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In the recent evangelistic campaign in Japan the cooperation and unity
among Christians of all denominations has imprest the Japanese as
especially noteworthy. (See page 341.)

Afghanistan is a great Moslem land from which Christians are excluded.
It may be evangelized most probably through the Kafirs, an Aryan and
non-Moslem race. (See page 329.)

The Konds, an ignorant and superstitious hill tribe in South India, have
legends of their own of a world flood, and of the origin of different
languages. (See page 367.)

“Hallelujah Kim,” as a noted Japanese evangelist is called, is having re-
markable success in evangelizing his fellow countrymen. He is also
called the Japanese Moody and the “Billy” Sunday of Japan. (See page
335.)

The lack of transportation facilities has hitherto greatly hindered the
evangelization of Turkey. The roads and railways which have now
been built for war needs may yet become highways for the Gospel.
(See page 322.)

Many Moslems are not worshipers of one eternal God. In Malayasia,
for example, Mohammedanism is overlaid with superstitions con-
cerning animistic deities, Hindu gods, and Persian and Arab demons.
(See page 347.)

The decision of a company of fishermen to keep a “thank-offering jug”
on their summer holiday led in unexpected ways to a total contribution
to foreign missions of $268.25. (See page 375.)

The province of Yucatan, Mexico, has a progressive, who has instituted
reforms in connection with liquor drinking and public education. (See
page 385.)

Native Christians in many parts of India are being aroused, as never be-
fore, to their responsibility for the evangelization of the entire country.
The South India United Church has definitely undertaken a three years’
campaign. (See page 390.)

Last year the baptisms in the Church of Christ in Japan, an organization
composed of seventy-two self-supporting churches, equaled 10 per cent.
of the total membership. (See page 341.)

A Chinese general, sent with his troops to dispose of the bad characters
in a district in Szechuan province, visited the mission schools and ad-
drest the pupils, using his own pocket Testament. (See page 394.)

Permission was freely given, in a Mohammedan school in Cairo, for the
distribution to all the pupils of an Arabic “Boys’ Life of David Living-
stone,” prepared under the auspices of the World’s Sunday-school Asso-
ciation. (See page 395.)
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The Japanese evangelist who has been compared to “Billy” Sunday because of his

popular methods and the large results of his work, The remarkably interesting facts

of his conversion, cntrance into Christian work, contact with D. L. Moody and
Rev. William A. Sunday, are told on pages 333-339.
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THE PLIGHT OF TURKEY

TARVATION, conquest, revolu-

tion all threaten the government
and people responsible for the ill-
treatment of the Armenians. “With
the Russians victorious in Armenia,
with defeat attending the Egyptian
campaign, with impending union of
Russian and British forces in Meso-
potamia, with her German ally ren-

dering small aid, and with internal

dissensions weakening her counsels
and policies,” says the Missionary
Herald, “the Ottoman Empire seems
to be tottering to a fall.” Rumors
are persistent that Turkey is seeking
to make peace with Russia, tho there
is no intimation that the Czar will
break the agreement between the Al-
lies that they will not conclude a
separate peace. It has happened many

times before that Turkey seemed on-

the eve of disintegration. It may be
that she will find a way out from her

present crisis. But it looks as if she
were fast approaching collapse.

The missionary enterprise in Tur-
key 1is not, however, approaching
collapse ; with hundreds of thousands
of dollars invested and many mis-
sionaries still at their posts and God
on His throne, we believe that the best
days for Turkey are to come.

In the midst of the crisis Ambas-
sador Morgenthau has been a faith-
ful protector of nine nationalities,
besides all the American interests.
His diplomatic career has been cou-
spicuously successful and satisfactory
to the governments and their repre-
sentatives.

Mr. Morgenthau, who has recently
returned to America on furlough, has
spoken highly of the character, cour-
age, ability, and work of the mis-
sionaries in Turkey and the institu-
tions they have established. He is
equally optimistic with reference to

The editors seek to preserve accuracy and to manifest the spirit .of Christ in the pages of this
Review, but do not acknowledge responsibility for opinions exprest, nor for positions taken by con-
tributors of signed articles in these pages.—EDITORS.
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the future of the work, declaring
that greater results are to be expect-
ed in the future than have been ex-
perienced in the past.

