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6atbtring fiom¢ . 
.. Ye shall be gathered one by one, 0 ye children of Israel." 

-ISAIAH xxvii. 12. 

They are gathering homeward from every land, 
One by one, one by nne; 

As their weary feet touch the shining strand, 
Yes, one by one. 

Their brnws are enclnsed in a golden crown, 
Their travel-stained garments are all laid down; 
And clothed in white raiment they rest in the mead, 
\Vhere the Lamb doth jove His saints to' lead. 

Chorus-
Gathering home, gathering hnme, 
Fording the river, nne by one; 
Gathering home, gathering home, 

Yes, one by one. 

\Ve, too, shall come to the river side, 
One by one, one by one; 

\Ve are nearer its waters each eventide, 
Yes, one by one. 

To some are the floods of the river still, 
As they ford on their way to the heavenly hill; 
To others the waves run fiercely and wild, 
Yet they reach the home of the undefiled. 

Jesus, Redeemer, we look to Thee, 
One by one, one by one; 

We lift up our vnices tremblingly, 
Yes, one by one. 

The waves of the river are dark and enId, 
But we knnw the place where our feet shall hnld; 
0, Thou, WhO' didst pass through in deepest midnight, 
Nnw guide us" and send us the staff and light. 
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Editorial. 
(( And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceed­

ing much, ,~nd largene~s of hem't, e'ven as the sand that is on the 
sen shore. -I KINGS IV. 29. 

(( Barnabas . .. was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith. "--ACTS xi. 24. 

(( Apollos, an eloquent man a.nd mighty in the Scriptures." 
-ACTS xviii. 24. 

The pass.ing of Mr. Albert Head bringSi many memmies.. It 
was good to know a Christian with sn large a heart, and SOl wise 
and kind. He himself was his life's. message. He was. Christ­
like and self-fnrgetful. vVe owe much to him for his interest in 
the Nile Miss.ion Press. At a. critical moment of its exis.tence, 
before it waS! actually established, there was. a strong mnve by 
some who doubted its. advisability, to abandon the project. At 
a Council meeting two, men spoke strongly, urging us to go for­
ward with it, and then, while still the decision was in the balance, 
the voice of Mr. Head was heard. He said, "It is. not a great 
risk, Jet it be tried"; and the scale went down on the s.ide of the 
establi"hment of the Mission Press.. Few wnrds', but far-reaching. 
We thank Gad fm him. He was a faithful friend, and his. large 
heart had room fnr numberless needy and solitary workers. It 
never seemed toOo much for him tOi takel up a fresh case of need 
or distress.. His kindly welcoming face brought sunshine with it. 
All those who loved him will rejoice to think of him at rest with 
his. SavioUir. 

Dr. Charles Inwood hasl been called home from a life nf self­
sacrificing lao(\ur.He gave his message clearly and plainly. He 
believed in the Holy. Ghost with a strong conviction, and he led 
others tOi believe in Him 1.010; not as a gift: to the Church long 
past, but as. a living, present reality. Thousands of Christians 
who had never sought that their own lives· should be full of the 
Holy Ghost have learnt to ask for and receive by faith "the 
promise of the Father'," and tOo know that He had come to. them: 
that their bodies were in very truth temples, of the Holy Ghost. 
And this. not once, but continually renewed as. the life was yielded 
to Christ. May our Lord raise up others of His. children to give 
the same mess1age and meet with the same wide respnnse. Dr. 

B 

electronic file created by cafis.org



Photo bll EIUo.tt it Fru. 
MR. ALBERT HEM). 

electronic file created by cafis.org



(( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 5 

InlW'Ood is greatly missed, and we trust that his "life," which is 
noW being written, may carry his mes'sage tOi many whO' never 
heard him. 

Anather af Gad's, messengers, has been taken hOlme recently. 
Dr. Torrey, in America, has been called abave. He will be 
remembered as· OIne who fear'ies,sly praclaimed the whOile cOluncil 
of GOld. He believed the whOile Bible, and ur'ged his hearers to 
read and believe it. His' book, "How tOi Study the Bible for 
greatest' prOlfit'," is very valuable. He writes,: "NO' OIther book, 
and nO' OIther suhject, win SOl abundantly repay clOise and deep 
study. The Bible is, much r'ead, but camparat:ively little studied." 

" The reason why many get so' little OIut af their Bible reading 
is s~mply because they are not willing to think. Intellectual lazi­
ness lies at the bOittom of a large per cent.OIf fr'uitles'S, Bible read­
ing. People are canstantly crying- fM new methods of Bible study, 
but' what many of them wish is simply some method of Bible 
study by which they canl get all the good out of the Bible without 
any wa1r'k. If someOlne cOUild tell lazy Christians: some method of 
Bible study whereby they could put th'e sileepiest ten minute'S, of 
the day, just before they g-o to bed, into Bible study, and get the 
profit OIut of it that God intends His children shall get out OIf the 
study of His Wont, that would be just what they d'es,ire. But it 
can't be dOlne, men must be willing to' wOlrk, and work hard, if 
they wish tOi dig out the treasur'es af infinite wisdom and know­
ledge and ble'Ssing which He has. stOired up in: Hisl WOIrd." 

As, OIne after' another of tho&e who have taught: and guided us 
are gathered hOlme, we walUlld ask that aur LOird will raise up 
others, bOith men and wamen, and give them power' from OIn high 
to knoW' His W OIrd and to' teach it. If more OIf oUir leaders would 
give themsdves, 1'01 study it at this time, they wOluld have. bread 1'01 
give tOi starving multitude'S. 

As we begin anQlther year we would be mindful Q1f the many 
am;,wer'SI we have had to' OIur prayer'S in 1928, and we would give 
our humble and' hearty th'anks tOi our Father in Heaven:. 

NOit long ago, we pr'ayed fOir wOlrkers; and we would give 
thanks, to' Gad' that He has sent Miss Armitage to help insecre­
tarial work fOir Mr. Upsonl, and Mr. J. Ernest Kinnlear, from New 
Zealand, 1'01 jOlinl OIU1r' Staff. 

Mr. J. R. Menzies givesl some accaunt this month of his col­
portage work in Upper Egypt. Mr'. George Wald is caring for 
the work in Palestine. Weare glad tOi know that Miss MOIllison 
is again: on the active list. It is a delig-htful experience fO'r Mr. 
Upson to see reinforcements sent tOi his help. We would trust 
that it may be the same with needed Egyptian OIr Syrian wOlrkers. 
There have indeed been valuable and faithful fellOlw-wOIrkelrs 
amOlng them right from the beginning till now. For all of the'Se 
we give God thanks; and earnestly tr'Ust that Mr. Oliver may find 
some able and experienced wOIrker sent ta help him in the secre­
tarial work at the home base. .Hegreatly needs iC 
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6 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Cbt Dllt mIssion Pnss. 
" TVho all! I, U Lord God? and what is IJIV house, that Thou 

hast brought me hithertn? "-2 Sam. vii. 18: 

"Hencefnrth ... 1 ha've called YOli friends."-John xv. IS. 

" HITHERTO! "c "HEKCEFORTH!" 

A
s we look back over the past year, we fee.1 

it possible that God has been allo,wing 
us to go through one of the most trying 
of our twenty-fnur years' service in order 

to' keep us humble and dependent on Him. \\1h0' 
would have thought in the early years nf the 
wnrk that God would so increase it. V.'e can 

indeed say with David, ",Vho are 
,,'e?" (cO:nscious very deeply of our 
shortcomings), and "\Vhat is nur 
house? that Thou hast brought us 
hithertn? " But that is just the 
pnint, it has been God all the way. 
\Ve give Him the glory and look fm­

ward, if He tarry, to yet another year of service fnr 
the Moslem \\1orld. As we humble ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, we hear Him say, " Hence-

forth I have called you friends." 
\Ve realise that He \~ill take us still further into His couns,els 

for the New Year, and thus we face it with joy and courage: we 
look fnrward to' see "greater things than these." 

It has been said that " troubles never come singly," and we 
certainly seem to have experienced something of the sort in the 
work of the Nile Mission Press during the past year. 

In th'e last number of the ;\Tagazine we mentinned :vIiss 
Mollison's, illness. She was in Hospital about five weeks, and 
many of the workers were then taken ill with dengue fever, which 
has been raging in Cairn for some weeks, but \H~ are now able 
to report her recovery, and she is, once again, able for light duties. 
I t has been deemed necessarv that< she take her furlough a veal' 
before it falls dute. \Ve hope th'at she will be leaving Egvpt 
therefore in the sprim.:-. It would have been unwise to bring her 
back to England during the winter owing to the cold and fm;s, 
and the Committee decided that she remain until about the end 
of March. 

We had hoped to' be able to send a second worker to the 
Secretarial Department, even before Mis~ Mollison was taken ill, 
but no one has, come fnrward. 

Miss Armitage, who was one of Miss Trotter's Secretaries, 
nobly stepped into the breach, and the Algiers Mission Band very 
kindly loaning her to us for six months, we sent her out immedi­
ately to help Mr. l'pson. Unfortunately, she had not been out 
long" before she too took dengue fever and went into Hospital 
for'about a ,,'eek. 'Ve are thankful that she is better again and 
able to' be at wo~k. 

This leads, me to say that we are still needing a second lady 
for secretarial \\'o'rk in Egypt-nne who kno;vvs shorthand and type-
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(( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 7 

writing-and should this meet the eye of such an one, we should 
be glad of an offer' of service as speedily as possible, for both 
Miss MGllison and Miss Armitage will be leaving Egypt about 
the s,ame time next year, and it seems that the Secretarial Depart­
ment will then be left shorthanded, unless someone offers to go 
out previously. vVe trUlst' Gur friends, to' bring this tOi the notice 
of anyone they think would be suitable fGr such a position'. 

With reference to' the Gther workers. Mr. Menzies, has taken 
three Arabic examinatiGns, in Gne and has passed well. He still 
needs prayer for the spoken language, and wil1 value it accord­
ingly. 

Mr. Wald is now up in Palestine overseeing Colportage wGrk, 
as well as the BookSlhop. We would ask special prayer for him, 
as wen asi fGr the' Cblporte'Ur at Jaffa, who seems to be gGing 
through a very trying time of opposition. Khalil, the man across 
the JGrdan, seems, to have been unwise, and was" unfGrtunately, 
detained' by the police for a night or sO'. 

Our new worker, Mr . .las. E. Kinnear, has, landed in Egypt, 
and is, now studying Arabic at the Study Centre. God has been 
llsmg him in New Zealand in deputation \vork, and he has 
obtained over one hundred new subscribers to the Magazine. 
Please pray for him. 

With all new w'()lrkersi it means. .being taken: OUit Gf one's 
accustGmed environment and placed ill' another, with people 
hithertO' unknGwn:. Please pray that God will guide as, to" his 
future when he has passed his language examinations. 

Since the last issue, Miss Van: Sommer has' returned to Egypt. 
Unfortunately, she was delayed at Marseilles owing to, the strike 
on the boat on which she should have travelled, but eventually 
reached Cairo in safety. 

As, we look back over' 1928, it seems, to have been a year of 
distinct conflict!, bGth at home and abroad. 

The General Fund has been on the decrease nearly every 
month, and this, has meant a strenuous, time in face of HO'spital 
expenses and new workers to be provided fof. And yet we do 
feel that God has been blessing the work, and even though the 
oppositio'lll has been very strong, there will surely be an " after­
ward" of blessing. 

As we face the New Year' we realise ho.w much we are need­
ing more CO'lporteurs, whO' wil1 scatter the message in the Spirit 
o.f Christ. Especially dO' we need to strengthen: the Colportage 
work in: Palestine. This, as the days, lJo by, has been very largely 
financed by gifts from America, but the Trust FunIC! from which 
these gifts came has cO'rne to an: end, and we are needing strong 
help inl this, direction. 

I was, writing to' Mr. Upson the O'ther day on the qUlestion 
of definite r'eslults. He has, r'eplied, saying: " One has, to be very, 
very catefuI here." The sort of thing which has recently happened 
shows this,. He received a note, stating that a man wanted to 
know whether he could be saved. He turned out to' be an: O'ld 
N.M.P. employee, who had been unsatisfactory. He stated he 
had repellited. Then he asked for work. It was impossible to give 
him any, and later we heard that he had told someone else that 
the expressed repentance was a joke. Of course, only God knows 

o 
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8 (( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

the heart OIf men in such cases, but it only shows that we must 
be instant in prayer and wisdom, as well as in the case of distri­
buting the message. Thank God that " Christ i~1 made unto us 
wisdom," and we can rely upon Him to guide. 

Let us, face 1929 with the assurance alluded tOi abOlve, 
" Henceforth . . . I have called YOU friends." Let us seek His 
friendship anew thisl New Year at 'home, in our Deputation Work, 
in the work of Local Secr'etaryship, in prayer, in effort': abroad, 
in the multitudinou9 work borne by our Director, in language 
study, in secretarial duties, or in the Printing "~Yorks, and let us 
covet as never befO'te that, OIne day, Christ may be able tOi say 
of each one connected with the N. M. P., "'i'/ ell done, good and 
faithful servant: eutet thou intO' the joy of thy Lord." 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Nile House, Gene rill Secretary. 
T unbridg'e \Velk 

+ 

".ERE' there and everywhere." A useful phrase 
indeed, with more than one meaning; the reader 
-if he wishes~may take it to mean that we are 
going to write upon miscellaneous topics; or if 
he wishes, he may infer that the writer, during 
the past few days, ,vhile trying to write it, has 

been called here, there and everywhere. 

* * * * * * * 
Firstlv.-" Listen to our tale of woe!" We came back 

from a bu~y, and also a restful time in Palestine, only to find that 
a small theft had to be enquired into. This theft of a single one­
pound note led the director to suspend from duty two or three 
persons, until the matter could be enquired into. One of these 
was the Accounts clerk, and before long we found ourselves in 
the thick of an investigation of the whole accounts for the last 
t\\"O or three months. 

Since his abrupt dismissal, on the 14th August, and impend­
ing the appointment of a ne,," book-keeper, with whom we are 
still negotiating, and who is to come from Palestine for an inter­
view this week, the writer has had to he hook-keeper, clerk, and 
everything, leaving literary work and colportage in order to 
keep the office running. 

A further very great difficulty was the illness of Miss 
Mollison. As our readers knmv from previous reports, she has 
given devoted service during the past year, not only in secretarial 
\\"ork proper, hut in the general office clerking, of which there is 
a good deal. Before she went to Fairhaven in mid-June she was 
unwell. After she came up and joined W'; she was, in still more 
acute pain, so that at last we sent her to hospital for investiga­
tion. She \\"as kept there for six weeks and a half, and after-
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(( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 9 

wards went for a change to Maadi, a suburb of Cairo with beau­
tiful trees, and gardens. In answer to the prayers, of our reader'"" 
she is certainly better, and able to do a morning's work, but not 
able for a whole day. It is felt that by the spring she ought to 
go to England to take her furlough earlier than her turn, and to 
get extra treatment. Still, it is a matter of great thanksgiving 
that she is somewhat better. 

But it would not have been possible for her to think of leav­
ing, nor could we have arranged the half-day, but for the fact 
that Miss Enid Armitage, Miss Trotter's secretary, was kindly 
released by the Algiers Mission Band to come and help for about 
half a year; this ought to carry us on until the time when my wife 
and myself are due for a shortened furlough some time next 
summer. We are most grateful to God and to our friends who 
so kindly planned to help us. 

As to our other European workers.-John R. Menzies has 
done well at his exams., and shows remarkable progress in 
written Arabic, which promises well for the future. At the 
moment he is in Upper Egypt with Butros Eff. undergoing all 
sorts of interesting experiences inspecting colporteurs; he may 
be back in time to write something on the subject. George \Vald 
we shall mention lower down, as he is now in Jerusalem. .T. E. 
Kinnear is on board the " Jervis Bay," Commonwealth Line, 
and, ought to be here in about ten days time. May he come in 
the fulness of the hlessing of the Gospel of Christ. 

'* * * * * * * 
Secondly.-The" Turn of the Tide," as I called it in a recent 

article. Our prayer helpers may rejoice with us that the distri­
bution of Chr'is,tialll literature fwm the N. M. P. has, very nearly 
-if not quite~got back to its normal dimensions. As a matter 
of fact, the number of volumes of gospel books--not educational 
and not secular-reached during September the satisfactory num­
ber of 37,057 copies. The October figures are not quite complete, 
as we are waiting for the return of Butros Eff., to know the 
number of volumes Jhe colporteurs distributed; but probably the 
total number will be between 38,000 and 39,000, copies of evan­
gelical books. For which, Laus Deo! 

The difficulties of this year have done good rather than harm, 
for our Publication Committee has taken up the matter of distri­
bution .. Also the American Christian Literature Society has 
awakened to the need financially. The Egypt Inter-mission 
Council had a discussion on the subject, and invited us to make 
a statement and suggestions. A united Committee to enquire 
into methods of distribution has heen appointed. 

* * * * * * * 
Thi1'dly.-To keep up the old-fashioned style of exposition 

from firstly to seventhly-some will be interested in a few items 
concerning new publications. The most recent book issued is 
one for the World's Christian Temperance Union on alcohol. 
The Publication Committee, after full consideration, decided to 
accept the proposal of the w.e. T. U. that we should act as their 
publishers, in ·the fight that is going on against strong drink, and 
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10 "BLESSED BE EG Y PT." 

already some thousands of pamphlets have been distributed, 
many hundreds of them being posted from Assiut in single 
envelopes addressed to important individuals-the work of Mrs. 
Hayman, who is the energetic secretary of the W.C.T.U. 

A most suitable book for young people is our new prize-book 
for schools (in cloth at five piastres), entitled "The Giant 
Killer," by A.L.O.E., but with a connecting-story written by 
;\Iiss Palmer, of E.G.M., Suez. Only those working in the East 
can realise what a victory it is to kill the habits of lying, 
exaggeration, etc., in young converts. 

A book which is all but ready for publication, and will be 
issued long before this article is read, is the Arabic translation of 
Dr. Zwemer's book which is just being issued by Marshall, 
Morgan and Scott, entitled" The Glory of the Cross." We have 
done justice to the subject, and supplied good white paper with 
an interesting new border printed in violet ink, or perhaps I 
should say" mauve!" The border consists of tiny crosses, 
which are artistic and do not show as crosses except to those who 
examine them, over one hundred of these being placed round a 
page. Altogether we are trying to make this publication reach 
the standard set for us by those who have written from Iraq and 
other lands, commending what thev called "the marvellous 
improvement of the last few years." 

Then we are hard at work upon an MS. not yet ready for 
press, by Rev. Ibrahim Said, the tutor at the Theological 
Seminarv, who is writing for us a third volume to our series of 
"The New Testament, with ~otes for Moslems." It is well 
known that the Religious Tract Society are interested in this 
publication, and have made us a grant of part of the cost of 
publication, though we have to find the remainder, and also the 
mst of preparing the MS.; in addition, the R. T. S. have made a 
grant of two thousand copies each of four selected Copping 
pictures, as times have changed on most mission fields, and 
pictures are now very much in demand. 

* * * * * * * 
Fourthly.-Our Book Depot.-meaning by that the head­

quarters Depot-has been going strong during recent weeks, as 
shown in the figures in our second paragraph. Also we have 
been led to spend a little of last years' book-shop profits upon an 
advertisement in the public papers, addressed to the young man 
\vho is trying to find the wav of purity, and informing him that 
we can supply him \\-ith books on the subject. All the most' 
recent publications of Marshall, Morgan and Scott, also of 
Pickering and Inglis and the Religious Tract Society, and the 
most evangelical of those issued by not a few other publishers, 
are st:ocked here, 

This being the year of John Bunyan's ter-centenary, we have 
managed to dispose of quite a number of "The Pilgrim's 
Progress," also "Grace Abounding," and the " Holy War." 

As we write, the windows of the interior are all very gay 
with Christmas cards and reallv Christian calendars-those that 
give a portion of the \Vord o( God for every day of the year. 
One visitor said, "Your cards are simply wonderful!" He ITlay 
have been referring to the beautiful real silk tassels on some 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 11 

of the Scripture Gift Mission cards, or he may have referred to 
the helpful verses of Laura Barter Snow, and other out-and-out 
writers. 

Our branch book-shop on the Shoubra Road has had its 
difIiculties, and from a business point of view is hardly worth 
while, as it cannot meet its expenses. On the other hand, did 
any mission book-shop that really sets out to supply " books that 
bless" --did such a shop ever meet its expenses? Of course not! 
Anyhow, it was a temporary attempt to take Gospel books into 
one particular quarter of the city. Later on, it is possible that 
we may move the few simple shelves and book-cases to some other 
centre; that remains to be seen. 

* * * * * * * 
Fifthly.-" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem." George 

vVald has been doing his utmost to stir up the Palestine branch to 
greater efforts, and has met with a great deal of success. In 
fact, we heard yesterday that his sales of Christian books~mostly 
in English-amounted to over £8 last ,veek. 

Why in English? For two reasons. One is that we set out 
to be a hand-maiden to Christian missions, and to supply the 
books which missionaries may need for their work, always 
remembering that English is one of the ofIicial languages of 
Palestine. But also there is another reason-the Arabic press 
of Palestine is determined to keep alive the old question of our 
invasion of what they call their Moslem quarter, and only a ,veek 
ago a little unknown paper published at Bethlehem drew the 
attention of the Government once more to the fact that we ought 
to be turned out if we are going to pUblish in Arabic for Moslems. 
The best thing to do under the circumstances is to go on quietly 
with our work at Damascus Gate, but as far as possible to avoid 
controversy; further, to push books for Christians, and, inci­
dentally, to have as much show as possible in the front windows 
of books in English, thus giving a more general nature to our 
work. Reader, do not misunderstand me. Weare not general­
ising the Gospel message; \ye are keeping the message in the 
forefront; but it is possible to turn the edge of criticism some­
times by circulating the same books in a different language for 
the time being. Anyhow, the Arabic books are there all the time, 
and George \Vald says that not a few real Moslems have been 
in lately and have made purchases. Please follow with your 
prayers. 

* * * * * * * 
Sixthly .--What shall \\'e say of other lands? Persia was 

represented by the Bishop's \yife, Dr. Linton, who-with her 
little boy-stayed with us for over a week, on their way home. 
How forcibly came back to our minds that day at :VIiss Potter's 
House of Rest in Finchley Road, N.W., when we read in The 
Times of her very serious operation, and prayed God to heal her. 

The things we are printing for Persia just now consist of a 
book for the Sunday School of Bishop Linton's Mission, also the 
Persian edition of Miss Trotter's beautiful book, "The Seven­
fold Secret "-this really for the Persian Inter-mission Council. 

So far as the South is concerned, I fear they wil! have to go 
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JI Cbrlsttan mpstic. 
On the 27th August, 
earth became the ponrer, 
and Heaven. the richer, 
by the passing- tn Higher 
Service o,f Miss Lilias 
T roUer, the earliest edi­
torial contributor to the 
N ilt: ~lission Press, and 
une oJ the warme<;t 
friends it has ever had. 
For no lesSl than forts 
veal's she and ;'I[iss Fre~­
rnan had "f(}l1ght the 
good fight" in their 
adopted cOlln.trv of Al­
geria, ancl the (me is 
taken and the other- is 
left. 

~Jjss Trotter's ehief 
line~ of work mav be 
said to have been. firsth 
itinerating, an,d secondl;­
literal'\'. Di.d an" wor­
ker l~nolY the -~\HmtrY 
bette!"~ Had am- n).(/;~ 
"mug-hed it" as. som e 
of the \vomen. members 
of her Band did in th(~ 
early clays,:' Even no'w, 
some of us look bftek 

Miss 'l'rotter writing her books ill bed , with something akin. to 
a we t,·) the hmg- treks 

they took over mountains, steppe5, and de5erts for hllndreds 
of miles, ca rrying .the messag-e or Calvary to reg-ions beyond, or, 
in other \\'-ol:cls, "down south ... 

But l\tiss Trotte r \\-as. hettef kl1o,,-n for her literary work, 
whiL'h appealed to "all the 'I-orIel," for so milnyof her Arabic 
tra('ts anti hooklets were adorned 110t only with for1l1al illustra­
tions but with fancv borders in colours and other ornament; ill 
this she was follo\\-ed hv several able members of her Band. 
And all her writing ,,-as -invariably evangelistic, always appealing 
to accept Christ's death l"or5il1. 

For nearly twenty years, I. L. '1'_ (as her workers called her) 
\H1S a member of our \'ile "·fission Press Committee, but in the 
early part of 1915 she spent- with Miss B. Haworth- nearly half 
a year with us in Cairo. Taking a htrnished nat on the seventh 
floor of a modern block-to get heYlmd the streets- they thought 
out scores of illustrated stories for the young and thus started 
Our Junior Depadment, aftennlrds continued by Miss Padwick 
and others_ 

But the one desire of r-..Jiss Trotter's life was not realised 
until 1924; that was to tread in the footprints of the Man of 
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a little more slowly in the future" as Mr. and Mrs. Biggs-with 
whom Mrs. LintoFl was travelling-are to be in England for a 
couple of years. 

Syria.--There is not much to report here, save that Pastor 
Nielsen's book-shop has nlOt yet been, re-opened in Damascus, 
and the latest information is that it is extremely unlikely that per­
mission can be obtained. 

Algeria.-.Y1r. Theobald has written for a few more books, 
telling of his safe arrival on the field, and of various steps taken 
since the death of our dear Miss Trotter-or shall we say since 
her passing to higher service. Also, ,ve have not by any means 
lost sight of the necessary preparations for a move forward in 
the Algerian Sahara in about· a year's time. This is being 
planned and worked out in detail, but no one is being informed 
of the route to be taken. ,~ecent experiences of hunting' parties 
being temporarily lost in the Egyptian Desert have caused the 
re-issue of the Egyptian regulation,-i. e., that no single car, may 
put out into the desert alone! From this it will be seen' that 
there are many things to be considered, and we shall be glad of 
the prayers of those who have had the Sahara laid upon their 
hearts. 

* * * * * * * 
Seventhly.-We have been ,trying to get our' EgyptialJ. 

Christian friends to take more mterest in the distribution of 
literature. (In fact, the American Bible Society, which carries 
on the work in Upper Egypt, has gone so far as to propose to 
dismiss its. colporteurs, thinking that native Christians can be 
'induced to do the work. We ourselves are not so sure of this, 
and we think it would be unsafe to dismiss all the colporteurs at 
the present time). 

In the meantime, a Christian somewhere in Egypt read of 
our desire that native Christians should take up the matter of 
distribution of Gospel books, choosing their own town and even 
their own distributor. It went home to one or two hearts, and 
one man collected between £3 and £4, for which we gave him 
double the value of literature. Another wrote the following 
letter, and with that we will close :-

" Dear Director of the Nile Mission Press, 

In reply to your articie in Al-Bareed Al-Masry of Oqtober, 
I ask you to choose for forty piastres from your books, and send 
them to anyone whom you know is suitable to distribute them in 
Damanhur or Mansura, or in any town that you know is in 
greater need of these books. Enclosed you will find the stirn o:f 
forty PT. 

, I ask God to help you in your work and to bless it to be a 
means of the salvation of souls, and the extension of His 
Kingdom. Amen. 

Yours, 
, A Christian.' , 

A. T. U. 
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Galilee. How she enjoyed her visit to Palestine; and it requires 
a really devotional temperament to feel thrilled by Palestine now­
adays. \Vhat a privilege for my wife to entertain her in our 
own home, in passing. How well I remember the light coming 
through the fanlight from the room in the very early morning; in 
apologising, she explained her habit of spending 2-4 a.m. 
partly in prayer for her A.;\I. Band, partly in writing letters to 
her stations. 

From here she went on to Keswick and to the World's 
Sunday School Association's Conference at Glasgow, and 
acknowledged to me that she found the pace "killing." Her 
heart had not been over-strong, but from that time she took to 
her bed and remained there until the day of her Promotion to 
Glory. She once told me of a conversation with a French 
specialist, who frankly informed her that the heart was so com­
pletely worn-out that there really was no physical reason at all 
for her remaining alive. She tried to explain to him how 
"Christ our Life" kept her alive by imparting His life to her 
morning by morning, and would do so until her work on earth 
was finished. "Alas, Madam," said he, "your conversation is 
absolutely foreign to me; r know nothing of such things." 

In 1925 commenced still closer contacts, for Mr. A. E. 
Theobald, a more recent recruit of the A. M. Band, was deputed 
to visit me in London-\vhile on a short early visit-to broach the 
subject of the Nile Mission Press taking up colportage work in 
Algeria. As a matter of fact, I had already made great efforts 
to get to Algiers, but none of the ships calling there had any 
accommodation. At the end of October, 1925, I left Cairo and 
travelled direct to Algiers without the slightest difficulty, and as 
Miss Trotter put it, "God's clock having struck the hour for us 
to go forward, everybody concerned met everybody else at the 
right moment." 

On my leaving to return, she handed to me the M.S. of her 
last and greatest piece of wot1:-her magnum opus-which we 
soon produced in three Arabic editions, and also in no less than 
three English ones; and hope shortly to complete the Persian and 
to arrange for other languages. Mystical throughout, this 
"Seven-fold Secret" appeals with mighty force to the mystic 
temperament. 

In February, 1927, my wife and I paid another visit to 
Algiers to further develop our colportage work, but I was called 
away by the illness of my aged mother. 

This last March, I went again-this time as a newly-elected 
member of the Field Council of A.M. B.-but again was called 
for, through ferocious attacks upon our workers in Transjordan. 
But the objectives of the visit had been attained, for Theobald 
and I had prospected around an oasis at the extreme south of 
Morocco, with a view to using it as a base for a long journey 
much farther south. \Vhen we returned, and Miss Trotter heard 
of our hopes and plans she was just thrilled with it all, and said 
next morning, "This night has seemed like one long dream of 
joy, at your plans for taking the Gospel to the south." 

\Vhen I left her it was revealed to me-and I think to her 
also~that we should not meet again on earth. Our last words 
\vere, " Until the day break and the shadows flee away." 
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Though far away from her bedside, one knew she was 
upholding us right through this very dilllcult spring and summer, 
but it is not always given to workers to be supported from the 
very borderland of Eternity as is shown by the following note 
from Miss Freeman three days before the end came. She says :-

" Very feeble but great peace" I think truly answers your 
kind questions. She suffers, and is in great weariness and 
weakness, but will accept no sympathy--she is so sure that all is 
, working out to something beautiful.' It is not endurance, it lS 

triumph. To-day we were speaking of the certainty that the 
Father's Will is best, and as I bent over her I heard her say 
, EI-Hamdu lillah ' three times (Praise- be to God). She has felt 
much for the difficulties in Jerusalem and Egypt, and we all have 
tried to help in the only way in which we can help." 

" Not endurance but triumph." As I slept in dear old Mr. 
Smeeton's room last March I read over his bed-to catch his 
eye on waking-" Not somehow, but triumphantly.)) Triumph­
antly did his friend go "Sweeping through the gates." 

ABDUL-FADY (A. T. U.). 

+ 
";rub ;idds and pastuns D~w." 

I
HE above title, bor'ro,wed from Milton's" Lycidas,," 

has, a doouble applitationl; it hasl reference not only to 
a new experience an the part of the writer, bu.t also to 
a widening of the boorders of the Nile Missioonl Press 
inlfiuence. I propDse, in a few brief remarks" by way 
af making my debut: in "Bless,ed be Egypt," to 

explainl hOlw Mr. UPSO'ili gained a new helper from the Antipodes, 
and what has already beeill accomplished under the guiding hand 
of oUlr' Heavenly Fatber tOlwards! strengthening the ranks OIf t:he 
" friends· of tbe Nile Mis'Slionl Press," as Dr. Zwemer' wQ!uld call 
home supportersl. 

The Nile Mission Press, and the Egypt. General Mis,sionl would 
always be willing to canfess too a good deal Q!f interdependence 
on the field, but this, time it: Was at the home end that the former 
was, indebted to' the latter'. In OIther wOor'dSl, it was tbrough Miss 
M. J. Gairdner', repres'ent:a.t:ive fDr E.G.M. in my Dwn city, 
Dunedin, N eow Zealand, that I first heard of the existence of the 
Nile Mission Press" and of the wonderful work it was dOling at 
the very nerve cenrt:re of the Islamic WOorld. Up till that time I 
was, quite igno.rant that any sUICh impact was being made on the 
whOile MOoslem field iill such a unique and effective way. I 
immediately fell in. 10IVe with the work, sO' ttl' speak, and decided 
on the spot tOo be the answer to! Mis.S! Gairdner's, long-sil:anding 
prayer for' someOone to' repr'eselllt: the Pres,s. illl that city. SO' it was 
that in I924 a centre of interest was! started in' Dunedin. I was 
du:ly recognised by the HOlme Secretary, and sOOn! after a Local 
Council was fOormed. 

The time that follOowed up till my acceptance and departure 
foot Egypt! this. year was niot altogether barren., though Oowing to 
my hands. being fun with other thiOJgSl I could not deVOote the time 
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the Nile Miss,iolll Press in the Mos,lem World. The slides in the 
first part: of the address included a number of air-views" which 
thus helped to bring the lecture up-t:o-dat~, a very necessary quali­
fication in these days. A few slides were alsOi kindly lent by the 
E.G.M. Council, to whom we are indebted for thisl assistance. 
But the real spade-work consisted in arranging my itinerary. 
This entailed mountains of cOirrespondence, and this, is where I 
pe'rsonally and on behalf of the N.M.P. would like ,to pay a tribute 
of gratitude to Miss Gairdner for the intense labour she took upon 
hers'eH in this cOIll,nection. Much more work than is, usually 
the cas:e was, caused by the fact that neither the Nile Mis1sion Press 
nor mys:elf were known in: the majority of places we des,ired to 
visit. The other members, of the Council also, including especially 
the Rev. W., A. Hamblett, of St. Th-Iatthew's Church, oUir Presi­
dent, had their share, in the preliminary work, and all cO-OIper:ated 
most willingly. 

I was, anxious. to work out my own city and its. environS! as 
far as pOSls,ible before relinquishing my position on the staff of 
the Otago Boys' High SchoOol, where I have spent nearly five 
years as, assistant language master. So during the month of July 
I held illustrated lectures, in and around- Dunedin. It was pretty 
har'd going§lometimes" as, onle had tn rush away straight after 
school in the afternoon very often: to' a place twenty-five to thirty 
,!Diles awaya'nd return the same night or the next morning in 
time for scholO'l. In all, eleven lectures were delivered in July 
befOire leaving home. Mo's.t of these were very well attended 
indeed, a thing which we attribute to the thOirough preparation 
beforehand and our method of advertising. This was do'ne mainly 
by means,' of hand-bills which were distributed among' the 
Churches. 

Then, came Augus,t, 1St, when, accompanied by my sister, I 
s.et out on. the 1,500 miles, tour by car. We spent practically a 
whole month in Otago and Southland. We had a specially good 
time in I 11Ivercargill, and the N.M.P. may now pride its,elf on 
having quite a few interested supporters: in the southernmost city 
in the Globe-we had no time to pay even a flying visit. to the 
South Pole. Even if we had, our meeting would have been rather 
a frost, nlO doubt. Retur'nung to Dunedin: for a week-end, we 
were orff again intDI Nmth Otago and Canterbury. In the latter 
province the average driving distance was abou.t 100 miles a day, 
but the car prD'Ved a wonderful convenience. We are glad to say 
nO' serious. mishaps, occurred right throughout the tour, the only 
damage sustained being ai few punctl.lreSi (which are all in the 
game) and a broken front spring. The providential part of the 
latter occ:urrence was that the spring broke behind the axle and 
noit' in frOll/t. We were th'u&: able to carryon up 1'0 schedu.1e time 
for another 200 milesi before< Having the sprinlg repaired. 

A hectic week was spent in my home town after this. South 
Island tour, crowded with bhose neces,sary evils, farewell meetings. 
Then: OInl September' 14th we set out again fo,r the North Is.1and, 
thisl time travelling by t:rain:, as I was en rout'e to Sydney 1'01, catch 
the home boat. My OIther sister' t:raveUed with me as lantern 
oper'aoolr' as far' as, Auckland, where our last' meeting for New 
Zealand WaS! held. What I count a very important meeting WaS 

all, addres;s givenl to the students, of the New Zealand Bible Train-
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I shOould have liked tn the furtherance Qof N.M.P. interests. It 
must be remembered, of course, that Nev.' Zealand is practically 
virgin soil to the Nile Mission Press, it being tOo all intents and 
purposes unknown in thatcoul1Jtry. Still, steady progress ,va<; 
made in several directionL9. 

Early this year (1928) I made application to the Home COHncil 
tv be accepted as a member of the Cairo staff. I should have 
liked to join the wo·rk on the fitld earlier, but the way "'£IS not 
open tOo me tn take this forward move. In view of the fad that 

~IR .• J. .E. KINNEAR. 

the Press ,,,'ork was ttnknown to the Christian public in New 
Zealand, I decided to ask the Home Council if they appmved of 
my making- a deputation to:tlr of the cnuntry for about two month., 
tr» advet·tise the Mission £Ind break the iee. This Was agreed upon. 
A.s I had my OWIlI car, 1 couJd save the Press the travelling 
expenses, which vf COllirse is quite '-\ big- item when there is a good 
de~ll of luggage to' carry about from plnce to place. 

