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w~ tbank Cb~~ (onl. 

For friends above: for friends still left below.; 

F or the rare links invisible between; 

For Thine unsearchable greatness; for the veils 

Between us and the things we may not know; 

For those high times ,vhen hearts take wing and rise 

And float secure above earth's mysteries,; 

For that wide, open avenue of prayer, 

All radiant with Thy glorious promises: 

For sweet hearts tuned to noblest charity; 

For great hearts toiling ih the outer dark,; 

For friendly hands stretched out in time of need; 

For every gracious thought and word and deed j-

We thank Thee, Lord. 

From A little Te Deum oj the Commonplace, by John Oxenham. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 

VOL. XXVIII. JANUARY, 1928. No. 112. 

Editorial. 
(( 0 go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 

his COUrts with. praise: be thankful unto him, and speak good of 
his Name. 

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: and his 
tl'u,th "enduwe'th from gener'ation to generation." 

-P)SALM c. 3, 4 (Prayer Book version). 

Our hearts are full of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, 
as we enter the gate of another year. 

" We praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all 
that's to come." 

It is a wonderful comfort to recognise His Hand in all 
things," and to give thanks for every token that He thinketh upon 
us. 

And. to those of us who are troubled in heart for all the 
doubts and unbelief which for the moment beset the Word of 
God, how good it is to remember that" His truth endureth from 
generation to generation. Nothing can hurt it. "His truth" 
shall be thy shield and buckler." 

We need not fear for the rising generation: they too will 
find that His word endureth for "ever. As we look forward to 
the days in front of us, it is our hearts' desire to "speak good of 
His N arne. " " 

\Ve need fresh courage, and resolution to tell out the good­
ness of the Lord, and to win men to Hiin. 

We would. seek that the Holy Spirit may speak through us, 
and write throughusj and that He may open the hearts of those 
who hear or read to receive the message that Jesus Christ came" 
into the world to save sinners, and that whosoever shall call~pon 
the Name of the Lord. shall be saved, for He has promised" him 
that cometh to me I will in no ,vise cast out;" 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Cbt DUt mission prtss. 

I
N the early days when the wDrk .of proclaim­

ing the GDspel .of the Grace .of GDd brDught 
new problems, the twelve ApDstles had tD 
arrange fDr. new wDrkers tD be attached tD 

the administratiDn, and seven new wDrkers " .of 
hDnest repDrt and full .of the HDly GhDSt," 

added. 
It is interesting tD nDte God's 

CDmment .on what happened in 
Acts vi. 7 :--

(a) The WDrd .of GDd increased. 
(b) The number .of disciples multi­

plied. 
(c) A great cDmpany .of the priests 

were obedient tD the faith. 
Then came the periDd .of persecutiDn, and 

James the brother of JDhn was killed with the 
sWDrd and Peter was cast intD prisDn. Peter was 

miraculDusly delivered and HerDd died a terrible death, and 
,again we get GDd's comment on the situatiDn in Acts xii. 24. 

" But the word of God grew and multiplied." 
A third stage claims our attentiDn in the same bDOk. At 

Ephesus certain Jews tDok upDn themselves tD use the Name .of 
the Lord Jesus withDut really knowing Him. This, of CDurse, 
had no effect, nay, rather had an adverse effect, and the 
eXDrcists fled wounded, Fear fell on all the Jews and Greeks 
dwelling at Ephesus and many believed and burned their books 
to the value .of 50,000 pieces of silver. Once again God com­
ments, "so mightily grew the word of God and prevailed" (Acts 
xix'. 20). 

We believe that the same results will come as we follow in 
the fODtsteps .of the Apostles. 

As we further add to our staff men full .of faith and the 
Holy GhDst, the Word .of GDd will increase and the number of 
disciples will be multiplied, and, as we have seen already, when 
persecution has arisen because of the Word there is always GDd's 
" but," and His truth has grown and multiplied. 

We believe the day is not far shDrt when MDslems will bring 
their bDOks and burn them, and when it will be written, "so 
mightily grew the \VDrd and prevailed." 

We give under an .other heading of "News from Cairo," 
etc., a case of six cDnversions, which is arresting as showing 
the power of the Word of God. 

It was a great encouragement to our workers when, not long 
since, a Moslem walked into the Office and asked instruction in 
our "Religion." He knew nothing at all, and was very moved 
when he heard th'e Story of the ern-Sis. He had not been to a 
MDsque for ten years, he. said,and for the last few months had 
been getting anxious about his soul. He is being taught, and 
we ask earnest prayer that Christ will give him Life. 

Our two young Missionaries arrived safely in Cairo and are 
now hard at work with the language. Mr. Menzies, having 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 5 

taken his tripos in Arabic, is not finding it nearly so hard as Mr. 
\\lald. The latter asks for yoU!" prayers. Writing from Cairo 
after his arrival, he said: .. It is indeed good to be back again in 
Cairo, and good to know that one is really making a start with 
the work which the Master has allotted to me in this part of his 
vineyard. May the day not be far off, when I shall be able to 
go forth bearing the precious seed, up and down the length and 
breadth of this land." 

\1Il e are glad to be able to report that a car has now been pur­
chased in Egypt, which will greatly help the workers in getting 
about, and the first visit ,vas made by I\'[r. Upson. And the two 
new men greatly enjoyed the experience of getting into touch with 
tract distribution at first-hand. A short article bv l\1r. Menzies 
dealing with this trip is printed in this issue. . 

.. THE FAITHFUL ForR." 

vVe are vcr\, sort'\' indeed to have to sav that it has 
become imperative for' Mr. Michell to l('}lve ()~lr wo·rk tem­
porarily. Last winter he found it much too cold and was con­
tinually ill with heavy chest CQlds. He has therefore gone, at 
an" rate for a time, to the British \Vest I ndies, and Mrs. Michell 
ha~ been over two months in Jerusalem, helping with the Book­
shop and visiting with the colporteurs, as well as doing quite a 
considerable amount of personal work in the streets of Jerusalem. 

\.,.t e welcome :\[1'. ;\ lavfield, of :'\ ew Zealand, to our work in 
Egypt. He has very kineily put himself at Mr. Upson's disposal 
for a period, and we pray that God's blessing' may be upon his 
efforts. 

In a recent letter Mr. CpSO\1 also mentions having heard 
from our Local Secretary for ~ew Zealand, Mr. Kinnear, that 
there might he a possibility of his either dsiting EgXpt, Or pos­
sibly joining the work there. This he has longed to do for some 
time, but the way has not opened. \Ve would ask prayer that 
God will guide him as to his future. 
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6 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

\Ve print herewith photographs of four men who go down 
into some of the worst parts of Cairo every Thursday evening, 
and distribute not less than 1,000 tracts. 

Our readers will also be glad to know that further distribu­
tion of a more systematic character, is also being- undertaken in 
Cairo by Butros Eff., our clerk in charge of the Colporteurs. He 
i" one of the four whose photographs we print. We earnestly 
commend them also to your prayers. 

There is yet another case of conversion from Tunisia, and 
this man, who is now being trained as a Colporteur, dates his 
first turning to Christ to the time he received a Nile Mission Press 
" Khutba" on "Fasting." The seed was sown three winters 
ago, when Mr: Theobald, of the Algiers Mission Band, was 
stationed there. Some' students took these books into the 
college and this man received one. He read it and it impressed 
him, and desiring to know more, he went to the Mission Station. 
but found the workers had gone.' The following year he went 
again and attended a class, where he received another book fromi 
the Nile Mission Press. Arriving at the words, "God made 
man i~ His own image," he became furious, and in a rage, tore 
the book into fragments and burned it on the fire. But yet he, 
could not keep away. Another visit was made and another! 
"'Khutba" received and read~-" Abraham; the Friend of God" 
~and with it the Gospel of St. John. He read the Gospel until 
he arrived at the words "Son of God," and this incensed him 
further, and he tore the Gospel and burned it as with the other 
book. The next link was a book called "The Sins of the 
Prophets. " This awakened in him more interest, and he com­
pared the Koran and the Bible, and was convinced in his head 
that Jesus Christ was the Sinless One. But the heart knowledge 
had not yet dawned, until standing on Isaiah Iiii. and comparing 
it with the story of Christ's death in St. Tohn, the conviction of 
head passed to his heart and he believed. He naturally had a 
good deal of persecution, but this only seemed to strengthen his 
faith. During the course of this year he did a good many 
markets with Mr. Theobald and another old comrade, Si Sultan. 
and over 600 Nile Mission Press books were sold. 

Will our friends pr'ay fOir this man that God will lead him on 
to become a " Paul" to his own people. 

Difficulties would seem to be surrounding the Bookshop at 
Jerusalem at the present time. 

A countryman, who said he lived some distance away, 
received a tract and was walking off with it when a student, who 
was sitting watching, beckoned to him, seized the tract and tore 
it into small pieces. 

A similar thing occurred when two village women were sit­
ting outside the wall close to our Shop. As they listened to the 
message of God's love to them, they were ordered by a Moslem 
man to move away, as the worker was an "infidel." 

Still, men are coming, and, knowing of the difficulties. take 
good care that what they purchase and is given them, shall not 
be snatched away. \Ve ask special prayer for one man who is 
studying. 

Mrs. Michell is out from 8-30 in the morning till 12-30, 

morning by morning in the Souk, but Satan is very active just 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 7 

now, and again and again, just as people were listening and 
taking the books, or even buying them, people have interfered. 
It reminds one of the time when Paul wrote, "A great dobr- and 
effectual has opened unto me, but there are many adversaries." 

We are up against the "works of darkness," "spiritual 
blindness," "false teaching," "unbelief," and, as Miss Trotter 
puts it in the first number of her new quarterly Magazine, "A 
Thirsty Land," "The Sahara is a true picture of Islam: Islam is 
dryas the dunes, hard as the gravel, a problem that has baffled 
the Church throughout the thirteen centuries of its existence; and 
it dominates the seventh part of the world's population." "Why 
is Islam," she asks, "arid as no heathen relig-ion in its yield for 
God's Kingdom? True it stands for monotheism, and as mono­
theism it made its first brave fight. Only its deity was not the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was the Allah of 
Mohammed's invention, a far-away Eastern Potentate, Merciful 
and Compassionate in name, but in character, uncaring, driving 
the universe relentlessly. Under this despotism all withers into 
the word 'fate.' The Moslem believes that even his sins are 
decreed beforehand, and written on his forehead: he has no 
choice but to commit them, and Allah is responsible. Following 
this teaching tq its natural sequence: man's responsibility is nil, 
so conscience cellses to raise a protest and becomes inert, and the 
sense of sinfulness dies away." .... "The Water of Life may 
yet be brought· to the thirsty land, but it cannot be brought 
lightly: the lessons that we shall see in the waterways will show 
us this. If the wilderness is to be made to rejoice and blossom 
as the rose, it can only be through channels in union, cost what 
it may, with Him from whose riven Heart the streams were set 
flowing. Will it be worth while? Those will find out, whom 
God calls to the venture." 

This makes us long more than ever th~t our literature shall 
get out as speedily as possible. It will need more workers, more 
Colporteurs, and we are still needing a man who can supervise 
this work, both in Egypt and in Palestine. Will not our readers 
take this matter upon their hearts and pray continually until the 
man, or men, are g-iven? 

We welcome this month three new Local Secretaries-Miss 
Henderson for Dundee, Miss J. Emerson for Ealing, and Mrs. 
Chas. Smith for Felixstowe. ' . 

In conclusion we cannot but give thanks to Almighty God 
for the wonderful way in which he has sustained the work for 
yet another year . 

. When the full reports for I927 are 10 hand, we feel sure that 
our friends will be raising a real preon of praise to the Glory of 
God, and look forward, with us, to the hearing of still greater 
things than these from the" God who doetn marvels." 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge \Vells. 

• 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 9 

passing through.' But for this we need funds, and still more do 
we need the suitable man. 

My boat was late in leaving Port Said and Jaffa, and when 
we got to Haifa we were told that the B.J.S. workers had left for 
a short summer holiday, so there was nothing to be done ashore. 

Lebanon. As all the world knows, Beyrut is now the port 
and capital of Lebanon; but not by any means happy! Toantici­
pate a little: the day before I left Bevrut every shop was closed 
in the city as a protest against collecting the income tax in francs 
based on the old-time gold currency. (That is about five times 
more than the present debased currency). And next morning 
when I left, although the British and Foreign Bible Society had 
tried to open its dep6t doors, a party had been sent from the 
Strike Council to inform the local agent that not even the Bible 
Dep6t would be alld,,-ed to open that day. It may be better not 
to quote what I read in the Syrian newspapers concerning the 
measures of precaution taken by the authorities! 

Unfortunately I missed the Rev. W. W. Martin, of Croydon, 
three or four times-firstly at the Beit-Eil Conference, to which 
we wired our good wishes, as I was quite unable to leave our 
office just then. Then, on arrival at Beyrut I went off to the 
Friends' Mission at Brummana, where I was the guest of Miss 
Brown who had at one time helped us for several months in 
Palestine; this was up one side of the valley, whereas Suk el­
Gharb, where Mr. Martin was holding his conference, was on the 
opposite side. Then when I stayed in Nazareth I was just too 
soon for him; yet again the C. M. S. pastor of N ablus (Shechem) 
was hindered from coming to my conference in Jerusalem because 
he was staying to meet Mr.· Martin; and I had finished my con­
ference in Jerusalem and was off back to Egypt before Mr. 
Martin got there. However, friends can meet one another at the 
Throne of Grace. 

The immediate matter of discussion at the American Press, 
Beyrut, was the co-operation in opening the new dep6t at Aleppo 
from the 1st October. Rev. G. Scherer, who is now director of 
book distribution to the American Mission, Syria, is an active 
agent for our publications. (Aleppo, by the w'ay is a large city 
of 2<;0,000 people, main Iv Moslems. It is right away at the very 
north of Syria, among the mountains, and in fact, at one time, 
was the recognized centre for the whole of Turkey-in-Asia. It 
must inevitablv be the junction between two great systems of 
railway-the Baghdad Railway on the one hand, with its outlet 
on the Mediterranean at Alexandretta, or Iskanndarona as everv­
one calls it, and on the other hand, the Cairo-Constantinopl~­
Calais Railway). The three partners who are going shares in 
this venture are the American Press, the American Bible Society. 
and ourselves, each of the three bearing one-third of the expense. 
May we ask God's people to bear it up in their prayers. 

From Beyrut I tried to find Pastor Neilsen, of Damascus. 
but as he was away for the summer at Ain Zahalta. he suggested 
that I should go to see him there. I had two nights and one 
interesting day at the British Syrian School at Ain Zahalta, the 
immediate business before us being the arrangement for an 
agency for Nile Mission Press publications at the Danish Mis­
sion Reading Room at Damascus. 
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8 t< BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

II lUtu tbt €artbquakt . . , a sun Small "OICt." 
'PALESTINE has come much into 

. 
t.he public view during the last 
t\\'o 1110nths, on account of the 
devastating earthquakes. 

To those of us \vho know the 
countr\' and who live near bv, it 
appeil1:s that we should be' well 
within the mark to sav that we arc 

getting as many sbocks in the Near East 
in a month as we formerly used to get in a 
year. It is more than probable-whatever 
may be the natural explanation-that there 
is a spiritual explanation of this,Le., a 

warning- to God's people that the time is short. 
If the time is really short-whatever mean­

ing we Illay read into the term-surely it is 
incumbent upon us to use the most efllcient 
methods for covering the ground in the shortest 
possible timt'. Hence the use of the modern 
Il1~lchiriery at the Nile Mission Press, and staff of 

over 40 persons entirely' engaged upon the Mission message. 
On making enquiries of our faithful workers in Palestine, it 

transpired that two of the families were so frightened that they 
could not summon courage to go hack to live in the house in thc 
old way, but for the til)1c being camped out in the fields. 

I was already intending to visit Syria and Palestine at about 
this time, and to-that end lert Cairo on the 1St of August. 

Here let me say at Ollce that as we have no house property 
in Palestine, the Nile Mission Press has not lost moncy through 
damag'e to buildings as has been the case with our friends of the 
e.M.S and the Lond<)I1 Jews' Society. On the other hand, our 
men have undoubtedly incurred loss through the earthquake, for 
so many houses were condemned hy the architects and munici­
pality i-nspectors that there was an' immediate rush on e"ery 
description of house accommodation, with the inevitable result 
that prices were at once greatly increased. l; nfortunately, it 
happened to be the ,'ery month of the year in which all leases are 
made out for the unsuing' year, and the landlords insisted upon 
the increased rent being paid for 12 months in advance. This 
waS very hard upon our workers. Believing that our friends 
would bnck liS lip, \ve have, as a first instalment of relief, dis­
tributed the sum of ten pounds hetween our five men. Fur everv 
little help they shew much gratitude. 

On my way through Port Said I visited Mr. and Mrs. 
~l'ienneJ1, who are newly appointed to the" ""elcome" Sailors' 
Rest, and also 1\11'. and 1\lrs. Hay, of the Egypt General !\·1ission. 
who were spending the summer in Commander Trumper's flat. 
The .grant of several pounds' worth of our publications provided 
some free distribution in Port Said (or the time being. Ani:l we 
never pass through that port \vithout going down to the harbour 
side and looking at the shop which we believe God ",ill yet give 
us for a deppt, overlooking the harbour and seen by al\ the ships 
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10 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

An Oriental Prelate. On my way back from Ain Zahalta I 
had a day to spend in Beyrut, so went to the Victoria Hotel, com­
monly known as Mrs. Najum's While we were at dinner an 
elderly gentleman was shewn to a seat at a side table. As I had 
just read the Arabic paper, I stepped across· to offer it to him, 
not knowing in the least who he was. He at once asked the 
waiter who I was, and then wrote on a slip of paper, "After 
supper, please." As soon as ,ve rose from table he came across, 
and finding a quiet spot, we entered into a long conversation. 
He introduced himself as being the Metran of the Syrian Church 
at Jerusalem, but now transferred to Hums.* 

He began by a reference to the recent visit to Cairo df the 
Metran of Mosul, of which we had a very pleasant memory, as it 
appeared that he had come frbm Mesopotamia largely in order 
to visit the Nile Mission Press. (As a matter of fact, he spent 
a whole hour with us, went over the works, shook hands with 
the staff, and took away two or three pounds' worth of books to 
read and study. All this we remembered so well, as it only took 
place in June last). But it was distinctly refreshing to hear from 
this other Metd.n what the Metd.n of Mosul had said about us 
when he got into Palestine. This Bishop, with whom I was 
now speaking, said: "My brother, Bishop Athanasius Toma, 
the Syrian Bishop of Mosul, visited you in Cairo, and told me 
that he had the greatest appreciation of the work of the Nile 
Mission Press and of the books." (That is a summary of his 
remarks). 

He then went on to tell me that he himself, the Metran of 
Jerusalem, had two years ago been at the Stockholm Conference, 
and since that time he had made special prayer for Dr. Zwemer 
and his long and difficult journeys. 

Nor was this all : the dear, fatherly old gentleman seemed 
to be on excellent terms with the little waitress, and it transpired 
that she was an Armenian orphan. (There are hundreds of these 
about Syria in these days). She was not in the leas1 afraid of 
him but looked upon him as a kind of father, having nl'ne of her 
own, poor child. \Vhen she brougllt the coffee she leant up 
ag'ainst his shoulder to talk to him about the books I was dis­
cussing. Finding that she knew English best, I gave her a 
copy of our new publication, "The Story of Toseph" in the 
words of Scripture, illustrated by the beautiful Copping pictures 
(R. T. S.). You should have seen the pleasure given to that 
orphan girl by having a little picture book that she could read in 
English! . 

It was now bedtime, and I said to the Bishop, "Before we 
sleep we pray; will you come into my bedroom and pray with 
me?" "Why, of course I will!" We did not quite know 
how to voice our prayers to one another, but at last we agreed to 
say the Lord's Prayer simultaneously; I am not sure if he 
spoke in Syriac or Arabic, but it was said simultan~ously, and J 
am sure the Heavenly Father answered it. 

He then asked me to t3.ke his Chtistian love to the Anglican 
Bishop at Jerusalem, as he himself was now transferred to Hums. 

* Many oriental hishops are called" Metri'lns," and some translate the word to 
English as .. Archbishop," not that they have any supervision of other bishops; 
it merely means that they are of a higher grade than .. Uskllf," which is 
.. Episcopus." The more correcCrendering of Metran in English is "Metropolitan." 
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Bishop McInnes spoke most warmly of him as being not a great 
scholar but a great Christian, and a personal friend of his own 
for 18 years past. 

Nazareth. On arrival at Haifa, after a five-hours' journey, 
I was very thirsty, and while looking about for a place to get tea 
I stumbled on to our old friend Ibrahim Dowany, formerly one 
of our most enterprising colporteurs and still our agent for Haifa 
and Mt. Carmel, etc. He was very pleased to see me, and our 
talk led to his coming to Jerusalem at his own expense to join 
our conference. 

The stay at Nazareth gave me three days to prepare for the 
conference. Dr. Bathgate had recently been in New Zealand, 
and it speaks wonders for the love that interdenominational mis­
sions have to one another when one mentions that he, in addition 
to his own deputation work for the Edinburgh Medical Mission, 
had given time and encouragement to our friend Mr. James 
Kinnear, who is our Honorary Deputation Secretary for Nile 
Mission Press in New Zealand. (Exactly the same thing applies 
to Miss Catherine Murray, who in addition to helping the E.G.M. 
with deputation work, had time and energy to put in a good word 
for the N.M.P. also. May the Lord reward them both !) 

Dr. Bathgate most kindly invited me to speak to the dozen 
or more summer visitors who were at that time staying in thp 
rooms over the hospital, the subject being, "God's Hand in the 
N.M.P." 

Another link with that splendid hospital-which, by the way, 
was packed full of patients-is our colporteur Elyas Taballuj, 
who visits twice a week and holds an Arabic service in the wards. 
Long live co-operation when it is of the practical kind! 

On the Monday Taballuj and I left for Jerusalem. Passing 
through Nablus we called at the C.M.S hospital to ask for the 
Pastor, and in various places saw the damage caused by the 
earthquake. Arrived in Jerusalem, I called on Mr. and Mrs. 
Shelley, who had had a very alarming experience, and whose 
house is now condemned. Mr. Shelley had a marvellous escape. 
Mr. Lang, who very kindly spoke at one of our meetings, was 
staying with the Shelleys in Miss Dickson's house. 

THE "STILL SMALL VOICE." 

Now for the Conference at Jerusalem, which was the first 
ever held for Palestine colporteurs. It was organized somewhat 
hurriedly after my return from Tunis, and more especially after 
the earthquake, and we were under the difficulty of arranging it 
from a distance. However, our faithful friend Mr. Ibrahim 
Jameel, the senior colporteur, at present in charge of the book 
depot inside the Damascus Gate, ran around and obtained terms 
from the small hotels. We arranged it at the cheapest rate 
possible, but even then the cost of living in Palestine is higher 
than that in Egypt, and hotels are hotels! 

Those present included our own five colporteurs, also 
Ibrahim Dowany, formerly a colporteur and now the agent for 
Haifa and district; also one colporteur of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and one from Miss Radford's Bible Institute, one 
convert from the Danish Mission, Damascus, two Bible-women 
of the American Mission Church, and one evangelist; one C. M. S 
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12 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

pastor, and other Christian workers, in addition to two 
EurOlpeans, OIne of whOim was OIur old friend Dr. Wakefield. 

Most of the meetings were held in the American Church of 
the Christian Missionary Alliance, by very kind invitation 
received from Miss Butterfield; in fact, the welcome there was so 
exceedingly cordial that we are strongly pressed to consider the 
advisability of accepting again for next year. Our old friend 
Mr. Lang, with whom we have for long had spiritual relation­
ships, being then a guest of the Shelley's, very kindly came and 
addressed the conference on one occasion, but seemed to be feel­
ing the heat somewhat. I spoke at the first one or two of the 
meetings and presided at the others. There was plenty of sing­
ing from the Beyrout hymn-boo)<. The first subject was, "The 
Necessity of the New Birth-What it is and what it is not." In 
addition to the devotional addresses there were one or two 
business meetings, which were thrown open for discussion, and 
different colporteurs told of their difllculties, and all were free to 
ask questions. One must remember that they had not met one 
another before, and, in fact, one who had lived for 50 years in 
Nazareth-" Our Lord's own city," as he called it-had never 
in his life set foot in the Holy City. Therefore it was to them 
all an event not to be forgotten. 

On the Tuesday night we planned a consecration service on 
the Mount of Olives by moonlight. As it takes half-an-hour for 
horse-carriages to get up by the roundabout road, via Mt. 
Scopus, it was found that a couple of automobiles could do it in 
half the time and it would be somewhat cheaper, because they 
would carry more. It was nearly half-past nine when we arrived 
there, as the moon was well past the full; but the Mount itself 
was well lighted, and in ten minutes or so the Temple area got 
the moon's rays; then the whole of the city. 

Meanwhile, Gethsemane, which was exactly straight down 
beneath our feet, was in the deepest of shade. We uncovered 
our heads, looked down upon the ancient olive-trees in the 
Garden, and all offered prayers of consecration. By the time we 
had finished, the moonlight was brighter, and gradually the deep 
shade of Gethsemane faded. We then turned our faces to the 
upper brow of Olivet, quoting Acts i. 9-11, and made reference 
to the possibility of His near returning. We seemed to feel God 
very present with us, so that in reality it could be said, "after the 
earthquake . . . a still small voice." 

Next day, Wednesday, was a specially full one, for the men 
were up soon after five, and as we all slept together we all woke 
more or less simultaneously. At 7 a.m. we had our early morn­
ing prayer-meeting, and an excellent address was given by Mr. 
Naseef Gindy, a very old friend, who has just been spending his 
honeymoon in Jerusalem, and who brought his wife to our table, 
and stayed with us the whole of the time that we were there. 
HiS! words on the imposs.ibility of separating fellowship and 
service will long be remembered, for he emphasized to the colpor­
teurs that fellowship with God not followed by service is very 
incomplete, whereas service without fellowship is equally barren. 

Breakfast at 8 a.m, first morning meeting at 9; quiet half­
hour for us all from 10 a.m. Second meeting from 10-30. Back 
to the hotel to change, then at 12-30 I was invited to lunch with 
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Rev. Graham Brown, Principal of Wycliffe College, Oxford, in 
order to tell the 31 theological students something about the work 
which N.M.P is trying to do in Palestine. 

Back for a mid-day rest. Tea at the American Mission at 
4 o'clock. First aften;oon meeting at 4-30. Second meeting, 
5-30. Then between 6-30 and 7-30 p.m. we took a car out to Mar 
Elyas, which is rather more than half-way to Bethlehem, in order 
to visit and pray with the bride of the colporteur who had 
recently married. She was much gratified. 

Back to the hotel for supper. By about 9 p.m. we were off 
again, this time to visit the Jerusalem colporteur, who had just 
lost another child, making the seventh that has preceded him to 
the better land. This poor man and his wife will be glad of a 
place in the prayers of our readers. 

SOME OBSERVABLE RESULTS. 

The Conference was, of course, not one for passing resolu­
tions, but was simply a convention or retreat for getting into more 
definite touch with God and deepening the life of the workers. 
Some things h2.ppening there must be left to God; but among 
the observable results are these :-( I) The excellent spirit of 
reverence in the whole of the meetings; in fact, the Palestinians 
seemed more reverent in their meetings than the Egyptians do 
in theirs, speaking generally. And one friend present has since 
written to say that the Holy Land has seemed more dear to her 
since this conference. 

(2) Quite striking have been the letters of thanks received 
from all the colporteurs without exception, and also from others. 
The C. M. S. pastor at N ablus writes to say that the N ablus col­
porteur has come back with much more energy and very much 
brighter; and the Baptist pastor at Nazareth writes similarly, 
and sends a pressing invitation to use his church next time. 

(3) In fact, to sum up, instead of the men having a dull, 
pessimistic outlook, made still more dark by the shock to their 
nerves caused by the earthquake, they have brightened up con­
siderably and their whole outlook seems more hopeful. Brethren, 
pray for us; the future is as bright as the promises of God! 

A. T. D. 
Cairo, 8th September, 1927. 

+ 
H JI mgbt and morning In :Joppa." 

FOR THE CHILDREN. 

DR young friends may be interested to look up Joppa 
in the Acts of the Apostles, and to find what hap­
pened there. Some perhaps may not know that the 
modern name of Joppa is really Yafa, pronounced 
by some Europeans as Jaffa. 

On my way back from the Palestine Colpor­
teurs' Conference held in Jerusalem, as described in the previous 
article, the agent advised me to join the boat at Jaffa, rather than 
go all the way to Haifa, as it would leave Haifa before 8 o'clock 
in the morning. Also, I did not want to go by rail, but was able 
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to go to Jaffa by road, taking a seat in a public car. It IS two 
hours' run and a prettier run than that by rail. 

On arrival at Jaffa my troubles began. I told the porter 
who carried my bag to take me to a small hotel for the night, but 
not the one where tourists gO'. However, he took me straight 
off to a tourists' hotel where the figure was beyond my purse; 
not only so, but we had just been impressing upon the colporteurs 
that they must economise, and so I did not stay there but tried 
elsewhere. 

Next· door to the hotel is a very pleasant-looking book depot, 
belonging to the London Jews' Society, and as Mr. Nyland, the 
missionary, is agent for O'ur books he has a very neat bookcase 
in the depot, bearing the words" Nile Mission Press Agency." 

Mr. Nyland \vas away on furlough, but an elderly gentleman 
sitting in the depot advised me that there was no other hotel than 
the one to which I had first been sent: that is, no other suitable 
for Europeans as we understand it. However, I tried elsewhere. 

The porter next took me to one bearing the title" The House 
of Joy," but as the road by the side of it was" out of bounds" 
to British troops I thought a better neighbourhood WQuid be 
more suitable. The porter then took me to' "Hotel Vienne." 
The card shewed by the hotel proprietQr says, on the Hebrew 
side, after the word Jaffa " E. Y." (Eretz Yisrael, i. e., the Land 
of Israel), as all Jews use these words instead of "Palestine," 
or after writing "Palestine." 

There were two ladies in charge, sisters, and they tried to 
talk to me. I t was rather amusing trying to' find a language 
which both of us knew and which the one of us eQuid write, as 
she wanted to tell me that if I tOQk the whole rQom with three 
beds I could have it for 5/-; but she could nQt find any language 
that she could write on my block-note to tell me this. At last 
she went and found a Palestinian who spoke Arabic. Having 
agreed to terms, I went out and got supper at a Jewish restaurant 
with lovely grapes of the " Land of Israel." 

I then tried to make the sisters understand that next mQrn­
ing I should need cafe au lait (coffee with milk) and bread and 
butter for breakfast. But alas! they could not understand 
spoken Arabic, and apparently no English; I did not know 
German. At last one of them got the word "cafe," and straight­
way made me a cup of black coffee! I drank the coffee and gave 
up trying to make her understand for the time being. 

From 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. I lost an hour trying to find some 
means of CQmmunication with my hostess. As a bright thought 
I wrote down from memory the first phrases of the Hebrew 
Bible, which the Jews call" Breshith" (= In the beginning). I 
found she could read the square Hebrew printed characters which 
I printed for her, and it considerably pleased her, but it Qnly con­
fused matters more, so far as discovering a medium of conversa­
tion was concerned, for she immediately began to' chatter away 
in modern Hebrew, writing to me in script and not in the printed 
characters which I read in the Hebrew Bible. However, I 
managed to decipher two words-" Are yQU a Jew, then?" I 
was able to assure her that I was not a Jew. The next thing 
was to try to, get a washstand put intO' my bedrQQm, as there was 
nothing whatever of the kind, nor did there seem to be in the 
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other bedrooms. (Of course, the missionary, when travelling, 
has to use all sorts of things, and I would gladly have washed at 
the public tap, only they were just having their supper in front 
of it!) I tried the Syrian colloquial, Egyptian colloquial, written 
Arabic, English and French, but could make no progress. At 
last she seemed to understand .by instinct, and signed. to me that 
one was going to be brought in. 

It took an hour to find the washstand and to clean it, and 
then I had no ewer or jug, but a large basin very full of water, 
which had to do for both night and morning! However, I slept 
well, and needed it after the six meetings of Wednesday. 

N ext morning I expected" cafe au lait," but the little hostess 
was 'perfectly innocent of all I had been trying to say the night 
be"fore. After some effort she understood the word "cafe," but 
brought me a tiny cup, an inch high, of Egyptian black coffee. 
Then I made a sign to her that I wanted milk. She ran out and 
brought a tiny drop of milk to shew me, and to ask" Is this what 
you want?" At last she understood the Arabic word" Khubz " 
(bread) and brought me a breakfast of bread and dry cheese. 
And so we ended up happily, and overcame the difficulties of 
communication. 

I then went out into the streets to make quite sure about 
my ship calling, as it was only going to call by special permission 
to take a great number of delegates to the 15th Zionist Congress 
in Switzerland. 

On my way there I found a whole brigade of young workers 
selling green ribbons, and insisting that every Moslem they met 
should buy a ribbon and wear it. In fact, when they found a 
man not wearing a ribbon they pinned one on without asking him, 
and then charged him for it. 

Now, my young friends, guess what was on that ribbon. 
N ot Young Men's Christian Association, but "Young Men's 
1'.1 aslem Associatio.n "-in other words, a rather clever imitation 
of methods of Christian work. 

On my way back from the port I was completely hemmed in 
by a great demonstration, carrying 20 huge Moslem banners. 
As it was still about a fortnight to the Prophet's Birthday, I 
asked for the name of the saint whose feast they were commem­
orating. They said that it was the feast of the great Moslem 
saint Reubeil. "Never heard of him? Who was he?" "Oh, 
our lord Reubeil,-upon him be peace." " Well now, that is 
strange; I have read the Quran through three times, once back­
ward, once forward, and so on, and never once have I discovered 
that there is a Moslem saint called Reubeil! " They seemed a 
little embarrassed at this, but presently a man who stood by said, 
" Our lord Reubeil was one of the ten sons of Jacob." I puzzled 
my head for a moment or two, till I remembered that "I" and 
" n " are often interchangeable in Arabic, and therefore this new 
Moslem saint--of whom I had never heard before-was Reuben! 

I do not think that even the Jews would claim him for a 
saint, and in any case it is one more example of a trick which the 
Moslems have played more than once, i.e., of twisting the lion's 
tail. I mean by that, that when they want to, tread on the corns 
of their Jewish neighbours they take a Jewish name from the Old 
Tes,tamen.t, and announce very gravely to all the world that he 
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is one of their celebrated Moslem saints. They then look up the 
calendar and try to find a spare day to make a saint's birthday 
for him! 

Now, I wonder if you are interested in all this? I thought 
perhaps you might be rather interested to know of the babel of 
tongues in the Holy Land at present. But are you remembering 
those who are working in Palestine? Remember the colporteurs 
of whom I have cold in the previous article, and ask God that all 
the needed help may be forthcoming. 

After a lunch, mostly of grapes, at the Jewish restaurant, I 
went down to the port, and the sailors immediately raiseo the 
price for taking me out to the ship. (The rocks make the land­
ing place so very shallow that no ship could go near, and it is 
so risky to go out to the ship that every boat has to have six 
rowers. Consequently it is quite worth the 4/- which they 
charge to put one on board). 

When I found that they were going to charge me 6/- instead 
of 4/- I at once said, "Ah, but you see, I am n6t a believer in 
your holy saint Reubeil, and so if you cannot take me for 4/­
to-day, just leave me here until the saint's birthday is over, and 
to-morrow the price will be 4/ - ! " 

When they saw that I knew the proper price, they brought 
me out to the ship. Thence to Alexandria on the way back to 
Cairo. 

A. T. U. 
Cairo, I927. 

• 
Jlm~rt\an miSsion Prav~r Conru~nc~ • 

• 

OR twent. ,y-eight years the American Mission has held 
an annual Conference lasting three days, and for 

; the last fifteen or sixteen years the.N.M.P. has never 
. ) failed to have a stall of books in: charge of a colpor-
l~ teur. This, year we made up a party of five and had 

tlwo stalls,. 
The Conference this, year was held at Beni Suef. The journey 

there was, doubly interesting. Fir~st, it was the initiation into 
Egyptian Church life, and, secondly, it was the fir'st oecas.ion of 
leaving Cairo s,ince our arrival. It was: alsO' the first trip .of any 
length on which we had taken the car, and it was the first time 
I had tried my hand at sal eSim anship. In a sense the car was on 
trial, and sO' was, I. The car stood the trial excellently. 

We left. Cairo at 8-30 on Monday morning, and arrived at 
Beni Suef a little before T 2-30. The circumstances which com­
pelled slow progre'S~s through the villages were opportunities for 
broadcasting by print'ed page the message of salvation:. 

The afternoon was spent. il1l pricing the books for the Confer­
ence; in my cas,e: learning the price of a few, and the titles of a 
few more. The evening waSi spent with some Gospels, which were 
eagerly received by all to whom they were offered. . The only 
exceptiol1ls were some of those who could not re~ad; they regret­
fully declined the: offer of a Gospel, burt others, more 'enterprising, 
took the Gospel and ran to a storekeeper, asking him to, read it. 