At a serious diplomatic conference
with the Turkish leaders upon the
subject of the cruel treatment of Ar-
menians, Mr. Morgenthau was con-
fronted with the question, “Why do
you, a Hebrew, so strenuously inter-
est yourself in the protection of
Christians?” Mr. Morgenthau re-

plied: “It is true I am a Hebrew, but

the United States is Q7 per cent.
Christian and 3 per cent. Hebrew,
and I represent that country. There-
fore, in my official capacity I am 97
per cent. Christian and 3 per cent.
Hebrew.”

There have been persistent rumors
that Mr. Morgenthau will not return
to Turkey, but at the present crisis his
resignation would be little short of
calamitous. His work in Turkey is
highly praised by the missionaries.

MISSIONS IN CAPTURED CITIES

RUSSIA has recently captured sev-
eral cities in Asia Minor where
the American Board has established
schools, hospitals, and colleges. Erz-
room, Trebizond, Erzingan, Sivas,
Van, Bitlis, Diabekir are cities or dis-
tricts in which missionaries of the
American Board have worked among
non-Mohammedan peoples for nearly
a hundred years. '
In Erzroom, the {fortified «city
which the Russians took by assault,
two Americans, Rev. Robert S. Sta-
pleton and Dr. Ida M. Stapleton,
were working. Mr. Stapleton re-
mained in the city, while Dr. Staple-
ton, his wife, had probably gone with
her sick refugees to Erzingan, an
out-station of the Board. The hos-
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pital in Erzroom was started by Mrs,
Stapleton. There is also a girls’
high and boarding school, whose
grounds adjoin those of the Persian
consulate, and a large boys’ school in
the heart of the city.

In Trebizond, Dr. and Mrs. L. S,
Crawford and the American consul
(Mr. Helzer) have been probably
the only Americans in the city. The
school teachers were in Europe on
vacation when the war broke out,
and have not been allowed to re-
turn.

In Bitlis are a boys’ high and
boarding school and a seminary for
girls, known as the Mount Holyoke
School. Last fall, Rev. George P.
Knapp, principal of the Academy,
was forcibly removed under Turkish
guard, and taken to Diabekir, where
his death was immediately an-
nounced. The stories of his passing
are very contradictory. Mr. Knapp’s
removal left Miss Myrtle Shane and
Miss Grisell McLaren alone in charge
of the station and of the many wo-
men and girls who fled to the mis-
sion for protection. At length, their
charges were driven away, their sup-
plies ran low, and they were not per-
mitted to send any messages out of
the city. Then the American Am-
bassador sent a government kavass
to Bitlis, and, under his escort, the
two ladies went to Harput, there
joining a larger station.

The story of the siege and evacua-
tion of Van is well known, and the
kindness of the Russians in taking the
Americans, several of whom were
dangerously ill, or exhausted, across

the mountains with the Russian hos-

pital corps.
Sivas, another important point in
the Russian itinerary, has, ordinarily,
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about 30,000 inhabitants, and is the
capital of a wilavet having, in times
of peace, a population of some 996,
000. Here the American Board has
a hospital and large graded schools
and a teachers’ college. It was to
Sivas that Miss Charlotte Willard
followed a group of 40 Armenian
girls deported from Marsovan Mis-
sion school and by the use of elo-
quence and money-—especially money
—Dbrought them back to Marsovan.

