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The old year died in a pathetically becoming way. December 31
beheld a funeral cortege in Westminster Abbey, when an illustrious
poet was laid to rest among the great dead that there find a shrine
and throne, The latest of the sons was given a tomb close by the
father of English poesy, and Chaucer and Browning lie side by side
in the “ Poets’ Corner.”

Notwithstanding fog and frost, crowds lined the avenues along
which the bier was borne, and when, at 11:30, the doors were opened,
the Abbey was at once filled, and when the tolling bell was pealing
out its weird monotone at twelve, there was not a vacant place save
those reserved for clergy, choir and mourners. It was a brilliant as-
semblage—Ilords and ladies, dukes and earls, ambassadors and minis-
ters, bishops, deans and canons ; all were there to do honor to the
pure and reverent poet, whose lines-have been an honor to humanity
and to God. Mrs. Browning’s exquisite lyre was sung,

“ He giveth His beloved sleep,”
set to music by Dr. Bridges; and the first part of the ceremony closed

with Wesley’s anthem,
¢ All go to one place.”

During the whole service there lay on the coffin Tennyson’s floral
wreath, and Miss Browning’s cross and wreath of palma violets.

We have said that it seemed a most fitting closing ceremony for
the dying year. And those two musical selections, how they seemed to
present the two gides of humanity’s solemn history ! The eschatology
of missions! On the one hand the Christian’s death and burial; “He
giveth His beloved sleep ;” resting awhile until the resurrection, asleep
in Jesus. And, on the other hand, unredeemed humanity, sweeping on
promiscuously, a generation together, all going to one place, and that
Place a grave without hope—a grave of unbroken gloom. And to think
how easily, if the Church would obey the Lord, and resolutely preach:
the gospel among all the nations, that hopeless and indiscriminate:

_sweeping of human beings into the rayless pit of sheol might be trans~
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muted with a peaceful, hopeful composing of saintly forms for a
sleep that looks forward to its rapturous waking !

With December 31 the mission tour of Scottish churches, which
has engaged my attention for more than a month, closed for the time,
to be resumed in February. It is purposed to give January to Lon-
don and the great centers of population in England, and then, if God
will, to give two months uninterruptedly to Scotland, until at least
all the main body of the population has been overtaken.

This is a natural point of retrospect; and it may be generally said
that the results every way, so far as they can be now estimated,
abundantly repay all the cost in time and toil. On Monday evening,
at Airdrie, I gave the fifty-seventh address on missions since the
Etruria landed her human cargo on the 16th of November, First, I
spent between three and four days in Liverpool, of which some ac-
count was given in a previous letter, Then, on November 20th, a
welcome meeting was held in the Church of Scotland Assembly Hall,
in Edinburgh; and from that day the meetings were held almost
daily until the year closed.
~ The very efficient committee at Edinburgh, with Rev. John
Lowe, M.D., as chairman, supported by a committee in the west of
Scotland, of which Rev. John Pagan, D D., is the energetic chairman,
have arranged the entire tour, at my request, so that all I have had to
do has been to go where I have been sent, thus relieving me from all
needless correspondence and perplexity. The arrangements have all
been singularly complete. 'We have been met at trains and escorted to
hospitable homes; welcomed with a genuine cordiality; we have
found everywhere warm hearts and exceptionally generous co-opera-
tion. The whole tour reminds me of Paul’s testimony to the Galatians,
who “received him as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus,” “and
would have plucked out their own eyes and given them to him.” We
have met abundant hospitality and Christian generosity elsewhere;
but never any experience of loving kindness that on the whole quite
equals this. - )

A word further ought to be added as to the way in which the
meetings have been planned and conducted. The resident clergy and
leading laymen and laywomen, too, have been enlisted in the move-
ment in advance, and their cordial support secured. Then their
preference for the time, hour and place of meeting has as far as possible
been consulted. The meetings have followed each other in so well
ordered a scheme that there has been neither loss of time nor retrac-
ing of steps. During these past thirty days there have been large and
enthusiastic gatherings at Leith, Peebles, Innerleithen, Dalkeith,
Haddington, Glasgow, Port Glasgow, Dumbarton, Hclensburgh,
Kilmarnock, Paisley, Irvine, Ayr, Greenock, Gourock, Strathaven,
Bothwell, Hamilton, ‘Wishaw, Lanark, Motherwell, Airdrie, etc., and
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in all cases the audiences have been large and the attention earnest
.and absorbed.

The plan has been connected with a few features of marked value,
which might be well imitated elsewhere. Afternoon meetings have
‘been held for women especially, and addressed ordinarily by some
man and woman who have been on the foreign field and were at home
on a furlough-—as, for instance, Rev. Mr. Rice of India, Ross of
Manchuria, Alexander of Jamaica, Christie,” M. D., likewise of
Manchuria, and Mrs. Edge of China, and Mrs. Armstrong of Bur-
mah. Then in the evenings, general meetings, held in the largest
-available church or hall, addressed generally by one of these retnrned
missionaries and myself, and sometimes briefly by some one of the
Tlocal clergy. Some man or woman has been called to preside at the
respective meetings, whose name and known interest in missions gave
added power to the gatherings; and the common custom of voting
thanks to the speakers, which often diverts attention from the sub-
ject matter to the person bearing the message, has been happily
omitted. We see no reason why similar campaigns may not be
planned in our own land, so that without needless cost of time or
‘money, such men as Dr. Gordon of Boston, Dr. Barrows of Chicago,
Dr. McVickar of Montreal, Dr. Goodwin of Chicago, Dr. Cham-
‘berlain of Brooklyn, Dr. Taylar of New York, Dr. Gracey of
Buffalo, and such women ag Mrs. Bottome, Mrs, Gordon; Mrs, Bain-
bridge, Mrs. Rhea, Mrs. Douglass, Mrs. Capron, Mrs. Harvie, Mrs.
Hoge, Mrs, Moses Smith and Mrs. Barakat, may be brought into liv-
ing contact with large congregations throughout the United States
and Canada. _

Scotland is a land of martyrs and missionaries, and the two natur-
ally go together. The martyr spirit has survived the martyr fires,
and so the vital energy that once made martyrs now runs into the
-channels of missionary enthusiasm. We go nowhere without feeling
-ourselves to be on holy ground. Hallowed assaciations make every
spot sacred. At Bothwell we had to walk but a few steps along the -
Clyde to find ourselves confronting the mills where David Living-
stone worked, and the humble home of Blantyre, where that “ad-
venturous laddie ” first saw the light. At Strathaven we were but
seven miles from the battle-field of Drum Clog, where Douglass led
:a little band of Covenanters against Graham, of Claverhouse, with the
royalist troopers; and from that little town where the hand looms
still produce their beautiful products, went from one howuse, William
and Gavin Martin to India, and James Martin to Jamaica, and James
Martin’s son to India, and now Miss Martin, the sister, to Jamaica.
What an outcome of one consecrated home! Five missionaries al-
‘most from one cradle ! No marvel Scotland is interested in missions !
‘With a view to touching as many centers as was practicable, I have
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generally had three services on each Lord’s Day, but so aided by resi-
dent ministers as that no part of the service but the address and a.
short prayer just before it fell to me. The large attendance at all
these services, especially those held in the evenings, has been a mat-
ter of congratulation and surprise. At Paisley, the large town hall,,
erected as a. memorial to George Clark, Esq., of spool-cotton-thread
fame, and holding 2,500, was literally packed; and at Glasgow, St.
Andrews, holding from five thousand to six thousand, was similarly
crowded. Instead of coming across the sea to kindle a missionary
revival, the flame was found already burning, and needing only the fuel
of facts, and the fanning of the breath of the Spirit of God, to becomer
a consuming fire. Could all this intelligent and aroused enthusiasm
be effectually applied to action, the whole machinery of missions:
would move with greatly increased rapidity and efficiency.

‘We think we see some signs of greatly increased géving. These
meetings have not been with immediate reference to raising money,
and no collections have been taken except for current local expenses.
But from time to time voluntary offerings have been sent in to me,:
by those whose hearts the Lord has touched, and some of them have-
been very significant, because the fruit of evident self-sacrifice. In
some instances the facts attending such gifts have become known to
me. One lady sold a bracelet and sent the proceeds to be applied to-
missions. One young man took off a solid gold vest chain, and an-
other a diamond scarf-ring, and enclosed them to me. Others sent
the price of a pair of kid gloves, or a box of cigars, or a concert’
ticket, or a package of Christmas cards, or various other gratifica-
tions and indulgences foregone for the sake of the perishing. What
would be the result were only John Howard’s maxim followed, that
our “luxuries should give way to the conveniences of the poor; our
conveniences to their necessities; and even our necessities to their ex-
tremities I”” The nakedness of the indigent world might be clothed
from the superfluous trimmings of the vain. That will be a new era
and epoch in missions, when even our luxuries are sacrificed for the:
sake of supplying the gospel to the world.

‘With this last day of the year we enter upon the closing decade of’
this century. Dr. George Smith, of Edinburgh, the accomplished
biographer of Cary, Duff and Wilson, reckons the first century of
modern missions from 1788, He divides the century into three
periods: First, the period of preparation, when the ground was
being broken up and made ready for the seed, from 1788 to 1838.
Secondly, the period of sowing, when the seed was being scattered,,
from 1838 to 1858, Thirdly, the period of ingathering, when the
harvest began, from 1858 till now. Ihave often thought of a some-
what similar division into periods of seven years each: 1. From 1788
to 1837, seven periods of seven years, the times of organization when
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the great missionary agencies were forming. 2. The times of aggres.
sive activity, when the Church was pushing rapidly forward into new
fields, three periods of seven years, from 1837 to 1858. And 3. The
times of realization of results, when both aggressive movement and
great success marked missions, the plowman and reaper going side
by side.

However this be, we are now in the first years of a second
century of modern missions. Never since Christ arose from the dead
has there been at once such magnificent opportunity and such inspir-
ing encouragement. No previous generation has had such facilities
.and appliances for giving the gospel to mankind as have we. Divine
Providence has furnished us weapons for our warfare such as men in
.apostolic ages never imagined. The marvelous fables of the Arabian
Nights are eclipsed by the realities of printing press, steam engine,
-electric telegraph, postal system, and all the other helps which are
"now challenging the church to use air, earth and water in her greas
mission to the race of man. No man can show a sensible reason why
within the next ten years the Word of God should not be published
throughout the world. Thirty millions of Protestant disciples can
-evangelize the world if each one will become responsible for fifty
-other souls. If one missionary will go to the field out of every 300
Protestant church members, we shall have 100,000 missionaries in the
foreign work, besides native helpers that now outnumber the mission-
ary band five to one. If every such church member could be led to
-consecrate habitually and systematically to missions, flve cents a day,
it would yield the enormous sum of about 550,000,000 dollars yearly,
or one and a half million dollars a day ! Think what could be done
in evangelizing the world if there were a band of 100,000 missionaries
gent out by Christian churches, with the grand sum of $550,000,000 a
year to provide for their support !

This decade ought to be the most glorious of all history in the
progress of the gospel. But there must be new giving and new liv-
ing, more men and women sent to the front, and more money and
means furnished for the work, Dr. McAll writes that for sheer lack
-of money he has to close thirteen of his stations, at a time when every
-door is open and every demand is for expansion rather than retrench-
ment, The Church of God does not respond to the providence of
‘God as she ought. The very air is vocal with the calls of God, the
very horizon is blazing with signal lights. Who will come forward
and say, “Here am I, send me ?” 'Who will bring their silver and
gold with them and lay on God’s altars their abundance ? 'Who will
£o into that holy of holies, where wrestling Jacobs become prevailing
Israels, and learn the secret of that mighty prayer which brings down
showers of blessing upon earth’s dry -and barren wastes ?

EpinsureH, Dec. 31.
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THE BOERS AND MISSIONS,
BY REV. LEWIS GROUT, WEST BRATTLEBORO, VT.

Among the many new and interesting missionary developments of
the present day, that which is revealing itself among the Dutch
farmers, or “Boers,” as they are often called in South Africa, is one-
of the most remarkable and cheering. Their two hundred years of
life in that land have been years of a most unique commingling of the
romantic with the real,—a life characterized for domestic simplicity,.
wild adventure, independence, and a high regard for at least the
forms and observances of a sound Christian faith. They have ever
had a great love of liberty, been vigorously tenacious of their own
rights ; and yet have had a firm belief, at least many of them, that.
the natives, the black people, were divinely appointed to be the serv-
ants of the white race. Out of all this have come many border
wars, repeated collisions and conflicts with the English, and some--
times a hostile feeling towards Christian Missions, all which has led
many of them to a most unsettled, migratory way of living. But.
now, at length, their ideas of liberty are taking on a more intelligent,
scriptural aspect; their formalism giving place to spirituality, and their
feelings and conduct towards the natives beginning to undergo a happy,
beneficent change. The spirit of that true and living faith which their
pioneer fathers carried to that land, is beginning to be revived, and
one of the most important reasons they originally assigned for going-
there and taking up their abode among or by the side of the natives.
—to aid them in their religious well-being—is beginning to be honored:
in the mission work they have already entered upon in their behalf..
During the two centuries of their abode there, the Boers have had
much to do towards developing and utilizing the secular resources of’
the country, and in giving shape to the social and political affairs of all
South Africa. Their molding influence was never greater than it is
to-day, nor will it fail to increase and extend as the years go on.
Their past career is fraught with instruction, if not also with admoni-
tion; their present trend with encouragement to all true friends of
law and religion. To all who are interested in the ever-changing for-
tunes of men, the different phases of social life, and especially in:
knowing something of the many mighty forces now at work for the:
speedy redemption of that long neglected and much wronged land of
the sun, which has come to be called the © Dark Continent,” a brief
sketch of the early life, general character, and present promise of the:
Dutch Boers in South Africa can hardly fail to be instructive and:
encouraging.

When Diaz discovered the southern angle of Africa, 1486, and
proposed to his royal patron, John IL, of Portugal, to call it “the
stormy cape,” the King said: “ No; call it ‘ the Cape of Good Hope,”
because of the promise it gives of my finding in it a good way to
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India.” So, through the moral and political storms that have raged
in that region, the eye of faith sees a “ Good Hope ” for yet making
that cape as a stepping-stone and means of reaching a realm larger
than India with the gospel of God’s love. It was about the middle of
the seventeenth century, 1652, that the Dutch East India Company,
seeing what a good replenishing station the cape would make for
ships plying between Europe and the Eagt, sent a colony of soldiers
and others there to build a fort and plant a garden, hoping, withal,
as they said, that the religious interests of the aborigines might be
‘thus promoted,—that the formation of said fort and garden may not
only tend to the advantage of the East India Company, but, what is
of more consequence, may also be the means of preserving many souls
to the praise of God’s most holy name, and for the propagation of his
holy gospel,—that, by living on good terms with the natives, their
children may become useful servants, and, if educated in the Christian
faith, should the Almighty grant, his blessing, many souls may be
brought to a knowledge of religion and saved fo God. But these
ends, if ever practically sought in those early days, were soon forgot-
ten, and for two centuries left virtually out of account, though they
are now beginning to come to the front. .

The infant colony went on to prosper. The natives brought them
cattle and sheep, their gardens gave them vegetables, the plains gave
them game, and the sea gave them fish, but for some years they were
subject to many trials. At first, it is said, they had to contend with
their fears, lest the wild men by day or the wild beasts by night
should attack them and their fort, and carry all by storm. They had
to contend with want; and one poor soldier was sentenced to many
blows from the butt of his gun for wishing the purser at the devil for
serving out penguins instead of beef and pork. They suffered from
thieves, and one poor fellow was sentenced to be flogged and put in
irons for stealing a cabbage. At times a Hottentot would walk off
with some of the cattle, or the leopards and lions would take them for
their own use. They had the scandal-monger among them, and one
of them was sentenced to ask pardon on his knees, be bored through
the tongue, and be banished three years for words spoken against
ladies of rank. The colonists were sometimes chided by the Home
Directors for want of enterprise and self-support, and told that a
country which could not grow its own corn did not deserve to be called
a colony. Then the Home Company sent out fifty young farmers, and
an equal number of maidens to aid them and others in their new
home., Next came three hundred Huguenots, men, women and chil-
dren, the salt of the earth:

¢¢ Pilgrim fathers, noblest blood of sunny France,
Broad-browed men of free-born spirit, lighted with the eagle glance.”

