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from st. francis d~ Salts. 
" That the multiplicity of affairs may not overwhelm 

you, or their difficulty trouble you, attend to them one 
by one as best you cant; and to do this, give your mind 

steadily to your work, though quietly and gently. It is, 

enough that you sincerely do your very best; neither oUir 

Lord nor common sense will call us to account for results 

or events: we are only responsible for steady, honest 

diligence in our work; that does depend upon ourselves, 

succes,s does not. " 

" If you would go on well, count any suggestion that 

you should change your place as, a temptation; for while 

your mind is looking elsewhere than upon your actual 

work it will never be thoroughly given to do the best 

where you are." 

" Some fruits are gathered earlier than others: let 

us leave God to reap His own harvest in His. own field. 
He takes nothing out o.f season. Nothing so hinders 

us in what we are doing as to be longing after s()me~ 

thing else: in so doing we leave off tilling our own field 

to drive the plough through our neighbour's land, where 

we must not look to reap any harvest; and this is mere 

waste of time." 
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DAKHLA OASIS (after crossing mountains from Kharga Oasis). 
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" Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVII. JANUARY, 1927. No. lOS. 

Editorial. 
(( Behold the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth 

pas seth over before you." -JOSHUA iii. 11.. 

(( The ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them in 
the three days' journey to search out a restin,; place for them." 

-NUMB. x. 33. 

(( My presence shall go with thee, and I 'will give thee rest." 
-EXODUS xxxiii. 14. 

(( Behold I go to prepare a place for YOU."-ST. JOHN xiv. 2. 

As we enter another year, the one desire of our hearts is to 
have the continual presence of the Lord J esUSI with us. 

The Ark was a symbol of His Presence, but He Himself was 
there. 

The ark held the covenant of God with His people. So 
sacred was it, as the casket containing the treasure without price, 
that a hasty touch of an ignorant man cost him his. life. 

It warns us of the danger of tampering with any part of the 
Word of Life. 

The· verse in the Book of Revelation which relates to the 
possibility of man taking- away from the words of the boO'k of 
this prophecy, is so terrible in its warning that we fear to think 
of the carelessness which is now sO' often shown in touching- the 
Holy Book. We would earnestlv draw attention to it afresh. 
" If any man shall take away from the wO'rds of the book of this 
prophecy, GO'd shall take away his part out O'f the book of life, 
and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written 
in this book." Unspeakable loss on earth, eternal loss in heaven. 

And if we treasure these words as God's revelation to us, we 
can say with the prO'phet, "Thy words. were fOUind, and I did eat 
them, and it was to me the joy and rejO'icillig of my heart." 

The various letters and reports which have reached us this 
month are somewhat of the same character but from many 
different places. 

We go to Beyrout and the Lebanon with Mr. Neve, of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society: to Trans Jordania with 
Douany, a Palestine colporteur: to the Oases of Karga and 
Dakhla, Olll the Egyptian frO'ntiers eastwards: and to Jerusalem 
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4 (( BLESSED BE EGYPT," 

with Mr. Michell. And ill' all these expeditiO'ns, the word of life is 
sown wherever it is PO'ssible to scatter the seed. We thank GOld 
for it. 
f) ) 

Several bOoOks are mentioOned which some o( our readers will 
be glad to procure, either from the Nile Mission Press in Cairo, 
or from the Secretary in England, Mr. J. L. Oliver, 22, Culverden 
Park Road, Tunbridge Wells. 

One O'f these, by Miss Trotter, "The Way of the SevenfQild 
Secret," price I / It, poost free, is a most beautifully written little 
book, which will have a heavenly message for Christians, as well 
as for MO's.!ems. 

, The Arabic edition, also one shilling, as yet Qinly half Qif the 
complete hook which will fo)low, might be sent by post to many 
Moslem seekers after God. 

These books are surely a gift of God to us,and it encourages 
us,to pray still more for gifts .of writing to be given to more of 
His children. "The all Arabic Reference Qur'an" is prepared 
toO help students and workers to know what passages of the Bible 
to tUrn to' in order to meet the arguments based O'n passages from 
the Qur'an. It may be obtained, price 7/-, from the Nile Mission 
Pres~, or the Beyrout Press. 

+ 

Cbt Ollt mISsIon prus. 

AGAIN \ve thank God for all His enabling 
power as we look back over the past 
quarter. Our letters from Egypt and 
elsewhere show us, without' any doubt, 

not only that the sowing is becoming very 
noti,ceable, but that also the signs which pre-
cede a harvest are becoming evident, . 

In this issue we print articles 
from two men who both gave" up 
their holiday months-the one' to 
visit two Oases of the Libyan Desert 
and the other to go t6' the much 
neglected mountainous' regions O'f 
Gilead, Moab and Edam. The 

articles tell their own story. 
W ehave to thank God also that the boycott 

which was put upon our Jerusalem bookshop WO'uld 
seem to be lifted, and numbers of people are now visiting the 
Depot. 'Prayer is asked, specially for conv.ersions . through the 
literature. 

\Vhilst Mr. Michell is helping Mr. Upson with his editorial 
work, Mrs. Michell has not been idle and has carried out a system 
of, tract distribution in many languages, besides visiting with 
Mrs. Upson amongst the women in the villages. I wish we 
could give an account, but it hils been deemed wiser not to print 
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'the~e very interesti~g visits, partly from the fact that the Press 
here is so keenly watched by Moslrms, and might lead to persecu­
tion. But we most earnestly commend these visits' to, the prayers 
of Oour friends, asking them to pray in faith, " nothing doubting." 

We are glad to be able to report also, that God has sent us 
in futlds,so that although, as I reported last quarter, one of the 
co-operating Societies has not been able to continue their support 
of the Colportage work in Egypt as strongly as heretofore, this 
amount has been given at meetings here at home.~, 

The new machinery is now in working order, and we can also 
report God's good hand upon the building, as, although a certain 
amount of damage was done through the boring processes next 
door, that danger would now seem to be past. 

Miss'Van Sommer and Miss Mollison reached Egypt'safely. 
Miss Van Sommer is now at "Fairhaven," and Miss Mollison 
is taking lessons in Arabic at the Study Centre, as well as helping 
Mr. Upson in his ,secretariat. In a recent letter Miss Mollison 
states: "The journey and my initiation here have been so full of 
interest, and new sights and sounds and ideas to be absorbed, 
that I still feel rather breathless ..... I thankGo,d with all 
my heart for all His goodness to me, and pray for grace to serve 
Him well and faithfully. The work is great, 'and grips one here 
in a way impossible at home ..... Everything is very full of 
interest-the extraordinary, mixture of beauty and dUlst, splen­
dour and poverty, and another thing is the SADNESS IN 
THE FACES OF THE WOMEN! Yet they all seem very 
friendly and kindly disposed to a poor foreigner who cannot talk 
to them. I long to know Arabic to get in touch with tltem. 
May God enable me to learn readily and thoroughly, and then give 
me grace to use the gift for His glory." 

One of the latest books we have published is a book primarily 
written for the Sufis by Miss Lilias Trotter. This we have trans­
lated into English. She has called it, "The Way of the Seven­

fold Secret," a book for" Twilight Souls." This we are selling 
in England at 1/-, plus postage I!d. vVe shall be glad to supply 
.a copy to any of our friends in the Homeland who would like to 
forward it to friends in Moslem lands with a view to getting it 
known. 

One other matter calls for notice' in this issue. The Execu­
tive Committee, realising that if they are to extend their work, 
as seems essential, the Home Staff would need' strengthening, 
have added the Rev. T. W. Mason as a further deputation 
Secretary, and they accord to him a warm welcome: He is at 
present seeking to obtain openings in Scotland, and again I 
would urge the need fOor 'fresh openings at hOome to tell of the 
work. 

Persia still lies before us, with its urgent call, but for the 
moment the Committee, though acknowledging the need, have 
neither men nor funds to start a bookshop or colportage work. 
For the present therefo,re, the method must be to use existing 
Missions to propagate the literature. A special fOount Oof Persian 
type has been acquired and literature is being prepared. 

There are two needs which I, specially wish to lay upon yOou 
in this issue. The need for continued prayer for the Sudan. The 
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6 u BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

MissiO'ns Qccupying the Sudan at the moment are finding matters 
very difficult, but we have felt guided to. sendQur ColpQrteur 
BulQS there fQr six mQnths trial. NO' report is t0' hand, save that 
he has arrived. He will need special prayer fDr this trip, and the 
literature he leaves behind will need to. be prayed intO' life. 

The Qther need is fQr a EurQpean to. take the 0'versight Qf the 
cQlpQrtage work in Egypt. He will need to. knQw how to. drive 
and understand the mechanism O'f the new car which has just been 
given fQr this wQrk, as well, Qf course, as having a real IQve for 
the sDuls Qf men. 

A lady wO'rking at DO'nhavur was recently at a meeting I 
held Qn the SQuth co.ast. She infDrmed me that they have 
MQslems in their neighbDurhood, and wQndered if we CQuid give 
her anything that might be put into. Tamil. I was so. glad to' be 
able to. give her cQpies Qf several Qf Qur booklets in English, with 
the glad permission to. issue them in that language. 

I WO'uid specially like to' thank thQse of you who. have been 
uphQlding the deputatiQn wQrk in prayer. There has CQme into. 
the meetings this autumn a very real sense Qf the Presence Qf 
GO'd. A deeper interest is being taken in the whO'le Dut1QDk Qf 
N.M.P., and the letters received after the meetings have again 
and again been full Qf praise. Let us take Qur maps and study 
them Qn our knees, and let us hear GQd saying to' us, as to. 
Abram Qf Qld, "Lift up nDW thine eyes and IQDk frQm the place 
where thQU art, nQrthward and sQuthward, and eastward and 
westward: FQr all the land which thQU seest, to. thee will I give 
it." And in simple faith let us dare to' believe GQd as Abram 
did. The desire fQr the WO'rd Qf GOod in many cases is tQld ina 
recent happening left us by an outgQing missiQnary the Dther 
day. He had taken Qur PQrtio.nettes by the thDusand, seeking to. 
get into. Arabia. The place is immaterial, save Qnly -that it was 
"acrQss JQrdan." A native, having alighted frDm his camel, 
was studying a booklet. The wind playfully snatched it away 
and blew it far Qut into. the desert, but the man WQuid not so. 
easily lose his treasure. Leaving camel and goods, he fled after 
it, and although he had far to' gO', he chased that booklet until it 
was r~cDvered, bringing it back, lamenting that it had received 
a small tear in its jQurney. vVhat had given the man the strange 
persistency to' fDllDW a piece Df paper? Surely we canl trace 
here the urging O'f the Spirit Df GOod. He had felt the drawing 
Qf Him Who. said, "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto. Me." 

You ask me, "Was the man converted? "-1 do. nO't knO'w-­
but of this I am sure, that whether nO'rthward, sQuthward, east­
ward Dr westward, the same eager desire to' posisess and read Dur 
literature, yes, and even to. hQld it the mQst preciDus possessiDn, 
is taking place. "Pray ye therefQre." 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge vVells. 

• 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 
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"i3LESSED BEEGY!'T. jj 

"Can 60d? . . .. Can fit? tJ 

DEAR WORKER IN THE LORD'S LAND, I WRITE to "" you, a> , fellow-Ch,i",","" to give yow 

. 
sympathy. and prayer-support to our brother, Ibrahim 
J ameel, at the new Bihle and Book DepOt, Khan~ez-Zeit, 

...." inside Damascus Gate, J elUsalem. He and we mu·s·t 
" advance upon our knees .. " Can you help us:? 

As perhaps you know, ours was for a time~just after the 
War-the only book depOt for Palestine for religious books; Mr. 

Plan of Jerusalem (inside the Walls). 

Forder took charge of it for a time, but his health was precarious, 
and finally he left. Ours is still the Arabic sUipply depOt, and 
we have some English books, such as Schofield Bible, etc. But 
WI ; have for a long time wished to get right inside the old ' city 
wail of Jerusalem, in one of those streets. where 5,000 Arabic­
speaking people pass in a morning. 

How we engaged' in a ten days.' stiff campaign, hOlw \ve won 
through:-how new methods were started by "The OppoSition, " 
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"·BLESSED BE EGYPT!! 

-all this, is rather a long story. Suffice it to say, that after it 
had been decreed that nobody showd let to us, God answered 
prayer, and, at the eleventh hour, we brought away a legal con­
tract for twO' years. The MosJems of that quarter-it is, entirely 
Arabic-speaking-now think that our God cannot deliver us' oUit 
of their hand, for they have banded themselves together to prevent 
anyone from entering. 

" Can God? .... Can He? " 
See Psalm lxxviii. 19. Can God give us the table (the book 

depot) ? Some of lLS believed He could. And He did. Halle­
lujah. 

But nO'w see verse 20. "Can He give bread alsOl?" Can 
He do yet! more? Can He break down the boycott and send to 
us firs<tly Christians, and Jews, and then Moslems,? 

" Can God? .... Can He? " 
He is' going to give us' a great victo,ry at Jerusalem and in 

Palestine and Transjordanl, and when you attend (or pray for) 
the Mission Conference in March, 1928, if you really believe in 
the message and power of "four-square" evangelistic literature, 
you will greatly rejo,ice with us. But the way to' praise then is 
tJ pray now! May we ask you to remember this special effo,rt 
(in the heart of the Arab quarter). Pray for the Peace of 
Jerusalem. 

Yours in the King's Service, 
ABDUL-FADY (ARTHUR T. UPSON), 

Dire-ctor Nile Mission Press. 

P.S.-The map shows how to find us. We are only forty 
0, fifty yards from Damascus Gate (Bab El-Amood), but oUir street, 
KhaIli-ez-Zait, has a somewhat obscure entrance: it then runs· due 
south straight to the bazaars, crossing the Via Dobrosa. Ask 
for Khan-ez-Zait. 

N.B.-One of the chief attractions, atl the N.M.P. Bible 
Depot at Khan-ez-Zait will be-when: publi~hed, in Octobe["­
Miss 1. Lilias Trotter's new En,glish book fo,r " mystical" Chris­
tians" Moslems and others. The first three chapt.ers have already 
appeared in Arabic, and the other four will follow shortly. But 
the n:ew book referred too here is the English of the who,le seven 
chaptersi• It is called "The Sevenfo,ld Secret," and coons,ists 
of a mystical commenta.ry upon the Great Words of OIur LO'rd 
iIll St. John's Gospel. The book will be, bound up for about 15-18 
piastres, and suitable fOir either (a) tOi translate to OIther languages, 
0:- (b) tOi present tOi English-reading friends, whOi do not mind 
hearing the message when they think it is, originally intended 
for " the other man " ! 
. The Arabic is now on sale for 2 piastres. 

But the best looking book-fOir pres,entation to, a thinking 
man, educated in mission schools, whether Moslem, Jew or Chris­
tiaIll--is the new edition of Professor Camegie Simpson's " Fact 
of Christ." A coloured border to every page. Come and inspect 
it at the end of this month. 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

DEAR MR. UPSON, 

Dtws from Cblna. 
cjo Mrs. S. J. Mills, 

Nanikil1ig, China, 

25th October, 1926. 

9 

ANK you so much for your letter of good cheer. Thank 
you also for the privilege of being the local secrctari"es 
for distribution of Arabic literature (in China). We 
want to be used in any way we canl in this, great work. 

To-day I visited the largest mosque in Nanking. It is al!"o 
the newest. It is not decorated with Alabaster, like Mohammed 
Ali's., but it has all the woodwork of camphor wood. It is not 
as large as t:hos~ in Cairo. Whereas the mosque and bath-house 
cover considerable area, the actual wo'rsnip hall is smaller than 
first-floor space' of the Nile Mission Press', Not large, but when 
you consider this is only one of twenty-seven mosques in a popu­
lation of JOO,ooo people, it is not bad. The ahon[[ was very kind 
to me, and altlroug-h he hardly knew what I said or wanted, he 
was very kind. When I came into the. building he was chanting 
his prayers in his quarters in Arabic. When I asked him if he 
knew Arabic, he replied in Chinese that he could not gpeak in 
Arabic, Dr. R. E. Speer, who is here this week, is going down 
t,) the mosque on Thursday with me. 

I took on the trip with me some Arabic tracts, which I bought 
at the Pres,s,. At Aden we gave some to the boatmen, and they 
were very much pleased to receive them. 

At Colombo I went into the large mosque there, and also 
b a bookstore across the street from it. There I bought a small 
Arabic book, and at the same time gave out to the large crowd 
about a dozen of the tracts. 

At Penang I visited two of the mosques, and gave out' litera­
ture at both of them. In Singapore we had a similar experience. 

In Shanghai, Mr. Isaac Mason was very kind to us' and gave 
us a g-reat deal of help, One day he took us to two mosques:, 
one that Dr. Zwemer had visited when in: China. At another 
mos'que we visited was an ahong who had been t'O. Cairo" and 
had met' Dr. Zwemer. As he speaks Arabic and English, I want 
to send him an Arabic book, if you could help select one. 

Practically all my Arabic tracts are ,gone. It is !;mJy among 
the Ahongs (sheikhs) that we find IJ1eu that can read Arabic. 
Maybe it will be different. after a while. I will let you know 
what I find, and what, use can be made 0,( Arabic. . 

Elizabeth joins, me in sending our best regards to you and 
all our friends. 

Yours in His Service, 
CLAUDE L. PICKENS. 

P.S.-I would like some more Arabic tracts for use here In 

Nanking. 
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to (( BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Cbt fourtb Watcb. 

lijILENCE, darkness, chill. These are the marks of the 
~ fourth watch in its early stages and for long in its course, 
~ for in the south, night reigns into the hours where dawn 

is already creeping above the northern horizon. The 
sunrise of these lands Seems strangely sudden to unaccustomed 
eyes. Indigo thins the purple black of the sky, fades into pallor, 
and glows into gold as you watch it. 

All around tells us that we are in the last watch of Islam's 
long night. The chill and duinbness were still lying changeless 
on the lands when some of us first came out. The dawn is not 
here yet, but the air is vibrating with that stir that all we who 
have kept night watches know in the world of nature. It is hardly 
sound, it is more as if the world had turned in its sleep. 

There is not one of us who needs telling how Islam is showing 
in every land the response to this indefinable stir. May we not 
look, in these days when all moves with such rapidity, to see the 
closed eyelids begin to quiver as the dawn wells up. And if it 
should be before Christ comes that the sunrise of spiritual awaking 
rushes up into the sky as it rushes up in the southern countries, 
it will be one of the most wonderful things that the Church of 
Christ has ever seen. 

Whether that awaking may come before or after, it cannot 
bl:' long delayed; for the fourth watch of the night is wearing on, 
and "in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them." 

" Even s.o come, Lord Jesus." 
I. L. T. 

+ 

Cwo OaSt5 Of £tbpan nUut. 
Report of an Evangelistic Trip to Dakhla 

and Kharga Oases. 

FEEL God has been wanting me to introduce 
.f:}~~!<4N.tal His Bible tn Kharga and Dakhla Oases ever 

since the beginning of this year 1926. Con­
sulting those who are more experienced and 
ol~er than I, they encouraged me and praised 
t~ proposal. So I began to think of the 
11'er::essary expenses and submitted the same to 
those whose hearts are in God's wo-rk. The 
Nile Mission Press, Cairo, kindly offered to 

pay travelling expenses as well as to give some hundreds- of tracts 
and books for free distribution. 

The month of June, 1926, being my holiday, I left on Monday 
evening, 31st May, and reached EI-Mowasla Junction on Tuesday 
morning, [st of JUDe, at 6 o'clock. Then I took the Oasis train, 
which, in my opinion, is the worst of all Egyptian railway lines, 
being irregular and uncomfortable. I reached Kharga station 
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U BLESSED BE EGYPT." II 

at 3 p.m. the same day, and went to a small hotel, where I spent 
all the days I was at' Kharga. 

On Wednesday, 2nd of June, I visited the Go'Vernment offices, 
where I found nice buildings, built after the European style, 
lighted with electricity, and surrounded with gardens. These 
buildings are specially built for the Governorate, Po.Jice Stations, 
and residences of high officials, each according to his rank I 
visit'ed the Governor, who gladly welcomed me and promised to 
offer me every help. I therefore thanked him and offered him 
the Bible and some other books and tracts, which he accepted 
with thanks and praised the American Mission for educating the 
people. He asked me onJy one question;: " Why have you come 
here?" And I replied, " To preach the Gospel here and at Dakhla 

RUINS IN KHAl!GA OASIS. 

Oases (D. V.)." then visited the clerks-all Christians-and 
told them my object. They were all astonished, not having seen 
an,yone before coming for a religious purpose, and I told them 
that I was prepared at all times to hold meetings with the magic 
lantern;. 

The following day they (accompanied by friends) visited me 
at the hotel, and I showed them the Story of Daniel on the magic 
lantern.. While they were going out of the hotel the Omda 
requested me to ho,ld a meeting in his! house, which I accepted 
with pleasure, and held three meetings there. 

A few days later I took a donkey and went to Ganah, three 
hours south of Kharga (twelve miles south), where I ha~de~ the 
Omda, the Sheikh and the Mazoon some of our free publicatIOns, 
and I took a rest for three hours in view of the great heat. In 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

the afternoon I left Ganah fOil' BQlulac, three hours sQluthward 
(twelve miles,), and I arrived there at sunset; then I vis,ited the 
Omda, where I met some Q1f the inh'abitantSl, tOi whOim I Q1ffered 
some Qf Q1ur free publications. I slept fO'r Q1ne hQur, and as it is 
impossible to travel during the day, Gwing to the excess of heat, 
I jGined the caravan, and we started again at J I p. m., and we 
cO'ntinued our journey until sunrise, using the PO'le Star to guide 
us.' When we reached Kharga I kept to' my bed at the hotel for 
three days, as I was excesslively tired. 

Then I visited Ezbet El Berber, where there is an old chapel, 
in which' the ancient Egyptians seem to' have been wO'rshiping 
the monkey, whose picture was found engraved at different parts 
of the chapel. It is called" Ibis Chapel," as I was told by the 
Ghaffirs. Inside this chapel there are twenty pillarsl and abO'ut 
eight pictures of the monkey. Also we found three p,ictur'es of 
the plO'ugh, and a picture of a ship in the river. Near the eastern 
gate we saw the picture of a table with plates and cups. I then 
took a photG of the chapel and returned to' Khar'ga. 

The follO'winl!; day I went to' the oldest mosque at Kharga, 
to the south O'f the oasis; the basement of its, minaret resembles 
a small room (it may be the chapel of an O'ld CGPtic church). 
Inscribed Q1n a piece of wood the year 641. The builders O'f this 
mGsque are Annan Mohammed Annan, Ahmed Aly Abdel Latif, 
Abu el Sedan Ibn Ahmed and his son Ahmed, Issa Abdel Rehim 
Ricab, Abdel Kader Mibader and EI Khatib Mohammed Aly EI 
MOiazen. It seems to' me they must have been the first whO' 
embraced the Mohammedan religion. In another room behind 
the mO'sque there is an ark cO'vered with green cloth, like the ark 
of a sheikh, and I learned from a native that this ark is carried 
on the I sth of Shaban each year on a camel thrO'u~h the streets, 
foUO'wed by drum players (like the Kiswa), and char'ity is given 
to the poor. • 

On my way back to' the hO'tel I passed by EiIlJ el Dar, where 
the inhabitants draw drinking water. TQI this source of water 
the Government hasi provided;] reservoir and brass, pipes. Water 
from this source is given free. 

I then paid my bus fmes to' Dakhla, which is 200 kilO's (130 

miles) north-west of the hill. 

The JOlwney to Dakhla,. 

vVe started O'n Friday, the I Lth of June, in a caravan of four 
buses, at 5 p. m., and we had to cross the hill situated between 
Kharga and Dakhla Oases. \'Ve proceeded westward, where we 
met high cliffs crowned with black stones and sands, and where 
O'ur eyes were dazzled by the sun, which was, abO'ut tG set. 