For about two months previous to :-;etting out careful prepara­
tion 'was made. I spent a lot of thought and care in compiling" 
a set of about eighty slides in colour illustrating Egypt as a land 
of scenic and historical interest, and alsD the work 'and scope of 
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ing Institute in that city. There are about sixty of them, and 
all shoW'ed a marked interest in the claims· of the MOislem W O'rld. 

Reviewing this, first attempt to sow' N.M.P. interest in virgin 
soil, we are filled by a s.en1se of grat:ituide to O'ur Heavenly Father. 
Certainly a fOlUndationl wasl laid fOil" future building, and many 
d()()trs ha,ve been unlocked wh~ch will remain open to the Nile 
Mis~iQln Pres,s fO'r all time. We are thankful to' say that the 
financial res:uJts were sufficient to' pay the passage money tQi Egypt, 
and in all one hundred and ten new subscribers to' our quarterly 
paper' were s,ecured. _ This! last I count the m06t tangible result 
of all. 

As. I wasl tOI have four days iill Sydney, arrangements had 
been made fOil" me tb hOlld several meetings, there al~n. I had 
quite an interestinlg time in Sydney-not without its resuJts. But 
alOing came anO'ther Australianl Waters'iders! strike, and delayed 
my boat a fo,rtnight. With this spare time O'n my hands I decided 
to go on to Melbourne, where we have a local cO'uncil. The 
unfO'rtunate part O'f this Melboume viSiit was· that O'ur Incal secre­
tary, Rev. Chas. CamerOln, had died O'nly a fo'rtnight befOire my 
arrival, and satisfactory arrangement!Si could not be made fO'r my 
cO'ming. Owinlg to' this very distres.sing circumstance we had 
rather' a lealli ti:me in Me'lbourne, the only bright spot being an 
addres.S1 to' the studenlts of the Melbourne Bible Institute. The Ias.t 
meeting wher'e we spoke oni N.M.P. was' in Ade~aide, where the 
boat stopped fOil" a few hO'urs. 

Lanlt'ernl lectures of CQlurse alwa,ysl have their attendant diffi­
cuiltiesl. In fact I have heard people say that they have never 
attended one wh'ere somethin,g did not happen to' make the lect'ulrer 
look rid'iculouls.. Certainly I have had to use lanter'ns in one OIr 
two places, that would have been improved if they had been t:aken 
out into the street: anld runl o'ver. BUit the only hitches. I experi­
enced right thr'o'UghO'ut the serie'Si of fifty meetingsloccurred, strange 
t0' say, at the first and last: lantern lectures. I held. In the first 
I waSi at: a little tOtWlli near Dunedin. I wasl quite new to' the game, 
and when getting my electrical cO'nnection fr'om one of the mid-air 
light sockets, I decided not to take off the other' lamp that was 
cO'upled with it, aSI I was. infOirmed it was burnt out. What was 
my mortificationl when right in the middle of the lecture this lamp 
suddenly revived and flooded the place with light. It was an 
awkward business getting this lamp off at such a time. 

Then again my last lantern lecture in Australia was not a 
lantern lecture at all (No, I am nDt: Irish). The gentleman who 
kindly O'ffered to tum on the ShDW cO'uld n,ot get the arc-lamp to. 
light. }~jnal1y, after all hands. had had a fight with it, three­
quarters~ of an hO'ur after advettised starting-time, we had to' 
apolO'gise to' our audience and let them gD home tD bed (nlOt for­
getting to take up the cDllection). 

If DUr editolr can find any mO're space in a future issue I shall 
perhaps say a wDrd 011" twO' about my arrival in Egypt and my 
first: impressionsl O'f N.M.P., which of course are mO're than 
favourable. I shall conclude by expressing my gratitude to all 
those many friendS! WhD gave us hospitality and other as>5istance 
in New Zealand and Australia. We hope to' have something mO're 
interesting to tell them when next we pass that way. 

J. ERNEST KINNEAR. 
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Upward and Inward. 
II~ ~ HERE is, a thrill in a journey by an early morning express. 
~ Others, certainly felt it, for the train was so packed 
, "that, stanrding up, one had nut room to move one's feet, 

and yet everyone seemed cheerful, especially if gener­
osity is the sign of a cheerful heart. The fir~rt: indication of this, 
was given when a woman, desirinlg to travel to Minia, bought 
a ticket' to Wasta, about a thrird of the way, and proceeded to 
collect the rest 0'£ the fare fwm her fellow-passengers; they 
seemed to give most cheerfully. Several boys, appeared selling 
penny trumpets, which old sheikhs examined with more than 
casual attention. I could not however say whether any were 
sold. 

Ar'rived at WaSlta, Butros Eff. and I were met by our col­
porteur, Yusuf Simaam After taking our luggage to' his h'ouse 
tone large room) and drinking tea ,vith him, we went rQ;und col­
lecting subscriptions for the magazine (" Al Bareed "), and also 
tried to find one or twor new subscribers'. In an enlightening 
conver'sration with one man we learnt what features in Q;ne of our 
contemporaries' elicited his admiration. This, was useful infQ;r­
mation which will be pr'Ofita.ble in future plans for improving the 
" Bareed." Then followed lunch with Y uSlUf and his, family. 
vVe began with sugar-cane. My penknife was a considerable help, 
but afforded a great deal 0'£ amusement: to' the others present. 
Then follo\\"ed the stew, etc.; Yusuf, Butros, Eff. and I ate at 
the table-the childr'enl and women at: a low stool s,itting onl the 
floor. 

Then followed a pleasant: train journey to' FaYQ;um, on which 
we sold a few books to our fellow-passengers. I was sitting oppo­
site an old man who sleemed to have memQ;ries of Mr. McClenahan 
and the Evangelistic Boat. At Fayoum I wasl kindly entertained 
bv Mr. and Mrs. Shaub, of the American Mission. 

. The next day Yusuf joined us, and we took a public 'bus, to 
Senuris. vVe called Ollr the Pastor of the Evangelical Church, 
and olUr visit happened to co,incide with that of a Moslem official 
who was trying to have his daughter' em'olled as, a pupil in: the 
Evangelical School, although there' is, a government school 
(Moslem). We then did colportage worrk and tried to s,ecure 
new subscribers for the magazine'. The colportage went well, 
and at my suggestion Y usuf offered books to several Moslems, 
who readily bought Mr'. Theobald's latest book, "Flower of the 
FOrr'est." YUSiuf told me that if only the price of Mr'. Theobald's 
other book, " Lily 0'£ the Desert," could be reduced it would sell 
just as quickly. 

In the afternoon we gained a few new slUlbscribers, in, Fayoum 
and completed the day'Si colportage there. This day Yusuf SQ;ld 
more than twice as much as, is, usual for one day. 

Early next morning Mr. Shaub drove us over to Benri Smvif 
in time to catch the expresS! to Maghagha, where we changed 
into the slow train for Beni Mazar. 

Here we visited Mattyas' house, but as we arrived a day 
before time we found that he was away doing colportage. How­
ever we saw his, wife and children and home. We also visited 
the Coptic priest. He was, asJeep when we arrived, and we had 
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nOi reason to dQlubt this statement, fOir our conversation with his 
brother, whOi entertained us, was punctuated by the priest's 
sonorous breathing in the adjQlining room. He later appeared 
and talked a little; then! soap and water were brought, with which 
h,: washed his head. He then retired todressi, and appeared just 
in time to say good-bye. \Ve caught the night train to Minia, 
where we put up at an hotel near the station. The next day we 
met Garas Loza, and spent the day in collecting subscriptions 
inl Minia, incidentally gaining one or tWQI new subscribers. While 
we were collecting the subscription of a telephone official, one 
of the bystanders happenled tOi hear the "Bareed" mentioned, 
and enquired what it was,. He then immediately asked to become 
a subscriber. 

On Friday we went Q1n to Abu Qorqas, for colportage work. 
First of all we collected the one or two' subscriptions" then made 
straight for the Evangelical SchooL I was shown over the school 
and saw variolls classes, being taught-English, Drawing, Arith­
metic and Arabic reading. The sheikh who was teaching this 
last c1aSls was most kind tOi us, and bought: about a dQlzen Q1f ButrQl5 
Effendi's "Bible Problems" for distribution among the pupils. 
\Ve also saw th.e large Church, simply but beautifully built. After 
that: we went about selling books, and actually sold in one day 
a little less than the colporteur usually sells in a week. 

Saturday mOirning saw the completion of our work in Minia. 
In. the course of oUir visit I was, shOlwn in one househo,Jd different 
kinds of bread, with the COim which is used for each kind. I was 
also given a most interesting description: of the mysteries of 
baking. In the afternoon I called on Mr. Reed, the American 
missiOinary, who tOOik me out intOi the country round Minia for 
a br'eath of air in his car. OD! Sunday morning we attended ser­
vice in the Minia Church, which, in spite of its size, was well 
filled; then we spent the rest OIf the day in visiting friends of 
Butr'Q1s, Eff. 

Monday was a full day, fOlr' we had to get out to Hur tD 
visit Yacuib, and also regain the main line along which alone are 
tOi be found hotels, fit: tOi sleep in. 

vVe had a good time selling books on the train. Those which 
seemed most popular wer'e "Harmony of the Life OIf Christ," 
" Story of Joseph from O. T. and Quran," and " Flower of the 
Foreslt. " This, did nlOt surprise me, fo·r these books are popular 
anywhere, but I was, surprised to sell "Brands from the Burn­
ing," a book which I have tried in vain to sell in the markets 
rOlund Cairo. 

We left the train at Mallawi and got into one of the public 
mOitors plying between Mallawi and Hur. The five-seater was 
comfortably packed with fourteen, and we had an hOlur's, ride to 
H ur. \Ve English h'ave not yet learned how to make the full 
use of a car. Mudguards, running boards, etc., are not left idle 
here. 

At H lIr we enquired for Yacub. \Ve had to drink coffee first 
with the man of whom we enquired the way, and then were con­
ducted to Yacub's house-a mud house inl the Moslem quarter. 
Yacub was out meeting us, but presently returned, having heard 
from someone that tWOl strangers had passed another way. He 
tried to' persuade. us' ,to stop the night, but he had to reslt' content 
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with giving us lunch. He had invited several of the leaders OIf 
the Church iIll the place, but the elder alone was, able to' have 
lunch with us. He directed Yacub how tOi serve the lunch to suit 
EurOlpeaIll t.astes, supplemented by the advice of the doctOir', who 
drOlpped iIll, a,nd whOl, aSI soon as he saw the lunch, dispatched 
Yacub's granddaughter to' his house fOor fOlrks and knives. HOIw­
ever, as' the doctOlt had to. depart befOore the' forks, arrived, ailid 
I made no request: fOir them, they remained unused. 

When we got back tal Mallawi we had julSt missed the train 
by which we were hoping to reach Manfalut, and so had tOi take 
another public 'bus, tOi Derut. As it turned out, the LOItd knew 
better hbw tOI accommodate us, fOir at: Detut' we fOlund a really 
clean hotel, with bath and clean beddiIllg. We paid twO' inspiring 
vilS,it's to the minister's, whO' reside in Derut, and left next mOirning 
for Ma1l1falut As: SOOili as> we tried tb find a place for IU1l1Ch I was 
thankful that: we had mis,sed the train the night bclolre, and were 
thusl prevelnted from spending the IlIiglit there. 

We had lunch at a very native eating hOluse, where nOl knives, 
fo,rks, etc., were pr!O'vided. FOir tablecloth, napkin and towel, 
we were given a piece of red flannel. However, the fOOld was 
better than some with which we were served in mO're refined 
restaurantis,. That night we reached Assiut, where I ~pent twOl 
very enjOlyable days at the HOispital. One day sufficed tOi CDm­
plet.e olUr work, and the secOind day was free tOi look Oover the 
HOispital, CoUege, etc. There things have to be seen to, be 
imagined. I had the privilege of speaking at prayers, in the 
HOospital Chapel on Thursday moming. 

On Thursday afternoon we caught the express. to. Sohag, 
where we spent. a day in the company OIf Shukralla, our cOllporteur, 
and incidentally we visited Ichmim, where I was shown. colmtred 
cloths in the process of being woven. Some of th'e des,igns were 
quite intricate. This island has a tramway running from the side 
to the toW'll!. It is driven by a FOIrd engine, which is attached to 
t.he firs,t; coach, resembling an omnibuS' in fOorm, except that the 
wheels: are more like r'aihvay wheels. The secnnd cOoach has the 
appearance 0'£ a tram. vVe had difficulty in starting; but, once 
off, all was well. 

The next day we r'eached Balyana, where Mr'. RobsDn met 
us.. After lunch Dn the Boat, ButrDs Eff. and I called Dnl the 
Evangelist. with whom Buttns' was spending the night. Then, 
after we had cDllected a few subscriptiDns, we parted fDr' the night. 
Afte1"' Church next morn,ing Butros and I parted cO'mpany. He 
went on to Luxnr, and I remained a week OIn the Boat for village 
wDrk. 

As tHe work on the BDat had nDt really begun, I had a rest 
during my stay there, and it was a time of strengthening tOo me. 
Our times of prayer were precious seasons, and in the visits that 
we were enabled tOi pay to the viIlages. I had opportunities of 
testifying anld preaching the Word, and also into one week were 
crowded a variety of experiences, fDr in each village we met with 
a different' reception from thatJ accOlrded tn us. in other villages, 
and each village presented its! own problem. 

The mOIst st;riking feature of my visit was the OIpen-hearted­
nesSi of most of the people we saw. Perhaps the waters. are often 
shallow, but they cOlVer a: grea1J deal OIf ground. The Egyptian 
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oUitlook is different from the Eur'opean outlook, but it is wonderful 
to' see the way in which Ghrist meets their needs, just as much 
as He meets O'ur needs. 

It was instructive to see the comparative success and failure 
of some of our books. "George Muller" sells very well, but 
" Daily Light," about the same size, is not nearly so much appre­
ciated. I was told that the reason why "Daily Light" is not 
very acceptable is that it only contains verses from the Bible. A 
Bible canl be bought for the same price as " Daily Light," so that 
people do not see the point 0'£ paying for the same thing twice 
Oyer. 

The needs have been indicated. Do they need stressing? 
Fray for our colporteurs; for their work is hard, and they need 
encouragement. Let us pray that God may guide a man of His 
choice whO' shall be able to give them help and encouragement 
in their work. 

J. R. MENZIES. 

+ 
€ngltsb=sp¢aktnq Cbtldnn. 

C.S.S.M. SERVICES AT STANLEY BAY. 

I. @lil ~ERVICES were once again held in August at Stanley Bay. 
", ~ The beach, which had at first "ef'med impracticable, again 

,n.MJ;J became the centre of our activities:. Despite the rather 
crude appear'ance of the tent, the shade it offered was 

fully appreciated, and it was rare indeed to find much spare room 
\I'hen once the service wa," well under way. 

The numbers at the beach "ervices \\rere steady rather than 
large, but it was encouraging to' notice that though gradual it 
,,'as a steady increase. The snecial meetings on the whole were 
well attended, the proporticn to the attendance at the beach ser­
vices being much better than has been my experience in England. 

The meetings were all marked by a reverent and attentive 
spirit. Many races and languages were represented, but the 
Gospel seemed to attract all alike. Many of the children had 
attended in other year's, and it was a joy to see their brightness, 
O'thers were nrew to' the C.S.S.M., but seemed to grow as keen 
on the meetings as the others. 

Our Birthday was a great success. After a very large service 
un the beach inl the morning, we were invited to Fairhaven for the 
afternoon, where some very attractive and much appreciated sports, 
,,'ere arranged for us' bv Mr. P. Allen. The cake, which Mrs. 
Jameson generouslly presented l'S, with, was in the opinion of all 
" the best yet," while the front lawn. was a most delig-htful setting 
for our birthday party. Our enjoyment of that afternoon was 
due to' the willing help of so many ladies, ilmong whom Miss 
Barber and Miss, O'Connell spared no pains in caring for the 
happiness of all. 

It is difficult to get girls and boys awakened to the fact that 
they are not saved rla,turally. They heard the message dearly 
put. \\' e leave them to God and to the prayers of His people that 
the seed sown may bring forth an abundant ha rvest. 

J. R. M. 
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DOW to nad tbt Btblt. 
By THE REV. J. E. SAMPSON, 

Vicar of Barr01t1-on-Humber, Hull. 

I 
HAVE hope of the worst man, as long as he will read his 

Bible. I feel sure he will turn to God some day. I am 
, full of fear for the best man, if he neglects his Bible. He 

is almost certain to fall before the enemy. Amid these 
last day perils, there is no safeguard but in the Word of 
God. 

Two men of God have given good advice about studying the 
Bible. Mr. Moody says, " For a number of years I have made 
it a rule not to read any book that does not help me to understand 
the Bible. I am a greater slave to that book than any man is to 
strong drink, and I am sure it does me a deal more good. Every 
Christian ought to have a good Bible-not so good that you are 
afraid to mark it-and a Concordance. I think I have got the 
key to the study of the Bible. Take it topically. Take love, for 
instance, and spend a month in searching what the Bible says 
about love, from Genesis to Revelation. Then you Will love 
everybody whether they love you or not. In the same way take 
Grace, Faith, Assurance, Heaven, and so on. When you read 
your Bible be sure you hunt for something. Spend six months 
studying Genesis: it is the seed-plant of the Bible. Read the 
same chapter over and over again, till you understand it." I 
would add-Make yourself thoroughly familiar with St. Paul's 
Epistles. They are the key to all the Holy Scripture. Do not 
think you would do better with a Commentary. They are useful 
to consult sometimes. But it is better for you ·to be without one, 
than that you should depend on one. Get a Reference Bible, and 
you will find the best commentary in the margin. 

" Take up one word in a book, such as the believes in St. 
John. Every chapter but two speaks of believing. Look up the 
conversions of the Bible; the seven blesseds and overcomes of 
Revelation. See what I John iii. says about assurance, and the 
six things worth kn01t1ing. Take up the five precious things of 
Peter, the verilys of John, the seven walks of Ephesians, the five 
much mores of Rom. v., the two receiveds of John i., the seven 
hearts in Provo xxiii. and especially an eighth, the lookings, the 
lookings back, the Beholds, of the Bible. If we know our Bibles, 
Satan will not have much power over us." 

Mr. Muller, of Bristol, who has obtained a good report 
through faith, suggests this plan. "Begin the Old Testament 
and read a portion. The next time you read, begin the New in 
the same way. The next time, a portion of the Old beginning 
where you left off before; and the next time again, a portion of 
the New. Thus you will soon get through the New; then begin 
it again; and so on with the Old-the result will be, you will 
increasingly love the Word of God. I have tried this plan for 
forty-six years, and though I have read nearly one hundred times 
the whole of the Blessed Word of God, I never tire of it. The 
more I read it the more precious it becomes to my heart, the more 
delight still J take in reading it. It is always a new book to me, 
when I begin it again from the beginning. Bible reading is the 
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H THE BURDEN BEARER /' 

The camel at the close of da\', 
Kneels down upon the sandy; plain 
To have his burden lifted off, 

And rest ag·ain. 

My soul, thO'u too shouldst to thy knees 
'Vhen daylight draweth to a close, 
And let thy ~Iaster lift thy load 

And grant repose. . 

Else ho,w canst thnu to-ll1uao\\, meet, 
''lith all to-morrow's work to do, 
If thou thy burden all the nig'ht 

D06t carry through? 

The camel Iwee1s at break of day 
To have his guide replace his load, 
Then rises. lip anew to' take 

The desert nYcid. 

So thou shouldst kneel at morning dawn, 
That GOod may g'ive th" dail" ('are, 
Assured that He no lo;;d too-- great 

\Yill make thee bear. 

(Aut/lOr UI/}~IIi}'WIl). 
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great means of nourishing the soul. If you neglect this, you will 
never make much progress. Do not be discouraged if, on your 
first reading, you do not understand. By little and little you will 
learn more." 

It is remarkable that 1\\"0 such mighty men of faith should 
have given such similar and striking testimony to the necessity 
and happiness of pondering in the 'Nord of God. 

I venture to suggest further the plan which for some years 
I have found very profitable. I t is the adoption of two methods. 
First: Continue reading straight on through the Bible from 
beginning to the end. About two pages a day, in an ordinary 
sized Bible, wiII bring you through in a year. But read more 
than this, if you have time; and as years roll by you WIll be 
tempted to read more and more. In this way you will get a 
general knowledge of the entire Scriptures. You will notice the 
scope and main object of each book. You will see that there is 
a Divine order in the arrangement of the books. Try as you go 
on, to see the chief predominating topic of each book; and 
observe how "the New Testament lies hid in the Old, and the 
Old Testament lies open in the New." 

Then, at the same time, have in hand some one book for 
special study and searching. It may be well to take a book in 
the New Testament for tllis more particular study, while you are 
reading the Old Testament; take, for example, one of St. Paul '5 

Epistles. Read it throu<;h several times, till YOU see the outlinf' 
of it, and hayc got hold of the line of thought and the steps of 
argument, or the main divisions of th" book. Do not begrudf!e 
time spent in reading, in this way, over and over again. It is 
time \\"ell spent. Then, when you have ~rasped the general drift 
and subject of the book, begin at the first chapter, and take it 
verse by verse, and word by word, searching out parallel texts 
and words in the Old Testament and the N e\Y, and observing how 
the Bible in one part explains the Bible in another. 

By pursuing these methods you \Yill be surprised how vour 
interest in Scripture, and love for its pages, will increase. You 
will make it the centre of all your reading, and nothing will be 
thought worthy of your study which cloes not in some way or 
other bear upon it. 

It is well to have some fixed time in the day for Bible reading. 
vVhat is left to be done at any time is usually never done at all. 
Keep to your time as regularly as you can, but if on any occasion 
you are not able to do so, do not condemn yourself as if you had 
sinned. 

Always pray before you read. Ask God to be your teacher. 
to enlighten the eyes of your heart by His Holy Spirit. If 
Bezaleel needed to be " filled \,"ith the Spirit of God, in wisdom, 
and in understanding, and in knowledge," that he might knm'" 
how to construct the material tabernacle, how much more do we 
need the fulness of the same Holy Spirit, that we may understand 
the "wondrous things" of the great temple of revealed truth. 

Be sure you read your Bible with faith, believing every word. 
Have no thoughts or opinions of your own, but like a little child 
receive the Word of God in simple trust. Let no feeling of your 
own unworthiness make you stagger at the rich fulness and frcp­
ness of God's promises. Often ask yourself as vou read, Am I 
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believing this? Remember that "these are the true sayings of 
God." "The Scripture cannot be broken." Never doubt your 
heavenly Father's word. I John v. ro. 

Let your object in knowing the \Vord of God be, that you 
may do the will of God. If you have sin upon your conscience, 
it will hinder your understanding. Live out faithfully in your 
daily life all vou learn. Think of the connection between the 
layi~g aside and the laying apart with the desiring and receiving 
in I Pet. ii. I, 2, and Jam. i. 2 I. Noone who allows sin in his 
life can know the truth in his heart. 

It is good sometimes to sit or kneel before God, and meditat~ 
and ponder over some portion of the \Vord of Truth. Speak with 
God about it; praise Him for it; ask Him to fulfil it all in vou. 
Remember that in prayer, you are speaking to God; that in read­
ing the Bible, God is speaking to you. Let your listening heart 
say, Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. Pause, and think over 
some blessed text, and allow your soul to drink in all its rich and 
precious meaning. 'Vhen the Psalmist speaks of the downward 
course of the wicked, the contrast he draws between them and the 
righteous man is very striking-" But," he says, "his delight is 
in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate dav and 
night." -

Study the Word in God's presence. Remember the blood. 
The light ,,-hich shines from Calvary is the light which unfolds 
the Scriptures. A stain upon your conscience will be like a speck 
upon your eye. If you are indeed a child of God, it will not only 
be exquisite pain to you; it will almost blind you. Bring it to the 
blood to be cleansed. Then "\valking in the truth, you will be able 
to understand the truth, and the truth will sanctify you. 

I earnestly urge you to make Bible-reading your daily habit. 
Let it be a fixed principle with you that you need " the words of 
his mouth" for your souJ's nourishment and health, "more than 
your necessary food" for vour body. I have seen many a young 
Christian fall away for lack of this. You have found forgiveness, 
young believer, through faith in the atoning blood of Christ; and 
you are happy, supremely happy. But forgiveness, blessed as it 
is, is not food. And if you have no food you will have no 
strength. You will hunger. And the hungry will eat anything. 
If you do not go on, applying yourself to the careful reading of 
your Bible, increasing in the knO\vledge of Christ, your famished 
soul will readily eat of the world's dainties, and Satan will not be 
slow to spread them temptingly before you. But if you are 
nourished by the hidden manna; if, searching the Scriptures, your 
soul is filled ,,,ith the knowledge and love of Christ Jesus your 
Lord, you will" never hunger," you will have no heart for the 
world's allurements. "A full soul loatheth even an honeycomb." 

Christian, if you would stand before the enemy, if you would 
walk humbly and happily with your God, if you would be useful 
in the Lord's vineyard, search the Scriptures daily and diligently. 
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable, 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." 

Written some .fifty years ago, and valned by A. Van Sommer. 
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SUBSCRIPTION LIST. 

REMJ'lTANCES. - Subscriptions and Donations for the expanding work 
of The Nile Mission Press (established in 1905), should be sent to the 
Secretary, JOBN L. OLiVER, 22, Culverden Park Road, Tunbridge WelIs 
(Telegrams: "Nilpres, Tunbridge Wells." Telephone 1541. Tunbridge 
Wells). Cheques (crossed "Barclays Bank, Ltd.") and Postal Orders 
should be made payable to The Nile Mission Press. For Bequest 
Form, see page 4 of cover. 

Subscriptions to .. Blessed be Egypt n (2/- a year, post free) should 
also be sent to John L. Oliver, who is always glad to send specimen 
copies to interested persons recommended to him by subscribers. 
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mp 60d and lUng. 

Let all the world in every corner sing 

My God and King! 

The Heavens are not too high; 

His praise may thither fly; 

The Earth is not too low; 

His praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing 

My God and King! 

The Church with psalms must shout; 

No door can keep them out: 

But above all the heart 

Must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing 
My God and King. 

GEORGE HERBERT. 
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(Sitting)-Mrs. Upson, Yaqub Elf., Mr. Upson, Mr. Kinnear, Miss Mollison. 
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" Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXIX. APRIL, 1929. No. 117. 

Editorial. 
" The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand." 

PSALM cx. I. 

"So then after the Lord had spohen unto them, he was 
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God." 

-ST. MARK xvi. 19 . 

. , Stephen . . . . being full of the HaZy Ghost, Zoohed up 
stedfastly into heaven, and SWIt' the ,KZory of God, and Jesus stand­
ing on the right hand of (;od. "-:\crs vii. 55. 

" That ye may hn07(' .... the exceeding greatness of His 
p01(1er to uS7f'ard 7£,ho heZiel'e, accordinJ.!: to the worhing of His 
might\' pmc'er, 7(,hich He 1c'yought in Christ 70hen He raised him 
fro1ll the dead ilnd set him lit His 071111 right hand in the hea7'en1'l' 
places. "---EPHESIANS i. 18, 19, 20. 

" This mlln after he had offerf'd one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat d07£'n on the right hand of God.' '--HEBREWS x. [2. 

" Seek those things 71'hich !lre ab07'e, 7vhere Christ sitteth at 
the ri,Kht halld of God. "-COL. iii. I. 

The Lord Jesus said beforp He left us, "All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations." The power is all His: we haye none; but through us 
He makes Himself known to the world, for He would have all 
men to be saved and to come to a knmdedge of the truth. 

I t is for the one purpose of making Him known, that the 
:\[ission Press in Cairo exists. 

As we read the account of the last year's work, we are con­
scious of a ve,in of trouble running through the RepO'rt. A trouble 
that more mig-ht have been done than we have done. It should 
make us take fresh hold by faith of that mighty Saviour at the 
right hand of God. 

And we ask our many friends in England, and America, and 
Canada, and Australia, and New Zealand, with one heart to ask 
with renewed faith that the blessed Spirit of God may rest upon 
us all, and that the Name which is above every name may be made 
known to thousands who as yet know it not, in the year before us. 
\Ve would pray with thanksgiving, for indeed the year that has 
closed has had many blessings which we can bring _to remem­
brance. "He abideth faithful." 

We print a short article by Mr. Cameron, a missionary 
belonging to the Sudan United Mission, which works in the 
Nuba Mountain Province. And we have added a list of the names 
of the Provinces, and a map of the Sudan. It is one of the 
coming mission fields which will have to be sown with the Gospel. 
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The C.M.S. are g-iving themsel ves to it with renel,I'ed energy, and 
the American L' nited Presbyterian Mission has gradually enlarged 
her borders tOII'ards Abyssinia, We too of the N ile Missi.on Press 
must have inore colpmteurs to ca rry 'Christian books and papers 
to those who can read. Government schools are springing up, 
and soon many more will read. 

Both Palestine and the Sudan call fur strong' and II'id-er effort. 
The mighty power of the Lord Jesus , now at the right Hand of 
God, can make us able to carry out His puq)oses. 

Let us hold fast to Him; and as we look away from ourselves 
up to Jesus, faith grows strong. . 

+ 
Jlnnual R~.,or( for 1928. 

EDGED TOOLS. 

USABLENESS always precedes 
usefulness. Most ' Christians 
desire God to use them but 
all are not ready to let God 

make them usable. I f swords are 
to be sharp their edges must be 
ground. To build a house, tbe 
bricks first need to be baked; to 
make a machine, each part must be 

prepared before the machine can be 
assembled. The greater the work, the 
greater the number of preliminary prepara­
tions. God purposes the spread of kno\v-
ledge of Himself-H e plans., an eveJl"las-tll1!g 

Kingdom. His preparations for our salvation 
reach back into the infinite past. Yet \ve wonder 
at His ways Whe(1 He takes time to' make men or 
organizations ready to co-operate with Him in His 
great work. 

This preparation, is, not our choice but God's 
choice for us. We do not equip ourselves, because we have 
neither knowledge of the equipment we need nor the power or 
resources to apply this equipment. All that is required of us is 
~lJJbmrssioo£1J to, God"s w ill, and even such a light task as, this" is 
further lightened by His purposes and promises revealed to us in 
His Word. \Vas not our Captain made perfect through suffer­
ings, and is it not our privilege to kno\\' the fellow ship ' of those 
sufferings? By identification, Hi s experiences are mirrored in 
our lives. In following close after Him, the shadow of His 
sufferings falls across our path. We understand in part because 
\o,.'e share in part. If we share His sufferings now, \ye know that 
we shall share His glory; but do we also know that we may share 
the supports on which He rested, that we may have the strong 
consolation of Holy Scripture? One such passage seems -very apt 
as we review the past year of Ollr work. It is the opening ver,~es . 
of, Isaiah 49. . 
- (( The Lord hath called m e . -. He hath ma.de ·mll 'motlfh " 

like a sharp sword ." (Is. xlix. J). To play with edgeEl·.-toQls' .is:· 
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a foolhardy risk, to use them is a \vise man's precaution. The 
\Vord of God is a sharp s\yord. The mouths of God's messengers 
are sharp weapons in proportion to their faithfulness. We feel 
called of God to let out the message of Salvation as quickly as 
possible and to proclaim it as faithfully as possible. Under the 
urge of His commission \ve pushed forward rapidly towards the 
end of last year. "The Partnership Scheme" was inaugurated. 
Bv it our "Partners "~under certain conditi0'ns--are able to 
obtain large quantities of literature for free distribution in their 
\vork. The market work, which hegan with such promise, was 
another departure, or rather a door opened, of reaching those who 
otherwise \\ould have little chance of coming into contact with 
the b00'ks. ~ew agencies \\'('re formed, \\,ith many more on the 
horizon. Truly it seemed that the Lord was confirming the Word 
with signs. There were not wanting in our midst tokens of His 
presence in quickened zeal and long-ing that others too might 
share in 0'ur heritage. 

But the s\\'ord was sharp and many \yere disconcerted when 
the trial came. Then' has been a general opposition t0'Missionary 
effort, and a recrudescence of Islamic aggressiveness mixed with, 
and used by, the Nationalistic movements in various countries. 
Oppositi0'n moved slowly down from the north, Persia, Turkey 
and Syria; then came the boycott of the Jerusalem Book-shop, the 
\·iolence shewn to two of our workers in Transjordan, and finally, 
the panic which seized some of our colporteurs and many others 
who had been accustomed to help in the distribution of ou'r books. 

The test had C0'me. \Vere we playing the weapons or using 
them? An example of using them in contrast to playing- with 
distribution was the wav in which Mrs. Michell used so to 
distribute that people became anxious about their souls' and 
desirous of talking over these things, or the perseverance of some 
of our c0'lporteurs. The result, as we saw it, was a great falling 
off in circulati0'n. A determined eff0'rt was also made to get us 
moved out of the Moslem quarter in Jerusalem. The situation 
was so serious that we even wondered about the advisability of 
closing colportage work in Palestine, and c0'ncentrating on the 
depot. Had we n0't felt sure that the Lord had called us to it, 
and that to retreat would be to doubt His gracious purposes con­
cerning us, the result of our deliberati0'ns might have been 
different. One of the hardest thing-s which we always have to 
encounter, but which at this difficult period was increased, was 
absolute indifference on the part of so many. To be ignored is 
ditlicult, especially if one has made overtures of friendliness 
preparatory to putting the Gospel message into the hands of those 
whom 0'ne meets. To offer to help people by supplying them with 
tracts, and find on so many sides no response at all, gives one the 
feeling of knocking on the door of a deserted house. We feel like 
the traveller in the p0'em :~ 

.. , Is there anybody there?' He said. 
But no one descended to the traveller: 
No head from the leaf.fringed sill 
Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes, 
Where he stood perplexed and still." 

Persuasion, \vhich usually was successful, entirely failed to 
awaken any response. The removal of the interest did not in 
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this case entail the removal of the opportunity. We continued 
to visit the markets as \ve were able and to give the people an 
opportunity of buying books. 'vVe were called to the Evangeliza­
tion of the Moslems, and so we kept on in this market work, but 
with very small sales, and those mostly amongst Copts. All our 
time was not, however, spent waiting before these closed doors. 
We had some other things to attend to. We did continue our 
visits and gave those in the markets a good opportunity. Then 
we returned home, often feeling like the traveller giving his last 
knock; feeling it in vain and yet knocking . 

.. For he suddeulv smote on the door even 
Louder and-lifted his head:-

• Tell them r came and no one answered, 
That I kept my word' he said." 

Some of the colporteurs encountered opposition from protessmg 
Christians who like to let sleep and to sleep. 

Our publications are strictly loyal to the Word of God. 
Should anything not true to the \Vord of God escape the vigilance 
of the publication committee, Pastor Gabra, who reads the first 
proofs, would never let it escape his notice. He sets the very 
highest standard in this respect. Then, too, our books are evan­
gelistic, not educational, with the exception of books for Sunday 
School teachers and Commentaries. Even here we seek to 
impress the need for faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as the only 
way of salvation, and obedience to Him in everything as the only 
means of spiritual progress. It has been said that we have two 
messages, to the unconverted, "Ye must be born again," to the 
Christian, "Life, and life more abundant." Those who help us 
may rest assured that they are helping to put into the hands of 
Moslems and Copts and ] ews simple evangelistic literature in a 
language that the people can understand and \vhich will be 
increasingly understood as education spreads. These are the 
fellow workers we desire. Those who realise that they are hand­
ling dangerous weapons and who are filled with zeal that Satan's 
Kingdom should really be stormed. 

" In whom I will be glorified." 

We do not need to wait until we reach Heaven in order to 
know the truth that most loss is most gain. It is through our 
apparent failure that God's purposes are often carried out. Look­
ing back over the past year, we see this truth illustrated In our 
experience here. We felt the pressure most in Palestine and yet 
see the aftermath. Our bookshop was under a boycott for several 
weeks, one might almost say months, and in spite of it all-nay, 
because of it all-the sales there this year are nearly double those 
of last year. The opposition party tried to deprive us of our 
place within the city walls (bullying is very effective out here). 
In fact, we thought that even if we were able to stay on, the 
boycott would be so severe that it would not be worth our while. 
So apparently thought the opposition, for after all we were able 
to retain our shop--and at a reduced rent. Did not God get 
glory in this? Was not our loss worth while? This is what Mr. 
G. VVald, at present supervising the work in Palestine, says:~ 

"He is the Lord our God: His judgments are in all the earth. 
He hath remembered His covenant for ever, the word which He 
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commanded to a thousand generations. Which covenant He 
made with Abraham, and His oath unto Isaac; and confirmed the 
same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting 
covenant: Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the 
lot of your inheritance: when they were but a few men in num­
ber; yea, very few, and strangers in it." (Psalm cv. 7-12.) 

The Psalmist meditates on Jehovah's dealings with his 
people, and without any effort his heart swells up in praise and 
thanksgiving to his God for His abundant mercy and grace. His 
meditation of Him was sweet. His mind goes back to the begin­
ning, to Abraham, and God's promise to His servant. Had God 
been true to His promise, or had He grown tired of them, their 
rebellion and backsliding? Yes, He had been so faithful. 
He had silently planned for them and led them, He had fed them 
and clothed them, and brought them into the land of Canaan, the 
lot of their inheritance. It had not been because of their greatness 
of numbers, for they \\'ere but few in number (v. I2); neither was 
it because of their obedience or faithfulness, for alas we know 
from His word in Exodus, etc., that they were a rebellious and 
stiffnecked people, but it was because of His covenant which He 
made with them, His oath which He sware unto Isaac (v. 9). 

