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. In which province of China is the Government made up almost

entirely of Christian men?

. What tremendous change is manifest in the opportunity for

Christian work in Russia?

In a heathen funeral what witness was borne to the resurrection
of Christ?

How many non-Christian Chinese confessed Christ openly at the
Student Convention in Kansas City?

. What was the Korean woman’s question?
. What American denomination is taking up foreign missionary

work for the first time?

. Where in the United States is there a community of 6,000

children who have never had a chance to go to school?

. What was the result of offering a bandit a Bible?
. Whose words made the skins of all believers shudder? What

were the words?

From what one mission study class can be traced over one hun-
dred other classes in various parts of the country?

When did a queen recently invite missionary leaders to her
palace?

How is caste proving a help in missionary work in India?
Where has America the unique opportunity of the ages? Why?

What was Theodore Roosevelt’s message to the students of
Russia?

How did a children’s society win a Chinese banner?

Where and how did one man prepare six hundred people in
his village for baptism?

Why did a king give his magicians fish to eat?
What did the young Hindu say when on the operating table?

What was Dr. Mott’s experience in the Moslem university in
Stamboul?

For what did a Moslem sheikh praise God as he burned a Bible?
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Signs of the - Times

THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER CON-

VENTION

WHEN the educated young men
and young women are awaken-
ed to spiritual things and are ready
to devote their lives to the service of
Christ, there is great reason for en-
couragement and thanksgiving. The
recent Student Volunteer Conven-
tion at Kansas City, which is fully
reported on another page, was in
nothing more remarkable and hope-
ful than in this—that the first em-
phasis was placed not on social ser-
vice or mission study, or intellectual
preparation, or heroic missionary ser-
vice, but on Getting Right With God
first; and, second, on knowing and
doing of Iis will, whatever the cost.
When our young people are in right
relationship to God they will be in
spiritual health and will have no diffi-
culty in hearing God’s call or in re-
sponding to the call of human need;
when the Christians in our churches
are right with God they will have
no difficulty in spiritual vision and
little hesitation in surrendering their
bank accounts to the control of Christ

for His work in the world.
There is great cause for thanks-
giving in the increase of -student
volunteers and in the growth of mis-

sion study classes, but there is still
need to emphasize the importance of
more earnest and regular prayer and
Bible study. There is also great need
for prayer that the influences of this
Student Volunteer Convention may
not vanish in weak resolutions but
may have increasing fruitage in
thousands of lives, in colleges, in
churches and cities, all over America
and throughout the world.

PROGRESS OF THE CONTINUATION
COMMITTEE

THE Edinburgh Missionary Con-

ference created what is known
as the Continuation Committee, as an
evidence that the Conference was.a
starting point for new advance. This
international committee, which now
consists of thirty-six men and two
women, met at The Hague in De-
cember to outline a program and to
hear the report on the conferences
recently held at its request with mis-
sionaries in India, China, Korea and
Japan. Among the definite results of
those conferences are these: The
leaders have faced the wholeness of
the task; the beginning of a science
of missions has been laid; the effi-
ciency of missionary methods has
been increased; and the prominence

The editors seck to preserve accuracy and to manifest the spirit of Christ in the pages of this
Review, but do not acknowledge responsibility for opinions exprest, nor for positions taken by con-

tributors of signed articles in these pages.—EDIToRs.
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given to native leaders has helped the
native churches to enter into their
own. Among the matters which call
for further cooperative consideration
and action are the following:

A comprehensive scientific study of
each area; an understanding as to
what is meant by occupation of an
area; provision for totally or virtually
unoccupied fields; better preparation
of missionaries after they reach the
field; the safeguarding and guiding
of native churches in the light of
Christian history and experience;
higher education of certain converts;
preparation of suitable missionary
literature. .

These ends are being sought by the
National Councils which have been
formed in the various countries. A
further report of The Hague meet-
ing will be found on another page.

CHRISTIAN GROWTH IN CHINA

ONE of the signs of Christian

progress in China, according
to Dr. W. T. Hobart, of Peking, is the
development of evangelistic work and
Christian education within the past
twelve months. The schools are full
to overflowing and the combined
auditorium  of the Peking Asbury
Church and Sunday-school is filled
each week with a thousand wor-
shipers. This is mnearly twice the
number that came a year ago. Many
of the audience are students in Peking
University and in the Girls’ Boarding-
School.

In Scuth China, too, Dr. A. A.
Fulton, of the Presbyterian mission,
tells of a mission out-station where,
twenty years ago, only four or five

converts used to meet together in 3
dark, narrow shop. They repre-

«sented the entire visible assets of the
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Chung Lau station, in an important
market town with a hundred villages
within range. So great a change has
taken place that now there is a new
church building costing, with site,
$7,500, of which the Chinese them-
selves provided $6,000. This church
has 300 members, is wholly self-sup-
porting and maintains a school which
will become a power in the next few
years. The San Ning Presbytery, to
which it belongs, has twelve churches
in its bounds and supports two native
workers.

Ng Poon Chew, managing editor of
the San Francisco and Western Daily
Reporter, and a Christian, predicts
that Christianity will be the new re-
public’s future religion. “During the
last three decades,” he declares, “the
influence of Christianity has increased
many fold and been felt throughout
the whole Chinese republic. At the
same time, while Christianity was
gaining ground, the old Chinese faith,
the religion of our fathers, was los-
ing ground. The political upheaval
which resulted in the establishment of
the republic is due in great part to
the influence of Christianity, dircctly
or indirectly exerted upon the Chinese
people. The influence of Christianity
is great among many officers of the
Chinese government. They are not
only Christians, but also the second
and third generations of early Chinese
converts. They are the most ef-
fective, progressive and energetic
workers for the uplift of China. The
government of the province of Canton
is almost in the hands of Christian
men.”

A $10,000 OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA

N these days, when not only the

business world, but the church,
is thinking and working in such large
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figures, it seems pitiable that the lack
of $10,000 should make it impossibie
to take advantage of such an oppor-
tinity as that offered to the Ameri-
can Board by the provincial govern-
ment of Shansi, China. This is where
sO many missionaries were massa-
cred by the Boxers in 1goo. The
government has requested the mission
to take entire charge of the public
school system in a large section of
the province and offers not only to
furnish the school houses but equip
the same, and to make an annual
grant of four thousand taels, if the
Board will supervise the work. Full
religious liberty is promised and the
Bible and the Christian religion may
be taught. The American Board will
be obliged to decline this significant
offer unless special provision should
be made for at least two new mis-
sionary families and the additional
expense for salaries, outfit, traveling,
and the construction of two new
houses—an outlay possibly of $10,-
000 the first year.

WHITE HARVEST FIELDS IN JAPAN

’]"‘HE breaking down of Shintoism
and Buddhism in Japan, the
rapid spread of agnosticistn and athe-
ism in the Government schools, and
the loss of moral ideals generally have
awakened the Japanese rulers to the
need of a better ethical and spiritual
basis for their national Irfe. The
common people, on the other hand,
are ready to listen to the Gospel more
than has been the case in recent years.
Ordained missionaries are needed at
once in order that the opportunity
may not be lost.
One way in which the missionaries
plan to take .advantage of this op-
portunity has been devised as a result
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of the conference held last spring in
Tokyo, by Dr. John R. Mott. The
Christian churches of Japan are
aroused to a keener sense of the need
of a vigorous campaign to present the
Gospel to the non-Christian commu-
nities in Japan. The undertaking
calls for continuous activity for a
period of three years, under the di-
rection of the “Continuation Com-
mittee,” the union organization created
at the Tokyo conference. This com-
mittee has elected officers for the
campaign and has already entered
upon plans for a special movement
for a wider dissemination of truth
through the nation on the first Sun-
day in March, 1914. Christians are
asked to join'in prayer for the suc-
cess of this effort.

EDUCATIONAL TENDENCIES IN
JAPAN

lT is easy to see the great impor-

tance of educational ideals and
methods to the religious as well as
to the moral and intellectual progress
of any people. Some schools turn
out atheists, some skeptics, some ma-
terialists, and some produce Chris-
tian thinkers and workers.

Hitherto the basis of the Japanese
educational system has been the Im-
perial Rescript presented by the
Emperor to his people in 18go. A
Buddhist priest in Tokyo, in a recent
article (quoted in the Missionary
Link) says: “The ideal of education
should be to make the Imperial Re-
script of central importance which
decrees that ancestor worship, loyalty
and patriotism shall be fundamental
in education. But Christianity look-
ed upon ancestor worship as a relic
of barbarism, and loyalty and pa-
triotism as a kind of “backward”
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morality. Christianity was a world
religion and a religion of humanity.
Buddhism taught ancestor worship,
loyalty and patriotism.  Educators
were certain to find, therefore, Chris-
tian teaching distasteful, it being in-
compatible with their educational
ideal.”

The priest urges a closer and more
sympathetic relation between Bud-
dhists and educators, He deplores
the fact that Buddhists have not been
more progressive, and that their re-
ligion is treated ofttimes with con-
tempt because the priests cling to old
ways and make no contribution to
the progress of society.

The present educational system is
severely criticized by Dr. Ukita, a
Tokyo editor, for its rigid uniform-
ity, its abnormal system of examina-
tions, and its inadequate accommoda-
tions.

When leaders of thought come to
publicly acknowledge that the influ-
ence of Buddhism is waning, that
the Imperial Rescript is not a satis-
factory basis of education; when,
moreover, they come to feel that bet-
ter educational advantages are need-
ed, based upon strong religious ideals,
and when they are calling upon the
State for its sympathetic interest in
the private schools, those who have
consecrated time, money and strength
to Christian education have much
cause for hope and thankfulness.
They have also cause for increased
prayer and effort to give the Japanese
Christian ideals and Christian educa-
tion.

AWAKENING IN NORTH INDIA

REMARKABLE movement to-
ward Christianity has recently
taken place among some of the de-
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prest classes in North India, notably
the Mehtars or sweeper caste. Some
missionaries have even voiced an ex-
pectation of two and a half millions
of converts from them this year, and
recent baptisms have numbered 150,-
000. HEven tho these numbers cover
the work of several years by various
societies they indicate that Christian-
ity in India is entering upon a period
of more rapid expansion.

Attached to every village of con-
siderable size are a number of fami-
lies belonging to the sweeper caste,
whose hereditary duty it is to attend
to the cleansing of the streets and
bazaars. Every morning the members
of this class may be seen coming into
the village to engage in the occupa-
tion of removing the filth and refuse
from the houses, and of sweeping the
streets and lanes. They are there-
fore considered ceremonially unclean
and are low caste. They are learn-
ing the power of Christ to cleanse.

FURTHER SIGNS OF LIFE IN INDIA

HE American Baptist Telugu

Mission has had a wonderful
history. There has been no year
since the opening of the first station
at Cocanada, in 1874, when there
have not been a goodly number of
converts. Last year, however, has
been the greatest of all, for the bap-
tisms have reached the total of 1,149
in 64 native churches. The total
membership on the field on July 1
last was 9,237, while the Christian
community now numbers over 20,000.
These Christians would bear favor-
able comparison with those in Amer-
ica. The 64 native churches are so
many beacon lights in the midst of
many thousands who as yet know
not Christ as their Savior.
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CHANGED ATTITUDE OF MOSLEMS
IN INDIA

WOMAN missionary, who has

spent a lifetime in the Punjab,
says (in the Bombay Guardian) that
fifty years ago it was no uncommion
thing for a Mohammedan on hearing
the name of Christ to show his dis-
gust by spitting. If he did not go so
far as that he would often try to
drown the sound of Christ’s name, and
to cleanse his ears from the pollution
of hearing it, by a loud repetition of
the creed of Islam. It was not un-
common for a Bible to be snatched
from a missionary’s hand and thrown
on the ground and trampled under
foot.

Twenty-five years later, the general
attitude was one of fear of the name
of Christ and of the Bible. Many lads
came to mission schools for economy’s
sake, but came with strict injunctions
from their parents not to touch the
Bible, and it was difficult to induce
some of them to do so. Mohammnedans
might come to listen to preaching, but
when the preacher ceased and began
to read prayers out of a book they
went out. To have a Bible in the
house was dangerous, it might go off!

Now all has changed. One meets
Mullahs and others who have their
Bibles and read them. One finds men
of all classes wanting to possess them.
Christ’s name is used with reverence
and listened to in the same way.

A HEATHEN KING CONVERTED

ODERN science and invention is

also harnessed to the chariot
of God. King Tabingwa, of Busoga,
a neighbor to Uganda, was a genuine
despot, according to the African ideal,
and a mighty warrior, who, however,
fought for booty more than for fame.
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He was always accompanied in battle
by two of his wives, who carried his
weapons. It is estimated that at the
height of his power he had as many
as one thousand women in his estab-
lishment. In religion he was what
might be called a free-thinker, for
he only ridiculed the spirits whom the
majority of the people feared. The
magicians were the object of his
special scorn. He would invite them
to his table, but put before them cnly
fish, which they consider unclean
food. If they refused to eat, he
would order their lips and ears to be
cut off, and then would boast that the
evil spirits did not dare to revenge
themselves upon him. When some
of his people became Christians, as a
result of the preaching of the mis-
sionaries who first came to Busoga
in 1891, he had nothing for them but
ridicule and scorn. Both missionaries
and native preachers tried to reach
his heart with the Gospel story but
no impression seemed to he made
until in 1906 he saw some stereopti-

con pictures of the life of Christ.
True to the childlike nature of the

African, the appeal through the eyes
succeeded where the appeal through
the ears had failed. In due time, he
asked for instruction preparatory to
baptism, and after a long time of
testing, which he accepted with true
humility, he was baptized, in the pres-
ence of over a thousand of his sub-
jects, many of whom have since fol-
lowed his example.

CHARACTER BUILDING IN PERSIA

THE American missionary schools

are exerting a profound influ-
ence for good on the youth and also
on the homes and institutions of
Persia. The school at Teheran, en-
rolled in its various departments last
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year over 480 students, many of
whom are Moslems.

It is eight years since the institu-
tion of the college course was recom-
mended by the mission and approved
by the Presbyterian Board. During
this time, tho the country has passed
through many vicissitudes, yet the
demand for education has steadily in-
creased. The attendance has more
than doubled, and lack of accommo-
dations compels the teachers to turn
away pupils. This desire for educa-
tion has remained in spite of all ad-
verse circumstances. The change
seen in the character of the boys is
the most encouraging feature of the
work. During the year nine pupils
and two of the teachers were re-
ceived into church membership. Of
the eleven Persian, Moslem-born,
teachers in the school eight are bap-
tized Christians. All of these, with
one exception, have become Chris-
tians since they entered the school,
and this one was brought in by one
of the other teachers. The younger
boys who profess to be Christians,
or who desire to become so, belong
to a Brotherhood, and the older boys,
with the teachers and a few not
connected with the school, have been
organized into a Y. M. C. A, Of
the teachers and pupils who are ac-
tive members of the Y. M. C. A. or
the Brotherhood, 35 are converts
from Islam and 11 are converts from
Judaism.

THE CHURCH IN FLII

THE Fiji Islands number about

250, of which some 80 are popu-
lated. The two principal islands are
Viti Levu (Great Fiji), 85 miles long
by 40 miles broad, and Vanua Levu, 93
miles by 25 or 30. Missionary work
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was begun on one of the smaller and
most southern islands of the group,
Lakemba, in 1835. It was estimated
that the population of the group at
that time numbered about 200,000.
The whole Fijian race was then sunk
in the deepest and most degraded
heathenism.  Cannibalism was a
common practise, and all the horrors
attendant upon a low animism pre-
vailed throughout the group. Against
this rampant cruelty and immorality
the Christian missionaries wielded
but one weapon: the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God;
and it proved effectual.

