Scandinavia and
South Africa 9 each; while England
i8 credited with only four-—a number
which does not represent the very
large work done by British workers,
especially the Wesleyans. The Roman
Catholics were willing but unable to
supply statistics—a failure for which
Dr. Warneck long ago criticised them.
The communicant membership re-
ported is 497,542, though the Angli-
cans and Catholics, and other smaller
bodies do not report. (The Census of
1921 gave the Anglicans 289,573 and
the Catholics 63,179.) Statistics and
estimates make it probable that the
churches gave £213,000 for benevo-
lent and current expenses besides
gifts for education. Government and
missionary figures show that 215,307
children are at school out of 939,563
of school age. No figures are given
for the Christian Associations, school
center and joint council committees,
which are a relatively new but very
important factor in the higher life of
Africa. The total Christian commu-
nity of Native Africans as given by
the census is 1,605,356, and the editor
estimates that the communicants num-
ber about 16 per cent of the mative
population. The pioneer societies,
—the London Mission and their prede-
cessors, the Moravians,—might have
been reported more fully, but little
space is given to any society. The
American public would have liked a
longer report also of our pioneer so-
ciety, the American Board, and of the
large work of the American Negroes
under the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church and in the Separatist
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Churches which sprang largely from
- an American root. Fuller reports of
Lovedale and Tiger Kloof Institutions
would have interested us.

The reviewer would commend the
action of the General Missionary Con-
ference in deciding upon the issuance
of a year book on the triennial years
when the conference meets, rather
than yearly. Though it might thus
prevent the publication of the proceed-
ings of the conference itself.

H. P. BEACH.

Six Miracles of Calvary. Wm. R. Nichol-
son. 80 pp. 40 cents. Chicago. 1928,
This is one of the most valuable

contributions to the literature concern-

ing Calvary that we have seen. Bishop

Nicholson has dealt with the following

outstanding features of the story of

the crucifixion: The Miraculous Dark-
ness; The Rending of the Veil; The

Miraculous Earthquake; The Miracle

of the Open Graves; The Undisturbed

Grave Clothes of Jesus, and Revivals

to Life in the Calvary Graveyard. In-

to each of these chapters, he has inter-
jected the deepest spiritual teaching,
and so told the remarkable story that
the death of our Saviour takes upon
itself a rich spiritual meaning for the
reader. Many technical questions
concerning the Crucifixion are dealt
with and explained in a reverent way.

M. T. 8.
A Harmony of the Life of St. Paul. Frank
J. Goodwin. 240 pp. $1.50. New

York. 1928.

This should be in the library of
every minister, Sunday-school teacher
and Bible student. The references to
Paul’s life and work as narrated in
the Acts of the Apostles are printed
in one column and the passages which
refer to the same events in St. Paul’s
Epistles are placed in other columns
alongside of the historical references
from the Acts. There are explana-
tory notes giving valuable information
on the same pages with the Scripture
quotations, so that the student can see
at a glance all that pertains to the
incident under discussion. There is
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algo a complete index to the Scripture
quotations, which makes it possible
for one to find any passage in which
he may be interested, and see it in
comparison with everything else per-
taining to the life of St. Paul. An
index of the places visited by Paul
makes it possible to approach the story
of Paul’'s life from the geographical
angle and the index of persons con-
nected with Paul's life which makes.
another approach possible.

This third edition was printed on
the urgent request of Bible teachers
who desired to have their students
possess this invaluable compilation of
information concerning the Apostle
Paul. M. T. S.

The English in English Bibles. J. F.
Sheahan. 143 pp. Cloth, $1.25;
paper, 75 cents. Poughkeepsie. 1928.
Fourteen chapters of the Gospel ac-

cording to Matthew are so printed

that three versions are easily com-
pared. The Rhemes of 1582; The

Authorized or King James Version

of 1611 and the Revised Version of

1881 are printed by interlinear

method, so that the exact wording can

easily be compared. The purpose of
the book is to make a comparison of
the exact words used in these three
translations. It also has a good many
notes on different subjects of interest
to scholars, who are making a tech-
nical study of translations of the

Bible. The book would not be of any

value to the ordinary Bible student.

The burden of the author’s work is a.

defense of the Catholic Version.

M. T. S.

‘Windows of Asia. A. P. Richardson. pp.
vii, 206 Illus. $5. .
The diary of a tourist who has seen

the usual sights met by the average

round-the-world traveler. He de-
scribes these in excellent English and
with a kind of acrid humor which
tends to be supercilious toward the
lands and peoples he has visited. He
has almost nothing to say of missions,
but his brief notices are favorable.
K. §. L.
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