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152 THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS.

ism, Sivaism and Buddhism. The
Thibetan form of Buddhism is, how-
ever, wholly unique. Writers are
constantly saying this is the strong-
hold of Buddhism without any ap-
parent diserimination. Buddhism in
Burmah is one thing; in Ceylon it is
another thing; it is still another
thing in Thibet, It is not in its ori-
ginal purity in Thibet. It is strongly
modified by surrounding religious
notions. It wasbornin Thibet contem-
poraneously with the Sikh religion in
the Punjab and with the Lutheran
Reformation in Europe. In its monas-
teries in Thibet are preserved heaps
upon heaps of Buddhist literature, the
language Thibetan, but the alphabet
being Indian, and they may date from
the second century. They differ in
their language much from the spoken
language of Thibet to-day.

For much of this class of informa-
tion one must search ethnological and
philological works, like Brace’s
““ Races of the Old World,” ¢ Latham’s
Philology,” Hodgson’s great works,
and other books like Cunningham’s
Ladak (the title has gone from us just
now).

Max Miiller, too, will often let in
light, as for instance, in his ‘“ Chips,”
etc., where he says :

‘“People have complained of the
length of the sacred books of other
nations, but there are none that ap-
proach in bulk to the sacred canon of
the Thibetans. It consists of two col-
lections, commonly called the Kanjur
and Tanjur.”

The Kanjur consists in different
editions of 100, 102 or 108 volumes
folio. It comprises 1,083 distinct
works. The Tanjur consists of 225
volumes folio, each weighing from
four fo five pounds in the Peking edi-
tion, which edition was sold for $3,000
by the Emperor Khian-Lung. A copy
of the Kanjur was bartered for 7,000
oxen, and a copy of Kanjur and
Tanjur together was sold for 1,200
silver roubles. (See Vol. XX,
‘¢ Asiatic Researches.”)
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But Thibet was not without a re-
ligion till it imported Buddism and
Sivaism from India. Ithad an earlier
creed, though but illy formulated till
Buddhism came. Itis known as the
Bon Religion. Eighteen principal gods
are enumerated. Originally it was a
sort of nature worship, mixed with
a superstitious element; later on,
adopted from Shamans and the Siva-
ites of India, and now further mixed
with Buddhist ideas,

CHRISTIANITY IN THIBET.

The Roman Catholics Rave tried to
introduce Christianity on the Chinese
border. They began thisin 1846, and
made some inroads till 1865, when
their mission property at Bonga was
destroyed by fire by the Thibetans.
Again they endeavored to work, but
in 1887 were again driven ouf, only
two of their nine centres being un-
touched.

On the west the Moravians have
sought to enter the country, but have
had to stay in British Lahore. They
commenced this mission at the sug-
gestion of Gutzlaff, in 1853, by send-
ing Messrs. Pagell and Hyde, two
laymen, who endeavored to reach
Thibet by way of Russia, but were de-
feated in the attempt, and then tried
the Tndia route by way of Simla, in
1854, to Kyelang in Lahore, and es-
tablished a mission house 10,000 feet
above the sea, and at Poo, in Kuna-
war, in 1865. At this latter place they
number forty converts. They have
done a large amount of translation of
Scriptures, grammars, etc., into
Thibetan, and sent these into Thibet,
where it is said all the lamas can
read, and the lamas, remember,
number eighty thousand!

—TFather Agostino, a preaching
friar, has been addressing flocks of
people in Rome, and among them
even skeptical scientists. He is an
impassioned orator, and has been
called the *‘‘modern Savonarola.”
Nevertheless, he is an ignorant Roman-
ist and worships the Virgin,
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—Mr. H. W. Frost writes that the
inundation in the region about Tient-
sin, in province of Chihli, was caused
by very heavy rain-falls in the moun-
tains. The waters spread with unex-
ampled suddenness. Mud villages
were completely dissolved, and swept
away with their inhabitants; some
who escaped with life lost the crops
on which they depended for the eight
months to come., Probably 4,000,000
of people will depend on charity, in
this province alone, until May next.
Active relief committees are at work,
ascertaining the extent of the calam-
ity, and devising means of help. The
government is repairing the embank-
ments, and has issued an imperial re-
script ordering Tls.60,000, to be dis-
tributed among sufferers. All this,
however, is inadequate to raise the
recipients above the bare preservation
of life. Rev. G. W. Clarke, of the
China Inland Mission, writes, that to
keep these people from November 15th
to March 15th, at two cents a day for
adults and one cent for children up to
twelve years, would cost $9,000,000.
Even now famine is upon the people
who can get but one meal, and that
very poor food, every twenty-four
hours. Here is a chance not only to
help the starving, but to reach them
with the bread of life, The judicious
help given in 1871, 1878, 1888, re-
moved many prejudices against mis-
sionaries and resulted in soul-saving.