Out of a native population of about
90,000, in the Fiji Islands, over 83,-
000 are returned this year as claim-
ing attachment to the Methodist
Church, of whom more than 33,000
are in full membership. The mis-
sionary contributions of the native
church last year amounted to over
£10,700, and in addition to this
amount, large gifts were contributed
for the payment of native teachers
and the maintenance of " native
churches. At Davuilevy, on the
Rewa River, an educational center
has been established with a success-
ful theological institution, a flourish-
ing district teachers’ training college,
and an excellent boys’ high school.
The missionaries in connection with
the native work number 13, togetiter
with 9 missionary sisters. There are
101 native ministers, 125 mnative
catechists, and 819 native teachers.
In connection -with the mission, there
are 998 day schools and 981 Sunday-
schools. It is most probable that
within the next year or two the Fijian
mission will be declared an inde-
pendent district, and pass from un-
der the control of the mission board.
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An Unprecedented World
Situation”

THE REMARKABLE STORY OF MISSIONARY PROGRESS AS REVEALED
IN JOURNEYS AROUND THE WORLD

. MOTT, ILL.D.,, NEW YORK
Chairman of the Continuation Committee of the World Missionary Conference

ECENT visits to many
of the principal battle-
fields of the Christian
Church have imprest
me with the strong con-
viction that the forces

of pure Christianity are facing an

absolutely unprecedented world situ-
ation in the non-Christian world.

It is unprecedented in point of op-
portunity, for there has been nothing
like it in the annals of the Christian
religion. There have been times when
the opportunity in some one part of
the world was as wonderful as now;
but there never has been a time when,
in Far East, in Near East, in South-
ern Asia, in all parts of Africa, in
the East Indian island world, in many
parts of Latin America, as well as
Latin FEurope, and Greek FEurope,
doors were simultaneously as wide
open as they are before the forces
of the Christian religion to-day.

It is unprecedented also in point
of danger. This is due to the
shrinkage of the world, through the
greatly improved means of communi-
cation which has caused the nations
and races to act and react upon each
other with startling directness and
power and virulence. The world has
become a dangerous place in which

to live and nothing save the expan-
sion of Christianity in its purest form
can make the world a safe home for
man. It is not a matter of external
arrangements. We must enter into
and change the motive life, the am-
bitions, the spirit of men, and only
Christianity has shown itself able to
do this wonder work.

The situation-is unprecedented also
in point of urgency. This is true
because so many nations are now in
a plastic condition, and must soon
become set like plaster. Shall they
set in . Christian molds or in anti-
Christian molds? Christianity alone
can answer that question.

More urgent than ever is the situ-
ation because of the rising tides of
nationalism and of racial patriotism
sweeping over the continent of the
non-Christian world. Everywhere 1
have gorie I have become conscious
of the thrill of a new life—nations
coming to their own, peoples being
reborn.  These national and racial
aspirations, if taken advantage of by
Christianity, will bring unexampled
victories; if not, these nations and
races will become opponents and will
greatly retard Christianity’s peaceful
ministry to the world.

The situation is more urgent than

* Report of an address at the Student Volunteer Convention at Kansas City, Missouri, Friday even-

ing, January 2, 1914,
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ever because of the rapid spread of
the corrupt influences of so-called
Western civilization. The blush of
shame has come to my cheeks as I
have seen how these influences from
North America and the British Isles
and Germany, not to mention other
countries, are eating like gangrene
into the less highly organized peoples
of the world.

Again, the situation is more urgent
than ever because of the spread of
the cancerous and leprous growths
of the non-Christian civilizations that
are eating with great deadliness into
the very vitals of Christendom. If I
were not a Christian, I would be-
lieve profoundly in Christian foreign
missions, because at this time, when
the world has at last found itself in
its unity, no one in any part of the
world can longer be indifferent as to
what is taking place in other parts
of the world.

The situation is also more urgent
than ever because of the process of
syncretism, spreading not only in the
non-Christian nations, but even in
our Western nations, as the result of
this impact.

Triumphs of Christianity

But, thank God, we are facing the
most urgent situation the Church has
ever faced because of the recent un-
paralleled triumphs of Christianity.
Wherever 1 have gone, I have found
a rising spiritual tide. The Christ-
ward movement among the peoples of
the world is increasing not only in
volume but, in many parts of the
world, also in momentum. Let me
give you a glimpse of some of the
remarkable things I have seen with
my own eyes that reveal these Christ-
ward world tendencies and move-
ments.

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[February

Russian Contrasts

On my first visit to Russia, about
fourteen years ago, I found it im-
possible to gain access to the edu-
cated classes of that great empire.
At that time if T had been found in
a street-car with five Russian stu-
dents, we would all have been sub-
jected to arrest. Quir meetings then
were mnecessarily held in secret be-
tween midnight and four in the
morning. Had I to do it over again,
I would not hold even these meet-
ings—not because of the risks I ran
so much as because of the risks en-
tailed upon the others. That year I
gave only one public address in
Russia, and at that meeting the spies
were present on all sides and I knew
it. It took me some time to decide
upon a subject that would be safe for
the occasion, but at last, I deter-
mined upon “Secret Prayer.” Had
I spoken upon anything that even
suggested union with others, joining
hands in friendly relations, combina- -
tions, association, propaganda, it
would have ended all efforts then and
there.

Now note the contrast: On my re-
cent visit to Russia, the largest halls
obtainable in the great university
cities were not able to hold the mul-
titudes of the agnostic students.
Practically all of the students are
without religion, but they are the
most religious students that I have
met. They have a thirst to find God
and to learn His truth and to ex-
perience its power. Every word of
my addresses had to be spoken
through interpreters—as a matter of
fact, two had to take turns each
night. The women students were
always present with the men, and
the police would not allow them to
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stand in the aisles, but there is a
large area in the front of the stage
at the Russian theaters where they
were allowed to stand night after
night. I shall never forget the sea
of Russian faces reaching {rom
where I stood up into the galleries,
almost every one of them bearing its
mark of tragedy. I say tragedy ad-
visedly, for more Russian students
commit suicide each year than in all
other nations put together. I believe
that it is true that the vast majority
of the students of Russia have at
least contemplated suicide.

On my recent visit to Russia these
students not only came in great mul-
titudes and Iistened with an intensity
that fairly draws out one’s soul, but
they thronged me on every occasion,
even on the street-cars. Even when
there was no interpreter present they
would follow me about the streets
and would come to my hotel at hours
when it had been announced that I
could not receive people.  They
seemed to think that from me as the
messenger of the Christian students
of America and other countries they
would find something to quench their
thirst to know the truth that sets
men free.

Baron Nicolai and I left little
bands of investigators of pure Chris-
tianity in all of the places we visited.
In one university center I said to the
audience of students, “All who would
like to follow this Christ as I have
been setting Him forth come to such
a hall to-morrow afternoon at two
o'clock.” The test was difficult, but
over seven hundred students re-
sponded. I tried faithfully to put
with simplicity the facts concerning
Christ as the sufficient Savior, and
then T had that crushing experience

AN UNPRECEDENTED WORLD SITUATION 89

of being obliged to leave those seven
hundred - student = inquirers without
any religious organization and with-
out teachers. I had to leave these
would-be investigators as sheep among
wild and ravenous beasts. Such a
necessity cuts off life more than any
other experience.

In still more recent years, Mr.
Sherwood Eddy, Miss Rouse and
Baron Nicolai have had similar ex-
periences in Russia. As a result we
now have not only Bible circles in
all of these Russian universities, but
we have Christian student unions as
well. Last May at Princeton we re-
ceived into the World’s Student
Christian Federation the Christian
Student Movement of Russia. This
is made up largely of those who are
still loyal to the Russian Orthodox
church. Five years ago I would
have said that it was unbelievable
that T should live to see the day when
there would be a Christian Student
Movement in Russia, holding its
summer conferences, publishing its
pamphlets, with four Russian secre-
taries and four American secretaries
giving up their whole time 1o the
leadership of these forces. All this
is with the knowledge and often with
the approval of the highest authori-
ties of the government, for the
statutes have been granted in several
cases.

President Roosevelt sent me a let-
ter to read to the students of Russia,
and in it he made this striking state-
ment: “No land, more than Russia,
holds the fate of the coming years.”
I did not understand it then, but I un-
derstand it now, and I agree with him
absolutely. There are one hundred
and fifty millions of these people
who have shown a capacity for vica-
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rious suffering, for endurance of
hardship, that has not had its parallel
in any other nation. That nation is
located in the belt of power, and
blends in itself the strongest strains
of the East and the West; it is the
home of the three strongest religions
—Christianity, Judaism, and Moham-
medanism. If we press our present
advantage on wise lines among the
tens of millions who are non-Chris-
tians in Russia and among the agnos-
tics in the educated and ruling classes,
that great nation may join us in the
conquest of Asia and Africa.

Turkey—Eighteen Years Ago and Now

In 1895, when I first visited Con-
stantinople, I asked about getting ac-
cess to the Mohammedan students.
The missionaries said, “It is absurd
for you to raise that question, for it
would be dangerous—in fact, illegal
—to attempt to hold assemblies of
the so-called students in Turkey.”
When I went on shipboard to leave
Constantinople we heard the crackle
of rifles shooting down the Armenians
in the streets, and I was told on good
authority that during the weeks [
was there hundreds, if not thousands,
of men had stones placed on their
necks and were sunk in the Bos-
phorus. Why? Because they had
the courage to think out loud.

A little over two years ago I went
to Constantinople again. Think of
the changes! I went to attend a con-
ference of the World’s Student Chris-
tian Federation in the political capi-
tal of the Mohammedan world, Rep-
resentatives of Christian students
came together from twenty-five na-
tions. For five days we met in con-
ference men from over fifty branches
of Protestant Christianity, and in
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addition Coptic Christians, Eastern
Greeks, Roman Catholics, and Rus-
sian Orthodox Christians. We did
not apologize for our religious posi-
tions. Constructively we set forth
the meaning of Christianity and its
world program. Not only that, but
each night in five or six different
centers in Stamboul and Pera, the
largest sections of Constantinople, and
in the largest halls we could secure,
in one place in German, in two places
in French, in one place in English,
in one place in Armenian, apologetic
lectures were given by professors
from America, Great Britain, and
Germany. Here evangelistic appeals
were also made by witnesses from
all parts of the world. These halls
were thronged not only with Ar-
menians and Greeks and Christians
and Jews, but with Moslems in in-
creasing numbers.

When I was about to leave Con-
stantinople to go into the Balkan
States, a deputation waited upon -me
and said, “You are making a mistake
not to visit Stamboul University, the
largest Mohammedan university, with
its eight thousand students.” I re-
plied that if they could arrange a
meeting before my train left I would
go. They secured the largest hall
available and when I went down
there I had a struggle to make my
way to the platform with my inter-
preter. Every seat was taken, as
were all the spaces around the wall.
Many men in the audience wore green
turbans, which my interpreter told
me were a sign that the wearers were
Mohammedan theological students.
I expected difficulty, but with divine
strength 1 set forth Christ as the
only divine Savior, and I never had
a more respectful hearing.
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In some respects Mohammedans
put us to shame. They do not apolo-
gize for their religion, and the last
thing they want us to do is to apolo-
gize for ours. Even a little girl ot
about six years old, in Cairo, who
was asked if she were a Moham-
medan, replied as quick as a flash,
“Yes; thank God, I am a Moham-
medan!” They never apologize, and

that night in Constantinople these

Moslems not only gave me respectiul
hearing but they even gave sympa-
‘thetic attention. An hour passed, and
as I held up Christ as the only Savior
the attention was most wrapt.
Finally, at nearly midnight, when I
was obliged to leave, it took me
nearly forty-five minutes to reach the
door as men stopt me to ask most
searching questions with the eager
desire that characterizes a drowning
man when he grasps the plank thrown
to him for his rescue. They have
urged us to send other lecturers and
speakers, and we have been doing
so year by year. .

Now, it is true that there has been
a reaction, but the fact remains that
in nearly all parts of Turkey you
are to-day free to travel, to hold con-
ventions and great assemblies, to cir-
culate papers and pamphlets by the
thousands, and to do searching evan-
gelistic work. It is no doubt a good
thing that we have some difficulties
in Turkey. We need some opposi-
tion that will test and sift men’s
motives. Church history proves that
Christianity advances best in the face
of difficulties and it is going to ad-
vance in Turkey. That field is open;
it is accessible, and it is responsive.

Changes in North Africa

On my first visit to North Africa,
T tried to find access to the Moham-
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medan students in Cairo, but it was
impossible. But a little over two
years ago when I returned and raised
the same question, the government
officials said, “You may hold meet-
ings for them, but we would not ad-
vise it. It will but fan the flames of
fanaticism.” Some of the more con--
servative missionaries were amazed
at our plan proposed, to secure the .
largest theater in Egypt for our
meetings. There was a play each
night, so that we could not secure
the use of the theater for the eve-
nings when students were free, and
were obliged to content ourselves
with the very unfavorable hour at the
close of the afternoon. The first
afternoon I went down with some
misgivings, but every bit of space in
the house was taken. After the first
day the police and some of the
British soldiers were called upon to
keep order among the hundreds out-
side who could not gain admittance.
Afternoon after afternoon I sought
to set forth positively the truth as it
is found in pure Christianity, with-
out equivocation, but without making
any attack upon Mohammedanism or
even speaking against agnosticism.
Attention was fixt upon the living
Christ. On the last afternoon, when
the time came to give up the theater
because of the play, I had not fin-
ished, and T saw there was very in-
tense attention. The audience was
largely composed of Mohammedan
students, and unbelievers from the
government colleges. I put to them a
proposition like this: ‘“Those of you
who would like to believe in the deity
of Jesus Christ, if you could do so
with intellectual honesty, meet me at
the hall of the American mission”
(about half a mile away). To my
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amazement, when I arrived there, 1
found this hall filled with about six
hundred students who had come in
response to this invitation. We ex-
perienced one of those times when
one stands face to face with the
living Christ, an experience which in
itself is an evidence of the living
Christ. Christ not only was; He is,
as much as any one living. I know
this. I may have doubts on some
questions, but I have had too many
experiences of the power that worketh
in Him, that raised Him {from the
dead, to have any mental reserva-
tions on this point.

Wonderful Transformations in India

On my first visit to India, in 1895
and 1896, I spent about four months
chiefly among the educated classes,
and it was a great joy on leaving to
be convinced that a few scattered
Hindu and Mohammedan students
had been led to become investigators
of Christianity. Few if any of them
had confessed Christ when I left, al-
tho I am glad to say that some were
subsequently baptized. It sent a
thrill of deep joy through me re-
cently when, in one of the Continua-
tion Committee Conferences, one of
the leading debaters arose and said
that in one of those meetings he had
come into a reasonable and vital faith

in Christ. Now he is a propagator
of Christianity.
Another Mohammedan  student

came the last day I was in the Pun-
jab, and said: “My reason is con-
vinced that I ought to become a
Christian, and something in my heart
tells me I will not have peace or
purity or power until I become a
Christian.” T asked him why he did
not become a Christian, and he re-
plied:
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“l am an only son. My father is
a prominent Government official and
a man of wealth. He tells me that
if 1 become a Christian he will disin-
herit me. The only time I men-
tioned it to my mother she beat her

- head against the stone doorstep until

the blood came, for she felt it would
be such a disgrace if her son shouid
become a Christian.”

I had to be honest to tell the man
that there might be times when, for
the sake of the truth, it becomes neces-
sary for a man to leave father, and
mother, and brothers; and to leave
houses and lands; but I also pointed
out the attendant promise of what
blessing will come into the man’s
life who makes that sacrifice. That
proud Mohammedan student bowed
his knee for the first time to Christ;
but he was right in his fears. He
was cast off, and was obliged to flee
to another part of India for safety.
Later he was permitted to return to
Lahore, and the change in his life
had been so great that it influenced
some of his fellow medical students
to become inquirers into Christianity.