Robbed of “freedom to worship God ” in the land of their birth :
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¢To this far nook the Christian exiles fled,
Each fettering tie of earthly texture breaking ;
‘Wealth, country, kindred, cheerfully forsaking
For that good cause in which their fathers bled.”

To these may be traced some of the most valuable elements of the
white race in South Africa; though, for a long time, the illiberal
policy of the Home Company was far from giving such scope to the
enterprise, industry, and influence they were prepared to exert, as the
highest welfare of all parties, both immediate and future, required.

The sturdy Hollanders and Huguenots of those early days, the
real Pilgrims and Puritans of South Africa, glorying, as they did, in
being “ free-born ” and “liberty-loving,” were, nevertheless, remark-
ably patient under the many frivolous and discriminating laws and
customs to which they were subject, touching private, social and civil
life. Some of the good-hearted rulers, such as “ Father Tulbagh,”
who lived about the middle of the last century, men of great sim-
plicity of life and never lacking in rigid discipline, evidently failed to
see what was really the great opportunity and object of their office, and
yet were diligent enough in prescribing such laws and forms of social
and official etiquette as they thought the people should observe.
They had full faith in ranks and grades of society, and eschewed the
doctrine that all men, even the white, were made or designed to be
equal. The low vehicles of that age were admirably adapted to the
fashion, made imperative by law, that every person should stop his
carriage and get out when he should see the Governor approach, and
should likewise give the members of the “Court of Policy” a clear
pass for their carriages. The exact amount of velvet which gentle-
men of different ranks might wear, the amount of ornamentation for
their carriages, the number of servants each rank might boast, the
particular costume of the footman, the dress of brides and their
friends at weddings, the cloth and cut of dresses for the wives of men
.of different ranks, as the junior merchant or the senior merchant, the
wearing of diamonds, mantles, hoops, and dresses with a train, as the
chronicles of those days tell us, were all determined by laws made,
not by the modistes of Paris, but by the Governor and his grave
Council in the castle of Good Hope. And yet there was evidently
much of good feeling and genuine enjoyment among that people. If
they went to one extreme in the respect and deference they paid to
age, rank and office, it is worth considering whether the people of
this day have not gone to the other.

The religious character and observances of the Boers at that early
period were not less marked and molding than their civil code and
social life, Their means of education, teachers, ministers, books, ex-
cept the Bible, outside of official ranks, were few. But the attach-
ment of the scattered people to all the sacred institutions of religion
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was then, as now, remarkable; and evidently the guiding and re-
straining influence of these simple ordinances and teachings of the gos-
pel, during all the years, have done much to prevent the nomadic
classes from lapsing utterly into the heathenism of the native tribes
with which they have ever been in contact, KEven now, in those who
lead a migratory life, such as the greater number of their fathers were
wont to lead,

- ¢ 'While on from plain to plain they led their flocks,

In search of clearer springs and fresher field,”

“both the spirit and the forms of religion are everywhere far from
rare. 'They hold the Calvinistic doctrines, and, in many respects, are
‘not unlike the sturdy Scotch of three centuries ago. Rough and un-
couth as the “trek Boers” (nomadic farmers) often are, they have, at
‘least many of them, a habit of saluting their Maker at break of day
with supplication and song. Nor is it any uncommon thing for the
patriarch of the family to bring his household together, morning and
-evening, read a chapter from the well-worn family Bible and offer
prayer. They still retain that resolute, republican spirit of freedom
for which their ancestors were distingnished in the Netherlands many
generations ago. From their religion and their politics together, it is
-easy to see how they should be often thought a stubborn, sometimes
.a bigoted, if not also a proud race, of an independent spirit, a posi-
“tive purpose, and ever ready to fight and die for their rights and their
liberties, '

In their general appearance, domestic life and common pursuits,
‘the Boers are tall, stout, strong, hospitable and kind, frank and cour-
teous, sometimes surly and phlegmatic. Their farms and their fami-
‘lies are large, the former numbering from six to ten thousand acres of
1and, the latter from six to a dozen children, to say nothing of serv-
ants. Their wealth consists of their lands, cattle, sheep and horses.
“Where they have been able to settle down to live undisturbed for a
few generations, they are not unlike the average New England farmer
in the general ordering of their affairs. When they are given or
driven to constant change, the wide open field is their home, and the
large tented wagon, usually drawn by twelve or fourteen oxen, is their
house, where they sleep at night, and in which the women and chil-
-dren ride by day, while the men, in their saddles, are out with their
rifles for the game they need for the larder. If one thinks his stay
in a place may be for a few months or years, he builds a cheap
““wattle and dab ” house and covers it with thatch for himself and
family, a hovel for his horses, and a pen for his cattle; encloses a few
.acres of land for a garden, and plants out a few fruit trees, and, even-
“tually, if not too much annoyed by the natives, or forcibly ousted by
the English, he comes to find he has a permanent home.

But the civil and political career and experiences of the Boers have
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been full of variety and trial. The original settlement went on to grow
till it came to number fifty thousand souls and embrace a hundred
thousand square miles of territory, when, in 1795, the English came-
in and took possession, held it till 1806, then gave it back, but recov--
ered it again in 1815; since which time it has continued to be an.
English colony, much to the disgust and grief of the Dutch. The-
peculiar views of the Boers in respect to the natural rights of the na--
tives, the frequent encroachments of the former upon the territory of
the latter, and the consequent strife between the two races, all went .
to make the life of each for many years one of almost constant fear:
and unrest. The Boers could never forgive the English for taking:
from them what they claimed as their own country; and, being accus-
tomed to take and hold many of the natives as slaves, or, as the
Dutch said, as “ apprentices,” when, in 1833-7, the English abolished
the system, the already disgusted Dutch became highly indignant.
But the more considerate still remained in the colony and made the-
best of it, while great numbers of them withdrew for good. Not less
than five or six thousand of them, heads of families, gave up their-
big farms, gathered up their more valuable and portable effects, took.
their families, cattle, sheep and horses, their Bibles and their guns,.
inspanned their big wagons, called the ugliest ox in the team by the-
opprobrious name of “ England,” set their faces toward the North
Pole, and journeyed on till they crossed the Orange River, the north--
ern limit of English rule, and there took up an abode wherever they
could find green grass and good water. From this, in a year or two,
1837, a thousand of them inspanned their wagons again, took their
families, cattle and other effects, followed up the Orange River and
came down into Natal, hoping to make that beautiful country a new
Netherlands, and there find rest and peace. But after two years of”
war with the Zulus, and then two more of war with the English, the
land of their delight became a British colony. Again, a few of the
more considerate of them remained and tried to make the best of it;.
but great numbers of them withdrew, went back over the mountain,
rejoined their fellows, and established the Orange River Free State-
and the Transvaal Republic, with an alleged promise from the En-.
glish that they should not be disturbed. But, under the so-called
“jingo policy ” of the British Government a few years since, this.
promise, which the Dutch declare to have been plain-and positive,
seems to have been forgotten; and an attempt was made, or at least.
conceived, to deprive the Dutch of their independence and establish
a grand Anglo-African Confedracy which should embrace all South
Africa. This led to a war between the English and the Dutch, and
also with the Zulus. But in this the Dutch had the best of it, and
are still preserving their independence.

The Free State embraces about 50,000 square miles, and hasa popu--
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lation of about 130,000, of whom the whites number about 60,000.
The Transvaal, now called the South African Republic, embraces
about 80,000 square miles and hag a population of about 800,000, of
whom about one-sixth are white, and of these about three-fourths are
Dutch. The eastern frontier of this State is about forty miles from
Delogoa Bay. A railway to connect the capital, Pretoria, with the
bay is nearly completed. Between this State and St. Lucia Bay the
Boers have formed what they call the “ New Republic,” of about.
16,000 square miles. This new State has already negotiated a treaty
with the Transvaal, by the terms of which the two are to form them-
selves into one State, to be incorporated under the name of the Dis-
trict of Vryheid. Many of the English, both at home and in South
Africa, especially in Natal, have been urging and hoping that British
rule might be pushed northward, so as to take in Zululand, and what.
was otherwise soon likely to be known as the “New Republic;” or
even that the scheme of a grand Anglo-African Republic might yet.
be realized at an early date, But the latest utterance and phase of
the Imperial policy on these points are that Mr. Gladstone emphati-
cally repudiates any intention to interfere in Zulu affairs; that the
Home Government is not prepared to adopt toward the Boer settlers.
in the New Republic district a hostile or aggressive attitude; and that.
England especially desires to maintain friendly and cordial relations.
with the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The more consid-
erate and humane course of the Boer towards the native is taking
away one considerable pretext of the British Government in former
years for interfering with Dutch rule,

From interesting addresses at the World’s Missionary Conference:
last year in London, and from other fresh and valuable sources of in--
formation, it is clear that a great change is coming over the Dutch in
their feelings towards the natives and in their attitude towards mis-
gion work among them. For many reasons, probably few men are able:
to give more correct; valuable testimony on this point than the Rev.
John McKenrie, of the London Missionary Society. Inarecent speech
of his, having referred to the opposition which mission work had to-
encounter from the Dutch in former years, he goes on to say that, in
the course of time, such work has come not only to have their high
approval, but to find their own sons and daughters engaged in it;
that the Dutch Reformed Church of Cape Colony “has its own mis-
sionary society now, and if,in any village throughout the colony, there:
should be a community of black people not ministered to by a Euro-
pean society, there you will find the Dutch Reformed Church at.
work.,” The superintendent of the Berlin Missionary Society, Rev..
A, Merensky, having referred to the fact that, in former years, the
Boers of the Transvaal had refused to allow any mission work to be
carried on in that State, goes on to say : “ Our missionaries now have
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in the Transvaal alone twenty-three stations, with five thousand mem-
bers ; and altogether there are now about twenty-five thousand native
Christians in the '[ransvaal.” The Swiss have a flourishing mission in
that State. Noris the changing of sentiment and bearing on the part
of the Dutch towards the Zulus in Natal less marked, Some two years
ago there was a religious movement of great power among both races
in the upper part of that colony, in the Greytown region. Several na-
tive evangelists, being employed to hold meetings among their own
people, often held them, by invitation, at the houses of the Dutch,
and many of both races were hopefully converted. The pastor of the
Dutch church in Greytown gave the work every possible encourage-
ment, Many of the farmers not only gave it their hearty approval
and shared in it, but contributed much of their own time and personal
effort to carry it forward. Rev. James Scott, a missionary of the
Scotch Free Church, was called in and “ assisted at the baptizing of
about a hundred natives who had been converted by those Boers who
destroyed the station of Livingstone, and interfered with the work of
our French brethren. Having received an outpouring of the Spirit of
God two or three years ago, these Dutch farmers are now gathering
" their Zulu servants together and are themselves preaching to them the
gospel of Christ.”

The veteran American missionary, Rev. David Rood, for forty
yearsa faithful laborer among the Zulus in Natal, bears similar testi-
mony to the interest the Dutch are now taking in mission work among
the aboriginal races in all parts of Soutlt Africa. And, as among
some of the more important causes, or agencies, that have wrought
and are still working this cheering change,—a revival of religious and
missionary zeal among the Dutch,—he mentions the labors and prayers
of the many devoted teachers that have been going out, for some years,
from New England, and especially from Mt, Holyoke Seminary, under
the call and direction of Pastor Murray, of Wellington, superintendent
of the Dutch churches in South Africa, to establish schools of the
South Hadley order and spirit among the Dutch in different parts of
all that broad field. Nor is their influence limited to the sections in
which the schools are set, but “reaching Dutch families far away.”

At the annunal meeting of “The Natal Missionary Conference,”
held in Durban last July, Rev. James Turnbull, V. D., of Grey-
town, read an interesting paper on “ The Boer Farm Mission, or the
Introduction of Christian Life into the Kraals of the Kafirs,” which
serves to prove and illustrate the real practical interest the Boers
are taking in the religious well-being of the nations around them,
The Boer’s farm is generally large, comprising from five to ten
thousand acres. On it may often be found a goodly number of
Zula Kraals; and the aim of “The Boer Farm Mission ” is to fur-
nish religious instruction for these natives by providing a native
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evangelist from some regular mission station to labor for them.
The evangelist thus employed is to have a hut of his own on the
farm, together with a field for planting and pasturage for his cows;
also a small salary, part of which is to be paid by the Farm Mission
and part by the farmer for whose people he labors. This evangelist.
is to teach and preach also on the neighboring farms, and the owners
of these shall be expected to help make up the salary of the minister
whose services his people may share. The enterprise promises to be:
attended with much success. The members of the church have in-
creased from 45 to 96 during the last year, and some 50 candidates.
are now waiting for baptism.

MORAVIAN MISSIONS AMONG THE AMERICAN INDIANS.
BY REV. D. L. LEONARD, BELLEVUE, OHIO.

It is much to the shame of American Christendom that so little is
known of the character and doings in general of the Moravian
Church, and in particular of her efforts to evangelize and civilize the
aborigines of this country. For not only does the story consti-
tute one of the most thrilling and pathetic portions of ourearly annals,
but a number of her representatives rank high for distinguished pub-
lic services among our pioneers and founders. This church was the
first to cross the Atlantic upon an errand purely evangelistic. For
the better part of a century she stood in the very forefront of the
fearful strife with the wilderness and with savagery in New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and Canada West. Nor did any
heralds of the cross ever surpass, while few were able to equal, for
patient endurance of hardships, or for length and energy of effort,
such truly apostolic men as Heckewelder, for forty years a missionary
among the Delawares, and Zeisberger, who for upwards of sixty years
bestowed most lavishly upon the same people the wealth of his wis-
dom and zeal, and died when past eighty-seven with the armor still
on, and so, even more than Eliot, fairly earned the honorable title of
Apostle to the Indians.

Already Dober and Nitschman had been despatched to the ne-
groes of the West Indies, and the Stachs, with Christian David, to the
Greenland Eskimos, and now in 1734, when the renewed church had
been in existence scarcely more than a decade, a company of
Moraviang made their advent into Georgia to tell to the Creeks the
story of redemption. But various troubles ensued and the mission
was transferred to the more genial atmosphere of Quaker territory,
and to the Forks of the Delaware. Here in 1741 a permanent settle-
ment was made, destined to be a sort of second Herrnhut, a centre of
gospel power for the New World, and named Bethlehem, Zinzendorf
himself being present. A considerable accession soon followed of
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settlers from Hurope, and several tours of exploration through the
forests to the north and west.

