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EDITORIAL NOTE 

THIS text-book, like H The Uplift of China '! 
and "The Desire of India " is issued con­
jointly by a number of the Missionary 
Societies in Great Britain for the use of 
Mission Study Circles. The Editorial Com­
mittee have revised the manuscript, added 
to it in places, and adapted it for the 
use of these circles; and the maps, ap" 
pendices, references for further study, 
bibliography, etc., have also been prepared 
with the same end in view. In addition, 
"Suggestions to Leaders"· and "Outline 
Programmes of Study" have been prepared 
by the mission study departments of the 
various Missionary Societies. 

The object of the text-book is, therefore, 
to meet the needs of those who study the 
text-book chapter by chapter and meet 
periodically in study circles for discussion. 
The chapters are not intended to be ex­
haustive in treatment, but each of them 
presents material for thought concerning 
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certain definite questions suggested in the 
Outline Programmes. 

The Editorial Committee are grateful 
for the co-operation of all those who have 
helped in revision of the manuscript and 
in all other matters connected with the 
preparation of the book. Special thanks 
are due to the Rev. St Clair Tisdall, D.D., 
for the Appendix on " Mohammedan Sects," 
and for other advice and information. 
The Committee also desire to thank Messrs 
Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier, The British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and Messrs Funk 
& W agnaIl, for permission to reproduce the 
illustrations facing pp. 8, 185, 241. They 
are also grateful to the Church Missionary 
Society for the kind use of books used in 
connection with the editorial work, and to 
missionary societies and private friends for 
the loan of photographs. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

IF this book cannot claim to be the result 
of any great originality of research, or 
depth and extent of reading, it may at 
least -claim to be the fruit of ten years spent 
in the East in one of the great centres of 
Islam, and of some sincere hard thinking, 
which has been unsparingly given both to 
the object itself, as studied in experience, 
and to the reading with which that ex­
perience has been supplemented. 

It is one of the galling necessities of such 
a task as this, that the author seems to be 
forced into playing either the advocate,­
which he feels is partial; or the judge,­
which he feels is unfair. He hovers pain­
fully between each position, content with 
neither. It must suffice him if he can 
humbly claim that he has tried to burk no 
fact and to blink no truth; to weigh as 
scrupulously as he can words and judg­
ments; to give to all the facts that are 
known to him their full weight before 
embarking on that most perilous of all 
things-a generalisation. No writer of a 

vii 
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b?ok like this can pretend that he writes 
it without what friends call strong con­
victions,-enemies, strong prejudices. But 
he can at least see to it tliat all his views 
have a rationale; and that his fundamental 
position is not made void by facts which he 
refuses to face. 

In Chapter II. acknowledgment is due 
chiefly to Sir William Muir's and Pro­
fessor . Margoliouth's lives of Mohammed. 
It has seemed to the writer that the graft­
ing on to the former's view of Mohammed 
the considerations which are the original 
features of the latter's does, indeed, pre­
sent one with a four-square theory, which 
covers all the facts of an admittedly 
difficult phenomenon-. the phenomenon of 
Mohammed. The theory is somewhat 
complex just because the thing to be ex­
plained is very complex. It may seem 
strange to some that two views of the 
Prophet, which to them seem almost con­
tradictory, should be adopted as supple­
mentary. But it must be remembered 
that of all things in this puzzling world, 
the theocratic autocrat is bound to give 
rise to the most contradictory puzzles of all. 
Hebrew history itself affords no· parallel: 
-a David was supplemented by an order of 
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a thing as .a, mere exposition? l11e mere 
selection of the facts, or the way in which 
they are set forth, is in itself a criticism. 
Is not this so ? 

In Chapters V.-VII. the writer has to 
thank many friends and fellow-workers, who 
have given him valuable information in the 
course of a correspondence undertaken in 
special view of this book-especially the 
Rev. Canon G. Dale, of the Universities' 
Mission; Dr W. R. Miller, of the C.M.S. 
Mission to Hausaland; and Mr Reid, of the 
North Africa Mission, Tripoli. He is also 
greatly indebted to Mr H. F. Ridley, of the 
C.I.M., Kan-su, N.W. China, for two long 
and interesting letters in which he checks 
exaggerated estimates of Islam's numbers, 
strength, and potentiality in China. 

In writing Chapters V.-VII. very un­
stinting use was made of Dr S. Zwemer's 
most valuable research and labour. The 
case would require an apology rather than 
an acknowledgment, did not the author 
know well how his friend and fellow­
worker would view the making further use 
of his work, in the cause which he has done 
perhaps more than anyone in this genera­
tion to forward. 

Lastly, warm thanks are due to the 
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Committee of the United Conference on 
Missionary Education, for their unstinted 
labour in helping to mould this book into 
the form required for its peculiar purpose. 

There is one .word of explanation which 
the author would like to make, to avoid the 
chance of misunderstandings which would 
be especially regrettable. Throughout the 
book . a very special emphasis has been 
placed on the Person and work of the 
Spirit of Jesus. If the whole book, in its 
entire scope and significance, does not 

. explicate these words, the writer will ac­
count it to have failed. But this much 
may be said here. The expression is 
pregnant to the very highest degree. It 
means all that God in Christ is; all that 
the heart of Him who was and is Jesus 
contained and contains; His whole char­
acter, His whole view of the world and God 
and religion and man and man's healing­
His Spirit :-all this, clothing itself in the 
lives of those who confess His name, taking 
flesh in the life of His Church. . . . For 
the rest, let the book itself speak; it being 
well understood, that this insistence on 
the utter and fundamental necessity for a 
spiritual Christianity is not for one moment 
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intended to disparage or throw doubt on 
the necessity of order and form, and all that 
goes therewith. But the vital thing is that 
they be informed by the Spirit from within. 
If not, they abide indeed, but only like 
the dried husks and pods that litter the 
roads after the life that once informed them 
and quickened them from within has fled. 
How are the pages of history, how are the 
countries of Orient and Occident, thus 
littered and strewn with the husks of 
churches, systems, theologies, organisa­
tions, rituals, forms, creeds, orders, canons 
. . . which the Spirit of Jesus may once 
have caused to grow! true organisms 
once, now alas! to all appearance little 
more than outsides. 

But, ever and always "' abideth hope." 
It was said of that Spirit . . . "that He 
may abide with you lor ever." . .. 

"Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, 
:;on of man, and say to the wind, Thus 
saith the Lord God; Come from the four 
winds, 0 Spirit, and breathe on these slain, 
that they may live." 

CAIRO 

Whit'iUndaYJ 1909. 

W. H. T. G. 
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NOTE ON THE PRONUNCIATION OF 

ARABIC WORDS AND NAMES 

No attempt has been made to distinguish the 
various consonants which are peculiar to Arabic. 
Such an attempt would have involved the use of 
tiresome diacritic marks, which disfigure the page 
and are equally useless to the reader who knows, 
and who does not know, Arabic. The only consonant 
that calls for remark is kk (e.g. in Khdlid), which is 
pronounced like the Scottish ck in loch. Gk has 
also been written :-it is pronounced rather like a 
continental gr, grasse!Je. But in difficulties let it be g. 

Very different is it with the vowels, which can and 
should be pronounced approximately correctly. And 
if the simple indications given below are obsel'ved, 
the reader will find that he avoids the painful hash 
made by the non-Arabic scholar when he pronounces 
Arabic names without guidance, and he may have 
peace in the thought that his rendering is quite 
respectably near the mark, even when the consonants 
are pronounced as in English. 

(1) A circumflex has been used to denote a long 
voweJ.1 And that vowel practically always has 
the accent. Other vowels in the same word are 
(practically) short. 

(2) In words without circumflex it may be assumed 
that all the vowels are short. The accent is generally 
self-evident, but is occasionally noted (see next page). 