But what messag'e has this for us, as this annual report goe>, 
to the press? 1\1 y reading this morning was Psalm TOS, and God 
was speaking to me about the work in Palestine. During the last 
year we have proved the faithfulness and goodness of God to m. 
In many respects it has been a hard year, with all the agitation 
and fanaticism among the people, with those who were fellm"­
helpers in distribution becoming afraid to carryon, with the col­
porteurs being beaten and their books taken away, in prisons oft. 
with the necessary funds to carryon the work being cut by half, 
and then having to cut down the number of men too. Yet through 
it all He has been very near and precious. 

Though the distribution of the colporteurs has, not reached 
that of last year, yet the sales in the bookshop in Jerusalem have 
nearly doubled; for this we thank God and take courage. The 
promise is to us, " Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the 
lot of your inheritance," even though we be few in number, yea, 
very few, only five in all. He will give us the desire of our hearts, 
that He may be glorified in the lives of the Moslems in Palestine, 
Syria and Transjordan. Advance we must. The whole land is 
before us. If you would too prove and share the joy of His faith­
fulness in giving us the souls of the land, come and join us. Be 
a worker by prayer if you cannot come, but do not be out of it 
when He comes, for He says, "Behold I come quickly; and My 
reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be" (Rev. xxii. T2). "Even so come Lord Jesus" (Rev. xxii. 
20). 

I have spent my strength for nought. There come to every 
Missionary times when he feels he must echo these words; 
especially is this true of those working in Moslem lands. What 
do we see as the result of all our efforts? Perhaps we see a little 
but cannot escape the feeling that the result is disproportionate 
with! the effort. We all feel at times that, " we have to~led all the 
night and have taken nothing." Tht: increase in production was 
not a matter for congratulation when there was a slump in dis-
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tribution. Have we been spending ourselves to produce books 
for storage? We were very tempted to harbour such thoughts 
at times. One's efforts at persuasion are greeted by the scorn of 
those who are too ignorant to read for themselves, the picture 
which one has been at such pains to produce, and which one 
hopes wil! prove an irresistable attraction, is treated as a prime 
objection to the book. It is hard to resist the temptation to 
question the usefulness of the work. 

The partnership scheme, which took much careful planning 
and was made possible by economies in the work, went well for a 
time, until some of the partners began to forget to distribute in 
quantity. Then indeed it seemed that the extra work involved in 
the scheme, bookkeeping, packing, etc., in addition to the money 
spent in production, was bringing but little return. The Evil 
One was always ready \"ith the whisper, "What is the use of try­
ing to help those who don't want to be helped." 

\Ve opened a small bookshop in Shubra, the rent of the first 
month or so being provided from outside, while we loaned Daif 
Eff. as shopkeeper for part-time and stocked the shop with our 
books. A good beginning was made in the sales during the first 
month, but after that the work was disappointing. The saJes 
gradually dropped off, and this falling off was not much remedied 
by moving into a better street. This work absorbed a good deal 
of our efforts, while more time was spent in investigating the 
numerous schemes propounded by Daif Eff. for improving the 
work. This work was dropped at the end of the year (but it is 
not improbable that we may try elsewhere). 

This year we again sent our colporteur Bulos Malaty to the 
Sudan, but his stay was attended by many misfortunes. He was 
ill with malaria, and then, after a little, he went about his work 
again, and again got ill. But to get out of the Sudan when once 
he was there was no easy matter. The following extracts from 
a letter of Dr. Griffen, Rulos' local supervisor in the Sudan, give 
the atmosphere as well as the facts of last winter's work. "He 
has had a hard time of it, and is very much chagrined over the 
results of his winter's work, and disappointed. . . . . The 
country has been full of malignant malaria and influenza, and but 
few people have been able to escape one or the other and often 
had both. The only fault that can be attributed to Bulos is that 
he did not give up iong ago, go to a hospital and try to get well. 
There have been days when he lost his enthusiasm, and it requires 
a lot of malaria to do that with Bulos; not so with most of us. 
. . . . When he has been able to get up from his bed he gets out 
to make more sales, and so it has been day after day ..... He 
has sold many books to Moslems and Chl·istians, and all of the 
results are not known to us." So he was moved back to Luxor. 
His zeal has not abated, and he is now anxious to return to the 
Sudan, that the work he has begun may he followed up. This 
needs very careful consideration, as the hot season begins there 
so early. Bulos has had malaria, and is liable to a recurrence of 
his trouble. It \yould be difficult to send anyone but Bulos. We 
must not forget the really magnificent work which he has begun; 
we may be able to send him next September if he can pass the 
doctor. 

\Ve do not want this work to be dropped and long to know 
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the Lord's will for us in this portion of His vineyard. Ought 
permanent work to be done in the Sudan? It does not seem 
pos.sible just at the momenlt, but the Lord may open the door if 
we diligently seek His face. 

The monthly magazine, "al-Bareed al-Misry," does not 
seem to make the prog-ress that it should. We lose a certain 
number of subscribers each year, and we are not at the present 
g-etting a sufficient number of new subscribers to enable the 
circulation to increase. We need an increase in circulation of at 
least fifty per cent. if this effort is to be really worth while. Very 
few Moslems buy our magazine, which is evangelistic. Is it God's 
will that when there are so many who need such a message as is 
here provided, there should be so few readers? We are not dis­
couraged, for we know that the magazine is meeting a real need. 
One of our friends lent a copy to a man in a railway carriage. 
The young man read nearly all of it, but found a phrase which he 
asked our friend to explain-" the Lord Jesus Christ who died 
for us." Our friend was very g-Iad to do this, and at length the 
young man said, "I don't want to argue, but I like to seek the 
truth. .. So our friend g-ave him Miss Trotter's "Seven-fold 
Secret. " 

A little time ago Sheikh Iskander wrote an article on "Will 
Jesus Christ come again," in which he attacked the materialism 
which is so rampant among the effendi class. He sent a copy of 
this number to an acquaintance whom he knew to be tainted with 
these views. The other day he met this young man, who paid him 
a year's subscription to the" Bareed," and said that he had given 
up his heretical opinions and found the magazine profitable. A 
Moslem sheikh who receives a copv of the " Bareed" passed on 
to him bv a friend, also told Sheikh Iskander that it was profit­
able reading. 

THOUGH ISRAEL BE NOT GATHERED MY GOD SHALL BE MY 

STRENGTH. 

Generalization in Christian work often spells ineffectiveness, 
but specialization always tends to parochialism. In these days 
of world conferences the tendency is for everybody to mind other 
people's business with the consequent neglect of their own. In 
reaction of this tendency there is the strong probability that we 
shall become so absorbed in our own work that we neglect the 
wider interests of the King-dom of God. The Nile Mission Press 
was founded to evang-elize the Moslems in Egypt. In the course of 
time the area of work has been enlarged. The boundaries of our 
parish have been moved but the centre of our parish has not been 
changed. vVe are still as anxious to evangelize the Moslems in 
Egypt, but we have seen the vision of Moslems perishing for lack 
of knowledge in North Africa, in Syria, in Persia and India, in 
South America and the whole world over. To think in world 
terms is g-ood, but not much use unless we sympathize and pray 
for the parts of that world; and if we do this we shall find our­
selves planning- and working for the world by increasing our work 
in each part of it. 

The following report gives some idea of the "outreach" of 
our message. This does not include the rights of translation 
which have been given that our books may reach a still greater 
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constituency. All these have been printed at the Press, and 
some of them are entirely our own publications. 

A great advance in Persian work has been made this year. 
In addition to the work for N. Persia a considerable bulk of new 
work for S. Persia has been done. 

For N. Persia. "The King of Love" was finished, and 
though we took a good deal of care, several mistakes escaped 
notice. 

"Ruh Allah" was reprinted. "The Sevenfold Secret" 
was begun this autumn and threequarters of it have been printed. 

For S. Persia. A beginning was made in printing- a book of 
hymns for Bishop Linton. This was followed by the "Gospel of 
Barnabas" and the "Sunday School Teacher," both just 
finished but not yet despatched. We have also set up "In 
Confidence to Boys." These are S. P. C. K. publications. 

The increasing bulk of work, and also the length of time it 
is sometimes necessary to keep type standing-, has necessitated 
the purchase of a new font of Persian tvpe. We are indebted to 
Mr. Wysham and his colleagues as to advice in buying- type which 
would appeal to Persian taste. We greatly value this co-opera­
tion, and \ve were deJig-hted to see Mr. Biggs during his stay in 
Cairo this autumn. Bishop Linton also visited us. The iob of 
reading proofs when you cannot follow the meaning is not 
interesting- work. But the kindly appreciations of those whom 
we serve in this wav make it well worth 'while. 

M alav. We were asked to print an Arabic and Malay, bi­
lingual tract.' At first there was gTe<'1t trepidation, but it turned 
out to be Arabic type with one extra letter, which we had cut 
locally. As the author used a type-writer, the proofs were read 
here <'1nd only one mistake was found. 

French. The story of David has been produced. This is <'1 
companion to the story of Joseph. Manv hundreds of these are 
heine- used in North Africa, etc. 

En~lish. The publication of ten of Miss Trotter's Story 
Parables in English was a ne\v departure. These little tracts are 
very acceptable and tasteful in their new form. The original 
blocks were usually used, and where the storv had appeared the 
English was retained. In two cases we had no English, and so 
the English was a strict and literal translation of the Arabic. 
The ten were all hound together, forming a most attractive 
volume, which being published just at the time of Miss Trotter's 
death, we called the Memorial Edition. 

\Ve have also reprinted the "Sevenfold Secret "~the 3rd 
English and memorial edition. This, h<'1s a photo of Miss Tmtt'er 
at work in bed as a frontispiece. 

The printing works have also heen well occupied, as the 
following report from Yacoub Eff. shows. What does not 
appear in the report is the way in which he has kept up and 
increased the efficiency of the Press hy steady and persevering 
work. 

"\Ve thank God that we have passed year I928 in peace. 
The year is now over and the Press is still going forward in 
improvement and success. We are thankful that no breakages 
occurred in the machines, nor was there any period of enforced 
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inactivity nor any trouble at all. All this was due to His 
wonderful blessing. vVe are thankful for the foreign publieations 
which we print, Persia, Malay and English, and for the magazines 
and other publications, as all this is to the Glory of God's Name 
and spread of Christ's Kingdom on the earth. \Ve thank all the 
missionary societies who helped us in the work, e.g., C.M.S., 
E.G.M., Sir \Vil1iam \\'illcocks, and others. \Vould that the 
rest of missionary bodies kne\v that the Press is open to serve 
them .... but we are glad to say that there have been printed 
this year no less than 37 Arabic books, and eight Persian books 

A NILI'IU;S8 LlllltL\RY. 

(Gi.,en b:v N.M.P. 10 B.G.M. Sialio .. td flIallfnudi:va. or El·At.f). 

and one j\·lalay book, besides tracts, leaflets, magazines-all 
religious. The machines have made no less than 2,100,000 

revolutions-and all these to the Glorv of the Name of Christ." 
Since our printing activities have been so extended that we 

print books for Persia and l\falay States, we are scarcely sur­
prised to find the distribution of our Arabic books also extended. 

A young lady in a nearby country writes to us: " There is 
here a very big prison, all long-sentence men, and we spent many 
hours among the prisoners; some of them were murderers. . . . 
Many of your publications were eagerly bought up by the 
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prisoners. We sold them thirty of your books and gave away 
between a hundred and a hundred and fiftv of your illustrated 
stories (Miss Trotter's)." . 

Another lady not very far away writes to say that she does 
not know what the missionaries there would do without our 
tracts. Further away, down the banks of the Tigris, we read of 
our tracts being distributed in large numbers. Further away 
still, in India, we hear from those who are distributing our books 
among Arabic-reading Moslems. In China we hear of an 
encouraging work amongst Moslems in which the "Selected 
Portions" which we print has played a great part. This book is 
eagerly sought after by the Moslems there, and its distribution 
gives the missionaries an opportunity of getting into personal 
touch with souls eager to hear. This same book is also being 
distributed among Arabic-reading sailors in Australia. 

We have also heard of our books being distributed among 
bigoted Roman Catholics in another country; while a man writes 
as follows of our Jaffa colporteur. (The correspondent was not 
a Moslem). 

" For 14 years I was down in the pit of destruction, and 
every day I got worse and went deeper into sin. One day I saw 
your colporteur, and he told me of the salvation which is in the 
Lord T esus Christ; purchasing from him on~ of the books, I 
read that the wag-es of sin is death. I then became very sad at 
my condition, and trembled for fear of the future. That col­
porteur, Mikhail, took me straigoht off to his house, and his wife 
left her work and \ye all spent an hour and a half explaining- the 
Way to me. We fell on our knees, and I was frightened, for J 
could ima~ine that I heard the sentence being pronounced against 
me. I cried out from the depths of mv heart, 'Lord, have mercy 
upon me, for I am a lost man.' I then confessed to God all the 
sins I had committed. I then heard, as it were, a voice from 
Heaven, saying to me, 'Be of goood cheer, my son, to-day you 
are born into the Kingdom of Heaven.' From that hour peace 
came into mv heart and sorrows fled awav; now I rejoice and am 
g-Jad all the day in this wonderful salvation, for T have died, and 
Christ has given me life. T shall never forget the hour in which 
I realized that Christ had saved me." 

I s IT A LIGHT THING? 

No Christian's work is light, for it is the Lord's work. Yet 
a glance at the following list of our publications will show that 
eyen from the purely human point of view our work is. not light. 
It is, however, encouraging to remember that no Christian's work 
is too heavy for him, because the Lord shares the burden He 
imposes. 

OUR PUBLICATIONS. 

" Cur Deus Homo?" A new edition carefully revised by Rev. 
Prof. Ibrahim Sa'eed, of Theological Seminary, Cairo, of 
this famous classic by Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
3 P.T. 

" The Giant Killer." 
children, adapted 
Miss Palmer. 

An adaptation of stories by A.L.O.E. for 
for Eastern readers by Miss Blaikie and 
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" God with Us." An 8 pp. portionette for free distribution, etc. 
" Selected Hymns." A revised edition of a collection of which 

our colporteurs sold [0,000 copies some few years ago. i- P. 
" George Muller." One of our most striking biographies under 

Arabic title of " The Rich Poor Man." Rev. Gabra's rather 
condensed translation of Dr. A. T. Pierson's work. 8 P.T. 

"Daily Light-Evening." Printed by arrangement with Beirut 
Press. 8 P. T. 

" Sermon on Mount." 8 pp. Portionette, free. 
" lVlind and Emotiofll." An important lecture by Rev. Ibrahim 

Sa'eed to Alliance of Honour. i- P.T. 
N.M.P. Calendar. Arabic date pad and Copping picture. 3 P.T. 
" War upon Poisonous Drugs." Courageous book by Rev. Yassa 

Mansour, of Tahat (U.E.). i P.T. 
"Are we Doers? " A sequel to "Are we Believers? " 4 for 

I P.T. 
"Temperance Dialogue" (Ladies' Society). Published for 

W.C.T. U., Assiut. i P.T. 
" Fact of Sin." Portionette, free. 
Bi-lingual Portionette, Luke Is-Arabic and English in parallel 

columns; 
" Sacrifice." Portionette. 
" Jesus, the Only Son." The fifth of the S. A. Morrison series, 

Messages of To-day for the Men of To-morrow. i- P.T. 
" The Miracle Book." Address by Dr. Graham Scoggie, trans­

lated by Mr. Gabriel, of the Alliance Mission, Jerusalem. 
4 for I P.T. 

" Flower of the Forest." Companion to " Lily of the Desert." 
Story of youth struggling with impurity and only finding help 
in Christ. First edition sold out at t P. T. 

"Harmony of Life of Christ." 87 pp., 16 mo., in words of 
Scripture. Only t P. T. 

" Glory of Cross." Dr. Zwemer's new bQok, beautifully printed. 
6 P.T. 

"Alcohol in Experience." For v.,T.C.T.U. I P.T. 
"St. Luke, with notes for Moslems." A commentary on thiS 

Gospel written by Rev. Prof. 1. Sa'eed, and being produced 
with aid of the R.T.S., who also donated four coloured 
Copping pictures. (R. T. S. also kindly financed" St. Mark" 
exactly a year ago). 

French. "Story of David "-Companion to " Story of Joseph" 
-in the actual words of Scripture. 

English. "English Story Parables." A new English series of 
some of the late Mis.s Trotter's. famolUs, Arabic Parables, with 
Miss E. A. Wood's original Oriental illustrations. i P.T. 

" The Bedouin and Camel." "The Letter that came from a 
•• Lost Ones in Sahara." Far Country." 
"The Nightingale." " The Stream and the Source." 
"The River that Rose." " The Robe of Er-Rashid." 
" The Weaving of Said." " Naseefa, the Slave Girl.'· 
" Debt of Ali Ben Omar." 

Also bound together as a memorial volume. 

Persian. The publications are elsewhere referred to. 
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Our Agencies are yet in their early days, but most of them 
appear to be making favourable progress. It is a disappointment 
that the agency in Damascus is for the present closed, nor can 
we see any likelihood of our agent being allowed to take up this 
work there in the future. The city needs much prayer at this 
time, for in one way or another the missionary enterprise among 
the Moslems there seems to have reached vanishing point. God 
may be leading by a \vay we know not, but let us at all costs be 
led by Him. 

A joint bookroom has been opened in Bombay, and Rev. J. 
Lane Smith seems to be doing fairly well, but we have only brief 
reports at long intervals, and this venture is yet in its early 
stages. 

General agencies have been initiated in the Argentine, where 
prospects are brigh1::; also in Baghdad fOir the Central Inlq 
Agency. Here also prospects are very fair, and we learn also of 
encouraging spiritual work there among some young men. May 
the books be a blessing to these men, and may these men make 
the books a blessing to others. The work in this part is rather 
crippled for lack of funds. 

Two new local agencies have been opened, and in both we see 
good prospects; one of them is at Aden and the other at Santiago 
del Estero (S.A.). 

OUR DISTRIBUTION. 

We are agents for the Scripture Gift lVlission, and this year 
have been able to see a good many Scriptures pass through our 
hands; the figure exceeds six thousand Gospels and portions. 

In Egypt the distribution has not been up to our expectations. 
The book depot would have been more comfortable with more 
customers. W e may well rejoice that there have been sufficient 
mail orders to keep Amin Eff. busy, and we have had one or two 
quite good months, which have partly compensated for the few 
callers in other months. On the other hand, the colporteurs sold 
over two thousand more copies this year than last. It is, however, 
only fair to state that the value of the books sold is about a 
hundred pounds less than last year. 

Mr. Theobald sends an encouraging report of the work in 
Algeria. 

Sales. 
Nile· Mission Press Arabic Books and Booklets 
Algiers Mission Band-

Books and Booklets 
French Books and Booklets 
New Texts and other Scriptures 
Arabic New Texts and other Scriptures 
Arabic Bibles 
French Bibles 
Hebrew Bibles 
Spanish Scriptures and Booklets 
Arabic Tracts 

" " 

8g8 
81g 

65 
6g 
13 
12 

3 
12 

34 
26 

3,930 
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Free Distribution. 

Nile Mission Press-Arabic Leaflets 3,710 
Scripture Gift Mission-Arabic and French 

Portions and Gospels 1,687 

5,397 

Salvador's N.l'II.P. books are included 111 the total (540 
books). 

You will notice that the sales of N.M.P. literature have led 
on to a real demand for Bibles. Salvador has sold 28 Bibles­
and most of them recently-as a result of systematic colportage 
over one given area. We rejoice in the number of Bibles sold and 
other evangelistic literature, even if our books seem (in some 
countries) to hang fire for a time. 

" Failure? while tide floods rise and boil 
Bound cape and isle. in port and cave. 
Resistless. star-led from above 
What though our tiny wave recoil? " 

Appropriate words, and, strangely enough, written of a propa­
gandist magazine. 

Mention must be made of a little conference held with some 
of the American Missionaries engaged in Evangelistic work in 
the Delta. The immediate result of this conference was that the 
Partnership scheme was enthusiastically taken up. The ultimate 
results we must leave with God, but we may be soon seeing some­
thing of them. 

While some of the books have been difficult to sell, we may 
be encouraged by one or two cheering statistics. 

A year's sales of Hymns and Choruses 
amounted to 

Six months' sales of "Bible Problems" 
amounted to 

Six months' sales of "Flower of the 

5,000 copies. 

" 
Forest" amounted to 5,000 " 

One colporteur says that he can sell a hundred copies a month of 
this book. The same colporteur says he can sell fifty copies a 
month of " Harmony of Life of Christ," of which the year's sales 
amount to 3.347. 

Kings shall see and arise, princes shall worship because of 
the Lord that is faithful. 

The duty, privilege and glory of kings and princes is that 
they rule. The duty of man is to obey. The habit of ruling, or 
even seeming to rule, conflicts with the impulse to submit to God. 
The more independent man become the less inclined is he to 
embrace a religion which insists on obedience and subjection to 
an exterior power. The Moslem, by training, environment and 
everything else, is taught to believe himself independent and self­
sufficient, be he pasha or bootblack, Azhari or uneducated fellah. 
Shall some of these haughty ones come to worship the Lord Jesus 
against their prejudices? Moslems have been buying books, not 
merely accepting them as gifts. Every now and then the col­
porteur's report give indications that some of these Moslems are 
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more than interesed. One colporteur reports that after a long 
talk a Moslem confessed his belief in the truth of Christianity, but 
his inability to proclaim his faith publicly for fear of Islam. 
Books have been bought by all kinds of Moslems. The writer 
has personally seen evangelistic tracts and Gospels sold to 
Sheikhs, effendies, students, schoolboys, peasants, camel dealers, 
cigarette-sellers, shopkeepers, officials of all kinds, etc. The 
question that arises in our minds is whether these books are read. 
It is no uncommon sight to sell a book and then pass on, and when 
returning after an hour, to find the customer deep in his newly­
acquired treasure. This usually applies to books and tracts which 
are given, if only the distribution is carefully made. Not only 
are the Moslems reading the Gospel but they are finding it profit­
able. The following incident was recently related. A certain 
lady walking the public gardens noticed a Moslem reading a 
book, and remarked to her companion, "I wonder if that is a 
Gospel." He overheard the remark, and said that he was not a 
Christian but that he derived great benefit from that book. •• If 
men and women make practical use of the \Vord of God they 
must soon be brought face to face with Jesus Christ their only 
Saviour. " 

Another instance of the power of the printed page is con­
tained in a letter from a fellow missionary (of E.G.M.), who 
writes as follows :-

" There is a Sheikh I would like to ask your prayer for. 
must tell you the incident, which happened about a month ago. 
It is my custom always to carry a few tracts in my pocket, for 
there are always opportunities for distributing. Recently, while 
passing a hairdresser's shop in the town I felt I ought to go insIde 
and offer a tract to the Sheikh who was having his hair cut. I 
had seen him once before in one of our meetings but had no 
chance of speaking to him. So here was my opportunity of 
giving him a tract. I said to him he could read it whilst he was 
having his hair cut, so he took it and thanked me. The following 
day I met him again and he told me that he had read the tract 
and would like another one. That was on a Saturday. I was 
glad to be able to supply his request, and also told him of our 
service on the following day--giving him a warm invitation to 
attend, and sure enough he came. He has been coming regularly 
since, and I believe God is speaking to him at this time." 

But we have no need to allegorize this passage overmuch. 
During the past year one Moslem ruler has professed ChristIanity. 
Another, who is an ex-ruler, has been supplied with our books. 
The following extracts from 11r. Theobald's report of the work in 
Algeria gives another instance of the power of the printed page, 
even over some of those who exercise authoritv in these lands. 

II I have just returned from R--, and Sa'lvador Munioz has 
been much cheered hy the eager demand for the Nile Mission 
Press literature. He said that at the beginning he went very 
quietly, fearing open antipathy to Christian literature, and hardly 
daring to hope for sales, except with much persuasion from his 
side. This has almost completely changed, and to-day, instead of 
much persuasion on his side to induce sales, they come to him. 
Last week, without moving his stand, over thirty books and book­
lets were eagerly grasped. In this particular town, which was 
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well known to nearly all missionaries-whether Arabic, French 
and Hebrew workers-as a most diflicult and fanatical place, his 
sales have steadily increased. Last week, amongst his other sales 
were two Arabic Bibles. One of the purchasers had obtained from 
him on a previous visit an Arabic tract, and meeting Salvador in 
the street, he remarked that this booklet had created in him a 
desire for the Book of which the tract spoke. 

Another town had been for Salvador most difficult, and each 
time he went there the Kaid of the place did all in his power to 
hinder the work. Salvador was brought before the powers that 
be, but having all his papers in order, nothing could be done. He 
returned the second time to this particular town, and again the 
same opposition, but this time the opposer evidently accepted 
some literature. The third time the colporteur met him was on 
a rail journey, and on this occasion, to Salvador's great surprise, 
there was an evident softening in his attitude, and before leaving 
the Kaid said, " May God bless you in your work, and especially 
in the literature distribution; next you visit I will meet you, not 
with bitter controversy, but in love." It is quite clear that in 
answer to many prayers God has touched the man's heart through 
the printed page. 

"You have Bibles and knees-use them." The obvious 
advice contained in this sentence is realized by many, though 
practised by few. It has a further significance. We have Bibles, 
not only for our guidance, encouragement and sustenance, but 
for distribution amongst those who sit in darkness. We need to 
use our knees too if this distribution is to be effective. We need 
to pray that those who read may be led to pray for themselves and 
then to take the first and most important step of getting into 
personal contact with God. May we pray the readers of our 
books on to their knees as well as pray the books first into the 
hands and hearts of the people. We ought not to forget the 
large nominal Christian population in these countries-the sleep­
ing Church of Christ or the sleeping church in the home lands. 

"Weep, dear Lord, above Thy bride low lying; 
Thy tears shall wake her frozen limbs to life and health again." 

APPENDIX. 

"God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform. 

He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face" 

.T. R. M. 

My colleague, Mr. J. R. Menzies, has left to me to add a 
little information. 

Total number of publications to end of the year, 653; it will 
be noted that these are all true to type; all are loyal to Holy 
Scripture ;·all are evangelical; further, all are evangelistic-i.e., 
not " educational. " 
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We are so glad to have been able to keep up our staff of col­
porteurs during the past year, with the single exception of 
Algeria, where for a time Mr. Theobald has had one man only; 
betore the end of this new year we hope to have engaged a 
second man; one is on trial in the meantime. 

Colporteurs during the past year ;-

Egypt and Sudan 10 
Shubra temporary Bookshop 1 

Palestine and 'lrans-Jordan 4 
Algeria (for time only) ... 

16 

Circulation certainly dropped heavily immediately after the 
Jerusalem Conference; it is, however, only fair to our distributors 
to enquire what class of publication dropped so heavily. The 
answer is; free grants of portionettes-i.e., four-page extracts 
from Scripture. However, in any case, the whole situation 
greatly improved during October, November and December. 

Let us see how we compare ;-

1922 we distributed 

1923" " 
192 4 
1925 
1926 
192 7. 
t928 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

142,949 
162,508 
340,233 
357,056 
354,564 
484,541 
345,866 

Thus; though we circulated considerably less than in 1927, 
yet we did about as well as 1924, 1925 and 1926; as for 1922 and 
1923, we circulated more than twice as many. So, in spite of 
ominous clouds. the sun is still shining. Annus mirabilis (wonder­
ful year). 

A Wjo-rd about rny colle:agues and theilY wOIYk. 

Firstly, my chief assistant, Mr. ]. R. Menzies, passed his 
Arabic exams. successfully, and in September took his seat as a 
member of the Publication Committee, having now the status of 
Literary Assistant, which means that he is Assistant Superin­
tendent, but with special responsibility for literary work in 
Persian and Arabic, but also taking the place of Mr. Michell as 
editor of " EI-Bareed." 

Mr. ]. E. Kinnear, on his arrival from New Zealand in 
November, received a hearty welcome from us all, and has already 
made good progress in the study of Arabic. As this report goes 
to press, we are just inaugurating an entirely new department in 
French publications, of which more information later. Mr. 
Kinnear will be responsible for this department. 

Miss Mollison did yeoman service as office secretary until 
her long illness in the autumn, during which she suffered very 
severe pain. After leaving the hospital she has taken a pro­
longed course of massage, and we are glad to have her with us 
for mornings only until she goes to England in the Spring to take 
her furlough a year before the usual time. Miss Armitage, who 
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was Miss Trotter's secretary, has very kindly been loaned by the 
Algiers Mission Band to help us through the difIicult period, and 
we are more than grateful to have her with us. 

Miss Blaikie, of the Egypt General Mission, returned from 
her prolonged furlough-due to health reasons-in the early 
Spring, but was laid aside again, with many scores of o,ther 
workers, during the dengue epidemic. As she has now been 
moved by the KG.M. to Belbeis, she is not able to get in once a 
week to help with the Junior Department as she used to do. Here 
let us place on record how much we are indebted to that Society 
for their kind help. 

Mr. George Vlald was moved to Palestine last Spring to 
help us through the troubles there. He was so, clearly used of 
God that we have located him there, he meanwhile keeping his 
eyes open and waiting upon God for guidance as to further 
advance. 

My wife has worked as hard as anyone of us, and the 
furnishing and running of the workers' hostel has given her a 
good deal to do. In addition she has had various troubles with 
servants, but has come through. Her care of the well-being of 
the workers will tell in days to come. 

Yakub Eff. has put in a strenuous year's work, and has been 
able to keep up the output of printing to about the rate of the 
year before, i.e., £3,000. As I have cut down our own N.M.P. 
printing this year to £ 1,000, we are glad to have had as much as 
£2,000 printing from other Societies. In the difIicult days of last 
August and September, our friend Yakub cheerfully gave up a 
week of his summer holiday to help me through. 

Pastor Gabra, who is a minister of the American Mission 
Evangelical Church, has now been with us for nine years as trans­
lator and proof-reader for our religious books. He is now 
returning to his general pastoral work, owing to certain recon­
structions here not unconnected with, on the one hand, the coming 
of new European workers, and on the other, the shortness of 
funds for translatio,n work. 

Sheikh Iskander-our old friend who was with me at Shebin­
el-Kom, the capital of Menufiya, from about 1901, is still with me 
here as Literary Assistant; among other duties he is sub-editor of 
" EI-Bareed." 

Butros Eff. has been in charge of the colporteurs as usual, 
while Amin Eff. has worked hard and faithfully in the book dep6t. 
We are very pleased to welcome our new book-keeper, Yusef 
Mishriky Butros. 

Finally, brethren, rejoice in the Lord. "Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. " Truly this has been a "wonderful year" in more 
senses than one . 

.. He was better to me than all my hopes, 
He was better than all my fears; 

He made a bridge of my broken works, 
And a rainbow of my tears. 

The billows that guarded my sea-girt path 
But carried my Lord on their crest; 

When I dwell on the days of my wilderness march 
I can lean on His love for the rest." 

A. T. U. 
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JI Pt~J) btbtnd lbt ~CtntS. 
ANTICIPATION. 

B
OW vividly the word brings before one's mental vision 

the portrait of an eager young gentleman about to 
sample a famous brand of chocolate! But his 
eagerness was nothing compared to that of the 
writer when he received an invitation to stay at the 
Nile Mission Press. It was only the evening before 

that he had first sighted the land of Egypt, and together with the 
beloved founder of the N.M.P., had stepped onshore just as the 
full moon rose from behind the flat roofs of Alexandria. And 
now, on this very first day, across the tea-table at Fairhaven from 
Mr. Upson himself came this treasured invitation. It was then 
the end of October, and many days of new experiences passed by, 
till at Christmas time there was a regular invasion of Fairhaven 
by Mr. and Mrs. Upson, and then three mighty men, Mr. Wald, 
Mr. Kinnear, Mr. Menzies. This naturally caused the tide of 
anticipation to rise to flood level, as new friendships were made, 
news of the \york received at first hand, and great schemes formed 
for the proposed visit. 

INVITATION. 

Cairo was reached on the evening- of New Year's Day, and 
although nine days were to pass before the dream was actually 
realised, a preliminary call on the Nile Mission Press was made 
the next morning. '1 here was the familiar frontage, with the 
shady trees bordering the road-familiar from photos which have 
appeared in "BLESSED BE EGYPT" at different times. Then fol­
lowed a little tour of the premises under the guidance of Mr. 
Menzies-through the spacious offices, down to the printing 
works and the Bookshop, and finally up to the private flat on the 
second floor, pre~ided over by Mrs. Upson. There a bird's-eye 
view was obtainec\, which had the effect of whetting the appetite 
for a closer contact in the near future. 

REALISATION. 

At last came the ten days' visit so eagerly looked forward to. 
Sometimes, in the ordinary round of daily life; the fulfilment of 
our hopes and dreams brings disappointment, and fails to reach 
the level of our expectations. Was this so in the present 
instance? Such an idea is unthinkable, where the Nile Mission 
Press is concerned. Indeed the very opposite was the case. 
Realisation far exceeded anticipation. And as one experienced 
day by day the generous hospitality and kindness of Mr. and Mrs. 
Upson, and shared so closely in the life of the workers, both 
English and Egyptian, and tried to understand the problems of 
the moment and the difficulties being met and overcome, and 
shared their enthusiasm over the different jobs in hand, the 
thought came: "How many staunch supporters of the work in 
England would give anything to have this privilege. They must 
at any rate be treated to an unofficial bulletin, straight from the 
front line! " 
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PARTICIPATION. 

Perhaps some details of the normal daily life of the Press 
would be acceptable-a peep behind the scenes. The day usually 
began with a knock at the door and a soft morning greeting in his 
best Arabic from the assistant Literary Superintendent! At 
7-15 a.m. a short united prayer, led by Mr. Upson, and then to 
breakfast, in the middle of which Mr. Kinnear generally felt the 
cal1 of the School of Oriental Studies too strong for him, and left 
us. At 8.0 a.m the employees gathered in the printing- works for 
morning prayers under the direction of Yaqub Effendi. A hymn 
was sung unaccompanied and a praver offered. At 8-20 a.m. 
there was a smaller gathering round the table in the Superin­
tendent's Office, when each of the staff in turn contributed a 
" best thought" for the day, in Arabic or in Eng-lish, according 
to their familiarity with the language, and prayer was made for 
the work of the Press in all its great variety. Lunch at 12-30 

was always a cheerful meal, and was followed by a short time of 
intercession, which provided an opportunity for mentioning the 
more particular needs of the moment, whether financial or other­
wise. And so the dav would continue, full of activity of every 
kind, till the evening came, and after supper there would be family 
prayers in the drawing room, led in turn by the English staff. 
The hour of retiring was usually an early one, to match the early 
start on the morrow. 

In this brief outline the emphasis on prayer is obviously very 
marked, but so far from being- a forced or unnatural emphasis, 
it represents the impression which must remain with anv visitor to 
the Press, and reveals the hidden source of power bv which alone 
the work is maintained. "Them that honour Me. I wi1!honour, 
and they that despise Me shall he rightly esteemed" (I Sam. ii. 
30 ). 

CONCENTRATION. 

And what of the actual work? There is a constant sense that 
one is in a centre of activity, the results of which are bearing fruit 
in many a distant sphere of work, that here is a Power House 
supplying current over a very wide area. This increases as the 
biggest printing press is seen turning out a new book at the rate 
of sixteen pages every two seconds, or as one watches a big parcel 
being made up by Amin Effendi for distant Irag, or as Mr. 
Menzies and Quasis Gabra are observed deep in an investigation 
of a vital passage in the translation work. Or perhaps it is just 
the presence" here, there and everywhere" of the" Mudri " him~ 
self, creating an atmosphere of quiet and unostentatious energy 
like the soft and rhythmical hum of a great dynamo. Moreover, 
as one becomes more familiar with the geography of Cairo, it is 
clear that the N. M. P is in a very central and strategic position, 
which, owing to the shifting of the busiest quarter, is every year 
becoming more strategic still. 

CULMINATION. 

And now to record two or three outstanding memories that 
will remain for many a long year. There was that afternoon 
when the entire staff and employees came together at the end of 
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the day's work for the weekly Evangelistic Service, conducted by 
Quasis Gabra in Arabic, and lasting about half-an-hour. Here 
were over thirty men, some of them staunch Moslems, listening 
to a straight Gospel talk apparently with genuine interest, and 
certainly not under compulsion, for the service is entirely volun­
tary. I t made one thank God and take courage. 

Then again, there were those two visits to native markets 
outside Cairo for the purpose of selling literature. We made an 
early start in the fine A ustin car belonging to the Press, and had 
a long drive through the keen morning air, occasionallv giving 
away free literature when the enforced slowing dow;n of the car 
provided an opportunity. Then an hour or two in the vast and 
busy market crowds, before a quick run home to lunch. These 
visits were typical of many others, and on the two occasions the 
reception given us varied considerably. The first time the people 
seemed completely friendly: at the second market visited the 
atmosphere was verv different. \~le saw the Word of God treated 
as a huge joke, and were followed hy a group of young- Effendies, 
who made themselves really helpful bv warning the fellaheen not 
to have anything to do with us. Yet, on this occasion, we sold 
more than on the previous one! 