After sunset we were in need of it for guidance, O'wing to> the 
dark, as travelling with a motor-car in a desert by night is risky. 
During this journey I suffered much, as the cars were unfit fm 
the purpose, and their drivers possessed little experience. On 
several occasions the cars were out of repairs, and we stopped 
to put them in repair, until we crossed with great difficulty the 
most difficult part of the joumey, called" El-Gho>rab. " 

After crossing this part, at IO p.m., the expert (guide) O'rdered 
us to take rest and tea, of which they are very fond. After an 
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hour's reSit the guide ordered us to renew our journey, which was 
very tiring, being made by night, and with cars unfit for the pur­
pose. \Vhen the car went out of repair, the guide and the driver 
made great efforts· to repair it, but in vainl j so we slept on the 
sand by the side of the car until it was again put in order. The 
other cars proceeded on their journey, while we remained for our 
car to be repaired until the dawn, when the repairs were effected, 

" HAVE YOU NOBODY '['0 SEND '['0 US? " 

Girls and Women In one of the Oases of Libyan Desert 
(only a few days from Egypt). 

so we also proceeded eas.ily upon the plateau, where there were 
no stones. This place was called" Mirmah e1 Khail," and when 
we reached the end of this part we found the other cars waiting for 
us. So we proceeded together till we reached" Wadi el Kala'a," 
at 9 a.m., Saturday, 12th of June. The guide ordered us to stop 
for breakfast. 
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After two hours' rest the guide ordered us to renew our 
journey; it was very hot, and we crossed this part of the mountain 
with difficulty, as this was the place where people and camels die 
of the great heat and thirst. We saw s.everal carcases of men 
and camels. Althoug'h the mountain was dark, yet they call this 
place "Wadi el Hamra" (red valley). At this place we had 
passed half the journey, and the guide was telling us that here 
they buried " So-and-So," and there they buried "So~and-So," 
who died of thirst. The view of the dead camels was very toulCh­
ing, and travellers on hearing this took great care of their drinking 
pots as if they contained a treasure, and they filled them from the 
water of the cars, taking no notice of the odour of benzine. 

We continued our journey until 2 p.m., when our car stopped 
again, so we started to feel the danger we were inl, as the travellers 
of the other cars said, if this car stopped anO'ther time they would 
be obliged to abandon us. The inevitable happened, and our car 
stopped, so the other cars proceeded, with the gu~de among them, 
leaving us behind. The driver of our car did all he could from 
2 to 5 p.m., but failed tor put our car right, so I asked about the 
remaining part of the journey, and was told one quarter of the 
route (about 50 kilos), which camels. could crosrS, in one day, to 
reach the to,wn where the Government is located. I said, " I don't 
care for Government offices, " but I ask hO'w far to' reach the culti­
vated land; so' they told me if one walks from here he shall reach 
the cultivated land at midnight. So I asked my companions to 
leave the car and our luggage and gO' Oill foot, as it is· better for 
us to save ourselves than to remain for OUlf luggage and die of 
thirst and hunger. But they flatly refus.ed, with the exceptiO'n O'f 
one man, aged fifty. So we left our luggage inl the car and carried 
our water potSi and my Kodak and proceeded on foot, following 
the trace left by the other cars, which, if it is. not followed, one 
wOUild go astray in the mountains.. We proceeded, full of fear, 
as we were crossing the mountain by n~ght our foot, with no guide 
but the trace of the cars·; but the Almighty guided us, and at 
about IO p.m. I noticed a light, and sho,wed it to my friend, who 
told me it might be a town; but after a quarter of an hour I heard 
the sound of a car, so I thanked God, Who had s.enrtr us· help. 

A little later the car approached, and I stopped inl front of it 
tc) draw the attention of its. driver to us., otherwise they would 
leave us behind and proceed with their journey. I then Slaw the 
driver and the guide coming back to us for help j so they told us 
to get into the car and go with them to the place where the car 
out of repair is to be found; but I replied there is no need for 
us to go back. They they said, "You may meet with wild 
animals. " I replied, " God would preserve us." Then they asked 
if we had wate'r, and we replied in the affirmative. Then the 
driver told me that when I left the car I left in it two koBas full 
of water, and he delivered them to me and laughed; sO' I told 
them, "Do. yoU! know that when God led Moses and the people 
of Israel out! of Egypt, He used to. drop to' them the:r meals from 
heaven?" And I explained to them the rest of the story, and 
thanked God. 

So they went back, and we waited, while my companion fell 
fast asleep; but I, from fear, placed the tinr by my side, to make 
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a noise with it, in case I saw a wild animal. But, thanks to' God, 
the two cars came to us, and I waked my sleeping companion, 
and, getting into the cars, we drove at full speed. We reached 
the first town in the Dakhla Oasis, caIled Tanida, at 2-30 a. m., 
where we slept tiIl sunrise, when we thanked God for safe arrival. 

Being hungry, we searched for sometHing to eat, but found 
nothing, and our bread having dried up thJ;ough the heat, our 
traveIlers thought of tea, which I dislike. But God supplied our 
needs, and sent us a milk-seIler; so I told my friends to bUly this 
milk to mix it with tea, but they refused, so I bought it for myself 
and drank it without tea. Then we left Tanida to' Mutt, where 
there is a Police Station (this fi1arkaz was not taken by the 
Sennous,i during the war), and we left the two towns. of Esment 
and Mas.sara, and we crotSs.ed a vaIley near the town of Belat, 
caIled " Belat VaIley," where gazelles are abundant. 

When we reached the Police Station, I met the Ma'mour, 
who had been a scholar at the American schools in Lower Egypt, 
and who studied the Bible when young, so I offered him a copy 
a:;;. a present, which he accepted with thanks, promising me to read 
it. I then stopped at the house of the Dakhla chief clerk. As 
I could not find any inn, I remained there for one week only, 
although the oasis is a vast one. I then returned, but the journey 
was less difficult, and the cars did not stop, so we reached Kharga 
in twenty-two hours only. 

On reaching Kharga I took the train, which leaves the oas,is 
once a week, so I arrived here safe, thanking God for all help. 
Blessed be His Name. 

REPORT ON DISTRIBUTION. 

No. of boo,ks. 

35 sold for P. T. 208. Bibles and portions of the American 
Bible Society, Cairo. 

120 sold for P.T. 175. Books and tracts from Nile Mission 
Press" Cairo. 

I I 15 Books, and tracts, free, from N.M.P., Cairo. 

About eight public lantern services, with 20 to 30 men present 
at each. 

A Final Word. 
I raise my vo,ice cordially to thank God, ""ho, for the spread 

of His Gospel, provided me with everything, and preserved me 
an,d brought me back safely. I also ask the Almighty to bless 
all those who helped me financially or with their prayers, such 
as the American Mission and the Nile Mission Press, who shared 
the expenses and offered the books; also the American Bible 
Society, whO' did the same; also other friends and acquaintances. 

(Sgd.) GOHAR THOMAS, Evangelist, 

Adawia, Boulac, Cairo. 
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A Qeport of an Evangelistic-Colportage Journey on the Mountains 
(Transjordan). 

[NOTE.-Ibrahim Ell'. Dowany. now an evangelist of the German Carmel 
Mission-which is quite evangelical-volunteered to Mr. Upson to give up his 
summer holiday to evangelise Moab and Gilead. M,. Upson at length agreed 
to his suggestion and, vndertook the expenses to the extent of L.E. 10. 
Ibrahim was accompanied by Rev. Heinrici. Some of the details of one 
incident have been purposely omitted.] 

'i' Aug. 16. 
HEY hired two seats in a taxi going to· Jerusalem vi(J, 

Nablus. Their other companions were two Jews-one 
a Pole, and the second from Aleppo--who w.e·re going 
on a pilgrimage trip to Jerusalem. Dowany took the 

opportunity of speaking with them on the thirst of the soul. See~ 
ing by the side of the road Jacob's well, at which Jesus said: 
"Whosoever drin,keth of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst" (John iv. 14), Dowan.y pointed to the well, and 
related that incident with the Samaritan woman. And the result 
was hopef\1l1, for both Jews promised to study the New Tes,tament. 

Aug. 17 & 18. Having stocked themsdves with boo.ks from 
our Khan-ez-Zait Book DepOt, Dowany took a few of these and 
strolled through the streets preaching the Word. Near the 
Mosque of the Rock (Omar) he held an interesting chat with two 
sheikhs and sold some books. On the day following, Dowany 
took some Hebrew Scriptures from the Bible DeJX>t and went to 
the Jewish quarter, where he sold some books, and preached the 
Word and bare witness toourLord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
In the Afternoon, coming to the Church of the Resurrection, he 
salaamed some sheikhs sitting near the gates., and began con­
versing with them on the glad tidings of the Gospel, touching 
in his chat on the controversial problems of crucifixion, resurrec­
tion and sonship, etc. He left after staying with them about 
one hour and a half, and the sheikhs bought from him some tracts. 
BOith evangelists had many ccmvers·a:tions, dUiring that day in the 
coffee shops and through the streets. 

Aug. 19. They hired two seats in a four-seater bus, bound 
to Salt (TransjO'rdan). Their twO' other companions, who were 
this. time from J emsalem, heard the glad tidings OIf salvation by 
reading and preaching, and at the end bought some tracts . 

.41tg. 21. They strolled through the streets with their,books, 
and complied with many calls in the shops to hold meetings and 
anlswer questions,. Dowany related an incident of a Mohammedan 
youth, who bought some books for one shiUing and s,ixpence after 
having heard a little about Christ. A little after, this young man 
came running back, intending to return, his purchase, as, some 
of his co-believers, seeing him buy them, cO'mpelled him, by an 
O'ath, to return them. Dowany prayed for light tOi penetrate his 
heart, and spent about one hour and a half co'lwersing with him, 
tiH tihe youth felt the gall of his. sin and showed his intention to 
betake himself to· Christ. But, he said, as he had given an oath 
to return the books" he felt he must. Dowall(Y agreed to this, 
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handing to him instead the best book in the world, viz., the Holy 
Bible, and explaining to him in the meantime as briefly as pos­
sible some of its histo.rical and moral contents, etc. But as the 
youth could not afford, at the time, to pay the difference in the 
price, Dowany returned to him his, money, and presented him 
with a copy of one of our tracts. And thus the young. man 
departed, much gratified. 

They spent the afternoon in. walking round, till they met an 
educated Egyptian Mohammedan youth, who. was longing to 
hear the Word. He asked them many questio.ns, and requested 
them to meet him in some place of security. And, in the Ameri­
calli Alliance Mission, they did. After speaking with him and 
someone else abo.ut two hours, the cultured youth spoke out his 
desire for baptism. Whereupon they introduced him to the 
Alliance Mission and departed. 

A.ug. 22, Sunda,y. Dowany preached twice in the Alliance 
Church. They visited Dr. Harrison and others of the C. M. S., and 
the priests of the Greek Orthodox Church, where an interestiIllg 
discussioili arose between them and the chief priest about" COilifes­
sioili of Sins," " Intercession of Saints," etc., etc. 

Aug. 23. They sold a few books and preached to many 
people. At 2 p.m. they took seats in a taxi to. Amman, talking 
to their fellow-travellers on the way and selling to them some 
tracts. At Amman * they walked till night, and at the hote~ they 
spoke to the many people who came to have their dinner or sleep 
for the night, and sold to them many tracts. 

Aug. 25. They too.k their· seats in a taxi to Kerak, t with 
three men and two. wOomen. On their way they came to a Bedawiri 
village, called Dab-a. As the car halted, our friends went to where 
the BedawiIll men and women were seated, and spoke to them: 
Dowany read to them part of the Sermon on the Mount, com­
mented on it, warned them of their sins, and showed them that 
Jesus Christ could grant them salvation. He spoke simply to 
them for half aili hour, presenting to fill who could read some 
portions of the Bible. 

Arriving at Kerak, they called on Mr. Shaw, the American 
missionary; but, as he was absent at the time, his, servant offered 
them rest and bedding for the night. After a little rest they tQQk 
some bQoks and walked around the place, selling to some and 
preaching to many. After supper they arranged a meeting for 
six Christians and three Mohammedans,. So humble and 
touched were they, that they ended by fervent prayer on their 
knees! ' 

Aug. 26. In one of the towns they came to a came:l's-hair 
tent. Seeing many men and women ass.embled, they threw to' 
them their salaams, and, being invited to sit, they began preach­
ing to them eamestly for an hom. All passers-by would stand 
and listen. Again two men invited them to another tent, crowded 
by many people ready to listen. For two hQ,u:rs they spoke, read, 
and sold to them some tracts. 

And while speaking to some other company, Dowany, seeing 
a Mohammedan physician passing by, pointed to him and said: 
" As this physician gives his prescriptions after testing the sick, 

,. The capital,-on Mts. of Moab. j South corner of Dead Sea (EdQll!).~. 
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we spiritual physicians call all spiritual sick throu.gh sin to' accept 
our prescription and follow the way of salvatiDn, which is (accord­
ing to our practical experience) the best medicine for such malady, 
through Jesus Christ; and he cited to them some Quranic verses 
that refer to this. vVhereupon this physician called them to his 
clinic, where they spent some time with him and another sheikh 
in religious discuss.ions, comparison of Christianity and other 
so-called religions, and departed after leaving him some Scripture 
portions. 

In the afternoon they went to the bazaar, where a great 
company of Mohammedans were assembled, who asked them to 
sit down. Then Dowany began to describe to them some of the 
books, and told them a story Df an affectiDnate man ralllSoming 
his brother with all his wealth. Then he described to them the 
mis,erable state of humanity, and how all became, through sin, 
bond-slaves to Satan, and how JesuS' Christ, the affectionate 
brother of each one of U&, ransomed us by a dear ransom, namely, 
His own dear Self. While he waS reasoning with them like this, 
the judge came and said, " You are not: allowed to preach her'e in 
the streets, nor to' sell these books of yours," and took some books 
from Dowan~'s hand, who answered him: " Our Lo'rd and Master 
Jesus Christ has, commanded us to go into all the world and pt"each 
the Gospel to every creature. And hence we, in obedience to 
His: command and fDr hve of our fellow-brethren, in humanity 
come here to preach the Word. Moreo,ver," he continued, " these 
books: that we S'.ell are very he1p.fut" 

Al1Id he began' to describe some of them, when the sheikh 
said: " I dOl know you, and, therefO're, I order you, in the name 
of the Government, not tD speak to anyone." And immediately 
called a policeman, and ordered him to take them to the police 
statio'l1l. Arriving there, and the Police InspectQir happening tQi be 
an Orthodox Christian:, hearing that they were evangelists., called 
the policeman who brought them, and asked him who seilit them, 
and why, and whether these men's religion was a secret one, like 
the Druzes, that they should be compelled to hide it. . . . . 
Dowany answered: "Being under the Arabian Government of 
the just Amir Abdullah, and subject tQi the British Mandate in 
Palestine, shQiuld we not enjoy religious. fr'eedom? And would 
the judge be prevented if he started preaching the Mohammedan 
religion and calling all men to believe in his, prophet? Neverthe­
lesSi, if you must rreeds. prevent us" know then that we have been 
senti by our Society, not for sport or enjoyment, but to preach 
the Gospel and sell O'ur religious books'; fO'r thi!> we ask you to 
kindly give us an Qifficial notice of prevention, 1'01 preseilit to OUir 
Mission. " The officer answered: "I have not prevented you, 
but it is jjhe judge who has. " Dowan~ said: " Let the judge then 
give us- this, written order. " Whereupon the officer took a hand­
ful of books and went tD the District Governorr and laid befQire 
him their case. Then the latter officially o·rdered the inspectQir 
to set them free at once, and return to them their books, as it 
was impossible and illegal to set the order of prevention in black 
and white. Thus they went thanking God Who gave them wis­
dom, as, He prQimised, to regain their liberty. 

In the evening they arranged a meeting for some of the 
Christians. Next moming they called on the Governor, but as it 
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was Friday they could not see him. At 3-30 p.m. they resumed 
their journey. Their taxi companions were, this time, two 
Bedouins and an official, who all had the opportunity to hear fully 
the Gospel message', for the taxi tires bur'st on the way! They 
had some difficulty in finding a bedding for the night, as the hotels 
were full of vi'sitors, and they arrived as late as, 12 o'clock at 
night. 

Aug. 28. They called on Miss Graves, the American mis,... 
sionary at Medaba,* and the R.C. priest. Then they went preach­
ing till late in the afternoon, when they were called by the Govern­
ment authorities to the police station. Dowany laid the books 
before the Governor, and in the meantime showed him the way 
of salvation, described to him the Christian's duty to,wards his 
Moslem nei,ghbour, and related to him what had befallen them. 
The Governor was touched, and showed readiness, to help them 
in anything required. Thuts were they given gr'ace and granted 
respect, as God promised. 

Aug. 29, Sunday. Dowany preached thrice in the Alliance 
Church. 

Aug. 30. To Amman. They walked around preaching till 
finding a taxi at: 10-30 a. m., they hired two seats in it, as the 
0'wner told them that the car was waiting for one traveller, who 
would come direc1Jly, and would start: the minute he came. But 
they waited more than two hours" then, seeing the people crowd 
about them, they made 0'f the car a pulpit, and began t0' speak 
onl the way of salvati0'n through Jesus Christ. They also read 
t.) them a little and sold to them some tracts. 

Aug. 31. They went to the restaurant to have their break­
fast. Seeing some Arabs there, and viewing on the wall a 
KUlranic verse, viz., I I God is forgiving, benevolent," Dowany 
cited it loudly to them and said: "God is also most rig0'mm;, in 
judgment. " One of them of a commanding mien, that: showed 
that he was, one of the Arab princes, replied: I I God is most 
rigorous in judgment to' those who disobey Him." Dowany said: 
" All have disobeyed Him and f0'llowed sin and Satan." Then 
he po,inted out to them the only salvation through Jesus, and 
called them to come to God and reject their iniquity. Then the 
Amir asked them to visit his Arabs further south. Again they 
resumed their journey to AI-HosH, where they called on Rev. 
Phillips in the evening, who asked Dowany tOi give the evening 
message. He did. His· message was, on II Pride." 

Sept. 1. They went to the fields, and finding some people 
come and crOlwd about them, they read to them two chapters from 
the Bible, commented on them, and ended by prayer. Then they 
walked through AI-Ho~:;.n, arranging meetings fo'r crowds, speak­
ing with individuals, and selling some tracts, mostly M0'ham­
medans. In the street people crowded about them, and Dowany 
spoke to them. In the evening they arranged a meeting for many 
wOlmen and men. Then, while walking again in the village, they 
were called to a house, where they found fOlur Bedouins, to whom 
they told the full story of redemption. 

Sept. 2. They were called to a house to unfold the Gospel 
of Redemption. The audience, women and men" were listening 

.. Near Mt. Nebo (Pisgah) where Moses viewed the land, across Jordan. 
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attentively. They ended by prayer. During the day they went 
O'n their business preaching, and as they could nO't get a taxi 
there, they ordered one frO'm Arbad, and went to Jerash,':' in com­
pany with one MO'hammedan and hisl san who fled lately from 
Syria. To these, DO'wany gave the mess,age of slalvatio-n; and 
inrvited them both to Christ. They arrived at J erash late at night, 
when they visited a Christian's hO'use. 

Sept. 3. They walked in the town, visited some O'f the 
Christian hO'uses, where they found twO' CathO'lic priests sO'journ­
ing in TransljO'rdan, calling Christians, and especially Orthodox, 
to jO'in the RO'man Church. They had sO'me discussions with them 
that ended in 100ve and prayer. In the evening they had a meeting 
'in a Christian's hous'e. 

Sept. 4. They walked around as usual, then chance led them 
to an O'ld sheikh from Hedjaz. He listened attentively to. Dowany's 
preaching, thanked God f0'r hearing the WO'rd, and learnt to 
repeat the prayer D0'wany taught: him ta say, viz., " Kindly save 
me, 0 GO'd, from my s,inlS, for the sake o.f Christ vVho died far 
me. " They vis,ited the histO'rical remains of the Roman Empire, 
and while they were admiring those hug-e stones, marveIlously cut 
and finished, two Syrian MO'hammedans passed by. Whereby 
Dowany called them to' 1000k after their souls mO're than their 
bodies, and preached to. them abaut Christ, after showing them 
the futility of all human greatness. In the afternoon they resumed 
their jO'umey to' Amman. On the way the car picked up a Wahabi, 
whO' was nO't allO'wed to pass through Jerash on his way to Arbed. 

Sept. 5, Sunday. They arranged a meeting in a Christian's 
house. 

Sept. 6. Walked arO'und as lIIsual, and in the evening they 
held a meeting for sO'me women and men. 

Sept. 7. Took the train t0' a village called Harakah, where 
they arranged three meetings: the first in the street, the second 
in a shop, and the third one in a hO'use, which last ended in prayer. 

Sept. 8. T0' Jerusalem. Passed by Salt, where, as, the taxi 
stopped fO'r three h0'urs, they visited some houses, spoke to' two 
Mohammedans, and sold same tracts. They also spent about 
two and a half hours, in Ain-el-Sultan (The Sultan's fountain), 
during which time people w0'uld come and g0', and all heard the 
glad tidings,. Among this multifarious, audience, the greater part 
of which were Mohammedans, was a Coptic Orthod0'x priest, who 
listened attentively. They distributed portions to all who, coul'd 
read the G0'spel, and thus they arrived at Jerusalem late at night. 

THE GENERAL STATE IN TRANSJORDAN. 

Transjordan is: not, so to say, ripe fO'r the evangelist as, is 
Palestine. Here the preacher should wo,rk with all caution and 
sagacity in O'rder to attract listeners" t0' whom he should at first 
-explain the necessity of preaching, its primary object, its uses, 
etc., etc. 

The mis.s,ionaries speak of the necess,ity of having a co.lportellir 
in Transjordan. All missionaries and native clergy like very much 

* In Gilead. 
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tht'! 'spread of the N. M. P. pUiblications. Mr. ,Philips asked us to 
open a central book depot on the same lines as· that of Jerusalem 
at Amman·, * from which all Transjordan workers can get their 
requirements of N.M.P., Beirut and Bible publications. Dowan,y 
seconds. this proposal, and adds that there is no harm done if some 
educational books be added to attract the general reader. 

THE DIFFICULTIES TO BE MET IN TRANSJORDAN. 

The first of these is the question of currency, as, the greater 
part of money used consists of silver and the old Turkish dollars .. 
People also do not pay but a quorta-which equals three-fourth's 
of a piastre-for a piastre, and so the colporteu.r loses one-fourth 
of all the money he gets. 

The second difficUilty is the far distances the colporteur has 
tf) traverse, as there are no villages near to each other as in Pales­
tin:e, and the traveller only sees Bedouins living in hair tentsi in 
the desert road, and the greater part of these Arabs do not know 
how to read well. 

The third difficulty is that the public security is not so well 
established, although it is now at any rate much better than it was 
before the British Occupation. Nevertheless, there ar'e still case'S 
of highway robberies, etc. 

The fourth is the Mohammedan tyranny and fanaticism, which 
much resembles the state of affairs in Palestine before the British 
Mandate, as I\Iohammedans are the majority in Transjordan. 

In conclusion, all those who hear this report are earnestly 
requested to remember the work in their prayers, asking the Ho,ly 
Spirit to work in the hearts of all who preach and all who hear. 
Amel1i! 

IBRAHIM Dow ANY. 

"NOTE.-We were not able to accede to the proposal of our kind friend, 
Rev. A. T. Philips (C. M.S.) for a bookshop. But we did at once appoint a 
new colporteur to Transjordan. We are most grateful for the help given by 
German Carmel iVlission. Church Missionary Society and American Alliance 
Mi8sion. May they continue to help our man in Gilead, Moab and Edom. But 
our Palestine account b several hundreds of pounds short this year. Still, see 
Phil. iv. 19.-A.T.U. 