If any feel moved to contribute, a
draft on London, England, sent to the
Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Cor-
poration, Shanghai, China, or a post-
office order or New York draft, sent to
Mr. H. W. Frost,No. 80 Sheeter Street,
Toronto, Canada,will be forwarded to
the relief of the suffering millions.

~—Mr. J. B. Cranfill, superintendent
of missions, incloses summary of
Texas (Baptist) mission work, from
September 30, 1889, to September 30,
1890:

Missionaries employed, 121; days
labored, 23,182; stations supplied, 710;
miles traveled, 200,443; sermons
preached, 12,029; Exhortations and
other religious addresses, 6,587; total
sermons, 18,616; baptized into mission
churches, 1,893; received by letter
and restoration by mission churches,
2,267; total received by mission
churches, 4,160; professed conversions,
2,619; churches assisted in organizing,
103; prayer meetings assisted in or-
ganizing, 405; Sunday-schools assisted
in organizing, 250; prayer meetings
led, 8,224; elders or bishops assisted
in ordaining, 43; deacons assisted in
ordaining, 98; pages religious liter.
ature distributed, 522,789; reliigious
visits, 28,611; church houses built in
connection with labor, No. 39, cost,
$29,965.00; books, Bibles, etc., distri-
buted, No. 2,406, cost, $1,061.03; col-
lected for State missions, $35,3567.77.

—The Dutch Reformed Church of
Cape Colony, which has 175,555 bap-
tized white members, is coming, says
the Rev. Charles Starbuck, under
Scottish and English Stimulus, to
show a much more animated mission-
ary zeal. ‘‘Stellenbosch, with its theo-
logical institute, is very especially a
focus of missionary zeal.” Among the
others, the Wesleyan Missionary So-
ciety is most prominent. It has (inthe
west) 9 stations, 6 missiongries, 96 na.
tive helpers, 1,476 communicants,
1,467 scholars. The South African
‘Wesleyans are quite independent of
the British conference. In the whole
Colony they have 71 stations, 156
churches and chapels, 55 clergymen,
1,198 native helpers, 16,840 communi-
cants, 88,000 baptized adherents, 218
schools, 310 teachers, 13,803 scholars.
“But no other British society laboring
in South Africa compares with the
Scottish societies as respects capabil-
ity, sobriety and diligence, combined
with true evangelical piety.” The Free
Church of Scotland has 9 stations, 10
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ordained Europeans, 2 ordained na-
tives, 23 native helpers, 4214 commu-
nicants, 12,118 baptized adherents,
8,510 scholars. Their institute at Love-
dale (largely assisted by the colonial
government) is a great force for edu-
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cational and industrial training. The
United Presbyterians have 11 stations,
12 missionaries, 60 native helpers, 2,307
communicants, 8,080 baptized adher-
ents, 43 schools, 1,785 scholars.—Ilus-
trated Weekly,

Foreign Mission Notes, by Rev. James Johnston, Bolton, England,

The Missionary Death Roll,

Bishop Callaway.—At the close of
March last, in his seventy-third year,
passed away the Right Reverend
Henry Callaway, D.D., first bishop of
St. John’s, South Africa. Born in
Crediton, Devonshire, on the 17th of
January, 1817; he early attached him-
self to the Society of Friends. He
pursued the medical profession with
marked distinction, in London,
though his interest in religious ques-
tions and pre-eminently his strong
convictions on missions ultimately in-
duced him to join the Established
Church. On the formation of the
See of Natal, he responded to Bishop
Colenso’s call and was ordained
at Norwich Cathedral, August, 1854.
After a voyage of fourteen weeks to
Port Durban, he was appointed in the
capacity of priest, in September, 1855,
to St. Andrews, Pietermaritzburg, the
first church erected in Natal. He
speedily became a conspicuous worker
among the heathen and in the study
of the Kaffir language. Three years
later he obtained a grant of 3,000 acres
of land, a day’s journey from Rich-
mond, where he founded the famous
Spring Vale Station, a prolific centre
of Christianizing influence. He as-
sisted in reducing the Kaffir language
to written form, and chiefly in trans-
lating nearly the whole of the Secrip-
tures and Prayer Book. 1In this
tongue, followed by a literal transla-
tion in English, he wrote a book en-
titled, ‘‘Zulu Nursery Tales.” On the
Scotch Established Church founding
in 1878, the Bishopric of Independent
Kaffraria, lying between Natal and
Cape Colony, Dr, Callaway was of-
fered and accepted the charge. Con-