The next morning we attended a Conference meeting lasting 
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two and a half hO'urs,. The flO'w of Arabic left me a little dizzy, 
burt: we had to collect all O'ur energies to' sell to' the retiring con­
gr,egation. The spiritual tone of some of the addresses, in s.o far 
as I could undersrtand them, and the freedom in prayer which 
characterized the meetings', left a deep impr'esoSion. 

vVe paid a visit tOo the Coptic Archbishcp, whD' displayed an 
inter'est in the work of God which is gD'ing on in some parts of 
the Moslem world. If only these Coptic clergy could be fired with 
zeal for the convers,ioli' of their Moslem brethren, what a step would 
be taken! 

Three little incidents, I mention. While seIling a copy of Mr. 
Theobald's, new trac't, " Zanbaqat as Sahara" (Lily of the Desert), 
the buyer told me that once he was, a smoker, but had given it up. 
This, was ample testimony to the truth of this tr'act, that deliver­
ance is poss,ible, but only in Chris.t. 

We also heard from a Moslem convert how grateful Moslems 
had been for the Go,spds, which we had distributed on the previous 
evening. He had overheard their conversation in the cafe where 
he was s,itting. Those who won't or can't buy must be given the 
message. 

A Go's'Pel O'f St. John inl Arabic was, given tOo one of the ser­
vants in the hotel wher'e we were sltaying. When we passed him 
a little later he was. reading it to' a friend, and we never' saw him 
without it open. He was reading it right through, every spare 
moment that he had. May the written Word be doubly precious 
to him in revealing the Living Word, Who alone can save. 

The evening meeting, which we could nO't all attend, waS! held 
in the Cinema. About three hundred Moslems came and listened 
to' ,an addres.s, on the Cross of Christ. Even more came, so I was 
tD'ld, the nlext night. Praise and pray! 

We left on Wednesday before 8 a. m., and reached Cairo 
slOon: after 12, after' an experience which was as encouraging as it 
was useful. 

J. R. M . 

• 
Cbt Oasu of £tbpan nUtrt. 

Report on Evangelistic Trip, 1927. 
[Note by Editor,-The writer of the followin~ report volunteered to do once 

more this year the same as last year, i,e., to sacnfice his month's summer holiday 
to take the Gospel to the two Oases, one of which is 130 miles desert journey 
distant from the other. Unfortunately, August was specially hot this year, and 
anyhow Upper :ggypt is uSllaJly ten or twelve degrees hotter than Cairo while 
the Oases (depressions in the desert) are much hotter still. Mr. Upson ·sent to 
Jowhar Elf, to give up and come back, but he plodded on for three weeks, and 
distributed no less than 1361 tracts and Scriptures, Some of the latter we! e the 
illustrated Arabic gospels supplied by the Scripture Gift Mission,) IE LEFT Caim on 18th July, travelling direct to the first oas,is 
~ at Kharga, which I reached in the afternoon of the next 

day. Someone whose acquaintance I had made last year 
~N' was awaitinlg me this time. 

During the fourteen days I spent at Kharga I made trips 10 
three villages,. The work was mostly free distr'ibutiorr 0'£ books, 
with some personal work for individuals. Two meetings were 
held with the aid of the magic lantern which I took for the pur-
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pose, and at each meeting were about thirty-five persons, the whole 
of whom were Moslems. At the first meeting I smowed pictures 
of the Prophet Jonah, and then the first part of the Life of Christ. 
At the second we began with Moses, finishing with the latter part 
Oof the Life Oof Christ. 

On 3rd August I s,et OIUt OIn the long and tiresome jOourney to 
Dakhla, the second OaSlis~-a journey Oof 200 more kilOometres (s,ay 
130 miles) farther on intol the Libyan Desert. The heat there at 
that time waSi indesc'ribable. HOIwever, in spite of fatigue, I 
reached Mot, where the pOll ice station is. During the six day~ 
in Dakhla Oasis I visited ten villages'. Villages, not visited (on 
account OIf distance) did, hOlwever, hear our message, for I sent 
free giftsl of tracts, to them by means, of acquaintances among the 
nfficials. I afterwards heard that the books actually reached the 
villages. 

As, the heat was, toOl great fOlr my health, the Sanitary Inspec­
tor OIf the Oasis advised me tOi cut short and return to CairO', which 
I did. Praise be to God Who preserved me from the great heat 
and the terrible thirst. 

The number of N.M.P. tracts and A.B.S. Scriptures dis,tri­
buted gratis, reached 1,361. By s,ale I disposed of 2 Bibles and _12 
books for PT. 146.5 (£1 IOS.). 

The general attitude of the people this, year was much mOIre 
cOlrdial than last year, fOir some of them knew me from last year. 
and, but for the intense heat, I could have stayed longer. 

The Nile Miss,ion PresS! guaranteed the sum of LE. 12 towards 
my expenses, but the American Bible SOIciety gave LE. 2 towards 
that, and two or three Egyptian ChriSitians helped with donations 
towards, the cOost nf th~ tracts given away. Praise be tOo God. 

(Sgd.) JOWHAR TOMAS, Evangelist, Boulac . 

• 
I)~ws from (alrt'. 

LOCAL ApPRECIATION OF SIR WILLIAM WILLCOCKS . 

• 

S illus,trative of Oour contentiOon that the people Oof the 
East know a man when they see Oone, there has 
recently appeared a cart'oon Oof Sir William Will­
cocks, with an article 0'£ nearly a whole page, in one 

~~ of the leading Cairo newspapers,. 
The writer had fOlr sixty-six weeks caricatiured 

one Minister of State, OIr high OIfficial, every week, and remarks, ;­
" After all the libelactiOons from indignant Egyptiansl, now I am 
gOling to have the British warships, sent to Port. Said or Alexan­
dria and a, cannon blowing Ooff my head for' caricaturing one of 
these preciOous, Englishmen. Stm, William is! Oonly half an Engli'ih­
man, fnr he was born i.n India." 

After mentioning about a dozen incidents in Sir William's 
career, stating that he always' stood Up' for the poorer class d 
natives-sO' much sO' that, at Ooille time it was a by-word, "They 
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are the William-men "-the article c0'ntinues,: "I will tell you 
the kind of fell0'w he is. Li.steIll! When he was, Director-General 
of a big G0'vernment Department they omitted t0' say whether his 
salary was. in 5terIing or Egyptian; we Egyptians wO'uld have 
taken it in Egyptian and saved 2,500 sixpences. This man, being 
pO'sse"sor O'f a thing they call a conslCience, drew his in sterling ! 
That is the kind Qif chap he is ! 

Here is a stmy about hi~ when he was up country, and all 
the people rQund As-suan loved him and protected him :-" The 
stO'ry rUins that a brigand who was caught, and might have been 
shot in the night, called out, ' Ana ismi WiIIy-Cockis ' (My name 
is vVilIcocks), and thus got off, because n(Y one ever touched 
, Willy-Cockis, ' ! " 

In general, it is said Oof this man that none of us have ever 
once seen him fighting fOor his O'wn advantage; "in fact, in his 
Qild age, and since his case, he goes about preaching what he 
believes tQi be the truth." 

Note.-The caricature shows Sir William in a black suit, 
with clerical collar, holding a Bible, and underneath is written: 
" He whO' prOovided water to make gardens f0'r men on this, earth, 
now finds another kind of water fO'r the garden up abo've." 

Sir William Willcocks has. translated into the coUoquial the 
fQiur Gospels, which the Nile Mission Pres,s printed f0'r him, and 
has dist.ibuted thQiusands with hi'S, OfWn hand. 

DISTRIBUTING THE MESSAGE IN CAIRO STORES. 

A fresh movement, Qin a small scale, seems to have originated 
with HutrQis Effendy, the clerk in charge of CQlpDrteurs at Nile 
Mis-siQin PreSisi, Cair0'. For long he has been 0'ne Df a band of 
three or four Egyptian workers whO' have~with N.M.P. Purity 
Movement-been respDnsible fool" di.stributing 1,000 Arabic tracts 
every Thursday evening. Lately he has had laid upon his heart 10 
reach the ass,istants (mostly Jews, and Greeks, but also Syrian and 
Egyptian MDslems) in the big drapery st0'res of the city, such as 
Cicurel, Sednawi, etc. On a recent m0'rning he and an. evan­
gelist from the Danish Mission, Damascus, (now staying at N.M.P. 
for training) spent several hQiurs, at this work. They met with 
every courtes,y from the recipients, and the Scriptur'e Gift Mislsion 
Gospels, were gr'atefuJly received; in fact, O'ne "s,hop-walker" 
asked them tQi give Greek GQispels too some 0'f hi,s sewing-gids. 
During this 0'ne mQirning no less than 550 GO'spels were distributed, 
in Arabic, French and Greek. 

NO' one 0'bjected to' recei'ving these GQispels, himseH, the O'nly 
objection was, made by some Christians. whO' saw] ews receiving 
them gladly, and fO'rthwith said, "It is a mistake t0' give the 
GO'spel to J ewsi. " 

Next morning he took 300 Armenian GO'spels (S.G.M.) and 
went to' the schoO'I. Immediately he was surrounded. When 
one of the teachers Slaw that he was likely to be mobbed, he rang­
the school bell, and made them stand· on parade and receive the 
pO'rtion.s in Qirder, finally thanking the one wh0' brought them. 
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Duos from paluttnt. 
COLPORTEUR from Palestine says m his Monthly 

Report :-
While travelling through the villages I met a passer­

by in the road, who asked me, "What is your native 
place?" I told him my name and my home. 

" Are you the evangelist-colporteur preaching our Lord lssa 
and selling bookSl? " 

" YeSl." 
" Ah ! you are then the person who roams about misguiding 

Mohammedans to become Christians,." 
" Not in the least," I replied, "I never misguide, but try 

to gUlide and make good, as does salt to food, in accordance with 
our Lord'Si saying, 'Ye are the salt of the earth,' and' Ye are 
the light of the world,' and this being the case, if anyone happens 
to get angry with me on this score I do not mind him, as, I am 
only obeying God, Who should be obeyed rather than men; neither 
do I fear that Q1ne as my Christ, in WhOise name I have the honour 
to' preach. He saysl, ' Even the hairs of your heads are counted, 
and none of them faIls withQlut the cOinsent of your Father,' and 
, if God Almighty be with us, who dare stand against us,.' " 

" I truly believe you are Christian," he said. "And why? " 
inquired 1. Because two men followed yoU' in order to kill you, 
tear your books and take your donkey when you left that town~­
pointing to one near by-Ia"t time, but they saw with you some 
company in mighty power and grand and supernatural appear­
ance and they had to retrace their steps, saying 'Truly God ;s 
with this man, and we do hear witness that what he preaches IS 

true, otherwise God, in His justice, would never have kept him 
in His protection.' " "BUlt," said I, " I do not believe one word 
of this." Whereupon he took a great oath, saying that he only 
told me what he heard himself, and that he had no object in mis­
leading me. 

I remembered the saying Q1f Elisha to hiS! servant, that those 
who were with them were more than those against them. I was 
thus encouraged, very much strengthened, and believed that God 
is, walking on our s,ide, that His Wo,rd mUist succeed some day 
and bear much fruit, as it has already softened many hearts. 
Prais,ed be His Name. 

There is no doubt a miraculous intervention took place, and 
probably saved the colporteur's life. 

AI-Khoury, our colporteur in Transjordan, says III his 
Monthly Repo,rt :-

(I) He met at . a Mohammedan educated lady from 
. . .. whom he convinced of the neces,s,ity of embracing Christi­
anity, being the only true religion for salvation. He gave her 
some eas.y tracts, tOi read, and saw in his discussion with her that 
she would like very much to be converted and long to study Chris­
tian literature. He showed her the necessity of persevering in 
perpetual prayer as the only means of approaching the Lord and 
receiving His, redemption. 

(2) \Vhile he was, at Medaba, he was run over and rather 
badly hurt. He was obliged t0' remain there fo'r one day inactive. 
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(3) At ... AI-Khoury passed by a little school fO'r Beda­
ween boys who were learning the Qu:ran by heart. The school­
master called him and gave him a seat beside him. In the interval 
the school-master asked AI-Khoury many questions, which the 
latter answered satisfactO'rily. He sO'ld the schonl-master a book, 
and was asked to' visit the school whenever he passed in that 
direction,. 

Mekhail, our colporteur at Jerusalem, says III his Monthly 
Report :-

(I) I passed in my jo<urney by . . . . where I met two 
Mohammedans. TO' these I spoke about the love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to' His disciples. They listened attentively and 
invited me to their houSles,. Seeing that I was goillig to depart, 
they asked me: "vVhere are you go<ing?" "To the hotel," 
I replied. "But' whO' bears your expenses?" they enquired. 
" Our Mis'S.ion," I replied. Then they obliged me to sleep at their 
house fO'r the night, sayilllg, " It is, our duty to' assist your Mis­
siolli. " In the mnrning, being Sunday, they requested me to: stay 
for the day with them. Then they gathered their familieSi and 
hareem, and I began to read to' them about the miracles of Christ. 
They were all pleased, and at parting they entreated me to 
visit them and be their guest whenever I passed by ... Assuredly 
the ways· of GOld are wonderful! 

(2) At .... I visited the patients at the English hospital 
and comforted them. I met also a Go<vernment' teacher, who 
bought a copy of "Sweet First Fruits" and helped me in: the 
work of colportage. 

(3) At .... I met a Mo<hammedan, a dormitory attendant 
in the Government hospital. He took me to the ho<spital, where 
I was able tOI speak, in his presence, to the patienrts, about the 
salvation of Christ'. 

This attendant is studying Christianity, and we ask the 
prayers o<f our readers for this man alsl()i . 

• 
extract from I~ff~r from mr. Cbtobald. of JlI~trla. " 1131 ~ E are back here',l:Ifter six weeks fairly strenuous w.ork. 

~t'i The colportl:lge round about Constantine has been 
~ .{ very encouraging-over 600 N.M.P. publications 

~".... were sold and distributed. This v.:as very cheering, 
as the district worked ,"as a tract of land between Constantine 
and the sea: a vicinity almost entirely neglected as being neither 
wholly Kabyle or completely Arab. We were agreeably surprised 
at the number of readers we found. At one place a man asked 
us if we had anything new in ~the way of literature. This was 
strange, as this town had never been visited before by any col­
porteur and missionary. He had read many of N.M.P. publica­
tions, and on enquiry we found that he had already purchased 
from us when we were at the. . . . . last year-a district 
nearly 600 miles away. We saw he had already introduced our 
books to his son, who was in business here, and as a result many 
were glad to receive the literature on the recommendation of one 
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who had travelled 600 miles to introduce it. How the germs of 
truth travel, and what a strange power literature has of repro­
duction and resurrection. 

I remember reading once an illustration in one of the late 
Rev. W. L. Wilkinson's sermons-and he had a remarkable gift 
for illustration. He said: 'The other day I was looking at a 
fringe of garden flowers,-golden flowers springing up by the 
margin of a Yorkshire river. There are no similar flowers in 
the neighbourhood, and it is said that these beautiful blossoms 
escaped from an old abbey and came down the stream mile dte r 

mile until they adorn this out-of-the-way place. . . .' There is 
no doubt about the extraordinary peregrination of literature-in 
the most unthought of places it comes to light. Here at Oued 
Athmenia there were no similar flowers of N.M.P. literature cast­
ing their fragrance around, as it was our first visit here, yet 
coming up the stream mile after mile, from the extreme southern 
deserts to- the rugged mountains of the north, travelling 600 

miles, a book reappears to gladden and cheer the human heart. 
How pervasive, penetrating, and persistent is literature-On! 
with the labour grand! " 

----·t---

Jln €xtraordlnarp Incldtnt In an €~WI,.tan Villagt. 
MOSLEM came to one of our workers recently and told 

him the following incident :--
"There was in our village a bookseller named 

-- who used to hold conversations with Moslems 
and sell them books. I myself as a Moslem g-ot a few small 
tracts from him and understood something of the Christian 
religion, but was not completely convinced. Then something 
happened in my life, of which I must tell you. -

One of mv relatives defrauded me of a sum of monev and 
then denied it; and offered to swear on the Koran that h-e had 
nothing of mine. 

The Colporteur, happening to come up, suggested that the 
Bible was a holier book than the Koran. I sent for a Bible and 
my partner then took a false oath. 

Eleven days passed, and his only son fell down a well and 
died; three days after, family troubles arose and he divorced his 
wife; thirteen days after that, fire broke out in his house, and 
when he rushed in to save his money, he received bad burns and 
died of his injuries in hospital. Great fear fel! on all the Moslems 
in the village. 

There are now more than a hundred Bibles in that village. 
and when the Colporteur came back from his journey, I told him 
I was no~ convinced of the truth of the Christian religion. 

The Colporteur went on to talk to my Uncle, who was the 
. chief of the village. 'Vhen my Uncle, however, got to hear of 
my conversion through the Colporteur, he decided to kill him, but 
God saved him. 

I then visited another Mission Station and interviewed the 
evangelist there. After that, insult and injury increased. They 
burned my growing crops and also my house, but I remained 
stedfast in my faith. Then all the six members of my family 
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believed also. 
family. " 

am now hoping to be baptised with my whole 

We earnestly commend this family to our readers in prayer, 
asking that God will keep the family in safety and bless them 
abundantly. • 

Our Brancbu and JlgtnClts. 
I. The following are our BRANCHES at the time of writ­

ing. (Appeals from Persia, Nigeria, Morocco, South Africa have 
lately been received; but to some of these we may have to turn 
a deaf ear) :-
PALESTINE-Bible and Book DepOt, Damascus Gate. 5 Col­

porteurs, one of these in Trans-Jordan (P.O. Box 145, 
Jerusalem). 

ALGERIA-2 Colporteurs; their Supt. 's time is loaned by A. M. 
Band. Address: Mr. Theobald, Dar Naama, El-Biar. 

SUDAN-l Colporteur has been kindly superintended by Dr. 
Giffen, Khartoum, as an experiment. 

NILE V ALLEY-9 Colporteurs, besides the Sudan one. One is 
called our "Traveller," for he carries "samples." 

II. The following are the GENERAL AGENCIES arranged 
to date:-
MORocco--Mr. P. Campbell, Marrakesh (South Morocco 

Mission). 
TUNISIA-Mr. Evan Short, N.A.M. DepOt, Bab el Djedid, Tunis. 
SYRIA-Rev. C. Scherer, Dir. of Lit. Dist., American Mission, 

Beyrut. 
IRAQ (Central)-Rev. F. J. Barny, 2/8/1, Sinak, Baghdad. 
PERSIAN GULF-Rev. H. A. Bilkert, American Mission Depot, 

Basra. 
CHINA-Rev. Claude Pickens, Room 212, Missions' Buildings, 

Shanghai. 
PERSIA-Being arranged. Probably Teheran and Ispahan. 
INDIA-Being arranged, at Bombay and Rawalpindi (Punjab). 
ARGENTINE-Pending. 

III. The following are the LOCAL AGENCIES (for retail 
supply) :-
JAFFA-(Palestine) Rev. P. Nyland, L.J.S. DepOt. 
HAIFA-(Palestine) Ibrahim Eff. Dowany, German Carmel 

Mission. 
BEYRUT-(Syria) American Bookshop, Sook Jameel. 
ALEPPo-Joint Book Depot (N.M.P.,-Beyrut Press,-and 

American Bible Society), Rev L. Witherspoon. 
DAMAscus-Pastor Alfred Neilsen, Danish Mission. 
RABAT-(Morocco) Mr. Leslie Robinson, N.A.MDepot. 
SFAx-(Tunisia) Mrs. Webb's Kiosk, opposite Post Office. 
ADEN-(Arabia) Rev. M. Borck-Jensen, Danish Church Mission. 
CONSTANTINE--(Algeria) American Methodist Mission Depot. 
ALEXANDRIA-(Egypt) C.M.S. Bookshop, IS, Ramleh Boulevard. 
ALEXANDRETTA-(Syria) Rev. S. H. Kennedy, Reformed Presb. 

Mission. 
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Using our Dtto Car. 
"THE MESSENGER OF PEACE." 

PARTY of us visited a village last Saturday, not far 
from Cairo, called Emhaba. It was market-day and 
there were between four and five thousand people 
gathered. 

It was an inspiration to see the eagerness of the people for 
the Word. At first we tried to sell them a Gospel of St. John for 
half a paistre, giving them another book full of the Gospel mes­
sage as a gift. Many were so poor that they could not afford 
to buy for half a paistre, and so they bought it for two milliemes 
or one, just as they were able. Many Gospels had to be given 
free. 

What appeals to me is the. way they eagerly strive to obtain 
a Gospel. They will climb on each others' backs with out­
stretched hand, and one's time is fully occupied in trying to keep 
one's feet, because of the press and throng. The missionary 
surely is not the attraction! No, but, like our blessed Master 
who attracted such multitudes as He uttered the words of Eternal 
Life, so His Word is the great attraction to-day. 

Can you imagine the feelings of one of God's servants, his 
hands full of gospels and portionettes, ..standing aside while a 
Moslem funeral passes. Before the body are about fifty men 
chanting the dry husks of the Koran, while behind, the women 
are wailing and crying. They are without Christ and without 
hope in the wodd; yet, in. His hands are the words of Eternal 
Life; but,-too late. 

Our Father's gift of a car to the Mission is a wonderful 
example of the foresight of God. vVe are able now to visit 
various markets, taking five workers and a considerable amount 
of literature. Places which before could not be visited because 
of the awkwardness of getting to them, and the weight of the 
parcels of.books, now are made possible. The impossible is now 
made possible by the car. 

Again we thank our Heavenly Father for His gift. May it 
always be the "Messenger of Peace" (its Arabic name). 

G.W. 
23rd November, 1927. 

Fairhaven. 

+ 
'atrbau~n . 

. are glad to know that" Blessed be Egypt" finds its 
way to' many distant parts of the wO'rld, and we want 
to' send a mess-age to the distant friends who live 
there. This is the twentieth year of the existence of 

It iSI a large comfortable house in Egypt, within a few minutes' 
walk of the Mediterranean Sea, seven miles, east of Alexandria, 
with which it is connected both by train and electric tramway. 

The purpose of Fairhaven is to provide a pJeasant resort where 
missionaries, may stay and rest. Many missionaries in Egypt 
spend their summer holiday there. July and August are very 
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The charges are cOfllSiderably less than! those of hotels, which 
usually cost a pound a day in Egypt. Missionaries pay at Fair­
haven twOI pounds. a week; home wo.rkers pay two and a half 
pounds a week; and visitors who are not workers, bUit come as 
friends, pay three and a half poun.ds a \veek. 

The house is. resel-ved for missionaries only from lVIay 31st to 
September 30th, but home workers and friends of missiooaries may 
come all the rest of theJ year, an:d stay aSi long as they wLs.h. 

,Ve are writing this to' make Fairhaven known to those who 
have never heard of it, and to assure them that they "viII find 
a welcome there. One of the attractions of Fairhaven is the 
Christian compan.ionship and fellowship with kindred spirits. All 
have the same love fo·r our Lord, and earnest desire to' work for 
Him. Many find the rest of the ho·use and garden a means, of 
reMoration after being very over-tired. There is a spirit of free­
Qom and pe'clce in the place which is greatly valued. \\re hope 
that some who read this will find their way there before this. winter 

is over, and that others will plan to come next autumn. NOIVember 
is a lovely month; the' great heat of the summer is over, and the 
flowering shntbSi are Jjeautiful. Some visitors L.'Ome early, then 
take a run lip the Nile, or to Jerusalem, and come back for the 
rest of the winter. Others s.tay quietly at Fairhaven the whoie 
winter, and go home in the spring. 

Correspondence shouJd be addressed to;­

The Lady in Charge, 

Fairhaven, Palais, Ramleh, Egypt. 
or to-----

Miss Van, Sommer, 

Cuffnell9, \V eybridge, England. 
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crowded nwnthsi but in September they go hack to their work in 
mallY differen,t partSI of Egypt, or tIl' Palestine and SYI·ia. 

Towards the end of September' and in OdQher and No·vember 
another kind of visiturs find their way to Fairhaven. 

Chris~ial1 workers o,f ever" kind: home workers. and homo.;' 
!lIis~.ion workers are welcome t() come for a winter's rest at Fair­
hnven. And not only \.\Oorkers, but those who take a keen. interest 
in l1)issions, Hn.d are· glad of the nPIXJrtunity of seeing them. 

Friends in full sympathy with missionary \vork are invited 
to pay a visit to' Fairhaven. 
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Blessed be Egypt 
A CH ALLENGE TO FAITH FOR THE 

MOHAMMEDAN WORLD 

Edited by A nnie Van Sommeir 
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SPRING NUMBER-APRIL, 1928. 

"0 FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING." 

EDITORIAL. 

THE NILE MISSION PRESS-COMMITTEE'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

How THEY BROUGHT THE GOOD NEWS-ANNUAL HEPORT 

FOR THE YEAR 1927, 

BALANCE SHEET. 

SUBSCRIPTION LIST. 

REMITTANCES. - Subscriptions and Donations for the. expanding work 
of The Nile Miuion Press (established in 1905), should be sent to the 
Secretary, JOHN L. OLIVER, 22, Culverden Park Road, Tunbridge Wells 
(Telegrams; "Nilpres, Tunbridge Wells." Telephone 1541, Tunbridge 
Wells). Cheques (crossed" Barclay s Bank, Ltd.") and Postal Orders 
should be made payable to The Nile Mission Press. For Bequest 
Form, see page 4 of cover. 

Subscriptions to .. Blessed be Egypt" (2/- a year, post free) should 
also be seut to John L. Oliver, who is always glad to send specimen 
copies to interested persons recommended to him by subscribers. 
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o for a thousand tongues .to sing 

My great Redeemer's Praise! 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of His grace. 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 

And spread through all the earth about 

The honours of Thy Name. 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinner's cars, 

'Tis life, and health, and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean, 

His blood availed for me. 

REV. CHARLES WESLEY. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVIII. APRIL, 1928. No. 113. 

€dttorlal. 
" I will praise Thee, 0 Lord, with my whole heart; I will 

she71J forth all Thy marvellous works. And they that know Thy 
name 7.lJill put their trust in Thee; for thou, Lord, hast not for­
saken them that seek Thee."--PsALM IX. I, 19. 

It is twenty.-three years since the Nile Mission Press was 
established, and the words of the Psalmist speak the thoughts of 
our hearts. God has worked wonderfully for us, and for the work 
He gave us to do. 

We look back to the beginning and see a little seed sown 
by the Master's Hand. We look round and see that He has 
caused it to grow through the wide world; and we look up with 
thanksgiving, and trust Him for days to come. 

The special needs for the coming year are more workers 
to share in every department of the daily tasks. Voluntary aid 
at home would be welcome. Office help in Cairo, workers fitted 
to help in oversight, and a larger number of Colporteurs. If we 
ask, He will give. 

Another most important need is that God may give a spirit 
of power to write, to many more Egyptian and Syrian Christians, 
hath men and women. 

The desire to read increases continually, and we want many 
more missionaries to become distributors of books and tracts, 
which are nearly always accepted willingly and gladly. The 
Portionettes of Holy Scripture are given away in thousands and 
there is a seed of life eternal in everyone of these. Tourists in 
Egypt and Palestine who are not missionaries may find a way of 
doing missionary work by distributing these portions from the 
Bible. 

We would thank all those who have helped us this last year, 
and all who have prayed far the Nile Mission Press. They are 
part of the army of Sowers whom the Master has called to His 
work, and He tells us that they that sow, and they that reap, 
shall rejoice together. 
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Cbt Dtlt mission prtss. 
(INcouPoRATED Hllli',). 

COMMITTEE'S TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 

IN the presentation of their 23rd Annual 
Reporr. the Executive Committee again 
realise, with profound gratitude to God, 
that practically all Departments of the work 

have prospered. 
Spiritually and generally the work has 

gone forward. The news of several cases of 
definite conversion makes them sure 
that the books which are going 
through the Press are of the right 
type and are supplying a real need, 
their great anxiety being to broad­
cast them as widely as possible. 

STAFF.-The European Staff has 
been increased during the year. 

Mr. John R. Menzies and Mr. George Wald 
went to Egypt at the end of September. Mr. 

Menzies' objective is Literary \York; and it is hoped that eventu­
ally :\Ir. 'Vald will he able to be put in charge of a Bookshop. 
They han' also had the kind voluntary aid during part of last 
year of ~'Ir. 1\fayfield, of New Zealand, whose help has been much 
appreciated. 

Mr. 'Michell, ul1iforhl!l1lately, owing- tn ill-health, has had to 
leave the c(~tIintry, and, temporarily ,Mrs. Michell is carrying on 
the work of visitation, and has been helpi~' also in the work in 
Palestine. 

The Committee haye to record, with kee'l1\ regret, the resigna­
Hon of Mr. J. Gnrdon Logan, who has beeI'll a member of the 
Executive Committee for SOl many years, and whose k!]Qwlooge 
of Egypt has been tn them at all times nf g'reat value. This has 
be •. 'ome necessary Dwing to ill-health:, and the prayers of the Exe('u­
ti\"(' fo]]o;,' him to hiSJ n~"w home in Scotland. 

TI1(')" have \\'elconwd l\f r. Donglas Purter in his place on the 
Committee. 

Following a trip round the world, 1\1rs. Tas. M. Montgomery, 
who for some years aC'tecl as Secretary to the American Christian 
Literature Society fDr Moslems, ,~.hich represents the Nile 
\lission Press in America, has again consenteo to resume this 
rl:'sponsihilit\,. This has been \\'elcomed hy all "'ho know her, as 
she has nlwavs been n verv warm friend of the Nile Mission 
Pren.· . 

CAIRO Bvn.DlNG.-lt was with a considerable sense of relief 
that the Committee heard that the Cairo Buildings were once 
more available for habitation. Our friends will remember that, 
owing to certain boring operations next door, there was some 
little fear that the Nile Mission Press premises might be per­
manently injured. This danger would now seem to be averted. 
Mr. and i\.frs. Upson were able to return to their flat, and this has 
all added to a hetter supervision and the comrort of the new 
Missionaries. 
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EXPANSION.---The Committee are able to report considerable 
expansion, and, as will be seen in Mr. Upson's Report, they have 
now nine General Agencies and twelve Local Agencies in many 
lands. 

The Literature has been supplied since the inception of the 
work to nearly roo different Societies, and the circulation of books 
for 1927, through all sources, reached a total of 484,54 I, or 
nearly 135,000 better than the previous best distribution in 1925. 

As the work grows it would seem to be necessary to have a 
Secretary for each Moslem Continent, but the most immediate 
need is for an efficient overseer for the Egyptian and Palestinian 
Colporteurs. 

The plan to start a Bookshop in the Egyptian Sudan has not 
materialised. Prayer is necessary ror an open door. 

BooKsHoPs.--There are now Bookshops in direct connection 
with the Nile l\Iission Press in Cairo, at 37, Shari a Manakh, at 
Jerusalem, in Khan-es-Zait, at EI-Biar, Algeria, and at Aleppo. 

Good work is being done in all of these centres, though a 
good deal of opposition has at times manifested itself. 

U nfortuna te 1 y, owing to the lack of men, the projects along 
this line in Persia, Sudan, and elsewhere, have not been realised 
as yet, but the Committee are very hopeful that, in the future, 
men and women and funds may be forthcoming to advance in 
these lands. 

During the year that is past, Mr. and Mrs. Gpson took a 
shortened furlough in England, after which Mr. Gpson proceeded 
to a visit in North Africa, and opened up General Agencies in 
Rabat, Sfax, Constantine, etc. His visit to Iraq had to be given 
up owing to an outbreak of cholera. 

PUBLICATIONS IN ARABIC, PERSIAN, ETc.~Nineteen new books 
in Arabic have been issued in 1927, bringing the total to 620 in 
23 years. Ten Publications have been issued in Persian, and 
translations into Turkish are being attempted. It was hoped that 
some might have been done in Malay Arabic, and that a trans­
lation in Urdu of the" Sevenfold Secret" will soon be made. 

AUSTIN CAR.~The purchase of an Austin car has met a long­
relt need. It is no\v possible for four or five workers ata time 
to go for a few hours to Market towns within reach of Cairo, and 
distribute large numbers of books. The Committee are very 
grateful to the lady whose gift made this possible. 

COLPORTAGE WORK.-It is noteworthy that our Colportage 
w()rk is now touching five different cQunt'ries, and it is encou1f'aging 
to know that one of the men in Algeria was brought to' Christ, 
originally, largely through Nile Mission Pressl books 

Their locations are as fo11o\\'s :--
Egypt---g men, in co-operation with the American Mission 

and the Egypt General Mission. 
Egyptian Sudan-r man. 
Palestine~4 men. 
Transjordan-r man. 
Algeria-2 men in conjunction with the Algiers Mission 

Band. 
The Committee ask special prayer for these men. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

FINANCE.---Here again a note of praise must be sounded, for 
all the needs of the work have been met during another year. 
Certain friends in America, who have largely helped our Pales­
tinian work, are forced in the coming year to give up their 
support. 

As new workers are accepted, so the Home Income will need 
considerable increase, but the Committee looks with confidence to 
God as each need arises. 

The comparison of this year's figures in subscriptions and 
donations with those of the previous year, sho,Y a considerable 
increase, and over £400 more has been transferred to the Field 
than in 1926. 

DISTRIBUTION PARTNERs.~During the year it has been found 
that many Christian workers are no longer in a position to pur­
chase the literature. Something therefore had to be done, and a 
scheme, under the heading "Distribution Partners," has been 
inaugurated. The conditions of this Partnership stipulates that 
the Nile Mission Press provides for its Partners absolutely free 
grants of their Publications, \vhilst the Distribution Partner, on 
his or her side, undertakes to distribute such literature systemat­
ically, tactfully and prayerfully, and engage to pray for the work 
of the Nile Mission Press at least once a week. 

LOCAL SECRETARIES.~ The Committee have been glad to 
welcome several new Local Secretaries and Prayer Helpers dur­
ing the year, but will be very glad to have others, where they 
have no representative in the Homeland who would be willing to 
start a small Prayer Group. The Secretary would be pleased to 
hear from any who feel guided of God to undertake this work. 

The Committee are also wishful to thank those who have 
helped them to continue the work, and among those who need 
special mention are the Trustees of the Milton Stewart Evangel­
istic Funds; the American Christian Literature Society for 
Moslems; the Bible Lands Mission Aid Society; the Missionary 
Training Colony at South Norwood; those frends who have 
helped with the support of Colportage, and the hundreds of others 
who by prayer and smaller gifts, have enabled them, through 
their workers on the Field, to propagate in a more efficient way 
than ever the " Gospel of the Grace of God." 

Their thanks are also due to the Honorary Auditors whose 
names appear on the Accounts in this issue, and to Mr. Alfred 
Phibbs for the use of the Committee Room of the "Prayer 
Union for Israel" in the Church House. 

ANNUAL MEETINGs.~The Annual Meetings will be held on 
Thursday, April I9th, at Sion College, Victoria Embankment, 
at 3 and 7 p.m. 

Afternoon--Andrew Miller, Esq., in the Chair. 
Rev. Francis Brading, B.D., Speaker. 

Evening~Percy K. Allen, Esq., in the Chair. 
Doug las D. Porter, E sq., Speaker. 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge \Vells. 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 
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'T1S well-nig.h . forty years since 
we, as schoolboys, recited 
BrO\\'ning's famous poem, 
"How they brought the 

Good News from Ghent to Aix "; 
yet even pow it still appeals most 
forcibly. (The reader may refresh 
his memory by referring to the 
lengthy extracts to be found else-

·,d1~re). BnH\"l1ing's verses are full of 
HetUlt1; no 1 imc for talk, n i ) need for talk, 
just to the saddle ancl U\\'uy! Tally-ho! 
They heard the ne\i's in Ghent, they ful-
filled their duty by c<uTyil1g it to Aix. They 

sacrificed some case but obtained some glorious 
exhilaration! .'\nel those who really dare for 
their Lord and 1\[aster find not a little joy in such 
hard work. 

In Isaiah Iii. 7,. the very feet of the bearers­
of-good-news are said to look beautiful to those 

who watch for them. And Proverbs xx\". 2S likens the good news 
itself to cold water on a hot day in a thirsty desert. So much for 
the recipient. But the messetlgcr himsel{ gets his share, for it 
is an exhilarating experience to bring- Good News; the workers 
of the Nile l\lission Pt·ess should be a joyful crowd-and they 
are-for their tidings of great joy are going' forth to all the 
peoples, as· the foJ1nwing detailed repart will sh(}w. 

CHAPTER I. 

The NATURE of the News We bring. 

Browning never told us what was the news the three lads 
carried to Aix ; and 011 inquiry we arc told that probably the poem 
had no historical basis. 

But we well know the message the )II.lV!. P. bo.oks contain, 
either in short or at length. No emasculated Gospel for us! No 
washed-out. thinned down generalities! The two dozen new 
publications of J 927 are true to type; they tell the future leaders 
of the :'\ear East that "Christian atmosphere" cannot be 
imported. it has to be generated; that conduct and character are 
produced by life, and there is no life without birth; therefore, 
before he can ahsorh the atmosphere of the Kingdom, and 
develop the culture of the Kingdom, the novice has to enter into 
the Kingdom-by being "bom again." 