These were merely beginnings.
Last year Mr. Eddy and I found a
wide-open door as we went to the
five university centers of Madras,
Bombay, Allahabad, Lahore, and Cal-
cutta. In every place, the largest
hall we could obtain was filled with
students. Here were audiences of
crowded ranks of Hindus, Moham-
medans, Buddhists, Parsees, Jains,
and followers of other non-Christian
religions. Little bands of Christians
were scattered among them. Every
meeting was a conflict so great that
each night after the siege we went
away completely exhausted. In
Madras it seemed at one time as tho
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everything was going to go against
us in the great pavilion. Until a
few months ago we did not know
why it did not go against us. Every-
thing had been so tempestuous, and
it seemed as tho all would be lost.
If the name of Christ was used it
was hissed. Then all at once there
came a hush over the assembly, then
a deepened attention, and then a won-
derful responsiveness. A few months
ago, at Lake Mohonk, we learned from
Mr. Isaacs what had taken place.
We had seen several leave the pavil-
ion, but supposed that it was be-
cause of their antagonism, Last sum-
mer we learned that they were Chris-
tians, who went out to give them-
selves to prayer. As they fell on
their faces in supplication we saw
the tempest stilled by Christ, as He
stilled the tempest of the waves in
olden days.

To-day in India we can not only
gain an extended hearing for the
Gospel with the educated classes, but
there is a response, and, in my judg-
ment, there will be an increasing re-
sponse to the Gospel message. It
means more to be able to point even
to a few baptisms of Hindus or Mos-
lems in India than it would if a
thousand agnostics in our great uni-
versities in America should come out
into a reasonable faith in Christ.

Just one year ago we were at
Serampore, holding a conference with
students from seventy colleges from
all parts of the empire. One eve-
ning at about dusk, Bishop Azariah,
who had recently been consecrated
the first Asiatic bishop of the
Anglican communion, led down into
the water of the Hugli River two
Hindu students for baptism at the
very spot where, one hundred years
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hefore, Carey baptized his first low
caste convert. These two students
were the first fruits of the meetings
conducted by Mr. Eddy and myself.
All over India to-day there are not
scores, not hundreds, but thousands
of the educated classes who are in-
tellectually convinced, and whose
hearts are deeply moved, but who
need that additional impulse which
will come when the Church of the
West recovers her comparatively
buried talent of communion with the
power of God.

I was pained, in India, to hear the
president of a Christian college rise
to say that he did not expect con-
versions in this generation from
among their students, and I could
hardly trust my ears when he added
that the governing board at home
agreed with him that they were not
to expect conversions in this genera-
tion. As soon as I could get on my
feet, I said: “That is not the spirit
that will win conversions in the nexi
generation.” It reminded me of the
young preacher who came to Spurgeon
to ask why he did not have converis
in his ministry. Spurgeon said: “You
do not expect converts after every
sermon, do you?” The young preacher
replied, “Oh, no, of course I do not
expect them after every sermon.”
“Yes,” replied Spurgeon, “I thought
so; that is just the reason why you
do not get them after any sermon.”

The time has come in the Indian
Empire to intensify our siege work.
I thank God for those who have that
type of heroism that is willing to
live, and, if need be, to die in doing
siege work. They are as much to be
envied as the men who see the walls
fall. Those Japanese who did the
mining and the countermining before
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Port Arthur as truly helped to bring
in the wonderful victory as those who
swept over the crest of the hill. I
admire the spirit of those who are
not seeking easy fields where they
can count the converts in large statis-
tics; but who will go to difficult
fields where they will intensify siege
work that the walls may crumble.
Crumble they will; yes, they are
crumbling. I would be glad to spend
a life in front of these walls, even
if I could never look over them.

I never go into Ceylon without
wonder at that little island which
sent out its hundreds and thousands
of Buddhist missionaries, storming
the whole of the vast Asiatic coast,
in a wonderful propaganda which has
resulted in making more Buddhists
than there are followers of any other
religion. Ceylon and Burma are to
this day the great citadels of Bud-
dhism in its most aggressive form.

When we were in Colombo the larg-
est hall was crowded with students
night after night. Some twenty bap-
tisms have already resulted from the
inquirers enlisted during those meet-
ings. In Rangoon, Burma, I could
hardly believe my eyes as I witnessed
the marvelous response we met
among Buddhist students. It re-
minded me of the thrill that must
have come to Judson in the years of
his siege work when he won his first
convert. Everything I saw there and
elsewhere has been made possible by
the work of men like Judson and
other unnamed mniissionaries. You
can not have reaping unless there has
been seed-sowing and weeding and
watering and nurturing, unless the
sun has been shining with light and
warmth from Christ-like lives. Then
you may put in your sickle with
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great confidence. Missionaries make
these things possible.

Korea’s Awakening

I did not visit Korea on my first
journey around the world, because
there were then no students, but on
my third journey to Asia I shall
never forget the scenes, one winter
afternoon, in Independence Hall, out-
side of Seoul. This year I returned,
and altho I was advised that it was
not a desirable time for special evan-
gelistic meetings, particularly for the
student class and the more official
class, on account of the conspiracy
trials, still we could not pass by that
field which the year before had had
sixty thousand additions to the Chris-
tian Church. We could not promise
to spend a week in Seoul, and altho
it was a cold winter, and it was a
critical time, a tent was erected hold-
ing three thousand. This was not
only filled but the people stood out-
side as well. The last of these meet-
ings continued for three hours, and
after we had literally driven away
everyone except those who had signed
cards to indicate that they would ac-
cept Christ as their Savior or would
become investigators, I was still sur-
rounded by three hundred stalwart,
loving Koreans. We have taken too
much for granted. We have assumed
that because of the recent Christian
triumphs in Korea we might occupy
ourselves elsewhere, but that would
be an enormous blunder. For that
very reason we ought to show our-
selves all the more f{friendly. We
ought to join hands with the Chris-
tians of all nations, including the
Christians of Japan, to make that, the
first non-Christian people of the
modern age, become genuinely and
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completely Christian. I came away
from Korea believing that if Chris-
tianity were to die out in America
and in Canada and England, it exists
with such vitality in Korea that it
would ultimately spread again to
our shores and reestablish itself.

Open-mindedness in Japan

Japan has always imprest me as
the most brilliant nation of the world,
one that has achieved greater progress
in one generation than any other
country has achieved in two, if not
in three, generations. The outstand-
ing characteristic of the Japanese
which is largely responsible for her
wonderful progress is, I believe, her
open-mindedness. Some people have
assumed that the wonderful achieve-
ments of the Japanese have turned
their heads. I have been in Japan
four times and find no evidence of
that. On the contrary, the Japanese
impress me as more solemnized now
than ever as a result of their great
and added responsibilities. They are
feverishly in earnest to learn any-
thing they can from other nations.
The Japanese -are open-minded and
are secking to make anything they
find contributory to the growing
power of their nationality.

This means much. Eight years
ago the wonderful cable message
came from Japan to the Student
Volunteer Convention at Nashville:
“Japan is leading the Orient—but
whither?” With aptness that mes-
sage can still be quoted. It is a
wonderful moment in Japan. Our
recent conferences there, in connec-
tion with the Continuation Commit-
tee, were attended by the leading
missionaries of the various Protestant
denominations in this country. We

" tion :
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also had present the leading Japanese
workers. In response to the ques-
Are the educated classes in
Japan as accessible now as they ever
were, even in the late eighties? every
missionary and every Japanese agreed
that they were. All but two in the
two conferences agreed the illiterate
masses were even more accessible
than ever before. Without doubt
there has come another of those won-
derful days of God’s visitation. He
is visiting Japan now.

Each night we had at our meet-
ings as many as two hundred Japa-
nese students, chiefly Government
students, decide to become Christian
inquirers. If we are to judge re-
sults by difficulties overcome, possibly
the most wonderful experience of
this last journey was our last night
spent in Japan. After a very full
day, beginning at about six-thirty in
the morning with many meetings and
conferences with missionaries and
Japanese, we went down at night in
front of the Imperial University, with
its five thousand graduate students.
It has about five hundred professors,
nearly all of whom have received one
or more degrees from European or
American universities. It is the great
intellectual lighthouse for the whole
Eastern world. We had secured the
great auditorium of the Canadian
Presbyterian Church. As I went
down there, somewhat exhausted, 1
said: “It is time, O Lord, for Thee
to work.” Every seat on the floor
and in the gallery was taken, and the
standing space at the back was com-
pletely filled. With four addresses,
each one through an interpreter, the
meeting lasted nearly four hours. At
the close, three hundred and seventy
of these men, including two pro-
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fessors "and some of the doctors of
philosophy, had signed cards indicat-
ing three things:

(1) I will make a conscientious
study of the four gospels; and that
I may do this to the best advantage,
I will meet for one hour each week
with others who are making the
same investigation.

(2) T will pray daijly to the holy
God for wisdom to find the truth,
and for courage to follow it after I
have discovered it.

(3) When my reason and con-
science permit me to do so, I will
take Christ as my Savior and Lord.

Those last moments with those

three hundred and seventy bowed in
prayer together constitute another
of those evidences that Christ lives
and that He is able to speak through
languages or the lack of languages.
He is able to break through intellec-
tual pride; and through racial preju-
dices and misunderstandings. Christ
will take care of Himself. If He is
but lifted up, He will draw all men,
whether they are educated men, or
are illiterate men, whether they are
in the Far East or in the Near East.
I was recently cheered by word from
Japan that of those who became in-
quirers in different parts of Japan
many have already been baptized.

Overturnings in China

In 1896, when I first went to
China, I became interested in the
literati, the scholars of that great
land of scholars. A missionary with
whom I was speaking, said: “We will
never live to see the day when the
literati will be really accessible.”
When I returned I spoke of the Chi-
nese literati as the Gibraltar of the
student world, for they seemed to
occupy an absolutely impregnable
Position.
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Five years later, I spent one day
with the presidents of seventeen mis-
sionary colleges during which most
of the time was given to discussing
the question of reaching the literati.
We concluded that it might be possi-
ble to reach one here and thete, at
the end of the examinations, and
that in time we might win a few, but
we could not hope for large num-
bers and still less for organized work
among them.

Again, five years later still, the
walls of Jericho were beginning to
crumble. In some places I could
look through, and here and there I
could reach my hand through and
feel somebody clasp it. The ancient
literati were beginning to give way
to the modern literati, and in three
places I was able to meet with them.

A year ago, when I reached Can-
ton, I found to my alarm that they
had hired the largest theater in
China, a building that holds thirty-
five hundred people. On the night
of the first meeting, as we neared
the theater, I saw crowds in the
streets, and asked: “Why do they not
open the doors?” Some one came
to tell us that the doors had been
open for an hour and that every
seat was taken. Tickets had been
distributed to the Government stu-
dents, Government officials, and to the
educated classes. On the platform
were about fifty of the leading edu-
cated Chinese of Canton, many of
them young men who had studied in
Tokio and in American universities.
The first night the chair was taken
by a Chief Justice, a man who was
not a Christian. The next night the
chairman was a man high in Gov-
ernment position but not a Chris-
tian. The following night the Com-
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missioner of Education, a Christian,
took the chair. Each night two or
three addresses were given through
an interpreter. There were always
large crowds, tho not as large as the
first night, and by the time the series
was over, over seven hundred had
signed cards with the three promises.
Those seven hundred led one hundred
more of their fellow students to be-
come inquirers, the blind leading the
blind. Already ome hundred and
forty-five have been baptized or are
probationers for baptism.

Those were full days in Canton.
We had Continuation Committee con-
ferences by day and then for variety
we had these campaigns with ‘the
students at night. A delegation of
Chinese came to me and said: “Why
must we be baptized if we become
Christians? Will you not hold a
meeting to answer that question?”
Every hour was taken, but it oc-
curred to me that they might bring
their delegation to a place near where
I was to attend a dinner and that I
might be excused from one of the
courses in order to tell them why
they should be baptized.  They
brought a delegation of twenty-five
and I tried to explain the matter in
such a way that they would be
able to tell others. The truth took
hold of them and I made bold to
ask: “How many of you are ready to
take this step?” In response about
seventeen stood up. The Chinese are
logical. Convince them of the way
they ought to go and they go! Naps-
leon said of China: “There sleeps a
giant. Let him sleep. When China
is moved, she will move the world.”

From Canton I went north to the
province of Confucius, that “sage
of ten thousand generations,” as the
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Chinese say. He has been a won-
derful teacher and I am not altogether
sotry that there is something of a
reaction in favor of his teachings.
The Chinese were going too fast in
their tendency to throw aside all
the teachings of Confucius. I said
to the students: “Hold on to every-
thing that your reason and your
conscience teaches you to be true;”
but I always added: “Do not let that
keep you from accepting truth which
Christ alone made known to men.”

Scenes in Manchuria

I had not planned to go to Man-
churia, but the Scotch and Irish and
Danish missionaries exprest their
conviction that I was making a mis-
take not to visit Mukden. I told
them that if they would put more
days in the calendar I would plan to
make a short wvisit. I also sug-
gested that they might persuade the
Japanese Government to put on. a
special engine and car so that I need
not travel on Sunday. 1 would be
able to give a week-end. Finally,
however, by cutting my visit short
in Korea we arranged for the visit
to Manchuria. The Governor heard
that I was coming, and said: “Our
hall is not large enough.” They tele-
graphed me about this. I have
friends in America and Canada arid
England who have said: “If at any
time money will widen your oppor-
tunity, use money.” I therefore told
them to build a pavilion, but the
Governor would not permit it and
took the money from his own pocket
to build the large pavilion. He also.
called upon the Government colleges,
students and professors, to march to
the meetings. Not only was the
place filled with five thousand, but
many had to be turned away.
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There we had one of those ex-
periences that fasten themselves upon
our consciousness. On the last day
six or seven hundred signed the
threefold resolutions as inquirers. On
the platform by my side during these
lectures was the Commissioner of
Education, not a Christian. When I
had sent the crowd away and had
only these six or seven hundred in-
quirers there, his excellency arose
and said: “I want to say something.”
I sat down by my interpreter and
said: “Tell me quickly what he says.”
The Commissioner said: “Young
men, I have heard all of these lec-
tures to which you have listened, and
I have been particularly interested
in these promises which you have
made. I call upon you now, every
one, to keep these promises. If this
gentleman ever comes back to Man-
churia, let it not be said that any one
of you have gone back on these reso-
lutions.”

Mr. Sherwood Eddy could tell of
even more remarkable experiences
in Peking, Nanking, Hongkong, and
Fuchau, where in the last days of
his campaign five thousand were in
daily attendance to hear these mes-
sages, and nearly two thousand came
to be inquirers. :

In Peking, the president of the
Chinese University said: “Mr. Mott,
I have heard ahout your methods and
I would like to know your message.”
Then for over forty minutes he ques-
tioned me as to the vital points of
the Christian message. Then he
said: “Mr. Mott, you must change
your plans. 1 want you to stay in
China and visit not only the great
cities, but all of the smaller cities
wherever you can find young men
and school boys to tell them about

this message, for, while Confucius
teaches us the truth, you have been
giving us a message which tells about
the power to follow the truth.” That
is the Chinese mind again, laying
hold of the essentials.

Acceptance of the Opportunities

Are not these facts sufficient to
convince any one that we are living
in a wonderful age? Old things
have passed away; all things have
hecome new. These nations are wide
open to us. They are accessible.
Their fields are ripe. They are
ready for the sickle. The time has
come to reap, and, in the name of
God, ask yourself whether it may
not be the will of God that you
should dedicate your life to the mis-
sionary cause. . I know North
America, and my soul tingles with
the possibilities here; but I would
be dishonest if I said that there are
greater opportunities here than in the
Orient. There is a tremendous field
for missionaries, evangelists, and
others with the evangelistic spirit, to
become doctors, teachers, editors, au-
thors, apologists, statesmen, apostles.