(3) The values given to the long vowels must be 
the continental, not the English ones. That is to 
say, d like the a in ah or spa, e.g. Khalid (Khahlid, 
not Khaylid): z like the second i in quinine, e.g. 
Khadijah (Khadeeja, not Khadeija); and u like the 
00 in soon, e.g. Mahmud (Mahmood, not Mahmyood). 

( 4) The short vowels are likewise very simple: a 

1 The circumflex has not been marked in evory case, e.g. IRlam 
has been written Islam throughout. [En.] 

xiii 
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CHAPTER I 

THE EXTENT OF ISLAM 

THERE is a city, a garden-city, an emerald Damascus. 

set in the glowing desert-plain, beyond the 
long ranges of Lebanon, beyond the snowy 
dome of Hermon, Damascus, one of the 
cities that are in themselves epitomes of 
world-history. That city has seen many 
a kingdom corne, increase, and pass 
away. Gods many and Lords many have 
been acknowledged there, both before and 
since the day when a King, leaning on a 
great officer of state, confessed 1 Rirnmon, 
god of Syria and of the plains, mightier 
than the Jehovah, whom he thought to be 
but the hill-god of a highland nation. But 
Rimmon of Syria passes away, and Asshur 
of Assyria, and N ebo of Babylon, and 
Ormuzd of Persia, and Zeus of Hellas, and 

1 2 Kings v. 18. 
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is worshipped through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And the Cross, the symbol of Suffering, 
has became the symbol of Triumph, for 
it crowns the entire building, just as the 
building itself dominates the whole city and 
country. And so an order is given to one 
of the masons to carve on the architrave of 
a beautiful gate in one of the transepts of 
that fane a glorious, triumphant verse, in 
which Old Testament and New Testament 
blend their voices to the glory of God in 
Christ: 

THY KINGDOM,O CHRIST, IS A KINGDOM 
OF ALL AGES; 

AND THY DOMINION ENDURETH 
THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS.l 

Yet to-day when the traveller stands in 
that city and contemplates that great fane, 
what does he see and hear? Within, long, 
even rows of worshippers are bowing to 
the earth. No image, nor any form or 
similitude whatsoever is to be seen:­
they are bowing before an Unseen .... A 
low, subdued roar, like a wave breaking 
on a beach, fills the· whole building,-they 
are proclaiming that God is One. 

But-they are joining another name to 
1 Of, Psalm cxlv. 13 (Septuagint). 
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4 The Reproach of Islam 

His in their confession, a· name that is not 
the Name of Jesus! And that book which 
the Reader is now reciting is not the Gospel, 
nay, it is proclaiming to the worshippers 
that Jesus, Son of Mary, is neither Lord 
nor Son of God, and that He never died 
upon the Cross. . . . And when the 
traveller passes out of the building and 
raises his eyes aloft, he sees no Cross crown­
ing ail, but a Crescent moon,-a Crescent 
that reminds him also of a Scimitar. 

This Church epitomises the character 
of the phenomenon that meets us in a most 
startling way almost allover the Eastern 
hemisphere. And the phenomenon is 
unique: nowhere has it the least parallel. 
For though there be many Sacred Books 
other than the Gospel, yet when you inter­
rogate them concerning Jesus Christ they 
return you no answer either good or bad; for 
they were written or collected long cen­
turies before He came. And though there 
be many shrines and temples, in which 
many gods and lords many are confessed, 
yet none. of them were ever Churches 
dedicated to the Name of Christ. The 
Brahman in Benares reading the Rig-veda, 



electronic file created by cafis.org

The Extent of Islam 5 

the Parsi with his Zend-avesta, the Budd­
hist, the Confucian pondering their Masters' 
wisdom,-know nothing of Jesus Christ; 
and their temples are their own. But in 
Constantinople, in Damascus, in Egypt­
Europe, Asia, Africa-the Moslem is bow­
ing down where once the Christian knelt. 
And this symbolises the fact that of 
religious founders the Founder of Islam 
alone is later in time than the Christ of 
God, and coming after Him is by many pre­
ferred before Him; and that his book alone 
claims to supersede, and alone denies, the 
Book in which the world is claimed for 
Christ. 

" Europe!" yes, even Europe harbours Europe. 

Islam. It is strange that the land from 
which the visionary Macedonian cried out 
to St Paul, the land which was the first­
fruits of Europe for Christ, is now mainly 
Mohammedan. In Constantinople (Byzan­
tjum) , the capital of the Eastern Roman 
Empire, the foundation of the first Chris­
tian Roman Emperor, the city of the 
greatest of the Eastern Patriarchates, now 
rules the successor of the Caliphs of Islam. 
His empire retains only the shadow of its 
former glory, and its dissolution is pften 
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Muezzin proclaim from the minarets hard 
by that Mohammed is the Prophet of God. 
And when he passes again to Bethlehem, he 
finds once more mosque, minaret, muezzin, 
and hears again the loud call that is intended 
to challenge the Saviour's claim to be the 
Incarnate Son. 

What of the Other-Side-J ordan, the 
lesser nations, that galled the flanks of the 
Chosen People? What of the great desert 
beyond with its scattered Bedouin tribes? 
What of the great world-centre, Euphrates, 
where Babylon rose and fell, Mesopotamia, 
and the Tigris on whose banks rose Nineveh, 
the hammer of the ancient world? I t is 
all the "House of Islam," as the Arabs 
call Mohammedan countries. It is all 
directly under Turkish rule. Once Irak 
(the lower Euphrates and Tigris valleys) 
was the very glory of the Saracenic empire, 
and the great cities of Islam - Basra, 
Kula, Baghdad-came nigh rivalling the 
forgotten glories of Nineveh and Babylon. 
But now, in the decrepitude that has over­
taken these parts, those cities have in their 
turn become a name for glory that has long 
faded. In these regions, too, there are 
broken fragments of ancient Eastern 
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those who bear His Name and glory in His 
Cross. Here also the old language of the 
Church, itself a heritage from the days of 
the Pharaohs, has perished; in town and 
village, bazaar and home, in Church as in 
Mosque, the language heard is that of the 
extraordinary race which boiled over from 
Arabia in the seventh century, and streamed 
seething into all the world around. 

And Arabia, the Cradle of Islam-that 
peninsula, the great extent of which we 
hardly realise (little smaller in actual area 
than India itself), Mohammed and his 
successors decreed should he wholly and 
totally given over to. the Religion of 
the Koran. All other reIigionswere utterly 
exterminated, and to this day the Christian 
travels there at the risk of his life, while 
to penetrate into the Holy Cities of Mecca 
or Medina is to forfeit it. Yet Arabia is 
not happy-it is rent by faction, divided 
against the suzerain power of Turkey, and 
weakened by the fever of fanaticism. 
Nevertheless, its four and a half millions 
of people, whether Bedouin or in settled 
communities, give whatever allegiance they 
are still capable of to the Prophet of Islam. 
Even the little Arab boy, in the utter hatred 
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of the faith of Christ, is taught to defi.Ie 
the Cross which he has drawn in the desert 
sand. 

And if, leaving Turkish territory, we Persia. . 

ascend in mind into the highlands that 
bound the Tigris and Euphrates valleys 
and the Persian gulf, the ancient land of the 
people that overthrew Babylon and were 
overthrown in turn by Greece, it is still the 
same. Persia-for as it was called then, so is 
its name now-is Moslem. The old religion 
of the Zend-avesta disappeared before the 
irresistible vigour of a younger faith, only 
finding a desp'airing refuge in Western India, 
whither the' Parsi fled from the religion of 
Mohammed that he might cling in peace 
to the religion of his forefathers. And in 
Persia Islam reigns supreme, even though 
its Islam is deemed a noxious heresy (Shia) 
by almost all the rest of the Moslem world, 
and though the traditional free-thinking 
of the Persians has tinged their religious 
faith with a pantheism that makes it less 
fierce and, intractable than that of the 
orthodox and traditional (Sunni) Moham­
medan. None the less, throughout Persia 
all agree in denying utterly the claims of 
Jesus Christ, to whom, indeed, Persia was 
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never won. The religion of the Crescent as 
yet holds the field among nine millions of 
Persians. 1 . 