~ow. \\"ith all fidelity to the centrality-sa" the" crucialit" " 
- of our Message, we are glad that the following list of new 
publiC<itiol1s shews contacts with varied classes of the community, 
so that., in other words, we It· touch life at many points." 
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A. CHIEF ARABIC PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAR. 

"The Bird Book." Angels, chickens, birds and flowers all 
figure in this pretty picture book to teach the " tiny tots" 
the love of God iill simple words,. 4 P.T. 

" Jesus the True Vine." A beautiful series of 25 addresses to 
believers by Rev. Iskander Haddad. Published in memory 
of Rev. G. Piercy, who died on service in the Great War. 
(R.T.S.). 

"The Gospel, with Notes [or Muslims-II. St. Mark." An 
attempt by Mr. Douglas Porter--now Secretary of the Egypt 
General Mission-to continue our series of Commentaries, 
with the Sacred Text given in full. Cloth, 5 P.T.; lvlanilla, 
3 P.T. 

"The Chain of Love Divine." A series of philosophical talks 
with the more highly educated, by Mr. Michell. 8 tract lets 
in all : 2 P.T. 

"The Greatest Personality of History." A lecture given at 
Y.M.C.A. by Dr. Zwemer. t P.T. 

"The Sevenfold Secret "-Complete Edition. This book b) 
Miss Lilias Trotter is now available in complete form. 
Published at 5 piastres, with handsome borders, headings 
and title-page, all in red, these seven addresses are being 
widely used. 

"The White Queen of Okoyong" (Mary Slessor). A transla­
tion of W. P. Livingstone's famous book, but with original 
illustratiuns by Elsie Anna \Vood. P.T. ro. Although unly 
published two months ago, it is already very popular. 

"The Sinless Incarnation." By Bishop Warne, of the Metho­
dist Episcopal Mission, India. Very devotional. 2t P.T. 

"The Secret Prayer Life." With a photograph of the authur, 
Dr. John R. Matt. I P.T. 

"Selected Psalms and Hymns." 40 pages of favourites, even 
including the Arabic of "Count your blessings." Only 
i paistre. 

" The Lily of the Desert." A story by Mr. Theobald of an 
in the Great Desert, where some obtained deliverance 
the drugging habit, but only by accepting Christ. 
exceedingly impurtant subject. I piastre. 

oasIs 
from 

An 

"Jonah-Prophet and Patriot." Translation of a well-known 
and very helpful book by Rev. D. E. Hart-Davies, M.A., 
Vicar of St. Paul's, Marylebone. 

" Bible-Searching Questions." 300 questions to make one "sit 
up." Sumewhat like Mr. Darlow's English Series. 
piastre. 

" The Freedom of the \Vili. " The fourth of the Morrison series. 
! piastre. 

"Return to the Old Qibla." By Zwemer. ! piastre. An 
illustrated tract, following his well-known series. 

"The Sevenfold Secret "-in separate parts. The first three 
chapters--the more evangelistic ones-reprinted for broad­
cast distribution. 4 for a piastre. 

" Fruits of the Spirit." An address given at the Annual Prayer 
Conference at Beni Suef by Pastor Toufik Gayid. ! piastre. 
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Tracts for Muslims of Barbary States :-1. "Are we III 'The 
Last Days'?" For Algiers Mission Band. 4 pages only. 
2. "Do we Believe?" For South Morocco Mission. 8 
pages. Many thousands of these leaflets distributed in 
North Africa, etc. 

"A Wonderful House." Published for World's Christian 
Temperance Union. It is on the care of the body as the 
temple of God. I piastre. 

" AI-Bareed." The monthly magazine, which seeks to especi­
ally cater for Post and Telegraph officials, as well as Rail_ 
waymen, etc., has been regularly issued. 

B. PUBLICATIONS IN EUROPEAN LANGUAGES. 

For our "Central Clearing House," i.e., as manuals for 
translators to the varied languages of Moslem Asia, etc. 

1. Michell's series, "Chain of Love Divine "-in English. 
2. Story of Joseph "-in English. 
3. "The Lily of the Desert "-in English. 600 sold (in 

English) in 4 months. 
4- "Story of Joseph "-in French. 
5. "Impurity Forbidden in the Three Religions "-in French. 

A leaflet translated by Mr. Michell from our Street Series. 

C. PUBLICATIONS IN PERSIAN. 

For the Persia Inter-Mission Council, Teheran. 
"Daniel and His Friends." A translation of the Arabic 

(S.P.C.K.) book, with Miss Trotter's black and white 
illustrations. 

" Joseph and His Brothers." A translation of our Arabic book, 
illustrated with Copping pictures. This met with generous 
appreciation and kind words, in fact, we heard from Teheran, 
"The best Persian book printed, so far." 

"The Clean Threshold and the Dirty Corner." 
"The River and the Spring." 
" The Counterfeit Coin." 
" The Queen and Her Mirror." 
"The House of Hassan." 
"The Man Drowned in Sand." 

All these six are translations of Miss Trotter's Story 
Parables in Arabic. 

"The King of Love." A translation of our Arabic "Life of 
Christ. " Not quite finished. (This was also translated into 
Turkish by A.B.C.F.M., and published at Constantinople). 

D. ONE PUBLICATION IN PERSIAN, FOR C.M.S., ISFAHAN. 
Bishop Linton's small Hymn-book. 

Among the Societies whose publications we carry in addition 
to our own are the British and Foreign and the American Bible 
Societies; then come the Scripture Gift Mission, the Religious 
Tract Society, and the Bible House of Los Angeles, of whose 
64 page book of " Selected Portions" we have distributed over 
20,000 copies. Also a good many of the books of the American 
Press, Beyrut. 
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Our own publications have greatly increased In number, 
evangelical as they all are. 

At outbreak of war we had 140 p.1blications. 
At close of war we had 280 " 
At Helwan Conference 450 " 
In June 1926 we had 570 " 
Now we have 620" 

Why do we bring this Good News? Because we feel the 
inward "urge." vVoe unto us if we know and do not tell! 
Much is being said about "Reconstruction of the Missionary 
Motive" ! but the 2\J.M.P has never read anything better than 
the words of Donald Fraser at Keswick, 1927: "What a man 
knows, that he must do, if by so doing he can save a life." Alas 
for the poor Ahimaaz'es, who do not know, and therefore cannot 
tell the news. "vVherefore wilt thou run, seeing that thou 
hast no tidings" (2 Sam. xviii. 22, and see Jer. xxiii. 21). 

CHAPTER II. 

The Bringers of the Good News. 

Firstlv :-A few words about the work of each principal 
member of our staff during the year :-

Mr. LJpson (or Abdul-Fady) needs no introduction as 
Director; Mrs. Upson has undertaken the responsibility of look­
ing after a good-s,iied family of younger missionaries ~till g-rO\V­

ing; the next-door flat having been converted intn a hostel, but 
all boarcling together. ' 

Miss Blaikie, of the Egypt General Mission, who has in the 
past so kindly given one day a week to our Junior Department. 
has, for the greater part of this year, been on furlough, followed 
by extended leave on account of physical weakness. Mr. Upson 
has, in the meantime, published one or two children's books, but 
there is no separate report this year. 

Mr. Michell, who \vrote last· year's report, is absent this 
winter on a long visit to his sister in the West Indies. vVe are 
very grateful for his having helped us in the way he did. Two 
or three of this year's publications are from his pen. He was 
also acting Editor of A l-Bareed. Mrs. Michell has recently been 
overseeing the colporteurs and their evangelistic work In 

Palestine for a time. 
Miss Hilda M. Mollison, who came out in 1926 to be secre­

tary to Mr. LJpson, has, since the beginning of September, had 
to take over the duties formerly efficiently carried on hv Sand Eff. 
Mangabady; the mysterious disappeara~ce of the latter greatly 
upset our plans and threw more responsibility upon Miss 
Mollison, but she has nobl\' stepped into the breach. Unfor­
tunately, half our correspondence is in Arabic; hence our need of 
an Egyptian "W akeel " or business agent. 

Mr. J. R. Menzies, who arrived in September-after study­
ing Arabic and Hebrew at Cambridge-has been dividing his 
time between further language study and the correction of 
proofs for our increasing Persian work. 

Mr. George WaJd, after his training at the "Missionary 
Training Camp," Norwood, came out for colportage work in one 
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of the three near countries. At present he is doing- colloquial 
study, and distrihuting Gospels and tracts in the weekly markets .. 

Mr. E. }\Tayfield, a gentleman long resident in New Zealand, 
has lately joined us fO!" a period of honorary service. He is 
speciallY looking- after the frequent evangelistic expeditions of 
our new car, as well as helping- in secretarial work. 

Mr. Yakub Esa, who has heen ,dth us for 22 years, and is 
well-known as the overseer of our Printing Department, has put 
in another vear of hard work. \Varm commendation of his work 
has he en ~iven bv the local S.P.C.R. (in connection with C.M.S.). 
and other deserved encomiums have come from the Intermission 
Council and other mission agencies. The quality and speed of 
his printing have certainly improved since installing the Babcock 
(fast American) press. 

Sheikh Iskander is an old friend of the Director, for did not 
the latter prepare him for baptism bv Rev. Douglas Thornton 
some years before the N.M. P. was started? He acts as sub­
editor' of " A l-Bareed " (the Post Office Christian Magazine), and 
docs much proof-reading, etc. 

Pastor Gabra Ta,vadrus, who is translator and proof-reader, 
has translated Porter's" Notes on St. Mark," and Rev. Hart­
Davies' hook on Tonah, and is now at work upon Dr. Pierson's 
" Life of Geofe-e M tiller. " H izk Eff. M ar'CHS has cha rge of all 
our accounts; in addition, he has acted this year as clerk for 
Palestine colporteurs, to save mission funds. 

Butros Effendy has been in charg-e of the Nile Valley colpor­
teurs, and ha.~ found the Sudan work a g-reat increase in his 
labours, for he often dispatches 20 or 2S parcels of books at one 
time to the Sudan colporteur. 

Amin Effendv has again been in charge of out Book Depot. 
his sales of relie-ious books show no falling off. Praver has been 
answered for his health, for he seems to be winning his fight 
with ~hronic asthma. 

All the above workers arc definite Christians, and all pray 
with us everv morning; all attend the evangelistic meeting for our 
Muslim workmen held every Wednesday evening-. 

Secondlv :-The staffs of ~olporteurs in five countries :-

(a) EGYPT. Ten men have he en employed this year, or nine 
in Egypt proper during- the time that Bulos was in the Sudan. 
Two of these are Muslin converts, one, Ibrahim, in Benha dis­
trict; the other, Yaqub, of Assiut district, haptized thirty years 
ago, is one of our best colporteurs. 

A yery good colporteur's Conference was held at Radstock 
Hall, E.G.M., Zeitoun, early in Tune. Several meetings were 
held each day, hut the most striking one was the afternoon one 
at which Gohar, the American Mission Evangelist, told of his 
burning trip to two Libyan Oases at N.M.P. expense. It was 
excellent for the colporteurs to hear with their own ears what 
this man endured for the sake of the Gospel, and all without pay­
ment, for he volunteered for this special work during his month's 
summer holiday-much too hot a time to go! 

The value of copies sold by Eg-ypt colporteurs compares 
favourably with last year; in fact, carrying Scriptures appears to 
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have assisted rather than hindered the sales of our books and 
tracts. 

1926 Copies 33,775 Value LE 485 
1927 Copies 31 A14 Value LE 634 

(b) SUDAN. All our calculations miscarried in the matter of 
the first attempt to distribute our tracts and books in Anglo­
Egyptian Sudan. To begin \V-jth, we had expected difficulty with 
officials, but-in answer to our prayers-we found much courtesy. 
Then, as a new start in a fresh country j we hardly expected to be 

BULOS AND UOHAR. 

able to distribute many bonks; but to everyone's surprise, the 
sales for 61 months amounted to the amazing value of LE 148 (or 
one hundred and fifty pounds sterling). But the expenses were 
-as someone said-" a bit stiff" : they were indeed; we spent 
in postage stamps upon the parcels of books sent up anything 
between two and five pounds in a month, to say nothing of heavy 
travelling, aIld an increa8c of over SO per cent. in Bulos' salary. 

\Vhy did we not send by parcels-post, or by freight-train? 
For two reasons: one was the delay-for some parts visited by 
Bulos were farther in time from Cairo than Cairo is from 
London; the other \vas that we wished not to excite the curiosity 
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of customs officials j and as all parcels and cases are charged 
customs duty, while book-post packets are not, it is in the elld 
nearly" as broad as it is long." 

It may not be generally known that the "Pagan Sudan" 
speaks no Arabic, nor can the people read Q,ny language what­
ever j Bulos obviously cannot go there. Nevertheless, he covers 
an enormoUs area from \Vadi Haifa to the Blue Nile, and from 
Port Sudan to Oheid, the capital of Kordofan, all of which is 
Arabic-speaking, and over which are scattered many American 
l'vtission Church members-(these form the "nucleus" for the 
visit}. 

ELYA~ TABAJ,Ll].T AND HIS DONKEY. 

He has made a good start, for he reports the sale of about 
1,000 volumes from 4th-30th November, and of course no sales 
were made on Sundays. In addition, he appears to have given 
simple Gospel addresses most mornings in the American IVIission 
schools (where they exist), and in the evenings at evangelistic 
and church meetings when invited to do so. The prayers of our 
friends are earnestly requested for the Sudan j there are other 
things we cannot write about at the present moment. 

(c) PALESTINE. \~,re have four men at work in Palestine 
proper j let us introducc each, so that visitors may know where 
to find them. 

Nazareth. The colporteur's name is Jlyas Taballuj (usually 
written in English-Elias). He is the elder of thc American 
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Baptist Mission Church (our" friend Pastor Shukry Musa), but on 
very good terms with dear old Pastor As'aad Mansour (C.M.S.), 
while as to the Edinburgh Medical Mission Hospital, why that is 
almost his second home, as he is there once or twice a week 
preaching for Dr. Bathgate. The latter is our good friend and 
always ready to find and cheer the colporteur. 

Nablus. The colporteur, Esa Saleh, lives on Mt. Gerizim, 
but is supervised by Pastor Elias el-Farr, of C.M.S. church, 
N ablus. Inquire of C. M. S. doctor or nurse at the Hospital. 
Esa was recently informed by a Muslim that two men had 
follo\\'ed him (the colporteur) in order to tear up his books, steal 
his donkey, and kill him; but they were held back by the power 
of God, all unknown to him. (This is not improbable, for Pales­
tine is unfortunately not yet free from highwaymen, brigands, 
etc.) 

Jaffa. This large I\Iuslim city has a suburb, Tell-Aviv, 
which itself contributes 40,000 Je\ys to the total population of the 
two towns-mostly discontented, dis-illusioned J ews--this by the 
way. Our young colporteur, Mikhail, happens to be an evan­
gelical Copt, originally from Egypt. He married a nice, earnestly 
religious. girl this, past Slimmer', and Mrs. Michell speaks, yery well 
uf him. He has oonly just moved to' Jaffa district; inquiiries, c()Iuld 
be made: o,f ou.r (lId friend, Rev. Paul Nyland, London Jews Society. 

Jerusalem. Our friend Ibrahim Jameel is in charge of the 
depot, which is situated in Khan-ez-Zait, which looks to be 
merely a side turning off from Damascus Gate, but which, as a 
matter of fact, leads to the bazaars, and is a very busy street at 
certain hours. l\Ir. Ibrahim has been getting out with his books 
to visit the neighbourhood from time to time, while Mrs. Michell 
was at the depot, giving away Selections of Scripture and other 
books. 

(d) TRANsJoRDAN. This sparsely-peopled area has lately 
figured in the English daily papers, for it has just been recognized 
as a Principality. This area" beyond Jordan" is several times 
greater than Palestine, and yet has only half-a-dozen towns and 
one or two score of villages. These villages are far apart, in 
fact, the weekly train from ;\mman to Kerak takes several hours. 
The importance of Transjordan to the High Authorities is two­
fold :-

(r) Its hills, several thousand feet aboye the Jordan valJey, 
overlook it in a risky sort of way; further, it adjoins Iraq on one 
side and EI-Hijaz on another, so always must be the "buffer 
state" to keep the fierce \Vahhabys out of Palestine; 

(2) The Air Force make considerable and increasing use of it. 
Our Transjordan colporteur can be found at Amman by 

inquiring at C.M.S. Hospital; his name is Khaleel aI-Khoury, 
being the son of a Greek (i.e., Syrian) priest. He suffered greatly 
from the earthquake of last] uly, and for some time was afraid 
to sleep indoors. 

T927 has marked considerable progress in the supervision 
and uplift of Palestine colporteurs. Not onlv have we had the 
advantage of several months of Mrs. Miche"ll's time, travelling 
with some of the men; but, in addition, Mr. Upson held, in 
August, the first Palestine colporteurs' conference. Great kind-
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ness was shewn by the American Alliance Mission, who cordially 
invited us to hold our dozen meetings at their church, and actu­
ally sent an evangelist and some Bible-women and teachers to 
join with us. The moonlight consecration meeting upon the 
Mount of Olives Kas most impressive; looking down, we thought 
of His agony (just below us); looking across, we meditated on 
His intercession for those who rejected Him; then looking around 
and up, we remembered His promise to return to us. The con­
ference did untold good to the workers. Among those who 
united with us at their own expense was Ibrahim Eff. Dowany, 
of the German Mt. Carmel Mission, who acts as local agent for 
us as he travels in that part of Palestine. 

(e) ALGERIA. The "N.M.P. now has two colporteurs at work 
under Mr. Theobald, one in the Oran district, named Salvador; 
the other, whose name is !'vi ubarek, works in the Constantine dis­
trict. In each case the idea is to eventually penetrate far, far to 
the South, dm\"ll to the Oases of thc Great Sahara. We are grate­
ful to the Methodist Episcopal Mission for help rendered; also to 
our old friends of the North Africa Mission. 

CHAPTER III. 

HOW we carry the Good News. 

How does news travel across Africa, for example? Some­
timcs an African may be seen with his ear to the ground, listen­
ing to sounds of distant \var drums, or, it may be, receiving 
vibrations. (Since the writer of this report became deaf he has 
become much more sensitive to vibrations). Why should not 
news travel in this way Let's be "up-to-date" as well as 
sound. VVhy not? \Ve may, or \\~c may not, be on the brink of 
great scientific discoveries, re the transmission of news. But let 
us have open minds. Never forget that the N.M.P. motto runs: 

"Old Message: New Methods." 
In olden times, beacon-fires proclaimed good news: as, for 

example, of the defeat of the Spanish Armada. But the most 
amazing example is that recorded in our N.M.P. life of the great 
Egyptian Patriarch, Athanasius, the hero of the fight for the 
Deity of our Lord. Once, when fleeing again from his beloved 
Alexandria, he travelled up the Nile to Tabenne, now called 
Dendera (near Kena). Theodore, the abbot of the monks, coolly 
assured him that he might return, for Emperor Julian, "The 
Apostate," had just died! Now, how did he. knovv? The date 
was 26th June, 363, and Julian had just then died-but away in 
the Persian wars. H071) \\~as that good news brought? (We 
leave it to our readers !) 

The N.M.P. has four ways of carrying the Good News:-
I. Browning, in his poem, made his heroes gallop with the 

news. \Ve, in our sphere, do not use galloping horses but 
donkeys-for one thing-, the Egyptian donkey is a very sturdy 
animal and most reliable. Several of our colporteurs have 
donkevs; two, named" Galilee" and" Samaria," were specially 
donated for Palestine. 

2. Raihvavs go allover the Delta of Egypt, and the whole 
length of the Upper Egypt Valley (it has no breadth I). Our 
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central book dep<'Jt sends out every year well over one thousand 
parcels of Arabic Gospel books, and these are mostly carried by 
rail in the first instance. But to our Algeria branch we ship cases 
of our books, say a half-ton at a time. 

3. Automobiles are the order of the day. Here we are well 
up to the front, for a gift of £200, with another hundred from 
local donations, provided us with a Austin five-seater, specially 
selected because of its low consumption of petrol; the upkeep is 
less hard upon our current account than almost any other make 
would have been. "The Messenger of Peace" (Rasoul-es­
Salaam), as it has been named, goes several times a week to 
carry, not only the local colporteur, but several of our clerical 
staff, on the principle that" 'Twill do your soul good to get out 
and preach and distribute." 

4. Aeroplanes have also been impressed into the service of the 
King of Kings.. Practically every Monday air-mail packets arrive 
frQim either Iraq or Persia, the former being orders for books from 
our co-operating agents at Baghdad and Basra, the latter consist­
ing of fat packets of printers.' proofs frum the Rev. \V. N. 
Wys'ham, secretary of Persia Int.er-Mission Council. And what 
if one packet does co'St two or three shillings? One Qir two poundo; 
might easily be saved by printing off a job more quickly, and thus 
releasing type fQir other Gospel work. 

STATISTICS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

The following figur'es declare the glory of God, for the books 
referred to are Gospel books-mostly in Arabic, but some in Per­
sian, and a few in English or French. 

In 1922 we distributed I40,000 copIes 
,,1923 " 160,olJO " " 1925 3,10 000 " " 1927 "over 480,000 

Thus we trebled our distribution of books from 1923 to 1927. 

To find how these were distributed, see the following table :--
Depot, i.e., :vTail Our Own Books 260,973 

Orders or " POltionettes '32,910 
Callers Other Books '" 10,635 

Colporteurs 
General Store 

Scriptures 1,923 
Eng. Books, etc. 6,784-

Grand Total 

OUR CENTRAL CLEARING-HOUSE. 

4 f 3,225 
31 ,050 

40 ,266 

The N.M.P. has, always occupied a very privileged position 
as the central "clearing-house," where can be obtained English 
translations of some of the chief Arabic books" but since the cele­
brated Jerusalem Conference we have gone into this" bUsines,s " 
with renewed zest; in fact, oDIe of our English volumes, "Wh3t 
God Hath Used," contained no less than twenty-five translations 
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of tracts. and s.tories entirely to put into the hands of would-be 
translators to Chinese, Hausa, Javan.ese, Persian, Turkish, etc. 
Miss Blaikie produced an{)ther volume, called" Spiritual Seed for 
Spiritual Need," with exactly the same object in view. Now what 
hath God wrought? Ab<~ut a score of books and tracts have been 
publis.hed by the Persia lnter-l\Iission COllncil (but printed by us 
in C<lint, almost all of which appear to be tnms.iations (l.f our 
N.M.P. Arabic bnoks, through the English. 

Probably our g-ifted friend, Miss. Padwick, will develOop' even 
yet more of such "pooling" ()f MSS. in eonn~,cti(Jtn with her 
.. Council of V/estern Asia and Northern Afric<l," of which our 
good friend Rnbert 'Vilder has just been appointed secretary. 
Though we are not connected with this body-being already a 

nrST IUBUT1);G IN uwA)!A MARKE'!'. 

large" dearing-house" ourse!veSt--we can, <lnd do, give <l hearty 
welcome to Dr. \\Tilder, knowing him to be •• on the Rock" per­
sonally. 

j'diss· Trott.er's " Sevenf(}ld Secret." Of even the English of 
this we sold out the first edition. (~f 500 in two months, Hnd shall 
soon have none of the second edition (J ,000 this time). 

Mr. Theobald's" Lily of the Desert" is a striking illustration 
of ho:w pOSJsibJe .it is tn do, social and moral wO'rk in, the power of 
the Cross of Calvary. This little book tells of the terrible fight 
put up by H strugg-lin,g drug-besotted s,inner, and hO'w victory was 
ohtained. How? By accepting- the sacrifice of the Lord J estls 
offered on Calvary. Of this little story (in English) we have, in 
four 1110nths, nearly exhausted the first one thousand copies. All 
glory to the Risen Lamb! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

WHERE we take the Good News. 

'A/here dO' we begin? vVhy at Jerusalem? That means" at 
home," just here in our own book depot. All sorts of people find 
us out here. Let us give three or four widely-differing examples. 

(I) The local leader O'f the Egyptian" Brethren " often comes 
in:; we have lately sOlId him nO' less than 200 volumes of Adolph 
Saphir's, famous book, "Divine Unity of Holy Scripture," at a 
reduced rate, as a colporteur of their own was, to visit the assem­
blieS! of Br'ethren in Upper Egypt and push one or two special 
books,. The discount he received fr'om us was at once spent upon 
evangeEstic tracts to' girve away. 

(2) In September a white-haired venerable gentleman of (say) 
eighty years, of age was, found reading one book after another' and 
buying many. The shopkeeper whispered that it was Pere C--, 
the oldest and most scholarly of Jesuits in the Near East. A" a 
matter of fact we often, buv their dictionaries, for these are the 
best for students,; still we n,ever expected to. sell them our evall­
gelical propagandist books! This venerable schO'lar rose and 
exchanged beautiful Arabic compliments, and finally came upstairs 
to' the Director'S! office t()l enter his name ill' our vis,itO'rs' book. So 
far' from making any audible complaint of what he found in our 
Gospel books, he came again next day and bought another pound's 
worth. In three months he was in eternity! 

(3) During July, U)27, we were honol!red by a special visit 
from the Metropolitan of Mosul (Syriac Chl1'rch). It seems, he 
had to attend s,ome special gathering at Jerusalem, so, having 
such a long journey from the extreme north of Mesopotamia, 
resolved to extend it to' Cairo arud visit the N.M.P. to make the 
journey more worth while. He was exceedingly cordial, went all 
over the works, saw everybody, and eventually purchased about a 
couple of pounds' worth of our Arabic publications. It transpired 
that he knew a good deal about us from the United Miss,ion, MosuJ 
(American). 

The next month ;\Ir. l: PSOl1 accidentally (?) ran Oill to another 
venerable ecclesiastic in a Beyrout hotel, who appeared to be ask­
ing from the waiter what could be Mr. Upson's name. Upon 
being told "Abdul-Fady" (servant of the Redeemer), he ex­
claimed, "1 knew it must be he." (Probably becaucsc of Mr. 
Upson's thirty years' habit of wearing the Oriental fez). After 
dinner', he told how he happened tOi be at the Jerusalem Patri­
archate when his colleague of Mosul arrived, and exactly what the 
latter had siaid abDut the publications, of the N.M.P. and our atti­
tude to thel Eastern! Churches. But it brought blushes to Gur face 
to hear what one Orienta'! Bishop had privately !'aid to another 
Bishop of the same Syriac Church in commendation of our work. 

(4) Most surprisling of all has been the call of Moslem s,tudents 
from Dar-ul-Ulnom, a training college for government teachers 
of Arabic; they purchased 24 copies! of the Book of Genesis, saying 
that: it is, now a" set bonk" for them to study. \Ve hear that the 
other 27 students obtained copies from the -British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 
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Secondly: OUR BRANCHES. 

\"1 e have four main branches worked by our own workers con­
trolled by the Field Directnr; these are not publishing hall s'es, but 
distributing centres: they are quite distinct frO'm " Agencies," for 
the colporteurs, etc., are financed directly from CairO'. 

I. The Nile Valley Joint Colpurtage System. Once again it 
i" our pleasure to' report happy co-operation with the American 
U.P. lVlissi()ln and Eg'ypt General Miss'.iun, the fo·rmer contributing 
£ 124 a year, ~md the latter £60, towards the £700 annual expendi­
ture of this department, we finding all the rest. 

"Shoulder to shoulder on the l{ock we staud 
Loyal to our Master,-aud, at His commalld, 
Broadcast the message wide o'er e\'ery laud: 

'Ere long our King shall reigu,' " 

Here is one incident describing how our ten colporteurs carry 
the Good News :-

Co.jporteur C-- was, as usual, attempting to sell his books 
jn a railway train, and meeting with but indifferent succes·s, when 
an Egyptian gentleman called to him tOo ask to see his books. After 
he had selected a large number, he astonished the colporteur by 
paying nearly three pounds, and that without bargaining! It 
afterwards transpired that the purchaser was a Moslem dodo'r 
from quite another part of Egypt; further, he has since joined 
a~ a reader of our mag'azine, "AI-Bareed." 

2. The Sudan. Space will not permit mOore upon this branch 
of colportage wo'rk, foor it has, been treated in, detail above. The 
c.l\l.S. (or S.P.C.K.) inay, later on, get permis~,i()n to open a 
bookshop at Khartooum or Omdurman; let us wish them God-speed, 
for our inclinations lie in a different direction, and they request 
us to continue our co,lportage work if our funds enable us to doo so.. 

3. Palestine. The wOIrkers. have been already described, Oone 
by one (pp. 41-3). Much earneslt' prayer is requested concerning 
the future of our depot, as a decision must be made in the Spring, 
an:d ther'e have been certain appealsl too Government to. make it 
impos.sible for us tOo stay on in that quarter. But why should we 
be o·ver-anxious,? Did not God take us. inside the waIls? Did not 
the story of our " exploits" there help to encourage several other 
workers as far away as Sfax (Tunisia) and Kano (North Nigeria)? 
Can God still prnvide? Can He make g-ood the seriOous " cut" in 
the income of our Palestine work fOor 1928? Hallelujah! J ehorvah 
Jireh. Listen! Dear old Hudson Taylor' is saying too a junior 
worker ill Inland China, "No.w, my dear young friend, you just 
wait! You'll soon: see what our Heavenly Father is gOoing to do 
for us." (And He did)! Now, isn't He" just the same to-day"? 
And is He not going to send us a permanent worker? Of course 
He is! Meanwhile ,ye are once more grateful to' Mr. Edgar 
Shelley, President of the Chamber OIf Commerce, for the friendly 
advice he gives. concerning the Jerusalem depot. 

And as to Transjordan, let us. never forget that it is the 
natural s,tarting-place f()or other lands lying- to, the southward. 

4. A 1gerill. This needs m()ore space. As our readers already 
know, the AIg-iers Mission Band, under the leadership of Miss 
Lilia,; Trotter, has noow fifteen stations, and--as described in their 
bright new magazine, called "A Thirsty Land "-they have 
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specialized upon literature fOir the barely literate, alsOi for the 
French-speaking people. But s,ide by side with this, part Q1f Mr. 
Theobald's time has been IOianed to superintend the distribution 
Qif N.M.P. Arabic Iiteratur'e far and wide, and the A.M.B. car has 
been much used in this way. Mr. Theobald has written the 
following report :-

DRY STATISTICS. 
"Thou shalt remember air the way which the Lord thy God 

led thee." We, too, would not forget this injunction, for how 
often the memory of past mercies re-kindles the fires of devotion. 
Henri Lacordaire once said, "However early I rose in the morn­
ing, God's providence had got up earlier." This has been our 
experience of the year that has passed. \Ve have found that God 
has anticipated our desires and needs, so we have nothing lacked. 

We would place on record our heartfelt thanks for another 
year of cO-Qiperation with the Nile Mission Press. In sympathy 
and understanding, with prayerful and practical assistance, they 
have loyally stood by us. By their aid two colporteurs have been 
appointed, one in Eastern Algeria and the other in Western 
Algeria. The Director, lVlr. A. T. Upson, has himself seen the 
needs peculiar to the country, with the result that the " Story of 
Joseph" in French has appeared (and there are more to follow). 
Likewise two leaflets, " Are we believers? " and "Are we in the 
last times? " have been specially written in Arabic to meet the 
mind of the Algerian native. The statistics given speak for 
themselves of our indebtedness to the Nile Mission Press. 

We would not forget the way in which the Lord has led 
many friends in England and America to uphold us by prayer and 
to send in the needful supplies. During the past year the Car 
has travelled the length and breadth of Algeria; thousands of 
miles have been covered in the distribution of literature, yet 
never once has the work been held up for lack of funds, or any 
other cause. We remember and rejoice. 

Another point we bear in mind with thanksgiving is the 
placing of Bibles in Brotherhood libraries. This has been made 
possible through the generosity of a friend in England. Two 
have been accepted and placed, and we trust that in the future 
many more will find a niche in these strongholds of Islamic 
fervour and faith. 

The Scripture Gift Mission and the Living Waters Scripture 
Union have also added their note to the song of praise. Through 
their kindness the free distribution of the" Word of Truth" has 
been made possible. , 

N ow in sincere gratefulness to God for all His goodness and 
mercy to us, we commend to you these statistics. How dry! 
may be the comment. True, but dry wood is an excellent thing 
to kindle a fire with. May be, as one ponders over this record 
of God's faithfulness in answered prayer and bestowed benefits, 
the fire will burn, a new song will break forth, and hearts will 
glow within with fresh devotion to Him who doeth all things 
well. He hath done well. This is the Divine superlative. To 
God's" well," there is no "better." Herewith the Report:-
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SALES-
="ile Mission Press.--Books, etc. (Arabic) 

do. Books, etc. (French) 
do. Pictures", 

AIg-iers Mission Band.-Books, etc. (Arabic) 
do. Books, etc. (French) 
do. Scripture Portions (French) 
do. Tracts, etc. (Arabic) 
do. Wall Sheets ... 
do. Hymn Books (Arabic) ... 

GIVF;N-

Nile Mission Press 
Leafiet: "Prepare to meet thy God." ... 
Los Ang-eles Selections 
"Are we Believers '! " l.. . 
" Are we in the last Days?" f SpeCIally for AlgerIa 
Scripture Portionettes 

Algiers Mission Band. 
Text Cards and Leaflets (Arabic) 
French Tract" 
Arabic Tracts 
BibJes 

Scripture Gift Mission. 
Gospels (French) 
Gospels (Arabic) 

American Mission (Sold). 
Arabic Tracts 
Gospels (Arabh-) 

Sales .. , 
Given 
Other Salt·s 

Total 

Total 

Total copies of literature distributed 
during' year 1927 

Thirdly: OUR AGENCIES. 

6,803 
2,062 

196 

9,661 

4,027 ,,8 
40 

8~2 

li3" 
1,012 

ISl 
86 
12 

6,803 

7(H 
20 

200 
200 
465 

36R 
47 

120 
2 

164 
312 

2.G62 

164 
32 

196 

49 

-A. E. T. 

It was to have been furlough year for the Director and his 
wife, but unfortunately there was nobody able to relieve for a 
six months' furlough. Consequently they made a hurried visit 
to England, he speaking at the Annual Meeting and interviewing 
the committee, she meanwhile nursing his aged parents. 

After mature consideration of all the possibilities, and after 
seeking guidance from God, the committee unanimously adopted 
a "Three Years' Programme of Advance," on condition that 
men and means be forthcoming. This Advance Movement more 
especially looks to arranging for a number of Agencies. such 
agencies to be in connection with existing mission stations (not 
ours), special terms being given to those missions as some return 
for their assistance to us. 

Leaving England on May 6th, Mr. Upson visited Morocco 
and Tunisia, and a start was made at the Agencies. By the end 
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of the year nearly a score h<1d been organised. Thev are in two 
divisions, the first being General Agencies in cent;al positions, 
representing whole countries. 

The fol1O\dng are the GENERAL AGENCIES arranged to date :-

MC)Rocco.-:\Ir. P. Campbell, South Morocco Mission, 
Marrakesh. 

TUNISIA.-Mr. Evan Short, N.A.M. Depot, Bab el Djedid, TuniO'. 
SYRIA.---Rev. G. Scherer, Dir. of Lit. Dist., American Mission, 

Beyrut. 
IRAQ (Central).-Rev. 
PERSIAN GI;LF.-Rev. 

Basra. 

F. j. Barny, 2/8/ I, Sinak, Baghdad. 
H. A. Bilkert, American Mission Depot. 

CHINA.-Rev. Claude Pickens, Room 2 [ 2, Mission Buildings, 
Shanghai. 

PERsIA.-BeiDig ar'r;1Dgc·d. 
INDIA.-Being arranged. 

General or Local). 

Probably C.M.S., Isfahan. 
Probably C. M.S., Bombay (either 

ARGENTINE.-Rev. J. c. Quarles, Libertad 69, Depot 2, Buenos 
Aires. (\Ve hear of lots of Syrians far away in the Interior). 

The following are some LOCAL AGENCIES (for retail supply) :­

JAFFA (Palestine).-Rev. P. :-.rvland, L.J.S. DepOt 
HAIFA (Palestine).-Ibrahim . Eff. DO\vany, German Carmel 

Mission. 
BEYRUT (Svria).--American Bookshop, Sook J amee1. 
ALEPPo.-Toint Book Depot (N.M. P.; Beyrut Press, and 

Americ;ln Bible Society), Rev L. \Vitherspoon. 
DAMAScus.-Pastor Alfred ,,\,ic1sen, Danish Mission. 
MOSUL (Iraq).-American Mission. Being arranged. 
RABAT (:VIorocco).-Mr. Leslie Robinson, ~orth Africa Mission. 
SFAX (Tunisia).-Mrs. \Vebb's Kiosk, opp. Post Ollice. 
ADEN (Arabia).-Rev. l\f. Borck-Jensen, Danish Church Mission. 
CONSTANTINE (Algeria).-American :\lethodist Mission Depot. 
ALEXANDRIA (Egypt).--C. M. S. Bookshop, 15, Boulevard, 

Zaghloul Pasha. 
ALEXANDRETTA (Syria).--Rev. S. H. Kennedy, Reformed Presbv­

terian Mission. 