secrated in Edinburgh on All Soul’s
Day, 1874, he settled at Umtata,
around which grew up a small town,
a pro-cathedral, a theological training
college for natives, schools for native
and European boys and girls, a hospi-
tal, and other institutions. Through-
out his wide diocese he toiled with
inexhaustible zeal. On the failure of
health, in 1886, he formally resigned
and returned to his native land. True
to the apostolic spirit, he devoted all
his property to Spring Vale when he
withdrew, and subsequently gave to
the Established Church a sum of
£2,000 on his retirement. Bishop Cal-
laway will rank with Africa’s most
laborious and enlightened missionary
heralds.

Mr. A. M. Mackay.—By the death
of this eminent missionary a lament-
able blank is created in the Uganda
Mission. Most probably this event oc-
curred at Usambiro, on the southwest
of Victoria Nyanza, 750 miles inland.
Mr. Mackay was born at the Rhynie
Manse, Aberdeenshire, in 1849, where
his father was a noted Presbyterian
minister. Educated partly at home
and at the Northern University, he
later went to Berlin in order to follow
the profession of engineering. There
he won no inconsiderable reputation
for ability and accomplisirments. Mr.
Stanley’s historic letter, inviting mis-
sionaries, in 1885, to the dominions of
Mtesa, moved the young engineer in
Germany to offer himself for service
as an artisan missionary to the Church
Missionary Society. He was readily
accepted, and on the 27th of April,
1876, sailed with the first party.
His desire to go forward on landing
was frustrated by a serious illness.
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During his months of waiting by the
seaboard he made important surveys
and laid out a useful road as far as
Mpwapwa. When the news of the
tragic deaths of Lieutenant Shergold
Smith and Mr, O’'Neill on Victoria Ny-
anza came to hand, he resolved at
every hazard to join the lonely re-
majining missionary, the Rev. C. T.
‘Wilson. In December, 1878, he
reached Mtesa’s capital. Through a
succession of hardships, perils and ca-
lamities, he displayed the highest de-
votion and splendid fortitude. House
and boat-building, implement-mak-
ing, teaching agriculture, managing
the printing-press, and proclaiming
the message of eternal life, occupied
his nights and days among the tribes
of Uganda. Under threat or in cap-
tivity he tarried within Uganda Ter-
ritory until he was driven forth by the
Mohammedan revolt in 1888, At his
temporary abode, Usambiro, every
one knows how faithfully he succored
the followers of Stanley and Emin on
their coastward march. His decease
robs the Church Missionary Society of
its most conspicuous foreign agent,and
the whole missionary world of one of
the most energetic and successful mis-
sionary pioneers of modern times.
Rév. James Lundie, M.A.—To
the deep sorrow of the English and
Spaniards at Huelva, Spain, this be-
loved missionary died unexpectedly
on the 21st of March. At Edinburgh
University, where a few years past he
received the Master of Arts degree,
two of his brothers on that occasion
had the same honor conferred upon
them., One of the latter, Mr. Marsh-
all Lundie accompanied him to Spain
and there ultimately succumbed in
the Master’s cause. The third of the
brothers, the Rev. John Lundie, re-
presents the Scotch United Presby-
terians in Kaffraria, in which capacity
he is sustained by a genuine mission-
ary partner. The subject of this me-
morial notice was on the eve of com-
pleting special work for the benefit of
the English residents and the native
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classes. A pamphlet named “Times
of Refreshing in Spain,” recently pub-
lished in Glasgow, contains a bright -
narrative of his toils for the better
school accommodation of the families
connected with the Rio Tinto Com-
pany, and increased facilities of wor-
ship. He was equally esteemed by
the officers and seamen at the ship-
ping port for whom he opened a res-
ftaurant and reading-room, and as
steadfastly sought their spiritual wel-
fare.