And finallv, there was that evenini:; when three of us sat 
enthralled, while Sheikh Iskander told in detail the story of·how, 
by the Grace of God, he who was aforetime a typical young Azhar 
student, reared in the stronghold of Islam, was brought by the 
power of God's Word into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Menzies interpreted as we went along, and Mr. Kinnear and 
I sat spellbound. The story took nearly an hour. One day no 
doubt it will be written down, but not, at Sheikh Iskander's own 
request, during his lifetime. It is a very striking testimony to 
the transforming power of Holy Scripture. 

CONSOLIDATION. 

It is now just a month since the day of departure came, and 
we said good-bye. There has been plenty of opportunity for 
reflection, and a very strong impression remains that when all is 
said and done, no Christian agency at work among the Moslems 
of the Near East is exercising a more vital and far-reaching 
influence for God than the Nile Mission Press. And if this is 
really so, are we not driven to our knees in prayer that the work 
may go forward by leaps and bounds, and not with the painful 
and uneven limp of a cripple? If, moreover, it is not our job as 
fellow labourers to strengthen the weak hands and confirm the 
feeble knees, whose job is it? 1928 was a discouraging year in 
some ways, as the Annual Report shows. Shall we not pray that 
in 1929 there may be a big advance throughout the whole length 
of the front line Wherever the story of the Press is told at 
home, whether in drawing room or meeting hall, there is always 
interest and support. If so, then we must pray that someone 
may be found to help with and extend the deputation work. And 
are there not definite needs of the moment for which the staff in 
Cairo are praying daily. One knows only too weI! that this is 
so, but there is a reluctance to chronicle them here, and so earn 
the accusation of begging. A "ostcard of enquiry, however, to 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 51 

Cairo or Tunbridge \Vells is not a very great undertaking, and if 
the post cards became lengthened into letters they would have the 
added effect of decpening the communication trenches. 

R. E. A. L. 

+ 

Cb~ Sudan Wattlng. 
E are a favoured people, and should rejOice because 

we live in the habitable and pleasant parts of the 
earth. Far different the lot of those denizens of the 
desert, inhabiting a land where nature has been 
frug-al of her bounty, where the sun blazes down on 
sand and rock with a fierce heat, where shade is 

scanty and water even more so, and where the word for water 
ever hangs on the lips. Yet this is their native environment, the 
life to which the years have accustomed them; verily a land of 
promise to them only; they covet nothing better, for they know 
of nothing better. 

Altholil;-h this mav be true of certain parts of the Anglo­
Egyptian Sudan, it is bv no means tvpical of the whole. It is to 
the more habitable parts the missionary goes if he be prepared to 
make sacrifices and face hardships for the Kingdom of Heaven's 
sake. 

Where the agricultural and oastoral industrv is the main one 
throughout the whole land, it is but natural to find that the more 
thickly populated areas are those where the country is well 
watered by the Nile and it~ tributaries, or where there is an ample 
rainfall. 

The total population, which in the time of the Mahdi and 
Khalifa was reduced through war, famine and disease bv 7S per 
cent., from 10 million to 2l million, has now risen to almost 8 mil­
lion, and is rapidly on the increase. 

The 12th parallel of N. latitude approximately divides the 
country into two equal parts~a northern Moslem, and a southern 
Pagan half. On a population basis there are some 4 million 
pagans waiting for something thev cannot define, but which we 
can give them~the Bread and Water of Life~to feed their 
starving souls. 

Mohammedanism is invading this area, some half-a-million 
square miles, both from the north and from the Equatorial Lakes' 
district in the South 

The Sudan is a British Protectorate~" Sudan for the 
Sudanese," being our motto---and how better can we guard the 
future interests of the natives than by protecting them from this 
Islamic invasion? 

Missionary reinforcements are urg-ently needed. It will be 
an undying disgrace to the British people, if, by continued indiffer­
ence to a crying need, we allow the false prophet to become 
enthroned where Christ should reign. Surely it is high time that 
the forces of Christianity bestir themselves for the sake of the 
Banner of the Cross, which we dare not disgrace by allowing it 
to trail in the dust. 
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SUDAN. 

PROVINCES. CAPITALS. 

Bahr·el·Ghazal Wau 

Berber El Darner 

Blue Nile Wad Medani 

Darfur El Fasher 

Dongola Merowe 

Fung Singa 

HaIfa Haifa 

Kassala Kassala 

Khartoum Khartoum 

Kordofan ElObeid 

Mongalla Mongalla 

Nuba Mountains. Talodi 

(Note.-The Nuba Mt. Provo is now included in Kordofan) 

Red Sea 

Upper Nile. 

White Nile. 

Port Sudan 

Malakal 

El Dueim 
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On the walls of the Governor-General's Palace in Khartoum 
a brass plate, 3 feet by It feet, marks the spot where General 
Gordon sacrificed his life for God and Empire. It bears the 
inscription, made more eloquent by its simplicity--

CHARLES GEORGE GORDON 
DIED 26TH JANUARY. 1885 

"Tell ye the tale in Gath. 
Publish ye the tidings in the streets of Askelon, 
For here has the mighty fallen." 

Would that every jekel in the land had ears to hear the story 
of that noble life and death, and every stone had voice to utter it ; 
would the waters of the Nile could bear it through the land from 
end to end, and the wind breathe it far and wide. 

Gordon's statue in Khedival Avenue is a noble land mark, 
but the inspiration of his undaunted spirit is a bright and g-uiding 
star to those who follow on. 

Let the life of this great Christian soldier speak its message 
to our hearts. But incessant, high above all voices there comes 
to our ears the voice of Christ, Who has given to His people the 
highly privileged commission, \vhich we can disregard only to our 
cost-" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature: and, 10, I am with vou ah,'ay, even unto the end of the 
world." .. , 

We, who know something of the great need, can but make 
our appeal, and trust that many will not be found wanting who 
are ready to count the cost and say, "Here am I; 5end me." 

+ 

JI D~w Cornu's Im.,r~ssjons. 

,

N thes,e few linles, one is attempting tOi PUit dowl1l the impres.­
siOlns, that were received 0111. first ar'riving in: Cairo and 
taking Ulp work with the Nile Mission Priess. It might 
ha.ve be.en better for the purposes of thiSi article not to 
have known anything about the work and the staff and 
suchlike things, before cQiming Qin the scene. One's 

impressions would then have contained mor'e pleasant surprises 
than: they did. BUit inl spite of that I thought: I should like to let 
our interested reader's know how Qine found things, hQiw far 
realis,ation camel up to--OIr' 9U1r'pas.sed-anticipation. 

The fir'st thing that came home to. me, I think, was, the rather 
ancient appelarance Qif the bUlilding itself-I set things down 
Ulnglossed, jUist as I felt. Of cOlurse, as, far as I can see, it admir­
ably suits oUr' purpose at present: in the matter of size, but the 
dilemma of the situation at once appears when one: realises that 
the building hardly jusrtifies any expenditure of mQiney on it for 
renorvating, and yet we all fed that something ought to be done to 
improve the facade OIf the ground-floor, containing the Book 
Dep6t and the office of the Pr'inti'ng W Qir'ks. I think a bookshop 
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ought to h'ave a good fron.tage, and our windows at present are 
really only makeshifts cmlJstructed out of the original glass doors. 
These disadvantages are certainly counterbalanced by the fact 
that we have a very efficient man in charge of the depOt, Ameen 
Effendi, who is most energetic and trustworthy. These character­
istics are all too llD1COmmnnJ in this. part of the world, lUliortunatelv. 

The ntC'Xt thing 1 IIDticed was the remarkably valuable site \~'e 
occupy in the city. Just glancing at the map, I see we are prac­
tically in the heart of things; and Sharia al-Manakh is bccnming' 
mnre impoirtant eve,)' day. \·Ve sometimes look out from the back 
windows and allow ourselves to break the tenth commandment 
as we gaze at a pJot of vacani!: ground lying immediately between 
us and the next street. It wouJd be a valuable acquisition, but the 
price rather accentuates the absurdity of our hnpes. On the whole 
we have reason to be profoundly thankful to God that the present 

BOOJ{S 'rRAT ARE STAR'rINf: ON TREIIt .tOFRN"Y TO .PERt'J.-\. 

building was given us. It has man.y advantages, of which we 
are well aw·are. 

The wo-rk each mo<rning is beg' un with prayer. Down in 
the wo!rkshop the men from the printing and binding departments 
gather s.harp at eight u.'clock, when either the foreman, YacuJb 
Effendi, or on.e of the native staff from the office upstairs conduct5 
prayers fo<r about ten minutes. UpSitairs the staff assemble in the 
Dirt'Ctnr's office at twenty past eight for a short prayer meeting, 
t() ask guidance and blesSiing in the wo<rk o<f the day and also to 
remember others associated with us. Each Thursday evening 
there is also< a meeting fo<r prayer among the staff at 5-45 p.m., 
where special llJeeds are men.tioned. Another impo·rtallit occasion 
in the weekly order is an evangelistic meeting with tM whole staff 
and workmen, some of the latter being' lVfosJems. This is held 
illJ the anteroom upstairs, and the Gospel message is faithfully 
proclaimed by one of the Christian members of the staff or some 
outside friend, occas,ionally by interpretatioll. 'Ve long to see 
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some defiIllite results fr0111 this meeting, but we certainly canIliort 
hope toO accomplish much purely in our own strength and wisdom. 
There must be a work of the Spirit. Please remember this matter 
in prayer. It should be y.our burden as well as OIurs. 

And so the work gOies ou. The books go out often in large 
consignments, toO all qUiarters of the globe. ';Y e feel specially 
pleased when we see a batch of seventy-five parcels going tOi Persia, 
or fifty going to North Africa or California, as happened recently. 
We are kept going with plenty of fresh work. The perpetual 
click-click of the printing machines, may be a monotonous sound 
in your ears all day, but it would be a tragedy if it ceased. 

There is one thing that friends of the Nile Mission Press can 
be assured OIf, and that is that the utmost economy is. exercised 
on all Slides to avoid unnecessary expense. One sees. evidences 
of it all around. Mr. Upson reminds me very strongly of the 
Christian gentleman who was called upon by someone asking a 
donation. \Vhen his visitor entered he fOlund him reading by the 
ligh~ of two candles, oilie OIf which he quietly extinguished with 
the remark that they would OInly require one candle to talk by. 
The man was rather surprised when at the end of the interview 
he was handed a handsome donatioIII, and jokingly observed that 
he had not expect.ed him to' be so generous when he noticed him 
put O'ut one of the lights, which act he took as a sign 0.£ mean­
ness. "It is jUISt because I practice such economies with myself," 
replied the other, "that I am able to give to others." That, I 
find, is the spirit of the Press·. It certainly makes the distribution 
of suitable literature as: easy as posslible to thos,e whO' des,ire to do 
s.o, by giving the books at greatly reduced prices, and often 
making free grants where we can be sure that the literature will 
not be allowed to lie idle. IIII any case, "the big idea," as our 
American friends would put it, is to Ket the hooks out! And they 
are beiIllg gO't out. -

J. E. K. 
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The NILE MISSION PRESS 

The Executive Committee 
cordially invite you to the 

Annual Meetings 
TO BE HELD ON 

Thursday, May 23 rd, 1929, 
At 3 and 7, 

At THOMAS WHITE HALL, 

SION COLLEGE, 
Victoria Embankment, London, E.C. 

fifternoon 3 p.m.: PERCY K. ALLEN, Esq. 
(Chairman of the Executive Council), 

will preside. 

Evening 7 p.m. : LANTERN LECTURE ('Palestine). 

ALFRED M. BARKWORTH, Esq., 
will preside. 

ARTHUR T. UPSON, Field Director, 
will speak at both meetings. 

It is hoped that MR. R. E. A. LLOYD, who has 
recently visited Egypt and Palestine, will 
speak in the afternoon. 

Tea at 4-30. 6d. each. 

II 
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TH E NILE MISSION PRESS (Incorporated 1905). 

Receipts lind Payments Account for the Year ending 31st December, 1928. 

HE EJPTS . 

To Casb at Balik, 1st JlIlluary. HitS :-
OurrE'ut Accoull t 
Deposit Account 
Oash in Hand 

HO~11> RECEIl'i's : 
Hon , Treasurer 
!'>cotland 
U nited States of 1\ mer ica 
Canada 
Australia-Brisbane 

Kew 9"ut.b Wales 
~ew Zealand 

.. Oolportage-E:xypt, Palestine alld Donflt.ivlls 
fo r Spf'cilll Purpose's 

J; s. • 1. 

:l!I~ 0 II 
11 11 11 ;) 

21 18 ;\ 

2UUti 1 ~ 
162 1'1 

;;1 III a 
48 4 10 
10 U " 4 :l (; 

2;\ ~ 0 
- - -- -

" Sale of Ma~azines Ila 4 Ii 
Lit.erature 7 i) ::; :1 

" Interest on Deposit Accoullt 

£ s. d . 

62!i :l 

:lHflfl III ;l 

laR 12 8 

2 I Ii n 

PAYMENTS, 
Bv HO~I.: EXl'E~DI1'URE. £. S. d , 

,: Office Rent, RMes and Salaries 

" 

" 

" 
.. 

Printing I~nd St.ationery, inclu ding " Blessed 
be Eg-ypt .. ... 

Deputations. Advertising. Postages, lind 
Qffice Expenses 

Amounts paid to the Algiers Mis~ion Band 
Bank Cbarges ... 
EXPh:KOll'Ultl': 0); Ih;HALf' 0 1" CAIItO :-

Fire Insurance ... 24 I) 0 
Mis~iouaries Pllss,,~e ~louey , FreigMage 

alld Olltfit ~ 49 1/; ;; 

Literalnce 12 II 
Machinery !J ;\ II 

FIELD EXl'gIWITUllJ.:; -
Cllsl , trnusi"erred to C"iro 2042 10 '; 

Oil bchl\1 f of Algi ers 100 0 U 

J ems.\1 em 
AI/.!iel·~ ... 

CASH AT llAJoiK, illS'!' Dr-: 'EMBER. H12~ :-
Current Account 190 12 11 
Cash- ill h:md a I st Decem be l'. 192, :ltI 17 1\ 

We ha.ve (Ludited the ,~l", \'e Acconnt !~lId comp»rl!d it with th", Pass I3nok and Vouchers and certify tbe same to be COI'l'tlct. 
With regard to t he Fi eld ExpelHiitllw we bave see ll Htlllit"d lICCOllllts fronc Cairo. 

£ s, d . 
762 I:> 6 

2H 14 

275 6 10 
22 18 10 

2 17 5 

83)1:i Ii 

2 1·.12 I !) 7 
388 12 10 
100 0 0 

217 10 0 

£H.J, I 9 6 

Ar.F llED M. BARKWORTli. KellllUll 's Honse. J . DIX LEWIS, 02Ef:;AR &; CO .. 
Hon. Treasurer. Crowll Court. (;h""l'side, E.C. 2. 1st F .. hl'lllLl·Y. 1 !12!1. Chartered Accountm.ts . 
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Cbt DUt mission Prtss. 
DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED. 

t-. Rocelp~ 

~·1. If;1i5 
3. li396 
.. 17S399~ 
. , 17 
4. 17389 
, moo 
'5. 17401 .. 
.. 1;402 Scotland 
6. 17403 ., 
.. 17404 
., 1740fi . . 
I, 17406 Scotland 

17407 
17408 

:: 17409 
~. 17410 
.. 17411 

10. 17412 
17413 
17414 
J7415 
174W 
li4l7 
11418 ~"ot l llnd 
17419 
174-20 

l·i. ]74~ L 
l7~22 
1742H 

.. 17424 . . 

.. 17425 Callad" 
I:!. 17t26 
.. 17427 
.. 17428 
.. 17129 
.. 17430 

13. 17431 
17432 
17433 
17434 
17436 
17436 
17437 
17438 
1i439 
17440 
17441 
1744~ 

,4 17443 Scotland 
17HI 
17445 
li«fl 

.. 17447 
I". 17H8 
,. 1744U 
.. 17450 

17. 17451 
17452 

,. 17453 
17454 
IHfi5 

.. 174;6 
17457 
174&8 

" 174fi9 
U . 11460 
., 17461 

19. 17462 
.. 1140~ 

21. 1746~ .. 
,. 17465 Scotland 
.. 174A6 ~1 ... ci1L1 
22. 17467 .. 
27. 17488 I Special 

lU.!H . 
.. 17469 
.. 17470 

28. 17471 
.. 17472 
,. 17473 

.£ 8. a 
1 1 0 
:l 12 6 
795 

12 6 
315 4 

2 0 
2 3 

200 
I 0 0 

1 0 
, 6 
5 0 

10 0 
4 6 6 
Ion 
1 12 6 

5 6 
12 " 

3 I 0 
:; 0 
~ tI 

>I I~ 8 
10 0 

300 
100 

10 U 
2 (I 
8 0 
5 0 

10 0 0 
2 1 I 

10 0 
IllS 
1 0 0 

5 0 
;; 0 
2 6 

11 2 
10 0 
7 0 
2 4 

400 
]0 G 

I I 0 
3 11 0 
5 5 0 

:3 n 
2 6 
U 0 
4 9 
o 0 

1 1 0 
I 16 0 
I I 0 

., 0 
u 0 
2 tJ 
2 6 
2 6 
4. 0 
ii 0 

100 0 0 
500 
500 
1 1 0 

10 3 
5 0 
2 0 
fi ' 0 
1 I 

1 0 0 
300 

10 0 0 
40 l A 8 
~ 2 0 

2 0 
3 0 

4 10 0 
9 0 

Date. KeceJpt. 
I Me. No . 

Dec. 29. 17414 
.. " 17475 
" .. 11476 .. 
.. 31. 17477 Unnad" 

17478 
17479 
17480 
17481 
174112 Scotland 
17483 
174!W Scotlnnd 
17485 Special 
11486 .. 
17487 

" " 174811 
IUR9 
1H90 

U I'lIerfl,ll'w'pust.'f -

x. 5 . d. 
10 u 

I 2 0 
1 0 0 
4 6 0 

10 0 
10 0 

1 10 0 
1 10 0 
5 " 6 1 5 !J 
I 0 0 

10 0 0 
I~ 9l 
o 0 
o 0 
2 11 
o 0 

Amounts nlrend)' 
acknowledged 2~60 Oll! 

A" ahove 23~ fi ~! 

S/ltOillL' Pm'p08ts­
Amounts alread)' 

£2404 6 ~ 

lI.cknowledged 1065 16 5 
As above 53 19 

.e1l19 16 

lU~J. 
Jan. 1. 17491 

., 17492 

.. 17493 
.. " 17494 
.. ~ . 174~5 

.. 17496 
17497 

.. " 1749H 

., " 11499 
.. 17500 

17501 Scotland 
17502 

.. .. 17503 
~ . 17fi04 

li5Of> 
17fi06 
1,507 
1750d 
17509 
17510 

4. 1,511 
17512 
17513 
17514 

" " 17515 
17516 

" .. 17517 
5. 17518 

.. .. 17519 

.. .. 17520 
.. 17521 
" 11522 
7. 1752~ 

17024 
1752fi 
17026 

.. .. 17527 
17528 
17529 

.. .. 175HO 
8. 17531 
.. 17~32 

.. .. 17533 
9. 17634 

" " 17635 

2 0 
., 0 

5 0 0 
3 7 
5 6 

LU 0 
6 6 
2 0 

I 1\1 0 
3 3 0 

10 0 
4 U 

2 18 ~ 
12 U 

" 0 0 
~ 0 0 

~ (, 

8 6 
2 3 

3 15 n 
n 'I 0 
IOU 

fi 0 
5 a 
7 10 

10 0 
·1 tl 
'J 2 

2 0 0 
10 0 
o 0 
2 0 
2 8 
5 0 
3 6 

lR 3 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 
2 6 
ii 0 
6 6 

10 0 
7 0 
7 0 

lJate. Receipt 
1920. No. 
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.. ., 17537 
.. .. 1753/j 
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,. 14. 17563 
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.. .. 17[,69 
15. 17510 

17571 
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11573 
17574 
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17580 
17581 
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17fi85 
17586 
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17~91 
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17~9:1 
17.)94 
1759fi 
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17;97 Special 
17598 .. 
17599 
17600 
17601 

,. .. 17602 
18. 17603 
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.. " 17605 
.. 17606 
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.. .. 17610 
.. 17611 
~1. 17612 
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" " 17814 
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2 2 
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2 
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4 
o 

10 
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4 
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2 
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.) 
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'} .) 
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THE NILE MISSION PRESS.-Donations and Subscriptions-continued. 
Date. Ueulpfl 

1'929. No. 
loll. 21. 17616 

17617 
22. 17618 

" ., 17619 
.. 1762fJ 
.. 17621 

.. .. Ij6~2 

.. .. 17623 
" 23. 17624 

17625 
.. 17626 

17A27 
.. 24. 1762K 

17629 
.. .. IlOilO 

17631 .... m~~ 
176~4 
17A3fi 

.. .. 17636 
25. 176R1 
.. 17R3B 

17mm 
17640 H('o(,land 
17641 
17642 

.. 1764:\ 
26. 11644 

" 28. 1761" 
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17647 

2~. 17648 
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( .. 
17650 
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., 17H11.J 
" 17655 
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~1. 17M7 

17658 
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.. .. 17660 
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17664 

.. .. 17665 
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REMITTANCES.-Subscriptions and Donations lor the expanding work 
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Secretary, JOHN L. OI.lVEII, 22, Culverden Pari< Roed, Tunbridge Wells 
(Tele>:rams: "Nilpres, Tunbridge Wdls." Telephone 1541, Tunbridge 
Wells). Cheques (crossed "Barclays BMnk, Ltd.") ~nd Postal Orders 
should be made payable to The Nile Mission Press For Bequest 
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also be sent to John L. Oliver, who is always gl~d to send specimen 
copies to interested persons recommended to him by 511 bscribers. 
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fiymn. 

SometJimes a light "urprises 
The Christian while he sings: 

It is the LORD, \Vho riSies 

With healing in His wings. 

When comforts are declining 

He granrts the soul again 

A season of clear shining 

TO' cheer it, after rain. 

Though vine nor fig-tree either 

Their wonted fruit" should bear, 

Though all the fields, should wither, 

N or flocks nor herds be there; 

Yet GOD the same abiding, 

His praise shall tune my voice; 

FO'r, while inr Him confiding, 

I canrnot but rejoice! Amen. 

WILLIAM COWPER, 1779· 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXIX. JULY, 1929. No. 118. 

€dHorjal. 
" Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 

Lord of hosts. "-ZECH. iv. 6. 

" According to the word that I covenanted with you . ... 
so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not."-HAGGAI ii. 5. 

"Our gospel came not unto you in word only but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye 
know what manner of men we were among you for your sake." 

-I THESS. i. 5. 
We may encourage our own and each others hearts, by the 

remembrance that the Holy Spirit is "the Eternal Spirit," the 
same to us now as when the words of encouragement were sent 
to Zerubbabel and to Haggai. There is a building to be built of 
living stones on the one foundation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And it is given to us to build, as we take the words of the gospel 
to men one by one, in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance. It is a blessed ministry. 

In this number of " BLESSED BE EGYPT" our thoughts centre 
round the Colportage work. It is always going on, in Egypt 
and Palestine, and in Algeria, with occasional visits to the Sudan 
and the Sahara deserts, where many a willing reader is to be 
found. It is the desire of all of us that this shall be carried on 
persistently and thoroughly, and by many hands. Those of our 
workers who take part in it are ever finding out unreached places, 
and needy souls, and it is a joy to them to break new ground, and 
sow the seed of eternal life far and wide. God grant that we 
may one day, not far distant, find that the harvest has come. 

We would draw the attention of our readers to a book which 
has lately been published by S.P.C.K., "Temple Gairdner of 
Cairo," by Miss C. E. Padwick, price 7/6. It tells the life story 
of one who has been greatly loved in Egypt. He cared for the 
individual souls of the Egyptians, not merely in a crowd, but one 
by one, and we believe there are many in the Father's Home above 
who have been" pulled out of the fire" throu:gh Temple Gairdnc'r. 
Thisl book tells the story of his young days at home and at Oxford', 
and later in Egypt, and it shows the master passion of his life, 
wh!i:ch was, to yield it wholly to Chrislt his, Lord, and to do His 
will. He died while still in the strength of his manhood, anld left 
an abiding remembrance in Egypt of a Christian whom they all 
loved. 

We have printed some extracts from the letters of Mr. 
Norman Cameron, a missionary in the Nuba Mountains Province 
of the Sudan. They give so much interesting info'rmation that 
we shall all enjoy reading them. Mr. Cameron belongs to the 
United Sudan Mission, which has one of its bases in New 
Zealand, to which he himself belongs, but his name tells of'a 
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Scotch ancestry. This mission works in both the East and West 
Sudan. 

In our last number one of our writers pointed out how greatly 
the Nile Mission Press would be helped by the addition of an open 
piece of ground which adjoins their Printing works. Some of us 
have felt that God was keeping it for us. We have never put 

, forward the thought until no,,,, but if it has come into the minds 
of others who are on the spot, it may be we should make the 
suggestion that those of us who care for the Nile Mission Press 
should agree together, although apart, to pray that God will give 
it to us, in whatever way He may choose; and that it may be 
SO()llI. He may be saying to us now, "Yet for this will I be 
enquired of." 

+ 
Cbt Dllt mission pnss Jlnnual mtttlng. 

THE Annua,l Meetings of the Nile 
Mission Press were held at 
Sion Coollege, London, on 
Thursday, May 23rd. In the 

afternoon MR. PERCY K. ALLEN pre­
Slided, and the speakers were Mr. 
Arthur T. Upsoonl (Field Director), 
Miss MOillison, and Mr. R. E. A. 

L1ooyd. In the evening MR. ALFRED M. 
BARK WORTH prelsided, and a lecture oon 
"Bethlehem too Bethany" was given by 
Mr. UpSOUl. The attendance on both occa­
s,ions was, encouragingly large. 

After s,inginlg and prayer, MR. PERCY K. 
ALLEN, who' is Chairman of the Executive 
Couillcil, opened th'e afternoon proceedings as 
fOlll0'ws, ':-

It is a gr'eat pleasure to meet again fool' oour 
Annual :'I Ieeting. The fir's1 thing I would say is', 

h0'w very SblffY wei are that' Miss Vanl Sommer is unable too be 
with us. She has, retur'ned fr'om Egypt, but took a chill cooming 
Olver, and it waS! judged unrwis,e f0'r her t'o ventur'e OIut. We think 
of her, the founder', under God, of this Nile Mission Press, with 
gr'eat affectioifil. \Ve also misS! Miss, Blackwood, whO' hasl had 
the misfOirtune t'o br'eak her' tbligh, and I fear it will be some time 
hefore she is about again. 

The year 1928 was, not an easy one for the distribution of 
Iiter'at'ure. Mbst of yOlUI will r'emember' from what yO'll have s,een 
in your newspaper that: the political state of affairs was' difficuJt, 
and the misunderstandings that arose about the Conference at 
Jeru.s,alem and the outcome of it' all t'ended tOo embarrass the work 
Ollie of OlUr cOllporteurs and a man with him were very roughly 
handled in Trans,-Jo,r'dania, anld there were s,everal of OIUr' book­
shops which thery tried to dOise altogether'. 

We cannot therefore r'eport tb, you tOl-day that we have 
iner'eased the numberr of booklets, and tracts distributed. The 
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figure in 1928 was 345,866; the year befO're it was, 484,541, but, 
cO'nsidering all things" we feel that there is great causle' fO'r thanks­
giving. There never was a time when there was· such readiness 
tOi receive and read the printed page, O'r when Moslems all O'ver 
the MOoslem WOorld wer'e SOl eager' tOo pO'ssess, themselves of Chris­
tian literature and tOi study it. The unresrt ill! Islam to~day is 
undOlubtedly largely due to the fact that the MO'slems have taken 
tOi reading, and as, they r'ead they realise that they themselves 
and Islam are behind the times and want tOi be brought up to' 
date. The EI-Azhar' University in: Cairo, the stronghold O'f Islam, 
has purchased a thOlusand copies of the Bible in Arabic and a 
thOlusand cO'pies O'f the N e'W Testament. They have dO'ne it tOo 
ca.mpare the Christian Scriptur'esl with the KOiran, but ha.w it 
ma:kes a.ur hearts, rejO'ice that the s,wO'rd O'f the Spirit has gone 
into the very heart of Islam! 

There has. been a sEght faIling off in receipt's,. Ha.me receipts 
are £2>396; in the previOlus, year they wer'e £2,578. FOir cOilpor­
tage this. year the figure is £ [,078, last year it was £1,899' This 
latter is largely accounted fa.r, however, because we have been 
receiving gifts from thel Milton Stewart Fund of America, and 
that fund has. noW' cnme to' ani end. There iSI great need for other 
gifts if we ar'e tOo keep up this. wOlrk O'f COolportage. We ask yO'lll 
to pray that God will send us the money, especially fO'r Palestine, 
in or'der that there may be no dilminutiOin in the scattering of GOod's 
Word in the shape O'f the printed page. 

During the year we have added to' our staff. Mr. Kinnear 
has come tOi USI fr'O'm New Zealand, and we are very glad tOo repO'rt 
that already he is shaping well in the work, and his. distinct 
linguistic giftS! are' shOowing thems.elves. He will now becomel orne 
of our r'egular workers OIn t'he staff. We are exceedingly grateful 
to the Algiers, MissiO'n Banld fO'r allowing us to' have Miss, Armitage 
fO'r s,ix months during ~Iiss, MO'llinson's. absence. We are hO'ping 
when Miss MoUison goesl back tOo send out this autumn another 
wO'rker, Mis,s, Baker, as, as·s.ist'ant secretary. She comes. from 
the congregatiOon O'f the Rev. Milton Thompsonl, and is an earnest 
Christian wO'rker. 

We miss: from O'ur gathering several whOo have been from the 
beginning helpers of the work of the Nile Missiion Press. God is 
calling many of His 100ved on,es HOlme. Mr. Albert Head, the Rev. 
Charles Inwood, and Miss Lilias, Trotter were all taken from us 
dUiring the year 1928. As, the Lord gathersl His own tOi Himself 
we trust that others may fill the gaps!. 

Some of yO'u know already that God is opening doors in 
Algeria, and we would like to ask again for' prayer fo,r that' work, 
especially that we may be guided in the matter of colportage in 
that land, and alSiOI as to the sending of a motor-car, which is 
being givC'n us" right: downl into the southern Oases. God 
has opened these Oas'eis, and there are people there who. can already 
read the literat'ufe' we print anrd cir'culate. We want them to 
receive it aSI a mes.slage fmm GOld, and they will if it is, borne 
onward ill! a relal spirit of prayer. 

MR. REX LLOYD: I pondered in my room at OxfOlr'd what I 
c[luld say tOi this gathering. The invitation card gives as the 
subject, "Fr'om Peru to· the Philippines." I discovered that I 
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knew abslO'lutely nQthing aooUit Peru, and still less about the 
Philippines, ! I also know next to' nothing about the wO'rk O'f the 
Nile Mission Press, ill! 1928. But perhapSi I may be really up to 
date and talk about the wO'rk O'f the Press, in 1929. I was, ourt: in 
Egypt fOir a time with Mis,s Van Sommer, my aunt, and was 
able to' see a good deal, thanks, tOi Me and Mrs,. Upson and other 
member'S' OIf the staff, all of wham were most kind. I have been 
\\ onderill'g what would appeal tOi yO'u most. Most people here 
follO'w the news, SOl c1O'sely that they are brought well )ntOi touch 
with what is go'ing on,. BUit I want first Qf all to' give you an 
impre;.sioUi of the Nile Mission Press in actiom 

I think of a beautiful winter's morning in Cairo. The date 
was actually January 21st, 1929. There was, nlO' snow about, 
nor frOlst, but it was, pretty cOlld, and only warmed up about 
eleven or twelve O'clOiCk. Then, in the middle oJ the day, it 
was like a beau:tiful summer's, day in: En:gland. I think Qf a certain 
street in CairO' at nine o'clock that morning-a very bns,y street. 
Y un wO'U'ld hardly knO'w it was. an Eastern street, with its must 
beautifUlI cars. O'f all kinds,; it appeared thoroughly westernized. 
That is the street where the Nile Miss,iO'n Press lives:, and 
the activity O'f all thO's,e cars waS! nothing as compar'ed with 
the activity that prevailed in front O'f the N. M. P. buildings. Here 
there stood a waiting car, and everybody seemed to' be very busy. 
People were bringing stacks of books, and leaflets, and tracts 
and pilin:g them in!tO' the ca,r. The chaUiffeur, who· was; alsO' the 
Assistant Literary Superintendent, came along, and Qthers toO', 
including Sheikh Iskander in his, tarboosh, looking very impor'­
tant, and Mr'. StevensOIn, of the Bible Society, which lives, next 
door to' the Nile MissiO'n Press,; also a boy, one of the lads, from 
the prin:t:ing shorp, whos,e job it was, to, look after' the car when 
we were not in, it. 

It was Slimply a morning visit to one of the huge markets 
outside Cairo. We wen:t OIff through the streetsl of the city and 
OIut intO' the open! country, the Delta land, where the fellaheen 
were hard at: work; everywhere OIne noticed the little canals, 
which convey the water from the Nile to' the fields. Sometimes 
we got an opportun,ity of distributin!g free literature. This, is 
work which needs. discrimination. What YOUi scatter is generally 
a portionl of the WOIrd of GOld, and if you scatter it without being 
very carefuJ thes,e people will pick it up and say, "So that is 
the way these Christians treat their Bible; they cannot think 
much! OIf it." SOl we have to hand the copies carefully to' someone 
as! the: car slows downl. There seemed to' be a tremendous des,ire 
for literature. 

At last we reached the market, an enor'mO'llS place, about 
fifteen miles O'ut of Cairo. We took in supplies, of books, and 
bO'oklets, and thOise whO' could talk Arabic started selling. We 
were there about twO' hours, mo,ving about; the whole place 
Ci'O'wded with people, manlY of them sitting on the: ground selling 
their fruit and vegetables>, 01[' engaged in bargaining O'ver camels 
and donkeysl. We went about in pairs, mOlving slOlwly alOing. 
YOUI would be surprised how very low the pr'ice of literature is. 
These country people, the fellaheen, think in what tOl us are far­
things. A s,hilling is, a large sum to them. So the Nile MissiOin 
Press has tOi produc.e the literature at a very low rate. 
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On this, particular day we met with trouble. Things did 
nOit gO' very well after abOlUi1:: the first hour O'r' so.. There was· a 
crowd 0'£ yQlung Egyptian Effendis wandering about at a loosle 
end. Soo.n they got hold 0'£ o.ne of our tracts· and started laugh­
ing over it., following us' round, pestering us and arguing with 
us" or at least with those who spoke Arabic; in fact, fOir some 
time Mr'. Meneies had a circle of theSie people around him. They 
were not fanatical J\Ioslems, viO'lently in oPPOIsitionl; they were 
just stupid young men, with ver'y little to dOl except to make a 
nuisance of themselves,. They wenrt sO' far as to warn people Q1ff 
US" and the result was in some cases' that people demanded their 
money back; burt: in spite of this we found that we had SOlid more 
bookS! than OUI a previous day in: another market where things had 
gone quite smoothly. 

Nnw, what has this to' dO' with us this afternoon? The chief 
point about it is that it shows. the very great possibilities O'f such 
wO'rk, though, 0'£ CQlUlrSe, it is, O'nly on rare occas,ions that the 
worker's can be set free. The chauffeur, as I have said, waSi also. 
the Assistant Literary Superintendent, and. thnugh he was per­
haps, the chief seller, he had much to' dOl in the O'ffice, and couJd 
no~ get away, and SOl it was. with Q1thers. It' dnes seem as thQlugh 
thisl side might be considerably developed if O'nly there were extra 
workers to look after it, and in a general way tOi Sluperintend the 
cOIl portage work. I dO' feel that there is a tremendous opportunity 
alO'ng this. line. 

vVe have heard already about the extent tOi which the M05lems 
are reading. They are reading, some 0'£ them, the best 0'£ western 
literature, many O'f them the wO'rst, and the opportunities, are 
unique for getting in with the Gospel. "Behold, I have set befOire 
thee an Q1pen doo.r, and n01 man can shut it: fOir thou has. a little 
strength, and hast kept My wQlrd, and hast no.t denied My Name" 
(Rev. iii. 8). One thing impressed mel very much. After having 
beenl in Egypt some weeks, I began to' wonder why there were 
so· few con:versions. A thQlUlght which helped me was that: the 
primary jOib Q1f the missionary is not the' cO'llIVersion of the wQlrld 
but the ecvangelisatiOin 0'£ the wnrld. We often co·nfuse those two 
things'. Our Lord's last commission to uS! was" "Go' ye in.to all 
the worId and preach the Gospel." To. ecvangelise is! to go and 
tell-to see that everybody gets the chance. Thank GO'd, the 
convers.iO'ns do come, but I feel that: it is a help tOl r'emember that 
ou[" primary jOlb is tO'tel1. That is where the. Nile Mission Press 
comes in. It may n01t be generally realis:ed that open~air services 
are. illegal in Egypt; if, therefore., people cannot be reached in 
this. way, they must be reached through literature. 