There are two outstanding impressions that have struck 
readers of the above lists: The first-\Vhat an enormous area we 
are beginning to cover; the second-How we co-operate ,,,ith 
others, from Americans to Danes, from Evangelical Churchmen 
to Open Brethren, we all agree on co-operation, as a distinct 
thing from amalgamation. \Ve do not amalgamate, for God has 
blessed our distinctive message, but we do co-operate with those 
who set out to do direct evangelism rather than educationalislll, 
which is hardly our line of work. 

But this shows most of all in our " Mail Order" department. 
Mr. J. Kinnear, our )Jew Zealand (South Island) Hon. Secretary, 
once asked how many societies had obtained their literature from 
us. We could not iinmediately answer; but on a tiring journey 
to Port Said, we took a sheet of paper and jotted from memory 
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the names of some 80 or 90 societies, to whom we had supplied 
the books. With a little searching of records, the list could have 
been increased to 100 societies. 

It is almost romantic to read where ow' books hH\"e been 
found. A letter just received from French Guinea tells of the 
mission chairman travelling to Bamako, in which far spot~-about 
half-way between Sierra L.eone and Timbuctoo-he found an 
evangelist busily reading the Arabic edition of "Selected 
Portions," the 64 pp. book which we publish for the Bible House 
of Los Angeles. This put him in touch ",ith us, and he at once 
wrote for more books. From all of which we see how extensive, 
and well as intensive, is the ministry of the Nile Mission Press. 

CHAPTER V. 

Bringers of BAD News. 

Alas! There are germ-carriers in the moral as well as in the 
physical sphere.. Weare all viewing with apprehension the 
descent upon Egypt of the electric hare and greyhound racing, 
with its attendant gambling in small coins. The horse-racing 
has not affected the countrv so much, for there are on Iv two 
cities big enough for the purpose, but it is expected that grey­
hound racing will be carried on in smaller towns. Why do these 
European germ-carriers come this way? 

But the worst of the germs~-beyond all question-is the 
traffic in drugs. It is difficult to arrive at a correct statement of 
the position, but this much is knmnl, that on one hand penalties 
have been increased from one \\"eek to six months with hard 
labour, yet, on the other hand, the profits are so enormous that 
the trade is probablv holding its own. It an article written for 
"\Vorld Dominion" we gave some details which need not be 
repeated. Since that time, Russell Pasha's Annual Report on the 
Cairo City Police has made considerable impression, one of the 
first results being the French Government's prohibition of the 
culture of Hasheesh in Syria. 

Impurity is another~ germ which is not altogether of local 
origin; certainly, legalised prostitution originated from Europe. 

Our "Oriental Purity Movement" \vas started bv Mr. 
Upson in February, 1918,-and so is just completing TO years of 
work. After the Sherwood Eddy meetings of September, 1920. 

a branch of the Alliance of Honour was started, and Mr. Upson 
threw his efforts and those of his helpers into that movement for 
a time. As the Alliancp of Honour did not continue in its 
original strength, the N.M.P Purity \Tovement ('arried on to 
some extent on its own, and for several years past three or four 
faithful helpers have distrib·)ted [,000 tracts every Thursdav 
night. Hundreds of thous;lnds of men have been dealt with dur­
ing these ten years of continuous effort. 

At last the movement seems to be seeing more definite 
results. There have alwavs been spiritual results, and man'.' 
hundreds of young men have accepted the warning offered to th"e 
thousands dealt with. But the following incident shews ;l 

disposition on the part of the Government to accept responsibility 
for the necessary action. 
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About three months ago a Mohammedan official, whom we 
will call X., came to our dep6t one day with a friend who wanted 
some books. It then transpired that he was on the staff of the 
Press Censor, an important post these days. Taking him to his 
private office, Mr. Upson showed him two of the worst of the 
French picture books he had acquired, and urged him to put 
pressure upon the Press Bureau. He did so; after a fortnight, 
he came back to say that the Ministry of the Interior had inter­
dicted both books and would punish anyone introducing them; he 
added, "The Press Bureau sends you one thousand thanks for 
calling attention to them." 

(There is a sequel-that same Muslim gentleman has since 
requested the gift of an Arabic reference Bible; we have pre­
sented him with the R. T. S. Paragraph New Testament, which 
has suitable notes to explain. the meaning). 

CHAPTER VI. 

How they HEARD the Good News. 

In Browning's poem the heroes are pictured as saying: 
" How they'll greet us." Nor were they disappointed. 

But the Christian message is not always accepted so readily. 
St. Paul found that some said, "We will hear thee again of this 
matter," while others mocked. And the Parable of the Sower 
gives us illustrations of four sorts of soil, only one of which was 
good. However, with all the difficulties-and there have been 
real difficulties this autumn-·-God has been graciously pleased to 
send us more encouragement than usual. Let us all thank Him. 
The following seven or eight extracts from reports more or less 
follow the geographical order, \Vest to East. 

I. Mr. Theobald on our Colporteur Salvador in Oran dis­
trict, \Vest Algeria, near where the terrible floods recently took 
place :-

" As I write I have before me a letter from him telling me of 
the results of Z~-- and M--. In two days only he sold 47 
books and 2 Arabic Bibles. Not bad for a nearlv blind lad, is it? 
I have to price each book in very large figures -and write out his 
directions in huge letters, but he is remarkably quick, and what 
he can carry mentally is surprising. Not only is this colportage 
just touching the markets, but it is creating a real interest and 
desire for the Word of God. The figure of this half-blind lad is 
getting well-known, so now they begin coming to his house. A 
man (Arab) walked in the other week and asked for a Bible. He 
said he had purchased some ::--J. M. P books and now he desired a 
Bible. Another voung lad, after having read a N.M.P. booklet, 
said he found in it much about Christ, but desired to know more, 
and could he have aNew Testament." 

2_ Extract from letter from Mr. Theobald concerning Con­
stantine district, East Algeria :--

" We are back here after six weeks fairly strenuous work. 
The colportage round about Constantine has b~en very encourag­
ing-over 600 N. M. P. publications were sold and distributed. 
This was very cheering, as the district worked was a tract of land 
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uetween Constantine and the sea; a vicinity almost entirely 
neglected as being neither wholly Kabyle nor cornpletelyArab. 
\Ve were greatly surprised at the number of readers we found. 
A! one place a man asked us if we had anything new in the ",ray 
of literature; this was strange, as this. town had never been visited 
before hy any colporteur or missionary. He had read many of 
N.M.P. pUblications, and on enquiry we found that he had already 
purchased from us when we were at the Beni Xlezab last year­
a district nearly 600 miles away (down South). \Ve saw he had 
already in troduced our books to his son, who was in business 

SHEll, ISKANDEII DISTItlBUTlNU AT A MAUKE .... 

here, and as a result many were glad to receive the literature on 
the recommendation of one who had travelled 600 miles to intro­
duce it. How the germs of truth travel, and what a strange 
pO\ver literature has of reproduction and resurrection." 

3. A testimony to the boldness of a Nile Valley col­
porteur :-

A C.M.S. convert reported to Sheikh Iskander :-" There 
was in our village in lVlenufiya Provinee, Egypt, a book-seller 
named 1--, who used to hold arguments with JV[oslems and sell 
books. I myself, as a Moslem, bought a few small tracts from 
him and understood something of the Christian religion, but was 
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not completely convinced. Then some things happened 1n my 
life of which I must tell you. One of my relatives defrauded me 
of a sum of money and then denied it, and offered to swear on 
the Koran that he had nothing of mine. Up came the colporteur 
and suggested that I should swear on the Gospel (as being a 
holier book). I sent for a Bible by means of this colporteur, and 
my partner then took a false oath. Eleven days passed from the 
time of his taking the oath, and his only son fell down a well and 
died; three days after, family troubles arose and he divorced his 
wife. Thirteen days after that, fire broke out in his house, and 
when he rushed in to save his money he received bad burns and 
died of his injuries in the hospital. Great fear fell on all the 
Moslems in the village. There are now more than IDO Bibles in 
that village." 

He then went on to speak of the bravery of the colporteur, 
and of his faith in God, and how he bears witness to the truth, 
saying that his own uncle, the chief of the village, shouted that 
whatever 1-- might do, no one could possibly join the Christian 
religion. 1-- then cried out, "I was formerly a Moslem-my 
father's name so-and-so, and my brother's so-and-so. These are 
all kno\yn to you in the village of Q., but I have now been con­
verted and received salvation by the grace of God." My uncle 
the Omda got up to strike him. 1-- remained sitting and 
did not move an inch, but quietly remarked, "Christ will take 
care of me." The Omda was put to shame before the people and 
was afraid to strike him. 

4- One of our new workers writes his impression of our car 
work at the markets :-

" What appeals to me is the way they eagerly strive to 
obtain a Gospel. They will climb on each others' backs with 
outstretched hand, and one's time is fully occupied in trying to 
keep on one's feet, because of the press and throng. The mis­
sionary surely is not the attraction:' No, but like our blessed 
Master, who attracted such multitudes as He uttered the words 
of Eternal Life, so His Word is the great attraction to-day." 

5. From the senior missionary of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan :­
" As your colporteur, Bulus Eff. Malaty, is leaving Khartum 

and will soon be leaving the Sudan to return to Egypt, I am 
taking this opportunity to give my testimony to his faithfulness 
in his work while in the Sudan. His record of sales will also 
testify to this. Moreover, Bulus Eff., by his spirit of a thorough 
Christian and kindliness to every person met, has commended 
himself and his books to every community he visited. His work 
was most difficult and few could have accomplished as much in 
the same time and left behind as good an impression with every 
class and community. (Signed) J. K. GIFFEN, American Mission, 
Khartum. 16/3/27." 

6. Extract from a report from Iraq :-
" At X-- quite a few Gospel portions were sold, and Mr. 

E., Mr. M., and M. M. were almost mobbed by people trying to 
get copies of tracts. On a second visit they gave out over 2,500 

tracts, as well as selling over 40 Gospel portions." 
The missionary sending the report adds :-" We are deeply 

indebted to you for whatever we have been able to do, as it is to 
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the Nile Mission Press, and to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, that we have to go for all our supplies." 

7. Translation of extract from a letter dated 27th June, 
1927, by a C.M.S. pastor in Palestine :-

" With great pleasure I have to advise you that one of the 
Muslim inquirers here came to Christ through N.M.P. publica­
tions. This young man, when he started to visit our church, told 
me of his desire to embrace Christianity, and I asked him if he 
had read any books on Christianity, and his reply was that he 
had read some of N.l\f. P publications. He continued his visits 
to the church, and we studied together the Bible and other 
publications, especially the book caned" Collection of Khutbas," 
and so I revealed to him the truth and dispersed all doubt. He 
was very pleased to study this book. Therefore, I testify that he 
knows the Saviour and accepted Him as Redeemer. Kindly 
remember him in your prayers. He has no\\' left here." 

8. Iraq, Transjordan, etc. Sheikh Iskander reports as 
follows :--

" An educated young Moslem, a native of Iraq, left Baghdad 
for Transjordan, where he continued his studies. Finding" The 
Balance of Truth" in the hand of a Syrian Christian he borrowed 
it, but his doubts at first bewildered him; then the same Christian 
showed him" Sources of Islam," and he sent to Jerusalem and 
purchased a copy from ~.M.P. Bookshop there. Then he pur­
chased "Truth of Christianity)) and other books, and by this 
time was almost convinced; but the Deity of Christ remained a 
stumbling-block to him. For this" The Lord of Glory)) proved 
a help. He got in touch with Rev. Eric Bishop (C.M.S.), 
Jerusalem, and the latter greatly helped him by answering his 
difliculties by mail. Then he took a course of instruction, and 
Rev. W. 'vV. Cash baptized him on 17th October, 1926. Last 
February Bishop :\IacInnes confirmed him. He then came to 
Cairo, but is now working at a hospital elsewhere." 

SEVENTH AND LAST. 

"Yet there is Time." 

One of the striking lines of Browning's poem is that in which 
is heard the sound of the half-chime from the church steeple, 
followed by the words, "Yet there is time." 

There is time, just time, no more than that! Oh, where are 
the workers ? We need two or three more young men or women, 
preferably not over 30 (on account of the language). They should 
be physically as well as spiritually strong. True, we do not at 
the moment know how we are to support them; but surely the 
God who calls--if He really does call them, with a definite 
message-will also provide the funds. 

The Director needs yet another young man as colportage 
supervisor, not to "boss" his native brethren, but to travel with 
them, to "rough it " with them, and enthuse them-as a living 
example of the Grace of God, and of "push and go." Also 
another secretary somewhat like Miss Mollison, either man or 
woman. 
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We are starting-with the New Year I928--a scheme to 
register" N.M.P. Partners" who shall join us in free distribu­
tion, we giving gratis so long as supplies last. Dr. C. A. 
Owen, Chairman of Literature Committee of the American Mis­
sion in Egypt, says of this :-". . . . your very brave and 
generous proposal regarding Distribution Partners, and I need 
not say that it is a wonderful thing. No proposal or item regard­
ing literature ever interests me 'mildly'; even the word 
, specially' does not describe my interest. 'Tremendous' is 
a better \\'ord. You, here, as usual, put us quite to shame in 
your faith and determination." 

But this means that the office and other work are rapidly 
increasing, and \\'c need both men and means. "Pray ye the 
Lord of the Harvest." 

"Yet there is time-the still ~malI voice doth say 
, His business needeth haste!' Then whv delay? 
Go quickly. for ollr King is on His way. . . 

Yet there is time to GO. 

Alld you who h,ve g"ne forth to' mi(\night.lanc1,' 
no not too blindly think folk understand, . 
Tell them, explail' to them, your message grand. 

Yet there is time to TELL. 

Hasten to tell-then, in this wondrous age 
Of rapid movement, use the printed page, 
Broadcast in every land, at every stage,-

Still men have time to READ. 

iVIen are recelJtive in their early days 
Ere time accnstums them to evil ways; 
But hearls are hardening fast! No more delays! 

To.day there's time-just time!" 

A. T. l;. 

A Train Journey. By A. T. Schofield, ~1.D., i\LR.C.S. 

This, is the last booklet that has. been issued recently as one 
of the sieries brought out by Mr. Arthur Mercer. The purpose 
of the booklet is to give the Gospel mesls~age to' everyone, who 
may read it. It is a true stury, an:d has awaken:ed sO' much interest 
that already three editions have been brought out since the begin­
ning of December. It is printed on thin: paper for enclosing in 
letters. The price is, one penny each, twelve copi1es, for 1/ It, post 
free, frO'm Arthur Mercer, Rozel, Sunnys,ide, Wimbledon, S. \,y. 19, 
or they can be ohtained from S.P.C.K., 9, Northumberland 
Avenue, London, \N.C.2, or from Mess,rsi. Pickering and Inglis, 
J 4, Paternositer Row, London, E.C.4' They are published at cost 
price. A box of 300 can be sent fo,r £' 1 IS. od., carriage pa.id, 
to any address in the United Kingdom (if order'ed fr'Om Rozel), 
which means, 48 copies fr'e'e. 
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ObUuarp. 
HE news, has reached us from Cairo, that on the 23rd ~}f 

February th'e death took place o,f l\'lrs. Harvey, the 
widow of the Rev. 'Villiam Harvey, who was a mis­
s:ion~ry belo!1Jg'ing to the American "United Presbyterian 

l\ilissiolli. They began their work in! Egypt in J865, and were 
greatly beloved by the Egyptian Christians. l\Irs. Harvey was 
nearly ninety years of age. She has heen gradually losing' strerug'th 
for the last four years, and pas-sed pea('cluBy a'A'ay, attended to 
the last both by her daughter and by her life-l(~ng friend and co­
\\'orker, I\,Iiss Anna Y. Thompson. Hel' funeral was: largely 
attended by mis..<;ionaricSi l-A' all Societies in Cairo and by her Egyp­
tian friends. The Coptic Bishop headed the fUl!l.eral proce~sion, 
showing hOo\\' changed were the timessiuce the days when Chris­
tian burial was refused to an" who attended the American Mission 
Church. ' 

Mn;.. Harvey will be remembered as nne of the pioneer mis­
sionaries in Egypt, and throtlgh constant loving i;crvicc and 
patient continuance in well-doing she has earned an enduring 
name in the hearts of many of the Egyptians. 
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THE NILE MISSION PRESS (Incorporated 1905). 

Receipts and Payments Account for the Year ended 31st December, 1927. 

RECEIPTS. 

To Cash. at Ba.nk. 1st JaUtlluy, 1927:­
Cnrrl'nt Account 
Deposit Accouut 
Cash in Ha.nd 

HOME RECEIPTS:­
Hon. Treasllrer 
Sootland .,. 
United States of Amel'ica 
Canada 
Australia-Victoria. 

New South Wales 
New Zealand 

.. Colportage-Egypt, PaIeRtine and Donations 
for Special Purposes 

£, s. d. 

380 II H 
,i91i 11 \J 

20 19 7 
-----

2Uii IS 11 
182 7 3 

Ii-! 10 Ii 
9il !J n 
35 18 II 

4 4 Ii 
30 9 0 

" Sale of Mag-azines 56 6 8 
T. .. it.erature 43 0 I 

" Interest on De}losit Aocount 

t s. d. 

1002 a 

2578 17 7 

IS!!9 13 6 

H9 fi \) 

10 11 S 

£5590 12 i 

PAYMENTS. 
By HOM!>: EXPENDITURE. £, s. d. 

" Office Rent. Rates a.nd Salaries 
., Printing and Sta.tionery, inoluding .• Blessed 

be Egypt" ... 
,. Deputations. Advertising, Postages. and 

Office Expenses 
" Bauk Charges ... 

EXPEt\DlTUltE ON BEHALF ~w CAIRO :-
" Fire Insurance, Cairo Premises 2~ 6 0 

lIfissionaries Passage Money, Freillhtage, 
Outfits. Medic"l Expenses and Tuition 1 7j 0 2 

" Stationery -l I 3 

FIELD EXPENDITURE:-
" C(l.sh transferred to Cairo ... 2 719 ~ 
" .. .. on behalf of Algiers 100 0 () 
" Salaries p(l.id by London 011 behalf of Cairo !n 13 -Ie 

.. Cash transferred to Jerusalem 
CASH AT BANK, 31ST DECEMBER, 1927 :­

Current Account 
Deposit Account 
Cash in hand :lIst December, 1927 

292 u 11 
311 3 " 

21 18 3 

We have audited the above Account and compared it with the Pass Book and Vouchers 
and certify the same to he correct. 

£, 8. d. 
798 17 8 

255 8 11 

283 9 0 
1 13 2 

205 . 7 6 

2910 I4 8 
509 19 2 

625 2 7 

£5590 12 7 

ALFRED M. BARKWOR'I'H. Kennan's Honse, 
Hon. Treasurer, Crown Conrt, Cheapside, E.C. 2. 2{th February, 1928. 

J. DIX LEWIS, CN.SAR & CO., 
Chartered ilccountlfnts. 
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Cb~ Dlle mission Prtss. 
DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED. 

,;..w. Receipt 

19!17. 2. 1~~7J . 
pec .•. 162~0 

3. 162~1 .. 
.. " 1628~ Special 

5. 162-r-3 Scotland 
.. .. 16284 

6. 162K5 
" 169 86 

n, 16~H7 
.. :. 16~88 

8. 16289 
,t 16~90 

" 16291 
I' It 16292 
." ii. 162113 
" .. 16294 .• 
.. 10: 16295 .. 
:: .. 16'296 Scotland 

" 16297 
12. 16298 .. 

" .. 16190 Special 
• ,,16300 •. 

" 16301 Special 
,,16302 .. 

• 13. 16303 
" 16304 

.. 14. 16305 .. 
16306 Scotland 

i, .. 16307 
.~, " 16301'\ 

" " 1~4~~ 
.. " 16311 

., 16312 
15. 16313 

16314 
16315 
16316 

" 16. 16317 
.. .. 16318 
.... 16319 

17. 16320 .. 
" " 16321 
.. .. 16322 Scolltwd 

19. 16323 
" .. 16324 
" " 16325 

" 16326 
" ,;' 1~~~7 .. _0. 163u8 

16320 
" .. 1(;3:l0 

16331 
16332 

" .. 16333 
.. 23. 16;134 .. 
" 28. 11>3115 A<'otJa.nd 

16336 
16337 

.. ., 16338 .. 

.. .. I tl339 Scotland 

.. .. 16340 
" " 16341 .. 
.. .. 16342 U.R.A. 
:;. 29. 16313 
· 16344 

.. 16345 
• • 16346 
.. .. 16347 
t, .. 16348 
" 30. 16)149 

16350 
16351 
I 631i2 
16353 
16354 

" .. 16355 
.. 31. 16356 
" .. 16357 

.t s. d. 
5 0 

9 0 4 
2 6 

3 0 0 
2 ~ 0 

4 0 
10 0 
5 6 

200 
3 4 

12 6 
10 0 

20(1 
6 0 
7 0 
2 6 
2 0 
o 0 

I 1 0 
14 0 

77 0 0 
10 0 

110 0 0 
500 

10 0 
fi 0 0 

10 0 
5 U 

440 
5 0 
5 0 

10 0 
~ 2 0 
8 II 0 

10 0 
5 Ii 
2 ~ 

1 6 0 
10 (/ 
'I 1 
o 0 
1 0 
~ () 
7 6 
1 2& 
4 0 
fi 0 

" 0 1 0 0 
100 0 0 

3 0 
4 

fi (I 
1 0 

lOt 
:I 3 (I 
I 0 0 

14 4 
2 0 

10 0 0 
1 10 0 
I I 0 

31 5 0 
521 
I 0 0 
I 0 0 
8 5 G 

17 6 
I 10 0 
S 0 0 
500 

6 6 
5 0 

5 5 0 
1 IO 0 

8 0 
5 0 
2 0 
o 0 

Date. ReceIpt 
11)27. No. 

Dec. HI 16:158 
.. .. 16359 

16360 
16361 
16362 
16363 
16364 .. 
16365 Scotland 

£ s. d. 
I 0 0 

5 
6 6 

12 0 
2 6 

500 
(; 6 

!l 4 3 
10 0 
10 0 

1 2 0 

.. .. 163(;l) 
16367 

.. .. 16368 

Gm.",/ P"rposes>­
Amounts alI'eady 

acknowledged 
As apove 

S lIecia I 1'''I'P08<S­
Amounts already 

£393 11 5 

.£2687 16 5! 

acknowledged 1750 I 4 
AR above 140 0 0 

19~8. 
Ja.n. 2. 16369 

16,70 
" .. 16371 

16372 .. 
.. .. 16373 Canada 

16374 
10;\75 
16:,76 
16377 

.. ,. 1637g 

.. 3. 1(\3711 
W3110 
163!!1 
163111 
163M3 
16384 
16385 
16386 

.. ,. I 63117 
4. 16:{ll8 

.. " 16389 
" ,. 163QO 

16aUI 
16392 
16393 
16394 
16395 

.• .. 16396 
.. .. 16.'197 
.. .. 16398 

5. 16399 
.. ., 16400 

., 164Ul 
" 1M02 

.. .. 16~03 
6. 16404 

.. .. 16405 

.. " 10406 

.. .. lti407 
.. 16408 
7. 16409 

.. " 18410 
,. .. 16411 

16H2 
" .. 16413 
., .. 16414 

16415 
16416 

.. ,. 16417 

£11190 1 4 

2 O' 
~ :l 0 

~ 0 
10 0 

26 10 0 
1 0 0 

:I (I 
2 2~ 

o 
o 
1I 
o 
o 
o 
(} 
o 
o 
o 
o 
(} 

.) 

1 10 
2 

Ib 
10 
3 

1 1 
3 

1] 
In 17 

16 
4 
2 
2 
2 

3 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
(} 
o 

~ 0 
o 
o 
P 
6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
6 
9 
6 
o 
o 
o 
(} 
6 
6j 
o 

2 
2 
7 

114 
4 

2 0 
3 

1 3 
IU 
1J 
2 

50 0 
6 2 
III 

2 
2 

10 
1 :I 

lJate. ne¢efp~ 
1928. No. 

Jan. 9. 16U8 
16419 
164~O 
16421 
10422 
16423 
16424 
164~5 
16426 

.. " 16427 
.. Id428 

10. 16429 
" " 164:10 
.. .. 1il4al 

.. 16432 
.. ,. 16433 •. 

11. 16434 { Sp~~ial 
" 16435 

.. .. 16~36 
" 16437 

12. 16431:1 
16439 
16~40 
16Hl 
16442 

" 1644S 
IM44 
10445 
16446 

.... IM47 
13. 16448 

1644!l 
,. 16450 

164:;1 
\6452 
16453 

.. .. 16454 
14. 16455 
.. 16156 

.. ill it~~ 
.. 16459 

16160 
16461 

.. 16462 
17. 16463 

,. " 16464 
" .. 16465 

.. 16466 

.. 16467 
18. 16468 

16469 
.. 16470 .. 
.. 16471 S('otland 
.. 1/1472 .. 
., 16473 Special 
.. 16474 " 

III. 16475 
16176 

" 16477 
16478 
16479 
16480 ., 

.. 16481 Rcotland 
., .. 16182 

20. i~~~~ 
16485 
16486 

.. .. 16487 
16488 

',: 2i 10489 
16490 
16491 
1649'2 

., .. 16493 .. 
23. 16494 Scotland 

.. .. 16495 

59 

.£. B. d~ 
l! 0 
1 3 

12 6 
2 1\ 

1 10 0 
10 0 0 

10 0 
13 4 0 

2 0 
3 0 
7 0 
1I 0 

15 0 
2 0 

220 
5 0 
Ii 0 

1) 1I 0 
2 0 
2 0 
2 0 
5 0 

2 10 0 
2 6 
:I 0 

130 
113 3 
318 0 
3 IS 0 
I 7 2 
490 
330 

4 0 
1I 0 
o 0 
2 0 

12 0 
10 0 
2 0 
7 6 
2 0 
2 0 
2 6 
2 6 

100 
500 

5 0 
200 

2 0 
10 0 
5 0 
2 0 

500 
10 0 

7 0 
2 0 

306 19 1 
102 6 4 

3 0 
1 2, 
4 0 
4 0 
2 0 
2 0 

10 0 
4 10 0 

5 0 
2 0 
2 0 

1 12 6 
I 17 6 
200 

6 0 
5 0 

1617 6 
2 0 
2 0 

1 13 6 
10 6 
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THE NILE MISSION PRESS.-DouatJons and SubscriptioDS-C01tt£nued. 
nate, Becelpt 
1928. No. 

Jl.\n. 23. 16496 " 
,. 16491 Cllnadll 
.. 16498 

" 24. 16499 
16500 
16501 
18502 
16503 .. 

..... s. d. 
1 fi 8 

I ~ 
2 0 
~ 0 
2 0 
~ 11 
fi 0 

o 
" " 16504 RelLdel'8 of 

Til. ChrMI"'1 7 15 0 
165115 1 0 (/ 

" ., 18506 1 0 ~ 
25. 16507 2 2 0 

" .. 16508 5 0 r, 
,. " 165011 2 6 

" 16510 :l 0 (/ 
.. 16511 10 0 

26. 16512 4 0 
16513 20 10 0 

:: 27. 16iH4 " 20 0 0 
16515 J Scotland 14 0 

I.. 10 0 
16516 Oa.ncelled 
16517 11 0 
16518 2 0 

:: 28. 16519 2 0 
16.1)20 2 6 

" .. 16521 5 0 00 
.. 30. 16522 1 ] 

16~23 1 2 6 
16524 10 0 
16525 8 IH 2 
16526 .. 2 2 0 
16527 Scotlllnd HI 0 
16528 10 0 
16529 .. 1 0 0 
16530 Rcotland 10 0 

" .. 16531 ~ 0 
" 31. 16532 7 " 

16533 2 0 
., .. 16534 1 1 
.. " 165~5 2 0 
" " 1&536 1 0 0 

16537 2 U 0 
,. .. 165l/8 2 2 0 

Feb. l. 16539 1 (/ 0 
" ,. 18540 1 0 (l 
" " 16541 2 6 

" 16M2 2 0 

D8t.te. Receipt 
11)28. No. 

Feb. 1. 16543 
.. 16544 
~. llifi4~ 

.... 11oM6 
.. 16f:t17 
.. 16548 
.. 16549 
3. 16550 
4. 16551 

16552 
.. 16553 
., 16554 

]6555 
" 16556 
" 16557 

16568 
.. 16559 

16560 .. 
.. 16561 Scotiaml 
6. 16562 
.. 16563 
.. 1656~ 
.. 16565 
, 16566 
7. 16567 

.. .. 1056S 
8.16569 

" 161i70 i'lpecial 
.. 16571 
.. 16572 .. 

.• ., 16073 Scotland 
9. 16574 

16575 
:: 10. 16576 Rpecial 

.. 16577 
]6578 
16579 

.. 16580 
13. 16581 
.. IP58~ 

" .. 111583 
H.16584 
.. 16.585 
.. 16586 
.. 16587 
.. 1658S 
15. 16589 
.. 16590 .. 
,. 16591 Special 

s. d. 
5 0 

.. 0 0 
2 6 

B a 0 
4 4 
4 0 
o 0 

1 ~ 0 
13 2 
10 0 
2 0 
2 0 
2 10 
5 0 
2 0 
~ 6 
o 0 
., 0 

~ 4 
~ 6 
2 6 

10 :I R 
5 0 
o 0 

220 
2 6 

9 
17 0 
2 0 

500 
16 19 6 
2811 
220 

16 0 0 
10 0 
2 0 

o 
o 

12 0 
2 0 
3 3~ 
2 6 

:I 14 0 
2 0 

;; 0 0 
500 

8 fl 
4 0 
o 0 

Date. RecetDt 

F!~i5. 1:592 Canada j) ~!~ 
., 165(1:1 3 12 0 
.. 165943 ~ 

18. lO5na fi 13 0 
.. 165!16 •• 2 0" 
.. 16597 Svecial :iji 0 A 
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SMda7 Pur'po.~es-

A. o.1>o\'e " £452 1~ 
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"prajs~t mv Soul." 
(Hy11ln that was sun,; at Canon Gairdner's Funeral). 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven, 

TO' His: feet thy tribute bring; 

Ra.nJSom'd, heal'd, restor'ed, forgiven, 

Evermore His: praises s,in!,{; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise the Everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favour, 

TO' oUir fathers· in distreSls; 

Praise Him still the same as ever 

Slow to chide and swift to bless; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

GIO'rious in His faithfulness. 

Father-like He tends and spares us, 

'Veil our feeble frame He knows; 
In His. hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues, us from all our' foes; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

'Videly yet His mercy flows. 

Angels in the height adore Him, 

Ye behold Him face to face; 

Saints triumphant bow before Him, 

Gather'd in from every race; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of Grace. Amen. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVIII. JULY, 1928. No. 114. 

editorial. 
" o death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? 

Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus CJ~~ist." . . 

"Ther~fore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmove­
able, alw'ays abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.}) 

-1 COR. xv. 55, 57, 58. 
The whOile miSlsion:ary community in: Egypt has, mOlurned for 

Canon Gairdnler-. He was greatly 101Ved, and will be long remem­
bered. Like his Master, he hias been made perfect through suffer­
ings. Like hisl Master, he shall see of the travail o.f his soul, and 
shall be satisfied. - We give our heartfelt sympathy to Mrs. 
Gairdner and her children and tOi the whole ChUirch Missionary­
So.ciety-, who will SOl deeply feel his 100ss. 

vVe. too spall feel it lastingly. To. th'em, and to -us, comes 
the message, " Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abOlunding in 
the wOlrk of the Lo.rd, -fo.rasmuch as ye kno.w that your labour :s 
not in vain in the LOIrd." 

The aCCOUrlllt o.f the wOIrk of the Mis5ion Press, mil tOild at our 
Annual Meetings" gives great encouragement both tn· the workers 
and the supporters, of the Mission. The increasing distributio.n 
of Christian books among the Moslems and the continual spread­
ing and widening of that distribution gives us' cause fm great 
thankfulness>. • 

Ch~ I)II~ mission pr~ss. 
r---- ---- --- -, THE. Annu.'al Mee.tings were held 

this year, afternoon and even­
ing, O'n Thms'day, Ap-ril 19th. 

We had with us the Rev. 
Francis C. Brading, B.D., F.R.G.S., 
and Mr. Douglas Porter. 

We were sorry not to see more 
fri-ends with us. The possibility is 

that we fixed them a little toO. early for most 
of OUIl" friends. At the same time; all who 
came realised the sense of God's PresenetO' 
with us, and for those who were unable to 
join us we are printing the several messages 

for their pemsal. 
. We are thankfu~ to be able to state that the 

Executive Committee have accepted Me James 
Ernest Kinnear, of Roslyn, Dunedin, New Zea­
land, as a Missionary en their staff iill Egypt. Mr. 
Kinlnear will hope to arrive there iill the autumn .. 
Meantime he is doing some deputation wnrk on 

behalf -O'f the Nile Miss,ion Pre"s in the South Island, and will be 
B 
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glad of pr'ayer that much interest may be sltirred up. Mr. Kinnear 
has: already been stUidying sOime Arabic. He has been teaching 
at the Hilgbl School, and we give him a warm welcome. 

Mr. Menrzies hasl palssed his first language examination, and 
a recent letter tells that he is seeking to make himself m'Ore word­
perfect by taking some of the native wmkers 'Out with him on 
Saturday aftelfnoonsl. Pray that GOld wiII soon give him the " gift 
'Of utlf:ier'ance. " 

In: the present is,sule Mr. Upsonl gives, an account of his' t,rek 
initio the Sahara. This; is, interesting reading, and wiII call farth 
pr'ayer fOlr thisl new' ventUire. 

Weare glad tb be able tOl tell 'Our readers that a new car has 
been offered, but: as a trip like this entails c'Onsiderable expense, 
Mr. Upsan thinksi that we shall at least need another £50 for 
expenrsiesl fOlr the first m'Onth's trip. 

We are I;lad to be able, to report that the Rev. F. S. Laurence, 
l\f.A., who bias, been a! member of OIU1r Executive fm- some time, 
h'as beell! able to make a 1]rip tOi the Near' East and slee the work, 
and he is: inl complete agr'eement with Mr. UpsOln in the plan fOlr 
a new Bookshop inl Jerusal'em. As: far as we can see at present, 
we sh'all have t'o buy a property, as nothiing- else seems available, 
and plans, for thi:s are being- disleussed at the preslenrt time. We 
shall hope to report further in: our n:ext iSlsue. 

Our Chairman, in his rema;rks at the Annual Meetinl;, showed 
a diag-ram which he had drawn up to scale, showing the incr'ease 
of the work in: di,stribution. He alsOi has written a few wo,rds 
concerning if, which we wishi to s1:'ress. 

It is imperative that. if we are to increase co'ntinuaIly, the 
work must be more widely knlOwn at home. As our readers, will 
remember, I have often asked them to get me: apening-s t'O tell 
of the work. but I am sorry 1'0 have to' repOirt that I have had 
very little, if any, encouragement to these appealSi. 

May I urge vou, dear friends" to tflke this up as a VERY REAL 

BURDEN, to see if you can arrang-e some meetin!!s in the cominlf; 
autumn, either for myself or for' Mr'. Mason. "\iV e feel sUIr'e y011 

would not want the work curtailed, and yet we can see visions: of 
this being so, ulnles.s, we g-et more support. Certain funds have 
now come to' an end whicH have helped us in: OIur Palestine work, 
and OIur' receipts, have: fallen bv nearlv £300 in consequence. Is 
there: anyone who can help UIS. here, either' by pr'ayer O'r saorifice? 

Mr. UpsOln must have anorther lady secretary, who, wiII need 
to knb,w about tile work before Miss, Mollison is able tOl have her 
furlaugh when due. WiIl our friends kindly remember this need 
in prayer. 

We rece:ived a coPy of a very encouragin~ accoun:t from 
R. Stanley Miles, of Sfax, telling how they had been stimulated 
and encouraged by reading- " Blesis,ed by Egvpt" to emuJate the 
example of our workers inl Egypt in direct distribution. He and 
a voun'g friend, a native convert, went to every open house, every 
cafe, every shop, and every open dOOlr into a small farmyar~ o,r 
olive press, wag, enter'ed. And they were m'Ore than 'Once: surpnsed 
to see how readily the menl accept:ed the literature OIffered. Those 
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met walking dO'wn, the raad towards Sfax, and those maunted an 
donkeys, were asked to stap for a brief mament and take with 
them some tract, or collection af all the baoks they had with them, 
if they had atHer'sl at hOime who COUild read. 

Mr. Miles, states, " This was my first experience af doing this 
kind af work alangslide an Arab canvert . . . and it cheered and 
helped me a great deal." He continues" " I may say that all the 
large quantity of tracts, distributed were thase received fram the 
Nile Missionl Press. We earnestly ask pr'ayer far this, and all 
oth{lr seed sown in the cauntry places af this southern regianl." 

Lastly, we h:ave to refer tOi the Harne-call of the Rev. Canon 
"V. H. T. Gairdner, B.A., who wasl one of the first members: of 
the Publication Committee of the Nile Missian Press, and was for 
years a member. Mis's Van SOimmer has, written a short article 
of her first contact with him, and we publisH his phatagraph! as 
aur FrOintispiece this quarter. We extJend to' Mrs. Gairdner and 
the children our prayerfUil sympathy, as also to' the Church Mis'­
siOlnary Saciety, in a 100ss which it will be well-nigh impO'ssible to' 
make good. 