Between Persia and India there are two 
great lands inhabited by wild, fierce peoples, 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan. These two, 
with their five millions of inhabitants, are 
practically solid Moslem countries. In 
Baluchistan there were some heathen tribes, 
which might have come under British pro­
tection, and have been won for Christ. But 
diplomacy ordered otherwise, and under 
Moslem rule those tribes will be added 
to the one hundred and seventy millions 
of Asiatic Mohammedans. In Afghanistan 
the hatred of aU who do not believe in 
Mohammed, and of Christians especially, 
is so fierce that it is practically impossible 
for anyone to preserve his life there whilst 
confessing Christ as Lord. 

In the great lands which we have left, 
with their forty-four millions of souls, we 
have fmmd independent peoples under 
Mohammedan rulers. A marvel is now to 
greet us as we cross the great passes of the 
towering highlands between Afghanistan 
and India. We descend into the Punjab, 

1 See Chapter IV. 
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as countless hosts of invaders-Aryan, 
Semitic, and Tartar-have descended, and 
we find ourselves in a mighty Empire over 
which waves the Union Jack, and which 
owns the King of Britain as its Emperor. 
Yet this Empire of India is the greatest 
Mohammedan country in the world. Of 
its two hundred and eighty-five million 
people, more than one-fifth are devoted 
believers in the claims of Mohammed, firm 
deniers of the claims of the Lord Christ. 
These sixty-two million Mohammedans are 
found almost all over India, though their 
distribution is very unequal. In Bengal 
alone there are twenty-five million; in the 
Punjab, fifty per cent. are Mohammedan. 
This enormous mass of sixty-two million 
Mohammedans utterly surpasses the total 
number of the Moslems found in the lands 
of Islam's birth, and its early conquests, 
and its later conquests under the Turks, all 
put together. The Mohammedan subjects 
of Great Britain are more in number than 
those of any other power. 

From whence came the conquering hosts Central Asia. 

of the Crescent that poured into India over 
Khyber and the other passes of the North-
West? . That is a story which shall be 
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told in a later chapter: it may be said 
here that they were mainly members of 
the great Turanian family of nations 
which so powerfully reinforced Islam in 
Asia, after the energy of the Arabs 
burnt itself out, just as the negro races 
have so powerfully reinforced it in the 
cQntinent of Africa. They caught the 
sceptre from the now nerveless hands of the 
Arabs; they streamed west and founded 
the Ottoman Empire; they streamed east 
and gave Islam in India the powerful start 
which it has used so well. Their home 
was in the steppes of Central Asia, to us a 
great, dim, bleak, unknown land. Into 
that dim region we must now ascend in our 
thought-journey, for there, too, Islam has 
sway. Christianity has been there, little 
though the fact is known. Where is it now? 
It could not hold its own before the irre­
sistible forces-religious, racial, social-con­
trolled by the Crescent. To-day Central 
Asia, except where it is Buddhist, as in 
Tibet, is Moslem. 

We cross the Hindu Kush and Pamirs, or, 
if travelling through Persia, the highlands 
of North-Eastern Persia: we come down to 
a famous country between the Oxus and 
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Jaxartes, the old and still best-known 
names for the rivers that flow from the 
Pamirs northwards into the Aral Sea. 
Here was Alexander the Great's furthest 
limit; here are famous cities-Bokhara, 
Samarkand. . . . It is Turkestan, the land 
of the Turks. Almost all its seven million 
inhabitants are Mohammedan. Come east­
ward, into a territory that looks on the map 
as if it were bitten out of Tibet. It is 
Chinese Turkestan, also the home of the 
Turk, but in loose political relations to China, 
Western Turkestan being part of the Russian 
Empire. Here, too, are great cities,-Kash-
gar, Yal'kand. . . . Here, too, in the very 
heart of Asia, Islam entirely predominates. 
But we go further north still, over the 
dreary steppes between Lake Balkash and 
the Aral Sea,-or cross mighty mountain 
chains and descend great valleys - the 
Irtish, the Obi, - we find ourselves in 
Russian Asia, in Southern Siberia: we Siberia. 

arrive at great cities-Omsk, Tomsk, even 
to Tobolsk. The Crescent has been with us all 
the way 1 To the very boundary of Northern 
Siberia, almost to the latitude of St Peters-
burg, where the winter day is so short that 
the Moslem can hardly find time to pray all 

B 
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his stated prayers, this extraordinary faith 
has penetrated. Fourteen million Russian 
Moslems, most of them Asiatics, more than 
one-tenth of the whole of that" Orthodox" 
Christian empire, cover those enormous 
tracts. For the most part, all over those 
millions of square miles, inhabited by a 
medley of races, Tl!rks and Mongols, speak­
ing a j angle of languages and dialects, all 
that is known of Jesus Christ is the Name 
of Him, and the travesty of Him contained 
in the Book of the Prophet of Arabia. 

China. It might be thought that we have reached 
the limit of Islam in Asia: but we have 
only reached its Northern and Western 
limits. What of the, East? Through 
Central Asia, through the two Turkestans, 
lie the caravan routes of immemorial 
antiquity from China to European Russia 
north of the Caspian, and to the Persian 
Gulf south of the Caspian. Those dreary 
routes have been trodden hard by swarms 
and hordes of Turks and Mongols in times 
past. These Mongol Turks alternately raided 
China or sought her protection. Against them 
was built the famous Great Wall of China, 
to stem their furious and bloodthirsty incur­
sions. Nevertheless Mongolian dynasties 
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have ruled in China; and it was to be 
expected that Islam also should flow east­
ward over the great trade-routes and play 
its part in China too. And so it has been. 
We talk of Confucian China; we think of 
that great people numbering one - fifth 
of the world's population as being one 
in race, one in faith. But are twenty 
millions of souls negligible? For that is 
the number of Mohammedans in China, 
most of them in Kansu in the North-West, 
but many in other parts of the north, and 
many in Yun-nan in far South-West, from 
which last it is easy to pass in thought to 
the one and a half millions of Moslems, also 
of the yellow race, subjects of another 
Christian power, the French, inhabiting 
the :french territories or Indo-China. And 
thus we have come round full circle to 
British Moslem India, between which and 
French Indo - China there only lies the 
Buddhist kingdom of Siam. Yet here, too, 
there are one million Mohammedans. 

If it is a surprise to most English readers East Indies, 

to find out that twenty million of Chinese Java, Sumatra, 
, Borneo,Celebes. 

indistinguishable from their fellow-country-
men in dress, language, and manners, 
confess Allah and Mohammed, and pray 
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according to the ritual ordained by the 
Prophet of Arabia in the name of God, it is 
perhaps still more of a surprise to know, 
lastly, that Islam is the dominant religion 
in the East Indies. We have seen that this 
amazing faith has claimed all the great 
races of Asia-the Aryan, the Semitic, the 
Turanian or Tartar. But one great race 
remains-the Malay; and it, too, Islam has 
claimed for its own. We have, moreover, 
seen Great Britain and France in their 
strange role of Moslem powers. Yet an­
other Christian European power has sway 
over more Moslems in the East than over 
Christians in the West-Holland. Thirty 
million Dutch Moslems of Malay race are 
found in the immense islands of Java, 
Sumatra, Borneo, and Celebes. Only ,some 
seven millions of heathen are left in those 
islands, and between Christian missionary, 
and Moslem preacher and trader, an unequal 
race is going on for the possession of those 
tribes. 

Africa. And what of the Moslems whom the eye 
of our imagination sees prostrating them­
selves towards Mecca from the opposite 
quarter, from the West, the South -West, 
the South, those sixty millions of African 
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Mohammedans who also follow the prophet 
of Arabia ? It is a far cry from the East 
Indies to the farthest west of Africa; from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic; from the frozen 
deserts of the steppes of Asia to the burning 
deserts of the Sahara of Africa. Yet both 
here and there has Islam easily penetrated, 
and easily holds a sway that seems well-nigh 
absolute. 

