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The Linen Closet 
EVERY well-ordered household boasts a completely 

equipped Linen Closet. Piled in rows will be Bath 
Towels of softest texture, in colors to match the bath. 
room decorations or in all-white. Hand Towels of pure 
Linen in a host of designs, handsome Guest Towels that 
combine daintiness with usefulness. Linen Sheets and 
Pillow Cases, Bed Spreads, Fancy and Damask Table 
Linens will also be well represented. 

The knowledge gained from our more than seventy years' ex
perience in supplying leading hostesses of America with fine Linens 
is at your disposal in acquiring a well·equipped Linen Closet. 
We will also be glad to advise you on correct monogramming. 

Me Cutcheon's 
5th Avenue 

New 

Annuities Are 
Satisfactory 

An annuitant who has placed 
$106,000 with one of the Meth
odist Mission Boards writes re
garding the plan: 

"I am very milch pleased with the 
arrangement It gins me during 
my lifetime a good return on my 
money-and helps a worthy cause, 
after I am gone. You have thus 
far been most prompt in your annuity 
payment aDd I can only express the 
utmost satisfaction." 

For information write to 

Morris W. Ehnes, T,easu,er, Boud of Foreign 
Minion. 01 the Methodist Episcopal Church, , SO 
Filth Avenue, New YOlk, N. Y., or 

W. J. Elliott, T rea.uter, Board 01 Home Mi •• 
sions and ChuIch Extension 01 the Methodist Episco
pal Chwch, '701 Arch Street, Philaddphia, Pa. 

~ 49th Street 
York 

Make)oo, ~doDoubie DI!!Y. 
10 Yourself ~ 
to Humanity "'" ~~ , ,.; 

I DURING many years, Bible)\niiU~lJoD(fs. 
havemf~undan! d:~hl~d Yield~~,hil¥" 
satisfaction in investing 9% 'neomelorUfe 
their money in Bible ~Jg~ 
Annuity Bonds-the in~ 
come to go to them and their families during their 
lifetime, and the principal to be devoted later to the 
great uplifting work of the New York ,Bible Society. 

You Can Invest $100 Up 
Business men and churches recommend Bible 

Annuity Bonds as the soundest of investments. 
They never fluctuate. You have no anxiety. May 
be lSSUed on two Jives-husband and wife, mother ~ 
and daughter j etc. . # 

The New York Bible Society has distributed ,'" 
millions of copies of the Scriptures free-in , 
many languages and in raised type for the , 
blind. They have brought comfort and in- ~ NEW 
spiration to countless immigrants, seamen, ~ YORE 
prisoners, the sick, the blind and aliens. / BIBLE 

All sections of the~' SOCIETY 
'ountry. all races of' Dept. 84 
humanil-y, receive ~ SEast48IhStreet 
untold benefits, ~' New York Cit" 

JIIall Coupon / ' Gentlemen: With. 
for FREE / out obligation, please 
P&mphlets ~ send me descriptive 

NEW YORK BIBLE ' ,pamphlets. about your 
SOCIETY " BIble AnnUIty Bonds. 

SL48thSt.N Y.C. ,/ Name .................... .. , , 1,;;;;======, Address ......•.••••••• _ ••••••• 

Pleaf!e mention THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD in writing to adverUsers. 
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MOSLEM PILGRIMS AT MECCA, WORSHIPPING AT THEl KAABA 

One hundred and ftrty thousand Mos]ems in the Haram Court gathered from every nation in the world of Islam 
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OUR MOHAMMEDAN NUMBER 

NUMBER 
TEN 

No APOLOGY is needed for devoting one whole issue of the 
REVIEW to a study of the world of Islam. The religion is over 

. 1,300 years old; it numbers among its adherents at least one 
seventh of the population of the earth; it is the prevailing religion 
in Turkey, Arabia, Syria, Persia, Afghanistan, Egypt, Tripoli, Tunis, 
A 1geria and Morocco and has millions of adherents in Russia, Central 
Africa, Palestine, Turkestan, India, China, Malaysia and the Philip
pine Islands. Mohammedanism is an aggressive, missionary religion 
that is pressing on for the conquest of Africa and has its emissaries 
ill European countries, in North and South America and in the Islands 
of the Sea. Moslems are so devoted to their beliefs and practices 
that they resist all attempts to change their way of thinking and liv
ing and resent the work of Christian missions. They present one of 
the greatest tasks before the Church of Christ today. 

For over five hundred years, Christian workers have been going 
into Moslem strongholds, seeking to win the followers of Mohammed 
to Christ. There have been many hardships and not a few martyrs 
among these missionaries, while the results have been meager. 

In this number of the REVIEW will be found many facts and 
articles of great interest and value to every student of the subject. 
But many fine articles have been crowded out and will appear later: 

Islam and Western Ciyilization, by Basil l\IathewR. 
From Mohammed to Christ, by Habib Yusufji. 
Christian Literature for Moslems, by M. T. Titus. 
A New Enterprise in Mesopotamia, by James Cantine. 

Among the most valuable features of this issue are the sug
gestions given by Mrs. Oronk as to the Best Methods for teaching 
the textbooks and conducting mission study classes on the subject. 
In our September number will be found pictures of several costumes 
used bv )Iohammedans of various classes in different lands and a 
description of how to make them for pageants, plays and tableaux. 

741 
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WHO WAS MOHAMMED? 

I N ABOUT the year 570 A. D., Abdullah, the son of Abd ul Mut
talib, a merchant of Mecca, Arabia, went on a trading trip to 
Medina and died there. A few months later, his wife, Amina, 

gave birth to a boy whom she named Mohammed. 
Arabia had been the resort of all kinds of religious fugitives--:

Star Worshipers, Zoroastrians, Jews and some Christians. Mecca 
had been a pagan center for centuries and the "Kaaba" was an 
Arabian pantheon with idols for every day in the year. Tribesmen 
came on annual pilgrimages to kiss the" Black Stone," to run around 
the Beit Allah (House of God) and to hang portions of their garments 
on sacred trees. Legends of all sorts clustered around the rocks, 
trees and springs of the desert. 

In Arabia, Jews settled with their sacred scriptures, their Tal
wud, and rites; Christians brought their belief in Jesus, and one 
Arab queen and a king are mentioned as converts to Christianity. 
Mohammed thus came into contact with both Jews and Christians 
and at one time he had as a wife, Miriam, a Coptic Christian, who 
was the mother of his son Ibrahim. 

In Mohammed's youth, a Christian army from Yemen attacked 
)[ecca and was defeated. While many of the Arabians rejected the 
old idolatry, they were not ready to accept Judaism or Christianity. 
'fhe time seemed ripe for a new religious leadership. Mohammed's 
aristocratic standing, as a member of the ruling class of Mecca and 
as the son of an influential merchant, gave him prestige. He was 
taught by a chief man of the Koreish tribe to exercise power. He had 
natural ability amounting to genius, an attractive personality and an 
earnest view of life. 

When Mohammed was six years of age, his mother died while on 
11 journey to Medina and the boy was taken first by his grandfather 
and then by his uncle. 'When twelve years old, he went on a mer
cantile journey to Syria and met a Christian monk, Buhaira. Later 
he returned to Arabia and, like other lads, herded sheep and goats. 

At twenty-five, he entered the service of a rich widow of Mecca, 
Khadija, whom he married. This gave him additional influence. 
About ten years later, he announced to his wife that he had been 
called to be a "prophet" and had received a vision in the Cave of 
Hira. Periods of mental disturbance followed, with other "visions." 
Then Mohammed began to preach but when he spoke against the idols 
of the Kaaba, hostility was aroused and persecution began. N ever
theless he gathered some followers. When persecution continued in 
Mecca, he fled in 622 A. D. to Medina where he had won some converts. 
'rhis is the year one, Anno Hegirre, of the Mohammedan era. 

Mohammed became not only the preacher and prophet, but a 
warrior and legislator. He built mosques and houses and raised an 
army. When Khadija died he contracted polygamous marriages in-
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eluding one with the wife of his freed slave, an adopted son. He 
began to write letters to foreign kings inviting them to embrace 
Islam, collected an army of ten thousand men, attacked various 
strongholds and finally captured Mecca and destroyed its idols. Cer
tain pagan ceremonies were, however, incorporated in Islam. In the 
year 631 A. D. he made final pilgrimage to Mecca in great state and 
I:oon after died. On his deathbed he prayed to God for pardon of 
his sins. 

Mohammed is described as a man above average height, slender 
but of commanding presence, with a large head, piercing eyes, black 
hair and long bushy beard. He always walked rapidly and decision 
marked every movement. There is much diversity of opinion as to 
his character. Sir William Muir thinks that he was at first sincere 
and upright, believing in the so-called revelations, but that later he 
was intoxicated by success, used his power for selfish ends and de
ceived his followers as to the" revelations." The influence of his 
first wife, Khadija, was wholesome, but after her death he gave way 
to his passions. Only the later traditions claim for him sinlessness 
and superiority to Jesus. While only ninety-nine attributes of per
fection are accredited to God, Mohammed is given by his followers 
two hundred and one titles to proclaim his glory. No Moslem prays 
to Mohammed but he is said to dwell in the highest heaven, several 
degrees above Jesus. 

WHAT MOSLEMS BELIEVE 

I SLAM is described under two divisions-Imoo and Din-or "ar
ticles of faith" and" religious practices. " The six main articles 
of faith are: God, His angels, His books, His Prophet, His Day 

f)f Judgment and Predestination or Fate. 
God. Allah is one, omnipotent and merci:l'ul. His character is imper

sonal. The Christian conception of a God of love is not understood but their 
idea of God's absolute authority involves despotism. Moslems believe in God 
over man but not with man or in man. 

Angels. There are three species of spiritual beings-good angels, jinn 
and demons. Angels are created out of light and are endowed with life, 
speech and reason. Jinn or genii may be good or evil. They are created from 
fire and are greatly feared. (See the" Arabian Nights. ") Satan or IbUs 
is head of the evil jinn. 

Books of God. Orthodox Moslems believe that God sent down one hun
dred and four sacred books. Adam received ten, Seth fifty, Enoch thirty, 
Abraham ten-all lost. The four books that remain are the Law (Torah), 
which came to Moses; the Psalms received by David; the Gospel (I njil) of 
Jesus; and the Koran, eternal and uncreated and revealed to Mohammed. 
Th,is last supersedes the other books. 

The Koran (or Q'uran) is a little smaller than the New Testament, has 
vne hundred and fourteen chapters (or suras). It is not in chronological 
order and is a mixture of adoration,. prayers and imprecations, laws and 
legen~, facts and fancy. Much of it is unintelligible without a commentary. 
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It contains many historical and scientific errors, superstitions and unbelievable 
fables. It teaches perpetual slavery, polygamy, divorce, intolerance, degrada
tion of women and cruel bloodshed. It contains no doctrine of an atonement 
for sin. 

Prophets and Apostles. Mohammed referred to 124,000 prophets and 
305 apostles. Six of the latter are major prophets-Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus and Mohammed-who supersedes and supplants them all: 

Moslems believe in Jesus as a prophet. The Koran says that he was 
miraculously conceived and born, spoke while a babe, performed miracles as 
a child, foretold Mohammed, was miraculously saved from crucifixion and is 
now in an inferior stage of celestial bliss. 

Judgment. Awful terrors are portrayed for the judgment day when 
there will be a physical resurrection of aU the dead. The condemned will 
suffer unspeakable physical torture in a seven-fold hell. The blessed will 
enjoy indescribable physical pleasures in the" Garden of Delights." 

Predestination is the most characteristic and far-reaching article of the 
Moslem creed. It affects everything in life. God wills both good and evil. 
There is no escape from His decree-it is fate (kismet). Religion is Islam 
(resignation). This fatalism paralyzes progress, initiative and social service. 

WH.L\T MOSLEMS PRACTICE IN RELIGION 

I T IS incumbent on all II true believers" to show their faith bv 
observing the five religious duties of Islam-the pillars or foun
dation of religion. 
1. CONFESSION OF THE CREED. La-ilaha-iUa-'Uahu.; Mu.hammada-Rasulu.

'allah ("There is no god but God; Mohammed is the apostle of God"). This 
is the watchword of Islam-inscribed on banners and doorposts, and on coins. 
It rings out from minarets, and is a cradle song and battle-cry. 

2. PRAYER is the repetition of a formula and is the "Key to Paradise." 
After ceremonial purification men must face the Kaaba at Mecca and then 
kneel to pray five times a day (at dawn, high noon, two hours before sunset, 
at sunset and two hours after sunset). The prayers consist of short passages 
from the Koran containing praise, confession and petition for guidance. 

3. FASTING. The chief month of fasting (Ramaean) is the ninth mouth 
of the Moslem year. During fast no one must drink a drop of water or take 
a morsel of food, smoke, bathe, smell a flower, or take medicine from sunrise 
to sunset. The whole night is, however, spent in feasting and other indulgence. 
Infants, idiots, the sick and the aged are exempt. 

4. ALMS. These were formerly collected by a religious tax-gatherer. One 
fortieth of a man's total income is the usual rate. Hospitality is also a re
ligious duty. 

5. PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA. 'fhis annual pilgrimage is one of the strongest 
bonds of Islam and is a great missionary agency. It draws the Moslem world 
together and scatters the lnfiuence over Asia and Africa. The number who 
make the pilgrimage varies from 50,000 to 100,000 a year. Pilgrims, arrived 
in Mecca, pel'form ahlutions, visit lite lllosqne, l;:is~ nIP Black Rtone, rUIl around 
the Kaaba seven tillles, 01l'er, a prayer, drink water from the well of Zeru Zem 
and again kiss the Black StOlle. Finally, after throwing three stones at "the 
Great Devil" (stones at l\Iina) , they sacrifice a sheep or other animal. 

Other t"eligious practices include circumcision, observance of sacred 
feasts, and jihad 01' taking part in religious wars against infidels. 
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FROM "THE MOSLEM WORLD IN REVOLUTION" BY ·W. W. CASH 

The Islamic World and Missions Today 
BY REV. SAMUEI, M. ZWEMER, D.D., LL.D., CAIRO 

Editor of The Moslem World; Author of "The Disintegration of Islam," Etc., Etc. 

W HAT is Islam? It is at once the great "surrender" and the 
great denial-the surrender of millions of human hearts and 
lives for thirteen long centuries to the obedience of Moham

med, the Arabian, and the blinding of those hearts and lives to the. 
light of the knowledge of God's glory as revealed in Jesus Christ. 
"Mohammed," says G. K. Chesterton, "did not, like the Magi, find a 
new star; he saw through his own particular window a glimpse of 
the great grey field of the ancient starlight." 

When we say that a country contains so many Moslems, we 
really mean that it contains so many. monotheists, - not mono
theists with the ethics of Moses but with those that are in most re
spects far inferior. There is not one cardinal truth in the Chris
tian's creed about Christ that is not hidden, distorted or denied by 
Islam. To Mohammed, the teaching that God has a Son and that 
He died on the cross for human Sill aud If'ft an empty grave to ascend 
on high, seems blasphemy-a blasphemy that might shake the world. 

Here we have at once the necessity for and the difficulty of mis
sions to Moslems. All the arguments employed for missions to the 
Jews apply with double force to the Moslems. Their number is 
twenty-fold that of the Jews; the witness to the Messiah is less clear 
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and less glorious in the Koran than in Isaiah; the children of Isaac 
are on a higher intellectual, social and moral plane everywhere than 
are the children of Ishmael. 

If the Gospel of Christ is intended for all the world it is also 
intended for the world of Islam. That world was never so extensive, 
so restless, so conscious of itself as it is today. The Mussalman of 
Calcutta recently printed the following letter from the "Director of 
the Islamic News Service," London: 

At this period, entering upon a New Year, it behooves us all to look 
around and see the position of Islam in the West. When, twenty-three years 
ago, I embraced Islam, I did 80 standing practically alone. Today, what a 
difference there is. In England, the Islamic community of Britishers is 3,000. 
Three journals circulate here-The Islamic World, The Isll1!mic Review and 
the Review of Religions. All this has happened in a short space of time. In 
France, a country which I visit every month, there is the magnificent Mosque 
almost completed in Paris, with a strong Islamic population, and many 
French people who have accepted "the Faith most excellent." The French 
Society (of which I am representative in Great Britain) is named the "Fra
ternite Musulmane," and is a very strong body and active. In Germany, 
there is a MOsque in Berlin, with a number of Germans who are Muslims. In 
America, there is a Mosque in Chicago, and I was recently honoured by being 
asked to visit the Chicago University to speak on "Islamic History." In the 
Argentine Republic, there is a very influential Muslim population, with an 
Arabic journal El Argentino. Brazil counts thousands of Muslims. In Hol
land and Belgium, there are nationals of those countries who came to Islam. 
In Hungary, there is a strong community with some illustrious names. 
Those who prophesied the decline of Islam have seen their predictions falsi
fied, for Islam is gaining ground throughout the world. In Australia, there 
are, today, upwards of twenty Mosques. South Africa reckons numbers 
where sometime ago none existed. This is the present picture and, I venture 
to think, is a source of gratification to Muslims when one considers that 
Christianity with its millions of pounds, thousands of missionaries, books 
without number, and free distribution of thousands of Bibles, can make but 
little headway abroad, whilst, in countries nominally Christian, the bulk of 

-the people never enter a church. We must not relax our· efforts in any way, 
for it seems that a new missionary campaign is in the air. Muslims! it is 
our duty to present to the whole world the imperishable truth given to hu
manity in the glorious pages of that imperishable book, the Holy Koran. 
Islam ()fi'ers to a world torn by dissension and false doctrines, the one Path 
of Peace. Today, when a weary world seeks consolation, it is Islam and 
Islam alone that can guide a stricken humanity. Muslims! be up and doing, 
and bring to the Light those who are now groping in darkness. 

This letter challenges thought and proves that Islam has a world 
program which Christendom cannot ignore. What are the present 
factors in the missionary problem 1 

I .. Extent and N1l!mbers. Statistics are dry and often bewild
ering, yet it is only by statistics that we can measure the present 
expansion of a religion which began in the sixth century with a 
minority of one man who claimed to be God's last messenger. 

Today the number of those who profess and call themselves 
Mohammedans is nearly two hundred and thirty-five million. In 
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southeastern Europe (omitting the scattered groups of Britain and 
j<-'rance as negligible in number, but not in their influence) there are 
three and a half million. They are found chiefly in Albania, Bulgaria, 
Greece and Montenegro. Add to these a little over fifteen millions 
in European and Asiatic Russia and nearly two hundred thousand in 
South America (chiefly Brazil and Guiana). 

Pass to the two great continents and the island world where 
Islam has made its conquests. In ~Urica there are nearly fifty mil
lion followers of the Arabian prophet and they are found every
where except in the southwestern portion of the continent. In the 
Belgian and French Congo, Liberia, Mozambique, Somaliland; 
around the Lakes and Zanzibar and in Madagascar, on the west coast 
in Senegal, Guinea, Dahomey; in Uganda, Abyssinia, Kenya, Tan
ganyika; in Sierra Leone and the Gold Coast, Togoland and the 

1'U.ll1c.u. PlSt1llJlV110N OF MOCUM5 £1:R'GtJ1mCDI!TKIIIUTI(lN OF lIIosu:11S 

Cameroons; nearly eleven millio1l in Nigeria and last but not least 
the solid belt of Moslem comitries on the north, Egypt, the Sudan, 
'rripoli, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. 

In Asia every country has its Moslem problem except Japan and 
Korea. In China there are about nine millions; in the Philippine 
Islands nearly six hundred thousand; in the Dutch East Indies over 
thirty-six millions; India has the largest Moslem population of any 
mission field in the world-over sixty-nine million. In Bengal prov
ince alone there are twenty-five million Moslems. Western and cen
tral Asia are almost wholly Mohammedan and here there are still 
great unoccupied fields that challenge pioneer effort. Shrouded in 
mystery and hidden behind the Himalaya ranges Afghanistan 
touches Russia, India, Persia and China--a land full of political sig
nificance and strategic position with a strong and virile people, yet 
without a witness for Christ. The few and far-scattered mission sta
tions in Central Asia are like little candles burning in the night of 
Islam-Bokhara, Kashgar, Yarkand, Urumtsi-who even remembers 
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them in prayed In Arabia, Persia, Turkestan, Iraq, Palestine, 
Syria and Turkey the social, intellectual and religious outlook of the 
population was for long centuries through the window of Islam-and 
the window was barred. 

II. The Hour Is Ripe. A new day has arrived, a day of oppor
tunity and responsibility. The dawn "came up like' thunder" during 
the World War which shook the House of Islam to its very founda
tions. The Moslem world is in revolution. The fountains of its 
great deep have broken up. From within and from without mighty 
forces, often contrary and seldom under control, are striving for 
supremacy. Politically, the old world of Islam with its caliphate and 
arrogant Moslem law, its rigid social code, its slavery trade and 
slavery is gone. Nearly everywhere the doors of access have been 
torn off their hinges or nailed open. Four fifths of the vast popula
tions mentioned above are encreasingly accessible to every method 
of missionary approach. 

This is true, for example, of all British India, the Dutch East 
Indies, Persia, Mesopotamia, China, the Balkans, the whole of North 
Africa and Central, East and West Africa with the possible excep
tion of Northern Nigeria. Even there and in Central Arabia and 
Afghanistan the hinges are creaking and hands from within are 
fumbling at the lock. A half century ago missionaries died in some 
of these lands hammering at closed doors, and the Church despaired 
of entrance. Today, there is overwhelming evidence that the hour is 
ripe for evangelism. The highways for the Gospel are preparing. 
Thousands of'miles of railways and motor roads have been built in 
Africa and Asia within two decades. The distance between Baghdad 
and Damascus, the old caliph cities, can be covered in nineteen hours 
by motor. Aeroplanes carry the mails across pathless deserts. Per
sia and Morocco are building highways; Abyssinia's capital is a rail
way terminus. Moslems formerly travelled to one center, Mecca. 
Now they are travelling everywhere. Thousands find their way to 
Paris and other European capitals. The press, the cinema and the 
highly colored advertising boards in every city are highways into 
the minds of the masses and create a thousand points of contact with 
Western civilization. All this tends to disintegrate the old IslaIUic 
standards and ideals. Education has become the first demand of 
nationalists in their effort at reform. Literacy in India and Egypt 
is markedly increasing. The Moslem press was never so active as it 
is today. In social reform, it is often the ally of Christianity; this 
iR espeeinlly tnw in eomhating the evils of the liquor trnffic. In Tur
key and Egypt women are leading a new movement of emancipation. 
They are discarding the veil and demand monogamy. They seek to 
abolish the Islamic law by which by repetition of a. mere formula 
divorce if! possible. 

All these currents of thought and life are rising as a tide against 
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Islam with its ancient tradition of a Church-State and undermining 
its very foundations. A new Islam has arisen among the educated 
classes which, in various forms, at ""Voking, Lahore, Aligarh, Angora 
and Cairo, is in open rebellion against ancient tradition. These Mos
lems are "open-minded enough to violate Koranic law and independ
ent enough to tread the road of progress rather than be fettered by 
seventh-century. religious legislation." 

There are, it is true, reactions. The old Islam dies hard and the 
warlike spirit of fanaticism needs only a leader and an appeal based 
on real or imagined injustice to be 
inflamed. Nevertheless, the out
standing fact is that the world of 
Islam is "on trek." Their souls 
'will find no true rest until they 
rest in Christ. Reports that come 
from every land indicate, in the 
words of the .Jerusalem Confer
ence, "a new willing'ness to hear 
the Gospel message, and much less 
antagonism than in former days. 
'1'he number of inquiries is increas
ing everywhere, and public bap
tisms are not only possible but 
more frequent among the educated 
classes, especially the young men. 
Some have lost their moorings and 
are adrift on a sea of unbelief; 
with others there is an eager and 
intelligent spirit of inquiry in re-
gard to religion. Now is the su- THJ<J MOSQVE AT WOKING, SURREY 

preme opportunity for \vinning A~\7t~r: f~~n aJ~~~)ty~:~d oi"~I~i~~m(i~po~~:~~i~~) 
these future leaders for Christ." 

III. The Unfinished Task. Of Moslem lands and peoples it 
may be said what is recorded of the Greek widows: "They are neg
lected in the daily ministration." The unoccupied fields of the world 
are largely Mohammedan lands. I know of no missionary working 
among the two hundred thousand Mohammedans of South America, 
nor among the eight hundred and thirty thousand of Albania, nor is 
there a single Protestant society at work among the fifteen million 
:Moslems of Russia. A map of the mission stations in Africa indi
cates at a glance that pagan Africa is largely occupied, but Moslem 
Africa still has vast areas of population without a witness for Christ. 
Abyssinia has two million Mohammedans and in the French Congo 
there are five million seven hundred thousand. It is no exaggeration 
to say that in both of these regions there is scarcely one worker spe
cially qualified or designated to carry the Gospel to these Moslem 
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millions. The missionary forces in Morocco are utterly inadequate 
for the needs of its more than five million people. The same is true 
of Northern Nigeria, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and Tanganiyka. 

In Asia, the Mohammedans of Ohina and India are an outstand
ing problem because of their long neglect on the part of the Ohurch 
of Jesus Ohrist. In a series of conferences held in 1924, it was the 
unanimous judgment of leading missionaries that Moslem India is 
in a very real sense an unoccupied field. Little special work for Mos
lems is carried on although there are sixty-nine million of them. 
rrhere are large cities like Bombay, Lucknow, Delhi and Lahore, 
where formerly there was special effort to win Moslems, but where 
now there are few missionaries wholly devoted to this task. 

While there are more than five thousand missionaries in India, 
the number of these who are specially prepared and set apart for the 
evangelization of Moslems is pitifully small. 

Though, on the other hand, it may be said that there are many 
places whe~e missionaries are giving part of their time to Moslems, 
yet, even when one considers all this, it is still clear that there is such 
a serious lack of attention being given to the Moslem problem in pro
portion to its importance that its adequate consideration by all mis
sions in India is urgently required. 

The most tragic chapter in the elaborate survey prepared a few 
years ago on f'The Ohristian Occupation of Ohina" is that which 
deals 'with the neglected Mohammedans. A number of centers are 
pointed out where work should be begun: Peking, Tientsin, Nanking, 
Tsinau, Kaifeng, Sianfu, Chengtu, Yunnanfu, Oanton, Kweilin, Lan
chowfu, Kirin, Moukden and Kweihwating. Yet today there is 
scarcely a missionary devoting himself entirely to this important ele
ment in the population. In China, the Moslems are more friendly 
than perhaps in any other land and the opportunity through medical 
missions and translation and distribution of literature is a challenge 
to the Ohinese Ohurch and the churches of Ohristendom. 

Arabia, the cradle of Islam, still has great provinces without a 
witness for Christ: N ejd, Asir, the hill country of Yemen, the whole 
of Hadramaut, the Northern Bedouin tribes and the holy land of the 
Hejaz. What has proved possible in East Arabia through pioneer 
effort on the Persian Gulf is possible today for every part of the pen
insula. Where are the men and women who will occupy these fields 1 

IV. Signs of the Harvest. Generally speaking, many of these 
Moslem lands have proved barren soil after more than half a cen
tury of missionary effort; with the exception of India and the East 
Indies, where there are thousands of converts and hundreds of bap
tisms every yea'r. The great dark belt of solid Islamic empire from 
Morocco to Turkestan does not yet yield a large harvest of souls. 

In Arabia, the faithful fishermen have labored the long night of 
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thirty-five years-how oft they toiled in the rowing and the wind was 
contrary! The total number of converts after all these years was 
less, than the number of the years of waiting. But the tide has turned 
at last. There have been public baptisms and men and women who 
forsook all for Ohrist are preaching His cross to others. We saw 
twenty-two adults baptized publicly at Isfahan on July 4th, this year. 
All were bold to confess the Ohrist. According to Doctor Robert E. 
Speer, Persia is today "the most open door to Islam." Mirza Ibra
him who died by torture in the dungeon at Tabriz in 1890 witnessed 
a good confession: 

"One night when he witnessed for Ohrist to his fellow-prisoners, 
they fell upon him, kicked him, and took turns choking him. His 
throat swelled so that he could scarcely swallow or speak, and, on 
Sunday, May 14, 1893, he died from his injuries. When the Orown 
Prince was informed of his death, he asked, 'How did he die~' And 
the jailor answered, 'He died like a Ohristian.' " 

The blood of such has been the seed of the Ohurch. 
"Twenty years ago," said Kasha Moorhatch, "it was impossible 

for a Moslem to shake hands with a Ohristian, but now, not only do 
they shake hands, but, like Orientals, they quite often kiss each other. 
Then it was a death penalty for a Ohristian to speak before Moslem 
fanatics about the divinity of Ohrist, but now, if a Ohristian is well 
informed in language and intelligent in speech, he can say openly 
that Ohrist is God-Man, the only Mediator, outside of Whom all else 
are sinners incapable of mediatorship. Then it was impossible to sit 
with Moslems at one table, but today, among the higher classes, it is 
very common and free. Twenty years ago it was dangerous to preach 
in one of the Moslem languages in the presence of Moslems, but today 
any intelligent man who knows the language can speak about the 
Trinity, the Atonement, the New Birth, and can openly condemn 
Islam as a religion of pure formalism. " This testimony is true. The 
tactful presentation of the old Gospel story meets with response 
everywhere in Persia. 

In every mission station in Persia there are growing groups 
of believers who witness the good confession. As a woman in 
Teheran put it, "The ground has been broken up and softened by 
the rain and is open for the seed. The old days of the hard closed 
soil are passed." Everywhere the sower goes forth to sow. The 
Bible Societies have doubled their circulation in Bible lands in recent 
years. During the past two years hundreds of gospels have found 
willing hands to accept them even in the old Mohammedan Al Azhar 
University. A Bible I presented to their ancient library in 1916 was 
being read there during Ramadhan this year. 

. In Abyssinia there has been a movement toward Ohristianity on 
the part of Mohammedans led by Sheikh Zakariya, resulting in over 
six thousand forsaking Islam and becoming Bible Ohristians. Every-
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where there are groups of inquirers and ill many places hundreds of 
secret disciples. It was an inspiration in 1922 to visit large churches 
in Java and Sumatra entirely composed of converts from Islam-a 
total of some forty thousand. In Bengal there are said to be sixteen 
thousand Moslem converts in the Church of Christ. 

A few months ago I spoke to a Bible class of one hundred and 
thirty young men and boys at Omdurman (Egyptian Sudan), all of 
them Mohammedans by birth. My theme was the friendship of Paul 
with Jesus Christ. This I said had three stages: to know Him his
torically, to know Him as a living Person in His resurrection power, 
and to know something of the fellowship of His suffering. Under 
the very shadow of the old ruined tomb of the Khalifa these sons 
and grandsons of the warriors that fought for Islam with fire and 
sword listened to my challenge to accept Christ and follow Him in 
the battle for the Truth and for Purity-if need be to die for Him. 
And their black eyes flashed back a message of "~We are ready" that I 
shall never forget. Some are now awaiting baptism. "Say ye not 
yet four months and then cometh the harvest f Behold I say unto 
you lift up your eyes and look on the fields that they are white al
ready unto harvest." 

. Where are the reapers 1 That is the missionary problem today 
in the world of Islam. Who will go and who will sendf 

SURVEY OF THE MOSLEM WORLD 
]ins/mn Proportion 

Populations to Total 
North America .................................... . 
Central and South America .................... . 

11,000 1 in 10,1)(j1) 
174 RG1 1 in 500 

Australia ......... ~ .... ~ . . . . . \ 25;000 1 in 1,400 
Polynesia ......... . ........ . 15,000 
Europe * .................. . 7,058,949 1 in 70 
Africa 

Abyssinia .................................. . 4,0.00,000 2 jn 5 
Belgian Congo ................................... . 1,764,000 1 in 6 
British Africa ................................... . 11),.'585,990 1 in 3 
British African manaat"s ......................... . 626,000 1 h1 10 
Egypt .......................................... . 11,658,148 11 in 12 
Freneh Afriea ................................... . 24,858,204 2 in :l 
Freneh African mandates ......................... . 750,000 1 in 4 
Italian Afriea .................................. . 1,549,000 5 :in 6 
Portuguese Africa ................................ . 230,000 1 in UI 
Spanish Africa ............. . ........... . ;'94,500 6 in 7 
Other Count.ries ... . ...................... . 382,:;00 

Asia 
Afghanistan ......... . 12,000,000 Total 
Arabia .......... . 10,000,000 Total 
British Asia ............... . 71,245,772 2 in 9 
Brit.ish Asian manda t.es ...... . 3,411,590 8 in 9 
China and Dependenl'i,'" ...................... . 9,136,000 1 in 4;; 
Dutch East Indies ........................... . 36,000,000 3 in 4 
Freneh Asia ..................................... . 341,860 1 jn 70 
Persia .......................................... . 9,350,000 49 in 1)0 
Russian Asia ................................. . .. 10,200,000 1 in 3 
Turkey ......................................... . 8,35'O,O()0 8 in 9 
Other Countries ................................. . 1,246,O()O 1 in 15 

Total Moslem Population ............... . 240,56,2,864 1 in 7 

,., Chiefly in Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, C'7-f'eho-Slovakia, YugowSlavia, Rumania and 
Russia. 
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Societies 

CANADA 

United Church of Canada ............... . 
Sudan Interior Mission ................. . 