+ 

Y object in this visit was threefold, partly as a 
holiday, after the summer in Cairo, partly to see 
something of archreological discoveries, but mainly 
to visit the Colporteurs of the Nile Mission Press~ 

Leaving Alexandria on October 2nd by the 
Messageries Maritimes S.S "Lotus," I arrived at 

Beirut on Monday, the 4th, after calling at Jaffa. I was glad to 
find among my fellow-passengers a young English doctor, Mr. 
Molony, late of Cambridge University, with three English nurses, 
new recruits for the C.M.S. in Persia. They left Beirut by car 
overland via Baghdad, on October 6th. It was a pleastJre to have 
fellowship with them on the Sunday. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



22 "BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

At Beirut I was mQst kindly received by Mr. Glockler, of the 
American Mission Press, who shewed me over their splendid 
establishment, with the finest up-to-date machinery. I visited 
also their bookshop in the town, and found it splendidly stocked 
and doing a thriving trade, though mostly in secular works. 

This Press acts as the Agents of the N.M.P. in Syria, a 
service which is reciprocated by us in Egypt. 

Here I was delighted to meet Mr. Khairallah, who was the 
most concerned in the publication of my Arabic translation of 
Anselm's" Cur Deus Homo" in 1896. He remembered all the 
circumstances, and was enthusiastic as to the usefulness of the 
book. 

As I fQund that the antiquities discovered at Gebal in 1924 
had been removed to the Museum at Beirut, I was able to see 
them there, instead of going to Gebal. Unfortunately, there was 
no Curator to explain them. 

On October 7th I proceeded by motor car to Haifa. I found 
afterwards that Dr. D. Churcher, son of myoId friend, Dr. T. G. 
Churcher, formerly of the North African Mission, is now work­
ing at Haifa. I was sorry I did not know this, as I would have 
been delighted to visit him. 

The next day, Friday, I went on to Nazareth, and was very 
kindly received and entertained at the Hospital of the Edinburgh 
Medical Missionary Society. Dr. Bathgate was away on fur­
lough, but the Hospital had just been re-opened by Dr. Worth, 
who had just come out from Edinburgh, and a new " Sister," 
Miss Mac1agan. It was most gratifying to be able to see a little 
of this excellent wQrk. 

Nazareth is built on a hill, the streets very badly paved, and, 
as I had a sore foot, I found it trying to walk about. I climbed 
up, however, to the summit of the hill behind the hospital, and 
had a glorious view of the country northwards to the Lebanon 
mountains, to the plain of Acre to the westward, and to the 
mountains beyond the sea of Galilee eastwards. 

But I gravely doubt that the modern Nazareth is on the site 
of the ancient village. There is certainly no hill with a "brow" 
from which anyone could be cast. I understand that there is 
such a point on a hill across the valley southwards of the present 
town. 

But I was more interested in seeing the Mission work in 
Palestine than in any of the "sig-hts" to which tourists are con­
ducted. To my mind, the spurious and idolatrous sites which 
are made into objects of gain by conflicting sects are only degrad­
ing to the land which once was holy. The natural features of 
the land are, of course, interesting and impressive, thoug-h these, 
too., are in many instances quite changed in the lapse of ages. 

At Nazareth the N.M.P. has a colporteur, Elyas Taballuj, 
who works under the superintendence of the Rev. Shukry Musa, 
Baptist Pastor. 

We were anxious to know if the embargo on the movements 
of animals, which had been imposed on account of the Cattle 
Plague, was still in force, as this had prevented the purchase or 
use of the ass which our colporteur needed for his work. The 
money for this purpose had been kindly provided by a friend of 
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the N.M.P. in England, but, for two months, the prohibition had 
prevented its fulfilment. 

Now I learned that freedom had been restored, and Taballuj 
had promptly profited by it and had bought a fine young donkey. 

I arranged with him to have a photograph taken of himself 
with the animal. 

I found that he had been somewhat despondent at the difficul­
ties of the work-much fanaticism and opposition on the part of 
all, Muslims, native Christians of various sects, all at logger­
heads, and Jews, both Palestinian and new settlers. He was 
encouraged, however, by the present of the ass, which would 
enable him to visit the numerous small villages in the hills. He 
had already been to many of these, and had found more oppor­
tunities there. 

On the Sunday, October 10th, I attended the morning service 
of Pastor Shukry with our colporteur. The new chapel not yet 
being fit for use, services were still being conducted in the old 
chapel beneath his house. I was glad to hear a warm Gospel 
sermon in Arabic, though the audience was small, about 30, 
men, women and children. And it was gratifying to see that 
most of them were young and apparently interested. 

After the service Mr. Shukry invited us to his house, and 
gave us coffee. A party of young men also came, and we had a 
lively conversation together on the need of the New Birth, which 
was not accomplished by the rite of Infant Baptism. Most of the 
young men belonged to the "Orthodox" (Greek) Church, and 
some stoutly maintained that membership of this was quite 
sufficient to ensure salvation. 

In the afternoon I attended, with the hospital staff, the gospel 
service in the men's ward, where a stirring address was given by 
Miss Berry, the dispenser. One patient, in a bed dose by me, 
assented eagerly to the points made. I believe the workers are 
much encouraged by the attitude of this man. 

In the evening we all went to the English Church (C.M.S.). 
We were fortunate in having Mr. Cash, the Secretary of the 
Society, to take the service. He happened to have reached 
Nazareth on his journey to visit the C. M. S. stations in Egypt and 
Palestine. 

On Monday, the 11th, I went by car to Tiberias with Taballuj. 
On the way he pointed out various villages he would now be able 
to re-visit with good stocks of our books. 

It was interesting to see the Lake on the shores of which so 
much of our Lord's work was done, and on whose waters He 
passed to and fro. But I did not attempt to visit the numerous 
sites, because walking was painful to me. I could not omit, 
however, a visit to the Scotch Hospital founded by the late Dr. 
Torrence, and in which he laboured for so many years. It is 
now in charge of his son and worthy successor, who received us 
most cordially and showed us over the establishment. It was a 
pleasure to meet a blind young woman who acts as Biblewoman, 
and is a most efficient and earnest helper in this way. 

Tiberias is a large Jewish centre, and many new buildings in 
the town and colonies in the country around are springing up. 

I was told, however, that they do little for the real prosperity 
of the country, as they employ few natives, and it is doubtful if 
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they produce wealth in prDportion tD the mDney spent upon them 
from abroad. The yDung people I saw at work on the farms, 
and the carters carrying produce Dn the roads, struck me as 
peculiarly robust and well-adapted to farm labour. I thought it 
was a mistake to plant so many colonies in the Plain Df Esdraelon. 
I shDuld have thought the villages ought to have been built on 
the hillsides, thDugh the fields, of course, wDuld be in the plain. 
The River Kishon was at the time of my visit practically dry. 

Leaving my kind friends at Nazareth the next day, I went Dn 
by car to Nablus-the ancient Shechem. The way lay across 
the valley of Jezreel (Esdraelon), leaving GilbDa and Beisan 
(Bethshan) on the east, and Megiddo and other places on the 
west, with Carmel in the distance. This historical plain is full 
of interest--especially in view of its identitv with Har-Mageddon. 

At Jenin the road leaves this plain and climbs the mountains 
Df Ephraim. We passed the site of Samaria at a little distance 
to the east. Many interesting discoveries have been made both 
here and at Beisan; but my sore foot prevented my going to see 
them. I also wished to get a permit from the Service of 
Antiquities, so that I could go back afterwards and see them 
more intelligently_ 

At Nablus I found a good hotel, recently established. Here 
I was fortunate to find an Englishman, Mr. Guy, the InspectDr of 
Antiquities of the district. He left the next day tD cDntinue his 
inspection, on horseback. 

At Nablus the C.M.S. have a fine hospital, which I visited, 
and was most kindly received by the Matron. Here I had the 
pleasure of meeting Miss Brownlow, an old friend of my late 
father and Df many mutual friends. The hDspital is a.t present 
in charge of a lady doctor, who was good enDugh to show it to 
me the next day. 

As our colporteur 'Isa Saleh 'Azer lives at some distance 
from the tDwn, the MatrDn kindly sent a message to him tD come 
and see me. 
_ I had read in the "Revue BibJiQue" for J924 of the dis­
covery of a site which was believed to be the altar built by JDshua 
on Mount Ebal. Thi." I wa" very <1nxious to see, but had nD 
means of finding it. I thought that perhaps the Roman Catholic 
priest of the town might knDw Df it. So I went to see him, Miss 
BrownlDw kindly showing- me the wav. The priest, however, 
was out, so I continued on mv wav alone, as far as the point 
where Mounts Ebal and Gerizim spread far apart. In the grow­
ing dark it was impossible to distinguish the SPDt. On my return 
I took the wrong road and had a long- and painful walk over 
rDugh cobble-stones throug-h the " souks " Df N ablDus. 
. But I came out near the R.C. Church, and found Dn the steps 
the priest, who had had my card and was expecting me. He was 
most affable and tDok me up to his room. Unfortunately, though 
he knew of the discovery, he did not know the exact spot, so 
could not take me to it. But we had an interesting conversation 
(in Italian), from which I gathered that he sDught little beyond 
the maintenance of the rites Df his church among his own few 
parishioners . 

. The next morning, the 13th, the colporteur arrived-'Isa 
Saleh. He had a sad tale to tell of fanatical opposition to his 
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work" on all sides. Nablous is a stronghold of Muslim bigotry, 
and the Christian sects, the Samaritans and the few Jews are 
equally anti-pathetic. He said that some time ago there had been 
a great commotion at Jenin, the chief town of the district. He 
had been arrested, his books seized, and all the Mohammedan 
notables had denounced his books fiercely. So he hardly dared 
show his face in the place again. I did my best to encourage 
him, and, though he was rather depressed, he said he was quite 
ready to bear persecution patiently. 

I heard afterwards at Jerusalem that the English ladies 
working with Miss Paterson in the district round Jenin were able 
to penetrate the villages and Jenin itself, and meet with a welcome 
in the homes and among the women and children, and even the 
men. 

By their tactful efforts it is to be hoped that the colporteur 
will be able again to sell his books. 

" I took the opportunity to visit the Samaritans, under the 
guidanceO'f 'Isa Saleh, nO't so much to see the "Samaritan 
Codex, " which I knew to be only a copy-but to have a talk with 
the High Priest and his brethren. 

We were, of course, shown over their Synagogue, and saw 
their Scriptures, and then I was admitted to the Priest's study. 
He is an elderly, venerable-looking man, evidently learned and 
widely informed. His son had been to London and was delighted 
by his visit to Dr. Gaster and other scholars there. He shewed 
me proudly a photographic group of himself and Dr. Gaster. His 
father also had been most desirous of going to London, but had 
not been able to do so. 

I asked him were the Samaritans expecting the Messiah? 
He answered that they were indeed, most eagerly. I then told 
him that I, for one, acknowledge their descent from the Israel­
ites, in spite of the admixture of the foreign elements introduced 
by Sargon and Esarhaddon, and that I had no doubt that he and 
his family were descendants of Aaron. 

I then asked him, Why did he think that his people had been 
preserved to the present day, although they are so sadly reduced 
to a mere fragment r He answered that he had no doubt it was 
in fulfilment of the promises of Go"d. 

I then pointed out that, though the Jews have been scattered 
and bitterly persecuted, they also still survive. He was scornful 
of the claims of the Jews. I remarked, however, that though 
they have been verily guilty, still they are alsO' children of 
Abraham, and co-heirs with themselves of the covenants and 
promises. Still the old gentleman was little inclined to discuss 
them. I then went on to' assure him that I recognised that the 
birthright of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was in Ephraim, and not 
in Judah, and that as the heirs of Ephraim's birthright, the 
Samaritans must yet receive the fulfilment of God's faithful 
covenant, but God had also made a covenant with David and 
Judah, which must also be accomplished. I believed that the 
preservation of the Samaritans was for the purpose of re-uniting 
all Israel again in one kingdom under the Messiah. He seemed 
to be struck with the argument and eagerly en~ered into the 
subject of the claims of his people. He said that he reads daily 
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in the ancient Scriptures, the original of which, he said, is in the 
actual handwriting of Abishua, the son of Phineas, the grandson 
of Aaron, signed by his name, and dated with a cypher in the 
manuscript. 

I urged the old gentleman to' study these promises and to' 
seek GDd's guidance as to the meaning of them to himself and his 
people. We parted on very cordial terms, and we must pray 
for him and these few families still left and destined to play such 
an important part in the gracious purposes of God. 

Our conversation was of cDurse in Arabic, and I sent him a 
small present for the upkeep of his sanctuary. 

Our colporteur told me that these Samaritans are on quite 
good terms with the Mohammedans, that they practice various 
trades, and are not unprosperous. 

Leaving Nablus after another visit to the C.M.S. Hospital, 
I went on by car to Jerusalem, where I was most cordially and 
hDspitably received by Mr. and Mrs. Shelley and their son. 

AmDng other visitDrs they had Miss Maltby, one of Miss 
Paterson's helpers in the district of Samaria. It was this lady 
who reassured me about the prospects of the Lord's work in the 
neighbourhood of Jenin. 

My first care, the next day, the 15th, was of course to visit 
the N.M.P. bookshDp in the souk just inside the Damascus Gate. 
Here I found our brother Ibrahim J ameel, well occupied with 
Dccasional parties dropping in in search of various bDoks and 
materials,-not necessarily such as he sDld, but giving him an 
opportunity Df offering his bODks and discussing them. 

I saw nO' signs then of a " bDycott." It seems that the worst 
is now over. The crowds Df passers-by appeared to be either 
indifferent, or at any rate, not resentful. The other shopkeepers 
near by were apparently on good terms with our man and ready 
to' lend little mutual services. 

The shop is splendidly situated, large, clean and airy, and 
makes a very gDod show in the narrow, busy street. 

Wide open to the front, with large windows attractively set 
out with brightly illustrated bODks and text cards and pictures, it 
offers a welcome to step inside and sit down and examine them. 

Up to' the present the sales have not been large, and most of 
them, of course, to Christian workers Under the circumstances 
this is only to be expected. 

But as the schools were just re-opening, not a few parties 
came in asking for schDol-books, pencils, fountain-pens, 
stationery, &c. This gives an opening for pushing our works of 
oourse, and, from the little I saw, I was distinctly encouraged 
with the signs of progress. 

Our colporteur had the help of a young apprentice-colporteur, 
Mikhail Abdul Shahid, whom he finds very useful, both to take 
his place when necessary in the shop, and to spread the literature 
while ]ameel is attending to the bookshop. I feel sure that this 
venture Df faith in our loving Father is, by His grace, likely to 
become increasingly useful in His service. 

While in Jerusalem I was in no way interested in the ordinary 
" sights. " They rather depressed me by the sight of 50' much 
idolatry, sDrdid rivalries, spurious "holy places," run merely 
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for gain and kept up by miserable superstitions. How has the 
"holy city," God's chosen Zion, become an heap! And how 
wretchedly degraded from what He meant it to be. 

So I went to see none of them, with the exception of a pass­
ing glance into the" Church of the Holy Sepulchre" as I chanced 
to come across it. 

The view from ;VIr. Shelley's house, however, fascinated me, 
as I looked on the hills and valleys which are, of course, where 
they were when our Lord walked on them. But the hills them­
selves are much changed, some of them lowered, and at other 
places covered with rubbish and with modern buildings, and the 
valleys largely filled up with refuse and ruins. 

On the other hand, I was much interested in the arch reo­
logical researches into the pre-historic and Canaanitish history 
of the land. So I paid visits to the Department of Antiquaries 
and its Museum, and also to the Dominican Convent of St. 
Stephen's, quite near-by, and both near the Damascus Gate. 

Professor Garstang was very kind, and I enrolled myself as 
a member of the British School of Archreology.· 

The Dominican Fathers have a " School of Biblical Studies" 
and publish the quarterly "Revue Biblique," to which I have 
been a subscriber for some years. 

Although distinctly Roman Catholic, of course, their archreo­
logical work is purely scientific, and so far as the Bible is con­
cerned, is perfectly sound and reliable. I feel that their review 
ought to be better known, and would be very useful to the 
defenders of the authenticity and inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, against the attacks of " Modernism" and "Higher 
Criticism. " 

I had most interesting talks with Pere Dhorme and Pere 
Savignac, to whom I have sent the pages so far printed of my 
work on "The Historical Truth of the Bible." Pere Dhorme 
kindly promised to review it in a future number of the " Revue 
Biblique. " 

As this report is already overlong, I will not now go into the 
happy fellowship I had with Mr. and Mrs. Shelley and various 
friends I met there. 

Among others I was glad to renew old acquaintance with 
Miss Cohen, formerly of the North Africa Mission in Tunis, and 
now working with the London Jews' Society in Jerusalem. 1 
met also Dr. and Mrs. Kingdom, who returned to Egypt on the 
day after my arrival. Also Mr. Bingham, of Toronto, of the 
Sudan Interior Mission, who gave us a lantern lecture on the 
Second Coming of our Lord. 

I left this most hospitable home with great regret, but much 
gratitude, on Monday, October 18th, and returned by train to 
Cairo. In the traio I had the company of a young Polish Jew, 
recently converted through Miss Ruth Wingate, and a Christian 
widow lady, a British subject, who was esoorting him and trying 
to comfort him in the severe difficulties he had been enduring in 
Jerusalem, and which had driven him to seek the Lord. 

(Signed) G. B. MICHELL. 
Cairo, Nov. 6th, 1926. 

electronic file created by cafis.org



28 .< BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Blblt illork In C blna ... 

B
A VING just arrived from China, where for eighteen 

years I have been in charge of the American Bible 
Society Agency in Peking, it may be af interest to. 
yaur readers to knaw something of our work in that 
cauntry. Yau read almast daily af continuous wars 
in that distracted country, but yau know very little 

of the terrible suffering af the masses, all far the sake of a few 
war lords fighting for power and personal gain, and in a country 
where there is not even a shadow of a government. The Gavern­
ment that is, has no power whatsaever outside the walls af their 
Council Chamber, yet God's Word is being preached and sold all 
over the country by millions of copies. 

It has fallen to my lot to be instrumental in negotiating the 
largest individual orders for Bibles and New Testaments ever 
given, and on four special occasions these orders have been for 
5,00.0. copies and aver. 

Some twelve years ago. a yaung man, of great wealth, 
walked into my depot to. purchase his first capy af the Scriptures. 
He was a true seeker after God. By reading the Bible he became 
so much interested that he decided to send copies to. all his 
friends in his station in life. He had read enough to learn that 
in the Book of Books there was Light and Life and salvatian for 
mankind. Before he was a canfessing Christian he ordered 
5,0.0.0. copies of aur best bound Bibles and New Testaments, 
baund in leather and gold, which he presented to his friends, with 
a letter explaining the reason for the gift, and signed it " F. J ung 
Tao--not yet a Christian. " After being received into. the 
church, his first thaughts went out to the students, and for them 
we brought aut a special editian af 5,0.0.0 New Testaments. It 
would take a big book to tell all that this young ruler has done 
in the Name of Jesus. 

Another natewarthy case is the canversion of General Chang 
Chi Chang (ane af the ,,,ell-known Christian generals in the 
People's army), whose faith is founded in the Word of God. 
While at the battle frant, with shells bursting all around him,. he 
signed an arder for 10,0.00. copies af Bibles and New Testaments, 
to. be given to his friends and afficers, and six months after, 
under the same conditions, he signed another arder for 10,50.0. 

copies, all to be bound in aur best de luxe binding. Under war 
conditions he wrote his insets for these baoks, which were litho­
graphed and thus appear as written. On the caver af each baok 
he had also the fallowing printed in large gald letters and in his 
own handwriting: "THIS IS THE GREATEST BOOK 
UNDER HEAVEN." He paid me £2,200 far these books. 

Surely two great witnesses far Christ, which we may well 
seek to follaw in their zeal for winning sauls. 

WILLIAM S. STRONG. 

* We give a hearty 'Welcome to the writer, who has been transfened to 
Cairo as agent of Americall Bible Society, and hope to have much co-operation 
in work for Christ.-A.T.U. .--
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Book RtuttWs. 
FOR THE MYSTICALLY MINDED MOSLEM. 

(A review by Mr. Naish, of Syria), 

Nur-ul-Anwar, or the Revealing of the Seven Secrets. Part 1.­
the first three secrets, 44 pages. In Arabic. Price 2 

Egyptian piastres, or fivepence. Nile Mission Press, Post 
Box 460, Cairo. 
This book has given us special pleasure. It begins by 

addressing itself to the Moslem Sufi in words; but its appeal 
begins before any words are read"Jor its appearance, print and 
style show sympathy with the Moslem preference, and will create 
a prejudice in its favour . 

. A brief abstract of its contents will be its best commendation. 
Introduction.-Christians and Sufis have. this in common. 

They seek the things unseen. The difference is that Sufis are not 
sure of God's gifts or God's pleasure; but Christians can show a 
sure way. ,It is displayed in three sayings, which are so simple 
that a child can understand them, but ,so deep that the learned 
cannot fathom them. 

The first.-" I am the Bread of Life." Satisfaction is not 
.far ; it is near. To get it we have only to receive simply. A 
father gives his child food before the day's journey, not at the 
end of his toil. It is offered to Moslem and Christian alike. 

The second.-" I am the Light of the World." We cannot 
go to the sun to get light; our own efforts will not raise us to 
God. He shines on us. The wilful closing of the eye excludes 
light. Once we have seen the true light we must walk iri it; it 
becomes progressively clearer, and unlike the physical sun, the 
Sun of Righteousness never sets. . 

The third.-" I am the Door." Moslems think that salva­
tion awaits us in the future. Sin, not ignorance, is tne' wall 
which separates us from God. One step is enough to bring a 
man inside a door through a wall. \Ve could not remove the 
wall, even if we could ever substitute a weaker stone for a 
stronger. Enter by the door, Moslem brother. . 

We heartily commend the book to the notice of all who meet 
Atabic-readingMoslems of the mystical type of mind. 

C. G. N. 

The Way of the Sevenfold Secret. A book for "Twilight 
, Soul;." By Miss 1. Lilias Trotter. In English. 8vo .. 

64 pp. 6 piastres at Nile Mission Press, Cairo; or I! It, post 
free, from J. L. Oliver, Nile House, Tunbridge Wells. 
At one time missionaries measured all Mohammedanism bv 

the Koran and the traditions, but in more recent years they have 
come to realise that, alongside a very real and sometimes fanatical 
holding to the fundamental beliefs deduced from these two 
sources, there is a mystical faith that is deeper, having its seat in 
the heart rather than in the head. This mystical faith is unintel­
ligently, yet profoundly, held by the masses in all Mohammedan 
lands in whom the true faith (from a Mohammedan point of view), 
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the faith of the Koran, and the tradition, finds its staunchest 
adherents. These generally become members of Dervish order;s. 
It is also held in its higher subtle philosophical forms by the 
intelligent few who have given themselves over to a life of con­
templation. Individuals of this type are to be found amongst 
the leisured classes. In countries where it is permitted, such as 
Algeria, these individuals gather together into a communal life, 
similar to monasticism, and live together in Zawia's known to 
European readers through thnse of the Senussi brotherhood. It 
is more particularly for such as these that Miss Trotter has pre­
pared her book, "The Way of the Sevenfnld Secret." 

The book is of the very first importance, breaking as it does 
new ground in the preparation of a Christian literature for these 
mystics of Islam. For many years now, quite a number of 
missionaries have been aware of the great hnld this mystical faith 
has upon its devotees, and desired to produce a literature that 
would lead them to see the •• better things" that awaited, them 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ but were 
puzzled to know how best to do it. Now Miss Trotter, in this 
book, has given us a valuable lead. It is the mature fruit of her 
long life of thought for the truest welfare of the Mohammedans of 
Algeria, and of her own rich personal experience of the indwelling 
Christ. She has been long known amongst Western readers for 
her talent for cultured writing, but in the book before us Miss 
Trotter has not had the English reader in her thought; these 
secrets have been written with a view to facilitating their trans­
lation into Arabic and the other languages of Mohammedan 
countries, the publishing of the English original was an after­
thought on the strongly expressed desire of friends who had read 
it and felt convinced that it conveyed a very real message for the 
Christian world of to-day, where, on account of the lack of sound 
evangelical teaching in the pulpit, there are many "twilight 
souls. " 

But not only has Miss Trotter had the Mohammedan 
languages in view as she wrote, she has also had the Moham­
medan mystic mind and' its technology in view. To those who 
have studied this subject this influence is apparent throughout the 
seven chapters, but perhaps not so much to others who only 
occasionally will be able to trace the Sufi influence. They may 
sometimes have cause to' wonder at the whv and the wherefore of 
the somewhat un ordinary presentation of· familiar truths. But, 
withal, we thank those who pressed for the publishing of the 
English original, and feel certain that the English reader will be 
also grateful and thank God for a definite help in • The Way' to 
spiritual maturity and to a life of intelligent fellowship in the 
work that Miss Trotter and her band of devnted helpers have set 
to their hand. 