HIGHWAYS FOR MISSIONS

WHILE the missionary problem
in almost every field has been
greatly simplified by the introduc-
tion of railways, telegraphs, tele-
phones, posts, and other modern
facilities for transportation and com-
murnication, the missionary in the
Turkish Empire has plodded on a
half-century behind the times. Abdul
Hamid finally adopted the telegraph
when he found he could use and
control it; but he forbade telephones
and to this day there is no public
telephone service in Jefusalem and
many other Turkish cities. Rail-
ways were admitted piecemeal.
When the war broke out, however,
Turkey discovered that she was
handicapped. She had no system of
railways, and but few roads over
which artillery could be transported.
Thousands of men unfit for the
army were compelled to build roads
linking up cities. Thousands more,
under German engineers, hastened to
complete the missing links in the
Constantinople-Bagdad railway. Miss
Gummoe in charge of the mission
station in Beersheba, rode to Hebron
on a donkey over a rough trail when
her- station was closed in October,
1914. Five months later, visiting
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the station under special permit, she
was conveyed in a.carriage over a
fine military road. In November a
railway was opened from Jerusalem
to Beersheba, continuing the line
which had been completed {from
Afuleh Junction on the plains of Es-
draelon. This in turn connects with
the Hejaz Railway at Deraa in the
Hauran, and thence to Damascus.
At Reyak on the Damascus-Beyrout
line, change is made to the standard
gauge road which passes Aleppo and
connects at the Euphrates with the
Constantinople-Bagdad line which
the Germans were building before
the war. It is stated that the great
tunnel at the Cicilian Gates, west of
Tarsus, is now open and that the
Turks are rushing forces and muni-
tions by almost unbroken steam roads
far into the desert on the Egyptian
border. From the Hejaz line, con-
necting Damascus with Medina, a
spur is said to be driven into the
Sinai peninsula past the Gulf of
Akiba.

Isaial’s vision of a highway from
Egypt to Assyria through Palestine
for religious and commercial pur-
poses is being realized for purposes
of war. When the war of the kings
comes to an end and the campaign
of the King of kings has right of
way, these highways of war will be-
come highways of the Gospel. The
Lord is evidently preparing the way
in these Moslem lands for more
speedy evangelization.

COUNTER REVOLUTIONS IN CHINA

O sooner had President Yuan
Shih Kai signified his purpose to
become Emperor of China, than the
mutterings of revolutions in . many
parts of the country persuaded him
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to announce his determination to re-
fuse the crown, and maintain the re-
public (March 22d). In Mongolia,
in the north, in Yunnan and Szchuan
in the west, and in Canton in the
south, the revolutionists have been es-
pecially active.

Evidently China’s troubles are not
at an end. It is to be hoped that the
great republic will learn from unhap-
py Mexico to choose some other way
than unending revolutions to effect
reforms, select its rulers, and deter-
mine its governmental policies.

The progress of Christianity in
China is necessarily affected by the
instability of the government and the
unrest of the people. This very un-
rest, however, is a sign of the desire
for something better, a hope for re-
form, a search for the remedy for
political, social, and individual evils.
The crowds that attend Y. M. C. A.
and other meetings, the multitudes
that listen to the missionary message
and buy Christian literature do not
prove that China is turning to Christ,
but these things do show clearly that
China is groping for the light, is
feeling the need of power, and is
ready to listen to the claims of Jesus
Christ as the Savior of China.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN HONAN

THE Canadian Presbyterian

Church entered the province of
Honan in 1888, in response to a call
for help in time of flood. Two
years later a regular mission was
established there but the capital city,
Kaifeng, was not opened to the
Gospel until after the Boxer up-
rising in 1900. When Mr. Goforth
arrived with money for famine re-
lief in 1888, the people of Kaifeng
would not receive him and sent him
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back with his money to Hankow:
Twenty years ago Dr. MacGillivray
was not even allowed to pass through
the city. Violent attacks were made
on Christianity in books printed by
the gentry. Later the blocks used in
printing these attacks were publicly
burned by order of the government.

To-day a great change is noticeable
in this anti-foreign and anti-Chris-
tian city and province as a result of
medical work and other demonstra-
tions of Christian love. Recently
Dr. MacGillivray was invited to Kai-
fengfu, and found many external
changes, such as electric lights, mod-
ern police, large schools, and mis-
sionary institutions. The city officials
welcomed him at a dinner in one of
the public buildings and the Chinese
students and gentry attended the
evangelistic meetings in a- body.
Other cities of Honan show a similar
transformation and readiness to wel- "’
come missionaries to govermment
schools, and even permit the holding
of evangelistic meetings in temples
and public buildings. The students
of all the modern schools in China
are especially accessible to Christian
influences. China is moving onward
and the missionaries believe that no
change of government or recrudes-
cence of Confucianism will stop its
progress.