UNITED STATES 

Fields 

China-Honan (North) 
French Sudan, Nigeria 

American Board of Commissioners ........ Turkey, Syria, Greece 

American Christian Lit. Soc. for Moslems .. Moslems in all lands 
American University at Cairo ............ Egypt 

Moslem Population 

1

15,000 families 
10,000,000 

I 

I'~ ,.o.o.o:~~~ .. (~Urkey) ]2,000,000 

I Christian and Missionary Alliance ........ Palestine, China 
Church of the Brethren .................. IIndia (Bombay Pres.), 
Churches of God ....................... ·IIndia 

Nigeria iAb~~t' '30,000 (India) 

(:o:o:o:~~~: : : : Lutheran Orient Mission Society .......... /Kurdistan 
Methodist Episcopal Board F. M. . ....... India, Malaysia, Africa 
Methodist Episcopal (Women) ........... Africa, India, China 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A ............. iPersia, India, Syria, Irak 
United Presbyterian Chureh .............. India, Sudan, Egypt 

Protestant Episcopal Church in U. S. A ... Philippir:es, China, Liberia 
Reformed Church in America ............ Arabia, Mesopotamia 

I::::::::::: : 
COOO,OOO 

8,000,000 

Reformed Church in U. S ................ Mesopotamia 
United Lutheran Church ................. India 185,000 

ENGLAND 

Bible Lands Missions Aid Society ........ Near East ........... . 
Church Missionary Society ............... Nigeria, W. Africa; Egypt, Su- ]05,0'00,000 

dan, Palestine, Persia, India 
Church of England Zenana M. S. ......... India ........... . 
Egypt General Mission .................. Egypt 10,000,000 
Friends Foreign Mission. " .......... " ., India, Near East 65,000 (India) 
Jerusalem and East Mission ............. Palestine, Syria, Cyprus ........... . 
Nile Mission Press ...................... Arabic-speaking world 100,000,000 
North Africa Mission ................... Morocco,Mgeria,Tunisia,Tripoli 17,000,000 
West Indian Mission to West Africa (Pon-

gas Mission) ......................... French Guinea, W. Africa 
Worldwide Evangelisation Crusade ...... , . Arabia, Afghanistan 

SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh Medical M. S ................. Syria, Palestine 
Southern Morocco Mission ............... Southern Morocco 

I .... · ...... · 
6,000,000 

United Free Church of Scotland .......... Arabia, India, Africa 

THE CONTINENT 

Bethel Mission (Germany) .............. E. Africa 
Danish Mission ......................... Arabia 

50,000 

Evangelical Swedish Mission ............. Somaliland, Abyssinia 
German Baptists ........................ R,ussia, South 200,000 (~) 
German Orient Mission .................. I Bulgaria, Persia, Turkey, Syria ........... . 

Karmel Mission ........................ Palestine 50,000 

Neukirchen Mission Institute ............ Java 

Rhenish-Westphalian Deaconesses' Society. Jerusalem, Cairo 

Rhenish Missionary Society .............. East Indies 
Mennonite Union ....................... Java, Sumatra 
Netherlands Missionary Society .......... E. Java 
Netherlands Missionary Union ........... W. Java 
Reformed Church in Netherlands ......... Java 
Utrecht Mission Union .................. New Guinea 
Swedish Alliance Mission ................ North China, India 
Swedish Missionary Society .............. E. Turkestan 
Women Missionary Workers (Swedish) .. , N. Africa, India 

7,000,000 

7,000,000 
7,000,000 
8,000,000 

28,500 (China) 

About 1,000,000 

Iw_oTkers among Moslemsi Types of Work 

3 part time I lEv., ed., med. 
25 Evangelistic 

103 
I 
Ed., med., ev., 

Assists Societies Literature 

I· .. · .... · .. · Educational 

............ i Evangelistic 
2 Just started 
10 lEV., ed. 
5 Ev., ed., med. 
•••••••• 0 ••• ,Ev., ed., med. 
0 ••••••••••• J Ev., ed., med. 
300 Ev., med., lit., 
241 Ev., ed., med. 

3 (2 more in prospect) i Ed., med. 
42 'Ev., ed., med. 

3 E~ 
1 whole, 1 part time, 1 Ev., ed. 

preparing 

social 

etc. 

Assists missions 
Approximately 364 (in- Ev., ed., med., lit. 

cluding wives) 

Results Reported 
, 

1 

Few converts; 1 evang.; severe persecution. 
Slight; signs encouraging. 

I 
I 
~ecognition of friendliness; study of Jesus 

by few enquirers. 
Many enquirers. 
1 convert in 6 years; 'characters influenced; 

occasional conversions. 

About 100 converts. 

150 converts in Egypt; some adult baptisms 
in Sudan; some from Sweeper class and 
high castes in India. 

Few. 
Hostility overcome; Arabia opened; 6 ba p

tized in last 2 years. 

No conversions. 

10 whole, 35 part time Ev., ed., med. . .......... . 
............ lEv., ed. ' ........... . 
2 Ev. in India, lit. in Near EastjNot tabulated. 
15 Ed. mainly, med. and lit. started Increased number of enquirers. 
5 foreign, 51 native Literature Some conversions; much general influence. 
77 Ev., med., indus. : ........... . 

10 I Ev., I'd. I Indefinite; increase of interest. 
5 I Evangelistic ........... . 

7 I Med., ev. Inquirers. 
26 foreign, 8 native ,Ev., ed., med. Scattered converts. 
4 whole, others part time 1 Ev., ed., med. ,Converts in India; no results appt. in Arabia. 

I 
! 
i 

~ :~~r:e~~~: :2:0: native I ~~~n~~{is~~d. i ~ : ~~~~~r:t; ~ : :10 catechumens. 

1 I E~~;;g~l;~ti~ . I Encouraging. 
2 lEV., ed., med. 1300 Christians, forced into Islam during the 

war, return to Christian Church. 
11 Ev., ed., med. Mohammedans who accept Gospel sent to 

mission schools. 
15 missionaries, 11 wives, I· Ev., ed., med. 2,995 baptized up to close of 1925; 207 

5 doctors, 18 unmarried baptized last year; 166 under instruction. 
lady missionaries I 

: : : : : : : : : : : : I ~~~i.C~~ .. . .. ~~~!~~s: ~~~~ents treated in hospitals and 

9 : Ev., ed., med. 
18 I· Ev., I'd., med. 
15 Ev., ed., med. 
150 Ev., ed., med. 
3 
1 in India IE·v·.· i~ 'I~di;, lit. in China 
24 lEV., ed., med. 
6 Ev., ed., med. 

2,000 converts. 
16,000 converts. 
7,000 converts. 
4,000 converts. 

1 enquirer in China; work in India new. 
76 church members; growing interest. 
150 converts. 

(Over) 
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Societies Fields Moslem Population [work ,rs arnong Moslems[ Types of Work I Results Reported 

AFRICA 

Algiers Mission Band ................... i Algeria, Tunisia ; 8,000,000 

Swedish Mission ........................ j Egypt ___________ i_. _. _ .. _._._._._. _. _ .. _____ '-1_5_ 

30 
I 
lEV., lit. 

!Ev., ed., , social 

IDeSire for SCl'iptures and Christian litera
I ture; homes opened; classes for children. 
ISeveral confessions. 

Protestant Missionary Societies Doing Work Incidentally for Moslems 

Soeieties Fields \ Workers Touch' g Moslern .. 1 Kinds of Work Results Reported 

. CANADA I. , 
Umted Church of Canada ................. Central IndtaAll in contact 

. • UNIT~D STATES I ..., . 1 

I 
IMed., ed. and zenana Not many open conversiolls. 

! ........... . Amer~can BIb~e S~cIety ... : .............. N e3;r East, Phlhppllles, Sudan, ArabIa; ........... . 
A~erlcan Umve~sI~y of BeIrut ........... SYrIa 1190 teachers and 
Chma Inland MISSIOn ................... China 126 
Evangelical Synod of N. A. . ............ Central India ........... . 

IBibles and colportage 
assists., Educational 

iEv. and med. 
I 

'About 500 Moslem students a year. 
! Slow; promising. 

American Friends ....................... Palestine, E. Africa 123 
Augustana Synod ....................... China, Tanganyika (Africa) ........... . 

IE~·.; ·e'r1.; ·~~d .. social 
, ' 

, Good results in Palestine; little in Kenya Colony. 

National Baptist Convention ............. [Liberia i ........... . 
Seventh Day Baptist M. S ................ China, Java, West Indies ........... . 
Bible Lands Gospel Mission ............. Syria, Palestine I ...•........ 

Methodist Episcopal Board F. M ........ 'IN. Africa, Europe, India, Malaysia'I' 
China 6 or 8 

Norwegian M. S. (American) ............ Camerouns t •••••••••••• 

Reformed Presbyterian Church in N. A ... , :Asia Minor, Syria, Island of Cyprus'8 
Scandinavian Alliance .............. '" . ·IIndia I" ........ .. 
Southern Baptist Convention ............. [Nigeria, Palestine, Syria 34 
United Brethren in Christ ............... Sierra Leone ........... . 
United ,christian M. S ................... ,China, Java, West Indies I •••••••••••• 

\Vesleyan Methodist Connection .......... I India, Sierra Leone 118 
I 1 

Woman 's Union Missionary Society ..... '1 United Provinces (India) 

World's Sunday School Association ....... Egypt, Syria, Palestine 
Young Men's Christian Asso()iation ..... 'iEgyPt, Palestine, Syria, 

Persia, Irak, India 

ENGLAND 
British and Foreign Bible Society ....... . 
Christian Lit. Soc. for India and Africa .. 
London Missionary Society ............. . 

All Moslem lands 
India, Africa 
India, Africa 

I'" stations 

13 
Turkey, I . 

I .......... .. 

1 

I .... · ..... .. 
i ...... · .. • .. 

[:::::::::: 
t Ev., ed., med. 
, ........... . 
,Ev., ed., med. 
I Evangelistic 
"Ev., ed., med. 
',Ev., ed., med. 

I .......... .. 

! ........... . 

i 

Interest awakened. 

16,284 members. 

IE~·.,· ~~d" i~ 'Africa; ev., I' S~~~ ~~;'~~~~ions. 
, ed. in India 
(Med., ed., indus., zenanal .......... .. 
, and orphanage 
Ev., ed. i Ii,creased attendance, 

\ 

I .. · .. · .. · .. · : Ed., soc., lit. 

.1 Bibles and col portage 

Plan to make work for 
Moslems part of 5-year 
campaign 

Presbyterian Church of England .......... Malaysia, India Ev., ed., med. Results disappointing. 

Regions Beyond Mission ................. India . . . . . . . . . . . . 'jILE. '·Iv't·.a.·.n·':·'ue·.lpi'ps·.tl~~·'Ce·'d·' to Churell 

men and women 

Salvation A, rmy ......................... I India, .Java, China, W. Africa ........ , .. . 
Scripture Gift Mission .................. Moslem lands ........... . 
S. P. C. Knowledge ..................... China, Africa, India ........... . 

1 

of England missions 
Soc. for Propagation of Gospel .......... ,India 1 in training .... , ...... . 

Some converts. 

especially in Egypt and Sudan. 

Sudan United Mission .................. ' Nigeria, French Equatorial Africa; ............ i Ey., ed., med. Few conversions; Government oppos",d. 

_Wesleyan Methodist .................... . 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, I 

India, W. Africa I' . . . . . . . . . . . 'I ........... . Recently decided to app(,int 2 missionaries for special Moslem work. 
Some conversions in India. Wesleyan Methodist, Women's Auxiliary .. India, Ceylon . . . . • . . . . • • • i Ev., ed., med. 

Punjab (India) 1 i SCOrrLA:-'D 

India, China, Syria, Palestine, Egypt 15 . ~~~k~l:~ ~~;d native cOI,II,s~;.ipt~·r~· di~tribution 
i porters 

Church of Scotland .................... . 
National Bible Society ................. . Increased interest. 

Original Secession Chnrch of Scotland .... j Central Provinces (India) 

THE CONTI;\;E:-'T 1 

Berlin Missionary Society ............... is. and E. Africa, China 

Evangelical Lutheran (Leipzig) .......... India, Africa 
Jerusalem Union (Germany) ............ Palestine 
Netherlands Bible Society ............... East Indies 
Orebro MissiOl~ary S?ci.ety (Sweden) ..... \~ndia, French Equatorial 
Basel Evangebcal MISSIOn ............... So. Borneo, W. Africa 

Africa 

, .......... .. 

I k foreign and 

119 in India 
) .......... .. 

I .. · .. · .. · .. · .......... .. 

[lEV. and educational In villages where there are Christian schools, Mohammedans try to 
I found Islamic schools. 
,Evangelistic Some conversions. 

13 nativ~ Ev. and educational Work among Arabic-speaking people. 
') Translate Bible ........... . 
: lEv., ed., med., orphanages\FeW converts; seeking to stop spread of Islam in Africa. 
, ,Ev., literature fSome conversions. 
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The Rise and Fall of Islam 
BY PROl<'EI'HO/1 ,JUl,IUS 1<'. lUCI!'l'ER, BEItLIN, UEHMANY 
Author of j' l'l"ot,(-stallt IVlissiollS in the Near J!Jast,}' etc., etc, 

I SLAM is one of the gigantic facts of history. It is the more fas
, cinating as it is one of the rare developments of equal dim~nsion 
\ which has gone on from its beginning to the present day in the 

full light of history. There was the prophet at Mecca infusing a burn
ing enthusiasm into the hearts and minds of his followers. There 
was the unheard of series of victories in the West and the East by 
which in the course of a single century an empire was equal, if not 
superior to the old Roman Empire. When the vital power of one 
nation seemed to be exhausted, another nation was at hand ready to 
lift again the sinking banner and to lead on to new victories, 

Even such terrible tragedies as the barbarous onslaughts of the 
Mongol hordes under Jengiskhan and Hulagu stopped only for a 
short time this brilliant career, or only seemed to change the scene 
of action. The history of the victorious march of the Arab armies 
from Medina to Poitiers and Tours, the foundation of the Mogul 
Empire in India and the rule of its first three or four emperors, the 
conquest of the Balkan and of the Danube countries up to Vienna, 
belong to the most brilliant chapters of history. 

But it was not only an external history of bloody battles and 
ruined towns, it was to a great extent, also, a chapter of cultural de
velopment. The creation of the Moslem science of theology and of 
laws, within the short period of scarcely four hundred years, was an 
achievement in some ways comparable to the development of the 
Christian dogma from St. Paul to St. Augustine. In Islam, too, at 
the end of the creative period, there stands one of the really great 
men of history, Al Ghazali, who is the comprehensive mind closing 
the first and opening the second period of the spiritual evolution of 
the Moslem mind. We must not look at these events from the stand
point of the irreparable losses of the Christian Church, or of the 
failure of the crusades as a hopeless attempt to crush the dreaded 
enemy, '01' the most astounding growth of an anti-Christian heresy. 
Such points of view will bias us against the greatness of Moslem 
achievements. 

After these glorious beginings, what does history teach 1 Slow 
yet irresistible disintegration, tumbling down with increasing speed 
from a unique height of power and splendor-and a terrible fall. 
The description we give in the following paragraphs represents only 
one side of the tragedy, but other articles will supplement this so 
that we think it worth while to concentrate attention on this catas
trophe, one of the most arresting chapters that have passed before 
our eyes during the last decade and a half. 

753 
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THE INTERIOR OF THE FAMOUS MOSQUE OF SANCTA SOPHIA IN CONSTANTINOPLE 
ThIs was hunt by the Emperor Justinian in 532 as a Christian Church. Its pillars, on the side (first floor) were taken trOll) the temple 

of Diana at Epbe~us. After the capture of Constantinople by the Turks In 1463, It was turned into a. mOSQue. The large 
dlt.ks display the Dames ot Mohammedan saints. . When will the mosque again become a chUrch? 
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Through many a long year, Islam has experienced a succession 
of reverses. These began in Western Europe. Since the victory of 
Charles Martel at Poitiers, the flood of Mohammedanism has re
ceded; one part of Spain after the other, Lower Italy, Sicily, Sar
dinia, Corsica, and the Balearic Isles, were freed from the yoke. It 
was a hard $truggle, lasting several centuries. At the beginning of 
the fourteenth century, the greater part of Eastern Europe was 
under Mohammedan sway. But then carne a reaction. The Rus
sians fought against the Moslems, and, in the course of the struggle, 
which lasted some hundreds of years, they became experts in the art 
of war and in the subtleties of diplomacy. The absorption by Rus
sia . of territories, that were formerly Mohammedan, continued 
throughout the nineteenth century. In 1800 Georgia, and in 1828, 
1829, and 1878, parts of Armenia were annexed, while from 1844 to 
1887 the Trans-Caspian territory and Turkestan, the ancestral homes 
of the Turks in Asia, were subjugated. A third series of Moham
medan reverses dates from 1683, when John Sobieski raised the siege 
of Vienna.> The Austrians gradually gaining courage, after strug
gles that lasted several decades, succeeded in driving the Turks back 
from the Leitha across the Danube, and regained possession of Hun
gary. 

In the nineteenth century, a fourth movement has taken place, 
whereby the power of Islam has been still further curtailed. The 
"Sick Man on the Bosporus" had to suffer the amputation of one 
limb of his unwieldy body after the other. Provinces have either 
been made into independent kingdoms, or have been placed under the 
protection of European powers. Thus, in 1829, the Turkish Empire 
lost Greece and Servia, in 1830 Algeria, in 1858 Rumania, in 1878 
Cyprus, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Montenegro and Bulgaria, in 1882 
Egypt and Tunis, and in 1898 the Island of Crete. In 1911, the 
Ohristian Balkan states wrested by far the greater part of Turkey
in-Europe from the Ottoman Empire. In 1912, Italy annexed Tri
politania. The W orld War sealed the doom of the Ottoman Empire. 
What has remained after the total collapse is a national republic 
which can no longer be said to be based on Islam as a religion. 

Turkey is only a comparatively small part of the region formerly 
under Mohammedan rule. What else remains today of the former 
realm of Islam? There was a time when the Sudan, the Fulbe and 
Hausa States of West Africa, Zanzibar and the whole of East Africa 
as far as the Lakes, in fact as far as the Upper Congo, were ruled by 
Mohammedan princes. Today the two Christian powers of France 
and Britain have divided these territories between them. 

There was a time when India, from the Himalayas to Cape Cor
morin, was governed by the great Moguls in Delhi and their vassals; 
but years ago the last maharajah bowed his proud neck before Chris
tian Britain. There was a time when the Mohammedans were mas-
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tel'S of the Red Sea aml of the Illlliull Ocean. Today Britain is mis
tress of these seas, and the converging points of the trade routes 
which cross their waters are under her control for Gibraltar, Malta, 
Aden, Perim, Penang aud Singapore arc important c01l1wciing 1ink~ 
of the British Empire. Of the two hundred and thirty-five millions 
of Mohammedans, only about twenty millions are at present under 
Moslem rule, while two hundred and fifteen millions are ~l1(ler Chris
tian rule. 

It was disastrous for Islam that from the twelfth century the 
rrurks assumed the leadership. From one point of view, this was an 
advantage. Through the centuries of their world empire, the Arabs 
have never lost their Bedouin characteristics. '1'hey have never 
learned statecraft. Their history is a record of ambitious cliques 
and reckless adventurers. The '1'urks, oil the contrary, were a peo
ple with a capacity for rule. By nature excellent soldiers, they 
founded a lasting government. But they diu not take kindly to civ
ilization. Four great nationalities have played a leading part in the 
internal aI).d external history of Islam; the Arabs, the Persians, the 
Mongols and the Turks. The first three introduced splendid epochs 
of civilization and stood, at various times, in the foremost rank of 
general culture-the Arabs in Egypt, Morocco and Spain; the Per
sians in their own country; and the Mongols in India. 'l'hey 
achieved great things in architecture, philosophy, geography, and 
astronomy. They produced poets and religious thinkers of world
wide renown. Nothing of all this is to be found among the Turks, no 
truly great poet, no explorer of the unknown, no fruitful, construc
tive ideas in art. They rule with the mailed fist, and their rule is a 
curse for the peoples subject to them. Under their rule were found 
representatives of more gifted nations-Greeks, Egyptians, Mace
donians, Armenians. As long as these languished under the Turkish 
yoke, they deteriorated outwardly and inwardly. Freed from Turk
ish tyranny, they recover. Think what Greece, Bulgaria, Servia, 
Oyprus, and Egypt have become since their liberation, and we reali'ze 
the curse of Turkish control. In the whole range of history, we can 
hardly find a nation that has done so little for civilization after seven 
centuries of unrivalled opportunity. 

There are four chief causes of decay in Islam. 
(1) Mohammedan governments have proved incapable of de

veloping the economical resources of their lands and of helping the 
popUlation of these lands to thrive. In 1875, a man who knew, Mus
tafa Fazil Pasha, a brother of the Khedive of Egypt, wrote to the 
Sultan: 

Your Majesty's subjects, of whatever faith they may be, fall into two 
classes, viz: the ruthlessly oppressing and the mercilessly oppressed. In
dustry, agriculture, trade--all lie prone in the empire. When a man can 
exploit his neighbour, he takes no pains to improve his mind or his field; and 
where tyranny and extortion reign, no one can hope for the fruit of his la-
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bol', ant! no one works. Every passing year robs us of our foreign support. 
All tIll' I<;uropean statesmen, on regarding the actions of your officials, ex
daim: "That government is incapable of reform, it is doomed to destruc
tion. " 'V ell, sire, are such prophecies lies?* 

(:l) Hand in hand with this economic incapacity goes interna
tiemal political incapacity, which has never known how to settle dis
IlUtes and establish lasting peace and order. First of all, there was 
the national enmity between Turks and Arabs. The northern half of 
the Ottoman Empire, as far south as 'rripoli in Syria, was Turkish; 
the other half was Arab. Probably the Arabs are the nobler race; 
they feel it to be an injustice that the Turks have assumed the place 
of paramount authority in Islam, and that the Sultan should be re
garded as Caliph. '1'11ere was also bitter antagonism of 'furks and 
Arabs alike against their Christian subjects. ~-'urther, Turkey had 
not been able to amalgamate with herself races nominally Moham
medan, such as the Druses, the Nusairiyeh, the Kurds, and the Mo
hammedan Albanians. Large provinces of the empire-Armenia, 
Kurdistan; Syria, nearly the whole of Turkey in Europe-were in a 
chronic state of ferment, that nowhere allows of peaceful settlement. 

(3) A third cause of the decay of Islam is the contradiction be
tween the teaching of Islam and established facts. That MoslemR 
Bhoul<1 be subject to the infidel Christians is an intolerable thought, 
which raises the fanaticism of ~foslems to the boiling point. Yet 
nine tenths of all Mohammedans are subjects of Christian nations, 
and the rest are in more or" less close dependence on Christian 
Europe. What a contradiction! There is the same anomaly in Mo
hammedan theology· and learning. There have been centuries in 
which these have made great progress, but there was always a germ 
of death in them. That "winged word," with which Khalif Omar, 
or his Egyptian general AmI', is said to have excused the destruction 
of the invaluable lihrary of Alexandria, "Either there is in these 
!)Ooks what the Koran contains, and then they are superfluous; or 
they contain something different, and then they are false and noxi
(Jus," reveals the fundamental genius of Islam. The only allowable 
task of science according to Mohammedans, is the codifying and ex
plaining of the authoritative words of Allah in the Koran, as they 
definitively regulate all that bears on the common life, the m0f'1Ql18. 
the courts of law, the bazar, and even the Caliph's throne. But this 
artificial system of law, which the learned deduce from the Korall 
and the Sunna with hair-splitting exactitude, is in sharp conflict with 
stern realitv. The Mohammedan higher schools exhaust themselves 
in an atte~pt to reconcile facts with the teaching of their sacred 
writings. '1'he whole modern state would have to be remodeled, :in 
order to be hrought into conformity with the will of Allah, as pro
pounded by the mullahR. 

Of' (Dr. GUlldcrt, nprotest .. 'mt Missions," 4th Ed., p. 257). 
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(4) In addition to all this, moral deterioration is eating at the 
vitals of Mohammedan nations. The Koran allows polygamy, one 
of the worst ethical errors of Mohammed. Polygamy is the rule, ex
cept where poverty enforces monogamy. The result is that even a 
greater degree of sensuality prevails in such nations than among 
Africans or Hindus. This carnality has borne fatal fruit. If the 
woman is but the plaything of the man and exists only to satisfy his 
lust, why need she be educated 7 The less she knows, the better. In 
the eyes of the man, she is but flesh. This general feeling has stood 
in the way of education of women. Unbridled fleshly desires, also, 
are fanciful and changeable. The slightest thing may cause antip
athy, or at least indifference. 

Never, perhaps, was the general decline of Islam more plainly 
set forth than at a conference of prominent and learned Mohamme
dans which met at Mecca from March 27 to April 10, 1899, to en
quire into the reasons of this decline and to devise remedies. 'l'hc 
chairman opened the proceedings with an assertion that in any two 
adjacent countries, districts, villages or homes, one of which is M 0-

hammedan, the other non-Moslem, you will find the Moslems to be 
less energetic, worse organrzed in every respect, less skilful in the 
arts and trades than the non-Moslems, though the former may excel 
the latter in such other virtues as honesty, courage and liberality. 
In explanation of this sad state of things, the conference adduced no 
fewer than fifty-six causes, embracing the whole range of life-re
ligious, political and social. 

The learned Oxford Orientalist, Professor Margoliouth, con
cludes his report of this significant conference by raising the weighty 
question, "Has Islam any golden age to look back on, except in the 
sense that at one time Mohammedan sultans were a terror to their 
neighbours, whereas now their neighbours are safe from their 
raids7" In answer, he asserts that "there is no real abuse current 
in Mohammedan states from which they have ever been free, except 
by accident for a limited time ...... The days of the 'Pious Caliphs,' 
could they be reproduced, would mean no progress even in the most 
backward Islamic countries. The strengthening of Islam, if it is not 
to be a calamity to the whole world, is not to be effected by the repro
duction of a barbarous past, but by an attempt to utilize the vast 
force which Islam represents, as a factor in the real progress of the 
civilizing and ennobling of the race. Whether this can be done, or 
the whole of this huge capital must be 'written off,' is the question 
which reformers have to solve." t 

t ("East and West," 1907, p. 393). 
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IMPORTANT HISTORICAL DATES ~ MOSLEM AND CHRISTIAN 

C. 4B. C. 
C. 29 A. D. 
312 A. D. 
389 A. D. 
C. 570 A. D. 
622 A. D. 
632 A. D. 
636 A. D. 
642 A. D. 
8th Century 
732 A. D. 
742 A. D. 
830 A. D. 
1000 A. D. 
1096-1272 
1182-1226 
1235-1315 
1453 
1492 
1525-1707 
1683 
1740-1780 
1806-1812 
1820 
1850-1891 
182,6 
1831 
1833 
1847 
1875 
1885-1887 
1889 

1906 
1908 
1924 
1924 

The Birth of Jesus, the Christ. 
The Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ. 
Emperor Constantine ,converted in Italy. 
Christianity supreme in Roman Empire. 
Birth of Mohammed in Mecca. 
Hegira-Flight of Mohammed from Mecca. 
Death of Mohammed in Mecca. 
Capture of Jerusalem by Caliph Omar, 
John of IJamaSC1tS preaches to 1I10slems, 
Moslem conquest of Persia. 
Defeat of Mohammedans in West Europe at Tours. 
First mosque built in China. 
I'll Kindy, a Christian Arab, issues his "Apology." 
Moslems invade India. 
The Crusades for control of Jerusalem. 
Francis of Assisi preaches in Palestine. 
Raymund Lull, missirmary in North Africa. 
Constantinople captured. Sheikh-ul-Islam established. 
.~fohammedans driven from Spain by Ferdinand II. 
Mogul Empire in India. 
Eastern Europe checks advance of Turks at Vienna. 
Wahabi reform spreads over Arabia (except Oman). 
Henry Martyn, missionary in India, Arab~'a, Persia. 
Levi Parsons and PZ.iny Fisk reach Smyrna from America. 
Bishop T. Valpy French, miJSsion(1;ry in India and Arabia. 
English Church Missi01uwy Society enters Egypt. 
American Board missionaries begins work in Constantinople. 
American Presbyterians begins work in Ta;briz, Persia. 
Eli Sm,1<"th of Byria begins translation of Bible into Arabie. 
English Church Missionary Bociety begins work in Persia. 
Ion Keith-Falconer establishes work in Arabia. 
James Cantine (l;fId Sam1wl M. Zwemer found Arabian Mis-

sion of the Reformed Church in America. 
New constitution proclaimed in Persia. 
Young Turks proclaim new constitution. 
Caliphate abolished in Turkey. 
Ibn Saoud, Wahabi ruler of the Nejd, captures Mecca. 

HOW ISLAM SPREAD 

I SIJAM is a missionary religion and was spread by force of arms . 
. The three choices offered the conquered are: acceptance of 
Islam, the payment of tribute or death. 
Three periods mark the sweep of Mohammed's followers over 

Syria and North Africa and later over parts of Asia and Europe: 

I. A. D. 630-S00-Early caliphs-conquest of Arabia, Syria, Persia, 
North Africa and the peaceful penetration of China. 

II. A. D. 12S0-1480-The Ottoman Turks and Moguls of India: con
quest or Afghanistan, Turkestan, India, Java, Malaysia, Serbia and Bosnia. 

III, A. D. 1780-1906-Modern Islam-Dervish orders and Oman Arabs 
and pilgrims-conversion by penetration in Central Africa, Russia, the Philip
pines and elsewhere. 
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THE STRENGTH AND BEAUTIES OF ISLAM 

1. The conception of the unity, omnipotence, omnipresence and 
mercy of God. 

2. The brotherhood of all believers-without distinction of race, 
color, nationality or station. 

3. Fidelity to the creed of Islam and its application to daily life. 
4. Fearless witnessing to the faith, before all people and under 

all circumstances. 
5. The missionary conception and the ambition to bring all man-

kind to acknowledge Allah and the Prophet. • 
6. The sense of the duty of all Moslems everywhere to win con

. verts_ 
7. Insistence on cleansing (through cerem<mial), antagonism to 

idolatry, opposition to intemperance and to many religious, social and 
physical evils. 

MORAL AND SOOIAL EVILS OF ISLAM 

T HE inadequacy of the religion of Mohammed is seen in its effect 
on the lives of its followers. Mohammedan lands, such as Afghan
istan, Turkey, Arabia, Persia and Morocco, show the results when 

Islam has full sway. Some of the evils are: 
1. Low ideals involving ungoverned pride, lust, envy, treachery, 

vindictiveness and untruthfulness which were evident in Mohammed's 
own character. 

2. Lax interpretation of many of the commandments, especially 
the third, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth as based on the Koran. 

3. Polygamy, easy divorce, slavery and attendant evils-especially 
the low status of women. The Arabs are the chief slave dealers of the 
world. 

4. Illiteracy. 'From seventy per cent upward of Mohammedans 
in Moslem lands are illiterate. Some resulting evils are intellectual 
stagnation, narrowness, superstition, quackery, bigotry and blind ad
herence to tradition. 

5. Narrow limits of education-largely confined to the Koran in 
strictly Moslem lands; the remaining education consisting of parental 
instruction. 