The all Arabic Reference Qur'an, just published. (Nine 
Suras). Please use it always with a Bible to hand. 

It is designed to greatly simplify the study of the Qur'an by 
making it easier to see what is contained in it. Also to show 
what is, or is not, stated in the Bible about the subjects mentioned 
in the Qur'an, 
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Many have criticised arrangement and method, and they 
have my sincere gratitude where the suggestions have been 
constructive. 

If you find any who know the Qur'an feeling after truth 
beyond it, please consider whether the loan of a Bible and 
Reference Qur'an would be the best help you can give him. 

Should you find the book useful, kindly mention it to other 
likely people. We are rather depending on this, as there will be 
no general advertisement. 

37, Sh-Manakh, c/o Nile Mission Press, Cairo, at 7/-. 
Also from: R. Q., c/o 85, Highbury New Park, London, N.S. 

American Mission Press, Bairut, Syria, 
P.R.B.S., Lahore, Panjab, India. 

+ 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude L. Pickens are the son-in-law· and 

daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Zwemer. 

Mr. G. B. Michell is the colleague of Mr. Upson at the Nile 
Mission Press. 

Mr. \iV. S. Strong is the agent of the American Bible Society 
in Cairo. 
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Cb~ PUt mission prtss. 
DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED. 

Da.te. Receipt 
1926. No. 

Sept. 1. 15042 Scotland 
" ,,15043 .. 

2. 15044 
3. 15045 

" .. 15046 
4. 15047 
6. 15048 
7. 15049 Special 

" " 15050 

" 8. i~g~~ 
.. 15053 
" 15054 
9. 15055 
'. 15056 

.. " 15057 
.. 15058 Special 

10. lW59 
,. 15060 

.. " 15061 
.. 15062 .. 

" 13. 15063 Scotland 

" 15064 1 Sp~cial 
14. 15065 

" 15. 15066 
16. 15067 

,. 17. 15068 
" 18, 15069 
.. " 15070 

20. 15071 
.. 21. 15072 
.. .. 15073 
.. .. 15074 .. 
.. 22. 15075 Special 
.. ,. 15076 
.. •. 15077 .. 
.. 23. 15078 Special 
.. 24. 11\079 
" .. 15080 

.. 150~1 
27.15082 

.. " 15083 Special 
.. 15084 .. 

.. .. 15085 Special 
" .. 15086 

28, 15087 
29. 1508R 

" .. 15089 
.. .. In090 
" .. 15091 

30, 15092 
.. .. 15093 

Oct. 1. 15094 
.. .. 15095 
., " 15096 

.. 15097 
4. 15098 

.. ,. 15099 Special 

.. .. 15100 

.. 5. 15101 
15102 

:: 6. 15103 
15104 

:: 7. 15105 
15106 Special 

.. .. 15107 .. 
8. 15108 Scotland 

.. .. 15109 
" .. 15110 
.. .. 15111 

9. 15112 
.. 15113 

.. .. 15114 

.. n, 15115 

£, B. d. 
5 2 0 
2 12 6 
100 
500 
1 10 0 

3 6 
200 
300 
200 

4 3 
1 0 
o 0 

10 0 
100 
6 11 II 

10 0 
600 
1 15 8 

2 0 
6 6 

10 0 0 
5 0 
2 0 

600 
10 0 

163 
1 0 

10 6 
6 5 0 
1 0 0 
200 
210 0 
1 1 0 
330 

100 0 0 
4 0 0 

100 0 0 
330 

5 0 
10 0 

15 4 10 
11 4 

500 
6 

500 
1 0 0 
500 

5 IJ 
120 
715 9 

5 0 
5 0 

10 0 
19 6 
2 0 
4 0 
2 0 
4 0 

70 0 0 
312 0 
130 

5 0 
246 
3 n 8! 

2 6 
5 3 

100 
10 0 
2 0 
2 0 

10 6 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 

1 0 
5 0 

Date. Receipt 
1926. No. & B. d. 

Oct, 11. 15116 2 0 
.. 12. 15117 0 0 

13, 15118 5 0 
.. 15119 2 0 

14, 15120 1 0 0 
" 15121 2 12 10 

.. 15. 151~2 2 0 
15123 5 0 
15124 5 10 0 

,. 15125 I 0 0 
15126 {Spe.c.ial 36 IJ 0 

150 
" 15127 I 0 0 
.. 15128 2 6 
16. 1512~ 0 0 
" 15130 5 0 
.. 15131 1 13 6 

" " 15132 SpeCial 100 g 0 
.. 15133 2 0 

" .. 15134 5 2 0 
18. 15135 2 0 0 
.. 15136 10 0 0 
19, 15137 5 0 
.. 15138 5 0 
" 15139 1 14 8 
" 15140 6 19 4 
.. 15141 .. 3 2 0 

20, 15142 Special 21 0 0 
,. 15143 10 0 

21. 15144 1 I 0 
" " 15145 Scotland 2 0 9 

" 15146 7 3 .4 
22. 16147 2 0 
.. 15148 1 0 0 
" 15149 1 15 0 

23. 15150 1 0 0 
.. 15151 1 0 0 
25, 15152 2 0 0 

15153 .. ~ 0 0 

{
Special 3 0 0 

15154 Scotland 14 2 2 
" 15155 Victoria, 

Australia 36 0 0 
15156 Canada 4 2 4 
15157.. 1 oj 6 
15158 Scotland 15 0 0 

.. 15159 2 0 0 
26. 15160 2 6 

15161 0 0 
161~ 1 0 0 

:: 2'7, 151G3 8 14 1 
15164 2 0 
15165 2 6 
15166 1 1 0 

.. 15167 Scotland 1 13 0 
2M, 15168 3 0 0 

15169 2 0 
.. 1"170 7 17 0 
.. 15171 12 6 
" 15172 12 6 
.. 15173 9 2 6 

30, 15174 10 0 
" 31. 15175 2 0 
" ,. 15176 2 0 
" .. 15177 2 0 

" 15178 2 0 
" 15179 4 4 

N ~v ·i. i~i~f i ~ 
" .. 15182 5 0 0 

.. 15183 10 0 

., 15184 N,SW. 
Australia 5 10 0 

2. 15185 1 0 0 
" 15185 3 0 

Date. Receipt 
1926. No. .£ II. d. 

Nov. 2. 15187 8 3 3 
" ,,15188.. a 0 

3. 15189 {Spe. c. ial 3 0 0 
9 11 1 

.. 15190 4 3 0 
4, 15191 5 6 
" 15192 2 0 
" 15193 2 1 0 
,,15194 .. I 0 0 
5. 15195 Special ;10 0 0 
6. 15196 15 0 
9. 15197 .. 1 14 1 

,. 10. 15198 SpeCial 3 0 0 
.. 1519V 25 0 0 
ll. 15200 4 13 6 
12. 15201 16 Ii 10 

" " 15202 5 0 
.. 15203 :.I 0 

13, 15204 7 0 
" .. 15205 2 ~ 0 

15. 15206 5 0 
15207 2 0 0 

.. 15208 1 1 0 
" 1520~ I 2 6 

" " 15210 2 4 0 
,,152ll .. 86 

{
Special 25 0 0 

16. 15212 Readers of The 
Christian 6 12 6 

., 15213 5 7 6 
17. 15214... 3 0 
.. 15215 Special 0 0 

18. 15216 4 0 
" ,,15217 .. 1 4 6 
" '" 15218 Special 5 0 0 

.. 15219 5 0 0 
19. 15220 .. 114 0 
20. 15221 Special 60 0 0 
22. 15222 3 8 7 

" 23. 15223 1 0 
15224 0 0 

" 15225 5 3! 
15226 1 0 

" 24. 15227 2 0 
15228 0 0 
152~9 1 0 

,. 15230 .. 2 2 0 
~5. 15231 Scotland 5 10 6 
.. 15232 Special 200 0 0 

26. 15233 2 0 
~7, 15234 2 6 0 

" 29, 15235 1 19 4 
" 15235 3 18 0 

30, 15237 4 0 
" 15238 2 0 
" 15239 2 2 0 

General Purposes­
Amounts already 

£1232 3 5 

acknowledged 1486 2 8 
As above 516 1 8 

SpeCial Purposes­
Amounts already 

£2002 4 4 

acknowledged 1150 0 0 
As above 716 1 9 

£1866 1 9 

J>lUNTliIlD :pY (lURTIS 4Nl) lIRA.ISH, LTD., COVENTRY, lINGL.lND. 
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u Cbt Cord Will bltss fils ptoplt wUb p¢ac¢.'~ 
" Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

Forgive our foolish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind: 
In purer lives Thy service find 
In deeper reverence, praise. 

In simple trust like those who heard, 
Beside the Syrian Sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow Thee. 

o Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
o calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
The silence of eternity 
Interpreted by love. 

With that deep hush subduing- all 
Our words and works that drown 
The tender whisper of Thy call, 
As noiseless let Thy blessing fall 
As fell Thy manna down. 

Drop Thy still dues of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
o still small voice of calm." 

J. J. WHITTIER. 
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, , Blessed be Egypt.u 

VOL. XXVII. APRIL, Ig27. No. log. 

€dUorlal. 
"The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 

earth, and hath long patience for it, until he· receive the early and 
latter rain." --ST. JAMES V. 7· 

" Patient continuance. "--ROM. ii. 7. 
"That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 

heav~n; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." 

--ST. MATTHEW v. 45. . . 
We give thanks to the heavenly Husbandman that He. has 

caused the sun to rise, and the showers to fall on His .harvest 
field for another year. 

\Ve thank Him for His long patience with us, and for the 
precious fruits of His Word. 

We thank Him too for the glad outlook, and for the leading 
of His Hand into wider fields. 

\Ve pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will send more 
labourers into these fields, and that they may hear His voice, and 
come. 

We ask also that He will give still greater gifts to His 
servants, both men and women, that they may write words that 
will go to the hearts of the readers, and call forth a heartfelt 
response. May these God-given words bring forth a hundred­
fold. • 

Cb~ I)tI~ mission prus. 
COMMITTEE'S TWENTY·SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 

I
N presenting their 22nd Annual Report, the 

Committee would place on record their 
hearty thanks to God for His care and 
guidance during I926. They are assured 

that the task He has given them to .do is but 
at its inception, and given the necessary 
men and means for' yet -greater production 

and circulation schemes, they would 
assure their subscribers that greater 
things that these will be recorded in 
a year or so. 

The Committee have been able 
to increase their European staff dur­
ing the past year by sending· Miss 

Mollison to Cairo for Secretarial work. The Egypt 
General Mission have again kindly loaned Miss 
Blaikie to the Children's Department for one day a 

week. It would seem essential, however, for a whole-time 
worker to be appointed in the near future. 

B 
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., BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

They hope further to increase their staff in the Autumn of 
the present year, when Mr. John R. Menzies hopes to sail for 
Egypt. 

They have also under consideration another gentleman from 
New Zealand, who is preparing to offer for work in Cairo when 
the way has been made clear. 

They hope these will be the forerunners of several other new 
workers in the near future. 

The N.M. Press has now forty workers, (i.e., European and 
native) in Egypt, who have produced 590 publications, in 22 years. 
(The Co.Jporteurs are still working under the Joint Cblportage 
Committee). Branches have been esltablished in Jerusalem, 
Algiers and Khartoum for the Sudan; they have Agencies at 
Beyrut, Jaffa, Haifa, Tunis, Java, China and Morocco. 

The Home Office has been streng-the ned bv the inclusion of 
the Rev. T. W. Mason as Deputation Secretary, and he is at 
work a~ present seeking to gain interest in Scotland. 

The Committee regretfully accepted the resignation of Mrs. 
Montgomery, who had been one of their earliest representatives 
and correspondents in the United States. The American Chris­
tian Literatur'e Society for Mos,lems now co"'operates with them 
in America by receiving and forwarding funds. 

It was with great sorrow that they learned during the year 
of the sad death of the Rev. R. G. McGill, who had worked with 
them so graciously for several years as Chairman of the Joint 
Colportage Committee. His whole-hearted co-operation was 
ever a stimulus to the work of colportage in Egypt, and his loss 
is keenly felt. 

One of the greatest needs of the work for the immediate 
future is a supervisor for these men. During the year a friend 
has provided the means for a motor car, in which such a super­
visor may visit the colporteurs, but the man is still needed. Mr. 
Upson writes.: "The work has developed beyond my powers, 
and I need help on the distribution and bus,iness side." For this 
he feels he needs three or four responsible keen men, and the 
Committee ask prayer for such men to be forthcoming. 

An experiment has been made for six months of sending one 
of our best colporteurs into the Sudan. This has proved a great 
answer to prayer, and the sales of books there, althoug-h the 
country is in a difficult condition, have exceeded expectations. 

Alongside the .need for an increased staff has been the cal! 
for more efficient machinery. It was with real thanksi!iving that 
the Executive were able to purchase and forward to Cairo a new, 
NO.4 Babcock" Standard" Machine, which is now installed. 

In reviewing the year's work, with its great cause for t'hank­
fulnes,s, and encouragement to g'O forward, it must alsO' be said 
that the way has not been free from difficulties. The building of 
adjacent premises and the constant boring operations consequent 
thereupO'n, have given many an anxious moment, but God has 
again graciouslv overruled all, and the building in Sharia Manakh 
is now habitable again. But for the fact that Mr. and Mrs. 
Upson are now homeward bound, they would be occupying their 
old flat. 
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"BLESSED BE EGYPT." 37 

There have alsQ been difficulties with reference tQ the license 
fQr the machinery, Qwing tQ new laws being enfQrced, but this 
also has, nQW been Q1vercOime. 

PermissiQn has been granted for translation Qf SQme Qf Qur 
bQoks and leaflets during the year intQ Yiddish fQr the Jews, 
alsD intOi Malay and Tamil. 

AnQther answer tD prayer in the past year has been the 
Dpening Df a new BDDkshDp inside the Damascus Gate, in Khan­
ez-Zait, Jerusalem. Ibrahim Jameel is in charge Df the shQlP, 
and, daily, numbers Df men IDDk in tD see the bDDks and pictures. 
He is having intensely interesting cDnversatiQns with MDslems. 
The full st'Dry has already been mentiOined in " Blessed be Egypt. " 

The small staff Df five cDlpDrteurs fDr Palestine is still at 
wDrk, but it is with regret the Committee have to report that the 
man whQ did such good work fQr years at Jaffa and returned to 
Judaism has not yet come back tQ Christ, and prayer is asked for 
a true repentance. 

The cQ-Qperation with the Algiers MissiQn Band still goes on. 
Each repQrt vies with the former in interest and results. With a 
larger staff Qf CQlporteurs there, greater and more efficient work 
cQluld be accomplished, and the Committee hQlpe it may be pos­
sible to accede tQ the request for at least two more. 

During the year, an urgent appeal, signed by Bishop Linton, 
Dr. Zwemer, and others, has been before the Executive with 
reference tD Qpening a BDDkshQP in Persia with COilporteurs 
attached. In this cQnnection Mr. UpsDn has printed several 
tracts in Persian, and is still at work Dn Dthers, but the larger 
scheme needs much prayer, preparatiQn, men and mDney. Will 
friends please bear this matter in mind. 

Turning tD finance. Once again the CDmmittee have tQ 
recQrd their thanksgiving tQ GOld fDr the supply Df their needs. 
TWQ small legacies have been received during the past twelve 
mQnths, but the incDme has nDt been as much as the previDus 
year. The Committee "iish tD thank all those whQ have made it 
pOlS sible tQ continue the wDrk more efficiently than befQre, 
amQngst whDm must be specially mentiDned the MiltDn Stewart 
Evangelistic Funds; the American Christian Literature SQciety 
fDr MDslems; thDse friends whQ have helped thrDugh the support 
Qf CDlpQrteurs, and especially thDse who through prayer and self­
sacrifice in smaller gifts have enabled them to send fQrth a con­
tinuQlus stream Df Gospel literature, numbering 354,564 books 
dUiring the past year. 

Their thanks are also due tD the HQnorary AuditDrs for their 
attentiOin tD the Accoun:tsl during the past! year. 

The full aCCQunts Df the wDrk frDm abroad will be read with 
much interest, and are printed with this issue. 

In IDoking fDrward, there is every reaSDn tOi believe that: the 
wo,rk of the Nile Mission Press can and will become a still greater 
power than ever in the' evangelisation of the MOislem W Q1rld. As 
new workers come there will be the need fQr their support, but 
when the LDrd thrus,ts forth the labQurers, He makes, their every 
need His, Qwn, so we can gQ forward with a glad cDnfidence. 

Nile HQuse, JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Tunbridge Wells" England. S ecreta:ry . 
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THE NILE MISSION PRESS (Incorporated 1905). 

Receipts and Payments Accouni for the Year ended 31st December, 1926. 

RECEIPTS. 

To Cash at Bank, 1st January, 1926 :­
Current Account 
Cash in Hand 

HOME RECEIPTS :­
Hon. Treasurer 
Scotland ... 
United States of America 
Canada ... .,. 
Australia-Victoria (including- leg-acy) 

Queensland 
New South Wales 

New Zealand 

" Colportage-Egypt, Palestine and Donations 
for Special Purposes 

., Sale of Magazines 
I,iterature 

" Interest on Deposit Account 

£ s. d. 

1580 8 2 
11 15 0 

1539 0 6 
138 5 10 
171 17 5 

96 19 9 
232 16 Ii 

20 0 0 
19 14 6 
:!3 11 0 

i,l I 8 
18 16 5 

,£ s. d. 

1592 3 2 

2242 5 Ii 

1828 I!J II 

()!J 18 I 

30 II 9 

£5763 18 !'J 

PAYMENTS. 
By HOME EXPENDITURE. 

" Office Rent, Rates and Salaries 
" Printing and Stationery, including •. Blessed 

be Egypt" ... 
,. Depntations, Advertising', Postages, and 

Office Expenses 
" Bank Charges ... 

EXPENDITURE ON BEHAU' OF CAIRO :-
Fire Insnrance, Cairo Premises 

" 
Purchase of New Machinery 

,. Missionary's Passage Money 
Expenses ... 

FIELD EXPENDITURE:­
" Cash transferred to Cairo 

and Outfit 
... 

" Salary paid by London on account of Cairo 

Cash transferred to Jerusalem 
CASH AT BANK, 31ST D~;C~]MBER, HI26:­

Current Account 
Deposit Account 
Cash ill hand 31Rt December, 1926 

We have audited the above Account and compared it with the Pass Book and Vouchers 
and certify the same to be correct. 

£ S. d. 

24 6 0 
637 18 3 

45 6 Ii 

252G 0 6 
12 10 0 

380 11 !J 
59!'J 11 !J 

25 19 7 

£, s. d. 
662 8 4 

182 4 3 

205 3 
2 0 

707 10 !J 

2533 10 Ij· 
4fi.! 18 3 

1002 3 

£5763 18 I'> 

ALFRED M. BARKWORTH, 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Kennan's Honse, 
Crown Court, Cheapside, E.C. 2. 11th February, 1927. 

J. DIX LEWIS, ClESAR & CO., 
Chartered Accountants. 
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22nd Jlnnual R~"ort of tb~ .,t1~ mission prus. 
Review of the Year 1926. 

" Bread corn is ground." - Isa. xxviii. 28. 

BUT a long and varied prepara­
tion is necessary before the 
corn is ready to be ground, 
and, then, again, before the 

dough is ready to be baked into 
bread. 

" Except a grain of wheat fall 
into the earth and die, it abideth by 

alone; but if it die, it bearet l1 mll( h 
fruit." (John xii. 24). 

" That which thou thyself sowest. is not 
quickened, except it die: and that which 
thou sow est, thou sow est not the body that 

shall be, but a bare grain, it may chance of wheat, 
or of some other kind; but God giveth it a body 
even as it pleased him, and to each seed a body 
of its own." (I. Cor. xv. 36 , 37). 

But-" Doth the plowman plow continually 
to so'1£1? Doth he continually open and break the 
clods of his ground? \Vhen he hath made plain 

the face thereof," (with the harrows !) " doth he not cast abroad 
the fitched, and scatter the cummin, and put the wheat in rows 
and the barley in the appointed place and the spelt in the border 
thereof? F or his God doth· instruct him aright, and doth teach 
him. For the fitches are not threshed with a sharp threshing 
instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin ; 
but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a 
rod. Bread corn is ground; for he will not ever be threshing it : 
and though the wheel of his cart and his horses scatter it, he 
doth not grind it. This also cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, 
which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in effectual work­
ing" (or making thing-s to be). (Isa. xxviii. 24-29). 

The Great and \Vise Husbandman has many different kinds 
of soil in His fields, many different kinds of crops, many different 
kinds of labour to perform, and many kinds of labourers to 
perform them. 

" He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man; and the 
field is the world; and the harvest is the consummation of 
the age; and the reapers are the angels." (Matt. xiii. 37-39)' 
" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest, that he send forth 
labourers into his harvest." (Matt. ix. 37). He is the Lord of 
the harvest. He chooses his labourers. He gives to each one 
his work. He directs all the different operations. He has the 

• The Bread oj Life Himself waited long before a Maiden was found of the 
house of David who was willing to say with all her heart, .. Behold, the bond maid 
of the Lord; be it unto me according to Thv word," well aware of what it would 
mean to her good name, and to her life, and to the love of her betrothed; and 
before an heir of David was found who would not frustrate the plan of salvation 
hy having his wife stoned. . 

And, again, how long has the Lord of the harvest waited for His reaping and 
His harvest-home? 

c 
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whole end in view. He knows all the different needs and 
hindrances, and how to act accordingly. The work is His, and 
the harvest is His, and the labourers are, each and all of them, 
His. They are not only His care, but also His servants, not 
choosing their own work, nor their own time, nor their own 
methods, nor their own implements, nor are the results of their 
labour in their own hands. What is asked of them is surrender 
to his will, and faithfulness in the performance of it. "For his 
God doth instruct him aright, and doth teach him," for the Lord 
of all His own hosts is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in so 
arranging all details that His practical ends are achieved. 

In the Master's husbandry the Nile Mission Press has its 
share of the work going forward. And it partakes, in its small 
way, in the great variety of labour to be done. In the parable, 
not all the seed fell in good ground, but, although there \vere 
stones and thorns and hard high-road, these, thank God, do not 
constitute the larger part of the tilth. The labourer who toils at 
removing rocks, or at grubbing up thistles, may feel at times that 
his is not the inspiring service of the foreman-gardener. But 
will he not also have his place in the rejoicings of the harvest­
home? 

So also the different activities of the Nile Mission Press are 
not all directly sowing the seed, still less binding up the sheaves. 
There is also ploughing and harrowing to be done. But" the 
husbandman that laboureth must also be the first to take part in 
the fruits." (2 Tim. ii. 6). 

We are deeply thankful to be able to report advance during 
the year, in all branches of service. 

Circumstances have not failed to arise, of course, which we 
are inclined to call "ditliculties," and even " mountains" in the 
way. But, as Mr. Upson pointed out in his last annual report, 
these are rather to be regarded as " stepping-stones." And so 
they have proved. 

Early in the year a question arose with regard to a certain 
expression in one of our publications,~a translation from a 
valuable English work. This brought up the question of religious 
liberty in Egypt, and the freedom of the press. While we are 
thoroughly in accord with all efforts to suppress licence, and the 
danger of religious fanaticism, we were able to bring the 
authorities to recognise that the expressions complained of were 
perfectly legitimate. Thank God, this "mountain" became a 
plain, and the book was passed. 

There is no official censorship in Eg"ypt, but attempts were 
being made to use the registration of publications as a censor­
ship, and though we by no means dispute the right to do so, the 
procedure has been brought into line with law~to which, of 
course, we gladly conform. 