FIFTY YEARS' PROGRESS IN NIAS

N account of the war the Rhein-

ish Missionary Society was un-
able to celebrate its fiftieth anniver-
sary of work in Nias with much en-
thusiasm. Missionary Denniger, as
the first messenger of the Gospel, en-
tered Gunning Sitoli, on the north
shore of Nias, September 27, 1865.
The work at Nias passed through
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severe tests of patience and many
sacrifices, but after nine years of
labor the missionary was able to
baptize in the first station twenty-
five people. After twenty-five years
work there were three stations and
about eight hundred converts. To-day
there are thirteen main and one hun-
dred and eighteen out-stations, and
the field is worked by sixteen mis-
sionaries and two or three unmarried
ladies. The success of the work is
very encouraging, for out of 130,000
inhabitants over 17,795 are members
of the church. In one year 2,049
heathen were baptized; and there
are 8,210 catechumen in training for
baptism. The number of inquirers
is the highest in places where the
power of heathendom seems to be
least broken, and the whole island
seems to be open to the Gospel. The
most gratifying reason for the prog-
ress of the Gospel lies in the co-
operation of the native Christians,
when the work of the spreading of the
Gospel was laid before the native
church during the year results were
immediately forthcoming. The elders
went out into the heathen villages
and surrounding territories to give the
Gospel to their heathen countrymen,
and the number of inquirers grew
in all stations. As another result,
seven of the elders offered them-
selves for training as evangelists.

MISSIONARIES RETURNING TO
WEST AFRICA

LETTERS recently received from

Elat, West Africa, report that
since the occupation of this German
Kamerun country by the forces of
the Allies in January, the way has
been opened for the American Pres-
byterian missionaries to return to
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their field. Six men and six women,
therefore, sailed from New York on
April 8th, on the way to West Africa.

Letters from Elat (dated January
24, 1916) give a full account of the
occupation of that station by the Al-
lied forces. The German govern-
ment had requisitioned the mission
industrial plant for an ammunition
factory, and the American mission--
aries and their belongings were sent
to Metet and nearby villages outside
thé war zone. From Makalat, as
headquarters, Mr. Dagar, one of the
missionaries, continued to superin-
tend the work. He writes: “I went
on Tuesday to Nko'o Etye’, eleven
miles from Elat, on a road free from
any military activity, and we had a
good communion service, which was
attended by 2,359 people, and at
which I baptized 71 people.” Other
plans were interrupted by the military
activity of Allied forces. The mission-
ary work, while hampered and re-
stricted, has never been even tem-
porarily abandoned.

When the French entered Ebolo-
wo'o on January I1gth, the missionaries
were necessarily in a trying situation.
While the advance of the Allies was
anticipated, and the Germans were
withdrawing in haste, the rapidity of
the drive made the last few days a-
hasty flight.

Two days before Ebolowo’o was
taken, at the request of the German
government, the missionaries took
over thirty-one sick people, which
number was about doubled in the
next two days. The missionaries re-
ceived, by their request, several hun-
dred war prisoners as refugees.
These increased in number, so that
there were fully one thousand refu-
gees under their care, The prisoners
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were mostly women and children,
and old, or incapacitated younger,
men. They had been taken from
places near the war zone, lest they
aid the Allies with supplies of food,
or because they had given such aid.
The return of peace will be a great
blessing to the natives.

COOPERATION IN PORTO RICO

OLLOWING the Latin-America

Missionary Congress in Panama
a regional conference was held in
Porto Rico (March 16th to zoth).
This conference adopted some im-
portant measures looking to the fur-
ther extension and efficiency of
Christian work on the island.

1. That “The Evangelical Union of
Porto Rico” be formed, composed of
the evangelical denominations em-
braced in the Federation of Churches
in Porto Rico and such other bodies
as adhere to the Scriptures as the
Word of God, to the scriptural doc-
trine of the Trinity, manifest the
spirit of Christ, and seek to apply
His principles to their lives and to
society, so far as these bodies may
desire to enter the Union.

2. That a Central Conference
Committee of the Union be formed
to consider the problems common to
all the evangelical bodies, seek to

_unify and coordinate their forces in
common endeavor, and plan together
for the complete Christianization of
the island and the eventual projec-
tion of its life to other regions.

3. That general conventions of
the Union be held at such intervals
of years as the Central Conference
Committee shall deem wise.

