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Dpmn. 

GO'd morves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to' perfO'rm : 

He plantsl His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides UlpO'n the stO'rm. 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of nerver failing skill, 

He treaSIUres up His bright designs 
Ailid works His sbrvereign will. 

Ye fearful s.ainrts, fresh CO'Ulrage take: 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shalf break 
In bles1s,ings on yO'ur head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for HiS' grace: 

Behind a ff'OIWnling providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain; 

God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. 
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€dUorlal. 
{( They cried old for fear. But stmightway Jesus spake unt,o 

them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid. JJ 

-ST. MATTHEW xiv. 26, 27. 
{( Men's hea,rts falling them for fear, and for looking after 

those things w'hich are' coming on the ea,rth. "-ST. LUKE xxi. 26 

{( Wherefore, I:eloved, seeing that ye look f01' such things, be 
diligent tha,t ye may be found of Him in peace,witholtt spot, and 
blameless."-2 ST. PETER iii. 14. 

As we enter this new year, man~ Olf us COlme in contact with 
those who are fearful and troubled fOlr the future of our country, 
the future of the Clmr'ch, the future Olf the next, generation. We 
are told not to be fearful, but rather to let the peace of God garri­
sOin our heartsl; and to be of good cheer, in the certain. trust that 
the LOlrd Jesus is with us, and that all power is given to Him in 
Heaven and on earth. We need fear no evil. Our faith needs 
to grow exceedingly, not to falter. May He be glorified through 
HiS! children's fearleSSiness. 

There are many in Egypt who are grieving to-day at the loss 
of Dr. and Mrs,. Zwemer. They had become part Olf· the large 
family of miss,ionaries ill' Egypt, and while being associated with the 
American United Preshyterian Mission, they seemed to belong to 
everyone from both sides of the sea, and to' many Mooslemsand 
Christians alike. BOlth are much loved, and will be greatly missed. 
Dr. Zwemer hasl gonle to take up a responsible pos,itiOln at the 
Princetoon University, and it may be that his wealth of knowledge 
of Moslem lands, and Mooslem needs, will lead to an awakening 
among the students at Princeton to a sense of a new responsibility, 
and a new possibility fO'r themselves:. It may lead noot oonly to 
reinfOlrcements, but too a fresh vision to ChristianS! in America of 
what they may do. 

We would draw attentiOln to' a shOlrt life of Miss Rosa E. 
Margerisonl, whOl spent some years in Egypt, working in connection 
with the Y.W.C.A.She was most true and stedfast in her efforts 
fnr the highest good fOlr the young women of Egypt.· WhIle being 
chiefly linked with the European girls, she cared for all with whom 
Slhe came in contact, and was widely loved and ~alued. Particulars 
of the patriphletare given on another page. 

We have been asked tOo make kn:own a Magazine· which has 
appeared within the last few years. It is entitled "Wol'ld 
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4- "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Dominion, " and the ver's,e, "His dominion shall be from sea to' 
sea," is a sub-title which explains the nature of the Magazine. 
Particulars of this are alsO' given on another page. 

Another new book has reached us which will appeal to' a 
different class of readers, " From the Heart of Motherhood." It 
contains some beautiful lines on the first-born child and its mother's 
love. The thought of the mother who wrote them was that a 
mother should be wO'rthy of her child, and hO'w great and wonderful 
the gift O'f an infant child may be to every mother. The poetry 
is rare and beautiful in many parts of the book. 

Many friends have left us this year. The latest one to be 
called away has been Miss Mary Hicks, a C.:vr.S. missionary in 
MenO'nf. A letter reached us from her, after she had been taken 
home. We shall miss her greatly, and are so thankful that she 
has been allO'wed to continue her wO'rk to the very end of her life. 
She was earnest and large-hearted, full of quaintness and humour. 
She lorved children, and children loved her. It has been her custom 
fOlr many years to' spend her summer holiday at Fairhaven. She 
liked to have the same room every year, and she loved O'ur garden. 
The girls who attended the C.M.S. School at Menouf, of which 
she was the head, will never forget her, and we are sufe that many 
of them will grow up to be true Christian women . 

• 
JI Cball~ngt to raUb. 

We have reprinted the words of a Booklet by Miss Lilias Trotter which was 
brought out some thirty-three years ago, and has not been read by many of a 
later generation. It made a deep impression when it was first issued. There was 
a picture on the cover of a group of Arabs walking into the darkness. This is 
alluded to in the booklet. We give it now as her new year message to us still. 
She often gave us a lovely message at the New Year. "MOUR faith "mw,th ex",dingly." A" not St. Pau!', 

glad words true in a measure in these daysl? If we 
look back twenty years we see how the tide has risen. 

~ ~T e can test it, as we test it on the sea-shore; marks 
that a wave WO'uld reach fO'rmerly, now and then, are the ordinary 
level now. "Exceedingly" may be a strong term, but "your 
faith groweth " : that is true at least. 

What pmposie is all this faith to serve? It is the coin of the 
realm of heaven, and we are God's stewards,. Is. it meant just 
for getting His treasures fo,r ourselves,? 

Some may take up this booklet, thinking that it is SOl; hoping 
to find some new promise, perhaps" overlooked as yet, O'r some 
fresh spiritual attainment to be sought. No; it is no question 
here of your own soul, infinitely precious. as that is! but O'f the 
souls, infinitely precious too, Df millions of men, women and chil­
dren, living alongside you on God's earth. Is it worth going on 
to see what good your faith can do thelrtl? 

Narrowing down the subject-leaving out the unnumbered 
millions of other needy lives-there lies before the Church of 
Christ to-day, iIll the kingdom of darkness" on.e great silent appeal 
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t.o her faith; Oille special battle£e1d that she has never fOUight out 
for her Lord, and where a victory would bring, in a marked way, 
glory to Him, jUist becaUls,e of the manifest power of the enemy 
entrenched there. 

Yes., a great challenge lies unmet: by the Chur'ch at large: 
Satan thrO'wS' dOlwn the gauntlet and says, " I am master here, at 
least-here at least I have never had an overthrOlw "; and he is 
still uncontradicted. With all the triumphs OIf God's, cauSie else­
whete, there remains one solid phalanx of enmity to the Cross 
of Christ-the uncO'nquered crescen.t af the 173 millians of the 
MOIhammedan warld. 

There it lies: Arabia, Egypt, Persia, Turkey, Syria, Afghanis­
tan, Mes.apO'tamia, North Africa, the greater part of the unpene­
trated Saudan, and milliOins of s.auls in India and China and other 
Eastern lands" interspersed amang the idOilaters., and infinitely 
harder to be won than they. Where, among all these lands., has 
there been as yet such a wO'rk of the Holy Ghost as to make a 
perceptible break in the enemy's ranks? Here and there stray 
soulSi have come O'ut grandly, showing what God can make OIf 
them; here and there we think that we detect a quaver in the 
strong line O'f battle array. And that is all. 

The Arabs in the picture, going OUit intOi the darkness and 
the desert, picture it-this great, slad, Mohammedan wO'r1d. The 
glimmering light is not that of dawn; it is a twilight settling 
iI1:to night; banded together the souls. wander away-only the 
bands ate nO't to be numbered in units" but in sco·res OIf millions. 
And the Church OIf Christ, aSi a whole, has idly watched them, and 
said, " There is nOi help fo.r it: we must let them gOi " ! 

It is as though there were a spell on them from which they 
cannot break away; and ah, there is a spell upon us-a spell of 
unbelief-that we let it be s.a, that we, "the knights in the army 
of GOld," dOl nat take up the challenge and vindicate His glOiry. 

For not only is His glory at stake among the unseen princi­
palities and powers, but dOlwn here an earth. There sleems a 
general opiniOln, shared by the wOIrld and the Church, on widely 
differing groUlnds., that it is waslte of time tOi gOi to these MOIham­
medan lands-that it is a forlorn hope. 

First, there are thOisle whO' jUidge the matter from a purely 
human standpoint. They say, " Experience has proved it tOi be 
useless tOi meddle with !\101s.lems'; their religion is suited to' their 
ways-it is good enough fOir them; they are not idolators, they 
wOlrship one GO'd, and they have a cO'de OIf mOirality. YOIU: can do 
nOi mOire for them; nobody succeeds in converting them. Let them 
alOlne! " 

We whO' know the glory 0'£ the light of Jesus do not need 
to argue this questiolll 0'£ the excellence of their religiolll; we dO' 
not need to point t.o the icy c.oldness, the formalism, the cOirrup~ 
tion that lie underneath the fair-seeming exterior-the utter 
pOlweries.snes6 of their creed to deliver them fmm sinning. They 
are "without Christ," that is enough. "And he that hath not 
the Son OIf God hath not life." Islam is nothing but a corpse, 
and the SOluis enthralled in it ate dead souls. If you could s,ee 
them to'-day, the grave, intelligent men:, the wOlmen with their 
native brightness struggling through the fetters of generations 
of ignorance and bondage, the sweet brown-skinned, dark-eyed 
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6 f( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

children, the boys and girlS! of every intermediate age, as lo'vable, 
as fu:11 of po,ssibiIities. as· OIur bOlys and girls at hQlme; yQlu. would 
not say that an,ything shOirt Q1f Ch!rist was " good enough" for 
them! 

But on the 01her s.ide (and this is the side take'll! by many who 
profess to believe inl the HOlly Ghost, the Lo.rd and Giver of life) 
there are those who hold that Mohammedanism is not too hope­
ful to. be meddled with, bUlt too hopeless.! They say, " NOI good 
is ever done in these landis; itJ is wasting your str'ength tOi spend 
yourselves upon them. They are wrapped up in self-righteous­
ness., and paralysis·, and cOirruptiOln; far better go to· the heathen 
who will hear." 

This is, not the wayan earthly soldier wQluld look on a vant­
age-ground of the enemy. It is. not the way to cQlme to' the help of 
the LQlrd against the mightJy. 

Take it at its very worst. They are dead lands and dead wuls, 
blind and cold and stiff in death as no heathen are; but we who 
10IVe them see the poss.ibilities OIf s.acrifice, of endurance, of enthu­
siasm, Q1f life, not yet effaced. DOles not the SOon: Q1f God WhOi 
died for them see thes,e PQls.sihilities. too? DO' you think He says 
of the Mohammedan, "There is no help fQlr him in his God? " 
Has He not a challenge too for your faith, the challenge that 
rolled away the stQlne frOim the grave where Lazarus lay? "Said 
I not unto thee, that, if thou would est believe, thou shouldest see 
the glQlry of God? Then they took away the stone fmm the place 
where the dead was. laid. " 

Let Hisl vQlice sOound down into Q1ur hearts. till we roB away 
the stOine Q1f unbelief that. is helping to shut dQlwn these poor' souls 
into their prisonr-hou.sie. He is dOling" no mighty wQlrk " among 
them, that is certain; the cause may be as of Q1ld. 

For remember, it is not the handful of us whOi are out among 
them that can win the battle. If it is indeed the hardest bit Q1f 
the field, we want the backing of special faith at hQlme instead 
of special unbelief! If it is Satan's strQlnghQlld, what is, it for a 
few sCOIre of u.s., mOistly women, tOi go up against it, many of UlS 
wei·ghted dQlwn with the pressure 0'£ spirit that comes Q1n oone in 
lands that are steeped in the power of Satan? It is yQlUl at home, 
in the bright, free, spiritual air, who could have power with God 
fOI victo,ry. 

Will you take up the res.ponsibility of this thing? You may 
nOot have bee'll! definitely unbelieving, but have YOUi been as defi­
n~tely believing as the cas.e demandS? Has the dishonour to 
Christ's cause ever pressed Q1n YOUl? Have you done all that yQlu 
can do tOi wipe Q1ut the stain of defeatl? It is, nOit yet past retriev­
ing: He " s.tre'll!gthenleth the spoiled against the strQlng, SOl that 
the s.poiiled shall come againlst' the fo:rtress." We may yet add 
this triumph to the mIl of om King's, victories before He returns. ! 

A stOiry OIf the wars of the first N apo,leon has often cOime back 
to me. He was trying, in a winrter campaign, to' CUlt off the march 
of t.b:e enemy acrOiss a frolzenl lake. The gunners were tOild to' fire 
on the ice anld break it, but the cannon-balls· glanced harmlessly 
along the surface. With one of the sudden flashes of genius he 
gave the word, "Fire upwards,! " and the balls crashed down 
full weight, shattering the whole sheet into fragments, and the 
day was Won. 
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You can " fire upwards" in this battle, even if yOlUI are shut 
out from fighting it face to face. If God calls you there in bodily 
presence, you will never be able to! pray to'· any purpOls,e, OIr wOlrk 
to any pUirpOlse either, except there; but if He dOles nOlt: summOln 
you, yOlUI can as truly, as effectually, as. prevailingly, do your 
share within the four walls of your room, " Said I not un;to thee, 
that, if thOlu wOluldest believe, thoUi shouldest see ;the glOlry of 
God? " 

TO' " see the glory of God": that, in its crystal c1earnes.s, 
was the aim of Jesus. Not mere pity for the dead souls, but a 
passion for the glory of God, is what we need to' hold us th't'Ough 
tiJ< victory. May He inspire it in us by the pOlwer of His indwelling 
life; then will the very " faith Df the Son of God" Himself rise 
up within us., and the wO'rks that He did we may dO' alsO!. 

Oh, to measure God's. resO'ur'ces as He did that day at 
Bethany: then we should give thanks beforehand at the answer 
teceived, "accOIunting God able." 

Onle more story-a very homely one. 
"I am gOling to get you a winter jacket to-day," said my 

sister a while ago to: her six-year-old daughter. 
The little fair face lDoked up with a demur on it. 
" I don't think you'd better, mother, dear." 
" vVhy, we were talking about it the other day, and you 

seemed tOi think it would be very nice." 
"Yes-but-mother, they cO'st a great deal. I don't think 

really you can affo,r'd it." 
My sister smiled. "N ot afford you a new jacket? think 

I can manage it." 
The child flushed up. "Please, mother, I don't think you 

can, really. I've looked in: your pUirse, and there was very little 
in it." 

Do we not deal sO' with our heavenly Father? We look 
anxiously at the tiny coins that we can see and handle, sO' to' speak, 
and we know about aSI much Df the exceeding greatness OIf His 
pOlwer to uls,ward who believe as my little niece knew about the 
bank accOlunt that lay behind the purse! 

" Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you that 
God should raise the dead? " 

" Said I not unto. thee that, if thou) wouldest believe, thou 
should est see the glory of God? " 

DO' you mean to' take up Christ'51 challenge, and with it meet 
the challenge O'f the devil? 

If so, dO' it now. 
FO'r look once more at the picture: they are going on and 

on, these souls., intO' the desert and the gathering shadO'ws-on 
ailid on while you are reading-{)In and on. If you dO' not rise to' 
stop them, you in England who have learn:t hOlw to believe, who 
is to do. it? 

" IF THOU CANST BELIEVE, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO HmI 

THAT BELIEVETH." 

I. LILIAS TROTTER. 
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Cl)~ Passing of a gr~at 'I)aracr~r. 
MISS MARY HICKS. 

Menouf, November 27th. 

II
l~' ITH great regret we record the death of Miss Mary 

1111\~1 Hicks, of the Church Missionary Society, at the age 
~ of 71 years. Most of her life had been spent in mis-

sionary work, first in Palestine, and then, when the 
War broke out, in Egypt. She came to Menouf in 1915 to take 
charge of the C.M.S. Girls' School there. 

She was a great character, and her simple devoted Christian 
life endeared her to the hearts of the people of Menouf. In count­
less homes she had become a mother to the children who had 
grown up under her guidance for the last fourteen years, and 
throughout the town her well-known figure was always 
welcomed. 

For the last six months she had seemed to become more and 
more frail, and when last week a cold developed into pleurisy it 
was found that she had reached the limits of her strength and had 
no powers of resistance. She had been at her work in school on 
Thursday morning, but on Friday was in bed, and grew weaker 
until, on Monday night, she passed aViay peacefully in her sleep. 

The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon, and she was 
buried in the new Cemetery which she herself has generously pro­
vided for the Anglican Church in Menouf. A large gathering of 
people attended the service at the cemetery, including many 
friends from Cairo, the Mamur and other Officials, and the chief 
members of the Egyptian and foreign communities. 

Reprinted from the " Egyptian Gazette." 

+ 
Cl)~ l)iI~ miSsion pr~ss. 

" From five-and-twenty years old and upward they shall go 
in to 7vait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation." 

-NUM. viii. 24. 

O
N the 3rd February, 1930 , the Nile 

Mission Press completes its 25th year 
of service. F or all the power 0'£ God 
wherewith He has enabled His, servants 

to labour, we give praise to His mOISit Ho.ly 
Name. 

But we can, as yet, only partially have 
~rasped His plans for the work. It 
IS very noticeable that, in the pas­
sage quoted above, the Levites only 
entered upon the service in the taber­
nacle at the age of 25. Not only 
that, but the very Hebrew word used 
is significant of warfare. The mar­

gives this thought :--" From twenty­
and-five years they shall go into war the warfare of 
the service . . ." The tabernacle service therefore 

wa. not merely that of worship, but also that of continual 
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warfare against sin and all that exalted itself against God. 
May this be recognised by us all as we pass our 25th mile­

stone of service. The 26th and onward will surely be years of 
warfare. May God gird us with His Armour, and may grace be 
given to each, as well as collectively, that \ve may "fight the 
good fight of faith." Mav we also remember that, "it is not by 
might . . . but by lV[Y SPIRIT saith the Lord." Only so shall 
we follow In " the train of His triumph." 

* * * * * * * * 
We are sorrv to have to report that Mr. Upson has been 

ordered six weeks rest by his doctor in Cairo. The Committee 
immediately instructed hiin to take this, and hope that it will 
mean a real recovery of health. vVe would bespeak the prayers 
of our readers for him at this juncture. 

It is good to know that Mr. Menzies and Mr. Kinnear are 
on the spot to take the burden off his shoulders at a time like this. 
They have both recently passed their language examinations, and 
done very well indeed. 

Mr. Kinnear has been visiting the Colporteurs recently with 
Butros Eff., in the neighbourhood of \Vasta, Beni Suef, the 
Fayoum, etc. They appear to have had blessing. 

\Ve are glad to state that Miss Mollison has now completely 
recovered, and having bcen passed bv the doctor, is sailing for 
Egypt on the 3rd January. She "ill be g-Iad to meet Miss Lucy 
Baker, who has already arrived on the Field and taken up secre­
tarial work in Cairo. Miss Baker's photograph is published 
with this issue. 

It has been a grief to us to hear that, oyving to certain difficul­
ties, Bulos will be unable to visit the Egyptian Sudan again, and 
we commend this needy place to the pravers of God's people, 
trusting that He will soon open the Way f01" someone else to go. 

Turning to Palestine, we come to "'hat is, at present, a hard 
Field. Yet even there, we see signs of God's working, but it has 
been thought best for Mr. \Vald, ,,·ho has been supervising that 
work, to return to Egypt for the purpose of travelling- with the 
Egyptian Colporteurs. \Vi1I our friends please pray for him as 
he seeks to teach the native workers the art of " soul-winning," 
by personal contact. 

It was a blow to hear that Khalil, our Transjordan Colpor­
teur, had been suddenly called " Home." We think of his wife 
and familv with deep sympathy. We understand that this sudden 
" Home-Call" has come possibly through an injury received 
during the \Var. At the moment we have no one to take his 
place. 

Mr. Upson took a Conference in the American Mission 
Church from November 22nd-24th. A special cable was sent 
us on the 25th November that 40 workers had taken part in a 
Consecration Meeting on the Mount of Olives on the Sunday 
afternoon. \Ve print his account in this issue. 

We are sorry that, owing to unforseen delay, the new car 
that is being prepared for the" South Lands" in Algeria will not 
be starting as soon as we had hoped. God must have some pur-
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10 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

pose in it, although, for the moment, it does not seem apparent. 
May it be that we have not prepared the way sufficiently in 
prayer. Or can it be that Satan withstands? Pray ye therefore! 

At Setif, where Monsieur Lull. our new worker, is, the sales 
have been most satisfactory, as well as in other directions. He 
states that he visited "three different Markets and sold 20g 

books, although the natives did not buy Gospels as readily as 
previously, but there is ahvays a sale for our literature." He is 
continually comi!1g into contact with seeking souls, and some 

MIHf' J,{fOY E. HAKEI1-

who have bought books during the week are coming desiring to 
know mOre of the Lord Jesus Christ. This increasing interest in 
Christian literature is also evident at other places. But the 
crowds of literates seem strangely, at present, to fluctuate. 
Sometimes they meet with numbers who can, read, at other times 
very few. From Algeria generally the need for prayer is very 
urgent, for it has been noticeable that there is a new hardness 
appearing. In a certain Market, recently, after trying for 1\vo 
hours and" catching nothing," the books were laid out by the 
roadside approaching the market. "Dozens stopped to look and 
examine, but no one bought anything. At another place, they 
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were not only indifferent to the literature, but really antagonistic. 
After a long morning, only eight small leaflets had been dis­
posed of." 

In Algeria, as with all our work, it is necessary for. us to 
pray for these colporteurs, that definite guidance may be given to 
them as to what book to offer first. "It makes a tremendous 
difference," writes Mr. Theobald, "to the reception of literature 
afterwards if the first book pleases, and if one man buys, the rest 
will follow. If the first book stirs up bitterness and the first man 
refuses to buy, it often stops all sales in that place." 

Mr. Dugald Campbell, pioneer agent of the National Bible 
Society of Scotland, has sent letters to their Secretary informing 
them of open doors, and the N. M. P. are interested, because he 
has also scattered N.M.P. literature, and a further 40-50 parcels 
have recently been sent him again from Cairo, at his own request. 
Please pray for this Pioneer. 

Turning to the Home end of the work, we are grateful to God 
for having sent us, at leng-th, a Deputation Secretary in Mr. F. 
Harold Peacock, and we should be so grateful to any who would 
arrange a Meeting for him in the near future. There are many 
places where none have been held. Will not some of our friends 
take this: OIU their hearts and write to' the Head Office about it as 
SOIOUI as posoS,ible. 

I want to make it plain that I am in no way giving up mv 
own deputation work, but we are having to increase our clientele 
at home as the Field work extends, and Mr. Peacock's work is to 
find fresh openings and extend the interest. New avenues of 
service are, continually, being presented to uos" and the income of 
the Nile Mis,siQlUl Press. must be largely increas.ed if we are, 
adequately, tOi respond to' the calls f0'r our literature which we hear 
on all hands. 

Weare facing the New Year, and we cannot be too thankful 
to God for all He has enabled us to do, and for the extra funds 
He has sent us this year. But we dare not rest here. We must 
push forward in prayer and sacrifice, for God is able to do " much 
more than this " in answer to our cry. 

* * * * * * * * 
Will our friends be so kind as to fill in the Pink Renewal 

Forms enclosed with this issue of the Magazine, and send with 
them the usual subscription of 2/-. Kindly, also, help us by 
inserting new names in the space at the bottom of the Form, that 
we may send a specimen copy to these and so seek to increase the 
circulation. 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

• 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

General Secretary. 
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Our Stcrttarv and Dis Wift. 

81l N the opposite page we have the portraits of Mr. and 
,Mrs. J ahn L. Oliver, who recently celebrated their silver 
wedding. Mr. Oliver has been the Secretary of the 
Executive Committee of the Nile Miss,ion Press fram its 

very early days. He taok up his post in 1905, soon after the 
Mission Press had been established in Cairo. He has paid several 
visits to the work on the field, and has learnt to know something 
af Palestine as well as, af Egypt. The Miss,ian Press owes much 
to' his faith and prayer and effort in deputation work throughaut 
the cauntry. The work has gradually grown in Cairo, until it has 
lillks with all Moslem lands; sending aut to them every year many 
thausands 0''£ baoks cantaining the gaod news af the Saviaur Jesus 
Christ. 

As Mr. Oliver has been· the General Secretary, as well as the 
Depu:tation Secretary 0''£ the Nile MisSiion Press, the work has in 
time become more than one man could do, and the Committee 
have recently appointed Mr. Harold Peacock to share his wo,rk 
as Deputation Secretary. We greatly harpe that this will strengthen 
the whole work, and add some years, to Mr. Oliver, whO', has, never 
been very strong. 

Mrs. Oliver has always done her utmost to help her husband, 
and we owe her a debt of gratitude for much unsdfish effort, and 
far her constant sharing of his burdens, while rejoicing with him 
for all that God has wrought. Truly He has been our refuge and 
strength, and He has. done marvellous things for the Nile Mission 
Press. 

A. VAN SOMMER. 

+ 
Books on ,Irt! III AP ER i, inflammable, and th, In,",=" Compani" 

charge a good premium to' insure it against fire. In 
aur early days, we read in Bacon's essays samething 
to' the effect that baaks were of different kinds: those 
to be nibbled at, baoks to' be swallawed, and baoks 
to be digested. Had Bacan lived in this aur day, 
methinks he would have divided them into " Boaks 

on fire-Baoks for the fire," for a very large praportian af the 
literature produced an the printing presses of ta-day is anly fit 
far burning; equally it is true that a minar propartian consists af 
baoks that bum! baaks on fire! 

"Oh! for a passio1late passion for souls, 
Oil! for the fire that burns." 

While an deputatian wark in 1915, we remember a literature 
warker af anather Saciety remarking that it had never occurred 
to him that a plea far literature could canvey the idea af passion! 
but surely if palitical publicatians can burn, and if relatian af 
social wrongs can sting, then the Gaspel message can and shauld 
be an fire. "Who maketh His ministers (i.e" His evangelistic 
messages) a flame af fire." 

The Nile Mission Press will camplete an 3rd February twenty­
five years of a rather remarkable service, a phenamenal regularity 
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of production-for in these twenty-five years no less than 670 
pUblications have been issued, which averages more than one 
every fortnight. The whole have been evangelistic-in the broad 
sense-and yet calculated to arouse only the very minimum of 
opposition. Thus, for a quarter of a century, in heat or cold, 
mid opposition or encouragement, health or sickness, furlough or 
otherwise, the N.M.P. has never failed to average a new Gospel 
message a fortnight-26 or 28 a year. 

* * * * * * * 
T HE greatest difficulty we have ever had to face has been to 

obtain and maintain an adequate circulation. We have 
had, and still have, ten colporteurs in the Nile Valley, four in 
Palestine and two in Algeria. That alone, however, does not 
ensure a circulation. Then we have had our book depots and our 
very successful system of mail orders, but that again has needed 
to be supplemented. 

Perhaps the greatest of all difficulties, hitherto, has been the 
comparative lack of appreciation of literature on the part of 
native pastors, and even some missionaries. On more than one 
occasion I have taken up the matter and asked for a serious dis­
cussion of ways and means of circulation. Last winter the 
subject was referred to the Egypt Intermission Council. They, 
in their turn, appointed a Sub-Committee. \Vhen we met in the 
spring, attention was turned to the fact that my Partnership 
Scheme-by which I had registered the names of a number of 
distributors, called "Prayer Partners "-had developed into a 
scheme for all C. M. S Church members to become volunteer dis­
tributors during Holy Week. We then reported to the Inter­
mission Council that an expanded week of distribution-to be 
called "Literature Week" -should be held in the coming 
autumn. Further, we speciaIly recommended emulating the plan 
of the Rev. J. Heinrich, American U.P. Mission, Punjab, who 
had been remarkably successful in setting his Church members 
to sell Gospels in the country districts. The plan having been 
taken up very warmly, we asked Miss Sharp, of S.P.C.K., to be 
Honorary Organising Secretary. Great plans were mace by her, 
and about 250 volunteers enrolled for the week 21st-26th 
October. Bishop Gwynne sent out a very w'!rm and appreciative 
circular to the Arabic section of his Church, asking that every 
member should do something. 

On the Saturday evening before the Campaign began, 
missionaries and Egyptian workers of all sorts met in the 
American Church for a special Arabic Prayer Meeting. It was 
one of the finest united meetings I have ever attended. Over 
120 Christian workers were present, and many offered audible 
prayer; among these were workers of about half-a-dozen nation­
alities and eight or nine societies. Then, at the close of the 
week, an equally successful Service of Thanksgiving was held at 
St. Mary's Pro-Cathedral, the Bishop himself preaching. Again 
120 volunteer distributors attended, and the proceedings were so 
enthusiastic that we all felt what has been well-called "the 
electricity of concord." 

This" Week of Witness "-as it is called-has done a world 
of good to the Church members who participated in it. Although 
restricted for the first year to Cairo, yet no less than 32 Churches 
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and institutions sent workers to help. The books distributed were 
all ordered from carefully selected lists, and altogether one almost 
felt like saying" Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
. . .. For mine eyes have seen! " 

* * * * * * * 
B UT, in spite of the general calm in Egypt, old-fashioned 

Moslem fanaticism is not yet dead! The more enlightened 
Arabic dailies deplored the resignation of the Grand Sheikh of 
El-Azhar because the Higher Powers (Egyptian Moslem) , spiked 
his guns' and' put spokes in his wheels of progress,' and gener­
ally contrived to make his reforms nugatory. (It may have been 
partly due to the comparatively large introduction of Arabic 
Bibles !) 

And last week in Upper Egypt, undeterred even by the 
presence of a Christian Dey, a Moslem shouted to our colporteur, 
" Oh that we were in the good old days of the sword and knife! " 
meaning that had he the power to-day, he would soon make an 
end of the colporteur. Perhaps he may have meant it as a hint 
for the Coptic Bey also! 

Palestine, as \vill be understood, has been somewhat of a 
responsibility of late. Our N.M.P work there has hitherto con­
sisted of the Book Depot at Damascus Gate, and a staff of four 
Colporteurs. In general, our men have had to restrict their 
operations to the immediate neighbourhood of their place of 
residence; for two months past it has been more or less unsafe 
to travel. Our men have been between two fires: on the one 
hand suspected by the Moslems because they preached Christ and 
tried to make converts-on the other hand, suspected by the Jews 
because they wore the red Arabic fez, and therefore were Arabic­
speaking Christians, and it is an outstanding fact that every 
Palestinian Christian is on the side of the Moslems and opposed 
to the Jews. They have the settled conviction-whether right or 
wrong-that the Balfour Declaration has been a calamity to their 
country. 

As regards the Depot, several stories could be told of amaz­
ing answers to prayer, and of the Moslems reducing the rent to 
enable us to stay on in that Moslem quarter, and then, strangest 
of all, further reducing it the following year. Surely this is a 
very rare occurrence! The Depot had to be closed for one week 
during the worst of the trouble, but has been opened since. 

It is not impossible that God may give us a place of our own, 
for the Jews-for the sake of their own safety-have in many 
cases totally abandoned their hired shops when near the Moslems, 
even although they are taken by the year, and the rent has been 
paid up to the first of Moharram (next May). I shall hope to gain 
some information during the United Conference of American 
Alliance Evangelists, N. M. P. Colporteurs, and one or two 
German workers from Mt. Carmel, which I have been asked to 
conduct in Jerusalem, from 22nd to 24th November. 

To sum up, although the difficulties are very great, and 
although the volcano may erupt again, yet work is going On ! 

* * * * * * * 
OTHER LANDS. During my recent visit to Algeria and 

Tunis I was able to arrange with my colleagues of the 
Algiers Mission Band to build a new car at N.M.P expense, the 
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chassis being Citroen, but the coach specially built to carry, not 
only a bed for a worker, but a special book cupboard, and also 
tanks for extra petrol. In addition, a fresh Colporteur ,vas taken 
on, and the support provided for an Evangelist trained in France 
to work from Setif. Shortly, we hope to hear of advance to 
certain oases of the South--we are not publishing the destination 
at present, but we hope that this will develop into an important 
movement towards the Sahara. 

Our books are being translated into various languages, and 
the N. M. P is still keeping to its nigh calling as a "Central 
Clearing House," in which N.M. P tracts already user! in one 
language can be printed in another, and the original illustrations 
freely loaned to the Society making the new translation. 

just an illustration.-On one and the same evening ~ last 
week, letters arrived as follows :-

In Spanish, from a Colporteur at Mendoza, which is well up 
towards the Andes, hundreds of miles from Buenos Aires, asking 
for Arabic books for Syrian settlers around him. 

At the same time was delivered the Air Mail, brought by 
plane from Persia, with a fat packet of Persian proofs from Mr. 
Wysham, of the Persia Intermission Council. 

From Algeria, on the same day, came reports of the Algiers 
Mission Band. 

From Handley Bird, a "Brother" in South India, came a 
query as to how best to put into Tamil some of the work of Miss 
E. A. Wood, the talented artist, whose work we print here for 
S.P.C.K. 

Last of all, came a letter, not even yet read, for it \vas from 
the Balkans, and presumably in Bulgarian, probably having 
reference to the translations into Bulgarian made by a German 
worker there. 

All this sounds very interesting-one might think that it was 
merely a matter of playing on the keys of an instrument, or of 
pulling the wires. It is much more than this-it is broadcasting 
the S.O.S. There is much to learn from the Salvation Army 
motto, "Blood and Fire." Books can never fire the reader 
unless they are on fire ! 

" He maketh His ministers (His writers) a flame of fire." 

A. T. U. 

Juusal~mt Dou~mbu t 1 g2g . 

• 

' ' , ~, HE United Conference (or rather Convention) which 
'J L ," the writer was invited to hold at the American 

f. " ,:.... Church, Jerusalem, during Friday, Saturday and 
, , ",;J:t Sunday, 22nd-24th November, proved to be 
,'" " Three days of Peace and J 0)'. " How gracious of 

our Heavenly Father to arrange this refreshment 
for His tired workers! They had recently passed through the 
Palestine troubles and it has been a nerve-racking time for them. 
Further, mission work in the country had never quite recovered 
from the great set-back of the severe opposition experienced as 
one result of the Jerusalem Conference of March, 1928. 
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The ~.M.P. colporteurs had had no gathering in the summer 
of 1928 nor in that of 1929 either. Further, they had lately been 
saddened bv the sudden death of one of their number, Khalil, the 
one who \~'as badly beaten during the Jerusalem Conference, 
I928. During the Great \Var he had to take refuge in a tree one 
night, and had to stay for hours there. Overcome by sleep, he 
lost his balance and fell upon his head, with disastrous conse­
quences, for ever since that time he has been liable to a fit about 
everv five or six months. It seems that at the latter part of 
Oct~ber he sat upon the edge of a pool of \vater to wash his feet. 
when suddenly the fit came on, and losing his balance he fell into 
the \vater and was quickly drowned. 

This \\'as a g-reat loss to us, for he had a capital knowledge 
of English as \vell as his native Arabic, and he was more enter­
prising and resourceful than some of the others. (He has left a 
\\,ife and a small daughter; we are trying to meet the expense of 
sending the latter to a Christian boarding school, and any special 
help to this end \vould be gratefully accepted.) 

Ho\\' gracious of our Heavenly Father to gather us all 
together at such a time as this! 

Those invited :--
Christian and Missionary Alliance workers (about) IS 
German Carmel Mission ~(including 2 Germans) 5 
N.M.P. Colporteurs, etc. 4 
Also (one day) Bible Training Institute, Bethlehem 16 

All the C. & l\I.A. workers stayed with Rev. W. F. and Mrs. 
Smalley, head of the American Mission in Palestine, Transjordan. 
etc., as also did the speaker. The German Carmel Mission and 
N.M.P. made their own arrangements for their staffs. On the 
Saturday evening these native Palestinians arranged their own 
Social Evening, with music, simple games, etc., closing with a 
number of English hymns (almost all understanding English, but 
not hearing it in their lonelv stations)-and finally eight or ten 
offered praise for the hIes sings of this year's convention. 