Rev, T, German Jones.—By the
unexpected decease of this notable
missionary, the Welsh Calvanistic
Methodists are bereft of one who held
a foremost position in the mission
cause in the East. An overworked
system compelled him to sail from
Calcutta, with his wife, on the 17th of
last March, The relatives and friends
who repaired to Gravesend to await
the incoming steamer were terribly
shocked to learn on her arrival that
the home-voyaging missionary died on
the previous day, April 14th. In many
respects his career was a remarkable
one. A native of Anglesey, he was
employed for some years as a working
quarrier. On completing his studies
in Bala College he was called to the
ministry of the Welsh Calvanistic
Church. His foreign labors began at
the mission station of the Khasia
Hills, India. By an unremitting en-
thusiasm he was witness to abun-
dant spiritual harvests. His services
to the British government at the time
of the Indian mutiny were the means
of averting a general rising in the
neighborhood. Allthrough the awful
cholera plague in India helabored un-
flaggingly, especially in bearing the
stricken to the crowded hospitals.
For his devotion on successive famine
outbreaks he won the public thanks
of the Indian authorities and the
grateful affection of the poorest classes.
With fine literary tastes he combined
an extensive and profound Oriental
scholarship. A large concourse of
mourners and spectators attended the
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funeral at Smithdown , Cemetery,
Liverpool, on April 18th.

United States.
New Orleans, June 80, 1890.

EpiTors OF THE MISSIONARY RE-
VIEW:—As chairman of the Assembly’s
Standing Committee ofr Foreign Mis-
sions, at Chattanooga, it was my duty
to shape and present the favorable re-
sponse to an overture from the pro-
fessors of our colored institution at
Tuskaloosa, to begin a mission in the
Dark Continent. ,Two missionaries,
one white and the other black, are
now on their way to Africa, and our
Assembly, at its late session in Ash-
ville, resolved to reinforce them with
four additional laborers as soon as the
means could be realized. In order to
deepen the interest of our people in
this new mission, and stimulate
greater generosity and prayerfulness,
I sent the article enclosed, entitled,
‘““Wheah’s Appeal,” to our organ, The
Southwestern Presbyterian. Possibly
it might he made of larger service in
awakening interest in the evangeli-
zation of a land long neglected, but
toward which the eyes of the whole
civilized as well as Christian world are

~now being turned.*

Your ReEvigw, which I have only of
late been able to take, is invaluable to
me in the preparation of missionary
sermons, and in the monthly concert
of prayer, which I have always ob-
served in my ministry, It is of great
value in keeping my own soul stirred
on the matter which engaged the last
thoughts of our dear Master before He
mounted the throne. Your REVIEW
enables the soldier of the Cross to
mount occasionally above the dust and
smoke of the battle to the serene
mountain-top, whence he can, at a
glance, survey the entire field of con-
flict, only to descend with heightened
ccourage to his place in the host.

Allow me to thank you warmly for
the help you are giving me in my work

* We regret that space compels us to omit
this strong appeal.—ED,
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here." My church, after many years
of imfancy and adolescence under
anothér, and a part of the time under
my ministry, is giving signs of growth.

My church is a missionary church,
and our young members are being dili-
gently trained as soldiers for the war,
and I hesitate not to declare that the
Church is so essentially missionary in
her constitution, that to neglect or to
do slackly this work, is to forfeit the
charter received from the King.

Yours, in our dear Lord,
R. Q. MALLARD.
Lutherans in all Languages.

The Lutheran is a church of many
languages. The latest statistics show
that of her baptized membership
throughout the world 82,000,000 speak
German, 5,300,000 Swedish, 2,500,000
Norwegian, 2,300,000 Danish, 2,048,-
000 Finnish, 1,250,000 English, 1,113,-
000 Hungarian, 624,000 Livonian, 480,-
000 Courlanish, 272,000 Esthnian, 70,000
French, 70,000 Icelandic, 48,000 Bohe-
mian, and that in every other civilized
tongue she is well represented, num-
bering in the world 28,406 educated
ministers, 38,3881 church edifices, and
50,061,280 baptized members. This
church, though taking its origin in
Germany, seems to know no father-
land or mother tongue. She is at
home everywhere.