One other word. We also need
provision - for such an enlargement
of the Volunteer Movement as will
make it possible to put more recruit-
ing officers into the field. We must
have them. One thousand four hun-
dred and eighty volunteers have sailed
in the past four years. Two thou-
sand should sail in the next four
years. Four hundred colleges have
been visited in a year. We ought to
be visiting a thousand. If we are to
do this we must have a budget of
sixty thousand dollars a year for the
next four years. It is a privilege to
associate our sacrifices with Christ
for the enlargement of His work.
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Five Thousand Students in Line
for Missions

THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE REMARKABLE STUDENT VOLUNTEER
CONVENTION IN KANSAS CITY, DECEMBER 31, 1913,
TO JANUARY 4, 1914

BY THE EDITOR

% T would be impossible
for any one, with vis-
ion and imagination,
with faith in God and
faith in man, to view
unmoved  the  vast
six thousand students

audience of
and missionary leaders who recently
gathered for five days at Kansas
City to consider the claims of for-
eign missions upon their hearts and

lives. Nearly five thousand of these
delegates were students from over
seven hundred colleges and pro-
fessional schools of United States
and Canada—the picked young men
and young women of America—in
training for leadership at home and
abroad. Think what it means for
them to devote a week of the Christ-
mas holidays to daily missionary
meetings—three sessions a day, with
intense, spiritual, practical questions
presented for their earnest considera-
tion without self-interest and with-
out compromise.

It is impossible to conceive of the
immense influence that such a con-
vention may exert on the history of
the world. If these four thousand
students have been cleansed and set
on fire with a live coal from off
God’s altar, if they have caught the
vision of a world’s need—a world
for which Christ died; if they have
caught the spirit of a Savior's love
and sacrifice; if they have heard the

call of God to devote themselves and
their talents wholly to Him; if they
have determined to obey the vision
and the call—who can measure the
power generated and set free in
five thousand channels as a result
of this convention. It is as tho five
thousand torches had been lighted
with the fire of God and then had
scattered over the continent to light
in turn other torches and to spread
their light and heat in bringing the
truth and love of God to all mankind.

The Purpose and Plan

Nothing less than a great cause
and a great purpose could call to-
gether such a number of young men
and young women. Many of them
came at real sacrifice of time and
of money and were prepared for a
still more complete sacrifice of life.
About one-third of them—1,600—
were already Student Volunteers,
but fully three thousand had not yet
decided to be {foreign missionaries.
Twice a day—morning and evening—
they gathered in the great conven-
tion hall to listen to some of the
foremost missionary leaders in the
world present the needs of the non-
Christian peoples for the saving Gos-
pel of Christ. For two hours and a
half at a stretch the order was prac-
tically perfect, the interest was eager
and unwavering. The organization
and program were well-nigh perfect.
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Ushers and doorkeepers performed
their arduous duties with Christian
courtesy as a service to God; the
famous Association Quartet led the
devotional singing with marvelous
effect; the generous hosts in Kansas
City did much to insure the success
of the meetings, and the speakers,
almost without exception, spoke with
great nower as inspired messengers
of Guu. ‘rhere was no applause and
yet it was not difficult to note the
sympathetic and appreciative response
wiich these messages met in the
‘hearts of the delegates. Even when
a speaker could not be heard—as was
the case in very few instances—the
attention was almost perfect.

The plan of the convention de-
serves notice. The program was by
no means made up of popular mis-
sionary addresses and appeals to ser-
vice. It was progressive—beginning
at a definite point and proceeding to
a definite goal. The first purpose of
the leaders was nof to secure more
missionary recruits, but to bring the
delegates into harmony with the will
and Spirit of God. The meetings
thus emphasized sanity, sanctity and
service.

A Survey of the Fields

At the opening session on Wednes-
day afternoon, devotional addresses
were given by John R. Mott, Robert
E. Speer and Dr. Robert F. Horton
of London. The theme was the en-
thronement of Christ in the heart and
life as the first essential to right
. thinking and right decisions. Then
followed for three sessions a most
masterly presentation of the present
situation in non-Christian lands and
the call to Christians to give them
the Gospel. Dr. Charles R. Watson,
secretary of the United Presbyterian
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Boards of Missions, pointed out the
urgency of the missionary problem
among Moslems in Africa,

Shall we Christians tarry and trifle
while Africa is in darkness?

* Kk

While we delay and dally Mo-
hammedanism is increasing in geo-
graphical extent, and in influence.

¥ *x % ;

While within the last ten years
fifty Moslems in Africa have been
converted to Christ, there have been
some 50,000 pagans who have gone
over to Islam. And they are more
difficult to reach as Moslems than
they would have been as pagans.

) * % %

On the other hand there are signs
of decay in Moslem political power.
To-day there is not a single inde-
pendent Moslem state in Africa—
Egypt, the Sudan, Tripoli, Morocco
have all come under the control of
European governments.

* % %

The supreme problem of unoccu-
pied fields to-day is the problem of
Moslem territory in Africa.

* % X%

The price of victory is general-
ship and individual sacrifice. There
must be a new laying hold on God
for the rescue of Moslem Africa.

The impressive address by Dr.
Samuel M. Zwemer on “The Ful-
ness of Time in the Moslem World,”
will be printed in full in our March
number. This modern Raymond
Lull held the vast audience spell-
bound while he explained and illus-
trated in a masterful way the five
facts which show that, in God’s
calendar, the fulness of time has
come to redeem those under the yoke
of Islam:

1. For the first time in history the

whole of Christendom is face to face
with the whole of Islam.
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PART OF THE AUDIENCE OF OVER SIX THOUSAND IN CONVENTION HALL, KANSAS CITY, AT THE SEVENTH STUDENT VOLUNTEER FOREIGN MISSIONARY CONVENTION,
DECEMBER 31, 1913, TO JANUARY 4, 1914

These students came from 755 colleges and other educational institutions of the United States and Canada. John R. Mott, LL.D., presided. Among the delegates were 3,084 repre-
sentatives of colleges, universities and professional schools (including about 160 Chinese delegates), 279 secretaries, missionaries, and other Foreign Mission Board representatives, 53 editors
and representatives of the press, 350 laymen, and 365 special delegates and guests—a total of 5,031 regular attendants at the convention. Beside these there were over 1,000 hosts and other
visitors from Kansas City in daily attendance, and at times it was necessary to hold overflow meetings.

Above the platform (on which were seated the foreign missionaries and Board representatives) was hung an immense map of the world showing the prevailing religions in each continent.
Lines stretching from North America indicated the countries to which student volunteers have sailed as foreign missionaries since 1887. These number 5,882, of whom 638 have gone to
Africa, 26 to Arabia, 40 to Central America, 1,739 to China, 1,133 to India, Burma and Ceylon, 743 to Japan, 28 to Latin and Greek countries of Europe, 168 to Mexico, 67 to Islands of
the Pacific, 163 to the Philippines, 51 to Persia, 104 to Siam, Laos and Strait settlements, 359 to South America, 221 to Turkey, 177 to West Indies and 225 to other countries.
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2. To-day we know the character
and power of Islam as never before.

3. The political power of Islam
has collapsed and almost all of the
Moslem world is under Christian
governments.

4. The social and intellectual status
.and standards of Islam are changing.

5. There 1s a present-day spiritual
crisis and opportunity in Islam.

On the second- day the Macedonian
calls were heard from other lands.
A Japanese Christian earnestly ap-
pealed for Christian messengers for
his people; a Chinese called for
those who will help redeem China;
C. D. Hurrey, formerly Y. M. C. A.
secretary in South America, and
Bishop Kinsolving of Brazil told of
the spiritual darkness and open doors
in South America, and A. C. Harte,
student secretary for India, presented
the problem of his adopted country
and people. Many of these powerful
addresses will appear in the ReviEw,
so that we give here only a few
striking phrases:

In Latin America the student class
rules. How they will rule may be
guessed by the fact that at present
not two per cent. of the students in
the universities have any interest in
the Bible or in Christianity.—FHUR-
REY,

* %k

Buddhism, Confucianism and Shin-
to have no influence to-day on the
Japanese students. In the univer-
sity of Tokyo, among five thousand
students, only 700 claimed to be fol-
lowers of these religions, while goo
put themselves down as atheists and
3,000 as agnostics or indifferent.
Seventy confessed themselves to be
Christians—Karo.

¥ o% x

The temptations to young men in
Japan can scarcely be over estimated.
The police of Tokyo recently re-
ported that 300,000 men frequented
houses of ill-fame in a single month

o1 '
in that city of two million inhab-
itants.—KaTo.
* * 4
As a result of the Mott and Eddy
meetings last spring there were 2,000

enquirers enrolled among the stu-
dents and of these 150 have already

been received into the Christian
Church—XKaTo.

* x %
In India to-day there is an

awakening in one generation such as
required four hundred years to take
place in Europe. There are now
4,000,000 Christians in India and
more than 3,000 new baptisms are
taking place, on an average, each
fortnight—HARTE.
* % %

Africa has dozens of bishops and
the United States has 116, but South
America has only four. Philadelphia
has 690 Protestant churches, while
Buenos Ayres has only 10. There .
are ten times as many preachers of
the Gospel in the one State of Iowa
as there are in all South America.—
KinsoLviNG.

* k%

In the interests of Mariolatry, or
at least without the protest of the
dominant Church, there is, in South
America, an ethical status more detri-
mental to pure morals and more dis--
honoring to Christ than is found in
open paganism.—KINSOLVING.

* * %

In South America we find: A
sacramental system without real wor-
ship; a closed Bible; false doctrine;
baneful superstition; untutored igno-
rance; almost complete divorce from
Christianity; a deplorable moral ana
ethical status.—Kinsorvivg.

* %

The result of keeping the Bible
from the laity and the denial of the
right of private judgment will al-
ways be the enslavement of the con-
science of any people.-—KINSOLVING.

* k%

From a missionary viewpoint the
most remarkable and powerful ad-
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dress delivered at this convention—
perhaps at any gathering—was the
story told by John R. Mott of what
he had seen with his own eyes of
the transformations in the Nearer
and the Farther East. He told of
the contrast in the attitude of gov-
ernments and people and the oppor-
tunities for preaching the Gospel as
he found them on his journeys four-
teen and eighteen years ago in com-
parison with the open doors on his
recent journey around the world. It
is a marvelous report and will be
found in full on another page.

The Sources of Power

~ One session of the convention was
devoted to the presentation of the
sources of spiritual power—for the
emphasis of the speakers was ever
on the necessity of a healthy spiritual
life and right relationship with God
rather than on any particular act of
devotion or field of service. Presi-
dent W. Douglas MacKenzie of Hart-
ford Theological Seminary spoke on
the need of special training, Professor
Henderson of the University of Chi-
cago urged the need of knowing
Christ, the world and our right re-
lation to both of them, Dr. W. W,
White presented the need for sane
and systematic Bible study and
prayer, and Mr. Sherwood Eddy
brought home to all hearts the duty
of “soul winning in student days as
an essential preparation for a fruitful
missionary career.”

“Train your mind to see the truth
of God and your vision to see the
needs of man.”—MAacKENZIE.

x kK

Let us not go forth with the in-
sufficient preparation of “quacks” to
practise our Christian profession
among men but let us see that we
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have trained minds and skilled prac-
tise, so that we may give the best
we have to men in the service of
Christ.—HENDERSON.
¥ x o
There is a mutual satisfaction in
man’s right relationship to God—
God seeks worshipers and man seeks
God—W. W. WHITE.

* ok ok

Prophets to-day, like the prophets
of old, must study the sacred books
of God, must maintain fellowship
with God, and must give utterance
by word and life to the message of
God to men—W. W. WHITE,

Xk %

A missionary is one sent to win
men to Jesus Christ, so that the best
preparation for missionary work is
the winning of men, . This is
proved by the command of Christ,
the teachings of Christ, the example
of Christ, and the history of the
Church.—FEbppy.

Many are not winners of men to-
day because of indifference, of hid-
den sin, or from fear of man.—Epby.

ok %

If you would become winners of
men (I) renounce the hidden things
of shame (2 Cor. 4:2), and sanctity
ourselves; (2) manifest the truth as
it is in Christ; (3) command your-
selves to every man’s conscience;
(4) live as in the sight of God.—
Eppy.

We have long since ceased to
doubt that we will win Asia for
Christ, but how are we to win Amer-
ica if we relegate to the few the
witnessing to Christ at home >—EDppy,

* k%

Perhaps the most remarkable ses-
sion in the program in point of cumu-
lative effect of a series of addresses
was that on Saturday morning
when the subject presented was
“Forces to Be Wielded in Behalf of
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Foreign Missions.” Some of these
papers we have secured for our read-
ers to be printed later. Dr. James L.
Barton, secretary of the American
Board, first presented the need {for
“Missionary  Statesmanship”;  J.
Campbell White of the Laymen’s
Missionary Movement set forth in
speaking  statistics the ‘“Money
Power”; Dr. James H. Franklin, sec-
retary of the American Baptist For-
eign Missionary Society, pleaded in
a convincing way for “Unity and Co-
operation” ; Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer
showed the “Power of Sacrifice,”
and Dr. Robert F. Horton reached
the climax with an address on the
“Power of Prayer.” Each address
was a masterpiece with both logical
and spiritual power.

Missionary statesmanship is the ex-
hibition and exercise of conspicuous
ability and sagacity in the manage-
ment and direction of missionary
affairs.—BARTON,

* k. %

Three perils stand in the way of
the development and use of mission-
ary statesmanship: (1) Failure to
study and grasp the immensity of
the task; (2) failure to prepare ade-
quately for the accomplishment of
the task; and (3) undue eagerness
to secure visible results. The first
is due to superficiality on the part of
students, the second to desire of the
boards for workers, and the third to
the demands of the Ssupporters at
home for statistics.—BARTON,

X % o

We need statesmanship (1) in re-
lation to the development of an in-
digenous native church; (2) in the
development of native forces on the
field; (3) in the presentation of the
work of missions to governments at
home and abroad; (4) in ability to
see the whole work and the whole
field; and (5) in Christlike inter-
cession for the world field—BarTon.

103

In United States each Christian
has two non-Christians to reach; in
non-Christian lands each Christian
missionary has a parish of 70,000:---
J. C. Warre.

* ok ok

There are now only one in 2,500
American Protestant church-members
on the foreign mission fields. If
we eliminate fifty per cent. of our
church-members as non-contributing
we could treble our missionary force
and still leave only one foreign mis-
sionary to be supported by four hun-
dred Christians at home—J. C.
WHITE.

* kX

If the Protestant church-members
of America gave an average of only
four cents a week to foreign mis-
sions it would mean an income of
nearly $50,000,000 a year for the
work. Many could give $1,000,000
outright to foreign missions while
they are still alive and are not com-
pelled to give it up.—J. C. WHITE.

* k%

The question to consider in Chris-
tian unity is not one of compromise
but of a larger comprehension of the
love and truth of God. We need not
ask: What must I give up, but what
can I contribute to the sum of
Christian truth—J. H. FranvkLIN,

* k%

It is true for the denomination as
for the individual: “He that would
save his life shall lose it, and he that
shall lose his life for My sake, the
same shall find it.”—]. H. FRANKLIN,

* kX

The only power that money has is
found not by hoarding but when it is
poured out and set free to do God’s
bidding.—S. M. ZwWEMER.

¥ k%

The “scar-marks” that we have re-
ceived in behalf of Christ are the
only test of our faithfulness as fol-
lowers of the crucified Christ.—
ZWEMER,

* K %

Is the shadow of the cross on your

bank account, or do you only spend

electronic file created by cafis.org



104

for the Kingdom what you can easily
spare m—ZWEMER,

X ok %

Intercession is the highest form of
prayer, the mightiest instrument of
the Christian and brings the greatest
blessing.—HorTON.

£ %

We can not come to the experience
of Pentecost except by the way of
Calvary.—IHoRTON.

x Kk

One striking and most hopeful
feature of the convention was the
emphasis on prayer—in the call to
the convention; in the daily cards
distributed for the “Morning Watch”
and in the daily sessions and ad-
dresses. Man is potent only as he is
linked with God’s omuipotence.