Nile House, 

Tunbridge Wells. 

+ 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 

JI Rtmtmbranct of Canon 6alrdntr. 
By A. VAN SOMMER. 

« Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." 

I
T was in the year I8q7 when I first met Canon Gairdner. 

The Conference of the Student Movement was to' .be held 
at Curbar, in Derbyshire, and Mr. TatlO'w, the Secretary, 
had given me leave to speak to the studenlts for twenty 
.minutesl, for Eg-ypt. The meeting at which I was to' speak 
was to be held in the t"ent on SatUirday evening- after the 

week's COinference was Olver. It was the 31st of Ju~y. Before 
guiI1lg to. CUirbar I had written to the' Rev. F. Adeney, whO' was 
Secretary.of C.M.S. in CairO'. I told him of th'e opportunity which 
was being given to me, and sought his, interest. Mrs. Adeney 
wrote to me for h'er hUisband and conveyed a messlage from him: 
"Tell Miss V ani Sommer to ask fOlr men.." Shortly before this 
I had been staying with them at Helauan!, a few miles from cairO', 
and. Mr. Adeney and I had lang talksl olVer the great need af more 
mis,sicmaries in Egypt .. He said that what made him sal anxious 
\vas, thlat not onle of those who were tHere now couJd give himself 
to evangelistic work Some were eng-aged. inl hosp,ital work, some 
were engaged inl school work, he himself had tried to: do' a little 
literary work; but nQlt one Q1f them had both the knnwledge of 
the lang-u.age and the time te> undertake evangelistic work, al).d he 
finlished by saying, ". Unlless, more men.. CQlmel out, .. I see nO' prQisp'ect 
of its ever being dQlne. " 
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'With this me'S Stage ringing in my thougHts, I prayed con­
tinually for three weeks beforehand, tttat wordsl might be given 
me, and that seven men might volunteer for Mis,sion work in 
Egypt. And especially I asked f0'r men for the C.M.S. I was 
on the watch the whole time to. see whom God would choose. I 
had not been asked to go t0' Curbar till the closing days of the 
Conference. At the first meeting I attended I saw Canon Gairdner 
for the first time. He led the singing, and I wasl greatly struck 
with his powers of carrying the audience with him. I felt this, is 
a man whom Egypt wants. He has the spirit of a leader'. It is 
leaders who are needed. So then, and all through the Conference, 
I prayed that om Father in Heaven would lay His' hand on Mr. 
Gairdner, and take him for Egypt. 

When SatUirday evening came, I prayed that he might C0'me 
t0' the meeting at which I w'as to speak. Ther'e were olnly two 
speakers that evening, and I wa~ the second. I looked anxiously 
t,) see if he were there, but he was not. When my turn. came t0' 
speak, just as. I said the first word~, Mr'. Gairdner came in, walked 
up th'e tent, and sat down in front of me. In my heart' I prayed, 
" LOIrd, call him now." 

Fat' the next tW0' days I was chiefly occupied with those who 
la1!er went: out to Egypt as: the Egypt Miss,ion Band. But every 
day students spoke to me about the needs 0'f Egypt. I specially 
remember Me DOIuglas Thornton, who told me it was on his mind. 
The last' day, moM, of th0'se who had been ther'e had gone away. 
Miss Lucy Gui'nnJ(ssl, wh0' had kindly lent me her room inl her 
absence, told me I could stay a day or two longer if I liked. So 
I was, almost the 0'nly one left, except: the Executive Cbmmittee 0'f 
the Student Volunteers. 

A message reached me from them, asking me to' take tea 
with them. When I went into. the room I saw a number of 
men whose names, have become very familiar. There wasl Dr. 
Tohn Matt, Mr. Tatlow, Mr. Joe Oldham, Dr. \Valter Miller, Mr. 
Douglas Thomlton, and several others. Directly I entered the 
room, Mr. Gairdner came up to me, and said, " I W'a" wanting to 
speak to you" will you come outside with me?" \Ve went' out 
on the lawn, and sat down OIn a plank. He said: " I heard yQiU 
speak fQir Egypt the other evenillJg-. If you remember, I came in 
just as you began to speak, and it was iust as though a voice said 
to me, , Whv nOit vou?' I have been thirniking aJ great deal lately 
about the Nile Valley, as I have been writing" the life Qif GordQin 
for the C.S.S.M. Magazine, and I have begun to wonder if that is 
to be my sphere of wOlrk-and he puJled Qiut Qif his pocket some 
printer's galley proofs to shof\v me. In mv heart I wondered, and 
thanked God. I could hardly believe it. It was God's. dOling, and 
it was marvellous in QiUlr eves. He then told me that Mr. ThQirntQin 
was also thinking about Egypt. We parted, and a few years, later 
we met in Egvpt. He was ahvay~ a true friend to me, and I asked 
him to be a Trustee of Fairhaven. He always, came to' help me 
when I asked him. I shall miss him very much, as SOl many Qithers 
w'ill, but I thank God for all He ha,S\ \.used him to do for Egypt. 
Canon Gairdner gave himself for the Moslems.. He laid down his 
life for them. 

Some wo,rds that were sPOIken by him last year, when he came 
tOi dedicate to God an extension of the grounds at Fakhaven, seem 
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!';o wonderfully appropriate to the finishing off OIf his own life work, 
that I print them now in loving remembrance of the beginnang 
and the ending of his life for Egypt. 

Sever-al beautiful passages of Scripture were read, including 
the thirty-fifth of baiah, and then, after singing a hymn, Canon 
Gairdner gave a shOirt address :--

" We are met to~day tOi dedicate to God, with thanksgiving, 
a finished enterprise. We 100ik back and think of this dry, hort, 
waterleSIS bit of limestone hillside twenty-five years agO'; then the 
laying of the foundation stOine of Fairhaven; the building and 
dedicationl of the house; the first beginning of the garden, when 
the arid rock and dust began to blo·ssom as, a rose, and streams 
to flOlw in the dry desert ground, then the addition of piece after 
piece of wilderness" each in turn undergoing the same transforma­
tion intOi garden); and finally, the additiOin of this last piece, and the 
enterpris,e was finished. ' 

"'Fin1shed '? vVhen thinking over the Old and New Testa­
ment passages. or incidents that wouJd be suitable to cite in con­
nection with this theme, I was struck by the significant lack of 
pass'ages, o,r incidents in which the idea of cOimpletion: is at all 
emphas,ized. The Old Testament and its, several books, chapters 
and incidents, terminate in ' half-closes,' like notes of interroga­
tion-s.ign-posts, pointing forward, and adding 'What nlext?' 
In the New Testament, too, the very Gospels lead straight into 
the Acts; the Acts break off in the middle of a sentence; St. Paul 
himself fades. unnoticed OIut of the pictuf'e, his cloak and paf'eh­
ments still on their way;-the Aposto·lic Church immers,ed in its 
bus.iness OIf patience, of continuing, of being martyred, of carrying 
on, not of completions. or striking climaxes., did not think it worth 
while chronicling St. Paul's end, nor that of the other great 
leadeI"S,; nor did the Holy Spi,rit give us the end of their careers, 
nor any histOiric end as part of Holy Writ. No ends, no paus,es, 
n.o climaxes, nO' , finished enterprise".' ;-thiSl is, the general char­
acter of the Bible, that pilgrim-book, that jOlumal of the Kingdom 
of God from Eden's outer gate, down to the receding present, that 
log-book of the long voyage, that general order-book of the great 
unfinillshed campaig11i. The grand exoeption iSI that of the Great 
Alpha and Omega, when He appeared in time,-TeteZestai: ' It is 
finished'; Finis. And yet, was not even that a 'finis.' which 
immedi1ately became the beginning of man~ things, you might say 
of all things? Like that first TeteZestai, the Rest 0'£ God itSle'lf 
when the divine voice announced to the heavenJy hOoSts that the 
enterprise 0'£ Creatio11i was finished, and yet, ages after, was heard 
the same divine voice saying, 'My Father is, at work even Ulntil 
now, and I am at work'? Yes, and even the grand completion, 
condusioln, Finis, foreshadowed in the book of the Apocalypse, 
prophes.ied 0'£ by the prophets" longed after and hoped for by the 
saints, the crashing finale OIf the great Oratorio of the Kingdom, 
an end if ever there was one, is not even this. to be but Eternity's 
beginning-

" Life is done,-
Time ends, Eternity's begun; " 

when the Finished Enterprise is dedicated to its Maker and 
Redeemer for an etemity of unimaginable use, unimaginable ser-
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vice? And so even that end of ends is to be but the prelude of 
endlessness. 

" It is with thOoughts like these that we come together to .. day. 
We'-some Oof us-who in 1906 laid the fOlundations of the BOollJse, 
come tOogether to-day' bringing forth the head-stone' (SIO to speak) 
with shoutings of ' Grace, Grace unito, it.' But jurst as that temple 
of Zerubabel was an end which was far mo,re a begitliIl~ng ,-to 
be used to the glolry of God and the service of men, so is it not 
with this' finished enterprise' OIf ours, here, this Fairhaven? It 
is only 'finished' in order to be ulS,ed. One day the Lord will 
come, end time, and usher in eternity; and in unimaginable ways 
transform every spiritually-built thing, every achievement PQlS­
sessing sOlmethinlg 0'£ the eternal values, into a chamber of some 
mansions in the heavenly City; every spiritually-tilled garden 
into a pleasance in the Paradise of God. We do not know. We 
only know that we thank Him for the paSlt; rejoice in the presenlt; 
and now dedicate the finished-unfinished enterprise tOi Him fOor His 
service in all the days of the unknown future. Amen." 

+ 

W. D. Ctmplt 6atrdnu. 

l
OU ask me to write about our dear friend who fOlught 

the good fight, who has finished the course, who 
kept the faith, and has gOine intOi the pres,ence Oof the 
Kinlg. FOirgive me if I only touch onl a few scenes 
that risle to the memOiry as one looks back onl the 
past thirty years, and leave to others mo,re competent 

the task of writing a wo,rthy tribute tOo on.e who, waSi a great mis­
sionary, a great geniuSl, and a great friend. 

Alexandria, 1899. What a joy it was tOi welcome Gairdner 
on his arrival in Egypt, and the fortn~,ght he spent in Beit f'l 
Hamd befo,re proceeding to' join Douglas ThorntOin in Cairo was 
a time of refn~lShing indeed. We were in the throes. of language 
study, and the sounds that proceeded from the various rooms, 
especially when; Maawad Eff. was forcing the pace, were reminis­
cent of the Zoo. Gairdl1ler entered ilfllto all our life and wOlrk 
with the greatest interest, and we Slpent very precious, times 
together in fellmvship i;md prayer. He was twenty-five, and looked 
younger, a most wirm~ng personality; nnd behind all you fdlJ the 
motive power, the missionary spirit, the love of Christ con­
strainil1lg. 

How much his friendship has, meant from that first day 
onwards throughout the twenty-nine years of his sojourn in the 
land to us his fellow-missiol1laries.. He has. stood with us by the 
open grave, and made ourI' sorrow his sorro'w. Who is there who 
heard his, sermon in St. l\furk's OIn the Home-going of Elias 
Thompson who will ever forget the fragr'ant sympathy of that 
tribute. And if he entered fully into' OUir sorrows and trials, he 
also ent;ered fully into: olUr jOoys and plea,sures,. We shall often 
think of his bright simile and warm h?ndc1asp and cheery greeting. 
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Muhammed Ali, Cairo, 1901. A c.rowded meeting .of Azhari 
Sheikhs. The subject cO'ilitroversial, and the air thick with oppo­
sition and fanaticism. The speaker constantly interrupted by 
questions and remarks and uproar. But what a grip of his sub­
ject, all the points clearly and fo'rcibly put, the arguments 
unanswerable, the references to their own Moslem aUithOirities pro­
duced, and all in Arabic, fluent and acceptable even to those 
masters of the language. 

Surely from Oxford and Cambridge there never went forth 
two missionaries. mOire gifted than Galrdner and ThorntOln, or 
mOire capable of facing the difficult problem of Islam. And wher'e 
natural gift:s. and inrtellecrual power must ever come shOirt and 
fail there was that in their hearts which can never fail-a de,ep 
love for the souls of thOise tOi whom they were sent. The lorve 
OIf Christ must triumph. 

The gen~us: of Gairdner has meant much to Missions, not 
only in Egypt but throughout the MOislem wOlrld. His life ,)f 
Douglas ThOirnton has stirred the heart of many a young man 
and woman ta missionary zeal. His" RebUike orf Islam" has 
done a great deal to educate the Christian ChUlr'ch at home as to 
what the problem is that we are faced with on the field, and has 
beeili without doubt one of the factors uSied in awakening the 
Churches to definite miss,ionary effort among Moslems. But we 
mi'ssionaries of Egypt are specially in debt to the genius, of 
Gairdner. Noone calli conceive the years, of incessant toil and 
meticulous, care invOilved ilili his work on the colloquial Ar'abic of 
Egypt!, from which eventually evolved his systematised Grammar, 
and Slide by s,ide with that effo~t: the OIrganising and establishing 
of th'e Cairn SchoOiI OIf Study, whi:ch entirely owes' its inception 
and existence tOI hisl viis,iOlnl, fOlf'esight and genius,. And we do 
,vell tOi remember that all the time and strength he gave tOl this 
wOIrk wasl given gratuitously and in addition; to: the very heavy 
duties that fell upon him in his own Mission. A labOlur of lo,>,e 
tf'Ully, facilitating the study of the difficu~t language in an extra­
ordinary degree, giving the miss,ionary a thorough equipment 
from that standpoint--and how much it all means in the: evangeli­
sation of Egypt. In this toOl his. wOlrks, will sur'e1y fQillow him. 

Zeitoun., 1910. The first confef'ence in Egypt for Moslem 
converts was held inl Zeitoun in, 1910, and Gairdner was, heart 
and soul in it. He was, appointed to give the address at onle {,,f 
the (wening meetings.. As, the hour apprQiached he s~emed deeply 
concerned, and asked that someone else might take his, pJacel, as 
he did not feel he had any mes,sage. There had been much prayer, 
and the assurance: had beenl given that God was gQiing tQi meet 
with us. that evening. Gai,rdner's address, was very brief and 
tOi the point, and perhaps OIne of the mOist powerful he ever 
delivered. He tOild how God ha8been showing him hisl Qiwn need, 
and how he lQinged for that need to be met, and putting Himself 
alongs,ide the poorest and weakest in that gathelring, he asked 
them tOi pray fOlr him, anld down went his, head OIn the table in 
front of him. The hush of God and the breath of God came Olver 
that meeting. Suddenly a man rose, the most outstanding MOls~em 
convert in Egypt at that time, and in: a broken voice told how 
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the words, spoken had pi,erced hi,s heart. If it were true of Mr. 
Gairdner, how much more tru~ of him. And there followed a 
confess,ion of coldness and sin and failure in his, ministry and a 
cry for deJi,veraniCe that touched every heart. It is, doubtful If 
there was, one sOUil present who did nort, meet with God that night. 

The Moslem converts were Gairdner's, special care, and he 
met the enquirer, the candidat!e for baptism, the backs.!ider with 
a wealth of s,ympathy, sometimes, alas, ill-requited. How 
patiently he went after the sheep that strayed. One night the 
pathway led to' a low opium den in one of the worst s,lums in Cai'ro. 
The man had runl well and then gone dOlwn like a log. He brought 
him back out of the depths, cared fQir him and found work fOlr him. 
It all ended in dilsaster; next day he dis,appeared with a sum of 
money entrUlsil:led to him. Al1Id Gairdner gave him up? Not at all, 
he followed that poor' drug-deadened Sioul, found him, bwught 
him back and had him re-il1ls,tated in his post. What a joy it must 
have been to him to see that manl make good in the service {f 
Christ', as, he assluredly did. 

"Friends of the Bible," 1915. Another conference at ZeitouI1-
five years later, when the Egyptian Student Movement, "The 
Friends of the Bible," met for several days, in "Masken .. es­
Salaam," was a particularly happy gathering. It was, a picture 
to see Gairdne:r at the crowded table at meal timesl, he waSJ like 
a big brother to those boys" and hmv they enjoyed his, " bon mots," 
and how they plied him with questions" until the whole table was 
in an uproar of laught,er and fun. And how the power of God 
came dOl\vn: onl those meetings as he and his friends" Basleeli BUltros 
and Ibrahim Luika, held fOlrth the Word of Life. He was never 
mO're in his, element: than when SUirrounded by an appreciative 
crowd of Egyptian, students, and who can measure the influence 
of the years he spent inl dose touch witll many of them. 

Jerusalem, 1924. One last glimpse of our friend. A little 
camp on the: Mount among the: olive trees" with a ca'rpet of blood­
red poppies under foot. In the very early hours of each mOlrnrng 
before the dawn, on the brow O'f the: hill overlooking the city, a 
solitary figur'e with folded arms., and head bowed in prayer and 
me:ditatiolli. Motion:les,s he stands. until the city beneath him is 
bathed in: the light of the ris,ing sun and life begins to' stir around. 
It was thus I saw him for the last time on earth, and as one remem­
bers onle ever thinks. of the life that was his, abo'Ve and beyond 
all the outward activities, of service, the life that iSi hid with Christ 
in God. 'fi WriUen by one of the rst members of the 

Egypt General Mission. 

+ 
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Cbt .,flt, mission' prtss. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS. 

T
HE Annual Meetings of the Nile Mission 

Pre, S6 took place at Sian College, Vic­
toria Embankment, in the afternoon and 
evening of Thursday, April 19th. 

Although the attendances were not large, the 
spirit of the gatherings was full of encourage­
ment. In the afternoon Mr. ANDREW MILLER 

presided, and the principal address 
was given by the Rev. FRANCIS C. 
BRADING, B.D. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. John' L. 
Oliver), before giving the report of 
the Committee 'on the y'ear's work, 
expressed the general' regret at the 

. absence of some old friends from the· meeting, some 
of them through sickness and infirmity, and'others 
because they were away in Eastern lands. He said 
how much those present would' miss the company of 

Miss Van Sommer, Miss Blackwood, Miss Hodgkin, and others. 
Looking back over the year, it was a matter for great thank­

fulness that it had oeen possible to increase the European sfaff in 
Cairo; In September last two helpers were sent out, and it was 
hoped to send out yet others. Mr. Upson had been able to expand 
the work very considerably by the establishment of general' 
agenlCies. To>-day the Nile Mi1ssiolli Press had nine genleral 
agencies, all of them in central pOIs.itio,DlS, each representing a 
whole country, such as Morocco, Tunisia, Iraq, and so on, and 
in addition there were twelve local ag-encies for the sale of books. 
This work, which began in so small a way, was being gradually 
extended, and was being thrust forth into all the Moslem lands. 

With reference to Book-shops. The Press had a very 
good book-shop in Cairo; In Jerusalem the position of the book­
shop, owing to local difficulties, had had to be changed, but he 
had received a cable only that mOI'ning to say that a place had 
been found in David Street-a truly splendid position in the Holy 
City. He asked for the prayers of the friends of the Press for 
this new venture' in David Street. There had been a good many 
difficulties in the Arab quarter of Jerusalem, and it was ·these 
which had made necessary the removal, but the book-shop was 
still "within the walls "-that was the main thing. 

Then there was another bookstore in Algiers, worked in con­
junction with the good friends of the Algiers Mission "Band, and 
another instance of co-partnership was exhibited at Aleppo, 
where the Press was working with the American friends. 
Recently he had received the news that a book-shop had been 
opened in Bombay. Thus there was "a great deal of' new work to 
enlist the prayers and interest of the friends at home. 

He had also to report with great pleasure tnat, the separate 
publications of· the Press had now reached 620. At the out­
break of the \Var, the Press had only 140 bC?.oks on its list. By, 

e 
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the end of the War, in spite of all the difficulties regarding paper 
and so forth, th~ number was doubled. By June of 1926 the 
figure 570 was reached, and now it was 620. Everyone of these 
publications was, as Mr. Upson said, true to type-the type for 
which the Nile Mission Press stood, namely the Word of God and 
the salvation of Moslems and others. The full message of the 
Gospel was put into these publications. Last year two dozen 
new publications in Arabic were produced, as well as five in 
European languages for the purpose of clearing-that is to say, 
to serve as manuals for translators into the various languages in 
Moslem Asia, when the translators themselves did not know 
Arabic. It was hoped last year to do SIOmething for Persia, a 
course of action: to which the Persian Inter-Misision Council had 
been urgiolg them. During this year ten bookle1:s. and tracts io 
Persia had been issued. An appeal for a printing press in 
Abyssinia had been received, and the more the work extended the 
more appeals seemed to come. One appeal was for books in 
Urdu, and he hoped that it would soon be possible to answer it. 

With regard to colportage, five different countries were now 
touched by this work. Nine men were working in the Nile valley. 
The best man of them all had been doing excellent work in the 
Egyptian Sudan, but lately he had had to be brought back, having 
been struck down with fever. There were four men in Palestine 
and one across the jordan. The statistics of distribution showed 
roughly that in 1922, 140,000 copies were distributed; in 1923, 
160,000; in 1925, 350,000; and in I927, 484,541. Thus the figure 
for last year was nearly 135,000 books better than the previous 
best in 1925. 

A Partnership system had been established with missionaries 
who were in need of literature but unable to purchase it. This 
stipulated that the Nile Mission Press would provide for its part­
ners absolutely free grants of publications, so long as it had the 
means to do so, while the distribution partner undertook to dis­
tribute such literature systematically, tactfully, and prayerfully. 
It was along these lines that the Press was prepared to co-operate 
with any friends who wanted its literature. 

Turning to finance, the Press received during the year, in 
home receipts, something like '£336 more than last year, and had 
been able to send out £400 more to the field. This was a cause 
for real thanksgiving. Not only was the home account better, 
but the whole system of finance on the field was in a satisfactory 
condition. 

In conclusion, Mr. Oliver directed his audience to certain 
verses (9, 10, and I I) of Psalm 86. He believed that God was 
going to do wonderful things for the Moslem world. His 
promises right through the prophetic Scriptures showed what He 
had in mind for these lands with their sons of Ishmael. They all 
of them had need to pray, "Teach me Thy way, 0 Lord, I will 
walk in Thy truth. " As long as the Nile Mission Press followed 
the line of this truth, it need have no fear as to the future, but, 
on the contrary, a great hope as to what would come from these 
printing presses in Egypt. 

At the close of the Report Mr. P. K. ALLEN led the meeting 
in praise and prayer. 
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The Rev. FRANCIS C. BRADING: I am nat gaing to attempt 
this afternoon to employ oratory in any shape or falrm. I could 
not even if I would. WHat we want is just a little family talk, 
and I think that win be the best way to interest youl in this, WOIll­

derful work which is. proceeding in Mos.lem lands. It was my great 
privilege to Slpend some time: in Decembe:r las.t, on my way home 
from the East, with Mr. Upson in Cairo. We: talked over ever'y­
thing that had to do with the work of the Press, and the thing 
which interested me very much was this, question of the partner­
ship dis,tributorsr. After a night's, reflectian I went to him and 
said that! I thought the: Scripture Gift Mission would likel to be 
a partner in thiSi work, and it was there and then arranged that 
we should srnprply Mr. Upson with 80',000 or 100,000 Gospels, and 
that he would arrange to distribu:te: them with the publicationsr ( f 
the Nile l'vIiss,ioni Press,. ThUis. the two going tagether would each 
complement the other. I do not think you can g-et a better com­
binlatiolli thanl that, and I know from long experience that all the 
publications. of the Nile Mis,sionJ Press are" fOUir-siquare" onl the 
Word of God. 

Then with regard to the wark in Jerusalem, it was my 
privileg-e . to g-o up there on a flying visit after many years; I 
think it is thirty years since my last visit to the Holy City. One 
saw a tremendous change everywhere, and qS I walked to David 
Street and then down underneath thase cavernaus alley-ways 
leading to, the former s,ituationJ of the book-shop~I found it oUlly 
with great difficultv, although I thought I knew the city pretty 
welI-I could not help reflecting upon the great changes which 
had taken place evervwhere. At the book-shop I had a heart-to­
heart talk with the distributor; he seemed very despondent abaut 
the situation of the dep6t, and so it has rejaiced me the mare to 
hear what Mr. Oliver has just said about the chang-e which has 
taken place at Terusalem. It is a splendid thing- that the Press 
should have a dep6t in the main thoroughfare, if so it can be 
called, and I am sure that the difference to the work will be as 
g-reat as the difference betweenl darkness and lig-ht. Every­
body on entering Jerusalem must pass through David Street, and 
if the dep6t has a g-oodsign and is well illuminated it is possible 
to' predict an excellent sale for its publicatians. All the pilgrims 
and strang-ers in the Holy Citv, too, will be brought face to face 
with the work of the Press. To-day, of course. advertising- is a 
thing which we cannot affard to' disregard. Advertising, tao, is 
a way to reach the Moslem world. OUf friends, the Seventh Day 
Adventists, have set Uisl an example. inl that respect, for they do 
all their wark through the printed page. During my recent warld 
travels there was hardly a corner af the globe which I visited 
where I did not come across the advertising methads of the 
Seventh Day Adventists. I thought to myself that we must 
emulate them if we are going to reach the Moslems. I had a 
letter to-day from Dr. Zwemer. who had just been visiting 
Persia, and, speaking of the portions of scripture which we had 
been sending out in Persia, he asked whether we could not dO' 
something similar far Egypt and other parts of the Maslem world. 
I am sure that my Committee will agree and say, "Go ahead, ,; 
and it will be one of the things in which we shall be co-operating 
with the Nile Mission Press in Egypt and in Narth Africa 

electronic file created by cafis.org



74 "]JLESSED BE EGYPT." 

generally. We: are a family together; our work is inter-linked, 
and we would not have it otherwise. It is not a case of being 
shut up in watertight compartments. We should not do very 
much if that was. the case. Mr. Oliver, who is, the Secretary to 
the Press, and I, who am Secretary to the Scripture Gift Mission, 
never quarrel, or think we are overstepping each other's 
boundaries, and when it comes to the Algiers Mission Band, we 
sit in counsel together on that Committee which is so much 
linked up again with the Nile Mission Press. 

I wrote Mr. Oliver the other day and asked him what I should 
speak, about on this occasion, and he told me to speak about 
Algeria. So I will try to give you some idea of what is being 
done in that land. My wife has returned from that country and 
has given me some notes about her recent visit, and I think I had 
better stick to them. I think the Associ~tion between the Nile 
Mission Press and the Algiers Mission Band is a thing that ought 
to' have corne about ten years ago. In all the Moslem lands. one of 
the great difficulties is to get the people to understand the truths 
of Christianity. It is true that Mohammedanism is a worship of 
God so-caUed, but the Mohammedan God is not our" God, He is. 
quite another Being altogether: We cannOt recognise in 'tHe 
Mohamrhe~an:God the Goa and Father of our Lord Jesus' Christ. 
That is one thing we have to bear in mind right through. 
Although it is, a point of cOilitact betWeen the Moslem and the 
Christian that they both worship one GO'd, yet when you come to 
ana)yse it, the point cif contactappe,ars very shadowy and unreal. 

There has beeIll, no. doubt" a great upheaval thr'Q'Ulghout t,he 
Moslem world of late years. I remember when I first went out 
to work amongst the Moslems, about r889, the bitterness was 
terrible .. , But you will find in going about nnw that there has 
been ~ tremendous change, one might say, for the better, and that 
there is in some quarters on the part of the" Moslem an open ear 
and a. great longing to know more about the Gospel we preach. 
The Moslem sees that in the true Christian there is a difference 
from the ordinary so-called professing Christian. Moreover, 
gem~rally speaking, Moslems have had experience only of Roman 
Catholics, and, nothing" makes them so bitter ~s the wor~hip of 
the Cross, which is one of their bugbears. They, hate it mQre 
than. anything else. Thus the Moslem, especially, in Algeria, ha,s 
not had the: OPPOftuilliity of Sleeing, except in a very unreal way, 
what Christianity really is and stands for. But there is 
undoubtedly now an opening of the heart, and I think this is the 
very time to get Christiaili literature in amongst them. 

I" for'get wheili I had the pleasure of speaking at one of your 
Annual Meetings last; but I think I did mention then the oppor­
tUiliities for work down in the Sahara. Since then Mr. Upson 
and Mr. Theobald, of the Algiers Mission Band, have gone ,far 
into the great desert and have found everywhere open doors and 
an enquiring mind; they have been able to distribute very large 
quantities of literature and copies of the Word of God. They 
went on one occasion far down into the desert and reached a 
village or oasis where they discovered a well-dressed Arab, who 
told them that he was the son of the Governor of the whole ·dis­
trict, and" that it was his business to collect the taxes due to his 
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father. There were hundreds of villages and oases in that neigh­
bourhood, and they are inhabited by a well-educated class, for 
quite 75 per cent. of the males can read. This presents a 
wonderful opportunity for the distribution of literature. This is 
part of a vast territory, with a not inconsiderable duslert popula­
tion. Scattered throughout these oases are brotherhoods not 
unlike the brotherhoods of the Roman Catholic Church. The 
members call themselves" The Men of the Way"-the Way 
being of course the Moslem Way. But they can all read and read 
well. They are all students of the Koran, and they are endeavour­
ing to, pr'opagate the Moslem faith everywhere. They are 
fanatical to a degree. This Arab of whom I have spoken, the son 
of the Governor, invited Mr. Upson and Mr. Theobald at any 
time" to come and stay with him, and with his, pelfmiss,ion tOi go 
out into the country with their literature. You can see what an 
opening is thus given. 

In Algeria one of the great needs has been for men to go 
into these desert regions. I have in my hand a most interesting 
and, to me, most precious book, printed on alternate pagt.s in 
English and Arabic. It belonged to my father-in-law, in order 
that as he travelled in out of the way parts. of Morocco he might 
have a handy book out of which to read the Word. Twenty 
years afterwards I was in Algiers one day and saw a new shop 
open. I went in. and had a talk with the scribe-proprietOif. 
After a time aIllQither' man came in, a very dark man, who s.eerne<;l 
ext1r'eme1y inteJ1j,gent. I talked to him also. He told me in due 
C01urse that he had heard about the Gospel in his, own village 
many years ago, in the Southern part of Morocco, in the Atlas 
Mountains. He belonged to a tribe descended from the original 
inhabitants of the country. He told me that one day there came 
to his, village a very tall man, who read out of a book and toM 
him and his friends just what I was telling them now. And I 
knew that it was my father-in-law that he had seen, because he 
was the only one who had travelled in those parts. I invited this 
man to come to my house, which he did day after day; we used 
to talk together, and presently I had the joy of baptising him in 
the Mediterranean Sea. One day I said to him, "You told me 
that this man who once came to your village had a book. Woulq 
you know the book again?" "Yes," he said, "it was a strange 
book, on one side in our language, and on the other side the 
foreigner'S language." I showed him this book and watched his 
face as it brightened. "That is the very book," he said. That 
is just an illustration of the power that goes, with God's, Wo-rd. 

Let me tell you one other incident. Mr. Collinson, who is 
the Treasurer of the Algiers Mission Band, had been out travel­
ling with Mr. Theobald in Algeria, and they decided in 'a certain. 
market-place to begin the free distribution of the Scriptures. 
The people simply crowded around them. Under such circum­
stances I have often seen many of the distributed copies destroyed 
and torn up. But Mr. Theobald, on that occasion, said that he 
did not see a single copy destroyed; they were all kept. That is 
an illustration of the different spirit shown by the Moslem to 
Christian literature to-day. This being so, as Dr. Zwemer wrote 
me only to-day, let liS do all we can to flood the Moslem world 
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with these messages. Here you have an opportunity of helping 
in the work, although you cannot go to these foreign countries 
yourslelf, nor cal1J you tell what! relS,ults, may follow from your 
gifts. Suppose you give a shilling to the Nile Mission Press, and 
that shilling enables the Press to produce twelve booklets, those 
twelve booklets, although you do not know their destination, may 
go to Morocco, to Algeria, to Tunisia, to Egypt, or to Palestine, 
and there you do not know what influence they may have or what 
lives may be won through their influence. We can never assess 
the results of the circulation of the printed page. I beg of you 
to work on, to water the seed sown, and to believe that 1t will one 
day bear much fruit. 

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Brading has said so much to interest us 
and to deepen our interest in the work of this Society, that there 
is little need for me to add anything in closing this meeting. The 
beautiful incidents he has told us, with their local colouring, bring 
home to us the character of this work. It seems to me that, on 
this, day of annivelrsary, what we should do is to take stock and c 

to remember for what aim we are working in this Society and how 
we are working. We are rather apt tOI get accustDmed to 
hear and read annual reports, but it is good sometimes just to 
call to our remembr'ance the' part we oursdves bear in the 
wOlrk. 

I am speaking as one who, like most of you, has a deep 
interest in this work, and yet is himself unable to go abroad. I 
wondered what sOirt of a message I courd give to encourage you 
and myself. The pas,siage that came to' my mind was: "Evelry­
thing shall live whithersoever the river goeth." (See Ezekiel 
xlvii. 9). I thought to myself, "That seems to sum Ulp iill a 
very wonderfUlI way the work and scope of this Mission." 

First of all, the central thought in these words is the 
river. We always have our minds refreshed by the thought of 
that Nile river, which is the life-blood of Egypt. My mind went 
back to the first river of which we read in the Bible-" a river 
went out of Eden." I thought at once of that river of God's 
grace, which was flowing before sin came into the world. There­
fore grace is no after-thought with Him. What is the dynamic 
of this Society? It is the fact that we are seeking through the 
printed page to carry forth the grace of God. That great dynamic 
-the going forth of God's grace-started right away back in 
Eden. Look at the character of that dynamic? The river in 
Eden had four heads. One of them was Pishon, which means 
superabundance and overflowing; another was Jihon, meaning 
"bursting forth"; and a third HidikeI, "swiftness"; and the 
fourth, the Euphrates, meaning "fruitfulness." "Everything 
shall live whithersoever the river goeth." I think of that great 
river of God's grace all down the ages, and bursting its banks at 
Calvary. 

This dynamic is still oursl a,s we go' forth into the new year 
upon which we are entering. It is Sltill flowing like a glorioUls, flood, 
full of mercy and truth towards our race. It is, as it were, the 
outgoing energies of the redeeming personality of God, flowing 
'up against the: s:~n-sitained shores of human need. We ar'e working 
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with a dynamic which is omnipotent. That river of God's grace, 
flowing right back from Eden, is still flowing to-day, and whither­
SQiever it flQiwS there is life. It speaks tQi me of universal 
grace. 

The work we are enabled to do for God is surely world-wide. 
The sphere of our Society's work is world-wide. Its dynamic is 
God's grace, and its objective is that everything shall live. But 
I think of that river Pishon of Eden, of which it is said that it 
flowed along the land of Havilah, "where there is gold." I find 
Havilah means "s,an:dy," Qir "barren," and I think at Qince 
of thi!> country of Egypt, the Qitherwise barren. desert land, were it 
nlOt fQir the river that flQiws, through it bringing life. And I think IOf 
the river Qif God's grace flQiwing thrlOugh the barren, sterile slQlil 
of MlOhammedanism. God means us still to go flOrward, knowing 
that that same dynamic is working to-day and will work through 
this coming year. We are encouraged by the thought of this 
river that flowed through the sandy, barren land " where there is 
gold." The gold IOf that country was good. That just tells me 
that we are to go forward energised by the thought that from the 
midst of such unpromising, barren land there shall corne forth the 
precious metal of saved souls. 

Yes, but this great Mohammedan world is so large. The 
population amounts perhaps to two or three hundred million 
people. Still, it is the river of God's grace that is flowing, and 
everything lives whithersoever the river goes. What can this 
small Society dOl amidst sUlch a tremendous population? I remem­
ber an incidenlt which may illustrate the possiihility of small things. 
In Qine of the scientific in,stit:utes, in Melbourne a huge cylinder was 
slung from the ceiling, and attached tQi that steel cylinder was a 
cork on a piece of string. One day the people in the room saw a 
student come in and take the cork, which weighed about half an 
ounce, and begin to strike it against the big cylinder. Nothing 
happened so far as anyone could see, but at the end of 2S minutes 
that cylinder, from the repeated blows of the cork, began to 
move. 

\Vhen I am tempted to feel that small things are being done 
in comparison with the tremendous need, I think of the big 
cylinder, which represents the mighty inert mass of Moham­
medanism to-day. Now, after all these centuries, we see that 
from various causes it is beginning to move-political, social, 
commercial causes-in a way we have never seen before. We 
have the opportunity now as a Society of reaching this great mass 
of Islam as it has never before been reached, and we may believe 
and pray that this year is going to be a year such as we have 
never known. 

Weare told in Ecdesi,astes that all the rivers flow intQi the 
sea and they return whence they came. I suppose the meaning 
is, that out at sea the water is drawn upwards in the form of 
vapour and goes to make clouds, which, going back aver the land, 
descend as rain to the valleys. So it is with God's grace. The 
great river of God's grace has been flowing all down through the 
ages, and it ever returns to Him from Whom it flowed in the form 
of souls won for Him. God help us to do our part! 
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The accompanying diagram 
illustrates oui progress in the 
distribution of books and tracts, 
etc., and calls torth our" Laus 
Deo." 