From the border of Egypt the whole of N. Africa. 

North Africa to the Atlantic is Mohammedan 
practically to a man. Yet we are treading 
on the dust of martyrs, confessors, pastors, 
doctors of great Christian Churches. In 
Egypt there are at least nearly a million 
Copts to remind us of the Patriarchate of 
Alexandria; but in Tripoli what tells us, 
as we traverse the fanatical Barbary States, 
with their one and a quarter million of 
Moslems under Turkish rule, that we are 
passing over the territory of the Churches 
of Cyrene? In Tripoli the Greek tongue 
of Synesius, in Tunis and Algeria the Latin 
of Cyprian, of Tertullian, of Augustine, 
have wholly disappeared: the language of 
these countries is the tongue of the prophet 
of Mecca. The country now known as 
Tunis was a veritable centre of the Christian 
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faith. Its soil was drenched with the blood 
of Christian martyrs. Its confessors pre­
ferred torture rather than betray the 
Christian Scriptures. Its territory was 
divided into dioceses numerous to an un­
paralleled degree. The great name of 
Augustine of Hippo, the man who did so 
much to shape the Christian thought of the 
West, shed a lustre over the whole of that 
North African Church. 'Vhere is the fruit 
of all that learning, all that self-sacrifice? 
Gone! leaving not a wrack behind. The 
churches are in ruins or mouldered into 
dust. The Cross has disappeared before the· 
Crescent, and men acknowledge a Book, 
which claims to supersede the Book over 
which Augustine pored, saved from sin 
and for God by its living words. 

On through Algeria, the ancient Numidia, 
to Morocco, the ancient Mauretania, to the 
southern Pillar of Hercules; past it, round 
the long curve of the north-western coast 
where Atlas ends, and the Atlantic surf, 
which alone stopped the furious onset of the 
Saracen, beats upon the shore. Algerian 
and Moor, Berber and Kabyle make practi­
cally a solid Mohammedan people. Arabic 
is the tongue of the great majority of the 
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victorious ness of what is to them the one 
true religion. In the centre of this region, 
and northwards to the coast lands, the sway 
of Islam is absolute. There these desert 
tribes, fierce and violent as the Arabs of 
Mohammed's Arabia, are learning to-day 
a yet fiercer enthusiasm for Islam. In that 
heady desert air which makes men violent 
they know not for what, passionately 
eager they know not to what end, they are 
becoming organised and their minds dis­
ciplined to one sole idea, the only idea and 
the only interest which their narrow lives 
admit, the religion of the Crescent. South 
of that Islam has been and is ever still 
creeping on; now by great conquests, now 
by the gradual, sure assimilation of the 
ignorant tribes to their merchant-settlers. 

West Africa. In everyone of the West Coast lands, 
from Sierra Leone to the Bight of Benin, 
a very considerable proportion of the popu­
lation is Mohammedan, and for the balance, 
the heathen remnant, the contest is going 
on, and at present on utterly unequal terms, 
between Islam coming in with its dead­
weight from the North, and Christianity 
coming all too feebly and fitfully from the 
South. In these great central and western 
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regions thirty millions of Moslems tell us 
of our great failure. 

Coming south now,in this thought-journey Congo State. 

in which there has been so much to dismay 
and sadden the believer in the Christ of God, 
we find, that, starting from the Gulf of 
Guinea, Islam has a firm hold in the French 
Congo State, where there are one million 
Mohammedans out of ten million inhabit-
ants. Even south of the Congo they are . 
found; and here it fills one with dismay 
to think how little the Congolese have had 
reason to prefer the system, the morals, 
or the principles which they might have 
inferred to be Christian from the practices 
of their "rulers." May God enable them 
to judge rather from what they see in their 
heroic missionaries ! 

Further east, in the Nile Basin, we Nile Basin, 

find I I h . h h h h Somaliland sam t reatemng, t roug t e seer Uganda. I 

imitativeness of the Sudanese, and his fatal 
contact with Moslem officials, whether 
Egyptian or Black. Here, as in Nigeria 
and as in British East Africa, the pax 
Britannica makes a ring-fence, within which 
Islam finds exceptionally favourable oppor-
tunities of spreading Eastward stilll And 
SomaliIand spreads itself out before us-

B* 
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solid Islam with nearly one million people, 
Moslem to a man. Alas, and again alas! 
once more the Christian Church has made 
its ultimate task one hundredfold more 
difficult. through being too late. But a little 
time ago the:::e Somali tribes were heathen. 
Now they are fanatical Mohammedans. 

In Uganda, on the other hand, the Cross 
has been in time-but only just in time. 
It was only by a hairsbreadth that aU 
Uganda has not been Islarnised. As it is, 
there are two hundred thousand Moslems 
out of a population of four million. 

And all down the east coast and in the 
centre of Africa it is the same tale-Islam 
coming in like a flood, from the North and 
from the East, where Zanzibar is a veritable 
centre for the influence of the Crescent. It 
would seem as if this extraordinary faith 
thrives through its evil deeds just as easily 
as through its good, for there can be no 
doubt that the start which Islam has got 
in the interior of the Dark Continent is due 
to the operations of the Arab slavers, for 
all their inhumanities and unspeakable 
atrocities. Memories in Africa are short: 
the slave trade is largely at an end now, 
thanks to Christian England; and the 
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slave trader, turned respectable, is, in his 
capacity of honest trader, making Islam the 
mode in Dark and Darkest Africa. In all 
these regions down to the Zambesi there are 
believed already to be upwards of a million 
Mohammedans. And it is a stern fight 
between Crescent and Cross for the bulk 
of the heathen tribes. 

Did we say, "Down to the Zambesi " ? South Africa 

Th M . . h d' th and the Islands. e ueZZln IS ear III e numerous 
Moslem colonies in Cape Colony, Natal, and 
the Boer ex-Republics, as if to empha-
sise the fact that Islam regards the African 
Continent as in a special sense its own. 
And, to complete the tale, nearly two 
hundred thousand Moslems are found in 
the islands on the east of Africa,-Mada-
gas car, Seychelles, Mauritius, Mayotte, and 
Comoro. In all Africa it is believed that 
there are nearly sixty million Mohammedans 
-nearly one-third of the total population, 
and beyond question their rate of increase 
is greater than that of any other faith. 

The centre to which all Moslems turn is a Problem. 

black . stone in an old Meccan temple. On 
the pilgrimage at Mecca, the African negro 
meets the Malaysian Moslem, almond -eyed 
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Russians of Mongolian or Turkish blood 
from Omsk and Samarkand meet Indians 
from the cities of Punjab and Bengal, 
cultured Syrians from Beyrout, Egyptians 
from Cairo, Turks from Asia Minor and 
StambouI. All this crowd of races, peoples, 
nationalities, and tongues own one faith: 
to the Christians' One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptism, One God and Father of all, they 
proudly and contemptuously confess one 
Allah, one prophet, one sacred book, one 
sacred city, Mecca-that city towards which 
we may imagine one hundred and seventy 
millions of Asiatic, and sixty millions of 
African, Moslems turning daily as they 
prostrate themselves in prayer, facing in­
wards in one huge circle, from north and 
east, from west and south. This then is 
the phenomenon with which we have to 
do : - nearly two hundred and thirty 
million souls, in the continents of Asia 
and Africa, in addition to the Moslems in 
Europe, spread out in the form of an enor­
mous Cross, the arms of which reach from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic, and its upright 
from Siberia to the Zambesi, and its centre 
and focus, physically as well as spiritually, 
Mecca in Arabia. 
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We have caught a glimpse of what this 
means-vast, almost inaccessible regions, 
whether of frozen steppes of Tartary, or of 
torrid deserts of the Sahara and Sudan; 
civilisations,great, unsympathetic, and semi­
barbarous peoples, almost unintelligible to 
us; closed lands, such as Arabia, Afghanistan, 
Tibet; enormous distances; multitudinous 
tongues and races, Arabic, Turkish, Persian, 
Urdu, Tartar, Malaysian, Chinese, Bantu, 
Hausa; yet tightly united by a belief 
in one God, and a common faith which 
carries, with it a religious enthusiasm 
in its adherents almost without parallel. 
A people bound together by this Faith 
and by a social system, which insinuates 
itself by the privileges it offers, the penalties 
it can impose, and the meagreness of 
the spiritual demands it makes ;-such 
is the Islam which faces the Church of 
Jesus Christ at the dawn of the twentieth 
century of its era, challenging both its past, 
its present, and its future. 