Wesleyan Missionary Society.—
The society is reported struggling
against financial difficulties, for the
relief of which an earnest callis made.
Notwithstanding a carefully admin-
istered expenditure, the current in-
come does not keep pace with it.
Possibly for the decrease the embit-
tered controversy with Dr. Lunn and
Mr. Hughes may be partly account-
able. The majority of the older
British missionary organizations re-
gard the obstacles in the way of rais-
ing their necessary incomes as multi-
plying rather than diminishing. The
birth of numerous modern societies
largely explain this dilemma, for they

electronic file created by cafis.org



1891.]

draw upon supporters identified with
long-established agencies.

The Salvation Army derives a
princely income from the Christian
public, whereas, General Booth does
not aid any other organization, even
those traveling on corresponding lines
to his own.

Interest was shown at the Man-

chester Auxiliary of the Wesleyan.

Society, attended by the Rev. W. H.
Findlay, M.A., of Negapatam, and the
Rev. Professor Patterson, of Madras,
in the presence of two old-time Wes-
leyan advocates of missions.
the veterans, who presided, Mr. Geo.
Cussons, was within a few days of
completing his eighty-eighth birthday;
the other patriarch, Mr. John Napier,
has already entered on his ninetieth
year. The ocecasion was made deeply
memorable by the masterly defence
of educational work amid the great
centres of population in India. Pro-
fessor Patterson held that the policy
which had been maintained for many
years by the Protestant missionaries
in regard to this phase of activity was
wise and justified by its results.

—Liberty of the Press in Turkey.
The Neshra, an Arabic newspaper
published by the American mission in
Beirut, Syria, was suppressed without
cause, months ago, by orders from
Constantinople. Efforts have been
made, by interviews with the local
authorities and by petitions to Con-
stantinople, by the intervention of the
United States consul and of the am-

bassador, to secure permission for its’

resumption, but all in vain until the
present time.

An Arabic paper from Beirut, re-
ceived here recently, publishes the fol-
lowing notice of the Sultan’s gracious
edict, from which our readers can
judge of the nature of the *‘ liberty of
the press” in Turkey, and of the re-
strictions to which the missionaries
are subject in their work. This is a
literal translation of the Arabic

copy:
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“ Word has been received from the
illustrious Department of Instruction
at Constantinople, addressed to the
government guarding the interests of
Syria, to the effect that there has been
issned an imperial order in favor of
Mr. Henry Jessup, a subject of the
honored American republic, based
upon a statement and petition ad-
dressed by him, permitting him to
publish the Weekly Neshra, which
had been previously suppressed, this
permission being granted on the con-
dition that the paper shall not treat of
any political matters, nor of any oc-
currences whatsoever which may take
place within the empire or outside its
borders, but shall treat solely of re-
ligious, scientific and moral questions.
But this permission is restricted by the
condition that nothing shall be printed
in it which directly or indirectly
opposes any of the religious beliefs
current in the governments ruled and
guarded by the Sultan, and also by the
condition that a copy of the contents
of the paper be sent before it is
printed and published to the govern-
ment censor that he may sanction its
printing and publication after he has
ascertained that in no respect, in

" single words or in sentences, has there

been any infringement of this condi-
tion. The exalted local government
will inform him of the nature of this
concession.”

Turkish soldiers, hemmed in by
bayonets and cannon, shout at the
close of their daily reviews, ¢ Long
live the Sultan!” American Chris-
tians interested in the redemption of
Turkey will wait for further proofs of
the fostering care of the Sultan’s gov-
ernment before heartily echoing this
prayer.—Church at Home and Abroad.

Jews.—Baron Hirsch gives $10,000
a month toward the relief of the Jews
exiled from Russia and seeking homes
in the United States. The American
Hebrew says: )

‘A census of the district south of
Houston street and east of Broadway

A}
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shows Russian and Roumanian Jews
far in excess of one hundred thou-
sand, and the average increase by im-
migration is about twenty thousand
per annum. The committee propose
using the Hirsch fund in educating
these people so as to become self-sus-
taining by entering trades or occupa-
tions which are new to them, and to
enable them to amalgamate rapidly
with the people among whom they
work or dwell. Classes have been
opened for teaching children sufficient
English to prepare them to attend the
public schools; for instructing adults
in English, in American history,
methods and customs; for fitting girls
for other occupations than tailoring,
for making men handy with tools,
whereby they can more rapidly obtain
renumerative employment. It has
been proposed to teach them various
trades, and put some at agriculture,
and so scatter them in different voca-
tions. With the aid of the employment
bureau of the United Hebrew Charities,
positions have been found for a large
number of men, the Hirsch fund pay-
ing the expense of transporting them
to the points where they are to work,
and in some cases tools have been
given them,”