The Pro;.;ramme.-On the Friday, the following was the 
time-table :-

6-40. Family Prayers. 
7-0. Breakfast. 
8-30. First meeting-Praise and Prayer. 
9-0. Address by A. T. Upson on "The Second Birth." 

IO-30. Groups (i.e., each Society held a separate meeting for 
its own workers to give reports on work, etc.). 

12-3°. Lunch and Rest. 
4-0. Evening meeting. Address by A. T. U. on " Being 

filled with the Holy Spirit." 
6-30. Supper. 
8-0. Retire earl\, for private meditation. 

On the Saturday the chief addresses by A. T. U. were:­
Morning--" Preparation for Soul-Winning." 
Evening-" Methods for Soul-Winning"; also "Addresses 

likely to Win Souls." 
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This being a Convention and not a Conference, the addresses 
were all given by one man, and the blackboard proved a great 
help, for a few of the workers are located in Syria (Hauran) and 
others in Transjordan, beside Palestine proper. 

On the Sunday, as I was unable to raise my voice sufficiently 
for the public services in the church, Mr. Ibrahim Dowany, our 
former evangelist-colporteur, kindly preached in Arabic, at 9-30.; 
then, at the English service at 11-0, Rev. W. F. Smalley 
officiated. 

The most striking of the meetings was the one for "Con­
secration," held at sunset on the Mount of Olives. A beautiful 
site, up above (the Latin) Gethsemane~recently acquired and laid 
out bv "The Travel Institute of Bible Research "~was freely 
loaned to us for the occasion by the American representative. A 
few independent Christian workers joined us, bringing our num­
ber up to 40.. It was thrilling to watch the sunset over the Temple 
site, then to. turn round to Olivet and realise that the sunset is not 
only followed by sunrise but is the way to sunrise, just as " Death 
is the gate of Life," and Calvary leads directly to Resurrection, 
Ascension, and Re-appearing. 

At 8 p.m. my last address was given to about 40 workers, in 
the small hall where the other meetings had been held. The 
closing subject was "Their eyes were holden . . .. Their eyes 
were opened." (Luke xxiv. 16,31.) 

W urds of A ppreciation. These are quoted to encourage our 
noble band of prayer-helpers who prayed us through. 

On the breakfast table, the morning of leaving, was found a 
loving letter of thanks from the Palestinian workers, testifying 
to much help received. Also a German Missionary present 
requested a similar Arabic convention for next year on Mt. 
Carmel. (This matter was postponed for consideration in the 
distant future; the expenditure of time and strength this year, 
having been due to the special situation in Palestine.) 

From a missionary's wife: "Your ministry here has been a 
great blessing to us all. I hope we have not overworked you." 

From Rev. \'11. F. Smalley, Chairman of the Alliance 
Mission: "To my mind this was by far the best conference we 
have had with our native brethren. I am confident that they go 
back, some of them at any rate, with a neVi spirit of expectation 
of blessing in their service. Weare trusting God to meet us this 
fall in a new way." 

Although the majority of the Palestinians, present were 
workers of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, yet the others 
had their share. One, a Bible-<lVoman of the German Mission, 
testified to her joy in service. And our own Nile Mission Pres~ 
colporteur at Nazareth has since said, "I came back from 
Jerusalem with new life." 

To God be all the Glory. 
A. T. {T. 

+ 
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JI Sundap at Dazartlb. 

~.
ATER breakfast this morning, and, better, the Doctor 

to breakfast with us (he usually has his at 6-15, sum­
mer and winter, for the wards are full of patients 
and he is never over-staffed). 

~ At 9.0 commenced a most interesting service at 
Christ Church (C.M.S.--the one in which Canon 

Gairdner was married). Dr. Bathgate helped in the choir, and 
the other member of this "bachelor household "-R. T. Archi­
bald, M.A., of the Children's Special Service Mission and 
Scripture Union-was the special preacher. How intensely 
interested in his pictorial illustrations and object were the girls 
from the C.M.S. Orphanage; they have been listening to him 
day by day for a week past. Our old and venerable friend, Rev. 
Asad Mansour, interpreted. Then followed the Communion 
Service, after which the Doctor hurried away to see some of his 
patients. And the writer took a brisk walk along roads washed 
white by the first \vinter rains. 

Some half-mile away is the American Baptist Church, and 
here the Nile Mission Press colporteur-Elias TaballaJ-had 
preached the Sunday sermon, as he has been doing ever since the 
pastor died last winter. Not bad! [or a simple and not-highly­
educated colporteur to hold a church together on the death of the 
pastor. The congregation are very poor, and mostly young men 
or lads. The writer did not attend the colporteur's service, for 
the latter would almost certainly have asked his superintendent to 
take some part, and to strain one's voiee in a large building would 
be to disobey the doctor's instructions to rest! 

At 12.0 a visit was paid to the Hospital, where Rev. A. and 
Mrs. Phillips, of EI-Husn, Transjordan, were in bed, the result 
of an overturn of their car during Friday's heavy rain. As an old 
friend, Phillips was glad of a " sick visitor," even a deaf one! 

Lunch over, a husband and wife (Syrian workers) called from 
Hauran, Syria. They had been at the United Convention at C. & 
M. A., Jerusalem, and now called to ask if they could put up the 
writer on his way, and even accompany him to Damascus. But 
he isn't going this time! 

1-45 and time for the outing to Cana of Galilee, not to a 
wedding! but to provide for two little evangelistic meetings. The 
hospital automobile ,,"as full of us, for a blind Bible-woman and 
girl evangelist \yere to conduct a meeting for women which would 
be attended by some thirty of them, while we went to a little 
men's meeting of IS or 20. 

No sooner was the service over than the Doctor was kid­
napped on his way back to the car! Always we have the sick 
with us! In the course of forty minutes not only were several 
sick examined and prescriptions written, but a poor woman, 
suffering the agony of childbirth-which had lasted for a day and 
night-was delivered of a fine healthy child, all in, a few minutes 
and without any professional equipment, for he had but come to 
lead a service! Once more he tried to get to his car and yet 
again others begged for help. "What would Jesus do?" 

.. At even, ere the stn was set, 
The sick, 0 I<ord, aronnd Thee lay, 

o with what divers pains they met, 
o with what joy they went away." 
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As one old lady wrote to me, in nice Arabis, "I always 
liken the Doctor to the Lord Jesus, because the sick look for him 
to come and heal them; I hope they also look to Jesus for the 
healing of their souls." 

5-15. Back for tea; a lovely drive over the hills. Then off 
to the evening service, which was in English, the sermon being 
preached by Mr. Archibald. Rapt attention again, even on the 
part of ten or eleven English soldiers, two of whom came to tea 
next night. 

At 7-30 the Doctor went off to his hospital, and the rest of 
us to supper at home. Then we all gathered with the Syrian 
nurse-girls and Bible-women, who love to have an hour's English 
hymn-singing on Sunday night. 

A closing prayer, and early to bed. I remember Whittier's 
lines :-

" 0 Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
o calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
The silence of eternity 
Interpreted by love." 

A. T. U. 

WUb our Colport~urs In Ul'pn €gpPt. 

t 
T has been said that the best way t0' learn how t0' do a thing 

, is to do it! At any rate, it is agreed that fo.r some con­
siderable period in one's career 0'n the field, many of the 

~ things that have tOi be " done" are more 0'r lesSi " experi­
ence "-Ies.sons" in: preparatiOln, for some us.erul service in 
tHe future. Such, il1l many ways, was, my first t0'ur among 

the colpo:rt.eu:rs in the district lying between. Cairo and Assiut. 
The trip lasted a fOirtnight-perhaps! long eno,ugh for the first time 
--and took place immediately after the language examinations at 
the end 0'f October last. There were sJeveral OIbjects in: view, the 
first and m0'st importanlt being t0' visit and help the c0'lporteurs 
in their' difficult and often discouraging task. \Ve also took the 
opportunity 0'f getting fresh subscribers t0' our m0'nthly G0'Spei 
magazine, "AI-Bareed al-Masry," on~ hundred and forty-five in 
all, and 0'f coHecting outstanding subscriptions,. Then again, being 
compelled t0' speak and listen to' nothing bUrt: Arabic f0'r the whole 
fortnight certainly was a help towards fluency in the colloquial 
language. Ther'e is always. a danger of devoting too- much time 
to Classical Arabic when: 0'ne takes. it up seriously-to. the detri­
ment of colloquial. 

I shall first of all 0'utline in a brief way what we' did, and then 
give one 0'r two impres-s,ions that were gained ftom this valuable 
and unique experience. I was fortunate in having with me Ibrahim 
Effendi Butms, whO' is in charge of the C0'lpo,rtage Department, 
whichl 0'f course is. centralised in the PresS!. He knew the groUind 
w~ were abQlut to travel, and what we might h0'pe tOi accomplish 
in one place or another; and, thanks to his excellent memory, 
we were s.aved a great deal of time (and shoe leather) by his know­
ing exactly whom to look for and where to' find them. 

A start was made from Cairn on a Monday morning. Our 
first stop was· Wasta, where we were met by 0'ur colporteur fo·r 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 21 

that district, Yuser Sim'aan. Our campaign opened brightly, for 
which I was glad. He !'old quite a number 0'[ books; in the course 
of a couple of hours, nnd we obtained fourteen new subscribers 
to the monthly paper. Later on in the day we took the train to 
F':YUlll, a flourishing- town at the heart of a large oasis. Here 
we spent hvo days, calling on various classes of people. OuJ' plan 
was generally to. "catch the big fish" first, if possible, l.\nd S'O 
we 111ade a practice, in all the towns we visited, of calling first of 
at all the Government otnccs, the l\f udiria, the Post Omce, the 
Central Police Ollice, the Lm.v Courts, the Railwav Offices, the 
native lawyers" schon,1 staffs, nwners of cotton stores, and then, 
if time permitted, humbler folk in ~hq)s. \Ve 0.£ course had to 
eon.fine ourselves to the reading publie. \\' O'rking on this prin­
ciple, we paid similar visits to Senl1turis, Beni Sud, )\1 aghag'ha , 

ON~l O~' THE IRRIGATIOl' CANALS WHICH Arcr'; SEEN ALI, (WER EHYP'J'. 

Beni IvIazar, Minia, Fikria, Deirut and .\ssiut. Thus we bad the 
oppo,rtunity to come in personal contact with three other corpnr­
tenrs, Mitias, Girgis, Garas Loza, and faithful old Yacub Abd-el­
Masih. Ibrahim Effendi went on to other importallt towns further 
south, while I return'('d direct to Cairn to take up a fresh term of 
langu.age study. One felt that the whole experience, novel and 
varied as it proved to be, was a help to all concerned, and our only 
regret is that mnre frequent visits of this, nature cannot he ttnder­
t:aken-at least nnt yet. Betnre we separated, Ibrahim Effendi 
and I discussed our " next" trip, planning ways and means of 
making it more ('ffe-dive and more profitable. \Ve all feel such 
visits are just what the colporteurs need, to encourage them. 
After all, the tas-k of selling books in Egypt is looked on as a vcr)' 
humhle occupation. The colporteurs cannot help but feel tbis 
keenly at times. vVe want, as far as we can, to give them a better 
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" face," as the Chinese would say, in fheir own! districts; and 
this i!'> certainly one of the results achieved when they openly get 
the backing- of an Englishman in their woork. They, as well as 
the Press, get a bette .. standing anlong' all clasrscs.; and this we 
nwe to them. if it is in our jJD'wer to give. 

Looking back over this varied experience, one seems to see 
it uI1lder various aspech. Life would he a dull thing without its 
funny side, and hardly a day went by witho'\.lt its amus,ing incident. 
Some of the excuses we were given by those we asked to take up 
the monthly paper rang so delightfully hollow that we had to smile, 
if not to laugh outright in a good-natured way. For example: 
.. Oh ! I can't see my way to subscribe to another magazine. You 
see, I get so many, the·-er--er-what is the name of that paper, 
Mahommed?" and he finds. it bevnnd him to recall am' at all. 
Clerks \Vowel be bold enoug'h to say they had no time fnr reading 

IBRAHUIEFFENDI AND '!'fIfo: COLPOWI'IWR STMAAN STANDINU BY A 
l'ILE 01' COTTON PACKED POU TRAVEr,. 

-an excuse which was given the lie by the number 01 newspapers 
lying about the desk. One's school-teaching days were vividly 
recalled O'n the occasion of a visit to a certain CO'ptic high school, 
quite a laJ'ge building, with every mark of efficiency abolllt it. 'Ve 
happened to be ushered intO' the office just when a group of 
effendis 'were about to answer to the Head fo.r some. grave mis­
demeanour-this was. evident at once. FrO'm the furtive manner 
they Slmelt one lll1![)ther's' breath, we dropped to it that they had 
been indulging in' " drinking- tobacco smoke," as they say. One 
by one they were take II Oll!! and given a sound(ing') punishment­
I was a trifle surprised at the severity of the treatment, 

Then there was the aspect of revelation. Egypt seems to be 
entering 0'111 a new era educationally. This iSI all to the good frO'm 
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our point of view, as the disappearance of illiteracy naturally 
creates a wider field fO'r the spread of the Truth through the 
prinlt:ed page. One couJd not help but be impress.ed by the up-to­
date schoOils which the Government have erected in manry O'f the 
prO'vincial towns.. It was a revelatiO'n to' go intO' these schools, and 
see the efficient lines on which the educatiO'n of yOIUing Egypt is 
conducted. As for Coptic schools, s()lme'--the larger ones-'-are 
somethinlg like what schools should be, but the smaller O'nes left 
one with a very poolr impress,iO'n indeed. In most to'wns the native 
Evangelical Church is alsoo carrying on educatiO'nal work, and 
making a noble effO'rt to brinlg up the children in a Christian atmos­
phere, as· well as to equip them fool' a useful life. 

And the native Christian Church has more than that to commend 
it. I can recall many a surprise meeting with some O'f Egypt's 
saints. It was a pleasure to find them, as it were-humble but 
happy followers of our Lord-in the midst of all the spiritual dark­
nes,s that surrounds them. I remember one in particular, a Greek, 
still quite a young man, whom I met in Mirnia. In course of con­
versation he tO'ld me how he had been converted by attending the 
local Evangelical Church. Having been: brought up a Greek 
Orthodox, he found that the message of the nlative Church was 
jUist what he, needed fO'r s.oul satisfaction; and now, as he pur'sues 
hi" daily wO'rk, he takes every Oopportunity too evangelise thos,e 
with whom he comes. in contact", Moslems, Jews and others. He 
has a shOoe store and repairing shop in the main square Oof the 
town, and is a constant witness t'Ol the LO'rd Who means s.o much 
to him. 

One got an insight als.o into some of the difficulties with which 
the colporteurs have to contend in dealing with Moslems. They 
must be prepared not only to receive gruff refusals, O'f their books, 
but alSIOI to anSiwer patiently the many criticisms which Moslem., 
are ever ready to pour out upon them and their message. They 
need our prayers, and we hope that our friends abrOoad will join 
with us. inl asking fOor them courage and a Christlike spirit. 

J. E. KINNEAR . 

• 
HOW tbt Cbrlstlan mtssagt rtacbts tbt mosltm 

Htart 
HE world-wide view can afford to make light of local 

difficulties on the overcOoming of which world-wide 
success depends. The world-wide view on literature for 
Moslems had been stated thus: "The present output of 

literature is wholly inadequate to meet the need that has. arisen." 
The reader with no practical knowledge of local conditions any­
where, pictures hands outstretched to buy Christian bOOoks at any 
price. When he further hears of the large share N.M.P. has in 
this literature production, he may suppose that all that we need 
to do is to produce more. Thus he imagines MO'llems will receive 
the message. SOo they will, but probably by ways very different 
from those in the reader's mind. 

A visit tOo a market and a morning spent there in trying tOo 
persuade Moslems to buy some of our smallest books, is quite 
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sufficient to dispel such illusions. The market may consist of 
anything from one thousand to five thousand people. If it is a 
g-ood day, thirty or forty hooks will he sold, or if it is a had day, 
the number of books sold ma\' he less than ten. It is not difficult 
to gather from these figures -that Ie's than ten per cent. of those 
asked to huy books actually make a purchase. Satisfaction at 
the progress which Christian literature has made is turned into 
amazement at the size of our total sales. If so many obstacles 
ha lie to be overcome to sell a few books, what a \\-ork of God a 
year's total sales represent. ~umbers ,,-hich seem encourag-ing­
to the supporter at home are incredible to the worker on the field. 
These two points of view \\hen put tog-ether produce a feeling of 
awe in the presence of this powerful weapon which God has 
placed in our hands. 

Little by little are learnt the dcvious ways by which the 
message of our books reachcs the hearts of the Moslems. The 
seemingly fortuitious manner in \\-hich the existence of some of 
these Ways is reyealed to us demane!s that we do not consider 
these wa~-s by any means exhaustive. An account of some of 
these, while n~t Ul;interesting, can b~ a valuable aid to intelligent 
prayer. Each link in the chain that would bind the Moslem 
heart to the Saviour is a point of attack by the Enemy. As we 
learn the links of this chain, and are not merely content to know 
the two ends, our prayers can be directed to those hitherto 
unknown points where the enemy makes strong his battle. 

Colportage, while neither the only nor the most effective 
method of book distribution, is the most obvious. Furthermore. 
it is more directly under our control th ell1 other methods. Some 
idea, too, can be formed of the placim; of the books. Each 
colporteur sells only in his o\\-n province, and furnishes the Press 
with a \\"eekly list of the places visited and number of books sold 
in each. How often has one heard the remark. "The colporteurs 
go to the Christians." It is true that the larger books are bought 
by Christians, Copts or Evang-elicals, but that is not to say that 
the colporteur does not sell books to :\1oslems, still less that he 
does not try to do so. Our colporteurs are nO\\- asked to report 
each week to whom their books \\-ere sold. Accuracy in figures 
is impossible, but from the reports it can be estimated that the 
colporteurs are selling some books to l\-Ioslems, and in some cases 
as many as half of the total copies sold are bein).! distributed 
amongst Moslems. The writer rimself has seen colporteurs, 0n 
their o\\"n initiative, approach and sell books to Moslems. \Vhen 
epcouragec1, thev approach many more than they \I-oldd hm-e done 
had the" been alone. It is here that the presence of a European 
helps. Even of the books which the colporteurs sell to Christians. 
many reach Moslem heads if not Mo-;]em hands. This will be 
mad~ clear in considering other means whereby our message 
reaches the Moslems. 

Mention has vet to be made of direct sales through book 
depots and in markets. These are small, but two distinct classes 
of Moslems are reached; it is a far cn from the student who is 
attracted into the depot by a dictionary', and whose eye is caught 
by a Christian book, to the old fellah who can but spell out a few 
simple words and yet buys a small book in a market to take to his 
home. 
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Intensive work is the feature of "the faithful four's" 
systematic distribution every Thursday night. Each week they 
take I ,000 or even I ,500 leaflets and distribute them mostly 
among students. While a number of student are Copts, it is 
true that at least ninety per cent. of them are Moslems. These 
leaflets, though not specially prepared for Moslems or in any way 
controversial, have a proportionately greater influence on the 
young student, in that they deal with the very things that are a 
problem in his life, while they bear a continued testimony to the 
saving power of Christ. 

Al! these are direct methods of distribution, by which the 
Press distributes the books and tracts which it publishes. Our 
object always has been, and we hope ever will be, to serve other 
Societies. It might seem at times as if we were enlisting their 
services to help us in our distribution. \Vhether we serve them or 
they help us, is eventually the same; for as our object is one, we 
are engaged in a joint venture for the spread of the Gospel. We 
are indeed fortunate in finding those who co-operate with us in 
distributing our books. These distribution partners, scattered 
over Egypt, receive as many of our books as they can use free, 
and distribute them. It is a great sight to see one of these 
Missionaries going back to a country station with his car literally 
weighed down under the burden of 10,000 or so tracts and book­
lets. He will not use all these himself, but by dealing them out 
in small quantities to fellow missionaries, evangelists and volun­
teers, the tracts will be usefully scattered over a large area, and 
many, if not most, ,viII be placed in the hands of Moslems, with 
a word of personal recommendation. This is work in which the 
co-operation of other Christians is essential. 

What the distribution partners do on a big scale, many 
individuals do on a small scale. Some of these are missionaries 
who prefer to buy what they give away, O'r who can only use 
small quantities, others are Egyptians, who buy either from the 
Dep6t or from the colporteurs, evangelistic leaflets for distribu­
tion amongst their Moslem friends. Some of the shopkeepers in 
provincial towns always have some of our" tracts for Moslems" 
to' give any Moslem customers. 

Some time ago, the writer was surprised by the eagerness 
displayed by Copts for books which had been written expressly for 
Moslems. They seemed especially interested in the larger and 
more controversial works. A great deal of light was thrO'wn, on 
this questiO'n by a conversation with a young Copt in the train. 
He told me hO'w he was always discussing with Moslems, and 
how he found his knowledge quite inadequate to meet their argu­
ments, and therefore he was desirous of procuring some of our 
larger books, in order, as he put it, that he might "reproduce 
these arguments" in his discussion with the Moslems. 

The Eastern mind is more adapted to memoris,ing than to 
summarising. The use which would be made of our books would 
not be the use which an Englishman would make of a book. The 
latter would take the one point he wanted, re-clothe it in his own 
words, and use it. The Easterner would e.robably reproduce the 
argument in very much the form in which he had read it. Thus 
a Copt. who reads our books to help him in his discussions with 
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Moslems, might almost be regarded as reading the book aloud to 
his Moslem friends. 

Literature distribution is not reaching all, by one way, but by 
all means reaching some. Directly and indirectly the message 
reaches those who are its object. Time and energy and money 
are involved in distributing. Publishing may be expensive, but 
distribution is doubly so. Every new avenue that opens up is a 
new source of joy and should be a new burden in prayer. Some 
of these ways have been traced, that our readers may tread those 
ways in prayer, and thus ensure that their possibilities are fully 
explored. Some of these ways are as yet unknown to us and 
perhaps yet undiscovered. Prayer too is needed in discovering 
new ways of placing the books in the hands of those who as yet 
are unreached by our message. 

J. R. MENZIES . .. 
Papus on €gpPt. 

NO.2. 
(Written by the late J. Martin Cleaver, for the January 

number of " Blessed be Egypt," in the year I goo. ) 

t
RAVELLING from Alexandria up to Cairo, our train 

traverses the Beheirah Province for almost two hours 
before we get our first glimpse of the Nile, or rather 
the western branch of it. At Kafr ez Zayat the 
railway crosses the river on a fine bridge, and here 
we enter the 

GHARBIYEH PROVINCE, 

the largest and most populous of the fourteen provinces of Egypt. 
It is situated between the Rosetta and Damietta branches of the 
river, extending as far as the Mediterranean on the north, and 
bounded on the south by the Menoufiyeh Province, which lies 
right in the fork of the two branches. Like all the Delta, except 
in the extreme north, where the land is still sandy and marshy, 
almost every foot of ground is under cultivation. Cotton, rice, 
maize, barley, wheat, simsim, &c., cover the ground in a con­
tinuous succession, two, or even three, crops a year being taken 
off it by the patient labour of the fellah. 

The province contains a total population of 1,297,656 souls, 
of whom only 24,583 are nominal Christians, and 1,273,073, or 
98.1 per cent. Moslems! It is divided into eleven governmental 
districts, with 2,133 towns, villages, and centres of population, 
of which 384 exceed 1,000, and 12 contain more than 10,000 souls. 

The districts are as follow :-
Name of No. of Popu. Nameof No. of Popu-
Distr·ct. VilIages. lation. District. Villages. lation. 

1. Belcas 24 93,921 7. El Mehallet el 
2. El Borlas 2 18,163 Kubra 62 166,951 
3. Dessouk 38 100,988 8. Es Sinta 51 120,171 
4. Foua ... 19 49,975 9. Tal Kha 51 95,001 
5. Kafresh Sheikh 82 125,nO 10. Tanta 65 238,042 
6. Kafr ez Zayyat 60 153.211 11. Zifteh 61 135,503 

The figures are bald and unromantic, but they represent real 
need, and it is only by taking them up district by district and 
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laying them out before God in earnest prayer, that they will 
speak with a living voice to our souls. There is no interest to 
the casual reader in this table, but to the one whom God has 
burdened with a sense of His need, and who has gladly taken on 
Himself the fellowship of prayer for this land, it will, we believe, 
prove a useful stimulant to definite intercession. 

The seat of the Mudeer, or Governor of the province, is 
Tanta, the third largest town in Egypt, a most thriving, busy 
place, and as wicked and bigoted as it is large. It is the scene 
of three great festivals in the year in honour of the Moslem saint 
Bedawi, when pilgrims from all parts of the Moslem world congre­
gate to the number of several hundreds of thousands, especially to 
the one held in the month of August. As a matter of fact, the 
honour consists in giving themselves over, for the time being, to 
debauchery and sin. Tanta is, we may say, the key of the 
province, being a centre from which radiate railways and canals 
to the utmost extremities. Here, then, very fittingly, is the 
headquarters of 

THE FORCE MEETING THE NEED 

villages, and hamlets. The missionary force consists of one 
American of this province, with its 1,297,656 souls, scattered over 
2,000 towns, missionary and his wife, two lady doctors, and one 
single lady, all living in Tanta, a city, as we said before, of 
60,000 inhabitants and the centre of a district of 65 villages and 
238,042 souls. Ten out of the eleven districts are without any 
resident foreign missionary. There is an organised native 
Church at Tanta with 53 members and an average attendance at 
the Sunday morning service of 87. There are also four other 
centres in which regular services are held in the school house by 
an evangelist or school teacher, but as yet there is only one 
Church member and an average gross attendance at all these 
services of 76. In six out of the eleven districts no preaching 
place is to be found, and in four not even a Protestant or Evan­
gelical day school. Our brethren of the American Mission have 
also twelve boys' and four girls' day schools, employing 26 
teachers, with an aggregate attendance of 747 boys and 204 girls, 
probably one-half being Moslems. Add to this three colporteurs 
of the Mission, who visit the towns and villages of this province 
and that of Menoufiyeh with the Scriptures, and we have the total 
agency now in operation for the evangelization of this vast and 
populous province. We may say that the government returns 
show 91.7 per 1O0 of the men and 99.8 per 1O0 of the women 
illiterate. 

This, then, is the army of the Lord sent out against the 
bigotry and blasphemy of I s13.m , and the ignorance and indiffer­
ence of the lapsed or so-called Christian churches. Granted 
every Protestant Church member a thorough-going missionary­
would that this were so even in the home churches !-we have 
only 54 amongst a population of one and a quarter millions, and 
53 of these are in one place!! "One shall chase a thousand, 
and two put ten thousand to flight." It is well we have behind 
us the God of impossibilities, for on no other basis could we hope 
to make headway. 
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Continuing our railway journey from Alexandria to Cairo, 
shortly after leaving Tanta we enter the 

MENOUFIYEH PROVINCE, 

which is generally considered the richest of all the provinces of 
Egypt, and, in. proportion to its size, the most densely populated. 
Iflies right in the fork of the two branches of the Nile, and is a 
veritable garden. The whole question of Egypt is water. Where­
ever the river comes there is life, sandy deserts become fruitful 
fields, and crops seem to rise like magic to the creak of the 
" sakiyeh" and " shadoof" out of the rich brown mud brought 
down by Father Nile, and distributed by numberless canals over 
the face of the country. Like arteries and veins, these channels 
carry the life-giving fluid over the whole Delta, and all the skill 
and ingenuity that men are capable of is brought to bear on the 
problem of the conservation and distribution of this wonderful 
energy. What a lesson is here for the Church of God! Just 
think of the river of God, which is "full of water," the mighty 
river of the Holy Ghost, life-giving, soul-reviving, regenerating, 
renewing, flowing down from the very throne of God and of the 
Lamb, through the weary desert of this poor world. Its only 
hope, the only means by which it may rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. Yes, the river is full, the river is flowing, but God is seek­
ing channels by which the life-giving stream may be brought to 
the needy places. Ask God, dear brother and sister, if there is 
not some place lying scorched and barren to which you were 
meant to have been the channel for the living water. Out in the 
great Nubian desert are found traces of what have been ancient 
canals. No sign of vegetation now, where once the rice and 
" bersum " waved; all sand; death reigning supreme! The 
channels got choked, that was all. May God in His mercy pre­
serve us workers in Egypt, and you dear Prayer Circle members 
from ever becoming choked channels. It will mean a spiritual 
waste, not only in the home circle and church, but also in the 
far-off heathen field, where God once used you as a channel 
through which to pour His life. 

Returning to the need of this beautiful province we are 
considering, we find a total population of 864,206, of whom 
836,548 are Moslems, and 27,658 nominal Christians. The 
province is' divided into 5 districts, containing 775 centres of 
population. The following table gives at a glance the districts 
and distribution of popUlation :-

Name of District. 
Ashmoun 
Shibfu el Kftm ••. 
Quesna 
Meuouf 
Talit ... 

No. of Villages. 
66 
67 
66 
~7 

66 

Population. 
J 36,857 
192,703 
143,040 
208,013 
183,593 

As is found all through Egypt, many of the villages are small, 
but still we have in this province 273 with a population of over 
1,000 and 28 over 5,000. Each one of these districts would cOn­
stitute a considerable parish for an energetic band of workers, 
but the sad fact is that until within the last few weeks there has 
been 
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No FOREIGN MISSIONARY RESIDENT IN THE WHOLE· PROVINCE! 

Our brother Rev. Kelly Giffen, of Tanta, has had the oversight 
of this whole field, in addition to his work in a city of 60,000 lying 
in a district of a quarter of a million, situated in a province of It 
millions, in which he is the only male foreign missionary. A few 
weeks ago two brethren of the North Africa Mission went to 
Shibin el Kum, and have succeeded in securing a house, which, 
we trust, will become a centre of great blessing among the large 
Moslem population round about. The American Mission .have 
two preaching centres, with a Church membership of seven and 
an average attendance at the Sunday morning service of eight. 
In addition to these, they have three day schools with four 
teachers and 146 boys and three girls. The colportage work of 
this province is done in conjunction with the Gharbiyeh. 

Five times a day, at dawn, at midday, in the afternoon, at 
sunset, and lastly, when the darkness draws round, the 
" muezzin" from his lofty minaret calls-" Come to prayer! ! " 
The majority of the faithful are, however, either asleep, or busy 
at their work, or eating, or playing, and so the call is unheeded. 
Is there no lesson for us in this? God Himself is calling the 
Church to prayer for the great Mohammedan world. Surely, He 
will not call us in vain. Think of His need, and then remember 
that the call is to the" fellowship of His Son" in His ceaseless 
intercession. 

J. M. C. 

[tUns from a mlsslonarp In fb¢ Sudan. 
Heiban, Southern Jebels, Kordofan, 

A-£" Sudan 
DEAR MISS VAN SOMMER, 4/9/29' 

"

HREE months have passed since my return to the Sudan 
iii from furlough in Alexandria. I would like to tell you a 
,~ d little about the journey and some impressions I formed, 

-"""""" and continue them in another letter. 
Forty miles from Abri Heiban is the Abri Mission Station, 

where Mr. and Mrs. Mills first commenced to work in 1921, and 
who now have the assistance of Mr. and Mrs. Lunn. You mav 
remember that in past years attempts to establish a missio~ 
school here met with indifferent success; and, at a meeting of the 
Field Council held last year, it was decided to close this station. 
You can imagine how, after eight years of hard work, our 
workers, there were cheered, when, soon after this decision was 
made, the boys arrived in such numbers and had to be turned 
away almost daily for a time. Nearly 50 boys were there at 
school when I passed through. Not only did they come but they 
have also stayed, and the school at Abri is now an established 
institution. The Field Council has seen fit to rescind its former 
decision. Surely God's hand has been working to bring about 
this result. 

As we leave the encircling range of mountain and hills at 
Heiban, and move out into the great stretch of open country, I 
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feel more and more impressed with the vastness of this country, 
which is but a fraction of the great African continent. The 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan stretches from north to south for 1,200 

miles, and from east to west for 1,000 miles, and has a population 
of 6~ million. LO'ng days of treking on camels seem to increasle 
distances; but on my outgoing journey from Reiban I travelled 
by the Mission motor to El Obeid, the terminus of the Sudan 
railway, and capital of the recently amalgamated Kordofan and 
Nuba Mountain Provinces, the latter province being now called 
the Southern Jebels of Kordofan. El Obeid is the name which 
tells of Pasha Ricks Egyptian army massacred by the Mahdi. 
It has a population of 17,000. 

Let us join with the many who are praying for the evangel­
isation of the countries, partly or wholly Moslem, of Europe, 
Asia and Africa, with their vast Moslem population of 235 
million. Let us pray for the prevention of the spread of Islam 
soiuthwards intO' the Angh·Egyptian Sudan. 

Yours sincerely, 

N. M. CAMERON. 

Book Dotlcts. 
AN' ApPRECIATION OF ROSA E. MARGERISON. Edited by E. Paine. 

In Booklet fO'rm and Illustrated. NO'w ready. ~C>rice O'ne 
shilling (Q1r 5 pt.). PO'stage Id. extra. 

Copie'S can be obtained from Miss D. MacInnes, Whin Croft, 
How Mill, Carlisle; Miss E. Paine, 162, Wilbury Road, Letch­
worth, Hertsl; Y. W.e.A., 17, Clifford Street, BO'nd Street, 
London; Y.W.C.A.'s inr Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said and Jeru­
s,alem. 

FROM THE HEART OF MOTHERHOOD. By Q1ne whu fathomed its 
pain and its bliss. 3/6 nret. Longmans., Green & Co·., Ltd., 
39, Paternoster Row, London, E.C. 4; New York, Toronto, 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. 
" I read them carefully and thuught them the mOist tender and 

mQlving thingS! I had s,eenr for many a day. They were, in chaste 
and beautiful language, the gradually intensifying and uplifting 
thoughts Q1f a mother on the nearer and nearer apprO'ach Q1f the 
great day that would see the birth of her first baby-thorughts 
lofty and inrspired, and instinct with all that is high and good in 
womanhood . . . I commenld them warmlv and with cunfidence 
to all lovers of tr'ue poetry."-JOHN OXENHAM, in his Fo·reword. 

WORLD DOMINION. An Intemationral Review of Christianr Pro~ 
gress. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea." Issued 
Quartedy, 1/- (post paid 1/2). Annual Subscription, 4/6 
post paid. 

May be Q1btained from the Wodd Dominion Press, 
I, TudOir Street, London, E.C'4. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



THE NILE MISSION PRESS.-Dooatioos and Snbscriptioos received. 
D."'. Be.ell't 
1829. No. ,£ s. d. 

Sept. 2. 18323 • • 4 0 0 

.. 183241 Sp~~ia.1 ~ g ~ 
3. 18325 1 0 0 
.. 18323 .. 4 1 

.. ., 18327 . . 14 7 

.. .. 18328 SpecIal 5 0 0 
5. 18329 10 0 

Da'e. Reeelpt 
1929. No. JJ S. d. 