We are standing again before the Church­
Mosque of St John the Baptist at Damascus. 
How its significance has grown for us since 
we stood there first! 
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Then let it be significant to us in one final 
respect also. For there, not understood by 
the alien Occupant, and passed over by 
his obliterating hand, we still descry, on 
the architrave of that once beautiful gate, 
the prophetic letters of the words : 

THY KINGDOM, 0 CHRIST, IS A KINGDOM 
OF ALL AGES; 

AND THY DOMINION ENDURETH 
THROUGHOUT ALL GENERATIONS 

QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER I 

These questions are intended to enable students 
to make sure that they have grasped the import­

. ant facts in the chapter. They are not intended 
to replace the Outline Study Programmes issued 
for the use of Mission Study Circles. 

1. Give aU the facts you know about the Church­
Mosque of St John Baptist at Damascus? 

2. Fill in a blank map of the world showing what 
countries are (1) Moslem. 

(2) Partly Moslem. 
S. Fill in a blank map of the world showing what 

coun tries are (1) Christian. 
(2) Partly Christian. 

4. In what countries has Mohammedanism super­
seded Christianity (1) Wholly? 

(2) In part? 
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5. In what countries has Christianity displaced 
Mohammedanism (1) Wholly? 

(2) In part? 
6. Compare the answers to questions 4 and 5, 

giving numbers of Mohammedans and Christians 
respectively. 

7. Give the names of the ancient Christian 
Churches still remaining in Mohammedan lands and 
the geographical distribution of their adherents. 

8. To what extent has Mohammedanism pene­
trated into Africa. Give sketch map, with key 
showing the distribution and approximate numbers 
of Moslems. 

REFERENCES FOR FURTHER STUDY 

ZWEMER, S. M. Islam-A Challenge to Faith, 
chap. xi. p. 226 fr. 

The Mohammedan World of To-day, chap. xix.­
Cairo Conference Papers. 

Modern Atlas. 
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CHAPTER II 

WHENCE CAME IT? 

THE phenomenon of Islam, as it is seen in 
the world to-day, is then, most startling; 
it is one that inevitably sets us enquiring 
into its underlying causes. And naturaIIy 
the first question we ask is, Whence came it ? 
And the second, How came it? The answer 
to these inquiries form the subject of this 
and the folIo wing chapter. 

A Journey back. In the last chapter we took a journey on 
wards in time. the wings of thought, in space; in the present 

one we take another journey, on the same 
wings of thought, in time. Backwards in 
time we fly, leaving the centuries behind 
us,retracing the slow evolution of history:­
how fast and how amazingly the scene 
changes! Back, past the modern European 
period, with its formation of great nations; 
past the fifteenth century with its two 
crucialIy important events, the fall of 
Constantinople and the discovery of the 
New World; past the dim medireval cen-

32 
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turies, with their chivalry, romance, 
monasticism, their popes and emperors, 
their kings and counsellors :-past all this, 
and we alight at a certain century when the 
Roman Empire, which three hundred years Byzantine 

before had been divided into two halves, Empire. 

survives now only in the Eastern half, with 
its seat at Constantinople, the New Rome 
of the East, under the Byzantine emperors, 
the successors of Constantine the Great. 

For Italy and the whole West have 
been overwhelmed by successive floods of 
Teutonic tribes from the North, whose 
savagery is being slowly and hardly tamed 
by the Church from her metropolitan centre, 
Rome. Rome is no longer a world-capital, 
the city of emperors, but for that very 
reason she is the more conspicuous as the 
seat of the great Bishopric of Rome and the 
centre of the religious forces in the West. 
To the eye of a Grreco-Roman in Constanti­
nople, the West seems little better than a 
chaos. All the hope of the world as seen 
from Constantinople seems to lie in the 
eastern half of Christendom. The Byzantine 
empire holds sway over eastern Europe, 
Asia Minor, Egypt, Syria, and eastward 
as far as the great Persian Empire of the 
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Chosroes. The latter, having extended 
northwards, has swallowed up the weat 
Parthian Empire, the old enemy of 
Rome, while eastward her borders stretch 
towards India. The Persians are mainly 
Zoroastrians, believers in a god of good 
and a god of evil, Ormuzd and Ahri­
man, and in the sacred writings of the 
Zend-avesta. Yet there are scattered 
through these regions, and through 
Turkestan towards the dim spaces of Central 
Asia, many Christians, with churches and 
bishoprics, the work mainly of N estorian 
missionaries, who, with all their heresy 
regarding the doctrine of the Incarnation, 
are earnest " foreign missionaries " in these 
early days. For alas! the seamless robe of 
the Church has been rent; througholl:t the 
Christian world, Christians are bitterly 
divided among themselves. In Rome and 
in Constantinople there are already ominous 
signs of the division which actually took 
place in 1054 into the "Catholic" and 
H Orthodox," or Roman Catholic and 
Greek Churches of the present day; while 
in the East, the N estorian Christians, and 
in Egypt the Copts hate and are hated 
by the Established or Melchite Church of 
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has, we, the world of 600 A.D., may really 
ignore it altogether. 

And yet before the century is out, there 
shall have arisen in that peninsula, and 
issued from it, a power which rolling on 
like a flood shall annihilate that Persian 
Empire, and shall be laying siege to Con­
stantinople herself; and more than half of 
that Byzantine Roman Empire shall have 
been lost to her for ever. Thus unstable 
and incalculable are human affairs in this 
seventh century. 

And therefore we may and must seek to Mohammed, 
. t th t Ar b' . ul d c. A.D. 570-622. pass In 0 a a mn pemns a an see, 

with the eyes of its inhabitants, what is 
really going on there, and how the world 
beyond looks to the eyes of a certain Arabian 
named Mohammed, son of Abdallah, some-
time caravan-manager, now independent 
citizen of the town of Mecca, the chief city 
of the tribe of the Kuraish, in the Hejaz or 
western coast district of Araby. 

He was a posthumous child, born about 
A.D. 570, and his mother did not long 
survive her husband. The orphan was 
brought up under the care and the patron­
age of his uncle Abu -Talib. When a boy 
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neyed. Let us try to see what he saw, 
using the eyes of the man himself. 

Arabial}tself was a tangle of tribes and Condition of 

clans with hardly any cohesion. There Arabia. 

was a common language, of course with 
various dialects; there were some sacred 
spots like Mecca with its bethel· (Bait 
Allah) or Kaaba (cube), thelnames for the 
immemorial sanctuary into which the 
sacred Black Stone was built. There was 
a "Market" or "Fair" at Ukaz, and 
certain sacred months for attending fair 
or making pilgrimage, during which none 
might attack his fellow. These were the 
chief factors of unity, and slight enough 
they were, but enough to tell very power-
fully when the right moment came. 
Students of Hellenic history will be able 
to trace a curious parallel for themselves. 