4. That the Central Conference
Committee of the Evangelical Union

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[May

organize sub-committees composed of
members of the Central Conference
Committee and such other persons as
that committee may coopt; that
among these sub-committees be the
following: The Central Comumiittee on
Christian Education; The Central
Committee on Christian Literature;,
The Central Evangelistic Committee;
The Central Missions Committee.

The conference also exprest its be-
lief that the time has come for a re-
adjustment of forces at work in the
island, and to this end proposed an
island-wide survey of the religious,
social, and economic conditions from
the point of view of the responsi-
bility of evangelical agencies,

The interchange of church-mem-
bers among various denominations
was also urged, and a prompt en-
listment of all evangelical Christians
in the work and fellowship of the
churches of their community, so that
the essential unity of all believers
may be magnified in service and
Christian brotherhood.

It was recommended that the claims
of the students of the University of
Porto Rico be presented to the Inter-
national Committee of the Y. M. C. A.
and the National Board of the Y. W.
C. A., with the earnest request that
they undertake the task of meeting
the social and religious needs of the
students, furnish dormitories, and
minister in other ways to their well-
being.

The need for aggressive evangel-
ism was especially emphasized, and,
in view of the strong, convincing ap-
peal, secured only by united action,
the committee was requested to or-
ganize and direct an evangelizing
team to give at least three months of
1916-1917 to a united campaign,
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Apr. 30th to May 2d—United Brethren Missionary Conf., Bowling Green, O.
1st—The 100th anniversary of the birth of Fidelia Fiske, 1816.

2d to 5Sth—Hebrew Christian Alliance Conference, Phlladelphla, Pa.
7th—Universal Bible Sunday.

8th—The 100th anniversary of founding of the American Bible Society, 1816.
12th to 16th—Inter’l Conv. Young Men’s Christian Assoc., Cleveland, O.
14th—The 25th anniversary of the death of Bishop Valpey French, 1891.
17th to 22d—Southern Baptist Convention, Asheville, N. C.

17th to 24th—Northern Baptist Convention, Minneapolis, Minn.

21st—The 25th anniversary of the death of James Gilmour, 1891.

June
-2d—The 15th anniversary of the death of George L. Mackay, 1901.
2d to 5th—Inter-Church Conf. on Christian Cooperation, Atlantic City, N. J.
4th to 10th—Woman’s Summer School of Foreign Miss., Oklahoma City, Okla.
6th to 16th—Woman’s Summer School of Foreign Missions, Blue Ridge, N. C.
7th to 14th—Conf. of missionaries of Pres. Ch. in U. S., New York, N. Y.
14th to 20th—Woman’s Summer School of Foreign Miss. Minnesota, St. Paul.
23d to 30th—Woman’s Summer School of Missions, Winona Lake, Ind.
23d to July 3d—Woman’s Summer School of For. Miss., Silver Bay, N. Y.
14th to July 25th—Summer Term, Bible Teacher’s Training School, New York.
26th to 30th—Convention Anti-Saloon League in America, Indianapolis, Ind.
26th to July 6th—Missionary Education Movement Conf., Blue Ridge, N, C.
29th—The 120th anniversary of the birth of John Williams, 1796.
30th to July 9th—Missionary Education Movement Conf., Asilomar, Cal.

July
4th—The 35th anniversary of the opening of the Tuskegee Institute, 1881.
5th—The 60th anniversary of the birth of Ion Keith-Falconer, 1856.
7th to 14th—Woman’s Summer School of Home Missions, Boulder, Colo.
7th to 16th—Missionary Education Movement Conference, Silver Bay, N. Y.
9th—The 210th anniversary of landing of Ziegenbalg and Plutschau in India.
10th to 17th—Reformed Church Missionary Conference, Vermillion, O.
14th. to 21st—Woman’s Summer School of Foreign Missions, Northfield Mass.
14th to 28th—Missionary Education Movement Conference, Estes Park, Colo.
15th to 24th—Woman’s Summer School of Foreign Missions, Princeton, N. J.
16th—The 80th antiversary of the birth of John E. Clough, 1836.
17th to 22d—Woman’s Summer School of Home Missions, Mt. Hermon, Cal.
17th to 24th—Reformed Church Missionary Conference, Pen Mar, Pa.
17th to 24th—Reformed Church Missionary Conference, Ridgeview, Pa.
20th—The 75th anniversary of the founding of Lovedale Institute, So. Africa.
21st to 28th—Woman’s Summer School of Home Missions, Northfield, Mass.
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MAP ILLUSTRATING RUSSIAN ADVANCE IN ASIA
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By permission of Captain Lyon, author of “Afghanistan, the Buffer State”