6. Lack of a true sense of sin as relating to disregard of the moral 
and spiritual laws of God. 

7. Lack of any idea of a God above, as an all-wise Heavenly Fa
ther. The Moslem creed includes agnostic, pantheistic and animistic 
elements. The misconception of God is responsible for the fatalism, for
malism, and militarism among Moslems. 

8. Lack of any conception of any adequate Saviour from sin or 
any indwelling Power to overcome sinful tendencies. 'l'here is a lack of 
faith in Jesus Christ as revealed in th(' gospel8 and of any clear idea of 
the Holy Spirit and His work. 
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Moslems Breaking Away from Tradition 
BY REV. JAMIES L. BARTON, D.D., BOSTON, MASS. 

Author of "The Christian Approach to Islam." 

T HE laws that control Islam are embodied in their sacred 
Koran and in their tradition. It is generally conceded that 
tradition is the more powerful of the two in controlling action. 

Change has always been looked upon with suspicion. Islam being 
considered a perfect religion in itself, change has been looked upon 
as evil and always to be opposed. As Principal Fairbairn says: 

"Islam is the most inflexible of all positive religions. It is an 
elastic spirit placed in an iron framework. The progressive is sac
rificed to the stationary." 

Sir William Muir: "Swathed in the bands of the Koran, the 
Moslem faith is powerless to adapt itself to varying time and place, 
keep pace with the march of humanity, direct and purify the social 
life, and elevate mankind." 

Lord Cromer: "The Moslem stands in everything on the ancient 
ways, because he is a Moslem, because the customs which are inter
woven with his religion forbid him to change." 

Palgrave: "Islamism is in itself stationary and was framed thus 
to remain. It justly repudiates all change, all development." 

Lord Houghton: "The written book is there, the dead man '8 

hand, stiff and motionless; whatever savours of vitality is by that 
alone convicted of heresy and defection." 

761 
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Stanley Poole: "No advance,no change has been admitted into 
orthodox Islam during the past thousand years." 

Dr. Samuel Graham Wilson, after declaring that "Islam, as 
settled from the traditions by the great Imams, Abu Hanifa Shafi 

M 1
· , , 

Ibn a lk, and Ibn Hanbal, must remain fixed," adds that, histori-
cally and actualIy, the dicta of our great writers are but partially 
true. Remarkable modifications have taken place in Islam in the 
past and conspicuous changes are occurring at the present time. 

Since these statements were made by students of Islam, many 
changes have swept OVer t,he Islamic world, not as general move

ments affecting all Moslem races 
alike, but chiefly affecting at differ
ent times and in various degrees 
a single people or nation. If we 
were -to consider only one natioll 
or race, We would not be justified 
in drawing conclusions of a sweep
ing character, but when we see so 
many different Islamic peoples 
moving away from their ancient 
mooring, although not all in the 
same direction or with the same 
speed, only one conclusion can be 
reached, namely, that Islam as a 
religion is not holding the fol
lowers of Mohammed in the ancient 
way. To change the figure, it is 
evident that the hitherto stagnant 
waters of the Moslem world are 
now being troubled through the im
pact of civilization and that much 

1'HE MODERN RULER OF TURKEY that Mohammedans regarded a 
Mustafa Kemal Pasha and his very modern generation ago as absolutely essen-

wife (recently divorced), tial to the Moslem faith is now no 
longer so regarded. One after another of the traditions that date 
from the days of Mohammed or of his immediate successors we now 
see set aside, sometimes by official acts, often by failure to observe on 
the part of the people, until, in some areas, as in Turkey, there are 
grounds for maintaining that no longer does religion dominate the 
state. 

The point to be kept in mind is that Islam, which ,a generation 
ago was looked upon as static and incapable of change, is now in 
nearly all parts of the world changing both in its point of view and 
in its practices, and that many of these changes indicate a breaking 
away from traditions formerly considered as essential to that re
ligion. 

In imitation of Christian bodies of the West, Mohammedans 
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held in Mecca last June what they called an "All-World Moslem Con
gress," at the invitation of Abdul Aziz Ibn Saoud, the Wahabi King. 
They decided to hold an annual session during the time of the pilgrim
age. In the report of the Congress, printed in the London Times 
of July 29, no reference is, made to any discussion of the question of 
the Caliphate. 

Mohammedan governments have been theocratic. Mohammed 
was both the temporal and spiritual head of his followers, and so 
have been his successors. Only when Moslems have lived under 
Christian governments has their religious life been separate from 
the affairs of the state. The Moslem ruler received his authority 
from Allah and ruled by divine 
right. 'l'oday this authority is 
denied the Moslem chief of state 
whose right to govern is accorded 
him by the people governed. In 
a word, the people of Moslem 
states are demanding the right 
to choose their rulers and to have 
a voice in the making of the laws 
they are expected to obey. This 
movement is especially marked 
in Arabia, Persia, Egypt and 
Turkey. 

Moslems and Moslem govern
ments have not been patrons of 
education. To the devoted follower 
of Mohammed, all wisdom is em
bodied in the Koran. All books 
and all teachings that deal with 
matters not contained in the Kor- TRADITI~~!~1I~8Uilt:J1~~RtNHODJA 
an are to be repudiated as evil in 
character and vicious in influence. Moslem peoples have been no
toriously backward in all forms of modern education-historical, 
physical and scientific. The traditions of Islam have been against 
it. Many Moslem youth, more enterprising and daring than the rank 
and file, in defiance of tradition, have, in one way and another, se
cured an education. These have studied the economic conditions of 
Moslem countries, noted their backward social, intellectual and moral 
condition, and have come to the conclusion that without a change 
Mohammedanism must be left behind in the struggle for existence. 
There has been a decided intellectual awakening in all Moslem coun
tries and mostly within a single generation, although greatly accelel'
ated within the last fiften years. In India the percentage of Moslems 
in school has risen from three percent thirty years ago to fifteen 
percent at the present time. A general movement toward 'Vestern 
education is marked in the East Indies, among the Moros in the 
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Pl1ilippilles, ill Persia, Egypt, Arabia and Turkey. Mohammedan 
men and even women are to be found in increasing numbers in the 
colleges and universities of the vVest, while the privileges offered by 
"'IVestern schools in Moslem countries are eagerly sought. In most 
countries governed by Moslems, modern education has entered and 
holds a commanding position today. '1'he best known of these are 
~Jgypt, Persia and Turkey, which have established school systems ill 
which the sciences, history and one or more Western languages have 

a place. As a vital part of the ef
f ect of this new education, one notes 
the rapid increase of literature in 
all Moslem countries. The produc
tion of all kinds of literature, in the 
last fifteen years, in the vernacular 
and in Western languages, is phe-
nomenal. The printing press has 
become a vital force in all these 

_________ countries, stimulated by the rapid 
J":'J.I.. .J.>;...L;..I ...;)\... .....-'-< '..,-II;. JfJ .. 0' advance in learning while itself 
j..-,,".T .J.>.:~L;..I.J.:"~,,; <,<J"! .:..\.ajoJ ./~J 
.J~). .f¥'! ~.~; ,5'.,...,:,,).».,... .;.ul~i acting' as a stimulant to education. 
,:,IJI j,..': ),:,\')1 J-l .... I J .... · J ~,,;.-'-'-,:.... ,,<,,,<,Rapidly the press, so far as educa
.~..,..;J.. .. »~ J-ai. tr.b~ r~' (§:;.JI""";J tion and religion are concerned, is 

becoming free even under Moslem 
governments. The Islamic world 
is going to school in spite of the 
restrictions of tradition. 

The followers of no religion 
have so successfully resisted the in
troduction of the customs and fash
ions from the West as have 
.:\<Ioslems. Most of their customs 
have had their roots in their own 

.'1. TURKISH EDITION OF THE KORAN traditions or in the direct teaching:,; 
of the Koran. To change would 

seem to devout Moslems to be denial of their faith. This is well 
demonstrated in the treatment of women, in methods of persecuting' 
such as deny Islam, in the abstinence from wine, and in the daily 
customs once regarded as essentially religious. '1'he rapid rise of 
education for girls in 1\1os1em countries has inevitably led to a re
laxation of suppressive measures in the treatment of women and the 
granting to them of positions of increasing influence and leadership 
in the home, in society and even in the state. 'While apostasy is still 
looked upon as little short of a crime and is generally regarded as 
worthy of punishment, an increa:,;ing lenienry is noted in many conll
tries in the treatment of suell as inquire after Christianity. III '/'Ul'
key and Persia, as well as in otller conntries, there have been lllany 
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eases where perseention was !lot ('ollspienolls, and some ('oulltries, 
under the influence of the vVestern impact, have declared for re
ligious liberty. 

MolmmulOdall countries are not so strollg for prohibition as the 
teachings of the Koran would give warrant for concluding. A Mos
lem official, a notorious drinker, once defended himself to the writer 
when charged with action contrary to his faith by declaring that he 
strictly adhered to the teachings of the Koran since he never drank 
wine but only whiskey and brandy. The breaking away from this 

Photo by C. T. Riggs From "The Mis8ionary Heraldn 

SCENE IN THE "LfBERATION PARADE" IN CONSTANTINOPLE 

Turkish university students in Constantlnop,le. (Octobe!' 6, 1926) having dis
carded the "fe·z," wear hats and caps. Even the Turkish wome.n 

are wearing hats. 

tradition is to be deplored, but it reveals the tendency of the times 
to adopt methods practised in the "Vest even to the destruction of 
time-honored traditions. There are many minor customs and tend
encies which, taken in themselves, alone would have little significance, 
but when taken together indicate a changed and changing point of 
view that is of no little importance. 

Discarding the fez by the Government of Turkey and the com
pulsive wearing of Western headgear is a point in hand. It is true 
that the fez has strictly no religious significance, but it has become in 
many countries the sign of a true Moslem. Native Christians in 
Turkey were compelled to wear it as a token of loyalty to the Gov
ernment. Now no one in Turkey may wear a fez. How far this will 
affect custom in other Moslem countries does not yet appear. 

As Moslem countries enter into closer commercial and diplo
matic relations with the countries of the West, they have felt the 
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OLD-TIME STREET COSTUME WORN BY MOSLEM WOMEN 

inconvenience of having a different religious rest day from that fol
lowed among Christians. Japan adopted the Christian Sunday as 
its day of rest. Turkey is now considering a similar step in spite of 
the fact that Friday was the day observed by Mohammed and that 
is now observed by all Moslem peoples. ·While this step has not yet 
been taken, the fact that the Turks regard it as a debatable question 
shows how one Moslem country, at least, does not look upon even the 
direct teachings of Mohammed as absolutely binding upon the state. 

Mustapha Kemal, the President of Turkey, recently said in a 
public address, afterward printed: "The Koran, which is the sole 
source of ancient law, is by no means a code and contains no legal 
system capable of satisfying the needs of modern life." .A, Moslem 
has recently come out in an article printed in Constantinople, urging 
that the custom of bathing the feet before prayers and of leaving off 
the shoes during prayers be abolished as a custom suited to Arabs 
but not to a civilized country. The writer of this article charges the 
absence of men in the mosque and the large crowds attending the 
Christian churches as due to the fact that the Christians do not make 
this demand, while the Moslems do. Therefore, the writer contends 
that provision be made for the wearing of shoes in prayers with a 
place for hats in the vestibule. 

The abolition of the caliphate by Turkey has outstanding sig
nificance for Turkey and is of vast importance to the Moslem world. 
This step was a demonstration that the people of Turkey believed 
that their will is superior to the will of Allah as expressed through 
their Sultan and embodied in the person of their Caliph. The fact 
that the Moslems in Turkey and in other countries have not regis-
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MODERN TURKISH GIRLS IN THE AMERICAN SCHOOL AT BROUSA 

tered violent protest to this act of 'I'm'key and that, to the present 
time, no concerted steps have been taken to elect a Caliph for the 
Moslem world, are indications of an indifference that was not ex
pected. Mustapha Kemal in an address, printed in Constantinople 
on November 9, 1925, said: "Persons who possess some information 
about the history of Islam know that the Abbasides' dynasty and all 
the other Moslem dynasties which have followed it have been nothing 
other than instruments of oppression which based themselves upon 
the legal system on which the foundations of imperial Rome were 
built. These instruments of oppression were founded on a legal 
system which recognized all rights as belonging to God, which 
brought back all issues to God, and which made use of all these divine 
rights which they called supreme authority. It is for this reason 
that the system on which the caliphate, or modern sovereignty, was 
based yvas able to maintain itself so long." 

No one would assume that the president of Turkey is in a posi
tion to speak for Islam, yet the fact remains that he has spoken and 
acted and his deeds and words have not brought out a challenge. 
Turkey has hitherto played a large and important part in the Mos
lem world. It has furnished the Caliph to Islam for more than four 
hundred years, has been the keeper of the holy places and was for 
generations the outstanding independent Mohammedan government. 

Arabic has always been considered the sacred language of Islam. 
It was the language spoken by Mohammed and it was in that beauti
ful tongue that the Koran was written. It has been a matter of belief 
that the Koran could not be written or prayer be made acceptable to 
Allah if presented in any other tongue. Mohammedans have repu
diated translations of the Koran and adhered to their sacred book in 
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it.s original. In spite of this fact the Turks have authorized the puh
lication of a version of the Koran in the Turkish language. It is re
ported that this Turkish Koran has been warmly welcomed and that 
Turks arc studying critically the book whie1dhcy have never hitherto 
understood. This makes another break from ancient tradition. 

There has been a startling change in the Moslem attitude toward 
women. The education of girls is a sign and seal of this change, but 
that is only the beginning of what inevitably will follow. Plural mar
riages have been considered one of the constants in Islam, although 
all Mohammedans did not have more thau a single wife. The founder 
of the sect in the Punjab, called" The People of the Koran," says 
that he regards polygamy as bad as fornication. The National As
sembly of Albanians recently declared against polygamy and the 
covering of the faces of their women. A Moslem lawyer recently 
published a series of articles in a Turkish paper iu Constantinople, 
inveighing against polygamy, in which he declared that the young 
men looked upon Moslem polygamy and divorce as a curious antique. 
These articles advocated a law against the marriage of more than 
one wife. The Turkish Grand General Assembly has passed a bill 
prohibiting plural marriages and providing that all marriages shall 
be published and that no divorce shall be valid until ratified by a court 
decree. 

Educated Moslems are attempting to interpret Islam in terms of 
modern science. Students of the Koran and of Moslem tradition are 
convinced that if Islam is to hold its place as a religion of the twen
tieth century, it must be interpreted in terms that will meet the de
mands of the thiJ;lking young men who are in contact with modern 
thought. Every Moslem country is awakening to this situati~n and, 
to some extent at least, is attempting to meet it. Methods of higher 
criticism common in the West are being applied to the Moslem tra~ 
ditions, commentaries and even to the Koran itself. The orthodox 
leaders are greatly alarmed at this unholy method of handling their 
sacred literature and at the spirit which the desire to question au
thority reveals. This has led to the recognition of two distinct 
classes, the Fundamentalists who put the Koran and tradition above 
reason, and the Modernists who are endeavoring to bring the think
ing and practices of Moslems into harmony with modern science and 
the social standards of Western civilization. This has led to many 
schools of reform among Moslems, each attempting to find a way to 
save Islam without throttling social, intellectual and moral advance. 

In the Moslem world, all signs point to a decided break in Islam 
from the static past and an attempt to conform to the demands of 
a world of expanding intelligence and a society intolerant of tradi
tional Moslem practices. This may mean the decline of Islam, or it 
may point to fundamental reforms. 
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M ohammeclan Boys and Girls 
BY REV. JOHN KINGSDEY BIRGE, BRISTOL, CONNECTICUT 

Formerly Professor ill the International College, Smyrna 

O NE NIGHT, during the war, as we were passing through the 
city of Manissa, some Turkish boys boarded the train, and, as 
they did so, they kissed their father's hands. A business 

man in our party remarked on the courtesy and respect that these 
young Moslems showed to their parents-something that American 
hoys and girls might learn from the youth of Turkey. In this re
spect for elders and superiors, and 
obedience to authority, the early re
ligious instruction of Mohammed
an boys and girls plays some part. 

Until recently, instruction in 
religion has been a large factor in 
all education in Moslem lands, and 
a generation ago was almost ex
clusively religious, particularly of 
girls. They studied letters and 
grammar, mainly Arabic gram
mar, in order that they might read 
the Koran. They learned the pro
nunciation of words and gained 
the ability fluently to read aloud 
the Koran, but of the meaning they 
had little or no idea. More re
cently, history, geography, mathe
matics and science have taken a 
place in the education of a Moslem 

A MOSL~;M BOY IN NORTH AI·'RICA 

child as in the Western world. But still religion has not been Jomit
ted. The child has been taught the qualities of God-that Rehas 
no beginning or ending; that He is different fr0m all created things 
so that not even a comparison can be made; that. He sees and hears, 
though not as men see and hear; that He is absolute and unlimited 
in His power and authority. The child also learns his religious prac
tices, such as prayer in the Arabic tongue five times a day, the rea
son given being that God has commanded it. When the child imi
tates his parents and goes without food or drink from sunrise to 
sunset, during the month of Ramazan, he is being drilled into an at
titude of diticipline toward God. "Islam" meang "submission" and 
a "Moslem" is "one who submits" to the will of God. Obedience 
to authority thus becomes the major virtue and children learn to re
spect their parents. 

They are also taught to respect their governments. In Turkish 
3 769 
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there is a word for" subject" but none for" citizen." 'l'he idea of 
citizenship, as we understand it, does not exist. 

The Islamic system is not like the Christian. The division among 
us into many denominations produces uncertainty as to religious 
authority. In Moslem lands, there is comparative agreement as to 
what God has required of His followers, and the child learns certain 
definite requirements in belief and practices that become ingrained 
into his very system. 

Once during the month of Ramazan 1 was sitting in a gallery of 
a mosque, watching the worshippers. I saw boys touching with their 
thumbs the three portions of each finger, one after another, and I 
learned that they were reciting the names of God. If they didn't 
know the Ninety-nine Most Beautiful Names for God, as they prob
ably did not, they were repeating thirty-three times each, such ex
pressions as "God is Most Great." 

This religious education exerts an even greater influence over 
them, because so much of it is taught under emotion. Ramazan eve
nings are happy festival occasions, and even though the worship is 
very long, there seems to be a gladness about it, a social good time, 
that deepens the impression on the boy or g·irl. 

On Mohammed's birthday and other occasions, children, espe
cially the boys, gather with their elders to listen to long chants and 
songs about Mohammed and the glories of the Moslem past. On 
such occasions, candy will be passed even in the mosques, and per
fume will be scattered on the hands of all, leaving for the boy and 
girl sensations which in later life, when intellectual belief may have 
been shaken, still bring back the old associations. 

Thus their type of religious education grips the child. The whole 
tone of it impresses on the mind the limitless power of God, so that 
a conception of the universe is built up which recognizes sovereignty 
and authority. 

It is only partly true, however, that Islam is more uniform in its 
religious teachings than is Christianity. Outwardly, most Moslems, 
in any particular country, recognize the same system of belief and 
worship, but everywhere Islam is saturated with heretical teachings 
which find expression in fraternal organizations. While they se
cretly teach various mystical ideas, most of them hold public services 
in which they seek to experience an actual oneness with God. I have 
seen boys, hardly able to stand, sway their bodies back and forth 
as they dreamily recite over and over the name of God. Once I at
tended a prayer meeting, or zikr, of the Rufai Dervishes, when half 
a dozen boys were present as worshippers and other children were in 
the audience. When the worshippers had been stirred to excitement, 
a charcoal brazier was brought in from which projected a score or 
more of iron rods, each with an iron ring on the end. The rings, 
as well as two or three inches of the rod, were red hot. The leader 



electronic file created by cafis.org

1926] l\fOHAMMEDA.:'.' ROYS AXD GIRLS 771 

extracted one rod after another from the fire, slapped it on both 
sides of his hand, then gave it to a worshipper. I could plainly hear 
the hiss of steam as the worshippers licked these rods until they were 
cool. The small boys licked their red-hot irons as an American boy 
does a lollypop. There was a pathos in their very earnestness. They 
were experiencing, they thought, God's power, but how pitifully lack
ing they were in any ethical conception of what is involved in the 
will of God! 

In these ways, religion, with its emphasis on the power and ar
bitrary will of God almost entirely without ethical implications, is 
taught to practically every boy and 
girl in Moslem lands. Almost as 
influential have been the crude 
and superstitious popular beliefs. 
'fombs of holy men arc regarded 
as sacred and on uear-by trees are 
hung' bits of rags, as reminders 
to the -spirrt hovering around the 
tomb that prayers have been of
fered. On every side the boy or 
girl sees such evidences of belief 
ill spirit presences. Such stories 
as the "Arabian Nig'hts" have 
made vel'y real to the children an 
unseen world where God also rules 
with supernatural forces. 

This type of education is now 
in the process of change. Not only 
has Turkey abolished the dervish 
orders but time given to religious 
instruction in school is cut down, 
attendance at mosque services is 

AN ARAB GIRL. STILL UNVEILED 

growing less and formal worship has been on the decline for some 
years. One day with a Moslem boy I visited the religious schools 
of Smyrna. Where there had been over twenty of these, not one was 
left. We entered a mosque and talked with the sad-faced caretaker 
who was sweeping the floor. We remarked on the beauty of his place 
of worship. "Yes," he said, "the mosque is all right. The trouble 
is with the people who no longer come to prayers." 

In place of the religious education formerly given in schools, 
more time is being given to the physical sciences. In place of re
ligious festivals and the songs that extolled the Prophet, national 
holidays and patriotic hymns are becoming the vogue. Everywhere 
the influence of the ·Western world is supplanting with ever-increas
ing rapidity the traditions of the Mohammedan past. 

One wonders what is the effellt of the impact of Western inven-
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tions on the Moslem boy and girl. There cannot but come a new faith 
in the material forces of this world. The textbooks in geography 
picture the factories of the 1,Vestern world, and the modern inven
tor is adjudged a great benefactor. The boy and girl are not only 
conceiving new wants, but a new philosophy of life is being taught. 
The old holy men do not seem so holy now. The Western standard 
of material success appeals with irresistible force. God does not 
seem so powerful. Steam and electricity are the modern agents, and 
success is measured by ability to use these forces and to acquire more 
of this world's goods. There is no stopping the influence upon prac
tically every Moslem boy and girl in the world today of nationalism 
and materialism, both of which come from the Western world. 

The secular impact of the civilization of the West is having a 
helpful effect in at least one respect, especially for the children. The 
play life of the East has never been as rich as that of the West. Boys 
in Turkey, for example, have, in the past, played such games as leap
frog, blind man's buff, hothand, swattag, etc., but now the American 
games are coming in-soccer, football, basketball, handball, and even 
baseball. When boys were growing into young manhood, indulgence 
in sports a few years ago seemed undignified and unworthy. Now 
Western influence has spread a new spirit, and on every side athletic 
sports command the interest of the young and the respect of their 
elders. Team games teach a spirit that is indispensable in citizen
ship and essential to true religion. They require the sacrifice of an 
individual for the good of the group. There is a certain moral qual
ity also taught by the necessity of taking defeat in a sportsmanlike 
spirit, and, through team games, fair play can be taught to the boy 
and girl. 

Other forms of Western amusements are not always so helpful. 
'rhe moving picture is found almost everywhere, even in remote 
towns, and Pola Negri and Gloria Swanson are teaching the Moslem 
youth, more effectively than any textbook, about the life in "Ohris
tian" countries. Many are saying that Western inventions are good 
but Western home life is on a lower plane than that found in the 
East. The unwholesome sex relations as depicted by the films fas
cinate many others and lower the ideal of the boy or girl as to what _ 
social and home life should be. 

Into this complex mixture of the old and the new the Christian 
missionary comes today with a religion which already is misunder
stood. Ohristianity to the Moslem all too often connotes a political 
division within his own country's borders or else the uniting bond 
between foreign powers. The child does not see evidence that Ohris
tianity is a force making for brotherhood between races and classes. 
The name is a hated name and a stumblingblock often in the effort 
to interpret the reality which, to the missionary, lies behind the 
word. But many Moslems want the moral force that the mission 
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school seems to have. They appreciate the work of the mission hos
pital until the Moslem doctors fear the competition with their own 
work. The social center has been tried in only a few places, but its 
success has been conspicuous. Many of the boys and girls who have 
been taught in the mission schools and colleges are filled with the 
spirit of service. They have tasted, in school, the joy of it, and they 
look, sometimes with pathetic eagerness, to the missionary for lead
ership. 

Moslem boys and girls are reading what literature they can find, 
and their minds are being fed with much that is bad. The oppor-

BOY SCOUTS DRILLING IN TARSUS, ASIA MINOR 

tunity of the missionary is to study all the channels by which the 
thought of the people is being affected, the textbooks in the schools, 
the newspaper, the magazine, the movie, and to seek to release in
fluences among these agencies that will gradually give to the masses 
of people a new understanding of the fact that Jesus, the Great 
Prophet recognized by themselves, is One whom the whole world 
desperately needs today. As the Christian forces of the West live 
lives of Christlike service in the midst of the Moslems of the East, a 
new meaning will come to be attached to the idea of following Jesus. 
It is the Moslem boys and girls that are freest of all to take what the 
missionary brings and that can go forth in the Christian spirit to 
overcome the materialism which otherwise will saturate the Moslem 
East. 
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THE CENSUS OF THE MOSLEM WORLD 

DISTRIBUTION BY GOVERNMENTS: 

Under British Rttle or Occupation: 
In Africa .......•...................... 
In Asia ............................... . 

28,910,000 
76,788,000 

In Australia .......................... . 25,000 
----105,723,000 

Under Other Western Governments: 
In Africa 

Belgium ............................... . 
France ............... " ............... . 
Italy .................................. . 
Portugal .............................. . 
Spain ................................. . 
Abyssinia and Liberia .................. . 

In Asia 
United States of America (Philippines) ... . 
Netherlands ........................... . 
France ................................ . 
Russia' (Europe and Asia) .............. . 

In Europe ................. .............. . 
In Amelrica ............................. . 

1,764,000 
28,502,332 
1,659,000 

239,000 
594,500 
800,000 

597,994 
39,000,000 

3,341,860 
15,320,000 

2,469,957 
204,429 

94,493,072 

200,216,072 
Under Non-Christian Governments: 

Turkey ................................ . 
Mesopotamia ........................... . 
Persia .. " .... " .. , .. , .... ,.,.,., ..... ,., 
Afghanistan ' .......................... . 
Arabia ., .............................. . 
Siam .................................. . 
China ............ , .................... . 

8,321,000 
2,840,700 
9,350,000 
6,380,000 
3,400,000 

150,000 
9,136,000 
--- 39,577,700 

MOSLEM OBJECTIONS TO MODERN EDUCATION FOR WOMEN 

T HE Mohammedan women in many of the countries in the East 
are becoming imbued with modern ideals for women and are as
serting themselves. In India, the women held an All-India Mo

IJammedan Women's Conference to insist upon monogamy and other 
reforms. Everywhere they are seeking education. 

An Egyptian Moslem gives the following objections to the modern 
education of women: 

1. The educated women do not like to do housework. 
2. They become extravagant about their dress. 
3. They sing and play the piano to fit themselves to associate with 

cultured women of the West. 
4. They spend their time reading love stories. 
5. They do not live economically, 
6. They wish to marry for love, money or good looks. 
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COURT OF THE UNIVERSI1'Y MOSQUE ElL AZHAR, CAIRO, FOUNDED IN 969 A. D. 

To (''OI.llpJete a course in the .4zhar reQuirE:'s about twelve years. The curriculum includes juris
prudence. theology, exege~iE;, grammar, syntax, rhetoric, logic and the traditions; 

it bas 10,000 students and 250 professors. 

Some Moslem Views of Christianity 
A Series of Interviews by Dr. H. E. Philips, Cairo, Egypt 

By A YOUNG STUDENT IN CAIRO, A MEMBER OF THE Y. M. C. A. 

I HAVE no sympathy with the old school of Islam as represented 
in EI Azhar University but I am a Moslem and cannot accept 
Christianity as my religion, first of all because I find it very 

impracticable. Even Christians do not take its precepts seriously 
nor attempt to fulfill them literally. The commands of Christianity 
are so extreme that if they were put into practice chaos would fol
low. 

Take one of the gospel teachings by way of example. How 
many coats do you have~ More than one'/ Have you given away 
all but one 1 Do you give to everyone that asks something from you 
and do you never refuse a loan to one who would borrow 1 What 
would become of society if your gospel laws were followed liter
ally Y Jesus taught men to return good for evil. It sounds all right 
in theory hut the business of everyday life proves that it does not 
work. N either Christian individuals nor states observe this rule. 
Justice and the social order cannot be maintained in that way. If 
you examine every distinctive point in the .Gospel, in the last analy
sis you will find that it is not practical. 

A second reason why I do not accept Christianity is that the Gos-
775 
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pel is full of inconsistencies. Of course we Moslems do not believe 
that Jesus Himself ever taught the distinctive doctrines of modern 
Christianity. They are hopelessly at variance with one another. For 
example, Jesus is called the "Son of God" and also the "Son of 
Man." He says that a man becomes great by becoming small; that 
he finds life by losing or laying down his life; that he becomes 
strong by being weak. All of this is incomprehensible and unrea
sonable. Moreover Christians call Jesus God and they pray to Him 
while many times in the Gospel He is represented as Himself pray
ing to God. 

Jesus' first miracle was the converting of water into wine for a 
wedding feast. I have been told that Christians should not drink 
wine and that the Bible teaches that drinking intoxicants is a sin. 
In the Koran you will find that Mohammed did not drink wine and 
that he forbade his followers to use it. Moslems everywhere and. 
always are total abstainers. Spirituous liquors are strictly forbid
den and have been introduced into Mohammedan lands through the 
greed of' Christian merchants. 

A third reason why I adhere to Islam is because of its wonderful 
provision for social life, very little of which I find in the Christian 
Gospel. The Koran is called a " Guidance" for men and makes prac
tical provision for every detail of life. Why should I leave this 
system for one that deals only in generalities? Christians have much 
to say about the "Sermon on the Mount" but its idealism is im
practical and fails to grip our social problems. 

You speak of polygamy as an evil and I agree that unlimited 
marriage is an evil. But Mohammed made no such blunder. He 
found unlimited marriage prevailing in pagan Arabia so he cor
rected it by placing limits upon those who accepted Islam. Under 
.T udaism polygamy was sanctioned and practiced by the prophetf;, 
but because it was not regulated it was abused as in the case of 
Solomon. Islam takes into account the fact that there are more 
women in the world than men and that through war the proportion 
of men is often greatly reduced. It meets this problem with the 
practical provision for plural marriage with certain definite limita
tions. The much-vaunted monogamy of the Ohristian system is not 
rigidly enforced and sooner or later will yield to stern necessity. In 
my opinion it will be a change for the better. 

A fourth reason for my belief in Islam is its intellectual super
iority over the Christian system. I admit that, for the present, 
European civilization has forged ahead of Islamic countries but the 
reason for our present eclipse is economic and not intellectual, a 
condition which is due to the temporary military superiority of the 
West. How did Europe obtain this advantage ~ Most of her modern 
civilization was borrowed from Islam. Every branch of science was 
assiduously studied and developed in the centers of Islamic power. 
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Stanley Lane Poole, in "The Moors in Spain," uses the following 
words in praise of Islamic learning: "Beautiful as were the palaces 
and gardens of Cordova, her claims to admiration in higher matters 
were no less strong. The mind was as lovely as the body. Her 
professors and teachers made her the center of European culture; 
students would come from all parts of the world to study under her 
famous doctors .... As for the graces of literature, there never was 
a time when poetry became the speech of everybody, so much so that 
no speech or address was complete without some scraps of verse.'''' 
Whether the suhject he astronomy or chemistry or geography or 
natural history the foundations are found in the Holy Koran. If the 
principle patrons of learning in that great epoch of educational prog
ress were Moslems and if, as I believe, we are on the verge of a 
great revival in our religion, I see no good reason why I should for
sake my faith. If the European nations are under happier circum
stances today than are the countries of Islam and if their scientific 
progress is for the time in advance of that found in Mohammedan 
countries; it is not because of the teachings of Christianity but be
eause Europe has taken the learning and the principles of Islam and 
has built upon them. 

T could give many more reasons for my rejection of Christianity 
but these are my leading ones: it is morany impracticable; it is 
intellectually inconsistent; it is socially insufficient; it is scientically 
inferior. In all these respects I find Islam sufficent and satisfactory. 