Three typical years have 
been taken. The first, 1906-7, 
being the first complete year of 
working. The second, is ten 
years later 1916-17, shewing the 
increase in that one year: and 
the third, ten years later still, 
1926- 2 7. 

It is apparent at once that 
there is great cause for thanks­
giving that God has enabled 
us to scatter so much. The 
majority of the books were in 
Arabic, but a few in Persian, 
Engtish or French. . 

If the work is to continue to 
increase, as we trust it will, it 
is a call for yet more prayer 
both for the messages printed 
aud distributed, and for the 
additional staff required to cope 
with the work. There is also 
the further need of getting the 
work more widely known about 
at home, so that others may be 

1926-27 
484541 

helpers together with us. 146941 
We shall be glad to tell of 

the work more fully and to this 
end, hope you will write us at, 
The Nile Mission Press, 22, 

Culverden Park Road, Tun­
bridge Wells. 

17333 
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EVENING MEETING. 
At the evening meeting, held at Sian College, VictOiria 

Embankment, LandOln, E.G., OIn Thursday, April 19th, the chair 
was taken by MR. PERCY K. ALLEN, and the praceedings appro­
priately opened with the singing 'Of the hymn "Y e servants OIf 
God." 

The CHAIRMAN then heart.ily welcomed all present, and in the 
course of a shOirt addressl said: The City 'Of CairO', inl which the 
Nile Missinn Press has its headquarters" is the cenrtre of the Isbmic 
effort ta, scatter their own printed matter; from CairOi the Muslims 
alre sending out their literature wOlrld-wide. In 1905 the Ghu["ch 
Missionary Saciety started its weekly illustrated paper; in the same 
year the Egypt General MilssiOln, now the largest British Mistsion 
working in Egypt, decided 1'01 cammence publication wOlrk, and 
with that in view Mr'. GeOirge Swan went to' live near Cairo, while 
OIn the 3r'd May, 1905, the pf'emises of the Nile Miss,iOln Press 
were dedicated tal Gad. 

I have prepared a s,imple diagram which will bring hame 
to yau what Gad has danle for the Prests in a better way than 
any figUires" as mere figures, can, da. The year 19'06-7 was' the 
first camplete year in which the Nile Miss;ian Press, was, working. 
In that year there were distributed 17,333 books, OIr' trac:t:s. Ten 
years later, in 1916-17, there were distributed 146,941 books, 
tracts and OIther mattell" Then taking ten years later still, the 
year 1926-27, whia,t do YOlu see? A perfectly amazing increas,e. 
In that year: there wel-e d~s,~ributed no les,s than 484,541 books, 
leafletSl, etc., 'OlVer the MusJim field. During the four years 1923-27 
the Missian actually trebled its output, so that yau will realise 
that Gad is, us,ing thiS! little printing press" and through it the 
tidings of great jay are gOling out in an increasing s&eam. 

Since the 'Output haSi sa' vastly increased, how great:ly dOles it 
increase 'Our need fair prayer that this: number OIf bOOlks, may really 
accampIi'sh GOld's, purpiQI~e. How great is the need that: we should 
have more friends at home to' support this work by their effarts 
and interes1t, because it is very manifest that if this wOlrk is. ta 
grOlw in the manner in which it ha~ been, daing 'Our home cOlnstitu­
ency must be enlarged. If there are anry her'e: who can int,er'est 
friendS! in, OIther parts of the country we wOlUIld be gratefUil if they 
wauld slend a line tOi the OIffice. 

There is a, ve:fs,e iill St. Paul's, Letter ta the Corinthians, which 
I qUOIte as! it is inl \iVay's, tranlslatiOlnl: " A wide daOlr' fuB OIf 'Oppor­
tunities' fOil' wOifk has openled before me, and many are they who 
are trying to shut it int my face." That il~ just what Gad has, done. 
He hasl set before ulsi a wide daiQIr full 'Of OIpportUintities,. Oppor­
tLlIliity and oppasitianl sum up the wOlrk, yet in spite of appos,itian 
the work is prospering. Thus there is, a call fOir UiS t:a, pr'ay, for 
of all the agencies reaching the Muslim at pr'es,ent, Gad is, bless,ing 
that of the printed page more thanl anrything else. Thel dOlors 
are, indeed, apenl wide. 1111 Algeria, Gad is. givinrg to uS: oppor­
tunity such as, few MissiOln:s have ever' had set' before them, .1 

field which we wanlt to enter intol, and aillir limitations, a,r'e just 
whether the LOird is, pleased, throUigh His, servants" ta, entrust us 
with the means tOi possiess: the land. 
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Weare now tOi have the pleasure of lisfening to Mr. DO'uglas 
Porter, whO' has been a member of our Committee in Cai,rO'. 

MR. DOUGLAS D. PORTER: Mr. Allen and dear friends,-I 
have been trying to decide why I should have been asked tOI stand 
on this platfOlf'm and tell Y0ui something O'f the work to which the 
Cha~rman has just reterr'ed, and I find the answer in the 2nd 
Chapter of Habakkuk: "And the Lord am;,wered me and said: 
, \;Vrite the vision and make it plain upon: the tables" that he may 
run that readeth it.'" Since 1905 the Nile Mission Press, has, been 
writing the visiDn, and, strangely enough, s,ince 1905 I have been 
one of those who has had the immense privilege of s.eeking to 
make the vision plain. Yon know, in Egypt, mO'st people are 
illiterate, but there is. a very significant sight in every village cafe 
where the peO'ple IO'iter over their coffee. You will see many times 
a day a man sitting with a newspaper in his hand, and round him 
will be gathered, perhaps" half a do,zen o'r mO're fO'lk listening 
td' him as he reads. I think over 200 daily papers are published 
illi Egypt at the pres,ent time; they are cir'cuJating all O'ver the 
country, and those whO' cannot read are getting O'thers: who can 
to' read to them. That is the alliswer to tho'5e who. say, "What 
is the use of the Nile Miss,ion Pr'ess, in Egypt, where 90 per cent. 
of the people are illiterate?" You may not find that every man 
to whom YOUi hand a book can read, but you can be quite certain 
that he iSi glad enough to take the book and get it read to him. 

The Egyptians are nearly all ;\10hammedans, and a Moham­
medan is: one who denies the Deity of our Lord Jesus. Christ. He 
also denies, that our Lord J e~ms Christ was, ever crucified upon 
the Cro'5s for our redemptiO'n, so that every book that goes forth 
from the Nile Mission Press, cuts clean acms,s age-long prejudices 
in the minds of the people, and it is not an easy matter tOI put a 
boO'k into a man's, hands and be quite certain that he will either 
read it for himself or get somebody else to read it. My persO'nal 
view is that O'ne of the best thingSi to do, is to simply plaster the 
country with leaflets" and for many years. I have thanked God fOif 
the Nile MissiO'n: Press because they have made it pO'sls,ible for 
those whol are s,eeking tOI make the visiO'n plain tOI the people 
thus, to' cover the country. They have published th~rty-five 
or forty different kinds of Portionettes, most of which ar:e four­
page leaflets containing pas'sages O'f Scripture on certain subjects, 
and whenever any of UlS go a motor journey from Alexandria to 
Cairo we previoUisly spend a great deal of time in tying up in 
bundles, different kinds of Portionettes, which are thrown Qiut Qif 
the car as it paslSes through variDus villages,. You might say that 
is a wastefuJ method of tract distribution:; but, believe me, it is 
not waste. I have later' been through the villagesl, and, leaving my 
motor-bicycle outside a shop, Have gon.e inside and talked with 
the shQip-keeper, who has Slaid tQi me, "Were not you the man 
who passed thrQiugh twenty days ago and threw Qiut tracts? " 
"Yesl, did you get O[},el? " "Oh yes" here it is,." The man has 
bee'll reading the tract, and I am certain that nea.r1y everybody 
who has, cOime intQi hi,s, shop hals hear'd the message too. Thbse 
tracts are nOit wasted. Men will even get Qiff their bicycles Qir their 
camels, and pi:ck up tracts! thrown tD them. 

To give yoU! some idea Qif the tremendous number of Port:ion,. 
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ettes that have been distributed during the last three or fOlUr years, 
I will tell yO'U Df a jO'urney I took quite recently with O'ur doctolr, 
whO' was staying with me in Alexandria fO'r the summer hO'lidays. 
It was necesSiary fO'r him during the period to' visit the hospital, 
and I went with him. We to.o.k a big cargO' o.f Po.rtionet'tes" and 
took turn about in driving the machinle, SOl that: the passenger could 
distribute the copies,. We had to COlver, partly, the same road 
twice, but we took as wide a circuit as pOlS sible and threw O'ut 
4,000 of the Po.rtiOinettes. The distance fro.m Alexandria to. Cairo. 
is 147 miles, ailid you pass through a village. every mile o'r so. and 
in sight of many mo.re, but in only three, or perhaps fo.ur, out 0'£ 

all tho.se SODres, of villages do we know of any single witness, O'f 
the LOird Jesus Christ. There is the wide door of which Mr. Allen 
has spokeII right befOire us,. I do. not think I have ever taken the 
journey from Alexandria to. C'airo--and I have dOine it scores, Q1f 
times Q1n my mo.tor-bicycle-without the desperate feeling in my 
heart: Oh that witness'es might co.me out and help to. make the 
vision plain. 

Of course, we dOl not only distribute tracts, in that rough-ancl­
ready style. We Dften take a bundle with us, when we go O'ut in 
o.ur village visiting and into. the streets o.f Cairo. But it is nlo.t 
easy to. distribute tracts in that way. If you IO'iter in the streets 
and at the cOirners and give o.ut lea,ftets tOi the passers-by, they are 
likely tOI fall into. the wrong handSl, and you find yourself ill the 
centre of a perfect rahble. The POilice come along, and the COIn­

sequences are not always pleasant! My work has, largely been 
in the villages in Egypt, and market day affo,rds a splendid oppor­
tunity fOir preaching the Gospel if you go. tOI the market early; not 
into' the market itself, because that is thronged with ne'er-dOl-wells. 
It is best to. make yQlur way slo.wly to the market befO're people 
have begun to arrive ill great numbers, ailid then, when you have 
cOillected a party of wo.rkers, native and fo,reign, wo,rk o.ur from 
the market in variQluSi directions, taking aSI many tracts and book­
lets as yQlur pockets will hold. By the time you have been at that 
about one and a half hours you need a rest, and then you canl gOo 
sJo.wly back, meeting the people as they return from market. In 
that way yoU! are able tOi reach vast: numbers,. 

We can be like machines and dO' a daily routine of duty, but 
there will be no fire about it or drive and energy U!ntil we get a 
visionl of the crucified and risen SaviQlur Who laid dQlwn His, life 
and rOise againl that these might be saved. The sight of some 
of the village markets, is, enough to. move the hanlest: heart; peoplt' 
live and die, no.t nom·Christian, but definitely ant:i-Chrirstianl. Thank 
God for the Nile MislSlionl PreSlS', Po.uring out day after day in thou­
sands such leaflets. as, the PortiO'nerttes. 

You know, the MiSision dOles nOit only print tracts bUll: a great 
many books. I hiave OIften thanked God for some of those books. 
I think of one entitled "The Twice-BOr'll1 TUlf'k," and I daresay 
some of yOUi knO'w of the author, Sheikh Abdullah, a very learned 
Muslim, brought to Christ about the time of the war. He wrote 
his life-story, which was published by the Nile Missionl Press 
during the war, and is such an attack uponl the religion of Ishm 
that it has to. be put befOife ·MuslimSi with the greatest care. I 
remember the first time 1 used the book. 
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I opened a little readintg-room for students in Alexand6a abou.t 
three years ago., and a baly came in every day, who used tal argue 
with me and asked questians which had nOlt any answer, until I 
was really bOithered, and he wOllild set the other fellows against me. 
I did not knOlw what to do with him or how tOI win him fa[' Ghlrist. 
Time passed, and I got further and further into. deSiperatian" until 
at last I said tOi myself, "I will try the' Twice-Born, Turk' OIn 
this fellow." So one day I said, "Gabra, I have a book here, 
written by a man who knlOws. far mOire than either yau af' I do.. 
Would yau like to read it?" "Yes, I dOl not mind taking it hame 
and reading it." SOl I gave it him, and said, "Don't hurry with 
it; keep it as long as you like. " At the end af a week he brought 
the book back, and said, " I cannot understand halw anybody can 
remain a Muslim after reading that baok." I asked him what he 
meant, and he said, "It is impo.ss,ible tOi believe in ISilam after 
reading a book like that," and, do. yau know, instead of being 
sceptical and sCQlrnful and pOlliring aut ridicule upon all I had to. 
say, he just drank in the message. It wasl eas.y to make the vis ian 
plain in that case. Time went on, and he Uis.ed to came, sametimes 
faur times a week, to my little reading-room. I remember the 
last viSiit he paid me. He came to me, as usual, ani Friday after­
nOOln, and I began to' talk to him about p['ayer, and what a help 
Gad can be inl any time of trouble to thm,.e who, trust Him. He 
said, "Yes, I have had several answers to prayer," and he told 
me one or two quite surprising things. He had not said mUlCh 
about his awn personal faith in Christ, but he talked most inter­
estedly on the subject oif answers to prayer. Then, as; we were 
talking, the La,rd seemed to draw very near, and I sought tal point 
him straight away tOi Christ. vVe had prayer tagether, and I have 
very seldom felt the presence of the La,rd SOl clase and so' real as 
I did that afternaon. There Was just a s.Uispicio.n af moisture in 
the bo'y's eyes as we went away. On Manday, which was the nleiXt 
day fOil' attel1ldance at my reading-raom, he did nat CQime, and after 
I Had waited about three-quarters of ani haur ane of his school­
fellows came. I said, "Where iSI Gab-ra?" He said, "Have 
not YOlll heard?" "NQi; what has happened?" "Well, he was 
boarding a tram to gQi to school on Saturday afternoan, and, same­
ha·w or another, he slipped between the mOitor and the trailer, and 
the wheels went Dryer him. He was. taken tOi the hospital, and died 
in half an haur." Only the afternoon previaus.ly I had the jay af 
speaking to that boy of the Lord Jesus Chri>s:t, and I am certain 
that he must have apened his heart and received Him, and then 
the very l1Iext day the LOird taok him. Sal that: yau see there is 
some use in printing books.; there is, some Uise iUl taking the vision 
and writing it and makin.g it plain to those whOi a.re SOl hungry 
for it. 

Then may I say somethintg with regard tOi the wlportage. 
The Nile Mission Pres~ has a JQlint Colpo.rtage Committee, and 
s.everal of the Miss,iQlUls. help to' support coJporteursl. The Nile 
Missian Press writes, and publi:s.hes a great many books; it is not 
difficult to' dOl that, but it is difficult to get the books; circulated. 
The real prablem iUl all literary work iUl the missian field is getting 
the boaks intQi people's hands. Has. anybady here ever taken a 
pack of books. into the street and tried to sen them? It is a most 
difficult thing to do, and it is infin~t1eJy mOire difficult in Cairo or 
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Ale~andria or any Musl~m city, becaUise there yOlUI are trying to 
sell an: article the people do not wanlt. The colporteurs: are going 
up and down the country day after day and attempting this almost 
imposls,ible task. They are succeeding pretty well, I can assure 
you, but they need OIur prayers. 

YOIU! might ask, "Is. it good to try and sell a book to a 
manl who does not want it?" I would like to tell you of a man 
I know who iSi at present an evangelist in! the employ of the Ameri­
can Mission at LuxOIr, quite clOise to Tutank-amen's tomb. He 
came to see me in Luxor, and asked me to spend a day with him 
going round the villages. I accepted the invitation, and as we 
were goiln:g OIn oUir way He told me his. life-stOiry. He had been 
a student in: the great Ulniversity, and hisl father had hoped that 
one day he wOlu~d rise to be a judge ill' what are known as, the 
ecclesiastical courts. He "ecu.red minor appointment under the 
Ministry, and everything was going well; but Ollie day he ,was 
spending a holiday in his native town and a colporteur came along 
selling Christianl booksl. He offered thisl Azhari a Chris,tian 
book, aoo something inl the latter's heart moved him to bu~ it. 
He had not read very far befOire he found that it cut right across 
hig most cherished convictions. He got so angry that he tOire 
the book into fragments and threw it away. The next day he 
was s~tting in the same spot as befor'e, and who shouJd cOime by 
but the s:ame colporteur. He had noif:: s.1ept very well; the words 
he had read in the boOik seemed to stay with him, and so he fdt 
moved to buy another cop~. Three times he bought a copy of the 
bOOlk, and each tiime hel tOire it up. Still the Spirit OIf Godl cOlutinlU'ed 
to deal with him. Hi:s father saw that his mind was: greatly per­
tUirbed; he had spoken to h'im several times' with regard to Christi­
aJll:i,t~, and thel why and the wherefore of it, and the father was 
afraid he waS! getting too in~erested in: it. He therefo,re made 
Uip his mind to get his sO'nl married. A marrrage was af'ranged 
with a gilrl in the village. She had a somewhat peculi'ar hiJstory, 
having beenl brOlUlght up from infancy in: a coniVenrt, where she: Had 
lear'n'ed 1'01 lorve the Lord Jesus. She had asked the nunls to 
arrange fOil" her baptism; they demurred for a long time, but the 
girl was so persistent, and her faith in Chri:st sO' real, that at last 
she was baptised in secret. After th'e pair h'ad been married fo,r 
a little whae her husband discovered thajj the worn ani was a Chris­
tiaIli, and his wOIrds to me were: " I broke a hundred sticks acf'OSS 
her back, " and yet with all the vile ill-treatment, scornl and cruelty 
practised Oili thi,s poor gi'd, the mOire her likeness to the Lo'rd Jesu:s 
Chrrs,t grew. In the end, out OIf very shame, he said, "I have 
done my best to knock Christianity out of you, but I cannotl do it. 
Tell me what it all means." And that' woman had the jo~, 
although very ignorant, of leading her hus.band tOi the Lord. 
To cu,~ a long story shbrt, a fals,e charge was trumped up 
againlslt him when he confessled hi'sl faith; he lost his wOIrk 
at the Courts" and was slenrt to' a distant. and londy place. 
They couJd nOit dilsmrs.s. him from the s:ervice because it was only 
a first OIffence, and he had eight years OIf good service behind him. 
A seconJd time they trumped up a s,imilar charge, and .he was. dis­
missed. This poOir man and his! wife and s.everal childTen were 
cast out OIn the wo,rld. It was nOit long before the American 
m~sionarfels heard of him, and invited him to help them in their 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"BLESSED BE EGYPT. n 

work. always look back to the day spent with that man as one 
of the mOist happy and blessed days I ever spent in Egypt. The 
cOilporteurs who are seeking to sell the books of the Nile Missjon 
Press have a difficult task, but they can win through if we con­
stantly uphOild them by faith and prayer. We supporters of the 
Nile Mission Press, do we ever pray for the cOilporteurs? They 
have the hardest job of anybody. Pray for them. They need it. 

All the books' and tracts that are being distributed are by no 
meal1J'S lost. GOld can do something with them. I remember s,it­
ting on the deck of a house-boat a few years agOi talking to a 
young native evanlgelist in training for the work, who had been, 
till recently, the village plumber. I asked, " Ibrahim, how was it 
you first came tOi be a ChristiaIll?" He said he went intO' a shop and 
bought some food-stuff, and as he Ulndid the paper in which it was 
wrapped he noticed it was, a tract, which had been left by some 
missionary or evangelis.jj, and started reading it. That was the 
first step upon the ladder that was leading him from earth to 
Heaven. So even if tracts do get torn up, God can still use them 
to win souls to Hi'mself. 

So, dear friends, do pray in this day of OIpportunity in the 
Muslim wOIrld when thrOlugh impact with Western thooUg-ht and 
education the Muslim is becoming diss'atisfied with his. own 
religion and more ready tOi listen to the Gospel than ever before, 
do pray tnat tho'S,e of us who are God's witnes1ses to them may 
be filled with the Spirit, so that, like the Apostles of old, we may 
with great power bear witness, to' the resurrection of the LOird 
Jesus Christ. May I take you back to the words, to which I referred 
at the COimmencemenrt, ? Yon who suppmt the Nile Missionl Press 
are helping tOi write the vision, but it is nn use writing it until you 
have the vision yourself. We of the Nile Mission Press, the Egypt 
General Milss,ion and OIther Miss,ionls are seeking to make the vision 
plain. But what is the Ulse of seeking to make a vision plain that 
is not plaini tOi ourselves? The more I think of it, the more I am 
convinced that, however humble the part we take in the work of 
carrying the Gospel to the ends of the earth, it is, our duty to get 
tHat vision clear. 

Think of that wonderful first Easter week. When our Lord was 
stanidinlg in the early morn,ing at the seaside and His first disciples 
were grouped round Him, what did they see? They saw the Man, 
His face more marred than any man's. They must have seen, 
I think, the marks of the thoms on His forehead, and I am certain 
He must have shown them Hi'S hands and Hi'S feet. And Jesus 
said tOo Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me?" 
" Feed My sheep," other sheep I have~other sheep. Peter did 
not knOow what Jesus meant, but he knew a little later, on the 
Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost came upon them. "Y e. 
shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and 
ye shall be My witnesses." It is the Holy GhOoSt Who makes 
Jesus a living reality to us. That is the vision. Oh, may God 
enable everyone of us to, see~ the vision, to keep it for ourselves, 
and write it and make it plain to the multitudes who are dying for 
the want of it. 

MR. JOHN L. OLIVER (Secretary), in reporting on the work of 
the past year, said he supposed it had been, so far as winning lives 
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of Musli"ms into the Kingdom of Grace was concerned, the best 
that the Mils,s,ion had ever had. The longer he was connected with 
the Nile Mission Press, the more he was convinced that God was 
doing work far exceeding anything those concerned with the work 
could ask or expect. Giving instances illustrative of the type of 
people who used the bookshops, Mr. Oliver said n:ot long silllCe 
there came in:to. the bookshop in Cairo the local leader of the 
Egyptian: "Brethren:," who, going through the list of books" 
saw one by Adolph Saphir, entitled" Divine Unity of Ho.ly Scrip­
ture." He was going to visit the stations o.f the" Brethren" in 
Upper Egypt and wanted a packet of 200 of those books. On 
being given a liberal discount, he immediately used it in the pur­
chase of other tracts to give away. 

Again, in September last, Mr. Upson had found in the book­
shop a venerable old gen:tleman of about eighty years of age turning 
over the books one after the other. That venerable old man had 
proved to be one of the oldest, most scholarly, and probably most 
respected of the Jesuits of the Near East. He had been SOl taken 
with the books tnat he came again the next day and bought a 
further pound's worth of the Nile Mission Press publications. In 
three months, that old man was in eternity. vVhat had God done 
with that man andhisl books in three months? He could not think 
he had been sent into the bookshop for nothing. 

The Metropolitan of Mosul, the head of the Syriac Church, 
had visited the shop a short while ago. He had attended some 
special gathering at Jerusalem, and reso,lved to' go on to Cairo 
and visit the Nile Mission Press, as he had heard of it and its work 
from friends in Iraq. He went all over the works and shook hands 
with practically everybody and left, having purrchased about two 
pounds' wo,rth of books. He so valued those books, that when 
up in the Jerusalem on the way home he made it his business to' 
get into touch with another of the Eastern Bishops there. 

Mr. Upson had recently been surprised to. r'eceive a call from 
several students at one of the Muslim Training Col1eges for govern­
ment teachers of Arabic, everyone of whom wanted' a copy of the 
Book of Genesis. And whv? Because it was. now a " set book" 
for them to study. What" did that mean for those student's:? 

Mr. Oliver then dealt with another aspect' of the work of the 
Mission which had entailed continual effort during the past ten 
years on the part of Mr. Upson and two or three Qif his helpersl, 
who went into the very worst streets of Cairo every Thursday 
night, distributing no less than 1,000 Purity Movement leaflets, 
Portionettes and tracts in the streets. Hundreds of thousands of 
men had been practically, personally, dealt with during those ten 
years. Was all that effort going tQi be wasted"? Oh nOl; God had 
been working, and there were instances of men who had been 
blessed thrQiUlgh the labours of Mr. Upson and his helpers. 

Some of the Mission's books had recently been sent to Iraq, 
and three men wrote tQi say they had been itinerating in the manner 
described by Mr. PQirter. They said they had been practicaHy 
mQibbed for the Gospels which they had, and on a second visit gave 
out 2,500 booklet's as well as s,elling over 40 Gospels. 

With regard to the difficulties of colportage work, the 
N ablus colporteur recently had a difficult time, and his books 
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burned In the market. That had made him a timid man, 
but he still cOlIlti'nued with his. work. As he went out OIf a certain 
viUage OIne day, a Muslim fOlllOlwed him and said, "Are YOlu the 
man who is misleading the Muslims?" The colporteur said, " I 
am nOit misleading the Muslims; I am trying to s,ave them and 
win them to Christ." Then the Muslim tOlld the colpOlrteur, when 
he was last that way, two men had fOillowed him with the object 
of fearing hisl books. up, stealing his donkey, and killing him; but, 
all unknown to' him, they were withheld by some power they did 
nOlt understanid, and fled. 

An instlance from Algeria. Two days befOlre Ramadan, Mr. 
TheOibald, who had been watching orver the Nj,Je Mis~sion Press dis­
tributiOln there, saw twOl bOlys smoking and handed them, after a 
short cOinversation, an imitation Mosque sermOln, OIn the questiOln 
OIf fasting. They took it into College and shoiWed it to' another bOlY, 
whOi was SOl int:ensely interested that he rushed out~ to' find the man 
whO' had the books. He had gone. But OIn his return, after many 
months, there was the bOly still waitine; for more kl]()iwlede;e of 
Jesus Christ and someone who could break the power of sin in his 
life. EventUlaJly God led that! boy right intO' the light of Jesus 
Ch'rist, and he had been a colporteur wOIrking for the Nile Mission 
Press in Algeria dUiring the past year. GOld had now cailled him 
to lay dOlwn: that wOlrk, anld he was to be trainled' as a nat:iVe pastor 
to his OWlll peOlple. 

Right away dOlwn in SOIuth Morocco, where Mr. Upson had 
recently been, both he and the Algiers MissiOln Band had seen a 
new vision, and they were thanking God for the wonderful oppor­
tunities in the oases of the Sahara. If the Mission' was to send 
out new missionaries it must have an enlarged income. It was 
difficult for an interdenominational Mission to' get opportunities 
to tell of its work, but it was essential that the knowledge of the 
Mission should be spread in various parts of the home country, 
and he urged those going for holidays to various parts of the 
country to do their best to make it known and get others 
interested in it. 

In cOinciusion, Mr. Oliver reminded his listeners of the parable 
of the ten pounds as related in the 19th chapter of the Gospel 
of St. Luke. The Mission met with those eager and willing 
to' be read to OIr to' read fOlr themselves" and wherever its literatUire 
wen1: God invari1ably blesls,ed it in a way far exceeding' expecta­
tions. How were tliOls,e cOincerned tOi occUipy till He came? In two 
ways. Firstly, with s.ervice, with witnesls. Did they really believe 
that God was so using the Miss,ion as tOi bring hOinOlur and glOiry 
to' His name? Were tliey telling oHler people OIf th'e wonders, that 
GOld waS wOlrking in th1e fOireign fieId? There must' be' fOir this 
witness the s,ame pOIwer that the dis:ciples had for their witneSls; 
the pOlwer of the Holy Ghost coming upoln them. And fOlr the 
second, there were conditions Df prayer which, if they were kept, 
God was willing to do wonders. He was. willing to do the same 
for the N.M.P. if thev would only fulfil the conditions. Granted 
that their life was riiht, God would be willing to do anything to 
help them to guide others to Him. 

After prayer, tlie Chairman proIliOlUll1ced the BenedictiOin and 
the proceedings terminated. 
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13th Annual Report of the Joint Colportage Committee to 
31st December. 1927. 

"

REACHERS are not always men, nor even human 
beings, but God's preachers are always sent. We 
are seeking ta send oult books as pread~'fs of the 
Go<speJ of J eSius Christ to those whose n~~,d of Him 
is: as great as their lack of readiness to. Ji'sten to the 

. spoken words of His messengers. However much 
the human preacher needs. to be sent, the printed preacher much 
more so'. Many agencies co-operate in helping to' place the 
message in the people's, hands, but the original sendelr is, God. 

\Vhile deeply grateful to mislsionaries and others, who helped 
us so greatly in distributing the Word of Life, much of our work 
would remain undone were it nlOt for the faithful and untir~ng 
s,ervice of our colportJeulr's" who oot onJy offer their gooi'ls. to those 
whO' dOl not deslire them, but UI"e strong powers of persuas,ion to 
show how necessary is a knowledge of the contents of their books. 

""e are under a great debt to' these Nile Valley calporteurs 
and to those missianaries whose oversight is such an encO'urage­
ment and support to' them. 

Our colportage staff fO'r 1927 was constitut:ed thuS!:-
Name of Colporteur. 

Bnlos Malati 
Yaqub Abd-el-Masih 
Gams Luza.,) 
Mattyas Girgis 
YUtiuf Simaan 
Claudius Gabriel 
Ibrahim Abd-el-Masih 
Yassa Ishaq 
Nessim Yusuf 

Located. 
Sudan, Luxor, etc. 
As.iut •.. 
Minia •.. 
Beni Suef 
Fayum, Wasta 
Zagazig 
Benha ... 
Alexandria 
Cairo ..• 

Local Supt. 
Rev. W. D. Gillespie 

" Dr. N. McClanhan 
" W. H. Reed 
" E. E. GriCe 
" D. Galloway 
" H. A. McGeoch 
" R. W. W~lk;er 
" M. S. Roy 

Ibrahim Effendi ;J3utros 

It will be seen that twO' of our colporteurs have left us. Matta 
Theophilus and Simaan Abd-el]-Nur. The place af the fO'rmer was 
taken by Shukrallah Gabrial, whO' is posted il] Surhag, and i,s' super­
vised by Rev. Tewfik Gayid, that of the latter by Nesslm Yusuf. 

The reports of the colporteurs, extracts from which are sub­
joined, give some small idea of the difficulties and opportunities 
of this work. But to obtain a right perspective: we must set thes.e 
incidents in a background of pers,istent, monOotonous and often 
discouraging effOirt. As an example of hOow the colpOirteur sets 
about his work, the fOillowing accounts may give the qackground 
in which later we can set the interesting incidents from the colpor­
teurs' accoUJnts. 

The days in the week are assigned by the bus.il]ess"like colpor­
teur to different di.stricts. This particuJar day was devoted to the 
Customs. On the way thither ani office was visited, in which a 
Christian acquaintance was employed. He made a purchase, but 
was,'1\ot able to persuade an~ of his, fellow-employees. to! bu.y. o.n 
the tram a MOlSlem passenger became interested and bought a book. 
MeanwhiLe the conductor, who had examined several of the larger 
books, bought a couple. At the termi,uus, he introduced another 
official, a Moslem, who alsOi bought one. The Gus.lXlms, we're 
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entered, and books were offered to several O'f those sitting in cafes 
or lounging about. Some could not read, some ignored the col­
porteur; some, after looking at the books, offered a qUiarter of 
their value, but n,o ~;ales. succeeded. However an office proved mOire 
promising, where an employee bought several. This man intro­
duced us to' another ofliee, where several showed interest in the 
bODks, but none were willing to buy. A MOislem porter who was 
offered a copy of " The Atonement" was at length persuaded to 
buy it-" as a souvenir "-(he said). But he was nO't left without 
being strongly urged to' read it. 

Several others· were OIffered books. Some displayed interest, 
but an unwillingness. t0' part with their money, others! onJy annoy­
ance at being troubled, others enthusiasm until they found that 
only religious books were being offered, when their enthusiasm 
quickly evaporated, and others a zealous opposition on behalf of 
Islam to ChristiallJ books. Further sales were effected on the way 
back. 

BULOS 1hLATI, the Luxor colpo·rteur, asked us for a hundred 
copies of " The Fact of Christ," and said that this book has. been 
fixed upon as a text-book in the Evangelical Schools of GellJa. 

\Ve have heard that GARAS LuzA, the Minia colporteur, met 
a Mos.1em Umda and showed him the books. The Umda asked 
him for a Bible, but he had not one. So instead of it he took" The 
Sweet Story of J esu.s., " one of our publications. 

IBRAHIM ABDU'L MEslH, the Benha cOilporteur, sent to us ask­
ing for fifty cOIpies. of the tract, " Return. to the Old Qibla," about 
which the Siyasa wrote when it attacked Dr. Zwemer fo·r entering 
the Azhar, because the people are eager to inspect it. He alsO' 
wrote to us saying that many MOislems are disputing with him and 
trying to puJI his arguments to pieces.. 

AccolrdillJg tOi the opinion of this. colporteur', in these days 
Islam is dying and wanting tOi scratch like a cat that is beling killed 
0:" a woman in travail, etc. vVe can say with the prophet 
Habbakuk, " Revive Thy wOlrk in the midst of years." 

There has reached us from YASSA ISHAQ, the Alexandria col­
porteur, a report of how he entered a prO'vince and soJd books 
III the city of DamanhoUir. He showed a book, "Discuss.ions on 
Islam," to. a Mos,1em clerk, whu, when he examined it, became 
very angry, and asked, " vVhat right have you to distribute books 
against our religiO'nl? \Ve must report this to the Mudirate and 
Parliament. " But Yassa spoke to. him cO'urteous.ly, and the book 
was nKYt refu~ed. 

We give a summary of one OIf the reports Oof CLAUDIUS GABRIAL, 
in which he tells how, when he was selling books in: the streets 
of Po,rt Said, a Moslem met him and asked fo·r a book, " Discus­
s.ions between :\lOoslems. an.d Christians," so he handed him the 
" Apology of Al Kindy" and" Sweet First Fmits." The MO'slem 
answered, "This is nKYt what I want, but a big bO'ok, at the end 
of which is ani appendix. SO' ClaudiuS! gave him" Essay OIn Islam." 
Then the Moslem asked for a Bible, and the cOolporteur sold him 
one, which he promis,ed to read. He also took him to Church the 
next evening, and the man was· very pleased. 
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lVIATTYAS GIRGIS, the colporteur at Beni Mazar, reports. as fol­
luws :-" \Vhile I was travelling in the train one day I sat n~t 
to a Moslem and showed him the books, and at this juncture 
another person came. He was, a railway policeman, and began to 
discuss with me, saying that the Gospel was corrupted. I answered 
him in a spirit of love and peace and quoted to him some verses 
from the Qo·ran and Bible. Then he was convinced and bought 
some books" and the passengers who were near us said, "Good 
gracious., the Christians are right to be zealous in pro'pagating 
their Teligio'n fmm our buoks and from their books,." 

These reports give some idea of how ready the co,lporteur 
must be not only to give a reason for the faith that is in him, but 
to do so in a spirit of love, returning good for evil. They alslO 
give an indication of the lines along which Moslem thought is 
running just now, curios,ity about Christianity mingled with a 
rebellious spirit against the authority of its message. How neces­
sary it is that means. should be put into their hands whereby, 
undistracted by the presence of anyone seeking- their con,version, 
in quietness they may be brought face to face with God's message. 

The sales. of the colporteurs, showed a welcome increase on 
those of previoUis years., though the number of portions sold was 
not so great. The actual figUires are :-

Name. 1925. 1926. 1927. 
Bulos 7564, £E 95 8045, £E 109 7030, £E 191 
Matta 20U;, £E 40 2448, £E 38 300, £E 3 
Yaqub 2822, £E 64 2920, £E :,8 2860, £E 74 
Garas 2563, £E 4:~ 2768, "E 38 3299, £E 53 
Mattyias 2i91, £E 49 2096, £E 42 2451, £E 50 
Yusuf 2964, £E 43 5U06, £E H 3431, £E iiI 
Ibrahim 2337, £1:: 33 2047, £E 32 4004, £E 57 
Samaan 3646, £E 41 3310, £E 36 111,£E 4 
Claudius 3211;, £E 4S 3272, £E 45 il70S, £E 53 
Nessim (S Months) 1161, £E 30 
Yassa (S Months) 1744, £E 27 (II 11th".) 27!Jli, £E 62 
Students 116, £~~ 13 
Conference BelJj Bnef 203, £E 5 
Markets £E 

Totals ... 33o-i7. £E+S6 33775, £E 485 31414, £E 634 

The market work, which was only begun towards the end of 
the year, is a new way of putting the books. into the hands of 
people who' would not otherwise meet with them. This has been 
made poss,ible by the gift of a car, which takes members of our 
office staff out to the markets around Cairo. It is. hoped that this 
work may be largely extended in the near future, as. the oppOor­
tunities are very promising. The greater proportion of the sales 
are amongst Mos,lems.. Many of thOose we meet in markets come 
from villages which otherwise would nOot meet with our books. 
Frequent oppOortunities of talking to interes,ted groups, are given 
to those taking part in this. form Oof distributioUi. 

The distribution on Thurs,day evenings undertaken by the 
"Faithful Fou.r" hag been regularly carried on. A thousand 
tracts have bee11l given m\"ay each \veek in the bad streets of the 
city. 