Oct. H. 18418 2 0 0 
" " 19417 1 11 
.. " 18418 4 0 

" 18419 2 0 
.. 18420 3 8 10 

,. 15. l:~~~ la tg g 
18423 1 1 Q 

6. 183.~O . . n 0 18424 2 II 0 
9. 18331 U.S.A. 2 0 4 lR425 .. 3 3 

.. ,. 18332 2 1l 
,,18333 440 

.. ,. 18334 2 2 0 
" 18335 10 0 

.. .. 18aaS .. 7 0 0 
10. 18337 U B.A. 10 3 10 

.. 12. 18R38 10 0 0 

.. " 18339 Nz~aland 26 10 0 
13. 18340 2 0 0 

.. .. 18341 10 0 
" .. 18342 12 12 7 
,. " 18343 1 2 6 
" ., 18344 5 0 

14. 18345 2 2 0 

18426 {~~~l:~d ~ 1& g 
.. " 1!H27 I 10 10 

18428 2 6 
" .. 18429 2 0 
., 16. IH430 2 0 

IB431 " 10 0 
.. .. 18432 Rpecinl 60 0 0 

., 184113 {Sp~ial ~ 18 g 
,,1S.34 .. 5 0 

" .. 18435 . . ]0 0 
,. .. 18436 .. 1 S 0 
" l7. 18437 Hcotla:nd 1 a 0 

18438 1 0 0 
111346 10 0 0 
18347 8 5 0 

.. ., 18348 7 17 6 

.. .. 18349 Rcollnnd 15 0 I) 

.. .. 18350 \0 0 
•. 16. 183nl to 0 

•. 18352 1 0 0 
.. .. IRSn3 10 0 
.. 17. 18354 18 9 
.. .. 18355 Ii 0 
.. .. ISa56 2 0 0 
.. .. 18357 4 0 

.. 18358 7 0 
.. 1~. 18359 100 0 n 
.. '. laMO 1 1 0 
" " 1llSOI 10 0 
.. le. 18362 10 I) 
.. .' 18363 3 I 
. , .. 18364 .' 5 0 0 
.. .. 18.365 Ca.nada 4 1 7 
., ., 18366 3 4 0 
.. 23. 18387 1 6 
.. .. 18368 17 2 
.. 2~. 18369 1 0 0 

18370 1 0 0 
.. .. 18371 4 0 
.. ., 18372 4 16 6 
" .. IN373 Special 3 0 0 
.. .. 18374 1 0 0 
" 26. 18375 1 15 9! 
.. .. 1H:li6 New 

Zealand 2 10 0 
" ., 18m 1 Ii 

:18. 18378 I 19 S 
.. so. 18!l79 J(J 0 

Oct. }. 18380 1 0 0 
" .. 18i181 I IS 11 
.. .. 183.82 1 10 0 

2. 1&983 4 16 I 
.... 111384 500 
.. .. 18385 2 0 0 

" 111366 5 0 
3. 183!17 10 0 
4. 111388 ., 4 4 

18439 5 0 
., " 18440 4 0 

18Hl 4 ~ 
18442 3 0 
18443 2 8 

., .. 18444 5 0 
" 18.18H5 1H 

18446 \ 3 0 
18447 2 2 0 

.. " 184411 4 II 

.. " 18449 17 6 

.. " 18450 U II 
18451 I 0 a 

., .. 18452 5 0 
" " 18463 4 0 
.. .. 18454 }O 0 

18455 7 3 3i
O 18458 5 0 

.. " 18457 I 0 0 
" " 18458 1 12 9 
" " 1845~ 6 6 

,. 1'9. t~~~ 2 0 Ig 
.. .. 18462 5 0 0 
.. 21. 18463 " 10 0 
.. " 18464 Bcotland ~ 18 J 0 
.. ,. 18165 1 0 0 
.... 18466 300 
.. .. 18467 Ii 0 U 
.. " 18468 ~ 0 

~~. 18469 ~ 0 0 
.. 18470 1 I 0 

.. 23. 18471 5 1 7 
.. 18472 2 II 
'. 18473 .. 1 0 
.. 18474 Sllecial 5 0 0 

24. 18475 .. 6 15 6 
" 18476 5 0 
" 18477 2 3 

'. " 18478 2 0 0 
.. A' 18479 7 17 U 

l!5. 18480 5 0 
.. 18481 200 

26. 18482 2 0 
" 18389 Leltac}' 500 0 0 

" .. 1839C ., fi J7 8 
6.18391 1I 0 0 
" 18392 5 0 

.. .. 18993 10 0 
7.183\1' 1 fi G 
" 18395 2 17 4 

" " 18398 1 0 0 
8. 18397 lOG 
" 18398 5 0 

" .. 183\19 1 8 
9. 18400 10 0 
,,18401 300 

.. " 18402 25 0 0 
.. 18403 5 0 0 

10. 18404 fi 0 
",,18405 26 
" 11. 18406 4 6 
.. .. 18407 6 0 
.. .. 18108 7 6 

.. 18409 2 6 
.. .. 18410 3 14 0 
",,18411 177 

12. 111412 8 8 6 
" 18413 10 • 

14. 184H 5 0 
" " 18415 12 0 

,. 18483 5 15 0 
,,18484 .. IIJO 
" 18485 1 Spe~ial Sf g g 

" 28. 18486 6 0 
" .. 18487.. 5 6 

,. 18488 .. 5 0 0 
30. 18489 Speci al 70 0 0 

184110 { g g g 
.. ,,18491 . . 1 0 e 

18'112 {Special 1 0 0 
• N.Zea\alld 9 18 4 

.. ., 18493 U .. S.A. 2 0 0 
" 31. ms. 2 0 
.. .. l84\)5 1 If 
.. " 18496 2 0 
.... 18497 30 
.. " 18498 10 6 

Nov. 4. 18400 1 5 4 
18!'i00 5 6 
18501 10 0 
18502 6 0 
18503 6 0 
18504 1 0 0 
18505 1 13 S 
18506 1 16 6 

D .. ",. lIecelpt 
19\19. No. 

No". 4. 1860i 
6.18508 •. 

1H509 Scotlalld 
" .. 18510 

" 181111 
" ., 1851~ 
.. •. 18513 

II. 18514 
.. " 18516 
" " 18518 
" .. 181117 

.. 18518 
7. 18619 

" " 18520 
.. ,. 18521 
.. 8. 18622 
" ,. 18623 
., 9. 18524 
" " 18525 

18526 
.. ,,11.1527 .. 
.. " 18528 Speci al 

18529 
16530 .. 
18581 f;p~~ial 
18532 .• 

.. .. 18533 
" ,. 18534 

n. 1~IiB5 
.. " 1S.~36 
.. " 1S.~97 
.. " 18538 
.. " 18539 

IBMO 
" .• 18541 
.. 12. 1854.2 

.. 18543 
,. .. 18544 
.. 13. 18545 
,. " 18546 
" .. 18547 
.. 14. 18548 
" ., 1854P .. 
,. " 18550 Special 
.. 15. 18551 Scotland 
.. " 18552 
,. " 1S.~53 
" .. 180M 
•. .. 185&5 
" 16. 18556 

JI .. 4. 
, 0 
5 

311 
!l 0 

2 2 0 
18 8 

Ii 5 0 
10 0 0 

]0 0 
] 0 0 

10 0 
3 0 0 

5 0 
8 0 

1 14 , 
1 5 9 
a 2 0 

2 0 
1 1 0 
6 & 0 

21 0 0 
:! 0 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 
10 0 

5 1510 
1 8 lot 
1 3 0 
1 Ii 8 

6 0 
o 0 
~ 0 
o 0 
1 0 

1 6 • 
2 6 0 
2 2 0 
2 a 0 

2 {I 
o 0 
5. 0 

3 6 8 
2 2 0 
1 • 0 
I 0 0 
1 0 0 
7 6 8 
6 16 0 
220 

8 
2 .• 18. 18M7 

,. " lx5fi8 0 

" .. 18;;59. :1 R 
19. 18580 • D 0 

.. .. 185Al ., 1 0 0 

.. ,,18562 .. 20 
18563 ~Seot,land 3 1\ 0 

.' I.. 5 (I 0 
.. ., 18584 3 00. 0 

•. 18566 1 0 
.. 21. 18566 7 6 
.. .. 18567 II 0 
.. .' 18668.. 6 0 

25. 18569 Victoria • 
Australia 40 6 0 

2 0 
:! 0 

200 
10 0 
10 0 

500 

". .. 18570 
.. .. 18571 
.. .. 18572 
" .• 18573 
.. 26. 18574 
.. " 18:;75 
" .. 18fi7S 
" 27. 18fi77 
" 211. 18578 

8 6 
1 0 0 
34. 

£1370 IS 6 

G.neral Purpose.­
Amounts alreadY 

ackllowledged 2661 6 ~ 
All above .. 1158 3 

£381910 Ot 

Sptt'./a/ PllrpD".­
Amounts already 

ackllowledged 1035 10 
AB abon 212 10 lJ ---

£l248 9 3 
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t;pmn 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 

In. trouble or in joy, 

The praises of my God shall still 

My heart and tongue employ. 

o magnify the Lord with me, 

With me exalt His name; 

When in distress to Him I called 

He to my rescue came. 

The hosts of God encamp around 

The dwellings of the just; 

Deliverance He affords to all 

Who on His succour trust. 

o make but trial of His love, 

Experience will decide 

How blest are they, and only, they 

Who in His truth confide. 

Fear Him, ye saints; and you will then 

Have nothing else to fear; 

Make you His service your delight, 

Your wants shall be His care. 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

The God Whom we adore, 

Be glory, as it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. xxx. APRIL, 1930. No. 123. 

€dUortal. 
" Trust ill him at all times; .I'e people pour out YOUy heart 

before him: God is a 'refuge tor us.·J-PSALM lxii. 8. 
"My heart trusted in him, IIl1d ] am helped: the-re/ore my 

heart greatly' rejoiceth," and ~['ith my song 'will I praise him.)) 
-PSALM xxviii. 7. 

" And he hath put a new song in my 1110'1/1 It, e'ven praise unto 
our God. lI.faHV shall see 'it. (Jnd fear, a.nd shall trust in the 
Lord."-PsALM·xl. 3. ' 

As we look back over twenty-five years of our Lord '5 loving­
kindness to us, and to the \\ork He has entrusted to our hands, 
we offer to Him Ollr deep thanksgiving and praise. \Ve hegan 
as a ven' small mission, with few rl'sourees, and very fe",,' 
\\'orkers, 'but He has set (lur feet in a large place. and has 
extended the work on eVlTV side. 

And still we are hut :;1 the heginning' or what needs to be 
done. \Ve pray that C,od ",ill enable us tn send His message to 
many hidden and litlle-knm\'l1 places and people. 'VI' would ask 
Him to lead us into paths we have not known, and to those who 
h3\'c never heard of the Lord Jesus. and or His salyation. "May 
we carry the words or eternal life to thel11. It has only been by 
trusting Him all the way through that anything has been done, 
and we would ask lhat many will join us as \H' paul' out our 
hearts before Him, and rummit our ,,'av to Him arresh. :\fay 
He he glorified through the Nil!, IVIissiOll Press. . 

+ 
Cbt CommUttt's Cw¢nrp"nrrb Jlnnual Rtporf. 

IT is with deep gTHtitutie: to Almighty fiod 
that the Committee are able to pre­
sent their h,"enty-fifth Annual Report to their 
supporters. 

The ~ile l\'Tission Press, launched in faith 
and sturdy in its adherence to the \iVord of 
God, mu~t of necessit'l! receive its buffetings 

in order that it may be proved. The 
N.:\f.P. has ridden over many a 
rough sea, at times almost appear­
ing to he submerged, only to rise 
again strongel' than ever, and as the 
tw(>ntv-sixth ,'ear of the work 
advallces the 'Co.mmittee realise how 

111u('h God has blessed. He' alone knows' 110'\" far 
its influence has been extended in lives, as well as in 
countries. 

They are thankful for their growing Staff, \yhich no.w co.n­
sists of Mr. and Mrs. LTpson, ,,'ho. co.mmenced the ,york in 1905, 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Miss Mollison (1926), Mr. John R. Menzies and Mr. George 
\\'ald (1927), Mr. Jas. E. Kinnear (1928), and Miss Lucy Baker 
(1929), and these seven European workers form a solid founda­
tion upon which to build in the future. 

Miss Mollison has heen able to return after sick furloug-h. 
It is only natural that Mr. Upson's health has felt the strain 

of these 2S years, but it is hoped that, with care, he may still 
have years of service before him, and now that the young"er mem­
bers of the Staff arc learning- the language, the COll1mittee 
earnestly trust that the strain may he lifted. 

\Vith regard to the Home end, a change has been made. 
Mr. F. Harold Peacock has heen appointed in place of the Rey. 
T. \V. :\fason as Deputation Secretary, and it is hoped that, in 
the Autumn he wi1I he able to pay a visit to Egypt and Palestine, 
which should further fit him for his deputation work. 

It was with a sense of loss that the Committee heard that 
Miss Blaikie, of the Egypt General Mission, \\'ho for some time 
had been so generously helping in the work of the Junior Depart­
ment, had founel it necessary to resign. Mr. Menzies is now 
preparing to take the supervision of that work. Mr. Kinnear is 
in charge of the French Department. Miss Armitage having 
kindly helped to stop the gap whilst Miss Mollison was ill, has 
returned to her o\\'n sphere of labour in Algeria, where the Com­
mittee wish her every blessing. 

Lastly, but by no means least, they wish to record their 
thanks to the Rev. S. 1\L Zwemer, D. D., as he resigns the 
Chairmanship of the Publication Committee, which he has held 
for so many years, to take up a Chair at the Princetowl1i U niver­
sity in America. For all his generous help in the years which are 
g-one, they are gratdul, and are g-la<1 to know that he continues 
his great interest in the work. 

"It was, with deep regret that the Committee heard that the 
Rev. Henry Bilkert, of the Arabian l\liss,ion, their Agent in Busra, 
had been killed in a \Vahhabi raid, and they extend much SYIl1-

pathy to his relatives and friends·, . . 
Several friends, of the Mission, all of whom had been intenselY 

interested il1l the work for many years" have also passed a\\"a~" 
during the year, notably the Rev. Chas. Inwood, D. D., Albert 
A. Head, Esq., and Miss A. L. Hunt. 

As the Committee SUiI'Ve)' the work accomplished dUi! ing the 
period, they realize that their worker'S have had a very difficult 
year indeed from many standpoinfsi. The riots in Palestine proved 
a time of real anxiety, and they feel it must be recognised that 
the trouble is not yet at an end. 

They are thankful to be able to state that, even with this and 
O'ther hindrances, the distribution of literature increased by 82,39.1 
books and pamphlets, which \vent to 2S different countries. The 
names of these are separately mentioned in Mr. Upson's Report, 
which is appended. The languages in which they were printed 
are Arabic, French, English and Persian. 

In a remarkable \vay, God guided Mr. \Vald back to Palestine 
just before the troubles, broke O'uf, and, except for one week, the 
Bookshop in Khan es Zeit remained open. They are glad to 
report that its s'ales have increased. 
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Notes of the wurk in Palestine appear under a separate 
heading. 

Their work in Algeria has received an impetus. \\Turk­
ing in close harmon), with them, Mr. Theobald, uf the Algier.,;, 
Mission Band, has, been able to' raise the distribution fr'om 
5,397 copies to 17,164. In Eastern Algeria a new Colporteur 
has been appointed, ~Ir. Salvador Lull, at Setif, and their other 
Colporteur, Salvador Munioz, is working \"ith Mr. \Vigg at 
ReIizane on the Western side. Both are duing excellent wurk, 
and anuther man is in training. 

Their ne,," car, \vhich has been specially constructed, was 
uuable to' leave for the SO'uth before the end of the vear. 

\Vhilst on the subject of Colportage, they \yish to state that 
an experiment has been made recently, starting in December last, 
of allowing ~Ir. \Vald to visit with the Egyptian Colporteurs. 
His report seems so encouraging that there is a possibility of 
appointing a European ~who could regularly visit and sell books 
with the native Colporteurs, The men greatly appr'eciate this 
personal touch and are very willing to. wurk, but need encOIurage­
ment. It is note"lJIrthy that our Saviour usually sent His disciples 
t\\'o and t\\'o. It s:till appears, to be the ideal method. 

The Colportage work in Palestine has been, owing to the 
riuts" very difficult, and the Committee are SOirry tOI have to report 
the death of one of their men, \\'hose district was across the Jordan. 
His place has not yet been filled. 

Mr. Upson tells of what has been termed" The Week of 
\ \,itness," in which the members of the Nile Mission Press were 
glad to, join. Several Societies and Church l\lembers banded 
themselves together, and the results exceeded their expectations. 

The Committee still retain an interest in Bookshops" in 
Bombay and Aleppo, aI1id they hope that: these centres, may be 
maintain:ed. Their wis,h for a centre in Persia has nO't yet been 
realised, and they would a~k special prayer that this' may be 
accomplished iill the: furthcoming year. A suggestion of Books,hops 
in other directions is' alsO' under consideration:. 

Turning" to Finance, they have been thankful to be entrusted 
with incr'eas,ed receipts of £'[ ,686 lOS,. 7d. over the previO'us year, 
;ll1Id in viC'\\' OIf the fact that considerable help had becn previuusly 
obtained from the Milton Stewart Trust Fund, which has come 
to an end, it: was' ,,"ith a real sense of Praise to God that they 
received two 0'1' threel legacie's to\\'ards, the' work. The full State­
ment of Receipts and Expenditure is printed in this, numbei. 

The Committee expre>s their thanks, to those who have 
helped them in the past year~the Christian Literature Society 
for Moslems; the Bible Lands Missions' Aid Society; the All 
Nations Missionary Union; and many other friends who have 
supported the \\'ork of colportage, etc. 

They wish alsO' to thank all those \\'ho are praying for the 
work, and as they seek to go forward, trust there may be a COHes:­
ponding ur'gency in prayer, that the vitalising power of the Spirit: 
may be upon all branches of the work. 

Mr. Upson has made a short list at the end of his Report of 
ways in which special donations can be used, and the Committee 
submit these for the cO'nsideration of their friends. 
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U forward." 
25th ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NILE tMISSION PIlESS. 

". NYWHERE," said Livingstone, "provided it be 
Forward." The Nile Mission Press has" during 
the patSt year, goue, forward. Its pace could never 
be that of .at~ airship con:peting for the SC~1llIeider 

~:J-" -=) cup, rather IS It the determmed progress, of a lJfeboat, 
battling with hUlge waves, e!Ver and anDn being lost 

sight: of, yet again reappearing 0'01 the crest of the billow, and 
always nearer tal its goal-the perishing mariners, on yonder wreck. 

In the twenty-five year'S of its hiSitory it has never failed to, 
pr'Oduce--on an averagef--One new publication a fortnight, 680 
in all to date, and all loyal to Holy Scripture. 

Sur'ely this, is in obedience to our Lord's ownl command (Ex. 
xiv. 15): "Speak unto the children of Israel that they go for­
ward!" \"hat,? Forward to th'e Red Sea" with Pharaoh'sl host 
pre'ssing behind!? Yes, indeed. Forward! "Remember Lot's 
wife. " 

Longfellow's beautiful poem, set to music, still rings, in the 
memory ftom boyhood daysl: its, hero presses forward to scale 
the Alpine heights regardiessl of all his, friends' pleaS!. 

" Try not the pass," the old man said, 
" Dark lowers the tempest overhead, 

The roaring torrent is deep and wide! " 
And loud that clarion voice replied, 

" Excelsior! Ex-cel-si-or!" 

" Beware the pine-tree's withered branch! 
Beware the awful avalanche! " 
This was the peasant's last good-night, 
A voice replied, far up the height, 

"Excelsior! Ex-cel-si-or! " 

* * * 
" Give me a faith which ventures to the End, 

That meets the Road's disa~ters, unafraid; 
And, laughing, scales the heights for love of Thee." 

I.-Beginning at Headquarters. 

LITERATURE WORK naturally divides, itself into the two all­
important: sectionsl of Productionl and Distribution. Firstly, let 
UIS tell of our PRODUCTION. 

vVhen should a personl write a book or pamphlet? It has been 
well said, "Nort: whenl he has tOi write somethinlg, but when he 
has, somethi'ng t.o w'rite." How and where can he obtain the 
il1ispirationl? The ans.wer is that there is but one way to write 
ani Arabic t,rac:t~onl Ollie's knleesl! (In the East we mo,re ohen 
pray stand£ng). Some of oUir most God-used pu:blication~ have 
been givenl to us' at such times, of prayer. To, this. end, our office 
staff meets every mo,r'n.ing tOI commence the day's wOlrk with prayer. 

The chief issueS! of the year, actually printled by us" have 
beenl in t'he: following languages :-Arabic, Persian, French and 
English. 
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r. Arabic. 

\Ve have so often given full lists of our new Arabic puhlica­
tions that perhaps this year we may save space by merely remark­
illig that Dur oul1::prut has heern up to usual standard; in fact, one 
of ollr ne,,! books~Rev. Ibrahim Sa'eed's .. Exposition of St. 
LUlke "-has distinctly passed all standards, literary, typographical 
Of expository; and Ylre have received manlY words of cOn1menda­
tiol1l. Altho.ugh a large handsomely-bound book of 662 pagesl, 
over 450 copies Were soJd in the firsti three months. 

Of our many other new publications; we need only mention 
"God's \Vay of Salvation," notewO'rthy as having sold 3.500 
eopies in the first ten. months. 

The abO've publicatiollJ wo.rk would n.ot have been possible 
without the kind grants received from the American Literature 

TUB NILE MISSION PRESS, CAIRO. 

Showing a part of the main building in which our Sheikh's literary work is doue 
and the Book Depot. 

Society fm J\'loslem5 and the Religious. Tract Society. For out!" 
free grants we may mention the help received frDm the Scripture 
Gift Mission and individual donors. 

2. El-Bnreed. 
vVe are pleased to· J"epof't that this. bi-ling-ual mOlIthly maga­

zine'-in. happy cOl-operatio'J.lJ with the Post Office Christian As'SOCia­
tion---has takelli its. share in a move forward. Among· other things 
tllf' trips taken by ~h. Menzies, I'vlr. Kinnear, and Butws Eff. 
h~ve resu,]ted in an increase of nearly 200 subscribers!. For this 
we thank God and take courage. Granted that these new sub­
scriberS' are not, in many cases, members of the Post Office' ser­
vices.! yet we are yery glad t(} have them for tWD reasons.; the 
first that they may hear and receive the Gospel message which 
is given iIlI these pages withOlut fear ()ir favQIlur; and the second 
is that their subscriptions are decidely useful, and help tOi keep 
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the magazin.e runn,ing-. And all magazine readers become inter­
ested in our notices, 0'£ new books. 

Since the completiQln Q1f twenty-five year'S Q1f N.M.P. work 
does not meani that we are tQl slack rowing and rest upon our oars, 
but rather tOI receive fresh cheer to send the lifeboat forward, 
we have decided to mark the Silver' Jubilee of the N.M.P. by 
converting" EI-Bar'eed " int'Q1 an iIlustr'ated magazin:e. At present 
there will be but' tWQl pages, 0'£ illustrations, but' this may develop 
into greater things by a later stage. Mr. Menzies has, ably edited 
the magazine this year with the help of Sheikh Iskander. 

\Ve were much impressed to hear frQlm the Pastor of a 
G.M.S. Chur'ch in Transjordan that he had read a11l exho'r'tation in 
the Sept~ember niumber of "EI-Bareed," the. purport of which 
was " tOl be ready to meet God at an.y moment"; then witihin a 
cQluple of oays he passed throug-h the mOGt: harrQlwing experience 
possible t'Q1 mam It appears that hisi brother and family started 
a trip by a public autobus; a collision; occurred, and the benzine 
caughtl fire, and his, brO'ther and child were burn:t to, death, no one 
being able tal approHch the flames. The effect on the PastQlr was 
ter'rible, but, as, he wrote for the next number of " El-Bareed," 
" I had been prepar'ed by your warni11lg the month before to be 
pfepan~d to meet God at any moment." That had solemn:ised 
him, and to some extent prepared him. SOl God uses the meslsage 
in: unexpect'ed ways,. 

3. FreniCh. 

" Les, sept: secrets dll' chemin de Dieul." (This, is ~liss Trotter's 
most helpful book, "The Sevenfold Secret ")_ 

" Lesi lis blancs d'etang_" (:'Iliss, Trotter's" \Vater-Lilies," 
a 4 pp. leaflet, illustrated). 

" Les filIes du Rori." (Miss Gralltoff's new bOiok of E. A. 
Wood's pictures illustrating- Solomon's "Virtuous 
Woman" of Proverhs xxxi.). 

" La guzzana et Ie collier." (One of Miss, Trotter's, Story­
Parables fOf Women-illustrated-" The Fortune-TelI~r 
and the Necklace "). 

4. EngUsh. 
" A Twice-Born Turk." 

the remmilscences 
Abdallah). 

;,. Persian. 

(A book of q8 pages, containing 
or life-story of the late Sheikh 

" In Confidence" (for S.P.C.K., I~fahan, finished in early 
spring). 

Following three for Intermis,sion Literature Committee:­
" Sevenfold Secret" (finished in spring. This book evidently 

gives great pleasure in Pers,ia. V;e par'tly financed it 
from Miss, Tr'ortter's fund fm foreign: languages). 

" Perfect Law." (A 32 pp. tract, very attractively got up, 
but it is difficult to· get this irto Persia. Finis,hed in the 
SUlmmer). 

" Apolo of the Pigmy Forest." (A 60 pp. translation of Arch­
deacon Lloyd's book. I1lustrated with four pictures sent 
out from England). 
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There is: OIne question sometimes, raised by visitors; "Since 
you are pushin.g forward inl sal many ways" why dOl you nOlt use 
an Arabie type-setting machine"? The reason is, that Arabic 
has, sO' far never been well aligned, i. e., no onle' has yet overcome 
the difficulty that some Arabic characters shOluld be written: higher 
than others, whereas ill' any type-setting machine they obviOlusly 
need tOi be placed side by side. The agent of one of the great 
corporations visited me inl Cairo three months, ago, and said that 
he hopers, to' be able to provide for 320 characters out of the 350 
which are used at present. Arabic newspaper's, in Cairn have tried 
machine-setting, but: reverted to hand-setting until greater 
improvements are introduced. Meanwhile the Egyptians and 
Syrians are full crf initiative, H.M. The King setting the example 
by offering a prize to the invento'r of Arabic "capital letters" ! 
(This, of course, dOles not: apply to English). 

Freshening up. So far' as, possible I have tried to arrange 
that each literary assistant should take his turn: at a journey among 
the people, this, to keep him from "staling," a state which is 
ea;~y of acquisition! In February Mr. J. R. Menzies, visited the 
Delta, al1ld in November 1\1r. J. E. Kinnear made a trip in Middle 
and Upper Egypt as far as Assiut. 'Vhich of us does not 100ng 
to leave the routine work of administration to get" OIut with the 
boy",," as St. John Adcock says ill' describing the feelingsl of ani 
Anzac soldier who had Im,t a leg in the 'Var ;-

" I thank the Lord, though my body'~ broke, and I'm hobbled 
so hard and fast, 

I've still got a hefty two-legged soul, and it's out with the 
boys to the last." 

Those ,,·ho have to ,,'ork at the base, organizing, managing 
and editing, arc still able, by the grace' of God, to retain a, " hefty 
twa-legged soul," fres.h and young in spirit. To aid this, the 
Director preaches at Conventions, 1\[rs. Upsonr vis,its, Mr. Menzies· 
preaches, Mr. \Yald ho,lds evangelistic meetings for English 
soldiers and others, 1\fr. Kinrnear teaches an Arabic Sunday School 
class, Miss, Mollison \\"ill be resUrminlg English work, and our new 
;,tenographer, Miss Baker, teaches, all' English Sunday School class. 

Secondly, DISTRIBUTION. 

Great things are taking place in businie'S,s, circles, not only 
in the V.' est but alsOl here in the East'. The leading Caiw daily, 
" AI-Ahram," conceived the idea of a great publicity campaign, 
and incidentally encouragement: to aviation by organizing a! flight 
frorm Egypt along the coast of Libya tOI Tunis" then through Setif, 
Algier, Oran, to Casablanca and Tangier; then acr'oss the strait 
to, Barcelona. and Paris~thi51 remarkable demonstration, was suc­
cessfully perfo'rmed in No,vember. Now this has, a meaning for us 
all, for it is deady God's plan that we are tOo make use of the 
aeroplane at: the earliesit: pOoss.ible morment. ("'" e have already been 
sending our printed proofs tOo Persia by Air Mail for t\\"o o'r three 
years past). At the same time a conference is' announced to· discuss 
what: adjustments are necessary in customs' regulations, seeing 
that: the airships of N olrth Africa: and other lands will soon be 
distributor'S< of printed matter. Oh, ye people of God, hear' the 
cry, Excelsior'! Forward! 
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With aU thanks, to God, we are glad to chronicle an increase 
of circulation of no fewer than 80,000 copies this year. It is true 
that in 1927 we exported even, more; but on, the one hand that 
was our' peak year, and on the other there was a certain amount 
of overstockinlg at the Algiers Store, due tOi the fact that Mr. 
Theobald was, not able to' do much itiner'ating the following year 
owing to the necessity of giving lessons to his helpers at EI-Biar. 
The folIOiWing are the summary figures :-

Cairo Depot (detailed belOiw) 
Nile Valley Colporteurs 
General Store (Street work, etc.) 
Scripture Store 

Compare with last year:-

In 1929, tOital distribution 
In 1928,,, " 

Increase 

Chief Channels of Distribution;.-

428,261 

428,261 
345,866 

82,395 

(il) Our Ca,iyo' 1300h Deput has had a sluccessful year in spite 
of the increas,ing financial difficulties in most of the societies. 
Ameen Eff. deserves commendation for his hard work (as also 
Yaqub Elf., oUir printing foreman, and Yusuf Eff. Mishriky, the 
accounts, clerk). 

All Mail Orders-and they make up over a thousand po,:ta I 
parcels, during the year-are reckoned in the following statistics, 
0'£ books" etc., sent out. 

VOils,. of N.M.P. publications 
Portionrettes (Scripture) 
Other Arabic pUblications (Beyrut, etc.) 
GOispels, N. T. 's" Bibles, 
English books, texts, etc. . 

160,.')34 
169,690 

3,944 
8,7 1 5 
6,38 5 

349,268 

This bookshop gets, some inrterestinR visitors fwm time to' 
time; one dark-skinned man, speaking Enlglish, a pplied for a free 
Bible, stating that he had come from Cross River, Old Calabar, 
West Africa! 

Various, Moslems have looked in and obtained Gos,pel mesr 
sage'S" either' freer or at half-price. It is a great cheer when an 
Egyptian Christian huys bookSi to give to Moslems. We must 
never rUin away with the idea that books SOlId' to' Christial1ls are 
it side issuer; not so, one never knOiws where they are going. F O'r 
example, on 17th September an, Egyptian doctor purchased 63 
Arabic books, at' a single visit. 
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(B) Our" PClrYttier'ship" .Schellic. As many of our readers 
kno\\>', the N.M.P. Partnership Scheme is a plan'to slUpply all our 
books to' workers, on certnin conditions. The chief of these are :-

To be personally responsible fo.r wise distribution; to remem­
ber the work o[ the N.1VLP., and t(} say a good word for the 
colporteurs j the postage O'r freight being pmvided by the Partl1ler 
-who> has a registered IlilllJlber-N.M.P. meets all the cost of 
b(l1l'ks (its O'\vnpublications<). According to this. plant abuut ;{300 

w(~rth of books are given .in free grants year by year. Miss 

ZAHAZIH. 

A very Moslem quarter where we distributed books. This 
canal surrounds the city. 

l\InllisO'n, whom we wdl'(~me back to. the field, will nO'\\! conespond 
with the" Partners." The following al'e a few short reports:-

Rev. L. A. Gordon writes (as Chairman of the Delta Evan­
gelistic Committee :-" The literature which you sent last year has 
been used to' good purpose. A man' who was· serving as nurse in the 
Government Hospital here, trained to be a KDran reader, became 
interested through a pamphlet given him by Dne of the patients, 
a man who has distributed quite a little of the literature. He has 
been here wanting baptism. There is anDther man whO' is 50011 
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to be baptised here, who has been greatly influenced in his 
decision for Christ through the literature which he has re'('ein~d. 
That is a little testimony as tOi the vallie of your \vmle" 

* * * 
From Dr. Boyd (who p('rsonal1y fetclwd, on an October day, 

n.) fewer than 50,000 b()ok~, packing' his. saloon car from Iloor 10 

roof, until h(' had the har('st space to sit and driye !) :-, 
"Rev. -~- has placed a neatly-made box, with suitable 

divisions, from \yhich go from twenty-five up to one hundred 
every day, depending upon the number coming and going. 
Through this plan a large number has gone right into the ~~ 
l\Iosque, to which entrance is difficult, but these men carry the 
printed mess.ages right into the heart of the most in'fiuential centre. 

Then we have three evangelists in our districts who have 
been well trained in the usc of tracts, and through their hands 
are going a large number. They are able to give very wisely, 
since they have had a large experience both with tracts, personal 
evangelism, and larger meetings. 

The third is the hospital. Here again the work is done per­
sonally, and the right tract gets to the man who has been pre­
pared for such a messlage. 

"Ve are certainly glad to have such a variety of good tracts, 
covering the Christian Message, Life and Faith; and especially 
grateful to God that He has found the means to bring these tracts 
to us. I do hope, Mr. Upson, that the good work of the Nile 
\Iission Press can go on this New Year, even increasing both 
the number and subjects, and the quantity that we may haye for 
distribution.' , 

* * * 
From !\Iiss Perkins (Egypt General Mission) :---" You ask 

for six lines report! If I had time I'd write six pages, hut that 
\lould mean stealing time for following them up. Briefly, let 
me tell you that we travel on an average T 36 miles a ,veek by 
car or train, and at first I reckoned on giying away 25 tracts a 
day (five days), now it is far more. As long as our car is in good 
order the folks know its. face and voice, and it would thrill your 
heart to see the out-stretched hands as we travel along the r"oad. 
Only last week a car which hadbeeh following us and seen the 
cards and tracts distributed, slowed up alongside of us and asked 
for a tract. Through this literature \I'e have opened doors, and 
we have a yision of being able to enter these opened doors, seeing 
we have two Egyptians added to our staff. "Ve have proved that 
the tracts distributed along the road are being read, so let us 
pray on." 

* * * 
From Miss l\Iurdoch :--" I have found Miss Trotter's leaflets 

a great help and blessing to the women and girls, and hope to 
get a further supply when I come e!o\\'n. Our teachers nave been 
greatly helpee! by Dr. Zwemer's 'Glory of the Cross,' ane! 
Scroggie's 'Tested by Temptation.' " 

* * * 
From Miss Langford :--" I find 'Nilpress' lending library 

a great SlucceSs. as· far a.s my own girls are concerned, ane! they 
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really are learning to read and enjoy books; they are mostly poor 
girls ",hO' cannot afford to buy for themselves, and it is only by 
continually 'taking' books and their contents that they are 
educated to read them." 