By AN ADVANCED STUDENT IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL IN EGYPT 

First of all let me say that I am not much of a Moslem. I am 
rather a free thinker or perhaps you would call me an agnostic. Our 
family is one of the best in Cairo and we always have had plenty of 
hooks and time for reading but in our home we never did discuss 
religion very much. At first I was very ignorant of my religion. 
Then an over-zealous Christian began trying to teach me the way of 
Christianity. It was not acceptable to me but this friend persisted 
and I was wholly unable to answer the arguments that were pre
sented. Then I began the study of my own religion in earnest and 
soon found what seemed to me sufficient answers for all the Christian 
arguments. Indeed I became very proficient in debate on all reli
gious questions and was a convinced and fanatical Moslem. Later I 
t00k up the study of European philosophy and found that the great 
thinkers of the world have never been religious men. I also found 
that neither Islam nor Christianity agrees with the best philosophy. 
'l'he result has been that I have lost my zeal for Mohammedanism 
and I am now willing to take the good out of all religions and to 
profess none. ,,I[ho is Mohammed and who is Christ but men who 

• The quotation here used is found in The Islamic World, Jan.) 1926) p. 311 in an article 
by Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah on "Islam and Learning." 
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tried to help their people to live a better life and to relieve the social 
conditions they found in the world 1 

As to my belief in God, of course anyone who has studied phil
osophy and science is compelled to believe that there is some great 
power back of all the phenomena that we see round about us. It 
may be a conscious power or it may only be an impersonal force. I 
do not see how anyone can be sure. I sometimes wish I could be
lieve in a personal God as you do for it must be very comforting, 
but somehow I cannot believe. 

I do not understand what is commonly called sin nor the Ohris
tian remedy through the blood of Ohrist. I am not perfect but 
neither am I conscious of any very serious sin nor do I feel the need 
of any other person to save me from sin. My religion has always 
been one of good works. I try to live right and never to harm any
one and what more do Ohristians want? After all my studies in 
philosophy I have come to think that if God is a conscious being He 
does not care very much about the individual but has more concern 
about nations, and if He does care about individuals what more does 
He want beyond the life I am now living¥ 

By AN ENGLISHMAN '¥HO HAS BECOME A MOSLEM 

My father desired me to enter the service of the Ohristian 
Ohurch, and to this purpose I studied. Early I had doubts, and 
could not reconcile myself to believe in the Trinity, Vicarious Atone
ment, and Original Sin. I read books on all phases of Ohristianity, 
and came to the conclusion that I believed none. About this time I 
came into contact with W. Stewart Ross, the agnostic leader, and 
editor of The Agnostic Journal. In this way I was introduced to 
the writings of Ingersoll, Hreckel and others. Ross quarreled with 
the Biblical conception of Deity, and I agreed with him, but never 
lost faith in a Supreme Being. I began the study of comparative 
religion (neglecting Islam which I had been told was merely an 
altered version of Ohristianity). Hearing Ross speak of the sublime 
conception of Deity pictured by the deism of Islam, I resolved to 
study this faith and to my surprise began to find myself at home. 
'1'he central truth of the oneness of the Deity and the idea of a deit.y 
who sent teachers not only to the Jews but other races was my 
own idea of an impartial Being. The life of Mohammed, the com
plete success attending his mission even in his own lifetime, the 
brotherhood of all believers which he accomplished, and the whole
some reforms he brought, wrung from me the acceptance of his 
prophethood. The Koran I found made a stronger appeal to me 
than the Biblical narratives had ever done, and when I came to dis
sect the Suras and Ayats, I found myself living in a new world, read
ing the inner meanings, and becoming for the first time in a state of 
At-one-ment with God. 
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In 1903 I confessed to my father that I was a Moslem, and later 
on met a Moslem for the first time. He was the Hon. Dr. Abdullah 
al Mamun Suhrawardy, M.A., LL.D. (now the Chairman of the Ben
gal Legislative Council). In his presence I repeated the Kalima.'" 
I became Honorary Assistant Secretary of the Pan-Islamic Society 
and afterwards Honorary Vice-President. In 1912 Khwaja Kamal
ud-Din came to England, and I associated myself with him in the 
Woking Moslem Missiop., and the Islamic Review. Prior to this I 
had been nominated "Sheikh of the British Moslems." Today I 
contribute to almost all the leading Moslem journals in India, Per
sia, Turkey, etc., and represent several of those in London. I rep
resent also La Fraternite Musulmane de Paris, and by the invitation 
of the French Government was present at the Foundation Ceremony 
of the Paris Mosque. Recently I started the Minaret, a small Islamic 
journal destined for the Western reader, and a large percentage of 
my letters from enquirers came from the United States of America. 

(Signed) KHALID SHELDRAKE. 

*' The kaZima means the Moslem creed, "There is no God but God and Mohammed 1s the 
prophet of God." 

A TURK'S VIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN MENACE 

WRITING to the Djumhouriet, a Turkish daily newspaper pub
lished in Constantinople, an anonymous correspondent describes 
the spread of Christian propaganda and institutions in Tur

key and seems to be particularly incensed over the success of the Y. M. 
C. A. After outlining this growth, he proceeds to give this description 
of the manner in which the Christians project their influence: 

"First they get people to love them, and then they make them 
novices in their order. Their schools are each a danger. There the 
great deeds of Jesus are sung. The persuasive abilities of the members 
of this Association, both men and women, are so great that, like ants 
caught in a spider's web, people cannot again be rescued from their 
hands. The greatest secret of their success is love .... 

"The Protestant young Christians begin with example and lead 
up to rule; they go from the concrete to the abstract. This sort of 
propaganda is fatal. They do not proclaim the principles of Protes
tantism. Nay, they do not even talk about religion, but by their attitude, 
their actions, their manners, by the compassion they show to animals, 
by the help they give to the poor, by loving what is good, by mercy to 
the unfortunate, they try to show the loftiness of their religion. 

"The number of innocent Turkish children captured by these 
charms is constantly increasing, and these children are weaned from 
their individuality and are becoming each an American Protestant, nay 
more, not only a Protestant but a missionary." 
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A VISIT TO EL-AZHAR UNIVERSITY 
BY REV. J. E. SHEPHWD in the Bapti..t Missionary Hem~d 

EVEN within the memory of men now living, Christians could not 
enter El-Azhar, the great Moslem university in Cairo, but that is 
changed and even Christian missionaries pass in freely, as wel

come visitors. 
One morning we found ourselves at "The Gate of the Barbers," 

the entrance to EI-Azhar. The porter brought some slippers and after 
placing these upon our feet, our dragoman kicked off his own shoes, and 

led the way. Then we entered 
one of the largest universities in 
the world, one of the most ancient, 
going back nearly a thousand 
years, to 980 A. D. El-Azhar is 
the intellectual focal point of 
Islam. Here we saw the intelli
gent youth of many lands-India, 
Syria, Morocco, Tripoli, Tunis, 
Algeria, Turkey, Afghanistan, 
and other parts of the world
all being trained for the priest
hood. 'rhey are here to be trained 
in the Koran. They are practi
~ally men of one book. "In the 
shaded porticos of the great court 
they sit in circles, great or small, 
'at the feet of' their sheikhs, the 
'rahhis' of Islam, who themselves 
squat on low dais seats and dis
cuss the grammar, language, in
terpretation and legal teaching 
of the Koran." 

We went freely from one 
group to 'mother and watched the 

process of teaching, all so different from our idea of what teaching should 
be. It was a study of the Oriental mind, with its great power of de
tachment and its equally great power of concentration. -"Ve could not 
help wondering what fruit these studies would bear in after days in 
other lands, what influence these young men would wield. 

EI-Azhar is a mosque, and there are six gates. The Liwan is huge, 
and its ceiling is supported upon three hundred and eighty pillars. The 
minarets are of different periods, the structure having often been al
tered, and various sultans from the twelfth century to the nineteenth 
having left their' mark upon it. The library is a spacious hall, with tier 
upon tier of shelves from fioor to ceiling, filled with books bound in 
crimson leather. There were many writing tables, and, in the center, 
was a glass case containing a treasure, the royal copy of the Koran. 
Every letter is printed in gold. Outside the mosque, we saw a large 
number of blind, who, through their infirmity, do not enter the place of 
prayer, but are heing taught just without the gates. 

There were between fifteen thousand and sixteen thousand students 
in the University-and provision f(lr twenty thousand. Some of these 
young students haye been won for Christ. 
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Hindrances to Christian Work for Moslems 
BY RE;V. C. G. NAISH, B.A., BEiRUT, SYRIA 

Member of the Council of C1u'istian Missions in Western Asia and Northern Africa 

M ISUNDERSTANDING: Not long ago in Egypt a simple 
man, a woodworker, came to one of the missionary centers 
and asked for baptism. He said: 

"I have heard the preaching at M--- and it is excellent." 
"You don't need to be baptized," replied the missionary, "you 

can hear the preaching freely in any case. " 
"But I want to belong to that society." 
"Do you want to be saved from your guilH" 
"Guilt7 What is guilt7" 
"Your sins." 
"My sins1" answered ·the man smiling. "Why, I've never 

sinned in my life." 
This story indicates clearly the real difficulty which stands like 

a blank wall between the Christian teacher and the Moslem. The 
Moslem does not know what the Christian is talking about. He prob
ably does understand the Arabic words used, for many missionaries 
speak Arabic and other Moslem languages well. But the ideas he 
misunderstands. The connotation of the Christian vocabulary is 
quite different to his mind. A word which the Christian uses for the 
moral guilt and shame of sin means to the Moslem hearer simply 
transgression of ceremonial law. This carpenter, supposed that he 
was being asked about hi& observance of times of prayer and other 
duties prescribed by .the Koran. lIe had no conception of what we 
understand by sin against God. 

'l'he first obstacle encountered is, therefore, that of making a 
Moslem understand. It is insuperable to any power but the Spirit 
of God. The fact is that ideas which the missionary wishes to pre
sent do not exist in the minds of ninety-nine of every hundred Mos-

781 
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1ems. We have to face the task of trying to convey these strange 
ideas by the medium of words which have quite a different meaning 
to the hearer. 

It has often been said that Islam and Christianity have much in 
('ammon. Moslems are not heathen or idolaters. They worship one 
God. Some would say that they are half Christians already; at leaRt 
they are monotheists. Nothing ('auld be more misleading. They do 
believe in one God, whose name is Allah, but their conception of him 
is utterly different from the God revealed by Jesus Christ. He is 
capricious, unspiritual, transcendent without being immanent, and 
He is loveless. 

One day in Syria, some veiled Moslem women attempted to enter 
the train in which we were riding. "No room!" the conductor called 
out; "the hareem is fulL" The women flung up their hands in a 
gesture of despair. "\Vhat shall we do'" they wailed. The con
ductor blew his whistle. "Allah will arrange something for you," 
he calmly said as the tram moved off. 

That-is what Allah is like to the mind of the conductor and his 
Moslem brethren. He may arrange for you to get in the tram, or he 
may not, but to complain is of no use. Noone can tell what Allah 
will do. He may say one thing today and the contrary tomorrow. 
'Both will be true because he has said both. 

Take the word "heaven." While Christians use imagery of 
streets of gold, temples and harps, we understand that these meta
phorically refer to a spiritual state which eludes the resources of 
human language. But to the Moslem paradise is very definitely lit
eral and material. 

In Dama~us a friend of mine was called upon by strangers to enter a 
shop and witness a document which ran like this: 

"I, Abdullah, remit to Ahmad the debt of ten pounds which he owes 
me, on consideration of his handing over to me one of his wives in Paradise. 
He, Ahmad, is to have thirty nine, and I. Abdullah, am to have forty one." 

The Koran promises beautiful maidens (houries) to every true 
believer. Nevertheless it is a shock to find that a Moslem of this 
century takes the promise so literally, and that his idea of heaven is 
so unspiritual. How can one use the word heaven or Paradise to eon
vey to him the Christian belief 1 And yet how. can we explain our re-
ligion without using its key words ~ , 

PRE;ruDIcE. Not only does the Moslem fail to understand the 
Christian vocabulary, but positively he has been taught to misunder
stand it. An American born in the East, and using Arabic as easily 
as his own tongue, testifies: "The Moslem from childhood has been 
taught to hate the very sound of the words 'Father' and 'Trinity' " 
as applied to God. The reason is chiefly historical. Mohammed and 
many subsequent leaders of Islam came into touch with a corrupt 
form of Christianity. Even in some places today there is an igno-
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rant type of Christianity that practically teaches polytheism. And it 
recognizes three gods, one called the Father, a stern judge whose 
chief aim is to detect men in sin and punish them with satisfaction, 
a goddess (for she is nothing less) called Mary, the mother of God, 
interceding with this stern deity, and a Son, who was once incarnate, 
a rather weaker and more distant copy of the goddess. 

Is it any wonder that Moslems who met such a form of belief 
turned from it in disgust, accusing such so-called Christians of poly
theism ~ The trouble is that Moslems of today assume that all who 
bear the name Christian regard the Trinity in this way, as composed 
of father, mother and son; and that God had a literal wife and literal 
offspring. Would anything make us listen to such teaching? 

Small wonder then if a single Moslem can prejudice a whole 
audience against a preacher by reference to any of these terms, 

AN ADVERTISEMENT IN CAIRO
ONE OF THE HINDRANCES 

BOYS SELLING LOTTERY TICKETS IN 
CAIRO-ANOTHER EVIL 

though these same words may convey to the preacher precious and 
fundamental beliefs. 

Moreover, it has been ingrained in the very nature of the Mos
lem that his own holy book, the Koran, is literally inspired in every 
jot and tittle. When it teaches something absolutely contrary to 
history, such as that Mary the mother of Jesus was the same person 
as Miriam the sister of Moses and that Moses was the uncle of Jesus, 
he feels bound to believe it. 

The Christian Bible is rejected as an unauthentic book, a for
gery, which has been substituted for the true Law of Moses, Psalter 
of David, and Gospel of J esns which were written down word for 
word in the same way that Mohammed wrote the Koran. Is it sur
prising that their prejudice is hard to disarm ~ 

NOMINAL CHRISTIANITY. The obstacles already mentioned are 
subjective. The greatest objective hindrance is the travesty of 
Christianity, professing to be the religion of J eSllS, which the Mos
lem often has before his eyes. 

Lady Buckmaster wrote recently of a trip to the East: 
"As we approached Port Said I strained my eyes for a first glimpse of 
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the land of the Pharaohs. This is what I saw. 'Dewar's Whiskey' 'Black 
and White Whiskey' 'Dawson's Whiskey'; and I felt ashamed. 

Intoxicating drinks are prohibited by the Koran. But the influ
ence of the West has been too strong for the East. Of course, it is not 
fair to judge followers of Ohrist by the behavior of merchants 
whose god is mammon, or of tourists who worship pleasure. But, 
Rad to say, the Moslem does so. "So this is your vaunted superior 
religion," he sneers. What is a Moslem to think when British sol
diers are the only drunken pe,ople he has ever seen ~ Or when lot
tery tickets are sold everywhere in his streets, and whole shops are 
exclusively devoted to their sale, though all gambling and betting 
are forbidden to him 7 It is the "Ohristian" who has brought them 
to his country. How does he view the construction by a foreign syn
dicate of a grand race-course in the most beautiful and quietest sub
urb of Oairo ~ How can he be other than shocked to see, flaunting 
themselves in his streets, fashions which even the best Westerners 
regard as too free or too fast 1 The grand Mufti of Beirut, although 
very friendly to the American community, recently refused to attend 
one of its functions. He pleaded, "I cannot bring myself to sit there 
among your 'maksiyat aariyat-your "clothed-unclothed dames!" 

It is not only the Westerner who has misrepresented Christ's re
ligion. Among Eastern Ohurches, also, there is often a performance 
very unworthy of their profession. A college principal in Egypt 
once asked some Moslem students the reason why Moslem nations 
are so backward in relation to other nations. The students replied: 

"It is not a result of religion; that is clear. We admit that yon 
are more truthful and honest. But the reason lies in race. If it were 
religion, the Ooptic Ohristians would be more honest than we are. 
But they cheat at examinations more than we do, and they are more 
immoral." Of course the Moslem believes his eyes rather than the 
protestations of a few earnest souls who try to explain the matter 
away. 

NATIONALISM. In more than one country, where education is 
breaking down barriers of ignorance and prejudice, narrow national
ism is building a fresh and formidable barricade. Turkey, Egypt, 
Palestine and Moslem India are aflame with that sad parody of pa
triotism which makes antagonism and not service its aim. There is 
a certain type of Egyptian student who thinks he has done a fine 
thing for his country and supported her dignity if he has been rude 
to a foreigner. As an obstacle to Christianity, this race conscious
ness is formidable. Ohristianity is a foreign religion, therefore, 
they argue, it is unpatriotic. The saddest part of this is that West
ern nations have taught it to the East. It is a historical fact that the 
nationalism of antagonism arose in Western Europe, and has been 
carried eastward first by the imperialism and snobbery of merchants, 
tourists and officials, and secondly by the frightful example of jeal
ousy and hatred which culminated in the war of 1914. 
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Those who live in the West are responsible. Many Moslem stu
dents and others travel to Europe and America and see for them
selves the condition of civilization there. Some are shocked; some 
are cynically amused. Practically all return to the East with their 
prejudice strengthened. We can hardly expect them to admit that 
the vices of the West are in spite of the Gospel, not due to it. The 
Western nations are not Christian, and it is a wrong to our Master to 
call them so. But the visiting Moslem too rarely sees the spirit of 
Christ displayed in practice. If he does so, he is reverent. But 
Christianity more often means to his mind bootlegging, gambling 
and prostitution. 

This obstacle is one that must be overcome in the West as well 
as in the East. Those who love their Lord in England and America 
may serve their Moslem brethren effectively by welcoming contacts 
with Mohammedan visitors and by putting a living Gospel before 
them. They share the blame if they fail to do so. 

FAILURES OF CHRISTIANS. A stumblingblock is cast before Mos
lems not only by nominal Christians but by the failures of genuine 

. disciples. There is our imperialism, our quiet but arrogant assump
tion of superiority. A few missionaries talk about "niggers" with 
contempt or studied neglect. Not all are free from the charge of car
rying themselves with a superior attitude. Christians have gone to 
serve Moslems as a sacrificial duty but how few have loved the peo
ple themselves! "Zeal for men's souls while we care not at all for 
them personally and prefer to keep away from all intimate acquaint
ance with them is. a very hideous form of hypocrisy." Our behavior 
may be courteous and yet unsocial, judged with an unprejudiced 
mind. The missionary sitting in a public vehicle will often take out 
his book lest he should waste precious minutes. His honest opinion 
is that it is a praiseworthy thing to resist indolence of mind. But 
what if the courtesy he owes as a guest of the East demands rather 
that he adopt its social custom and talk with his felIow-passengers7 
Even about indifferent matters for the mere sake of talking1 It is 
not because he hopes for opportunities of directly religious conver
sation. That is not a sufficiently disinterested aim. "Christ loved 
men, loved to be with them, loved them for their own sake and found 
joy in association with them, even if there was not an opportunity 
to preach to them. He was like a jeweler who loves to handle and 
study and admire pearls even though he makes no profit in the proc
ess; like an artist who loves to sit before fine paintings with no 
thought at all of possessing them. The way to bring Christ's mes
sage to the Moslem is to imitate His attitude." 

In the last analysis it is Christ's followers, who are the obstacle. 
In West and East we misrepresent Him and the word of God is bound 
because we bind it. Alas, that it should ever be true that the Mos
lem seeing our lives should say, "If that is Christianity I do not 
want it." 

4 
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The Christian Approach to MoslenlS 
BY REV. W. WILSON CASH, D.S.O., LONDON, ENGLAND 

General Secretary of the Church Missionary Society 

AMONG Christians, when a man is referred to as a Jew, immedi-n. ately people usually react unfavorably because of all they 
understand by the mere word. A man is judged not for what 

he is, but by what his name has come to mean in the minds of many. 
In the same way, the Moslem is prejudiced against anyone called 
"Christian," because of the background of history extending from 
the days of Mohammed to the present. 

I. The difficulty of the Christian approach to Islam is seen, first 
of all, in the Moslem idea of Christianity. Nisarani, or Christian, is 
a strong term of reproach in Moslem lands, amounting almost to a 
curse. When two Moslems are having an angry dispute, one will 
call the other Nisarani to express his complete contempt and scorn 
of his opponent. This attitude of Moslems to Christians was in the 
mind of a member of the Moslem Conference in Jerusalem in 1924 
when he thus described the missionary's task: 

To persuade the pr·oudest man on earth to accept a message he 
detests from a people he despises. 

The Koran abounds in references to Christianity, and Moham
med came frequently into direct contact with the Eastern churches. 
To him it was the husks of a once-living faith. He saw it as a dying 
religion, suffocated under an immense pile of superstitions, inven
tions and fables, and sunken in idolatry, and weakened by corrup
tions. The divisions, bitter controversies, religious and credal ri
valries made it almost impossible for an Arab to see JESUS CHRIST 

in the tangle of theological controversies. The worship of the Vir
gin stamped Christians as idolaters, and the priesthood of the day 
gave undoubtedly the impression that the Christian faith did not 
stand for the direct access of the soul to GOD •. It is little wonder, 
therefore, that Mohammed should have turned away from Christi
anity to found a faith on simpler lines, a faith that made GOD acces
sible to all, without any place in its system for monasticism or 
priestcraft. 

In spite of all this, something of the sweet reasonableness of the 
Christian spirit appears to have touched Mohammed for, in all his 
references to Christianity, he is less severe than when speaking of 
the Jews. This is no doubt largely due to the fact that it was in the 
formative and creative period of the Mecca days that Mohammed 
met Christians. It is one of the tragedies of Christian history that 
this seeker after GOD could not find the goal of his search in Christ 
because of the failure of the Church adequately to represent the 
spirit and teaching of its Master. 

786 
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What were the things that .Mohammed attacked in Christianity'/ 
I draw the following list from the references to Christianity in the 
Koran: 

1. He complains of the bitter hatred of everything non-Christian, and 
the lack of appreciation of good in other faiths. This he attributes largely 
to the monks and priests. (See Sura 5.85.) 

2. They consign, he says, all non-Christians (including Moslems) to 
Hell. (See Sura 2.105.) 

3. He criticizes their narrow sectarianism and reminds them that "On 
thc resurrection day GOD shall judge between them as to that in which they 
differ." (See Sura 2.107-110.) 

4. He criticizes Christianity because it teaches the Crucifixion of Christ, 
who, he says, was not crucified. 

5. He attacks the doctrine of the Trinity, and the doctrine of the Son
ship of Christ. 

6. His main line of attack, however, is the whole Christian conception 
of GOD, as he knew it. It does not appeal to the Arab mind. It seems to lack 
any strong faith in thc' absolute sovereignty of GOD: Love, sympathy, service 
and sacrifice do not form any essential part of Mohammed's conception of 
GOD: He is more attracted by the Old Testament picture of a God, mighty 
in battle, oinnipotent and supreme, ruling as He wills the nations of the 
carth. 

To this must be added the fact that Mohammed claimed to be 
in direct prophetic succession with all previous prophets. He did not 
set out to establish a new faith, but to build upon what he thought 
was the one world religion from the time of Adam. 

When we remember that Mohammed's idea of Christianity rep
resents the ideas of the whole Moslem world today; that where he 
misunderstood our faith, Moslems still misunderE#;and it; and where 
he attacked it, his followers still do the same, we will at once see 
that to study the right approach of Christians to Islam, we must 
take very serious account of past mistakes; and that, in our presen
tation of our message, we must take care that it is the unadulter
ated message of Christ we offer, and not a watered down, diluted 
form of Western Christianity. 

MOSLEM CONCEPTIONS oJ<' CHRISTIANITY 

II. A second great factor must be remembered in approaching 
Moslems. Their conceptions of Christianity as seen in the Koran, 
traditions and history, are further strengthened by Moslem contacts 
with Christianity today. The Eastern churches have really changed 
very little since Mohammed's day. The ignorance of the priests, 
the lack of a strong spiritual life, and the absence of a presentation 
of Christianity in terms of social service and love, often confirm 
Moslems in the vi/ilw that their estimate of Christianity is accurate. 

There are also the impressions gained of our faith by contacts 
with Western powers. Rightly or wrongly the Moslem attributes as 
a rule what is done by Western powers to Christianity. In his mind 
the Moslem does not say simply England or France or Italy did so 
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and so, but the Christians did it. He cannot distinguish between 
so-called Christian nations and Christianity. To the Moslem they 
are the same. 

Let me illustrate this by what has happened recently in Syria. 
'1'he French Government completely misunderstood the Druse and 
the Arab. They mishandled the situation, and thus drove the people 
into rebellion, and to quell it they bombarded the open and defence
Ipss town of Damascus, with little thought of the consequences to 
women and children. The people of Damascus link all this in their 
minds with Christianity; hence the fears that have been expressed 
of a massacre of Christians. We know that this sort of thing does 
not in the remotest degree represent Christianity, but the Moslem 
is convinced that it does. 

The wealth of Western nations gives the Moslem a picture of 
Christianity as something material, a faith that makes people rich, 
strong, powerful, and naturally they view us all as materialistic peo
ple with little or no idea of anything beyond this world. In preach
ing to Moslems, I have frequently been asked, "Do the Christians 
say any prayers ~" 'Ve often appear to them as rich and powerful, 
but pagan in thought and outlook. 

A further problem arises through the confusion between civiliza
tion and Christianity. The two are not the same, but the Moslem can
not see it. The missionary task is to show Christianity as something 
infinitely greater than, and widely different from present-day civili
zation. The missionary must go further than this. He must show 
that organized Christianity today is not a complete representation 
of the faith of Jesus Christ. If it is necessary to show Christianity 
as greater than civilization, it is more necessary to make clear that 
Christ is infinitely greater than our picture of Him. The divided 
state of Christendom and the warring of sects, the clash of creeds 
and sectarian differences must be dissociated in our approach to the 
Moslem from the message that Christ brought into the world. The 
Moslem cannot understand the subtleties of our creeds, and the dif
ferences of our sects, but he can readily grasp the simple teaching of 
Jesus Christ, and no missionary work will be effective among Mos· 
lems that does not make Christ central and universal. It may rea· 
sonably be argued that this is done today; hut have we, as mission
aries, really come face to face with Jesus Christ in His desire to ex
press Himself through us to the Moslem mind ~ Very often it is an 
expression of Christ discolored by the mixture of Westernisms, de
nominationalism, and racial prejudices; and all the time the Moslem 
world is crying out for us to show it the full glory, beauty and 
character of Jesus Christ. 

III. This leads me to the heart of the subject-the missionary 
task today. Protestant missions have occupied almost all the stra
tegic centers of the Moslem world. They have built up, in the past 
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fifty years, great educational institutions, which have in turn given 
to the Moslem world a new reading public. They have carried out 
far-reaching social reforms through medical missions, and the hos
pitals, more than any other agency perhaps, have shown Islam what 
Christianity really is. Missionary doctors have proved to be a great 
asset in many Moslem lands. These two arms of missionary serv
ice, education and medicine, have together created a new situation 
that is bright with hope and promise. A widespread evangelism, the 
sale of the Scriptures, and the dissemination of Christian literature 
have laid foundations for a great advance, and, in many ways, the 
missions have been but a preparation for the day now dawning. This 
makes it all the more imperative that we should study the situation, 
and, above all, study ourselves and our work. If the Moslem is now 
awake, in touch with Western thought, and if he is thinking in new 
terms of modern life, and if he is no longer expressing himself in the 
language of a dead orthodoxy, but in living accents of a fuller life, 
and a wider liberty and freedom, then it behooves every missionary 
to ask himself whether he has a message to meet this need. 

Most will agree that the old method of controversy is Iiot only 
out of date, but that it is a wrong approach to the Moslem. He is 
not an enemy to be defeated in argument, nor is he simply a sinner 
to be saved. He is a human being, throbbing with new ambitions, 
and demanding something that will help the whole life-body, soul 
and spirit. He is a brother beloved in search of God, and we must 
approach him as such if we would be any help at all. We start then 
by placing ourselves alongside our Moslem brother, on an equal 
footing with him, and in no sense as superior to him. We start by a 
brotherly contact which says: We both need God, we are both seek
ing God, let us seek for Him together. The missionary will thus 
begin as learner and teacher at the same time. 

The Moslem to whom we speak has a long background of mif'l
understandings. He at first will think, because we are Christians, 
that we are, therefore, narrow-minded, bigoted, fanatical and bitter 
enemies of Islam. His mental picture of us is Mohammed's, and he 
will naturally be suspicious and on his guard. He will be on the de
fensive, and will be ready to jump to the attack at any moment. As 
long as that complex remains, he is impervious to the missionary ap
proach, and a pathway must be prepared that will enable discussion 
to be carried on in a spirit of friendship and mutual trust. 

When friendship has been established the question arises as to 
what we are to teach. The Moslem will want to discuss the Trinity, 
and will plunge into the most intricate problem of theology because 
he revels in such discussions. He is used to them in Islam, and his 
zeal in this direction is only equalled by the love of political discus
sio;ns in the West. The missionary has really only one task-rightly 
to present Jesus Christ and so to represent Him that the Moslem 
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will be attracted to the Person of Ohrist, and not side-tracked by the 
theologies of Christianity. 

I remember sitting with a group of sheikhs who tried hard to get 
me to discuss theology. Each time I said, ".My task is to show you 
Ohrist; I am His witness." I drew out my New Testament, and 
began reading- the Sermon on the Mount. I came to the verse "He 
that is angry with his brother" and at this point a Moslem sheikh 
broke in angrily, and said, "That is a lie." I was astonished, and 
appealed to the others sitting near. They all agreed with me that 
the teaching in the verse was true. The man brought other sheikhs, 
and made me read the verse again. I did so, and they agreed with 
lI!-e. Each time the angry sheikh said, "Is not that a lieF' "No," 
they all said, "it is perfectly true." A donkey boy standing near 
was evidently enjoying the scene, and taking a lively interest in the 
discussion. At last he broke in and said, "Do you want to know 
why the sheikh dislikes those words' Last night he tried to murder 
his brother in a fit of temper." The sheikh crimsoned with shame, 
and walked away, while the rest of the audience rocked with laugh
ter. This sheikh had, for the first time, been brought face to face 
with Jesus Ohrist, and he felt himself judged; his conscience smote 
him when he was brought up to a great moral issue. 

It is along this line I believe that our right approach lies. Mos
lems must be brought to face the great moral and spiritual issues of 
life, and to face them in the light of Ohrist and His Life. I have al
ways found that along this line the Moslem is ready to respond, and 
that, having aroused in him an interest in the Person of Ohrist, he 
always goes on to ask, "If you so love Ohrist, why then do you say 
He was crucified?" The story of the Crucifixion as the unveiling of 
Divine Love is a new and complete revelation to him; and here again 
he comes face to face with Ohrist, and the claims He is making on 
that Moslem's life. The Cross interpreted in this way does not call 
out an angry retort, but a reverent respect and wonder. The appeal 
is irresistible. The Moslem, with his brother Christian, feels that 
he is on holy ground. He comes to criticize and argue, and stays to 
worship the Son of God Who loved him and gave Himself for Mos
lems. Thus the full truth of the Ohristian faith unfolds itself per
fectly naturally and at each stage he is in touch with the reality of 
the living Christ. His Personality dominates the situation, and, as 
the Moslem responds, so he sees that this Man is the man-the one 
perfect Man the world has seen. Once this is grasped, the mission
a.ry should be careful to stand aside, so that Ohrist may complete His 
work. It is after all an easy stage to the sincere seeker to pass from 
contact with Christ, the Man to the full vision of the Son of God vis
iting humanity with redeeming Love. The main and essential con
dition is that the contact from the outset must be between the Mos
lem and Ohrist Himself, and not simply between the Moslem and the 



electronic file created by cafis.org

1926] [SLAM'S GREATEST FAILURE 791 

missionary. Christ often cannot be seen because we stand in the 
way. 