Meantime in Herrnhut Christian Henry Rauch had been set apart
as the first missionary to the Indians, and had landed alone and a
stranger in New York. Only discouragements met him. But hear-
ing that a delegation of Mohicans was in the city, he sought them
-out, and, sad prophecy of woe, found them in beastly intoxication,
They had learned the Dutch language from their neighbors, and tak-
ing advantage of a few rational moments, he offered to return with
them as a religious teacher, and in due season set out for Shekomeko,
in Dutchess County, and near the Connecticut line, For a time his
message was heard with interest, but when the novelty was gone his
hearers fell away, rebuffs and insults became his daily portion, and he -
was bidden to be off by the way he came. However, additional
helpers were sent, and at the end of a year the seemingly barren soil
suddenly began to whiten with a harvest. Tschoop (Job) and Sha-
‘bash, the debauched wretches he had followed to their homes, through
deepest penitence entered thoroughly into the kingdom, though one

" -of them before had been “the greatest drunkard and most out-
rageous villain ” in all that region, Savages came twenty and thirty
‘miles to listen to the “ great words,” a church of 70 was gathered, a
second station was opened further east upon the Housatonic (Pach-
gatgoch), and five missionaries were kept busy preaching, teaching
and visiting from lodge to lodge. DBut those were troublous times,
Evil doers found their gains from the vices of the Indians sadly les-
sened by the success of the Moravians, much sectarian bigotry and
Jjealousy were abroad, and, worse, there was constant peril from the
French. So from these combined sources fierce opposition arose, and
‘their arrest followed upon the charge of being “ Jesuits.in disguise,”
and finally in New York an act was passed which ordered ¢ the sev-
eral Moravian and vagrant teachers to desist from further teaching
and preaching, and to depart the province,” Thus expelled and the
mission broken up, teachers and converts were presently transferred to
Bethlehem, This was the first forced exodus in a long and lament-
able series,

In 1745 a Delaware chief and his wife were baptized, the first con-
verts from that tribe upon which the bulk of Moravian fervor was
henceforth to be expended. But just now great things were planned
in behalf of the Iroquois to subdue their haughtiness by the power of
‘the Cross, and inspire their hearts with the pity of Christ. A mission
board was formed. Young men were to be chosen and trained for the
task by years of study and familiar intercourse. David Zeisberger
was one of the first appointed (destin irter Heidenbote), and was sent
to the Mohawk Valley to study the language. Arrested as a French
$py and sent back, and little later with Bishop Spangenberg he made
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a trying and most perilous trip to Onondaga to secure from the
‘Grand Council permission for teachers to reside among the Six Na-
tions, This was followed by several other visits of similar character,
-and by two periods of residence, by which he gained such great ad-
miration and affection from those redoubtable warriors that by the
“Onondagas he was with great ceremony adopted into the tribe of the
Turtle. As another means of reaching and winning the Iroquois, a
‘mission was opened at Shamokin upon the Susquebanna, a great
gathering place, with a blacksmith shop to sharpen their tools and
‘weapons, and Zeigsberger as an assistant. For some reason nothing
substantial came of all this planning and labor. The French war
compelled suspension, and after twenty years’ continuance the attempt
finally ceased (1766).

But the work was vigorously pushed in the Wyoming Valley and
at other points. With what heroic spirit is shown in a resolution
adopted by the Mission Board “ to carry on the evangelization of the
Indians in an apostolic manner, and with resistless energy, to the
glory of God, and to deem fit for this service such men and women
-only as are willing to lose their lives for Christ’s sake.” And, verily,
it soon appeared that only such faith and fervor could meet the de-
mands of the case. The Delawares were found comparatively docile
-and easy to be reached by such simple, earnest and loving presenta-
tion of the truth as the humble-hearted Moravians gave, So that by
the end of 1749, 300 converts could be counted in Eastern Pennsyl-
vania. But Braddock’s defeat was the beginning of protracted dis-
turbance and disaster. The entire frontier was exposed to bloody
forays, morbid fear of tomahawk and scalping knife was universal,
and the baseless suspicion spread that the Christian Indians and their
teachers were in league with the French. Then, as if in cruel irony,
a troop of Monseys, who were hostile to the English, made midnight
assanlt with wholesale slaughter upon a Morav1an settlement only a
few miles from Bethlehem,

The mission came forth from the French war sadly scourged and
decimated, and then, when only a brief breathing space had been en-
joyed, the Pontiac Conspiracy followed, with a similar train of evils.
The old charge against the converts was revived, but was proved to
be a calumny by the meekness and resignation with which they en-
dured severe and manifold trial and affliction ensuing, In part, at least
-out of kindness, they were ordered by the civil authorities to give up
‘their arms and gather at Philadelphia, but, obeying, were met by a
howling mob with insults and threats. In spite of all orders from
their officers, thé soldiers refused them a refuge in the barracks.
‘Transported next to Province Island, a few weeks later they were
packed off to New York, but on the border of the province were met
with a command not to cross. Back then they tramped through a
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snow storm, and durance followed in all of sixteen months. Most of"
the time the missionaries were with them giving protection, council
and good cheer. And the poor creatures were marvellously patient
and steadfast through the whole. But during the summer smallpox.
and dysentery broke out, and almost half of the entire number died..
‘When finally released less than 100 remained, and so inveterate was-
the prejudice against them that this remnant must needs at once re-
move westward. So that presently we behold the afflicted flock and
their loved shepherds, forsaking homes and worldly goods, plunging -
into the pathless forests, climbing Broad Mountain, crossing the
Great Swamp, often able to advance but few miles a day, and, after-
five weeks of hardship, fixing themselves upon the Susquehanna and.
laying the foundations of a Second Friedenshutten (Tents of Peace).
This was in 1765. And now a few years of respite were vouch-
safed. Comfortable homes were soon built, as well as a chapel and
school-house, while a post-and-rail fence was constructed about the-
-entire cluster of cabins., The streets and yards were kept scrupu-
lously clean. To every family was a garden, an orchard and a canal,,
while 250 acres were given to meadows and grain fields and cattle;.
“hogs and poultry were abundant. To crown all a rich spiritual bless-
ing also came, bringing a large increase of converts, while the gospel
sounded out among the Mohawks, the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, .
Tuscaroras, Wampanoags, Tutelas and Nanticokes.
In 1767 intelligence was brought to Bethlehem that the Delawares..
“of the upper Allegheny desired to hear the glad tidings, and Zeisber-
ger was deputed to journey thither. He found a very den of heathen--
ism at Goschgoschunk, with debauchery and all manner of depraved
doing rife. But, nothing daunted, he was on hand again the year fol-
lowing with Gottlob Senseman and three families of Christian Indians..
to begin the first Protestant mission beyond the mountains in the
vast Mississippi Valley., For a while life was well nigh intolerable,
go furious was the opposition. The settlement was removed a few miles.
to a spot now in the midst of the oil region of Venango County, but.
at length, by gentle bearing, coupled with zealous teaching and fervid
appeal, such a turning to the Lord began that the heathen party lost
control. In 1770 a call came to introduce the gospel still further
west upon the Beaver, and a number of families journeyed thither in:
canoes by way of the Allegheny and Ohio, and built Languntoutenunk, .
or Friedenstadt (City of Peace). Among the trophies of a revival,.
which soon ensued, was Glikkikan, a famous chieftain and warrior, .
who from henceforth threw the whole might of his influence in favor
of Christian civilization.
But serious trouble was brewing in the Susquehanna region, The
bitter strife beween Yankee and Pennanite for the possession of
‘Wyoming was in progress. By the treaty of Fort Stanwix the terri-
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tory in which Friedenshutten stood was sold to Pennsylvania, and
the whites were crowding in upon the red inhabitants. Hence, re-
moval, sooner or later, became necessary. And just then an invitation
came from the Grand Council of the Delaware nation upon the Tus-
carawas and Walhonding, streams which unite to form the Musk-
ingum, to remove, with tne promise of an amvle tract of most fertile
river bottom covered with magnificent forests full of berries, of deer,
turkeys and other game, while the stream was fairly alive with fish.
And all hard by Gekelemukpechunk, the capital. Therefore, on every
account it seemed best to transfer the mission from the Susquehanna
to the Muskingum, and in the spring of 1772 upwards of 200 crossed
the diviaing ridge and made the long pilgrimage.

Zeisberger chose a spot upon the bluff near to a large rivulet which
leaped forth from under ground, and called it Schonbrunn (Beautiful
Spring). At a later time, to accommodate the growing numbers, he
located two other settlements distant each a few miles, Gnadenhutten
(Tents of Grace) and Lichtenau (Pasture of Light). These solid be-
ginnings of religion and settled order were made by the Moravians,
be it known, about half a generation before the Ordinance of 1787
and the founding of Marietta. And now followed in this far-off
Arcadia what on the whole were the haleyon days in the career of the
mission. Of material prosperity there was no lack, so that the
heathen came from far to behold and wonder. Several sachems of
high degree openly espoused the truth, among them Netawatwas and
‘White Eyes. The chapel, though holding 500, could not contain the

. audiences which gathered to hear the “ great words.” Baptisms, too,
were frequent, and some of the shrewdest of the chiefs judged that a
few years would suffice to give the victory to the gospel.

But, alas, sorest tribulation was in store. The Revolution was
hastening on apace, with all its terrible moral strain and waste.
When open collision came, it was neither from cowardice nor lack of
patriotism that the missionaries decided to stand neutral. It was a
matter of conscience. They were non-combatants from principle.
But this fact was the direct cause of continued embarrassment, though
it is impossible to see how their case would have been bettered by
choosing either for Congress or the King. But here, as also before
and at a later time, upon them fell the “frequent penalty of peace-
makers, the distrust of both sides.” Certainly their course was ad-
vantageous to the Colonies, since, though the Delawares finally went
over to the British, it was not until after the surrender of Burgoyne
and the alliance with France, and so for years 10,000 warriors were
held back from their bloody forays by Zeisberger, Heckewelder and
the rest, as in New York were many more by missionary Kirkland.
The situation on the Muskingum was most trying and critical. The
Christian Indians occupied the border between the English settle-
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ments and the savages of the West, and so were between two fires.
‘War fury was rampant, and it required the utmost of sagacity and
watchfulness to keep the hands of the young Delaware braves from
seizing the hatchet. War parties frequently went back and forth
and all were entertained with strictest impartiality.

At length, to the British commander at Detroit, the attitude of this
influential tribe became intolerable. And well knowing that the mis-
sionaries were the chief obstacles in his way, he determined to strike
at them a telling blow. It was when the long and weary strife was
well nigh over, only four weeks before Cornwallis surrendered, that a
few hundreds of Wyandots, Mingoes, Shawanese, etc., with Elliott, an
English captain, among them, suddenly appeared at Schonbrunn and
the other towns, and by force compelled an exodus of the entire
Christian population, Zeisberger and the four other Moravians in-
cluded, and a long journey to Upper Sandusky, involving a wholesale
destruction of property; and at the approach of winter, destitute of
food and robbed of mnearly all their clothing, were left by their cap-
tors in the wilderness. A little later the missionaries were ordered to
- Detroit to remain, and their followers to separate and find a home
where they could.

But, meantime, the climax of horrors had come—the crushing
catastrophe. In a starving condition small companies had begun to
return to the Muskingum to gather some of their corn, which by the
thousand bushels had been left unharvested. Toward the end of win-
ter a larger party had gone upon the same errand. Their presence be-
came known to the borderers of Pennsylvania and Virginia, and an -
expedition was planned to cut them off. Under the lead of one Col.
‘Williamson, while scattered through the fields, they- were suddenly
set upon and made prisoners. A few hours were given in which to
prepare for death, and then they were taken to two “slaughter
houses,” and one by one butchered and scalped. Ninety-six victims,
wholly innocent of evil, of whom some thirty were women, thirty-five
children and twelve babes. And this “not in the flush of victory,
but in cold blood, leisurely as animals for the shambles.” After the
slaughter every building was burned. - Can American history match
this woful and altogether sickening narration ?

The residue of the dolorous story, though extending yet over the
better part of a half century, need not long detain us. Permission
was soon given to Zeisberger and his white associates to remain in
Detroit, or to retire to Bethlehem. But the thought of forsaking the
souls they had gathered at such cost could not be cherished for an
instant, and a re-establishment of the mission was determined upon.
By consent of the Chippewas, a location was selected a few miles to
the west of Lake St. Clair and upon the Huron (now Clinton) River,
and a call was sent to the Christian Indians to gather at New Gnaden-
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hutten. Not strangely, the response was so meagre that a start was
made with but nineteen, and fifty-three was the sum total at the end
of a year. A long succession of troubles, repeated removals with
great loss of property, set upon and harried alike by British and
American, and finally the ruthless and unprovoked slaughter of scores
of their brethren, whom could they trust, and what ground was
there for hope and courage? In the almost insanity of despair they
were haunted with the suspicion that the massacre was instigated by
their teachers ! Though others returned later, and not a few relig-
iously alone and unhelped from henceforth lived and died true dis-
ciples, yet too many made utter shipwreck of faith and relapsed into
paganism, counting the gospel a cheat and snare.

Nearly four years was passed in the forests of Eastern Michigan in
severest toil and with slight encouragement, and then since the Chip-
pewas broadly hinted that their presence was no longer welcome, the
future ownership and government of the Northwest was uncertain,
and since Congress had taken steps towards ceding to them the lands
they had occupied on the Muskingum, in 1786 their steps were turned
in that direction. Crossing Lake Krie they were driven ashore by
severe storms, and were compelled to continue their journey on foot.
At length the Cuyahoga was reached, and upon its banks, some miles
south of where Cleveland now stands, a halt was made upon the site
of a former Ottawa village, and the work of building and planting
was at once commenced. This was their Pilgerruh (Pilgrims’ Rest).
Tt soon became apparent that though Congress stood ready to bestow
titles and gifts of corn, blankets, etc., yet, on account of the deter-
mined opposition of the neighboring Indian tribes to a return to the
Muskingum, the project must be postponed. '

A more favorable location for a settlement was sought for and
found some sixty miles to the west on the Huron river, and near to
the Milan of this day. New Salem ‘was the name which expressed
their hope, and four years followed of rest and peace, and consequent
prosperity. A grateful calm it was after a protracted season of dis-
astrous storms. Or, as the event proved, it was a brief period of sun-
shine succeeded by the gloom of a tempestuous night, and so its beauty

- was but a bright sunset glow. A thriving town sprang up as if by
magic, cattle increased and large harvests were gathered. Three
schools were opened and a hundred dusky pupils filled them. The
chapel was thronged with Delawares, Chippewas, Ottawas, and even
‘Wyandots, inquiring after the better way, and an old time revival
began, which, with overwhelming power, laid hold of such as Gelele-
mand, a head chief, and Gegeshamind, a notorious sorcerer, and the
aembership of the church rose to 212.

-But evil days were once more at hand. An Indian war broke out
and raged with fury over the Northwest, with the crushing defeat of
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St. Clair and the brilliant victory of Wayne as chief incidents,
Again missionary work was rudely brought to a standstill, and,
finally, lest a second massacre befall, a flight for safety to Canada
was planned and executed. Some fifty applicants for church mem-
bership declined to go, but the residue, in thirty large canoes, crossed
the laks, located upon the Thames, founded Fairfield and received
from the Government a large grant of land. After six years, or in
1798, a fraction numbering thirty-three formed a colony and set out
for the Muskingum to rebuild the waste places and occupy the 12,000
acres set apart for their use. Sixteen years had wrought great
changes, The ruins of the former settlement could be traced. . Heaps
of bones mingled with the ashes showed where the slaughter had oc-
curred. But the fields were again wild with briars and underbrush.
For some reason no attempt to restore and rehabilitate prospered.
The missionaries and early converts were aged, and one after another
were passing away. Zeisberger, the chief leader and inspirer from
the beginning, the center and soul of every movement for fifty years,
in 1808 went to hisreward. The whites were crowding in from every
direction, bringing the demoralization of their vices. And, finally,
the migration of the Indian tribes across the Mississippi had set in.
So in 1824 the lands were receded to the United States and the work
came to an end. Unsuccessful attempts were made to open missions
upon the Wabash and in Georgia among the Cherokees. Fairfield
was burned by Gen. Harrison after the battle of the Thames, upon
the false report that the Moravian Indians had fought with the
British. That mission, however, still survives, and two stations are
maintained in the Indian Territory. And this is all that remains af-
ter the utmost of wise, and earnest, and consecrated endeavor con-
tinued through one hundred and fifty years.