In regard to social organisation, the (1) Social. 

nation was divided into tribes, the tribes 
into clans, the clans into families. The 
conception of the blood-feud tyrannised 
over the whole; if the member of one clan, 
or a man under its patronage, were slain, 
the clan of the slayer must yield a victim, 
or pay blood-money. Hence tedious wars, 
languidly pursued, terminating as in the case 
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of the" campaigns" witnessed by Moham­
med, in the balancing of credit and debit of 
deaths, and the paying up of the difference in 
blood-money. Did the young Mohammed 
contrast this futility with the strenuousness 
and the definiteness of the social organisa­
tions he saw abroad, comparing the im­
potence of the Arab nation, with the 
puissance of the Byzantine or the Persian 
Empire, as witnessed by him on his travels? 
Why should these things continue, for the 
Arabs, having a great language, literature, 
history, tradition, and immense pride of 
their own, had all the ingredients of a great 
patriotism ? 

(2) Political. So also the political contrast. Instead of 
a mighty king with his civil and military 
hosts organised under him, Mohammed saw 
a headless nation. Even the tribe-unit 
was headless, looking, for justice or for 
leadership, to a vaguely-defined number of 
local notables. 

(3) Educational. In education it was no better. The 
Arabs had no learning. Very few of them 
troubled to learn even reading or writing 
any more than Mohammed had done. The 
Arabic language was their only educa­
tion, That marvellous tongue lent itself 
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to contests in poetry, in rhymed prose, 
in extemporaneous rhetoric. Assuredly 
Mohammed was no stranger to these con­
tests; his tribe, the Kuraish, spoke the 
standard Arabic of Arabia, the A.ttic, so 
to speak, of the Arabian nation; and he 
must have had a good command of pure 
Arabic. It would, therefore, seem that 
the uneducatedness of Mohammed, of which 
such a great point is made by Moslem 
apologists, has been very much over­
rated. Yet he apparently despised the 
forms of Arabic literature then in vogue. 
Was that because he had caught a glimpse 
of some real learning and education in his 

. travels in Syria? 
The Semite is a religious race; it was (4) Religious. 

not possible for a Semite, even an Arab of 
the Kuraish, one of the least religious of 
all Semitic tribes, to reflect upon social 
and political phenomena without coming 
immediately upon religious considerations; 
and between the two he would infallibly 
see effect and cause. The little limits of 
Mohammed's world gave him plenty of food 
for thought on this matter also. By the 
side of Judaism and Christianity-or even 
heathen Zoroastrianism-the religion of the 
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'Muhammadur rasulu 'lldh!' Moham­
med is the Apostle of God . 

• 

" Why not ! " 
"Why not Mohammed the Prophet of 

Allah? " This thought once in mind was 
bound to come, and come again, and recur 
with cumulative force again and again . 

. The spirit of enquiry was in the air; at 
least four well-known contemporaries of his 
among the Kuraish had been or were still 
enquiring after truth, after the reality of that 
One and Supreme Allah whom the Kuraish 
honoured in name, but not in deed. The 
thoughts that crowded upon a mind like 
his were therefore as the piling of fuel, pile 
upon pile, the material of a mighty flame 
of fire which only awaited the spark in 
order to burst forth. 

Always a pensive man, he became, to­
wards his fortieth year, more and more 
contemplative and retiring. He was wont 
to go apart for days at a time into the 
wilderness, for solitary meditation. His 
favourite spot was a cave near the foot of 
Mount Rira, a lofty, stony hill a few miles 
north of Mecca. Close by was the grave of 
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one of those four enquirers who had spent 
a life-time in the same search. The soli-
tude worked upon him. The awful silence 
of the desert, which none who has not 
experienced it can appreciate, strained Mohammed's 

• to Experience" 
and strung every faculty of hIs soul to or Revelation 

breaking-point .... Until at last It came. c. 610 A.D . 

. . . A heavenly Shape appeared to stand, 
"high and lifted up," then drawing close 
to him - as it were "within two bows' 
length, or yet nearer": and.It spoke to 
him: he heard It: and this is what It 
said :--

"RECITE! 

"IN THE NAME OF THE LORD WHO 

CREATED. 

"CREATED MAN FROM BLOOD CONGEALED. 

" RECITE! " 

So, it had come I Allah was, then, the 
One and the Only God; He had sent His 
angel, Gabriel, to Mohammed; Mohammed 
was the Prophet and Apostle of God; and 
these strange, beautiful rhymed verses, 
what were they if not the beginning of the 
Arabic" Book" which should be to Moham­
medr and the Arabian nation what' the 



electronic file created by cafis.org

46 The Reproach of Islam 

Tourah had been to Moses and the nation 
of Israel. I 

"VERILY IT IS NO OTHER THAN A REVELA­

TION THAT HATH BEEN INSPIRED. 

ONE MIGHTY AND STRONG TAUGHT IT 

HIM,-

ONE ENDUED WITH WISDOM. HE STOOD 

IN THE HIGHEST PART OF THE HORIZON, 

THEN HE DREW NEAR AND APPROACHED, 

UNTIL HE WAS AT THE DISTANCE OF TWO 

BOWs
1 

LENGTH OR YET NEARER: 

AND HE REVEALED UNTO HIS SERVANT 

THAT WHICH HE REVEALED." 

The best proof of the reality of Moham­
med's belief in the reality of the revelation, 
and of the completeness of his sincerity, is 
that he fell at the first into a state of doubt 
concerning it. The first experience left 
him ardently longing for a second, yet the 
vision delayed and tarried. Khadijah, the 
faithful wife, was the witness and consoler 
of his mental agonies. 

And after long waiting, of a sudden the 
same strange physical experience gripped 

1 It is notable that « Koran" (Qur'an) is simply the 
verbal-noun of the first word lleard hy Mohammed from 
the lips of the Apparition,-<c Recite." 
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the objectivity of the revelation: they 
would come on at all times or any· time. 
. . . At first consciously sincere, uncon­
sciously the realisation of the extraordinary 
utility of these experiences no doubt grew 
upon him. From speaking of the broadest 
and most general religious truths, GOD, 
the Resurrection, the Judgment and After, 
he began to expand and give detail to his 
themes. Then, as his contact with the 
hard realities of life at Mecca produced 
ever altering circumstances, it seemed that 
a Sura (chapter) or Ayah (verse) came to 
meet every circumstance. Later on, after 
the death of Khadijah, the fitness of the 
revelation to the circumstances increased, 
and ever increased, until it seemed to de­
generate into sanctions for his personal 
needs, and notions, and policies,-and 
saddest of all, his revenges and his per­
sonal desires. A t no point is it possible 
to say for certain: 'Here he not only was 
self-deceived, but was deceiver.' Yet the 
style of the Koran shows the change for 
the worse. As its sincerity, in the deepest 
sense of the word, seems to diminish, its 
subject - matter gets more and· more 
mundane and prosaic; and with that the 
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-Islam as a 
secret society. 
Persecution. 
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he hesitate to make his message known 
and call others to H submission" (islam) 
to it. His very first convert was his own 
wife. Her influence over him, and his 
over her, were equally great and com­
plete, and her death (c. 620 A.D.) was an 
irreparable loss to Mohammed. The next 
convert was a remarkable man, his friend 
Abu Bakr,-a man who may be said 
literally to have saved Islam twice over; 
for, but for him it would not have greatly 
spread in Mecca during these early days; 
and but for him, as first Kalillfah (Caliph) 
after Mohammed's death, it would never 
have left the Arabian peninsula, if indeed 
it had escaped destruction there. 