The Delegates’ Responsibility

The great privileges and oppor-
tunities of such a convention neces-
sarily involve grave responsibilities
on those who attend. These were
well presented by Sherwood Eddy at
the deeply-impressive closing session
on Sunday evening. The possibilities
of such a gathering of educated lead-
ers can scarcely be imagined if these
young men and young women have
heard the voice of God, have seen
the vision of service and fully conse-
crate their lives to {fcllowing His
will.  Out of such a convention may
come the future Motts, and Speers,
and Eddys, and Hortons and Ding Ui
Meis, and Aczariahs not only of
America, but of China and Africa,
of India and Japan, of Turkey and
South America.

The student delegates have first a
responsibility to themselves—to face
the facts thoughtfully and honestly
and then to act with conscientious
loyalty and devotion.
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They have a wide opportunity
among their fellows in the colleges
and other institutions to which they
return. When Horace Rose went
back to his college fired with mis-
sionary zeal, the result was 25 new
student volunteers, 400 converts to
Christ and 600 enrolled in Bible
study classes. If that is the result
with one man what might not be the
result with 4,000 students consecrated
to the service of God?

In their homes and churches and
local committees, these delegates may
spread the fire. In a Wichita church
one man was able to gather a band of
personal workers who were the means
of winning 3,000 converts in the dis-
trict.

But the responsibility for using
the inspiration gained at Kansas
City is world-wide. There has been
a vision of the needs of the world.
Many volunteers have fallen at the
front. Who will fill their places?

Results of Student Conventions

These large Volunteer Conven-
tions are justified only by the results
secured in the lives of individuals
and of communities. Since the be-
ginning of the work twenty-seven
years ago, 5,882 student volunteers
have sailed for foreign mission fields.
In the last four years 1,466 have
left America—this is the largest num-
ber in any one quadrennial—more
than sailed in all the first twelve
years of the movement. A larger
number of new volunteers were also
enrolled in the past four years than
in any previous similar period.

One of the greatest advances has
been in mission study classes. The
membership in these has increased in
the last four years from 29,000 to
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40,000. This study and world vision
have also meant an intensified prayer
life and deepened spirituality among
the students and have helped to trans-
form many individuals and many
college communities.

The most spectacular sessions of
the convention were those of Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights. On
_the first, after Dr. Mott’s address,
the delegates contributed in ten min-
utes over $80,000 ($20,000 a year)
for the work of the movement in the
next four years. This is about one-
half of the amount needed. The
second was on Saturday when Secre-
tary of State Bryan and Dr. J. A.
McDonald of the Toronto Globe de-
livered oratorical missionary ad-
dresses; and the third and most im-
pressive was when, as the entire audi-
ence stood, the names were read of
fifty-three volunteers who have died
since the previous convention. Of
these the name most often lovingly
mentioned by many speakers was that
of William Borden, the young volun-
teer who consecrated his wealth and
himself to the cause of Christ and laid
down his life in Cairo. After the
reading of the “honor roll” and the
singing of the martyrs’ hymn, the stu-
dent volunteers at the convention who
expect to sail this year—nearly one
hundred of them—stood and were
dedicated in prayer to their life work.
It was a solemnizing moment and yet
one of _joyful anticipations, such as
might characterize the departure of
fresh troops for a life-saving battle
on the frontier.

"One unusual feature of the con-
vention was the presence of 160
Chinese delegates—many of them
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women. They formed a striking ob-
ject lesson of the results and the op-
portunity of foreign missions. Most
of these are preparing for Govern-
ment service in China and some of
them were not yet Christians. Each
afternoon they held their own con-
ferences and on the third day six
openly confessed their faith in Christ
for the first time, and five others
agreed to study the Gospels and to
follow Christ so far as He appealed
to their reason and consciences. Over
twenty of the Chinese delegates were
led to determine to devote their lives
to distinctively Christian service in
China. This means that they have
renounced the prospects of political
preferment and have chosen to fol-
low the way of the Cross—service
through sacrifice.

The greatest student convention the
world has ever seen passes into his-
tory to make history. We are confi-
fident that men and women received
there a new vision of Christ that has
led to new consecration, a new fel-
lowship with God that has brought
new health and power and a new
view of the world that will lead
hundreds, perhaps thousands, to place
themselves at the disposal of our
Lord, cost what it may. Never has
there been in the history of the
world a convention of so many Chris-
tian students to study the needs\ of
the world and to face their own in-
dividual responsibility to supply those
needs. In the words of the chairman,
Dr. Mott: “If this convention disap-
points Christ, what means can we ex-
pect will arouse men and women to
respond to His call.”
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A State Religion for China

BY REV. ARTHUR H. SMITH, T'UNG CHOU

Missionary of the American Board; author of “China in Convulsion,” etc.

N the two years which
have elapsed since the

establishment of the
Chinese Republic it
has become evident
both to the Chinese

themselves and to old residents of
China, that an unfavorable change
has come over the morals of the
Chinese people. There is a general
disregard not only for the fixt cus-
toms of the past, but of rules, regu-
lations, laws, and of authority in
general.

Individualism in its extreme form
has invaded the land of conservative
and patriarchal antecedents. The
ominous terms for “Liberty,” and
“Equality,” are now a well-recog-
nized part of Chinese speech, and
while they are not understood they
are aggressively misunderstood.
P’ing temg — “all-on-a-level” —is a
phrase used in China with a new
content, and if present-day notions
were to be carried to their logical
limits there would seem to be an
end of any kind of control over any
one in China. In this experience
China is only repeating that of other
lands. The French Revolution, with
its frightful aftermath, has never
been forgotten by modern civiliza-
tion. Not unlike that destructive
epoch was the phase through which
the newly formed United States went
for some decades after their freedom
was theoretically won. A like phe-
nomenon was witnessed on a smaller

‘scale at the end of the civil war in

the middle “sixties” of the last cen-
tury.

During the past few years, as
is well known, the leaders of thought
in Japan have been greatly troubled
over similar symptoms in that em-
pire, and their anxiety for the morals
of the people led in the early part of
1912 to the singular Conference of
Religions in Tokyo, which attracted
so much attention in Japan and out
of it. During the past year and more
scores of thousands of soldiers have
been discharged from the Chinese
army. They constitute a justly
dreaded class. Many of them took
with them their arms and ammuni-
tion, and almost at once there began
a reign of terror in several provinces
which has spread until it has become
more or less characteristic of the
whole land. This is sometimes
termed “quiet anarchy” (a correct
description with the exception of the
limiting adjective), a state of things
to which the Chinese have been ac-
customed for millenniums, whenever
favoring conditions, such as a change
of dynasty, etc., exist. It is as true
now as it seems always to have been
that the evils of China have been
largely economic in their origin.
Were there work enough and food
enough for all the people events
would take a different course, a
large and roomy IF, which is found
in other countries also. But it is not
in roaming bandit soldiers alone, and
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mm  amateur hands of predatory
civilians always to be found in China,
that the absence of restraint is shown.

Taxes and Corruption

At the beginning of the revolution it
was thought prudent—so it was said
—to promise that the advent of the
republic would be accomplished by
the remission of all taxes—for a
time. No bad habit is so easily and
so radically cured as that of paying
taxes, and once cured it was hard to
get it started again—and remains so
to this day. The hated Manchu
was largely hated because he always
wanted money, and if the republic
was to demand also, what was thc
good of a change? During these two
years the provinces which heretofore
have always supplied the governtuent
with funds, have sent only driblets,
and so China is contracting the loan
habit, which, unless checked, can
lead only to bankruptcy and to active
intervention. The same disregard of
rules has long existed in the schools
of all grades, where the scholars have
practically taken charge, boycotting
and securing the dismissal of teachers,
insisted upon certain courses of study
to the exclusion of others, upon easy
examinations, high marks, and im-
mediate employment after graduation.
Of most of the evils the Govern-
ment University in Peking has been
—and still is—a most flagrant ex-
ample. It has been a common com-
plaint that corruption, always abound-
ing in China, has been even worse
and more unblushing under the re-
public than before, for the reason that
previous restraints no longer restrain.
The. conduct of the Parliament, upon
which such high hopes were set, was
a distinct and a progressive dis-
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illusion for all those who thought
China’s salvation was to be evolved
by this piece of machinery. Party
spirit ran too high, greed was too
obviously rampant, and there reigned
a supreme incapacity to rise to the
emergency of China’s dire need. So
large and so unwieldy a body, ham-
pered by rules of an impossible
quorum, placed a premium upon dis-
order and upon blocking all business
by merely withdrawal from the
chamber. As each party did this in
turn the result was a long record of
costly nullities.

Delay of Religion

Religious faith, it is pointed out,
has manifestly decayed. Even in the
Manchu dynasty temples were turned
wholesale into school-houses, with or
without the consent of “the people,”
who then figured very little. Under
a republic all this would be amended,
but it has gone on as before, and
this not only in great cities like Can-
ton and Tientsin—the two most con-
spicuous examples—but in rural re-
gions passim. DBuddhist priests have
not infrequently tried to recover their
temples by putting themselves- into
communication and alliance with
Japanese Buddhists, always ready to

interfere in Chinese affairs. But the
Chinese Government in Manchu
times refused to listen to the

specious plea by Japanese that Bud-

.dhism should be put on a level with

Christianity as a privileged religion,
on the ground that there was nothing
of the sort mentioned in the treaties
with Japan. Something therefore
must be done to rehabilitate the
morals of China. When the republic
was launched it was openly pro-
claimed by its promoters that hence-
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forth we were to have religious
liberty in China, and this promise
has been often reaffirmed down to
the assembling of Parliament, and
the work of the large committee to
which was entrusted the drafting of
the new Constitution,

It was not long, however, before
we began to hear that an article was
in contemplation making Confucian-
ism the state religion of China, an
announcement received with much
natural incredulity by those who knew
what irreconcilable differences of
_opinion have long existed as to
whether Confucianism conforms to
- the definition of “a religion” at all.
It is only within the past few years
that the Chinese language had had
any phrase to express the concept
“religion,” and the compound now
in use (“tsumg-chiao”) means liter-
ally ancestral instruction, but it has
come to China from Japan—with
many another new term—to “supply
a want which has long been felt,” not,
however, felt by the Chinese them-
selves, but by others who have to
use the Chinese language. The ques-
tion whether Confucianism is or is
not in the Occidental sense “a re-
ligion” has never had the smallest
interest for the Chinese—even if
they could have comprehended it—
but now that they are increasingly
sensitive to Western ideas it is other-
wise.

The prime mover in the vigor-
ous effort to establish at this late day
a state religion for China, is under-
stood to be Mr. Ch’en Huan-chang,
is a graduate of Columbia University,
N.Y,a few years ago, who prepared
as his thesis for the degree of philoso-
phy a treatise in two extended vol-
umes on “The Economic Principles
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of Confucius and His School,” which
are published by the university. Mr.
Ch’en is very learned in Confucian-
ism and in economics, and he has
succeeded in establishing a relation-
ship between them hitherto altogether
unexpected, unless by the initiated.
It appears that Confucius was not
only a moralist, as we all knew, but
more particularly a political econ-
omist, who saw and who foresaw
nearly everything that is now known,
and more clearly than we know it.
Mr. Ch’en’s volumes are monuments
of industry, according to our ideas
mistakenly applied, but well adapted
to mislead those who accept the
author’s large assumptions. This is
not the place to examine them nor
to point out their fallacies—tho it
may be desirable that this should
somewhere be done. Being a
thoroughly sincere believer in Con-
fucianism as the only possible hope
for China and the coming religion
of mankind, it was natural for Mr.
Cl'en to desire to have it stamped
with governmental approval. But
here serious difficulties began. Con-
fucianists themselves were found to
be of different ‘minds, some gladly
welcoming the plan of establishing
Confucianism as an omen of salva-
tion for China, while others denied
that Confucianism is or ever was, or

_ever can be, a “religion,” pointing

out that there is no God in the cult,
no worship but that performed by
emperors now banished from the re-
public, and no general agreement as
to what is and what is not Con-
fucianism.
Christianity and Confucianism

It is at this point that Western ex-
perience becomes illuminating. What
1s Christianity? Its roots are in the
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Old Testament, its flower is in the
New Testament, its fruitage is scat-
tered through the ages, with all the
discordant elements to be taken ac-
count of and if possible harmonized.

What is “Confucianism?’ Con-
fucius affirmed that he was not an
originator but a transmitter. He
gathered up the results of a millen-
nium or two of pre-Confucian Con-
fucianism, and embodied them in his
edition of the older writings. His
immediate disciples gathered up the
memorabilia of Confucius and these
in turn became classics. Mencius,
born about a hundred years later
than Confucius, amplified, illustrated
and enforced the teachings of the
Master and himself became the Sec-
ond Sage. All of his writings are
of course Confucian also. The Han
and the T’ang dynasties brought
forth numberless commentators upon
the great body of works esteemed
classical, but it was left for Chufutze,
of the Sung dynasty (born 1130, died
1200 AD.), to fix the correct inter-
pretation of the ancient classics for
the seven centuries to follow. What
Chu Hsi said the classics meant they
did mean and do mean, what he said
they did not mean is heresy. TFew
men in history have so tyrannized
over their successors as this great
scholar and commentator has done.
To disagree was to cut oneself off
from any hope of degrees, of office,
and of promotion. Therefore heresy
has been at a discount, and stiff
orthodoxy has had the “middle of
the road,” and both sides as well.
Now that we have freedom of
thought and expression the ques-
tion, “What is Confucianism?” is one
of great complexity upon which
libraries might be—perhaps will be-——
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written. When Confucianism is “es-
tablished,” what s it that is estab-
lished ? ]
Buddhists, Mohammedans and
Christians alike look upon the pro-
posed measure with signal disfavor.
The two former religions have re-
cently blossomed out as “churches”
(“Fo Chiao,” “Hui Chiao™), stirred
to valorous verbal deeds by Chris-
tian competition. But they demand
“liberty,” which no one ever heard
of until the other day, and can easily
make trouble unless they get it.

Argument Against Establishment

This is the argument which Chi-
nese and foreigners alike are en-
deavoring to force into the skull of
the Confucianist who does not know
history. If Confucianism—whatever
it is—is “established,” everything else
is thereby disestablished. Disestab-
lished persons and ideas make trou-
ble. This a struggling republic can
not afford. The Mongols are
lamaists and half of Mongolia is
already forfeited to Russian guile,
force and greed—shall we alienate the
rest? The Tibetans are of the same
religion as the Mongols, at a time
when Tibet is struggling to escape
from Chinese bondage; are we to
disestablish their ancient religion
also? Are we to repeat in China the
Thirty Years’ War of Europe?

When Confucianism comes to be
examined by modern Confucianists
freed from the intellectual disabilities
of their fathers, many things will
come to light. Ancestor worship is
against the modern spirit and repre-
sents but one earlier stage of human
evolution. It is doubtful if it can
long be kept on at the old valuation,
and eventually it will probably be
greatly modified.
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The Book of Changes—oldest of
the classics—was greatly revered by
Confucius, who remarked that if he
had the time he would give fifty
years additional to its study. It is
likely that the modern Confucianist
will part company with “the Master”
at this point. The Book of Changes
and the Science of Chemistry do not
match one another. It is hard to
see how both can hold sway. But
chemistry is too firmly rooted in fact
to be dislodged by ingenious combina-
tions -of long and short straight lines,
with treatises on them forming, in
the words of Schlegel, “a mechanical
play of idle abstractions.” '

Every ounce of utility in China is
vitally needed at this crucial epoch.
To introduce and to necessitate
elaborate and irreconcilable contro-
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versies on the deepest and most in-
tricate topics of human thought and
life is suicidal. So say many of the
most intelligent Chinese.

At present there is litile likeithood
that Confucianism can get itself es-
tablished in China. But it is quite
possible to have indefinite and vexa-
tious “regulations” introduced by the
Board of Education, or by Presi-
dential mandate, which may cause
serious trouble. While these can not
be permanent they may do great
harm before they are abrogated.
Every well wisher of China should
pray that wisdom may be given to
those in charge of the new ship-of-
state that it may not be wrecked, but
may enter upon a voyage longer and
far more prosperous than those in
its past history.