And what shall we say to this most painful narrative of hope de-
ferred, of toil unstinted, and in His name, but constantly beset with
appalling difficulties and doomed to failure at last ? - Well, this at
least: The work undertaken was a sublime one, and in the truest
sense Christian, Christlike—of a piece with that done by the same
church for the degraded African, and Australian, and Eskimo.
Preaching of the gospel to the Indians was the thing to do, and that
regardless of results, great or small. It was in obedience to the
Divine call. Nor can we accurately reckon up returns in such high
matters. It is no slight thing that some 1,400 or 1,500 souls were
converted and trained for glory, and that christianizing and civiliz-
ing influences were carried to many hundreds more. Then Moravian
missions to the aborigines of this country have but shared the sad lot
of all similar undertakings. What is there to show for all that Eliot
did, and Edwards, and the Mayhéws, and many others in later times ?
In every case the obstacles were overwhelming, and the tribes have
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well nigh vanished from the earth., Therefore, it was not their fault
that they failed. There was a true Providence in the matter. They
did all that mortals could do. ¢ Were strenuous exertions, indefati-
gable labor, patient perseverance, constant self-denial, and devoted
zeal sufficient to secure success,” then no sort of failure would have
resulted. Best of all, such godly doing is never to be accounted
“ waste.” In the spectacle I have been endeavoring to portray, as in
80 many bright passages from the history of Moravian missions, the
gospel ideal is held up to the gaze of Christendom as seldom else-
where. How blind and reckless, how unquestioning and resolute was
their faith! At the divine bidding, like others of God’s heroes, they
gladly and with fine enthusiasm dared to attempt the impossible.
And so in all centuries to come, and to thousands, what such as Zeis-
berger, and Heckewelder, and Senseman, and Rauch, and Buttner,
and Jung did and assayed to do; will prove a mighty inspiration and °
impelling force to similar heroic efforts for the redemption of lost men.

THE JEW IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D., BUFFALO, N. Y.

Seven millions of people are an inconsiderable numerical propor-
tion of the fourteen hundred millions of people on the globe. But
this number of Hebrews have managed to secure a large share of at-
tention from the rest of mankind in our time, as for centuries preced-
ing. We say seven millions, but ¢his is probably under rather than
‘beyond the real number, which has been estimated as low as five
millions, while Herzog reckons, on the ground of information derived
from many quarters, that at the lowest they number twelve millions.
If the Jewish population of Europe be correctly estimated at five
millions—and the statistics are doubtless more trustworthy here than
elsewhere—then we strongly incline to the very high figures of Herzog,
rather than to the extremely low aggregate of two millions in all the
world outside of Europe. But Herzog says two millions is too
low for Europe. This would be one Jew for every forty-five of the
entire population. In Amsterdam alone there are thirty-six thousand
Jews; in Poland no one estimates the Jew population at less than
one million; and in Russia, including Poland, at three millions. Ger-
many has upwards of half a million, and the United States probably
three-quarters of a million of Jews; European Turkey contains about
850,000, mostly about Constantinople; Roumania, 250,000, and North
Africa, 100,000,

We will not now classify the Jewish communities only to say,
there are Jews—and Jews. The Falashas in Abyssinia, the Black
Jews on the Malabar coast, Loango Jews in Africa, and the Karaites
in Russia, Crimea and Damascus, are not Jews by lineage. The last
named claim to be descended from a leader of their own who lived
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twenty-two centuries ago. They are not Talmudists. They number
about 100,000, They disclaimed being Jews to escape the Russian
outbreak of the anti-Jewish riots of 1881.

Nor can we stop to say more than a word about their language.
In Europe they speak Judeo-Spanish and Judeo-German. The one is
the corrupted Spanish and Hebrew they carried with them when
expelled from Spain; and the other has Hebrew roots and German
flexions. Over Asia and Africa they speak a peculiar jargon, yet
generally, besides, the vernacular of the country where they live.

But the change in the position of the Jew within the last half cen-
tury is one of the most remarkable character. Fifty years ago the
Jew was inert and imbecile. Now he exercises a power greater than
in the days of David or Solomon. The Jews to-day influence more
people, control more bullion, and exercise more legislative power than
they did when they had their temple, their land and their scepter.
They have been stationary for eighteen centuries and hunted into
obscurity. To-day they attract wider attention than ever before in
their history.

They are “ ministers of finance, ministers of education, peers of
the realm, mayors of great cities, senators in the assembly, close
counsellors of kings.” Painters, philosophers, poets, professors, phy-
sicians, editors, lawyers, members of palliament bankers,—mone of
them could name those who have attained eminence amongst them
without naming a modern Jew. Inall countries of western Europe,
. except Russia, they enjoy Civil Equality and all the rights of citizens.
It is estimated by those who claim to see the drift of things, that in
a brief period all the seats of justice will be in their hands. Out of
twelve hundred students at law in Berlin, six hundred were Jcws.
The Berlin and other Councils are ruled by a Jewish majority, and all
offices are in the gift of Jews. The German tradesman sinks to a
secondary position alongside his Jew competitor, the best squares are
filled with Jew shops, the best estates have passed into their hands;
in Germany they have ousted the best families from their patrimonial
possessions. This is true of Holland also.

One Jew at least has reached the Senate of France, and another
the Chamber of Deputies. Lord Beaconsfield achieved undying noto-
riety ag the Prime Minister of Great Britain ; and M. Simon the
French Premier, and Gambetta the leader of the opposition, were
both descendants of Jewish families, One of the best minds of the
Southern councils during the rebellion was that of Judah P. Benjamin,
a Jew; and in the North, a Jew, August Belmont, was Chairman ¢gf
the National Democratic Committee in 1878. The Jew is the world’s
chief banker to-day. No existing civilized nation has failed to
feel his influence in monetary matters. National loans in Europe
have long been dependent on Jewish coffers, and it is doubtful if
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any nation would dare to declare war until they knew if Jew bankers
would float the loan necessary for the conduct of the campaign.
Almost the whole of the liberal press of Germany is in their hands,
The two leading papers of Rome, Italy, were, and possibly still are,
edited by Jews. The power of the Jewish press of the continent of
Europe is very great in matters political, scientific and theological.
The learned Rabbis publish many journals.

At the bar the Jew has achieved great eminence within thirty
years of opportunity. It is fifty-six years since the Jews were admit-
ted to the freedom of the city of London. The first Jew sheriff of
England was elected in 1835, and a little earlier the first Jew was ad-
mitted to the English bar. It was as late as 1847 that Baron Roths-
child was returned for the city of London, and eleven years later
(1858) the first Jew was admitted to the House of Commons, There
were but twelve Jew brokers in London at the beginning of this cen-
tury. 'The number was limited to twelve. The rare privilege to be-
come one of these twelve brokers was conveyed by title deed, and as
late’as 1826, when a vacancy occurred, over seven thousand dollars
was paid by a Jew for the privilege of its occupancy. ‘

The children of Jews are being educated in a ratio disproportioned
to those of Gentiles in many countries, especially in Germany, Austria,
and even Russia, This finds an illustration in the Grand Duchy of
Baden, where the number of the population being a trifle over
a million and a half, one million were Romanists, a half million Pro-
testants, aud twenty-eight thousand Jews. But in the grammar
schools the Romanists and Protestants counted two thousand each,
and the Jews over five hundred, or the Romanists 41 per cent., the
Protestants 47 per cent., and the Jews 11 per cent., or, more roughly
and roundly, the Romanists had one pupil in these schools for every
five hundred of their number, the Protestants one for every two
hundred and sixty, and the Jews one for every fifty-seven. In
what are known as the commercial schools the proportion is about the
same, '

The Jews in Turkey are reported as taking a great interest in
education. There is said to be a class of educated Jews, liberal
minded and prosperous, untiring in their efforts to develop education
among the native Jews by establishing schools.

The increased prosperity and power of the Jew was a foremost oc-
casion of the anti-Semitic riots in Russia in 1881. It was alleged
that they had increased in population and wealth until they exercised
an undue preponderating influence in affairs of State. It was said
that their presence in such numbers and their power endangered
national unity and the Christian faith; that they could never be
true patriots, and as a money-lending people they exerted a corrupting
influence on commerce.
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It is charged against the modern Jew that he carries out no mission
for the good of the human family, and that he seriously interferes with
brotherly unity and love. As a class, it is true, they originate no or-
ganization of their own looking to practical beneficence beyond their
own race lines. But the mercantile Jew of our country has been a
generous contributor towards relief of national calamities by fire, flood
and pestilence.  That his motive may be mixed in his subscription to
the relief of sections whence he finds his patronage, even if estab-
lished, would, we fear, not prove that he occupied a lower level than
many Gentiles by his side.

Ag the Jew has entered into the civilization of the age and become
a part of it, Rabbinical Judaism has necessarily undergone considera-
ble modification. 'The public schools and other educational establish-
ments give them their curriculum of study, and the study of the Tal-
mud has so far declined that German Jews have to import their
Rabbis from among Polish and Russian youths. The catechism
learned by the Jew children in Germany teaches rationalism, not Bibli-
cism, and many have first learned the Bible through the Christian mis-
sionary. Amongst multitudes of them in Germany, the hope of a
Messiah has totally disappeared. Dr. Philippson, editor of the .A4#-
gemeine Zitung des Indenthens, acknowledges that a spirit of skepti-
cism has laid hold of the younger generation, so that conviction has
disappeared; that there is truth, and that man can obtain it; all ideal-
ism is gone, and nothing is considered to be useful and worth while
any effort but that which promises material advantage—wealth, honor,
power and enjoyment. Hence this mad spirit of speculation, this ef-
fort and anxiety to get rich quickly, and at the expense of others. A
writer in that same periodical said a few years ago: “I see that
among the educated classes the religious indifference has so much
grown that they do not take the least interest in Jewish literature. I
cannot get rid of the doubt whether Judaism, which rests on an histor-
ical foundation and is built up with historical stones, can stand and
continue when those stones are loosened, and that foundation is for-
saken.”

The Jewish Chronicle and Jewish World are full of lament that
the privileges granted by the Russian government to educated Jews,
and the drafts of Jewish youths for ten years into the army, with
other causes, are rapidly resulting in the same decline of faith among
the Russian Jewish community, and the younger generation is ac-
knowledgedly skeptical, though often secretly so at home. The Is-
raelitish Alliance of Paris is rapidly planting the same forces—schools,
ete.,, among the Jews in Turkey, Asia and Africa. Of two thousand
shops kept by Jews in the city of Paris, not over a hundred are closed
on Saturday. Of the seventy thousand Jews in New York City, not
over twenty-five hundred are attached to the synagogue.
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Rev. Theodore J. Meyer has therefore pertinently said that the
“ consequence of this new spirit is that the synagogal service, which
for centuries had existed without any change, can no more attract and
satisfy people whose mental horizon hasbeen enlarged by the study of
history, seience and philosophy, and whose tastes and modes of living
have been revolutionized by the contact and intercourse with civilized
society. - The disorderly, noisy service of the synagogue could not but
be repulsive to such men. A reform of it was therefore generally de-
manded. Under great opposition, not only from the still powerful
orthodox party, but in many cases also from the political authorities,
a change was at length effected. Everywhere in the principal syna-
gogues of the Continent and Great Britain more order and decorum
prevail, choral singing, regular or occasional sermons in the vernacu-
lar were introduced, although with a very few exceptions the language
-of the prayers remained Hebrew. F¥or a time that succeeded in at-
tracting again to the synagogues those who had turned away in dis-
gust from the old unmsthetic service ; but it could not satisfy them
for any length of time. The cold decorum of the new service left
them cold, too ; and moreover they discovered that the spirit of the
prayers of the synagogue was more in opposition with their views than
-even the old form of service had been with their new habits and
tastes.

“The writings of Zunz, Geiger, Holdheim, Furst and others had
rudely shaken the belief in the authority of the Talmud and in the
institutions of the prayers and service of the synagogue by Eazra
.and the great men of the Sanhedrim. These men, and the leaders of
this movement generally, bad been all more or less imbued with ration-
alism and pantheism, which at that time prevailed in German litera-
ture and society generally. What sympathy could they have with a
liturgy which on every page gives expression to its hope for the com-
ing of the promised Messiah, prays for his appearance, for the gather-
ing of scattered Israel, and their return to their own land ; for the re-
building of the temple and the restoration of the sacrificial service ?
After the charm of novelty had worn off, the synagogue again stood
‘empty, notwithstanding their reformed services. Greater, more
thorough-going reforms were required—veforms which introduced into
the synagogue not only better decorum, music and singing, which
-did not merely lop the liturgy a little here and there, but would bring
it into harmony with the spirit of the age, both internally—<.e., doe-
‘trinally—and externally.”

The Jewish World is a weekly penny paper, published in London,
‘which week by week has reproduced in popular form the subtlest and
‘boldest infidel thought of Strauss and Bauer. There is little room to
doubt but that where Judaism has come in contact with Christian civ-
ilization it has resulted in a death-blow to Rabbinical Judaism. A re-
turn to simple Mosaie Judaism has proven to be an impossibility.
Even in other countries Rabbinism has been undermined.

The question of their conversion to Christianity would require a
separate article. A few statements, bowever, may be presented.
Seven or eight years ago it was said the number of Hebrew Christians
in Berlin alone was upwards of fifteen hundred. In 1876 the Irish

. Presbyterian Mission Board estimated that there were twenty thou-
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sand converted and baptized Jews then living in the communion of
Christian churches, and the Missionary News estimates that at the
present day at least a thousand Jews annually are converted to Chris-
tianity, who join the churches in about the following proportion :
Greek Church 450 ; Romish 270 ; Evangelical 250 ; and that during
this century at least a hundred thousand have been baptized, among
whom are many eminent persons. Professor Paulus Cassell, D. D., a
member of the German Parliament, is a convert from Judaism. The
Irish Presbyterian Missionary report, of thirteen years ago, said that.
not less than three hundred and twenty converted Jews were known
at that time to be occupying high and influential positions as ministers,
theological professors, and teachers in the Christian church. The
Church of England alone had one hundred and ten converted Jews.
ministering as priests at her altars, and amongst the most eminent di-
vines of the Presbyterian and dissenting bodies were many of the chil-
dren of Jacob. Christian Jews have won for themselves a world-wide
reputation as commentators and expounders of the Christian Scriptures,
and some of the brightest centers of Evangelical light on the conti-
nent of Europe are universities where Jewish Christian doctors occupy
the chairs, There are indications among the Jews of Persia of a large
movement towards Christianity. Among the sixty thousand Jews of
London there is said to be an increasing approximation of many Jews
to the Christian church. Some well-to-do Jews say that many would
any day become members of the Christian church if there was an im-
portant movement that way from the synagogues. - Many Christians.
found in London have Jewish names, and have had for at least one
generation. Sixty Jews have applied for membership cards in our
Young Men’s Christian Associations. Forty years ago there were not
fifty Jewish Christian converts in Gteat Britian ; now the missions
count three thousand, and it is estimated that fifteen hundred Jews
leave the synagogue every year ; whether they become Christians or
infidels, we are not told. Europe has nineteen, possibly more, Jewish
societies. In this country it was thought twenty-five years ago that
there was no room nor need for a mission to the Jews, but we now
have several, and through them many have been brought to Christ.
An able Jewish authority says: “ The majority of Jews are more
familiar with the doctrines and sayings of the New Testament than
they are with the Talmud and the Pentateuch.” Rev. Rudolph
Koenig of Pesth says of Professor Delitzch’s translation of the New
Testament into Hebrew, which has gone through several editions, that
the Jews are its readers, and a considerable movement among them
has been the result. He also speaks of the Jewish Missionary Associ-
ation formed among the theological students of Leipsie, called “ Insti-
tutum Judaicum,” holding praver-meetings for the conversion of the
Jews. The methods of appeal to the Jews which experience discloses.
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are often curious and instructive. There is, for instance, the appeal
to the Jewish character of the New Testament. It is affirmed to be
more Jewish than the Old Testament, containing not a particle of
Gentile element within its pages, whereas the Old Testament contains
prophecies communicated through Gentiles like Jethro and an idol-
atrous priest, and a pseudo-prophet like Balaam,

‘We have no room so much as to outline the independent Jewish
Christian movements, like that under Rabinowitz, the learned Jewish
lawyer, who teaches the Jews ¢ Jesus is our brother,” and * The key
to the Holy Land lies/in the hands of our brother Jesus.” We for~ .
bear reference now to the oft-repeated suggestion that the conversion
of the people would provide not a missionary ageucy but a missionary
people, and an indigenous evangelistic force.