Later I was able to cvisit the Jerusalem bookshop. In the 
Holy Land we find the Nile Mission Press marking time. YQlU! 
have heard how difficult it has. beent. Mohammedanism inl the 
Holy Land is" 0111 the whOlle, far mOIre fanatical than in Egypt'. 
I talked OIne day tOl a British po.Jitceman in Nablus, and he tOild 
me a great many inter'estillig things.. Nablus is one o.f the mOls\t 
falliatical placesl in the whole coun:try. He said'" that if a man 
came in, nOlt knowing, to' Nahlusl, and gave away a tract: in the 
street, there would be a riot at once, and he would hacve tal be 
hurried away by thel police. That is! much' wors,e thalli anything 
in Egypt." I feel that here there is special need for' prayer. We 
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must knock, that the door may be opened to us. We must rely 
on that wonderful verse, "Be still then, and know that I am 
God. " If we go quietly forward, relying on Him, and realise 
that the power is from Him, then the whole situation in Palestine 
may be changed. 

What is the Nile Mis,sion Press,? That is what people say 
to me. I have been wondering what we can do, to make it better 
known: at hOime. When abroad, I realised as never befOore the 
extraOordinary advantage that a small Mission possesses.. The 
Nile Mission Press is a ~xt of family MissiOon, where everybody 
is keen Olll the joob. It is not over-organised. BUit we do want 
it better known. I should like too mention that little pamphlet, 
"The Nile Mission Press: its aim, its achievement, and its 
appeal." It is splendidly written. \Ve might well lay in a little 
store of copies and give them here and there. Again, I have 
everywhere heard glOlwing appreciation of " Blessed be Egypt." 
My auDIt has carried it on for thirty years. Many people agree 
it is the pick of mis,sioonary periodicals, in view of the high stan­
dard OIf the articles, and even of the illustrations·, type and paper. 
Should not we each do our part too increas,e its circulatioon? 

The CHAIRMAN, in thanking Mr. LlOoyd, ment.iOoned the value of 
I' A Twice-bOirn Turk," an exceedingly intereMing life'-story. 

M'ISS MOLLISON: My wOlrk is, mainly s.ecretarial, bUit I have 
bee'll! aSiked to tell you something about the cOilportage work. I 
havel not had in the office many contacts, with our colporteurs­
a few of the newer ones come in: occasionally-but my best oppo.r­
tun:ity OIf getting in to>uch with them has. been at our Colpo.rteurs' 
COonfereIIICe, held in the Rarlstock Hall, ZeitooUn, at the head­
quarter's Oof the Egypt General Miss,ion:. Our colporteurs, are 
spread right down thel Nile Valley, so we gathered them tOigether 
OIn the last! day of April and the firs-to day 0'£ May last year, taking" 
advantage of reduced fares during a national holiday. The night 
before, OlUr colport.age clerk went down to> make preparations" 
and we folIo'wed by car early next mor'ning. \N e were dOown in 
time tt) have a cup Oof coffee and a piece 0'£ native: bread with the 
colporteurS!. Those who, had been there QlVernight had started 
with an early morning prayer meeting. It was: very nice to. meet 
them all. A great deal 0'£ Arabic was, talked, not all 0'£ which I 
understood. I think Mr. vVald was. the speaker at the first meet­
ing, and he gave a very helpfuJ mes.sage to the men, his subject 
being " A Colporteur's Contact with God." He emphasised the 
need of perSIOnal communion with God in the MOorning Watch, 
and 0'£ prayer beforehand over their work of distributing the 
tracts,. Then we had a break for quiet, during which the men 
gathered in groups, fo>r a little time of prayer in the open air, just 
as they were, OIften ble-aking into an Arabic hymn o>r chorus>. 
Later Mr. Menzies gave a talk, speaking on the necess,ity of keep­
ing in touch with the Lord personally, if the wo>rk was- to be effec­
tive. That also had been Mr. \Vald's theme, though n.either knew 
the linles on which the other had been led, and the double mes.sage 
seemed to have a special fOorce. Then we met for IU!nch, which 
waS! a very cheerful meal, with much friendly chipping. The food 
waS' the simple native food, but quite palatable. After lunch Mr. 
Upson suggested one text after another, and each tried tOo s-ee 
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who' could be the first one to find the text in his Arabic Bible. The 
one who was the first most times was Ibrahim Eff. Abd-el-Masih, 
a qUliet and humble m~lli; his name means. " Abraham, servant of 
Christ "-it is a witness in itself to go round among one's Moslem 
neighbours, with a name like that! There was another interesting 
bit when they tried to decide which were the most popular books,. 
There were very varying ideas on the subject, but many books 
were given as really good sellers, and as, having- bee'll! used of 
God to Mosilems and orther's. I suppose that in this, country after 
we have read a book which has been really helpful we seldom think 
of g-etting- in touch with the author or publisher, so perhaps, it is 
not surprising- that we do not often hear of results with the books 
out there. So it was g-ood to hear these incidents,. God is work­
ing, and we are encourag-ed to keep on sowing the seed, and 
praying-. 

Well, in the afternoon we all had a little rest, and in the even­
ing as it wasl cooling, and while the supner was being- p,repared, 
we went O'ut into the desert and g-ath~'reri' round ill' a little circle. 
Then Mr. Wald tolc! us' something- of his exneriences in Trans­
Tordania. The me'll! in Egypt h8c! not had anvthing- sa snectacular 
try suffer 8S their coli eag-ue s' in Palestine and Tr8ns-To,rdan,ia, but 
thev had had someth'ing- to suffer nevertheless. It is not always' 
easy work. Thev have to show natience ~nd 10'Ve and tactiulness 
in rlf"alinlg- with ooposition, for it is eas,ier for a Moslem to. receive 
a Christian oook from a EUrOOe8ll' than from one of his Ql\vn 
countrvmf"n. He knlOws, that it ;<; the Eumoe:1n's' relig-ion, and 
he may take it politelv, but to receive it fmm a fellow-cnuntrvman 
who has become an " infidel" Christian is a little more difficult. 
;'Ind so it is harder for the native coloorteur. After the finish of 
the talk, the me'll! g-ave little bits of historY that never come out 
in their renorts. It i8' 8stonishing- how meag-re the reoorts are. 
It is difficult to. vet the interesting- heart-to-heart bits that we all 
want to hear. Yet in this £;atheriup' thev to·ld s'Ome interesting­
st0'ries bv tHe way, and it was a real insDiration, to me at least, 
to be there and to !ret illi touch with the men themselves. I think 
of Ollie of them, Bulo8' Malati. of whom most of YOU have heard 
as, the man who has the Svdan on his heart. When he stood up 
to nray his face i11st s,hQlne'. H~' wo're a lon~ black cO'tton rQlbe, 
sticking- to' the O'ld-fashioned style that was, enforcPd unon Cbris­
tians at one time to' show their difference frO'm "faithful" Mos­
lems,. He is a wonderful man for wnrk, and reallv keen to get 
SOl'.]S saved and book"l distributed. One of the men tOild me how 
'''ld he was because his eldest girl was so iJl and g-O'ing- to' die. 
He did not seem to' think a.bout pravjn~ fnr her restoratiOin if it 
"hould he God'" wilt, but 'lcceTYted it witho,ut Q11estion :1S inevitably 
His will that she die. Ther~' is a. Int O'f th~t feelin<7 in: the F.ast, 
~nd T felt impelled to' remind him that the Lord is still the Great 
Phvsician. SO'me O'f us' did remember that child in Draver, and she 
g-ot quite well again. We are so apt to' IrO Q1n eloing- the i og--t rot. 
a" if evervthing- nenended O'lli our wnrk. and litt1~, thinvs: like that 
n~mind us· th'lt God does all:swer p,raver, and He honours even 
(mr little faith abundantlv. encovrag-in£" us to tr11<;t Him mOire. 
This is 'I. verY incO'mplete sketch of onf' day of the Conferem::e, but 
if it helps YOU to pray mon~ personally and intellig-entlv for our 
men it will not be in vain. They do need ynur prayers,. -
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The CHAIRMAN said that the cO'lporteurs' did need their prayers, 
and if this scatterinR of the seed "'as to' go forward and be really 
blessed it would only be as these men were upheld. 

MR. A. T. UPSON (Director) gave the closing address. He 
said: I am SOl sO'rry there is no time to give you the full prepared 
address, as advertised, but I can tell you in a wO'rd O'r' twO' what 
has. been happening during the last two years at the Cairo head­
quarterS'. Our wO'rk is four-square, if you will not misunderstand 
that term, and O'n three of the sides there has been real prO'gress, 
O'n the fourth side a setback. 

I. Let us first deal with the setback. The circulation in 1928 
was less than in! rq27. But still it doubled rq25, and more than 
doubled IC)22; so if 1927 had not been so successful, you would 
nOit have heard O'f any setback in T92R. The setback is! due to 
newspaper attacks, to missionary nervousness, and to' lack of 
funds in all Missions. For one example, the American United 
Presbyterian Mission say that all their educational missionaries, 
must be retained because their work is institutional, and they 
themselves, experts, and all the medical missiO'naries must be 
retained because their wO'rk is institutiO'nal, and they experts; but 
eight evangelistic missionaries have been dispensed with from 
Egypt alone, and still mO're from Indi8, Sud;]n and Abvssinia. 
Thus missio'illaries" except the educational and medic81, are being 
withdrawn from the field. 

What is to be the outcome? 'i\Tell, the O'utcome must be this, 
that tve must send out a staff of men to' do our own distribution. 
We must send more men and women, 8nd vet more, for if th'e 
Missions cannot ht;lp liS, with distribution we must do it ourselves. 

II. Now for one side on which there has been gre8t 8dvance. 
A month agO' J opened a paper bag which C8me by registered 

letter post with a letter from Const8ntinople, and iill th8t packet 
were thirty-six tracts in Turkish, translated during the last few 
vears by people whose theO'logical pO'sition is not exactly ours, 
but everv one O'f the thirtv-six is a Nile Mission Press Arabic 
pamphle~ put into Turkish. . They have been dning it for twO' years, 
but th'e missionary was on furlough, 8nd when he came back 
he said, " I am sO' sorry vou have nut had the copies," and sent 
them. Thirty-six of nur newer publications into Turkish. Think 
of it. Some ha ve been translated into Bulgarianf--also ours again. 
Theill the American Presbvterian Mission iill N O'rth Pers,ia and 
Bishop Linrton's Mission in~ South Persia are translating some of 
our publications into. Persian, and we, with others, are printing 
fO'r them. IilI fact, I sent through the post between thirty and 
forty thousand Persian leaflets into. Persia . 

. Then, we have just started a translation department for 
French. Pastor Sail!ens, of Paris, has written aill introductiO'n 
fo.r Miss Trotter's book. A letter came vesterdav from the 
Algiers 1\fission Press hailing' with great delight the~ anticipatiO'n 
o.f mo.re French literature of this kind, saying, "There is great 
need for g-ood relig-iolls literature for young peo.ple that is nut 
wishy-washy." This department is, in charge of my nlC'w helper, 
J. E. Kinnear. 

III. There has been ano.ther great advance. Vlhen I was 
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here two years ago I told you of proposals for agencies. Well, 
we have about fifteen to' twenty agencieS! already. The farthest 
\Vest is in the heart: of South America, at SantiagO' del Estero, 
with another (Southern Baptists) at Buenos Aires, but the farthest 
East is the Philippine Islands. Weare trying to, negotiate one 
for Borneo, another for Peru, etc. We already have them at 
Aden, Tunis, and elsewhe're. 

But in two cases we have undertaken a share in an existing 
book depOt. In Bombay, for example, the Church Missionary 
Society haSi found the shopkeeper, the Ni,le Miss,ion Press has 
found half the rent. We do nOlt' believe inl resolutions, ifl' good 
intentions, but in actin!!:; we believe in the principle O'f " pUitting 
your hand in mine, and goinlg' s,hares.." Hence the arranlg'e'ment" 
in North Africa, with the Algiers Mis"ion Band. Mr. Theobald 
drives the car, I buy the benzinec--inl Algiers they call it 
" essence"! We are g'oinlg- to provide a new car. I am g-oing 
to' Algiers at the end of Tuly, intO' the heat, to discu"s the future 
frip. Th'en those men of A. M. B. will do the driving, and we will 
supply the books, from CairO'. No societies' resolution:s, no new 
O'rganisations, no pen, ink and paper about it. It is; a case 0'£ men 
and womenl, flesh and blood, you put £e:, in, I will put .f:.'i in, 
yoU' give the car, I give the man. you drive, I speak. That is 
co-oper'ation, and we ar'e always after it. 

Turn to Northern Syria.' It will not be many years before 
they have whiat I call the Five C's Railway-Capetown, Cairo, 
Constantinople, Calais, Charing Cross,. There is, still a little bit 
to be made in Tripoli and in Syria, as, well aSI the Channel Tunnel! 
We shall hope tp go, if possible, in the first tr'ain from Cairo to 
Aleppo. We have been having a share in a bookshop there. 
Aleppo is at thie cross, roads. Four of them meet at the post 
office there, and this joint book"hop is, oppos,ite the post office. 
Thev warned people n'Olt to come to us there, but in spite of the 
warninlP" the number of M'QiSIlems attending' the room and reading­
the books. was. doubled. Curiosity will do its work! 

IV. Another advance has been made in the matter of staff. 
You have sent us' out three splendid men. One of them, George 
Wald, was nearly knocked to pieces in Tr'ans-TO'rdania, he and 
the colporteurs. being at'tackecl with club" and stones. They 
accused Dr. Zwemer, the writer of one of our tracts, of being a 
lew named Israel! HiSi name is not I!'rael, nO'r is he a Jew. Of 
course not'! They said he was exoelled from Eg-ypt; he was not. 
Thev said his books were prohibited; they were nOit. The one 
which callised a little- trouble doubled or trebled its circulation 
immediat<elv afterwards. One colporteur alone took sixty of them. 

Mr. UpSion: at this' point exhibited an AIg-erian newspaper, 
and rapidlv indicated the tenor of an article. He continued: He 
(the writer) is not pitching- intO' ns, buJt intO' the sheikhs. "YO'u 
indO'lent. lazv folk," he savsJ. "The women are being- 10M to< vou. 
The orphans in the orphanages are beiuf!" 105t to you. The poor 
are being- lost to VO'l1. All you have goot left are the few rich people, 
a.nd vou are beg-in,filinl~ at: the wron,g- end." He, at the end, COOl­

ff'sse" that the immediate stimulus to his attack upon: his own 
"heikhs is that a ma:n named Zwemer has written a pamphlet, 
" Do yalll praY?" And he winds up bv addressing- Zwemer: 
"Now, Samuel, don't you know that: the Holy Book is so full of 
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wonderful rhetoric that all the wise men of all the world have 
bowed their knees before it? " !! So you see that the tone of 
such an article m'jght have been much worse. 

In closing, what has, been happening spiritually? want to 
give you two concrete instances. Here is a letter from which I 
will read extracts:-

" Dear Mr. Upson "-(it is written from Trans-Jordania)­
"I received three very nice books from you the other day. 
think it is, the spirit of Jesus who makes His friends think of each 
Q1ther. It isa great cOimfort fOir a boy living in solitude to find 
a kind personality like you to think of him. I read the books and 
foun:d them very interesting. I am beginning with 'The Divine 
Unity of Scripture' .. , I believe that the Word of God is grow­
ing by His grace in the JOirdan desert among the Bedouin. I 
started a meeting, chiefly for Moslems, on Saturday evenings. 
SOimetimes I take the Sunday services. , , , J take the oppor­
t~nit'y of wishinig you a very happy Easter. It iSi early, yet, but 
our Jesus is always a, risen Jesus." . 

The Mesopotamian YQluth who wrote that letter. was, two 
years ago, a Mohammedan, but he was brought to Christ through 
our books, and was baptised, so he is now a Christian. lSi not 
that a great letter? . Fancy him saying, two years ago,' " Our 
Moh'ammed, on whom be prayers and peace, is always a living 
and ascended Mo.hammed "! Could he ever have done it? Cer­
tainly nor!:, God said to 'Mohammed, according to the Koran, 
" Thou canst not call to life those who are in the grave." But 
Jesus said, "Those that are in the grave shall hear the voice of 
the Son o.f Man." (Because He rose again). Now this educated 
young man, two. years ago a Mohammedan, to-day a baptise:d 
Christian, says" "Our Jesus is always a, risen Jesus." Praise 
God! Do you and I know Him as " always a risen Lor:d "? 

Finally, to show you how difficult it is to get these little 
instances-they exist, but we cannot find them-let me tell you 
about a young man, an Egyptian, who came into the N.M.P. 
office. I handed him over to my splendid young colleague, John 
Menzies, saying, " I have not got a minute to spare." Presently 
Menzies came back. "It is much toO' important for me," he said, 
" he must tell YQlu." J said, "Tell him to write it down on that 
sheet of paper,· and cut it short." This was his story. He said, 
"You remember it very well, Mr. Upson, don't you, how" 
(mentioning a date in November, 1902!) " you put your hand on 
my shoulder and said, 'Brother, when were you born again? ' " 
I did not say, " Have you been born again? " because the answer 
might be, "Of COUJrse "). "Well," he went on, "I could not 
answer you, and for four years I had no answer, and I despised 
the blood of Jesus." (This man was a Church member, by the 
way). "On a July afternoon in 1906 I took my mid-day rest, 
and all at once I saw Jesus, and He said to me, ' My blood avails 
for thee.' And I Slaid, 'Thy blood has, saved me.' I simply had 
to say it. I was born again in July, 1906, as a result of your mes­
sage to' me in November, 1902, but for the last twenty-three years 
I have been undecided whether to come and tell you or not. At 
last I could not help it. I somehow had to come and say, ' I have 
been born again.' " , 

God's word says: '" Cast thy bread (i.e., seed-com) upon the 
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waters (i.e., the Nile at its over-flow), and thou shalt find it (i.e., 
the harvest) after many daiys." 

The meeting closed with prayer . 

• €uangdtsm and tbt USt of £Utratuft. 
(A Paper read at the Egypt Inter-Mission Conference, April, 1929.) 

Y dOl men write books? The wise man said that­
even in his day-" Of the making of many books 
there is no end." Why do men write? Some 
mOitives may be suggested :-(1) To amuse or to 
divert men's thoughts-very acceptable to those 
suffering from strained nerves in these tiring days 

s,ince the war. (2) To inform or instru:ct. (3) TOI educate, which 
is not the same thing as to instruct, but means to lead out, or to 
cause to think, or tOo aid in self-express.ion. (4) To edify or build 
up, morally or spiritually, or in some such way. (5) To inifluence, 
Oor to thrust out the reader upon a holy crusade. 

N one of these are bad-all are good in their proper place; but 
1 think it is clear tOi all of us that those who wish to publish light 
reading, for example, slhould do so upon a commercial bas,is. 
Similarly one does nOlt feel able to appeal to the Christian public 
fOor funds for producing books which inform Oor educate, fOor these 
should su.pport themselves. That brings us to the 4th and 5th 
class,es--books to edify and books tOi influence; and as these 
cannot pay their way, the demand being so small, we need help 
from abroad tOo meet at leaSit the Ooverhead charges. 

I. NOIw what is the objective of, e.g., the Nile Mission 
Press? (I refer to the N.M.P. as· being that with which 1 am 
most familiar myself). Here is, the statement just written by the 
fou.nder herself :~" My thought was to give ourselves chiefly to 
paper literature. To iSoSue large quantities of att'ractive papers 
cO'ntaining the Gospel, and circulate these everywhere ;imong the 
M05,lems. I did not want so mu:ch to undertake publishing many 
large books as too reach large numbers of people with the GOospel 
message. Of late years 1 have felt that the hundreds of thousands 
of portionettes that have been circulated (each OIne of these being 
a single chapter O'f the Bible, of an arresting char'acter, or part'> 
of one or two chapters which unlitedly gave a clear message) have 
cO'me nearer to my ideal than anything els,e. Miss Trotter's par­
able stories were some of our first issues, and have been reprinted 
again and again. " 

And the following verses, which were quoted at the same 
time, show the desire of her heart that the books and tracts which 
were published shOluld lead back tOi God. 

" Lord, I know a work is waiting­
For each ransomed child of Thme : 
1.0, I come in faith beseeching-

Show me mine. 
Open Thou my heart to gather 
To its tender love and care 
All Thy lost and wandering children 

Everywhere. 
Wheresoever Thou dost need me 
Let Thy Spirit's guidance show, 
And with loving swift obedience 

I will go." 
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How unrutterably sad to hear people say, "I don't want to 
be a literary wor'ker'-I want to be a missionary! " vVhy not both? 
Why not be a literary evangelist? What is an evangelist? As 
Miss, Van Sommer said, "We are accustomed to' speak of evan­
gelistic work as that of preaching; and yet the forerunners, Saints 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, were called evangelists because 
they wrote the Gospels." 

Yet 'agai~" J always heard the same complaint, especially 
from the oldest and most experienced miss,ionaries. They felt 
they were not evangelising the Moslems,. . . . I asked what they 
had found to be the caUise of the conver'Sion of the ones, who 
had become ChristianlS,. Dr. Andrew W at~son., of the Ameri­
can Mission, and the Rev. F. Adeney, of G.M.S., both told me 
the same. They said the converts, had nearly all said that the first 
thing that in,fluenced them was the reading of some Christian 
book" Now if such is the case, sUirely the highest form of evan­
gelistic effO'rt and the most effective in proportion to its, cost, and 
certainly the most widespread in its influence, is, evangelistic 
literatUlr'e. 

It is well for us' to, ask, on: the appearance of a new book or 
pamphlet, as, to' whether it really is an example of evangelism by 
means of literature--not evangelical, but evangelistic. Here are 
four simple tests, :-

(a) Has it been prayed over'? Some of you have heard me 
tell how, in September, 1910, while I was, on> my knees praying 
for guidance, GO'd gave the inspiration to, inaugurate a series, of 
Khutbas. These have gone into many lauguages, and have won 
many Mns,lems for Christ. The inspiration was given during' a 
time of prayer'. Granted that a writer may not be able, literally 
to write upon his knees, yet can he nOlt, in the spirit of Hezekiah, 
fall upon his knees to spread the matter before the Lord? 

(b) Has it a definite objective? Is it all out for' souls,? Does 
it really preach the Gospel? Now what is the Gospel? St. PaUll 
tells us' in I Cor. xv. 1-3, "I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I alsOi received; how that Christ died for our sins, according 
to the Scriptures." That, we are tnld, is the Gospel-the news 
that Christ died for o'ur sins. 

(c) Does it speak? A toruching story iSI told of an old chief 
in the New Hebrides who was, watching John G. Paton one day 
at work on the printing of the New Testament in the Aniwan 
language. "Does it speak?" inquired the old man, referring 
to the book. "Yes, " said Paton, "it can talk now on your own 
language." Paton read a few lines,. "It does speak! " cried 
the man; "Oh, give it to me !" He grasped the book, turne 3 
it over and OlVer, and cried in pleasure, "Make it speak to me 
again,! " Is hot this oUlr first work-to make the books spea.k? 

But it will nOit speak, or appeal, to' the reader unless it is 
simple; not merely s,imple in words, but clear in its ideas. or sub~ 
ject matter. 

In this connection it SlhoUild write upon the heart-see Pro­
verbs iii. 3: "Write thou upon the table 0'£ thine heart." Also 
2 Cor. iii. 2, 3 : "\Vritten not with ink ... but in fleshly tables 
elf the heart." 

(d) Is it translatable? The difference between" trans,}ated " 
and " translatable" is similar to the difference between a worker 
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being used of God, and being usable. If it is great to' be transr 
lated, it iSI greater to be translatable. A month agO' a packet of 
samples and tractsl turned up from Constantinople; Dr. Mac­
Callum had been translating- Nile Missian Press leaflets, but, 
while on furlough fOir a year and a half, no sample copies had 
come to me. Then all at once he s,ent me the work of a year and 
a half--no less than thirty-six N . 1\ I. P. tracts, translated to Turkish. 
Not a bad surprise packet fOir one morning! Here we may remark 
that a number of things are now being translated into Bulgarian, 
among them Sheikh Abdallah's" Twice-born Turk." I maintain 
that a good test of a tract fmm the evangelistic point of view, is 
nOit whether it was once translated, but whether it is translatable! 

But if the book is to win souls it mu/it be written with 
passion! Hear the following quotation from Dr. Jones. The 
Rev. J. D. Jones is now our greatest Anglo-American preacher, 
and the natural successor of Dr. Jowett. A writer in the" United 
Presbyterian" has reported Dr. Jones' remarks all. preaching; 
but what he there said concerning the passian for sauls shown 
in preaching is equally applicable to the passian far soulsl shown 
in writing. He says :-

" The Place oj Preaching accupied our thaughts the first hour. 
This will be recognised at once as a maot question. But far the 
speaker (Dr. JOines) there is absalutely no question, of the priority 
of the sermon, in the hour of worship. To his way of thinking­
, preaching is a sacramental act,' and as such shauld be the cul­
minating act O'f divine service. Every phas,e of the gervice shauld 
be in acca,rd with this as the centre; any less a place is unworthy 
of the message which the minister hasl tOi give to' his people. For 
his message is none Q1ther than the Gospel of the grace af GQld­
the gaod news to all mankind. . . . 

... There is plenty l)f food for much seriOlU's, thQlught in 
these declaratians. If preaching \vere held to be as sacred as the 
sacraments, there would undoubtedly be les,s clap~trap, irrelevant, 
and wholly uncalled-for subject matter introduced intOi the pulpit 
and handed out to falks whO' are sick at heart, and need a phy­
sician, whO' are hungry and need sustenance. 

The second lecture dealt at sOime length with The Kind of 
Preaching Need To-day. Obviously, hisi point was for evangelical 
preaching, the ,same as is needed in every generatian. ""e never 
have enough of it. Ministers are not political reformers" nor are 
they social wo,rkers,; they are prophets, ambas6adars bringing the 
goad news of redemption and forgiveness. And they ought to 
stick to their subject, especially aSi there are athers usually far 
mare capable of making political reform and social reform a 
reality. Let the minister work indirectly through thes,e, but let 
him make his message of reconciliation with God through Jesus 
Christ his primal task. 

The second element needed in preaching to~day is Passion. 
\Vithout this the slpoken word does not amount to much. The 
instinctive reaction of the listeners, is, tOi feel somewhat af ins,in­
cerity where passionless, pr'eaching is. indulged in. Unless a man 
can communicate canviction, passion and emotiOin to his people 
in the pews, his effort hasl been pretty much wasted, and his pews 
are likely tOl become less and less full befor'e his very eyes. Several 
illustr'atians helped tOi drive that, hOlme. 
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The third phase was. a call for a greater press,ing home of 
the n.e'ed 0,/ urgency. Putting off Chri&t until to~mormw, next 
year, old agec--this is. getting to be' a great curse, and a commO'n 
attitude. It is the mini&t'er's business to curb that tendency, to 
make this, spiritwl tie a matter for Now." 

II. THE USE OF THIS LITERATURE. 

Naturally, the use made of a book depends. upon the kind of 
book it is,; that which is. suitable for' a Moslem is not suitable for 
a Christian. Y O'n have recently appointed a &ub-committee to go 
into the matter of making selectionls specially suitable for a week's 
campaign, to· be called " Literature Week," and to' be held in the 
autumn, the organising being done: by Miss Sharp. But the 
variO'us Miss,ions participating in the Inter-MissiO'n Conference, 
and those whose names are inl the Prayer Cycle, ought to give 
assistance to' the best O'f their ability. The G.M.S. has for two 
years made a special effO'rt during Holy Week. This is entirely 
fO'r good, and I would dO' almost anything to' encourage it; at the 
same time the area is. restricted, and the number of boO'ks is.sued 
is far too small. What we mean by "Literature ',y'eek" is. a 
united effort, and that on a much larger scale. NO'w there are two 
distinct features of such WOtfk, as I have tried to explain in my 
pamphlet on the N.M.P. Partnership Scheme. There is., on the 
one hand, free distributio.n or broadcasting; and there is, on the 
ather, slelling at a small tariff price, half of the proceeds go'ing to 
the society which supplies the literature, and the other half being 
used by the wo'rkers, to.wards the expenses of their local Church, 
or some object that would encourage them to take part. Will 
you not take up this urgent matter and do you.r part to broadcast 
the message? 

How eas,ily applicable to' this, problem of Distribution of 
Gospel Literature are the words of that great misslionary leader, 
Eugene Stock :-

" Inl the great etern,ity beyond, amonlg the many marvels that 
'will burst upon the soul, this surely will be among the greatest­
that the Son O'f God came to redeem the wO'rld, that certain indi­
viduals were chnsen, from amongst mankind as a first-fruits, that 
to' them was committed the incO'nceivable honour of prodaiming 
(distributing) the glad tidings of salvation to their fellow-creatures 
still iIll darkness, and-that they did not do it! " 

NO'w at the request of your su:b~committee we have taken 
about 10% nf the N.M.P. books and tracts, listing about sixty 
only, and leavin.g out of account fo'r the moment the sO'rt which 
are specially suitable for free distributiO'n~those in this list being 
easlily sellable. Eveili SOl, which are suitable fO'r whom? Let u'> 
make a few remarks, upon: special classes, mO're or less fO'llowing 
the O'rder nf the list but not keeping strictly to' it. 

(A) For i'vloslems. Here: are smaller pamphlets. running from 
half a piastre to 2 piastr'es, all of which are specially recommended. 
No. doubt yOU! ar'e familiar' with them all-that is as it Slhould be. 
And then you will find iIll the next section larger books, again 
specially selected as less, likely to' cause difficulty. All thO'se that 
are likely to. cause trouble with autho,rities or with the people have 
bee'll omitted from these lists. 
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(B) Copts, Syrians, Jews, E7langelicals-all sOirts. Here 
again we ha~e smaller pamphlets running from 5 tOI IS mills., and 
larger books which are suited fGr station libraries-for OIf cOlurse 
every mission statiOin has its library of books for lending to 
seeker9 (?) 

(C) Studwts, School-girls, etc. This difficult class needs, just 
one thing, and that is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus: Christ. Noth­
ing more, nOithing less·! Still, all the same, there is, a way of 
meeting the demand for a new treatment of the subject. ASI Dr. 
Wishart says at the cGnclusion of his· article on Jones: "The 
men enjoyed a unique spectacle, that of having all thoughts sur­
charged with a living, vital pe·rsonality and made' new.' It was 
a beautiful example Gf how the Gospel may ever be made fresh." 

(D) Appeals 1m Conversiun. Alas, too many of our Church 
members have never had any experience of saving grace. As 
ever of old, so they need to-day the s.imple story of saving grace . 
. , Old message; by new methods. " should be our motto. 

(E) Our Chrt~stians. There are in the membership of our 
Churches. earnest men and women who r'eally need books' for the 
development of the spiritual life. These should be, nOot pamphlets 
fOor broad-casting, but books fOor the shelves-noot to be kept upOon 
the shelves., of course! U nfGrtunately, many of our Christians 
do nort care fOor books:; then that is our vocation_tOo teach them 
tl) care! 

(F) Scripture. vVe have also a nUlmber of extracts from 
ScriptUlre; but: I am noot dealing with these at the moment, fOor 
probably you will wish that the Bible Society shall deal with the 
question of the dis:tributio'n Oof Scripture. 

One may, however, r'emark that last week-among American 
tourists in Khan-e1-Khaledy, of all unlikely places-a shopkeeper 
took me into his: den and shOowed me, carefully preserved in his 
desk, copies, of our book of ScriptUlr'e selections fOor which he had 
applied to Mr. McClenahan, at Maadi, in answer' to the latter's 
advertisement in a daily paper. 

(G) Other La:nguages. Let us never GverloOok the fact that a 
Moslem may often. be willing to read in French or in English what 
he wOould not like to be seen reading iill Arabic. The N.M.P. has, 
during the last month, inaUigurated its French Department. One 
of the first pulblicatiO'ns is Miss TrO'tter'9 "SevenfO'ld Secret," 
with a foreword specially written: by Dr. Reuben Saillenos .. 

We cannOot sum up better thanl iill the words of John Bunyan: 
" A good book is: a printed preacher, somewhat distinct frOom a 
pulpit preacher, for the one uses Eye Gate, the Oother Ear Gate." 

III. WHAT ABOUT THE RESULTS? 

Let me give a wO'rd Oof encouragement to thOose who: feel that 
they sow tracts by the thousand, and see very litt'!e result. Here 
is the case of a man whO' waited twenty-three years befo're cOoming 
to' give me the wO'rd Oof encour'agemen:t 

" Cast thy bread (i.e., seed-corn) upOon the waters, fo·r thOou 
shalt find it after many days." A member of the Egyptian Evan­
gelical Church came into. the N.M.P. recently, and asked tOo see 
Mr. UpsOon personally. As he was very busy he handed the man 
over to Mr. Ment1:ies, but the visito,r was: by n.o mean.s satis,fied; 
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he said it was such a private matter that he must see the Director 
personally, and, seizing a sheet: of paper, he wrote down his story 
as follO'ws, :-

" DOl yQiU remember that: on the 21st of November, 1902, you 
said to' me, ' Brother, when were you bo,rn again?' I cOluld not 
give a direct reply at: than time. N ow, thanks be tOi God, I can 
tell you that' I was, borru againl onl the 16th 0'£ May, 190'6. It was 
a Sunday afternoon, and while I was taking my mid-day rest I 
had a visiO'n. The Lord appear'ed to' me in a blaze of light like 
electricity, and I heard a vO'ice saying to me, 'Say, Thou hast 
prepared salvation for me through the precious blood.' " 

When asked why he had never told us of this pleasing inci­
dent, he said, " !\Iany a time I have thought of coming to tell you, 
but various things, prevented, and at last I thought there was nO' 
necessity to tell yO'u a slimple thirug like that. Recently, hOlwever, 
my heart urged me tOi come and see you, and my thoughts became 
distracted. YO'u were the one whO' first sowed the seed, fO'r thO'ugh 
I was a mission schoOlI teacher, yet in reality I despised the men­
tion of the blo'Od 'Of Chris,t. NO'w I am glad to' say I lo,ve prayer 
and cannot leave it, and I knoW' that the only salvation is through 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Chris,t." 

" After many days,." The seed was sown in 1902, the harvest 
gathered in 1906; the sower heard the first word of it iru 1929 ! 

Giovanni Papini says in his, book, "The Story of Chr'ist " : 
" It was, not by chance that Jesus chO'se His first fO'llO'wers from 
amQing fisherme!1!. The fisherman . . . is the man who know's 
how to wait. He is the man of patience whO' is not pressed fO'r 
time--whO' casts his net and leaves the rest to' the Almighty." 

+ A. T. U. 

Imprtsslons from PaltsUn¢. 

I 
HE sky is overcast. It seems very much as though 

the sun will not get through, but as it begins to mount 
up intO' the heavens, the clouds part and the earth is 
flooded with sunshine. It is greatly needed, for has 
not God been very good to us this year. The former 
rains were beyond all exception, and everyone felt 

that the crops would be very good. Then came the beginning of 
the latter rains. The fellaheen were out ,vith their primitive 
ploughs, drawn by a bullock and an ass. Not an unusual sight 
is the plough being drawn by a camel and an ass. vVhat texts 
come to one's mind, perhaps quoted out of place, but containing 
this thought. 2 Cor. vi. 14, Amos iii. 3. The rains had con­
tinued onl aUld off for nearly twO' months,. Everyone looked 
happy, for there would be no need to buy water this summer. It 
was rumoured that there had not bcen such a rainfall since the 
year of the British Occupation. 

As I walked down from the Post OUice to the Damascus 
Gate, the air was laden with excitement. Everyone exchanging 
greetings as they passed, and the expression on their faces was 
that which spoke of satisfaction. \Vhy, of course, was not this 
the last day of the fast Ramadan? For a whole month had they 
not fasted and prayed to the one God, as the prophet Mohammed 
had told them in the Quoran? At the Damascus Gate the Arabs 
were there selling lambs for the feast which was to be kept on 
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the morrow. O~e's heart just went out for these people. They 
would not accept God's Lamb, the spotless One, His free gift of 
Eternal life and the remission of sins. They were trying by their 
own works to work out their salvation. How the Devil has 
blinded their eyes, that they might not believe! 

I continued my way down through the gate, into the native 
market. The place \vas alive with the hubbub of excitement. 
Some of the shops were decorated with branches from the green 
pepper trees. The shops selling various kinds of sweetmeats had 
a very large selection. Boxes of Turkish delight and Halawi 
were very prominent. After working my way through I came 
to our shop. Old faithful Jamee1 was there, and so we closed 
the door. After repeating the text which God had given to us 
in our morning reading, we prayed for the work and the workers, 
and for those among whom we have been called to labour. These 
times are very precious and one thanks God for the privilege of 
being in the midst of Moslem quarters and there meeting with 
God. 

The door is then opened wide and we begin business. After 
a while a friend comes in and asks after several books, gets what 
he wants, and then with greetings passes on. 

As one stand at the door many are 'the questions asked. 
The shoeblacks, who have their stand nearby, are busy. The 
fellaheen are out to enjoy themselves. They get their boots 
cleaned. If the boots could but speak they would ask, "Why 
this sudden extravagance?" For months or even from the day 
they were bought, they have been strangers to polish, but it is 
the end of the fast, so their owners can afford to be generous. 

One man, no doubt a stranger from one of the villages, or 
even from the other side of Jordan, says to the bootblack, 
,. \Vhat's the Bookshop?" "Oh," says the man, "religious 
books. They arc Nasrani," (Christians). "\Vhat are they 
doing here? " says the arab. "Trying to make us Christians." 
With that he spits on the ground, as if \ye were some nasty taste 
to him. 