His final message.

THE MISSION CALL

BY PROF, TAS, LEWIS HOWE, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

Why should I give? What can God need from me,
When His are all the earth and sky and sea?
‘What worth to Him my little all would be?

He wants me to!

Why should I go? Archangels He could send

To bear His Word to earth’s remotest end;

Yet “Go ye!” comes the call to me, His friend.
He wants me to!

Why should I pray? By feeble voice Him move?
Bends He a listening ear to me in love?
Yet when I cry He answers from above.

He wants me to!

“Am with you alway”; “All the power

Am 1, then, so slow

I shall not do His will? Enough to know
He wants me to!

9,

; “Then go!”

electronic file created by cafis.org



Missionary Experts at The Hague

THE RECENT MEETING OF THE CONTINUATION COMMITTEE OF
THE WORLD MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

BY THE REV. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D, ViCE—CHAIRMAN

¢ HE Continuation Com-
mittee, appointed by

the World Missionary
' Conference at Edin-
burgh in 1910, held its
third annual meeting
at The Hague in Holland. The first
annual meeting was held at Bishop
Auckland Castle, England, where the
members of the committee were the
personal guests of the Bishop of
Durham. The American members
could not entertain the Committee at
a castle eight hundred years old and
so they selected the beautiful and
picturesque Lake Mochonk, New
York, for the second meeting. The
third session, at The Hague, last
November, was an example of over-
flowing Dutch hospitality. The people
of the city, headed by the Prime
Minister, took up a subscription,
which gave the committee the exclu-
sive use of the spacious Hotel Castle
Oud-Wassenaer. Several hundred of
the Christians of the city welcomed
the Committee in a reception, while
the Queen sent a message for the
opening session, and the day after ad-
journment entertained the Committee
at her summer palace at Apeldoorn.
It was evident that the Queen and
the Prince Consort have a real in-
terest in the missionary work for
which the Committee was convened.
Queen Wilhelmina’s Christian faith
and her intelligent recognition of the
place of foreign missionary work

were beautifully exprest in her mes-
sage as follows:

“It affords me a twofold pleasure
to bid you welcome to my country,
as I thus have an opportunity of as-
suring you how warmly my feelings
coincide with those of the commit-
tee in its sacred work, and also
gives me occasion to declare my af-
finity of soul with the grand task
which is aimed at by the continua-
tion of the efforts of the Edinburgh
Conference.

“Your aspiration to unity and co-
operation in mission work is reechoed
in the Netherlands. Here, too, we
aim at a sympathetic understanding
of foreign races as faithful disciples
of Him who came to serve. I con-
sider your visit and your presence at
the Dutch Missionary Conference as
a good omen, showing that those
among my compatriots who are in-
terested in the missionary cause per-
severe in realizing these principles.

“My earnest wish is that the spirit
of unity of all followers of Christ,
members of His invisible community,
may gain in intensity, and that our
Savior may direct our hearts and
develop the strength of our com-
bined prayer.

“May our zeal be inspired and
sanctified, and we all be fitted for the
several vocations to which Christ
calls us individually; so that the sun
of His truth may shine over the
whole world, shedding light in the
darkness of human misery and glad-
dening the hearts of all mankind
with the ineffable richness of His
divine love.” '

~The Continuation Committee as now

constituted consists of thirty-nine
members, of whom ten represent the
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Continent of Europe, twelve Great
Britain, fifteen North America, in-
cluding the United States and Canada,
and one each Australia and South
Africa. There are many who attach
large significance to the fact that
this Committee is the first body of
Christians in the history of the world
which has brought representatives of
such widely varying nationalities and
forms of religious belief into uni-
ted conference regarding the exten-
sion of the Kingdom of God.
Around that conference table sit
~ Christian leaders from fifteen differ-
ent countries—England, Scotland,
France, Germany, Holland, Denmark,
Switzerland, Finland, Norway, Swe-
den, Canada, Africa, Australia and
the United States. These members
represent not only so many different
countries, but practically all the
varieties of evangelical Christian
thought from High Church Angli-
cans to the Society of Friends.
Apart, therefore, from anything that
the Committee may do, it is not an
unimportant sign of the times that
the day has come when it is possible
to have such a committee, and possi-
ble, too, for that committee to dis-
cuss, as it does, the largest and most
difficult questions with entire frank-
ness and in a spirit of perfect har-
mony.

It would be impossible here to give
in detail the proceedings at the eigh-
teen crowded sessions of the full
Committee and a score or more meet-
ings of sub-committees and special
committees. The permanent work of
the Continuation Committee is done
through ten special committees, each
one of which has an international
membership including eminent men
and women outside of the Continua-
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tion Committee. The following list

of committees indicates the scope of

subjects on which reports were ren-
dered and which formed the main
topics of discussion:

Committee on Missionary Survéy and Oc-

__cupation.

Committee on the Development of Train-
ing Schools for Missionaries on the
Field.

Committee on Christian Education.

Committee on Christian Literature.

Committee on Work Among Moslems.

Committee on the Church in the Mission
Field.

Commiittee on Medical Missions.

Comumittee on Cooperation and Unity.

Committee on Missionary Statistics.
Committee on Publications.

The work of these committees is
laid out on a large scale, and an ex-
tensive correspondence is conducted
to gather material for the use of the
missionaries and the Boards, The
chairman of the Continuation Com-
mittee, Dr. John R. Mott, gives a
large part of his time to the work
and expects to give still more of it
in the future. Mr. J. H. Oldham,
the secretary, gives his entire time
to the work of the Committee and to
the editorship of the International
Review. The reports of these special
committees necessarily occupied much
of the time at the meeting of The
Hague, as the plans of each com-
mittee were passed in review and
carefully discust. Large attention,
too, was given to the report of the
Chairman, Dr. Mott, upon his recent
tour among the missions in India,
China, Japan and Korea.*

Since the Continuation Committee

‘has no power whatever over either

Boards or Missions, but is purely

. *The “Findings” of the conferences of mis-
sionaries, which were held in_connection with his
tour, are now accesgible in a _handsome volume of
488 pages, and it is_earnestly to be hoped that
these “Findings” will be carefully studied not
only by missionaries but by those who are con-
nected with the home Boards, .
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advisory and consultative in charac-
ter, its chief energies are given to a
study of the problems of modern
missions, to accumulating facts and
to the consideration of international
and interdenominational questions,
formerly considered by individuals or
by separate Boards. The Comimittee
is careful to avoid questions regard-
ing which it has no right to speak,
but it has an extensive area to cover
within the limits defined by the Edin-
burgh Conference.

Four special characteristics may be
noted with regard to the meeting at
The Hague:

First: The thoroughness and
painstaking care with which the prob-
lems of the work were considered
and the large amount of time and
thought which busy men are giving
to them.

Second: A candid facing of the
defects and limitations of the mis-
sionary enterprise, an absence of the
spirit of undue boasting of what has

A TWICE-BORN
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been accomplished and a sobering
sense of responsibility for the right
solution of vexed problems.

Third: The almost overwhelming
sense of the obligation that rests not
only upon the missionary body but
upon the native churches and upon
the churches at home to meet the
extraordinary and unprecedented op-
portunities which now confront the
Church of God throughout the non-
Christian world.

Fourth: The spirit of devotion
which prevailed and prominently
characterized every session. Not only
the special period set apart every day
for intercessory prayer but all the
deliberations of the Committee were
marked by this spirit. We had a very
tender and yet a very solemn sense
of the reality of the presence of Al-
mighty God, and the members separ-
ated to take up their respective tasks
with new faith and with new cour-
age.

A Twice-born “Turk”™—Part V

THE REMARKABLE REMINISCENCES OF A CONVERTED
MOSLEM SHEIKH

TRANSLATED BY ARTHUR T. UPSON, CAIRO, EGYPT
Superintendent of the Nile Mission Press

“Infallibility of the Prophets’’—A Public
Inquisition
G HEIKH: When 1 had
7] obtained diplomas in
various subjects from
=) J the Azhar University,
/4 one of my friends told
me that there were at
Dumyat certain Sheikhs especially
well-read in logic, which is the test
of all sciences. The manner of teach-

ing in the Azhar in those days was
only a comparison of the teacher’s
book with the students’ book. Occa-
sionally there would be some criti-
cism of the text studied, but as for
philosophy and logic they were abso-
lutely prohibited.

-I wrote to .my father asking his
permission to travel to Dumyat, but
he did not answer me. Finally I
went to Dumyit and took: a foom
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and attended the lectures given by
the chief professors in ancient philos-
ophy and logic.

One day while sitting with an

Egyptian officer in the market
place, mention was made of the
claim of the Moslems for the
infallibility of their prophets. I drew

his attention to certain Koranic
verses and traditions which com-
pletely contradicted this claim. On
the next night one of the professors
came to my room and said that the
chief Sheikh wanted me in his house
because many Moslems had com-
plained that I had attacked the doc-
trine of the infallibility = of the
prophets.

We found the Sheikh surrounded
by an admiring circle of professors,
not less than twenty. I saluted them
with “Salaams,” but no one replied.
I then stept backward, but the Sheikh
stopt me and said, “Why are you go-
ing back?” 1 said, “Because I have
my doubts about an assembly in
which there is no Salaam, which is
the rule in Islam. They said, “Oh,
that is because you have followed
delusion, whereas Salaam is only for
those who follow the truth.” I said,
“But this is worse than before, for
you as the Sheikh of all the learned
doctors have adjudged my error be-
fore you hear my speech. Such a
thing is contrary to the Moslem
religious law.” He was very angry,
and cried out, “Be quiet; may you
be deprived of a mother” (an Arabic
curse). I said, “Praise God who
created me able to speak, not dumb,
and I know my mother and my father
also.” Mohammed said, “Get knowl-
edge, tranquility and clemency. What
has your Excellency learned of
knowledge?”’
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His face became red, but he con-
trolled himself and said to me, “Upon
you be peace, and the mercy of God,”
etc.

I took a seat on his right and we
began to take our coffee. 'The chief
Sheikh turned to me and said:

“A crowd of Moslems have come
to me to-day complaining that you
have said words which made the
skins of all believers shudder, namely,
that you hold the non-infallibility of
the prophets and apostles. You know
that -this contradicts the Islamic reli-
gion, and religious disturbances will
result from it. We take refuge in
God from such, but do you really
hold the non-infallibility of the
prophets?

“I hold exactly what the Koran
says in this matter,” I replied, “but
1 do not hold the explanations of the
commentators. As you know, it is
not allowable to so explain a text

so as to divert it from its simple

meaning unless for some strong in-
tellectual reason. Now, as there is
not in the Koran a single verse which
refers to the infallibility of the proph-
ets, then we are compelled to hold
their non-infallibility.

“As for your statement that this
makes men shudder, learned men
such as yourself should know that
many Moslems have held that cer-
tain prophets and apostles have wil-
fully disobeyed God in connection
with all the ‘greater’ sins, excepting
only the falsifying of His message.
Now I venture to say with all bold-
ness that the doctrine of the infalli-
bility of the prophets is a denial of
the Koran and the sound traditions
and the Torah and the Injil. See-
ing that this assembly contains
so many learned men, there is no
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need for me to quote the various
verses from the Koran and the tra-
ditions which prove the sins of the
praphets, but I will repeat the say-
ing of Ahmad ibn Hanbal and
others, quoting from Anas, that the
prophet said that ‘all the sons of
Adam are sinners, but the best of
sinners are the repentant ones.””

Bible Stolen and Burned

I hardly finished this speech be-
fore the clamor of wvoices arose
against me. The Sheikhs cried out
as tho I had given utterance to
the greatest blasphemy, but fortu-
nately the officer protected me from
them, or they would have beaten me.
Instead they curst me to their
hearts’ content. I stood on my seat
with the officer by my side and said:

“Oh, men, say that ‘God is one/
but hear a word from me which will
be the deciding word. 1 refer to the
Koran and the sound traditions
everything that ‘I have said, and
then you may convince me if you
can bring forward sound proof. If
I am wrong, punish or kill me as
you like, but let not your assembly
of the Sheikhs of the town become a
bed of anarchy.”

They all heard my voice and be-
came silent, when one of them said:

“lI have heard that this deluded
one has in his box certain prohibited
books.”

Two of them got up and by force
took away the key of my room and
went to bring the box. Another said:

“I saw the book of the Christians,
the Holy Bible, with a friend of his
yesterday, and when I asked him
where he got it from, he said that
the Syrian Sheikh had lent it him to
read.”
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The friend was ordered to be
brought with the book. The trunk
was brought in, but they could not
find anything in it that they could
object to, except the books of Al
Milal wan-Nihal.

The Sheikh decided that these were
not prohibited.

As for the Holy Bible, the Sheikh
then asked me:

“Is this really yours?”

“Yes.”

“Where did you get it?”

“I bought it in Cairo.”

“Why did you buy this book of the
Christians ?”

“Because the Koran came confirm-
ing it, and I wish to compare them,
especially as the Koran praises it
with much praise and quotes from
many of its verses. This is my
greatest reason for wishing to read
it.”

He smiled sardonically and said:
“Have you heard that the Jews and
Christians have corrupted it, and
filled it with all sorts of blasphemy
against God?”’

“When was that?” I asked. “And
how did it happen that two bodies
at enmity one with the other could
agree together to alter their book,
and how could they gather the copies
from all the world to corrupt them
all?”

“Be quiet,” he said, “and fear God,
or you will go to perdition.”

He then stript the cover of the
Bible and ordered paraffin to be
poured mpon it and lighted, saying,
“Praise be to God, Who has let us
remove this forbidden thing.”

“Truly,” 1 said, “this is the great-
est of wonders, that sin should be
called obedience and God should be
praised for it, and that you should
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destroy the property of another man
without his permission. Do you be-
lieve that to be allowable?”

The Sheikh then slapped my face so
hard as to cause my nose to bleed.
My officer friend became very an-
gry, and drew me out and said,
“Come, for I take refuge in God
from the evil actions of these bar-
barians.” We went out, and the offi-
cer asked me to go to the police and
inform against the Sheikh. I refused,
for I knew that that would only
bring me much worse injury, the
least of which would be that they
would bear witness that I had blas-
phemed.

Next day one of the Sheikhs came
and told me to leave Dumyat, for the
people were rising against me, and
I must go, in order to prevent the
shedding of my blood. When I
walked in the street I could see the
evil looks of men cast upon me, and
could hear their curses.

Washing Away Christian Doctrine

In a few days God opened the
way for me to travel to Beirut. As
I had but little money, I sold my
gold watch, With a friend I called
upon the Bishop of the Greek Ortho-
dox Church. When he found out
how I stood, he began to prove to
me, from the Bible, Adam’s original
sin and God’s promise to His proph-
ets to send a ransom. He also ex-
plained to me some of the types
found in the Mosaic rites. He gave
me permission to visit him day by
day, but there was a Moslem shop
near his door. This shopkeeper saw
me drest in the usual long-sleeved
cloak and loose turban, and made it
his business to enquire of one of the
servants what was the reason for my

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD

[February

visits. When he learned that L. was
going to be sent to Athens to study
Christian theology, he went straight
to some of the fanatical Moslems and
told them. Then he came to my
hotel, and began to weep bitterly and
to reproach me. He assured me that
it would end in my being forbidden
to see the faces of my father and
friends.

Satan won the victory over me just
then, and I joined him in his regrets
and sorrow. Then he took me to the
public bath, where I underwent the
washing of Tauba (repentance). He
also took me to the mosque, where I
prayed the prayer of repentance and
divested myself of all my previous
opinions.

Now I blindly surrendered myself
to the Islamic religion without any
evidence and in spite of my own
mental temperament, which hated

~ vain tradition, so that I was in con-

tinual conflict with my conscience.