They are sleeping under all stars, trading in all marts, sailing over
all seas, scaling all mountains, tracking all deserts, wearing all garbs,
speaking all tongues, familiar with all customsand codes, “ the source
of all the monotheism of the world,” holding in their hands the
prophecies of their own peeled, scorned, and scattered condition; at
once no people and the mightiest of people; steeped in prejudice and
often in poverty; without prophet to inspire, or priest to rally, or
prince to rule, or standard for rendezvous; without country that they
may call their own, without shekel or shield, without miracle or saeri-
fice, without urim and thummim’ or cloud pillar, they remain, de-
fying all influences that have worked the extinction of other peoples
from the days of the Czar of Egypt to those of the Czar of Russia;
and they remain to accomplish so high and holy mission as witnesses.
to Jesus Christ in another and a better sense than in that of the ter-
rible, “ Tarry thou till I come,” which has made the monumental
through centuries of the judgment of God.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC LAY CONGRESS OF 1889.
BY F. F. ELLINWOOD, D. D., NEW YORK.

The significance of the Roman Catholic Centennial, which was.
held in Baltimore in November last, is admitted by all. A review
of a hundred years of progress was presented with skill and enthu-
siasm. The advances made both intrinsically and relatively, and the
promise which those advances give to the future of Roman Catholo-
cism in this country, were received with manifest pride, and with
an apparent assurance of faith for the time to come. This was the
first of a probable series of conventions designed to represent the
laity. Very apparent was the desire to show the people a little
ostentatiously that the Church is not bound hand and foot by priestly
authority, but in the influence of and powers of jts laymen is abreast
with Protestantism. The speeches and papers were presented by lay-
men, mostly young or in their prime, and supposed to represent the:
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wide-awake spirit of our country and our generation. It is under-
stood, however, that all the papers had passed under the eye of the
Bishops, and that the Convention as a whole was held firmly in band.

The general plan was well conceived and executed. The whole
case of the Roman Catholic Church in this country could scarcely
have been presented, in its beginnings, progress, and attainments,
more adroitly, According to programme, two days were spent at
Baltimore, and a third day at Washington in the dedication of the
National Catholic University.

The Convention was dignified by the presence of a special repre-
sentative of the Pope, and by Cardinal Tascheraeu of Canada. Car-
dinal Gibbons was supported by about a dozen American Arch-
bishops, eighty Bishops, and nearly a thousand priests, while the
attendance of Catholics upon the different sessions is supposed to
have numbered tens of thousands. ,

The address of welcome given by Cardinal Gibbons, as reported,
seems rather disappointing. Much was doubtless expected from him,
considering his acknowledged ability, his progressive spirit, and ad-
mirable tact. He stated that he had not at first been favorable to
the idea of holding this Congress, as the time seemed too short. His
reference to the fact that the business proceedings ¢would have to
be dovetailed between the religious festivities of Baltimore and
‘Washington,” and his facetious sympathy for a body thus ¢sand-
wiched,” as he said, ¢ between two other corpulent bodies, which is
always so much the worse for the individual sandwiched, rendering
it difficult for him to breathe, and still more difficult to speak,” would
seem to lack the dignity demanded from so august a personage upon
80 great and historic an occasion. He expressed, however, a desire
long felt, to see the clergy and the laity drawn more closely together,
‘believing that while the clergy are divinely constituted channels for
instruction in faith and morals, they may learn much from the laity
in practical wisdom and worldly common sense. He expressed his
.earnest prayer that the deliberations of the Congress might be
marked by the ¢‘freedom and independence which becometh pa-
triots, by the wisdom and discretion which becometh enlightened
citizens, and, above all, by the charity which becometh Christians,
sons of the same Father, brothers of the same Christ, members of
the same family, having one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all.”

Important papers were read by Dr. J. G. Shea of Newark, N. J.,
who gave a history of the Roman Catholic Church in this country,
and emphasized with much pride the fact that its growth had been
achieved without any appliances of home or foreign missionary agen-
cles; and by Hon. H. T. Brownson of Detroit, who urged that ‘‘the
«Church should adopt all that is good in modern civilization, and not
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try to return to old .conditions,”—that more shouid be made of the
lay element in all practical work, that ¢ politics and religion should
not be separated, if purity in politics is to be looked for,” that the
cause of temperance and every means of purifying the politics of the
country should be encouraged.

The most eloquent speech of the Convention was delivered by
Daniel Dougherty, Esq., of New York, who regarded the opportunity
of the hour ‘as the great honor of his life.” For peculiar glow of
imagination, brilliancy of utterance, broad and rapid sweep of history,
and skilful arrangement of facts for the purpose in view, the speech
has rarely been excelled. The fact that America was discovered by
a Catholic navigator under royal Catholic patronage, that a Roman
Catholic Christian service was the first to consecrate the Western
hemisphere so far as.history records, that one great aim of Catholic
discovery was the establishment of the religion of Christ, that Catho-
lics had been the first to stain our fair land with their martyr blood,
that although ¢‘they had been spurned with suspicion, disenfranchised,
hunted as criminals,” yet a Catholic was among the signers of the Dec-
laration of Independence, and Catholic powers of Europe aided us
in our struggles against the Protestant powers that denied us liberty,
that the blood of Catholic patriots was freely shed for the Colonial
cause—all this was shown forth with consummate tact. He main-
tained that in spite of ‘¢ constant abuse heaped upon Catholics in later
times, in newspapers, books and periodicals, speeches and sermons,
by sectarian assemblies and political conventions, and even on the
floor of Congress,” yet, Catholic volunteers had been among the first
to consecrate their lives to the Republic on every field of battle.
He did not allude to the New York Catholic riots to resist the
draft: still we would not detract from the worthy service rendered
by Catholic soldiers in the support of the Government. ¢From
40,000 ” said Mr. Dougherty, ¢ the Roman Catholics in this country -
have become 10,000,000, From a despised people they are a mighty
power. Inevery avenue of industry and intellect they are the peers
of their fellow men. Their schools and colleges, libraries, asylums
and hospitals are scattered far and near. In every village, a steeple
or tower tipped with the cross tells where Catholics pray. In every
metropolis a cathedral lifts its massive walls high above all surround-
ing piles, or with its stately dome crowns the city’s brow. Our grand
old Church,” he continued, ¢‘rescued the jewels of classic lore from
the ruins of the Roman Empire, and preserved them through the
convulsions of a thousand years. She was the pioneer of civilization,
the founder of States, the conservator of order, the champion of the
people against the encroachments of tyrants.”

Now, there is a large per cent. of truth in all this, but it is ex-
parte. The almost total destruction of civilization in Spain is not
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mentioned. And as to Catholic resistance to tyrants, Charles V. and
Phillip II. are passed in silence, as well as the fact that Pope Paul IV,
remonstrated with the Spanish Sovereign for his leniency and tardi-
ness in crushing the Protestants, and even withdrew from him the
subsidies of the Church.

At the inauguration of the Catholic U'mvermty at Washington,
Father Fidelis, in an eloquent sermon, treated history in the same eclec-
tic manner. Those events which weall admit to have been sublime he
thus set forth : ¢She [the Church] has waited in the wilderness and
«crouched in the catacombs, and from her throne of honor she has ruled
the world with more than regal sway. She metthebarbarian and carbed
his rage; she organized a new civilization on the wide ruin of the old;
she cleared the forest, and drained the marsh, and built the town-
she covered Europe with her cathedrals and colleges; she was the
foster mother of learning and the patroness of art; and all the while
she forgot not that which was ready to perish, but in meekness and
voluntary poverty she went her ceaseless rounds of mercy.”

Evidently the leaders of the Church are using the immense prestige
of their past history to the best possible account. The masses of the
people will be made more intelligent and more enthusiastic. They
will not be carefully instructed in regard to the Inquisition or the
wrongs of Albigenses, Lowlanders and Huguenots. They will know
only the brighter side: possibly we have dwelt too exclusively upon
the dark side. If the late Congress has really struck a new key-note
of advancement,—if, as Father Fidelis claims, ‘“the Catholic Church
is capable of infinite adaptability, *—ig ¢‘ constantly shaking off and
casting from her that which is outworn and Worthless, ?” candid Pro-
testants will rejoice in every such change

The declarations contained in the Platform are as follows:

First. That there is no antagonism between the claims of the
Church and those of the country, and that if the freedom of our
country should ever be in peril, its Catholic citizens will be found
ready as one man to pledge anew ‘their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor.”

Second. A regretful reference to the social and political dangers
which threaten the land in pauperism and discontent.

Third. A recognitdon of the importance to society as well as the
individual, of Christian education, and since religion in the public
schools is denied, the indispensable necessity of parochial education
for the children of all Catholics. _

Fourth. A declaration of the sacredness of the home, coupled with
a denunciation of Mormonism, and ‘¢ the facility for divorce which has
gained such alarming currency under the auspices of Protestant sen-
timent and legislation.”

Fifth. A warning against the danger of political or industrial
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guilds, and an earnest recommendation of Catholic societies only, since
in a religious basis, and not in a race or national basis, lies true safety.
 Sixth. The conflict of capital and labor, and the associational
tendencies connected therewith are looked upon with regret. Nihil-
ism, socialism and communism are pointedly condemned, and equal
condemnation is visited upon the heartless greed of capital.

Seventh. Strong ground is taken against intemperance and Sab-
bath desecration. ‘¢ Without going over to the Judaic Sabbath,” says
the Platform, ¢“we can bring the masses over to moderation of the
Christian Sunday, and to effect this we must set our faces sternly
against the sale of intoxicating beverages on Sunday. Let us resolve
that drunkenness shall be made odious, and give practical encourage-
ment and support to Catholic temperance societies.” All Catholics
are urged to join their influence, with that of other enemies of intem-
perance, against the corrupting influence of the saloon in politics.

Eighth, The importance of disseminating Catholic reading mat-
ter, not only in books and traects setting forth Christian doctrines, but
in acquainting the people with Catholic teaching and opinion on the
important questions of the day. Circulating libraries and Catholic
reading circles are recommended, but not a word is said about reading
the Word of God in any version.

Perhaps the most difficult plank in this platform, yet the most
crucial and important, considering the present status of the Church,
is that relating to the freedom of the Pope. The Catholic Mirror,
the supposed organ of Cardinal Gibbons, published a week before the
Congress, an article declaring that ¢ American Catholics donot desire
that the temporal power of the Pope shall be restored, they only de-
mand that the independence of the Pope in spiritual matters shall be
guaranteed ¢o him by the Catholic powers of Europe.” This utterance,
which was not challenged by the Convention, gives a somewhat enig-
matical significance to this plank in the platform, viz.: ¢“The absolute
freedom of the Holy See is necessary to the peace of the Church and
‘the welfare of mankind. We demand in the name of humanity and
justice that this freedom be scrupulously respected by all gecular
governments. We protest against the assumption by any such gov-
ernment of a right to affect the interests or control the action of our
Holy Father by any form of legislation or other public act to which
‘his full approbation has not been previously given; and we pledge to
Leo XIII., the Worthy Pontiff, the loyal sympathy and unstinted aid
of all his spiritual children in vindicating that perfect liberty which
he justly claims as his sacred and inalienable right.”

The question which it is difficult to decide is, to what particular
Tights does this freedom apply? This protest against the rights of
any government ‘‘to affect the interest or control the action of the
Holy Father by any form of legislation to which his full approbation
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has not previously been given” may admit of an immense latitude of
interpretation. The language, if it is to hinge upon a Pope’s own
decisions, world open the way for all shades of seniiment, from the
mild and patriotic utterances of Gardina! Giobons to the preposterous
assumptions of a Hildebrand. )

Our perplexity is still further Increased by the fact that since the
rising of the Convention, viz., on December 30th, the Pope, in con-
sistory, gave his interpretation of the issue in question by declaring
that his liberty required nothing short of -a recovery of temporal
power.

‘We are inclined to accord a real sincerity to the intelligent Catholic:
laymen of this country in the avowal of their loyalty and patriotism,
but they may believe that the best thing that could happen to this
country would be to bring it under spiritual control of the Vatican.
We, on the other hand, desire a prevailing Protestantism because we
are afraid of the Vatican. There need be no question of motives,—it.
is a matter of principles and of history. Protestants profess an al-
legiance to this realm, and to no other. It does not meet the case to
say that we also owe a supreme allegiance to God. We gladly ac-
cord that to Catholics, but we protest against an earthly vice-regency
which is supreme. And when we suggest possible conflicts between
the Government of the United States and the Government at Rome,
we are talking of no idle dreams. The history of the past is full of
. concrete and terrible realities on this subject. When we remember
that only twenty-five years ago Pope and Cardinals and Bishops were
in league with the French Emperor in trying to overthrow the repub-
lic of Mexico; when we hear that not many months ago large sums
were contributed by Catholics in this country to aid Boulanger in
overthrowing the republic of France; when we learn that only a few
days ago the Catholic priests of Toronto successfully resisted a free
ballot in a special election of trustees of the schools,—we think we
have some reason to fear the influence of a two-fold, and, perhaps,
conflicting allegiance. It is just here that the chief issue with Ameri-
can Catholics lies. ‘

‘When we settle down into our most charitable and hopeful mood,
some ungarded utterance is sure to appear which dispels our hopes.
We are not permitted to draw our conclusions from the Centennial
Congress alone. We cannot forget an encyclical of the Pope in
which he distinctly says (Art. XLIL): ¢“In case of conflict between
the ecclesiastical and the civil powers, the ecclesiastical powers
ought to prevail.”

‘We cannot forget those words of Cardinal Manning while he was
Archbishop: ‘T acknowledge no civil power ; I am the subject of no
prince ! I claim to be the Supreme Judge and Dictator of the con-
sciences of men; of the peasant that tills the fields and of the prince
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that sits upon the throne; of the household that sits in the shade of
privacy and the legislator that makes laws for kingdoms.” We have
a declaration of the late Cardinal McCloskey, that the Catholics of
the United States are as strongly devoted to the maintenance of the
temporal power as those of any other country, 'We have a propheey
of Father Hecker, made in 1870, that ‘‘there will yet be a State
religion in this country, and that that State religion will be Roman
Catholic.” It may be said that these are only the vaporings of fanati-
cal Ecclesiastics, but Prince Bismarck, judging from actual experience
in statesmanship, said in 1875: ¢¢This Pope, this foreigner, this Italian,
is more powerful in this country [ Germany] than any other person,
not excepting the king.” In view, therefore, of many conflicting
indications, our Catholic friends must not think us bigoted if we
receive the enthusiastic utterances of their Congress with some
measure of abatements.

But what is the outlook of the Catholic Church in this country ?
The question is largely one of comparative numbers.