* * * 
(Name of this partner purposely withheld. Not in Egypt) :-­

" There were 16 baptisms frum Islam on May 19th-six adults, 
one boy, and the children of two families. Since then the 
Supreme Council of Islam has been doing its worst by emissaries 
and a letter to gain them back; also most of us have had turns 
of malaria and others have been in England, and if the Lord had 
not been on our side, some of them would have wavered. But 
they are all firm, and others are awaiting baptism." 

* * * 
From Mr. S. Arthur, of Algeria, tells of an occasional reply 

of the 'wrong sort :-" Just as we were enjoying a cup of tea the 
other da)' the postman announced a registered letter from B. 
A great believer in doing one thing at a time, I laid the precious (?) 
packet on one side, much to the disappointment of my wife, \\'ho 
was really curious to know ",hat this important-looking etwelope 
might contain. \Vhat ,did it ,~ontain? Just this: the N. M. P. 
tract and an Arabic Gospel "'hich I had sent to some shopkeeper, 
torn into the smallest pieces possible, along 'which a very nasty 
note-which the writer had not had the courage to sign." 

(C) Literature TVeeh. An attempt was made this year to 
stir up real interest in the distribution of books and to raise the 
status of literature work by getting respectable Church members 
to do some selling themselves. To this end, we asked the Egypt 
Inter-lVIission Council to organize a special week, to be called the 
"Literature \Veek," or, in Arabic, "The \Veek of Witness." 
Miss Sharp, of the S.P.C.K., most kindly undertook the large 
work of organising, and it was decided for the first year to restrict 
the effort to Cairo alone, hoping that on another occasion we may 
do things on a bigger scale. It was perfectly remarkable how 
so many societies co-operated together; among them were the 
Xile Mission Press, S.P.C.K., and the two Bible societies, all 
of ",hom offered their books at half-price, on the understanding 
that they should be retailed at the full price, the balance being 
available for the Church funds of those who took part. Some­
thing like 30 organisations participated; the English Mission 
CO'llege lent a room, and Mrs.. Dunbar sent out in packets no fewer 
than 20,000 books. In the end, after allowing for all those 
returned, it was found that over 13,000 books \vere sold, of which 
over 5,000 were Scriptures. The t\"O united meetings-one of 
which \vas prayer before the commencement and the other a 
thanksgiving ser"ice at St. ~rary's at the end of the week-\"ill 
lung remain in the memory. Here are a few extracts from the 
reports sent to Miss Sharp:-

"Among some of the apparently more interesting \"ere an 
Indian Moslem, a tailor, who seemed to have travelled the \viele 
,,'orId over. He was far from bigoted, and I hope to' keep in 
touch with him. Another was a Syrian (or rather a Palestinian) 
who had been brought up as a Christian but had turned Moslem." 

electronic file created by cafis.org



46 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

" Most of the Literature was gladly received. I have heard 
of only one instance of a leaflet being torn up." 

" There ,vas no objection ever raised against the books, and 
quite openly they were sold as Christian literature, not merely 
moral books. On two or three occasions we were given -coffee, 
and had opportunity for explanation; 'He sent them forth two 
by two.' On the whole, two going· together is better; one gets 
eneourag~ment and cheer from one's companion." 

,. Dr. Bateman allowed us to go two by two in selling books, 
as our Lord did. He divided the districts according to the 
workers, and the workers were glad and active. Missionaries 
joined the Egyptians in journeys. ,\re think that prayer was the 

SHABBA;:; HHUHADA. 

secret of our success. . . . . The difficulties ,,,ere among the 
effendies and students. I enjoyed the work because it gave me 
chances to speak to many." 

"1 sold some books at the station buffet. I used to put a 
book in front of everyone, wait for 5 minutes, and then return to 
speak with them. Very few refused to buy." 

" One young effendi was trying to sell a Gospel in the tram. 
The man he offered it to was indignant, and said to him, '\Vhy 
do you offer me this book? \Vherever I go in the city people 
seem to be selling books. It is an insult to our religion! '-and 
he struck the effendi in his face. The effendi did nut retaliate 
but said quietly, 'I forgive you, sir.' His assailant was 
astonished, and said to him: ' \Vhat's this r I hit you and you 
don't hit back? I abuse you and you don't retaliate? What's 
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the meaning of this? Why do you behave in this way?' The 
Christian showed the Gospel again and said: ' I behave like this 
because of the teaching in this book. ' , Then,' said the 
Moslem, 'if that is so, give me a copy'; and he paid seven 
piastres (nearly half a doI1ar) for a copy of the New Testament." 

" More and more, as the week progtessed, the consciousness 
grew that we were being given the privilege of working with 
God; that He waS taking and blessing and using far beyond our 
thought or expectation every bit of sel'Vlce offered. Many would 
echo the words of one who said: ' I was filled with wonder, for I 
knew that the things that happened were not possible to us; there 
was Another at work. It has been an experience I shall never 
forget.' " 

(D) Street Campaign (against Vice and Drugs). "Our 
faithful four" have, for one more year, carried on their arduous 
work of distribution of Gospel Purity leaflets in the slums of 
Cairo. One of them, Gohar Eff., is being moved away from 
Cairo by the American Mission, but it is hoped that another will 
take his place. We are very grateful for all that he has done 
to help us. Meanwhile, incredible events are happening! 
Russell Pasha, the Commandant of Cairo City Police, arrested 
330 drug addicts one morning last week, in two centres, and 
took them away for treatment. Without exaggeration, Egypt's 
greatest problem is Drugs! Our books on the subject have made 
a great impression, but we must circulate more widely. 

H.-Palestine. 

Mr. George Wald, who has been in charge of the Palestine 
Colporteurs and Bookshop, begins his report by a reference to 
the recent serious events. 

"The last five months of the year have brought before the 
eyes of the whole world that land which is one of the smallest 
and yet one of the greatest in history. Right from the time when 
Israel entered the Holy Land, up till the present day, this land 
has been before the nations of the world, and it has been to those 
who have striven to interfere with it as a stone of stumbling. 
Almost every nation which at some time or another had Palestine 
under its rule, tried to rule it without taking God into considera­
tion, and this caused its downfall. Yet through it all, God is 
working out His plans and His purpose." 

It is the old old story of the rivalry between Ishmael and 
Isaac. There is no doubt in the minds of Christian workers in 
Palestine, that before long there will be further difficulties, 
perhaps about the time of publication of the report of the Com­
mission of Enquiry; we should therefore be prepared for any­
thing! In common fairness to the Moslems, however, it should 
be noticed that they discriminate between Jews and Zionists, 
meaning- by Jews, the Orthodox Jews who were beginning to filter 
into Palestine even before the War. Further, as the Chairman 
of a large mission said recently, "We distinguish between two 
things that differ-on the one hand, we are firm believers in the 
fulfilment of prophecy, and the return of the Jews to Palestine; 
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but on the other hand, we hold no brief for the Balfour Declara­
tion, which, as is now known, \I'as a political bargain." 

But let us give a few facts. The colporteurs at the present 
time are three, one of \\"hom, Mr. Ibrahim J ameel, is engaged at 
the Jerusalem bookshop in the Old City near Damascus Gate. 
The Galilee colporteur, who is named Elyas Taballaj, lives at 
~azareth, and works throughout Galilee. At Jaffa is Mikhail, 
who works on the west side of the countrv as far south as Gaza, 
but he has met with very much difliculty this year, o\ving to lack 
of public security and fanaticism. 

The bookshop has had a good year, and has, in fact, 
increased its sales even compared with 1928, which was better 
than the year before that. The total number of Scriptures, tracts, 
and other Gospel books distributed from the depot during the 
year was 19,906. 

At the end of November, the Director was invited by the 
American Alliance l\lission to hold a conference for the deepening 
of the spiritual life of the workers, in which three societies 
co-operated. The Conference occupied three days, and was con­
summated by a Consecration Meeting on the Mount of Olives. 
The colporteurs have been given a new vision, and we are glad 
to learn that they have done more personal work than before. In 
addition to his ordinary work, the Nazareth colporteur has been 
preaching for the American Baptists every Sunday for the last 
twelve nionths, as they have not been able to replace thc pastor 
who died. 

1\1r. Wald continues his report: " In a very remarkable way, 
God guided me back to Palestine a \veek befme the troubles broke 
out in August, so that I was on the spot to help and encourage, 
the men, and also to advise what to do. Our \\'ork did not suffer, 
except that the shop was closed for a week. During that time, 
some men who were living in the valley of Hinno111 came and 
sought our old faithful J ameel to ask if he \wuld not get some 
to come to their house to teach them in the \V ord. \Ve went 
along, and found about eight men, besides women and children, 
so after a very profitable time over the \V ord, we \"ere asked if 
we would come ag"ain next week, which Ive did. These meetings 
have gone on every week, except that they are held in different 
houses. 

In closing, Mr. Wald refers to the sad fact that after one 
hundred years of missionary \vork in Palestine, the native Evan­
gelical Christian witness is much less effective than it should be. 
He asks why this is; he himself attributes it to the lack of build­
ing up converts. Among the 680 publications of the ~ile Mission 
Press are many really good books specially issued for this 
purpose. \Vhy, then, are they not more widely distributed? 
Firstly, because we have not the men; secondly, we have not the 
funds to advance as we would like. God has given us the vision 
of the countries round about us, i.e., Syria, Hauran and Iraq, 
and a\vay down towards Beersheba and across Transjordan; we 
believe we shall yet have men to carry the light to the people 
who sit in darkness. 
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I I I.-Algeria. 

'Ve are delighted to say that the wGrk in Algeria has goile 
forward, in fact the circUilation has been raised by Mr. Theobald 
from S,397 tOi T7, T64. Here are the details ;-

Saiesl (at low rates,)­
Arabic Books 
French 
English " 

" 

Nile Mission Press. 

and Booklets 

" 
" 

Free Distribution-
Arabic Leaflets (N.M.P.) 2, 205 

Algiers Mission Band. 
Sales (at low rates)-

Bible Picture Books; Bi-lingual or 
French; French or Arabic Booklets 
and Tracts,; Bird Boob; \Va11 
Sheets, aTTd F 0I1ders; Spanish Books; 
Bibles, and GOispels; English Books 

Free Distribulion,­
Arabic Tracts 

Scripture Gift "Iiissioll. 
Bibles, Gospels, etc. 

Total 

The fOillowing is, taken from Mr. Theobald's A.M.B. report;-
IIJI Gne of her journals Mis'S Trotter writes; "A bee com­

forted me this morning cGncerning the desultoriness, that troubles 
me in the work ... We seem only to touch souls, and leave them. 
And that was what the bee was doing, just touching flowers here 
and there: in a tentative way, yet all uncom;ciously life, life, life 
was left behind at every contact, as the miracle-working grains 
were transferred to the place where they could set the unseen 
springs working. It: is God and His dernity that will dOl the 
work; yet he needs his \vandering desultory bee." 

Recently we have hived off eastward and westward. In 
Eastern Algeria, at Setif, Mr. Salvador Lull, with Nile Mission 
Press literature, is daily going forth intO' the neighbouring 
markets. Here, again, his ministry is itinerant. He goes from 
place to place carrying the Gospel message and seeking by the 
distribution of the Scriptures and personal contact, to touch souls 
with the life-giving Word. 

In Western Algeria, at Relizane, Mr. \Vigg has made the 
N.M.P. flat his headquarters:. Each week he gathers together the 
lads tOI teach them the Word of Life. Here, as' on all our stations, 
with the great nU!mber of the boys, and the inadequate number 
of the missioTTaries, onle must confess that in work amongst the 
lads it is still " only touching." 
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The car, which has, done such excellent s,ervice elsewhere, is 
now regularly working in this needy district. Mr. Wigg, accom­
panied by Salvado'r Munioz, another N.M.P. colporteur, visits 
weekly the surrounding markets. Several of thes,e have never 
before been tQiuched. Will yO'Ui bear him up in this new venture? 
vVill you remember him in his weekly contacts with the boys, and 
the manry sin-burdened souls in the far-off villages" that every 
tQiuch that: is made may bring life unto the dead? 

OUY Forw'a,rd Movement. It is from Algeria that we have 
planned QiU!r chief advance. During last August I was, able to 
spend tWQi O'r three weeks, with Mr. Theobald, not only visiting 
some of the A. M. Band statiQins" but also planning fQir a purchase 
O'f a new CitrQien chassis, tQi which a special cO'ach was, to be built, 
this fa cQintain the accommodation fO'r workers and also a lockpd 
book-cupbO'ard. The whole thing was to have been ready at the 
end of the year, and though a little delayed at the builders" there 
was good reason to believe that a party of three or four workers 
of the A.M.B., including Mr. Lull, who is supported by N.M.P., 
would be ready to start for the great Sahara on 4th February. 

A great project like this has to be attempted in stagesi, and 
so it was arranged that the workers should proceed this time to' 
a large O'asis containing several important towns about 300 miles 
south of Algiers. As, a lady said to us at OxfQird this year, "I 
feel that the call of the desert is! stronger than before Mis6 Trotter's 
death, fOil' she seems tQi be present in spirit urging us forward." 
We hope we shall have an interesting story tn tell in the next 
repQirt. 1930 will be for Algeria a centenary year, and new interest 
will be aroused in the country and its Sahara. 

May the workers, find it true, as the Hon. Baptist Noel wrote 
many years ago, that :--

" Each barren crag, each desert rude, 
Holds THEE within its solitude; 
And Thou wilt bless the wanderer there, 
Who makes his solitary prayer," 

IV.- Africa. 

Starting from Egypt westward, we must tell of lands influ· 
enced by the Nile Mission Press boO'ks, other than those already 
mentiO'ned. 

Tripoli (Libya). 

Either Tripoli or Benghazi may prove, ere long, to be an im­
portant stopping-place on either of the two new lines of communi­
cation, the NQirth African Railway from Alexandria tQi Casablanca, 
and the Air Route from Egypt to MoroccOI-neither of which is 
ill operatiQin at present, but both '0.[ which will sUirely come. Mean­
while Mr. Reid of the North Africa Mission, who, has held the 
fOirt fo,r sO' 100ng, does what he can to circulate our Gospel publi­
cationsi. 

Tunisia. 
In the city of Tunis, Mr. Evan E. Short, of the North Africa 

MissiQin, has an agency fOir our publications at his book-depOt in 
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Bab-e1-Jadeed. He has also been very kindly supernsmg and 
training a young man: ~wh()i, it: is, hoped, "'ill be a future c0'lporteur 
for us. From this depot: any Christian workers in Tunis can obtain 
copies of our publications. l\lr". vVebb, of the same Mission, also 
circulates our pUiblications in Sfax. 

In addition, Mrs,. Robinson, the wife of the Bible Society's 
c0'lporteur in: Tunis, who' is herself one o,f O'ur Partners, writes to' 
tell of her w0'rk: " I have senti tracts by post to 8,657 addresses 
last year. Some returned them' nut accepted,' others, wrote rude 
letters" but a fe\v have been glad t0' have the tracts" and O'ne O'r 
twO' have s,ent small dO'nations. I have also, sent to all the station­
masters, and the Post Office directors in NO'rth Africa. Three 0'£ 
the latter have asked for New Testaments." 

11l0YOCCO. 

Our books, have beenl in less demand in MoroccO' than in 
Algeria for example; that is largely due to the heart-breaking 
illiteracy of the people, but' alsO' to the large use made by some 
missionar'ies oJ Moghleby Script. i\Iany thousands O'f our publi­
catio>l1ls; have been distributed in l\[orocco in days. gone by; being 
in the' writtcn language they natnr'ally appeal to cducated I11cn,; 
we hope tOo develop moore in: the fUlture, but it will need a personal 
visit t()l the un:ivers,itv cities, where students are numerous. In 
the meantime some gTants of "Selected Podions" have been 
distributed. 

,\Tigeria. 
Not a great many this year-except for transmission to Camp­

bell; see next paragraph-but' among them have been: free grants 
of that splendid Arabic book" Selected Portions from the \\' ord 
of God" (Los, Angeles Bible-Hause). 

French Sudan. 
The follO'wing interesting letter has been received from 1\lr. 

Dugald Campbell, whOi is, on a11l exceedingly arduous journey 
from \Vest Africa to' the Nile. For' the past tWOI years we have 
s.e'l1lt him a good many books. He wrote on the 2nd December, 
IlJ2g, as follows :-

" I have t()l acknowledge receipt of your letter, with 79 parcels 
eontaining- Arabic. Bibles, TestamentS', Psalms, and Proverbs, and 
1,000 books! for Moslems, which you: added to the other items 
ordered through the N aticnal Bible Society. The latter are a fine 
selection, and will, I trust, find ready and interested readers. I 
had a try yesterday with a lot of Tripolitain Arabs, Fezzanis, an.d 
though I cir'culated a few, I found them mllich more opposed to' 
Christia!1l books, than Moors and Arabs, throughout: French terri­
tm)'. I prefer the desert dwellers to the tO'WI1' folk, and there 
is always a, readiness to' listen and talk over things, by the simpler 
people.. However, Mark xvi. IS is our mot d'ordre, and our bu>.;i­
ness is to' keep goin:g." 

French EquatoY'iuZ Jjrica. 
An interesting letter was sent by Mr. J. R. Olley from Fort 

Lamy, Tchad: "I have just received a11l excellent assortment of 
Arabic Go'spels and Pamphlets for' MO'slems, and Syrians, sent 
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to' me: from your Press, through the kindness. of a hr·other. . 
You may rememher me as one of your stuclents in the Arabic course 
which (took up in N.Z. in J9I·R .... In October, 1924, I left 
for Kano, Nigeria, and was for some time engaged in Hausa­
",or, and later', February, 1926, I trekked to \\! adai (Abeshr). 
Later I entered Pagan territo,ry (Ouhang'i Chari), and came hack 
to Fort Lamy in 192R. For about: three years I haye been labour­
ing mainly amDng Saras., and hayc been translating the SCr'iptures 
in their tongue. . . . Occasionally I meet with Syrian traders, 
who are glad of literat'm·e. " 

Ethiopia. 
Abyssinia is an important country with a future, which is 

noW coming tn the fro·nt in con.nectiDn with' the propo~ed Barrage 
or Dam at Lake Tsana (one of the sources, of the Nile), and aleo 
the yery recent yisit of the Coptic Patriarch to' his flock, the: Abys­
sinian Char'ch, the first visit for 500 years,. It is proposed that, 
in the event of a Christianl book-depOt being' started at the capital, 
it should be an agency for N.M.P. publications. There has alsO' 
been informal discuss,ion concerning the poss.ibility of a bran~~h 
of our printing' works, to print in the three chief languages. of 
the country, neither Df which is Arabic; but this latter plan does 
not seem ·feas.ible. The Swedish Mission Press. in Eritrea mav 
find the way openled. . 

Since Ethiopia contains many MDs.lems of families, once Chris­
tians" these oug'ht: to' be won hack to' the Christ' of their' fo,re­
bthers,. 

A llJ;lo-Egypti(l,/l. Sudan. 
\\T e regret that we have been unable to send BuIO's: i\Ialaty, 

ollr colpDrteur, back fDr another winter in Sudan; that decisiDn 
was< partly due to· greater' difficulties. found (or placed?) in our 
path this time, but also. par'tlv due to' persO'nal difficulties. How­
ever, we have nO't at all lost sight of this' field, and still IDok for­
ward to the removal Df certain res.trictions, hindering the establish­
ment of book depots in two important centres. Prayer-helpers,! 
it is, " up to you" to' pray these difficulties away. 

Meanwhile, the capital of Suclan is but five days' mail from 
Cairo, and orders for our books are being received and dispatchecl. 

V.-Asia. 

Our Palestine Colportage has already had its separate report 
(See above). \Vc may add a few remarks about some of the 
principal countries of Asia. 

~yria. 

In :"Iorth Syria we have had for the past 1\\'0 or three years 
a share inl the jo,int boO'k depot at Aleppo, participating with the 
American Press, at Bevrut and the American Biblel Society. The 
Rev. Dr. Kennedy, or' Alexandretta, the" gate" of North Syria, 
has. distribtitecl a much larger number cf our publications; unfor­
tunately, this year he has been laid aside by illness, and has also 
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been without a colporteur. We hope to be able to do more in 
Syria; and we have not forgotten the temporary cessation of the 
activities of the Danish Mission in Damascus. Among our 
" partners," Mis,s Hill has been very active in giving our tracts 
to the chauffeurs of the taxis. Partners, please do likewise. 

South Arabia (Aden). 
Our agency at Aden has been continued by the kind help of 

the Danish Church Mission. Aden, though not large itself, 
occupies a strategic position at the south of the Red Sea, on the 
way to India. One converted Moslem, working this year at 
Aden, gave testimony to having been brought to Christ some 
years ago, largely as a result of reading our literature. 

Persian Gulf. 
Just as the year began, our agent at Basra, Rev. H. Bilkert, 

met with his death at the hands of raiders from Nejd who were 
invading Kuwait. This was a very ~Teat loss to the Arabian 
Mission, and especially so to us, for Mr. Bilkert was one of the 
keenest to circulate g-ood literature, and some of our most 
enthusiastic reports of other vears had come from him. This 
part of the field badlv needs -a visit, as the entry port of this 
important country of Iraq is of strategic importance. 

Iraq. 
Our chief agent is Rev. F. J. Barny, Baghdad, who has had 

thirty years of experience, firstly with the Arabian Mission, and 
now with the United Mission. There are also two keen 
Y.M.e.A. secretaries at Bag-hdad earnestly trying to WIi1 souls 
for the Master. 

But Rev. A. (;. Edwards, on his itinerating trips, distributes 
much literature. He writes as follow :-

" I do not know 'what we could do without the literature YOIl 

have sent us. It usually goes \vell , and it meets a real need and 
often makes a permanent impression, such as is not done by the 
spoken word in the confusion of argument. 

" On two tours this year we got over four thousand piece5 
into circulation each time. One tour ,vas down the Euphrates to 
Basrah. The other up along the same river to the Syrian border. 
We met with a good reception in most places, and where we were 
not received well at first, sooner or later the way seemed to open 
up and our literature was in demand. About nine-tenths of the 
literature, if not more, ,vas Nile Mission Press material. Then 
our colporteur has pretty well cleared our shop and reading-room 
of all that can be distributed free." 

In a later report Mr. Edwards says that, although he does 
not know of any baptisms resulting from this year's circulation, 
yet" several have professed their faith in the Lord Jesus and have 
passed on; we do not know where." 

Persia. 
The chief service we have been able to render to this ancient 

and interesting country has been, as in other years, the granting 
of the use of our cO'pyright and the loaning of our illustrations. 
The trans,lation to' Persian being made at the expense of 
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either the Persian Intel'-i'liission Council (secretary Rev. \iV. N. 
\ 'Vyshani, Teheran), or the Rt . Rev. Bishop Linton, C.M.S., 
Isfahan. In the case or "Sevenrold Secret" we were able to 
meet: part of the expense. 

The suggested agency for Ollr puhlications in Persia has not 
vet materialised, but the mattei' is still under consideration. 
\Iuch of the A rabic classical literature of days gone by was 
\lTitten bv scholars born in Persia, ill fact there ",as at one time 
no clear distinction between I rag and Persia. 

Tll-dia. 
In this g'reat "Continent of countries" there are man\' 

languag'es uSfd by the 70,000,000 Moslems, and we are glacl t~ 

BOM){AY BOOK Dt-:l'i,T. 

say that at various times our publications have been largely trans­
lated into Urdu, Bangali, P ashtu, etc., while \\Ie have recently 
had inquiries concerning translation to Tamil. This year th~ 
I rish Presbyterian Press at Surat has, with OUI' permission, issued 
translations in Gujerati of two of the ~.]\'I.P, Khutbas. Mr. 
,,, rchibald, of Children ':0. Scripture l In-ion., Allahabad, has 
recently received our pe rmission to translate "The King of 
Lo\'l' " to Urdu . 

Our most interesting link is, however, at Bombay, whe re for 
the past two or three years \\'e have had a share in the C.M.S. 
book-depot. under the oversight of Rev, H, .T, Lane Smith. \Ve 
are no"" up against a big difficulty, for the missionary in question 
has been retired by the C . M ,S., and unfortunately no other mis. 
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sionary is being sent to take his place. Our photograph shows 
Mr. Lane Smith with two of his Indian pastors and the hookshop 
keeper and a customer. 

:1f alaysia. 
OUf single contribution this year has been the sending out of 

packets of a tract printed by us last year for Dr. Shellabear, in 
Malay and Arabi!'; it is by our helper, the Rev. Ibrahim Sa'ced, 
and i's on the useful subject, "Why am I a Christian"? These 
have gone to Malacca, Kuala Lumpur, etc., in the Straits Settle­
ments, and also to parts of Sumatra! But what are the mission­
aries at Singapore doing these days, as regar'dsl Malay literature? 
The Methodist Episcopal Press is no longer owned by the mis­
sion, Dr. S. tells us. Singapore is an important calling-place for 
ships from all parts of East Indies, and ought still to be a 
strategic literature centre. Malay Moslem literature can be 
obtained easily enough. 

elli1lG. 
\Ve are not now circulating our publications in China so 

much as we did at one time; for this there are twO' main reasons, 
hoth of ,,"hich are encouraging: firstly, that Dr. Zwemer's 
daughter and son-in-law have opened up special work for 
Moslems in China and formed a society called " Friends of the 
Moslems"; the other that so many of our publications have in 
days gone by been translated to Chinese itself. 

HO\\"ever, Mr. Pickens writes :-"1 have been sending a 
number of Arabic tracts to' Kansu and Sindiang. They are in 
demand there. '\Vho will intercede?' seems to' be helpful." 
His address is :-Rev. C. Pickens, American Church Mission, 
Tehang, China. 

PhilippiHes. 
\\'e haYe been in correspondence with the Rev. A. ]'II. 

Lopston, Jolo, Sulu, to whom we have given permission to trans­
late into Moro, which is one of the chief languages spoken in 
the Philippine Islands. He has also experimented ,vith some of 
our Arabic tracts. 

\Vhile in England last summer, permission was also given 
to an American lady to translate into another of the languages 
spoken in the Philippine group. (If she should read this report, 
will she kindly communicate her field address and specify the 
language, as her letter has been filed under her own name, which 
we do not remember.) 

VI.-Europe. 
Turkey. 

About the early part of March, just as the writer was sorting 
his papers: with a view to going on short furlough, a registered 
postal packet was handed to him. It cOil1tain~d 72 tracts, all in 
Turkish, being two each of 1110 fevver thanl36 different sorts, all of 
them being N,l\LP, copyright. It appear~that Dr. Macallum, after 
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getting my permission to translate from Arabic 1,ia English to· 
Tmkish, went on fudough, and his deputy omitted to send me the 
twO' printed copies O'f each tract, as stipulated. On Dr. MacalIul111 's 
return he gathered together the results of two' years' trans,lation 
work and dispatched to Cairo the 36 N.M.P. pamphlets. in 
Turkish, the majO'rity O'f these being taken: from our collection, 
" '\That God hath Used." That is our contributiO'n to' the WOlfk 
in Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Archipelago, etc. I t now remains 
for our faithful prayer-helpers. to· pray dO'wn, a blessing upon the 
circulatiO'n of these Gm;pel messages,. 

Bulgaria. 
Here, alsO', the I\IO'slems can. very seldom read A rabie. But 

they form 18% of the population, being 690',0'0'0' strong, and interest 
was, stirred in them by Dr. Zwemer's vis:it. I\lr. Hoppe, of Rust­
ehuk, has, with the DirectO'r's· permission to· use' our copyright, 
translated the follorwin:g N.M.P. tracts and booklets into Bulgarian 
this past year:-

Miss Trotter's " Debt of Ali Hen Omar." 

" " 
" " 
" " 

" The Story of the N igh'tingale. " 
" The Lost Ones in the Sahara." 
" The \Veaving of Sa'eed the Silk­

'Veaver. " 
Sheikh's Abdallah's, " Birth of the Prophet." 

" 
" " Redemption." 

" 
" " Did Christ Die Vo,luntarily? " 

Mr. Upson's" Christ's, Testimony to Himself." 
"tIlr. Theobald's" The Lily uf the Des,ert." 

.Jlbania" ,)' e rbia" etc. 

71 % of the innabitants of Albania are Moslems, while even 
in greater Roumanria afe 20'0',0'00, and Yugo-Slavia contains 
r ,337,0'0'0, Moslems, most (~f whom speak Serbial1'. Up to the 
presenTI ,YC have 11'0 recO'rd O'f translations of our books to Serbian. 

Frwrce and Belgi(lll. 

One of the chief difficulties met in attempting t(l' circulate our 
publicatiO'nls, in France is thel fact: that: the country of production 
hasl a high currency, il1l other' words, the Egyptianl pound remained 
stable throughout the ';Var, whereas, in the country of distribution 
(France) the franc fell to' one-fifth of its normal value! How­
eyer, as the N.M.P. is nlOt omt to make profit, we do nO't mind 
losing I"ather much onl the publications circulated inl Fl"ance. Of 
course we arC' nO't publishing mainly for the French, or the Bel­
gians, but' primarily for the North Africans, reslid'ent in Fr'ance 
since the ''''ar. There are many of these. Mr. S. Arthur, of the 
North Africa ]\Iission:, has made a number of journeys in the North 
of France, an:d he writes 1'0 tell uS! of the circulation of certain of 
our Al"abic tracts, in Brussels, and in certail1' French departments. 
As showing the Humber O'f NO'rth Africans, we may mention that 
of the Kab\'les, alone there are 60,000 ini and around Paris., and 
these of cO{lrse speak Kabyle instead of Arabic. 

Mr. C. vVarreni, of the North Africa Mi'Ssion, whOi has a most 
interesting wo·rk among North Africans in connectiun with his 
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Foyer (club) has also a bookshap and a colporteur. We are glad 
to' annaunce that Mr. Warr'en is acting as Agent for aur publica­
tions illl France. His address is, IS, rue des OrchideeSl, Isme. 

IIlI additian to the Arabic publications" which many North 
Africans can read, a very great welcame has been given to ane 
or twa French publicatiollls" more particularly Miss Tratter's 
" SevenfO'ld Secret," alsO! Miss, Grauta,[f's " Filles du RO'i," with 
illustratians by Miss E. A. \Vaod. Mr. Kinnear, whO' is in charge 
af the French department, has, alsO' translated "The King O'f 
Love," which is Mis,s Padwick's, "Child's, Life af Christ," but 
this is not yet published. 

British Isles. 

The chief publication in English is another of aur manuals 
far tralllslatO'rs to' ather languages, "The Twice-Borlll Turk." 
This book is ar'alUs,ing interest in the British Isles, for it gives 
an account of the life-story of O'ur celebrated helper of days gane 
by, the late Sheikh Abdallah. But we also find certain other Eng­
lish editiO'ns still in great demand in England, these are:-

Miss Trotter's' " SevenfO'ld Secret." 
:\f r. Theobald's " The Lily of the Desert. " 
Miss Trotter's "Story Parables." (Collected, also 

singly). 

VI I.-Overseas. 

The favaurite word used in Syria and Palestine for " Over­
seas" is AI-Mahjar, i.e., the land af the emigrant. Syrians 
(being paorer than Egyptians) have largely emigrated to Argen­
tina, Brazil, United States and Australia. It is safe to say that a 
Syrian in South America (for example) gives a far warmer wel­
come to one of our Arabic boaks than he would accord the same 
book at home in Syria; da,es, not the Arabic tongue "smell af 
hO'me "? 

A rgenUna. 

Our agency IS at the book-depot af Rev. J. C. Quarles, BuenO's 
Aires. But there is a, sub-agency in the city af SantiagO' del 
Estero (Mr. A. FumisSi). And aur o,ld friend, Mr. Arthur Neve, 
tells in his letter how he uses the N.M.P. Scripture partians as a 
meanlS tOI draw attention, tal hiS! sale O'f Scriptures fO'r the B. and F. 
Bible Saciety. He: writ~esl :-

" I have recently ret:ur'nled from a lang jaurney north, visiting 
mO'st OIf the large to'wnlS, in the nlOrth-eastern section af the Argen­
tillie RepUblic. If you: take yaur map af the Argentine and fO'lIaw 
up the Central Railway, as, you near its terminus, at the city of 
Tucumanl, yaul will find just off the maiDl line the city af Santiago 
del Est'ero. Further north is Tucuman, where the declaratian 
af Independence was signed in 1810. From Tucuman northwards 
the faothills, af the Andes, arC! met. 
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" In my journey of August-September I visited all the above­
mentioned place1s', holding meetings. and selling the Scriptures, 
in Spanish and Arabic. In everyone of the northerlll cities of 
Argentina are found numerous families of Syrians. I found 
these people were highly respected, they are far more civilised 
than the northern Argentinians.. Almost without exception they 
are employed in the importation. of :\lanchesrt:er goods, and they 
have the faculty of making money. In Santiago del Estero. the 
Brethren Assembly is. composed of 75% Syrians, and they turned 
out robust Christians. 

"OnJy having atl most places one day at my disposal, my 
plan of campaign! was, as. follows. I would visit the Arab shops 
in the afternoons, distributing N. M. P. Scripture Portions, and 
inlvit,e the Syrians to the Lantern Meeting at the Gospel Hall in 
the evening. At thel Hall were shown views. of Palestine' and 
Syria, including some views of their own Hamath. Thus unusual 
interest was, aroused. At the cOinclusion of the meeting Scripture. 
in both Arabic and Spanish were offered for sale. I t was also 
a gIorioulsl opportunity to preach the Gospel and generally interest 
the people in the Bible, a little known book in the Argentine even 
yet. 

" In every place we had full meetings, and when I had suffi­
cient Scriptures I was able to colport Scriptures to the Arabs 
in their Olwnl shops.. Inl this, way 232 Scriptures were distributed, 
of which 76 books, were Arabic. 

" These scattered Syrians are as. sheep without a shepherd. 
Let UlS, pray that the brief visit: will stir up interest amongst: the 
miss·ionla,ries. for these peOlple, and that the Scriptures. SOlId and 
the POirtions distributed may be used of God to. bring Light, Liberty 
and Life tOi man~'. " 

Calijo'l"'nia., etc. 

Our brother, Mr. O. Zimmermann, 1540., Lincoln Street, 
Berkeley, Cal., does important work in distributing to seamen 
in the great pOirt of San FranciscOl, who carry the books all over 
the Pacific and " the seven seas. " Weare glad to have been the 
medium OIf supply. 

What sthall we slay OIf the possibilities. of the great metrOlpolis 
OIf New York? As, our readers. know, Dr. Zwemer was removing 
to Princetolll University as. the year clos.ed. We may be sUire he 
will soon commence tOi explore the Arabic-speaking communities 
and put' us intOi touch with them. 

Australth a.nd New' Zealand. 

Our' friend, Miss, Maltby, of Tauranga, N.Z.-fO'r a time a 
missiO'nary iill Pale'Stine'----has nrJlw become Mrs .. Henry Young. We 
are just pUiblishing her new Arabic book on "0. T. Shadows"; 
this may be followed by an English edition. Mrs. Young-whose 
addr'ess is c:/o Mlalata Cby, 72, King Street, Sydney-is, endeavour­
ing to put us intO' touch with Syrians. resident inl Austiralia. InfO'r­
mation, from any source, would be gladly accepted. Help us 
to' develop! OUir motto is.:-

"Old Message, 
New Methods." 
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A Word to our Inner and Outer Circles. 
You, dear Prayer-Helpers, have given your ALL to. the 

Lord 'VhOl died to Siave you, and have counted yuursdves His 
ste\vards. And yO'u are looking Eastward for the coming of the 

" 0 brothers! stand as men that wait, 
The dawn is purpling in the Bast." 