Some one informed my father that
I was in Beirut, and he sent to the
Mufti asking for me to be sent back
to my town. I sorrowfully went
back. Many times in those days I
wavered between Satari and Christ,
praying:

“Oh, God, I turn to Thee from er-
ror. I wash myself in the blood of the
Redeemer, and I know that Thou
dost receive my repentance. Estab-
lish the faith in my heart and make it
grow. Sanctify it that it may be a
dwelling-place for Thee and gracious-
ly guide the wandering lambs to the
right fold of Thy HHoliness. Lead
my brother Moslems to the right
path. Amen.”

NarraTOR: Tears fell down the
Sheikh’s cheeks as he reported this,
and he said, “This is sufficient for to-
day; let us meet again to-morrow.”

(To be continued)
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Evangelization in Shantung

BY REV. R. C. FORSYTH, SHANTUNG, CHINA
Missionary of the English Raptist Mission

ago was a very different
thing from what it is
now. The new German
railway, running as it

- does straight through
the Province from cast to west, gives
great facility to the missionary to
reach his down-country work more
quickly. Formerly a great deal of time
and hard travel under very primitive
conditions had to be made before the
“outstation could be reached. Now
the railway in an hour or two takes
you quickly and comfortably within a
reasonable distance of the outstation
which you wish to make your head-
quarters for the time being. The usual
plan adopted is to have evangelists go
by two’s to the North, South, East

and West and come back for an even-
ing meeting at headquarters. This, if
weather permits, is usually held out-
side and generally commands a large
audience, as after the work of the
day is over and the evening meal par-
taken of they are prepared to listen
to what is said. The order followed
is the singing of several hymns, which
helps to attract the villagers to the
meeting-place. The Chinese are fond
of singing, but it is not all of them who
can sing, and the result is sometimes
rather trying, but if trained in our
Sunday-schools the children and
young people can sing very sweetly.
After the singing, short addresses are
given by several of the evangelists and
a final word spoken by the missionary
in charge. Books and tracts are dis-
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tributed and Gospel portions are sold
under cost price. By this means the
seed sowing in a given district is fairly
well done.

Catechumen Classes

Of course as often as practicable the
same or a neighboring district is
visited in this way and if any direct
results occur these are gathered into
classes for catechumens. Classes for
men are held separately from those for
women, to avoid scandal so common in
these eastern lands. They are held for
ten days, a fortnight or three weeks
and a regular program and time-table
1s made out for each day. Elemen-
tary subjects are taught, mainly Scrip-
ture. The doctrinal part is taught by
means of a simple Catechism which is
memorized and explained, and each
one is instructed in the Lord’s prayer,
the ten commandments, grace before
meat, etc., and most learn some of the
hymns in common use. After attend-
ing such classes, which are held in the
spring and autumn and are found in
constant attendance at worship in
whatever place may be most con-
venient. Then, as a rule, after 18
months’ probationary period, they are
examined by the native pastor and
deacons and after public baptism are
received into the native church. They
are exhorted as to the virtue and ne-
cessity of Christian giving, are duly
admonished regarding family worship
and strict attendance at the Sunday
services, and in all ways prove out
of a good conversation that they are
truly the disciples of Christ.

Christian Primary Education

In every duly accredited station or
outstation it is sought to establish a
school. Boys are taught by male

THE MISSIONARY REVIEW OF THE WORLD [February

teachers, and girls’ schools, if in the
same village, are usually some distance
apart. The most that one teacher can
undertake to teach thoroughly is ten
pupils. The Chinese character is so
heavy a burden on every scholar that
work is begun in the early morning in
the summer and at daylight in the
winter and carried on with intervals
for meals right through the day, and in
the summer late on in the evening.
The curriculum includes the recogni-
tion of the character, graded up to a
certain standard, elementary geo-
graphy, arithmetic, etc., and a thorough
course in the Gospels and narrative
parts of the Old Testament. The day
begins with the singing of a hymn,
reading and explanation of a portion
of Scripture and prayer, all joining in
the Lord’s prayer. The children are
thus passed through a course of four
years’ elementary studies. If they are
able to pass the entrance examination,
and can afford the fees they may pro-
ceed to the secondary school, and fi-
nally to the College, where a course
equal to an English B. A. degree may
be finally obtained. Thus the system
of Christian education is costly but
thoroughly sound. Consequently grad-
uates are eagerly sought for as pas-
tors, teachers, and evangelists, and can
easily obtain important positions any-
where in China and even in govern-
ment service. The children of Chris-
tian parents are usually sent to school
and invariably enter the native Chris-
tion Church. The teacher is also a
Christian and generally undertakes the
Sunday services for the Christians of
the village, and sometimes leads his
scholars out on a Saturday half holi-
day and while the children join heartily
in the singing the teacher does the
preaching. The presence of the clean,
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bright, intelligent faces of the children
is in itself a powerful and attractive
evidence for Christianity, which is
keenly appreciated by the heathen
parents.  The school could be
swamped by children of heathen, and
all our arrangements utterly break
down if we were to allow them to
come, as they are eager to do. The
lack of efficient teachers is a great
drawback and in government institu-
tions the absence of competent instruc-
tors is the one difficulty which is in-
superable and can only be gradually
overcome as the supply is available.
Efficient Christian teaching in our
primary schools is the source of intel-
ligent, well-instructed Christians, the
backbone of the church.

Medical Work

Another fruitful source of the
spread of Christianity in any given
district are medical hospitals, of which
almost every foreign manned station
has one and sometimes two in opera-
tion. This appeals powerfully to the
Chinese as an evidence for Christianity
which they can neither gainsay or re-
sist. That they should be received
into clean, and from their point of
view, very comfortable quarters,
tended by a skilled physician from the
west and sometimes even by a trained
nurse and this without any expense to
them, is a fact which baffles all their
previous theories and makes an entry
through gratitude not only into the
heart of the recipient but through him
or her into the family and into the
village where the patient comes from,
and from surrounding villages. Thus
the medical work is a source of the
propagation of Christianity second to
none, and by its silent and beneficent
working, makes for the evangelization

EVANGELIZATION

IN SHANTUNG 119
of all the region round. The patients
are instructed in Christianity and sup-
plied with books and tracts when they
leave.
A Christian Institute

A unique effort in the evangeliza-
tion of Shantung is made in the capital
of the Province Tsinanfes. Here is
found the Christian Institute which
has been in operation for some years.
In the Museum, attached to the Insti-
tute, are a number of Zoological speci-
mens, maps of large dimensions,
globes, charts and tables of statistics of
all kinds suitable for students or intel-
ligent officials. Visitors to the number
of hundreds of thousands pass through
it every year. The highest officials of
the capital have all made use of it.
Every hour evangelistic teaching and
preaching takes place and short
addresses given by trained assistants.

Lectures are given to students in the
lecture hall on special subjects and

made attractive by lantern and cine-
matograph exhibitions.

There need be no hesitation in affirm-
ing that the influence for good from
this institution has been incalculable
and it has done much to bring us into
friendly contact with people from all
parts of the province.

The Revolution

There is no doubt whatever that the
new revolution has broken down all
barriers of resistance. During the
Manchu administration the latent op-
position was rapidly dying out but
since the new regime has eventuated no
opposition of any kind is noticeable.
On the contrary missionaries and their
converts have been treated with every
respect, and during all the wild out-
bursts of unpaid soldiery, no native
Christian or foreign missionary was
harmed in any way. That an entire
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change in the attitude of officials to-
ward Christianity has occurred is very
evident. Sabbath, as a rest day, is
duly observed in all the government
colleges. On the calendars issued by
the government the days of the week
begin with Sunday and end with Satur-
day as the seventh day. The foreign
month, according to the Gregorian
standard, is now the rule. There is no
bar to government employ because of
Christianity, and all the heathen ob-
servances are falling out of use.

It is borne in upon the writer that
now is the day of salvation in China
in a very marked and solemn sense.
If the Christian nations of Europe and
America could realize the underlying
need for Christ which every human
heart consciously or unconsciously
must feel and which nothing else or
less can satisfy. Could the Christian
Church throughout the world hear the
call from heathen lands and think and
pray over what the command of Christ
as to going into all the world and
preaching the Gospel to every creature
must mean in his or her connection,
then might we not expect greater
things than these. In this land of
China at any rate the day of deliver-
ance has dawned and the Christian
Church in the older republic should
surely rise to the opportunity and sup-
ply the help which the Chinese confi-
dently expect and should unfailingly
receive. There must he also a new
standard in giving not merely the mites
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but the millions. Every Christian
church should contend earnestly for
the honor of placing their best offer-
ing of consecrated talent on the mis-
sion field, supporting them not merely
by gifts and prayers, but sharing the
sorrows, the hardships, the isolation
and by frequent cheerful communica-
tion cause the missionary to feel that
his sorrows are shared and his joys
multiplied by vital contact with his
native church. The cause of Christian
education in Shantung is planned on a
worthy scale, as regards the future,
and we doubt not that the great need
will justify their action and command
success. But there is still a wide field
for the itinerant evangelist, and unless
this work is faithfully done by men
and women who are willing to make
for themselves no reputation if so be
that the cause be advanced, then all
other branches of the work will corre-
spondingly suffer. China for Christ in
this generation is not only, humanly
speaking, practicable, but in the
opinion of the writer after nearly 30
years’ experience, never was so easily
attainable as now.

What! have we no Christian states-
men in the mother churches who can
weld the forces of Christian civiliza-
tion and lead the church in a campaign
grander than any the world has ever
seen, and proclaim a Christian crusade
in this ancient kingdom which will
speedily place it in the first rank of
Christian nations.
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Trial and Triumph in Korea

BY REV. J. L. GERDINE, SEOUL, KOREA

HE outstanding feature
of the missionary situ-

g

} 1913 has been the con-
4 clusion of the so-
called * conspiracy
trial” which, in its various stages, has
covered more than two years. The
charges in this case involved not only
the character of representative Chris-
tians, but indirectly cast aspersions
upon a prominent portion of the
Church in Korea. The trial has
been concluded by judgments - set-
ting free 116 of the 123 men
originally .put wupon trial. Judg-
ment against one went by default.

The records of the various trials
have been very carefully prepared by
trustworthy persons and seemed to
compel the acquittal of the men who
have been discharged. This record
shows further, that there is no sub-
stantial difference in the case against
the six men who were sentenced. The
courts, by discharging 116 of the ac-
cused, discarded as untrustworthy
thousands of pages of secret police in-
vestigations, and yet retained a small
portion of this same record as suf-
ficient for the conviction of the six
who are now serving their sentence.
The conviction of these six seems to
be "an Oriental compromise, based
solely upon expediency. Nothing has
been disclosed to discredit any of the
men tried nor to show that any un-
worthy spirit obtains in the Korean
Church,

Among the indirect results of the
trial we note a wider interest and
deeper sympathy for the Korean
Church both in America and in Eu-
rope. Few events in the history of
missions have called forth a larger
volume of prayer throughout the
Christian world.

The body of the Christian Church
in Korea has been strengthened in
faith, courage and determination by
this testing. Any defections that have
occurred have been from among that
element as yet ungrounded in faith
and experience.

The growth of the Christian com-
munity in Korea has probably been
temporarily checked by the abnorinal
condition which has existed during
the past two years, but it is hoped
that the higher authorities will more
carefully guard against another simi-
lar police blunder and the possibility
of the repetition of such a condition.
The non-Christian Koreans have all
along had confidence in the innocence
of their accused countrymen. Aside
from the temporary check referred to,
the trial has created no obstacle in
the way of their acceptance of Chris-
tianity. The effect, indeed, has been
rather to give them a better under-
standing of its meaning and a more
sympathetic ear for its message. Some
have even been converted as a result
of this persecution. It may reason-
ably be hoped that the rapid growth
and development of the Korean
Church will continue.
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National Awakening in the
Philippines™ -

BY BISHOP CHARLES H. BRENT, MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

he was B1shop of the
Protestant  Episcopal
Church in New York,
' “4'7){ ) said that in the waters
of the Pacific America

had a great peril and a great oppor-
tunity. It is always true that oppor-
tunity is adjacent to peril, and when
we are inclined to be cowardly the peril
5o shakes us that we do not see clearly
the opportunity. That has been the
case in relation to the Philippine Is-
lands, for there are some who are
afraid for the American Constitution
that- we have evaded the issue and
have not squarely faced the oppor-
tunity presented both to our nation
and for the Filipinos themselves.
In the main we are alive to our op-
portunity; it has challenged us and
I believe that Americans intend to
rise to it. What is best for the Fili-
pino will be best for America. We
must not be hampered by theory; but
we must face facts and deal with
them in the -way- that living men
should always deal with living issuecs.
1 believe in the coming Filipino
independence ; but that independence
must be synonymous with liberty;
and if so it can not come now or in
the very near future. It was not
American influence which awoke the
Filipino to that corporate self-esteem
which emerges ultimately in national
consciousness. In the sixteenth cen-
tury a force began to play upon them

which has never ceased; the same
force which made nations of France
and Germany and England and Am-
erica—the conscious acceptance of
the Christ. While Japan was wrapt
in profound slumber, and China was
dreaming of her ancestors, the Phil-
ippine Islands were partially awak-
ened by the one touch which arouses
aspiration toward nationality as' a
permanence. In Chamberlain’s “Foun-
dations of the Nineteenth Century”
we have have this estimate of the
place of Christ in relation to national
life:

“No battle, no change of dynasty,
no natural phenomenon, no discovery
possesses a significance which c¢an
be compared with that of the short
life on earth of the Galilean. His
birth is, in a sense, the beginning of
history. The nations that are not
Christian, such as the Chinese, the
Turks and others, have no history;
their story is but a chronicle on the
one hand of ruling houses, butcheries
and the like, and on the other repre-
sents the dull, humble, almost -bes-
tially happy life of millions that sink
in the night of time without leav-
ing a trace.”

The Filipinos, however inadequate
their belief in Christ may be, are a
people loyal to Christ, and therefore
they have a hope of national self-
realization beyond any people of the
Far East. So far as Japan and
China have hope of permanent na-

*Report of an address delivered at the Mohonk Conference, October, 1913
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tionality, it rests solely in Christian-
ity. Never yet has a nation been
governed purely by politics so as to
retain.a high national character; ma-
chinery can no more create a nation
than it can create a personality.
Greece tried to keep her national
entity by creative art, and history
tells us how she failed. Rome built
the majesty of her domain on law,
and altho Rome stands as one of
the wonders of history, Rome as a
nation failed. But when you add
the personality of the living Christ to
creative art and to the power that
comes through law, then you have
such an element of permanence in a
nation that its destiny is immortal.

The process of nationalization
among the Filipinos may be slow,
but it will be sure. It is not politics
that keeps a nation stable and con-
tinuous. Nor is it a subtle genius
given to some and denicd to others.
It is Christianity. That which dis-
tinguishes East and West is not a
matter of race or color. The domi-
nant (ie., Aryan) West was born
in the East. It came to the West and
found Christ and was found by Him
who was Himself a son of the Se-
mite East. With Christ nationality
gained new vitality, so that we now
see nations to be sacred, not depend-
ent on dynasties or accidental genius.
A nation in this new sense, is the
creation of Christ and will be per-
petuated as long as it is loyal to Him.
Christianity is the religion of, perse-
verance and permanence. The last
and fatal blow to the disintegrating
nation of Jews was their rejection of
the Corner Stone of their race. That
which distinguishes the West from
the East is that the West, however
inadequately, accepts Christ, and the
East does not. . .