It seems that at first the new religion 
was kept a secret among the initiated. 
Their numbers gradually grew, largely by 
the personal efforts of Abu Bakr. H Not 
many wise, not many learned" were called 
in those early days: slaves, many of them 
were. When at last the secret got out, 
and it became known that a sect had 
arisen that contemned and wished to destroy 
the national gods and idols, a persecution 
arose in which some of these poor people 
bore themselves heroically, in one or two 
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cases even unto death. Mohammed him­
self could not be touched-he was under 
his uncle's patronage, and to injure him 
would have been to start a blood-feud with 
the powerful Hashlmite clan, and this the 
Kuraish were not prepared to do. His 
own immunity, however, did not save him 
from obloquy and insult. But the sight of 
the distresses of his followers so worked on 
him that he gave them leave to deny their 
faith with mental reservation, if torture 
or death were threatened. There was 
nothing meek about Mohammed himself 
under persecution. His cheeks blazed as 
he denounced Hell - fire to them, and 
bitter as gall are the curses recorded in 
the Koran itself. He is said to have been 
of "mjddle height, with hair that was 
neither straight nor curly: with large 
head, large eyes, heavy eyelashes, a reddish 
tint in his eyes, thick-bearded, broad­
shouldered, with thick hands and feet." 
He had a prominent vein on his ff')rehead 
which swelled up black when he was angry 
-and this added to the effect produced by 
his denunciations. 

The years passed on-persecution was real 
and vexatious. It is noticeable that some 
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of the very best converts to Islam were 
made in this period, among them Omar, a 
brave and noble man, of whom we shall 
hear again as Abu Bakr's successor in the 
Caliphate. The fact of these converts in 
the midst of persecution must be taken 
as positive proof of their sense of the reality 
of Mohammed's revelation at this time, 
and its felt superiority to anything the 
old order had to offer. 

, Intercourse with Of the followers of the former mono-
. th":isti:!s. theistic religions, the Jews were the ones of 

whom Mohammed saw most. There were 
many of them in Mecca, and he did every­
thing he could to win their favour. The 
Moslems turned to Jerusalem for prayer; 
the successively appearing Suras (chapters) 
of the Koran dilated on the stories of Bible . 
heroes with ever-increasing unction and 
detail. It can hardly be questioned that 
Mohammed's knowledge of these things 
'came from what he heard from the Old 
Testament and the Talmud. The con­
fusedness and grossly blundering character 
of his versions must be ascribed to the 
fables and absurdities of the Talmud, 
and to the natural confusion made by a 
man who takes no notes of what he hears. 
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HiE:! knowledge of the New Testament 
was even more lirnited,-in all proba­
bility he had never heard a word of it. 
The pages of the Koran itself bear silent 
testimony to the shameful fact that the 
only way by which the "Christianity" of 
that time and place reached the Arabian 
prophet was through the false "gospels" 
and the other literature of some heretical 
sects, which denied the Trinity of GOD, 

the divine Sonship, and redeeming death 
of Christ, or through the religious romances 
of the Church, which themselves ignored 
both, and in effect substituted for the Holy 
Spirit of GOD the Maiden-Mother of Christ. 

The persecution of the Moslems finally Attempt at 

b . h II h Compromise, ecame so vexatIous t at a w 0 were circa 615 A.D. 

not under the patronage of the powerful 
families were given leave to fly to Abyssinia, 
which they did. At this time even the 
starkness of Mohammed's puritanism was 
relaxed, and in a weak moment - he at-
tempted a compromise between the new 
faith and the old. 

The scene is thus described: 1 "On a 
certain day, the chief men of Mecca, as­
sembled in a group beside the Kaaba, dis-

1 See" Muir's Life;' vol. ii. 
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with one accord on the ground and 
worshipped .... And all the people were 
pleased at what Mohammed had spoken, 
and they began to say: 'N ow we know 
that it is the Lord alone that giveth life 
and taketh it away, that createth and sup­
porteth. These our goddesses make inter­
cession with Him for us; and as thou hast 
conceded unto us a portion, we are con­
tent to follow thee.' But their words dis­
quieted Mohammed, and he retired to his 
house." The scandalised indignation of his 
followers warned him that he was on the 
wrong track, and hastily attributing the 
verse about the " exalted Maidens " to the 
suggestion of Satan, he returned to his 
former uncompromising attitude.; and the 
Abyssinian refugees who had returned, 
probably on hearing that a reconciliation 
had taken place, went back to Abyssinia, 
where they remained till after Mohammed 
himself had fled to Yathreb, afterwards 
called Medina al Nabi. The traditional 
story makes Mohammed alter his Sllra, by 
a further revelation, on the evening of the 
day on which it was uttered. 

The remaining Moslems, since they could Mohammed 
• prepares to 

not be touched, were boycotted, In the leave Mecca. 
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Mina. His apprehensions were at once 
dispelled; for there he found a band of 
twelve faithful disciples ready to acknow­
ledge him as their prophet .... They plighted 
their faith to Mohammed thus :-' We 
will not worship any but the one God; 
we will not steal, neither will we commit 
adultery, or kill our children; we will not 
slander in any wise; and we will not dis­
obey the Prophet in anything that is right.' 
This was afterwards called the Pledge of 
Women, because, as not embracing any 
stipulation to defend the Prophet, it was 
the only oath ever required from females. 
When all had taken this engagement, 
Mohammed replied :-' If ye fulfil the 
pledge, Paradise shall be your reward. He 
that shall fail in any part thereof, to God 
belongeth his concern, either to punish 
or forgive.' This memorable proceeding 
is known in the annals of Islam as the first 
pledge of Acaba, for that was the name 
of the little eminence or defile whither they 
retired from observation." 

These twelve men then returned to 
Yathreb, and preached with such extra­
ordinary success that at the pilgrimage of 
the following year they were able to invite 

c* 
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Mohammed to reside in their midst as 
prophet, and, as was thereby involved ab­
solutely, as theocratic chief. 

Second Pledge A secret meeting was arranged at the 
of Acaba, t . th di •• 0 1 March 622 A. D. same Spo as III e prece ng year. ne 

or two hours before midnight, Mohammed 
repaired to the rendezvous, the first of the 
party. He was attended only by his uncle 
Abbas. To secure the greater secrecy, 
the assembly was, they say, kept private 
even from the Moslems of Mecca. . . . 
Mohammed had not long to wait. Soon 
the Medina (Yathreb) converts, singly, 
and by twos and threes, were descried 
through the moonlight moving stealthily 
along the stony valley and among the 
barren rocks towards the spot. They 
amounted to seventy-three men and two 
women. All the early converts who had 
before met the prophet on the two preceding 
pilgrimages were there. When they were 
seated, Abbas, in a low voice, broke the 
silence by a speech to the following effect : 
• Ye company of the Khazraj! This my 
kinsman dwelleth amongst us in honour 
and safety. His clan will defend him,­
both those that are converts, and those 

1 Muir, vol. ii. 
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who still adhere to their ancestral faith. 
But he preferreth to seek protection from 
you. Wherefore consider well the matter; 
and count the cost. If ye be resolved, and 
able to defend him,-well. But if ye 
doubt your ability, at once abandon the 
design.' 

" Then spoke Abu BariL, an aged chief :­
(, We have listened to thy words. Our 
resolution is unshaken. Our lives are at his 
service. It is now for him to speak.' 

"Mohammed began, as was his wont, by 
reciting appropriate passages from the 
Koran; then he invited all present to the 
service of God, dwelt upon the claims and 
blessings of Islam, and eoncluded by saying 
that he would be content if the strangers 
pledged themselves to defend him as they 
did their own wives and children. He had 
no sooner ended than from every quarter 
there arose a confused and tumultuous 
noise; it was the eager voices of the 
seventy testifying their readiness to take 
the pledge, and protesting that they would 
receive the prophet even if it cost the loss 
of property and the slaughter of their chiefs. 
Then Abbas, who stood by holding his 
nephew's hand, called aloud: (, Hush! 
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There are spies about. Let your men of 
years stand forth, and let them speak on 
your behalf. Of a verity, we are fearful 
for your safety if our people should dis­
cover us. Then when ye have plighted 
your faith depart to your encampments.' 
So their chief men stood forth. Then 
said Abu Bara :-' Stretch out thy hand, 0 
Mohammed!' And he stretched it out; 
and Bara clapped his hand thereon, as the 
manner was in taking an oath of fealty. 
Then the seventy came forward one by one 
and did the same. And Mohammed named 
twelve of the chief men and said :-' Moses 
chose from amongst his people twelve 
leaders. Ye shall be the sureties for the 
rest, even as were the Apostles of Jesus ; 
and I am the surety for my people.' And 
all answered: 'Be it so.' . . . Mohammed 
gave the command, and all hurried back 
to their halting places. Thus passed the 
memorable night of the Second Pledge of 
Acaba." 