NO'w, what wait we for? FOor' the shout from the sky, 
"Behold, He cometh!" And theil, what? Let us concentrate 
UP01Jl, GOING WITH Him to take' the everlasting Gospel with irresis­
tible po.wer. FOor" He shall go fo,rth cOinquering and tOo conquer." 

Longfellow, in the pocm already referred tal, described hOow 
there came tal hisl fallenl herol a voice like a falling star, "Excel­
sior' !" But, alas,! "Lifeles.s but beautiful he lay "-a dead hero 
whOi had perished in a noble attempt to< scale the heights,. 

HOIw great the cOintrast! As one br'ought to' Christ through 
N.]\1'. P. books, wrote to: us' last Easter'--" Our Jesus is always 
A RISEN JESUS 1" Yea," His kingdom is an everlasting king­
dom." And His, shuut from the sky will be like a RISING STAR,­

" FORWARD." 

Now a Word to the Larger Circle. 

vVhat will yO'll do about it? 

" "'ell, what C(lII I du'~ " asks the reader. Several thin~'s':­

r. You can become a "prayer-helper," one of a band of 
about 1 ,200 keen Christians, who, munth by month, receive our 
paper of "Topics, fur Pr'aise and Prayer," and plead for us at 
the Throne of Grace. 

2. One of the greatest needs at the present mument is to 
get fresh upenings for meetings, to. be addressed by either 1\lr. 
Oliver (General Secretary), or Mr. Peacuck (Deputation). Also 
to get new subscribers to. uur magazine. 

3. If it is your privilege to visit the Bible Lands uf the 
Near East yuu can enhearten our workers by visiting them in 
their home and seeing sumething or the work done, afterwards 
interesting others. 

+ For one English pound you can donate (say) 200 of uur 
assorted tracts as a free grant to some needy missionary; £'5 
pays for 1,000, more ur less, according to. size. 

5. Or, if interested in colportage, £ro pays for t7.t'O men 
for a month, or une man fOl' two months. (You might possibly 
be able to remember this in your will). 

6. £50 would pay for the printing and publishing of 
2,000 copies of a book of roO-ISO pages; any receipts fr0111 sales 
being carried forward to pay for a second edition. 

7. £roo would pay for six weeks' important journey, 
visiting sub-branches and agencies. (Details to any really 
interested. ) 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EG Y PT." 6r 

But why multiply concrete instances? Love will always find 
a \yay to help. Do you really and honestly "love Him because 
He first loved us? " 

You do realise-do you not ?-that 1930 is likely to be a 
testing--time to <111 churches anel societies? But, well knowing­
the Reel Sea to he in front and Pharaoh not far lwhincl, H(' still 
sounds His h<lttle-lTY: "(;0 FOR\VAR])." 

The motto of the early CrLls<lders was" Dietl /1' 7'CU/t " (God 
wills it!) Oh yes, HE \\'ills you should advance with us. "It 
matters to HIM ahout you." Do('s it matter to YOU <lhout 
Him? . 

A. T. U. 
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Chartered Accountants. 
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THE NILE MISSION PRESS.-Donations and Subscriplions-co"titUled, 
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H D~ lout" m~." 

Three little sunbeams gilding all I see, 

Three little chords, each full of melody, 

Three little leaves, balm for my agony. 

"WHO" 

He loved me, the Father's only Son, 

He gave Himself, the precious spotless One, 

He shed His blood, and then the work was done. 

"LOVED" 

He loved, not merely pitied, Here I rest. 

Sorrow may come~I to His heart am pressed. 

What should I fear while sheltered on His breast. 

" ME." 

Wonder of wonders~Jesus loved me, 

A wretch-lost, ruined--sunk in misery. 
He sought me~found me~raised me-set me free! 

My soul, the order of the words approve, 

Christ first-me last-nothing between but love; 

Lord, keep me always down, Thyself above. 

Trusting to thee, not struggling restlessly, 

So shall I daily gain the Victory; 

I~" yet not I, but Christ "~Who loved me! 

H.W. 
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".Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. xxx. JULY, 1930. No. 124. 

Editorial. 

" To the poor th,e gospel is preached. "-ST. LUKE Vll. 22. 

"Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 

bring in hither the poor, (Ind the maimed, and the halt and the 

bUnd. 

Go out into the highways and hedges and compel them to 

come in, that my house may be filled. "-ST. LUKE xiv. 21-23. 

" For the S'on of man is come to seelc and to sm'e thai 

~C!hich 7£l1LS lost."-ST. LUKE xix. 10. 

The Report of our twenty-fifth Annual Meeting, and the 

Colportage Report, both of which appear in this number, tell the 

same story: our ceaseless desire, and effort, to take the Gospel 

to the poor and needy; to tell them of the Lord Jesus. I t is for 

this that the Nile Mission Press exists. 

'The different accounts that come in, from Mr.· Upson, Mr. 

Menzies, Mr. Theobald in Algi'ers, each one tells the same story­

how, they .took the good news, and hO\~ it was received. May it 

be even now spreading silently and accomplishing the work for 

which God sends it. 

If the question is asked, "\Vhat shall we sllecially pray for 

this year?'" \\;e may say, " still more workers'" \Ve thank God 

for Mr. 'Upson" Mr. :\Ienz[es, Mr. X,innear, Mr. vVald~and 
Yakub Effendi, with our staff of Egyptian \vorkers; for ~1r. 

Theobald, Mr. Lull and others in Algeria. But we still need 

more to S()\V, . and more to reap-and our blessed Lord said, 

" Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest, that he may s~nd 
forth labourers into his Harvest." 
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68 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Cbt OUt mission prtss. 

T HE Annual Meetings of the Nile Mission 
Press were held on Tuesday, June 24th, 
at Sian College, London. 

Captain B. Godfrey Buxton, M.C., 
:\1.A., presided over the afternoon meeting, 
and with him on the platform were the officials 
of the Society, and Miss K. H. Henrey, of the 

British Syrian Mission, Mr. John R. 
Menzies, M.A., of the Nile Mission 
Press, Cairo, and others. 

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the pro­
ceedings, said: We read that when 
the Children of I srael were hungry 
and thirsty for blessing, they were 

given two instructions; one was "Gather vour­
selves together "-that is what we have done this 

! . afternoon-and the other was, "To the rock." 
It is so easy to gather to Moses and Aaron. and expect the waters 
to flow from that rock, but let us this afternoon gather to the 
Rock once smitten and now exalted, for if we gather together to 
that Rock the \vaters of blessing will surely flow. 

MR. ALFRED BARKWORTH (Han. Treasurer) read a passage 
from Nehemiah vi., and offerell prayer. 

The CHAIRMAN then said: It is a very real pleasure to be here 
this afternoon. I had the good fortune, though perhaps not for 
fortunate reasons, to be in Egypt in February, and I had hardly 
been there forty-eight hours when one of the members of your 
Mission came on to the verandah where X was sitting, and we had 
a cup of tea together. He was Mr. George Wald, one of your 
newest members; a man I knew well who was brought to the 
Lord at a meeting where there was only the speaker and one other 
present. He is now at work out there, and it was truly thrilling 
to get that first vital touch with the Nile Mission Press. Mr. 
Wald is particularly responsible for the colportage work, and he 
did feel there was a need of following the lines of our Lord, St. 
Paul, and others, and going with the colporteurs from time to 
time in order to see how they handled the matter and to help them 
where he could. He had felt there was a need of stirring them 
up to look upon their profession as a life-work and that they 
should really be looking up to God in a new and fresh way for 
blessing on their work; and so, European as he was, he had 
decided to go out with different colporteurs in turn, sharing every­
thing with them. On their first trip he went out with them, 
because he wanted to teach them that God was the One 
to whom they had to look. Each morning when they got 
up he would get them alone with the Lord, in the Bible and in 
prayer, and stir the colporteurs up to look to Him for a fresh 
anointing. 

When they got to a village they would stop and have a 
special prayer, commending that village to the Lord and seeking 
guidance in the contacts they should make. It was thrilling to 
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hear how God had provided the financial need, and the physical 
need for rest and food, and how He had also opened up oppor­
tunities for conversation and gave the fruit. He had got back 
only that very morning. 

When I was up in Jerusalem in March, Mr. Wald was at the 
Damascus Gate, with a very faithful follower of our Lord who is 
working in that shop at the Damascus Gate; he was there when 
some of them were very nearly murdered some time ago. The 
spirit of the Mission is to go where the work is hardest and the 
need greatest. 

My wife and I had tea with Mr. Menzies at headquarters, 
and it was a joy to go into the printing press and the shop and 
see the foreman, and get an idea of the amazing possibilities that 
lay in each part of the work. This work does call for your 
prayers. One goes through the different offices, and in one of 
them one sees a gentleman of the country correcting the proofs and 
considering the way things are written, in order that the printed 
page may do its best work. Now, these things nef'd not only 
detailed accuracy but a spirit alive to whether God is holding back 
or allowing what is set to pass. So do pray for those at head­
quarters, for the colporteurs, for those working in the Press; 
pray for the spirit of that office, that as people go in and out they 
may feel it is a place of God, and may know, as Ruth the 
Moabitess found when she went among the reapers, that the first 
thing to be heard is not " Get on with your work," but "The 
Lord bless you." 

My wife and I were in the wonderful prayer meeting that 
Bishop Gwynne holds every month, at which from ten to hyenty 
missionaries are present. My wife was telling me she was very 
much struck by the singing of " Tell me the old, old story"; the 
words are very familiar but we all love to hear it still. And she 
and I were very touched with the spirit of all towards Mr. Upson. 
vVe do all pray for him in his work there in Egypt. As we come 
to this meeting from getting these glimpses of what is going on 
there we do realize how great is the need and the call for prayer. 
We read, as the Treasurer sho\yed us in the passage he gave us 
just now, that in the days of Nehemiah they gave the Word and 
they gave the sense. In the particular call of the Nile Mission 
Press we finJ they are also giving the sense. Let us pray for 
that. These are days when many follies of unbelief and many 
errors, are about; let us pray that they may give the sense so dis­
tinctly and clearly, that these darkened souls may see the light 
and pass it on. Let us pray for those who are writing these 
booklets and for the nations among whose people they work. 

I leave those things with you for prayer, and will only say to 
you what a privilege it is to be a partner in such a work as this, 
and I do pray that as a result of this meeting we may learn to be 
faithful in intercession for all engaged in it. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. John L. Oliver): The Secretary's 
position at an annual meeting is to get out of the way as quickly 
as possible. But I have one or two things to speak about this 
afternoon. You have already heard, and have been praying about, 
the recent loss of Mr. Upson. I was one of those who stood at 
the open grave of his mother at the little village of Rayleigh, in 
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Essex, and when I realized that she had given her all for the 
Mohammedan world it just stirred my heart to the depths. An 
only son, and he had been g-i\Tn for Jesus Christ. \\'hat can she 
be doing to-day but rejoicing in the Presence of her Lord oycr the 
gift she gave? May that be the keynote of our mincls this yl'at·-­
not what \\'e can hold back, but \\'hat we can outpour for I-lis sake. 

Our Director has cabled a message of greeting saying he 
has thirty books being printed just no\\'. Think of what that 
means with a depleted staff, as ours IS at the moment. 
l\1r. l\lenzies is on furlough, Mr. \Vald IS 111 Jerusalem, ~[r. 

LEARNI:s'G TO REAl>. 

Kinnear one of our newest worktTs, is coming home to see the 
Committee for a day or two, and then going to S\\'itzerland and 
hack to Egypt. 

Mr. Oliver then presented the Home Accounts for the year. 
He continued: \Ve are thankful to God to be able to sa\' H~' has 
entrusted the Committee wih ;{ 1,686 lOS. 7d, 1I10re th~n in the 
previous year. That is not so much new income, for nearly ;{1',500 
is made up of amounts which ha\'e come to us through leg'acies. 
But what I always feel is this; how wonderful it is that just in 
the time when \\'e are at our utmost need for thc.~e things God 
has been planning years and years ahead so that this help shall 
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co~e just aUhe mDm~nt wh{;n~ ~~ are !1eed!ng it: ,: Sur~ly.l}f p~ 
has done that for us 1I1 the past He will contiliue to. do It In the 
f~ture.,' W ei:hah~ G9d for that increase, over last ye~r:"~ 
accounts. 

We have to thank God, 'indeed, also f6r the twenty-fifth 
annua.l feport,which some Df you will have seen iri the April 
number of Btessed be Egypt; There is one 'other thing to say, 
and that.is this: Dr. Zwemer has nDW gone to America, ' so 
we 'have lost his presence as Chairman of the 'Pu1:iIlcatibn Con1-:' 
Irtittee, but we have not lost his interest in our work. .., 
, There' is a cause, for prai:se in' the' increase of our distribii­
tion:,' Last"year' we distributed 82,395 more books than in die 
previous yea:r. Now, we do thank God for that. ' We can 'Hardly 
recognise what -those books may 'mean in the hand of God, fo'r 
each book is usually read, not only b'y'the person to whom it is 
given or 'sold, but by quite a little contingent of his friends and 
those in his neighbourhood. ' , 
, We, want also to thank Go::! for our do'ser touch with triends 
in AIg-eria. Mr: Theobald, of the Algiers Missron 'Band, lr"ts 
raised the distribution from 5,397 copies to 17,164,' and' r~cently 
we have put on a new car, as well as two new tolporteuis; under 
the aegis of ,the Band, The new car has been specially con­

.structed; the back lifts up and the car goes as a travelling book-
shop. It has gone on one visit and is now on another trek in the 
Aures Mountains. I have been given an invitation to become a 
member of the Executive, of the Algiers Mission Band, and our 
Committee have released· me to the extent necessary for me to 
act, and I have been invited to go and pay the Mission a visit, 
and I hope to go in September with my wife. We shall be grate­
ful for your prayers., 

We want to work as much as possible with other Missions 
with aims similar to ours. There is a wonderful 'feeling of uillfy 
between us and the Algiers Mission Band.' Last week I had the 
pleasure of 'going to spend four days with friends of the British 
Syrian, Mission, who use our books, and I 'Yas so struck with the 
way they use them that I got Miss Henrey to. promise to come 
here to-day and tell, us what she has seen at first hand of the Nile 
Mission Press books. We would like to be linked u.p with them 
in doser co-operation. We are at the dispDsal 'of the 'Missions, 
and if we can in any way help them we should be so glad to know 
the best way to do so. 

We have the home end to consider for a moment. We have 
just had a disappointment. The Committee had been looking for 
a'helper for myself in the way of a Deputation Secretary, and last 
year we thought we had received an answer to our prayers, when 
Mr. Harold Peacock joined us for that part of the work. But, 
unfortunately, he had an affection of the throat and had to have 
an operation, and the specialist has, told him he ought not to con­
tinue in the work, so he has resigned. ,Will you make this a 
special matter of prayer? If we are to keep pace with the work 
in <;:airo we must have extra help at home by the appointment of 
a lady or gentleman who will help me with the deputation work. 

In closing, I would like to refer to two or three verses from 
the Epistle to the Romans. "Now, I beseech you, brethren, for 
the Lord l~sus Christ's sake." What better plea could we have 
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than that? Will you think of all it meant to His Father for Him 
to, come and be crucified. "Now, I beseech you, brethren, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit." 
Think of that, too, as a basis for prayer; think of the love of the 
Holy Spirit of God, whose work must be almost a perpetuai 
Gethsemane-that great love going out for the lost, so often 
turned back, and yet going out again and again. The writer 
goes on, "that you strive together with me in yuur pI-ayers to 
God." May that indeed be one of the outcome of this meeting. 
If these books are really to live they must have in them the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and that can only come as you pray for the 
writers and pray for those who produce them. May God grant 
that from this annual meeting we may not only praise Him as 
perhaps never before, but pray in a new and living way. There 
are SQme friends here who eQuid give ten minutes or a quarter-of­
an-hour to daily intercession for the Spirit of the Lord to come 
more than ever before into this Mission. Let us seek for the Holy 
Spirit. Will you not give these few minutes daily in intercession 
for the power of God to come into these books? Then we shall 
see wonderful days. 

The CHAIRMAN: There are some things to pray for. Let us 
remember them. Let us remember those thirty books on the 
stocks; the treasurership to be handled as God would have it 
handled; and the increasing fellowship God is giving between this 
Press and the Egyptian General Mission, the British Syrian 
Mission, a member of which is here to-day, the Algiers Mission 
Band, and others. There is strength in that fellowship. Let us 
pray for it to be increased. 

MISS K. H. HENREY: It is a great honour to me to have been 
invited to tell you a little about what the British Syrian Mission 
are trying to do in Syria-in our part of it-as regards distribu­
tion of literature, I suppose anyone who knows anything about 
it will say distribution is a very difficult problem, and we have 
tried to adopt several methods to increase and broaden and widen 
the distribution, so as to get the books out into more places anJ 
among more people. We do not want to do it just at the stations 
where we work, and not only in the immediate vicinity of those 
stations, but there are many places where there are not Mission 
stations and yet a great many people who, can read, and therefore 
such places are fields for work of this description. 

One of the methods we have tried is that of tours; that is to 
say, we go on a tour of anything from a week-end to several 
weeks, and keep on moving from place to place, and taking with 
us a large number Qf books and tracts. We always try to sell as 
much as possible. We do make use of the scheme of the Nile 
Mission Press, whereby they give a certain amount of literature 
for the purpose of giving away. We do use that; we use it 
among the Bible-women, for instance. We give them so much, 
and encourage them to give it away. But we have tried increas­
ingly in the past few years to sell books, and often tracts. It 
requires sometimes a certain amount of tact. For instance, 
there are a good many men who will buy a book but not just at 
first. We try going in a town from shop to shop. We use them 
because they are open and there are always a certain number of 
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people in them. This is done in Christian areas, or areas where 
there are a good many Christians, and therefore where there 
is liberty to do these things. We go in and show what we 
have got, and we generally find we have to praise the binding 
and point out how cheap the book is, and show the pictures, in 
order to encourage the people to buy. And they very often do 
buy, and we have had very encouraging results. We keep 
statistics of all these different tours, showing what we sold and 
which books sold best; but, of course, I did not know I was going 
to meet anyone of the Nile Mission Press, so I have not got the 
statistics with me. 

We tried to see what could be done in the North, and except 
for the most expensive books we were able to get one of the most 
interesting week-ends out there, at a place named Bteddin, which 
has a prison, where there are men who have committed murders 
and other serious crimes, men who have been arrested for revolts 
against the Government, and things of that sort. A great many 
of the men in the prison were only too glad to buv books, for they 
had many years to serve and little to do with their time. They 
are let out for half-an-hour a day, and a few are at work on the 
roads, but in all those years they have little to do, and little to 
think of. Most of them were Moslems, and we sold out all our 
books~missionary biographies, and stories, and tracts, all sorts 
of books. We had a very representative collection. 

Another method that we use is that of lending libraries. 
There is one in several of our stations. We get in as many books 
as we can and the men of the place borrow them, and I think in 
each case where we started a lending library of this description 
it has been a new idea and men have taken to it verv kindly. In 
ol1e place where we were for about two years the men read" every 
hook we had got, and we on Iv wished there were more books 
published by the Nile Mission Press for the libraries. 

There is a story to tell vou. Mr. Oliver asked me if I knew 
anything about our book-shop in Aleppo, where they sell the 
books of the Nile Mission Press. I onlv know Aleppo as a 
tourist, and I cannot say really how successful this book-shop is. 
I know they use it a good deal for young Moslem men who go in 
in the evenings to read, and there is a missionary there to meet 
and talk with them; hut one thing happened in Aleppo in con­
nection with this, book-shop which shows that probably these 
incidents are repeated over and over again, if one only knew. I 
was there for a week last July, waiting for mv friend to come 
home. We were going round Aleppo and we went tOi the Mosque 
of the Dancing Dervishes. It is the leading mosoue of the kind. 
and the people there had lately come from Constantinople. The 
man at the head of this Mosaue was, we were told, the head of 
the Dancing Dervishes, and he has a great influence in Svria. 
One of them said, "Would you like to visit the harem?" and we 
were taken to visit the wife of the chief Sheikh, a nice. refined. 
\yell-educated ladv. While we were sitting there. we wondered 
whether we could not get anvthing in more profitable than iust 
pav her a social call, ;nd we ~praved about it in our hearts :;1nd 
towards the end we spoke to her, and found she had never ha(1 
any living contact with Christians before. She had been ;1t school 
in a European school somewhere and had been excused all the 

* 
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Scripture lessons. At the end she said, "I have enjoyed your 
visit, and will you come again and speak ahout these things? " 
'Ve had to say it was impossible, as I \\·as going to Europe next 
day; and we left her feeling very sad ahout this. But we suddenly 
remembered a book bv "fiss Trotter, \\Titten for Moslem mystics, 
" The Seven fold Secret," and we also remem hered we had passed 
somewhere a book-shop which perhaps sold this hook, and on 
enquiring we found the book-shop in one of the main streets, a 
shop \\·here they sold the books of the Nile Mission Press. So 

P!U:-;TRR A'r WORK. 

while we were not able to fo\lO\\" up our \"ISlt to the lady, we 
bought one of these books in :habic and sent it to her by post, 
hoping that the seed might be so,,-n in her heart, and perhaps in 
her husband's heart too. They were very influential people, and 
you never know where the influence is going to stop. 

MR. JOHN R. ME:lIZIEs: It is a great joy to have one's 
message given in an unmistakable \\·ay. About the beginning of 
:\Iarch, I was walking down a street in Cairo one evening, not 
knowing I was to be in England in the Slimmer, and God gave 
me a message which I believe was a message for those of you 
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who help our work by your prayers. It is the 31st verse of the 
22nd chapter in Luke: "And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." As 
I have listened to one and another this afternoon I have been 
more and more convinced that God wants this thought empha­
sised here, the necessity for your fellowship in prayer; and I have 
taken these words, "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not, " and have sought to apply them to some of the different 
aspects of our work, with which I have been personally con­
nected during my stay in Cairo, in order to help you to pray with 
more intelligence and more understanding of the real needs which 
face us. 

I want to begin with the headquarters. The very building 
itself is an answer to prayer, a wonderful encourag-ement to our 
faith. I will not repeat the story of how that building came to 
be ours; most of you know it. But let us remember that. I got 
my first impression as I entered the building one Wednesday 
evening. Mr. Upson showed me round, and afterwards took me 
to a meeting, the weekly meeting we hold for all the employees 
in Cairo. The speaker was one with whom I have since become 
very closely acquainted. He was speaking in Arabic. I knew 
very little Arabic, only a few words; I tried to follow him, but 
it was very puzzling, though he was a dramatic speaker. The 
men looked very interested. We thought it was interest in what 
was being said; I do not know. Perhaps it was interest in seeing 
a new face. But I thoug-ht it was all wonderful. 

The next morning I got down to the office, and the men 
gathered in Mr. Upson's room and began with the morning­
prayer-meeting. One always had great ~houghts and ide'als of 
what the native Christians were like, and one's first impressions 
not only confirmed these but one was apt to put these native 
Christians very much on a pedestaL After a time, when I got 
to know them better, I found they were human. They have their 
difficulties, and at first one did not realize what those difficulties 
were at ail, but they are tremendous, especially the difficulty of 
living in an environment essentially hostile to J estis Christ, as, 
of course, every Moslem land is. And one saw how this 
environment told, not onlv upon converts (as, of course, it does-­
and with personal knowledge one can appreciate these difficulties), 
but also upon the Christians, the Copts and the Protestants who 
have come out from the Coptic Church. 

Most of my time in Cairo has been spent at headquarters. 
have been doing all sorts of jobs; principally learning the 
lang-uage, but also doing other things in Cairo. There is a great 
deal of work in puttin~ a book through the Press. A manuscript 
comes along and is read by one or two persons who are very 
competent. This means much routine work. The reading takes 
a great deal of thought and time. Later on the book is printed, 
and the very best work is put into it, Yaaub Effendi, the man in 
charge, is a very thorouvh workman' and takes a real pride in the 
work he turns out. The finished work is good, and it deserves to 
be,' for it is fo·r the Lord Jesus Christ. It does matter the sort of 
paper ahd type vou use, it does matter that the book should be 
free from' errors in spelling; all these things matter very much, 
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and it does matter, too, that the book should have an attractive 
binding. have found that this is so time after time as I have 
talked to missionaries, who have said how important it is that 
the appearance of a book be attractive, since the people to whom 
it is offered see the outside first. 

But it is monotonous work, it is routine work, and there is 
a danger all the time that the work should block out the object 
of the work. Oh, that that desire for souls should be maintained, 
that that passion for souls might be put into all this work, as well 
as that the work itself should be faithfully done. Many of you 
probablv realise the difficulties which are bound to come in in 
work of this kind. We have in the printing department many 
real Christians; we have some Moslems employed there also. 
Some time ago we had a great encouragement. It was during 
Literature Week, and we had a prayer-meeting- for the workmen 
in the printing press-not the office staff but the workmen. 
Yaqub Effendi was there, with some of the senior workmen, and 
one or two who had not been with us very long. Thev were 
apprentices, and thev used to come to this meeting. At this 
meeting some of them began to pray aloud for the first time. 
That was good, but better W:1S to follow, for tho~e who prayed 
went out with the books ,vhich the" had spent their time setting-­
up and bindin~ and sought to sell them in the markets. The 
Lord blessed them, and they had wonderful times. 

I think the times during- Literature Week when we \vent out 
gave us about twice as much encouragement as we receive on 
similar occasions at other times. We \"ent into the markets, and 
yOU can imagine what an encouragement it ,,'as to those \vho had 
not done anv direct distribution before. 

There is a little room that manv of our neople never see. 
The way to it is verv narrO"lN and Yerv dark. It is stacked with 
books-thirty tons of Christian books. They are not much use 
on shelyes; we want to g-et them out, and ~ g-reat deal of time is 
spent in trying- to i!et people interested in g-etting them out. 
Most of vou have heard of the Partnershin Scheme. I saw Dr. 
Boyd, of Tanta.driyini! awav with a supplv of books and tracts: 
there was only just room for him in his car ~fter he had packed 
them in. They \vere a free grant from the Nile Mission Press for 
distribution as quickly as possible bv himself and teachers in the 
schools and workers in the hospital and churches. They are also 
going- to manv of the villag-es. r n manv of the yillai!es I have 
visited with the colporteurs the peonle liaye said. "We don't 
want to buy; we have had so many i!iven a"':1V free." Dr. Boyd 
had distributed them. We praisf' God for the distribution, which 
we want to be as wide as possible. 

But many are comparatiyelv indifferent. and at times it is a 
hard test for one's faith. Pray that our faith mav not fail as we 
seek to g-et Christian workers, evangelists, native n;lstors, and 
others interested in this work. 

God gives us wonderful encourai!ement. and we received such 
encoUrag-ement. especiallv in Literature Week. We and the 
S.P.C.K. and the Bible Societies co-operated and we sold the 
books at half-price, for retailinjY at full price, the balance being­
available for the funds of those societies and churches which took 
part. In Cairo in a week I think over r 2,000 tracts and books 
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were sold. It was a week of witness, in which we were seeking 
to bring the ordinary Christian, the Christian who had never done 
anything for the Lord Jesus Christ, out into the open in order 
that he might declare himself one of His; and the stories that 
came in showed, not only that those who received the books were 
blessed-and we received evidence of blessing in that way-but 
also wonderful blessing to those who took this means of witness­
ing. We would love to see that done on a larger scale. 

Our distribution last year was between 400,000 and half-a­
million books and tracts. It sounds a great number, but if every 
member of the Protestant and Evangelical Church in Egypt dis­
tributed one a fortnight that number would be obtained in Egypt 
alone. But the books go also to Algeria and Syria and Irak. 
\;Vhen one sees what is being done and then looks at what might 
be done one needs faith. 

A word or two about colportage work. Although I have 
been in Cairo a good deal of the time, I have had a good many 
trips with colporteurs. If ever one realizes the need of faith it 
is when one is working with these men. Some have been in th·e 
work for many years and have got into rather set grooves, and 
it is difficult at times to get them out of the grooves. Very often 
the grooves are right, but often they are due to lack of faith. As 
one goes with them one finds that great temptation, disbelief. 
Oh, how difficult it is. And yet the Lord Jesus Christ is praying 
for us, and one is conscious that others are praying for us, that 
we may have faith as we go forth. I remember one colporteur, 
when I was working in Alexandria, who said, "It's no good 
going to those people; they can't read," or "They're drug­
takers; they don't want your books." I said, "That's the very 
reason to go to them." But how few respond; just one and 
another. This colporteur sent one whom he thought to be a 
genuine enquirer to Cairo, though he subsequently turned out to 
be a fraud; but another sent in by one of the other colporteurs 
had now openly confessed Christ. 

Mr. \Vald is convinced the colporteurs should go out two and 
two. I was working with one of our hardest working colporteurs 
in a very difficult province. We travelled together from place to 
place, and sold books and talked as opportunity opened up. I 
remember once we spent a whole morning and sold only two 
books; the people would not even accept tracts free, they did not 
want them. But they were ready to talk, and some of them got 
very angry. If he had been alone it would have been a great 
temptation to that colporteur not to trouble about that place. 
That was on a Fridav. On the Saturday we were in another 
Moslem place, with, I ~think, only five Chiistian families. '[here 
was an evangelist there, and I asked him how he was managing 
about distribution. He said, "It is hard to distribute books 
here; they tear up so many that are given." We left him, and 
sold quite a number in that village. One day we would sell 
many, but the next day it would be hard, This colporteur, in his 
monthly report, attributed his comparative good success to the 
times of prayer he and I had together at the beginning of each 
day, 

I saw something yesterday in a paper about a desert plant 
that had been discovered, "Sometimes not a drop of rain falls 
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for five years in this parched land, but when it does rain there 
occurs the miracle of the rain. Within a few hours the lifeless 
wilderness becomes bright with green vegetation, which grows, 
blossoms and dies within a week." These Molsem lands are 
parched enough; the land only ,vaits for the rain, that the Holy 
Ghost may descend, in order that these lands should bring forth 
their fruit and be really beautiful. The Lord knows how difficult 
it is for our faith, and He gives us wonderful encouragement. 

Soon after I arrived in Cairo we were sitting down to lunch, 
when a young man came in to say Good-bye. He knew Mr. and 
Mrs. Upson very well. He came from Irak, and had been 
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ through our books. The story 
was a long one, but that story is only now being completed. He 
had been engaged in different jobs and had finished a period of 
instruction in Egypt. He left for Palestine, where he has been 
working for the Lord. The latest ne\vs of him is that he is 
hoping soon to work with us; this is specially fitting, as he was 
brought to the Lord through our books . 

. I\nother man I met was a Turk, who had been greatly 
impressed by the contact of a British soldier with him when they 
were fighting Juring the war. When he was driven out of 
Turkey he came to Egypt. He felt this soldier had something 
that he himself had not got, and he somehow found his way to 
our depot. From time to time we get people dropping in because 
they see Christian books there. He came and talked. We had 
with us one from Syria, who looked after him and instructed him 
in the way of Life. He has been baptised, and the last I heard 
of him was that he is doing very well. People \vill come in for a 
time and then one hears nothing more; then they turn up again 
after a time fo:r further talk. Many of these callers have a very 
real belief in their hearts. These are encouragements, letting us 
know the seed we sow is there. We pray that the seed may be 
more widely scattered, so that when the rain does come the 
harvest may be more abundant. That is why we want very much 
to have two Englishmen in Egypt, to travel about with our col­
porteurs. The Lord will send us the men, and the provision for 
their support. We believe that this is our need. We think there 
is a wonderful opening there. These men would not only be 
encouraging the colporteurs to scatter the seed more widely, but 
they would also be able to follow up the opportunities which come, 
for there are wonderful opportunities of getting hold of people by 
personal talks. 

Moslems who never dream of coming to a meeting or to 
church, are quite willing to listen to conversation about the Lord 
Jesus, and one is often able to see these people again and follow 
up the message still further. Pray that our faith may not fail in 
face of the great opposition and the difficulties of these days. 

The CHAIRMAN: I want to keep you for a moment with a 
word from our Lord. It is in I Chronicles, chapter 22, verse 8 : 
" The word of the Lord came unto David, saying, Thou hast shed 
blood abundantly, and hast made great wars; thou shalt not build 
an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon 
the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who 
shall be a man of rest from all his enemies round about; for his 
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name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness unto 
Israel in his days. He shall build an house for my name." 
There, that is the kind of person who is able to build for God. 
How often we come to these meetings and hear a call for prayer, 
and make up our minds to pray, and give so much time for 
prayer, and by next morning or next week or next month it has 
all passed by. But here is the secret of the man who really builds 
a house for God. He is a man of rest, that is his nature; he is 
at rest from all his enemies, and he is not merely at rest within 
himself but his name is rest. That is to say, when other people 
talk of him they recognise rest, rest of spirit, rest of heart, rest 
from the turmoil of sin, rest from his enemies, rest, as it says in 
verse 18, "on every side." And not only is he at rest, but as 
he rests others are brought to rest. There is peace and quietness 
throughout Israel. 

That is the kind of man who builds a house for God. David 
was not that kind of man; he was a man of war, a man whose life 
was occupied in dealing with enemies in his own kingdom. And 
now God had brought out of that life a new life which was at rest, 
and being at rest from his enemies and having a heart at rest he, 
as it says in the chapter, can build a house of rest, a place where 
souls can find rest in God, a place where those who are troubled 
with sin and temptation can, through the blood, find rest. 

But it takes a man of rest, who is not always needing to care 
for his own affairs, to build such a house. And why do we often 
fail? Because we are so often occupied with the enemies in our 
own life. We have not learned through Jesus Christ to be at 
rest, at rest from all our enemies. vVe read in Romans, "For 
the good that I would "-after coming to a meeting like this­
" I do not"; the prayer I would like to pray, the things I would 
like to do, the life I would like to surrender, after such a meeting 
as this--the good that I would I do not. Why? Not because 
the will is not pure. The \"ill is willing to do the good; God has 
by His grace already purified that will, so the will is pure. Not 
because the mind is not enlightened as to what the good is. But 
because of " sin that dwelleth in me." We come and make our 
resolves, determined to do it; and we do not do it. The house 
is not at rest, the life is not at rest, there is some turmoil within 
that prevents us building for God. Weare very occupied within; 
there is no rest in all our borders, so there is no time to build a 
house of rest. 

We have to pray for ourselves because we have not got 
though to where we are at rest within ourselves. Is this an 
endless thing? Is this all the salvation Jesus Chnst purchased 
for us? No, this chapter says that this that keeps us from doing 
the good with purified will can be removed. "I thank my God" 
He shall deliver me: " I thank my God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord" ; and the writer goes on and shows us the result: "There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them which arc in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit." How it 
condemns when you come from a meeting like this, having 
resolved to do good and then not do it. But I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; He can deal with that enemy that is 
preventing us doing the good that we would. And as though he 
would repeat it again, the writer says, "I thank God through 
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Jesus Christ our Lord .... God sending His Son, condemned 
to death sin in the flesh." Yes, it is the same way, "God 
through His Son" can deliver us, can condemn sin in the flesh, 
can bring it to death, "that the righteousness of the law," that 
is to say, God's original claim on us, " might be fulfilled," a word 
that is translated in that word, "It is finished." The original 
claims of God may be finished or accomplished in the Spirit. 
And one of these claims, these righteous demands, is that we 
should pray always, not for ourselves always but for the world 
for whom Christ died. 