- No repOort could be complete which made nOl mention of that 
without which all our effo,rts would be quite useies<;,. How many 
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people in England should we expect to buy religious books, if we 
except thos.e who are linked with any religiO'us body? Does. it not 
seem imposs,ible to' propagate the Gospel in this way? It dOles, 
and let us thank God that it i5J humanly impossible, "fQlr the 
things that are imposs,ible with men are pos,sible with God." In 
our market work we have proved that as we have prayed, sO' we 
have sold. Booksdling- may seem a prQlsaic way Q1f spreading 
the Gospel, but it has prQlved nfme the less effective. If this work 
is to reach out so ag to' include all in this land for whnm Christ 
died, and fo,r whom He is seeking, we need to pray the books inrto 
the houses of the people, and then to pray the message of the 
books into their lives. 

J. R. M. 

+ 
pros,,~ctlng In tbt ~abara. 

E Q1ften hear of missiions to the Sudan, whether west 
or east, but seldom of missiQlns tQl the Sahara. \Vhy 
is thiSi? It is probably due to' the popular conception 
Q1f the great Sahara desert as a land of sand dunes. 
True, large areas nf dunes are to' be found in many 
parts, but a great deal of the Sahara cons,ists of hard, 

rocky, stnny plateaux, which can be levelled for carriage tracks. 
There are also mountains and hills of conlsiderable elevatiQln. 
Scattered about in various places, until recently unexplored, are 
hundreds of oases. These oases containl thoUisands, of people, 
possessors of immortal so,uls, and, remarkable to' rdate, their 
standard of literacy is much higher than that of the northern 
districts. 

The Algiers Mis.sion Band has always had a deep concern fQlr 
thes,e people of the south lands, therefme Miss Trotter has rejQliced 
this winter that there could be expeditions. in three different direc­
tions. Others have told of their "tour'nees" to the Oued Souf 
and to the Beni M'zab; it was the writer's great privilege to jQlin 
Mr. A. E. Theobald to travel in a district neither of us had seen 
before, the very fertile Figuig Oasis at the extreme south-east of 
lYforoe'en, last' visited four years agO' by Miss Ridley and Miss 
Butler. 

Ol~r Objectil'es. First, the writer wis.hed to visit the Nile 
Mis1sion Pres,Sl co,lporteur at Relizane, and to' see fO'r himself how 
the Nile Miss,ion Press books, are received. 

SecO'ndly, to Q1btain infO'rmation as, to possible tracks (called 
by the French "pistes") by which a worker with an ordinary 
car could itinerate with the message, an.d to ascertain the dis­
tances, stopping-places!, supplies of petrO'I, etc. 

Thi,rdly, to' carry books for distribution in the oasis" some to 
be given away, others for sale. 

The Start. Leaving Algi:ers the 8th of March, we drove to 
Orleans,ville, visiting Miliana en route. The next day, after call­
ing at Reiizane to' see Miss Ridley and alsO' Salvado'r Mmllios, we 
climbed the rough mountainous, road to Mascara, where we left 
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the car at a garage and took a train for Tizi. This route was 
forced upon us by the winter floods, but the time was not wasted, 
for we got into' conwersation with two native soldiers at Tizi, and 
found that one of them had s,een service in the Druze Mountains in 
Syria. They listened attentively while A. E. T. read aloud a whole 
tract to them. 

The next morning- we arrived at Ain Sefra, the chief French 
military station for this region, where we spent the week-end. It 
is an attractive spot, at an elevation of about 3,400 feet, with moun­
tains of five nr six thousand feet on three sides. of it. Some books 
were s'nld here and many tracts given away. It was, the wo.rst 
month of the year, being the fast month of Ramadhan, when 
?-.Inslem religinusness is. at its height; still it interested me to' see 
how well our tr'acts were received, particularly, "Are we in the 
Last Days? " and " Are we Believers? " both especially written 
fnr the south land. 

In South-East kloyocco. On Monday we took another four 
hours' journey, crosSlinK the KSQour mountains" a part of the long 
Atlas range. V/e found accommodatiQon at Beni Ounif, and from 
there, carrying a heavy pack of bQooks, we walked toward the 
Figuig oases. At Qone place a Rovernment official bought four of 
our books. One 00'£ them was' " The Lily of the Desert," which he 
hOoped would help some of his native attendants who were addicted 
to ked smQoking. 

A DOj;cart in the Desert. One day a negro acco1sted us and 
Qoffered to' drive us to' Figuig proper in a karrusa (cart). We agreed 
Qon the terms, and behold it was a dogcart; the track was quite 
gQood enoUigh fnr it. 

Figuig Oasis is a pretty spot, at an elevation of 2,500 feet, 
\"ith mQountains all round it like the rim nf a basin. T t contains 
nearly three hundred thousand Dalm trees, forming what is called 
in the phOitograph " The Sea of Palms." 

\Ye visited two or three of the villages, and though the market 
was not so larg-e a~ we had been led tOo expect, yet the reception 
elsewHere "'<IS gnnd; twn Moslems bOlllght almo~.t a scnre nf books 
between them. The Jews, ton, were quite readv to' purchase, 
their principal choice being" The Life of Joseph," in French and 
Arabic, illustrated by Coppinrg pictures. 

Altngether Figuig Oasis. appealed to' us very strongly, but 
the nutstanding- impression of nul" journey was rather 

The L1Lre of tile Desert. Regionl~ beyond always appeal to 
nne's imagination, and the GosVel i~ now being- taken to. the very 
heart of mnst of the neglected lands, then why not to' the Sahara? 
A. E. T. and I walked about three miles tOo the ~nurt:h across the 
desert and obtained some useful infnrmatinn, but, in additinn, we 
seemed to be led nf God tOo meet just the right people to' help us. 
For example, a French engineer, frnm his, nwn technical knO'w­
ledge, assured UlS, that, to reach Figuig fmm the north, expensive 
cars, specially cons.tructed for the s,and, were not needed. The 
road was clearly defined, and though r01..11gh and stnnv it was 
practicable fOor ordinary four-wheeled automobiles.. He also 
advised us where petrOoI cOould be stored 001' purchased. Then again 
a friendly chauffeur s.upp~ied l1S with a list nf advisable stopping-

electronic file created by cafis.org



({ BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

places on the southern route. The consensus of opinion seems to 
be that, provided you curve from west to south instead of going 
due south, an ordinary car of fifteen horse-power is quite sufficient 
for the missionary conquest of much of the Sahara. 

The Sahara is Arabic-speaking, whereas for the French Sudan 
and Northern Nigeria one would be forced to use the Hausa lan­
guage. Now the Nile Mission Press books are not only in Arabic, 
but in literary Arabic, which is exactly what appeals to' the people 
of the Sahara oases. Among these people there are many stu­
dents attending Zaouias. One such, twelve days' camel journey 
south of Figuig, was described to' us as h:;lving at timeS! as mal1lY 
as eight hUindred students enrolled. 

The fact that the Nile Mission Press books come from Cairo, 
which is respected as the brain of the Moslem world, is another 
important point in their favour. They only need to be known. 
And what shall we s,ay of ;\1iss Trotter's "Sevenfold Secret?" 
Should not that go to the desert, the home of the oriental mystic? 

Some Incidents. Space forbids details of the journey back 
01" our visit to Relizane, where Mr. Collinson joined us, but one 
or two incidents stand out in our recollection. 

At Ain Sefra, after our evening distribution, we heard some 
men coming part-way Ulp the stairs Qfthe inn. It was merely 
some Moors, who wished to utilise the hanging lamp to read our 
tracts,. It was very rare to see ol1le tOlrn up. 

But perhaps the most remarkable of all was the discovery 
of two l\1oslems fr'o'll afar, one of whom was a Tunisian ar)Jd the 
other an Egyptian. In fact the latter"S home is in the same q'uarter 
of Cairo' as the Nile Mis1s,jon Press. These hvnmen not onlv 
received tracts and listened tn our message, but inside OUf roori1 
at the inn they stood at attention, with heads uncovered, whilst 
prayer was offered fnr them. 

Ou,r Expectation. The South lands for the .'\faster! The 
Sahara for Christ! This, involves no new society, nO' fresh organi­
sation, for the happy co-operation of the AlgierS! Mis~,ion Band 
and the. Nile Mission Press and many faithful prayer helpers, 
makes it ani approaching pOissibility. 

Our spi'ritual needs are as great as ever, for with the open 
dOlor there are many adversaries. On the practical s,ide', our 
necessities for the near future seem to point to an increase of staff, 
particularly strong men, prepared for hardship and difficulty, 
sufficient supplies to undertake in the winter or early spring long 
and londy journeys to' the unreached places of the extreme SQuth, 
and another and stronger car. 

God says, " I will make a way in the desert," but Christian 
friend, will yO'll help Him to make it? 

A.T. U. 

(The above appea.rs simultaneously in the magazine of Algiers 
Mission Band-" A Thirsty Land "-for July.) 

+ 

electronic file created by cafis.org



"HI_ESSED HE EGYPT." 

W. TEMPLE GAIRDNER 
Canon in Holy Orders 

Born April, 1873 
Died 2~nd May, 1 !J2K 

93 

Such was the inscription on the coffin-plate of the most 
brilliantly-gifted man whO' has. yet appeared un the Near East 
mis6ion field. VVhether discnss,ing Islamics" Mysticism, Mus,i~:, 
Philosophy, Arabic o'r Hellenistic Greek, he shone in all. 

Andrew VVatson, George Swan and Temple Gairdner were 
the first three members, of ollir Publication Committee; Gairdner 
served fo.r about eighteen years, and Swan is still with us. 

\'Vhilst recovering from hisi first illness (ChristmaS! to January) 
he wrote me a six-sheet letter covering a highly important pro­
posal, asking me to. share in a new Arabic translatio.n of the New 
Testament. (I was far too full up to' join him in this.) In the 
cours.e of his argument he emphasized the need to' get to' wnrk at 
once, for he felt his age of fifty-five, and more than once repeated 
" To-day "-dn it Now. "It is simply gambling- with one's 
remaining allotted span of years to shelve this question no.w from 
year to year. " 

Finally he c1nsed thus :-

" Ever vours-as from 
the point! 'No gambling~! 
s.alvation . . ." 

1899 until ... ? ah! that's exactly 
, X IlW' is emphatically the day t{f 

May God bless his wife and children, and the Bishop, too, 
",ho is deprived of his. A.rabic right hand. 

MY WAY-HIS WAY. 

" Ij He had let nUl t"lce the pleaS(!)lt I/"(1Y8 

TVhereto my steps were bent, 
The path where birds sing in the boughs all day, 

Shaded and well content. 
I had not fonl1d beyond the leagnes of sand 

Toilworn, the llwlmtain crest 
From 1I'hich mine e!les look over to that land 

Wherein sha II be my rest. 

If He had let 11Ie slumber as I craved, 
. Pillowed in grasses deep 
Reside the stream whose 11tur1lt1lring tvale1's laved 

The silver coasts of sleep. 
I had not heanl His jootsteps drawing nigh 

ACTOSS the lonely place: 

A. T. U. 

UnknD1cn, 7.nloved, they would ltm'c passed me by, 
Nor I have seen His face." 

-(Quoted in "Record of Christian 
Work," March, 1917). 
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DUDS DottS. 

I 
HE Arabic Branch of the Cairo Y.M.C.A. had its annual 

supper recently. One of the secretaries told samething 
af their statistics now at the end of five years. 
Members, 720; Religians, 9; Nationalities" 21. Lately 
a branch far boys has been begun, and in the autumn 
it is expected to' open an Arabic Br'anch in Alexandria. 

\Vhen Dr. and Mrs'. J O'hn R. Mott were in Cairo she was, nOot 
well, and their time was spent quietIy near the Pyramids'. The 
Central Y.M.G.A. arranged a banquet for men to' meet Dr. Matt. 
I was tnld that his message for Christ was very fine. "He alone 
can renew the SOUIl and the warld." 

Dr. Robert E. Speer made his first visit to Cairo an his way 
to' the Jerusalem meeting. He spent a busy t\vO' days seeing the 
sights and the Mission work in Cairo. The School of Oriental 
Studies asked him to' give an addresoS in the auditorium of the 
American University. Mr. Elder taok the chair, and Dr. Charles 
R. \Vatson introduced the speaker. Needless to' say, he gave 
a fine addr!esis,. The next day Dr. Speer came to the Mission 
House, where the pupils in the two schools were gathered to' hear 
him. He said he had came to see the building, then spoke of the 
spiritual t!emple of whom Christ is, the co.rner-stone. He then 
visited the CO'llege for Girls and the Seminary. 

On. ThUirsiday evening Professor Ahmed Shah, of Lucknow 
Universitv, spoke here, and later at the School of Oriental Studies. 
Someane - asked him if he were talking to Mahammedans if he 
wauld begin by exalting GOod. He said, " No., they need Christ. 
They do not have Him." 

Two Knreal1l Christian delegates, gat to see some of our wark. 
ViSlitors have came from Australia, New Zealand, Java, etc. A 
Christian EndeavO'ur Secretary fram SO'uth Africa spoke to' our 
Christian Endeavaur Saciety on Sabbath afternoon. 

There was a day's, meeting of the Inter-Mi'ssio.n: CO'uncil at 
Zeitoun on March 20th, when Dr. Zwemer gave an interesting 
address on his vis,it (with Mrs. Zwemer) to India during the past 
five months, where they had many conferences with missianaries 
and Mohammedans. The afternoon programme was a review of 
Dr. Oldham's paper for the Jerusalem meeting. Quite a number 
of people present were from the different Missions working in 
Egypt, with several of our Egyptian min,isters, and Egyptians 
working with other Missions. 

Dr. L. M. Henry and Mr. Kamel Mansour (a converted 
Mahammedan) were ordained elders at the Orphanage last week, 
along with two deacons. On the following Sabbath, before the 
Communion Service, fifteen persons were received into the mem­
bership af the Church there. This makes, the ninth arganized 
Chur'ch in Cairo. 
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COpp Of an lIccoulir s~nr ro D.lI.m. bp mr. mll~s. 
"Thursday morning, 12th April, 1928. 

Y young friend, Si T-' --, the native convert at 
present living with us, and myself left the house 
early this morning, mounted on! our bicycles, and 
both well loaded with tracts and Gospels.. I had 
suggested to Si T--- that we should work along 
the Tunis Road, and whilst taking every oppDr-

tunity of telling forth the Gospel, to make a special effort to dis­
tribute as many tracts and booklets. as possible. The idea we had 
was tD just copy one of the methods of our friends in Egypt, viz., 
to scatter the written page and to carry the good news to all we 
should meet and see. An evening or t\\,D back I had been helping 
Si T--, by way Df translation here and there, to understand 
well several pages of the last number of "Blessed be: Egypt," 
and the reading of the accounts of how they took the good news, 
and how they made haste in telling out the good news had cer­
tainly stimulated and encouraged' us. All through the work of 
the morning we felt the Lord very much with us. Every open 
house, every cafe, every ShDP and every open door into, a small 
farmyard or Dlive press we entered, and we were mnre than once 
surprised to see how readily the men accepted the literature we 
offered. Those met walking dDwn the road towards. Sfax, and 
ali those mounted on their donkeys. we beckoned to stop a brief 
moment and take with them some tract or a collection of all we 
had if they said they had others at home who could read. In 
several ca~es we were able to tell of God's love and free salvation 
to these road travellers, and with one exception of a rather fierce­
looking' green-turban' man, who began raving about eight doors 
into heaven, and all the usual stories about .\Iohammed, all the 
rest listened and continued their way reading the tracts despite 
the jDlting up and down of thDse on d~nkeys. One big motnr bus, 
crammed full of natives, had stopped by the wayside through slight 
tyre trouble, and into this I had just time to throw about twenty 
tracts, shouting out to them to take one each. This was my first 
real cxperience of do.ing this kind of \york alongside an Arab con­
vert, and to hear him preach the good news to groups of card­
plavers in the cafes, etc., cheered ailid helped me a great deal. In 
all -we had about six of these quarter-o,f-an-hour cafe and shop 
meetings, and in everyone no sing-Ie voice was raised in protest. 
Later on we called at the house of an old Arab friend, who wel­
comed us into an independent room, and there refreshed us with 
native cakes and a kind of scented water which tasted something 
like refined hair-oil. Here we stayed a good hour, part of which 
time we managed to devote to those questions and things which 
really matter. 

I may s.ay that all the large quantity of tracts distributed were 
those received from the Nile Mission Press.. \Ve earnestlv ask 
prayer for this and all other seed sown in the country pla~es of 
this southern region." 

R. STANLEY MILES, 

Sfax. 
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Blessed be Egypt 
A CH ALLENGE TO FAITH FOR THE 

MOHAMMEDAN WORLD 

Edited by A nnie Van Sommer 

Ube Gl,llartel'[ \2 \paper of tbe ·tRtle (Jl)tsston g)ress, 
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AUTUMN NUMBER-OCTOBER, 1928. 

HYMN-" WHITHER, PILGRIM, ARE YOU GOING?" 

EDITORIAL. 

THE NILE MISSION PRESS. J. L. OLIVER. 

LILIAS TROTTER, A. VAN SOMMER. 

THE TURN OF THE TIDE. A. T. UPSON. 

REPORT OF NILE VALLEY COLPORTEURS' CONFERENCE. 

Is THERE NONE TO DELIVER? DOUGLAS D. PORTER. 

ENTERING THE CELESTIAL CITY. 

SUBSCRIPTION LIST. 

REMITTANCES. - Subscriptions and Donations for the expanding work 
of The Nile Mission Press (established in I905), should be sent to the 
Secretary, JOHN L. OLIVER, 22, Culverden Park Road, TunbridgeVl'ells 
(Telegrams: "Nilpres, Tunbridge Wells." Telephone 1541, Tunbridge 
Wells). Cheques (crossed" Barclays Bank, Ltd.") and Postal Orders 
should be made payable to The Nile Mission Pl'ess. For Bequest 
Form, see page 4 of cover. 

Subscriptions to .. Blessed be Egypt" (2/- a year, post free) should 
also be sent to John L. Oliver, who is always glad to send specimen 
copies to interesten persons recommended to him' by subscribers. 
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" I will re~eive you, unto Myself, that where I am there ye 
may be alsO'.)) 

Whither, PiIgrims, are you gQling, 
Going each with s,taff illli hand? 

Weare gQlinlg em a jQlurney, 
GQling at Q1ur' King's command. 
Over hills, and plains, and valleys, 
We llire gQling to Hi,s, palace, 

Weare going to Hi,s, palace, 
GQling to the better land. 

Tell us, Pilgrims, whiat YOUi hope fo'r 
In that far O'ff better land? 
Spoljjes9 robes and crowns. of glQory, 

From a Saviour's loving hand. 
We shall drink of life's clear river, 

We shall dwell with GOld fQor ever, 
We shaH dwell with God for ever, 

In that bri'ght, that better land. 

Pilgrims, may we t,ravel with yQou 

To that bright and better land? 

Come and welcome, cOime and welcome, 
Welcome tOi our pilgrim band. 

Come, Oh come, and dO' not leave us : 

Christ is waiting to receive us, 
Christ is, waiting to receive UlS, 

In that bright, that better land. 
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"THE GLORY OF THE IMPOS8IBLE." 

A lily growing in a desert of sand, painted by Miss Lilias Trotter. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVIII. OCTOBER, 1928. No. IIS. 

€dltorlal. 
" Bnt I 'uJOllld not ha.7.'e you to be igllora.nt, hrethren, concern­

ing them which are asleep, that ye SoYrO"ll1 not, e"l.'en as others 
"l£lhich have no hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and 'rose again, e7Jen so 
them also "ll,hich sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." 

- I THEss. IV. 13, 14. 

" Who died fOY us, thut 7f.'hether 'we wahe or sleep, we should 
live tOKether with him."- r THEss. v . 10. 

" J,f1herefure comfort one another with these 7.tJords." 
-[ THEss. IV. 18. 

We have the loving sympathv of God our Father in our 
sorrow. It is He who through His messengers speaks these 
words to our hearts. The ass urance that the one who is gone is 
with Jesus, and that we shall be there, the hope found ed on His 
faithfu l promise, that when Jesus comes, God will bring them, 
and us, with Him . In hope of e temal life, which God, that can­
not lie, promised before the world began (Titus i. 2). 

The passing away of Miss Lilias Trotter has brought the 
pain of severance to many of us; but to those who have ministered 
to her during her months and yea rs of weakness and suffering, 
the end has come like a triumph. She entered into His courts 
with joy. They and we would turn our thoughts and prayers to 
the task of carrying on her work. May power from on High be 
given to those who are left to do it. 

This year being the Centenary of the beginning of John 
Bunyan's life, the thought of Pilgrimage has come very promi­
nently before us. A great writer has said that the description 
of Christian's and Hopeful 's entry into the celestial city is one of 
the finest pieces of writing in the English language. As some of 
our readers may like to be reminded of it, we will print that last 
page of " Pilgrim's Progress" in this number. So many of our 
friends have crossed the river lately. The latest one, Dr. Eug-ene 
Stock, has left the memory of a long life devoted to God's service. 
Would that another ""ould arise like him to bring back the intense 
interest of real Bible Study to our Sunday Schools-or failing 
this, that God would raise up a company of men and women 
devoted to Bible study throughout the country. Wherever the 
Bible is believed in and taught with faith, crowds are anxious to 
learn. Empty churches would quick ly be refilled if the Bible 
were taught by Spirit-filled men. 

----
We will ask all our readers to remember the Nile Mission 

Press in all its branches of work, as the winter season begins. 
It is the time of stirring into fresh life after the long hot months 
of summer. New vigour is needed, physiCal, mental, and 
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spiritual. But the hot damp days in Cairo, when the Nile is sink­
ing again after the flood. try sorely both body and spirit. Do not 
forget our workers who have to go through it. \Ve generally 
reckon in Egypt the work begins again in October. Those who 
have come home for the summer go back then, ready for the fray. 
But what of those who have been there all the time? Do not 
forget them. 

+ 
Cbt DUt mISsIon prtSs. 

THE exhortation that we " be not weary in 
well doing," with its attendant prorri'ise, 
" for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not "~has been a real necessitv 

during these summer months. ' 
Mr. L'pson's " ebb and flow" article this 

quarter makes this clear, and there is much 
more that is not mentioned. 

The "Home Call" of our dear 
friend, Miss Lilias Trotter, who for 
vears has been one of our most valued 
~vriters, as well as a member of 
our Executive Committee, has left 
another gap in the front line of those 

who have laid down their all for Moslem lands. What 
came from her pen for Moslems and others will still 
-thank God~continue her work, and she, having 

passed on, will still speak. But her wisdom and loving counsel, 
so balanced and always so freely given, sometimes at such great 
cost of bodily suffering, will ever remain with those who were 
closely associated with her. One seldom came into her presence 
without realising the Presence of her Lord and His fragrance 
outpoured. Yet her last vision of the hinterlands of Algeria for 
Christ still needs carrying out. \Ve trust soon the new car may 
be on its wav to make the vision a reality in the still closer link 
between the 'A.M.B. and the N.l\1.P. ~ 

Turning to our own immediate Staff in Cairo, there has been 
much ill-health. Miss Mollison, \",ho is Mr. Upson's right hand, 
has been laid low, and is in Hospital with acute sciatica. \;V e 
fear it will sti1\ mean weeks of suffering and convalescence before 
she can be back at work. \Ve would bespeak the prayers of our 
friends for a complete recovery. 

Mrs. Upson has also been clown with fever, but is getting 
well. Their servant has been scriouslv ill~another blow--and at 
one time Pastor Gabra's son was v~ry ill indeed. The Pastor 
has been on our Staff doing valuable work for years, and· we 
extend to him our sympathy and prayers also. 

Then the difficulties of circulation, though better than a fe\v 
months back, are still great. Thank God we can go back to the 
heading of. this article and remind ourselves that we " shall reap 
if .we faint not." May God give the grace of continuance to each 
one, for prayer and effort. 

There has also been the strain· of finance ·at the Home end ·of 
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the work. \Vill our fri ends continue in prayer for funds that 
every need may be met. 

The political difficulti es do not seem to get any easier. 
Everywhere there seems unrest. 

F o r the moment, o,,"ing to ill-health, Bulos has had to be 
recalled fr om the Sudan, where he had been having remarkable 
sales. At present it is not thought feasible for him to return. 

Yet all has not been dark . We have hea rd of the victory at 
Jerusalem and of souls blessed at Jaffa , and, we cannot doubt, in 
other places also. 

The number of books distributed near Alexandretta also calls 
for praise. 

The small Bookshop opened experimentally in the Shubra 
district of Cairo is doing a small but useful work, and during 
August-the usua lly slack month- we sent literature to Syria, 
Iraq , Aden, Sudan, India, Turkestan, Argentine, Palestine and 
Algeria. The d rivers. of the car il1 Egypt being 011 holiday, 
it has not been much used, but with Mr. Menzies back again, we 
trust the trips will re-commence. 

vVe hope Mr. \ Vald ,,"ill soon be ove rseeing the Colportage 
,,"ork in Palestine. 

\Ve would thank all those who have been remembering Mr. 
Kinnea r, of New Z ealand , in prayer during the deputation work 
before leaving for Eg-ypt this Autumn. We hope to be able to 
report la ter how God has prospered him" Let us also ask for him 
travelling mercies on his "ay out, and tha t God will guide as to 
the exact niche he is to fill a fter language study. We extend to 
him our loving welcome and to those he leaves behind our earnest 
prayers. 

We congratulate Mr. Upson, and those associated with him, 
on the new Catalogue just issued. The number of books listed 
has now reached 64'" \Ve ,,"auld urge an y missionaries amongst 
the Moslems who have not had this, to write either to myself or 
to Cairo--P.O. Box 46o-for a copy. Mr. Upson is making 
some special offer for free distribution in Arabic books. We 
trust many will avail themselves of the offer. 

W e like the title- -" Books that Bless." That is the reason 
for which the N. M. P . exists. A channel through which God may 
pour the blessing which comes through the finished work of 
Christ. May we ever remember the purpose and seek to forward 
it by every means in our power. 

Let us pray for the Colporteurs. They a re continually pray­
ing that the work may not be cut down. Just recently a lady wrote 
saying she had hea rd that our Nazareth Colporteur has been daily 
pleading with God that our Transjordania man may not have to 
be held back for lack of funds. She has asked to be the medium 
through which God can ans,,"er that prayer. We give thanks and 
take courage. 

Please pray for the Deputation work this winter, that, with 
our workers on the Field, ,,"e may a ll stand perfect and complete 
in all the ,,"ill of God. 

:'Irile House, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

General Secretary. 
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"DAR NAAMA," MISS TRo'["n:R'S HOME. 

The Headquarters of the Algiers Mission Band. 
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[Utas Crolttr. 
" The house was filled with the od onr of the ointment." 

_'~~~-U HOSE who knew and 100ved Miss Trotter hardly know how 
~ they can do without her. Her pas,sing away leaves a 
" "blank that can never be filled. "She sat at Jesus' feet, 

"""""'" and heard His, words,." She lived so near to' Him that 
His blessed Presence was felt, wherever she was,. The HOlly Spirit 
lived in her, wrot'e by her, filled her with the knowledge of her 
Lord's wiII, and enabled her to do it. 'Ne thank God for her. 
VJe give back to: Him the treasure He lent to usl fQlr a little while. 
All those who have been linked with her in wOork will feel the same. 
A loving, guileless, selfless, fearless, Christian. It is a jOly to us 
to know that in any way those of us whO' belong to' thel Nile Mis­
sion Press have been able to help her. She was one of the first 
t() help USI. She became a member of our Executive Committee, 
and allowed us to bring out her parable stories and books in 
:'!,rabic. She \velcomed us as fellow-workers in her cO'lportage 
undertakings: in Algeria. The visiOon \\·as. given her of far-reaching 
Fossibilities and ventures of h1ith, and she followed the light as 
long as she lived. 

}\, group of workers have gathered round her who must feel 
orphaned indeed; but thf): too have c~lUght the vision, and will 
carryon the Algiers Miss:iolli Band as she would have them do, in 
trusdul dependence upon their Lord. 

Miss, Trotter was enabled to make all needful business 
,lrrangements, befo're she was taken, and the home end of th'e wo'rk 
\\'as carefully or'ganised. The quartedy paper which tells of the 
Algiers Misslion Band is entitled " A Thirsty Land," and may be 
ordered fr'om the Secretary, Mrs,. Francis Br'ading, 38, Outram 
Road, Croydon. 

Before MisS! Trott'er began her work fo·r the Moslems, she lived 
in London, and devO'ted herself largely to y.W.e.A. work. It 
was, at MO'rley Hall I first heard her speak in 1886. Two year's 
later she and Miss Hm\'orth went out t'o begin w()lrk in Algiers,. 
There was first the long hard study of Arabic, in which she became 
marvellously proficient. French W,15 equally essential, and this 
also became like a s,econd mother tongue. They lived amongst 
the people and gradually made friends,. By dint of here a little, 
and there a little, they were able to give their message, and found 
a response. 

After a few vears, Miss Freeman jO'i11'ed them, and she also 
went the siame h3'rd way of by degrees mastering Arabic. Then 
one and another came t()l help. Mis" Trotter started a system 
of short s,ervice workers" and some of these stayed and became 
members of her Mis,sion. Out-stations were planted, and these 
became permanent, and s,ent out further out-stations. And sO' the 
work grew. 

When Miss Trotter began to write, this brought her into touch 
with the Nile' Mis;sion Press, at its very beginning in 1905. Her 
wriotings, were some of the first Arabic traots that we printed, and 
she gave me leave to, print English editions of them in " Blessed 
be Egypt." She painted our first cover for the magazine, which 
greatly helped its circulation. From that time to this, although 
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we rarely met, Miss Trotter was closely linked with us, and when 
she decided to take up colportage work in Algeria the link was 
cemented afresh. Her visions of what might be done in the great 
Sahara, where thoUisands of unreached Moslems may be found, 
were caug'ht by :\1r. Upson, and he too is eager to help in carrying 
out her plans. We trust that instead of her being taken from us, 
leads to our ceasing to co-operate with her, we may be allowed to 
the utmost of our power to help to carryon the work. God will 
show His children in Algeria and in Egypt how they may 
strengthen each other's hands. 

Her last thought was of unity and prayer. He has said, " I 
will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you. " "Lo, I will 
be with you alway, even unto the end." 

ANNIE VAN SO:\IMER. 

+ 
Cbt Curn of tbt Cjdt. 

DA~IASCUS GATE. 'I HE tide has begun to turn; there is no doubt of that, 
The " flowing t'ide " will soon be with UlS once more, 
fcjlr the Ebb has come and almost gone. But to under­
stand the meaning of the recent Ebb and FIO'w in the 

. . Near East we must review a few of the incidents 
of this eventful Spring and early Summer, even thos.e 

which-three months agof--it was thought best not to mention. 

I. THE EBB. 

During the vViriter of 1927-8 and the f()llowing Spring we 
sawall! Awakening of Is-lam, or rather a realisation of the s,itua­
tion, and, ,ill! consequence, a general " touchines.s. " Such unrest 
isinlevitable, the clash is! bound to' come. But there were special 
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reasonsl why it \vas, feIt this particular winter, rather than any 
OIther post-war period. 

For one thing, a movement had begunl in Turkey and spread 
to Persia, that is, an attempt to' make it sa difficult fO'r missiOins 
as tOi sqUleeze them OUit OIr ultimately tQl c:rush them. Some of this 
was alsO' being felt in Palestil1le, Egypt, Sudan, etc. 

The second factQlr was the political one. Granted that all 
the post-war years have beel1l full of political mQlvement, yet this 
last winter and spring seemed to be particularly full of activities. 

For one thing there was unrest in Syria. Then again il1l Pales­
tine: the Arabs, had noticed that the Zionists were no longer 
increasing in number, and apparently they thought it was a good 
time to, strike for their independence. 

There have also been neg-otiatiQlI1ls, ·with Transjordan over 
the proposed Treaty, to' say nOithing of the more recent break­
down of the conveirsatiollis between Britain, Iraq and the Hejaz. 

But the most outstanding fact of the period is the wild cam­
paign of mis,representationl waged in man-y lands, but' most par­
ticularly in Palestine. The general opiniQll1l among missionaries 
seems tn be that the Jerusalem Conference of March last may 
have beel1l a great blessing tn those whOl actually participated in 
it, but it set back the hands of the clock SIOI far' as, regards, the 
work carried on in the country in which the conference was held, 
for the publicity given during January and February to the 
apprQlaching conference stirred up the pe-ople and gave them a 
bad attack Q1f nerves 

Then apparently there was a very real misconception, for 
someone gave the opposition press the resolutions passed in 1924. 

They at once translated these toe Arabic and published them during 
the H)28 conference! Now, in H)24, the conference was principally 
about IsJam as such, \vhereas in 1928 that was, not the case at all. 

Then, as, usual, there were local episodes which were skil­
fully shewn Qnl the screen, so tn speak, or otherwis,e stage­
managed by the agitatorS!; among these were the kindly act,f 
H. E. Amir' A bdullah in attending the function at the C. M. S. Ho,,­
pital, Amman; then Col. Cox, British resident, is reported to 
have attended the C. M. S. Church at Salt; yet again, Lord Plumer 
shewed kindl\, Christian action, not only in connection with the 
conference, b:ut alsO' in promising to op~n the new Bible House 
and to lay the foundation stone of the Y.M.C.A . 

.Just in the middle of it all, while the papers were raging 
against missionaries, Dr. Zwemer, in AI Azhar, Cairo, gave a 
few tracts, on request, as he had done many a, time before. There 
"',IS practically nothing against the tracts as such, the whole 
objection was, to the place of disltribution, for this, of course, 
never has been allovv'ed in Al Azhar. The episOlde, like the others, 
was yer\' skilfUllly stage-managed, and it was heard of in most 
countries. 

51 () IH e Incidents. 

During the spring a number of incidents occurred-in fact 
most societies seemed to get their turn in regular sequence; some 
philosophically reported, "Getting our turn now; yours, next 
time!" At Assiut there was considerable difficulty about March, 
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but we read of it in the " United Presbyterian" more than we 
heard of it in the Arabic press of Egypt. - Then again at various 
places in Palestine, e.g., Nablus. in particular, certain plans seem 
to' have been rather cleverly laid to entrap workers into. giving' 
tracts " at the special reqUiest of the people"; immediately after 
which a small mob of MosIems would appear from nowhere and 
make emphatic protest against the aforesaid tracts having been 
given in their town, and that withoUit leaving time to read the 
aforesaid tracts to see if they contained anything to which they 

. objected--this by the way. As. a matter of fact this occurred not 
twice nor thrice in the one di'st!rict of Nablus. Ultimately things 
got so bad, and oUir colporteur's life was' in such danger, that we 
arranged to withdraw him from that district altogether, and he is 
now in other work. 

Perhaps, the most serious, incidient was. the attack upon two 
N.M.P. Worker'S in Transjordan. The Moslems were laying wait 
at Salt for the colporteur, who is a Palestinian, and when they 
found that Mr. George Wald, our English assistant--who was 
visiting him at the time~had taken him to Amman for safety, 
they planned a premeditated and furious attack upon them both 
on their return the next: day. It is so arranged that the main 
road from Amman runs. down a slope to the Police Station at Salt. 
The incline and the gradient are both so' sharp that the driver 
cannot: turn the corner, but has. to reverse his, car' while the nUlmber 
is being taken by the police. We ment!ion this to shew that no one 
can get from Amman to the Jordan without the knowledge of the 
Police at Salt. Just before vVald and Khalil reached Salt police 
station a car from the opposite direction was, driven into them, 
apparently in order to wreck theirs" and men jumped out and 
furiously attacked them with cudgels and stonesl, so much so, that 
G. W. almost, or quite, fainted. When they saw this., and 
also that: they had been attacking an Englishman, they desisted 
from him and turned and r'ained the blows upon the other man. 
T ~ltimately our' two men and their fellow-passengers got through 
somehow. On, arrival at Jerusalem both were examined by 
doctorS', and variou:s, contusions were found, but after a fortnight's 
rest they wer'e apparently not much the worse. 

This: news, was cabled to me, for' I wasl on a trip to the desert 
near the south-eas,t frontier of Morocco. Hastening back, I went 
to AmmaDl, Transjordan, tOI attend the enquiry. (Let me say here 
that we have had lots of courtesy from the officials~and nothing 
else). JUist about this time the Mo11 Conference wasl held, and 
one is very glad to learn now that the whole of the delegates were 
unanimorUs that they did not requir'e Government protection for mis­
sionaries:. (The reason is that the" protection" is. largely nominal 
and of little value, but that the interference with miss:ion methods 
on the advice of BritisH or' other authorities greatly hinder's. the 
work. Hence it wouJd have been better for our men not to have 
applied tOi Br'itish GOIvemment authorities. But they did not know 
this at the time, and we all of us have to learn our lessons in the 
bitter school of experience). . 