Our great need in the study of a new situation in the Moslem 
world is for us missionaries to come face to face with Jesus Christ, 
and to learn from Him how we may adequately represent our Mas
tel'. This may involve the shedding of many cherished prejudices, 
and the scrapping of much we have done; but, whatever else it 
means, it must lead to a new unity, fellowship and cooperation on the 
part of all missions in tl~e face of a common task. The Kingdom 
of God is greater than any of our missions, and our loyalty to Christ 
is supreme over any sectional loyalty to our particular Church or so
ciety. In this day of opportunity, can we not enthrone Christ as the 
one Head of all our work ~ Can we not think in terms of the King
dom of God, and determine that we will be governed in our thinking 
by no less terms than the Saviour Himself and His Kingdom 1 

Islam's Greatest Failure* 
BY REV. STEPHEN VAN R. TROWBRIDGE, MAADI, E/J-YPT 

World's Sunday School Association 

ONE OF the most delicate and perfect tests of the value of a 
religion is its treatment of children. To what extent does it 
reveal God to their inexperienced and eager minds 7 How far 

does it transform and beautify and safeguard their characters by the 
mysterious interaction of God's Spirit and their wills 1 Does the re
ligion produce in them a faith which drives out base thoughts and 
conquers the insidious temptations which throng aud threaten child
hood? 

If you leave the modern quarter of Cairo and walk down 
through the narrow, crooked streets, you soon find yourself absorbed 
in watching groups of ragged, tanned urchins playing, begging, id
ling, gathering into tin GRns quantities of filthy cigarette stubs, and 
attempting to get a glimpse of the Sunday-school picture cards, if 
you happen to be carrying a few in your hand. If you know Arabic, 
you listen to what they are saying. Often you wish you had not 
heard. Sometimes you see one of the more daring youngsters at
tempting to pick pockets on the street cars. Your heart heats faster 
and you feel an unutterable sense of yearning and pathos, as step by 
step, you come to realize that their only knowledge of God is through 
the sin-stained life of Mohammed. Their only glimpse of paradise 
is from the fleshly passages of the Koran. Their .only thought of 
truth has its ultimate source in Mohammed's own complex self-con
sciousness-a marvelous blend of prophetic illumination, political 

.. Brief extracts from a pamphlet published by Mr. Trowbridge from whom copies may be had. 
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subtlety, and bold, selfish falsehood. All these children have is 
Mohammed! 

Face to face with the problems of temptation and sin, the 
prophet of Mecca is a warning rather than an inspiration. His life 
is the tragedy of a splendid spiritual beginning and a lustful, selfish 
eilding. The Koran is certainly not a book to sanctify and beautify 
and fill with joy the lives of the children. Far f.om it. 

Mohammed never revealed the Fatherhood of God, but with tre
mendous energy and persistence, year after year, did everything in 
his power to repudiate and root out this thought from the minds of 
men. 

Mohammed could not summon the children to see in him the life 
of the Father, because his heart and hand had cOlmtless times boldly 
sinned against the laws of God. 

"The mystery of the Holy Incarnation, and the story of the 
precious death of the Son of God, are put before them only as here
sies to be adjured and trampled on." 

"The children of Moslem lands are the same as those of Chris
tendom, as troublesome, as erratic, as affectionate, as delightful to 
do with as the most ardent boy-lover at home ever found them; bub
bling with energy and mischief, keen to see and learn anything you 
have time to show them; only tainted already with evil in its deadli
est forms, that will have them in its grip long before they are men. 

"What is to be done for them, these, our little brothers, for 
whom Christ died?" Are we doing our best for the Kingdom of 
Christ when we are letting boy-lives drift past us, with their pre
cious chances, into tough Moslem manhood, unchallenged for Him 1 

Dr. S. M. Zwemer has been gathering evidence from every cor
ner and metropolis of Moslem lands. He says: 

"Because of general immoral conditions, which beggar descrip
tion, many of our correspondents speak of the terrible physical in
heritance of Moslem childhood." 

As you survey these countries and catch a glimpse of the vast 
multitudes of Christless children, what are ,your thoughts 1 

A PICTURE OF MOSLEM WOMANHOOD WITHOUT CHRIST 
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Moslem Converts to Christianity 
BY THE RIGHT REV. J. H. LINTON, ISFAHAN, PERSIA 

Bishop of Persia, Church J\fissionary Society 

SUPERSTITIONS die hard. An American lady, staying with us 
at present, is travelling through Persia making a "study" of 
the country, its conditions and aspirations. She is firmly per

suaded that all Persians who possess initiative and resource are Ba
hais. Some days ago she was introduced to a young Persian Chris
tian who has suffered a good deal of persecution for his faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is one of those aggressive workers that count 
so much in the spread of the Gospel. He boldly confesses Ohrist among 
Moslems, and rejoices to do so. Among the outstanding characteristics 
of the man are his initiative and zeal. I asked the lady what $11l' 
thought of this young fellow. uOh," she replied, "he is undoubt
edly a Bahai. " I asked on what she based her conviction. She said, 
"He has such splendid initiative!" Some day this lady will prob
ably write a book, and will refer to this young fellow as a splendid 
example of the go-ahead methods so characteristic of the Bahais! 
She has pre-judged the case. 

I had almost begun to believe that the other superstition was 
dead-that" there are practically no Moslem converts to Christian
ity." The mischief of it is that one cannot help being influenced by 
one's own experience, and so one forgets the numbers of people who 
"have been in Moslem lands and know that there are no converts." 
It is the same old trouble of wrong premises. Let me therefore 

, plunge straight into the matter and present facts. 
A "Chance" Meeting.-One day last week, by one of those 

strange coincidences that we sometimes call" chance," four Persian 
men met in my study. One had been a government official, employed 
in various Persian government offices, latterly in the Finance De
partment. The second was a son of a well-known Mujtahid (a doc
tor of the Sacred Uaw of Islam, who has authority to give a judg
ment). The third was a Sa,'llyid (a descendant of the prophet Mo
hammed). His father was the leader of the prayers in the mosque 
in one of the sacred cities. The fourth was an educated servant. 
They had one thing in common: they were all converts to Christian
ity. 

As they spoke with one another, tellinl2: of their experiences, my 
heart burned within me, and I praised God for the Love and Power 
that had brought these men to the feet of the Saviour. I suggested 
that it would be l2:ood to give one another a testimony as to how we 
were brought to Ohrist. I began by t~lling the story of my own con
version as a boy, and how God had let me out to the mission field. 

Then the ex-government official told how, for many years, he 
793 
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had been seeking spiritual satisfaction. He knew he was a sinner, 
but saw no way of escape. (Once a Moslem gets to the realization 
of the fact of sin, the call of Christ makes an irresistible appeal to 
him.) Then a serious illness brought him as an in-patient to the C. 
M. S. Hospital in Isfahan. He there heard the message of the Gos
pel, had talks with missionaries and others, and, at length, accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. He had a difficult time at home. His wife, a 
very strong-minded woman, would have nothing to do with him and 
he had to live in a room by himself in his own home! His wife's 
story, which I heard on another occasion was an interesting side
light on it all. At one time she had seriously planned to poison him, 
hut at length his patience under her lashings, and the steadfastness 
of his faith, together with his undoubted change of life co~vinced 
her, and she too was led to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole 
family at length became Christians, and the "atmosphere "of that 
home was too much even for the lady traveler to whom I have re
ferred. The man is now the pastor in charge of the Persian Chris
tian Church in this town. The distinguished mark of his life is his 
" other worldliness." 

The second man told of how he lived in a town some distance 
from Isfahan and was a teacher in a government school. His fa
ther, now dead, was a well-known Moslem priest and Mujtahid as 
was his brother. A Persian friend introduced him to the New Tes
tament, which he read for some time and, after some· conversa
tions with his friend, he was led out into the light and liberty of the 
Gospel. He spent much time in reading the Scriptures and in prayer 
and preached on two occasions in the mission church. On the third 
occasion, he invited a number of his Moslem friends to be present as 
he wished to give his testimony. He spoke to them freely of his new 
found faith and of the contrast he had found between Christ and 
Mohammed, between the teaching of the Gospel and that of the 
Koran. There was naturally some disturbance, for in this Moslem 
land there is as yet no religious liberty. Some one ran and told his 
brother, the Mulla., who straightaway fainted and on recovering Call 

sciousness, condemned his brother, the "apostate," to death, ac 
cording to the Law of Apostasy in Islam. The young Christian was 
haled before the Governor in whose presence and in the face of the 
strictest cross-examination by the MuUas, he again witnessed to his 
faith in Christ Jesus. The people demanded thllt the Law of A pos
tasy be applied, but at length he was handed over to the police, es
corted to the frontier, and exiled from his country. A few days ago 
he arrived in Isfahan. I cannot disclose the details, but it was a 
heartening experience for a missionary among Moslems to hear that 
man tell what God had been to him in Christ .Tesus. His fearlessness 
and his c11eeriness are a joy to behold. He preached at our service 
for Persian Christians on Sunday and told his story. Then the 
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whole congregation stood and commended him in prayer. He goes 
forth not knowing what awaits him, but with a fair certainty that it 
will mean" bonds and imprisonment." 

The third convert, the Sayyid, came to see me a good while ago, 
when he was a "Divinity student" in one of the Moslem colleges here. 
He came to Isfahan to study Islam under a well-known Moslem 
teacher, but the result is that he lost his faith in Islam altogether. 
He came to talk with me about the teaching of Jesus, but drew back 
at the exclusiveness of His claims. It was hard for a man, brought 
up as he had been in the strictest teaching of the Shari'at, to acknowl
edge that there was "no other Name under heaven, given among men 
whereby he must be saved" but the Name of Jesus. No wonder 
that he was unwilling to accept the word, ' , No man cometh unto the 
:F'ather but by Me." I lost sight of him for a long time, but he was 
surrounded by prayer though he knew it not. A few months ago I 
was accosted on the street by a Sayyid, and though I had only seen 
him once before I was sure that he was the same man for whom we 
had been p"raying. I made an appointment and when he came to see 
me he at once raised the usual objections as to the Deity of our 
Lord. Finally he promised to read a portion of St. John's Gospel 
every day, with a prayer for light, with a vow to God to follow what 
light he saw, and to confess before men if he saw Jesus as his 
Saviour and his God. In a week he was back, convinced and pro
fessing conversion. He has confessed Christ before Christians but 
not, so far as I know, before Moslems. The testimony of the pre
vious speaker clearly impressed and strengthened him, and it is 
possible that before these lines appear in print he will have taken 
all the risks and will have made a public confession in baptism. Out 
here, "public baptism" will mean that within one hour the news will 
be pr6claimed among all the leaders of Islam in this city; his friends 
will mock him and count him unclean; they will refuse to drink out of 
the same vessel that he has used; he will be refused permission to 
enter the public baths or to drink from the public fountains j he wiII 
be called" Apostate" by those who have been proud to be called his 
friend. Public baptism means counting the cost, but it has been done 
over and over again out here. If our old Baptism Register could 
speak it could tell many a talc of what following Christ means to the 
Moslem whose name has now been written in that register, and in 
the "Lamb's Book of Life." 

The fourth man, the servant, told very simply how he had been 
given up as incurable. The doctors had" given him his answer" as 
he expressed it. He came to the mission hospital, and was persuaded 
that prayer was the chief factor in his healing. Another member of 
his family was also healed in a remarkable way. He was convinced 
that in this way God was calling him to faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He responded with his whole being. His wife and son have 
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also been converted and will shortly be baptized. Some weeks ago 
we were leaving the evangelistic service in church, where a large 
number of Moslems had been present. Among them was a m?tlla who 
is a very strong opponent of our work. He acts as a spy to find out 
who are interested, and then he sets to work to try to prevent their 
conversion. This servant, of whom I have been telling, went over to 
the mulla and said, "Friend, you heard a message of grace this morn
ing. Will you respond 1" It takes some courage to speak to a m'ulla 
in that fashion. Something has" cast out fear"! 

The above testimonies show four types of Moslems whom Christ 
Himself has touched and drawn to faith in Him. And what shall I 
say more, for time would fail me to tell of the four hundred and 
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twelve converts from Islam and their children who have been bap
tised in Isfahan in the last forty years, and the smaller numbers in 
some other towns in South Persia, such as Yezd, Kerman, and 
Shirazo. Our brethren in the American Presbyterian Mission could 
add their testimony as to those in the north of Persia who, with like 
faith and courage, have witnessed a good confession to Jesus Christ. 

Wherein lies the supposed impossibility of Moslems coming to a 
saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ~ Is it some imagined weak
ness inherent in the power of the Lord Jesus HimselH Is He able 
to save the American, the Englishman, the Hindu or the Animist, but 
does His power fail when it meets the Moslem 7 Is the Moslem not 
to be reckoned among those "for whom also Jesus Christ died 1" 

Is there some failure in the Gospel itselH We can speak only 
from our own experience of it. I have been a missionary for twenty-
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two years in Nigeria, and on the north-west Frontier of India, and in 
Persia, and in all these places I have seen Moslems who have come 
under the spell of the Love of God in Christ Jesus, and have been 
won to Christ. I look back on a day, three years ago, when on one 
occasion I baptised fifteen Persian men, mostly converts from Islam j 
a few were from Bahaism and one was a Zoroastrian. On one day 
last year even this record was broken, and this year we h~1Ve mor~ 
candidates for baptism than ever in the history of the work out here. 

What is the scereU There is no secret. We are simply trying 
to fulfil the terms of our commission: "Preach the Gospel to every 
creature." We avoid barren controversial methods. We were not 
sent to criticise Islam or any other faith, but to "preach the GospeL" 
So we go forth with the Word of God in our hands and we preach the 
Gospel as we find it therein. We are proving that it is "the power 
of God unto salvation, unto everyone that believeth"-unto the Mos
lem as well as unto men of other faiths. We have no new Gospel for 
the Moslem. We preach to him Christ Jesus, God's only begotten 
Son, crucified, risen, ascended, reigning, returning. We dilute noth
ing. We keep back nothing. Our chief literature is the Word of 
God. We try, and fail badly, as we ourselves will most readily con
fess, to practice fully what we preach but our aim is to let the Mos
lem "see Jesus." Our hospitals and schools are meant to be an 
expression of the Gospel. These, and all our other missionary work, 
are primarily "evangelistic" in their aim. In every department of 
our work we are out to "do the work of an evangelist. " We preach 
in faith, expecting that God will win souls, believing that He is able 
to save to the uttermost all that come to Him through Jesus Christ. 
And we append our testimony that God is true to His word and to 
His promise. 

In all this we rejoice to recognize the splendid service of the 
Persian Christia~s, for humanly speaking, without their fellowship 
and testimony this work could never have been done. We are an one 
in Christ Jesus. 

MOHAMMEDANISM AND OHlUSTIANITY 

W HY IS not the Koran as good as the Bible 1 Why is not the be
lief in one God according to Mohammed, just as helpful to hu
manity as the Gospel of Christ? 

Mohammedanism denies Christianity as revealed by Christ: 
It is monotheism without the Christ of God, and, therefore, with

out the God of Christ. Jesus of the Koran is a character obscured by 
more dominant personalities. Mohammed denies His Deity and atone
ment on the cross and His resurrection and ascension. 

The Islamizing of a people is a misfortune. The only thing that 
can overcome the power of Islam is the power of Christ. 
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Yusuf Atiyeh-A Product in Syria 
BY REV. W. G. GREENSLADE, BEIRUT, SYRIA 

M;ss;onary of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 

ON A STORMY night in February, 1865, a young Syrian took 
refuge in the home of Dr. Henry H. Jessup in Beirut. He 
came from a village in the Northern Lebanon, near rrripoli. 

His father and mother were Maronites and had turned him out of 
doors because of his leaning towards the teaching of Protestant mis
sionaries. When he made his way to Beirut, where his brother lived, 
the brother, too, drove him away because he persisted in reading his 
New Testament. Then Yusuf Atiyeh walked the streets until, at mid
night, he found the home of Dr. Jessup, the young Christian mission
ary from America. 

At almost the same time, a Mohammedan from Damascus was in 
prison in Beirut on the charge of having become a Christian; and 
it was reported that two others had been put to death in Damascus 
for the same "crime." This coincidence had a remarkable effect 
upon the homeless young Lebanese, and was the beginning of an 
experience which led him, years later, to be the means of presenting 
Christian truth to multitudes of Moslems. 

On May 25th of this year (1926) Yusuf Deeb Atiyeh died in 
Tripoli, Syria, at the age of ninety-four years. He was known to 
only a small circle of friends; but his book "Sweet First Fruits" 
(the first of several anonymously published books) is known where
ever there are missions to Moslems. He was a modest, humble man 
who hid himself completely that Christ might live through him. 

The first Arabic edition of B akura or "Sweet First }~ruits" was 
published in Leipsic, and was considered so valuable that it was 
translated into English by Sir William Muir, for use in Mohamme
dan countries where Arabic is not well understood. 

It was placed on sale in Egypt and some copies reached Syria. 
The first Arabic edition being soon exhausted, it was reprinted by 
the missionaries in Egypt in an inexpensive form and has since been 
translated into Persian and some of the languages of India. A 
young Moslem effendi told Dr. Jessup that he was led to accept 
Christ as his Saviour by reading a copy in the Azhar University in 
Cairo. 

Sir William Muir said, in his preface to the English transla
tion: "It is a work, in many respects, the most remarkable of its 
kind which has appeared in the present day. It may take the high
est rank in apologetic literature, being beyond question one of the 
most powerful treatises on the claims of Christianity that has ever 
been addressed to the Mohammedan world." 

798 
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Atiyeh's second book, "Minar ul Hoc," was pronounced superior 
to the first and other good volumes followed, but none are so widely 
and so favorably known as "Sweet First Fruits." 

But whatever may be said of the persuasiveness of the pen of 
Yusup Atiyeh may be said with double force of the persuasiveness 
of his life. He began his study of Arabic under the direction of an 
uncle, who was secretary of the Emir Beshir Shehab, a powerful 
feudal lord of the Lebanon. He continued a student throughout his 
life and attained an unusual knowledge of both the Bible and the 
Koran, and could repeat most of ,...---~----' -----~....,., 
the latter from memory. After be
coming a Protestant Christian, he 
was given a theological training 
and, for many years, was pastor of 
village churches in the Lebanon 
and other parts of Syria. While 
engaged in this work in obscure 
places, he began the literary work 
which carded his influence into 
many lands and to peoples of 
many tongues. 

But his activities were not all 
of the study. After serving the 
church in Horns for two years, he 
went to Safita where he built a 
church and a manse; then he 
moved to Beirut, where he also 
built a church and a manse; then 
he was called to several other YUSEF ATIYEH. SYRIAN PREACHER AND 

AUTHOR 
places in succession. Though not 
ordained, he became known as a persuasive preacher and a winsome 
pastor. Later he was placed in charge of the mission bookstore in 
Tripoli and found more opportunity for study, and became a close 
student of the Hadith, or :Mohammedan tradition. Finally he was 
released from all other duties to g'ive his full time to literary work. 

When the W orId 'Val' broke out, Atiyeh was an old man, over 
eighty years of age, but he was still busily engaged in writing Chris
tian literature for Moslems. The Turkish authorities searched his 
house and when they found the manuscript of his latest book, a criti
cism of the Hadith, they took him to prison in Beirut. where they 
kept him several days, and then haled him before the military court. 
Some of his friends pleaded for the clemency of the court on the 
ground that the old man was a harmless dotard, but Yusuf Atiyeh 
was unwilling to be released on such a plea. He proclaimed to the 
court that he, Yusuf Deeb Atiyeh, was the author of the book in 
question, that he was no dotard, and that he had written it. out of 
love for his brother Moslems. The court sentenced him to two 
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years' imprisonment. "Later he was again brought before the court 
and was told that for some reason he had been released. Imagine the 
astonishment of the court when he immediately knelt down before 
the officials and offered a prayer of thanksgiving and a petition to 
God on behalf of the court which had tried'him. 

As Atiyeh arose from his knees the president of the court re
covered from his amazement sufficiently to say: 

"Are you not going to pray for the Sultan, and for the superior 
court in Damascus? And are you not going to thank us for our 
clemency in releasing you?" 

Atiyeh's anSWer was: "I give thanks to none but my Heavenly 
Father who has heard my prayers and the petitions of my mauy 
brethren who have been praying for my release. God has heard and 
has broken my bounds. " 

During his long life of distinguished service, Mr. Atiyeh was 
known to all as "Muallim Yusuf," the same title that is given to the 
simplest village teacher, or to a carpenter or mason. It never trou
bled him that he was denied honors and emoluments, or that his name 
did not appear on the title page of any of his books. It was enough 
for him that he was doing a needed work for his Lord. 

During most of his life it was not even possible to print his books 
in Syria, and they could be circulated only wi"th great caution. At 
the outbreak of the war, the American Press in Beirut had actually 
printed the first part of his latest book, but conditions were so un
certain that it was deemed wisest to ship the printed sheets to Eng
land, where they still are. The publication of this book has never 
been completed. 

The last few years were years of peaceful waiting. The pastor 
of the church in Tripoli says: "For the past ten years every time 
I have asked him 'How are you~' his answers have been confident. 
Sometimes he would say, 'I am ready'; sometimes' Mttka'ab' (shod 
as for a journey); sometimes' Mushayil' (i. e. with the kit slung over 
the shoulder, ready to set out); sometimes, 'Longing to be with my 
Lord.' " 

Nothing better could be said about the passing of Yusuf Atiyeh 
than to use words which he put in the mouths of two of the charac
ters in "Sweet First Fruits." Ahmad Effendy al Cotely had just 
made the public confession of his faith in Christ, and was speaking 
of Y ohanna Gheiyur, whose tract had first led him to study Chris
tian truth: 

"What do we not owe the writer of that beautiful epistle that 
guided us to the truth! Would that he had lived, and had seen the 
fruits of his work." 

"Yes," answered Ahmed; "but he will see them in a more glo
rious way. in the presence of his Lord. The righteous pass away, but 
their fruits die not. They shall reap the harvest they have sown in 
that day when not a single grain shall fall to the ground." 
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EDITED BY MRs. E. C. CRONK, 721 MUHLENBERG BLDG., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Methods and Materials for Studying 
the Moslem World 

"A Moslem World, undergoing 
'such varied, such extensive, such pro
found and such momentous changes, 
is of supreme interest and concern to 
all Christendom. The attention of 
Christians is to-day riveted on Islam 
as at no time since Moslem invasion 
·of Europe. Seven out of eight 
Moslems Jive under flags of Christian 
nations. The threatened and impend
ing disintegration of Islam calls for 
an adequate substitute. Only Christ 
.and His program can meet the 
need."* 

Never before have our churches had 
such an opportunity for mission 
study. Never in all the yesterdays of 
the world has there been any situation 
comparable to "The Moslem World 
·To-day. " 

It is true, also, that never has there 
'been available as adequate literature 
for mission study as is offered this 
year for the study of the Moslem 
World. 

To begin with, we have" Musa",' 
published by the Missionary Educa
tion Movement, which furnishes an 
adequate course for primary children, 
prepared by Mary Entwistle and 
. Jeanette Perkins. 

For Juniors, the materials are un
usually good. The Junior book, 
published by_ the Central Committee 
for the United Study of Foreign Mis
'sions, is "Two Young Arabs"', by 
A. E. and S. M. Zwemer. The booklet, 
'''How to Use Two Young Arabs," 
·contains suggestions for the course, 
together with seven patterns for 

'handwork drawn by Maude Evelyn 
Bradley. The course is arranged for 

• (Statement from tlt-e Jerusalem (Jonference 
.;;1924.) 

lPrice. paper 50 cents, cloth 75 cents. 
2Prlce, paper 50 cents. cloth 75 cents. 

the boys and girls to make a trip 
through Moslem lands. Fascinating 
"Tourist Tickets" are printed with 
coupons covering Arabia, India, 
Persia, North Africa, Egypt and 
Jerusalem, priced at the low rate of 
10 cents per dozen, so that leaders 
may have them for all the boys and 
girls. There are also "Modes of 
Travel Cut-outs" to be furnished to 
each young tourist. A camel for the 
.iourney across Arabia, an elephant 
for India, a prancing horse for Persia, 
a Nile boat for Africa, and a donkey 
on which to enter Jerusalem. Pat
terns for the six cut-outs are printed 
on one sheet. 

Poster Patterns on MO'slem Lands," 
by Maude Evelyn Bradley, are de
signed especially for "Two Young 
Arabs" but may be used in connection 
with any book on Islam. They are to 
be made in the popular cut paper 
work, and furnish valuable educa
tional occupation for the makers as 
well as a colorful addition to the wall 
program. 

"Friends of the Caravan Trails",' 
by Elizabeth Harris, is a book for 
teachers of Juniors. It records, with 
the subject matter, the actual teach
ing experiences of the author with a 
group of Junior boys and girls . 

A valuable addition to the 
materials on the year's theme is to 
be found in Set. No.1 of the World 
Friendship Pictures. This set in
cludes four beautiful colored pic
tures, eleven by fourteen inches, 
drawn by Fannie Warren, the artist 
who designed" The Children of Many 
Lands" posters. Included in the set 
are pictures of Moslem children in 
India, Egypt, Persia and Arabia. 
These pictures may be used in con-

aprice, 50. cents a set. 
4Price, paper 50. cents, cloth 75 cents. 

5 8()1 
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nection with the primary or junior 
books, or for independent missionary 
and world friendship p,rograms in 
week-day and Sunday-schools. 

Unusually good pictures are avail
able in picture sheets. The Missionary 
Education Movement has four twelve 
page picture sheet· folders contain
ing pictures of Moslem lands, each 
with a short description. They may 
be used for making posters, scrap 
books, albums, wall friezes or in 
various other ways. 

Among the other pictures that are 
helpful in the course is the set en
titled "The J1 oslem World in Picture 
and Story"," including a set of six 
pictdres, eleven by fourteen inches, 
in sepia, showing scenes from Persia 
and Syril,t. 

The National Geographic Maga
zine" is rich in picture materials 
which may be used in connection with 
the study of the :l\foslem world. The 
following pictures will be found in 
the files as indicated. 

The following list is quoted from 
"Friends of the Caravan Trails" by permis
sion of the Friendship Press. 

Egypt 

The route over which Moses led the 
Children of Israel out of Egypt. Dec. 1909. 
75 cents. 

The barrage of the Nile. Feb., 1910. 75 
cents. 

Sunrise and sunset from Mt. Sinai. Dec., 
1912. o. p. 

Reconstruction of Egypt's history. Sept., 
1!H3. o. p. 

Aloug the Nile through Egypt and the 
Sudan. Oct. 1922. o. p. 

At the tomb of Tutankhamen. May, 1923. 
o. p. 

Egypt, past and present. May, 1923. 50 
eents. 

Crossing the untraversed Libyan Desert. 
Sept., 1924. 50 cents. 

Cairo to Capetown overland. Feb., 1925. 
50 cents. 

The land of Egypt. March, 1926. 50 
cents. 

liPrice. 25 cents each. 
'Publip,bed by the Presbyterian Board of 

Foreign Missions, 60 cents a set. 
, '7The issues may be borrowed from, p-ubIfc 

Hbraries or may be ordered from the NaUona) 
Geographic Ma~azine. Washington, D. C., ex;" 
cept of course t4os_e ~hat are marked "0. p.", out 
of print; 

Arabia 

One thousand miles of railway built for 
pilgrims, not dividends. Feb., 1909. o. p. 

Arabia, the desert of the sea. Dec., 1909. 
75 cents. 

Notes on Oman. Jan., 1911. o. p. 
The Mystic N edjef, the Shia Mecca. Dec., 

1914. 50, cents. 
Mecca, the mystic. April, 1917. .50 cents. 
The flower of Paradise. Aug., 1917. 50 

cents. 
The rise of a new Arab nation. Nov., 

1919. 50 cents. 
A visit to three Arab kingdoms. May, 

1923. 50 cents. 

Palestine 

The sacred ibis and cemetery· and jackal 
catacombs in Abydes. Sept., 1913, o. p. 

Village life~ in the Holy Land. March, 
1914. 50 cents. 

Impressions of Palestine. 1farch, 1915. 
0, p. 

Jerusalem locust plague. Dec., 1915. 50 
rents. 

A n old jewel in the proper setting. Oct., 
]918. o. P. 

The last Israelitish blood sacrifice. Jan. 
1920. 50 cents, 

For intermediates, there is a hand
book entitled "Lands of the Mina
ret",S by Nina Rowland Gano, 
containing a series of programs on 
various phases of Moslem life and 
missionary work in Moslem lands~ 
with suggestions for projects of serv
ice, worship, and dramatization in 
addition to background material on 
the Mcslem world. Mrs. Gano tried 
out her programs with a group of 
intermediates in her own church. 

"Tales from Moslem La.nds"" is a 
pamphlet of hero stories for leaders 
to tell in connection with the course 
on "Lands of the Minaret" or other
courses for intermediates. 

Maude Bradley has enriched the· 
supply of art designs with a "Cut-out 
Sheet of Moslem Types, "'0 giving 
sketches illustrating the racial variety 
within Islam to be colored, cut out 
and pasted on any large map of 
Moslem lands. 

For young people and adults there 
are three new books. "Ymtnq Islam 
on Trek"," by Basil Mathews, 

!!Price, paper, 50 cents. 
9Price, paper, 50 cents. 
lOPrice. 10 cents. 
l1Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cents. 
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sketches the rise and spread of Islam 
and shows how the life of Moham
medan countries is being thrown into 
turmoil by the impact of modern 
Western civilization and by the re
lease of new spiritual forces. 

The adult study book, published by 
the Central Committee for the United 
Stu d y of Foreign Missions, is 
"Jioslem Women",'2 by A. E. and 
S . .:\[ Zwemer. It would be impos
sible to find two authors of larger 
experience and more understanding 
insight into Moslem conditions than 
Dr. and Mrs. Zwemer. 

In the book "The Moslem Faces the 
Futw'e"/" by T. H. P. Sailer, As
sociate in Religious Education of 
Teachers' College, Columbia Uni
versity, we have a book for study 
and discussion groups based largely 
on fresh mat~rials concerning .the 
dommant socral, educational and 
religious movements througho~t the 
Mo~lem W ~rld, f~rnished by ex
perIenced mISSIOnanes in the several 
countries. 

There are three maps available for 
the year's study in addition to the 
missionary map of the world: 

A Wall ]Wap ot the Moslem World" 
in two colors, about 33 x 48 in. sho~
ing important places and distribution 
c.f l\Ioslem population. 

A large Ou,tline ,tlap of the Moslem 
~VorlclF' for wall use, about 28 x 32 
Inches. 

Small Outline Maps!6 are available 
for individual use. Size 11 :x 14 
inches. 

With such an array of helps our 
churches should have an unusually 
succes,~flll year of mission study, and 
schools of missions should flourish 
el!-r.olling members of all ages. Ad: 
dItIOnal books for reading are listed 
in the Bibliography of the various 
study b~oks. A reading program for 
an entrre congregation may be 
planned beginning with the stories 
which mothers read aloud to their 

~Pr~ce, cloth. 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 
Pr!ce, cloth, $1.00; paper. 60 cents. 

14PrIce, 60 cents. 
nprice, 25 cents. 
16Price, 25 cents. 

children and including every member 
of the congregation. 

A QUOTATION MEETING 

To acquaint a larger number of 
people with worth while words that 
are being spoken and written is an 
opportunity and a challenge to mis
sionary leadership. 

. Quotations from books and maga
zInes. may make an interesting 
meetmg or a feature of a meeting. 
The q.uotations may be selected by a 
commIttee or by individuals and 
typed on separate sheets to be read 
by different members. The wide 
sea~ch. through books, reports, and 
perIodIcals will be valuable. .An 
entire meeting may be devoted profit
ably to the reading and discussion of 
quotations, or ten minutes of a Sun
day-schcol or class session or other 
~e~ting) may be thus empl'oyed. In
dlVld:uals may be appointed to read 
certam books or magazines and 
present striking quotations from 
the.m, or the quotations may be type
WrItten and passed around, or printed 
on posters. 

'.' Islam is the only one of the great 
relIgIOns to come after Christianity; 
the only one that definitely claims to 
correc.t, complete and supersede 
Christi~nity; the only one that 
categOrIcally denies the truth of 
~hristianity; .the only one that has, 
I~ t?e past, SIgnally defeated Chris
tr.amty; the only one that seriously 
dIsputes the world with Christianity· 
the only one that, in several part~ 
of the ~o!ld, is to-day forestalling 
and gammg on Christianity. "
QUOTED BY CANON GAIRDNER, IN "The 
Rebuke of Islam." 

"The Koran is a declaration of 
war against all mankind. Its last 
chapter is a legacy of implacable ani
mosity against the human race-out
side Islam. "-DEAN WILMAN. 