Another big "rock," which seemed about to fall upon us, 
has also been graciously removed. Building proceedings next 
door threatened to damage severely our building, and raised the 
question whether \ve should not have to pull it down and re-build 
it. Then a slight earthquake occurred, which did a good deal of 
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damage to many old buildings. Our loving Father, however, 
kept ours safe, and beyond some cracks, which by arrangement 
with the contractors next door are being repaired, we believe 
that our building will stand secure for another few years to come. 

The unhygienic conditions of many workshops gave rise- to 
a new law last year, requiring inspection and a licence in each 
case. 

Delay in the issue of the licence to use our printing press 
gave the police an excuse for attempting to close it. 

Though our establishment is a model of a hygienic workshop 
-and in this is a contrast to most others in Cairo-the pretext 
was raised of the precise type of electric switch in use (ours was 
eventually approved !), to delay the issue of the licence, and so to 
cause us a good deal of discussion. 

Our large printing machine, after many years of good service, 
broke down beyond repair. By God's gracious provision, a new. 
larger, and more efficient machine has been set up, and is now 
turning out work satisfactory in all respects. The installation 
of this machine brought us again into contact with the police. 
The who~e matter now has been settled amicablv, and, we trust, 
for good. . 

These are some of the stones and the thorns which have had 
to be removed. 

The Nile Mission Press is a Afission press, with a distinct­
ively Missionary character. It seeks both to spread the Gospel 
by the printed \'iord, and, where opportunity offers, by the 
spoken witness, and also to work, not only in harmony and 
brotherly co-operation \vith all true Christian missions, but also 
to serve them in every way it can. 

Its basis is Evangelical and interdenominational, standing 
on the firm ground of faithfulness to the revealed W o'rd of God 
as the full and suflicient disclosures of Himself and of His pur­
poses of grace. 

But it has no " Church" nor endowments to support it. It 
regards itself as a ste\vard of the gifts of God's people for the 
prosecution of His work. 

Consequently, the utmost economy IS practised, and the 
whole organization is conducted on the strictest business lines. 
On the other hand, the management feels that the Christian 
Missionary character of the Press renders it inadvisable for it, 
without reflection on the liberty of others, to take advantage of 
certain sources of profit which other business-houses employ 
entirely legitimately. We have, therefore, ceased to do com­
mercial printing, except for Missionary Societies and Christian 
Associations. And we now stock in our Book-shop only Christian 
literature, and such as has a distinctly evangelical tone. We do 
not now sell stationery nor accessories for offices and schools. 
The little remaining in stock will not be renewed when disposed of. 

There are a great many Arabic printing presses in Cairo 
which are splendidly equipped, and turn out first-class work, 
expeditiously and cheaply. 
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As practically all the Missionary Societies and individuals 
have been obliged to retrench considerably in their expenses, and 
as they too are sensible of their stewardship, it is evident that 
they must consider the matter of cost in their printing and 
publication. 

The Nile Mission Press is a Christian Mission too, and it 
regards itself, with all its employees. as a family of brethren in 
Christ. Not that it can guarantee that all its employees are true 
children of God, hut it seeks to treat them all as such. It also 
\yishes to serve the Missions by employing, when possible, suit­
able converts and enquirers who are in need. 

Consequently, it cannot condescend to certain commercial 
methods, and, least of all, to that of " sweating-." A fair day's 
wage for a fair day's work is its motto, and also, "Not profits, 
but profit! " to all concerned. 

But, for this reason, the Press, while doing its best to give 
satisfaction, hoth in quality and price, and while willingly making 
sacrifices to help in the Lord's work, cannot always compete with 
secular firms for Mission printing. 

T926 has seen a marked advance in clearness of printing­
due to the new Babcock machine, and also ne,,,· Arabic type. 

As for the financial results, for the past three years the 
Printing Department has met all its expenses, including allow­
ance for depreciation of plant. But it cannot do more than this 
on " Mission printing." 

vVe have some " standing orders," which are helpful. We 
print three monthly Arabic magazines, viz.: "Orient and 
Occident,)) for the Church Missionarv Society; "Beshair el 
Salam,)) for the Egypt General Mission; and" El Barid el Misri," 
the organ of the Egyptian and Svrian Postal and Telegraph 
Christian Association. The latter is also edited and published 
and distributed by us. I 

We have also had some fairly large "outside" orders during 
the year, as well as increased work of our own, enabling us to 
ernploy extra tvpesetters. Dr. vVakefield's big work in Arabic, 
"The Arabic Reference Qur'an," was finished and sent off to 
India and other countries. 

My own "The Historical Truth of the Bible" (Part 1.), III 

English, has also been completed. 
Orders have also been received and fulfilled for printing 

tracts in Persian. 
Our valued friend and Prayer-helper, Sir \;\1illiam Willcocks, 

has also kept us busy with printing his translations of the Gospels 
and other sections of the Ne\\' Testament into the Egyptian 
colloquial speech, and tracts in English. Incidentally, we may 
mention, \vith gratitude to God, in which we cordially join this 
es~eemed brother in Christ, that these portions have proved so 
valuable and so acceptable, both to the "barely literate" people 
and to the Missionaries in the hospitals, that they have had to be 
reprinted more than once in increasing numbers. 

This does not mean that we necessarily endorse the principle 
of "colloquial Arabic" versions. For in such points as this 
(not involving loyalty to God's Word), we say," In essentials 
unity; in non-essentials liberty; in all things charity." 
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THE STAFF. 

The Nile Mission Press could do well \\lith a considerable 
increase in the ofIice staff, did funds permit, and if thoroughly 
suitable men can be found. 

The present Cairo personnel has worked at high pressure 
throughout the year. But we have not been exempt from sick­
ness, though we are thankful to record that the Lord has also 
been our Healer. Also we mention with gratitude that, such has 
been the spirit of brotherly unity, that when one or more have 
been absent from sickness, the work of the absent has been kindly 
taken up among the others and not allowed to fall in arrears. 

Mrs. Michell and I were glad, when. liberated from the 
Government service, to offer our help to this important work, so 
entirely congenial to our own wishes and convictions. After 23 
years' absence from direct missionary work in Arabic-speaking 
countries, one is naturally rather "rusty," but we are gradually 
transforming our Tunisian speech into the Egyptian. 

A welcome addition to our staff in Cairo is Miss Hilda 
Mollison, who fills the urg-ent need of Mr. Upson for a private 
secretary. 

Weare also grateful to the Eg-ypt General Mission for the 
" loan" once a week of Miss Blaikie to our Junior Department. 
Only those who know the conditions in Muslim lands of women 
and children can appreciate the immense importance of this field 
of labour. If the rising generation grows up in ignorance and 
vice, and if the mothers and \vives are degraded, superstitious, 
and completely uneducated, what hope can there be for the future 
of the race? 

The Management and Publication staff has had its hands full 
during the year. The decision as to the works to be published is 
in the hands of the Joint Publication Committee, which meets 
once a month. On this Committee are represented, besides the 
N.M.P., the C.M.S., the American Mission, the Egypt General 
Mission, the Native Synod, &c. 

But, when passed, some of these works have to be trans­
lated into Arabic. This is done by our valued helper, Rev. Gabra 
Tawadros, who also corrects one set of proofs. 

Sheikh Iskander also corrects proofs, sub-edits the "Barid 
el Misri," and writes original articles for the same. 

The Correspondence and general business department is 
under Sanad Effendi, the Financial and accounts under Rizk Eff. 
Marcus, and the Colportage is, superintended by Butrus Effendi, 
and the Book-shop by Amin Effendi. The Storekeeper, Nashid 
Effendi, has also an important sphere of labour in packing. All 
these we commend to the prayers of the Lord's people. 

Our weekly prayer meeting, on Thursday afternoons, to 
which all Christian friends are welcome, is not only a necessity 
for such a work as ours, but is also a valued means of knitting 
us together. The weekly Gospel service, in Arabic, for all the 
employees, is also an essential part of our work. vVe would ask 
prayer for this tOG, that it may be the means of salvation to some 
who, though taking a part in the production of Christian litera-
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ture, are not themselves believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is held on Wednesday afternoons, and is cDnducted by the Rev. 
Gabra and Sheikh Iskander, and addressed occasionally by 
myself. We would ask prayer, too, that the Spirit of Christ may 
reign in effectual brotherly love, overcoming innate prejudices 
arising from the ancient antipathies between native Christians 
and Moslems. 

In its relations with other Missionary organizations and 
individuals, we are deeply thankful to be able to report that the 
Nile Mission Press is meeting with increasing cordiality, which 
it seeks by all legitimate means to reciprocate. Not only 
residents but visitors from other lands, and mission workers from 
other spheres, temporarily residing in Egypt for the study of 
Arabic, and not infrequently tourists interested in the Lord's 
work, call at the Mission Press and greatly encourage us with 
their sympathy and help. Time spent in shewing them round the 
premises is far from grudged, and in common with all mission­
aries, we feel that many travellers would gladly do this service, 
if they knew how much their visits are appreciated. 

Not only are our relatiDns with the Churches and Societies 
excellent, but we are also glad to acknowledge that this is spread­
ing to other lands. I will only mention briefly here the happy 
co-operation with the Algiers MissiDn Band, of which a report 
will be fDund further on. We are now working, too, in close 
touch with the C.M.S. and other Missions in Persia. The Nile 
Mission Press acts reciprocally in Agencies with the Beirut 
Mission Press, and has other mutual \vDrk in view. In Palestine 
and Syria, too, we are Dn the best of terms with other Missions. 

For all this we give grateful thanks to the Lord of the 
Harvest. 

LITERARY PRODUCTION. 

Reference has been made to the Joint Publication Committee. 
We had to mourn the lo·ss during the year of the Rev. R. McGill, 
who was drowned at Alexandria, together with Rev_ J. Baird, 
while gallantly attempting to save others. The others were 
saved, but our dear friends lost their lives. 

The Rev. W. T. Fairman was appDinted by the American 
Mission to' replace Mr. McGill on the Committee, and the Rev. 
E. E. Elder to replace Mr. Adams. 

Our production is steadily growing, as will be seen from the 
new catalogue for July, I926, and from the following list :-

No. 
559 
561 
582 
583 
584 
585 
586 
587 
588 
589 
597 
599 

NAME. 

Messages of To-day III ... 
Life of Jacob 
Life of Rev. Bulos Mikhail 
Three Dreams 
The Hundred Texts 
Need of a Redeemer 
A Cigarette's Story 
Seveufold Secret ... 
Appeal to Parlt. . .. 
Cur Dens Homo 
Greatest Personality 
Prepare to meet thy God ... 

REMARKS. 

Morrison .. . 
(Oriental) .. . 
(By his son) 
Trans. Rizk Ell'. 
Irish Church 
Michell 
Dewairy 
Complete edn. 
A.T.U. (Purity) 
Anselm 
Zwemer 
Lindberg (leaflet) ... 

P.T. 

! 
3t 
3 
! 
! 

15 per 100 
25 per 100 

5 
free 
2 
! 

10 per 100 
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And here are a few not yet ready :-

No. NAME. 

1)90 JesuR the True Vine 
,j91 Commentary St. Mark 
592 Series for Thinking- MoslemR 
593 How to work for Christ .. . 
594 Story of Joseph (illus.) .. . 
595 Ditto Ditto 
596 Ditto Ditto 
598 White Queen of Okoyong 

REMARK&. 

25 sermons 
Porter 
Michell 
Torrey 

... In Eng-Iish 
In French 
In Arabic 
(Mary Slessor). 

DISTRIBUTION. 

45 

Though, strictly speaking, a Printing and Publishing under­
taking, and while welcoming the indispensable aid of Missionary 
Societies and of other publishing houses in circulating its publica­
tions, the Nile Mission Press does not rely only on this aid, but 
has a considerable organization also for direct distribution. 

This is divided into :-

(a) Its Cairo Book-shop. 
(b) Its own Colportage System. 
(c) Parcels by Book-post to many lands. 
(d) Sales and grants to Missionaries. 

BOOK DEP6T.-Mr. Upson writes the following:-

Weare extremely interested in watching the progress of our 
Book-shop. When one remembers the great difficulty which 
Amin Eff., our dep6t-keeper, labours under, that of chronic 
asthma-which he cannot help, poor boy, for it is the direct resuit 
of sleeping in damp places whilst a colporteur-one can only feel 
grateful to God for continued progress. 

As Amin's knowledge of English is somewhat limited, three 
of our ladies took "turn about" to help in the dep6t during 
November and December afternoons, i.e., Mrs. Michell, Mrs. 
Upson, and Miss Mollison. It is satisfactory to record that we 
more than got back our outlay upon a new stock of Christmas 
Cards and Christian Calendars stocked, not for their intrinsic 
value, but as a "draw" to get people to examine our 
increased stock of evangelical literature by such publishers as 
the Religious Tract Society, .Marshall Bros., Morgan & Scott, 
Pickering & Inglis, Oliphants, Revells, Hodder & Stoughton, etc. 

But our main object is, of course, to carryon this as an 
entrep6t of A rabic Christian literature, principally for ourselves 
but also for many of the publications of the American Press, 
Beyrout, and of the S.P.C.K. (C.M.S.), Egypt. 

This vear has been a difficult one for literature on account of 
the lowne~s of funds in some of the larger societies; however, in 
spite of lack of money, we rejoice to notice a wider range of 
workers inspecting our stock. 

The total value of sales of books for 1924 was much higher 
than in 1923, yet 1925 increased LE'3IO more; while 1926 shows 
LE.218 advance on 1925. For which we sing" Laus Deo." 
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As regards the total circulation of A rabic Gospel literature 
alone, the follmving figures speak for themselves :­

In I923 we distributed 160,000 copies. 
" 1924 " 340,233" 
" 1925 " 357,056 " 
" 1926 " 354,564" 

So that it has been a very good year. 
And every now and again an opportunity for "a word for 

the Master" has been found or made. On one occasion a well­
dressed young man made inquiry for "F.'s latest book" 
(mentioning a famous preacher). On being told that we did not 
stock the book mentioned, he asked "Why?" That led on to 
a pleasant talk, in which we sought to point out that it is incum­
bent on the Christian to avoid slippery places and to stand firm 
on the Rock, Christ Jesus. We then discovered that we were 
talking to a Muslim convert from one of the Barbary States. 
May God give him grace to stand on the Rock. 

(Signed) A. T. U. 
COLPORTAGE. 

(a) The Nile Valley. A detailed report on the Colportage 
work in the Nile Valley in 1926 will appear later. 

A special feature of the year was the Colporteurs' Confer­
ence at Zeitoun, on April 15th and 16th, 1926, of which an 
account appeared in the July number of " BLESSED BE EGYPT." 

Meanwhile we may mention that, in spite of the withdrawal 
from this work" of one of our most successful salesmen, Amin 
Gerges, for the important service of the Book-dep6t, and the 
absence for three months of another, the sales amounted to but 
a little less in number than those of the year before, viz., 32,689, 
as compared with 33,547 in 1925, and in value LE.484i, as 
against LE'486 the year before. 

(b) The Sudan. At the beginning of October we were 
enabled to accomplish our long-cherished ambition of sending a 
Colporteur to the Sudan, a country practically devoid of Christian 
literature, except such as can be distributed by the few local 
missionaries. 

Bulus Malaty was chosen for this difficult sphere, as an 
experiment for six months. His reports are most encouraging. 
In spite of difficulties of all sorts, he has met with a pressing 
demand, surpassing at present anything experienced in Egypt. 

(c) The Oases. A grand example was also set by our friend, 
Gohar Effendi Thomas, an Evangelist of the American Mission, 
who devoted his usual annual vacation: to visiting the southern 
oases in the Libyan Desert-Dakhla and Kharga. 

The story of this journey was given in " BLESSED BE EGYPT" 
for January, 1927. It shows a little of the great fatigues of the 
road, but nothing of the real dangers encountered, and, of course, 
nothing of the self-sacrifice so freely given. 

I am happy to say that this effort wa9 cited in a religious 
periodical afterwards" in an earnest appeal to other evangelists 
to imitate Gohar's excellent example in their holidays. 

(d) Transjordania. A similar expedition, in his summer 
holidays, was made in August, to Gilead, Moab and Edam, by 
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our friend Ibrahim Eff. Downay, now an evangelist of the 
German Carmel Mission, accompanied by the Rev. Heinrici. 
The N. M. P. helped with the cost of the journey, a most interest­
ing report of which also appeared in the January number of 
" BLESSED BE EGYPT." . 

The importance (and the difficulties) of evangelising these 
still wild districts are brought out in this report, and call for 
earnest prayer and practical help. The Nile Mission Press has 
now had the joy of appointing its own colporteur in Trans­
jordania, trusting that the Lord will provide for his support and 
expenses. 

(e) Palestine and Syria. In spite of the British Mandate in 
Palestine, things have not yet sufficiently recovered from the long 
centuries of Turkish misrule to make colportage work in that 
country an easy task. A good deal of fanaticism still survives 
in Palestine. 

In Syria, though life is gradually settling down to normal 
again, under the conciliatory and pacifying policy of the French, 
great care must still be exercised in spreading the work of 
Christian missions. 

Still, we have to report, with deep gratitude to God, pro­
gress in these countries too, and that ditficulties which, to the 
eye of the flesh, seemed hardly surmountable, have been 
graciously largely removed. 

Mr. Upson went to Jerusalem in July for the purpose of find­
ing a suitable bookshop. None could be found near the Jaffa 
Gate, but a still more appropriate place was at last discovered 
just within the Damascus Gate, in the Mohammedan quarter. 
But the local opposition was so great that it was almost impos­
sible to get it. By our God's good hand upon us, it was event­
ually secured. Notices were sent out, however, by a secret 
Moslem society, with affiliations in Cairo, strictly "boycotting" 
the shop, and every effort was made to enforce this measure. Yet 
at my visit in October I found the boycott practically a dead 
letter, and though the progress has not been rapid, still, at 
present, we are thankful to be able to say that the work there is 
going on satisfactorily under our colporteur, Ibrahim Jameel, and 
his young assistant, Mikhail. 

(f) N azarelh. The work in Galilee is difficult on account of 
distances and the hilly nature of the country, as well as the 
fanaticism of the people, Moslems, Christians and Jews. The 
urgent need of a donkey, to carry loads of books, was felt, and 
also kindly supplied by a friend in England. Most inopportunely, 
however, cattle plague broke out, and the beast-markets were 
closed and a sanitary cordon established which prevented the 
circulation of animals. It was impossible, therefore, to purchase 
an ass until these restrictions were removed. Just at the time of 
my visit in October liberty was restored, and I had the pleasure 
of seeing our colporteur, Elyas Teballuj, in possession of a fine 
young animal, and full of thanks at being able to re-visit the 
mountain villages with an adequate supply of literature. 

(g) Nablus. Our man in the Nablus district, Isa Saleh, has 
a most ungrateful soil to work, and needs our prayers, and his 
chronic asthma incapacitates him every winter. Reference was 
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made to hisl trials in my repDrt Dn my jDurney to Palestine, 
in our January number, 1927. We trust that, with tact and 
patience and brDtherly cD-operatiDn with other wDrkers, he may 
again be enabled to penetrate intO' places frDm which he has been 
cast Dut-with SDme viDlence and much SCDrn ! 

His district has been the scene of great political movements 
from time immemDrial, and is, we believe, to becDme that of the 
final great battle of the end of the age. 

(h) Syria. Plans are preparing, we hope with some pros­
pect of success, for bringing Dur sporadic work in Syria to' a 
definite localizatiDn in fellowship with our Lord's labourers in 
that land. But it is premature now to go into details. 

But, when we come to speak of plans, there are so many 
things we shDuld like to do !-SQ many fields that are calling 
loudly for our labour, some that it seems quite imperative to 
DCCUpy! But how? We must just wait for the pillar of cloud 
to move! An agency at Damascus fDr the immense district of 
N Drthern MeSDpDtamia. AnDther in the Persian Gulf, for 
penetration intO' SDuthern Persia. Then what about Aden and 
its great hinterland, bDth in Arabia and North-East Africa? 
And Morocco? And Tripoli and Cyrenaica? And why not 
Bombay? 

All these require trained men and funds, not to mention a 
l~r!Ser staff at Cairo for supply and correspondence and super­
VISIOn. 

We ask for the prayers of the Lord's people in all these 
projects. We do not seek to run where we are not sent. But 
our desire is to ulatch and be ready! 

I sUbjoin some special reports, which are of great interest, 
and a few appreciations of N.M.P. witness, for which we are 
thankful, and take courage . 

• 
€XfraC(S from R~l'ort of Coll'orfag~ Work in 

JUgula during ;~bruarv and marcb, 1926 
Brief Notes. 

Attitude of the people. There is a marked change in the 
attitude of the people towards Christians and Christian literature 
within the last twelve months. There is a hunger for literature 
that I had not met with previously. This raises another impor­
tant point. Is the illiteracy percentage placed too high? The 
statistics seem to prove that, as nearly all the sales have been on 
the Sahel, and these in 7 journeys only. Two years ago I went 
to a market which I was told was one of the most ignorant in 
Algeria. I found it so. I sold at that time for about IO or 12 

sous. This year I re-visited the market and sold over 30 francs 
worth. This again proves that the demand for literature is 
increasing. 

Pictu'res are bought freely, and in nearly every instance by 
the illiterates. "May bright Christian pictures soon crowd out 
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oid Abdel Kadir and Ali and the lion grotesques," is oUr desire. 
There is a break coming sure-a mass movement can be expected 
in the near future for Algeria-to see 300 men gathered together 
in a cafe to listen to a Gospel message, and receive it also, is a 
sight to enthuse the most grumpy and pessimistic soul that ever 
breathed. A more remarkable fact-a group of Moslems seek­
ing pardon in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and this in a 
cafe also-well, well, such a sight is enough to make a soul go 
up in joy and never come down again. Praise God! It is near, 
it is coming-the great break. 

All this has been made possible by a complete co-operation 
between the various societies. 

I. In the first instance great praise is due to the N.M.P. 
in opel1Jing a book depot in Algiers-through their generO'sity we 
have been able to' place cheap literature at a price readily pur­
chased by the Arabs. Thus, the bulk of the material for this 
advance in literature distributiO'n is supplied by the Nile Mi's,siO'n 
Press. 

2. Added to this, free literature from the Scripture Gift 
Mission has augmented the supplies. 

3. Next, the Methodist Episcopal Mission have supplied a 
very capable worker in the person of Si Sultani. Not only has 
the literature been distributed, but direct evangelistic work has 
been accomplished. 

4. The Algiers Mission Band has supplied the oversight 111 

freeing for literature distribution A. E. Theobald. 
The practical side of co-operation is as follows :-
"The N.M.P. pays for the extra expenses incurred in 

travelling by A. E. T. and a large grant towards the literature for 
sale. The M.E.C. pays the native helper his salary, and the 
A. M. B. any extras incurred in travelling. The A. M. B. finds the 
running expenses of the car." 

Thus co-operatiO'n is an accomplished fact in Algeria­
between four societies, Nile Mission Press, Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Scripture Gift Mission and Algiers Mission Band. 

A further report from Mr. Theobald in November last runs 
as follows :--

" I had a beautiful message en route, which was a real 
inspiration. Phil. 3. 'He will subdue all things to Himself,' 
failures, temptations, difficulties, circumstances, all things 
subdued to His glory. This lovely promise has been faithfully 
fulfilled every day. 

Leaving Algiers on October 23rd, 1926, the first break was 
at Cherchell for the purpose of assisting in the week-end meet­
ings at the N. A. M station there. It was good to be there, the 
touch with the Arab work and the delightful fellowship with the 
workers was a seal of the Master's blessing over all. 

From there we travelled to one of the A.M.B. stations, and 
on October 28th commenced colportage in the large native 
market. The sales were not very high, owing partly to the small 
percentage of readers and partly to the weather, a bad sand­
storm raging all the time. 