Then a \\"oman slides up to the shop. She is veiled, and this 
shows that she is Moslem. After the usual salutations she asks 
for alms. \Ve reply that God will provide for her, but she is 110t 
so easily satisfied. She says she has four children and that she 
has no bread. \"1 e say to her, " Is it not the end of the fast and 
all the :\10s1ems are buying new clothes and foodstuffs for the 
feast? They will give to you." 

But she says they are all like wolves: \\Tho cares for a woman, 
is she not like a dog? After further talk she goes away, only to 
come back later. She says she has been all round the city and 
has only been given a few bits of bread, "In the name of the 
Merciful and Compassionate give me something!" We say, 
"Have you no husband? " She says "Yes, but he is an old 
man." \N e begin to understand what it means. She has been 
married to an ()lId man. She has, had no cho,ice in the matteT'-­
sold to an old man. 

As you read this think of yourself. Young and free, you 
have a good home ,,-ith dear ones who love you. You may have 
a lover~one whom you love and have chosen as your helpmeet. 
Perhaps you have a little home of your own, one of which you 
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are proud. It is crowned with the joy of God's gift. Little ones 
make it ring with their childish laughter and joy. Yes! This 
is what Christ Jesus has given to our land. This too is what He 
has done for women in our land. He has lifted them to their 
rightful place. 

Think for a mo.ment of those millions who are bound in the 
chains of darkness, vice, immorality, whose life is one long day 
of fear, ever expecting to hear the dreaded words, "I divorce 
you. " Divorce is getting easy in England, but in Mo.slem lands 
it is simple. You get tired of the woman, so yo.u say to her, 
three times, " I divorce you," and she iSi turned out like a dog. 
This is your sisters' lot in a third part of the world. Have you 
asked God what you can do to help them? He will sho.w you 
if you do. 

We must hurry on. The sun is beginning to set and the 
people are hurrying home to get ready for the gun which will 
soon be fired. There is first the washing and then prayer before 
settling down to eat. Soon the call to. prayer is heard from the 
mineret and almost immediately the gun is fired. 

Islam is the greatest challenge to God and His Christ. From 
about the seventh century it has swept over many lands, and 
peoples who were once Christians and who have shed their blood 
for their faith, to-day have been merged into Islam. 

On the brow of the hill where many of Go.d's Children believe 
that Christ offered to God His spotless soul as an offering for sin 
for the whole world, on Gordon's Calvary, a gun has been fired 
every day, showing the times of fasting, and incidentally with 
each call throwing out to us its challenge against God and His 
Christ. 

Have we taken it up? As far as we have been able we have 
sent the Word to numbers of villages throughout Palestine and 
Transjordan. To many villages where no missionaries are work­
ing our colporteurs travel with the \\Tord of God. Each book 
carried by our men has a direct Gospel message, and we believe 
that God is using them to His Glory and the extension of His 
Kingdom. You might say, "Is Palestine evangelised?" Very 
solemnly I ,,<auld answer "~o." In some of the villages they 
have defied the messengers of the Gospel to work in their place, 
but they have not yet stopped the colporteurs from visiting them. 
The day is not far off, I believe, when direct Gospel work will 
become impossible from the attitude of the people, but to-day is 
the day of opportunity, and unless we work while it is to-day, 
the night will come when no man can work. The challenge 
which that gun was issuing every day during Ramadan has 
reached England. What are you doing about it? Are you going 
to say, like thousands of others, "Oh, the task is impossible; 
leave them if they will not hear." Friend, are you saved? Then 
if so, you are saved to serve. Christ said, "As My Father hath 
sent Me even so send I vou." Do vou believe it? Then what 
are you doing? Let us 'put away o~r lame excuses and let us 
humbly ask Him, "Lord, what will Thou have me to do? " 
and, whatsoever He saith unto you do it. 

t was travelling recently from Jerusalem 
happened to be on a train which was carrying 
passengers who were making a pilgrimage to 

to Cairo. 
a number of 
Mecca. This, 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

according to the teaching of the Prophet Mohammed, would win 
for them great favour with God. Their thoughts were only on 
what they were doing, where they were going and what they 
would accomplish. They certainly had no thought for anyone 
else travelling on that train, for when we stopped at any station 
they would get out and begin to pray, and nothing would shift 
them until they had finished. Indeed, when we arrived at the 
end of our journey we were two hours late. 

Do not misunderstand me, for I feel like Paul, when he said, 
" I bear them record that have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God" (Rom. x. 
2, 3). Their zeal is exercised in the wrong' channels. I t has 
turned in them to fanaticism and error, and no thought for others 
is entertained. Their fanaticism is a tremendous hindrance to 
the Gospel. Does your life hinder others? Is self so much alive 
and assertive, that the needs of others are not given a thought? 
Do you in your own soul feel the burden of the souls around you, 
or are you unconscious of any save your self? 

Friend, listen for a moment. . . . . Can you hear the cry 
of souls going down to hell? Listen to these words: 

" Plenty for pleasure. but little for Jesus, 
Time for the world and its glittering toys, 
NONE for the Master's work feeding the hungry, 
Lifting Lost souls to Eternity's joys. -1 

Perishing! Perishing! 
Hark, how they call us ; 

Bring us your Saviour, oh, tell us of Him, 
We are so weary and heavily laden 
And with long weeping our eyes have grown dim." 

Let us be honest, face 
right thing. Rewards are 
obtain. 

up to our responsibility and do the 
for service. So run 'that ye may 

• G. W . 

In (b~ Ildta-Books. 

II
', 'HE cold rainy morning was not an auspicious begin­

"~~, '. IlIing for a visit to the Delta c0'lporteurs<. This was, 
" " '~ h0'wever, one of the c0'nditi0'ns under which I began 

',' ' a trip, the experience of which was as invaluable 
, as the practical success was insignificant. A careful 

programme had been drawn up beforehand, and 
although it was, imp0'ssible strictly to' adhere to this, yet the 
journey was greatly facilitated by its existence. 

DIlle Monday mO'ming early in February I caught the early 
train tOo Benha-7- IS a. m. to be precise. Arriving at the station 
I looked arO'und for Ibrahim, our cOolporteur, to whom I had pre­
vi0'usly written asking him to meet me. Horwever, he was n0't 
to be found. Leaving my bag in the left-luggage 0'ffice, I went 
out, picking my way as carefully as I could through the muddy 
streets" and vagUiely making fO'r the centre 0'£ the town. I had 
not gone very far when, to my relief, and tOo Ibrahim's also, I 
met him. He had merely met the wrO'ng train, and having 
returned had been informed by some of his friends of his mistake. 
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As no public buildings had yet opened I went with him tOi his 
hause, where we drank tea. ThiS! is, a little mo're embarrassing 
than in England, for one room serves as family bedroom and 
s,itting-room-! After this, we went round the to'wn coHecting sub­
scriptions' for "AI Bareed." vVhile I was collecting OIverdue 
~1.]bscriptiorrSi and trying to interest prospective subscriber's, 
Ibr'ahim was doing hisl best to sell books. He seemed to' feel the 
cO'ld and the rain very much, as his olothing was ins,u:fficient and 
his, footwear shocking"! (This, latter has since been remedied; he 
was. walking aboUit in a pair of OIld sand shOles,!) After completing 
my business I had lunch with him, and then fOillowed a very brief 
visit to some of thel American missionaries, who had been fellOlw­
students at the School of Oriental Study. Short' thOlugh our visit 
was, we almost failed to catch the train to Quesna, where we 
continued the collection of subscriptions, and where Ibrahim sold 
mOire books,. Dur'ing- the course OIf the aft'ernoon Ibrahim and I 
engaged in a lengthy conversation with tWOl MO'slem Effendis. 
Ibrahim was inclined t0' cOl1Jtrovers,y, but at the same time! we 
manlaged to, put befo~e these two men a few simple truths, and 
gave them a few tracts, tOI read. The statiO'nf-mas:ter, whOi is also 
a MOislem, received us quite well. We then went ani by the after­
noon trainl tOi Tanta. In the train I tried t0' sell sOIme books, but 
at firsf was quite unsuccessfu:l until a soldier took a copy of a 
small t'ract, "POIs'Slibility of Purity in Christ," and asked an 
Effendi what he thOlught of it. The Effendi read the first page 
aloud. The soldier was, delig-hted; and bOlug-ht it. Thereupon 
another Effendi was encouraged to buy a copy of "Li'ly OIf the 
Desert'. " He had previnUls.ly refused tal dO' sO' when I had offer'ed 
him this book. One canl hardly realis.e hQl\V dependent thes~ people 
are on: one another. A good rerception' eady on means, mOIre here 
than it would mean in Eng-land, and if one meets with very active 
oppolS·jl'ion at~ the Q1utset, it is almost imposs,ible tal proceed. 

After arriving at Tanta we found a hotel. Here a little bar­
gaining ensiUled as to the price of the mQlm. A reductiQln: was, SQon 
obtained, which was speedily cancelled when Ibrahim, who' was 
with me, seeing a divaru iru the room, proposed to' spend the night 
with me and asked for a blanket. Yet even so' he would probably 
have had to pay more than the difference had he slept elsewhere, 
and it ga,ve me an opportunity of dose!' touch with the spiritual 
life of our helpers. > 

Next mOirning we took my bag to' the Bible Society depot, 
where we were received with open arms.. Then' we visited the 
Mudir'iyya, gaining Sleveral new s.ubscribers. Meanwhile Ibrahim 
SOlId a good many books,. It was, interesting to notice that nn wOlrk 
seemed to' be s.o imp.ortantl that it could not be put aside in' favour 
0f Ibrahim's bOQlks. 

MoISt of the days of this. trip consisted in colportage and cO'I­
lecting' subscriptions, and as one dav wa~ very similar to' another 
it will probablY 0'ruly be worth while mentioning interesting OIr 
exceptiOinal incidents. 

Having mis,sed the train by which r had intended to travel to 
Mit Ghamr, wher'e I had arranged to' meet Claudius, I arrived 
three Hours, later than I had anticipated. HOIwever, the pastor 
of the Church helped us t'o such an effect that the 10M time was 
eas.ily made up. It was. in this pastor's house that I met Claudius, 
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our Zagazig' colporteur, with whom r travelled to Zagazig by the 
night train. Next morning Claudius took me round Zagazig·. 
He has a most ingratiating manner, and one could not help smiling 
at the way in which, when endeavouring to gain new subscribers 
for the" 'Bareed," he would whisper into some official's ear (per­
haps the head of some department), "You need not pay the sub­
scription (2/-) till the end of the month." Thes,e words worked 
like a charm. 

I had lunch with him at his house, and in the afternoon 
attended a little service in the Evangelical Church. Next mO'rning 
Claudius and I caught the first train to' Ismailia. The country 
through which we paslsed was more interesting' than is usual in 
the Delta. Mr. and Mrs,. Giesner, of the E. G. M., met us, and 
we went straight to' their' hOlUise. After looking over the boys' 
school I went out ,,,ith Claudi'Uls until lunch time, and then again 
in the afternoon. I returned in order' t'0' gO' with Mf'. Giesner to 
a Sunday School-not held onl Sundays-but this, was, nlOt able 
to' be held after all. Mr. Giesner took me round to' see the E. G. M. 
boys' football team beat the Greek schoO'I, and thenl intrnduced 
me to the beauties of Ismailia. 

The next mnrning, before leaving, I visited the girls,' school, 
and found them very hard at work in rather cramped quarters. 
'Ve returned to ZaRazig, and having missed the train through 
putting ton much reliance nnl Claudius" I went onl tOI Mansura alone. 
On the way I had a most interesting conversation with a MO'slem 
Effendi. It beganl by my shOlwing" him the " Bareed." After­
wards I shOlwed him a copy of " Lilv of the Des,ert." He read 
about three-quarters of it' and then, had had enoUigh, and Sn he 
listened' while I gave him the last quarter of the book in my own 
words. He was', a bit' disposed to argue, but we managed to' keep 
the conver!'.ationl rather' mO're personal. I tried tn explain that 
the only way of victOiry nver sin was through Christ. It was a 
hard s~yine-, b11t he did nOit get ane-ry as T expected. One cannot 
tell what effect one's, wO'rds, would h'ave. One can only prav that 
as this man thinks. over' what he has, heard, as, he almost undoubt­
edlv will do·, he mav be led to seek further light . 

. Next mornine- I met Claudius~or' r'ather' I met the tr'ain bv 
which I expected him-but did not s:ee him. I waited until th~ 
next train_still no s,ie-n of Clauidius. Thinking I might have 
missed him I tried to' find the pastor of the Evang-elical Church; 
this took me about an hour or mO'r'e. He had nO't seen anything 
of Claudiusi. So, e-ivi'ne- him UP, I went to Mudiriyva. as, there 
was one over-due subscr'iotion there. T quicklv fOUI1d the man I 
wanted, and he told me that Claudius, had been there about half 
an hour ag"o. I had <lllother brief and fruitle~s. look, <lnd then I 
was goinR o,ff fO'r' a little recreation, when a voice hailed me out 
of a g'oldsmith's ,..hop, ,md Claudius g-reeted me, rather indignant 
that I shQuld not have met him! We spent the reslt' of the after­
noon in colportage, though the street~s, were thronged with pr'O­
cessions. on the eve' almost of Rhamadan. . . . 

Next morn.ing I set off early for Mah'all Nebira. On alig-hting 
there I left my bag" at the left-luRg'age O'ffice and made my way 
to the American Mis,s,ion School; here I found a couple of our sub­
scribers:, and managed to' secure another. I then visited' a tax 
collector, whO'took r'eceipts, for' all the other subscribers· and paid 
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himself. He was, very kind, and as I s:a1' in his Q1ffice we were 
able tQl ask everyone who. came in to' have a look at the magazine. 
In this wav several new subscribers were secured, and some books 
sold also .. 

As I stood on the platform waiting for the train by which 
I was tQl travel to Mahallit Suh my eyes, ranged Olver the sacks 
and sacks of cQltton-Egypt's wealth. On.e could not help C0'vet­
ing f0'r her, spiritual riches that fail not. Mahall Nebira is but 
one of the wealthy Gharbiyya province. \7Ve have nO' colporteur 
there. I was asked why not, and tOild how the people looked fDr 
regular cQllpmtage there. True, these were the w0'rds of CDPt'S, 
but they too need spiritual food, and their friendliness is a great 
help in reaching the MQls.\em SI. But what could one reply ? We 
have neither the mont'y nO'f a suitable man, though were we able 
tQl p'rorvide f0'r him we might find him. Cannot we share Q1ur riche<; 
with these poOir souls? 

Reaching Mahallit Suh I looked about for some lunch, but 
the place wasl not prQlmising-. HQlwever, half-a-dQlzen mandarins 
were easily boug-ht, and later on a cQluple of hard-boiled eg-g-s and 
a loaf of bread from a bOly; with these I manag-ed to satisfy my 
hunger, which was fairly acute by tWOl o'rlock, as I had 0'n~y had 
cate au laU and a few biscuits all the day. The journev to Daman­
hour was rather lon~ but fairly interesting. Yassa. our c0'lpOlrteur 
there. did not meet the train. It t1Jmed O'llt that he had g-one to. 
Mahallit Suh by mistake; he turned up later in: the evening. 
DamanhQlur, where Vas,sa is station~d, is' a needy town. The 
Behaira Drorvince is verY difficult. and there is nOlt' a man missionarY 
in the whQlle of it. . . 

Next: day I travelled Q1n the light railway tQl Mahm0'udiyya. 
Sever'al Q1f the people whom I wanted to see were not able to' be 
found. but I had great pleas,ure, in visiting Missl Lang-f0'rd and 
Miss Webb. 0'f the Egypt General Mis,si0'n, with whOlm I had 
lunch. While here I saw the Nilpres boO'k-case. These ladie" 
tQlld me hO'w difficult they fO'und it to. sell bOl0'ks, and alsO' how diffi­
cult it was, to< g-et bOloks· which they had lenrt returned. HOIWever, 
it seems that a real wQlrk is bein~ done, and the books do play 
a part. They prove increasing-Iy valuable as the days, g-o> OIn. We 
could des,ire tOi see these reading ro,o<ms, more extenlsively used. 
J also saw the disipens.a rv, which was. reallv wonderfuHy fitted o-ut. 
On the way back tOi DamanhQlur I hac! an interesting. talk with 
a young- Copt fr'OIm ROisetta. He bOlll.;ht some of my books" and 
put his name dmvn as a subscriber to the " Bareed." The next 
day Yassa and r left by the lig-ht raihv:lY to Shubra Khit:. It was 
market dav at a place on the way. DUlrin~ part of the journey 
the train was crowded. After the cro~vd had dispersed a little 
1 showed a cOP'V of " Fl0'wer of the Forest" to' the ticket cQlllector: 
ilfter a little talk, he ani! an0'ther man each boug-ht a COPy. At 
Shubra Khit we collected a few subscriptions, and then I -parted 
with Yassa. 

From Shu bra Khit I continued on the Jig-ht railway to' Tay 
el Barnd, and thence by state railwav tn Kafr az Zayat. The next 
d:lY I took the train fn,r Ashmoon. This is a really' beautiful little 
vi11aP"f'. with the canal running through the middle ·0'f it, with trees 
()n eith1er side. :\!TO'st ()f the visits naid here were fruitless, but 
1 had quite a pleasant chat with the C0'ptic pastor. I then caught 
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the traiIll back to Cai,ro-tired out! My tiredness soon left me, 
and I waSi able to' be thaIllkful fnr this new touch with the people 
among whom my wnrk will sO' largely be. 

J. R. M . .. 
from a £~Utr wrttt~n bp mr. Ulald 

(0 tb~ Cbthlrtn. April 26th, 1929. "4IOi\IE with me and we will go to' the Bedouins who 
live near the Frank Mountain, where Herod the 
Great built a palace. As we draw near we meet 
some of the men going to Market. After 
exchanging greetings they ask us, 'Where are 
you going?' \Ve reply, 'To your hair houses.' 

(This means their tents, which are made of goats' hair.) To this 
they reply, 'You are very welc0'me.' As we come t0' one tent 
a big fierce dog meets us; the owner of the tent then appears 
to know who the strangers are. We ask him where the sheikh 
of their tribe is, and he directs us to him. We are received by 
him very cordially, and we take our seats around the fire, where 
a number of men are sitting. After many salutations one man 
of the tribe asks, 'Where is your book'? He is shown the 
wordless book in four colours, and asks us to tell them the story 
of it. The Gospel story is told to them, and one of the men 
says, 'This is very beautiful, tell us more of this.' After a 
further talk we ask, 'Where are the boys?' The Sheikh says 
they are in school, and so we go along to the tent where they are; 
the' khateeb ' (teacher) welcomes us and give us the class. We 
ask who can read well, and so one bright little fellow is given a 
New Testament. He takes it and kisses it, and touches his fore­
head with it, and begins to read the story of the Prodigal Son, 
Luke xv. I I-52. After he is finished we ask the boys how many 
understood it. They all say they do, so we ask two or three to 
tell us about it. In their own words it is told with slight varia­
tions. At last we know that they understand, and so we tell it 
to them. We show them that they are like the prodigal son, 
and are far away from the love of their heavenly Father, and that 
God is seeking them, and that He sent the Lord Jesus to die for 
their sins. 

At last we rise and tell them we must go. Before leaving 
we give every boy a small book in Arabic, called 'The Robe of 
Er-Rashid.' (1 will send you an English copy of it.) After 
leaving the tents we make our way across the hills towards 
Bethlehem. As we draw near to the town a boy overtakes us, 
breathing very hard, and asks if we will give him a Gospel. We 
give him a book like the one we gave to' the other boys" but he is 
not satisfied. He declares he must have a Gospel as well. 1 
ask him if he will give me a halfpenny for it. 'I have no money, 
I am poor,' he replies, so we give it to him. He thanks us and 
walks all the way back to his Camp, nearly an hour's walk, very 
happy. He really wants to know and read about Jesus. 

These are Arab children-but you say, 'What about Jewish 
children?' Let us go, then, to a Sunday School, where there 
are about 50 children. As we draw near to the room we hear 
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them singing English choruses. On the table are a number of 
little models which the children have made, representing some 
story or thing out of the: Bible. The speaker choos.es. one OIf 
these, which represents the Cave of Adullan. He speaks of 
David and his mighty men, and how these men, who were in 
distress, in debt and discontented, came unto him and he became 
their captain. The Lord Jesus wants all those same kinds of 
people to come to Him now. He has paid their debt for sin; 
He is the only one to satisfy them. He is the Captain of our 
Salvation. ' 

After the school is over, they ask for books. They can read 
English, so sometimes they are given a little story book. 

Now for one more short incident. We have a shop which is 
inside the old walls of Jerusalem ('1 am sending you a little 
picture of it). When the boys come out of the Moslem School 
they pass down our street and stop outside the shop to look at 
a picture of the Broad and Narrow Way. They ask why all the 
people going in the Broad Way are going to Gehenna or hell. 
They look very sad, but when they talk about the Narrow Way 
they cheer up, as they know that there is a way to Heaven 
through Jesus Christ. 

In a village I visited a little time ago the people were very 
poor. After waiting until the boys had come out of school, we 
tried to sell them books, but they had no money. So we went 
through the village, shouting 'Books! Books!' and one little 
fellow asked his mother for half a piastre (about a penny farthing) 
to buy a book. She said, 'No,' so he said, 'Well, give me an 
egg, and I will see if the man will give me a book for it.' We 
gave him a book called' The Flower of the Forest.' As soon as 
the other boys saw it they ran home and soon brought eggs to 
buy books with; so you see we have to use different kinds of ways 
to get the people to buy the books, so that they may learn to know 
the way of salvation. 

So now, when you pray for the boys and girls of other 
countries, you will be able to think about these boys and girls in 
Palestine." G. WALD. 

+ 
parts of [tntrs from I»r. Dorman C.amuon f 

a I»tsstonarp 1n tb~ Suaan. 
Abri, Nuba Mt. Province, 

A-E Sudan, 17th January, 1927. 
~. GRING the ,ix wee" ,inee my .cdval much wnck 

~ 
was necessary about the mission station, especially 
in view of Mr. and Mrs. Mills' departure on fur­

~f laugh. Huts have been re-thatched, and a new 
~ ~ dispensary, a cookhouse and a storehouse built. 

The walls of the huts have been encircled with long 
reed stems to prevent erosiOin from the rains. At present the 
scrubby growth about the compound is being cut down, as it 
harbours mosquitoes, especially in the wet season. 

My own house needed to be set in order, which meant among 
other things making shelves for my stores, a bookcase, cupboard 
and a table. 
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Shortly after sunrise the patients are treated at the dis­
pensary. Several are from Kortala, a native village 3D miles 
distant, and these people live in the huts in the dispensary area. 
Three of the cases are knife wDunds, being the result of stabbing 
affrays, one patient having an especially ugly cut acrDSS the 
upper part of his chest. The majority of the patients suffer from 
tropical ulcers, but syphilis is far from uncommon. 

In regard to the schoDI wDrk-in the past it has been a very 
difficult matter to get the local boys to attend regularly; at present 
there are no resident local boys. Their superstitions, combined 
with their family customs, and probably other factors, make it 
difficult to persuade the boys to come and stay. The witch 
doctors appear to' be unfavourable to the boys coming. At 
Heiban, thirty miles to' the south, there is nO't the same difficulty. 

SchoDI is held every afternoon, drill and lessDns being given 
to the four resident Heiban bO'ys, whO' wO'rk on the place, and to' 
any local boys who chance to attend. The lesson period opens 
with hymns and a Bible story. We are hopeful that we may be 
able to' develop the work among the boys, and train them, so that 
they in turn will go out and teach their own people. 

The people are always pleased when we visit their villages, 
and are very interested in a new arrival. They examined my 
braces closely, and wanted to know if the metal clasps in front 
were charms to keep away evil spirits. They also wanted me to 
write a page from my note-book as a charm to keep the pigs from 
entering their huts and eating their food. 

Much good work has been done by Mr. and Mrs. Mills in 
reducing a new language to' writing, and in gaining the con­
fidence of the natives. 

Pray for the work here at Abri, that God's blessing may rest 
upon it, and that He may give us at least some of the treasures 
of darkness. 

21st March, 1927. 

\Ve are right at the beginning of things here at Abri, and 
there are great opportunities given to us to uplift the lives of the 
people. At the present we see their life in all its native 
simplicity, and there is something very attractive in this very 
simplicity, and in their simple grace of manner. It is a pleasure 
to enter their villages and be received with such evident signs of 
welcome. It would do your heart good to hear their hearty 
laugh when something so common-place to us, but so new to 
them, appeals to their sense of humour. 

In most instances the Koalib native is friendly, ingenious, 
and of a naturally bright dispositiDn. The pall of witchcraft, 
however, hangs over him, and his mind is altogether untutored 
and unenlightened. 

Since my arrival here I have been getting some experience 
in the treatment of ulcers. Although there is no word for" thank 
YDU " in the vocabulary of the people, yet for kindness shown 
them there is the unspoken gratitude of the heart. 

I have seen the effect of the Moslem influence on the native 
mind in the case of the Kortala natives who come to us for treat­
ment from a village some 3D miles away, and where there is 
intimate contact with the Arab "galuba" Dr trader. I would 
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sooner have ten times over a native untouched by the degener­
ating Moslem influence to one tarnished by it. 

As the country is becoming more settled, and roads improved, 
the trader is pushing southward. Let us not mark time while 
Mohammed marches through the land, and realise only when too 
late that the time of opportunity is gone. 

Will not someone take up the banner of the Cross, and wave 
it in far-off parts of the earth, and for the sake of a people who 
cannot know except they hear the Words of Life. Will you not, 
in whatever way you can, take a share in the bringing in of His 
Kingdom and in making His name known and a praise in the 
parts of the earth where the need is so great? 

8th September, I927. 
By the time this letter reaches you, it will be nearly a year 

since I left New Zealand, and this year has been one of the most 
eventful in my experience. 

The Sudan is an interesting country, for there are many new 
sights and experiences. Several languages and dialects are 
spoken by the natives of this province. 

On a recent visit to Abri, one of the near villages, I saw a 
crowd of N ubas gathered round some Arabs. As I came nearer 
I heard money rattling in a tin, and, thinking they were gamb­
ling, I walked up to the Arabs and told them it was wrong and 
to move off. But later I found they were Arab traders, who had 
obtained dura grain from the village, and were paying for it in 
the open, which was a precautionary measure. 

I hold school in the four nearest villages, two one day and two 
the next. This is a recent step, but later on we hope to have a 
school building on the station. 

From what I have seen of the Nuba native, I feel that life 
for him in its natural simplicity is not so difficult as it is for 
civilised man in a highly civilised country. It seems well for the 
native that this is so. But certainly the life of both civilised and 
uncivilised man alike needs the uplifting and gracious influences 
of Christianity, and Christ's power to save from sin. I find the 
people know of the great evil spirit whom they call " Bail," but 
they do not know of the Holy Spirit. 

In this part of the country their lives are lived out in the 
open amid beautiful surroundings, and if only they will accept the 
message of Salvation, their community life will become a very 
happy one. 

Please pray for the work out here, that God's Kingdom may 
come in the lives of these needy people, and for us that our lives 
may be sanctified by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and be 
better fitted for service. 

25th September, I927. 
It is very refreshing to have passed from the continuous heat 

of the dry season into the cooler season of the rains. About the 
same time every evening the air becomes filled with a buzzing 
noise, which indicates the approach of myriads of mosquitoes, 
and we retreat to the shelter of the mosquito-house. At night 
insects by the scores are attracted to the lamp at this time of the 
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year. Flies are troublesome in the day-time. I mention these 
things by the way. 

The N ubas believe that there is no other country like their 
own. However, as they do not travel far from their own villages, 
they cannot speak with much authority; but here they certainly 
live in a beautiful part of this vast land. 

God seems to speak to them in so many ways. The words 
of Psalm xix. 1-6 have a new and fuller meaning to me after 
having lived out here. "The heavens declare the glory of God 
and the firmament showeth His handiwork" is true no doubt for 
every part of the earth, but they seem to me to be especially 
applicable to this place. His glory is seen in the intense beauty 
of the sunset sky, a beauty to be seen, but impossible to describe. 
His fear is in their hearts. They hear His voice in the great 
rolling peals of thunder, they see the lightning that plays with 
such vividness across the sky and lights up the massive clouds 
in the night-time. No one can appreciate the majesty of a 
thunderstorm in the mountain region of the topics who has not 
seen one. The Nubas who live among the mountains fear the 
power that is wrapped up in them. They see also God's handi­
work in the miracle of growth which transforms the whole 
country from barrenness to beauty in a remarkably short time. 

But in their ignorance and superstition they know not how 
to interpret God's voice; and to think of Him as a God of love, 
who gave His Son to die for their sins, seems too great a con­
ception for them to grasp all at once. We must await the in­
working of God's Spirit, who alone can lead them to a knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Christ. 

I feel, however, that we are at work amongst good material. 
The boys and girls especially show brightness and intelligence, 
which is combined in many cases with a naturally attractive 
disposition. 

At the present time the boys are out working in the fields, 
or minding the sheep and goats, but there are indications that the 
school work will be re-started soon. Only yesterday a fine little 
fellow came to me asking if he could come to school. 

We eagerly look forward to the time when we shall have a 
better knowledge of the language. When I see the foot-prints of 
tiny feet on the narrow native tracks, I long to be able to set 
their footsteps in the pathway of Life. 

Away to the west there are whole tribes who have never 
been visited by the missionary. I would ask you to pray earnestly 
that more workers may be sent out, and the necessary funds pro­
vided, that the Kingdom of God may be extended in this needy 
land, before Mohammedanism gets too strong a hold. Our small 
hand of workers have been able to touch only the fringe of things. 
'''Ie need your help, and God will give you the joy of service. 

Let us realise our entire dependence upon Him, the neces­
sity of waiting upon Him in prayer, and of giving Him a big 
place in our thoughts, and "Let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our faith." 

" He saw the multitude and had compassion on them." 
"And seeing their faith, He said, 'Arise!'" 

Pray that these people may have this faith. 
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22nd November, I927. 

A short time ago I spent a few days at Heiban. A VlSlt to 
the mission station cannot but impress one with the feeling that 
the school boys, seventy in number, form an admirable little 
Christian community. In time the older boys return to their 
villages in the mountain, and carry away with them some portion 
of the teaching and training received. And so this mission 
station, encircled by the distant hills and mountains, is winning 
young recruits for Christ, and is becoming more and more a 
centre from which radiates the Gospel Light of peace and good­
will, where the night of ignorance, superstition and cruelty has 
for so many centuries darkened the land. 

Christianity has already meant much, directlv and indirectly, 
to this land under British rule-law, order and a measure of 
prosperity; the abolition of slavery, and the entrance of the 
Christian missionary. The Sudan is nmv waiting, like thirsty 
ground for the rain, for the incoming of more missionaries. 

At Heiban I visited several villages in the mountain. My 
guide was one of the school-bovs, and it was with some difficulty 
that J made my way in heavily shod boots along the boulder­
strewn track. In one place I noticed the foot-marks were worn 
6--9 inches deep in the hard granite rock. Down through the 
centuries the bare feet of generations of natives have worn these 
deep impressions. How slo~v has Christendom been to realise 
her responsibility to the Sudanese, who has not yet known the 
way of Life that he might walk in it! It seems a solemn 
thought. 

Shortly before leaving Abri for Heiban, I was present at a 
native funeral. It was one of the saddest sights I have ever 
witnessed-the men with drawn faces, the women lamenting and 
crying out in deep sorrow for the departed. There was no cere­
mony at the graveside, for they know of none. One woman was 
so exhausted with grief that she had to be carried back to her 
village; while another had to be led away. These people mourn as 
those that have no hope, was the thought uppermost in my mind. 

Life has been compared by an ancient Briton to that of a 
sparrow's flying from the darkness into a lighted room and out 
into darkness again. The sight of bats flying across my lighted 
room at night, reminds me of this primitive idea of the life of 
unenlil:ihtened man-from the unknown, then life's short span, 
then for him out into the unknown night. 

Often in the stillness of the night I hear the call of a night 
bird and the answering call of its mate; and it seems to me that 
God too has heard in the midst of their night the heart's cry of 
these people after something better; and some have heard, be it 
ever so faintly, God's answering call. When this great land is 
ready for His visitation, God will surelv answer the prayers of 
His people beyond the measure of their asking. Our small band 
cif workers is endeavouring, by God's grace and help, to lay 
foundations, and there is much hope and encouragement. 

Pray that God's Spirit mav continue to work in the hearts 
of young and old; that our love for the people may be a genuine. 
overflowing and constraining love; that our lives mav be better 
fitted for service; and that fresh labourers be thrust out into the 
great harvest fields where as yet there are no workers. 
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Cbrisr, I am Cbrisl's. 
Christ, I am Christ's! and iet that Name suffice you. 

As fOir me, too, He greatly hath ~ufficed. 
La, with no winning words I would entice you, 

Paul has nD hGnour and no friend but Christ. 

Yes, without cheer of sister, ar 0'£ daughter, 
Yes, without stay of father nr of son, 

Lone on the land and homeless on the water, 
Pass I in patience till the wark iSi done. 

Yet nat in solitude, if Christ anear me, 
\Vorketh Him wonders fOir the great employ, 

Oh! not in solitude, if souls that hear me 
Catch from my joyancc the surprise of joy. 

Hearts I have won of s,ister or 0'£ brother', 
Quick on the earth or hidden in the sad, 

In every heart awaiteth me, another 
Frien,;d, in the blameless family of Go,d. 

\Vhat was their s,weet desire: and subtle yearning, 
Lovers and ladies whom their song enrols? 

Faint to the flame which in my breast is burning, 
Less than the love with \I'hich I ache fOir souls. 

* * * * * 
Give me a voice, a cry, and a complaining, 

Oh, let my sound be stormy in their ears! 
Throat that would shout, but cannot Sitay for straining, 

Eyes that would weep, but caniDDt wait for tears. 

Quick ill' a moment, infinite far ever, 
Send an arousal, better than I pray, 

Give me a grace upon the faint endeavour, 
Souls, for my hire, and Pentecost to-day. 

From St. Paul, by F. \V. H. !\IYERS. 
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€dltorlal. 
" Pray jor the peace of ]erusalem: they shall prosper that 

lo'Ve thee. 
Peace be within thy 7lJalls, and prosperity withiu thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions' sakes, I 'will now say, 

Peace be within thee. "-PSALM cxxii. 6, 7, 8. 
"The Lord doth build up Ieruwlem: he gathereth together 

the outcasts of Is rael. He healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their 'U1ounds." -PSADi cxlvii. 2, 3. 

The sorrowful news which reached us from Palestine towards 
the end of Aug-ust lIas truly heart-breaking .. 

\V c look to God to guide our Government in setting wrong 
things right, and in making inquiries as to the guilty authors of 
the outbreak. 

We should indeed all pray for the peace of Jerusalem at this 
time. May quietness prevail, and may ruined homes be rebuilt 
and protected. \Vould to God that the loving kindness shown by 
Christians might lead to Jewish hearts melting towards Christ. 
In returning- to their National home, they have not yet returned 
in heart to the Lord. It may be that many of them may look to 
Him now. 

" When it (their heart) shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall 
be taken away." 

The first l1Iumber of "Blessed be Egypt" was is,sued in 
Octoher, 1899. On lonkilllg back at tho'sle firs,t pages, we have felt 
that some of oUlr pres,ent readers might like to see them. And as 
we remember the thirty yearf, of hope and prayer, we thank our 
Heavenly Father for all that He has done for us. And yet how 
little we seem to have accomplished. 

Is it so? If we c()luld traverse the wh()lle of Egypt now, we 
::.hould find a widespread knowledge of the Lord J e~,us and of His 
salvation. 

\Vhat is wanted is the Presence and Power of the life-giving 
Holy Spirit. And this is given in ans!\ver to prayer still, and 
always. 

" Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the LO'rd." 

The Prayer Union for Egypt was started in r896, when a 
Cycle of Prayer was issued with the names of all the missionaries 
in Egypt, their Missions, and their special work. This led to their 
being more drawn together, as they learnt to know each other 
by name, and what each one was doing. 
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'Vhen " Blessed be Egypt" first came out it bore with the 
title the words , " A Quarterly P a per in connection with the Praye­
Union for Eg ypt, an d the Prayer Circle of the Eg ypt Mission 
Ban.d . " 

About a year later, :'I'fr. Ro()ms brought out the" E .G.M. 
News," and this gave the ncws of the Mission to the Prayer 
Circle of the Egypt Mission Bane!. " Blessed be Egypt" 
remained the paper of the Prayer Union for Egypt, a nd continued 
to g ive info rmation: about all Miss,ions there. It was g reatly helped 
by a beautiful Cover which Miss Trotter painted fo'r U S" " Every­
thing shall live wh ithersoever the River cometh. " 

In 1905, when the N ile Mission Press began its w ork, t he 
Committee kindl y took over the expense of the Magazine, 
\vhich at that time was about fifty pounds a year , and henceforth 
it became the paper of the Mission Press. 

The magazine continues to give news of other missions, but 
the N ile Miss ion Press holds a prominent place in it. 

The Prayer Cycle is still brought out every yea r, and is issued 
by the Mi ssion Press. We have ",itnessed man~' changes in 
Egypt which we knoll' ha ve come about in a ns\yer to praye r. 
'Ve believe real praye r o f faith may yet do much more . 