"Islam saw God but not man' 
s::w the claims of deity but not th~· 
rIghts. of humanity; saw authority 
but faIled to see freedom-therefore 
hardened into despotism, stiffened in~ 
to formalism, and sank into death. 
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Mohammed teaches a God above us; 
Moses teaches a God above us and yet 
with us; Jesus Christ teaches God 
above us, God with us and God in 
US."-JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE. 

"Islam presents, even after the 
World War, the abolition of the 
Caliphate, and the present struggle 
for the possession of Mecca, a solidar
ity of organization unparalleled by 
any other non-Christian religion." 
-A. E. AND S. M. ZWEMER in "Moslem 
.. Vomen." 

"One seventh of all the children in 
the world live under the shadow of 
the crescent in the lands of Islam .. 
. . . . A conservative estimate based on 

the total Moslem world population 
gives the number of children under 
fourteen yea.rs of age at over 80,000,-
000 ...... The long unbroken line of 
Moslem children, if, they stood to
gether holding hands, would stretch 
exactly twice around the globe's 
circumference. "-A. E. AND S. M. 
ZWEMER in "Moslem Women." 

, 'Moslem minds are opening to new 
ideas and impressions. Moslems are 
reading more widely and are study
ing the science of the West. Many 
are no longer content with the old 
Koranic laws in regard to women, 
and insist on education for both boys 
and girls. Out of this ferment, change 
and revolution, nations are literally 
leaping into new life.' '-w. WILSON 

CASH. 

"Probably the greatest work 
Christian Missions have done in Mo
hammedan lands is to present in life 
and deed the fruits of Christianity. 
Hospitals, schools, relief of poverty, 
and integrity and honor in daily life 
have presented a new idea of service, 
religion, and manhood.' '-w. A. 

SHEDD. 

"We must either give up missions 
to Moslems or go to them with the 
old Bible, the whole Bible, the 
martyr's faith. Anything else will 
only confirm them in opposition to 
Christianity. "-ST. CLAIR TISDALL. 

" The spirit of these Moslems is 
~ntirely different from what it used 

to be. In the old days they came to 
argue and controvert and insisted on 
doing so. 'L'o-day .... one is able to 
preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ freely and plainly .... without 
fear of interruption. "-w. T. FAIR

MAN. 

"It is said that at the Lucknow 
Conference several years ago there 
were present five Christian clergy
men who formerly had been Moslems. 
At one time or another during the 
Conference each of them bore his in
dividual testimony that the first thing 
which had drawn him toward Christ 
was kindness shown him by some 
Christian." -A MISSIONARY . 

"There can be no doubt that the 
unity of Islam is rapidly dissolving. 
The whole outlook upon life is chang
ing. Strong nationalism, developing 
in .each separate Moslem country, is 
bringing about disruption and divi
sion .... The dream of world conquest 
by the sword, furthermore, is at an 
end. The penetration from without 
i~ going on steadily, but the great 
br('ak in Islam is from within. The 
caliphate has ceased to be the rally
ing centre."-A. E. AND S. M. ZWEMER 

in "l\Ioslem Women." 
"Islam has struck its tents and is 

again on the march. The evidence is 
too clear to be discussed with a light 
heart. Western civilization and Islam 
are entering one of those great periods 
of readjustment the like of which has 
not been seen for three centuries and 
Western civilization is prostrate and 
divided."-New Y'ork World. 

"The sword of Mohammed and the 
Koran are the most stubborn op
ponents of civilization, liberty and 
truth the world has ever known."
SIR WILLIAM MUIR. 

LOCATING THE MOSLEM: POPULA. 
TION 

Ten minutes with a map and a few 
charts will enable a leader to help a 
class or an audience to locate the Mo
hammedans of the world. Follow the 
display of the map with the entrance 
of six boys and girls. The first should 
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carry a chart on which is printed in 
large, clear figures: 

Total Moslem Population of the 
World, 234,814,989 

This may be printed or pasted on 
an outline map of the world. After 
the audience has had time to read 
the chart, the leader may take a 
moment for fuller statements. Five 
other boys or girls may follow in 
order, representing the continents. 
Each should carry a chart giving the 
name of the continent represented 
and the Moslem population. These 
may be printed on plain cardboard or 
superimposed on outline maps of the 
continents: 

North America 
11,000 

South America 
193,429 

Australia and Polynesia 
40,000 
Europe 

17,789,937 
Africa 

59,444,397 
Asia and Islands 

157,336,206 

The boys or girls who carry the 
charts may give interesting facts con
cerning them. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

In a similar manner, the important 
dates of Islam may be presented. 

One person may carry a chart with 
the date, 

570-Birth of Mohammed, 

and may say, as it is displayed, "You 
must remember me if you want to 
pass an intelligence test on l\Ioslem 
affairs. I am the year of l\'[ohammed 's 
birth-570. ,,+ 

On the second chart should be 
printed 

622-The Hegira 

The bearer Df this chart announces 
"Our year 622 is the beginning of 
years for Moslems. Their calendar 
reads A. H. for Anno Hegirae instead 
of A. D., marking the Hegira, Moham
med's flight from Mecca to Medina." 

·The figures "670" in the book "Moslem 
Women" are aD error in prInting, 

Other dates which may be similarly 
presented are: 

632-Death of Mohammed 
636-Jerusalem taken 
640-Conquest of Egypt 
642-Moslem Conquest of Persia 

1453-Capture of Constantinople 

Other dates may be added as de
sired. "The Moslem Faces the 
Future", by T. H. P. Sailer, contains 
a very good historical chart, showing 
contemporaneous happenings in the 
various main areas of the Moslem 
world, from the birth of Mohammed 
to the present. 

If an elaborate presentation of 
dates is desired, twelve -persons may 
represent the twelve Moslem lands, 
and present the dates in the chrono
logical order showing contempo
raneons happenings as given in this 
chart. 

TAKING TESTS 

This is an age of tests. Make the 
most of them in mission study. If 
you do not think it advisable to 
plnnge the average adult class into 
abject humiliation and despair by 
giving them the tests prepared for 
adults, begin with Dne prepared for 
juniors. The average adult of the 
average church may retain self-re
spect but will have no cause for un
seemly pride after taking one of these 
tests suggested for juniors. 

Two good True and False Tests 
are given on pages 33-38, "Friends of 
the Caravan Trails." 

Dr. T. H. P. Sailer has prepared 
under the title "Tests on the Moslem 
World," some exceptionally good 
tests fOT special use with his book, 
"The Moslem Faces the Future." 
There is also a set of very interesting 
general tests called "What Do You 
Know About the Moslem World 1"'" 
which will be effective for groups 
studying any of the books on the 
theme. Two sections from the latter 
set of tests are here suggested. 

• Leaders may secure printed copies of both 
sets of tests and an answer key for the latter 
by application to denominationa1 literature 
headQ uarters. 
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A SINGLE-CHOICE TEST 

Instructions: In each of the follow
ing groups of statements put a cross 
after the number of the statement 
that you consider to be the correct 
one. 

I. A sheik is; 
a well· dressed young lover (1) 
a Turkish government official (2) 
a man of influence because of 

age, experience, or religious 
training (3) 

a pilgrim of the Holy Places (4) 

II. Fa tima is: 
a common Oriental disease (1) 
a fine tobacco originating in 

Turkey (2) 
the Qneen of Sheba (3) 
a favorite daughter of Mo· 

hammed (4) 

III. The Taj Mahal is: 
a famous mosque ill Constan· 

tiilOple (1) 
the Egyptian national antbem (2) 
the title of the Emperor of 

India (3) 
a celebrated marble tomb (4) 

IV. A harem is: 
a kind of bloomers worn by 

Oriental ladies (1) 
the wife (or wives) of a 

Moslem household, or the 
section where she and the 
other womenfolk Jive (2) 

the half dozen wives of a Mo· 
hammedan (3) 

a peculiar dance restricted to 
women (4) 

V. A millaret is: 
a sacred place where people 

pray (1) 
an Oriental house·top (2) 
a tower used in caIling prayer (3) 
a dome with a spire . ( 4) 

VI. A shah is: 
an Arabic exclamation of reo 

gret (1) 
the supreme rnler in Persia (2) 
a rich young gallant (3) 
the supreme ruler in Turkey ( 4) 

VII. A caliph is: 
a Mohammedan high priest (1) 
a supreme judge ill theological 

disputes (2) 
tne Mohammedan ruler recog· 

nized as paramount (3) 
the Mohammedan pope ( 4) 

VIII. Mecea is: 
a world· famous tobacco town 

in Arabia (1) 

an oasis in the heart of Arabia 
which symbolizes paradise (2) 

another name for Heaven 
among Mohammedans (3) 

pilgrimage center of the 
Moslem world (4) 

IX. The majority of the people in 
Jerusalem are: 

Mohammedans (1) 
Christians (2) 
Jews (3) 

X. The majority of the people in the 
Holy Land are: 

Mohammedans (1) 
Christians (2) 
Jews (3) 

XI. Mohammedans date their calendar 
from: 

Mohammed's first great mili· 
tary victory (1) 

the birth of Mohammed (2) 
the death of Mohammed (3) 
Mohammed's flight fro m 

Mecca (4) 
the birth of Christ (5) 

XII. J eSlls' earthly life was cut short 
at the age of thirty·three, but 
Mohammed's life was longer by 
about: 

5·l(} years (1) 
15·2,5 years (2) 
25·35 years (3) 
35·45 years (4) 
45·50 years (5) 

XIII. When Moslems pray, whether in 
India ~r Morocco, in Russia or 
in South Africa, they always 
face: 

toward exact east (1) 
toward a certain small locality 

in Arabia . (2) 
toward Constantinople (3) 
toward the place on the 

horizon (shiftillg according 
to the season) where the sun 
actually rises ( 4) 

XIV. Irllq is an alternate name for: 
Syria (1) 
Palestine (2) 
Mesopotamia (3) 
Arabia (4) 

XV. The Koran is about the size of: 
the New Testament (1) 
the Old Testament (2) 
the whole Bible (3) 
much longer than the Bible (4) 

XVI. Mohammed lived about the year: 
(Underline correct date) 

500 B. C., 100 B. G., 1 A. D., 
20() A. D., 500 A. D., 600 
A. D., .700 A. D., 800 A. D., 
1000 A. D. 
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A CORRECT MATCHING TEST 

1. The great cities listed in the first 
column below are famous 
throughout the Mohammedan 
world. Place the number of 
each before the name of the 
country in the second column 
to which it belongs. Draw a 
circle around the numbers of 
'which you are sure. 

( 1) 
( 2) 

( 3) 
( 4) 

( 5) 
( 6) 
( 7) 
( 8) 
( 9) 
(10) 
(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 

II. 

( 1) 
( 2) 
( 3) 
( 4) 
( 5) 
( 6) 
( 7) 
( 8) 
( 9) 
(10) 

[II. 

Constantinople India 
Baghdad Soviet R u s s i a 

(Turkestan) 
Damascus Persia 
Delhi French Sudan (West 

Africa) 
Cairo Syria 
Tehran Egypt 
Angora Anglo·Egyptian Sudan 
Timbuktu Mesopotamia 
Khartum Afghanistan 
Mosul Turkey 
Bukhara Morocco 
Singapore British Malaysia 
Fez 
Kabul 

Many of the greatest ruined 
cities of ancient history now 
being excavated are in Moslem 
lands. Place the number of 
the city before the name of 
the country to which it be
longs. Draw a circle around 
those numbers of which you 
are sure. 

Jerusalem 
Carthage 
Ephesus 
Babylon 
Memphis 
Samaria 
Persepolis 
Palmyra 
Thebes 
Antioch 

Mesopotamia 
Turkey 
Palestine 
Tunis 
Egypt 
Persia 
Syria 

The follOWing great living 
Moslem leaders and statesmen 
are famous throughout the en
tire Moslem world and are 
mentioned repeatedly in our 
American newspapers. Num
ber as previously. 

(1) Mustapha Egypt 
Kemal 

(2) Emir Feisal Persia 
(3) Abd el Krim Arabia 
(4) Zaghlul Pasha Mesopotamia 
(5) Riza Khan India 
(6) Ibn Saud Turkey 
(7) Shaukat Ali Morocco 

SILENT MESSAGES 

Frequently the messages which are 
given in silence are most impressive. 
At one of the summer conferences, 
two young women, dressed in Moslem 
costume, entered, each carrying a 
sheet of cardboard. On one was 
printed ISLAM IS and on the other 
ISLAM TEACHES. Following them, 
eight other girls entered, one at a 
time, carrying charts which completed 
the two sentences: 

ISLAM IS 

The youngest of the wor}d's great re
ligions. 

Six hundred years younger than Chris· 
tianity. 

A religion of in tolerance. 
The religion of one seventh of the human 

race. 
ISLAM TEACHES 

" There is no God but God and Mohammed 
is the Prophet of God." 

That God "created half of humanity for 
hell and cares not." 

That "God misleads whom He will and 
whom He will He guides." 

That polygamy has divine approval. 

The two girls who entered first 
stood on opposite sides on elevations 
sufficiently high that the eight girls 
who entered in order following them 
placed their· charts, one at a time, 
underneath to complete the sentence. 
As each sentence was completed, the 
girls stepped to the side, four on one 
side and four on the other side, until 
the audience had time to read all of 
the sentences and understand their 
significance. There was perfect silence 
followed by a special prayer for the 
Moslem world and for missions to 
Moslems. 
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THE SOUL'S SINCERE DESIRE senting different parts of China met 
ATTAINED at Kuling was the real work begun. 

CORA E. SIMPSON, R. N. At that time plans for the grading and 
registering of Schools of Nursing', 

Yes, it is a wonderful story, but with a uniform curriculum and sys
the thrilling thing about it all is that tem of examinations with one nursing 
it is all beautifully true and it proves diploma for China were mapped out 
without a doubt that there is abso- and adopted. Miss Gage was elected 
lutely no limit to what God can and President and under her leadership 
will do for the individual willing to the first schools of nursing werfl 
trust and follow all the way He leads. registered and the first National Con-

lt has been said that the record of ference was held in Shanghai in 1914. 
the Nurses Association of China for At this conference the Chinese word 
the past dozen years is unsurpassed by for" nurse" was adopted and has 
any nursing organization in any land since passed into the language of the 
at any time in the world's history of people. The first examinations were 
nursing. Nursing in China was or- held in 1915 and the diploma secured 
ganized, developed, and brought to by two men and one woman. 
its present state of high professional 
efficiency by missionary nurses and The difficulties of the early days 
when the Chinese graduate nurses seemed almost unsurmountable. The 
take over the work of the entire or- nurses were far separated and travel 
ganization, as we fully expect them was difficult, dangerous and expensive. 
to do within this generation, the work There were many dialects and the 
will continue to be in the hands of work was looked upon as "work fit 
strong, skillful, Christian nurses, only for coolies." There were no 
who will carry out the high ideals of books written or translated into the 
Florence Nightingale, the Queen of language, so is it any wonder the de
all nurses, and adapt them to meet velopment was slow during the first 
the needs of their own people. few years 1 

China with her four hundred and A few schools had been registered, a 
fifty million, where live one fourth of few more nurses graduated, a few 
the world's population and where one books translated and a few more mem
third of the world's babies are born, bers added but when we met in con
and where the need for nurses is so . ference at Hankow in 1922 we had a 
desperate, presents one of the most membership o£ only one hundred and 
inviting fields of service found in any thirty-two. In the beginning the 
land today. I am sure any member membership had to be composed of 
of the Nurses Association of China foreign members but the time seemed 
would join me in saying: ''It is ripe for the "advance work among 
great to· be out where the fight is so our Chinese people." At that meet
strong, To be where the heaviest ing the constitution was remodeled to 
troops belong, In this fight for God meet the needs of the growing organ
and man" where the work is so ization, a Committee on Nursing Edu
difficult but so soul-satisfying and cation was established with Miss Gage 
the love of a great people the reward. as Chairman and a General Secretary 

The Nurses Association of China was elected who should give her full 
was organized in 1909 but not until time to the work of the Association. 
1912 when a special committee reprec As soon as the request· of the Nurses 

808· 
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Association of China was granted by 
her Board and she was released from 
her position as Superintendent of 
Nurses at the Magaw Hospital, Foo
chow, the General Secretary entered 
on her duties. 

At the time- the Association prop
erty consisted of a small case, a few 
papers, a small typewriter table, a 
decrepit, useless, old typewriter, no 
office staff, an almost empty treasury, 
the only income the annual fees paid 
by the members, a loyal Executive 
Committee who with the membership 
believed that "with God nothing is 
impossible" and that He had a place 
for our Nurses Association of China. 

The first two years the office and 
property were kept in the Secretary's 
bedroom. The Secretary was sent by 
the Executive Committee to visit all 
the nurses' and schools of nursing in 
China. Through this nation-wide 
campaign and visitation the nurses be
came vitally interested in the work of 
the Association and a strong, loyal 
membership was built up through 
which future important programs 
for the Association were successfullv 
carried out. This travel took the Se~
retary into all kinds of out-of-the-way 
places. Hundreds of hospitals have 
been visited and addresses delivered. 
Over one thousand beds have been 
slept in and over sixty thousand miles 
travelled. The ever-increasing corre
spondence has been carried on by the 
Secretary, late and early, on trains or 
boats, or in Chinese inns wherever and 
whenever she could get time. About 
twenty-five thousand letters have been 
cared for. We do not have a budget 
today but God has cared for us and 
we have lacked nothing. We have 
never been in debt and have always 
had a few dollars balance. Whenever 
we need anything we send out a call 
for prayer and God has always" dealt 
bountifully with us. " 

The first fruits of this labor were 
shown in the Canton Conference in 
1924 when for the first time in our 
history our Chinese nurses were with 
us in large numbers-half of the dele
gates being Chinese nurses-and Chi-

nese was the language of the Confer
ence. We had reached a membership 
of 518, had been admitted to member
ship in the International Council of 
Nurses and all departments of the 
work were growing so rapidly that it 
was decided we must plan for a Head
quarters Building to meet the Asso
ciation needs. It was decided also that 
delegates should be sent to the next 
International Council of Nurses Con
gress to be held in Finland in July 
1925. 

In the early days we had some help 
from the China Medical Board for the 
translation work but that was stopped 
just in the midst of this advance work. 
Again God has cared for us. Books 
have been translated by our members 
and friends. We have published over 
thirty new books and revised and re
published all the old ones, :put over 
thirteen million pages of nursing text
books through the press, sold over 
fourteen thousand dollars' worth of 
our books in 1925 and closed the year 
with a small balance in hand. Our 
Nurses Journal-published in both 
English and Chinese-the only one in 
China-has been self-supporting from 
the first issue.' Not one cent of mis
sion money has ever gone into our 
publications or books. 

'Ve have one hundred and fifteen 
registered Schools of Nursing with a 
student body of nearly two thousand 
(both men and women are trained as 
nurses). We have issued our diploma 
to over one thousand graduates. Our 
membership is over twelve hundred 
and about two thirds are Chinese 
nurses. 

Up until the last day it seemed im
possible to surmount the difficulties 
and send the Chinese delegate to the 
International Council of Nurses Con
gress. Nurses everywhere were pray
ing about it. At the last minute the 
funds were secured, the vises for the 
passports to cross Siberia were secured 
through the Chinese Government. 
Miss L. Wu and the General Secre
tary crossed Siberia to attend the Con
gress. One thousand and fifty dele
gates representing thirty-three coun-
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tries attended the Congress. God had 
great things in store for our Nurses 
Association of China there. That 
great Congress decided to hold the 
next meeting in Peking in 1929 and 
Miss Nina D. Gage of Changsha, 
China-a missionary nurse-was 
elected President of the International 
Council of Nurses. So when the great 
Congress meets in Peking in 1929 it 
will be presided over by a missionary 
nurse and be entertained by mission
ary nurses and the splendid Chinese 
nurses of today. 

The funds for the Headquarters 
Building grew slowly. By vote of 
the Association we moved our office 
from Shanghai to Hankow so it would 
be more in the center of our field. In 
a marvelous way, unsought, a piece of 
land was offe.red to us in the spring 
and again in the autumn. While we 
were praying for guidance (for we 
felt we must be very sure of God'8 
plan for the future location of our 
Headquarters Building) in reply to a 
letter sent, a check for $1,000 was 
received from one of our loyal doctor 
friends. We took this as a guide and 
went forward with negotiations for 
the land. We asked the owner to al
low us to pay half down and half at 
the end of six months. At first he 
agreed and then said that he must 
have all paid down at once. We could 
not do this so at five p. m. the deal was 
off. Our Committee prayed on. 
Before ten o'clock that night a Chinese 
gentleman came forward and offered 
to loan us four thousand dollars with
out interest for the rest of the year 
if we would only buy the land for he 
wanted "the nurses as neighbors." 
Two other friends made loans. We 
purchased the land. The loans were 
paid off at the appointed dates and 
the land is ours at a cost of ten thou
sand dollars. 

The Headquarters Building we are 
working for will cost twenty-five thou
sand dollars and will be the place 
where all the nursing activities of 
China will be handled. There will be 
offices for the secretaries and trans
lators and for editorial work, libraries 

for research work, a large room for 
meetings. There will also be the home 
for the secretaries and other workers 
and a Hostel for nurses passing 
through the great center of Hankow. 
At present there is no place for them 
to stay. This building is greatly 
needed and at once. In the light of 
what we have told you do you think 
this is impossible ~ If you could have 
been with us at our last conference 
in Nanking on Sunday and have seen 
our three hundred delegates taking 
communion, have looked into their 
faces and seen the determination and 
faith written there, and then remem
ber they represented the membership 
of over twelve hundred and the stu
dent body of almost two thousand and 
your answer would be as theirs is 
"with God nothing is impossible." 
Because of this faith it has been pos
sible for God to give the things re
corded above and because of this faith 
and the need this building will rise 
as a testimony of what God can and 
will do because of the faith and the 
need of His Chinese nurses who are 
so busy ministering to His ' , little 
ones" that they do not have time to 
tell you of their doings or needs. 
These Chinese nurses are "our faith 
and our pride, our joy and our 
crown." 

If you would like to put ~ome bricks in 
the wall send word to the General Secre
tary, Miss Cora E. Simpson, 740 Rush 
Street, Chieago, Illinois. 

Cora E. Simpson, R. N., a missionary of 
the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church since 1907, 
established the Florence Nightingale Sehool 
of Nursing at the Magaw Memorial Hospi. 
tal, Foochow. This was the first School of 
Nursing to receive a Registration Certi
ficate in China and heads the list of 
Registered Schools of the Association. 

Since 1922 Miss Simpson has been the 
General Secretary of the Nurses Association 
of China. She is in the United States for 
a few months' rest and study after which 
she expects to resume her work in China 
as secretary of the Nurses Association. 
Miss Simpson has written a book eonee.-ning 
the marvelous growth of this work, "A Joy 
Ride Through China for the Nurses Asso
ciation of China." Price $2.00, the pro
ceeds to be used for the Headquarters 
Building Fund. 
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MIGRANT GROUPS made. The workers are less suspi. 
From the report of the Committee of the cious of the churches, and the com-

~~mJo;;:!s~~~:!~~~~Wilp~ng. 'i°d'an~~l. 'lJ,.:"':::'a';,,~ panies ate depending most upon them 
to supply the social and spiritual 

The different types of migrant needs of these men. The Loyal Le
workers may be listed as follows: gion of Loggers and Lumbermen, a 
loggers and lumber jacks, grain har- cooperative organization, is attempt
vest hands, cannery employees, fruit ing to serve the men socially and in
and truck harvesters, construction tellectually in limited areas. 
gangs, sugar. beet workers, fisher- The need of social and religious 
men, boatmen, soldiers and sailors. services is very great in Minnesota, 
The needs of these groups are far Wisconsin, Michigan, New Hampshire 
from being adequately cared for and and Maine, but the church boards are 
most denominations, because of the doing little or nothing for the loggers 
press of other work, have been forced in these areas, and local churches are 
to neglect this very': important field. not doing much more. In Maine, the 

1. Loggers and Lumberjacks. The Great Northern Paper Company 
1920 census gives as the states in maintains a welfare department and 
which the lumber industry is of great- employs a full-time social worker in 
e:st importance: Washington, Oregon, certain camps. This is the only com
Idaho, ::\iaine, New Hampshire, Min- pany in the state that is thus serv
nesota, Michigan and Wisconsin, re- ing its workers, and they report a 
porting workers in lumber industry great need in their own camps for ad
ranging from 4,701 in New Hamp- ditional spiritual service from the 
shire to 24,371 in Washington. This churches. The Crossett Lumber Com
group comprised 5% of the gainfully pany in Arkansas supports a Y. M. 
employed males in Washington; 4.8'10 C. A. to the extent of $7,000 in its 
in Maine; 3.8% each in Oregon and main logging camp, and maintains a 
Idaho; 3.3.% in New Hampshire; welfare department in the mill town 
1.9% in Minnesota; 1.8.% in Florida; at a cost of $40,000 annually. In 
1.7.% in Wisconsin; 1.5% in Louisi- 1923, California reported from 10,. 
ana; and 1.3% in Michigan. These 000 to 15,000 workers employed in the 
figures have greater significance when lumber industry. 
contrasted with the record of .6% for From reports of missionaries and 
the entire United States. Nineteen others in close touch with men in the 
states in all employ more than 4,000 logging fields, it appears that all ef
workers in this industry and present fective religious work must be of the 
a challenge to the churches. sky-pilot or missionary type; that the 

In the Washington-Oregon-Idaho population of these camps is too un
region, the Presbyterian Church in stable and changing, to pltj,ce per
the U. S. A. is supporting eleven manent churches successfullv. The 
workers among the lumberjacks, the field remains largely unser,";ed and 
Christian Church one, and the Meth- the few missionaries now engaged 
odist Episcopal Church about half a among the lumberjacks are forced to 
dozen. In this region, because of the cover too large areas to do most ef-
1. W. W. and other radical agencies, fective work. Thousands of camps 
it has not been possible for the lum- remain untouched by any messenger 
ber companies to serve successfully of Christ, but agencies of moral de· 
the social needs of their workers, al. struction are everywhere surround· 
though some few attempts have been ing them. Dr. White, Presbyterian 

811 
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sky-pilot, reports the need of inter
denominational missions in the cities 
of Seattle, Everett, and Bellingham, 
Washington, to provide clean and de
cent quarters for lumberjacks when 
they come to town; to furnish them 
with reading and writing materials, 
recreation and rest; to counteract the 
influences of agencies constantly rob
bing the men of their money and any 
moral restraints they may have. 

2. Grain Harvesters. The wheat 
belt is Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Ne
braska, South Dakota and Canada. 
Thousands of harvest hands follow 
the harvest from South to North. 
Oklahoma, during a normal year, em
ploys from 12,000 to 15,000 of these 
transient hands for three weeks; 
Kansas from 20,000 to 30,000; Ne
braska somewhat less than Kansas; in 
North and South Dakota the demand 
again increases. In North and South 
Dakota, the Department of Agricul
tural Extension is trying to introduce 
diversified farming with permanent 
employment, as a remedy for migrant 
problems. Some migrant wheat har
vesters are reported in Missouri also. 
Iowa's chief interest in this group of 
society lies in the fact that Sioux 
City is the second great gateway 
through which these workers pass to 
enter harvest fields of the north. 
Kansas City, Missouri, is the first and 
most important gateway. Govern
ment and private agencies are at 
work to place theRe men where needed 
and to avoid congestion and delay in 
cities. 

Migrant worker~ come from all 
walks of life. are I r all nationalities 
and conditions of s'lciety, and come 
from everv state in the Union. An 
analysis of 3,509 worl,ers who passed 
through the Sioux City offine in the 
summer of 1922 Ilhowed that there 
were men from (!very state except 
Delaware; 43.9 % farmers or fa rm 
hands; 12.4% common laborers; 
6.5% college stud(mts; the remaining 
27.2% from 133 different occupations; 
55% under 30 years of age, the 
largest age group at 24 years; 11 '1" 
serving as harvest hands for firflt 

time, and 57 % had served in this 
capacity for five years or less; 43% 
had followed the harvest for more 
than five seasons, 19 % more than ten 
seasons. 

Workers are cared for in bunk 
houses, barns and homes; work hard 
and late hours; want little but work, 
meals, rest, and wages; are not much 
interested in social life and religion. 
Opinion has it that the remedy is so 
to stabilize and diversify agriculture 
that this large migrant group will not 
be neeessary. Agricultural Exten
sion Departments in the wheat belt 
are giving instruction in this matter. 
Local churches and agencies should 
serve these groups. General welfare 
ageneies which tried to follow har
vesters have not proved generally 
successful. 

3. Oannery Hands, Fruit and 
Truck Harvesters. These workers are 
here grouped together beeause they 
are often the same workers, first har
vesting fruit and truck, then working 
in canning factories. According to 
the census report of 1920, in Septem
ber, 1919, there were employed in 
canning establishments of this coun
try, 198,147 workers, more than half 
of whom were female workers. In 
March of the same year, only 35,692 
hands were eng<tged by these estab
lishments, at ,\ Ilich time males far 
outnumbered females. The differen
tial of 162,000 workers represents 
pretty well the part-time workers en
gaged in this industry, most of whom 
are brought from eities and states 
not in the immediate locality of the 
industry, and are therefore migrant 
workers during the active season. 
This does not take into aecount the 
many more tnousands of workers who 
harvest these and other fruit and 
vegetable crops; unfortunately Cen
sus figures do not assist in determin
ing their number, but reports show 
that they are several times greater in 
numbers than cannery hands. 

This type of migrant differs greatly 
from previously noted groups be
cause it includes whole families in 
their migrations. Women and chil-
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dren assist in this important work 
and therein lies much of the danger. 
Families are quartered in small, one
room shacks with inadequate light 
and few sanitary precautions. Pri
vacy is impossible and often comfort 
is not easily secured. These families 
are social outcasts from most forms 
of recreation and entertainment in 
the community where they labor; 
churches and other local service agen
cies largely neglect this group. Chil
dren are taken from school early in 
the spring and return late in the 
fall. :Most children in migrant fami
lies are retarded in education. Child 
Labor laws are often violated in em
ploying these children in harvesting 
fruit and truck crops. Dr. Keller, of 
the New Jersey Agricultural Exneri
ment Station, says: "I have found 
very often the communities are a so
cial menace to the casual labor rather 
than the other way 'round. I mean 
the community treats these people as 
they treat disease, thtly isolate them. 
If the labor class becomes a social 
menace it is often a result of poor 
treatment rather than a cause of their 
being casual." Dr. Folsom, of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
who has made wide studies of this 
type of migrant throughout the 
United States, makes the following 
comments: 

"The social and religious needs of 
these people are bound up with their 
economic needs. All should be taken 
into consideration in work planned. 

"Difficulties in establishing contacts: 
(a) Short stay in the community. 
(b) Local lack of interest in them 

except as laborers. 
(c) Their nationality. 
(d) Difference in religious and so

cial training and standards. 
(e) Isolation in small groups on 

small farms. 
(f) Habit of working all members 

of the family early and late. 
(g) Local situations. 

"Would it not be easiest to arouse 
public interest of the locality in work 
for the children, and also easiest to 
establish contact with migrants by 
showing an interest in their little 
one;; ~ Children ought to prove ex
cellent first sources of contact. Often 
the children of the camp are left to 
themselves while those older are 
working. Organized play and kinder
garten might be good methods for 
starting; possibly elementary school 
work could be accomplished." 

The work of the Council of Women 
for Home Missions has proved this 
approach to be very successful and 
popular. 

4. Su(%r Beet Workers. The fol
lowing states reported increased im
portance of the sugar beet industry 
in which many migrant families, 
mostly Mexican, are employed dur
ing the summer and autumn months: 
Idaho, Michigan, Ohio, South Da
kota, Iowa, Colorado, North Dakota, 
Wyoming, Kansas, Wisconsin. 

5. Soldiers and Sailors. Several 
denominations are supplying chap
lains for Army and Navy, and camp 
pastors. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church in 1844 organized the Sea
men's Church Institute which is oper
ating in sixteen cities in the United 
States and the Philippine Islands. 
Much more ought to be done. 

6. Miscellaneous. Fragmentary re
ports came in concerning cotton har
vesters, fishers, boatmen, oil field 
workers, . irrigation gangs, railroad 
constructIOn gangs, corn harvesters, 
tobacco harvesters, etc., but time did 
not permit a closer study of these re
ports. 