AFGHANISTAN IS THE MOUNTAINOUS BUFFER STATE BETWEEN RUSSIAN TURKESTAN AND BALUCHISTAN;
BETWEEN PERSIA AND BRITISH INDIA
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A GRQUP QF AFRIDIS TRAVELING IN AFGHANISTAN

A Land Closed to Christians

HOW LONG MUST AFGHANISTAN REMAIN CLOSED?

BY DR. M. K, S. HOLST, MARDAN, N, W. FRONTIER PROVINCE, INDIA

of the few lands, still
entirely unoccupied by
messengers of Christ.
It has been recognized
by Great Britain, more
especially in recent years, as a great
independent “Buffer State” sand-
wiched in between her Indian pos-
sessions and the Asiatic dominions
of Russia.

Afghanistan has a territory almost
twice as large as the British Isles
and is administered by a ruler, called
“Ameer.” The country consists of
a square, mountainous, irregular
plateau, about 220,000 square miles
in area, at altitudes from 3,000 to
5,000 feet above the sea-level. It is
intersected by ridges of great height
and valleys of varying breadth, thus
rendering the greater part of the

country valueless for agricultural
purposes. It also is very difficult to
traverse and almost impossible to
govern satisfactorily. The climate, as
may be gaged from its physical
characteristics, is variable, with ex-
tremes of heat and cold. Many of
its valleys are as uninhabitable in the
hot season—when the deadly simoon
is prevalent, as are the mountainous
districts during the winter months,
when they are like the arctic regions.
The population outside of the few
towns is consequently largely nomadic. -

Who Are the Afghans?

The people of Afghanistan number
only about five million souls. They
are not all Afghans, as one might
suppose, for the term was erroneously
applied by foreigners to denote the

electronic file created by cafis.org



330

territory over which the Durani Chief
holds sway. In that territory the
Afghans are neither the most ancient
nor the wealthiest inhabitants, but,
owing to the common use of the
term by Persian and Indian authori-
ties, the Ameer now styles himself
King of Afghanistan.

The original Tranian stock of the
country is to be found in the Tajiks,
who are closely allied to the Persians
in language and habits, and who are
hence known as Parsiwans. These are
found in Western Afghanistan, prin-
cipally in the District of Herat. The
tiue Afghans, as distinguished from
the affiliated Afghans, are those of
the Durani tribes who call them-
selves Bini-Israel and claim descent
from the ten lost tribes, who were
carried away from Canaan into cap-
tivity by Bukhtunasar (Nebuchad-
nezar). The Durani betrays distinct
traces of Hebraic origin, not only
in his traditions and family nomen-
clature but even in his facial char-
acteristics.

The Duranis are the most numer-
ous of the Afghan tribes and are the
most warlike and fanatical of all the
tribes, and have retained the chief
power by their prowess, religious en-
thusiasm and control of the best arms
and ammunition.  They inhabit
southern Afghanistan, particularly
the district of Zamindawar, and were
originally known as Abdali, the term
Durani dating only from the days of
Ahmed Shah. The tribe has three
main divisions to one of which the
Barakzai, or present Royal house,
founded by Dost Mahomad, belongs.

Another important tribe is that of
the Ghilzais, who are the traders of
the community. They are powerful
and, without their support, no Ameer
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could long retain the Throne of
Kabul. o

The tribes occupying the central
mountainous zone are of Mongol
origin, relics of the invasion of
Jhengiz Khan. These Hazaras, as
they are termed, have always main-
tained a degree of independence which
is a source of annoyance to the
Afghan Ameers, who find it difficult
to penetrate into their mountain
fastnesses. They are a sturdy, wiry
race and make excellent workmen
and soldiers, many of them being
employed in the Indian army.