Nothing now bound Mohammed to 
Mecca; especially as Khadijah, his wife, 
was dead. After some exciting adven­
tures he escaped with a number of the 
Meccan followers, to be called for all time 
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" The Companions," and arrived at Y athreb 
ip June 622 A.D. Yathreb was henceforth 
to be known as EI Medina, "The (Prophet's) 
City," and from 622 was to date the 
Moslem Calendar, so that epoch-making 
year is known as " Anno H l,grce" 1, the 
First or the "Flight" (H igra). 

It is often said that from that time Opportunity 

M h d b . t t t' t d offered by the o amme ecame a po en a e mves e Higra-Tern-
with worldly power, and that the theo- poral Power. 

cratic character of Islam was from this 
time determined. The Medina period gave 
Islam its opportunity to become a temporal 
power, but in principle it never was any-
thing else. Let us be very clear on this 
all-important point. 

It is perfectly clear that in Arabia in the 
seventh century religion was, and inevitably 
was, simply the obverse side of the social 
and political organisation or the Arabs. 
Among them, as in all undeveloped com­
munities, the social arrangement was in­
dissolubly bound up with' politics and 
religion. These three were a trinity that 
was assuredly an indivisible unity. A 
study of the Old Testament shows us 
that no other theory ever occurred to 
the minds or nearly all or the prophets 
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and other sacred writers. To Isaiah, for 
example, the social, political, and religious 
position of Zion were three aspects of the 
same thing-Jehovah's election of the 
IsraeIitish nation to be His people. It 
was only the shock of the Babylonian 
captivity that compelled the beginning of 
the reconsideration of this theory, which 
nevertheless reigned even through the cen­
turies of Judah's weakness and prostra­
tion. It was JESUS CHRIST who came to 
proclaim that the hour of separation be­
tween religion and world-power had come, 
and to rouse against Himself the -deadly 
hatred of men who would not let go of 
worldly hopes, nor tolerate their separation 
from religion, nor assent for one moment 
to that Magna Charta of the first purely 
spiritual faith the world had ever seen. 

(( My KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD: IF MY 

KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD, THEN WOULD MY 

SERVANTS FIGHT .••. BUT NOW IS MY KINGDOM NOT 

FROM HENCE." 

"YE HAVE HEARD THAT IT HATH BEEN SAID, AN 

EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH: BUT I 
SAY UNTO YOU, THAT YE RESIST NOT EVIL: BUT WHO­

SOEVER SHALL SMITE THEE ON THY RIGHT CHEEK, TURN 

TO HIM THE OTHER ALSO." 1 

1 St John xviii. 36; St Matt. v. 38,3B. 
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The first Magna Charta-and the Last. 
For the Islam of Mohammed, coming after 
Christ, reverted to the lower types before 
Him. The Prophet of Islam was in fact 
precisely the type of Messiah after which 
the Jews of Christ's day hankered, and 
which Jesus Chri8t Himself definitely re­
jected, from the Mount of Temptation and 
the Mount of Calvary. 

The Kuraish saw clearly enough that 
Mohammed must join politics to religion, 
civil force to religious authority. The 
man who determined the fate of the 
Kaaba must ipso facto be the chief of the 
nation and remodel its entire structure; 
he must ipso facto involve them with 
the other Arab tribes for whom the 
Kuraish, as it were, held the Kaaba 
in trust; and the Abyssinian incident 
had taught them that he must ipso facto 
involve them with foreign enemies also; 
for Abyssinia had quite recently proved 
a deadly danger to Arabia in general 
and to the Kuraish in particular. Hence 
their vehement opposition to Mohammed, 
a political resistance at bottom, as many a 
religious persecution has been before and 
SInce. 
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And what they knew, he knew. When 
he passed from Mecca to Medina, the oppor­
tunity had come; the day of physical 
weakness had passed, the day of power 
was at hand, power to be a Moses, to lead 
a new nation, to set up here in Arabia a 
kingdom where Allah should reign through 
his prophet. To deny Mohammed was 
ever to Mohammed an even more unfor­
givable offence than to deny Allah; witness 
his subsequent treatment of the Jews, as 
rigid deists as himself. 

But opportunity, while it merely brings 
out what is already in a theory, may result 
in the deterioration of a character. And 
so we find at Medina after Khadijah's death 
the tares beginning to show up quite as 
prominently as the wheat in that mixed 
character of Mohammed, and that mixed 
religion of Islam. It is not possible to do 
more than indicate the history of the ten 
years that elapsed between A.H. 1 and 
the death of the Arabian prophet. 

First of all, the Jews were thrown over. 
From Medina a number of them treated 
with Mohammed's enemies in Mecca, and 
sent deputations to one centre and another 
in Arabia, denouncing Mohammed as the 
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impostor who wished to subjugate the 
peninsula. By their treaty made with 
the Meccans, each party was bound to 
oppose Mohammed as long as life lasted. 

The allies besieged Medina, but without 
a good commander, the Gentile force soon 
dispersed, and after various negotiations a 
number of Jews suffered within the city. 
The men were killed, their goods seized, 
and the women and children enslaved. 
A great trench was dug, into which the 
bodies of the Jews were cast after decapita­
tion. Had they accepted Islam these Jews 
might have preserved themselves and their 
possessIOns. 

Before this there had been private as­
sassinations of certain Jews-these things 
are familiar enough in history-it is only 
when they are done in the name of a 
religion thought to be God's last word to 
man, and by one whose figure is taken as 
the eternal human ideal, that we exclaim 
" The pity of it." 

The breach with the Jews involved the 
final decision to make Mecca the centre of 
the new faith. It had at one time seemed 
that Jerusalem might be the centre; now 
everything connected with the Jewish 
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Faith was abandoned, new fasts and feasts 
and rites of a more material complexion 
were substituted for the old, of course all 
by divine commands, "abrogating" the 
former ones. 

In the life of the autocrat of history also, 
matrimonial and other alliances and amours, 
play an inevitable and important part. 
Here again that part is said to be, and is of 
course to some extent, a matter of politics. 
The easiest way of binding this and that 
great family or nation to the autocrat and 
his house is by marrying into them. And 
in polygamous Arabia the method was so 
obvious that it caused no question. The 
size of a man's harem moreover is a de­
monstration of his importance. Even the 
practice of servile and captive concubinage 
may be palliated by the consideration that 
it settled the fortunes of many homeless 
women; and, in the case of the conqueror, 
his fame as such could not be marked unless 
he took the noblest and the most beautiful 
for himself. And if these processes involved 
this particular Potentate's marrying more 
wives than his own divine law allowed, or 
taking unto himself women who were 
barred to him by the unwritten law of the 
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relentless where severity was profitable, but 
loving neither war nor slaughter for their 
own sake; mild towards the vanquished, 
unless they had irritated him at some weak 
point. How much was admirable in his 
dealings with men! how courteous he was 
to enquirers, how kind to children, how 
wise with his hot-headed followers lAnd, 
informing and warming everything, there 
was that burning zeal for God; which, 
begotten in those times of retirement at 
the first, never wavered, even though its 
quality may have deteriorated. Here are 
all the elements of a great man; nay, a 
man of a unique type of greatness. Had 
it not been so, he would not have com­
manded the enthusiastic devotion of that 
first generation of followers, well-nigh the 
worship of the next, and the pride of all 
succeeding ones. Had it not been so, 
the hosts of Islam would not have gone 
forth, loyal to the commands of their 
great Leader, to smite and to convert the 
world .... 

Such, or some such judgment on the 
character of Mohammed is what is given 
by the secular historian, nay, by the 
student of human nature. H Be it so!" 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