+ 
" BETWEEN THE DESERT ""iD THE SEA." By Lilias Trotter. Pu'b ­

li ,:hed by MesMs. Marsha ll, MOl'g<m and Scott , Ltd" London 
and Edinburgh. Price six shilJinKs, and sixpence. 
This is the last book w e shall ever have that is written bv 

Miss T m tter herseJf.' It is illustrated by s ixteen pla tes of priLe"~ 
less little miniature \I'ater colour sketches . The delicacy of touch, 
;:Ind of colouring are marvellous" a nd rarely to be found ebewhere. 
ft must have been a delight to the a rtis t to' do them, a nd to the 
sk ill ed \\'orkmen, who· have so a bly executed the \,,rork of printing 
them. 

The purpGse of the book is to awa kel1l a deeper, more se lf­
:.acrific ing resolve to take the Gospel of the Lord Jesus to the 
people who dwell in darkness and in the shadmv of death in spirit, 
althoug h humanJy, in so' SlUn ny a land. 

The book (her OWOi writing) teach es us' to know inltimately 
place after place which has hitherto been but a name to us. The 
characteristics of the di.fferent peoples, descenda nts from divers 
an cestors, a nd yet all Moslems now, made ,; o by force in days, gone 
by , give a wonderfuJly winniUlR picture. I t cannot be d ifficult to 
love these people. Trey have loving' hearts; and qui ckly respond 
when their confidence is gail1ied. MiS-50 T rotter loved them , and 
they felt it. At times sh e t ravell ed day after day, findi ng the m 
out, lod g ing am ong them , g iving them the wo rds of life, a nd pass­
ing on. The ha rvest wi ll be reaped by others. 

This. hook t ell s the story of one of these journey,;. Beginning 
with Alg iers, itself , we pas5 on to Plida, Mascora, Mi liana , 
Tunisia, Monastir, El Djerid, Tozeur, ?\fefta, Oued Souf, Tipaza; 
and the writing ends, with these words: 

" C~ear a nd strong stand out among the Tipaza stone ca rv­
jngs the two old Greek monograms, ' Kai Ho,' , Alpha, Omega, '-
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, Christ the King ,' , The First a nd the. last.' Unbroken, unw'orru, 
they have Il1 s ted through t he ages of the usurper. It is for us in 
this age to traniS.late them into fact . And when we, 00111 ou.r side, 
rise t'o the call that the time has come, it may be we shall see yet 
another timing from the heavenly side." 

Fo>r as yet the MQislem world has known n() share in those 
sudden mighty manifestations of God's Spirit that have been 
seen since Pentecost throug hout all ages, and in all lands. It 
may rest with our faith to set free in the land where God's cause 
has been put to shame, thi s final victory. 

For the sake Qif those whose eyesig ht may be failing, we 
wou.ld merutioll: that Iiss T rotter 's book is printed in large clear 
type, so that they may be sure of be ing able to read it with enjo,y­
ment. It is published in Association. with the Algiers Mission. 
Ban:d, 38, Outram Road , Croydon 

"ECGENE STOCK." A Biographical Study. By Georgina A. 
GQilloek. Pub-lis,hed by the Church M iss.ionary Society, Salis­
bury Square, LQindon. P r ice 3/ 6. 

The t1IaI11e of Eugene Stock was. a ho·usehold wQird to Sunday 
School teachers. mOire thalli half a century ago>. H e taught them 
ho,w to teach the Bible. Truly a n arm} of Eugene Sto'cks might 
find a career in England at the present time, fo·r the good of their 
coun try. 

This, book g ives an inter'esting accou nt of the beginning and 
the development and the clos ing days. of one who> has been a g reat 
power for good in the w'Orld. H e had the training of a man of 
business, the learning of an omnivorous reader, and the ability of 
the one who longs tQi impart his knowledge, and 'who, makesl hi ~,' 
students, lea rn to impart it th e l11 se l ve~ . 

As, a Secretary, for ma ny years at the Church Miss ionary 
Society, Eu.gene Stock worked marvels through hi s editoria l 
efforts. H e made miss ionary magaz ines thrillingly interesting. 
He set a new s tandard of missiona ry litera tu.re, and his, great work, 
,. The History of the Church Missionary Society," became a 
classic. 

H e was always a faithf ul Evangelical Chu rchman. Hi5 belief 
in the Bible never falt ered. H e was la rge-hearted and openr 

minded, and meIlJ of a ll schools of thought valued his fri endship 
a nd help. ThiS! is a book which will be widely read, a nd given. to 
friends. ' 

PER SON ALIA. 

MARRIAGE. -On 1st June, at St. Stephen's, Coleman Street, 
E.G , by t he Rev, J. H ooker'Ro,wdon, M.A. , of Iri sh Church 
Mission, Philip Sydney, only son: of Mr. and Mrs. UpSOIlJ, tOo 
Marjorie, youngest daughter of Irs. Free.man, of 54, Ferme 
Park Ro'ad, Stroud Green , 

Aft er the month of Oetobe!', Miss Vall' Sommer's address. w ill 
be;- 7, Embankment Gardens , Chelsea, LOondOon, S.\N·3, 

instead of Cuffnell s , \ Neybridge. 
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Reprint of part of fir st number of "Blessed be Egypt," issued 
October, 1899. 

prap~r Union for €gpl't. 
" S(~y , what is prayer, when it is prayel' indeed? " 
•• The mighty uttera,nce of a ntighty need." 
" That man is praying, who doth press with might 

Out of his da"rkness into God' s 0'l1m light." 

W
HEN shall we leam to pray, with that reality and 

intens,ity of seeking" fOir Q1thers, that we had for our­
selves when we first tQluched Christ. The littl e book­
let, .. A Challenge to F a ith," by Miss Trotter, fO'r 
the Mosilem world , published some three years agO', 
awakel1ied maruv Oof us to ' Q1ur un.bel ief in the mighty 

power of the Soru Q1f God to'-raise the dead. • 
The Lord Jesus stood by the grave of Lazarus, a nd said to 

Martha, •• Said I nOot unto thee, that if tho u wo uldst believe, thou 
should see the g lory of God? " 

Is He to-day saying the same vlords to us, as H e and we 
together look at the great vast multitudes, dead to the voice of 
the Son of God? 

The Lord looked away from the grave, and away frOom Martha 
to heaven, a nd sa id, " Father, I thank Thee that T hou hast heard 
Me, " even though Lazarus still lay there dead at His fe et. But 
when .I esus spoke the word , Life erutel 'ed and the dead came fo,rth. 
Does H e no t want us rumv tOi turn away from man to GOod, with 
the sure confidence that H e has heard u.s" a nd that the command­
ment Oof life has been g iven? And then may He speak with the 
voice tha t shall raise the dead. 

It may be that most of us who belong to the Prayer Union 
fOir Egypt, can onJy look back on four years of ha lf-hearted pray­
ing, with li ttle expectation:, and much forgetting ; and yet, th cll1lk 
God, H e has do ne fo r us more than we deserved. Each Miss,inn 
has increased its number of workers. There is a steady g rowth 
in the numbers of those w illing to list en. Cnnvers,ions a mong the 
Moslems have taken place. New schol)ls. have heen opened, neH" 
stations begun. 'vIrs. TOidd Osborne has found ed a Soldiers' H ome 
in Cai ro. The Y. W.C.A. has established an Institute a nd branch 
in Alexa ndria. The Egypt Mission Band was taken to Egypt by 
God's guiding hand; a nd there is renewed hope in GOld fo'r the 
Moslems . For all we thank and praise ou.r faithful God. 

But when we see how much He has done, when a few of us 
were so metime.s praying, what w ill H e no1 do, if afresh ull1Jitedly 
with one accord, and with steadfast purpose w e give ourselves to 
believing, expectant prayer? 

May we from our h earts say, L o·rd, teach liS to pray , and g ive 
liS the IQlve we lack for these dead souls, and enlighten our ignor­
ance, that we may know the greatness of their need. 

As the Lord J esus has given us a special promise of a nswer 
to prayer where two agree together to ask, and an added promise 
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of His assured presence where two meet together in His name, 
may we not carry this out in our prayer for Egypt? Will many 
twos agree together for an appointed time to meet together and 
bring definite petitions for defimte needs. vVill these two friends 
send in their names and day of prayer to the Secretary, that a Roll 
may be kept of the names and place and time, and petitions fur 
prayer and praise concerning present and pressing circumstances 
shall be sent to them. 

The Egypt Mission Band has instituted a day of prayer 
together, for Egypt, OIn the last day of every month, uniessl that 
day falls on a Saturday or Sunday, when the nearest convenienrt 
day is taken instead. 

May n,ot many of our Members be able to carry out the same 
thOlught? Where friends have once made an effort to' take a whole 
day, Dr a great part of the day for real definite prayer, they will 
try and do it again. 

\Ve propose to' keep Thursday and Friday, November 2nd 
and 3rd, as Days of Prayer for Egypt, Syria and Asia Min,or, at 
\Vimbledon. Friends able to join UIS are asked to send in their 
names, and particulars! shall be forwarded. 

This quarterly paper is intended to supply a long-felt need of 
information to OIur Prayer Union Members. 

We would invite communications from missionary friends in 
the Nile country; accounts of Mission stations, and of all branches 
of the work; needs as yet unsupplied, that are laid on the hearts of 
individual workers!, and records of answered prayer. The paper is 
not intended as a channel for collecting money, but as the need of 
mDney is often a burden: to our friends, we want in prayer tOi share 
th~ir burden, and would gladly take to heart any special need that 
anses. 

GORDON ASKS FOR PRAYER. 

FROM "THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY." 

" On Tuesday morning, February 19th, 1884, London saw a 
sight it had never seen before." 

The mOist conspicuous wDrd on the newspaper posters that 
morning was" PRAYERS." The Daily Telegraph poster exhibited 
the following words in the largest black letters :-

Gordon 

ASKS 

For the Prayers 

Of the English People 

and we know he had their prayers at that time, as few men have 
ever had them. But when the newspaper itself was opened, it was 
found that his request was for prayer not for himself, but for the 
Mos,lems by whom he was· surrounded! Were they prayed for? " 
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papus on €9VPt. 
(Written by the late J. Martin Cleaver.) 

No. I. 

II 
GYPT has been a ptly described as a lily with a ra ther 

~ 
long stalk , cur ved somewha t towa rds the end . If 
we imagine such , and caJI t he cup-sha ped flower the 
D elta o-r Lower Egypt, and the stalk Upper Eg ypt , 

\~::::z, we ha ve the two g rea t divis ions of the country. 
F rom W ady Haifa to Cairo the cOlll1!t'ry is practically 

the vaJley of the Nile , averag ing so me seven or eig ht miles, in 
width, but a t Ca iro, which w e may say is a t the jUinction, of the 
sta lk a n:d flowel· , the river d iv ides in.to-two mai n a rmsl, the ollie fol­
lowing N. VV. and reaching the Mediterra nean at Rosetta , the o,ther 
flowing N. E. and entering the sea at Damietta. Alexandria marks 
the western extremity of the fertil e country , and P o.rt Said , at the 
ent r'a nce to the S lIez Ca na l, the east ern ; a nd the distance between 
the two places iSi roughly T 3D miles. 

It is not however o'ur p resen t purpose t Oo describe the country 
hi storically or geographicall y , this has a lready been done times 
without number, but ra the r to put before our readers in as concise 
a fo rm a s! pOSis ible the disposit ion of th e present population, which 
represent s the need from a Chri stian sta ndpoint, and the forces 
which a re at work tOo meet this need. 

The object to be accomplished by the Church of Christ we 
aSSlIme to be pe rfectly dea r, v iz., the eva ngeliza tion of the present 
g enera tiol1l, that is the intelligent presentation of the simple g ospel 
of saJvat ion. by fa ith in Jesus Christ to each soul. \Ve believe the 
\ loslems a re utterly wit hou t hope, being w ithout Christ , and there­
fore without God in this world. And on the other hand we believe 
tha t how ever fill ed w ith prejudice th eir mi nds, and da rk their co.n~ 
sc iences , t here is tha t in. the gospel which can meet their need a nd 
make them sons and daughters of the Most High. Th ere may be 
ma ny other aspects Oof the wmk of the Christian missionary in this 
land, but fi rst and foremost his bUISiness is to fi nd a pD-int of con­
tact from which he may bring the living gospel , by th e power of 
the Holy Spirit, to bear on the mind and conscience of this people. 

H as this generation been evangelized? ""e do no t say con­
verted, but have they heard the truth, or have they had an oppor­
tunity of hearing it ? Are t he forces , which are at pres,ent being 
brought to bear upon the people, cap:1ble o,f dOoing the work ? Not 
what has been dOone, but rather what rema inS! to be done ought to 
be the s.t a ndpoint from which t hese questions, s,ho'll ld be answered. 
It is surely God' s stand point. Vve therefo re desire witho,ut much 
comment tOo g ive such facts a n.d fig u res as will enable each reader 
without much difficulty tOo judg e the mat ter for himself and her­
sdf, and having done so , vve \Vowd press upon a ll , the necesslity 
o f each o ne asking the question in the lig ht of eternity- " LOord, 
what wilt Thou: have ME to do ? " 

The fig ures a s- t o po pulation a re all taken from the last 
GOIVernment Censu s made 1st J une , 1897, a nd as to. Church 
Schools , pupils, etc., from the 1898 statistics of the Am erican Mis­
s ion. The o ther socie ties working a re confin ed in their operations 
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to Cairo, Alexandria, Rosetta, and KalYDub, a nd the ir work sO' far 
is, comparatively speaking, small. The C.M.S. have a Boys' 
School and a Girls.' School in Cairo, and the same in: oM Cairo, as 
well as: an hO'spital anld di,;pensary . The Nnrth Africa Mission. have 
a Girls' School in Alexandria. and one in Rosetta, and the Dutch 
MissiDn have a schoQlI in Kalyoub and one at the Barrage. 

Egypt proper, as we said before, consists of two parts, lower 
and upper. Governmentally the form er of these is divided intO' six 
PrO'vinces, and the latter into eight. But in add itiDn: to' these four­
teen Pro.vinces, there are six large towns not forming part of the 
Pwvince in which they are situated and governed independently. 
These towns, which we may call ., Governorships," are Cairo, 
Alexandria, Damietta, Port Said and the canal, Suez and Arisih. 
Speaking generally, out of the population of 9t millions, 4i mil­
lions are in Lower Egypt, 4miIJions in Upper Egypt, and I million 
in the" Governorships. II Out of 112,500 fo,reigners, 98,000 arc 
in the" Governorships, II and only 3,000 in Upper Egypt. The 
Christians and] ew'S nUlm ber ab(}ut three-qua rters, of a million, and 
two-thirds of these are in Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said and Suez. 
By Christians we mean Greek Orthodux , Roman. Catholics, Coptic 
Protesta nts, an d other smaller s,ects·, The Evangelicals, or Pro­
testant adherents do not number 1 in 400 of the population, and 
church members nO't I in 1,7 So. Tn. Lower Eg-ypt the Mm;,lems 
form about 98 per cent. o,f the populatiDn, and ill' Upper Egypt 
about 88 per cent. 

At a glance therefore we can see thClt the need of the cou.ntry 
is the need of the M oslerns, and althoug'h some co'n,sider the best 
way to reach them is by working amongst the Christians until the 
reproach of a nominal Christianity is. roBed away, yet we cannot 
but feel that this a nd many succeeding generations of our brethren, 
tht' followers of the false prophet, must peris,h without light o,r 
po'ssibili ty of it, if their evangelization: wait this mo,st des,irable 
cons ummation.. The work amongst the effete Christian. Churches 
must go orr "and be pushed to' its ultmO's.t, but at the same time 
a special effDrt must be made to reach the Moslems, by the direct 
preaching of the Gospel. This means special workers, with a 
special training, using special methods, and above all, determined, 
unceasing, faithful intercesso'ry prayer foc ussed on the special 
effort. 

To tho,roughly understand the need and supply we must take 
up each province separately and see how the work of the Kingdom 
stands, and in order that the mind may appreciate and earnestly 
weigh the facts, we purpo,se dividing these articles into sho'rt SIeC­

tions, containing just enough info'rmation to' form the subject of 
intelligent prayer. I ll' this, the first, beginl11,ing with Lower Egypt, 
we will take, the 

BEHEIRAH PROVINCE, 

situated west of the western branch of the Nile. Geographically 
speaking, Alexandria lies in this province, but we exclude it as 
being governmentally separate, taking it in its prope r place 
amo,ngst the " Govern{)lr~lhips. " 

The popuJatioB of this Province is 631,000, of whom 621,000 
are Mo'slems,. These are scattered over seven districts, co'ntaining-

* 
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about 2,947 towns, villages, and centres of populatiQn. Most of 
these villages are small, there being only 219 of them exceeding 
1,000. In addition to these there is the Oasis of Suva with some 
5,000 souls. By means of light railways this Province is being 
opened up wonderfully now, hundreds of these little hamlets being 
a,ccessible in the easiest manner. The bulk of the people are fella­
heen, cultivators of the soil, simple, ignorant, kindly people as a 
rule, but bigoted Moslems with aIlJ intense hatred of anything that 
would seem in their eyes to lower the digIlJity of their prophet, or 
exalt any to' be a .partner with " Allah. " 

THE FORCES MEETING THE NEED. 

To evangelize these 63 1,000, of whom 98t per cent. are Mos­
lems, what force has evangelical Christianity in the field? Foreign 
missioIlJaries are represented by two ladies of the N .A. M., living 
and carrying 'On a school at Rosetta, a town of 14,000 inJ13bitants 
'On the extreme coast line. Damanhur, the principal tQwn, with 
32,000 people, and the centre of a district of 92,000, with 52 vil­
lages rollJnd it, has no foreign missionary resident there, the evan­
gelical work being represented by a Boys' School with 4 teachers 
and 275 pupils, and a Girls' School with I teacher and 65 pupils, 
the school being used onl the Sabbath as a preaching place for the 
native evangelisit or pastor. The church members (Protestants) 
of the whole Province only number 18, and the average attendance 
at the Protestant services 43. There is some colportage work 
being done by the American Bible Society, of which we have no 
details, but the fact that probably 88 men and 99 women out of 
every hundred are unable to read, lessen'S the value of this wor'~ 
just at present. Only two tOWIlJS out of the hundreds, in this Pro~ 
vince are partially occupied. The district of Abu Hommos 
containing 48 village'S aIlJd 68,83 [ souls; the district of Shibra 
Khait with 77 villageS! and 90,000 sOUlls,; the district of Kair ed 
Dawar with 20 villages and 48,000 souls; the district of N egeelal1 
with 72 villages and 143,000 souls; and the district of .4 tih el 
Baroud with 76 villages and r 30,000 souls, are all lying in dark­
ness, waiting-for' what? Perhaps. one is waiting for you, dear 
reader. All at any rate are lying in the evil one, condemned by 
the religion of the false prophet, and the carelessness of the Church 
of ChriSJt ! 

Here then is. a Province, the first you will set foot on as you 
land at Alexandria, traversed and intersected by canals., a busy 
hive of industry, but witho1L,t ] eS1ls.: 63 1,000 souls scarcely toucHed 
as yet. Remember half of these are \vomen:, who can: O'nly be 
reached by their s,isters, 994 out of every 1,000 of them are unable 
to' read, slaveS! of men, bOUIlJd by an unspeakable tyranny. Anld 
also remember" England's burden," the burden which the Lord 
of judgment has rolled upon the Church in England. Are we 
gO'ing to' really seriously take it up as, " good stewards of the mani­
fQld grace of God? " 

I 5th Sept., 1899. 
J. :VIARTIK CLEAVER. 

(In our next number we shall hope to print an article on the 
Beheirah Province as it is now, thirty years after.) 
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prap~r for tbos~ wbo an studping tht Scrl.,turts 
in lbt Co.,rtc (burCh . 

• 

BOUT a year ago I dis:co~ered that a small number of 
cop. ts met together (in a pri~ate house.) daily at fi~e 
p.m. for the study of God's \;Yord. I was present 
at one of these meeting's and found about a do,zen 

~E2S= => m~~ coThllected tOfiether. The portiodn. reahd wNas Acts
f X~I11. . e meetmg- was con1mence 1111 t e a rne 0 

the Trinity and dosed w ith prayer. 
Las t Fehruary, I heard that these meetings were still gomg 

on, hurt were held three times a week. 
" THE ENTRANCE OF THY W ORD GIVETH LIGHT" (Ps. cxix. 130). 
8th Sept., 1&j9' F. J. H. 

In Fehruary last, while itinera ting-, I visited the village of 
S-- (in the province of Menfeyah) just to see an ex-patient befO're 
starting on my bicycle to catch my train at Barrage. 

As usual I had partaken of my friend's hospitality, and a 
crowd of men had gathered to· s·ce me. Quite unexpectedly one 
s.a id, " Have you g ot YO'llir book with you ? " and a man stt tting 
next to me, whose two chiklren had been in the hospita l, s:aid at 
once, "Tell us about Siadna Musa and the brazen s.erpent! " 
There was an oppo,rtunity, and I tried to preach Christ crucifi ed. 
Just a year hefo re, my hos t had been a patient at Old Cairo ho&­
pital, and had told one of the nurses. 0 11 hearing abo ut J esUis Christ 
the Son of God, the Saviom" of the world, that if she said that in 
his village sihe wouJd be kill ed! 

A few days befo're, I had met with a still more remarkable 
case, showing how that ev en MOSLEMS sometimes w elcO'me the 
pure teaching of Christ when: they hear it fO'r .the first time. 

While sittilllg in the guest room of the Omdeh's hOouse in the 
village of M---, a weIl-to-do F ellah came and spoke to me. I 
could n.ot remember where I had seen him befo're, but h e explained 
that he had consulted me at Old CairO' about his; little gid, and 
gave me a warm invitatio·flJ to' v is it his village, of which he was the 
Omdeh. Next morning he sent his mare and donkey fOor U6 1. It 
was Friday, and shortly after .our a rrival all the men went .off to' 
prayers, except our host. H e showed me his hand, two fingers of 
which were bound up; and he told me that a camel had bitten him 
a short time before, and the fourth finger had been injured, and 
as th e sore was not healed he could not pmy! 

I opened my Bible at St. John iv. and read what CHRIST had 
sa id about the true worship. H e was greatly pleased, and as ked 
me why I had not told him that when he came to see me ab out his 
little girl! It was a rebuke which I hope to profit from in future. 
H ere surely are suhjects for :--

PRAISE :-That the simple Fellaheen of Egypt a re becoming 
m6(e and more accessible to the Gospel. 

H UMILIATION :-That we Christians are doing so little to reach 
the thousands of viIlages in Egypt . 

PRAYER :-That GOD may thrust forth His labourers into the 
villages. 

8th Sept., 1899. F. J. HARPUR. 
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A
s we face the Winter's work, it is at 

once patent to all that our Committee, 
as well as our Director on the Field, 
w ill be facing great difficulti es. 

The proposed new regime in Egypt, 
added to the grave crisis in Palestine, must 
of necessity prove an anxious time to those in 

charge of the work of the N .M.P. 
] t was there fore with the g reatest 
thankfulness to God tha t we received 
a cable from Jerusalem stating, " All 
safe well. Wald." 

A letter has just been received 
from Mr. Upson, dated 30th Aug ust, 

telling us of the arriva l of his wife and himself in 
Cairo. He tell s us that one of our workers came 
down from Jerusalem the night previously, and says 

that" things are daily improv ing, " and suggesting that we pray 
for Brigadier-General Dobbie, who is in charge of the troops 
there. 

During the long hot summer, Mr. Menzies was left in cha rge, 
and whibt Mr. Upson. wasi home on a short furlough he has. been 
carrying on, ably assisted by Mr. W ald and Mr. Kinnear, a nd 
Yacub Eff. Essa a nd others. He says that although there have 
been, of cOUirse, certain difficultie5;, neverthelesSi work has been 
plentiful , and even the E ng li sh work, which had dropped off 
ve ry considerably, has recently taken a turn for the better and 
they have plenty in hand. 

They are hoping to hold a special "Literature \ iV eek" in 
Ca iro, to take place about the third week in October, and our 
fri ends on the Field are urg ing tha t those who read the Magazine 
should prepare the way by prayer. Kindly remember thi s. 

By the time thi s Magazine is in the hands of our readers, we 
trust tha t Miss Baker may have sailed for the Field. Miss Baker 
is joi ning the Secretar ial' D epartment, and comes from a parish 
in :-Jew Ferry, nr. Birkenhead. vVe commend he r to tr. e prayers 
o f our readers, as also her widowed mother who, in yielding Miss 
Baker to God's service, is making a great sacrifice. 

We are glad to be able to state that the money for the new 
ca r has been forwarded to A 1ge ri a. A special body will need to 
be built, but we are hoping that the first tournee will be made 
with our own and Algiers Mission Band workers sometime dur­
ing November. Please pray that God will be with them as they 
vis,it Northem Saharan places . The objectiveS< being kept in 
view are primarily evangelistic work and book distribution; 
secondly, testing the car, and estimated cost and plans for future 
journeys; and, thirdly, "reconna issances" in detail, for routes, 
supplies, etc. 

At this juncture, we would like to introduce to our friends 
two ne w' native workers fo r whom the N.M.P. has become 
responsible, the one- Mr. Salvador Lull- and Mohammed Ali . 
]t is possible that both these may go on this trip, if God so 
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guides. Mr. Lull has had three years at Pastor Saillens' 
Institute in France and is a fully-trained man. As these men are 
all part of the forward movement of the work in North Africa; 
we commend them to your prayers. We shall be needing their 
salaries month by month. 

We wish again to bring before the Christian public our need 
of a Home Deputation Secretary-either a lady or gentleman, 
as God may guide. One who has the Moslem World upon their 
heart and feels it to be a call of God. As the matter is urgent, 
and no one whom the Committee feels suitable has come forward, 
we ask you to continue to pray that the need may be met speedily. 

vVe are glad to be able to state this month that Miss 
Mollison, who came home on sick-leave, seems to be recovering 
splendidly, and we trust that the doctor will give her permission 
to return about the end of November. 

There is one other matter which is upon our hearts at the 
moment. There has been an open space at the back of our 
Cairo property, through which the best air gets to our workers, 
and some of us are wondering whether it would not be well to 
purchase this plot of ground so as to preserve this health-giving 
aspect intact. As the work increases we shall certainly need to 
enlarge. The question before our minds is whether God would 
have us acquire this property, and we are anxious to know His 
mind in the matter. V,,'ill some of you take this matter definitelv 
on your hearts for intercession. - -

I was able to visit three of the Seaside Services for their 
Missionary Days. At Cromer, Southwold and Filey, we had 
times of special interest, and we were led to understand that 
lives have been definitely dedicated to Christ for work on the 
Foreign Field. May the pledges then given to God be kept in 
the years to come, is our heart-felt prayer. 

I should be very grateful for any openings for Drawing­
room or other Meetings in the New Year, and would urge any 
who could arrange, even a small Meeting, to write me on the 
subject, after praying over the matter in secret. 

I have been asked to say how gladly we welcome Miss 
Trotter's last book, "Between the Desert and the Sea," with 
reproductions of her original paintings, and written in her inimit­
able style. vVe are stocking this, and the price is 6/- per copy, 
plus 6d. postage. 

Since gOling tOl press" we have received news of the " HOIme­
Call" of onel of olUr most devoted Local Secretaries, MisS! Pescod, 
of vVallasey. N 01 nne' has laboured more in prayer and effort for 
the work th'allJ this! servant of Christ. A beautiful Home-go,ing­
called in the act of dressing, without previOlus warning. Hers. 
was the same passing as that of Enoch nf nld, of whOlm it is 
written, " He was nOil, fOlr GOld took him." And of her alsOl, it is 
true, that she pleased God'. AlwayS! a sufferer, no. one will ever 
know of the long night watches when she laboured in, prayer for 
" all sorts and co.nditions of men." Who. followS! in her' train? 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

General Secretary. 
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Dorf", €aSl, mUl and Soul.,. 

N 
E. VV. S. . . .. In the boyhood days of long ago, 

someone put it up to us that the word News was 
• derived from the initi al letters of the four points of the 

compass-N, E, W, S- -a pretty little conceit, no doubt 
derived from coincidence. Be that as it may, we have recently 
travelled to the West and North, then to South and East; while, 
all the time our message is a world-wide one . 

.. Far North and South, in burning deep desire, 
Till East and 'Vest are caught in Love's great fire." 

Loohing Northward. A few days before leaving on fur­
lough, a cable came to tell me of my mother's dangerous illness. 
We found, on arrival, that the doctor had not expected her to 
surv ive the night; prayer was, however, answered for her and 
for us all, and she is still with us, though frail. 

Whilst in England there is a lways a mass of business to be 
a ttended to, even without deputation work, for our book agents 
anid ou r paper mills. are a ll over there. My w ife and I, ho,weveT, 
were most g.rateful for a month's real holiday, part of it being 
spent flear Torquay with our friends of almost fif ty years-the R ev. 
W. and Mrs. Dickins. 

In preparing for our N.M.P. Annual Meeting, I had had it 
strongly laid upon me to deal with the serious problem of Finance, 
and, as a matter of fact, had put my remarks into writing, and 
then-strangely enough-there was no time to give the address 
I had prepared, and so the remarks were not uttered at that 
time. I wonder why? \Vas it that more attention might be 
paid to them in, writing after several more months' reflectionr 
This is what I was going to say :-

.. There has been a heavy fall in our income and two or more departments 
of our work are in real danger ; in fact, this year's Budget has been pI ulled 
and cut <town below safety-point. Why did the ' Vestris' ~ink last willter ? 
Because it was' below water-mark,' i.e., below safety-point. Our present budget 
is cut below sa fety-poin t , and our Egyptian staff has been too greatly rfduccd " 

That was the gist of the remarks that were never uttered. 
still wonder what was God's plan, and how H e is going to 

provide. 

One orr the moost enjoyable visits was that paid t oo Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford, where the Principal had in:vited me to address· his 
studenlts" iill view oof their propoosed visit to. Egypt and Palestine 
this summer. Anid, later on'-before my return--no fewer than 42 
turned up at our Cairo Headquarters, and the Principal mailed me 
the follmving kind note;-

Dear Mr. Upson , 

As from WycJiffe Hall, 
Oxford. 

We had the pleasure of visiting this m orning the Nile Mission Press. Our 
part.v of 42 was divided into two halves , Dr. Zwemer t"king OI'e. and Mr. 
Menzies the other, and we were shown over the premises and the press. 
The fact that you had been with us at WyC\iffe and at Oxford last term added 
to onr interest in the work oftl le N.M.P., and we listened with deep interest 
ag" ill to some of its aims and achievelllents, and we have no doubt about its 
appeal. 

G . F. GRAHAM-BROWN. 
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Eas tward B ound. "And when t he Orient glows w ith mig ht a main , 
He h ies him to th e field and fold again ." 

On the 1 st of August, I left Southampton fo r Alg iers, being 
" seen off " from Waterloo by a little company of really interested 
fri ends. (It was wonderful that I was able to get on the Neder­
land ship at a ll, fo r it had been full for some time-with a 
" waiting-li st "-but prayer did it, a nd Mr. Collinson helped . 
Still more wonderful wa s the way my wife obtained a passage by 
P . & O. " Ra jputana" direct to Port S aid, reaching there·--as it 
turned out- on 28th Aug ust, t he very day I g ot there by a 
devious route. Truly our " prayer-helpers" a re a real force. ) 

About eleven busy days were spent in. Alg eria , a t the home o f 
Mr. and Mrs . Theobald, during which t ime I \yas enabled to vi sit 
the A. M. Ba nd s ta tio n a t D ellys a nd the North Africa Mission 
at Cherchell. Also to have ChristiaIlJ fellowsh ip with a IlJum be r 
of workers, some E ng li sh , some America n, some Algerian. 

The Professor of Arabic a t a large Moslem college in the fa r 
west of Algeria-- nearly to Morocco-ca me to see m e, and in the 
course of conversation , in classical Arabic, freely admitted tha t 
the one half of I slam (the right wing, so to speak) had g one 
right o ff the lines af ter m odernis tic views, probably to end up 
in agnosticism. The other- call it the " extreme left "-had 
g one on burying itself a live in trad ition and fa naticism, and there 
was no hope the re ! What t hen ? Christ said , " I a m the Way, 
the Truth a nd the Life." " Yes," sa id the professor , " your 
way is the m iddle way , but- .. .. It 's a difficul t m a tter. " 
It is! Let us remember him and others like him. 

S till E astward. It is a long run by ra ilway to Consta ntine, 
the capital of East Alg eria; leaving a t 7 a .m. , I r eached my 
week-end destination about 7-30 p.m . , after a very hot jo urney. 

On the Monday a still longer ra il journey occupied from 
7-50 a.m. until 11-30 a t nig ht, when I was met a t Tunis by my 
old fri end Evan Short , of the No rth Afri ca M ission. H e had 
been superintending a young convert for us, a nd vve hope, ulti­
mately, to ma ke him a colporteu r in one o f t he dis tricts of North 
Africa. 

The Rev. M,r . R Qlbh, of t he A,mtrican Methodist Miss,ion, mOist 
kindly travelled for eig ht hours in order t o spend the day with us 
and tOi talk a n.d pray. H ow intere!';t ing it a lways is tOo see ho'w 
wOorker's 0'£ different nationalities , a nd o f very different organisa­
tions, ean anld do g et together Oonl the basis of "Thin.gs tha t 
matter ! " 

After three happy days o f what . Methodis ts would call 
"Conversation upon the Work of God ," I left the Shorts ' happy 
home and sailed for Palermo and Nap les, then , after one day's 
wait a t Naples, I g ot a third-class "emigrant" passage by 
O rient line to P ort Sa id , a rriving in the la te evening of 28th 
Aug ust. 

Still Farther E ast. Wha t of Pa lestine ? Perhaps it would 
be best not to discuss the situation just now-in fact, it is too 

Also, 
Then 

early for a nyone to m ake any prono uncement whatever. 
we are promised tha t there shall be a n officia l inquiry. 
let us wait. 

Meanwhile , it is with heartfelt tha nks to God that we can 
report: firstly, that all our workers are safe, so far ; secondly , 
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that we have acceded, with much pleasure, to a request from the 
Commanding Officer in Palestine, that Mr. George Wald shall, 
in his even ings, work among British troops for a month; thirdly, 
Mr. John R. Menzies, my deputy-superintendent, was able to get 
through to Mt. Lebanon for a needed change. For all of which 
Laus Deo. 

* * * * * * * 
I:ooking Westward. vVhilst waiting for supper at Con­

stantll1e, we watched the sun slowly "going West, " and our 
thoughts turned to the friends of N.M.P.-who have" gone 
Home" this past year. So many of them! Lilias Trotter, 
Albert Head, Charles Inwood, F. B. Meyer, Mrs. Studd, Gordon 
vVatt, St. Clair Tisdall, Reuben Torrey, Temple Gairdner, and 
many more. 

Meanwhile, as the sun was setting behind one range of hills 
on the 'Nest , we saw changes taking place in the contours of the 
range-behind-range from Constantine to the sea. 

The comparatively "little" hills, that o,nly showed when 
the sun 's rays fell directly upon them, fai led to appea r after sun­
set- their size and importa nce had previously been exaggerated 
through the fierce lig ht- but the really great mountain-ranges 
stood out quite clea rly in the gathering twilight, silhouetted 
against the sky-line. 

Even so, when our li fe's sun decline~towards the West, we 
shall find tha t only the Great T hing s stand out, and many minor 
matters unduly exaggerated in the limelight of daily life-will, 
a nd must, take a secondary place. "ViII not our helpers ask on 
our behalf that we may ever distinguish things that differ and 
" Keep First Things First." "\Visdom is better than rubies," 
but the culture of souls is more precious than dia monds! 

* * * * * * * 
Looking Southward. During my vis.it tOI Algeria, plans were 

made for a party of three or four men (members of Algiers Mis­
sion Band but one of them supported by N.M. P.) to take the new 

ile Mission Press motor-ear- just being built, with extra petrol 
tanks, etc., at a cost of £35o--to a very important oasis" down 
South," about 300 miles from Alger ia. The car will spend some 
weeks there, but meanwhile one of the number ,,\' ill push forward 
to reconnoitre still farther South, for further advance. There is 
a g reat "urge " drawing us to these South lands. As Mrs. 
Elwin (widow of a former Bishop of Sierra Leone) said to me at 
Oxford-I< I have felt greater urge for the desert, since Miss 
Trotter died, than ever before. She seems to be urg ing by her 
spirit. " 

A remarkable man- -Rev. the H on. Baptist Noel- wrote, 
nearly fifty yea rs ago :-

.. Each barren crag, each desert rude , 
Holds THEE within its sohtud,,; 
And Thou wilt bless the wanderer there 
Wh o makes his solitary prayer." 

But s ince those lines were written, hundreds of thick ly-peopled 
oases have been discovered, and we now know something of the 
search for God being made by the Sufis, or mystics of the South 
lands. 
Cairo, sth September, '929, A. T. U. 
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corr~~·DOUS~ "tsilallon €uangdtsm. 
REV. ALBERT G. EDWARDS. 

[NOTF;.-;\lr. Edwards. the author of th,s article. is a missiuuary of tile United 
Mission in Mesopotamia. He is called" Father of the Bookbag" by his coffee 
house friends because he carrie5 his literature in a small brown haud bag.-ED.] 