Come unto Me, ye weary, 
And I will give you rest. 
oh blessed voice of Jesus, 
Which comes to hearts oppressed 
It tells of benediction, ' 
Of pardon, grace and peace 
Of joy that hath no ending' 
Of love which cannot cease. 

-Selected. 
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THE NEAR EAST 
Bibles Sold in Da.mascus 

B IBLE Colportage, though at
tempted, was almost imp.ossible 

in and around Damascus under the 
Turkish regime. The Scriptures 
were, however, regularly supplied to 
the Irish Presbyterian Mission, the 
British Syrian Mission and the Edin
burgh Medical Mission by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. Since the 
Turkish rule ended a distinct ad
vance has been made and Colportage 
has been conducted in all quarters of 
the city. Colporteur Moses Burun
suzian has sold regularly over three 
hundred copies of the Scriptures a 
month in the city itself, and to all 
classes of people. There has been 
quite a demand for the Hebrew 
Scriptures among the Jews; and in 
many instances complete Arabic Bi
bles have been sold to MOfllems. Over 
fifteen thousand copies of the Scrip
tures have been sold in and around 
Damascus since 1920. 

Christian Endeavor in Aleppo 

MRS. ISABELE TROWBRIDGE 
MERRILL, daughter and wife of 

distinguished Congregational mis
sicnaries to Turkey, sends this story 
of future leaders in the Near East: 

key, or at any rate children of refu
gees, one is impressed with the tre
mendous opportunity in work for 
them. These young lives, growing 
up in the greater freedom of Aleppo, 
must be held and trained for Christ, 
Most of them have lost the look of suf
fering and terror which was so evi
dent on all faces only a short time ago. 
They are looking 'forward and not 
back.' " 

Christian Books in TurKey 

AMERICAN Board missionaries in 
Constantinople repc.rt that at 

present in Turkey, when ideas are 
changing and reforms have been 
made, the opportunity for distribut
ing Christian literature is unprece
dented. The mediums of circulation 
have been book-stores in the larger 
eities, sehools" and personal Turkish 
friends in the smaller towns. There 
are encouraging results. In one 
town, a group of dervishes are read
ing the Gospels and "Pilgrim's Prog
ress. " In the same interior town, 
a Turkish school put in a request 
for "Joseph," an Old Testament 
play, for their graduating perform
ance. A number of college students 
are stUdying the :0Jew Testament. 
The manuscript for the first "Life 
of Christ," translated into Turkish, 
is now ready for publication. It is 
by Miss Constance E. Padwick, of 
Cairo, and is translated by a young 
Moslem woman who has been much 
interested in the work. It is to be 
published with funds provided by the 
American Christian Literature So
ciety for Moslems. 

"A young people's rally was held in 
the new Evangelical Church in 
Aleppo, Syria, recently. The four 
Christian Endeavor societies of the 
city were present, the boys' and girls' 
soeieties from the camp church hav
ing been invited to join with the boys' 
and girls' societies of the city church. 
The boys' society of the refugee camp 
has lately been organized with eighty
five members, and now has over a hun- "The MU880lini of Persia" 
dred. When one looks at the earnest THIS is the title sometimes given 
and eager faces of these young people to Riza Khan, the new Shah of 
and realizes that almost without Persia, about whom the following 
exception they are refugees from Tur-. facts are given in the Kurdistan Mis-

814 
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sionary: "A man with an iron will, 
practical and diplomatic, he made 
and unmade prime ministers, de
posed shahs and established a new 
republic. The Persian press, mer
chants and the common people are 
almost unanimously in his favor. 
The only class which opposed him in 
] 924 were the neglected mullahs. 
Since his recall he has put forth 
painstaking efforts to make the 
mullahs his friends. Arthur Chester 
Millspaugh, head of the financial 
mission sent to Persia from the 
United States in 1923, is extremely 
popular with Riza Khan, because the 
Persians know that the Amerieans 
desire no unfair advantages. It is 
reported that Riza Khan treats the 
Bahais, a progressive all-Persian 
community, the Jews and the Zoro
astrians very favorably. Though 
himself uneducated in the ordinary 
sense of the word, he is encouraging 
the Persians and the foreigners to 
cooperate in improving the educa
tional system of his country." 

Women in the Persian Church 

MRS. J. DAVIDSON FRA"!\1E, of 
the American Presbyterian Mis

sion in Resht, Persia, writes: "More 
and more we who have had all sorts 
of Bible helps and commentaries and 
instruction in the home marvel at 
these unlearned women whose one 
book is the Bible. Their search of 
the Scriptures is untiring. One re
cent convert is already teaching 
others how to read the Bible and in
structing them in its doctrineg as she 
knows them. You know the place a 
woman has in Moslem countries. It 
is good to watch the place a woman 
has among our Persian Christians. 
At first she is diffiuent about express
ing her thoughts in a public prayer 
meeting, but gradually as she realizes 
the freedom that she has in Christ 
she becomes more and more to see 
that she is -only one of a large and 
sympathetic family and allows her
self to assume the privileges of the 
membership in that family, until she 
is free to talk to the common Father 

in prayer, then to comment on the 
Bible passage for the day, and finally 
t() lead the meeting." 

Intercessors in Isla,han 

A MISSIONARY in Persia, quoted 
in Evangelical Christendorn, 

writes: "We have had a very help
ful week of prayer here in Isfahan, 
the meetings being well attended 
right up to the end. The week of 
prayer makes a very great appeal to 
our Persian Church, and we look up
on it as a regular part of our church 
organization. The meetings were this 
year taken chiefly by Persian Chris
tians, though we had an Armenian 
to conduct one meeting and a Hebrew 
Christian on Saturday. It is diffi
cult to arrange time to get all our 
people together for a week, as the 
men are at work and cannot easily 
come in the afternoons, and the wo
men could not come out at all in the 
evenings; but in spite of difficulties 
we had from thirty-five to forty Per
sian Christians daily, besides mission
aries, and they took up the inter
cession topics very heartily." 

Bible Teaching in ~nscat 

AT MUSCAT on the Persian Gulf, 
the Reformed Church in Ameri

ca has a well-established mission, 
where the seed of the Word is being 
sown. Without funds for the rent 
of a school building Rev. G. D. Van 
Peursem went ahead with school 
work at his home and reports a daily 
attendance of fifteen boys whom he 
is teaching the rudiments of educa
tion and giving the Gospel at the 
same time. Among them are some 
of the brightest boys of the Koran 
school and one lad whose father, now 
deceased, was formerly one of the 
strongest opponents of the mission in 
Muscat. His daily program cloRes 
with the reading of a chapter of the 
Bible, and the singing of two hymns. 
Each boy takes his turn in reading 
a verse of Scripture. Miss Lutton 
reports a Sunday-school service num
bering in attendance between fifteen 

, and sixty-five, the majority of them 
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BaJuchis, but among them in increas
ing numbers Arabs. 

Up" and Down" in Kuwait 

T HE evangelistic work carried on 
in .Kuwait, Arabia, has met with 

encouragements as well as discour
agements. Bible shop work is as ex
tensive as ever. Sunday afternoon 
services attract a remarkably large 
audience of lV[oslems, both men and 
women, A young man baptized sev
eral years ago continues to testify for 
his Master, Another young man de
clares he has become a Ch:-istian and 
has at times confessed the same be
fore Moslems, On the other hand, 
Rev. E. E. Calverley reports a new 
form of opposition in the form of an 
Arabic book in refutation of Chris
tianity written and published by the 
·chief religious leader of the Persians 
·of Kuwait. The book consists of two 
parts, the first a refutation of five 
doctrines ·of Christianity, and the 
second a reply to Goldsack's book 
"Christ in Islam," It is interesting 
to note that the school teacher who 
is helping Dr. Calverley has under
-taken to prepare a reply. 

AFRICA 
Preaching to Moslem. Forbidden 

REV. JOHN HAY, of the Sudan 
Interior Mission, writes in the 

London Christwn, "It seems in· 
credible that under the British flag 
today there are countries in which 
the missionary of the Gospel has no 
liberty to preach. Such is the case 
in Northern Nigeria, Because of a 
statement made by a British repre
sentative who made a treaty with the 
Moslem chiefs-a statement to the ef
fect that Government does not inter
fere with religion-it is held that the 
Christian missionary must not be al
lowed to preach to the Moslems in 
four great provinces. The doors are 
,closed, 'as it is against government 
policy to permit Christian propagan
da within the areas which are pre
·dominantly Moslem.' The last cen
sus, taken in 1921, shows 6,699,427 
Mohammedans in the Northern Proy-

inces to whom we art' not supposed 
to tell the good news .... There are 
in addition about 700,000 pagans in 
this territory." 

Si", Que.tiolUl at Once 

I N a recent letter, written from 'the 
Egypt General Mission Hospital, 

Shebin-el-Kanater, Egypt, Mr, H. 
Frank Roe tells of experiences when 
itinerating in Egyptian villages, He 
writes: "At least twice a week dur
ing the summer months I go out with 
one of our Egyptian fellow-helpers. 
There are about thirty villages with
in a four-mile radius of Shebin, and 
we systematically Visit these every 
few weeks, Usually we get a respect
ful and attentive hearing, until, as 
we proceed, the gospel light throws 
into glaring relief some error of Mos
lem faith. Then the devil asserts his 
presence, and we are besieged with 
a dozen questions, When six men 
shout at us six different questions at 
one and the same time, and the whole 
company of men starts yelling, you 
can imagine what pandemonium 
Teigns ! U nd er these circumstances 
our only resource is prayer, and we 
therefore pause for a few minutes 
until quiet returns, We set out each 
day aiming for a specific village, but 
occasionally we pause to talk with a 
roadside @'oup sheltering under a 
tree from the scorching sun." 

S. S. Grading in the Sudan 

THE growth of Sunday-school 
work among the Shill uk tribe in 

the Southern Sudan was described 
in tl:'l June Review, A later report 
states: "The Shilluks entrusted with 
grading the Sunday-school have their 
own picturesque way of describing 
the classes: Men Who Are Con
sidered Honorable (i.e. grey-haired 
men), Those Who Are Younger, 
Those Just Married, The Boys Who 
Dance, The Boys Who Have Just Be
gun to Dance, The Boys Who Herd 
the Cattle, The Little Boys Who 
Herd the Sheep. The training class 
is organized, with a chief, a chief
on-whom-he-has-his-feet, and a chief-
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of·writing. The main school at Do
leib Hill is overflowing the church 
building. Five classes are held out
of-doors. A year ago there were 26 
baptized Shilluks. Today there are 
87. The tribe numbers about 60,000. 
Mrs. Oyler, of the United Presby
terian Mission, writes: 'The Chris
ti;:!ns are very much interested :in 
this village S. S. work, but the time 
will come when the novelty will wear 
off. Weare praying for that time. 
A regular routine, day after day, re
quires more strength.' " 

Ex-Medicine Man an Evangelist 

ARCHDEACON E. W. DOur,
TON, of Tanganyika Territory, 

East Africa, tells the story of the 
conversion of a medicine man, Ka
hodanga, who when he was baptized 
at about thirty years of age, took 
the name Y ohana (John). He con
tinues: "It is estimated that Yo
hana, this ex-medicine man, has been 
the instrument in God's hands in the 
conversion of fully one hundred Wa
gogo, and his village, where there is 
now a considerable Christian com
munity, is a light in the great dark
ness around. It is in many respects 
a model village, in which heathen 
dances and the brewing or use of 
pombe (native beer) are forbidden. 
Yohana is a teetotaller and non
smoker. Three of his sons are now 
Christian teachers, two of them being 
in charge of out-stations from which 
converts to Christ are being gathered. 
Yohana is now quasi-pastor, and su
perintends the work of four out-sta
tions in the Buigiri district." 

Yorll.ba Christians Persecuted 

REPRESENTATIVES of the 
Church Missionary Society find 

that the persecution of Christians is 
by no means a thing of the past in 
!the Yoruba country, Wesit Africa, 
and men and women are Rtill called 
upon to suffer in various ways for 
their faith. For insta'nce, twelve 
men living at a C.M.S. out-station 
in the Benin district were fined £5 
each in the native court for disobey-

6 

ing a summons to heathen sacrifice. 
In another part of the district some 
converts were fined for planting 
yams, etc., on their farms before the 
day arranged for holding the festival 
of the Orisa-oko, a pagan rite. Quite 
recently in a town near Owo a young 
woman, a convert of only a few years' 
standing, has borne severe bodily suf
fering for the sake of her faith. 

"The Preacher, the Big Stick" 

ONE of the distinctive qualities of 
African Christian leaders seems 

to be their apt use of figurative lan
guage. A recent illustration of this 
comes from the Christian Alliance 
Mission in the Congo. The teachers 
of the district had met for prayer 
and council. They were discussing 
the lack of interest and zeal in the 
schools. The native pastor used this 
'wise illus"tra tion : "We llile large 
sticks of wood to keep the fire burn
ing at night or when we are away 
from home. Some wood holds the 
fire well, some burns out quickly. If 
the fire in the large piece of wood 
goes out, we cannot use it to kindle 
the other sticks of wood. We preach
ers are the large sticks of wood. If 
our people are not on fire it would 
be well for us to examine the large 
sticks first and see why the fire is 
not burning there. If you are on 
fire so will your people be also." 

Malagasy Tribute to Bible 

DURING his visit to Madagascar, 
W. J. W. Roome, of the British 

and Foreign Bible Society, was wel
comed at a great meeting of Malagasy 
Christians at Imerina. The follow
ing is an extract from an address of 
welcome which was delivered by 
Randzavola, a pastor: "The mis
sionaries and the Bible are like the 
right and left hand, working together 
in the garden of the Lord here in 
this our island. Far be it from me 
to belittle the work of missionaries; 
but they themselves are witnesses 
that the Bible has accomplished much 
more than they alone could have pos
sibly done. There was a time, twen-
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ty-five years ago, when the mission
aries were not allowed to stay in our 
country; but because the Bible re
mained the work they had begun 
was by no means destroyed .... And 
up to the present the Bible has found 
entrance into many Malagasy homes. 
into some of which the missionary 
has difficulty in gaining admission." 

INDIA AND SIAM 
India's Attitude toward Christ 

A NOTE of warning is sounded in 
an editorial in the NatixJnal 

Christian Council Review, which 
says: "It is not often realized that 
the genuine admiration for Jesus' 
Christ and the remarkable spirit of 
receptiveness towards His teaching 
so common in India at the present 
day exist side by side with an abso
lute refusal to ascribe to Him any 
position of uniqueness .... Christian
ity may cease to be allied with an 
alien culture and strengthen all the 
good and noble elements in the social 
and religious life of India; Chris
tianity may become indigenous in 
India, adopting modes of life and 
worship and thought which are 
suited to the people of this land; and 
yet the incompatibility between the 
il'und,lamen;tal position of Hinduism 
and Christianity about the unique
ness of Jesus Christ as the revelation 
of God will remain and will have to 
be met." 

Union Work for Indian Moslems 

I N OCTOBER, 1925, representa
tives of the (English) Wesleyan 

Methodist Missionary Society gave 
expression to their conviction that 
work among Moslems in India should 
be undertaken by the various 
churches and societies in cooperation, 
and an offer was made of a man to 
such a cooperative mission. This ac
tion resulted in the Conference of 
the British Missionary Societies ap
pointing a group representative of 
the principal societies to consider 
this proposaL It was decided to ac
cept the offer and to send the man 
for training to Lahore, where he will 

be in close association with the mis
sionaries at the Forman Christian 
College. Rev. E. T. Jenkinson, who 
during the past year has been taking 
a special course at Manchester Uni
versity to fit him for work among 
Moslems, was appointed, and was to 
sail from England for India on Sep
tember 14th. 

Non-Christian Students Responsive 

REV. CANON A. W. DAVIES, 
principal of the C.M.S. St. 

John's College, in Agra, North India, 
recently invited the students of the 
college, including Moslems and Hin
dus, to the occasional services which 
are held on Sunday a:l'ternoons for 
the Christian staff and students. 
Quite definitely he explained that it 
would be Christian worship, and that 
it would give an opportunity for 
openly acknowledging the drawing 
of Christ and the desire to serve and 
follow Him, and to enter more. and 
more into His Spirit. It could not, 
therefore, have been very easy for 
the non-Christian students to attend, 
yet . some thirty or forty of these 
came, and a little later, when the in
vitation was repeated especially to 
the senior students, there was a most 
encouraging response. Canon Davies 
remarks: ""\V e are only feeling our 
way; but experiences of this sort, and 
the knowledge of not a few in the 
college who are very near the King
dom, together with the unique ex·· 
perience of the baptism of one who 
left the college twelve years ago, a 
Hindu Brahmin, have filled us with 
new courage and hope." 

Gandhi on "the Language of Love" 

AT a tea given by the American 
Board missionaries at :M"aha

bleshwar, India, Mahatma Gandhi 
made a brief address, speaking par
ticularly to the missionary members 
of the language school. He expressed 
his hearty approval of the desire of 
the young missionaries to learn the 
language of the country, and paid 
tribute to the linguistic achievements 
of the missionary group. He stated 
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his regret, however, at the failure of 
many missionaries-in faet most of 
the missionaries-to learn the lan
guage of the Indian heart-the lan
guage of love. This failure is the 
more disappointing because the mis
sionaries come to India in the name 
of love, and the Indian expects, and 
has the right to expect, the manifes
tations of this spirit. The missionary 
preaches love, but how often his ac
tions belie his words. 

Nepal Slaves Set Free 

THE plan for the abolition of 
slavery in Nepal was last re

ferred to in the Review in March. A 
speeial cablegram to the New York 
Times August 29th announced the 
completion of the plan at a cost of 
$1,366,250, an average of $25 a slave, 
the total number liberated with com
pensation by the Government being 
51,782. The rates paid in compensa
tion ranged from $7 for a female 
and $5 for a male under three years 
old to $35 for a female and $26 for 
a male between the ages of thirteen 
and forty. After forty the price 
dropped fifty per cent. Tracts of 
cultivable land have been thrown 
open to the emancipated slaves in the 
hills, and reclamation and clearance 
works have been started in Tarai, 
suitable advances of cash being made 
to the freedmen by the reclamation 
and agricultural offices. The Tmne.~ 
despatch gave the credit both for con
ceivinll' and carryinl? out the plan to 
the Prime Minister of Nepal, but 
earlier accounts have made the Ma
harajah the chief figure. 

Indians Evangelize Outoastes 

THE United Presbyterian Church 
be!1-'an its work at .Jhelum, in the 

Punjab, fifty years ago. One of its 
missionariei'\ there writes: "Most en
couraging of all is the voluntary, 
evangelistic zeal displayed by Indian 
members of our little church. Al
though they are not paid for this ser
vice, they continue the regular evan
gelistic preaching in the bazaar, 
whether the missionaries are present 

in the city or are off on tour to the 
far part of the district. In addition 
to this bazaar work, for many years 
members have voluntarily carried on 
personal work among a community 
of outeastes. Less than a year ago, 
on their own initiative, Indian mem
bers of the congregation planned a 
campaign with the objective of win
ning this community for Christ_ 
They organized the work themselves: 
and conducted it, and within the 
last month or two have baptized 
about sixty. That these converts: 
may continue to grow in their new 
life and in the grace of the Lord one 
of our Indian Christians is providing 
the salary for a full-time teacher." 

Revising the Siamese Bible 

DURING the past two years, re
ports Rev. Paul A. Eakin, of 

Bangkok, Siam, "a little group com
posed of three Siamese pastors and 
two young evangelistic helpers-all 
graduates of the Bangkok Christian 
College--and a missionary have been 
trying to put the Scriptures of the 
New Testament into more idiomatic 
and attractive :Siamese, as well as 
produce a more accurate translation 
of the Greek manuscripts .... The 
work has given them a deeper appre
ciation of the true nature of the 
Scriptures. Over and over again the 
pastors would jot down in their per
sonal notebooks obscure texts which 
had flamed out anew as the real 
meaning was brought ont clearly in 
their own tongue, and the light in 
their faces at such times is something 
one will not soon forget. " 

CHINA 
Mission for Ricksha Coolies 

T OUCHED by the hardships of the 
ricksha men in Shanghai, Mr. 

George Ma:theson founded in 1913 
a mission; especially for this latrge 
group. The latest report states: 
"During this troubled year there has 
been no decrease in the numbers pass
ing through the mission premises and 
attending the daily and nightly 
gatherings in the open air, and in 



electronic file created by cafis.org

820 THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD [October 

the halls. Even during the disturb
ances, the usual large crowds (jn 
which representatives from most of 
the provinces might be found) were 
always present, and orderly and 
friendly in attitude. The usual rou
tine was carried on uninterruptedly. 
Sick and injured men were sent to 
hospital and the destitute were re
lieved as usual. In visiting and open
air work large numbers of men, wo
men, and children are reached who 
would otherwise remain unknown, 
and in the course of this itinerant 
work large quantities of suitable lit
erature are distributed, includin[! 
Scripture portions and leaflets." 

A General's Zeal for His Men 

REV. FRANK A. KELLER, of 
the Hunan Bible Institute, after 

describing the Christian earnestness 
of General Chang, who was men
tioned in the June, 1925, REVIEW, 
says: "Through the enthusiastic as
sistance of Chief-of-Staff Chang, the 
way was opened for the preaching of 
the Gospel to every unit of the third 
division of the Hunan armv that was 
at Changsha. One week ;e had the 
soldiers here night after night to hear 
the Gospel, and see it, too, as illus
trated by stereopticon slides. One 
Dr two nights we had as many as 
fourteen hundred here. Half of 
them listened to the preaching of the 
Gospel in groups of about one hun
dred each while the other half saw 
the pictures in the auditorium; then 
they changed places, so that all had 
the privile-ge of seeing the slides. 
Sunday afternoon services were held 
in a number of the different camps." 

Bible Picture Cartoons 

THE China Sunday School Union 
has issued. chiefly for use in pri

mary and daily vacation Bible 
schools, a spries of line sketches il
lustrating. in Chinese style bat not 
Chinese figures, the life of Christ. 
Cooperating with a Chinese artist, 
Rev. J. P. Esney, of the Presbyterian 
Mission in Shanghai, produced this 
series, which they call" Bible Picture 

Car·toons." They are issued four on 
a sheet in wall-scroll form and in.
tended to be shown one by one as 
the Bible story is told. The sketches 
have heavy lines with little detail, so 
that they may be easily seen across 
the schoolroom and comprehended by 
scholars with little Bible knowledge; 
moreover, being in Chinese style, the 
attention of the children is not di
verted by too many foreign features 
in the picture. 

Rewards of Out-Station Work 

REV. R. G. COONRADT, Ameri
can Presbyterian missionary in 

Tsingtao, Shantung Province, since 
1912, writes of llis country field: 
"Imagine our preaching and teach
ing the gospel message, day after 
day, to people who never would hear 
it if we did not tell them. There is 
always just another village or town 
beyond asking you to come to them, 
It means another day, but who can 
resist the call? How many hundreds 
of Christian friends at home would 
give so much just for this one chance, 
and with this thought and knowing. 
that Christ is calling them I have 
extended my trip and pushed on 
many times. One new convert said, 
'I know the foreign pastor is too busy 
to come to my home, but I do wish 
he could make just one visit and help 
me explain 'the Gospel to myoId 
father.' This illiterate man had been 
converted while in Manchuria. He 
came home to take care of his aged 
father, and began at once to study 
the Bible and attend church at the 
nearest meeting place. We went to 
his home and his father was baptized 
later, and now the man has his uncle 
and many others of his town study
ing, " 

Chinese Girls in Factories 

CHEFOO, in Shantung Province, 
is described in a recent report as 

"a town where hundreds of women 
have bound feet, but still a town of 
factories where these same women 
trudge bravely home at clusk on their 
tiny feet." 'l'his past year about 150 
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girls, most of whom work from six 
in the morning until six at night, en
rolled in the popular education night 
classes. "A Y.W.C.A. secretary on 
her first visit found twenty-eight lit
tle peanut sorters, hair-net menders, 
silk spinners and embroiderers, try
ing to read under one dim lamp, and 
some were carefully drawing charac
ters on their slates which said, 'The 
liberty of an individual is sacred and 
cannot be encroached upon.' How 
will they explain the world when they 
become conscious of individual worth 
on one hand and a twelvp-hour day 
for women and children on the 
other? " 

Labor ProbleD1s and the Y.W.C.A. 

THE annual report of the Y.W. 
C.A. of China contains the fol

lowing signfficant statement: "In
dustrial problems have loomed large 
in China in the last year. The agi
tation that led to the May 30th affair 
arose from labor troubles. The ap
palling number of strikes within the 
last year show an increasing unrest 
and dissatisfaction on the part of la
bor and while some of these strikes 
ma~ have been animated by political 
motives, undoubtedly many of them 
have had their origin entirelY in la
bor problems. The most striking fact 
in the industrial world is the unpre
cedented growth of labor unions, pre
senting a factor tremendous in its 
possibilities both for good and for 
evil. The intensity of feeling that is 
developing puts a burden of respon
sibility upon Christian forces, great
er than we have ever faced before. 
The Y.W.C.A., nationally and local
ly, has been aware o~ this need and 
has played its part m the effort to 
meet it." 

The ViIIage of YeIIow Gold 

THE origin of the name, which is 
thus translated, of the market 

town in Szechwan Province is ob
scure but, writes Rev. C. B. Hannah, 
of th~ China Inland Mission, "from 
a spiritual point of view· the name 
has now a very blessed significance, 

for souls far more precious than gold 
are being won for Christ in this 
place. Six men were baptized and 
five men and three 'women were re
ceived as candidates for baptism. 
One of the first group is a man of 
considerable ability but has been 
rather a bad fellow, much given to 
litigation. Thank God, there is ,a 

great change in him and he shows 
those evidences of the new birth 
which always rejoice the missionary's 
heart. Recently he greatly befriend
ed one of his old enemies t() such an 
extent that his heathen neighbors 
were amazed at such an exhibition of 
loving forbearance." 

Texts and Pictures in Tibet 

B ISHOP WARD, of the Moravian 
Church, writes of the work of 

Rev. H. F. Burroughs, of Khalatse, in 
the Western Himalayas: "A supply 
of Tibetan text-posters has been ob
tained from Shanghai. One of these 
is displayed in a large frame hung 
on the verandah, and is read by all 
who come to the house, often opening 
up the way for a talk· about the Gos
pel. The text 1 John 5: 12 is ex
cellent in dealing with Buddhists, as 
it admits of no ambiguity. One day 
some lamas from a distant lamasery 
arrived, and cons,iderable time was 
spent in talking about this text, and 
also in showing them pictures in the 
church. One of them bought a gos
pel, and Mr. Burroughs was able to 
give them a good supply of tracts and 
other literature to take back to their 
isolated abode. Some time ago, when 
preaching in Khalatse, he showed 
Copping's picture, 'The Hope of the 
World'-depicting our Lord with 
children representative of the five 
continents. This so took the fancy 
of an old man that he gave Mr. Bur
roughs no peace until he got him one 
like it. This the old man has nailed 
up in his house." 

JAPAN-KOREA 
Press, FilD1S and Ra.dio 

DESCRIBING the present mission
ary opportunity in Japan, Mrs. 

R. P. Gorbold writes: "The atten-
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tion of the public is being arrested 
and a desire to know more about 
Christianity aroused by at least three 
far-reaching agencies: the news
papers, the movies and the radio. For 
instance, the two English dailies 
edited and pUblished by Japanese, one 
in Tokyo and one in Osaka, devoted 
pages before and after Christmas Day 
to the Christmas message ..... As to 
the movies, no doubt the films that 
are detrimental are overwhelmingly 
in the majority, but there are others 
that portray the beauty of upright 
living in striking contrast with the 
ugliness of sin. Besides these so-called 
moral films a number of distinctively 
Bible films have been very popular. 
And through the radio the seed is be
ing literally broadcast." 

Cured Lepers Evangelists 

T HE leper colony at Kwangju, 
Korea, is widely known. Dr. R. 

M. Wilson, the physician in charge, 
writes: "We feel that the results of 
the leper work from an evangelistic 
point of view are as encouraging as 
the cures from the drug treatment, 
and of course they are even more 
permanent ..... We have sent out over 
150 cases from the Leper Colony 
whom we consider probably cures, 
and among these Some who were dis
tinctly evangelistic in spirit have gone 
out and done splendid work in start
ing churches. Seven of our cured 
lepers have gone back to their villages 
and have started thriving churches. 
Five cured ones are now employed as 
country evangelists in remote dis
tricts, and ten are doing good work 
for the churches in their own villages 
without pay. The lepers are in
structed to watch for any active sign 
or return of the diseases, and to COme 
back for examination. Occasionally 
one returns." 

Plight of Japanese Priest. 

MISS A. M. HENTY points out in 
an interesting article in the 

Church Missionary meaner the spirit
ual inadequacy of the combination of 
Christian methods, such as those of 

the Sunday-school, with Buddhist 
motives, which is being attempted in 
Japan to-day. This mixture she calls 
"synthetic bread." She says: "If 
it fails to satisfy the people, how do 
the priests thrive on it? The contact 
with Western materialism has shat
tered the faith of many priests, 
notably the chief abbot of the largest 
sect of Japan, Count Otani, who has 
resigned his office, and is a business 
man to-day. He argues that prayer is 
logically impossible. To the world he 
is famous for his luxurious living 
and his debts. Some young priests do 
not realize that the adapted hymns 
and manuals which they use are really 
Christian hymns disguised. When 
they awake to discover the source 
(which honest study must disclose), 
their position becomes patlietic. They 
are like chemists watering down a 
first-class prescription and selling it 
as their own patent medicine. There
fore, with every prayer for Japan 
pray for the priests." 

Town Crier Calls to Church 

REV. Henry M. Bruen, Presby
terian missionary in Taiku, 

Korea, since 1899, writes of a unique 
experience which he and a Korean 
elder had in a certain village: "We 
had agreed to visit the sarangs 
(guest-rooms) after supper and in
vite all whom we fOUIid to attend the 
evening service. However, while we 
were eating supper the town crier's 
voice was heard calling the villagers 
to a town gathering. Our hearts 
sank, as it seemed this doomed to 
failure any attempt to get the non
Christians at the church. So we gave 
up the idea of visiting the sarangs 
and had just opened our service for 
the Christian constituency, when the 
church door opened and the koo-chang 
(headman) led in a number of the 
villagers and requested us not to pro
ceed too fast as he was going out for 
some more. The village crier had been 
sent out by that non-Christian head
man to call the people together to 
hear the gospel message. Shortly he 
returned with another group and we 
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preached to a full house. After the 
meeting closed he sat for an hour or 
more and talked with US." 

Bibles in Pockets and Heads 

CHRISTIANITY is responsible 
for one change in Korean dress

the use of pockets, according to Mrs. 
Roy K. Smith of Chairyung, Korea, 
who says: "There were no pockets 
in the old Korean coat, but the Chris
tian needed a place for his Bible, for 
'coming to church without a Bible is 
practically unknown in Korea. Fol
lowing American example he made a 
large pocket in his jacket, and later 
'several on ,a sleeveless coat or vest for 
his Bible and other prize treasures. 
But it is not enough to carry the Bible 
in one's hand or pocket. We have 
many who carry great sections, even 
whole books', in their heads and can 
Tecite without a mistake long pas
sages. One man walked a hundred 
miles to recite the Sermon on the 
Mount to his pastor. When he 
finished, he was told that was all very 
well, but he must not be content with 
having it in his head, he must have 
it in his heart and put it into 
-practice. His reply was: 'But that 
is the way I learned it. At first I 
tried to memorize it, and it would not 
'stick, so I tried this plan. I would 
learn a verse, and then go out and 
practice it on a heathen neighbor un
til it would stick.' " 

NORTH AMERIOA 
'Plan for Advertising the Ohurch 

A CHURCH advertising campaign 
- will be conducted by the Inter
national Advertising Association, 
formerly the Associated Advertising 
Clubs of the World. A commission 
'of one hundred clergymen of various 
denominations will prepare the mes
'sages to be promoted. This announce
went was made by Rev. Charles 
'Stelzle, D.D., President of the Church 
Advertising department of the as
'sociation. Dr. Stelzle is remembered 
-as the founder both of Labor Sun-
-day, nearly twenty years ago, and of 
-the Labor Temple in New York City. 