It is to be borne in mind, of course, that the Roman Catholic body
now claiming at least 9,000,000, is reckoned by a different principle
from that which obtains among Protestants. All baptized persons
are considered full members of the Church, and it is customary to
count families and circles of kindred. By the same method, the
total number of Protestants, whose communicants number say twelve
and a half millions, would reach forty-five or forty-six millions, or
about five times the number of Roman Catholics.. But, in considering
relative power in the State, it would not be safe to count upon such a
ratio ag this, There is no such political unity in the Protestant
body as among Catholics, and in some matters of a social and reli-
gious nature there is a serious lack of co-operation. Were the Pro-
testant Churches as thoroughly united as are Romanists, in demanding
this or that claim from the municipal, the state, or the national, au-
thorities, their demands would be irresistible; but politicians are ac-
customed to judge that from their standpoint Protestant political
unity is a rope of sand, while-Romanism is a strong-stranded, hard-
“twisted, agency which they cannot afford to ignore.

The members of Protestant bodies are independent citizens, think-
ing for themselves, differing in their views on many questions, and
voting according to their political opinions. But in the main the
Roman Catholic body is a solid mass which can be hurled on either
side of any political issue with great effect, and it is not so much the
numbers as the compaet organization which enables the Catholic in-
fluence to tip the balance of power between parties, and thus secure
its ends. Even aside from the ratio of numbers, therefore, the
Roman Catholic Church must always possess an advantage as a factor
in popular government,
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In reference to numbers and increase, it.should be said, in the first
place, that the great Catholic gain in this country has been due mainly
to the constant tide of immigration. Thisis not likely to cease so long
as the populations of Europe throw off a surplus, and this alone will
constantly affect the comparative ratios of Romanism in. this country.
In the second place, there is a greater increase of Catholic population
by natural generation. The influence of wealth upon our native-born
citizens of the Anglo-American stock, -and the increased extravagance
which widely prevails, operate unfavorably upon the number of
marriages and the natural increase of population. This check exerts
a far greater influence upon the native American element, which is
largely Protestant, than upon the immigrant population which is
mainly Catholic.

Some suggestive statistics are furnished by Dr. Josiah Strong,
showing the comparative increase of Protestant and Roman Catholic
Churches in different periods of the past. Thus, from 1800 to 1850,
the population of the country increased 9fold; the membership of all
evangelistic churches 27 fold; the Roman Catholic 63 fold. From
1850 to 1880 the population increased 116 per cent., the communi-
cants of Protestant churches 185 per cent., and the Roman Catholics
294 per cent. Or, to take another line of comparison, in 1850 the
Catholics equalled 45 per cent. of the total Protestant church mem-
bership, and in 1880, 63 per cent.

In looking forward to the future of this important question, there
are various considerations, lying some on the one side, some on the
other. 'When we consider the boldness and assurance of infidelity, I
think that every true friend of the cause of Christ must rejoice in the
alliance of the Roman Catholic Church in this country. That it is a
Christian church in its great body of believers, and aside from its
hierarchial assumptions, I, for oné, haveno doubt. That there are tens
and hundreds of thousands of real Christians in its communion, I am
confident. That its strong faith and its unflinching maintenance of
its principles will help to interpose an important barrier against the
flippant infidelity of the day, there is good reason to believe. Car-
dinal Gibbons’ able book, recently published, is a strong defense of’
the common Christian faith. )

In TItaly there is danger from extravagant and infidel legisla-
tion in the Chamber of Deputies, as well as from the reactionary
gchemes of the Cardinals. That the temporal power of the Pope
shall ever be restored, is impossible. The whole trend of sentiment
among the Latin races is against it, and when Archbishop Corrigan
said recently that the Catholics of this diocese ¢‘long for the day
when the Sovereign Pontiff shall be restored to the fullness of his time-
honored and necessary rights,” he only did injury to the Papal cause
at Rome. The constant utterances of this sentiment by Catholics in
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all lands, and the extravagant demands which the Pope is thus en-
couraged to make, can only add fuel to the flame of indignant radical-
ism in Italy, and so strengthen that resistance and repression with
which the Papacy cannot continue to cope. »

That the Roman Catholic Church in this country will become a.
great power, we have no doubt. That it will exert a disproportionate
influence in our politics, seems probable. That it will ever gain such
power as tooverthrow our liberties, I do not believe. The American
people are long suffering under the encroachments of particular sec-
tions or classes, but when the evil is ripe for retribution, they rise up
and sweep it away as with the resistless power of the tides. Mean-
while, let us hope that American Catholics themselves will become
80 broadened that they will lose their interest in the dead chrysalis
of Italian supremacy, and will seek to enthrone here the true ¢¢ Head
Over All,” who is confined to no country or hemisphere.

A PLEA FOR ENTHUSIASM IN MISSIONS.
[EDITORIAL.—A. T. P.]

Among the most startlingly rapid movements of the present day
are the “Societies of Christian Endeavor.” Though but a few years
old, already they are spreading over the earth.

% Christian endeavor ” is too sacred and meanmgful a phrase to be
carelessly used and applied. Endeavor ” is from the French, com-
vounded of en and devoir, and means exertion in the line of duty,
labor directed to some specific end, guided by a supreme aim.
¢ Christian endeavor ” is, therefore, the highest expression for holy
exertion along the lines of Christian duty, activity, set to the music
of love and loyalty to Christ and souls. We must beware that it
comes not to be a meaningless phrase or the mere motto of a formal,
superficial, external, mechanical stirring about—a noisy, bustling
activity that makes up for devoutness and devotion by “ mouthing”
and motion !

¢ Christian endeavor ” is the soul of m1ss1ons, and there are a few
indispensable requisites to its exercise.

First of all, a holy enthusiasm. That word has been thought by
some to be derived from the Greek ¢v and @¢o0s, meaning entheism, or
God-indwelling. Certainly, in its highest use and application, it
means nothing less than a divine passion burning in the human soul
and yearning for the accomplishment of high results. And so under-
stood, enthusiasm is the soul and source of all Christian endeavor.
‘Without it there cannot be the heroic, self-sacrificing worker for God.
Without it in any sphere there is no high achievement. All success-
ful men in every department have been enthusiasts, and sometimes
considered as fanatics. Michael Angelo, attacking with hammer and
chisel an old dingy, yellow block of marble, declaring that within it
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was imprisoned an angel, and as a sculptor seeking to set the angel
free, was a poetic example of artistic enthusiasm. So also was Da
Vinei, who wrought for ten years upon his master picture of the
¢ Last Supper,” in the refectory of the Convent of the Madonna
della Grazea at Milan. Often for whole days he was so absorbed in
his work that he forgot to eat. Again, for days he would only come
and stand in silence before it, as if devoutly studying his great
theme and criticising his own work. Again, in the heat of noon, he
would leave the cathedral where he was modelling his colossal
“horse,” and, hurrying to the convent, add a line or a touch of color
to the picture and return. Who does not remember the story of
Palissy, the potter? In 1539, having seen in Italy some decorated
pottery, he determined to discover the secret of enamelling. For six-
teen years he tried experiment after experiment. He put his whole
life into his work, regardless of cost, of toil, of hardship, from each
new failure and disappointment rising to another endeavor, and re-
joicing even in failures because they narrowed down the circle within
which lay the secret of success. He reduced himself and his family
to poverty and the verge of starvation, and, with almost insane per-
sistency, broke up even his household furniture to feed the fires of
his glazing furnace when other fuel failed !

Christopher Columbus was an enthusiast or he would never have
discovered the New World beyond the Atlantic. There are few
sublimer scenes in all history than that on which the Southern Cross
shone, when, on the early morning of October 12, 1492, the great
Genoese navigator sleeplessly walked the deck of the Senta Maria
watching for land. His three ships had been 71 days at sea. He
had met every disappeintment and obstacle undismayed. He had
encountered storms so violent that his crews insisted he was tempting
Providence. The ery of “ Land !” had set the ships echoing with the
Gloria in Fxcelsis, only to have it change to the minor strain of
De Profundis, when the next day it was found that the supposed
point of land was only “ Cape Cloud.” The crews had been not only
turbulent and despondent, but mutinous, and had plotted to throw
overboard the pertinacious Admiral. But Columbus never swerved or
faltered. He dared everything and kept on his course. IHe peered
into the heavens to catch sight of birds of short flight, which by their
nature never wander far from land; and he watched the waters to
detect drift wood, branches of shrubs and floating seaweed, which
might indicate the proximity of shore. And now, at 2 o’clock, A. M.,
Rodrigo Triana, on the Pinia, first caught a glimpse of the New
World, and Columbus was awaked from his reverie by the boom of a
signal gun. The great discoverer’s enthusiasm was rewarded.

t James Watt was an enthusiast. As a boy, he sat for hours ex-
perimenting with the tea-kettle, holding a saucer over the spout,
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studying the expansive, expulsive and explosive force of steam, the
laws of vaporization and condensation; while his aunt, Mrs. Muirhead,
warned him that no lad would ever make much of a man who wasted his
time on a tea-kettle. That was sublime enthusiasm that led Agassiz
to turn away from the tempting offers of gain, answering, “I have no
time to make money,” and going on a lonely pilgrimage to the Pacifie
to gather new jfawna and flora for the museums of science. Sir
James Young Simpson conducted experiments in anssthesia, making
trial of chloroform upon himself, and nearly losing his life, a martyr
to science, before he perfected his discovery. And who has ever read
the story of Francis Xavier, without wishing that the example of his
sacred, even though misguided, enthusiasm might move us all to simi-
lar devotion! Follow him, in Bologna, preaching, visiting hospitals
and prisons; embarking, in April, 1541, for the Indies, and when
scurvy raged among the crew, himself cleaning the sores and cleansing
their soiled clothes. At Goa, ringing his bell in the streets to call to-
gether the people, eager to teach children and even slaves; going to
the coast of Cormorin and the island of Ceylon; visiting Japan, and
just about to enter China, when, at forty-six years of age, fever
burned up his very life in its terrible furnace. During ten years this
4 Apostle of the Indies ” had planted his faith in 52 different king-
doms, preached the gospel over 9,000 miles of territory, and baptized
.over 1,000,000 of persons. Where is our enthusiasm for the truth, for
Christ, for the souls of men, for the Kingdom of God ? If merchants
and manufacturers, discoverers and inventors, scientific men and
artists exhibit such passion for their calling, how shall we account for
the apathy, lethargy, listlessness, inactivity of God’s children ? What
an example he set us, of whom it is said that the “ zeal of God’s House
consumed him.”

Enthusiasm comes not unsought. It has its purchase price, like
«every other hid treasure or precious pearl of the Kingdom. Its basis
is sincerity, without which, as Carlyle says, there is no truly heroie
character. To be genuine inspirit, and honest in conviction, to believe
our geliefs, and act upon them, that is the actual basis of enthusiasm.
A deep experience of Christ’s power and love—that is what makes
disciples genuine, for it enables them to speak what they know. When
Morse sought to get from Congress an appropriation of $30,000 to
build the first telegraph line from Baltimore to Washington, a com-
mittee of five was appointed to consider and report. There was a
tie-vote. The chairman left the room with Mr. Morse, and by and by
came back and said: “ Now, gentlemen, I am prepared to give the
casting vote for the appropriation, for I have myself sent and received
a message over the wires.” 'Well may he have an enthusiasm for God
who has been in personal communication by prayer with the throne
of God, has sent and received messages from above.
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Such holy enthusiasm ‘comes not without that intimate touch of
God, that is the reward of absolute self-surrender. To find out God’s
plan in our generation, as Prince Albert said, and our place in it, and
then fall into that place,—to take our work as from God,—a little
gegment of His own eternal work which lies over against us and bears
our name,—to undertake for G'od all that begets a holy frenzy,—we
become co-laborers with the Father, co-sufferers with the Son, co-
witnesses with the Holy Spirit. Back of our feeble Christian En-
deavor lies the whole power of the Godhead. What wonder if such
enthusiasm makes foreign missionaries mighty to the pulling down of
strongholds !

ZEinterprise is the natural handmaid of enthusiasm. Alexander the
Great, referring to his indebtedness to the teaching of the great phil-
osopher, said: “ Philip of Macedon, my father, gave me life; but
Aristotle taught me how to make the most of life.”

This i8 a time for enterprise, for the combination of *dash » and
¢ push,” which the word suggests. This nineteenth century easily
leads all the centuries of human history. During the last fifty years
morejof Nature’ssecrets have been unlocked and her resources utilized
than during all the centuries preceding. Railways, ocean steamers,
telegraphs, telephones, electric lights and electric motors, spectro-
scopes and spectral analysis, steam presses and sewing machines, giant
explosives and anwmsthetics—what have not these fifty years brought
forth? Now is the time, ripe in the providence of God, for the great~
est of all enterprises,—a world’s evangelization, to be pressed and °
hastened forward with every appliance of modern civilization. And
this great uprising of young diseiples in the “Students’ Crusade,” and
the “ Young Men’s” and “ Young Women’s Christian Associations,”
and in the “Societies of Christian Endeavor,” may yet become the
signs of the dawning of the millennial morning.

I want to live long enough to see this world mapped out for God,
to see a definite organized movement for the occupation of the whole
world for Christ. When Christ fed the five thousand, he showed to
all of us the value of systematic, organized methods. The multjitude
were made to sit down in ranks, by fifties. Then distribution became
possible on systematic principles. In a miscellaneous crowd or mob,
some would selfishly press toward the front, and others would be
pushed toward the rear, overlooked, unsupplied. But when the whole
mob became reduced to the subjection of order, and classified like a
military encampmeunt, it became easy to supervise the disbursement of
supplies, so that none should be neglected.

At least a thousand millions of people are to day perishing forlack
of the bread of life. We are commanded to “give them to eat.”
‘We have an ample supply, and the most wonderful thing about that
supply is, that as we divide it, it multiplies; the more we distribute
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the more we have to distribute. Let the unevangelized world be di-
vided into companies, set off into definite districts, and the thirty mil-
lion of Protestant church members may easily reach every living
soul within the life-time of a generation. For it is obvious that a
thousand million divided by thirty million leaves but thirty-three to
each disciple, 7. e., if each Protestant church member shall take 33
human souls as his share,and undertake to reach one new soul every
year during the average life-time of a generation, the whole world
would be evangelized within that time. Or, to present again in an-
other form the entire feasibility of doing this work in our generation,
Ahasuerus may once more be referred to, who sent out his royal de-
cree over his 127 provinces, reaching two thousand miles east and
west, and twelve thousand miles north and south, within nine months,
and had no help from any of those modern appliances and inventions
which make possible for us a thousand-fold success. The unevan-
gelized world covers, perhaps, thirteen times as much territory as the
old Persian Empire. If he could reach all his subjects in nine
months, surely we can reach all mankind in thirteen years!

The fact is that were our Christian Endeavor simply inspired by
holy enthusiasm and directed by consecrated enterprise, more would
be accomplished within the next quarter century than during the past
thousand years toward the pervading of the world with the gospel.
In this matter the Church is doing nothing worthy of herself, her
Master, or the cause of missions. Satan himself puts us to blush by
the promptness and -eagerness with which he pours his agents into
every open door. His pre-occupation often prevents our occupation
of the field, or seriously and effectually delays all our missionary oper-
ations. “It is good to be zealously affected always in a good
thing.” Ob, for some potent influence from above to make God’s
people zealous to push the occupation of a world for Christ, and to
do it in our own generation!

NICARAGUA AS A MISSIONARY FIELD
BY REV. 8. D. FULTON, AZTEC, NEW MEXICO,

The actual commencement of work on the interoceanic ship canal
across Nicaragua and bordering on Costa Rica, calls attention to
that point as the most important ¢entre for mission work in the world.
The commerce of all nations will transit there; men of every lan-
guage will be among the sailors and passengers on the vessels. 'The
gospel message can be planted by word of mouth and printed page
in the hearts, heads and hands of representatives of every people,
tongue and color on the globe. Central America itself, and South
America and Mexico can be reached and evangelized from this mis-
sion centre. It is evident that the coast lines of vessels running down
the Pacific and Atlantic from Panama and Aspinwall will extend
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their routes to Nicaragua, or be supplanted by new lines starting from
there, thus affording the most comprehensive and far-reaching medium
of carrying gospel ideas in printed page, and by the simple story of
the Cross, told daily, wherever passengers to or from South Ameri-
can ports could be reached in their transit or stay at Nicaragua.