Dctober 30th, arrived at a rather important town in the 
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mountains overlooking the immense plain. Again the prev&iling 
atmospheric conditions were unfavourable for colportage work. 
I went from shop to shop in the town, but after twO' hours 
was obliged to retire. The mDrning ushered in another burn­
ing siroccO' and blinding sand-stDrm, the air was hot and 
oppressive, and laden with fine particles of sand; soon eyes, 
ears, nose, mDuth were cDvered with the choking dust, and 
it was only possible to see a few yards ahead, so thick were the 
clDuds. N ext day there was a complete change, and instead of 
the burning south wind, we had a piercing icy cold north wind 
and a steady rain set in. 

In spite of all these adverse circumstances, I was greatly 
encouraged by the reception of our literature-the verse' SUbdued 
to Himself,' crowned all. 

Two young men were greatly interested in the range of 
literature carried, and one of them asked if I had 'Romeo and 
Juliet' in Arabic, and receiving an answer in the negative, he 
said: ' I note all your books are religious books, we have nothing 
to do with religion now, neither our own nor any other.' 

After some deliberation he decided that though my books 
were religious, and Christian at that, he might find something 
interesting, so he bought' Riches that fail not,' , Ghazzali and his 
search for truth,' and Miss Trotter's latest work for the mystics, 
, Seven Secrets.' 

N Dvember the 3rd we commenced work in --, having 
entered the town about 2 o'clock in the afternoon the day pre­
vious. On entering, a young lad came forward and volunteered 
to shew us our resting-place for the night; he was truly 'the one 
with the pitcher,' as after events proved, for most faithfully he 
attached himself to us during our stay there. When we entered 
the Hotel (if you could call it such !) we experienced considerable 
difIiculty in finding the owner, and at last, after much palaver, a 
boy came forward and took us to our room. It was a very 
delapidated place, the walls were discoloured with the damp, the 
ceilings were cracked and falling, that it would nDt be wise to 
shout Hallelujah too loudly lest you became enveloped in a cloud 
of dust; altogether it was a forlorn-looking resting-place. How­
ever, things turned out much brighter than we expected, every­
thing was clean, and that was all that mattered then, and our 
seven days there were another confirmation that ' all things were 
subdued to Him.' 

The next morning we visited nearly all the principal readers 
of the town, the first stop being at the Koranic school, with all 
its usual hubbub. The Taleb there was very interested in my 
pack, so were the boys, who nearly overturned me in their rush 
for something to read; after the Taleb had made his purchases 
he allowed the boys to CDme forward with their pence for some 
'stories. ' 

In the street V,ie were bombarded \'<;ith demands for litera­
ture, and in a short time I had sold about 60' francs worth, 
including 4 Bibles. 

In the evening, after dark, I heard a gentle tap upon the 
window of my room, and going to the door I found two Jews, 
closely muffled in their burnooses, who asked for a look at our 
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books. (By the way, many 01 the southern Jews read Arabic). 
On entering, they at once desired a New Testament, expressly 
asking for the N.T. as they had the' Tourat' (O.T.). 

Their coming so secretly, so closely wrapped, and asking for 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. Christ reminded me of Nicodemus; 
they were typical Jews, with sharp aquiline features, piercing 
black eyes, intense black and curly beards. I fenced round to 
try and get a word in, but they were extremely cautious in their 
responses, and nothing seemed to convince them, but with great 
warmth they admitted that 'the hope' continually present with 
them was the near coming of the Messiah; though they bought 
and greatly desired Christian literature, they would not admit 
that the True Messiah had already descended. One could not 
say more, but only pray that the Holy Spirit will brood over their 
lives as they read 'the life of Christ' and that light will break 
over the dark deeps of their souls, and in that light they will see 
Him, the True Messiah and only Hope of Israel. 

Thursdav, S ovember 4th. 'Toiled all day and caught 
nothing.' My objective for that day was a town in the wilds, 
and being informed it was not far, perhap.s about 30 kilometres, 
I launched forth, but alas for my inadequate knowledge of ' Arab 
rules,' it proved to be over 60 kilometres, and the road was so 
rough that I had to return. 

I don't like to be beaten, so I tried the route again the next 
day, but what a journey! After leaving the town a native track 
began, and it required constant and close attention to keep the 
car going, more often than not our heads were near the roof of 
the car. Here and there a piece of level sward made it easier 
going, but generally speaking we had to just crawl over huge flat 
rocks, play at obstacle races between large tufts of esparto grass, 
or creep out of deep stony water-courses. At various places the 
track was completely washed away, and constantly huge chasms 
yawned across our path; never for a moment could I withdraw 
my attention from the wheel, and so it was a trying and very 
fatiguing experience; nevertheless it came under the category of 
, all things" (how the Lord loves that word' all '), and they were 
subdued to His glory. No sooner had we entered the village 
than we were comp:etely surrounded, hemmed in and bombarded 
by clamouring men and boys for something to read. In less than 
IO minutes' Joseph and his brethren' was sold out, and in less 
than an hour we had sold nearly 100 Gospels, 3 Bibles, 7 New 
Testaments, and ~o N.M.P books. Not a single European in 
the place, absolutely native. We could only stop one hour, as 
the road ,vas dangerous, I dare not attempt it in the dark. One 
hour only, but who can measure the result with Him Who assures 
, that nothing shall return void.' 

One incident in a large village al;ain manifested the precious­
ness of the promise' to subdue all things to Himself.' 

When I arrived there, the place s\varmed with Arabs. as it 
was market day. At first it was extremely difficult to sell any­
thing- at all; the Europeans bought very freely from Sen. Soler. 
our Spanish evangelist, and a goodly number of Gospels and 
books were sold, but on the Arab side it was totally different: for 
some reason or other they were distinctly hostile, not fanatical in 
the usual way by rejecting and abusing the Scriptures and Chris-
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tian literature in general, but they were rude, unmannerly and 
uncouth. It was evident before many minutes that I was a very 
unwelcome visitor, and they revealed their dislike so openly that 
it required much grace to display the magnanimity of the Master 
to such an ungrateful crowd. 

Someone said that there is always a gracious' after' hidden 
in the hand of God, and this incident has its 'gracious after.' 

During the morning, after considerable difficulty, I persuaded 
an Arab to buy aN. M. P. tract, 'Throne Verse,' for 2 sous, and 
on my return from the market this man was standing by the car, 
and he said to me, 'I have only 60 cts. and I should like the 
, History of Joseph,' but I cannot raise I frc. Will you let me 
have it for 60' cts.? I hesitated for a moment, and then some­
thing \vhispered within me, 'Let him have it.' It went against 
the business grain to lower the price and I still hesitated to create 
a precedent, but the voice was so insistent that at last I acceded 
to his request. He disappeared, and after ten minutes he 
returned with a man who desired to see what I had. First he 
bought' Livingstone' then another and another, until in quite a 
short time I had sold from 20' to 30 books, all through the 
recommendation af this poor Taleb. It was a very sweet' after' 
that proceeded from the hand of the Lord that morning and 
another victory over seeming defeat, another' all' subdued unto 
Himself. 

Throughout the whole tournee I was' conscIOus of the 
Master's presence, but I must not try your patience too much, 
and this is rather a long epistle to atone for the months of silence. 
Not only on this last journey has the presence of the Lord been 
realised, but ever since aur definite co-operation with the N.M.P. 
we have received unmistakable signs of 'the guiding Hand' and 
over-ruling providences of our Lord and King. 

This year has been marked by a great increase in literature 
output, and since last February, when the gift of a car came down 
from heaven, we have distributed over 9,0'0'0 baoks, Gaspels and 
Christian literature, and the N.M.P. publications (over 4,00'0' dis­
tributed) have penetrated same of the remotest parts of Algeria, 
plains, mountains and desert and also the principal tawns af 
Tunisia. 

My warmest greetings to you and Mrs. Upson, and long 
may you live to upset the ' Devil's apple-cart' ! 

Yours in the Master's Service, 

(Sgd.) ARTHUR E. THEaBALD." 

Boob Distributed. 

N.M.P. Publicatians 
A. M. B. Small Tracts, etc. 
Scripture Portianettes 
Gospels, Testaments, Bibles 
Gopping Pictures, N.M.P .. ,. 
\Vall Sheets, A.M.B. 

Volumes. 

4,0'46 
2,10'3 

1,774 
1,0'78 

S3 
70' 

9, 124 
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Extracts from lUlu from a I»ttnbu of Unl(td 
mission III m~so.,otamia. 

July 5th, I926. 
" OST of the native Christians with whom I talked 

over the possibility .of doing work in the coffee­
houses advised against it. There was the fact, 
weighty in the eyes, of a native, that it had not 
been tried. But somehow the logic of the situa­
tion seemed tD point the other way. If our 

object here is to witness t.o the Gospel before the Moslems, 
the obvious place to do it is where the Moslems congregate. If 
we sit at home and wait for them to call, we will wait a long 
time, unless some pretty persistent calling and visiting is done 
in the places where the MDslems cDngreg-ate. It seemed to me 
that if we were to take the Lord's words seriously we ought 
not to neglect the most obvious and direct method of getting to 
the Moslems. 

About a month and a half ago, I made a start. I did not 
know how to go about it for several reasons. One is that I do 
not have the absolute command of the Arabic language that J 
feel I need. Then the Arab, just as the American, is apt to resent 
it if one, almo'st out of a blue sky, appears and assumes the 
attitude of a life-long friend. There was the further fact that I 
was in Western garb, and the always present thought that I 
might have something to do with the Government, or the police, 
is easily suggested by European style clothes. But I made a 
start. In several of the coffee-houses the ice was broken by the 
fact that one Or another of my Moslem friends would pass and 
speak to me. Then the sitters in the coffee-houses would put off 
their reserve and general conversation could begin. In some 
places it would be harder. I think I have had to sit in some 
places nearly two hours reading over and over the Arabic tract 
I had in my hand before the inevitable Arab motive of curiosity 
would lead some neig-hbour to ask what I was reading and then 
ask for it, and read it himself. The' Story-Parables' published 
by the Nile Mission Press in Cairo, little eight-page tracts with a 
picture on the cover, always appealed to the interest. Then there 
wDuld come the opportunity of reading- some portion of the Bible, 
and often a sale of a portion, one of the four Gospels, or possibly 
the whole New Testament, and once or twice the whole Bible. 

The work has gone on slowly, and without undue excitement. 
J have now a sort of circuit of some twenty coffee-houses. most of 
which I manage to visit several times in the week. Often the 
tracts that I gave out were read, by those who knew how to read. 
to groups of three to six or seven who could not. Sometimes 
there would be three or four such groups in one coffee-house. 

HDW effective this work has been is something that I cannot 
say. How many are reaching a stage where they are believing­
in the LDrd Jesus and His work, I do not know. I am afraid 
very few. But I dD know that some of them understand what the 
essence of the Gospel is, according to the Bible. It is as it was 
of old, an offence. But we must not forget that this same 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. Our literature, based 
.on Scripture, has been pretty widely circulated. Something like 
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2,000 tracts have been given out, and while some have been 
destroyed, some have been read to fair-sized crowds, and read 
over again. In the same period I have sold over I 20 copies of 
single Gospels. They are sold at cost price, but others have 
been given to those who could not buy. (The cost price is one 
anna-about two cents.) The work has been effective to some 
extent at least in making known what the Gospel is, for the 
opponents do not now bring objections So' much to' some phantam 
Gospel, as to the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Sometimes there has been apportunity in the caffee-houses to' 
speak to a group, ar only to' ane man, and to explain the Gospel, 
that 'Christ died for aur sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He rose'; 'That God So' loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him shall nat 
perish, but have" eternal life.' Some seem to have absolutely no 
conception of the guilt of sin, while others recognize its presence 
only too well. Some of our soldier friends, simple, kindly, seem 
to want to' hear more and more of the Good News. Only this 
afternoon, quite a number of the prison guards were asking for 
tracts. I have been given a rather quaint name by a number 
of my coffee-house friends. I t is 'Abu Shunta,' 'The Father of 
the Hand-bag,' that is, the fellow who is always seen with a hand­
bag full of literature. And the name seems likely to stick, for 
better or worse." 

An extract from a further letter from the same source reads 
as follows:-

" During the past few weeks I have been having a very 
interesting time taking literature, especially the Picture Parables 
and the Kutbas, and visiting the coffee-houses. When I would 
sit down and begin reading, say, one of the picture parables, the 
dominant motive of the Arabs around here would start working, 
and someone sitting near me would ask to see what I was read­
ing. The picture on the cover of the story of 'The Increasing 
Debts' seemed especially to attract attention. It is realistic. 

I do not know what maney we will have available for litera­
ture when we move, but from the little time I have spent here with 
my bag of papers, I hope that I can spend a good deal of time 
visiting around the coffee-houses and shops with books and 
Gospels. \Vhat little we have done has braught a fairly steady 
stream of callers, all of whom are ready to listen to the Gospel 
message, and some of them seemingly in earnest " 

+ 
~udan. 

Mr. Upson writes,:-

UR first attempt at colportage wark in Sudan may 
be traced back to Dr. Zwemer, who held a series 
of meetings there early in the year. As a direct 
outcome, the American Mission and C. M. S. sent to' 
N.M.P. a united invitation to open a book dep6t. 
It was, however, found to be impos.sible for us then 

to spare the time to organize a new book-shop and to' do the neces­
sary travelling to and fro to supervise it; accordingly we arranged 
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with Miss Padwick, of S.P.C.K., that they should do this, for 
they had a C.M.S. missionary on the spot. Finally they agreed to 
open a book depot (or store) by about the beginning of January, if 
we could see our way to undertake colportage work. Dr. Sowash, 
in passing through Cairo for furlough, strongly emphasised this, 
and C.M.S. sent once more to ask us to not only start colportage 
but to let it be begun by the early autumn, so that they might­
in a friendly way-profit by our experiences. 

What could we do but harken to this repeated call ? We 
decided to start work as from October, and Bulos Malaty, our 
senior colporteur, volunteered to leave his wife and children at 
Luxor and to travel the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan for six months, 
as an experiment-no small task! 

Just as we were preparing to start, we heard of serious 
difficulties over mission-school work there, and, for the 
moment, faith became rather weak. And there were other 
difficulties-of which we cannot write-which appeared to close 
down all hopes of work in Sudan for Bulos. However, we 
plodded on, and he also did his best, and at last he started on 
23rd October. From that very day the cloud moved forward; 
it was as though God was saying to us, "From this day will I 
bless you." ~~ e can only "speak as we find"; no difficulties 
have been made by Government officials, rather have facilities 
been granted to us. 

Bulos worked very hard for the first two months, and, as a 
result, our sales reached a surprising figure, in fact, several times 
greater than the usual colporteur's record in Egypt. No colpor­
teur of religious books had ever visited the Sudan, so Bulos has 
had to earn all his experience. He has met with the most cordial 
welcome from workers at Wadi Haifa, Atbara, Wad Medani, 
etc., and has spent a good time among the Egyptians at the new 
Makwar Dam, also at Sennar and Kosti, and-at the time of 
writing-was visiting Obeid, the capital of Kordofan. 

The following extract shows how God has gone before him 
and opened the door. He says :-

" I left K-- on \Vednesday and travelled to R--, where I 
had expected to find only a single Christian in the place. How­
ever, we discovered six nominal Copts and were able to hold three 
religious services with them; next night there were three ladies 
present, then four Moslems, who invited themselves, and so on. 
In fact, this town, where we expected to find nothing but 
difficulty, was opened to us most cordially. Blessed be the Name 
of the Lord." A. T. U. 

+ 
Post OfrtC¢ Cbrtsttan Hssoctatton. 

DR fellow-workers at home will be interested to hear that 
G. B. Michell, Esq., who recently resigned the important 
position of H. B. M.' s Consul-General at Milan, joined us 
in February last to help the literary work of the N.M.P. 

for a few years, he being an old Arabic scholar, formerly of North 
Africa. Among the literary jobs he has undertaken is AI-Bareed, 
the monthly Arabic magazine of P.O.C.A., and certainly the style 
and contents have shewn advance during the year, and that with. 
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out ever swerving from our well-understood principle of " Loyalty 
to the Divine Word and also to the revealed Word." 

During October we made a special attempt to introduce the 
magazine to a wider circle of readers: the friendly editor of an 
Arabic daily paper allowed us to send sample copies of the current 
number to everyone of his 3,000 subscribers. 

A number were refused, others ignored, but a few brought 
results. In any case, one never knows who is reading the Gospel 
message in its pages. 

Simultaneously, colportage work was started in Sudan by 
N.M.P., and the first tract colporteur ever sent not only made 
large sales of our books (even as far as the capital of Kordofan), 
but has already sent us a score or more of names of those­
whether post office, telegraph, or general public-whom he has 
linked on to this Gospel effort. 

(Signed) A. T. U. 

+ 
"€I Bantd d mlsrv." 

_
HIS monthly magazine, the organ of the Egyptian Postal 

~t~ ~ Teleg-raph and Telephone Christian Association, which 
'~~d is edited, printed and circulated by the N.M.P. staff, is, 
.~"" .. ".. we are glad to report, meeting with constantly increas­

ing acceptance and blessing. Sheikh Iskander, the sub-editor, is 
very active and enthusiastic in collecting suitable material. This 
year (I927) several improvements have been made, and sections 
added, and throughout the aim is distinctly to lead the unsaved 
to Christ and to help enquirers, and to give sound instruction to 
Christians in lonely places. 

The following little testimony (one of many such received), 
is encouraging:-

"The day before yesterday I met Mrs. Urn-Farag Abd-el­
Mutagei, and she said how very much pleased she was the Bareed· 
el-Misry, because it is occupied with so many subjects of salva­
tion, and with stories such as 'Auntie Anna.' Among other 
things she said that it was better than a certain other periodical. 
For this reason she asked me to get for her a bound copy of the 
numbers for the whole year, for fear she might lose them."­
(Translated). 

G. B. M. 

+ 
pared Post i)tsfrlblnton. 

1'.1 HE importance of this means of dissemination of Gospel 
books and tracts can hardly be overestimated. 

e I have myself, in the course of my wide travels in 
,. ... <"-. Africa and South America, come across so many com­

mU11ltles of Arabic-speaking people--some so large thit they 
support two or three Arabic newspapers locally-that I know 
something of the eag'erness with which they welcome such litera­
ture as ours. In South Africa, also, there are large numbers, 
and in the United States, and in Canada, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 
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In a letter recently from my daughter at Cupco, in Peru, 
mention was made of families there who take in "EI Bareed el 
Misry" regularly, and who look forward with eagerness to its 
coming. 

To China and to India and the Malay States parcels of our 
works go fairly frequently. . 

In fact, the distribution by this means, together with that in 
Algeria, Palestine, etc., surpasses that of our colportage in 
Egypt, as the following statistics show :-

Statistics of Distribution for 1926. 
Bookshop :--

N.M.P. Arabic Publications 
Other Arabic Publications 
Scriptures 
Portions 
English Tracts, etc. 

General Store (i.e., Parcel Post, Algeria, 
Palestine, etc) 

;\i.:\1. P. Colporteurs 

Grand Total 

Number. 

176 ,5 11 
4,196 

687 
85,820 

7,273 

Commending our labours to the prayers and interest of our 
Lord's people, I close with a note of profound thankfulness to 
Almighty God for the evidences of His approval of the work done, 
and for His having graciously opened up and maintained now for 
more than 2 I years this means of reaching millions of needy souls 
with His glorious good news of eternal life in His well-beloved 
Son. 

Cairo, Feb., 1927. (Sgd.) G. B. M. 

Dotu of DosJ)Ual Casu. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING A PRAYER. 

(l1l
,\'E day, in a ward in Old Cairo Hospital, I had been 
, speaking about repentance, and a clean heart, and after­

I wards, in private conversation with T., a rather quiet, 
reserved patient, he repeated "Create in me a clean 

heart, a God," etc. I knew at once that he had not learned it 
lately in the hospital, for he repeated it in the more classical form 
as it is in the (Beyrout) Arabic Bible, and we had been teaching 
a more colloquial form lately. So I asked him, "When did you 
learn that prayer? " and he replied, "About 1 3 yeal's ago I was 
in this hospital suffering from a fractured forearm" (and he let 
me feel the thickening of the bones where the fracture had 
occurred) "from a camel bite, and Muallim Gindi" (the blind 
Catechist, who has since retired) "taught me these words." I 
waS glad to be able to tell our old friend Mr. Gindi U seph about 
this. T. must have been a long time in the hospital, as a camel 
bite is always septic when such a case comes to hospital, and they 
take a long time to clear up, but this gives opportunities for con­
tinued teaching. I trust that we will be able to follow up this 
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case, and may I ask for prayer that T. may be brought under 
Christian influence in his own village. His father has also been 
a patient in our hospital and is very friendly. 

(2) M., a carpenter from -- in Arabia, came suffering 
frOom tuberculOosis in the spine, with abscesses. He came here 
expecting to be cured, as he had heard of Old Cairo HOospital in 
the Hejaz. From the first he listened to the GOospel with great 
interest, and he was able to read a little for himself. After a 
time it was explained tOo him, and to his father, that no operation 
could be done but a lOong rest in bed would probably improve his 
conditiOon, and if he wished to stay he would only be charged for 

. his food, so he stayed on fOor several months. Once he asked for 
a New Testament to send tOo Arabia by a friend who was return­
ing to his town. One Oof the converts, a servant in the ward, is 
very fond of singing, and he taught M. one or two hymns, and 
then brought him an Oold hymn-book frOom the Prayer room, from 
which M. learned a number of hymns and was nearly always sing­
ing them. After sOome mOonths he was able to leave the hospital 
much improved, but not altogether cured. He has now gone 
back tOo Arabia and ha·s brought several bOooks with him. Two 
or three others have also been patients from Arabia, and two of 
them have bought books back with them. Let us pray for these 
men who have heard the Gospel, and for God's blessing on the 
books they have taken with them, remembering Christ's parables, 
"The Kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed," 
etc., and" The KingdOom of heaven is like unto leaven," etc. 

+ 
F. J. HARPUR. 

Cb~ Dn~ mission pr~ss. 

DONATIONS & SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED. 
Date. Receipt 
1926. No. 

Dec. 1. 15240 .• 
" ,. 15241 Scotland 
.. .. 15242 
" .. 1~243 

2. 15244 
,. " 1~245 
" " 15246 
" " 10247 

3. 15248 
.. " 15249 

4. 10250 
,. 15251 •. 

.. 6. 15252 Scotland 
" 15253 

" " 15254 

£ s. d. 

2 0 
210 0 

2 0 
;, 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 5 7~ 
10 0 
1 3 
5 n 

I 1~ 0 
5 0 0 

12 9 
I 0 0 

3 n 
5 0 

1 0 0 
5 6 

10 0 
2 ~ 
2 0 

1 0 0 
• 5 0 

4 17 0 
10 0 
H 0 

1 0 0 
3 10 0 

Date. Receipt 
1926. No. 

Dec. n. 15'?73 
" " J!'i274 

13. 15275 
" 15276 
" 15277 
.. 15278 

14. 15279 
15. 15280 

15281 .. 
15282 {SpeCial 

U.S.A. 
15283 

15284 {Sp:~ial 
15285 

.. 15286 
16. 10~87 
" 15288 

15289 
17. 1529f) 
.. 11i2~1 
,. 15292 .. 
.. 1 '\293 Canada 
.. 15294 
.• 10295 

18.15296 
,,15297 .. 
., 15298 Legacy 

" .. 15299 Special 

£, 8. d. 

5 0 
1 2 

1 0 0 
10 \) 

] 10 0 
10 0 

2]0 0 
3 14 0 
1 0 0 

103 U 11 
]n 3 
5 0 

18 0 
2 0 

15 0 
3 0 0 
6 14 1 

10 0 
2 

220 
212 6 
220 
5 1 11 

5 0 
2 6 
4 0 

Date. Receipt 
1926. No. 

Dec. 20. 15304 
21. 15305 
2~. ]5306 

•• •. li\~()'J 
.. .. 1530R 
" 23. 10309 
" ,. )5310 
., " 153n 

.. )5312 
24. 15313 
. 15314 

27. 15315 
. 15316 

29. 10317 
,. ,. IIms 

" );;319 
.. .. 15320 
.. 30. 15321 
.. " Hi:l22 
" .. 15323 
.• 31. 15324 

15325 
10326 .. 

.. " 15327 Scotland 

.. " If)328 
" ,. 153~9 
" " 1,,330 

10331 
15332 

.£ s. d. 