The period between Christmas and 
Easter has been settled on for the 
campaign, which is to extend not only 
over the United States but in Canada 
and in several European countries. 
Dr. Stelzle said of it: 

This campaign will not be merely a "Go
to-Church" movement. Our primary object 
is to show the country of what religion con
sists. The messages to be prepared by the 
commission of 100 clel'gymen will contain 
the fundamental teachings of Christianity 
not only with regard to personal religion 
but with reference to tbe attitude of the 
Church toward present-day problems. 

Forerunner of Student Movement 

REV. George A_ Wilder, for many 
years a missionary of the Ameri

can Board in South Africa and a 
brother o,f Rev. Royal G. Wilder, 
founder of the Review, writes that 
the organization of the Student 
Volunteer Movement for Foreign 
Missions at Mount Hermon in 1886 
was preceded by a similar student 
movement twelve years earlier. He 
says: 

" In the year 1878, Dr. W. H. Saunders 
and I were in Hartford Seminary. It was 
tben that we conceived of the idea of getting 
into touch with others in different seminaries 
who, like ourselves, had determined to be 
foreign missionaries. As a result, cor
respondence was started and we learned, 
much to our joy, that students in Princeton 
were working alon'g' the same lines. In th3 
year following, in June, 1879, there met in 
New York City a small company of students 
who hail pledged themselves to be foreign 
missionaries. This was the first gener~l 
gathering of student volunteers, 

The organized movement was founded as a 
result of the Student Conference at M aunt 
Hermon at the invitation of D. L. Moody 
in 1886 a.nd John N. Forman (Princeton 
Colle!!e. '84) and Robert P. Wilder (Prine,,
ton '86) were the first traveling secretaries. 

Ministry to New York Lepers 

REV. ANNESLEY T. YOUNG, 
D.D., of the Episcopal City Mis

sion in New York City, has interested 
himself particularly in the lepers 
who are cared foi- by the Government 
on North Brother Island in the East 
River, opposite 140th st. The settle
ment is not permanent in the sense 
that the lepers are transferred as soon 
as possible to the government colonies 
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in the Gulf of Mexico. However, there 
is occasion for frequent ministrations 
among them while they are in New 
York. The Government takes excel
lent care of these people, so that there 
is not much that can be done for them 
in a material sense; however, the 
sympathy and fellowship of a repre
sentative of Christ is of immense 
value. Chaplain Young has provided 
a phonograph and records, a radio to 
bring in the outside world, magazines, 
but, especially, himself in the, mani
festation of his concern and sym
pathy, to emphasize the spiritual side 
of life with its strength and hope. 

Women DiscDss Raee Question 

THE women members of the 
Federal Council's Commission on 

the Church and Race Relations, in 
cooperatiori with the Council of 
Women for Home Missions and the 
National Board of the Y. W. C. A., 
held an Interracial Conference of 
Church Women, September 23rd-24th 
at Eagles Mere, Pa. The objects of the 
conference were: (1) To enlarge the 
scope of interracial thinking and to 
enlist the women of the churches 
more actively in improving relations 
between white and colored groups in 
America; (2) -To discuss methods of 
bet t e r interracial organization 
through churches and their auxiliaries 
so that women may more effectively 
act on local interracial conditions; 
(3) To exchange concrete experience 
from groups ()of women that have al
ready attempted to carry out inter
racial programs; (4) To study the 
past experience of organizations that 
have done such work, to learn both 
from successes and failures, how best 
to proceed in the future. 

College Girls in Factories 

DURING the past summer twelve 
college girls spent six weeks of 

their vacation in Chicago factories, 
having pledged themselves to live on 
their wages. The purpose of the ex
periment, as stated by the National 
Student Council of the Young 

Women's Christian Association, under 
whose auspices it has been carried on 
for six summers was that college wom
en might share the experiences of 
women workers on whom they depend 
for many necessities. "College wom
en who have missed much of life's 
drudgery are eager to know in their 
own bodies and minds what it means 
to be part of the present industrial 
system, " says the announcement. 
"They will acquire concrete facts on 
which to base their study of industrial 
problems. They will increase the 
number of college people who know 
and can cooperate with industrial 
workers. " After working hours' the 
group met for informal discussions 
with labor leaders, social workers and 
employers. At all other times they 
lived, ate and spent their leisure with 
their fellow·workers at typical recrea
tion, as well as at the work bench. 

Y. W. C. A. Membership Plan 

I N THE news item in the June RE
VIEW on the annual Y. W. C. A. 

Convention, it was stated that an 
optional membership plan had been_ 
adopted, "which permits others than 
members of Evangelical Christian 
churches to become full voting mem
bers of the Association." The Bul
letin issued by the Federal Council of 
Churches gives the following explana
tion of this plan: 

Henceforth any city, town or rural As· 
sociation may choose either, to use the 
present church membership basis which con· 
fines its voting and office-holding members 
to those who are members of churches 
eligible to membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches, or the alternative per· 
sonal basis which confines its voting and 
o.ffice-holding members to those who have 
made a declaration of loyalty to the purpose 
of the Association, promising to endeavor 
to uphOld it in their Own lives and in their 
work in the Association. The" purpose" 
contains four statements embodying loyalty 
to Jesus Christ, growth in Christian 
character, leading young women into the 
Christian Church and becoming a social force 
for the extension of the Kingdom of God. 
Three fourths of the memhers of the boards, 
of the officers and of voting delegates to 
conventions must be members of churches 
eligible to membership in the Federal 
Council. 
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J apan.ese-American Citizens 

ACCORDING to a writer in World 
Call, "the Oriental problem in 

America" is a problem of the 
American-born. B!\1ng citizens by 
right of birth they long to be treated 
as such, yet they are not treated as 
Americans. Their capacity for 
citizenship is illustrated by a pupil 
in the Sunday school of the Japanese 
Christian Church at Berkeley, Cali
fornia. The American Legion pro
moted an essay contest with the 
American flag as the subject. This 
thirteen-year-old girl, whose parents 
are Japanese, wrote the following es
say which was adjudged one of the 
three best in California: 

I pledge allegiance to you, flag of my 
United States, in word and in deed. I be· 
lieve you will help me to be a loyal citizen 
both in peace' and in war. I believe that 
you will lead the world, not only in strength 
but in righteousness; I believe that your 
stars are the shining symbol of the eternal 
brotherhood of men in the world. "Old 
Glory," as I stand and salute your heroic 
eolors of Red, White, and Blue, I promise 
to follow y~ur ideals of "Liberty, .Justice, 
and Peace, ' not only for America but for 
the world. 

LATIN AMERICA 

Reasons for Hope in Mexico 

REV. H. L. RO~S! Southern 
Presbyterian mIssIOnary in 

Mexico, gives the following reasons 
for his confidence in the future of 
Christ's klingdom in that country: 
"As we observe how nobly the 
national evangelistic workers are 
bracing themselves to meet the larger 
demands on them and their churches, 
as we become more confirmed in the 
conviction we have always had that 
the Mexican Government is friendly 
toward the Protestant work, as we 
enjoy such cordial expressions of love 
and confidence on the part of our 
national fellow-workers and the mem
bers of the churches along with 
expressions of confidence and ap
preciation by a large number of the 
influential citizens of our town, and, 
above all, as we read the Great Com
mission and tbe promise attached 
thereto, we are confident as to the 

future of the mission work in Mexico. 
More than half a century of faithful 
seed-sowing is behind us. We believe 
that in the next decade rapid prog
ress will be made in the establishment 
of a self.supporting and self·govern
ing Evangelical Church that under 
divine guidance will leaven the whole 
land. "-Christian Observer. 

Training Porto Rican P ..... tor. 

THE fine spirit of cooperation 
which prevails among the mission

aries of the various denominations at 
work in Porto Rico was referred to 
in the June Review, and the union 
theological seminary was mentioned 
as one of the striking. expressions of 
that spirit. This institution is con
trolled by a board of trustees, com
posed of one member appointed by 
each of the seven cooperating de
nominations. The curriculum pro
vides for a three years' course for 
which a high school diploma and 
about one half of a college course are 
for the present required. Additional 
work and the full college course are 
required of candidates for the degree 
of Bachelor of Theology. "The 
seminary," reports its president, Rev. 
James A. McAllister, "has given Porto 
Rico a native ministry. A dozen 
years ago, as many as ten and twelve 
American missionaries were caring 
for the Presbyterian churches. Now, 
all the thirty-three churches have 
Porto Rican pastors. Practically the 
same is true of the other denomina
tions. Over a hundred men have re
ceived preparation and there are now 
about seventy-five ordained Porto 
Rican ministers in the seven denomi
nations and a considerable number 
of preachers not yet ordained." 

Negro Missionary in Pa.na.Dla 

I N THE fall of 1923, a young Pana
man Negro came to the Bible 

House of the American Bible Society 
at Cristobal, Canal Zone, with a little 
notebook. It contained a translation 
of the Gospel of Matthew into the 
dialect of the Valiente Indians of 
Panama which he wished the Bible 
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Society to publish. "This" writes 
Rev. R R Gregory, Secret~ry of the 
Caribbean Agency of the Society, 
"was the beginning of our acquaint
ance with Mr. E. S. Alphonse, an un
usu~lly gifted young man." He was 
converted about ten years ago, and 
at once became especially interested 
in taking the Gospel to the Valiente 
Indians of Panama. Although some of 
the Indians had learned to speak 
Spanish, in order to reach the tribe 
as a whole Mr. Alphonse lived several 
years among them to learn their ways. 
He not only learned to speak their 
language but also reduced it to writ
ing for the first time. 

Witch Doctor's Testimony 

AN INDIAN, fifty-six years of age, 
appeat;ed before the Session of 

the church in San Felipe, Guatemala, 
to be admitted as a catechumen. The 
following report is given of a part 
of his examination: "I am a new 
man. I no longer have a thirst for 
drink. I feel a great shame when I 
think of deceiving my fellows with 
the witch doctor rites. Here is my 
bag of red beans. I want them to be 
yours as a token of a sinner saved. 
Above all God has come into my life. 
I believe in Him. I want to serve and 
to honor Him. " " And do you 
promise with the help of God to ab
stain from all these superstitious rites 
in the future f" "Of course. When 
you have come into the light, you 
don't want to go back into the dark 
again, do you?" 

Rubber Trade in Bolivia 

A TRIP into the interior of Bolivia 
a few months ago is described by 

John M. Mackinnon in Inland South 
America. He speaks of the deserted 
towns which lay in the track of the 
old rubber trail from the pestilential 
regions of Acre and the River Beni, 
where the Indians had been seduced 
and enslaved by the unscrupulous 
rubber traders during the days of the 
rubber boom. "To-day," he says, 
"rubber is booming again, and terror 
is broadcast in these regions. AI-

ready, the rubber traders are seeking 
their prey and the Indian is on the 
alert. In all the province of Velasco 
there is a dread of the foreigner. No 
Indian whom we saw by the roadside 
would await our approach-he im
mediately disappeared into the forest. 
Every house at which we called 
suspected us. The master of the house 
invariably jumped for his rifle as we 
appeared and held it handy until he 
had ascertained our business. In these 
two provinces of Chiquito and Velasco 
there must be at least fourteen to 
fifteen thousand Indians without a 
witness for Christ among them." 

EUROPE 
Mosques in Paris and London 

MOSLEM propaganda in Europe 
continues unabated. An As

sociated Press report described the 
dedication in Paris on .July 15th of 
the first mosque in France. Those 
who were present at the ceremony in
cluded President Doumergue, Mulai 
Youssef, Sultan of Morocco; Lord 
Crewe, the British ambassador; 
Minister of War Guillaumat, Gen. 
Gouraud and many other well-known 
persons. President Doumergue and 
the Sultan were escorted by a special 
native guard of honor. Thousands of 
Mohammedans from Tunis, Morocco 
and Algeria crowded the streets lead
ing to the mosque. According to the 
report, "the presence of the British 
ambassador was remarked as a tribute 
to its Moslem subjects by the British 
Government. " 

Students of Islam are familiar with 
the activities of the Moslem group at 
W oking, London. It is now reported 
that a third mosque is soon to be 
erected in Dulwich, another section of 
London. The Islamic World com
ments: " Among' the spires and 
crosses of its Christian churches may 
soon rise the crescent of Islam." 

Progress in Belgian Mission 

ENCOURAGING reports come from 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, 

whose work in the Belgian Gospel Mis
sion has long been familiar to readers 



electronic file created by cafis.org

1926] NEWS FROM MANY LANDS 827 

of the Review. One such has to do 
with the opening of a new evangelistic 
hall in the town of Marche in Luxem
bourg, a section of the country for 
which the members of the mission had 
been praying especially. One of them 
writes: "After God had given us an 
opening in Luxembourg, He gave us 
a house, then a worker, then simul
taneously raised up a friend in 
America who had never before given 
in a large way to the work in Belgium, 
to pay the purchase price of the new 
house in ~larche." Another develop
ment is the use this past summer of 
two motor cars, which were given by 
friends of the Mission as a result of 
the great blessing attending the open
ail' work of last year, in which the 
cal' of the Open-Air Mission of 
London was so employed. In this 
itinerating campaign of evangelism, 
in addition to preaching in untouched 
sections of the country, a wonderful 
opportunity is given to distribute the 
printed Word. 

Protestant Union Work in Spa.in 

WHAT is described by those who 
took part in it as "a great step 

forward in the evangelization of 
Spain" is the decision to establish this 
October a union theological school. 
This decision was made in April by 
the third annual conference of the 
International Committee for Spanish 
Evangelization. Nine countries were 
represented-England, Scotland, Ire
land, Holland, Sweden, Germany, 
America, France and Spain. The 
Anglican, Presbyterian, Congrega~ 
tiona I, Wesleyan, Lutheran, and 
French Reformed Church had each at 
least one representative. Twenty-five 
pastors and lay workers attended. 
No such representative Protestant 
gathering had ever been seen in Spain 
befo·re. The vote for this training 
college was unanimous. There are to 
be four professors appointed by the 
churches or societies concerned-the 
Irish Presbyterian, the German 
United Committee, the Spanish and 
the Portuguese Church Aid Society, 
the American Board. Other teachers 

or lecturers may be appointed if 
necessary. By Spanish law the head 
of the college must be a Spaniard. 
The lack of religious liberty in Spain 
was commented on in the June 
Review. 

New Slavic Evangelica.ls 

THE revival movement in Ukrainia, 
which was referred to in the July 

Review is reported to be gaining 
strength. The Record of the United 
Free Church of Scotland announces 
that in Russia besides the Baptist 
Church and the German-speaking 
Lutheran Church, a new body, called 
"The Evangelical Christians," is in 
process of formation. Its numbers are 
put by some at four millions, but 
others already give them double that 
figure. This great movement is said 
to have been caused in large measure 
by returned prisoners of war, who in 
tens of thousands came under deep 
religious influences in certain of the 
camps in Germany and Hungary. 
When they went home, they took with 
them a new religious faith, and are 
now spreading the Gospel in almost 
every corner of Russia. Among these 
awakening Russian Evangelicals there 
is a great hunger for the Bible. 

"A Robert College for Greece" 

T HAT Bulgaria was to have an 
institution which could be so de

scribed, was announced in the May 
Review. A news item in the New York 
Times on August 30th stated that 
Professor Edward Capps of the Greek 
Department at Princeton University, 
who was United States Minister to 
Greece during the Wilson Adminis
tration, is now at the request of a 
group of Athenians organizing a 
board of trustees for a nonsectarian, 
non-political American college to be 
established. in Greece, modeled after 
Robert College in Constantinople, to 
be known as Athens College. A com
mittee of prominent Athenians is en
deavoring to raise $500,000 for the 
college buildings. A tract of twenty
three acres near Athens on the road 
to Kyfissia has been donated as the 
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site of the college, and $100,000 has 
been raised for the buildings. Pro
fessor Capps has requested the follow
ing men to serve on the board of 
trustees: Elihu Root, Dwight S. Mor
row, Henry S. Pritchett, John H. 
Finley, Stephen S. Duggan, Ery 
Kehaya and Charles P. Howland. 

ISLANDS OF THE SEA 
Igorot Boys Ask for Schooling 

THE new principal of the school 
conducted by the Protestant 

Episcopal Church at Baguio, on the 
island of Luzon, in the Philippines, 
writes: "That Igorots are keen for 
Christianity and education is evident 
every day, hut it was especially so 
during the week when crowds of chil
dren came to enroll for this school 
year. Many of the boys wore only 
g-strings, yet everyone came prepared 
to pay his matriculation fee which 
amounts to six pesos for the highest 
grades. We accepted nearly a hun
dred children but had to turn away 
about fifty more because we 'had no 
more room j it did not seem right to 
have more tban three boys sleeping 
in one bed. But some of the children 
who were told to go home refused to 
go. One big boy named Tomas sat on 
my office steps for two days, in order 
to say, on all possible occasions, 'I 
will go to this school, mum.' " 

Y. W. C. A. for the Philippines 

THE Filipino young woman, Miss 
Soledad Garduno, who was de

scribed in the April Review as "a Y. 
W. C. A. pioneer," has been studying 
in the training school conducted by 
the National Board in New York 
City. She was to accompany in Sep
tember the first American unit of Y. 
W. C. A. workers to go to the Philip
pines. Upon the urgent invitation of 
a Provisional Committee of the Philip
pines, of which both American and 
Filipino women are members, they 
will develop the Association move-

ment there. Miss Helen A. Davis, 
who headed the party but plans to 
return in December, says: 

It has been a number of years since the 
first request from the Philippines came to 
the National Board for help. For financial 
reasons it has been impossible to go be· 
fore. A recent cable welcomes us and asks 
how they may help in the interval before 
onr arrival. Under the leadersh:p of the 
Committee a club for young women has been 
started in Manila and has been doing ef
fective work. This small club will be the 
nucleus of our future Y. W. C. A. 

GENERAL 

International Missionary Councll 

THE Committee of the Inter
national Missionary Council held 

its session for 1926 near Rattvik, 
Sweden. 

The meeting, which lasted from 
July 17th to 25th, was the second 
held by the Committee since the last 
meeting of the Council, which was 
convened in Oxford, England, in 
1923. The last previous meeting of 
the Committee was at Atlantic City, 
N. J., in 1925. This one was attended 
by practically all of the regular mem
bers, as well as by the officers and a 
few consultative members, represent
ing Europe, the two Americas, Asia 
and Africa. Dr. John R. Mott, Chair
man of the Council presided. The 
themes which, in the main, claimed 
the time and challenged the thinking 
of this group were the following: 
Spiritual Vitality; Presentation of 
the Christian Message in Relation to 
Non-Christian Faiths j Enlisting the 
New Generation; Enlisting the In
terest and Service of Laymen; Chris
tian Education j Christian Literature j 
Devolution Problems of Indigenous 
Churches; Racial Questions j Human 
Relations in Industry, and 'Forced 
Labor; Religious Education i and the 
Next Meeting of the Council. On this 
last point it was decided to hold the 
meeting in the spring of 1928 in 
Jerusalem. 



electronic file created by cafis.org

Any books mentioned in these columns will be forwarded by us on receipt of price.
THE REVIEW. 

BEST BOOKS FOR THE STUDY 
OF ISLAM 

By REV. EIW'{EST W·. RWGS, BOSTON 

Associate Secretary of the American Board 

Every alert student of missions 
realizes that the ancient solidity of 
Islam has been softened by strange 
new fires. Moslem governments and 
peoples are in a plastic state. To 
ascertain whence are these new fires 
and what the influences shaping the 
plastic mass is not an easy task. As 
a guide to one really interested, a 
small list of books is recommended. 

We have not included books writ
ten as "exposing Islam," but sug
gest such volumes as will provide a 
sufficiently broad basis for a fair 
study of Islam and the present 
Christian approach to the Moslem. 

Although this great religion and 
its influences cannot be gauged ac
curately by studying its sacred book 
alone, yet a good translation of the 
Koran is certainly of first importance. 
The Koran. Tr. by J. M. Rodwell. Every· 

man edition. E. P. Dutton & Co., New 
York. 80 cents. 

Accompanying the Koran, there 
shoulo be a 2'lioslem's interpretation 
of his religion. This will best be 
found in 
The Spirit of Islam. Amir Ali. 515 pages. 

Christophers. London. 

A fair study of Islam by one whose 
viewpoint is Christian is also essen
tiaL Several excellent books are 
available. The briefest is in some 
ways the best: 
Outline of the Religion of Islam. H. U. 

Weitbreeht Stanton. Missionarv Equip· 
ment and Literature Supply, Ltd., Church 
House, 'Westminster, Loudon. 1 shilling. 

Missionary Education, London, pp. 
2]6, 2/3. 

For a most scholarly presentation 
of the subject, we turn to 
Aspects of Islam. D. B. Macdonald. Mac· 

millan Co., New York. $1.75. 

The throbbing heart of the Moslem 
world is forbidden to the non·Moslem 
but Burton adventurously visited the 
holy cities and told the story in 
A Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to 

Al-Madinah and Meccah. R. F. Burton. 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. 1856. 

We include a most excellent bio-
graphical study of a noble Moslem 
saint: 
A Moslem Seeker after God. S. M. Zwemer. 

Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. $2.25. 

Such a general study of Islam does 
not, however, satisfy our interest. 
The present is a time of such unusual 
significance that we name three vol
umes dealing with the changes now 
going on in the Moslem world: 
Modern Movements among Moslems. S. G. 

Wilson. Fleming H. Reyell Co., New 
York. 

The Moslem World in Revolution. W. Wil· 
son Cash. Edinburgh House Press, Lon· 
don. 2 shillings net. 

Young Islam on Trek. Basil Mathews. 
Missionary Education Movement, New 
York. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cents. 

Studies in each separate field of 
Islam might well supplement these 
general volumes. Because Turkey 
has been the active volcano in the 
molten mass, we include the follow
ing: 
Modern Turkey. Eliot G. Mears. Macmil· 

Jan Co., New York. $6.00. 
Turkey. Arnold· Toynbee & Kenneth Kirk· 

wood. Ernest Benn, Ltd. London. 15 
shillings. 

Somewhat longer is "The Story of 
Islam "-Lunt, United Council for 

The contact of Christianity with 
Islam must first be viewed historically 
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and for this purpose, there is one 
book of outstanding importance: 
The Rebuke of Islam. W. H. T. Gairdner. 

United Council for Missionary Education, 
London. 60 cents. 

Another volume of special value is 
Vital ]lorces of Christianity and Islam. 

Oxford University Press, New York. 
$1.20. 

When we come to consider the 
newer contacts of Christian missions 
with the changing conditions of the 
Moslem world, three volumes of per
manent value come to mind: 
A Christian Approach to '[slam. Jas. L. 

Barton. Pilgrim Press, Boston. 50 cents. 

The Moslem World of Today. John R. 
Mott and others. George H. Doran Co., 
New York. $2.50. 1926. 

The Moslem. :Facel! the :Future. T. R. P. 
Sailer. Missionary Education Movement, 
New York. 254 pages. $1. (A study 
book). 

The dramatic possibilities of the 
present situation are presented in a 
play: 
Osman Pasha. Rapp. The Century Co., 

New York. 145 pages. $1.25. 

Another play, easily staged by a 
church or Sunday school, has been 
written by Miss Wilcox: 
Kasim. Helen Wilcox. Missionary Educa· 

tion Movement, New York. 50 cents. 

For a study of old conditions, 
which still prevail in most of the 
Moslem world, we mention 
Our Moslem Sisters. 

and S. M. Zwemer. 
New York. $1.25. 

Annie Van Sommer 
Fleming H. Revell, 

The hope of progress is happily 
brought out in 
Memoirs of Halide Edib Hanum. Century 

Co., New York. 372 pages. $4. 

A few missionary biographies will 
be found especially helpful in this 
study: 
Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the 

Moslems. S. M. Zwemer. Funk and 
Wagnalls Co., New York. 75 cents. 

Henry Martyn: Confessor of the Faith. 
Constance Padwick. George H. Doran 
Co., New York. $1.50. 

Shepard of Aintab. Alice S. Riggs. Mis
. sionary E.ducation Movement, New York. 

Clotb, $1.00; paper, 75 cents. 
My Life and Times. Cyrus Hamlin. Pil

grim Press, Boston. 1893. 50 cents. 

In closing, we refer to two recent 
report volumes of permanent signifi-
cance: 
Conference of Christian Workers among 

Mloslems. 1924. International :Mission
ary Council, 347 Madison Ave., New 
York. $1.50. 

Christian Literature in Moslem Lands. 
George H. Doran Co., New York. 1923_ 
$2.50. 

The Editor adds the following list 
of books of special interest and value 
on various phases of the subject. The 
mission study books on the subject 
have already been mentioned. 
The Arab at Home. Paul W. Harrison. 8 

vo. $3.50. Thomas Y. Crowell. New 
York. 1924. 

Islam-A Challenge to Faith. Samuel M. 
Zwemer. 8 vo. Student Volunteer Move
ment. New York. 1907. 

History of Protestant Missions in the Near 
East. Julius Richter. 8 vo. $2.50. Flem
ing H. Revell 00. 1910. 

A History of the Arabian Mission. A. De
Witt Mason and F. J. Barny. 8 vo. $1.25. 
Reformed Church in America. New York. 
1926. 

An American Physician In Turkey. Clar
ence D. Ussher. 8 va. Houghton, Miffiin 
.CO. Boston. 1917. 

Among the Wild Tribes of the Afghan 
Frontier. T. L. Pennell. 8 vo. Lippin
cott. Philadelphia. 1909. 

A History of the Arabian Mission. Rev. 
Alfred DeWitt Mason, D.D., and Rev. 
Frederick J. Barny. mus. 8 vo. 256 pp. 
$1.25. Board of Foreign Missions, Re
formed Church in America. New York. 
]926. 

Arabia, the land of romance and of 
legend, is also a land of reality. It is 
known as the birthplace of Moham
med and the Koran, the land of great 
deserts, the home of wandering tribes, 
Of camels and horses and dates; but 
few know Arabia as the scene of 
heroic missionary adventure for God 
and humanity. This latter story is 
told here. After a preliminary de
scription of the land, the people, their 
history, civilization, education and re
ligion, the authors-one of whom is a 
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missionary to Arabia-tells the inspir
ing story of how the Arabian mission 
was founded in faith thirty-seven 
years ago; how the stronghold .of 
Islam was entered; how the work has 
been extended and strengthened until 
now there are five stations, manned 
by forty American missionaries, as
sisted by twenty-two native Christian 
helpers. It is a story of prejudice 
overcome, women and children en
lightened and friends won to Christ. 
It is. an intimate record of faith, of 
courage, of sacrifice, of achievement
one that is worthy of a place in the 
annals of missions and that enlarges 
the list of the" Heroes of Faith." 

Morgenrote in Japan. Dr. Emil Schiller, 
Superintendent in Kyoto. pp. 51. and 
Map and Halftone Illustrations, pp. 
VIII. Priee 6() Pfennigs. Allegemeine
Evangelisch-Protestantischer Missions
verein. Berlin. 1926. 

This attractive booklet tells of the 
work of the Allgemeine-Evangelisch
Protestantischer lYIissionsverein which 
has carried on mission work in Japan 
for the last 40 years. '1'he book gives 
a comprehensive view of the work 01 
the society and its methods, in ten 
chapters, of which the two most in
teresting discuss the question whether 
J·apan needs Christianity and whether 
the old religions can satisfy the mod-
ern Japanese mind. T. B. 

The Life Story of Alice Culler Cobb. Mary 
Culler White. Illustrated. 240 pp. 
$1.50. New York. 1925. 

This charming life story lays no 
claim to greatness but is told pri
marily for the sake of those who love 
or ought to love Wesleyan College, 
Georgia. 

Mrs. Cobb was born in the Old 
South and her school days closed 
shortly before the Civil War. For 
more than forty years her life was 
knit with that of Wesleyan College 
and the care of a large household with 
growing children, seemed not to rob 
her teaching of success. In the later 
years, she became a Secretary for 
Women's Work in the Foreign De
partment of her Board of Missions 
and from her travels in the Orient 

and Mexico brought back effective ap
peals. 

H is worth while now and then to 
read a book like this, which tells of 
opportunities seized which are missed 
by most of us, which tells of work 
well done in the common world in 
which most of us live, which tells of 
faith staggered by sorrow, but 
strengthened by friendship_ The 
author well closes her book with the 
poem by Alfred Noyes, entitled: 

THE GIFT THE DEAD DESIRE 

There's but one gift that all our dead desire, 
One gift that men can give, and that's a 

dream, 
Unless we, too, can burn with that same tire 
Of sacrifice: Die to the things that seem. 

Die to the little hatreds; die to greed; 
Die to the old ignoble selves we knew; 
Die to the base contempt of sect and creed, 
And rise again like these, with souls as true. 

W. J.H. 

The Task of the Christian Church. A 
World Survey. Foreword by Dr. Thomas 
Cochrane. 8vo. 141 pp. World Domin
ion Press. London. 1926. 

Using the World Missionary Atlas, 
the Statesman's Year Book and the 
Mission Year Books as sources ior 
statistics, the compilers of this re
ligious world survey have gathered 
a valuable collection of facts about all 
the countries of the world. Each 
country is listed, with information 
about the area, population and 
Protestant mjssions, and the task of 
the Church in that country is briefly 
set forth. .Much of the information 
is not new and some countries are 
dealt with very meagerly, but as a 
handbook of world-wide missions it 
will be especially useful to those who 
wish general iniormation. 

American Relations with China. 8 va. 
225. $1.50. Johns Hopkins Press. Bal
timore. 1926. 

The conference of Missionary 
Board representatives, Chinese and 
diplomats held at Baltimore last 
September is already well known. 
This volume reports the addresses 
and discussions on treaties, extrater
ratoriality, customs control, indus
trial conditions, missions, etc. There 
is also an excellent bibliography, 
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Send fOT thu 5-minute 
Bible Test FREE 

Are you satisfied with your knowledge 
of the Bible - the most interesting book 
in the world? See if you can answer the 
questions in our free 5-minute Bible 
Test. The ten Moody Bible Institute 
Home Study Courses give you the Bibli
cal knowledge necessary for the most 
perfect daily religious lif€'_ They are non--secta .. 
rian and there is one suited to the needs from 
the beginner to the advanced Christian. The 
wonderful experience ot 34,000 men and women 
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A Correction, 

REV. E. D. LUCAS, D.D. succeeded Dr . 
.T. C. R. Ewing as president of Forman 
Christian College, Lahore, India, in 191!"l. 
Jlev. H. D. Griswold, Ph.D., 'has not been 
president of the College, as stated in the 
Personals in our Angust nnmber, but 
has been president of the Board of Direc· 
tors, from which position he has recently 
resigned, his place being taken by Dr. H. 
C. Velte. 

* " 
PERSONALS 

MRS. LEWIS L. ANllWALT, of Allentown, 
Pa., has been elected President of the Woo 
man's Missionary Society of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. 

* 
MISS Luoy H. DAWSON has resigned as 

Secretary for Promotion in the Board of 
National Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 

WIMJAM T. ELLIS, LL.D., has recently re
tnrned from a ten months' tour of Bible 
lands, wherein he covered all the geograph. 
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(Now in its 12th edition) 

The Christ of· the 
Indian Road 

By 
E. STANLEY JONES 

"N 0 man since Thoburn has 
brou~t a message so fresh and 
striking." 

"One of the few little books of 
recent years that no minister 
should miss." 

"It will be read and re-read 
in all Western Communions." 

"One of the memorable books 
in connection with the mission
ary enterprise." 

Net, $1.00, postpaid. 
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ieal regions mentioned in the Old and New 
Testaments. 

DR. ADOLF KELLER, European Secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches, is to de
liver a course of lectures this autumn at 
the University of Znrich on the problems of 
American Protestantism. 

RJOHARD C. MORSE, LL.D., former general 
secretary of the International Committee 
of the Y.M.C.A., and now eighty-five years 
of age, has attended every world's confer
ence bnt one since 1872, and was the oldest 
delegate at the recent Y.M.C.A. conference 
in Helsingfors, Finland. 

* * * 
BISHOP LOGAN H. RolYI'S, chajrman of the 

Honse of Bishops of the Chinese Church, 
was appointed by its General Synod to 
spend the summer Visiting the Chinese 
Christians in the Philippines, Singapore, 
and Borneo, in response to a reqnest from 
the bishops of those territories. 

* * * 
MR. AND MRS . .ToHN J. BREMAN are the 

first missionary candidates to be accepted 
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