Another section of the population
which, until nearly decimated by the
armies of the Ameer a few years ago,
always retained its independence,
occupies Kafiristan between the Kabul
and Chitral rivers. These tribes are
remnants of divers kinds, speaking
many dialects, and having absolutely
nothing in common with the Afghans
or Ghilzais and little to do with
each other. They are of Aryan stock
and have never, as a people, em-
braced the Mussulman faith. Hence
their name “Kafir” which signifies
“infidel.”

Where Women Are Sold

The position of women varies
among the Afghans. It is true that
girls are sold, but a father of a good
family, in the Yusufrae District,
where the writer works, does not sell
a daughter to the highest bidder. He
is proud of his social position and
wishes his daughter to marry into a
family of similar standing and above
all into the Durani tribe to which he
belongs. Intermarriage between two
families goes on for indefinite periods.
The writer knows a family where a
Khan married his first cousin. His
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two sons married their mother’s
sister’s two daughters, and a daughter
married the mother’s sister’s son.
The Khan’s wife died and he married
his niece, the first wife’s brother’s
daughter. Another Khan who had
an educated daughter able to read
and write four languages married her
to a cousin unable to read, because
it was difficult to find another hus-
band of equal rank and proper age
and because the father promised her
when she and the cousin both were
infants.

Some of the Khans or Chiefs have
several wives, some only one. In
the latter case her position is very

much higher in the home. The
Mardan District is quite “in the
jungle” Few women are able

to read and most are given in mar-
riage at the age of sixteen to twenty.
They do not keep pace with the
Panjab in India, where girls are
being highly educated, yet they too
have a will of their own and among
the higher classes some of them ab-
solutely refuse to marry, but re-
main in their father’s or eldest
brother’s house as companion to the
lady of the house. The women of
the working class are in purdah, but
not very strict. They cost about
Rs3-400 ($100 to $130) -and their
chief duty is to see that their hus-
band’s food is well cooked and to
bear children. If childless, another
wife is taken and the first becomes
the drudge of the family.

The Key to India
Afghanistan is divided into five
provinces or districts, each of which
is ruled by a Governor, to whom the
various tribal chiefs and jirgahdars
are responsible, These governors
are appointed by the Ameer and are

A LAND CLOSED TO CHRISTIANS
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removable by his sovereign will. The
whole system of Government is
feudal, and only the iron hand of the
Ameers, ruthlessly employed, has
kept in proper subjection the hetero-

TWO PATHANS OF AFGHANISTAN

geneous elements composing the
state.

(1) North of the mountain belt
and between it and the northern
frontier, is the province of Afghan
Turkestan. (2) Northeast of the
Turkestan province is that of Badak-
shan, the ancient Bactria, long coveted
by Russia and added to Afghanistan
by Dost Mahomad in 1859. The
three remaining provinces are named
from their principal towns Herat,
Kabul, and Kandahar.

Herat used to be called the “key
to India,” but of recent years its
importance to Great Britain has dim-
inished owing to her improved po-

sition in Baluchistan.
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Kandahar, the southern province,
is of most importance to Great
Britain. Maxwell Gordon considered
the city of the same name the best
place for beginning missionary work.

Kabul, the capital and the seat of
its sovereign and supreme govern-
ment, is about 100 miles north of
Ghazni. It is on a plain over 7,000
feet high, and is a dirty, unsanitary
city, surrounded by high mountains
with the gorges of the Kabul river
leading into fertile valleys beyond.

The Picturesque Ameer

Since 1883 the reigning Ameer has
received from the Indian Govern-
ment a subsidy, which was originally
twelve lacs of rupees annually, but
was increased to eighteen lacs in
1893 (about $600,000). This subsidy
was, according to the words of Lord
Ripon, granted to him as ‘“an aid
toward meeting the difficulties in the
_management of his State.”

The late Ameer Abdur Rahman,
who finally cemented his {riendship
with Great Britain, “because Russia’s
goal lay beyond Afghanistan, whereas
the British would only enter the
country in case of the necessity of
self preservation,” is said to have
likened his kingdom to a large lake
and himself. to a swan swimming on
its surface. On one bank of the lake
there lay, watching and waiting, an
old tigress (the British Government
in India), on the other was assembled
a pack of greedy wolves (Russia).
When the swan approached too near
one bank, the tigress clawed out
some of his feathers, and when he
went to the opposite bank the wolves
tried to tear him to pieces. He re-
solved therefore to k