1 0 O~ 
2 0 
5 IJ 

2 2 \) 
12 3 6 

2 0 
5 0 

12 6 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 

3 0 
10 0 0 

4 3 
5 0 
o 0 
2 0 
fI 6 

10 0 
2 0 
2 0 

10 0 0 
A 0 

]0 0 
2]5 9 
1 0 6 
1 1 0 

5 0 
I 0 
o 0 

,. 15255 
" 7. 10256 
" .. 15257 
" 8. 15258 
" " 15259 
.. .. 15260 
" ,. 15261 
" .. 10262 
" 9. 15263 
" " 15264 
" ,. 15265 
" .. 15266 
" 10. 15267 
.. " 15268 
" .. 15269 
" " 15270 
" " 15271 
" n. 15272 

7 6 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
n 0 0 
1 0 0 
500 

20. 15300 
15301 

.. 15302 

., 15303 

12 6 
15 0 H 
~ 0 0 

6 
1 0 0 

o 
1 

£272 17 5 

electronic file created by cafis.org



60 It BLESSED BE EGYPT ." 

THE NILE MISSION PRESS.- Donations and Snbscriptions- (continued) , 

Gemral Purpost&­

Amounts already 
acknowledged 

.As above 

.special PW'POSfB­

Amounts already 
acknowledged 

As above 

Date. Receipt 
]927. No. 

Jan, 1. 1611:13 
.. .. 15334 

3, 15335 
.. .. ]5336 

15337 
.. .. 1533~ 

]6330 
.. " 153-10 

16341 
.. " 16342 

.. 15343 
15344 

" " 153-15 
4, 15346 

163-17 
.. .. 15318 
" .. 15349 
" .. 15i15O 

.. 153S1 
.. .. 16352 
,. 5, 15353 
" .. 15354 
r " ]5355 

.. 15356 
.. ,. 15357 

6. 16358 
" " 15359 
'I " 15360 

,. 15361 
1. 15362 

.. .. 15363 
15S64 
15365 

.. .. lfi366 

.. '8.U~~ 
" .. lIi3F9 
.. .. 15.~10 
.. ,. 16311 

.. 15372 
10. 15373 

.. .. 15374 
In3,5 
Hi37R 
10377 

.. .. In378 

.. .. 15319 
16380 
15381 
]5382 
15383 

,. .. 10384 
11 . 1!i38.~ 

.. .. 10a86 

.. .. ]5381 
.. ]5388 
.. ]5389 

.. 12. l/i3\l{) 
" H 15391 

,. 15a92 
" .. 153YS 
.. 13. 15394 

1539n 
" " 15396 
.. .. 15397 

2002 4 4 
l ti5 9 6 

£2161 13 10 

J866 ] 9 
107 "j 11 

LI ~73 9 S 

.£ B. d.. 

o 0 
7 6 
2 41 
I 0 
2' 6 
4 ] 

5 0 0 
2 6 

10 0 
100 

]0 0 
6 0 

II :; 
13]9 1 

5 I~ 
1 Ij 0 
1 0 0 

7 6 
3 6 
3 0 

180 
10 0 
5 (l 

l! 0 0 
500 

18 6 
1 2 6 

12 6 
14 0 
j 0 

I 3 0 
gOO 
500 

10 0 
1~ 11 
2 0 
2 6 

130 
100 

;; 0 
2 2 H 

~ 0 
10 0 

2 0 
2 0 
4 6 
II!-
2 0 
3 0 
8 0 
2 0 
2 0 
fi 0 
3 l! 

213 0 
5 0 

220 
3 0 
:& 0 
I 0 
4 0 
2 0 
1 1; 

3.~ 0 0 
240 

Date. Receip~ 
1921. No 

Jan . 13. 163~8 
n 11 ]5399 

.. 15400 
14. 15401 

15402 
.. .. Hi403 
.. .. 15404 

15405 
]5406 

• .. 15407 
.. 15, IM08 

1!i<l09 
.. .. 15410 
.. .. 154 Jl 
.. .. 15412 

.. 15413 
.. ., 15414 .. 

17. 15415 Scotland 
.. 15416 .. 
.. 15417 !::coUand 

" 18, ]5418 
,. .. 15419 

19. 15420 
15421 
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Cbt loprul souna. 
o that Thy Name may be sounded 
Afar over earth and sea, 

Till the dead awaken and praise Thee, 

And the dumb lips sing to Thee! 

Sound forth as a song Qf triumph 
Wherever man's fQQt has trod, 

The despised the derided message, 

The fQQlishness of God. 

Jesus, the song of the drunkards, 

Jesus the Crucified! 
Name of GQd's tender comfQrt, 

Name of His gloriQus power, 

N arne that is sQng and sweetness, 
The strong, everlasting TQwer, 

Jesus the Lamb accepted, 

Jesus the Priest on His Throne­

Jesus the King whO' is cQming­

Jesus, Thy Name alQne! 
C. P. C. 

-From" The Hymns oj Tersteegan." 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVII. No. 110. 

'Cbt DUt m1sston prus Jlnnual mttUng. 

THE Twenty-second Annual Meeting of 
, the Nile Mission Press was held at Sion 

. College, Victoria Embankment, London, 
E.C., on Monday, April 4th, 1927, when 

the chair was taken by' the Rev. J. RUSSELL 
HOWDON, B.D., and an address was delivered 
by Mr. ARTHUR T.' UPSON, Field Director, who 

prayer. 

chose as his subject "Isaiah's Sur­
vey of the Moslem W orId and the 
Nile Mission Press Response to the 
Call.' , 
, The, proceedings opened with 

the singing of the hymn "Soldiers 
of Christ Arise, " after which the 

S. LAURENCE read Psalm 146, followed by 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The SECRETARY (Mr.' J. L: Oliver), in presenting the Annual 
Report, said: We are sorry 'that, with other absentees, Miss Van 
Sommer, the founder of our work, is not able to be with us. We 
believe, if not there already, she will soon be in Jerusalem to see 
our new Book-shop which has recently been opened. 

,The Rev. W. ,Wilson Cash, D. S. 0., General Secretary of 
the Church Missionary Society, has sent a letter expressing his 
regret at his inability to attend. We thank Mr. Cash for his 
warm interest, knowing as he does the power of the work of the 
Nile Mission Press, having used its literature largely whilst in 
Egypt. , ' , , 

, Turning to a short review of the year's work, although it is 
not my part to-day to trespass upon ground which will be 
covered by Mr. Upson himself, I want to say that last year shows 
signs of increase. There have been increases in the personnel 
abroad; last 'autumn we were able to send out another secretary 
toMr. Upson-Miss Hilda Mollison, who is doing splendid work. 
Then the Committee are hoping- to send out another literary 
assistant to him in the person of Mr. Tohn R. Menzies, who is at 
present at Cambridge, but hopes to sail in September. We have 
increas,ed the Home staff by adding the Rev. T. W. Mason as 
Deputation Secretary. We now have 40 European and native 
workers in Cairo. Our plant there has been increased during the 
past year by installing a new Babcock " Standard" machine, one 
of the, quickest and fastest on the market, at a cost of '£638. 
Our production during the twenty-two years we have been at 
work has been just on 600 different publications, an average of 
practically twenty-seven new publications each year. The dis-
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tribution of these is one of the most important problems in our 
work. As you know, it is useless producing books to put on the 
shelves. vVe must disseminate this literature as widely as pos­
sible. That is the great purpose and object of the Nile Mission 
Press. In these days, when the time is short, we are needing to 
"speed up" our distribution. Last year we scattered 354,564 
distinct volumes, and these went forth through the two different 
channels of Bookshops and Colportage. First of all, through our 

. book-shops, of which we now have two-Cairo and Jerusalem, 
and, last year, EI Biar in Algiers was opened as a Dep6t. At 
present our eyes are upon other places in which we hope. we may 
be able to open up agencies. Mr. Upson will be telling you 
about those places in which we have similar work going on, but 
it is noteworthy that in the past two years the sales of the Cairo 
book-shop have increased. In 1925 they went up £3 I,o,and last 
year, in addition to that, they increased by £,2T8" so that the 
people in Cairo are fully alive to the sort of . literature published, 
and are huying the books much more readilv than in the past. 
. With regard to colportage work, we have at present nine 

men in the Nile Valley, whose salaries cost something like £70 
per alinum. We have I-ecently sent our best man into the Sudan, 
ana 'he is having wonderful sales there. We still have four men 
working in Palestine, and recently we have sent a fifth across the 
Jordan up into the mountains of Moab and Gilead. At their last 
committee the Executive resolved that there. should be two col­
porteurs in the Hinterland in Algiers to work 'in co-operation with 
the Algiers Mission Band. Last year one' man, in his holiday 
'month, visited, at great personal risk, the Libyan Oases, and the 
way in which the people there received the literature was truly 
wonderful. 

We have had' a new car given us, for which we thank God; 
we hope to use it in Eg-ypt for our colportage work there, and we 

. are trusting to have a man go out and supervise that colportage 
work as soon as God has made the way plain. Into other lands 
we sent our literature by post. We have now touched thirty-six 
different Moslem lands, 

With reference to finance, the Balance Sheet of receipts and 
payments in your hands g-ives the position as reg-ards the Home 
end of the work up to :pst December, 1926. The items are prac­
tically the same as last year, with the exception that there is a 
difference in the home receipts of nearly £ 1,300. That is 
accounted for, not by a drop in the usual subscriptions, but 
because the previous year we had two rather large legacies which 
fell due and made the difference, whereas if you turn to the 
expenditure side you will find that we paid, on behalf of Cairo, 
something like '£1,032, as against £26 the previous year, but 
the former includes, of course, the new machine sent out. We 
transferred to the Field this year £,2,538, as against £2,102 in 
T925. The amount transferred to Jerusalem has been distinctly 
less. The amounts coming in for Jerusalem work were not as 
large this year as hitherto, but still, we thank God we have 
halances at the end of December of £1,002. 

As to the future of our work, there is not much doubt ·that 
'we must make a considerable advance, I have had a letter from 
Miss Lilias' Trotter, who, as'most of you know, is lying l(pon, a 
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bed of sickness, so that it brings ·to us a breath very nearly from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. She writes: "Some words which 
came to me the other day .from your Committee, 'It is a race 
against time to get the Gospel into the world,' have been coming 
to mind again and again, and we feel that literature is just now 
the way to 'speed up.' I was much interested in the Minutes 
t.his morning to see the conclusion reached on the subject of Mr. 
Upson's far-flung lines of hope, and feel that it is just right for 
the beginning. We shall be specially with you in prayer over the 
Annual Meeting on the 4th." And at the end of the prayer sheet 
from her the same dav she adds these words from the little book­
let of " Creative Pra~er" : 

" God takes us i~to His confidence. He wants us to under­
stand and have a share in His decrees of love. He wants apostles, 
ambassadors, who really know His mind; consecrated souls so 
intimately united to him that they can deal with any situation in 
His name and in His spirit. And this opens a new depth in 
prayer. If we are to know God's mind and to know it so intimately 
as to be able actually to represent it in our poor human measure, 
then prayer must involve, not merely the outpouring of our souls 
to God; but also the outpouring of God's heart to us. This 
seems too startlingly big to be true, but nothing less can equip 
us for our apostolate. God wants to find a voice, as it were, in 
the world. He longs to express Himself to men. He calls for 
channels of expression---'Christian souls who will continue the 
work of the Incarnation and be to Him as His tongue to man. 
May God enable us in this new year to pray as we have never 
prayed before." 

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS. 

The CHAIRMAN: Dear Friends,-I count it a high privilege to 
be here and to listen to a report such as that we have heard from 
our beloved Secretary. Before we go further, may I suggest to 
you a message which has been upon my mind for this meeting 
from the Word of God. In the tenth chapter of Revelation, in 
the unfolding of the mighty vision of the Apocalypse there is this 
rather strange phrase: "And I saw another mighty angel come ' 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud; and a rainbow was upon 
his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire: and he had in his hand a little book." Does it not 
strike you as a kind of anti-climax that an angel was there, 
obviously intended to set forth the wonder of God working in the 
world, and then, to be the means or instrument of it, in his hand 
is a little book. It reminds us, does it not, that our religion is 
based upon a literature? That God has made known His will to 
men in a book through words; and the words of God as they come 
to us through this book have been, and are, thank God, the 
message of eternal life to untold thousands. It is very wonder­
ful that God should thus commit His message to the printed page. 
Of course I need not remind you that for long ages the page was 
not printed. vVhen in I472 printing became an accomplished 
fact in this land of ours the door was unlocked which within the 
next hundred years swung open for the Reformation. You will 
reca:JI that a hundred years ago out of the great evangelical 
revival which was stirring Great Britain and America to their 
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depths there came ano.ther .opening up .of wDrk by means .of the 
Bo.o.k. Our Bible SQcieties were bDrn; .our Tract SDcieties were 
bDrn, and now, in due time, CDmes the Nile MissiQn Press, with 
its special definite .objective .of reaching the Moslem world with 
the message .of the LDrd Jesus Christ. 

I t may seem tD SDme as if YDU were dDing a very little work 
tD print and distribute tracts. It may seem as if it is a little thing 
and scarcely wDrth while spending time and mbney UPQn, but GDd 
has put intD the printed page a mighty potency. We have all 
been learning during the past ten Dr fifteen years the meaning .of 
the wDrd ' prDpaganda.· It was a wDrd .on everybDdy's tongue 
during the Great ~'ar, and, increasingly, ever since has held a 
dDminant pDsition in man's ideas and thinking. If YDU read the 
recDrds .of what is happening in China tD-day YDU will be reminded 
that it is nDt SD much pitched battles as the disintegratiDn .of the 
DppDsing fDrces by means .of skilfully directed propaganda. It is 
the printed page that is the mightiest fDrce in human affairs. 
The world has just disco.vered that fact. Of CDurse it was here in 
the BDDk IDng befDre the wDrld discDvered it, and GDd reveals 
Himself in this wDnderful chapter, which of CDurse histDricist 
interpreters have always taken as referring to. the cDming .of the 
ReformatiDn; GDd reveals Himself as using a methDd of appeal 
t.o man's mind and spirit: the methDd .of a little bDok. 

So that YDU see, in the Nile MissiDn Press you are in a great 
successiDn. God is working thrDugh YDU in a way which I may 
call accDrding to. type. It is His own definite plan fDr working. 
It is His .own regular methDd by which He seeks tD aCCDmplish 
His purpDse; and as YDU pour YDur prayers and sacrifices and 
gifts intD this channel, yo~ are reaching the MDslem world in a 
way which even a quarter .of a century agD mo.st wDuld have 
thought impDssible. I thank GDd for all that He has enabled 
YDU tD do. I pray that .out of our meeting to-day may come a 
new consecratiDn and a new call to prayer, because, after all, it 
is only as the Spirit breathes upon the WDrd that the truth is 
brDught tD life; a new call tD prayer that GDd will bless all this 
work that He has put intD YDur hands. 

ISAIAH'S SURVEY .oF THE MQSLEM WQRLD, AND THE NILE MISSION 
PRESS RESPQNSE TQ THE CALL. 

Mr. A. T. UPSQN (Field Director) : Mr. Howden, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,-I rubbed my eyes the .other day when I discovered 
that the map of the MDslem world was reprDduced in the BDok of 
Isaiah. Since prophecy is fulfilled twice Dr three times, it is 
highly prDbable that every country .of which Isaiah prDphesied it 
shDuld fall, has fallen, and will fall again. I will first run through 
thDse prophecies in Isaiah and then speak of Persia, the Angl.o­
Egyptian Sudan, Algeria and the Sahara; leaving Egypt, Assyria 
and Israel fDr t.o-night. 

Firstly, the Book of Isaiah. There YDU will find the w.ord 
'burden.' What was Isaiah's burden? In the Arabic it means 
an .oracle, or a revelatiDn; a heavy burden; a heavy revelati.on; 
.one that br.oke down the speaker; .one that he found it hard t.o 
deliver. Is there a preacher who d.oes n.ot find it hard? Then 
he is not a preacher; fQr it is the burden .of s.ouls; fhe burden 
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of judgment. Isaiah saw in a telescopic vision the land which 
was afterwards to be the whole Moslem world. Eleven times he 
calls it a heavy burden, a heavy revelation. 

The first burden in Isaiah xiii. I is the" burden of Babylon." 
Isaiah xiii. 20 says: " It shall never be inhabited." It never has 
been. "N either shall the Arabian pitch tent there." It was to 
become the dwelling-place for dragons. 

The second is Assyria. Isaiah xiv. 24 says: "The Lord of 
hosts hath sworn . . . . I will break the Assyrian in my land, 
and upon my mountains tread him under foot ..... In the 
year that King Ahaz died was this burden." The paragraph 
ends at verse 28, not 27. Thus the second burden was that of 
the fate of Assyria, a little further north than Babylonia, now 
comprising part of Persia and, of course, the north part of 
Mesopotamia. By the way, the proper name of Mesopotamia is 
Iraq. 

The third burden, according to Isaiah xv., was" the burden 
of Moab" j and if the importance of Moab be queried, the answer 
to that is, in the time of Ruth i. I it was a fruitful country; an 
important and populous country. That is Transjordania, where 
we have our colporteur, on the east of Palestine j a buffer State. 

N ext, in Isaiah xvii. I, we have" The burden of Damascus," 
the oldest city in the world. Josephus says it was founded by 
Uz, the grandson of Shem. Why when Babylon was destroyed 
was it swept away? It is written that Babylon was to be swept 
(as with a broom); Damascus was to be knocked down and built 
up again. That is the difference. 

Fifth burden-Isaiah xix. I speaks of "The burden of 
Egypt." How was God going to punish Egypt? He says: 
"And the Egyptians will I give over into. the hand of a cruel 
lord. " May that not be Cambyses, King of Persia. Or is it 
Islam? 

Sixth: Isaiah xxi. speaks of "The burden of the desert of 
the sea." Which is the desert of the sea? It may be the Great 
Sahara, though a reference in the next few verses implies that 
there is connection with Elam, and that is part of Persia. The 
Sahara may be the desert of the sea, or it may not. 

The seventh burden is referred to in Isaiah xxi. II, "The 
burden of Dumah." I can hear someone asking: Where is 
Dumah? There is a little rule in Arabic and Hebrew that makes 
it possible to take away an initial vowel and make compensation 
for it by a special ending. Thus we get Dumah from Edam. 
What is the importance to the Nile Mission Press of the 
etymology of Dumah, or Edam? What happened to the rulers 
of Edom? And what happened to Ishmael? Ishmael and 
Edam made one of those entangling alliances that Isaiah was so 
dead against. (One of the catch-phrases in America just now is 
"Beware ad entangling alliances "). Ishmael and Edam 
between them produced Muhammedanism, and "the burden of 
Dumah " is another way of saying " the burden of Islam," the 
burden of north-west Arabia. Now do you understand the 
question used so often: "Watchman, what of the night?" He 
is talking about Dumah, or about Ishmael: about north-west 
Arabia; about the problem of Islam. . " Watchman, what of the 
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night? " 'And the' answer was, "The marning cometh, and alsO' 
the night." "Hisgaing-forth is as certain as the dawn"; but 
there is always the dark befare dawn. 

Eighth: In ver. 17 of Isaiah xxi. we have "The burden af 
Arabia. .. The tribes referred to' are, mare ar less, there ta-day. 
Kedar we hear af at the sauth af the Arabian peninsula. Sa this 
prophecy refers to' the east and south af Arabia. But yau will 
say: "\Vhat does it matter? It is such a barren land." My 
dear friends, loak at the size of it: Arabia is nearly as large as 
India. It was a fine country, and though it is nat so now, it may 
yet be. After the glary of Kedar has failed there may be a 
resurrection of Kedar. 

Ninth: Next comes" The burden of the valley of visian " 
(Isaiah xxii.) For the mament I thought it meant the Nile 
valley, but it does not, for there is a reference to' Jerusalem, and 
so it must be the Valley of the Jordan. In every case there is 
recanstruction after destruction. 

Tenth: Isaiah xxiii. speaks of "The burden af Tyre." 
Tyre here means the Phrenician Colonies. Tyre, great though it 
was, was after all a very small piece of land, but the Phrenician 
Calanies were big propasitians even in those early days, and 
extended right thraugh the Straits of Gibraltar, round to Cadiz, 
which has been the great port of Spain ever since the time of the 
Phrenicians. What of Carthage that cauld fight Rome? "The 
burden of Tyre "; the overthrow of the Phrenician Colonies. 

Eleventh: \Ve go back to Isaiah xviii.-" Woe to the land 
shadowing with wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiapia." 
Here are the twa rivers, the Blue and the White Nile. "The land 
shadawing with \\lings" --Abyssinia and the Sudan. The Sudan 
under Moslem rule fell from 10,000',00'0 papulation to 1,000,000. 

It was decimated during the last century. It is naw coming 
up again. 

Twelfth: The last reference in Isaiah is mast extraordinary. 
Isaiah xxx. 6 speaks af " the burden of the beasts of the sauth " ; 
a heavy burden. I t will nat take long to ascertain what 
the Prophet means by "the burden of the beasts of the sauth." 
There was an attempt to make an alliance with the north, and 
another with the south, but he would not have either. You will 
remember that Isaiah stood out against alliance with Damascus 
and alliance with Egypt. It there anything canfronting us in the 
mission field that suggests alliance with the cold north? Yes­
Madernism. There is an entangling that might campromise us. 
And with warm Egypt? Yes-Ritualism. Gad has led the Nile 
Missian Press thus far to say we would stand out. We do not 
wish to be entangled with either the one or the other. That is 
Isaiah's message to yau this afternoan, as you will find if you 
really study it. He stood out. He was prepared to die rather 
than get entangled with ques,tionable alliances. (Co-operation 
with thase who are firm upon the " Rack of Ages" is a totally 
different matter; we are ever ready to ca-operate). 

I cannot deal fully with the side of references in Isaiah, but I 
will just mention them. Isaiah xlix. I: "The Isles "-probably 
East Indies. "The north "-Turkey and Russia. And they 
should come from the west-Morocco. Also, he says (Isaiah 
xlix. I r) : "And I will make all my mountains a way, and my 
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highways shall be exalted"; probably he refers to crossing the 
Himalayas to Central Asia. Then they are to come from Sinim, 
i.e., China. Elsewhere he refers to Ophir, which is India. So 
you see ho\v God made Isaiah see in telescopic vision the whole 
of what we now call the Moslem world. 

Secondly :--What is the Nile Mission Press trying to do for 
those countries? There is a very ancient land called Persia, a 
land notorious in history. The most heretical sects always came 
from Persia, and in olden times the finest Arabic scholars came 
also from Persia. Persia is a remarkable country. Dr. Zwemer 
and his wife travelled there for three months last summer, and 
covered 4,000 miles over passes 8,000 feet high. The American 
Presbyterians are in the north; Bishop Linton is in the south. (He 
has a Christmas feast for his staff and the Persians, the poor, 
the outsiders and everybody, sitting on the floor of what is called, 
in fun, the " Bishop's Palace "). 

Dr. Zwemer visited stations in northern and southern Persia, 
and as a result a communication was sent to the Nile Mission 
Press to come over and help them. We were asked, "Can you 
not open a dep6t?" The Committee have discussed it, and I 
have talked it over with Dr. Zwemer, but on looking into the 
matter there are one or two great difficulties. One is the 
language, which is Persian, whereas ours is Arabic. Very few 
Persians know Arabic, although Dr. Zwemer found some books 
there. Another small difficulty is that you may be frozen to 
death on the mountains of Persia in the winter and grilled in the 
Persian Gulf in the summer. There are great degrees of heat 
and cold, but those we can overcome. What then is the 
difficulty? It is that we have not the man. We are asked, 
" Cannot you find anyone; a clergyman who would esteem it the 
pride of his life to be working in the Persian Gulf, in the 
Diocese of Bishop Linton? Ora Presbyterian who would work 
in the area of the American Presbyterian Mission in the north? " 

There is an important port at the north of the Persian Gulf, 
and we hope that we may be able to do something there. There 
is also another very important city of 250,000 people, a town 
famous in The Arabian Nights: I will leave you to guess the 
name. 