NATIONAL AWAKENING IN THE PHILIPPINES

123

It is no mere chance that related
the Philippine Islands to America.
Consider the situation. The Philip-
pine Islands are cut off from contig-
uous peoples by their Christianity.
They fear, and shrink from the
Japanese as a menace. Tho they
belong to the Malay branch of the
great Mongolian race, and intermar-
riage with the Chinese is.productive
of good results, they have a rigid
exclusion law forbidding Chinese en-
trance into their territory. And as
for their Malay brothers to the South
and West, they have about as much
intercourse with them as with the
Eskimos. _

To learn what even an inadequate
form of Christianity does for a peo-
ple look from the Philippines to Ma-
laysia and we see that the difference
between these peoples is the differ-
ence between darkness and dawn.
The religion of Christ transcends the
bond of race, and ignores geograph-
ical contiguity. The fact that there
is a higher type of Christianity in
the Islands than formerly is in no
small degree due to the fact that the
Protestant Churches have come in
with American sovereignty, some of
them with a Puritan severity, and
the whole religious situation has been
toned up morally.

In Filipino Christianity even tho
a Christianity which needs to be
vastly enlightened and improved, lies
the directing and conserving force of
the Filipino as a nation. The mes-
tizos are already past masters in
politics. What is needed is character
which comes to those who are given
facilities for self-realization through
the agencies of civilization under the
egis of the Christian faith. Given
that and there is capacity in a Chris-
tian people for development. .
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In the Philippines medievalism, or
compulsory imperialism, was the key-
note of government until 1898. Since
then the development into modernism
has been by leaps rather than by even
progression. To-day the Philippines
have a measure of autonomy un-
known in any existing dependency. I
will go further. I know no instance
in history where self-government has
reached so high development in a
dependency. The Filipinos received
after less than a decade that which
was accorded Egypt in a restricted
way only when a generation had
elapsed and economic and industrial
efficiency had been insured. I mean
a native legislative assembly. The
Filipinos  are now their own law-
makers.

The most recent experiment of the
American government in giving the
balance of power to the Filipinos on
the Commission was the most con-
servative measure that could be en-
acted if they were to take a further
step toward the consummation of
autonomy. An executive order can
be rescinded if the privilege granted
by it is abused, whereas Congres-
sional action would make withdrawal
from a position once taken well-nigh
impossible.

This step is an experiment, and
it is for the Filipinos themselves to
prove that it was a wise experiment.
Speed in so momentous a matter as
the making of a nation is a thing to
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be feared rather than courted, and
let us hope that the last vestige of
Spanish political influence will have
vanished before that crowning phase
of liberty which expresses itself in
national independence is considered
and granted. When those who are
now school boys are old enough and
experienced enough to take the lead
in the public life of their people, it
will be time enough to discuss inde-
pendence.

America has the opportunity of
the ages. She can, if she pursues a
course consonant with the demands
of the situation, stand by at the birth
of a nation worthy of a permanent
place in the family of Christian na-
tions. Her effort is not to rid her-
self of a difficulty, but to rise to an
opportunity and to render 2 service.
It is not so much to reproduce among
an alien people her institutions as to
create a character that will be able
to express in Philippine life and
institutions the principles of democ-
racy. The political system develop-
ed, secularized education, material
progress, carry with them dangers
which can be met only by deepened
religious life.

The cornerstone of the state there
as here is the Christ. Without en-
lightened devotion to Him and to
His teaching there is no hope for
nation or individual. In and through
Him we believe that there will some
day be a creditable Filipino nation.

poor . .

“Sell that thou hast and give to the
. and come and follow me.”
—St. Matt. xix, 21.

When Is the Sale Going to Begin?

See “Men and Missions,”
October, 1913, page I7.
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Cooperation in South Africa

BY REV. C. H., MAXWELL, NATAL

Missionary of the American Board, C.F.M,

ISSIONARY forces in
South Africa, especial-
ly in Natal, took in
good part the rebuke
of the Edinburgh Con-
ference, which inferrea
that the present supply of mission-
aries could adequately cover the field
were there cooperation between the
operating societies and a proper lo-
cation of the missionaries. Earnest
efforts have been consistently made.
Some progress has resulted. Three
Lutheran societies have joined forces

- in a part of their work, Congrega-
tionalists and Presbyterians have

done likewise and certain undenomi-.

national societies are mnegotiating
terms of union.

On the whole, however, it must
be confessed that larger and effectual
union has progressed about as slowly
as have more historic attempts at
union between certain churches at
the home-base. Failure comes when
at a critical stage the delegate of
some prominent society says:

“We don’t understand that there is
overlapping. We don't know any-
thing about overlapping. There is
interlacing but no overlapping. We
can’t pledge ourselves to be ham-
pered in our work of the Spirit by
rules.”

However it may be at home, prep-
aration for union abroad requires a
vision of and a passion for the King-
dom of God which are equal to and
a little larger than our plans for some
given sect. This is a report of prog-

ress. Efforts are not abandoned. But
South African missions may not be
allowed to suffer if after faithful
efforts they fail to do better than
the churches which gave the order.

In evangelism and in education the
efforts of the missionary were never
before so successful in South Africa
as now. The degrading home life of
the native is graduvally yielding 10 a
new order of home-making, Super-
stition, tho it dies a hard death, is
losing many of its devotees. Zulu
women are arousing from the stupor
of their degraded social position.
Crusht under the economic pressure
of 20th century civilization the South
African native remains cheerful and
ambitious. He desires knowledge and
is determined to educate his children.
Moreover, he constantly proves his
possession of the greatest of all facul-
ties—the faculty for God. The na-
tives are taking the aggressive in
urging their missionaries into new
fields. The indicaticns are that we
are at a crisis in the progress of our
work, The labors of the past ninety
years are bearing fruit which we have
not the reapers to harvest. The de-
mand of the hour is an increased
corps of adequately equipped native
teachers and evangelists to help care
for at least the natural increase of
our past seed-sowing.

Serious native unrest is apparent
throughout the country. The cause
is unfair treatment. The govern-
ment taxes the native without repre-
sentation. He is denied the fran-
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chise. Money lenders charge him
ruinous interest. Lawyers deceive
him. Labor contractors, confidence
men, prostitute women and illicit
liquor dealers are active elements of
“civilization” which are allowed to
make him their prey. It is no secret
that friends of the native in South
Africa are bitterly disappointed in
the new Union Government. Favor-
able laws were expected, but a stone
has been given to children who were
crying for bread. The latest hard-
ship comes in the form of a Land
Act which prevents the native either
from buying or leasing land and
which it is estimated will make serfs
of at least 800,000 natives now ten-
ants on private land—or will drive
them to the only other alternative of
moving into native locations and so
change not only their place of abode
and their environment but also (heir
means of gaining a livelihood. A last
chance remains in the fact that the
Act appoints a “cdmmission” to re-
port within two years a definition of
areas within which interests in land
may or may not be acquired by na-
tives. As hope springs eternal we
now look to this commission for fair-
ness. Its members have an almost
unparalleled opportunity to influence
the future of South Africa. May it
be for the peace of the country, the
honor of the British flag and the
justice of a Christian civilization.
Altho the recent strike of Euro-
pean labor in Johannesburg was at-
tended by passion, destruction of
property and bloodshed unparalleled
on such occasions in South Africa,
the most unfortunate feature of the
event was its influence upon the
230,000 native employees within the
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prescribed labor area of the Rand.
Says the Christian Express:

“They saw the strike methods,
their warlike passions were aroused
and they were more or less drawn
into a struggle against authority, law
and order.”

One thing is to the good, regard-
less of the aforegcing facts. Public
opinion in South Africa seems to be
favorably modifying its attitude to-
ward missions and native affairs.
Why this change has been coming on
during the past five years, but with
greatest acceleration within the last
few months, is difficult to explain.
The best that the writer can zay is
that during these five years—the for-
mative period of a new government
—while the interests of other classes
have been taking shape, so little has
been done for the native and so
many legislative blunders have been
made discriminating against him and
that contrary to the manifest wishes
and advice of those who stand for
the natives’ interests, that the unfair-
ness has itself worked the greatest
reactionary appeal. This modified
public opinion has not yet netted any
ultimate results. It may still have
remained unrecognized by one who
has not been listening for the heart-
beat or feeling for the pulse of the
country, but unquestionably it has
come and has lessened the amount
of prejudiced criticism against efforts
exerted on behalf of the native. It
has also added to the camp of those
openly committed to a course of jus-
tice in this matter. And whatever
course the native may take, these be-
lated rays on the horizon give the
best promise of daylight that South
Africa has seen in this generation.
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DEPARTMENT OF BEST METHODS

CONDUCTED BY BELLE M. BRAIN, COLLEGE HILL, SCHENECTADY, N. Y,
Author of “Holding the Ropes,” ‘““Transformatign of Hawaii,”” ete.

UNION MISSIONARY MEETINGS

)T is a significant fact
that the first interde-
nominational  gather-
ing of any kind was

a missionary meeting.

Stirred by the arrival
of the first letters from Carey and
Thomas from India in 1794, a num-
ber of ministers of different denomi-
nations resolved to form a union
society for sending the Gospel to
the heathen and issued a call for a
series of union meetings to be held
in London, September 22, 23 and 24,
1795

Two great results were produced
—the founding of the London Mis-
sionary Society that sent Living-
stone, Moffat and a host of other
heroes to the field, and the birth of
a spirit of unity among Christians.
This spirit, begotten of a common
purpose to give the Gospel to the
world, has never died out but grows
stronger and stronger.

“The unanimity and fervor of the
assembly, on entering on this greatest
of all schemes, the evangelization of
the world, created bursts of joy
which nothing could express but
tears,” says the biographer of David
Bogue, one of the leaders of the
movement. “The Christian world
seemed to awake as from a dream,
wondering that they could have been
so long asleep, while the groans of
a dying world were calling upon
them for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Another consideration that rendered

these seasons unspeakably delightful
was the visible union of all denomina-
tions, who, for the first time, forget-
ting their party prejudices and par-
tialities, assembled in the same
place, sang the same hymns, united
in the same prayers, and felt them-
selves one in Christ.

“This sentiment was so universal
that when Mr. Bogue, in the course
of his sermon, said, ‘We are called,
this evening, to the funeral of big-
otry; 1 hope it may be buried so deep
as never to rise again,’ the whole
vast body of people manifested
their concurrence, and could scarcely
refrain from one general shout of

joy-”

“If we would move the world a little
nearer God, we must all lift together.”

—Mrs. Raymond.

BOSTON’S MISSIONARY MAY
FESTIVAL
BY MISS MARY PRESTON, BOSTON,

MASS.

Young People’s Secretary, Woman’s Foreign Mis-
sionary Society, Congregational Church

Every year at half after two on
the first Saturday afternoon of May
there gathers in one of Boston’s
churches a remarkable audience of
eight or nine hundred children and
one or two hundred grown-ups.
Badges upon many of the boys and
girls proclaim their proud owners to
be official delegates to the “Mission-
ary May Festival,” while the gaily-
colored banners in their hands ex-
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plain that this “Festival” is held
by the Woman’s Board of Missions
for the Congregational children of
Greater Boston.

More than a score of years has
passed since the first rally of this
sort was planned, but beside the fnu-
merous festivals and parties which
now crowd the May time it may still
boast increasing popularity among
children and elders alike. Its pur-
pose, briefly stated, is to generate
enthusiasm for missionary work in
the hearts of the youngsters who at-
tend and to give them impetus to
undertake more in support of that
work, both individually and through
their societies. The very size of the
crowd, the friendly rivalry between
delegations, the banners borne by the
various societies, the rousing sing-
ing, the opportunity to see and hear
* “real live” misionaries, to look upon
the secretaries of that mysterious
thing called a “Board,” to watch
scenes from mission lands acted out,
and, bmally, the chance to proclaim
one’s own share in the glorious work
by having one’s society present its
missionary  gift—such experiences
can not fail to intensify enthusiastic
loyalty. Under the impetus gained
by children and elders alike mission-
ary work in the seventy or more
churches represented takes on new
life and vigor.

The success of the festival is de-
pendent upon two things—the atten-
dance and the program. Consequently
preparations for both begin at least
three months in advance and no
pains are spared. A preliminary no-
tice giving time and place, announc-
ing hymns, the salutes to the Church
and American flags, which are al-
ways used, the definite object to
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which gifts will be devoted, together
with a descriptive leaflet about it, are
sent to leaders of children’s organiza-
tions in all the churches within a
radius of fifteen or twenty miles.
Mission Band leaders, superintendents
of primary and junior Sunday-
schools, of Junior Christian Endeavor
societies, of children’s clubs, occa-
sionally the pastors themselves—are
all invited to bring delegations of
children. Return post cards make it
possibie for the Board to know
whether all leaders have received
their invitations. The second notice,
containing details and directions, is
sent as the time for the meeting
draws near. An opportunity is also
made to have the festival announced
in church calendars.

The program, which occupies about
an hour and a half, is planned to in-
terest boys and girls between the
ages of eight and fourteen, and this
fact is always announced in the in-
vitations. If older or younger chil-
dren attend (as they do!), the risk
of being bored is their own. Some
secretary or other oflicer, usually a
man, conducts the devotional service
and presides. Frequent singing, led
by a cornet as well as by the organ,
allows restless lungs and legs
a chance for expression. The piéce
de resistance usually managed by one
or more missionaries, representing
scenes of mission work in the foreign
country to which the children’s gifts
for the year are to be sent, and is
presented by the children of one or
more mission bands who have been
thoroughly drilled beforehand.

Last year, for example, the gifts
were all to be used for a children’s
missionary who was about to sail
for China. The entertainment, there-
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fore, pictured this new recruit being
conducted from Boston to Tientsin
by a veteran missionary, who ex-
plained to her and to the audience
the various odd sights seen along the
way (many of them, such as an old-
time Chinese school, street scenes,
etc., being acted out upon the plat-
form), and also told the story of the
Chinese slave girls and other char-
acters whom they met and who were,
of course, introduced to the audi-
ence. After this feature comes the
offering. Each delegation sends a
representative to the platform bearing
his society’s banner and its gift. The
presiding officer reads aloud the
source and amount of each. Altho
this is a long process it never fails
to be greeted with enthusiasm. The
total offering is then announced. It
amounts to $600 or more, and a large
embroidered Chinese banner is cere-
moniously presented to the society
which has made the largest gift per
capita. At each succeeding festival
this banner is returned and reawarded
to the winning society.

While such a meeting involves
much time and labor, the new life
and enthusiasm which it brings to
our Congregational children’s mis-
sionary work around Boston is well
worth it all. Tts influence can not be
calculated.

CHILDREN’S RALLY AT HARRISBURG

A denominational rally such as
that in Boston, is possible only in
cities where there are several
churches of the same denomination.
But an interdenominational rally
along the same lines could be held
in almost any community. Mrs.
Montgomery describes a very suc-
cessful one held in Harrisburg, Pa,
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during the Woman's Jubilee, as fol-
lows :

“Every Sunday-school had so many
representatives in a total of 1,200
children. These dozen or so were
chosen as a reward for a certain
standard of excellence by the officers
of each school. To be chosen was
felt to be the honor of a lifetime.
These children were taught three or
four magnificent missionary hymns
until they knew each verse perfectly.
Each detachment had selected a mis-
sion land, and its leader carried a
flag of that country. Each member
of the delegation carried a similar
tiny flag. As the procession marched
into the church and across the front,
young ladies took these flags and
stuck them into wire netting to make
a beautiful background. The pro-
gram consisted of singing by the
children and four missionary stories.”

Why not plan for a “Missionary May
Festival,” to include all the children in
your community?

A UNION SEWING CIRCLE

For more than thirty-five years
the women of the Baptist churches
of Cincinnati, Ohio, have devoted one
day a month during six months in the
year to sewing for the families of

‘home missionaries.

The society is known as “The
Cincinnati Baptist Church Union”
and its meetings are held in the
different churches. The women of
the entertaining church furnish a
luncheon at twenty-five cents, the
proceeds going toward purchasing
materials for the sewing. Churches
that do not entertain the society dur-
ing the year make a small offering
for the same purpose and many of
the members give clothing. A thank-
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offering is also taken at the meet-
ings and the merchants of the city
frequently make generous donations
of cloth.

The meetings are held on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month and on
the preceding Tuesday the cutting
committee meets to prepare the se