Samoa. — A South Sea Com-
_ munion. At the close of a service
several hundreds remained to com-
memorate our Lord’s death. For bread
the natives have often only the kernel
of the cocoanut, and for wine only the
milk of the cocoanut, the natural
bread and wine of the country. The
scene was very striking. Only four-
teen years since the mission ship first
approached the island. Then they
were only a herd of naked savages.
Now ‘‘clothed and in their right
minds,” numbers of them gather
around the table of the Lord. There
seemed hardly any point of resem-
blance between preacher and people.
We were of different races; spoke
different languages; were of different
coloring; ate different kinds of food;
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were clothed with different clothing;
and were of different habits and ways
of life. Yet I never realized the one
ness of the human family more than I
did that day. The poet says, ¢ One
touch of nature makes the whole world
kin.” But one touch from the hand
of Christ can do far more than that.
It can abolish all differences, makes
us feel that we are the children of a
common Father, saved by a common
Saviour, heirs of a common inheri-
tance, pilgrims to a common home.—
Samoa, Past and Present, by Rev.
Charles Phillips.

Monthly Bulletin,

—A Chinese society of Christian
brethren, organized in East 39th
Street, New York City, has, on the first
floor, a room for religious meetings,
and, on the second, apartments for
the sick and homeless, It began with
twenty-six members, who paid $70
per month for the house.

—A school for the Chinese, opened
at Kelley’s, North Carolina, called the
“Oriental Academy,” began with
seven pupils direct from Canton, and
is on a farm, and the system is indus-
trial. It is designed for Chinamen
wishing to be educated, but prevented
by race prejudice or lack of funds
from entering an American school.
The school is non-sectarian, is under
the auspices of leading Chinamen,
and will offer opportunities for self-
support.

—In the Sabbath-school of the
Clarendon Baptist Church, in Boston,
whose pastoris Rev. Dr. A. J. Gordon,
is a class of one hundred of native
Chinese. They support three of their
countrymen as preachers in their own
land.

—A united prayer-meeting in con-
nection with the week of prayer, for
woman’s work in the mission-field,
was held in Exeter Hall, Friday,
January 9th, at 3 p. M. Representa-
tives of various zenana societies were
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present and took partin the proceed-
ings.

—A converted Chinaman on our
Pacific coast sold himself as a coolie
in New Guinea, for the sake of work-
ing among his own countrymen.
Before he died he was the means of
the conversion of two hundred of his
companions.

—The statement is again made that
Mr. C. F. Studd, one of the China
Inland missionaries, placed his for-
tune of §$500,000 in the hands of the
trustees, the interest of which is to go
to the mission, while he shares the
common lot of missionaries. Whether
this statement is true ornot we are not
able to say.

—Laotsze Yaotze Nahtsze, a cele-
brated philosopher of China, founder
of the Tabu Sect, or Sect of Reason,
was born 104 years before Christ,
His name means ‘“old boy,” because
he is believed to have been eighty
years old at birth.

—Forty societies are at work in
China, with between eight hundred
and nine hundred missionaries and
teachers:

—Dr. J. G. Kerr, of the China Mis-
sion, read a paper at a meeting of the
Medical Missionary Association, at
Shanghai, on May 20th, last year, his
subject being ¢ Medical Missionaries
in Relation to the Medical Profession.”
He lays great stress upon the moral
value of the work of those who, to-
gether with the healing of the body,
offer to the people that religious faith
which has produced the best men and
women, husbands and wives, citizens
and neighbors, and governments upon
the face of the earth.

—Canton is a real Chinese city, but
Hong Kong is simply a British settle-
ment,

—The population of China is be-
lieved to be, according to the most re-
liable statistics, 380,000,000. The
people show a marvelous energy in
multiplying. They thrive upon what
others regard as starvation diet. Itis
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said that not until the end of the
seventeenth century did the popula-
tion number more than 60,000,000, If
80, what remarkable growth has
characterized these last two centuries,
notwithstanding famines, droughts,
pestilences and wars. Within the last
two centuries has occurred the two
notable reigns of Kanghi and Kein-
lung, each lasting nearly sixty years,
and were characterized by tranquility
and good laws. The educational
system also stimulates the increase of
population. The cultivation of silk
engages a large number of persons,
from the tending of the mulberry
trees to the last step in the production
of the fabric. About one in nine of
the people is a washerman, one in ten
is engaged in the cultivation of the
soil, one in 100 iz a bricklayer, or a
stonemason, or a carpenter, and one
in 120 is a tailor, while one in 140 is a
blacksmith.