Here was a definite change of experience-David a man of 
war, ever dealing with enemies, and Solomon the man of rest, 
ever occupied with building. And there is a definite change of 
experience for you and for me, if we would be those who would 
build the house of God. David did not do away with any of his 
seven great enemies. We are to do away with what prevents us 
from doing the good we would do by allowing God to do it for 
us. We read of the heart of unbelief, and in Hebrews we read 
of those believers-strange lrishism !--o£ believers who were not 
believing. It is a departing from God so that He cannot do it; 
He is never given the opportunity of doing it. I wonder if 
it is so with us? You believe God could make your neigh­
bour a mighty intercessor; you believe the Holy Ghost can 
lead you into all truth, but because of the evil of unbelief you are 
always departing from the loving God, never letting Him do it 
for you. 

So, as we close this afternoon, I would leave that word with 
you. The good that you would-God means you to do it. God 
has provided a way through Jesus Christ by which you may be 
set free to do it. The Holy Ghost is waiting to enable you to do 
it. Oh! that we should let Him do that in us which will enable 
us to build for Him. As I leave that word with you, may I 
remind you that it is the man of rest who shall build a house for 
the Lord. Will you build a house for Him at this time? 

.. 
DUt "an~p Col.,ort~urs. 

Seventeenth Annual Report of the Joint Colportage 
Committee to 31st December. 1929. 

OST of our readers knO\v that the Nile Mission Press 
co-operates with the American Mission and the 
Egypt General Mission for tract colportage work 
in the Nile Valley, i.e., the distribution of religious 
books as distinct from the colporteurs of the Bible 
Society, although our men carry some Scriptures. 

The amount of contributions shown in the audited account for last 
year amounted to LE636,goo, of which the Nile Mission Press 
donated LE43o, American Mission LEI12, and the Egypt 
General Mission LESS; in addition, Mr. Van Brunt gave, 
through the A.C.L.S.M., the sum of LE39,goo. 
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The staff for 1929 was constituted as follows :-

Name. 

Bulos 
Shukrallah 
Yu,qub ... 
Gu,l"U" .,. 
Mattya" 
Yusuf ••• 
Iqladius 
Ibrahim 
Yassa ... 
Daif ••• 

Province. 

KelJa, Assuau 
Girgu, to Assiut 
N. Assuit 
Minia ... 
(Removed to Cu,iru) .,. 
Beni Suef &; Fayuum 
Zagazig', etc .... 
Beuha aud Tanta 
Damauhour •.. 
(Left altogether) 

Local MissIOnary. 

Rev. R. W. Walker 

Dr. Neal M~bauahau 
Rev. D. Galloway 
N.M.P. 
Rev. R. Shaub 
Rev. H. McGeo0h 
Rev. Dr. Boyd 
Rev. M. Roy 

In view of the cutting down which is taking place in many 
Societies, the whole question of Colportage work has recently 
been looked into. The American Bible Society, a year or two 
ago, cut down the number of colporteurs employed by them, 
thinking that a great deal of the work could be done by the 
pastors of the churches, if they would but set their members to 
work. As a matter of fact, this plan was adopted by us for a 
limited period during Literature Week, October, 1929, and was 
found very successful. But the colporteur is " permanent staff," 
whereas the zeal of the temporary worker will sometimes evap­
orate after a week or a month. 

As a simple illustration of the need of more than one agency­
my wife and I were travelling to Alexandria in January after a 
very heavy fall of rain. The road from Alexandria to Cairo-­
which usually carries such a large number of automobiles and 
autobuses from every town to every other town-was absolutely 
deserted; we only saw three cars or 'buses out on the main road, 
for 140 miles from Cairo to Alexandria, and these three having 
stuck fast in the mud, were simply unable to' get home to the 
garage, and so stayed out! What then? Had communications 
broken down altogether through the rain-storms of that week? 
Dear me, no! Not at all-Egyptian donkeys were carrying 
their masters as in old style, as they had done long before the 
automobile was thought of; plod, plod, plod,-they went on 
through the mud, thinking nothing of it! Granted, that at times 
one needs to travel rapidly by car, yet at other times, after there 
has been rain, the Egyptian donkey is most useful; why then dis­
pense with him! In other words, the colporteur goes plodding 
on long after the missionary has gone home, and though he does 
not hustle, yet neither does he collapse! 

Examples of some of the selling during the year :-Bulos 
sold 5,585 books; Yusef Smaan sold mostly to train passengers 
at Wasta Station 5,380 Gospel books. The other men sold 
between 2,000 and 3,000 each during the year. 

In order to secure more personal work and better supervision, 
the Committee met in December and classified the men into three 
classes; the only one that should be called fourth-class was 
removed from the active list, and given a part-time job in Cairo. 
The two third-class men, and also to some extent the second-class 
men are now receiving more active supervision. Mr. George 
Wald, whO' is really working in Palestine, was requested to travel 
for a month or so with the Egyptian colporteurs, to report. The 
following extracts are from his recent report :-
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" ~ly general impression is that the possibilities of Egypt are 
boundless. Everywhere in Upper Egypt where I have travelled, 
there seems a desire for books, and of the numbers that one 
visited, "ery few comparatively refused. The sale of hig books 
was not large, although quite a number were bought; but the 
books at half a paistre to two paistres were bought 'willingly. In 
all, I think over 800 books were distributed, and I would say 50 
per cent. of these to ~ 1051ems. \ Ve did not make it our aim to 
go to the Christians, as such, but to visit the people generally, 
irrespecti"e of their religion, visiting the shops and stopping 
indi"iduals on the street. \Ve also "isited quite a number of the 
leading people of the villages, and everywhere we were well 

COl.l'ORTEUR AT WORK. 

received. 1 also found it gives endless opportunities to pass on 
a word if one has the language. ,\ book like 'I ntrovertible 
Truths' \\' '.15 "'el1 used in showing people the nature of our books. 

~Iost l\loslems \\·ill buy the' Story of Joseph,' or the' Flower 
of the Forest,' and I found these very effectual in starting the 
contact, and then very often they bought others, such as • God's 
vVav of Sah'ation,' and' Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment.' \Ve 
had' no trouble with any of the people, and a very good spirit was 
shown everywhere. 

The saies of books to Moslems were very encouraging. One 
young man in Samalut bought • Victory or Defeat,' and about 
half-all-hour aftenvards came back and bought • Sweet First 
Fruits.' An officer in the Egyptian Army at Sohag bought 
20 P. T worth, and said to me, 'others will read them.' Although 
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it was Ramadan, the people received the books very well. One 
very interesting thing I saw in a village in the Delta, named 
Birmah; after we had been round the village we were making for 
the station when I saw two little children sitting reading a book. 
I went up to them and found it was the Gospel of Luke. They 
could hardly read, but it shows that they are interested. It was 
a glorious time and one of profitable experience. As another has 
said, ' If we learn nothing more on these trips, we do learn to 
sympathize!' God willing, I hope to have the opportunity of 
travelling again with them." 

Incidents. In former years we have quoted from the reports 
of most of the men, but as these reports become somewhat 
monotonous, we have decided this time to give two longer 
incidents :-

I. On the occasion of the Annual Prayer Conference of the 
American Mission, held at Shubra, the third week of October, the 
N.M.P. workers had an early supper in order to attend the even­
ing meeting at Shubra Evangelical Church at 8 p.m. On arrival 
there, Mr. Upson found a man waiting to see him, who told him 
that he had been running about Cairo all day trying to find him. 
It appeared that he had been sent by Ibrahim, one of the corpor­
teurs. This Moslem, whom we will call "M," had been the 
greatest persecutor of Ibrahim, but the latter had set out to try 
to win him for Christ, as he himself said in the letter introducing 
M. "I tried to win this Moslem for Christ, not through con­
troversy, but firstly by bearing all his opposition and persecution 
of me, and then afterwards by making a chum of him. He then 
became interested in the Gospel. Now, I have sent him to you, 
and ask you to help him and teach him." 

By the time the meeting was over, and the workers got home, 
it was about ten o'clock, but a bed was hastily improvised for 
him, and as he had not eaten, he was given a simple supper. 
Next morning an attempt was made to find a sphere in which he 
could fit during the time that he was receiving Christian instruc­
tion. This came to an end very quickly, for it transpired that 
those who had heard of his association with our colporteur, and 
his probable intention to become a Christian, had, in order to spite 
him, dropped a small packet of poisonous drugs into his pocket, 
and then reported him to the police as a trader! He was tried, 
and in his absence sentenced to a long term of imprisonment. He 
fled from Cairo, but was ultimately heard of in a provincial town 
some distance from his home town. The colporteur reported that 
he had worked out a very simple code by which he could com­
municate with him. The last we heard of him was that he was 
in a Coptic institution, and at a local meeting he had publicly con­
fessed Christ. If he goes on in the Christian course, as we hope 
he will do, he will be a jewel in the crown of the plodding colpor­
teur, who, as he said, "Made a chum of him just because he had 
been persecuted by him ! " 

2. TRYING TO LEAD A MOSLEM TO CHRIST, HE FOUND CHRIS1 
HIMSELF! An Evangelist in the Delta (formerly, for a time, one 
of our colporteurs) has just told us the following story of how he 
found Christ through N. M. P. books. 
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"I was brought up in the bosom of the Coptic Church and 
delighted in its rites and ceremonies when I was a deacon in it. 
I worshipped near the feet of the Patriarch and Bishops, and I 
loved to \'isit the Holy Places and especially Jerusalem, and there 
I walked round the tomb of Christ with a censer visiting all parts 
of the Church of Resurrection, in \\'hil'h all Christian sects have 
a share. I hoped in this way to gain the Christian life, and would 
imitate the heads of mI' sect and the Roman Catholics and the 
Armenians and Syrians: 

I grew dissatisfied ",ith the stri fe betll'een all these sects, so 
T resolved to say farell'ell to all Christian wOl'ship and went to 
Jalfa. \\'hile passing along its streets, I read a tract entitled 
, The Prodigal Son,' I found it to he an important message for 
me, for it pierced my heart, showing me that I Ivas responsible 

TALKLA. 

for my unhappy lot. percci,'ed the lI'ealth of my Father and 
the poverty of man, Xo longer had I any confidence in my yeal's 
of worship. I was the chief of sinners and needed repentance as 
no one else. This tract did me g'ood: and despite its hard blows, 
I found its wounds faithful. ... I began to have doubts and to 
look about at other Illen or at Illy past works, searching afresh 
for the better life. I heliel'ed in its existence even though I had 
no experience of it. I believed that He \Vho gave me this tract, 
so small in size hut great in value, II'Quid finish the work He had 
begun in me. Truly God has done what I hoped for. 

I had a plot of g-round in the country. A fence of straw 
protected Illy crops and there I used to spend my leisure in look­
ing after my hirds and fowls and Illy few sheep. I was satisfied 
and hoped that this state of things would last. He \Vho came to 
seek and to save did not leave me in my spiritual conflict, but 
with a sharp weapon, struck off Illy carnal security and earthly 
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ease. I awoke to find someone I knew but wished not to know. 
Sheikh A- was a very religious Moslem. There was no Chris­
tian in his village. He forced his way into my cottage one day, 
and I, instead of turning him out as I should have done any­
one else, welcomed him on condition that he should not speak on 
religion, otherwise I would have to force him to leave. 'No, 
brother,' he said, ' I love religion, and I will speak about religion; 
if you are willing, be mv partner in, discussion, until we reach the 
truth which can give rest to our consciences. Weare three, 
there is no fourth with us.' , We are two,' said I, 'W·here is the 
third?' 'God is with us',' said he ! 

, Here is a book which I found by chance, thrown away by 
the roadside. I took it and read all of it and wanted to burn it, 
but my daughter prevented me from doing so,so I read it again 
in the evening, and it had a magical effect on me. It was as 
though it possessed the life which it could import to the reader. 
In the morning J got up very early and studied it with more care. 
It stirred up mv conscience so much that I lit a fire to burn it, 
but not before it had burnt up my religious superstition. So J 
came to you, my friend, to tell you what I should be ashamed to 
tell to anyone else, lest they should think me to be a heretic.' 

'Where is the book? ' said 1. He gave it to me and I found it 
to be " Sweet First Fruits." So I asked him to master its con­
tents first; but he said, " Let us read it together in order that we 
mav get the more gain, and God is our guide. " We agreed to 
studv it for one month tog-ether. What a great advantage I 
had in studying the book which was sent to me, and which had a 
place in my heart. I studied it, and taught Sheikh A-, who read 
it with intentness, so that we might have been the circle of dis­
putants described in the book. Thus the book appeared to be 
written, not on paper, but on our hearts. Sheikh A~ read the 
Quranic verses, and this encouraged me to learn the verses from 
the Gospel. Mv fear was gone and I was filled with a desire to 
studv the Gospel as school children study it. . . . I bought 
several tract'> of the Nile Mission Press, and taught aneta' 20 

bovs who were then under my care, and who committed it to 
memorv, so that they recited it in the street and house and play­
ground. 

Not realising wh'l.t the result would be, I distributed tracts to 
men, but thev were filled with indignation against me and pre­
vented Sheikh A- from consorting- with me. Even mv friends 
:md familv left me, but I was not alone, and will not be 'alone, a;; 
l~ngas I have a firm love and a sufficient friendship while I carry 
about the tracts of the N.M.P .... This desire was started bv 
',Sweet First Fruits,' and quickened by 'The Quranic Discus­
sions,' and confirmed by 'The Essay on Islam, 'and explained 
bv 'The Balance of Truth.' Truly, I love to distribute 
them, with faith and confidence that as they' have had an 
effect on my hard heart, so they will affect the hearts of those 
like me.' I am constrained by lo~e to carry them, and to bear tJ·e 
heat of day and the cold of night as I carry them round the 
Government Offices, making no account of reproaches and being­
cast out, or being. hungrv, so long as I feel I am carrying books 
which lead to a happy life. Thanks be to God." 
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Jill sons and Conditions of-Ultatbu. 

I
ORRENTIAL rain-hot sun-dust storms-miles of 

locusts-cold, and thick winter clothing-what a 
mixture of weather conditions was experienced on 
my recent journey! 

. At Alexandria (Egypt), where I halted to give 
. an interview to Miss Wrong, of the Africa Literature 

Group,* I was kindly entertained by Mr. Hay Walker, of the 
Egypt General Mission. Some rather important plans for the 
distribution of literature in this important city were talked over, 
but at the moment of writing these appear to be immature, and 
so for the present we can say nothing about them, except to ask 
for prayer for this very important city-one of the great seaports 
of the world, and the great port of entry of much that is good, and 
also much that is very evil. The day the" Khedival" steamer 
was to sail, happened to be one of those burning days with a 
" khamsin "-sirocco or sand-storm-blowing hard off the 
Desert. Owing to one ·of the plates of the ship having been 
repaired, it orily came up to the quay about twelve, as it could not 
take on all the cargo until six, the heat was overpowering, there 
being all the difference between heat on a ship lying at anchor, 
and heat in your own home with the sun-shutters closed from early 
morning! ~ . 

While waiting for the ship to start, a newsboy jumped aboard 
and actuallv sold me all the (secret) results of the negotiations at 
Downing Street, London, for a piastre! No European papers 
had anything- of this; the last sittinz had terminated at 4 a.m. 
that very morning, the news had been cabled to Cairo; (the time 
here is faster than London); then translated to '\rabic, printed, 
published, and sent by midday train to Alexandria (138 miles). 
Egyptians are very smart these days! 

After interesting calls at Port Said and Cyprus, Bevrout was 
reached in the early morning of Good Fridav. A service was 
being held at 10-30, and as in any case I had to leave the 
premises bv I I-for my ship sailed a little before I2-we had to 
make the best use of our time. The main outcome of the inter­
views with different missionaries then: is this :-That our Agencv 
is now undertaken bv the" Bible Lands Sunday School Union." 
I t had been more or-less so before, but some misunderstandings 
had occurred through lack of dear instructions, and the matter 
has now been cleared up. As all the world knows, we give 40 per 
cent. discount to our official Agencies, and are considering the 
possibilitv of doing even more than this, but olllv, as we said, to 
official Agencies .. We were sorry to have to leave at such an 
hour as midday on Good Fridav, but I was a passenger on a ship 
which was scheduled to sail at that time! 

It was verv pleasant up the Syria coast on that Friday after­
noon and the first part of Saturday morning, but as soon as we 
g-ot into the Gulf of Alexandretta-which has a branch of the 
Taurus Mountains on one side of" it and the North Syria Moun­
tains on another-we found we were exposed to a consideralJle 

• Also Dr. Caldwell of th~ A mprican Mission, on giving up their book r1epot, 
gave large grants of books to our ·colporteurs, we seeing to the packing, etc. 
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gale, and it took two hours to go the distance of one hour. When 
we finally anchored just outside the town of Alexandretta (or as we 
always cal! it, Iskanderona), two small boats came out from shore, 
the one to take the ordinary passengers, and the other sent by 
Dr. Kennedy for myself. I agreed with the one which arrived 
first, as a precaution, and when the second arrived, the two men 
started to tell one another what they thought of each other's 
fathers-quite oblivious of the fact that, in such a stormy sea, 
there seemed no chance for either boat to Ret ashore at all: in 
fact, one boat began to knock up against the other to such an 
extent, that every minute I expected to see them converted into 
matchwood! Somehow or other they settled their dispute and 
g-ot the luggage down the gangway, whence it either fell or was 
thrown into the boats pell-mel!. After some considerable 
difticulty, passengers were helped in, but the boats being alreadv 
half swamped, we had to sit on a wet seat and lift first one foot 
and then the other out of the water in the bottom of the boat! To 
cut a long- story short, when they found we could not get ashore, 
the small tug which was trying- to tow the two boats, hailed us to 
come alongside. We were then instructed to jump on the deck 
of the tug, quite an acrobatic feat! My foot slipped on the wet 
deck, but someone kindly threw me head over heels on to the tUR' 
\Ve got ashore somehow, but it took half-an-hour. Then we 
found that the boatman's charges had gone up about three 
hundred or four hundred per cent. on account of the gale! I 
afterwards discovered that the strong gale rushes through two 
different mountain passes on different sides of the gulf. 

Alexandretta is not a verv large town, having onlv about 
r6,000 inhabitants, but it is of very great importance, for two 
reasons. It is \vithin a few miles of the Turkish frontier, and 
therefore full of Armenian refugees, and further, it is the port for 
Aleppo, which is a very important citv. It was a most interesting­
Easter Sundav that I spent there. Everything seemed to take 
place in good time-flrst morning- service was 7-r<:;, the late 
morning- or middav service at q. What corresponds to our after­
noon Sunday School is usually at 10, but on this occasion all thf' 
teachers were away; then the evening service at 3. The first 
service was verv well attended: the g-eneral appearance of the 
people proclaiming them to be Armenian, but I was g-reatlv sur­
prised to hear that the whole of the service was in Turkish. for 
these Armenian refug-ees are onlv iust now beine- t'mp-ht their 
own lang-uae-e. The - Sundav School is one of the lare-est in the 
N ear East, there being nearlv 600 names on the roll, and the 
average attendance of scholars for December was Ll6"-470. 

Trulv a splendid Sundav School! The next morning I was ablf' 
to visit the Syrian pastor and see his reading- room. There is no 
colporteur at the present moment. This is not due to lack of 
funds so much as to great difficultv in finding a suit:'lhle man. 

Alexandretta is not nearlv so healthy as Antioch, it beine­
subiect to malaria: in fact, Dr. Kennedv is just now ordered 
away for a prolong-ued rest owing- to attacks of malaria last 
Autumn. 

I was then due to visit Rev. Wm. Lvtle at Antioch, but he 
had had whooping-coue-h in the house, and so had taken the two 
boys up the mountains to the Armenian summer resort, a pretty 
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spot indeed; about I ,500 feet up a steep cliff, but covered with 
trees. As he was wanting to see me, he tried to get a seat in a 
car, but it being Easter Monday, everyone was holiday-making 
and no one wished to come down. At last, he came down on a 
pack-horse, taking two-and-a-half hours to come down, and per­
haps three-and-a-half to go up. A hard day's work for the sake 
of a couple of hours' talk with me. 

At his request, I went on to Antioch, "where the Disciples 
were first called Christians." The town is very prettily situated 
at the foot of a high mountain--Mount Silpius-and on the banks 
of the Orontes, which is called in Arabic "the Rebel" : perhaps 
because it suddenly takes it into its head to turn a sharp corner, 
and flow almost backwards. The huge automatic water-wheels 
of the Orontes have been reproduced on some of the banknotes 
as a typical characteristic of North Syria. Miss Cunningham and 
Dr. Emily Lytle kindlv made me up a bed in the Mission House, 
giving me meals at Miss Cunningham's. Next morning I was 
shown around the Grove of Daphne, a lovely valley with a series 
of cascades, none of which are verv large "oaterfalls-though one 
turns a small flour-mill-but the number of them is so remark­
able. Every time you go down to a lower level, you find a cas­
cade below the one you saw last. In the time of Chrysostom this 
prettv spot \vas renowned for its profti;;acy; it is called in Arabic 
" Beit el-Ma," « House of Water." 

Aleppo was the next port of call. As our readers know, we 
have for some time had an Agency in the joint book-shop here, 
which is managed by the American Mission. As the result of the 
talk with the missionary and the shopkeeper, the Nile Mission 
Press has continued its grant of L20 for the year commencing 
July, and sent a large selection of ne\v samples. As these have 
very bright covers, they make a fine display around the walls of 
the depot. From twenty to forty men seem to come in to read 
books every evening; some of course ask for a newspaper, others 
a Bible, yet others one of our books, which they would never 
have had the courage to purchase out in the street. One evening 
I preached in Arabic, and then--at the request of my host, Rev. 
L. H. \Veatherspoon-I told of our Cairo « Literature Week," 
which thev hope to imitate. 

On the four hours' journey to Aleppo the car passed right 
through a swarm of locusts, which lasted for a dozen or fifteen 
miles. Some of these unfortunates squashed on the wind-screen, 
others felI in the car and \\"ere thrO\vn out by the passengers. 

Latakia was the next place of call. but how was I to get 
there? There had been torrents of rain in Aleppo during the 
Thursday, with a heavy thunder-storm. Although wearing mv 
thickest winter clothes, and although it was the latter part of 
April, I found it rather difficult to get warm. Next morning there 
were no passengers whatever, and after wasting half-an-hour trv­
ing to arrange something, T had at last to take a special car to 
drive me for five-and-a-half hours right across the Musairiyah 
Mountains to the coast. Latakia i" onlv a town of 20,000 or 
.10,000 people, but it is the capital of a small state, called bv the 
French "Alaouites," or in Arabic," EI-Alawiyeen," meaning 
the heretical sects that are not Sunnis (orthodox Moslems). Here 
the American Reformed Presbyterians have been working for 
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about seventy years, and as they have a fine property which 
abuts on the main street, it ought to be quite feasable to pull out 
the window and lower it, and to start a bookshop. The pastor, 
evangelist and dispenser all came with Dr. Smith, the missionary, 
to visit me at the hotel, and I was able to tell them about our 
books and our work. After that, I visited the hospital and other 
parts of the town. Alas! the hotel proprietor had broken his 
promise, and coolly said that the room I had booked two or three 
weeks before, was occupied by someone else. However, he made 
me up a bed in the centre hall, and I got some sleep until about 
three; and was up at four, and left the town soon after five. 

Nebh.-This is a comparatively small town, but it is in the 
centre of an important district, being exactly half-way between 
Horns and Damascus. To get to it I left Latakia at 5-30 in a 
special car, as no one else was going, owing to the rains and the 
report that there were bad roads between Tripoli and Horns. 

Leaving the car at Tripoli, I took the mountain railway, 
which winds around between the N usairiyah Mountains and 
Lebanon. Lunching at Horns, I got a seat in a car starting for 
N ebk and reaching there in two hours. 

The friends who had invited me to spend the week-end with 
them consisted of Mr. Dahy-an evangelist of the Danish Mis­
sion, who had stayed in our house inl Cairo whilst training for a 
year to do evangelistic work-and his wife and babe. They were 
exceedingly pleased to have the visit and shewed it in every way. 

On the Sunday I was invited to preach at the Danish mission 
service in the morning; then followed a prolongued visit to their 
fine hospital, which is outside of the to\vn in the desert. Dr. Fox­
Maule began buying the land before the war, and as it was then 
pure desert he got it very cheap. After lunch I was invited to 
visit the Girls' School and Ladies' Hostel. Then a reception was 
given in my honour, attended by a score or more of local people, 
mostly Danish missionaries and workers. As soon as tea was 
over conversation arose upon the work of God, more especially 
how and when should a certain town be re-opened. Probably one 
of my three suggestions will be adopted; it is better not to 
announce it at this stage. 

After the meeting I walked out to the Hospital again-this 
time to have the privilege of meeting Pastor Pripp, their senior 
missionary. Then, after supper, another meeting took place. 
Dahy's neighbours, Roman Catholics and therefore unable to 
attend the meeting-lent us their reception room. On the 
liwan,--a very low ledge running round the walls-everyone 
reclined in Syrian fashion. To the 30 or so present I was able to 
speak on the distribution of Christian literature. This talk was, 
of course, in Arabic. 

Damascus.-Next morning I tried to get to Damascus, but 
as the schools were re-opening after the Easter holidays no cars 
passing through N ebk had any spare seat. Nor was. there a car 
that I could hire specially. In despair two Syrian friends run 
after the first car that came down from Horns. This happened 
to be a lorry ful1 of tins of petrol. However, I squashed in with 
the benzine and got to Damascus without difficulty, except a few 
marks on my raincoat. 
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I had some interesting c~nversation with Dr. Brigstock, of 
the Edinburgh Medical Mission, Dr. MacGarland, of the Irish 
Presbyterian Mission, and the ladies of the British Syrian Mis­
sion, including Miss Harrison, who was then suffering from fever. 
After two days, I travelled into Palestine by the road that Saul 
travelled when he was struck to the ground and became St. Paul. 

What a tiny stream the Jordan looks at the, bridge of 
" Jacob's Daughters," where our passports, etc., were examined 
four times between one block-house and another 1 

At Nazareth, staying with my usual host, Dr. Bathgate, I 
saw the usual interesting visitors, and had a nice talk with our 
colporteur and his w-ife. Then went on to 

Jerusalem. Mr. and Mrs. Shelley very kindly entertained 
me here. The main objectives were:: two:-

(1) To look into the whole question of the location of the 
book depot at Damascus Gate. This took us several days, for we 
enquired in several directions. The property which was offered 
to us for purchase would have cost nearly four thousand pounds, 
and we had not one thousand pounds that could be invested in 
anything of the kind. However, that was not the only point.c­
rather, the chief objection was the distance from the City. 

Then we tried in various directions to find a suitable shop in 
a different location. We have often prayed that we might get 
the Jaffa Gate, but the t\VO or three shops that we enquired about 
were at perfectly exhorbitant prices, and our good and permanent 
friend, Mr. Shelley) tells us that rents still remain at such a figure 
that no one can make ends meet. Further, it would seem to be 
wise to wait for the inevitable slump. 

However, there was another side to God's will. Our readers 
will remember that we were ordered away from Damascus Gate 
three years ago, and even Christian v,,:orkers discouraged us 
because of the determined opposition of a certain society which 
had a kind of bookshop near the Gate. That shop no longer 
exists, it having been converted into an innocent pharmacy, run 
by a firm of Syrian Christians! 

Thus the opposition had clean gone! Further, the landlord 
was so anxious for us to stay there that he paid me no less than 
three visits, and finally reduced the rent for a fourth time-this 
time to the tune of ten pounds more. And so the dissolving view 
of our bookshop shews that at the very spot from which we were 
ordered out we are now requested to stay-by the same A1 aslems ! 

(2) There was another objective in the Jerusalem visit-an 
educated young convert from Iraq had written to request that he 
might be allowed to join me in the work of the Nile Mission Press, 
on the ground that he did not like the plans being made for him, 
and still more on the ground that he had been brought to Christ 
through our books. This was, of course, a delicate matter, as we 
are loyal to the societies of which converts are members, that is, 
as far as possible. In this case everything worked out quite 
happily, for the C.M.S. have agreed that he should be released 
from language teaching at the Newman School of Missions, and 
appointed as a evangelist at one of their stations. May God 
greatly use him. 
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I left Jerusalem ip a hurry, and hardly had time to thank my 
kind hosts. After a night ,yith Mr. and Mrs. King at Ismailia to 
do a little business with the E. G.l\l., I reached home on Thurs­
day, 8th May, none the \\orse physically-rather, considerably 
refreshed. 

A. T. UPSON. 
N.l\I.P., Cairo, 26/5/30. 

-----..... ~-~ 

"R~a~blng Out." 
THE MASTER-" Let uS! go elsewhere, to the neighbouring country 

to,wns, that I may proclaim my Me'Ssage there also, because 
fOil' that purpo"Se' I came from God. "-IVeymou.th's trans/a­
tVOH. 

THE SERYANT-" Making it my ambitlO'l1i, hOlwever, not tOi tell 
the Good News where Christ's. name was already kUiOWUi. 
BUlt, aSi the Scripture says, 'Thos.e shall see, to whom no 
report about Him has hitherto come, and those whOi until 
now have 11i,)t heard, shall understand.' "-If'eynwuth's 
tran,s la-tion. 

" Reaching out"! The Lord's last thoughts and words as 
He ascended to the Father were for the great \vide world of men. 
" U ntOi the UlttermOist parts of the earth." Reaching out to the 
unreached. Thi,!>', year, throuigh the: gift of a >:peciaJly equipped 
car for COIl portage and evang-elisatiOlI1i, \V'C have been able to' make 
extended journeys· to' the far-off plaoesl of Algeria. This land is 
in every respect a land of far distances, and to carry efficiently 
the Gospel message-to reach effectually its scattered population, 
has beeUi an ever pre·sent problem. Algeria, twice the s,ize OIf the 
British Islesl, has. a populaitioH of about ten to the square mile. 
In a city like. Londonl, o,r eve11l in the rural districtsl O'f England, 
it is comparatively easy, and at a moderate expense OInly, to dis­
tribute many hundreds of tracts,. To do. the same in Algeria 
i11lvo,lves" ofttimes, long and costly journeys,. To, carry the Good 
News to> the utmost confines of the land we felt the need of a 
more pmverful car. This need has been met, thrO'ugh the gener­
OIsity of alli anonymousi friend of the N.M.P. The new N.l\I.P. 
car has already tr'avelled over 3,000 miles· in the distribution 0'£ 
Christian literature~in the back of the car is built a cupboard 
capable of carrying about 2,000 books, besides provisions. The 
main dOlOr opens upward, and providesl, when in an exposed 
pos,itiOln, shelter from the heat of the sum The door of the pro­
vision cupboard drops dmn1 and makes a table, upon which one 
can display the bO'oks. 1111 addition to this, by a special arrange­
ment of the seats, it can be quickly turned into sleeping quarters 
for two men. vVe have the same old nles.sage!, "J esus Christ, 
and Him crucified "-but the most modern and the most effective 
meanls possible of publi7.hing it abroad. The problem of great 
distances has been solved, and independent of slmver means of 
transport, we arc enabled to extend the range 0'£ our operations 
to the utmost limit. The farthest point south reached by us' this 
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year is. situated about Sao miles from Algiers-the desert towns 
of the Beni \Izab. The chief town, Ghardai, is lYllt' in a line of 
to>\VI151 from the desert to the s,ea (a distance cqll(tl to that frum 
SUllthampton tOo Edinburgh) without a missionary. One of the 
most encouraging feature~ of this visit was OUI- contact with the 
J ("\\'5. I n the chid to\\"I"1 alu<l1JC' there are 1, :;00 Jews. :\Ions Lull 
told us tJlat in all his experience among the chosen people, he 
had never witnessed, as here, such a real demand fnr Christian 
literature. They are isolated, but the printed page reaches them. 
Gha.rdai LSI a far cry from Algiers, but this. is not the' utmos.t reach 
(:f o:w visiclll. OUI' ambition is, with the Apostle, to tell the Good 
Ne\\'s tu, those, tl), \\'hom no rep:.J'rt about Him has hitJlerto come. 
ThL horizun. lifts as \I'e move forward, and bdo're LIS are the \\'ide 
dl-"rrt expan,es of the beyond. The Sah~lra is fast becoming a 

.-\.l.GIERS MISSIUN CAlC 

high\\'ay for the a(h"ance of ci\"ilisation. Its oases, so long 
inacl'csSlibk, except by long, tedious camel journeys of many davs, 
are nO\\" , by modern means of transport, brought nigh, -To the 
plea&ure ~leker or the bu~iness man the Sahara is no longer the 
unreached, tht: unknHwn. Is. it to be the" unreached land" for 
the messenger of the Gospel? Shall lack of prayer-lack of men­
lack of means, hinder the moving forward of the life-bringing 
word? "Everything shall live whithersoever the river cometll." 
Life depends, on the reach of tJ1e river! \Vhat is, to be the reach 
of the river in these dr\" sollth lands·? The word of the Master is 
" to the u.ttennos.t.. " \\"hat is. our word? 

The second long itineration made by the N.M.P. car was in 
Eastern Algeria.. Four of liS travelled over 1,000 miles, dist'ri­
In:ting Christian literature and preaching the Gospel. Nearly one 
thousand books were sold. These were sold principally iIll the 
large native markets. Ou.r experiences in these markets were 
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va,ried,-inl some market!s. it was c:ompara.ti·.vdy easy t0' sell 0'ur 
bCJiOks.--men were eager tOi buy. In OIthers it was extremely hard, 
when, for a whole morning's work, only a few small books were 
sold. Sometimes one met with real hostility-then, n0' one would 
even look at a book. Backwards and forwards in a closely packed 
perspi.ri.IlIg mas/S, of humanity-showing OIne's. books continuously 
for two or three hours in the broiling sun, and with little result, 
is disheartening work. It is at such moments as these that the 
Christian colporteur needs the faithful and continuous upholding 
of his prayer partners-that in these hard, disappointing and 
discouraging moments, faith and vision fail not. One has to 
quietly remind oneself at such times that the Christian colporteur 
is not a book vendor-a pedlar-but a messenger of the Cross, 
a forerunner of the Overcoming Lamb. If the mere selling of 
books was our 0'bject, there would be much to discourage~it is 
not the number of books we sell, although that means much faith­
fulness in little, but the number of souls we touch that matters 
most. Not that sales are discouraging, on the contrary there is 
much cause for thankfulness in the large numbers sold, but we 
need often to pray, "Lord, save us from the snare of statistics" 
if we are to remember the" high calling" and great privileges of 
the Christian colporteur. The distribution of literature is a most 
honourable calling, and is in every sense of the word-pioneering 
-making roug-h places. smooth and the crooked places straight. 
It is essentially--preparing the way of the Lord. "Reaching 
out" that others may "reach to." The distribution of Chris­
tian literature is one of the most effectual methods of personal 
work among Moslems. In presenting- the books one is brought 
constantly in contact with souls, and the introduction of litera­
ture often gives a unique opportunity to pass on the Word of Life. 