A method of work which might grow out of this would be tohave
an ocean colportage on these coast lines of vessels. The writer was
impressed by these thoughts from travel in South America, and from
seeing the numerous passengers arriving and departing at Panama
some years ago.

If consecrated Christian money could e brought to bear upon
this work, no greater highway for the message of the King will exist
in the world than the Nicaragua route and its connections will afford.

It is not too soon to plant our mission and begin our preparatory
work along these lines. A printing press ought to form part of the
mission plant from the first, from which leafiets and tracts, in Span-
ish, of simple, striking gospel thoughts, and translations of current
gospel literature, could be issued and used gratis, as in our similar
work in New Mexico and Colorado. Mission schools should be
planted at once, in which native Nicaraguans and Costa Ricans,
both Indian and Spanish, could be educated and begin to form an
evangelistic force such as we now have in the Presbytery of
Santa Fé.

A glance at the map of the world will show what a marvelously
cosmopolitan centre Nicaragua will become. Lines of vessels will
run to the West Indies and New Orleans; to New York, Boston and
Halifax; to Liverpool, London, Hamburg and North European ports;
to the Mediterranean and the nations, ancient and modern, that bor-
der on that great commercial ocean; to all the Atlantic ports of
South America, and to the West Coast of Africa; while on the
Pacific, side lines will run along the Mexican coast, to San Francisco,
Portland, British Columbia and Alaska; to all Pacific ports in South
America; to China, Japan and Korea; India, Persia, Arabia, Mada-
gascar and the Eastern Coast of Africa; to Australia and islands of
the South Pacific; with vessels passing through the canal from all
these countries, bringing the world to our very doors. And when
the canal is finished and people of every tongue can be reached, there
should be a large depository of Seripture literaturein every language,
so that, as on the day of Pentecost, every man may have the gospel
in the language wherein he was born.

In view of this, surely no such centre for Christian missions exists
at present on earth as Niearagua can be made—a citadel for Christ,
a very Gibraltar of missions.

The Scientific American, February 16, 1889, said on this subject
from a business standpoint:
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¢“The effect upon the world’s commerce, and upon that of the United States
in particular, of the opening of the Nicaragua Canal route, is a matter in which
-even the most careful calculations are almost certain to be far below the
reality. The canal itself will certainly have advantages over one at Panama,
in being in a healthy climate, and in the heart of the northeast trade winds,
where it offers especial convenience to all sailing craft, both in the Atlantic
and Pacific. . . In the 49 engineers and 150 men in the employ of the com-
pany during the last survey there was not a single case of serious sickness,
-although most; of the members were, from the nature of their occupation, almost
-daily exposed to constant wetting.”

As it is now quite certain that there is to be no Panama canal, the
importance of the Nicaraguan one is the greater.

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions ought to enter the
field at once; its work is the most successful in Mexico and New
Mexico, and it has the best trained force to start with; but when
lately approached on the subject, though appreciating the magnitude
~of the opportunity, it responded that lack of funds prevented its as-
suming any new work, only one man being added to the force in
‘Guatemala, and none to that in Mexico!

‘What an .opportunity Nicaragua presents to a Christian man or
woman of wealth to say to our Board of Foreign Missions: ¢Go
ahead; I will pay all expenses of the work in Nicaragua; devise lib-
-eral things for Christ’s kingdom there, and draw on me.” Or, better
yet, to settle a sum sufficient to prosecute the work for at least ten
years in the hands of the wise, responsible Board. No amount of
wealth left to heirs can afford a millionth part of the joy and eternal
reward that such a step will bring to the person taking it.

Let me quote a few words from Dr. Josiah Strong’s notable work,
“¢Our Country” (page 219):

““Says a New York daily paper: A gentleman died at his residence in one
of our up-town fashionable streets, leaving eleven millions of dollars. He was
a member of the Presbyterian Church, in excellent standing, a good husband and
father, and a thrifty citizen. On his death bed he suffered great agony of mind,
and gave continual expression to his remorse for what his conscience told him
had been an illspent life. ¢Oh? he exclaimed, ¢if I could only live my years
over again! Oh! if I could only be spared for a few years, I would give all
the wealth I have amassed in a lifetime. It is a life devoted to money-getting
that I regret. It is this which weighs me down and makes me despair of the
life hereafter.””

And Dr. Strong adds:

¢ Suppose so unfaithful a steward is permitted to enter the many mansions,
when, with clarified vision, he perceives the true meaning of life, and sees that
he has lost the one opportunity in an endless existence to set in motion influ-
-ences which, by leading sinners to repentance, would cause heaven to thrill
with new joy, it seems to me he would gladly give a hundred years of Paradise
for a single day on earth in possession of the money once entrusted to him—
time enough to turn that power into the channels of Christian work.”

Nicaragua affords one of the rarest, choicest opportunities in the
world to-day for the investment of large means in Christ’s work, A
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most reliable medium. exists in our Foreign Board. Trained men
and women can be placed in the field at once, who have learned their
calling in self-denying toil in similar work; and only the round world
itself bounds the wide-reaching influence which would emanate from

this great centre.

THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT.

The annual meeting of the Executive Committee and Agentsgpf the Student:
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions met at Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 21-23.
There were present, Miss Nettie Dunn, representing the Y. W. C. A.; Mr. J. R.
Mott, the College Y. M. C. A.; Mr. R. P, Wilder, the Theological Seminaries;;
Mr. R, E. Speer, the Traveling Secretary; Messrs. W, H, Hammon and W, J.
Clark, Corresponding and Recording Secretaries, and E. W. Rand, Editorial
Secretary. The entire meeting was one in which the unity of the Spirit was.
manifest, and each one present was conscious that the Spirit of God was in
the movement. The questions under discussion were all of importance.
They consisted in a full and open discussion of what should be the
financial policy of the movement, how the States can be better organized, what
makes a model band, the work in theological seminaries, the volunteer
pledge, how to put volunteers to work, missionary literature and periodicals,
and the relation of the student movement to the press. Full reports of all de-
partments of the Movement were presented. Respecting the progress of the
movement at present, the report of Mr. Speer showed that the cry is still ““ for-
ward.” He commenced speaking Sept. 6, at Minneapolis, Minnesota. Since:
that date, he has delivered 150 addresses, an average of two a day, address-
ing 48 colleges and seminaries, 4 theological seminaries, 3 Y. M. C. A. and.
Y. W. C. A. conventions, 23 churches, besides other miscellaneous organizations.
He has traveled about 9,000 miles, his route embracing 12 States. There
were 550 new volunteers, some of whom are ready to go at once, and the entire
number represents some of the finest Christian students to be found in our
Western Universities ; $4,000 was pledged by colleges and $1,000 by individuals,,
to support missionaries in the field, and Relp to swell the fund fora Y. M. C. A.
building in Tokio.

On January 11, Mr. Speer will again start out, and visit the principal col-
leges of New England, such as Harvard, Yale, Amherst, Williams, Brown, and
then the colleges of New York ; after which he will go South, stopping over
Sunday at Princeton, his alma mater. Only the principal colleges of the South
will be touched, after which he will goto Canada, and from thence to Michigan
and Pennsylvania, where the tour will end.

Some very interesting statistics were presented by the recording secretary at
this meeting. There are now 4,752 volunteers. Up to December 10, there
were 4,832, of whom 194 have been sent out as missionaries, to be found
principally in China, Japan, India and Africa, all scattered in 21 different fields.
and representing 25 different organizations ; 10 volunteers are under appoint-
ment to sail, 25 deceased, and only 18 withdrawn, so far as can be known at:
present. There are still remaining in this country 4,385 volunteers. In sex,
78 per cent. are males and 22 per cent. females; 35 per cent. are graduates from
college, and 81 per cent. are still in college. In special training 16 per cent. are:
graduates of theological seminaries, and 2} per cent. medical graduates, 10}
per cent. are in course in seminaries, and 1} per cent. in medical schools.
Last June about 8,500 circulars were sent out asking confidential questions of"
volunteers respecting their names, age, time of going to the foreign field,

D
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denomination, whether they were weaker or stronger in their determination
to go. Thus far 800 have responded. On the basis of this 800 the following
statistics have been prepared : Ready to go, 24 per cent.; in professional train-
ing, 12 per cent.; in college, 81 per cent.; academy, 5 per cent. ; out of school, 93}
per cent.; withdrawn, only 2} per cent. Denominational preferences: Pres-
byterian, 27} per cent.; Congregational, 18 per cent.; Methodist, 14 per cent.;
Baptist, 11} per cent.; in all 40 denominations represented 65 per cent. are
stronger in their determination, and 10 per cent. weaker.

In the rajsing of money, the movement has been very aggressive. Thus far
- there has been raised among _churches $11,500; colleges, $17,350; seminaries,
$8,500; miscellaneous, $3,011; R. E. Speers, $5,000,—making a total of $45,406.

v REPORTS FROM THREE STATES.

Ohio,—Mr, Haskell, the corresponding member for Ohio, has been able to:
give his whole time to the work, and hence shows a very cheering report. He
has held 40 meetings, visiting in all 23 institutions; 100 volunteered, 63 in meet-
ings, but 87 were the result of personal work; 12 colleges and seminaries give:

annually about $4,800.

Virginia reports 54 new volunteers, making 107 the whole number of vol-

unteers in the State; three can go this year.

his decision; $1,000 was raised.
Kansas reports 13 new volunteers.

of whom 19 are young ladies ready to go at once.

Only one volunteer has renounced.

There are 150 volunteers in this State,
Four colleges contribute to

the support of missionaries; three volunteers have sailed; one renounced de-
cision, and $4,260 raised in money. Reports of other States will be given from

time to time.

E. W. R.

I.—_.GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

[The initials to this article, which we copy
from The Christian, London, indicate that it
comes from a source which entitles it to the
most serious attention. Its statements will
cause painful surprise and indignation.—Eps.]

Africa.—The Royal Niger Com-
pany.—It is no longer a secret, close
or open, that this newly chartered
company has made treaties with the
several Negro Mohammedan Powers
in the S_oudan of Africa, east of the Ni-
ger, promising that they will not only
do nothing through their own em-
ployees to attempt the conversion of
the Mohammedans, but will do all that
lies in their power to obstruct others
who come under their influence. This
amounts to open war of so-called
Christian men with the Gospel.

Let us think it out. The company
gives a free hand for the conversion
of the Pagans., Itis very proper and
expedient that the rulers of a country
should do nothing directly or indi-
rectly to influence their subjects in
their religious views. Their king-
dom is of this world, and entire tol-

eration is the brightest jewel of’
empire. Such is the fixed policy of
the Government of British India; and
manifold blessings of every kind, ma-
terial and spiritual, have attended it
during the last half century. But the
rulers of the Niger Valley, to whom
the Imperial Parliment has dele-
gated their foreign powers, propose
to do something more., They promise
their treaty-allies to obstruct the
Christian missionary, to deny him
passages in their steamers, succor
from their stores, and to erase his.
name from the list of British sub-
jects, entitled by the custom of Great.
Britain to succor in case of need,
rescue in case of captivity, and retri--
bution by the nearest British authori-
ties in case of murder.

The true-hearted missionary asks.
not these things for himself. His.
friends raise no voice in the country,
calling for vengeance for the slaugh--
tered Hannington. That particular
crime has, however, been avenged by
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ahigher Power; the assassin-sovereign
has been deposed, and is now an exile
from his country. Whether the Royal
Niger Company likes it or not—whether
it will affect their dividends or their
commerce with the Soudan or not—it
is well that these gentlemen should
reflect on the policy which they are
inaugurating, and consider what the
House of Commons will say, when it
-comes to hear of it.

It is true that the East India Com-
Ppany previous to the year 1815 adopted
this same policy. They did so in
timidity, in ignorance, and in ma-
terial weakness. They had to face
mighty empires, and armies of sol-
«diers, supplied with cannon, trained by
Frenchmen; they had to fight for their
hold of India, and regarded matters
from the point of view of a mercantile
<company. India was too far off for
its affairs to be influenced by public
-opinion at home. Public opinion at
home had not been formed; it was the
day of small things; and the individ-
ual missionaries, who appeared and
were rejected, though saints of God,
like Carey and Judson, had not the
prestige of the associated strength of
the great middle classes of Great
Britain behind them. Moreover, it is
admitted that the East India Com-
pany did wrong; we palliate their
offence, we do not excuse it; we can-
not justify it.

Things have changed now. The
thoughts of men have become ‘“wider
with the process of thesuns.” A great
majority of the British people recog-
‘nize that the mighty powerand vigor
vouchsafed to them were not conceded
by the Most High for the purpose of
-exporting liquor (of which sin we
gladly acquit the Royal Niger Com-
pany), or making dividends of profit;
but to benefit, in every possible way,
the subject people, and to give them
the free opportunity of accepting
Christianity, should they see fit to do
80. . The Niger Valley is not far from
‘Great Britain, Public’ opinion will
have its sway there. The missionaries
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were there long before this company
came into existence, and will outlive
it. The Mohammedans of the Soudan,
whether Fulah or Negro, are pigmies
in strength, culture, power, and popu-
lation in comparison to the fifty mil-
lions of British India.

The gentlemen of the Niger Com-
pany talk with bated breath of the
fanatical Mohammedan, in his turban,
cloak, and trousers. The phenome-
non isnew to them, but Anglo-Indians
have lived all their lives in the midst
of noble, though fanatical, Mochamme-
dans. Some as fair in color as our-
selves, and many much more learned
and polished; some of gigantic stat-
ure, and hereditary warriors. Yet the
gospel has its free course amidst the
Baluchi and the Afghan, the Patan,
and the converted Mohammeédan Raj-
put, and the Empire of the Empress
of India flourishes, because it is
founded upon righteousness.

‘We doubt whether treaties with
such clauses should not be denounced
as derogatory to the dignity of Great
Britain, as if we were ashamed of the
religion which has brought us such
blessings. The thing is doubly offen-
sive when we are kindly told that we .
are allowed full leave to convert the
Pagan; but must not address the
Negro who has got himself up with
the veneer of Mohammedanism, for itis
no more, Their knowledge of Arabic
and the Koran is scant; all the bad,
salient features of Mohammédanism
are asserted,—intolerance, polygamy,
slavery, unnatural crime, contempt of
human life, and overweening pride—
while the better things to be found
in the Koran, and the learning and
refinement of the polished Moham-
medan of India, Persia, and Turkey,
are totally absent.

At any rate, the public notice has
been dispatched, and January 1, 1890,
fixed as the date of the new policy.