—France is now much the largest
land owner in Africa. Her territory
will extend from the Mediterranean
almost to the Gulf of Guinea. Even
the great Sahara will now be under
French control.

—From mid-China we have news of
a remarkable revival, great numbers
being brought out of the darkness of
heathenism. The Rev. George Clark
has preached to audiences numbering
4,000. Even the intensely cold weather
did not prevent the people from
coming night after night. Stanley
Smith reports two hundred and ten
baptized at one time and as many
more inquirers.

—A missionary home and business
agency has been established at No. 8
Seward Road, Shanghai, of which Mr.
Edward Evans writes:

“Tt is designed as a halting-place
forall arriving and departing mission-
aries, of which there is now a large
travel through Shanghai, which, with
the exception of Hong Kong, is the port
of entry for all China for Europe and
America. The China Inland Mission
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has recently erected a beautiful and
commodious place, costing over
$50,000, for its own missionaries.
The American Presbyterian is the only
other society, of all who are repre-
sented in China, who have any home
for its missionaries in Shanghai.
Al the more need is there for a Chris-
tian home to welcome and shelter and
pass on new arrivals, often suffering
after sea-sickness of a long voyage,
and bewildered with the new and
strange sights and conditions they are
entering. The missionaries in the
interior have need also of some one to
receive and forward supplies sent them
from home, and purchase such things
as they require for home use. The
agency is designed to meet this need.
" The home is not supported by any
denomination or society, and is a
simple effort of an independent
worker. It is to be carried on so asto
just cover its expenses.”

—Rev. Dennis Osborne (India) bap-
tized over 500 persons last winter,
and hopes for similar success this sea-
son. ‘

—Count Campello is addressing
very large gatherings in Italy, urging
his hearers to renounce Papacy and
affirm the infallibility of none but
Jesus Christ. He presses the Gospel
message upon the careless and skepti-
cal, but his preaching is not unmixed
with politics.

—Rev. John McNeil, who succeeded
Rev. J. Oswald Dikes at Regent Square
Church, London, is to be relieved
from his evening service, that he may
proclaim the Gospel in destitute
regions in London and round about.
Mr. McNeil has very remarkable gifts
as an evangelist, and it seems as
though he should not be confined
within the limits of any one church.

—The motto of Dr. Guthrie’s whole
Ragged School work was ‘‘ Prevention
better than Cure.” It is impossible to
raise the lower classes in towns unless
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you can lift first the children of the
rising generation,

—At a recent session of the Social.
Scientists in Saratoga, N. Y., Dr. T..
‘W. Couthers advocated a practical.
method of treating drunkards. He-
would put the inebriate on the plan of
the small-pox patientand put him into
quarantine till he recovers. Hewould
take away his personal liberty, declare
him both incapable and irresponsible,
and so strike a death blow at the
saloons with the pauperism and crime
that proceed from it.

—Samoa has recently attracted.
much attention. A large proportion
of the Samoans are Christians, and a
missionary says that he would be
willing to match any twenty men,
women and children that he might
meet there against any twenty met at
random in this country as to their
knowledge of the Word of God.

—1In Africa the number of mission-
aries exceeds five hundred and the
number of converts four hundred
thousand, increasing by about twenty-
five thousand a year. During the
past five years Africa has furnished
more than two hundred martyrs.

—A Missionary Reading Circle re-
cently organized at Columbia, Mo.
It is an endeavor to unite young
people in a systematic course of read-
ing upon the subject of missions. The
course will cover about three years,
and those who engage in it will be
examined and certified as graduates
upon the completion of the course.
The course for the first year covers
the lives of Judson and Livingstone,
Dr. Strong’s charming book, ¢ The
Missionary Review and the Crisis of
Missions.” The admission fee is fifty
cents per annum. We would be glad
if such reading circles might be estab-
lished in every part of our country.
Information is what is particularly
needed to awaken missionary con-
science,
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