One Friday evenin'S the son of the Marahout came to the car 
and was much interested in the books. He bought "Pennel of 
Afghan" and the Bible. The next day he invited me to coffee. 
Over the cups we had a long and profitable conversation. He 
commended the high tone of our literature, saying that the distri­
bution of pure literature was a good work. He asked many 
questions, not with the idea of controversy, but to have enlighten­
ment. "How could the Eternal have a son? God neither beget~ 
or is begotten." It was not easy, with all the preconceived 
notions in his mind concerning the verb "to' beget," to bring him 
into the light. One felt distinctly guided, and he thanked me for 
the answer, saying: "I have never before realized that the 
phrase 'Son of God' is a deep spiritual expression and not a 
material expression." Many other questions were asked, of 
which we have not space now to relate. But one point caused him 
much troubled thought. "The Koran tells me that Jesus said 
that one should come after Him whose name was Ahmed. You 
tell me that Tesus never said this-that there is no mention what­
ever in the Gospel of Mohammed." He then brought me the Bible 
he had purchased the day before, and we went through what our 
L0'rd said concerning- Him Who should come after Him-The 
Comforter. "Sir, if I believe what you have said, I make the 
Koran a liar. I believe no one is able to change the Word of 
God-no one can possibly alter it-and yet you say there is no 
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prophecy in the Gospel of the coming of Mohammed. I am in a 
dilemma. I believe what YOU say, but 1 cannot understand, it 
passes my deepest comprehension." Even after all this he 
remained friendly, and did not hinder anyone from purchasing the 
books. The next morning the .\Iarabout himself came to see us. 
\Ve had, and it \\'as the Sabbatll morning, a gathering under the 
trees of an attentive audience, listening to the si.ni:6ng of the 
Gospel hymns to the accompaniment of the harp. This was fol­
lowed by a Gospel address on Liberty. 111 the evening, il) the 
open air, the N .M. P. car served another purpose. I t ~vas, with 
the help of a sheet, the scrcen for a magic lantern service. The 
men sat around on the ground, eagerly following Gospel stories 
told in pictures. Just heside us was an old Roman triumphal 
arch, beneath that arch had marched the Roman legions, possibly 
many of the early Christians had passed over the same place. 
Once again the Name of Christ was heard in place of the 
" vanished Church." This is onlv one instance of several-how 
the distribution of literature reaches beyond the "door of oppor­
tunity" and gives for the Gospel messenger a "door of utter­
ance." In a land wherc open-air preaching is forbidden, but for 
our presence there in selling Christian litcrature, the uplifting of 
the Cross in that village would not have been possihle. This is 
only one of many villages and towns not yet reached with the 
Gospel. "\Vhen Jesus saw the multitudes He had compassion 
on them." It has heen said that the Greek word for "compas­
sian" convevs the sense of moviw! towards a person with out­
stretched ha;1ds. Our Lord was ever moving tm\'an1s men with 
outstretched hands-ever seeking- to reach thc unreachecl. In the 
supreme act of His divine lo,'e-His hands outstretched, nailed to 
the Cross--He still moved to,,'ards the multitudes \yith out­
stretched hands. In the hom of His death He reached out to the 
uttermost. Having lm'ed ... He loved to the uttermost." 
His last message \I'as " the uttermost parts" for those who had 
not yet heard. Is it our ambition as Scripture says, "that those 
shall see, to ",hom no report about Him has hitherto come?" 
Have we compassion on thc multitudes? Are we moving towards 
I hem \I'ith outstretched hands-the hands of prayer and inter­
cession? Are \\'e reaching out to the un reached ? The word of 
our 2'Iaster is "to the uttermost." \Vhat is our word? 

A. E. THEOBALD. 

H Dot mor~ tban otbus I a~s~r"~t but 60d 
bas gt.,~n m~ mor~." 

I
~ \VAS panting when I reached .the top of those \yinding 

~ ~ stairs. I had unconsciously been holding my hreath, for 
_<>co the smells were unspeakable, and the building gave one 

the impression of being saturated with stale sewerage. 
The roof room \ve were making for was bathed in evening. light 
and the air was fresher up there. 

On the floor under the little.windows, lav the old mother, ye(y 
ill and reduced to almost a skeleton. Put the tip 'of your first 
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finger on to the tip of your thumb and you have the size of her 
leg. She has gradually come to this condition through the hope­
less grief on the death of her eldest son, three years ago. She is 
quite deaf and almost blind, and so weak she cannot turn herself, 
and she has to be fed. She is cared for hy her \\idowed daug-hter, 
who has, apart from her mother, her O\yn sea of trouble.' Her 
husband died when her hoy was quite young. He is grmYI) up 
now and married, and for four years she has neither seen or heard 
from him. . 

About four months ago she was startled in the nig-ht hy cries 
from the landlady, who lives in the lower part of the building. 
On running to her help she was seized by the thieves who were 
carrying off the 'landlady's little store of mOney, and was brutally 
thrown down the stairs and had her leg broken and her arm badly 
injured. For three months she had her leg in splints, and neigli­
bours came in and out to attend to her and the old mother. And 
this was in all the great heat of the summer. 

But the object of our visit was not the mother or her daughter, 
but the son of the old woman. He is the odd man in our book 
depot, who sweeps and dusts and packs parcels of books and 
mails them. A thin, delicate man, who probably has never known 
the blessing of health. You could not imagine he, ever played a 
g-ame or had a good laugh! or even enjoyed anything, and when 
he gets ill his condition is miserable. 

We think he had an attack of the sun ten days ag-o, and one 
of our young men, Butros Eff., went with me to visit him. 

They live in this roof room and have a little kitchen-place by 
the 'side of it. The pleasure our visit gave them, and especially 
to the sister, was quite pathetic. Her life for the last three vears 
has been very hard, for the mother has been and is a great 
handful. 

, , My sister," I asked, "can you read? A few verses from 
the Testament each day would help you!" " No," she 
answered, "but I pray." I suggested that we had prayer before 
we left, and very simply and heautifully Butros Eff. prayed and 
then I followed in English. 

,He told her after'J had asked for patience ano streng-th for 
her, and she turned to me and said, " l\Ty sister, I have need of 
patience." J said, " J asked for more. I asked for loye, and ho\\' 
much you need that, a11':l J praised God that your mother has you 
to care for her, for she \vould be poor indeed without YOU," 

* * * * * 
On the way to church the day before, that verse flashed 

through my min'd. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, hecause 
He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor, He hath 
sent me to heal the broken hearted, &c." And in church the pre-
dominating thought was, "Follow me." -

K. E. UPSON. 

+ 
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Dpmn-H Cbt Wounds of Jtsus." 
By REV. D. WOOD. 

r. His Hands were pierced, the Hands that made 

The mountain rang-e and even glade; 

That washed the stains of sin away, 

And changed earth's darkness into day. 

2. His Feet were pierced, the Feet that trod 

The furthest shining star of God; 

And left their imprint, deep and clear 

On every winding pathway here. 

3. His Heart was pierced, the Heart that burned 
To comfort every heart that yearned. 

And from it came a cleansing flood, 
The river of redeeming Blood. 

4. His Hands and Feet and Heart, all three 

Were pierced for me on Calvary. 

And here and now, to Him I bring 

My hands, feet, heart, an offering. 

[FROM C.S.S.M. CHORUSES.] 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. xxx. OCTOBER, 1930. No. 125. 

€dttorlal. 
" In lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than 

themselves. Look not e'very man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others."-PHIL. ii. 3, 4. 

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. "-GAL. vi. 2. 

Our workers have all been very much scattered this summer, 
and no one has sent any news for" Blessed be Egypt." This has 
enabled us gladly to devote nearly the whole magazine to the work 
of others. 

The reprinting of parts of the Rev. W. W. Cash's latest 
book, "The Changing Sudan," which he has kindly allowed us 
to do, will cause many of our readers to get the book for them­
selves. It is intensely interesting. There are now three Missions 
at work in the Sudan: The Church Missionary Society, The 
American United Presbvterian Mission, and the Sudan United 
Mission. The last-mentioned is largely manned and supported 
from New Zealand. 

All these missions carefully co-operate in their great task. 

\Ve too must look forward to the time when we shall be able 
to extend the work of the Nile Mission Press there. We might 
£;reatlv help those who are at \york with many different languages, 
but using the Roman character. 

An account of the beginninc:' of a girls' orphanage in Cairo, 
through the effort of Quaker friends from America many years 
ago, is verv interestin<.;. It is still flourishing, and is carried on 
by those who have proved their Heavenly Fqther's constant care. 

The Paper entitled "\Vhen I am Old and Grey-headed" will 
brin£; to cur thoughts the need of caring for aged missionaries. 
God may give this special work to some who know what it is to 
be cared for in their old age. 

" Egvpt To-day," \vhich is written by Lieut. Maurice Little, 
IS the outcome of thoughtful inquiries while spending some time 
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in that land. He feels the critical position in which she now is, 
and earnestly desires that Egypt may find true liberty in spiritual 
things, and freedom from the evils which are now rampant in her 
midst. The brave fight against the bad habits of the past, which 
many are making requires the sympathy and comradeship of 
Christian men and women. 

We want to bear each others burdens, not in a judging spirit, 
but with the compassion of Christ. vVe want to tell them that 
He cares. 

+ 

c,,~ OUt miSsion prtss . 

• 

UR readers will like to know something of the move-

D! 
ments of our workers during the summer vacations. 

,:\\\t It was necessary that Mr. Upson should return 
C'~ home on private business, but both he and his wife 
~ are booked to return to Egypt on the 20th 

September. 

Mr. Menzies sails on the r6th of the same month. 

Mr. Kinnear spent his holiday at Geneva for the purpose of 
acquiring a further knowledge of French, and at the time of 
writing he is in charge of the work in Cairo, with Miss Mallinson 
and Miss Baker, who have also spent an enjoyable holiday at 
" Fairhaven. " They were able to distribute on trains and tram­
ways a considerable amount of Arabic literature, as well as some 
in . English, French, Italian, Armenian, Greek, German, and 
finally a Russian Bible. 

The Press will be in full activity therefore this month, and we 
ask for the prayers of our readers in connection with the winter's 
work. 

My wife and myself are also paying a short visit to Algiers, 
sailing on the 25th September, and I shall be glad of your prayers 
during our stay there. After having seen something of our new 
work in that land, I shall be very glad to book Meetings to tell 
about it when I return earlv in Noyember. Will our friends kindly 
arrange anything they can' for me. . 

At the moment of going to Press, we would urgently com­
mend the finances of the work to our readers, and as one will be 
away for some weeks, and we have no Deputation Secretary at 
present, the matter is urgent. 

We have to record this quarter the sudden passing of a yerv 
faithful Local Secretary. Mrs. Moon, who represented us in Mr. 
Upson's own village of Rayleigh in Essex, has gone to her rest. 
and we offer our heart-felt sympathy to her father and sister in 
their bereavement. 

Nile House, 

Tunbridge Wells. 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 
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H Cbt (banging Suaan." 
By THE REV. W. WILSON CASH, C.M.S. 

(Some extracts from this book printed in this magazine by kind permission.) 

• OXIE yea" ago I w"' tmvelling up the Nile "' chap­
lain to a British regiment that was being transferred 

\\ from Cairo to Khartoum. In the early hours of one 
morning I was awakened by a curious medley of 

~ sounds. The chug-chug of the steamer was mingled 
~' with the Moslem prayers of one of the crew, and 

not far away a soldier was whistling Tipperary. As the steamer 
came to a halt by the bank of the Nile, the picture was one never 
to be forgotten. The silver streak of the river stretched away 
to the north, enclosed by golden banks of sand, and a fringe of 
palm trees rose out of the water close to the shore. There were 
mud villages with patches of green dotted up and down; but the 
sight that riveted attention was the rock-hewn temple of Abu 
Simbal. It stood out in the early morning light with a mysterious 
glamour that transported one back to the days of ancient Egypt. 
The whole face of the rock had been carved in bold workmanship 
to form the entrance to the temple, which was guarded by four 
great statues of Rameses II., each one about seventy feet in 
height, carved out of the Rock. 

We were soon ashore exploring and investigating this won­
der of the Nile. Inside the temple the walls are covered with 
carvings, descriptive of battles depicting the triumph of Ramcscs 
over the negroes of the Sudan. The picture carvings show the 
Sudanese as slaves. They are shackled, and in one scene they 
are being beaten and in another beheaded. 

Here was art of a high order, sculpture of a lost civilization, 
and architecture that has outlived the buildings of later and 
greater periods. Yet it all illustrated a loveless age, a time in 
the world's history whei1 might was right, and when the poor and 
the weak were made to serve the ends of the rich and the strong. 

The four great figures sit facing the mysterious waters of the 
Nile. iNith strange expressive eyes they speak of a dominant 
autocratic power. There is something forbidding in their expres­
sion, and they typify Egypt's rule over the Sudan down the long 
ages of darkness. The temple is a marvel of craftmanship and 
art, yet an art that is cold and hard, which tells a pathetic tale 
of a civilization that enslaved a country and ground it under its 
heel with a cruelty and a misery unsurpassed in any part of the 
·world. The history of the Sudan is one long story of murder, 
torture, slavery, and organized oppression. Century after cen­
tury rolled by, and still the same cold features of Hameses looked 
down upon the land marked out for exploitation, and still the 
people suffered under the relentless indifference of a foreign yoke. 
The slaves of the Sudan were employed in building the monumental 
temples and palaces of Egypt. In the gold mines of the Sudan 
everything was worked by slaves, and it has been estimated that 
about £80,000,000 worth of gold annually was taken from the 
country. People travel long distances to-day to see the glorious 

The Chan{',ing Sudan, bY the Rev. W. W. Cash, pric<' 1/-, may be obtained from 
C.M.S., Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



2 4 ' 