We must recollect that when a
British subject is killed or imprisoned,
something more than his life and lib-
erty are lost to his country, viz., the
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prestige of our nation. The represen-
tative of the British Government in
China remarked in 1878 that there was
a necessity to protect the missionary
from actualviolence, but nothing more.
The present foreign secretary two years
ago told a deputation of missionaries
that the Great Powers of Europe as-
serted the right to deport an alien,
without cause shown, from their terri-
tories, but they would shrink from the
charge of ordering his death, or im-
prisonment, without the form of a
regular trial. Mr. Jones, of the
L.M.S., was expelled by the French
Government from the Loyalty Islands;
and, for the sake of argument, we
may concede that the Mohammedan
potentates of the Soudan might deport
a British missionary; but, when they
hear that there is no risk, they will
certainly kill him. R. N. C.
East African Coast. — The
hanging of Bushiri practically com-
pletes the immediate work for which
Capt. Wissmann was sent to Zanzibar,
and clears the way for the resumption
of German schemes of conquest and
colonization. The pleasure which
this news creates at Berlin may have
been a little qualified by the evidence
that Dr. Karl Peters and his party
were massacred by the Somalis; but
as Dr. Peters, though the most promi-
nent of the founders of German colo-
nies in East Africa, had in his Tana
River expedition defied Bismarck and
irritated the British, his fate will be
less lamented at London, and will in-
crease the Chancellor’s prestige at Ber-
lin. Emin’s progress toward recovery
is a subject of universal congratula-
tion, while another promising piece of
news is that King Mwanga, who was
driven from Uganda, his brother be-
ing made ruler in his stead, has
marched back in triumph. Mwanga
was infamous a few years ago for his
horrible persecution of the Christian
converts among his subjects, and the
murder of Bishop Hannington crowned
his atrocities. Yet, before his de-
thronement, he had turned over a new
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leaf, had recalled his edict against
Christians, and had welcomed the
English missionaries with honors un-
precedented. It is said that his over-
throw last year was due to the discov-
ery by his guards of a plot he had
formed to destroy them. At all events,
his exile was followed by Arab su-
premagcy, the burning of the English
and the French missions, and the
flight of the missionaries. To the lat-
ter, Mwanga wrote recently, predict-
ing the triumph he has now accom-
plished, and promising them welcome
should it occur; so that his restoration
must be added to the stock of good
news which has come after so long a.
story of disasters in East and Central
Africa.

As to Bushiri, he certainly did not
make war on all white men, but upon
the Germans; and the native uprising
which he headed was largely provoked
by their overbearing ways. He wasa.
chief of great influence, and stories are
told of his personal protection of Brit-
ish missionaries and others, during the
revolt against the indiscriminate fury
of his followers. The outbreak swept
over the whole coast region, but Wiss-~
mann had weapons which mere force
of numbers could not resist, and also
the money with which to enlist and
arm native auxiliaries. Bushiri, who
would have been called a patriot had
he succeeded, suffered theignominious
fate which has been meted outto many
another unsuccessful leader, both in
civilized and savage lands.

Now, accordingly, the way seems
open for resuming the march of civil-
ization from the Zanzibar coast
toward the great lakes. It is evident
that this will be one of the main routes
for the African commerce of the fu-
ture. First, however, a clear under-
standing of British and German rights
in that region would seem to be neces-
gsary. Up to half a dozen years ago
England had matters pretty much her
own way there, and then, the energy

_of Peters and his associates threatened

to carry all before it for the Germans.
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Of late, the British have been greatly
strengthening themselves, aided by
the strained relations between the
Germans and the Sultan. The latter
thinks the Germans do not pay him
the revenue agreed upon, and that
they try to shift on him losses arising
from disturbances caused by their
want of tact, Lately he has given to
the British Company the administra-
tion of the ports of Lamu, Kismayu,
Brava, Magadisho, and so on, so that
its government now stretches along
%00 miles of coast line from Warsheikh
in the north to the Umba river in the
south. The Germans contended for
the possession of Lamu, the third port
of importance in East Africa, com-
manding the trade of the Tana river;
but it really belonged to the British,
who controlled most of the trade of
theport. Mr. Stanley, on reaching Zan-
zibar this time, found British interests
materially improved from their con-
dition at his previous visit, when or-
ganizing his Emin relief expedition.
But there is no reason to think that
Germany and England will come into
conflict in this region. Count Herbert
Bismarck recently declared that Ger-
many’s policy there would go hand in
hand with England’s. ‘“We will ne-
gotiate with the East Africa Com-
pany,” hesaid, ““in order to arrange for
further action.” The next ten years
will be remarkable for the develop-
ment of that coast and its communi-
cation with the lakes.—New York
Times.

—England and Portugal in Africa.
Every friend of Africa will rejoice
that England has taken up the dispute
with Portugal with a determined en-
ergy that has brought matters to a
crisis; and that Portugal. has escaped
further humiliation by a prompt sur-
render. Nothing was ever more im-
pudent than the pretensions of the
latter to the country in dispute, and
nothing more high-handed than the
course of her representative. It makes
one’s blood boil to read of the savage
atrocities perpetrated by the forces
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under Major Serpa Pinto, and sanc-
tioned by the Portuguese Govern-
ment, against the Makololo in the high-'
lands of the Shiré, a river running
from Lake Nyassa to the Zambesi
river. The object was to establish the
authority of Portugal overthe territory
by force of arms. This Major Pinto,

after entering those Highlands by de-
ceiving the British Consul, attacked
the unoffending Makololo, slaughter-

ing hundreds of them with his Gatt-

ling guns; when, believing themselves
abandoned by England, whose flag they
carried, the poor people felt compelled
to submit to Portuguese authority;

whereupon the bloody soldier avowed

his intention to extend the Portuguese

dominion as far northward as Nyassa,

and to include the Lake shores; and

warned all missionaries and others re-

giding on the river and on the shores

of the Nyassa, to submit to Portuguese

rule! The request was as modest as

it was just. How far he would have

carried his victorious career, if he had
not been sent to the right about by the

prompt action of England, cannot be

told.

These Makololo, who have suffered
from this cruel raid of the Portuguese,
are a very interesting people. We
were first introduced to them about
thirty years ago by the publication of
Livingstone’s narrative of his great
journey across Africa. It taught us

- to admire the Makololo for their sim-

plicity of character, their incorruptible
honesty, their loyal devotion to that
great explorer, their grief when he
left them for a season, their long and
confident waiting for his promised re-
turn to lead them back to their homes,
and their rejoicing when at last he ap-
peared to fulfill his promise. A large
majority of them, however, had form-
ed a liking for the beautiful country
on the right bank of the Shiré, where
they settled at the request of its peo-
ple, who needed their protection, and
laid the foundation for what is now a
really prosperous State in Nyassaland,
and one which has always refused to
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allow slavery or slave-trading within
-its bounds. It is this State which the
Portuguese attacked under a disputed
-claim.,

Other and still more important in-
-terests would have suffered by this
Portuguese raid upon the Makololos,
-and would probably have been destroy-
-ed by their permanent occupation of
the country. We allude to the won-
derfully successful missions of the Es-
tablished and Free Churches of Scot-
land. The former has for twelve
years been at work in these beautiful
Shiré Highlands, on the eastern shore
-.of Lake Nyassa, its head station being
Blantyre, a name derived from Liv-
ingstone’s birthplace. At onestation
it boards eighty children, and at anoth-
-er has a school of one hundred pupils.
It has expended $200,000 in its work ;
it has introduced the successful culti-
vation of coffee, tea, wheat, and other
products, and if allowed to prosecute
its work, will soon make the Shiré
Highlands a civilized and prosperous
-gection of Africa.

The Free Church mission has been
.at work on the west shore of the Lake
for 14 years. It has a Medical De-
partment, which treats about 10,000
patients annually. Its headquarters
are at Bandawé, where 1,300 children
are in its schools. It has a prosperous
station among the Zulus, who rule
the country west of the Shiré; .and
three other prosperous stations in dif-
ferent parts of the country. This mis-
sion has already expended $225,000 in
its work, and its annual expenses are
-about $20,000.

Brazil.—Rev. Dr. Chamberlain,
of the American Presbyterian Mission
in Brazil, lectured recently before the
American Geographical Society at
Chickering Hall on the condition and
prospects of Brazil, illustrating his re-
marks with stereopticon views. Hesaid
that it was God’s purpose that Portugal
-should hold Brazil, with its 4,000 miles
-of Atlantic coast, until the present
century, until the time came for the
-empire, and now, in furtherance of
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the same purpose, the empire has be-
come a republic. A century ago, be-
fore God’s time, there was an attempt
to establish a republic in Brazil, and
since that time the spirit of the repub-
lic has been nourished.

A Portuguese college was founded in
1554, and around it has grown up the
city of San Paulo, with 50,000 inhabit-
ants, and the largestlaw school on the
western hemisphere. Through this
school Brazil has disciplined the life
of her people, and some of the fruits.
of it havebeen seen in the last month’s
peaceful revolution. It was not the
sword that made the republic in Bra-
zil, but the pen. It was not the small
army that overthrew the empire.
There was anewspaper that advocated
the republic in Rio, openly, for three
or four years. There is wonderfnl
ability in Brazil to carry out the re-
publican idea, and there islittle danger
of faction fights. The future of Brazil
is in the hands of the school teacher,

China.—The New York Chamber
of Commerce has done itself credit by
adopting a paper urging the re-open-
ing of negotiations with China for the
friendly adjustment of all questions
between the two Governments. The
New York Observer says : ‘‘ This coun-
try would do itself credit, and- would
only do what is right to China, by
seeking to put our relations with that
country upon a basis of justice and
community of interest, But justice
is the more important consideration.
Lest it should be supposed that the
Chamber of Commerce is acting from
any extraordinary or sudden twinges
of conscience in China’s behalf, it is
only proper to say that it views the
necessity for action from a financial
standpoint. The subject was brought
to the attention of the Chamber by
C. P. Huntington, who in a letter to
its ex-President, A. A. Low, speaks of
the injury to our commerce, caused
by the action of Congress and the dip-
lomatic treatment of China. ‘It
seems,” writes Mr. Huntington, ¢ that
without uttering a word or lifting a
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finger, the Chinese are enabled to re-
taliate effectively against our com-
merce, so that we have not only af-
forded them a wanton affront, but
also injured ourselves in a twofold
way, by excluding a tractable and
cheap labor, which we very much
need to built up desolate places, and
by the loss of valuable trade, which
we might have kept to the exclusion
of our rivals.’” It is to be regretted
that the trade basis should be the only
one on which justice toward the Chi-
nese can be urged with any hope of
success ; but whichever way it comes,
we trust that justice may at last be
done. Hitherto we have been unjust
in our attitude towards China.”
—According to Imperial decree the
200 picked scholars of Hanlin College
are to revise the great ‘‘ Encyclopee-
dia” of China, which was compiled a
century ago, and which contains the
Chinese classics, the history of China
for 3,000 years, and embraces all
knowledge under heaven. New and
strange doctrines have been intro-
duced in late years, and the whole-
some truths of Confucius and Mencius
are in danger of being set aside by
Western ideas. Hence the revision.
This vast work, which requires four-
teen volumes to contain its index
alone, is expected to roll back thetide
of Western learning, and hold China
securely fo its old traditions. This
shows how Christianity is making it-
self felt in that ancient and conserva-
tive empire.—Exchange.
India.,—Government maintaining
idolatry,—A writer in the Bombay
Guardian speaks of the visitof Prince
Albert Victor in state to the idol tem-
ples of Parvati, near Poona. He was
accompanied by the Governor of Bom-
bay, the Duke of Connaught, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Bombay army,
and other high officials. Before en-
tering the temples, the Prince was
presented with an address, giving an
account of the idols contained therein,
and stating that ¢ the temples are at
present maintained by Government,
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with an endowment of Rs. 18,000 per-
annum, contributed by the State rev-
enues.” That idolatry is endowed by
the British Government in India, and.
that high functionaries consider it
proper for the heir presumptive to the-
throne to visit idol temples in state, is
no doubt news for which many read-
ers of the Bombay Guardian in Eng-
land will not be prepared.

—Sir William Hunter, k. C. 8. 1.,
who is so often quoted as the highest.
authority on civil and political mat-
ters in India, has recently added to
his testimony in reference to the work
of missions in the Indian Empire. In
an address before the British Baptist
Missionary Society he speaks as a lay-
man, whose work in India has been
altogether of a secular sort; but he
affirms that the missionary work is
one of the greatest and best move-
ments which at the present moment.
is going on in India. ‘It has been
rich in results in the past, and it is
fraught with incalculable blessings in
the future.” In enlarging upon this
statement Sir William dwells upon
the fact that the Christian work in
India has passed the stage when it
was wholly dependent upon foreign
missionaries. ¢ The Indian native.
Protestant Christians have now grown
up into an Indian native Protestant
church. They have their own pas-
tors, numbering 575, men ordained in.
one body or another of the ministry.
They have also a body of 2,856 quali-
fied lay preachers, natives born in the
country, educated in the country,
working in the country for the wel-
fare of their own countrymen. The
native Protestant church in India has
ceased to be an exotic, and if the Eng-
lish were driven out to-morrow they
would leave a Protestant native
church behind them. While the
Protestant Christians in India num-
bered about half a million, there were
nearly 200,000 pupils in Protestant
mission schools, This is an immensely
sfgniﬁca,nt fact; significant of mis-
sionary zeal in the present, but still
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more significant of Christian influ-
ence in the future.”—Miss'y Herald.
Korea.—Among the members of
a single Congregational church in
Tokio are a judge of the supreme
court of Japan, a professor in the Im-
perial university, three Government
secretaries, and members of at least
two noble families. Two influential
members of the legislature of Tokio,
one of them the editor of the Keizai
Zasshi, the ablest financial journal in
Japan, are also members of another
Congregational church.
Turkey.—The influence brought
to bear by foreign ambassadors at
Constantinople to induce the Turkish
government to visit upon Mousa Bey,
the Koordish chieftain, some punish-
ment for his crimes, has resulted in
the exile of this ruffian and his fam-
ily to Syria. The Porte has agreed to
increase the police force in Armenia
with a view to the checking of Koor-
dish outrages. Mousa Bey in Syria
will be about as near the site of his
atrocities as he is at Constantinople,
yet with the sentence of exile against
him representatives of foreign gov-
ernments will be able to see that he
does not return to his old home. This
certainly is a gain.—Miss'y Herald.
—Miscellaneous, —Java, has its
railroads. The system of railroads
in Netherlands, India, dates from
the year 1862, when a concession was
granted to the Netherlands India
Railway Co. to build a road from Sa-
marang to the independent States of
Djokjokarta and Sourakalta, with a
branch line to Cembarawa or Fort Wil-
liam I., which was completed in 1873,
2. In 1871-87 the Government built
a west line from Djokjokarta to Tjilat-
jap. 8. Another runs east from Djok-
jokarta to Pasarouan with several
branches. 4. There is a railroad also
from Batavia to Buitenzorg, It isin-
tended that this shall be extended to
form a junction with line No. 2, so as to

reach the only port on the south coast

It is to be completed in
5. A branch line has

of Java.
three years.
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been lately completed from Batavia to
Bekasgi. Other branch roads are be-
ing constructed. 6. InSumatra aline
has been built by a private company
to connect several tobacco plantations,
and a branch is being laid to Babougan.
And other lines of tramway are oper-
ated. 7. Turkey in Asia is also lay-
ing railroads. .The one from Ischmidt
to Angora, 375 miles, is to be laid
this year by an Anglo-German-French
syndicate, who have taken the job off
the hands of the Ottoman government.

Eighty kilometers of the road run-
ning into Constantinople have already
been constructed, and the road is in
operation. From Ischmidt for 150
kilometers the roadbed has been con-
structed but no rails have been laid,
and then from that point on is where
the American bridges will be put in.
The road continues to Sivas, which is
in the middle of the Angoran country,
600 kilometers from Ischmidt. Event-
ually the whole system will take in
some 38,000 or 38,500 kilometers, run-
ning to Bagdad and the Persian Gulf,
The total cost will be something like
$75,000,000. It will be completed
within 81-2 years. A branch line
will be run to the Holy Land, Jerusa-
lem, and Smyrna.—J. T. Gracey, D. D.

—The Anti-Slavery Congress of
Brussels has had its counterpart in
the Anti-Rum Congress at Khartoum.
‘While Christians are earnestly con-
sidering how they can crush out slav-
ery, Moslems are considering how
they can preserve slavery and crush
out intemperance. The means sug-
gested are curiously similar, if we
may trust the somewhat vague re-
ports that come from the Mahdi's
camp. Europe on the one hand is
to draw a cordon of her ships of war -
around Africa, and capture every
Arab dhow that can be found, release.
its prisoners, and scuttle the ship it~
self. The slave traders on their part:
are also to 