FATHER of the Bookbag, what are you reading?" 
" Is it Arabic? " 
" Let me see it!" 
Thus a portion of Christian literature goes into 

circulation, for the Arab takes the tract , sits down on another 
bench in the coffee house, and reads it. Before long, attracted 
by his interest, others are almost sure to make the same request. 

This describes in essence the method of evangel ism we have 
been led to use in Hillah. During our first few weeks here in 
the fall of Ig26 many came to our house for conference and read­
ing, and this gave us an opportunity for interesting discussion 
a nd reading of the Gospel. Soon, however, the Shiah religious 
leaders forbade the people to vis it us; our house was effectively 
boycotted, callers were afraid to come. \Vhat was to be done? 

If the Arab would not come to hear the Gospel, then the 
Gospel must be taken to the Arab. Our Iraqi evangelist, 
Michael, and I, taking handbags of books and tracts, went out 
into the bazaars, · g iving tracts to those who seemed to want 
them, and selling some of the larger books . As we went we 
found many opportunities for conversation and religious discus­
sion, but as we noticed that people were nearly always gathered 
in the coffee houses, we began going to them. Here we found 
that the Lord had set an open door for us. 

The coffee house has an important function in the life of the 
Arab, especially in Iraq. It is, of course, what it appears to be 
at first s ig ht : a loafing place for the idle, whether idle from 
necessity (as are so many of the unemployed in Iraq) or from 
choice. It is the Arab' s chief place of recreation, and af ter work 
he goes to the coffee house ins tead of to his home, and whiles 
away the hours with backgammon, chess, checkers, or cards, or 
in sitting and wa tching, or listening to the screech of the phono­
graph. The coffee house is also the place for the retailing of 
news and discu ssion~the deba ting club of the Arab. Besides 
this it serves as a reception room for ma ny men, as the majority 
of them live in tiny hou ses and the seclusion of thei r women 
makes it impossible to receive g uests at home. Finally, the 
coffee house is a business office where many important transac­
tions are negotiated and the necessary documents signed. 

Here, then , is an. ideal field for evangelistic work, and its 
advantages have appeared to us more and more as we have gone 
on with the work. Here the Arab can be met informally and seen 
as he really is. Here the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ can. be 
presented to all classes of men in personal conversation~for all 
classes frequent the coffee houses. H ere the people are seldom 
preoccupied, and like the people of Athens are eager to hear or 
tell some new thing. Many feel lonely with the loneliness that 
existSi in cro.wds aru::l want so.mething to. read or someone with 
whom to talk. The Arab's hospitality is another factor which 
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makes the coffee house an ideal centre for work, and nearly 
everywhere we have been weleomed. In only one coffee house 
among the scores we have visited have we been refused permis­
sion to sit, and in nearly a1\ we have been served. Among the 
more fanatical of the Shiahs our cups \\-ere taken to the river after 
we drank the tea, and washed ceremoniously to free them from 
the defilement caused by our use of them; but even so we were 
weleomed. 

Once seated and served in the coffee house, the question 
becomes, " How can \I"e get our literature into circulation?" 
Often we have found that to s it quietly and read silently is 
sufficient, for curiosity is a powerful motive with the Arab; he 
wants to know what th ~ stranger in his midst is reading. Some­
times our colporteur and I sit together and one reads to the other. 
Before long we find an a udience" listening in." One man comes 
to mind-a "hammal" or carrier of burdens- who could not 
read, but who liked to listen to the Gospel stories. In time he 
came to buy Scripture portions so that his fri ends could read 
them to him by night. Often when he would find me in a coffee 
house he would drum up a n audience and get me to read of the 
Feeding" of the Five Thousand. He kept the crowd in order and 
qlllestioned variOluf; ones. on what we had been, reading, being very 
particula r about the arithmetic. Once in a neig hbouring town , 
by the same method of reading to our col porteur, we gathered an 
audience of about sixty people, \\"ho sa t through the reading of 
some six chapters of the Gospel, with explanations and testimony 
to the power of the Saviour frequently interspersed. 

The literature which we use comes la rgely from the Nile 
Mission Press in Cairo and is ,,"ell caleulated to arouse curiosity 
and interest . The "Story Parables" published by this press 
are little eig ht-pag e tracts giving a simple story and pointing to 
the need of a Saviour, and to the fact that the Lord Jesus is the 
one S av iour. 'vVe have found these most attractive, for the 
attention is drawn at once by the striking pictures on the cover. 
Another very useful series of tracts is "Christian Sermons on 
Koranic Texts." The verse of the Koran usually printed on the 
cover often leads the Arab to ask for the tract. Portions of the 
Gospels are a lways in demand, for many like to hear us read 
tllem. Often they wi1\ be interested in some Gospel incident 
having a point of similarity to their own experience or work. 
All of these types of literature make vehicles through which we 
try to present the fact of the death of Christ and His resurrection, 
and that it was for us. 

What have been the results of this method of work? Seed 
has been sown throughout the whole Hillah district and over 
20,000 tracts and books have gone into circulation. Many have 
learned what the Lord Jesus claimed to be and what He claimed 
to do. Forceful proof 'of this is seen in the issue of several 
bitterly anti-Christian books by the Moslems of Nejaf, attacking 
the Christianity of the Gospels , not the popular superstitions 
concerning it. 

One Mullah-a teacher and quite well read in things Moslem 
- heard the message in a coffee house in a neighbouring town. 
He followed us to Hillah, and came often for reading and instruc­
tion. Then on.e day, after spending much of the night in medita-
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tion, he told us how God had led him to faith in our crucified and 
risen Saviour. He asked for baptism quickly, saying that he 
was an old man and wanted to make his profession without delay, 
that it might not be put off too long. Last November he was 
baptized, and since then he has been out among the tribes, wit­
nessing for his Saviour and reading with friends and distributing 
tracts. All this is done together with his own work, for he 
receives no remuneration from the mission, 

But these results are external-what silent persuasive testi­
mony has been borne only God knows. It is only as His Spirit 
works in the hearts of the people that they will turn to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for salvation from their sins. The chains of cus­
tom, the fear of ostracism, the loss of means of livlihood, and the 
dread of sudden death can only be overcome by the power of God, 
and men be given courage to come out openly and fearlessly as 
Christians. It is our request to those ,vho read this that they 
will continually remember the ,vork in Iraq in their prayers, that 
the Lord may strengthen our work by His Spirit, and raise up 
from among this people a strong witnessing Church. 

(From {( Neglected Arabia. ") 

mom~nt m¢dltatlons. 
By 1. LILIAS TROTTER. 

A Lullaby or a Battle Cry? 
{( The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Glwst, be with you all e1'ermore, 
Amen." 

Sunday after Sunday the words have sounded in our ears, 
closing the hours of worship in a hush of spirit round the Father's 
footstool: service rendered in his sanctuary, hearts rested by its 
stillness. That is what they have meant, and yet may mean. 

But if these three mighty gifts really come to us and remain 
with us, they will mean more than this-they will mean not 
"peace, but a sword." 

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ." What does that 
mean? "Ye know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich." Do we still want that 
grace? 

"And the love of God." "God so loved . . . . that he 
gave "-gave all He had to give. Do we still want His love? 

"And the communion of the Holy Ghost." "He that is 
joined unto the Lord is one spirit." Do we really want to be 
" one spirit" with Him in our life and service? Or are we afraid 
that this might lead us too fast and too far? 

" Evermore-Amen." \Vell for us if that IS our answer. 
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The Faith that Honors God. 

A faith that will believe without encouragement from 
others.-Abraham (Gen. 18: 9-15; Rom. 4: 19, 20). 

A faith that will believe without encouragement from God.­
The syrophenician woman (lVIatt. 15: 22-28). 

A faith that will believe without previous experience.-N oah 
(Heb. I I : 7). 

A faith that will believe without hurrying to prove. - The 
nobleman of Capernaum (John 4: 47-53)· 

It is this calm, unswerving steadiness that marks matured 
faith, though many a tottering moment is apt to spoil its earlier 
steps while the evil heart of unbelief remains. For unbelief: 

Wavers (James 1 : 6), 
Staggers (Rom. 4: 20), 
Stumbles (Rom. 9: 32 ), 

Draws back (Heb. !O : 38), 
Falls (Heb. 4: J I), 

and it is only when not only a ll falling is eliminated, but a ll 
hesitancy a nd all tremor, that it opens the way for God's 
omnipotence. 

Growing Points. 

There is a specially essentia l part of the structure of every 
twig of bush and plant extremely sensit ive by reason of the 
tenderness of the growth shrouded in it, and intensely important 
because of a ll the future possibilities of unfolding included in it. 
T t is the growing point. 

You can str ip off a fe\\" leaves or gather a few flowers here 
and there, and the plant still thri ves, thrives the better, it may 
be, for its loss But any injury to the gro\\"ing point blights or 
twists or stunts the symmetry and the development that might 
have been. 

Our souls if thev are healthy have always their growing 
points-specia l truths' that God is making clear to us, specia l 
points of charact er with which He is dealing, special lines of 
inward experience where His quickening g race is at work. Let 
us deal heedfully with all such unfolding center s that no careless­
ness on our own side, no lack of co-operation with Him who 
worketh in UlS, no harbol[ing of known evil may touch these 
precious sensitive points of our souls, w ith their unknown 
possibilities in the eternity that lies before us. 

+ 
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(tUtrs from a mlsslonarp in tb~ Sudan. 
Heiban, Nuka Mt. Province , 

A-E. Sudan, 

27/5 / 28. 

E have now entered the rainy season, and although it 
is correctly summer time , the days are coo ler, due to 
the pres,em:::e of clouds. 

After a heavy rain, winged white ants may some­
times be seen swarming out of tin,y holes in the 
ground, and as they fly upwards ta ke the shape 0'£ 

an inverted cone, which gradually loses its form as they scatter in 
all directions. 

Numerous swallows may light UpOIli a swarm 0'£ these ha pless 
ins,eets, which fa ll an easy prey to the swalloi\V as he da rts swiftly 
hither and thither feeding on the w ing. At nig ht these frail four­
winged creatures a re a ttracted to the light of the lamp. If they 
are fortuna te enough to survive their maiden flig ht, they soon dis­
card their wings, pair off, and live once more a mundane life. This 
ambitiouS' Right of g-reat llIumbers of them often ends in tragedy, 
which may be one of several ways-drowned in paols of water, 
carried off captive by black ants or by the small tree ant, entrapped 
in spider webs, or preyed upon by birds. 

Sometimes a hawk may be observed high in the air catching 
larger in.sects in its tal OlliS and devouring them. 

N Ulm be rs of black al1lts, fl ooded out of their subterral1lean gal­
leries, are blown into pools of water. They swim to the edge of 
the pool, but only an odd one is able to reach land in safety, as 
they have not the streng th to overcome the surface tension of tht 
water. Although almost touching solid ground, they are yet unablt 
to reach it. 

H ere and there bright scarlet-coloured spiders quickly attract 
one's attention. 

A. host of cicada'S a rrive a t the entrance of their underground 
homes or find thei r way into tree;; or the roofs of buildings, and 
fiil the air with their sO'rugs' ; and as even.ing closes in a muJtitude 
of frogSi help to swell the noctur'nIal chorus . 

As the rain.y season progresses, Nature ca IlS! forth a great 
reinforcement of plant and insect life. The g-rowth of vegetation 
is exceeding ly abUindant and rapid, and the country becomes 
quickly tral15fo,rmed in.to a sea of vivid green. The steely grey 
lifeless-loo king tekeldi tree bursts simultaneo'Ulsly into leaf and 
large white blosrom. 

One of the commonesit trees of this part of the Sudan is, the 
acacia, from a species of which gum arabic is obtained. Most, if 
not all, of the acacias have sweet-scented blossoms; some have a 
dark red , others a white bark; and many of them have long thorny 
spikes. The wood 0'£ the acacia is very hard. The ta.bernacle of 
th~ children of Is,rael was bUlilt of this wood. After being cut for 
timber some kinds are readily attacked by the borer. The gummy 
exUidate no doubt protectSi the living tree from this insect 
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A species of fig tree, strangely enough, commences its, life 
as a s,eedling by striking root. upon tthe granite rock boulders, which 
enter so largely into the formation of the Nuba Mounts. It sends 
out a tap root, which usually descends by way of a crack in the 
rock to reach the soil. From the tap root springs a large cluster 
of rootlets, which, it seems probable, absorbs moisture from the 
air as weB as taking hOild of the rock. 

-} have seen a parasitic species of fig tree growing on the large 
horizontal branch of its host, its hair-like cluster of roOit's, 6 to 8ft; 
long, hanging vertically iill mid air. This parasitic fig is, capable 
of stranglinganld completely enveloping even the tekeldi tree. 
Who would have thought this of the innocent fig tree! 

SOME OF THE HEIBAN SCHOOL BOYS IN FRO~T OF THE ;SEW SCHOOL 

OPENED BY LORD LLOYD ON 3IS~' JANUARY, I929. 

The frankincense tree (lekan), from the gum of which frankin­
cense is made, grows plentifully, prefer'ring light tOi heavy soil. 
It is a tree remarkable fur its great vitality. Even in the dry 
season, a branch or stake planted in the parched ground will take 
root and grovv. It has been suggested that Aaron's rod which 
budded must have been cut from this tree. It is our most useful 
tree for fencing purposes, and forms a permanent live fence. The 
goats and sheep are fond of the leaves. 

Mo,st trees and plants have long tap roots, some- having a 
bulbous expansion of the tap ront. I have seen a young tree, 5 to 
6ft. high, growing clOise tOi the bank of a water-course (khOlr), its 
tap .root, ex pOised by the bank falling away during a recent fioo,d, 
nearly 20ft. long. Nature has specially adapted plant .life to with-
shll1d drought conditions and grass fires. . 
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Wild bulbs bury thems'eives deep down in the sOlil, and, at 
the commencement of the rains, make their appearance above 
ground. One handsome bulb has the peculiar habit of Qipening its 
petals at night, and dQising up during the day. 

HQiw many beautiful wild flQiwers are born to blossom and tQi 
die, unnoticed or unadmired, for the Nubas seem tQi have few Qir 
no [esthetic tastes. 

Many graceful vmes twine their way along the ground or up 
into the trees,. 

Heiban, 
10/6/28. 

I am pleased that I had some experience with boys before 
coming out here: as fQir sheer enjoyment and frolic and zest in 
games these boys will take a lQit of beating. Most Qif them are 
fairly intelligent, some are clever at lessons, and nearly alI are good 
at manual wQirk. As for climbing the Heiban Mountain, our N.Z. 
boys could not tOUich them. Of course, they go everywhere bare­
footed, are perfectly at home among the rocks, and will cross what 
tOo us' would be dangerous place without the Sllightest fear. I speak 
from experience, and I do admire the suren'e'S's of foot and nerve 
of even the small boys. 

;\lO'st of them are cute observers of animal, bird, plant and 
insect life. For example, they have been able to give me the 
names Qif:-

47 species Qif <1nimals. 
59 " " 

birds,. 
10 

" 
rats.. 

66 
" " 

insects (in addition to grasshoppers). 
23 " " 

grasshoppers.. 
1-
~ " " 

sIIakes.. 
2 

" 
sCQirpiQins. 

2 
" 

centipedes. 
2 ,. iguanas. 

104 " 
trees and plants. 

The above list is not a complete one. 
At this time of the year, the early part of the rainy season, 

when the new growth is soft and succulent, the boys are able to 
strip off a whQile tube Qif bark from the young branch Qif a certain 
kind of tree, and make a flute of it. Many of the boys. have these 
flutes, and they pipe away on them during their leisure time. When 
the mQiisture dries out Qif the bark they shrink and crack and are 
then useless. 

The people have a strange idea about hailstones·. It seldom 
hails here, perhaps once a year or tWQi years.. They think that the 
hailstQines. are the stars falling to the ground. Their wQird for hail­
stQine and star is also the s·ame. 

Heiban., 
8/7/28. 

SQime weeks ago I visited the Otora natives who live among' 
the hills a few m.iles. SQiuth of Heiban, They live ill smaller villages 
thall dOl the Heiban natives. The IOll!g rows of terraces seen :in 
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all directions on the sides of the hills indicate the vas.t amount of 
stO'nework that has been accomplished in making these cultivation 
terraces, which resemble great rock gardenlSl. 

They are a most primitive people, the men wearirug no cIoth­
inJg whatsoever. I was surprised to find that all their cultivation 
tS dorue with onJy a sharp-poimed stick of very hard wood. Men, 
women and children take part in the cultivation of their crops, 
mainJy " dUira " (native grain). 

We have 1lJOW ten of these Oto,r'O boys a ttending school. It is 
to' be' hoped that the day is not far distant when the older Christian 
boys of the school here will be prepa red to teach in: the villages. 
One cannot O'ver-estimate the value o·f Christian schoolls: in a land 
like this. 

It: s'eems' to me that a pag-an anld primitive people, so far as 
o,m experience goes, cannot be Christianised in a sh6,rt period; 
but the outlook is hopefuJ, and the work among the boys here is 
undoubtedly forming character. For a Nuba boy openly to accept 
Christ requires a good deal of moral cOUirage, yet some of them 
have not been ashamed to' take thi s step. 

Out in the plantation areas and closer to their villages are to 
be seen altars of granite or quartz, circular structures, scarcely 
three feet high, am:! far from imposing. Yet there they stand, 
illustrating the universal instinct of the human hea rt to wors.hip 
it'> Creator. Several times im the ye~r the men sacrifice om these 
altarS!. Womenl and children are not allowed to take part in the 
ce'f'(~monJ)'. 

The wOlrshippers, kill a sheep or a goa!:!, some of the blood 
being sprinkled on the altar. The Hesh of birds, sheep, goats, 
pigs, monkeys., rahbits, a nd other animals, captured in the hUlnt, 
is boiled in earthenware vessels" and a portion of the meat is 
placed on the altar. THe cooked meat is! separated from the bon~, 
which are broken into small pieces and further boiled to' make a 
soup, to' which is added SDm e of the bloo d of the slain. animal. 

Besides this. meat offering, a meal and a drink OIffering are 
made, the former of cookedi dura Hour, called "kia," and the 
latter of native beer. A portion of the " kia" is placed (lni the 
altar, while some ( yf the native beer, or " keret:a," is poured into· 
a gourd and placed on the top of the altar. The remainder of the 
meat, meal and drink off erings- are partaken, of by the people. 

These different offerin.g-s made to " Kalo," their equiva lent 
name for God, and the sprinkling of blood Qin· the altar, suggest 
the tabernacle sacrifices a nd offerings: of the Israelites; the whQile 
ceremo'~ representing a mUitual feast between" Kalo" a nd the 
people. The sprinkling 0'£ blood on the altar is an o,ffering made 
to " Kalo, " and H e is, supposed to partake of it alo'nJg with the 
meat, meal and drink offerings. If it once symbolised the fOirgive­
neS6· of sins" it has now lost that s ignlificance. 

At the altar ceremony the men take turn in petitioning 
" Kala " tQi give them many children, good harvests, large Hocks 
of sheep and goats, and to keep s·ickness out of their midst. 

In thiS! crude form of worship we see the deeper part of the 
nature of primitive man in the mids.t of superstitiO'n and fear hom 
of ignorance, feeling after God, desiring His blessing on himself, 
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his children, and on what pertains to hiS! own and to his children's 
physical welfare; but without the knowledge of the sacrifice of 
~od's SO'll! on Calvary, and of His power to cleanse the heart from 
Slili. 

Even in. this primitive ceremony I cannot bUit feel that God 
speaks to their hearts in some way. They feast with God, and 
He, Who made these people for Himself, surely withhold5 no,t 
from them communion with Himself, but speaks to their hearts, it 
may be, by the still small voice-in the silent hours. of the night, 
ot out in the fields, or as they look across hill and plain. 

These Nuba people are some of the Great Shepherd's other 
sheep, which He will one day welcome into His fold. They are 
sheep ()if the wilderness, that never knew the shelter and safety 
of the fold; from among these Nuba boys and girls are many 
precious souls which our Saviour would rejoice to fold as lambs 
to Hisl bosom. 

Then.-
.. Can we whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high, 
Can we to souls benighted 

The lamp of life deny! 
Salvation! 0 salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah's name." 

4/8/ 28. 
The mountain tops are formed for the most part of smooth 

rounded granite boulders. For c1imbinj:; them rubber-soled foot­
wear is, an absolute necessity. The boys with bare feet are able 
to walk over steep slippery places where I dare not go. Their feet 
are as hard as leather, and they are wonderful climbers among 
the huge boullders. To see them climbing the Heiban mountains 
is to admire them. They watch my movements. c1os,ely to see that 
I don't fall. 

It is very beautiful on the mountain at this time of the year 
when there is so much vegetation, light and shade, streams of cool 
water flowing through the valleys., and when, after rain, the hot 
sun draws the scent out of the vegetation. 

The view from the top is a very fine one~great level stretches· 
of lightly-wooded country broken in certain directions by ranges 
of mountains and hills" and intersected by winding water-courses; 
Talodi, the capital, fifty miles to the south, and situated at the 
southern end of a long line of mountains; and the Koalib Moun­
tainlS and Abri, our nearest Mis,sion station, forty mile,s to the 
north. 

Recently, during a spell of very dry weather, the Tira people 
ordered their rain-maker to bril1lg rain. They threatened to kill 
him if he could nDt. UnfortUinately for him, rain did not come, 
and so they carried their threat into action. Four policemen were 
sent out to bring in. the murderers. 

30 /9/ 28. 
It is. now autuml1l with us, and the native grain or dura, a 

giant millet, is fast ripening- in the hot tropical sun:. It is a stately 
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cereal, whose tall grajn~bearing stem grows from 10 to 15 feet 
high, and a pretty sight it is to see the white and red heads of dUira 
swaying gently in the breezes against a background of mountain 
or green hillsl. 

It has been said that wheat is the prince of all grasSles, but, 
if this is SOl, dura is, in the opinion of the N uba at least, the king 
0.£ all grasses. Dura is his staff of life, and he thrives remarkably 
well on his thrifty diet, which is mainly dUr'a flour boiled with 
water, like porridge, and called " kia." The boys· at schoO'l here 
and the peQlple in their village" eat but two meals a day of " kia," 
which tOi UIS looks a most unappetising food. They prefer dura 
to wheat flour, jus.t as we prefer wheat tOi dura flour. . 

The Nub-as of our di·strict live in small villages up in the moul!1i-

A GROUP OF CHRISTIAN BOYS, SUDAN UNI'l'ED lI11SSION , HEIBAN. 

KAMA , A CHRISTIAN GIRL, IS SEATED NEAR THE CEN 'I"IH:. 

tain or at the foot of it. You wonder how such places, surrounded 
by great rocks, could become the sites of human habitation. 

Their small circular grass-thatched huts are really no t their 
homes in our sense Q1f the word. This being a land of sunshine 
.and open spaces, they are able practically to live in. the open ail 
without clothing. 

The instinct of the NUlb-a children for sheer enjo,yment imgames 
and simple amusements is very evident. Their buoyancy of spirit, 
love of fun, and hearty laughter is a very pleasing element im their 
natures. The community spirit, so strong among the school boys, 
is typical of the native life generally. 

Some fifty years. ago, General Gordon, speaking of the 
Su.danese as he knew them, and that under unfavo·urable cQln­
ditiQlns, said, "They are a nice people." This is equally true of 
the average Nuba to~day. 
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It is only since Kitchener's conquest O'f the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan, thiS! year marking its thirtieth anniversary, that the Sudan 
has come under the benefits of good government. The Sudanese 
conSltitute a great collection of tribes, speaking different languages 
and dialects, local tribal authority, where it exists, being encour­
aged by the GO'vernment. 

(We have found it hard to reach the people with the GO'spel 
message, even when allO'wance is made for the difficulty in learning 
a language previoUisly unknown by any European). 

The people are very friendly toward us, and I believe the time 
is coming when they will ope!1l their hearts to the message of the 
CroSIS. Ten of the school boOYs have made a profession of faith in 
Christ. Pray that God's Spirit may work effectually in the hearts 
of old and young. 

It s,eems· to' me that the heart of the Nuba child is nearer to 
the heart of God, having more of the spark of the Divine nature 
i!1l him, than that of the adult Nuba. A child in their midst is a 
stronger element for good than perhaps they are aware of. 
" Surely a little child shall lead them." But where there is. no 
lig·ht and no vision) a process of retrogressio!1l sets, in, and the snul 
of a pe'Ople perishes. It is for Christ's sake, Who died for people 
of every race, that oUir debt to' humanity is an enormous O'ne. 
Hold out across the sea the long arm of sympathy and help. 
" Inasmuch as, ye dO' it unto o!1le of the least of these My brethren, 
ye do it unto Me. " 

Pray on for the work here that our small band of workers may 
be reinforced, and that God may continUially set His seal UpO!1l the 
work dO!1le in His Name. 

18/8/28. 

Yesterday J took twenty-four boys to Shwai, about fouc miles 
from here. The boOys' carried back twO' big beams of wood and 
two smaller pieces. One beam is for a see-saw. It was a big 
undertaking for them. They knoOw ho'w to stick to their job and 
do not complain. 

I know I am safe i!1l sraying that no Nuba boy is ever spoilt 
(in our accepted sense of the word) by his parents. They are 
brought up in Spartan fashio!1l, and know how 1'0 take hard knocks, 
and how to give them. Their manner is absolutely natural, they 
laugh heartily, and take real pleaslme: in. their games. Howexpres­
sive their faces, can become, like the sun suddenly disappearing 
behind a dark cloud, and again suddenly breaking into brightness. 
The boys: nevelr bring complaints about other boys, and they 
require a minimum supervision. 

I teU some of the boys something more than. they know aboOurt 
the thunder' and lightning, and they sray, " What a lot the English 
know; they know everything! " 

The Nubasl are a great people for spitt:ing. They think that 
if the'V swallow their saliva it will make them ill. They often leave 
their 'seatS! in. school to spit OIuts,ide. I have seen a woman, who 
knew that spitting- on the dispensary floor is prohibited, lift a palm­
fu! of dustl, spit into it, and then throw it out the doOir. 
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JI Dopdu) Outlook in p~rsja. 

;". iJE~ E mUist admit that as a press we have made only recent 
~ ~~, ~ acquaintance with Persia. In 1927 we were asked to 
~m~ trans~ate some of our Arabic publications into Persian 

• for the:{1s.e of the Society fo·r the Prupagation of Chris-
tian Knowledge, and since then we have become steadily more 
llstful to tho.s,C' whe :ltc a r:rxiou,; tu avail them,;elves of literature 
as an evangelising force in Persia. 

We are glad to learn from more than one source that there 
has been a recent" land-slide" in Persia, and that the conditions 
of work among Moslems are rapidly becoming more hopeful. In 
the past illiteracy was, a serious drawback to the circulationl of the 
Scriptures in Pers,ia. A few year's ago, of 50 converts, 19 attri­
buted their first interest to reading a Bible or hearing it read, and 
22 said the Bible was the means, of their conversion. Circulation 
has mounted very rapidly. For instance, from the Intermission 
Literature Committee's Depot in Teheran, 2,500 copies were issued 
in 1925-26. 101 the follmvilllg year no. less than 2I ,700 were dis­
triburted. In vVest Persia we find that one missionarv distributed 
last vear mo're books and tracts. than were circulated bv the whole 
Mis,.:ion five years ago>. And it must not be forg'(}tt~n that the 
printed page reaches many places in Persia denied to OIther forms 
of evan.geli'-,im. The opening of hospitals, schools, and reading­
rooms, offers. many avenues for effective circulation, and in view of 
decreasing illiteracy, miSls.ionaries are of the opinion that constant 
improvement of Christian literature should be considered a primary 
duty of evangelism, for Oll;r message is. so often judged by the 
type of reading matter we present. 

Mis,s.ionaries. are reporting a greater' freedom in the presenta­
tion of the Gospel, converts, are free to come out, and little oppos,i­
tion is encountered to co'lportage, as long as tact is exercised. 
Mr. vVysham, of the American Mission, and a Persian convert 
made a recent tou.r, distributing small tracts containing an invita­
tion to Gospel meetinp;. They had large attendances. during a 
lon.g series of meeting-s,-a most unusual state of affairs. It Sleems 
certain, SOl we learn from the same source, that the power of the 
Moslem ecclesiastics, has beeD! definitely broken in \iV est Pers,ia. 
The Mujtahids of the city of Tabriz objected too the general mili­
tary conscription. In tr'ule military style one night almoslt all of 
the high ecclesiastics, except a fcw who favoured the government 
programme, were taken intO' custody by the army, and deported to. 
other districts of Per'sia. Since that time roads have actuallv been 
put through cemeteries in the city, and one good-sized mos'que on 
the main street' has been entir'ely demolished to make way for a 
o,treet leading to the bazaars. 

The city of Ardabil, about fifty miles from the Caspian Sea 
and thirty mileS! from the Russian border, is in the Tabriz field, 
and at various times. in the past missienarics had endeavoured to 
work in the city, but: they were promptly asked to leave or forcibly 
ejected. Quite recently a miss,ionary and a native evangelist stayed 
fO'[ about a month in Ardabil, and were mo'st kindly received. The 
evangelist remained throughout the winter, and reported most 
encouraging' results. 
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To the north is, the great unoccupied field of the RU!ssian 
Caucasus, where the \I()oskms ,;peak the same Turkish dialect 
used in \Vest Persia. At present all missionary work among those 
millions of Moslems is, denied by the Soviet Government. This 
is one of the mountains we mllist pray to' have removed. 

Persia is, a changing' country, and many of these changes. are 
vitally affecting misoS,ionary wO'rk. The increasing ease of trans.­
portation, and Shah Reza's remarkable zeal for building new roads, 
have greatly opened up the field to missionary enterprise, s.o that 
itineration out from the centr'eS and intercourse between churches 

A DREAM OF NT,W PERSIA PRESENTED IN A NATIONALIST LITHOGIlAPH. 

In a recent, colored lithograph, a Persian artist depicts his country as a woman reclining 
on the waters of the Gulf and leaning on the broad shoulders of the erect figure of His 
Majesty, Riza Khan Pahlevi. The sun's light shines upon the national hero who is ready 
with drawn sword to defend the motherland. In the background are Cyrus, Zoroaster and 
other great figures ofthe past, It is significant that there is no Islamic prophet or symbol in 
the picture. Educated Persians are now saying that tlleir natiotJal greatness was pre-Islamic 
and that the Arab invasion caused the arrest and not the development of their civilization. 

hitherto largely isolated from each other is becoming increaslingly 
possible. Tremendous. social changes. are going on; many of them, 
such as a unifO'r'm costUlme now required of men, are apparently 
merely external, but they have really fundamental results. \Vomen, 
in Teheran at least, are now unmolested if they unveil, and many 
fee] that an edict from the Shah will so:m be forthcoming requiring 
the women to abandon the veil. Many changes have been or'dered 
by the Shah and his government, but there bas been a noticeable 
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s.]owing up in thiSi connectio·n; " inceo the revolut ion broke o,ut in 
Afghan.i stan . The P arl ia mepJt sits regulady, but it is packed with 
warm Supp(xt ers of the Shah, and the government is in fact a dic­
tatorshi p carr'ied on by the S ha h and a few strong m inisters. who 
work with him. Except for sporadic disturbances by tribesmen, 
he seems to, have little s,erious 0ppoSiition, and the new and 
unpopular mili tary conscription. law has been vig-om.lJIsly enforced 
everywhere. The result for miss ionary \Vnrk is a country free 
from political disturbances, a t leas t on the s,urface, with safe trans ­
portation" and in som e parts: a remarka ble eCigernesiS' fo'r educCl­
tion, western cO.J1lveniences, and materia l progress.. All this has 
certainly m ade larg e groups mo re ready than, befo're tOi listen. to 
the Gospel message, has, fill ed Miss,ion, sc hoo ls with pupils" and 
has multiplied several times the demand for Christian literature, 
and the possibility of its distribution. 

One mis,sionary working in the Barfenlsh district g i'Ves, us 
som e- first-hand inrfo,rmatiom H e repo rts. steady progress in his 
area s,ince 1927. In all the stations converts, have been baptised in 
ir"creas,ing numbers. lUi some places cr'Olwds, of Mo~;Icms. have come 
to' li st'en to non-controrversia l expositions of Christianity, a numbe r 
have confessed fai th in Christ, and the sincere nucJeus of a future 
church has, been g athered. The Per~Jian chu rch of T ehe ran is. 
en.thus,iastic about it, a nd is, constantly sending- repres,entatives. to 
foster it. In these two years thou sands of book s, and pamphlets 
have been sold and distributed all over the a rea, and Mos,lem s. have 
read them eaged y. .T e'\V~J also seem to be mo're respo nsive than 
formerly. On the whole evangelistic opportunities w ere never 
more promis ing or mo re challenging . 

The only unusual pro blem facing the chu rch in the past t wo 
veal'S ha s, been an indi rect one-the relation of the P ersi a n 
(Jovem ment to the Mission sch aob, which are the chief feed ers 
of the' churches, and arc vital ly important to them. P ersian; church 
leaders. were cOOisu lted at every step of the negotiations of the 
Miss,ions with the Government on this prohlem, and their a dvice 
was most helpful. The solution obtained seems fairly satisfac­
to'ry. Aside f rom the dangers, to the chmch which this problem 
might have caused, if badly solved, and the personal difficulti es 
of some Christian fam ilies due to the ru thless military cO'l1Iscr iption 
law, the ch u.rch ha.sl ha d in the last t.wo yea rs increasing freedom 
from persecution and unmolested opportunities to press forward. 
A remarkable illus.t:ratiol1l of this is that the ch urch in the fanatical 
city of Meshed is· vigoroulSly pUSIhing a pla n to put up its own 
church building, apparently counting on no pe rs ecution in so do-ing·. 

In coodu:s,ion., we quo te from a repo rf submit ted by a m is.­
~; i()nary to the Brummana Conferen..ce, 19 19 : " Closely linked with 
the e?.'~mgelis tic programme is th e- use of Christian Literature. It 
is hoped that produc tion, call! contin ue as, rapidly as, in t he past two 
years, and that careful d istribution can be very largely inc reas:ed. 
:1\5 rel igious freedom grows it is hoped that Persian boo k-s,tore; 
can be. more utilis,ed to sell non.-controvers ia l li terature, and that 
eventually a Christia.n book-store C<l nl be establi sthed." 

The Nile Mission P ress certainJy co'vets' this, 'opportunity, as 
well as hav ing its own; colpo'rteurs in Persia. Pray for greater 
things in that promising fi eld . 

.T. E. K. 
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PERSONALIA. OCTOBER. 1899. 

Thirty years ngo. 

The follow ing are s·hortly starting f(}r Ca iro C. M . S. Rev. and 
Mrs. R. MacINNES, Rev. 'N. H. T. GAIRDNER, Miss 
L. E . D . BRAINE-HARTNELL, lVI islS G. M. WESTERN , 
Mi&s E . AN DERSO N. 

Dr. HARP UR a nd Dr. and Mr&. H ALL w ill be re t urnin.g to Cairo. 
R ev. F. and Mrs·. AD ENE Y a rc on. their way. 

Mr. LOGAN and Mr. BRADLEY have bee n in, the Lebanon takin~' 
mis'sio ns , an.d workin.g in the villages fo,r s ix months. The)' 
are probably by this time aga il1l wi th their friends in Alexan­
dria . .1r. CLEAVER, Mr. GEORGE SWAN, Mr. F. 
COON EY and Mr. E. SvVAN have been. cam ping ou t during' 
the month of A ugust at AboUikir, and are no w returned t0' 
Bait el H;und. Mr. ELIAS THOMPSON is a t home in. Ire­
land for a short time and is speaking at meetings to stir up 
a prayerful interest in Egypt a nd in God 's w0'rk there . 

"CHARLES IKW0'O])." Hi& M inistrv and its Secret. By A. M. 
H ay. Pu.blished by Messrs. l\1:arshall , Morgan a nd Scott. 
Price 6}-. 

This Life of Dr. In.wood will be specially va lued by thos.e who 
remember him, a nd have themselves, lea rnt som ething of what he 
taught. His' whok life was given. as a living sac rifice to· his 
Master. H e was. a manl full Olf the H oly Gho;st, a nd thro1ugh whom 
man:y thousands, of C h ristians were blessed . We wish that s,ome 
of his addresses could be published in a sepa rate volume, so that 
what he taught mig ht be learnt by man,y more, af'.d thus the bless­
ing of his preaching might still continuJe. 

One striking featulre of D r. I l1Iwood' s life and min~stry was 
the frequent renewal 0 '£ his own COf1lSe'C rati on: to the LOlrd, a nd 
renewal of the fulnes", of the H o,ly Gho.st. H e did not depend on 
past bless ing, but 0'11' an ever present LO'rd \ Vh O' \Vas r'Cady to' give, 
and to' g-ive more abundantly. H e ha d the blessed experience of 
rivers of living water flO'wing to others throug h him. "The Life" 
now written tell sl of this, and Olf his exceedin:g joy in: his, Master's 
service. Bv nature Charles· InwO'od was a home maru. H is ,:vife 
and childre~: were greatly belOoved, a nd it was, at first a ha rd matter 
to leave them for the absence Oof many monrt:hs; but in. this, a s! in 
a ll other things, he y ielded his w ill tOo God, and took up the pagrim '5 

staff until he cam e in s ig ht of the Celestial City. 

+ 
Of those menti0'ned above, who were a ll linked with Egypt, 

eight have passed over tOl the other s,ide durinlg the last thirty 
years. 
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