THE 

ANGLO-E GYPTIAN 
SUDAN 

Scale /73 mUes to I inch 14fpnul'j 

I'!l 
~ 

t"l 
1 6l--;~,-~----+--,l----!-

~ 

~ 

---~-------- ---- - - -----

t 

II 
.1 

~~~' ABA~"\1 
--"+--=-T--------j I 

I 

... ~ ...... -.-. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 103 

gold work from the tombs of Tutankhamen and others, but few 
remember the cost of these treasures in blood and life to a poor 
pagan people. 

Before we returned to the steamer I was asked to conduct 
a short service for the troops. The regiment formed a semi-circle 
outside the temple, and, with the same mysterious statues of 
I\ameses looking down, they sang :-

Thy Kingdom come, 0 God, 
Thy rule 0 Christ begin, 

Break with Thine iron rod, 
'rhe tyrannies of sin. 

The hymn echoed across the Nile, and seemed to us a pro­
phecy of a new day for the Sudan. 

All that Rameses stood for has passed away, and a new era 
has begun. Slavery is a thing of the past, exploitation is ruled 
out. The misery of ages is forgotten in the prosperity of this 
new day. The Sudan has at last emerged from its long night. 
The dawn has come, and the people to-day look without fear at 
the statue of Rameses before whom their ancestors trembled. 

As the steamer drew away from the bank we looked back at 
these statues, the embodiment of changelessness in the midst of 
change. Inexorable Rameses had for more than 2,000 years 
looked down upon the dynasties of Ethiopian and Egyptian kings, 
upon Greek and Roman, upon Arab and Ottoman conquerors, 
upon a Mahdi dreaming of world conquest, upon Gordon in his 
ambition to relieve a suffering people, upon VVolseley in his fatal 
relief expedition, and upon Kitchener in his conquest of the coun­
try. Rameses had watched the ceaseless misery of ages, and now 
unchanged he sat with the same inscrutable features looking down 
upon a new Sudan, where a new and busy race is altering the face 
of a land that [or thousands of years has been in the grip of a 
fateful destiny. A bend in the river shut out the temple from 
our view. The steamer chug-chugged against the current and we 
were borne on towards Khartoum. 

As we approach the capital of the Sudan * let us pause and 
look at the country we have come to visit. 

The total ar~a of the country is about one million square 
miles, or roughly about that of British India, but unlike India 
with its dense population, the entire Anglo-Egyptian Sudan has 
only about six million inhabitants. Scattered over this vast 
expanse are innumerable tribes, some wandering over waterless 
deserts which stretch for hundreds of miles, some living in moun­
tain caves, and others hidden in the jungle maze of swamp and 
plain. 

The term" Sudan" is an abbreviation of the Arabic Bilad­
es-Sudan, or the Land of the Blacks. The old title of Negro-land 
was used for all the country stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Red Sea, but this ancient name through Arab influence is restricted 
now to the Sudan. The Sahara spreads across the continent and 
includes a great area of the Northern Sudan, which is barren 
desert. The traveller from Egypt has to traverse this sandy 
waste from Aswan to Khartoum. This belt of desert is so dis­
tinct from the rest of the country as to give the impression of 

* 'fhe word Sudan in this book will be us~d to refer to the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan. 'fhe Hausa States and the French Sudan lie beyond the present survey. 
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two wholly differ~nt lands. Leaving Khartoum and travelling 
south, the land lyIng between the Blue and White Nile is known 
as the Gezireh, and is to-day a productive cotton area through the 
building of the Makwar dam. The southern half from the Nuba 
Mountains to the borders of Uganda is forest and swamps, the 
haunts of the lion, the hippo, and the elephant. 

The contrasts between these two areas are very striking. In 
the north the people are mainly of Arab extraction. In the south 
they are Nilotic black tribes. In the north Islam is the one 
religion, while in the south paganism is predominant everywhere. 
The desert of the north is matched by the swamps of the south. 
In the north there is a common universal language~Arabic, while 

THE NII.E. 

in the south the tribes are linguistically divided into many groups 
with no lingua franca. This land of many contrasts has its capital 
in Khartoum, 1,500 miles from the Mediterranean Sea, yet Khar­
toum is really only the entrance to the Sudan proper, for the land 
stretches away for 1,200 miles more before Uganda is reached. 

In the territory north of Khartoum there once flourished the 
ancient kingdom of Meroe, with its own culture, civilization, and 
religion. It became a subject state to Egypt, and was conquered 
bv the Romans. The eunuch mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles 
~as in the service of Queen Candace, who ruled at Mcroe. He 
was therefore a Sudanese. This was the nation described by 
Isaiah as " terrible. " The people were racially distinct from the 
Nilotic tribes farther south, who were enslaved and down-trodden. 
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The eunuch was probably the first Sudanese to hear the Gospel. 
Philip had expounded to him the Christian interpretation of Isaiah 
liii., and he went on his way, a messenger of the Gospel to the 
Sudan. How Christianity was first carried up the Nile is uncer­
tain, but the rapid spread of the Faith in Egypt gave the country 
a self-expanding Church, and gradually churches were established 
up the valley of the Nile far into the Sudan, and Meroe became 
a Christian nation. 

The seventh century saw the first invasion of the Sudan by 
the Moslems. An army of 20,000 invaded Christian Nubia, and 
the country was compelled to pay a tribute of slaves to the Moslem 
rulers. Dongola having been captured in A. D. 652, a treaty was 
signed between the Nubians and Abdallah Ibn Saad, the Moslem 
leader. As this is the first treaty between Moslems and Sudanese, 
part of it is worth quoting :-

A treaty binding- on g-reat and small among them from the frontiers of 
Assouan to the frontier of Alwa. Ye people of Nubia. Ye shall dwell in 
safety under the safeg-uard of God and his apostle Mohommed, the prophet 
whom God bIeRs and save. We will not attack you; nor wag-e war npon you, 
nor make incursions ag-ainst you so long- as ye abide by the terms settled 
between us and yon. Ye shall protect those Moslems or their allies as shall 
come into your land .... Ye shall put no obstacle in the way of a Moslem 
but render him aid till he quit your territory. Ye shall take care of the 
mosque which the Moslems have built in the outskirts of your city and hinder 
none praying- there. Ye shall clean it, lig-ht it and honour it. Every year ye 
shall pay R60 head of slaves to the leader of the Moslems, of the middle class 
of slaves of your country without bodily defects, males and females, bnt no 
old men nor old women nor young- children. * 

From this time onward there were repeated insurrections by 
which the Nubians tried to regain their independence. Moslem 
armies marched up the Nile, and on each occasion the Christian 
forces were weakened. In the fourteenth century the last Chris­
tian king of Dongola was defeated by a Moslem force and sent as 
a captive to Cairo. Arab settlers poured into the Sudan and rapidly 
overran the country as far as Darfur and Abyssinia, and the king­
dom of Nubia came to an end. 

The Northern Sudan has for thousands of years had its links 
with the outside world through Egypt, but owing to the stidd or 
barriers of reeds and mud which block the Nile, and the impossi­
bility of navigation, the southern area was unexplored until the 
nineteenth century. So impossible were the swamps and lagoons 
that Central Africa could not be penetrated from the north, and 
the lakes of Central Africa were discovered from the east coast. 
This isolation made the Southern Sudan a part of the great unex­
plored centre of the continent, while the northern half was well 
known. To-day, under British rule, the river has been opened up 
and there is a through waterway from Khartoum for I, roo miles 
south, but a country of swamps, isolated from the rest of the 
world for so long, cannot emerge with the speed of a train into 
a new way of life, and many parts of the pagan Sudan are still 
wildly savage. 

The Moslem rule extended through those areas of the Sudan 
where Christianity had been establish~d. The pagans of the south 
had been wholly untouched by Christianity, and Islam in turn 

• Quoted in A History of the Arabs oj the Sudan, vol. r., p. 158. 
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failed to win them or conquer them. They remained the hunting 
ground of slave raiders, yet were savagely pagan as before. 
Christianity gradually disappeared and was replaced by Islam, and 
every living trace of the Christian faith was blotted out. Churches 
were destroyed and mosques were erected everywhere. 

In 1905 the first party of missionaries sailed for the Southern 
Sudan. They travelled by way of Cairo to Khartoum, where 
preparations were made for the long river journey of 1,100 miles 
into the heart of Africa. A gyassa or large sailing boat was pur­
chased. It lay on the opposite bank of the Nile from Khartoum, 
and each day the missionaries ferried over to work on it. A great 
deal had to be done before it could be made suitable to form the 
home of this pioneer party for about a month's journey. A deck 
house had to be built, stores purchased, including everything a 
party of men were likely to need who were going to live hundreds 
of miles from shops. These days were a trying time. The tem-

THg NILJi;. 

perature often stood at 1100 in the shade. There were numerous 
delays, and the missionaries were taught patience by the native 
workmen, who are never in a hurry and to whom time has little 
meaning. At last the great day came. The boat was completely 
equipped and ready to sail. A group of friends, including govern­
ment ofEcials, stood on the mud bank of the Nile and watched 
the great sail unfurled from its mast, T 18 feet high. Slowly the 
boat moved awav into mid-stream, round the headland into the 
White Nile, amid the cheers and good wishes of those who had 
come to bid them God-speed. Kllartoum was left behind and the 
great adventure had begun. 

As the missionaries gathered on the deck of the boat there 
came home to them in a fresh way the nature of the task they 
were facing. They were going- to an area where no missionary 
had ever worked; to a people who had never heard of Jesus Christ, 
and to a work that would demand their very best for the King­
dom of God. It was an adventure such as St. Paul would have 
loved. They carried the same Gospel as he had preached, and the 
same indomitable faith filled them with an apostolic optimism that 
through years of toil was to be tested again and again. 
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As the boat is now launched we can look more closely at the 
party on board. The crew numbered ten Sudanese from Dongola, 
a province once Christian but now solidly Moslem. The mis­
sionary party was six in number. Three were clergy, one a doctor, 
and two industrial workers. Archdeacon Gwynne (now the Bishop 
in Egypt and the Sudan) was their leader. 

For the first two hundred and fifty miles the country was 
desert, very typical of the Northern Sudan. The scene as far as 
the eye could travel was a sandy waste, dotted here and 
there with thorn bushes upon which camels can make a good meal, 
and a few scattered mimosa trees. 

The new era had not then touched this barren land, but 
missionaries traversing the same route to-day are shown from the 
steamer the great tract of land that has been reclaimed for cotton 
cultivation. They pass the spot where, at the time of writing, 
another large irrigation scheme is to be carried out through the 
building of a barrage to conserve still further the water for the 
territory to the north. 

KHARTOUM. 

Fortunately for travellers up the Nile the prevailing wind is 
north-west, and the Endea1Jour made good progress. Soon the 
Arab villages and the mud huts were left behind, and the country 
completely changed in character. It was now an extensive park 
land. In the desert no game had been visible; now herds of shy 
antelopes and other game were seen. The people, too, were of a 
different race; instead of the swarthy Arabs the villages were 
filled with jet-black Nilotic tribes. The camel of the desert was 
no longer seen, but instead there were herds of cattle. 

The missionaries had passed out of the Moslem area into 
the pagan regions of the south. The desert had given an impres­
sion of sterility. Now the party was amazed at the abounding 
life of the country. Thousands of birds and feathered fowl in 
wonderful variety rose as the boat stirred them to flight. Teal, 
duck, and g'uinea-fowl furnished the larder, and crocodiles and 
hippopotami were a common sight. 

The last stage of the journey was in many ways the most 
difficult. The party had reached the great sudd region. The 
masses of mud and reed had piled themselves up across the river, 
and a sailing boat could not, without long delays, penetrate it. 
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A distance of 300 miles of this swampy barrier lay before the 
missionaries, when a friendly government steamer came to the 
rescue and towed the boat the remainder of the journey. A 
channel through the sudd had been cut, and the little boat, towed 
by the steamer, made its way through a twisting, tortuous water­
way with high walls of thick vegetation on either side. The tall 
papyrus reeds were often over twenty feet high. Eventually the 
Endeavour moored at Mongalla. The 1,100 miles' journey was 
completed, and very glad the party were to be able to leave their 
tiny little home on the boat and to begin to prospect the land of 
their adoption. 

At Mongalla Dr. A. R. Cook from Uganda met the party to 
initiate them into the pioneer work that lay before them. What 
of the country to which they had come? Dr. Cook, writing at 
that time, says: "The principal feature of the place is the Nile, 
which is perhaps half a mile wide, although owing to a long island 
in the midst the visible channel is only a couple of hundred yards, 
but with a rapid current of over four miles an hour. From the 
nile the land slopes very gradually up to perhaps a height of 
thirty feet, but the country generally is as flat as a board. To the 
south-west is the prominent hill of Lado. This is the last hill 
visible from the river till Khartoum, 1,100 miles away." 

First impressions were those of a flat country, swampy in 
places, swarming with mosquitoes; of coal-black natives of a war­
like and savage type, generally suspicious and unfriendly; of 
innumerable dialects, none of which had been reduced to writing; 
of scattered hamlets formed of mud and reed huts; and of an 
immense task-the introduction of the Gospel into a land where 
cruelty and superstition had held sway from time immemorial. 

The first station chosen was near Bor on the river, about 
forty miles north of Mongalla. A clearing was made and a zareba 
formed as a protection against wild animals. The first thing to 
be done was to select a permanent site, healthier than Bor, and 
a village was found where a friendly welcome was given to the 
missionaries. Health was a primary consideration, and huts were 
speedily erected and work was begun on the Dinka language. 

Here a word should be said about the Dinka tribe. The men 
are entirely naked, though the women often wear goat skins for 
a covering. The youth of both sexes usually wear only beads 
and other ornaments. The men plaster their hair with a disgusting 
preparation of dung and clay and smear their bodies with it. It 
could hardly be said that there was anything attractive in the 
spectacle of these black sons of Africa, all armed with spears, 
watching the missionaries as they sought to establish friendly 
contacts. Women in this tribe are of secondary importance to 
the cattle, and the Dinka venerates his animals so much that he 
lives in their enclosure, praises their brute strength and sings to 
them. A rich Dinka often owns 600 to 1,000 head of cattle, but 
he seldom trades with them. The reason for this is that the tribe 
lives very largely upon milk; millet is soaked in milk, and the 
sticky mess formed a daily meal. In order to facilitate eating the 
four front teeth are extracted, generally by the use of a fish spear 
a practice which does not add to a man's beautv. A common cus­
tom is for a bull to be hobbled by the legs a~1d then speared in 
the neck; bowls are filled with the blood, which is then drunk; 
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the wound is tied up, smeared over with a mixture of dung and 
clay, and the animal is saved alive for a future meal. The witch 
doctors are all-powerful, and are the doctors of the tribe. * 

Such were the people that the C. M. S. sought to evangelize. 
Dr. Cook, writing at the commencement of the work, said: "The 
Mission has a magnificent field before it. May God enable us 
to take full advantage of it." I wonder how many supporters 
of the Mission at home would have seen in this environment" a 
magnificent field"? 

Seldom had a Mission started with more prayer. The little 
band of workers were not viewing sirnply the swampy plains of 
the Southern Sudan. They knew they were pioneers and that 
the particular bit of country occupied was part of a great plan 
for the Kingdom of God in Africa. I t was, to quote Dr. Cook 
again, "a link, albeit a very important one, in the chain of 
mission stations seen by the prophetic eye of Krapf sixty years 
ago as he laboured at his lonely post at Mombasa. How the heart 

GORDON'S STATUE A'f KHARTOUM. 

of the old veteran would have rejoiced could he have seen how the 
enormous gaps that once existed in the hypothetical chain are 
being steadily filled up till, as the Church of Christ lengthens her 
cords and strengthens her stakes, a thin white line spans the dark 
continent from shore to shore." 

Thinking back into 1905-06 we may well ask what was the 
policy of the Society in stationing a small band of men in the 
heart of a vast country, some ten times the size of great Britain. 
The first point to note is that the missionaries never hoped to 
cover the whole area. They sought to select strategic centres 
from which the influence of the Gospel would radiate to more 
remote regions. They had a well-thought-out plan of campaign 
which would include not only direct evangelistic and pastoral 
work, but also medical, educational, and industrial agencies. The 
Society had in mind the rapid growth of the Church in Uganda, 
and it was hoped that this Dinka country would prove again the 
power of the Gospel in a purely pagan area. 

The year 1906 was marked by the first skilled medical help 
many of these Dinkas had ever received. Dr. Lloyd's work took 

* See Savage Life in the Black S,u/an pp. 132-4. 
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a firm hold upon the people, and patients began to come from 
many distant villages. The same year witnessed the publication 
of St. Luke's Gospel in Dinka by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. * An outline grammar and vocabulary was completed and 
reading sheets of the alphabet, syllables, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments, and a selection of verses from the Scrip­
tures were sent to Cairo for printing. The first year closed there­
fore with substantial gains: progress in language, the opening 
of a dispensary, growing contacts with the people-the begin­
nings of a brave enterprise. 

In I898 I was helping in some evangelistic work at Levens­
hulme, near Manchester. One night we held an open-air meeting, 
and vVillie Haddow was present. Our message may have been 
crudely worded, for we were all youngsters, but Haddow, who 
was training to be an engineer. made his decision for Christ that 
night. His conversion wrought a veritable revolution in his life, 
and from then onwards he lived for the extension of the Kingdom 
of God. A number of us were members of a cycling club, and 
Haddow joined us. vVe used to cycle out on Saturday afternoons, 
for we were all in business offices in those days, and hold open­
air meetings in some village in Cheshire or Derbyshire. We all 
wanted to be foreign missionaries. and round the tea-table the 
latest news from different parts of the world was discussed. The 
band gradually scattered, one going to India, another to Egypt, 
while some carried on the work in England. Haddow offered to 
the C.M.S., and was trained at Islington. In 19I3 he sailed for 
the Southern Sudan. At Shambe on the Nile he was joined by 
Archdeacon Shaw, and together they began the long trek of three 
hundred miles to Yambio. This station had been opened about 
a year when Haddow arrived. The Rev. E. C. Gore was alone 
during that time, and great was his joy when a colleague arrived. 
Together they laboured for the evangelization of the Azande 
people. 

In I9I5 Haddow had an experience he never forgot. He 
was sitting one ev,ening reading letters from home when he 
became conscious of some one standing near him. Looking 
round he saw four Azande boys, who said: " God is affecting us. 
We want to follow Jesus and forsake heathenism for ever." The 
lads then told of their desire to follow Christ. Very simply they 
answered questions and their sincerity was obvious. Just as the 
Holy Spirit years before had led Haddow himself from darkness 
to light, so here in the heart of pagan Africa there were the same 
unmistakable signs of the work of the Holy Spirit. The Christ 
Who could save from sin a young engineer in Manchester was 
the same Christ in the Azande tribe, and these lads came out 
boldly as Christians, and their conversion proved to be the first­
fruits of a rich harvest. 

After a brief visit to England in I9I7. Haddow returned to 
the Sudan and took up work once more in Yambio. He was to 
have been joined by a colleague from Lau, but a rebellion broke 
out and the road was blocked, so these two men, 260 miles apart, 

• The original translation was made by Roman Catholic missionaries of earlier 
days, and suhsequently was revised by the B. & F.B.S. with the help of·a 
Dinka boy. To find this beginr.ing already made was an immense help to the 
C.M.S. pioneers. 
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had to sit tight and wait for the clouds to lift. We often speak 
of the loneliness of the country clergy in England, but what of 
a man in the heart of Africa, surrounded by paganism, a war in 
progress not very far away, the haunting roar of wild animals 
at night? It was not the quiet isolation in which one can with­
draw into spiritual meditation, but a loneliness where a man feels 
he is surrounded by the powers of evil and darkness. The deaden~ 
ing atmosphere of heathenism oppressed his soul, and in those 
days faith in the living Christ was tested to its foundations. Con­
flict was met by a deep prayer life, and Haddow had the joy of 
seeing the power of God in the lives of some of the young men. 
One Sunday morning a man rose in the congregation. Very 
nervously he walked up the aisle, and turning to the people said: 
" The Holy Spirit has spoken to me. I know it. I cannot stand 
it any longer. I have sinned. I know God's Word is true. I 
am different inside, and I want you all to know it. I am full of 
joy. All of you, 0 come to Jesus Christ." The sermon had not 
yet been preached. There was nothing of emotional excitement, 
only the " still small voice" of the Spirit of God leading a soul 
into the radiance of abundant life in Christ. 

Anyone who has tried to maintain his spiritual life in such 
surroundings as these, with the constant buzz of the mosquitoes, 
the dirt and repulsiveness of much in the daily life of the people, 
the entirely uncongenial environment, will know how difficult it 
is. The tendency is for the little things to play upon the nerves 
and for the routine of work to " get on top" of the worker. But 
Haddow found in his solitude the way through his environment 
to life in Christ. It was not by throwing off the fettering diffi­
culties, but by drawing upon God's resources for life as he had 
to face it. Writing about this time he said: " It is there [in the 
African bush] that the invisible becomes visible, it is there the 
still voice is heard, and the being of man receives a divine impulse 
and glows with the fire of God. Such lonely secret places have 
been the very gate of heaven." 

In 1921 Haddow took up his new work at Maridi, an out­
station of Yambio. Here he had to begin again at the beginning, 
and we find him maintaining his cheery good humour while digging 
wells and building huts. For two years he toiled in an effort to 
establish the work, and he was able to report that about eighty 
people were coming to the services and forty boys were attending 
school. His untiring energy never seemed to flag, but the strain 
of these years began to tell. He had a severe attack of dysentery, 
and in his letters home in 1923 there is an intense and an appealing 
note. He wrote begging others to come out and join him. Wist­
fully he looked at England with its great army of Christian 
workers. Did no one care for Africa? His last circular letter 
was an appeal for recruits. 

Early in 1924 Dr. Fraser at Lui received a pencilled note 
from Haddow, saying he was down with "blackwater." Dr. 
Fraser was himself ill with malaria, but he rushed off on his motor 
cycle to the aid of his friend. His fever getting worse, the doctor 
found he could no longer control the machine, so abandoning it 
he was carried the rest of the journey by porters in relays night 
and day. He arrived at Maridi on January 30th, four days after 
Haddow's death. 
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Alone in the heart of Africa, with no white man near, he 
passed into the Master's presence. His life had been literally 
blazed out for God. It was a great adventure, and he never 
regretted having given himself for the Sudan. It was through 
such men as Haddow that this Mission held on through disaster 
and won a place for the Gospel among those who were held fast 
in all the degradations of heathenism. 

It is a far cry from 1906 when the Endeavour first moored 
alongside a high bank with thick scrub. Tall negroes then looked 
on with surprise as the ground was cleared and the small tents 
erected. Bishop Gwynne tells how "the headman asked why 
they come, were they government? No. Were they traders? 
No. They had come to make friends with them, to learn their 
language, to teach them of God, to lift them up to a higher state 
of civilization. "We have heard that before," said the native 
spokesman. "The Arabs used to make promises like these to 
win our confidence, and suddenly one night they would bring out 
their guns, surround our villages, kill our old people and carry the 
rest into slavery." The only answer to that was: " Give us your 
confidence and you shall see." * 

That was the reception the little party received. The going 
was heavy. The place swarmed with mosquitoes, robberies were 
frequent, and wild beasts prowled round at night and took toll 
of their sheep. One after another the missionaries were attacked 
by malaria, and friendly advisers recommended them to give in 
and go home. The long hours spent in mastering a language 
never before reduced to writing had little of romance in them. 
In the schools they taught the natives to read, to make bricks, 
to work in the garden, and to grow things they had never seen 
before. They were taught to use tools, to play football, and, 
above all, they were taught of the redeeming love of Christ. 

Year after year the missionaries battled on against tremen­
dous odds, and in the past twenty-three years seven mission 
stations have been established. An African Church in the Sudan 
is now in being, and the men who refused to admit defeat have 
won a permanent place for the Gospel in the life of the Sudan 
and an abiding affection in the hearts of the people. This chapter 
has been the story of consolidation, but it would be a mistake to 
imagine that the battle is won. Twenty odd years of labour have 
only touched the smallest fringe of the problem. An open door 
lies before us and each year seems to add to the responsibility. 
And now we are summoned once more to advance . 

• 
11 Bit of QuakH !liston' in Cairo • 

• 

EVV Friends .WhO visit Cairo know the special interest 
for them which attaches to the Fowler Orphanage 
for girls found there-the pioneer Orphanage in 

I Egypt. It was opened twenty-five years ago, and 
l..!:§Ej'6) owed its origin and home to the faithfulness of two 

Ohio Conservative Friends, who travelled thither 
in 1896 . 

• Bishop Gwynne in the Empire Review, quoted in Public Opinion, Jan. 11th, 1924. 
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We knew the bare facts ten years ago, and had met the lady 
in charge, but not until January last had we visited the home. 
We also had the privilege of meeting Miss Smith, the lady with 
whom the Fowlers were linked in their concern. Although over 
eighty-two years of age, she still superintends some welfare work 
in Cairo. 

The following account of John and Esther Fowler, from the 
pen of their friend, Laura J. Hoyle, was written from Cambridge, 
Ohio, on October 27th, 1922:-

" I wondered if thee might not like to know a little more of 
John and Esther Fowler. They were very quiet retiring people 
in their private life, and one must search them out to know them. 
I counted them friends of mine, especially Esther, whom I have 
visited in her home after she became a widow. They were married 
late in life. Esther was then a Minister in our Society of Friends. 
She often felt called to make little trips in the name of her Lord. 
John told someone that he thought it would be right for him to 
marry Esther, so that he might be able to shield her and take 
care of her on these journeys. She was always very frail, but 
was given strength to carry out her Heavenly Father's biddings, 
and lived about ten years longer than her husband. 

" John Fowler was always interested in the welfare of little 
children. His home was in Athens County, Ohio, and before 
his marriage (in the '80'S, I believe) he was much distressed that 
there was no place for orphan children but the poor-houses. The 
country had no money for the building of a home for children, 
but said if he would provide it, they would take care of it. So 
he started out on foot to solicit the money, being a poor man 
himself. He determined that every man, woman and child in 
the county should have the opportunity to help, but it was a long, 
hard task to see them all. By and by a man became impressed 
with his earnestness and gave him a horse to ride, and finally 
the necessary amount was subscribed, and a farm and farm-house 
was bought, and the children moved from the other places in 
two wagons-forty of them, I think, and were installed in their 
new home. 

"When John and Esther Fowler were in Cairo they were 
not ordinary tourists. They did not like to travel, and had no 
means with' which to do it. In their later years their home meet­
ing took up a collection to put in the bank for their maintenance. 
But Esther Fowler had a strong feeling that her Master wanted 
her to go to Egypt. It was a direct call, for she knew no one 
there, and. knew no one in the habit of going there, so that there 
was no chance of her call being merely a personal interest. She 
asked the Society for their sanction to her desire, which meant 
also their financial support. It was not at first granted, but finally, 
the call being too insistent to ignore, way was made for their 
going. She told me herself that they had no intimation given 
them of what they were to do for the Master when they got there, 
only they must go. 

" She always gave the credit for the work to her husband, 
saying that it was he who was so profoundly moved by the suffer­
ing and degradation of the little children. And I know that after 
their return to America, it was he who quietly but steadfastly 
kept asking and asking for alms for the children until the sum 
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of $8,000 was acquired, which was placed in the hands of the 
United Presbyterian Board." 

The visit of John and Esther Fowler to Egypt occurred in 
1896. In these days of many tourists, where each new-comer 
seems to be simply one more sight-seer, how refreshing it is to 
think of those two saintly Quakers who visited Egypt thirty-thrC't' 
years ago-" Because they felt called of the Lord to do so." 

The Beginning of the Fowler Orphanage. 
I quote the following from an article written by Miss 

Smith :-
" I think the story of the orphanage is truly wonderful In 

demonstrating the love and care of our God and Saviour. 
"In 1896 John and Esther Fowler went with me to Harct­

es-Sakkiah, and were so impressed with the appearance of the 
school girls compared with those they had seen in the streets 
gather the' gilla ' after the animals, that Mr. Fowler wept when 
he spoke of them. He wished to do something for the Lord in 
Egypt. I had often wished for an orphanage or home for those 
who had no homes. 

"When they went back to America they began to gather 
funds for an orphanage, and gave the money to the Board of 
Foreign Missions for that purpose. Every year the matter was 
discussed, but as the Boards were in debt and had forbidden our 
Mission to begin new work, it was decided that it could not be 
done. 

"In 19o{) I asked the Association to allow me to begin an 
orphanage in the small school in Fum el Khalig, and began in 
February, 1906. We began with six orphan girls and two 
teachers and a Biblewoman. 

"We found many promises in God's word for the orphans 
and the needy, and our loving heavenly Father never failed us. 
We were in Fum el Khalig four years. Then as the place was 
too small we had to move again. We found a house in Shubra, 
not far from the railway station." 

It is interesting to recall the fact that the Orphanage was 
begun at a time of great financial distress in the home churches. 
The Foreign Board was so badly in debt that they had ordered 
the missionaries to "retrench," and forbade them to start any 
new work. For that reason, some of the Mission fathers shook 
their heads when Miss Smith asked permission to start an orphan­
age. There were those who said, "You will get a lot of poor 
children on your hands, and then in a few years you will be coming 
to the Boards asking for a building, and money for the running 
expenses." Others said, "It will divert money from the regular 
church channels." Some feared that the girls would never be 
able to make their own way, and would be a burden all their lives. 
To these objections Miss Smith replied that she would not ask 
the Boards for any appropriation for the orphanage. She would 
not advertise. She would not solicit money from individuals in 
Egypt or America. She would simply trust the Lord to provide 
every need in answer to prayer. So it was in the visionary, 
unreasonable, impossible manner that the first orphanage for girls 
was started in Egypt. 
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How the Orphanage Home was provided. 
In a few years the Orphanage had outgrown its rented 

quarters. A permanent building was necessary. Some of the 
dear Mission fathers said: "We told you so! Now you have 
fifty or sixty girls on your hands and no fit place for them to live, 
what do you propose to do?" Miss Smith replied, " We have 
money enough to buy land, let us buy at once." "And what 
good will land do you without a house? Do you know that 
it will take a thousand dollars to build a wall around the land, 
put in drainage, and build a house large enough to hold your 
family of girls and teachers? " 

" I know that God is able to provide us a house if we trust 
Him, and I am sure He will provide," was the simple, humble, 
impractical answer. 

One might think from the remarks of some of the Mission 
fathers, that they were not in sympathy, but such was not the 
case. They were making search all over the city of Cairo for a 
building, or for land on which to build. Miss Smith was very 
anxious to have the Orphanage in Fum el Khalig, and every bit 
of available property out that way was investigated. Then one 
day there came the astonishing information that the old Austrian 
Hospital away out in Abassia was for sale. The committee went 
to consult Cautawy Bey about it. When he learned that they 
wanted it for an Orphanage, he was willing to sell it to them for 
the price of the land. 

Miss Smith's faith was rewarded. The Lord did provide the 
house. 

How the Orphanage is supported. 
We have already mentioned the fact that the Orphanage was 

started at a time of financial depression in America. The Mission 
Boards were in debt. Some of the work already started had to 
be closed, and no new work was allowed. 

In the midst of that depression, Miss Smith began the Orphan­
age. She did not ask anyone for money. It was a venture of 
faith. Its bank notes were God's promises, and they were cashed 
in through prayer. The interest on the money collected by Friend 
Fowler was used to pay the house rent until the new building was 
purchased. Then the Fowler Fund and all other accumulated 
funds were used to purchase the new property. 

The fact remains, that from the beginning of the Orphanage 
in 1906 until the present day, all the running expenses* have been 
supplied through prayer and voluntary gifts. 

* * * * 
Miss Smith has been succeeded in the direction of the Orphan­

age by Ella M. Barnes, a woman of like mind. The spirit of her 
service can be gathered from the following, written in November 

• Fowler Orphanage provides a home for fifty or more girls at a time. New 
ones are admitted at the age of three or five years, and each one is cared for and 
trained as a daughter of a large family. The aim is to train each one for some 
Christian service. Twenty-four have taught scbool. Ten of them are teaching 
this year. The total sum ofteachinlr years of the twenty-four girls is one hundred 
and seven. There are nine Bible-women. and four in "chool preparing for that 
work. Eight are working this year. Their total nnmber of service amounts to 
forty-five years Others have helped in hospitals and bomes. Many are married. 
It costs about five thousand dollars a year for the running expenses. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



(( BLESSED BE EGYPT." II7 

last :-" Some of you refer to the lady in charge of this home 
as a ' wonderful' woman, doing a ' wonderful work' and having 
, wonderful faith.' I beg of you not to think of it in that way. 
The only thing about her is the fact that God can use such a weak 
instrument in His service. This Orphanage is not being run by 
the faith of the missionary in charge. It is being run by the faith­
fulness of God. To Him be the glory and the praise." 

M. N. F. 

Reprinted from" The Friend," April 25th, 1930. 

+ 
H Wbtn I am Old and 6rap .. btadtd." 

" Hitherto have I declared Thy wondrous works. Yea, even 
7IJhen I am old and gray-headed, 0 God, forsake me not." 

-PSALM lxxi. 17-18. 

6Ii':~r;IIr.~HEN Hudson Taylor was an old man, in the last year 
of his active ministry, he deliberately gave this 
striking and arresting testimony. 

"I have sometimes met people who said: 
'Trusting God is a very beautiful theory, but it 
won't work.' But, praise God, it has worked, and 

it does work. 
, I remember a dear friend, an aged minister in London, who 

said to me in the year 1866: 'Well, you are making a great mis­
take in going to China with no organisation behind you. We 
live in a busy world and you will all be forgotten, and the Mission 
won't live seven years.' That was the prophecy of this good man, 
and a wise man too. 

But he was mistaken, and I could only say to him in a very 
simple way: " I have got four children. I have never yet needed 
a committee to remind me of their needs or of my duty to them; 
and I do not think that I have more care for my children than my 
heavenly Father has for His children, whom He is thrusting out 
to China." 

"Well, He has cared for them through all these years, and 
He has graciously helped us; and as the work grew He has given 
the organisation we had no need for, and no place for, at the com­
mencement. But the organisation has grown up with the work." 

It would be a great mistake to associate Hudson Taylor's 
faith with lack of prudence and care. No man was more far­
seeing. "My servants shall deal prudently," was a thought ever 
present in his mind, and upon one occasion in the Mission's his­
tory, when he feared undue enthusiasm might prevail, he publicly 
asked for prayer that a spirit of prudence might be given. In 
support of this request he recalled the fact that God specially 
endowed David with" prudence and understanding, that he might 
build an house for the Lord." And so the Mission has proved that 
organisation, and other essentials not needed at the commence­
ment of the work, have, as Mr. Taylor said, been provided as the 
needs have arisen. 

There is, perhaps, no more striking illustration of this than 
is to be found in the Mission's Superannuation Fund. The years 
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of rapid growth, forty and more years ago, when the Hundred 
and other large reinforcements went forth, is inevitably reflected 
in an increased number of workers unequal to the strain of active 
service in China to-day. And to these must be added those who, 
by reason of the recent crisis in China, cannot return to their old 
stations, and yet are not young and robust enough to resume the 
role of the pioneer. With the somewhat sudden transfer of 
authority to Chinese leaders in many of the older stations, a 
development made more urgent in consequence of recent upheavals 
in China, there are, of necessity, a number of workers compelled 
to face new conditions. While they rejoice to see the Chinese 
leaders increase, decrease in their case means withdrawal from 
the work they have built up, and at the same time their strength 
is unequal to labour in unevangelised regions where they could 
not find the comforts of a home. 

I t is therefore of special interest to recall the fact that forty 
years ago, this year, a Superannuation Fund was established by 
one of the oldest and best friends of the Mission. It was, in many 
ways, a remarkable action, for at that time there was not a single 
member of the Mission in need of such a fund. But the generous 
donor, who was none other than Mr. W. T. Berger, the first Home 
Director of the Mission in this country, saw what in the course 
of nature must eventually come to pass. So he, when an old man 
himself, being then in his seventy-fifth year, gave the munificent 
sum of £4,000 to found a fund for worn-out workers. He has 
been well-called the" Nursing Father" of the Mission, and no 
gift of his many generous donations was more beautiful than this 
one. It is often more gratifying to contribute to some forward 
movement or new adventure than to remember the retired veterans. 
And yet, it was the pouring forth of precious ointment at the 
close of our Lord's ministry that moved Him to utter words of 
grateful appreciation which are to be associated with the Tidings 
of Great Joy so long as the world lasts. 

Referring to Mr. Berger's generous gift, Mr. Hudson Taylor, 
in r890, spoke as follows :-

" The question has often been asked: 'What will your mis­
sionaries do when they are superannuated?' and the reply has 
been, ' Just what they are doing now-rely on the faithful promises 
of God, and experience their fulfilment.' 

" But before any of them are superannuated-our senior mis­
sionary, who went out in 1862, is still in vigorous service-God 
has put it into the heart of one of our oldest and most liberal friends 
to found a special fund for worn-out workers by a donation of 
£4,000, hoping that many others will sympathise with his desire 
tJ see such workers provided for independently of the current 
income of the Mission, and will add to the fund." 

That gift has since inspired others to supplement it, both by 
offerings and legacies, but even then it has not accomplished all 
that Mr. Berger had hoped, for the more than forty workers now 
on the retired list in this country-not a large number, considering 
the size of the Mission and the exacting nature of its work-have 
in part to be provided for from the General Funds, and not exclu­
sively from the Superannuation Account. But though that special 
fund is insufficient to meet the needs of all the retired workers, 
the story of its inception forty years ago will, we feel sure, be 

electronic file created by cafis.org



120 "BLESSED BE EGYPT. J) 

of interest to the friends and supporters of the Mission, and call 
forth their thanksgiving that at this time it renders such substan­
tial help in connection with a real need. 

It should be added that the late Mr. William Borden, whose 
life Mrs. Howard Taylor has recently written, also left a substan­
tial sum of money in "his will for the" establishing of a similar fund 
for the Mission in America. It is interesting to recall that in this 
country it was the forethought of an old man which led to the 
founding of this fund, and in America it was the thoughtful con­
sideration of a young man at the very beginning of life. 

During the month of March this year a sum of £150 was 
received from a donor towards the Superannuation Fund. It was 
not given out of affluence, but out of comparative poverty. The 
generous giver is earning a wage of fifty shillings a week. He 
commenced to give to the Mission thirty-five years ago, and yearly 
has increased his gifts until they reached £ro a year. Now in 
the seventy-sixth year of his age he is sending this £150 to us 
and the same amount to three other societies out of his savings, 
to help meet the needs of missionaries who, after many years of 
strenuous labour in China have had to retire. Such giving must 
surely bring joy to the heart of the One \Vho so loved that He 
gave-His Son. 

For these generous friends, and for all who have been moved 
by a like consideration, we give God thanks, and call to remem­
brance the gracious and inspired words: " Even to old age I am 
He, and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made and I 
will bear: yea, I will carry, and will deliver." 

M. B. 
April, 192'9. 

• 

t N recent years we have observed how two Islamic countries 
responded to the challenge of western civilisation. In 
Turkey a dictator succeeded in overthrowing the customs 

~ of centuries without suffering any hurt to himself; in 
~ Afghanistan the king who tried to follow this lead was 

less fortunate, and lost his crown for his pains. Egypt 
has produced neither a Mustapha Kamil nor an Ammunulla, but 
it has felt the pressure of western conditions, and stands half­
way between the extremes of revolution and reaction. Returning 
to the country after an absence of many years one finds a strange 
intermingling of the old and the new. The peasant is still to be 
seen astride his donkey, while his consort follows on foot with 
the bundle upon her head. On the other hand, we see the effendi 
walking by his wife's side wheeling the perambulator. A veiled 
woman in a shortened habarah walks side by side with her sister, 
who has adopted European dress and carri"es a powder puff and 
lip stick. These things may seem unimportant, but they typify 
the opposing sides in the conflict which is being waged to-day 
in religion, politics and education. 

The next few years promise to be critical ones for Egypt. 
The responsibility of self-government has been accepted by the 
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nation, and the future is full of challenge. Baksheesh! the 
drug habit! social impurity! these are terrible evils, and every 
observant visitor to this land knows how firm a hold all three 
have upon the life of the people. Until they are eliminated there 
can be no real progress. Egypt has yet to awaken to a realisation 
of her own needs; she has yet to develop a craving for the ulti­
mate values-truth, beauty, goodness. Is it not eternally true 
that the people who have no vision must perish? Can Islam 
bring healing and inspiration to these her children? Young 
Egyptians of the educated class do not think so, for many of 
them have lost faith in the religion of their fathers; but, alas! 
they are putting nothing in its place. They do not accept Christi­
anity because of that innate antipathy to the very name of Chris­
tian; there is also the fact that no religious liberty exists. Only 
a few weeks ago a young teacher who had made a public pro­
fession of his faith in Christ was told by the head master that, 

HIGH NILE AT THE PYRAMIDS. 

unless he recanted, he would forfeit his post. There are signs, 
however, that both antipathy and persecution are not quite as 
intense as they used to be. The spread of education must lead to 
a new spirit of tolerance, and, moreover, as Egyptian statesmen 
are brought into contact with European thought they must surely 
be impressed with the fact that freedom of religious thought is 
one of the first attributes of the modern state. 

Here then is the challenge to the Christian Church-an 
ancient country stands at the dawn of ~ new era, its people, 
weighed down by a burden of social evil, are in sore need of a 
new vision, its young men find no resting-place in the faith of 
their fathers. Has the Christian Church a strategic eye for this 
opportunity? Is she ready to advance into the breach, crying, 
" Liberty to the captive, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound! " 

vVe must not forget the splendid service of the past; the 
long years during which faithful servants of God held nobly to 
their task of preaching the Gospel, despite discouragement and 
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disappointment. These pioneers must often have sung with rare 
feeling the words of the old hymn, "Many a sorrow, many a 
labour, many a tear!" They had to face the full intensity of 
Moslem opposition, and their few converts met with relentless 
persecution. They must often have wondered if their energy 
would not have been better employed amongst a more responsive 
people. We see now that the foundation was well and truly laid. 
The young missionaries of to-day are seeing the results of this 
devoted service. Sometimes it is a fellah who was in hospital 
long ago and heard the story of the Prodigal Son, or a woman 
who had heard the parable of the Lost Sheep; again, the people 
in an out-of-the-way village had seen the Life of our Lord as shown 
by the lantern slide. All are ready for further teaching. For 
years Christian literature has been showered upon the country, 
and it is known that tracts and Gospels are now studied with 
interest. In December last a lady missionary handed a tract to 
a young man who was a fellow passenger in a suburban train. 
This Effendi was the leader of a band of youths who spent their 
evenings in gambling and immorality. He became an inquirer, 
and persuaded his friends to follow his example, and now at least 
ten of these young Cairenes have abandoned their old haunts 
and are searching the Scriptures in the pure atmosphere of a 
Christian home. To those who know the IVloslem field this may 
sound a strange story, but it is true. The mother of one of these 
young men, seeing the change in her son's life, asked him to 
explain the reason for it. vVhen she heard how he had been 
brought into contact with Christianity she asked if she might be 
taken to see the people who had worked such a marvellous change 
in her boy. She herself has become an inquirer, and is learning 
that it is the Lord Jesus Christ Who is the reformer of her son's 
life. 

What a glorious thing it would be if Egypt, at this critical 
period of her history, should turn to the Cross which she so long 
has spurned. Then would her young men find courage and 
inspiration for the new responsibilities that await them, and only 
then would her national Ii fe be cleansed of corruption and 
impurity. All things are possible with God-Egypt can be won 
for Christ. 

E. MAURICE LITTLE. 

March 23rd, 1930. 

U Your labour Is nOf fruUlus In Ib~ £ord." IT wa. macket day-the ,teed, wm thconged w;th nat;",. 
~ ~ Amid this crowd of Arabs a corporteur sought an entrance 
~ ~ for the Word. It was a disappointing morning-only a 
nr. few deig"ned even to glance at the books-some openly 

denounced them as heretical-many turned disdainfully away 
as if such literature was not worth V of notice. But often 
the most discouraging day brings a; unexpected recompense. 
"Light is sown for the righteous," although the hour of its 
appearing may tarry. On this particular morning after two hours 
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of almost fruitless toil, a young Arab approached the colporteur. 
In his hand was a copy of the" Story of Joseph" in French. 
" Have you the story of our Lord Jesus Christ of \ ,yhom this book 
speaks? " he asked. The colporteur handed him a copy of the 
New Testament. "Sir, I cannot read this, the print is too small, 
and my sight is weak." After searching through his stock the 
colporteur regretfully told him that for this time he had nothing 
he could offer him in larger type. At that moment another Arab, 
who, standing- by, had heard the conversation, said, "I think I 
can find something suitable for the young man." Putting his hand 
in his inside pocket he drew out a New Testament in a clearer 
type. Offering it to the young man, he said, " Take this-I have 
another one at home-I too am a follower of our Lord Jesus 

IN ALGERIA. 

Christ. " Sown by some missionaries long before in Morocco, 
light suddenly breaks forth at an unexpected moment to gladden 
the heart of one of the Lord's servants in Algeria. 

* * * * * 
A few hundred miles eastward another colporteur was work­

ing. Again it was difficult going. Sales were slow-hearts were 
closed. "Sir, I desire those books which will tell me more about 
Jesus." The colporteur looked into the face of this sturdy son of 
the hills and said, "Do you love the Lord Jesus? " "I do," 
responded the man. "I have learned to love Him-I love Him 
with all my heart," Hands were clasped in the fellowship of the 
one Lord . The Word faithfully delivered in some far-off moun­
tain village of Kabylia begins to bear fruit in a crowded market­
place. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



1:24 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Still further on-a town towards the south. The street was 
lined with traders-old clothes-sandals made from used motor 
tyres, bread, meat, dried dates, honey cakes, highly coloured 
sugar sticks, in fact everything sought after by the Arab inhabi­
tant, could be purchased in this street. Among this medley of 
men and things the colporteur was steadily working. Going 
from one merchant to another, he sought to persuade them to 
buy the literature he was carrying. Approaching an Arab who 
was sitting by a heap of dried dates, he offered him some books 
to look at. The man took the books from his hand, and seeing 
that they were Christian books, he said quietly, lest his neighbour 
should hear, " I believe on our Lord Jesus Christ-I believe now 
that He is more than a prophet-He is the Saviour-He is my 
Saviour. " A message heard in the weekly classes in the city is 
not forgotten on the plain. 

(ALGIERS MISSION BAND) . 

• 
JII I)¢adquartus. 

[One is at a loss to know what to entitle these few lines, as they do not 
deal with what one would ordinarily call .. The work of the Nile Mission 
Press in the Moslem World "-but they may !rive our readers an idea of how 
the time gets filled up out here on the field. Tbe thoug-ht came to me, when 
our Editor sug-g-ested to me to write something' about summer time in Eg-ypt, 
to take a typical day in the month of A UI~ust, during which month I hnd 
the pleasure of keeping- a geneml supervision over the Press work in the 
absence of Mr. Upson in England, and Mh·s Baker and Miss Mollison on 
holiday at "Fairhaven." We shall choose a Saturday-only a morning's 
work, as a whole day would perhaps make too wearisome reading,] 

Five-thirty a.m. Awakened by the noises in Manakh Street, 
where the native traffic has already begun to stir. Then full con­
sciousness is produced by street cries of " Laban, laban! " (Milk), 
" Aal ya beed ! " (Fresh eggs), "Ispeeritoo" (Methylated spirit), 
and so forth ad infinitum, to the accompaniment of donkey bray­
ings, which are more blatant than musical. And so one can just 
lie there, trying to remember what time it could have been one 
actually went to sleep during the sultry night that has at last 
passed, and what the temperature must have been. (We have 
seen it stay at goO F !). 

Well we finally get out of --or off-the bed (we have not even 
been under the top sheet) at six, not unwillingly, as the prospect 
of a shower, even though it be in lukewarm water, is a distinct 
allurement. On emerging from the bathroom one may happen to 
surprise the milkman just going into the kitchen to leave the 
morning'S supply. It is just as well to follow him in. (Shall we 
say the effect of one's presence is sometimes noticeable in the 
quantity he leaves behind?) 

Seven o'clock, breakfast gong. After brief prayers in the 
sitting-room the household assembles for the meal-in this case 
the " family" consists of two members! We pass the meal in 
comparative silence; after all, one is not very talkative first thing 
in the morning after a night of restless tossing under a stifling 
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mosquito net. "Did you have to go and wake up the servant 
this morning?" "N 0, for a wonder, his alarm clock must have 
gone off at the right time." "I notice you come to breakfast in 
your shirt-sleeves." "Well, why shouldn't I? You do the 
same; you don't want us to be boiled alive, do you? " 

EiKht o'clock (temperature 750 F.). We go down to the 
office, ring a bell, and the staff all assemble in the director's office 
for a short time of prayer. "Butros Effendi, will you read the 
Daily Light portion for the day?" Subject in weekly prayer 
cycle: " India and other lands. Mr. Oliver in England. Funds 
and strength for travelling." "Also, let us pray for Mr. and 
Mrs. Upson, and Mr. Menzies in England." 

Then there is a general dispersal of the staff to the various 
quarters of "the fort." In the meantime the farnish (odd job 
man, sweeper, etc.) has been to the Post Office and collected the 
multifarious contents of Box 460. These are distributed by the 
accounts clerk to those concerned. While other folk are taking 
off their coats and getting to work, I shall just slip upstairs and 
have my dailv reckoning with the cook. (Household Arabic is a 
special line of study, by the way-as it consists of a glorious inter­
mixture of French, Italian and English, all in an Arabised form.) 
"Well, cook, have you got any ideas for lunch?-for I haven't." 
"Would you like fish, for example?" "N 0, that's too dear. 
Look here, give us what you gave us two days ago. That was 
not too bad. Do you remember?" "Mincibie?" "Yes." 
"Right, sir." 

After seeing to various other things connected with the art of 
housekeeping, one can go down to the office (say nine o'clock: 
temperature 80° F.) to deal first of all with the correspondence. 
The first letter happens to be from an American Missionary, who 
is preparing for the new school year. She wants us to send her 
several oarcels of books as soon as possible. (" Zaki !" "Yes, 
sir. " "Give this letter to Amin Effendi, in the Book Depot; he 
will attend to it right away. ") The next letter bear~ an Indian 
stamp, and reads as follows :-" Dear Mr. Menzies, Thanks for 
those choruses. Thev arrived to-day, and everyone is very pleased 
with them. The music has been verv neatlv copied ... \Ve hope 
to have a good deal more to do with the N.M.P. in days to come . 
. . . . Yours in His Service, Godfrey Webb-Peploe, Tinnevelly, 
South India." A third happens to have come all the way from 
California to tell us of the arrival of our last consignment of 
Arabic Gospels, and that they were having a very favourable 
reception among- Arabic-speaking seamen. A fourth has 
" flown" from Persia, containing- corrected proofs of a book in 
Persian that is at present in hand. We are just in the throes of 
deciphering- an Arabic epistle, when there is heard a knock at the 
door. "Come in." Enter Yacub Effendi, works foreman: 
" Mr. Kinnear, we've got that new machine working this morn­
ing, would vou like to see it?" We go down below and inspect. 
A brand-new" M onopol," which did not cost us much more than 
the old one v:e sold to make room for it, and running- as smoothly 
and silenHv as one could wish! As it is right below mv office 
window, I speciallv appreciate its noiseless qualities. " What 
particular work do you expect to do on this machine?" "Well, 
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it will take many small jobs which otherwise would occupy the 
large machine. Also, we expect to do some good colour ,vork on 
it, pictures and so forth." "Good! That's a new departure 
for us, but it is in the right direction." 

Return to the office. Just get installed when there comes 
another knock. Butros Effendi, colportage clerk: "Mr. Kinnear, 
would you look over these colportage reports." "I notice the 
sales are a bit less than usual in some cases. How would YOU 

account for it?" "No doubt the extra hot weather, and -the 
general financial stringency just now .... And another point; 
Garas Loza (a colporteur) asks for his salary this month to be 
given him two weeks in advance." " ,"Vhat' s the idea?" 
" These two weeks are his annual holiday; but his real reason is 
to pay for an operation his son has to have." "Let me see, how 
many children has he got? Four? Well, I don't suppose he has 
much of a chance to save. Let him have it." 

(Temperature 900 F.). A knock at the door. Enter Zaki: 
" A gentleman \yants to see you." "Show him in." In comes 
a well-dressed individual of say forty-five or fifty. The way he 
greets you and the volubility \"ith whch he rattles off his story 
quickly reveal him to be a professional beggar. His tale is that 
he is really a very capable irrigation expert; in fact, he takes out 
some plans, all drawn by his own hand (?), to explain his scheme 
for draining the Delta! But he is hard up. His daughter 
married a British Tommy, who has no work, and therefore he is 
obliged to keep them in his house, etc., etc. We explain that our 
principles do not favour his methods of gaining a livelihood, and 
after a good deal of persuasion, including a gentle pressure on hi~ 
elbow, we succeed in dismissing him. "Bonjour, monsieur! " 

N ow I must dictate answers to those letters that came this 
morning. "Miss Helen! \Vill you bring your scribbler, and 
we'll get on with those letters, please. We must write to Mr. 
Oliver this mornin,;, too." \Vhen at last we get through that 
budget, up come some proofs from the workshop to be corrected. 
While we are endeavouring to get these done in the interstices 
the interruptions go on. "Well Gabriel (the old bowwab), you 
got those thin.s:rs from the grocer's, did you? Give me the change 
and take them up to the cook." He makes a verv reluctant 
retreat. "Hurry up, he's waiting for them." "I 'say," says 
the old chap, " when is the Mudir coming back? He savs I can 
go off to mv villasYe in the Sudan to see mv son married ~\'hen he 
gets back." "Well, I'm sorry, I don't knOT for certain. I told 
vou all I knew the other day. Get along, I haven't time to talk 
lust no,-",." 
- Amin Effendi has come in meanwhile with a letter from the 
head of a students' societv interested in the suppression of drugs 
in Egypt. He asks for two hundred copies of one of our free 
booklets dealing with such subjects, to be distributed bv the mem­
bers of the society. "That's rather a good concern, isn't it? 
Moslems and Christians workin,,: tovether to fight drugs and 
intoxicants. Yes, by all means, let them have them. We're only 
too pleased to see them goine; out." 

(Temperature 950 F.). (You must excuse me while I run 
upstairs for a minute to see if that boy is getting on with the 
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house-cleaning. "I say, Mohammed, have you spring-cleaned 
this room to-day?" "No, I'll do it to-morrow." "That's what 
you said yesterday." "But it's only an hour off lunch-time; , 
won't have time now." "Just you get on with that job, and if 
you're not through by lunch-time, you'll hear about it. Under­
stand? ") 

Return to our proofs. Ah, the cook has been in and left a 
cup of coffee! In five minutes another "entree." In the next 
room to mine Rev. Ibrahim Saeed is busy completing a commen­
tary in Arabic on the Shorter Catechism. He has come in to dis­
cuss a knotty point of doctrine, such as " Should we pray to the 
Holy Spirit? " or " Just what would you say in condemnation of 
dancing?" And so we go into the matter, but I always tell him 
he is writing the book, not 1. "Oh, but I just wanted to get 
your Western point of view," he says. 

(" Zaki ! " , , Yes, sir." "Close all these windows, the 
heat is awful.' ') 

A little proof-reading. Zaki has finished closing up windows 
to keep the heat out, and then comes forward as though with 
some request. "vVell, what is it?" "You see, it's like this, 
Mr. Kinnear, there seems to be onlv one bucket between the bow­
wab and me. r say it belongs to "the offices; he says it is his! 
What am I to do?" "Oh well, you'd better get another. Tell 
the accounts clerk from me to pay you for another bucket." 

Proofs finished at last! Now for a little Arabic study! No, 
a young man in rather shabby summer clothes has persuaded the 
doorkeeper to usher him through to me. This fellow, a Jew. 
educated in France, very politely asks if we mi«ht be interested 
in a manuscript he has \~'ith him: Could we print it and sell it in 
our shop? "What's the ,;ubject?" It turns out to be a socratic 
outburst ae-ainst the feminist movement! The freedom of women 
has ruined England, and it will surely ruin the East! Then, with 
rather enviable eloouence, he proceeds to develop his main argu­
ments. "Sorry," we replv, "\Vhat yOU say is al! very interest­
ine- and novel, but "'e don't p-o in for that sort of thine-. We arC' 
strictlv a reli«ious institution and do not dabble in (luestions of 
merelv social reform. \Ve believe we have a more radic<ll method 
of helping- Egypt, aw:1 that i~ t1-.e proclaiming of the Goc.pel of 
Jesus Christ. the Saviour of mankind." And with a further 
explanation of what we mean, 1 find it necessarv to excuse mv~elf. 
for r have just p"lanced at mv watch. Ten past twelve! Miss 
Mallinson and Miss Baker will be arrivinq at the station in ten 
minutes from "Fairhaven"! Y01) must let me dash off to meet 
them ... " (Temperature TOOO F.) 
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