A raging campaign was nuw being carried on by the Palestine 
press, more particulady by one paper. Some societies were 
attacked by name, yet again some suffered material damage. The 
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effect upon the N. :'II.P. was such tha t the owne r of our depOt near 
D amascUis Ga te was s t r ictly forbidden to renew the lease. As 
time was pasising we couJd wa it no longer, but, humanly spea king, 
all hope of renewing- a t Damascus Gate was given up--unless a 
miracle occurred. But see the contin uation of the story low er 
do,wn ! 

Those w ere t rying days-days in which we did not live a da y 
at a time , but several days all at once, for the writer, as we have 
sa id , was w ired for to come back f rom the po·rt of Alg iers , then 
as 500<11 as he got to' P alest ine wires fa llowed him to say that Bulos 
Ma la ty, our S udan co,lpo t1: eUlr, had taken: chronic ma laria and 
mll st be got away from the Suda n. On returning to Cairo he 
was cabled fo'r again, this time to g o> back to J erusa lem. And 
so> on. 

At last Bis.hop McInmes took up the matter at the express 
w ish of LOrd PIUlmer, and sent out a ci rcular to every soc iety to 
state tha t muc h discretion must be used, and if the workers were 
no t careful a very g reat check mig ht be placed upon their present 
activ ities. 

F ollowing- this and other inc idents- such a s. the. case being 
fought in Egypt by the Egyptian General Miss ion for the right 
of women' conrverts to choose Christ, etc.-there was a large fail­
ing-off of the circulation o f li tera ture published by our N .M.P., 
and also by the American P ress , Bey rut ; in fact , the fig ures g ave 
a ra ther uncomfortable sh ock to some of those who had been 
pregent a t the Mott Co nference, and who had not realis,ed that 
the Moslems were very litera lly carry ing ou t just what they ha d 
threatened three mont hs before the Co nference took place. 

So much for the Ebb-Tide ! 

II. THE FLO W. 

" Afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness " 
(Heb rews; xii. II). 

Y es , there is. usu a lly an afterma th; as, in China , s>o irt the 
Nea r E ast. After the Boxer rebelliort, a gathering in of spiritua l 
fruit; a fter the N ear East agitation , we shall see a spirit of 
enquiry. 

Even by June things had taken a slig ht turn for the better. 
On the 26th of tha t mon.th I left fo r Palest ine to cheer up M r. 
Ibrahim Jameel, our book-depot keeper, and inc identally t o give 
my wife a li t tle experience of P alestine , which she had no>t seen 
for nineteen years. Also she and Mrs;. T oop (C. M. S . School) ha d 
jU!st lost Mis.s Wright , a devot ed clinic wo;rker, whOi was. much 
more tha n a sister to' them bO'th, and who, died very suddenly abo u.t 
the same time as our old fri end Canon Gairdner. 

F Oor once it seemed w ell to leave the tracts a t home, f01" we 
had been so solemnly warn ed by the aut horities that the slig htest 
indiscretiO'n in Palestine mig ht bri ng the house a bout our heads. 
But on teaching the Suez Canal at K anta r'a, a nd on chatting with 
a tOUirist agent there, his assistant, a 1-IOIs.Iem , asked why I wa s 
not dis tributing bracts this time, a nd sa id he part.icula rly wanrted 
S'O me. I took his na me and address, w hich he very f reely gave 
me, and pos.ted to. him from Jerusa lem . Even that little incident 
is a n indication O'f the turn O'f the tide. 
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On arrival at the Holy City I found all our books moved back 
into the bookshop at Damascus Gate, and thus was celebrated 
a most remarkable intervention of God's providence. 

(DamascUls Gate, as most of our readers know, is one of the 
most historic ;~ites ()If the Holy City, and, further, it is the very 
centre of the Arabic-speaking population). 

Mrs. Ussher kindly sends us the a-ccompanying snapshot of 
this famous Gate which has figured through centuries of history. 

We had moved the books out, as we had understood that it 
was hopeless to make an arrangement with the Moslem owner, 
as the lease was to expire on the 20th June. Then the unexpected 
occurred-one of the neighbours, apparently prompted from the 
owner's side, came and o.ffered to interview him and to act as 
intermediary in general. 

To cut a long story short, we now hold the signed lease, 
registered for one year more, and not only so, but the owner 
reduced the rent six pounds a year, and then drew up the agree­
ment in Palestinian pounds, whereas las,t year it was in Egyptian 
pounds. As the difference between the two is 6d. in the pound, 
that saves us two pounds more. 

Everyone seems so surprised to find that the thing that was 
impossible all at once became possible! 

"Have you any rivers you think are uncrossable 1 
Have you any mouutains you can't tunnel through? 

God specialises in the wholly impossible, 
Doing the thing which man can not do." 

After five days in Jerusalem, during which we visited JameeI's 
wife and family, etc., etc., we went on to Nazareth. At Nazareth 
we found Elias had had his difficulties toOl, as all had had, but 
distinctly less than in J emsalem. 

This is hardly the time and place to tell of the excellent work 
being done by the Edinbur'gh MedicallVlislsion Hospital at Nazareth 
and at the Scottish Hospital at Tiberias. 

Leaving my wife for a time, I went on to Haifa, and embarked 
on a coasting steamer, calling at Beyrut, Tripoli, Alexandretta. 
At Beyrut Mr. Paul Erdman, the manager of the American Pres~" 
was emphasis,ing to me that he feels that the literature societies 
of the present time are guilty of over-pmduction, for their circu­
lation (American Press) has also fallen, although not to the extent 
that ours has done. It is really a very serious matter as to how 
to make the circulation keep pace with the production. At 
Tripoli, Syria, I found the bookshop .closed. It is always. regret­
table when mission stations have to close during the summer for 
lack of coUeagues to relieve one another. I had been hopin:g to 
inspect the shop. . 

I wonder if my readers can have patience for a slight in:ter­
lude hem--it is hardly a digression. Coming from Tripoli Port 
to Tripoli Town:, I passed over a mile of frujt-gardens; probably 
the spot is as broad as. it is. long, and if so there must be some 
hundreds of acres of fruit-trees, of which Tripoli is, very proud, 
for they have been there for maDlY generations" and the whole 
district reminds one of a country lane at home, and the trickling 
water-courses are nearly covered with maidenhair ferns. But on 
the other side of us is more or less barren: ground, and onl another 
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the sea. How then do· you acC(}Lllnt fOir the fertility nf these hUln­
dreds o f acres of f ruit-orcha.rds. ? 

Look higher up, my fJ' iend! Behind you is the highest peak 
of Lebano n, Zohr-el-Qa deeb, about 10,040 feet in height. That 
is th e explankltion of the fertility of the Tripoli fruit-trees, which 
draw their irrigation water from the everlasting hills. 

ay, mo're! On. J'eturning to the ship, as we had som e hours 
to wa it, I spent som e little time g az ing at the peak, and a lthough 
it was the middle o·f J ul), I could distinctly see sno w n o, the summit ; 
in fact, it was that kind of mountain sn:ow whic h had been sup­
plied to me in a glass o f Syrian iced lemonade. But how could 
the sno w remain, so late in the seaso-n ? H ow cnuld it br'ave the 
great heat of an. o·riental s,ummer? Lo:ok again! There is a cleft 
in the rock, and that sno w is in that cleft. 

Now what matters it to you a nd me if we are attacked by 
the Moslem pres.s o-f Palestine ? If they are propos.ing to e'Xpel UL'l 

from the country, and so. on? v\' hat matters· anything' that they 
can say or do, if, like the 5n()" ,· of Lebanon, ),O'll and r are shel­
tered ii-l the cleft of the Rock? 

" Rock u f Ages , c left for me, 
I,et m e hide myself in Thee." 

Alexandretta. Like Alexandria, Egypt, this 5.mall . town was 
found ed by the great Al exander, but one must carefull y distin­
guish it from ito. very big sister, for Alexandr·etta, Syria--or, as 
we always call it, Tskanderoml- is a small town of fift een or six­
teen tho usand people. I t5 importa nce cons.ists in the fact tha t 
it is the gate in the pass: thrQlugh the Tur k ish mount ains to Aleppo, 
which is the cen.tre of the wo rld for two cor three countries a round 
it; inl fact, tOi get to, Aleppo a t all one has to go through the narrow 
pass called the Syrian Ga tes . 

I had a perfectly delig'htful Sunda y with the K ennedy'S of 
Al exaooretta and the Lytl e 's of Antioch, but to get to, them the 
car had to g Oo up the face of a precipice for about 2,400 feet , fo r 
everyone had fled froom the damp port , and as the minlis ters have 
no congregatiOons in the s umme r rime, they just ha ve. to fo.)low 
their congregatio ns. up into the hills . The thing tha t surpr ises the 
tra veller as he. look s a t these mo re 00 1' less .'\rmenia n hilb is· the 
g reenness of them , fo'r th ey are a lm ost covered all' one side with 
substantial trees. 

Dr. Kennedy preached on the Sunday morning to a houseful 
of people, not less tha.n. s.ixty, a n.d I preached in the a ft ernoon in 
Arabic to about one hundred peo ple, mostly young. The after­
noon. service was held under an " areesha " or treIlis.-wo rk carry­
ing the vine along the front of the pastor's cottage. 

I was very delighted to lea m, from Dr. Kenne dy, who is ou.r 
agent fo r that district, that hi s newly-appoin.ted co,lporteurr, who 
had just completed one year of se rvice, and that the m06t trying 
of recen.t years., had succeeded in selling 1,500 Scriptures-includ­
ing a huge proportion of Bibles and N ew Testaments-but a lso 
3,500 N.M.P. books. and tracts,. This' is a great achievement. 
Even more, he told me hOow the inhabita nts of a town between A. 
and Aleppo had absOolutely refursed certain books two months 
previously on account of the Moslem agitation., and now he states 
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that just before my visit the people of that town mId ask ed fo r 
the very boo ks that they had reh;sled tW() months befo re. 

Aleppo was well worth the hot journey of four hours acrosc.; 
the desert, part of the time at 80 kilometres to the hour and right 
in the teeth of a s irocco, o r hot wind off the desert. We did not 
go at that rate all the tim.e, for there was: a stream to be fo rded 
and bad road to be neg-o-tnt ed, etc. I reached Aleppo safely by 
about ten, and at once visited the ioint book-depfl t a nd rfading-­
room. As our readers may have heard, the N.M.P., the American 
Bible Society, and the American PreslS, Bey rut, each bear one-third 
of the expense of this depot, which is more a reading-room tha n a 
book shop. Mr. Witherspoon, the local miss ionary , in. referring 
to the recent agitation that the missiona ries shouJd be expe lled 
and the n.ew book-room closed, said: "The agitation did us a 
lot of good, and greatly increased the n.umber a ttending!" The 
city is more or less cr ucifo rm , for the fowr chief streets cross at 
the Post Office; and the book-room is just there--a splendid 
position. 

The temperature at Aleppo was about 1100 in the s.hade, so 
I had t Oo g ive u.p the. idea of the long rail~way journey across the 
desert, and instead left by car about 6 a. m. , as I knew there was 
a Sitma r steamer due that day. Eve'n then I was greatly deJayed 
by French officials at the port, so it was 2 p.m. before I embarked. 

The ship stopped at intermediate po,rts on the way down, 
so once again I was able to have a day in Beyrut, and the R ev. 
G. Scherer, the Director of Literature Distributioll, kindly came 
from the mou n.tains to meet me there, an d we had an important 
talk about the Aleppo work; a mong other things, we are pro­
posing to. reduce the price of Cairo books to the nearest old 
Turkish co,in.-for Turkish coins, are s.till c irculating in North 
Syria. 

After leaving our very cordial fri ends of the American PrEl'>S 
I visite:d the Roman Catholic Press. fDr the first time, and there 
also received every courtesy . They are g reat printers in Oriental 
languages. 

N ext dav r a rrived back at Haifa fo r a few more days rest 
at Naza reth. ' 

Looking back at the situation in Palestine in general, Dne 
would say that the tide is beginning to turn:; t he only thing is that 
you: cannot tell that the tide is turning a t the exact minute that 
it does turll, you can onJy see by results later on. Bis hop McInne<; 
in his mag-azine speaks of the opposi tion having •• stopped 
abruptly." My own impress,ion is that it did no.t stop abruptly, 
but suddenly too k o.n a new form. F or example, the latest from 
Jerusalem book-depot is. that the mall' who is paid to opJX>se 
miss:iona ries., after having cha llenged each of the societies to a 
public debate~-in order to m ake a public row and then, complain 
of us' as disturbers, of the peace-after finding that all his efforts 
te. start a debate ill! our depo t or elsewhere were nugatory, he 
made a sudden change of plan. One Friday he blocked the narrow 
street oUitside our depot for a considerable time ; having taken a 
blind sheikh with him to chant the Qur'an, he him self stood Dn 
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a stool and gave what he called an expo,.;,itiOln, which was. really 
a series of attacks upon Christ and Chris.tianity. 

The mob to re do wn some texts tha t :"Irs. Michell had placed 
outs ide the depot, and made that an excuse for a complaint to the 
Government. Meanwhile the patience of the police could hold 
out no longer, for the street was completely blocked, so they forced 
the pass·age, an.d have warned our friend that he is. nOit allowed 
to hold open-air meetirugs outside O'llir depot! The tide is on the 
turn; let us. take a longer view. 

"What though the tired waves , vainly breaking. 
Seem here no painful inch to gain! 

Far back , through creeks and inlets making, 
Comes silent-Hooding in-the Mam." 

+ 
A. T. U. 

R~.,orr of "iI~ "all~p Col.,orr~ur$' ConrU~nc~ 
1)~ld ar Z~troun, CaIro, map 28(1) and 2gll) . 

• 

AVE you ever had that feeling of a deep joy when you 
kn:ew you were going to, have a time of blessed 
fello,wship with one whom you had never seen yet 
knew intimately. One for whom you had prayed and 
seen abundant answers to prayer. To. me the COIn· 
ference was a time 0'£ rea l joy, for we re we not all 

nne in ChriSot 1 esus, and to. shake the hand of a feHow-labourer 
was to me a privilege. 

Here w er"e men whom one felt were ready to haza rd their 
lives fOir the Gospel's sake. Some who knew what it was tOi have 
their bookS' torn up or burnt, and for their pains to be cursed fo'r 
being a Herald of the Grace of God. 

Our Conference lasted two days, and one was very conscious 
of the presence of God inl our midst. 

Our first 5peaker was Miss Jameso n , of the Eg-ypt General 
Mission:, and a member of the Joint Colportage Committee. By 
her message we were drawn to what St. Paul realised. \Vhat 
can separate us from the love of God? Can Death? Can Princi­
palitiesr? Carl Powers? No! Through J esus Christ ou r L Ol d 
we are more than conquerors. 

I was the next speaker, and I was asked to speak on " A 
colporteur's contact with God," and " How to keep right." I 
went on to say our fin.t conil:act with God is ,1t our Conversion , 
and then our contact and growth in Grace, and emphasis.ing our 
need of contact moment by moment, urging each one of us to 
guard our quiet time with God each morning as we would guard 
our ve'ry life. I closed with J ohn xx. 21-

At three o'clock we resumed our talk over a cup of tea , when 
we disculSsed what bookS! sold best. As each man gave out the 
numbers of the variouSo kinds, he had so,ld, it was a means of 
encouragement to the others t o try their best to make their num­
bers r'ise to the highes t. 

Mr. J. R. Menzies was our next speaker, a nd he spoke of 
our tremendous need of being filled with the Holy Spirit. H e too 
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had the messoge of our t ime we spend alone with God each morn­
ing. (We are yet to see that this message was given again before 
the Conference fin~shed). Surely God was speaking to us of the 
lack of it in our lives. 

Before supper we all walked out on to the desert, and there 
I was asked to speak on my experience in P a lestine and Trans­
jo.rciania. 'vVe do· sometimes think we have the hardeSit place to 
work, but if we could only see others' difficulties, our own would 
fade away to nn·thing. 

Pas tor Gabra g ave the c\osi,ng message of the evening, 
speaking on I Cor. ii. 2: " I determined nO't to know anything 
among YOUi save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." Oh that this 
\\ e re true of a ll God 's children labo uring in Moslem lands. 
l~ eader, may I ask is it true of YOll.? 

The next day was! started by a united praye r meeting' befo,re 
breakfast, led by Gohar Eff, a great helper and one of the fai.thfuJ 
four who partake in the Thursday night distributio·flI in the bad 
street" of Cairo; also I might say he is. fighting hard with Mr. 
Upson against drugs and drink, etc. Pray for them. 

The first speaker was D ahy Eff , a helper of Pastor Nei.ls.en 
of the Danish 1:is.s.io'i1, who has been staying with us here s.tudy­
ing Islamics and the wOll'k of distribution, etc. His text was. John 
xx. 20-21 : "He showed them His h,mds and His side ..... 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost." He spoke of the opp(»rtunities of 
colportage work and the huge field which is theirs where no mis­
Slionary has ev er entered. The need of power and encouraging' 
ooUr'selves in the Lord. Also love fOi- those we are dealing with, 
and str'o'ng faiW. and the reward of those whO' are found faithful 
(Matt. xxv. 2 1) . 

QUir next speaker was Sheikh Iskander, who spo ke 0'01 Matt. 
viii. 2G-22 and Luke ix. 60-62. Speaking of the follower of Jesus 
Christ, he said he must not look for lux ury here, nor must his 
\\'o rk be for food 2nd drink, but hi.s service mus t mean sacrifice and 
often diSCDmfort and disCi)ouragement. His Master had nowhere 
to lay His head . Is thc s.ervant greater than his Lo·rd? H e then 
\Vcnt on to say the foll ower of the Lord must kilO'\\" his Bible and 
the contents of the books he is carrying, so as t o- be able to It"ad 
soulS! to decision for Christ. He mest be full of zeal for souls if 
he is to return successfully and happy. 

'Ve again had an informal gathering over a cup of tea, when 
we had Bible questionSo, to see who knew their Bibles.. Ibrahim 
A.bdll'I-Ylasih O'f Benha was the winner. 

Butms Eff then gave a talk DO. the distribution and the ways 
and means Df approaching a man with books. This is of great 
importance at this present time. 

After supper the Rev. Ibrahim SaId gave the closing address, 
speaking on Psalms Ixxviii : 19 and John vii. 37. 

He likened colporteur's work to a hard and trying desert 
journey, where there is thirst and heat to be encO'untered. and 
walking is hard; but \\'hat a transformation com es when we realise 
the presence of Christ. Can God spread a table in the wilderness? 
Yea. and much more than this. "If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink. He that believeth on Me . . . out 0''£ his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water." H e closed by drawing 
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aur attentiQin to' the neces,s,ity of times af quiet spent alone with 
GOld every day. This meslSage was solemnly written on our hearts, 
and I believe will be a treasure which we will guard against any 
attempts af the Devil tOr cause us to' forget. 

The sp;rit among thetmen was fine. There was no friction, 
and perfect harmony reigned during the \vhole time. Each one 
of us" I am "ulrc, went back to his wQirk with a renewed vision 
and commis6lia'lli, feeling that we had had it straight from our Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ. 

G. 'V. 

+ 

Is tbu~ nOIl~ to "~liu~r? 

_~ I HE missionary's objectiye is nat only so to' deliver his 
oJ message that thase who hear it may be brought into 
, " living touch with the Saviour, but further, that those 

""""""" who so touch Him may also be brought intO' union with 
the visible Church as baptized Christians, their testimony to their 
saving faith beins heard and acknowledged by all around. More­
over, real Christianity, like charity, begins at harne, and until the 
Christian Hame is an established institutian there is little hope 
far the nation. A natian's \\'omen are its hamemakers, hence the 
vital importance in work throughout the Maslem world of seeking 
to secure far Moslem wamen and girls the freedam to' make apen 
confession of this saving faith and to take their stand as 
Christians. 

Thank Gad no device af the Enemy can hinder the seeking 
soul, but it is sadly possible by craft or vialence to' prevent that 
saul from autward union with the visible Church. And this is 
the situatian which is facing the !\Ioslem convert in Egypt to-day. 
Two judgments relating to two sirl converts from Islam were 
given in July last in the Moslem Religiaus Caurts, which, if 
upheld on appeal, will make it impossible for any Maslem woman 
of marriageable age to be baptized and be acknowledged as a 
Christian. 

Under the ncwly drawn up Constitutian freedom of conscience 
i~ guaranteed to all \vha arc of age. \Vhen the Canstitution was 
still under cansideration it \\'as oointed aut to the authorities that 
in respect of converts from Islam this promise of freedom cut 
right across Maslem Religious Law and Practice, but no pra­
visian was made at the time to meet the difficulty. 

The Law of the Koran is that no woman is free of guardian­
ship, either af her husband, or if single, same member af her awn 
family, till she is of "full age." The meaning placed upan the 
term" full age" is " past marriageable age." Furthermore, nO' 
persan can be free who is "untrustwarthy," that is, in any 
respect not considered capable af managing his or her own affairs. 
It must also be added, according to Koranic Law, Apastasy from 
I slam is a capital crime, but in our enlightened days it is incon­
ceivable in a civilised cauntry that any ane could be candemned to 
death simply on the ground of having renounced Islam, but the 
execution of the two judgments referred to above can be accom-
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plished " by force if necessa ry," a nd in one case actually has been 
carried out. Indeed it is easy to see that the plea of " untrust­
worthiness" can readily be put fo rward in the case of a Moslem 
convert, and if the case be that of a young woman she becomes 
doubly bound to remain, outwardly at least , a Moslem. 

Appeal can be m ade against these judgments, and the cases 
were to be taken early in September, but they are in a purely 
Moslem Court, in which only Moslem advocates can plead, and 
before Moslem judges. 

The first of these cases was given widespread publicity in the 
Egyptian press, a nd was also the subj ect of correspondence in the 
"Egyptian Gazette." A letter briefly setting forth its main 
points has also appeared recently in the London " Times." 

To put it briefly, an attempt is being made supported by the 
recognised legal authority in Egypt to force these two girls to 
renounce Christianity. If it succeeds, a precedent wil1 be estab­
lished which will threaten the status as a Christian of every 
woman convert in Egypt, if not throughout the whole Moslem 
mission field. 

Has the Christian Church, at least th a t part of it which pro­
fesses interest in the extension of Christ's Kingdom in Egypt, no 
means of showing that such things cannot be done with impunity 
in these days? It is all very well to lodge an appeal against the 
judgment of a petty local court, but is not the ,,-hole of the 
missionan- position in Egypt threatened? We hear much these 
day s of -H-R-c-V'olution,"" Disintegration," and" Upheaval" in 
the Moslem world. As long as judgments such as those pro­
nounced in the sa id Court are executed, or threaten to be so, 
Islam will remain, as it has been for thirteen long centuri e~, the 
antagonist of Christianity, a nd the successful a ntagonist practi ­
cally a l1 along the line . 

DOUGLA S D. PORTER . 

• 
€ntutng tb~ Cduttal CUP . 

• 

OW upon the bank of the river, O'n the other s ide, they 

. 

saw the twO' shining m en again, who there waited 
for them. Wherefo·re being come out of the river, 
they saluted them, saying, vVe are ministering 

\...e::;~ sJPirit&, sent forth to min.ister for those that shall 
be heirs of salvatioI1l. Thus they went aloI1lg towards 

the gate. 

Now you must n.O'te, that the City "tood upon. a mighty hill; 
but the pilgrims. went up tha t hill with ease, because they had 
those two: men. to lead them Ulp by the arms: they had likewise 
left their mortal garments. beh ind them in the river; for though 
they went in with them , they came out withO'ut them. They 
therefore went up here with much agility and speed, thoug h the 
foundation upon which the City wa" framed was. higher than: the 
cloudsi; they therefore went up through the regiO'ns of the air, 
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sweetly talking as; they went, being comforted because they safely 
got o'ver the river, and had such glorious companions to attend 
them. 

The talk that they had with the shining ones was about the 
glO'ry of the place; wh'QI told them that the beauty and glory of 
it was inexpressible. There, said they, is " the Mount, Sian, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the innumerable company of angels, and the 
spirits of jUist men made perfect. " You a re going now, said they, 
to the paradise of God, wherein you s!ha11 see the tree of life, and 
eat of the never-fading fruits thereof: and whelli yoU' come there 
vou sh'all have white 'robes given you, and your walk and talk, 
shall be every day with the King, even all the days of eternity. 
There you shall not see again such things as vou saw when you 
'were in the lower regionl upon the earth; to wit, sonow, sickness, 
affliction, and death; " For the former things are passed away." 1 

Vall' are going now to Abr'aham, to Isaac, and Jacob, and to tne 
prophets!, men that God h'ath taken away from the evil to' come, 
and th'at are now" resting upon their beds, each one walking in 
his righteousllle"s." The men then asked, \Vhat must we do in the 
holy place? Tn whom it was answered, You must there receive 
the comfnrt of all your tnil, and havejov for all your sorrow; 
ynul,must reap what you have sown, even the fruits of all your 
prayers, and tears" and suffering-s for th'e King by the way. In 
that place yOUi must wear crmvn51 of g-old, and enjoy the perpetual 
sight' and vis,ions of the Holy One; for" there you shall see him 
as he i~I." 2 There also you shall serve him continually with 
praise, with shoutinlg' and th,mk"giving, whom you desired to 
serve in the worTd, thoug-h with much difficultv, because of the 
infirmity of your' flesh. There your eyes shall be delighted with 
!'Iee-ing,' and' your ears, with hearin<:;' the pleasant' voice- of the 
Mightv One. There you sh:'l.11 enjoy your friends, again that are 
gone thither before you; and there youl Sh'lll with joy receive even 
everyone that follows into the holy place after vou. There also 
you-shall be clothed with g'lory a'nd majesty, ~md put intO' an 
equipag-e fit to ride out with the King of Glory. \Vhen he' shall 
come with sO'und of trumpet in the clO'uds, a,; UDon the wings O'f 
the wind, you shall come with him; and when ht, shall sit upon 
the thrcne of judgment', you shall s,it by him; yea, and when he 
shall pass- s!entence upon-all the workers of iniquitv, let them be 
angels or melli, you alsOi shall have a voice in that jl'dgment 
because they were his and your enemies. Also, when he shall 
again: return to the City, you ,.hall go too with sO'und of trumpet, 
clOd be ever with him.3 

NO'w while they were thus drawing towards the ~';lte, behold 
a company of the heavenly host came out t'o meet them; to whom 
it was said by the other two shinin,g OOles, The~e arc the men 
that have loved our Lord, when they were in the world, and that 
have'left all fO'r his, holy name; and' he hath sent us to fetch them, 
and we have brought them thus far on their desired .journev, that 
they may go in and' look th'eir Redeemer in the face with joy. 
Then the' heavenly host gave a great shout, O',aying, "Blessed 

1 Heb. xii. 22·24; Rev. ii. 7, iii. 4, 5, xxii. 5; Isa. lxv. 16, 17. 
2 Gal. vi. 7, 8; 1 John iii. 2. 
~ 1 Tbess. iv. 13-17; Jnde 14,15; Dan. vii. 9, 10; 1 Cor. vi. 2,3. 
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are they who ar'e called to' the marriage-supper of the Lamb." I 

There carne out also at this time to meet them several of the King' s 
trumpeters" clmhed: iIll white and shining raiment, who with melo­
dious noises and loud madeJ even the heavens, to echo with their 
sound. Those trumpeter's, saluted Christian and his felloi\v with 
ten thousand welco mesl frOom the world; and this they did with 
shouting and sound of t'rumpet. 

This, done, they compassed them round oU' every slide ; some 
went before, some went behind, and' some on the right hand, some 
0'01 the left (as if were to guard them th'rough the upper region~), 
l:'OntinJUally so,unding- as, they went, with melodio·us no,ise, in rotes 
on high: so th'at the very s ight was to, them that could behold 
it as: if heaveIll itself was C'Ome down to meet them. Thus 
th erefore they walked on together; and, as they walked, ever and 
anOon these trumpeters, even with joyful sound, would, by mixing 
their music with looks and gestUires, still sig-nify to Christian 
" nd his. brother hOow welcome they were intO' their company, and 
with' what g ladness they came to· meet them. And now were 
these two menl, as· it were, in heaven, hefo,re they came at it, being 
swallowed up with the sight of angels, and with hearing of their 
melodious no tes. Here also they had the Citv itf.e lf in view; and 
thought they heard all the bells'therein to riri'~(, to welcome them 
thereto. But, above all, the warm and joyful thoughts that they 
had about their own. dwelling there with sUlCh company, and that 
for eve r and evel' , oh, by what tongue or pen caJ1J their g lorious 
joy be expressed !-Thus they carne lip to the gate. . 

Now when thev were corne up to the gate, there was written 
over it iIll letters of gold, " BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DO His COM­

MANDMENTS, THAT THEY MAV HAVE RIGHT TO' THE TR EE OF LIFE, AND 

MAY ENTER IN THROUG H THE GATES 1l\' TO THE C ITY." 2 

Then I saw in mv drea m that the shining men bid them ca ll 
at the gate : the which whel1l they did, some from a bo,ve looked 
over the gate, to wit, Enoch, Moses , and Eliiah, etc. , to' whom 
it was said, These pilgrims a re come from the City of Destruction, 
for the love that they bear to the King of this place: and then 
the pilgrims' g-ave in unto them each man his certificate, which 
they had received in the begil1lfling; those therefore were carried 
iJ1J to the King', who, whenJ he had read them, said, Where are 
the menl? T o wh'om it was answered, They are standing without 
the gate. The Kin.g then commanded te, opeJ1J the gate, "That 
the righteo>us.. natio n. (said he) that keepeth truth may en.ter in." 3 

Nmv I saw in mv dream that these two men wenlt in at the 
~ate ; and, IOI! as they enfered, they were transfigured; and they 
had raiment put on that shio.ne like gold. There were also· that 
met them with ha rps and crowns , an.d gave them to' them; the 
harps to praise w ithal, and the crowns in tokelll of honouu. Then 
I heard in my dream that all the hens. in' the City rang again for 
joy, and that if was said unto them, "Enter ye into the joy of 
out" Lord." I also heard the men themselves say that they sang 
with' a loud voice, saying, " Blessing , and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth llIJXI'J1J the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, for ever and ever." 4 

1 Re,'. xix . 9. 
3 IsH.. xxvi. 2. 

2 Rev. xxii . 14. 
4 Matt. xxv. 23 ; Rev. v . 13. 
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Now, just as the gates were opened to let in the men, I looked 
in after them, and behold, the City shone like the sunl; the streets 
also were paved with gold; and in them walked many men, with 
crowns oni their heads, palms illl their hands, and golden harps, to 
sing praises withal. 

There were also 0'£ them that had wings, and they answered 
one another without intermission, saying, Holy, ho.Jy, holy, is the 
Lord! And after that they shut up the gates: which when I had 
seen, I wished myself among them. 

SOl I awoke, and behold it was a dream. 
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Cbt OUt mission prtss. 
DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED. 

Date. Heceipt Date, Receipt Date. Receipt 
192/::1. No. £ s. d. 1928. No. " s. d. 192A. No, £ 

June 2. 16900 Iv U July 4. 169~:l D 0 July ~H. 17004 5 u 
4. 16901 4 0 U 

" 
16d84 2 0 17065 10 0 

5. 16902 1 1 0 ., 16985 16 3 " 3'0, 17066 1 1 0 

" 
16903 ~ 0 0 

" 
16988 Scotland 1 0 0 " 17067 5 2 0 

'0';. 16904 6 '5. 16987 5 0 17068 3 0 
7. 16905 0 16988 2 0 iii. 17069 15 6 

HmOtl 0 16989 1 2 0 " " 17070 2 0 0 
16907 5 () 16990 18 6 n071 10 0 

" 16908 7 G 16991 3 3 A{,;g. '2. 17072 Sl,eeial 0 0 
'il 16909 10 U 16992 5 " 3. 17073 10 0 U 

16910 2 2 0 16993 5 0 0 17074 1 0 0 
16911 2 ~ V 16994 0 '.\. 17075 6 
16912 10 0 16995 5 17076 1 0 0 
16913 13 0 " 16996 

Ne';'; 
2 9 

" 
17077 1 0 0 

16914 1 0 0 'ii, 16997 '7, 17078 2 0 0 
'g, 16915 5 U Zealand 22 0 " 8. 17079 ~ 6 

16916 5 0 16998 10 0 0 9, 17080 1 0 0 
16917 10 0 16999 II 0 .. 17081 1 10 0 

" 
ii. 16918 3 0 0 17000 7 9 ., l'i. 17082 5 j 

" 
16919 10 0 " 

17001 2 0 n 17083 R"oti~nd 10 0 
16920 5 0 17002 2 0 17084 I 12 9 

., Ii 16921 4 (j '7. 17003 :1 1 0 
" 

17085 4 0 
16922 Special 6 " 

17004 10 9 17086 5 0 0 

" 
14. 16H23 4 8 '9. 17005 7 

" 17087 1 0 0 
16924 5 2 0 17006 I 10 7 

" 
17088 1 7 0 

i~. 16925 111 (j 
" 17007 3 6 

" 
If,, 17089 2 2 0 

16920 Rcotland 14 0 li008 5 0 
" 

16 17090 2 0 0 
., l~. 16927 3 0 0 17009 I I 0 17091 5 0 

16928 10 6 " 
10. 17010 6 10 0 17092 0 U 

16929 2 6 17011 12 17093 5 0 
16~30 I 0 0 17012 25 0 0 17094 3 0 
16931 2 6 17013 I 0 0 

" 
17095 4 

" 
16932 0 0 17014 5 0 0 

" 17096 Special 16 0 
16933 6 0 17015 17 6 

" 
ik 17097 1 0 

" 
16934 8 1 17016 12 0 17098 0 0 

~'O. 16935 Spe~i"l 3 0 II 17017 1 0 0 17099 6 0 
16936 t;cotlallll 2 10 0 ii. 17018 0 17100 ~ 

16937 2 (I 17019 7 
" 

17101 
16938 2 0 U " 17020 16 0 

" 
17102 I~ 

16939 10 U " 
li021 5 0 17103 10 0 

16[140 I 811 " 1'2. 
17022 0 17104 2 0 

16941 10 0 17023 0 
" 17105 11 0 

" 
ii. 16942 1 15 8 " " 17024 Reotl'and 0 

" 
20. 17106 fi 0 

,. 16943 13 6 17025 0 22. 17107 1 0 U 

" 
16944 2 7 

" IS. 
17026 3 2 0 ~4. 17108 2 6 

22. ]6945 2 0 " 
17027 10 0 

" 17109 16 8 

" 
25. 16946 I 1 0 " 

17028 10 () 17110 10 9 
,. 16947 2 0 .. i4. 17029 3 8 17111 1 tl 0 

" " 
16948 10 6 " 17030 10 0 17]12 ? 0 

" " 
16949 5 0 " 

17031 3 6 2,1. 17113 10 0 
., 16950 4 0 " 

16, ]7032 17 u 
" 27. 17114 5 5 0 

2'6. 16051 0 0 
" 

17033 fi 1 ,. ]7Il5 5 0 

" 
16952 I 0 {; 17034 {RP~~ial Ii 0 ~'8. 17116 6 0 

,. 16953 .. 5 () . Scotland 10 10 Ii 17117 0 0 
16954 10 0 17035 f- 0 17Il8 r;;pecial 7 0 

27. 16955 i3pe~i'tl :!O 0 0 17036 10 II U.S.A. 10 III 

" 
16956 1 0 0 17037 12 , 17119 1 10 0 

" 
28, 16957 ] 0 0 17038 2 5 0 30. 17120 17 0 

" 
16958 I 14 0 17039 2 0 17121 1 0 0 

2V. 16959 2 0 " is. 17040 1 9 6~ 17122 5 0 0 
16960 1 0 0 " " 

17041 14 12 0 
" 

17123 3 17 0 
16961 2 0 ,. 17042 1 0 0 17124 2 6 
160u2 1 10 0 " 

Ii,. 17043 10 0 
" 

17125 100 0 0 
,. " 16P63 7 0 9 17044 3 4 7 :ii. 17126 1 1 0 

16964 10 0 17045 4 19 II 
" 

17127 10 2 
30. 16965 1 1 0 17046 2 0 

" 16966 6 0 17047 Spe~i"l 1 6 £.492 16 
" " 

2 
16967 2 6 " 

20. 17048 5 5 0 
J~iy '2. 16H68 lQ 0 17049 2 2 0 

16969 1 0 0 17050 fi 0 Genc1'lll Purposes--

16970 0 0 17051 5 0 Amounts already 
16971 5 0 " :ii. 17052 2 0 acknowledged 1089 11 \l! 
16972 3 0 " " 

17053 2 0 As above 447 19 2 

16973 1 () 
" 

17054 10 6 ----
16974 I I 0 " 2B. 17055 11 0 .£1537 11 Ii 
16975 10 0 " " 

17056 .. 5 0 

" " 
16976 H () 

" 
17057 10 0 SpeCial Purposes-

16977 13 () 17058 Hcotland 5 4 0 Amounts already 
'3. 16978 2 0 

" 
2'5. 17059 1 8 0 acknowledged 731 4 5 

" 
16979 10 {; 

" 
17060 Scotland 10 0 As ahove 44 17 0 

16980 9 8, 
" 

]7061 10 0 ---" 16981 4 0 27. 17062 Rcoti~nd 1 1 0 .£776 
" " '4. 16982 II 9 28. 17063 5 6 ~ 
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