We are doing what we can. The Nile Mission Press in 
Cairo is printing a good deal of Persian; some seven or eight 
tracts have already been done in that language. Instead of send­
ing our letters down the Red Sea, and over the mountains we 
send them by air mail, even thoug-h the letters cost us 3/6 a-piece. 
The Committee have approved in principle that we should do 
some work on the Persian Gulf, but we have not the man. We 
have not -got the funds. I had in mind to make a journey, starting 
from Jerusalem, to go north to Beyrut; across to Bag-dad, down 
the Persian Gulf, and home via Aden and back to Cairo. That 
journey would cost perhaps £120. We have not got it; there­
fore the journey cannot be taken. Or rather, shall I say, if the 
money does not come in specially for that purpose we shall take 
it to be the will of God that the time is not yet. 

Next, I want to tell you about the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 
Archdeacon Shaw has a mission further south, but the language 
has not been reduced to writing; that is a mission to pagans, 

* 
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whereas our books can only be read by those who speak and read 
.4rabic. \Ve have just succeeded in sending a colporteur into the 
Sudan for the first time. It was a particularly difficult time to 
send, because the Government had just then been specially strict 
with all missions in Khartoum. The colporteur made his applica­
tion, and even when his passport had been issued it took weeks 
and weeks, even though the money was available, to get him off 
to the Sudan. He was already a colporteur in Luxor, and is now 
colporteur for the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. The question was: 
\Vould . he be allowed to sell? Would there be any opportunity? 

I received a letter from Dr. Giffen, the Senior Missionary in 
the Sudan, just before this meeting, and he said: " I am writing 
this to let you know that Bulus has been iII with influenza. 
Although still ill, he is leaving here this morning for Port Sudan 
and intermediate places. He has done splendid work, and made 
great sales." We were on our knees pleading with God that he 
might be able to get in. Then we had to get on our knees to ask 
God that, if he got in, might he be able to sell the books. You 
know the 78th Psalm, ver. I9, 20, Can God? Can He? "Can 
God furnish a table in the ,vilderness "~do the' big thing? 
Glory to His name, yes. Can He do the comparatively little 
thing; put bread and meat on it: Yes, He can do that. The 
big thing was to get a colporteur into the Sudan for the first 
time in its history. I am referring to a religious book colporteur; 
colporteurs for Bibles only had already been sent by the Bible 
Societv. Bulus said that the oflicials at the frontier were "as 
sweet' as a lump of sugar-cane." God sometimes in answering 
prayers changes people's hearts till they become sweet as sugar­
cane. Bulus is still working. Do you not agree with ·me that 
we are very indebted to Dr. Giffen for looking after Bulus, and 
helping him? He wrote on the I4th February: " I trust you may 
succeed with anv arrangement you make for distributing your 
publications in the Sudan. It is an open field. Your publica­
tions have a place and will do a work that is not being attempted 
by any others. May God bless it all." 

. Dr.Zwemer, in'the first instance, brought an invitation from 
the Sudan Inter-l\1ission Conference, who wished us to open a 
depot at Khartoum. Firstly, we had not a man. and secondly, at 
that time we had not the money, and certain Iv I had not the 
time to think about it. Then, in the next place, Miss Padwick, of 
the S.P.C.K., specially \\Tote to me on 2nd June begging me, for 
the second time, to send a colporteur, thinking that he could gain 
valuable experience by travellinR. And he has travelled. He 
started from \Vadi Haifa; travelled to Khartoum; up the Blue 
Nile, across to Kordofan, \'isiting Obeid. On his way there he 
got twenty subscribers to the magazine of the Post Oflice 
Christian Association, which is now circulated in the Sudan 
as well as Palestine, Egypt and other countries. He went to a 
small town called R---, where he thought there was nothing 
special for him. But the train put him down there, and he 
thought he would try. To his surprise he found several Copts 
from Egypt in Government service or trade, who made a small 
meeting for him at which he preached the Gospel. The next 
night they brought their wives; on the third night they brought 
non-Christians from outside. So that even in the Anglo-
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Egyptian Sudan Bulus is able not only to sell the books but also 
to preach the Gospel by \yord of mouth. 

N ow a word on the geographical position. There are other 
places-to which I \\-ill point on the map-,,-hich it will be 
extremelydiflicult to enter; much harder than getting a book,. 
shop within the Damascus Gate, Jerusalem; much harder than 
getting down into the oases of the Sahara; much harder than 
sending Bulus into the Sudan for the first time. Can God? Can 
He? 

Ask our dear old friend Canon Dyson Hague. He was in 
England preaching on those words at Keswick, and someone said 
to him as he went out, "V\'hat about Griffith Thomas?" "Oh, 
his place cannot he filled." Then the questioner smiled in Dyson 
Hague's face and said, "Can God? Can He?" Dyson Hag-ue 
blushed and smiled, and said, "I am wrong. Yes, He can j God 
can. If that's God's will, He can:" 

I will pass to North Africa, still more interesting-Tunis, 
Algeria, ·Morocco. The North Africa Mission, the South Morocco 
Mission and the Algiers Mission Band have issued an appeal 
which is published in World DO'/1tinion (April, 1927), for more 
help in North Africa. \Ve are trying to do what we can, and 
Mr. Theobald has been lent to us for part-time. With the 
A. M. B. car he has travelled during the year ro,ooo miles, and sold 
9,000 books in Arabic. Now Algeria, perhaps you may know, has 
different zones of language. There is the coast region where 
French is used a great deal, with a colloquial Arabic zone south of 
it. And there is another zone south of that--down into the great 
Sahara are the people who can read real Arabic. Mr. Collinson, of 
the Algiers Mission Band, found that 75 per cent, of the men could 
read. Nothing like that in Egypt, and nothing like it .in the 
northern part of North Africa. The proposal is. this: Qpe col­
porteur to work 400 miles to the south from Oran on the' west; 
another to work 400 miles to the south from Constantine on the 
east; Mr. Theob~ld himself in the centre, running as far south 
as R--, 200 miles distant. Do you know what is going on 
down there? 

I have in my hand an Algerian newspaper, printed in Alg-iers, 
but not edited there. They call the newspaper the Wady M'zlib 
-the Valley of the Water Channel-and it is printed in Algiers 
to be circulated down south. In it there is an article of a column 
or more headed "J n the Last Davs." The man who wrote the 
article' was not propagating Secofld Adventism. He was rather 
obiecting to it, in a wav. He said: "You lazy scamps. You 
talk about self-determination. You determine nothing. Why 
don't you wake up? Why don't YOU develop the oases of the 
Great Sahara and emulate other countries? You all say down 
here, and every Moslem I meet says the same, 'Tesus, -Son 'of 
Mary, is coming, and is coming soon.'" Is not that a remark­
able admission for a newspaper writer to make? That he cannot 
meet a man down south who does not believe that Christ is 
coming again and coming soon? But he is trying to use that to 
prove something different. He is trying to get the people to leave 
off being lazy; that they ought to be energetic, and so forth. I do 
not quite know for the moment how to reply to him, but I am 
hoping to soon write sOme reply and to circulate it. 
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There is an open field. In an article on projected North 
African highways, in World Dominion, the writer says: "The 
supremely important matter of African evangelization would be 
greatly furthered by opening out one of the widest areas in the 
world wherein a single language is dominant. That language is 
Arabic. Evangelists knowing this tongue, setting out from 
Jerusalem to Cairo, could preach the \yord and be perfectly under­
stood in all the vast territory from the Red Sea across the 
Continent to Morocco and the Atlantic ocean, and north-west 
through the Sahara to the confines of the Sudan States." Does 
it not take away your breath? A statement made by a man who 
is sober and sane as well as spiritual; who suggests that we qm 
send evatigelists on rail right across to Morocco, south also by rail 
or by motor 'bus ri!;ht into the Great Sah~ra. One common 
tongue. There are, however, a few links which need to be made. 
One is that the express from Morocco, going to Oran, should be 
linked up with Algiers; that the line through Algiers, instead of 
going to Bone, might go straight on to Tunis. The Italians have 
built a commodious station at Benghazi, because they are looking 
forward to linking up with Alexandria. In the meantime the 
enterprising French people are runnin!; lines of motor 'buses, 
with a programme which every year is more extensive. They 
have now opened hotels 600 or 800 miles to the south right away 
in the heart of the desert. 

Where are the men? Where are the means to take the 
Gospel right down south? Those ladies of the Algiers Mission 
Band have !;one a couple of hundred miles anyhow, while they 
have paid visits four hundred miles distant. And the men have 
not yet been found to go and do the same. The women have 
won the glory; they have got the kudos. Where are the men? 
The Nile Mission Press is sending colporteurs to do what it can. 
But what are the colporteurs among so many ? We want more 
and more. You tell me it cannot be done. Let us ask Dyson 
Hague once more: "Can God? Can He?" 

In the new Annual Report of the Nile Mission Press you will 
find recorded an incident from Algeria. Mr. Theobald writes: 
" In the street we were bombarded with demands for literature. 
and in a short time I had sold about 60 francs worth, including 
four Bibles. In the evening-, after dark, I heard a gentle tap 
upon the window of my room, and going to the door I found two 
Jews, closely muffled in their burnooses, who asked for a look at 
our books. (By the way, many of the southern Jews read 
Arabic). On entering, they at once desired a New Testament, 
expressly asking for the New Testament as they had the Old 
Testament. They were typical Tews, with sharp aquiline features. 
piercing black eyes, intense black . and curly beards. I fenced 
round to try and get a word in, but they were extremely cautious 
in their responses, and nothing seemed to convince them, but 
with great warmth they admitted that 'the hope' continually 
present with them was the near coming of the Messiah; though 
they bou!;ht and greatly de,ired Christian literature. they would 
not admit that the True Messiah had already come. One could 
not say more, but only pray that the Holy Spirit will brood over 
their lives as they read 'the life of Christ,' and that light will 
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break over the dark deeps of their souls, and in that light they 
will see Him, the True Messiah and only Hope of IsraeL" 

I was in Algeria four weeks ago, and receiving a cable telling 
me of an operation on my aged mother, I had to come back at 
once and leave the journey which had been proposed: Mr. 
Theobald took it alone. At one place 200 miles south he found it 
very dimcult; no one would take a book; the order had gone forth 
that we were to be boycotted; there was nothing to be done but to 
pack up and return. But the streets are narrow and crooked and 
he had a long way to go to get out of the village. Before he got 
out the car was stopped by a man barring the way, who said, 
" Don't go till I have seen your books." He turned them over 
and bought seven, and then it transpired that he was the Sheikh 
of the village. The order had gone forth to boycott us, but the 
work was being done in spite of that. 

In another place Mr. Theobald, being a humble-minded 
practical man, and finding all the traders in the weekly market 
sitting on the ground, left his car outside, carried his pack of 
books like a colporteur and sat on the ground. One young man 
badly wanted a book, but he was afraid. He looked east, he 
looked west; he looked north, and he looked south. Still he was 
afraid. Presently, seeing Mr. Theobald sitting on the ground, 
he came and sat close to him, and later passed round behind him 
the money for the book. Theobald realised what he wanted and 
passed a book to him, which he secreted in his clothing. He sat 
there looking at the sky, and after about half-an-hour sauntered 
away, the happy possessor of a book! Although the hardest 
thing in the world is to distribute literature, yet it is being done. 
Can God? Can He? Can God send a man to write in Arabic? 
Yes, He can do the big thing. Then cannot God get the books 
distributed once they are written r Glory to His name, yes He 
can. 

It is perfectly within God's power to get literature produced 
and it is perfectly within His power to get it circulated. One 
little leaflet we got out in North Syria is called " Prepare to Meet 
Thy God," and it is based on the expectation of .the Second 
Coming of our Lord.. It says: "If He is coming are you 
ready? " The first edition was 30,000 only; I hope the next 
edition will be 100,000. Why not half a million? It is perfectly 
within God's power to do a big thing. 

" Have you any rivers you think are uncrossable ? 
Have you any mountains you cannot tunnel through? 
God specialises in the wholly impossible, 
Doing the tl,ings that man cannot do." 

The proceedings concluded with the singing of a hymn and 
the pronouncement of the Benediction. 

REPORT OF EVENING MEETING. 

The Rev. F. LAURENCE having read the Scripture and led in 
prayer, the CHAIRMAN (Mr. P. K. Allen) called upon the Rev. 
T. W. MASON to address the meeting. 

The Rev. T. W. MASON said: Mr. Chairman, dear Christian 
friends, I wal1lt, first of all to say to--night that J rejo,ice with you 
over the work that has, been ac"Complished during the past years 
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by God's leading and enabling through this instrument which we 
call the Nile Mission Press. As one goes about here and there 
one finds people disheartened because of the days in which we are 
living. But when I think of the work of the Nile Mission Press 
I do not feel that there is any cause for disheartenment concerning 
the work of Christ. Recently, when on my way to a prayer 
meeting, a man said to me: "Things are in rather a bad way, 
don't you think? " I turned to him, and said: "Do you know 
that 370 years ago, in this city of Cilas.gow, out of every hundred 
priests only ten could repeat the Lord's Prayer. We are now in 
a city in which there is a preacher in every street." He said: 
" Things are not so bad, are they? " A hundred and fifty years 
ago there was hardly a Protestant mi~sionary in the wo,rld; but 
since David Livingstone fell asleep upon his knees pleading for 
Africa, we have buried OVe'f 2,000 in Africa alone. I wish we 
had confidence enough to believe that God knows His own bus,i­
ness, and that He is fulfilling it. VI e feel that times are hard. 
I have often used this as an illustration-that if you take <In acid 
and apply it to gold, the gold is not much the worse fo,r the ordeal; 
but if you take that same acid and apply it to a bas,e metal, so 
much the worse' for the base metal. I know it is a testing ,time 
at home, but God is, fulfilling His, purpose to~day as completely 
as ever He did. The acid test of the age of unbelief and s'cepticism 
in which we live has been applied to the faith which we ho,ld, and 
it will be given forth in: the fulnesSl of the time purified and glmi­
tied. But as I look at those other religions. of the world I see that 
same spirit doing its, work; and we know the effect. We s.ee 
to-day what is happening' in the inner soul of Mohammedanism 
and Buddhism, and we should lift up our hearts in gratitude. 
\Ve knO'w in our own land that it is a testing-time for' our own 
faith. Burt we must accept it as an axiom that God knows Hi", 
own business" and in the perfection of His wisdom, and of His 
plan, He is marching on to that grand consummation when there 
shall be one King, and one fold, and one Shepherd, and one 
glorious, Name sung by every tongue, and acknowledged by every 
knee. I say to-night that while we may be distressed by the con­
dition of things at home, yet when we look at the map of the 
wodd, we are here to thank God for what He has done, and to 
take courage. 

When I was in Scotland I was privileged to speak first 
of all in a Church where the parish minister is interested 
111 the work of the Nile Mission Press, and has seen 
it at close quarters. Seven or eig'ht Churches united 
together with him in the Parish Church of Cambuslang. Also 
at Fenniston, Bethany Hall, Anniesland, the Tent Hall, the 
Seamen's Bethel we had good meetings. Many of these were 
new centres. \lVe broke entirely new ground, and found new 
openings around Glasgow. In Edinburgh we went to St. Andrew's 
Hall, and eight Churches co-operated there. In the north-ea&t 
of Edinburgh-at the Union St'reet U.F. Church-fifteen Churches 
united. And six Churches, united at St. Mary's Church in the 
north of Edinburgh. \Ve had the help of our old friend, Dr. 
Farrow, and the Rev. \V. Graham Scroggie, and a number there 
who love out wo'rk and who interceded for us constantly in prayer. 
Next we went on to Dundee. I hope some day that Mr. Upson will 
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find it eas,ier to get across from Beirout to Bagdad, because of 
that visit. Then I went on to Aberdeen. Visits were made lJnder 
very trying conditions, but with manifest tokens that God is pre­
paring' there for a reaping by and by. 

A wo'rd concerning opportunities for' speaking on behalf of 
the Nile Mission Press. I wonder if you realise what a great 
thing you might do if you could say to the General Secretary, 
or to myself-·Come here and speak to half a dozen people about 
the work of the Nile Mission Pres<s. I am speaking to-night in 
a hall which is sacred to me in several ways. It was bUlilt by a man 
from the adjo'ining parish to the one in which I have been work­
ing for fourteen years. A man from one of those parishes, is your 
representative out in Cairo. So two parishes here blend in ser­
vice. In that latter parish, from which Mr. Upson comes, we 
have had this, splendid thing as a result of a request for a small 
meeting. At the time it hardly appeared worth while. But that 
opening brought us £17 last year. This year, for the first quarter, 
it has realised over £9. Prayer and work is what God asks of 
you and me; but these little commonplace openings are just His 
oppO'rtunity for getting the wedge of oUir testimony in. Then 
there may be drawing-room meetingsl where public meetings are 
not possible. One of the most charming results from such a 
meeting was brought about in thiSi way. Someone went to speak 
on behalf of the Nile Mission Press, and compared the conditions 
in a Christian home to the conditions in a MO'hammedan home. 
A lady at the close said: "I have been married fO'r twenty-one 
years, and I have never realised before what I owe to Jesus Christ 
for the happiness of my home. I want to' give £21-a pound for 
every happy year O'f my married life~which I O'we to' J es'Us 
Chrisrt:. " I am perfectly convinced of thisl, that there are many 
men and women who will lay treasures at' the feet of Jesus Christ 
through surch meetings fO'r the purpose O'f publis,hing His, tidings, 
and sending His, W Gird to the uttermost parts of the earth. If 
you at hO'me will be diligent and faithful, watching as weIl as 
praying, and if you will give either the General Secretary or mysdf 
an opportunity of addressing a meeting, knowing as I do the spirit 
of your general committee, and knowing that they will pray us 
through, then we shall gO' from strength to strength in this great 
emprise of carryiIIg the GO'spel to those who know it not. Let 
lLS freely g'ive Df what we have freely received of the tidings of 
the everlasting, r'edeeming lo'Ve O'f the SO'n of God. Amen. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. P. K. Allen) s'aid: The MO'slem World 
is learning to read far more than the non-Mosllem world. I wonder 
if we realise that? During the last few years they have awakened 
to the fact that it is the people who know how to' read who are 
the successful people to-day, and therefore throughout the Moslem 
world there is this eagerness to learn: to read. In the City of 
Cairo alone there are over 200 printing-presses all pouring out 
Arabic literature. NO't only newspapers, but books, pamphlet9, 
tracts, and all so,rts of literature; and a good deal of it rational­
istic essays" and sex novels, upon which the young life of Egypt 
and other lands is feeding; scientific works, poEtical wO'rks, and 
much that has been translated from the French. \VhiIs.t all these 
publications are being scattered and poured out like a flood, there 
is just one little work like a candle shining in the darkness-the 
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Nile Mission Press. What the Pharos was, when it was erected, 
that beacon light of Alexandria which was kept burning day and 
night shedding its beams over the waters to guide the mariner 
safe into po.rt, that is what the Nile Mission Press is to-day in 
the Moslem World. We are already publishing olVer 600 publica­
tions, and those are being scattered far and wide. I am going 
to read to you the words of the great Apostle (Mr. Arthur S. Way's 
translation of the passage) in 2 Cor. ix. 6-9: " Grudging SlOwing 
makes grudging harves,t, and bounteo.us sowing makes bouI1lt:eous 
harvest." God is able to lavish every gracious gift upon you, so 
that yo.u, always possessing abundance of everything, may lavishly 
contribute to every good undertaking. So the blessing o.f the Good 
Man in Scripture will apply to you. "He hath flung wide his 
seed, he hath given to the poor; so. his righteousnes,s abideth 
ever." Now I think I may say that that is what the Committee 
o.f the Nile Mission Press desires whole-heartedly to do, to. fling 
wide the seed. Weare not only sending our literature to every 
part of the Continent of Africa" but our publicatiO'ns, are going 
to South America, to Java, to India, to North-west China, and 
we are seeking thus to scatter the printed page far and wide. 
One of our O'penings during this past year has been that of scatter­
ing literature in Algiers and North Africa, a work which we are 
hoping very much to develop. vVe have also opened a new Book 
DepOt in Jerusalem, just within the Damascus Gate, where thO'u­
sands pass by every day. 

During the past year our circulation in books and tracts in 
Arabic has been over 350,000 copieSi. What sort of books? 
Essentially evangelistic. We would like to' emphasize that. It is 
the aim and object of the Nile Miss,ion Press to give the Word Oof 
Life, and all Oour literature has that one purpose. I should like 
tC) commend too your notice Miss Trotter-'s little book oon "The 
Way of the Seven-fold Secret." She wrote it specially to appeal 
to the mystics of Islam. If you want to knOow what the Nile 
Mission Press does, I beg o.f you to buy a co.py of this book, and 
you will find here sOomething which is food fOor YOour own soul. 
After yO'u have read it, thenl pray for guidance as to whom you 
should send it, so that SIOmeone else may find interest in, the Press, 
and will want to have a share in the work; they will see that this 
is the kind of message which is needed amongst the MO'slem 
people. Have you ever stopped to' think Oof the appalling fact 
that there are thousands and thousandS! 0'£ boys and girls who 
have no books to read? YOU! know how, when you were young, 
you used to delight above everything else in listening to mother 
tell YOou a sto,ry. But there are those multitudes of Moslem chil­
dren, and they have no' one to tell them stories. Now when some 
little publication from our Nile MissiOon Pres,s, goes to a village, the 
people will at once gather round someOone who calli read, and if 
there ate children it is quickly circulated that there is a story, 
and Oothers will gather round and listell!. This work amongst the 
boys and gidsl is a work which we are anxious to' extend. We 
have already our Junior Department, but we are wanting more 
help, someone with ability to' develop this work amongst the 
young peO'ple, so that tOo them may be given God's message in 
their early days.. It grips the heart when one thinks that the 
children are hearing spoken, and are hearing read impute litera-
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tUire. NO'w we want to' give to' them the simple Gospel mes>sage 
whilst their minds are still young. GO'd has given us' open doors. 
I repeat that little sentence from God's WO'rd, "He hath flung 
wide his seed." You and I may have a share in that. There is 
the.$ed_oL inlflueqfe. Everyone O'f us can exert 0'ur inlfluence. As 
Mr. Mason haOj reminded us, you may open y0'ur drawing-mom and 
arrange a meeting where y0'UI can gather t0'gether y0'ur' friends. 
And if y0'U do that you will be exercising your influence. There 
is the s,eed 0'f opportunity. You may not have a large room that 
you can use fO'r a meeting, but you have time that you can give. 
U se t~_eed of _~portunity f()t:2!"!!yer, that God's bles>sing may 
rest upon this work. Then there is, tlte: s~e:~LQ{prostperi!y. YO'u 
may be a merchant engaged in bUBiness. God has given to you 
wealth. That is the Ojeed that GO'd has given to' you to' usC'. But there 
i", something more. There is t!Ice s'c;ed o~L 10'~§, the seed vf sacri­
fice. It may be that there is -someone here this afternoO'n, and 
God wants that seed from yO'u, the gift O'f a son, or a daughter, 
to go f0'rth f0'r Him t0' help bring the tidings 0'f great joy to M0'slem 
lands,. 

Mr. ARTHUR T. UPSON (Field Direct0'r) spoke 0'n " Isaiah's 
Survey 0'f the Moslem Wodd and the Nile Missionl Press Response 
to the Call." The first part 0'f the addressl "Yas a resurn q of Part 1. 
0'£ the afternoon addres,s. 

SECOND PART. 
What is to be the response of the Nile Mission Press to this 

call? I must tell you a little to-night about Egypt, Assyria, and 
Palestine. (See Isaiah xix. 25). What did God mean when He 
said, " BlesSled be Egypt, My people"? Has there ever been a 
time in the hi5tory of the world in which it could be said that Egypt 
was a distinctly Christianl nation? To some extent, yes. The 
Coptic Church. The Copts were converted through the preaching 
of St. Mark in the first century. The Copt,ic Church fought a 
brave fight fO'r the Deity of Christ. To this day they are called 
heretics. Why? Largely becaUise the;y stood out against 0'ther 
views. They are very strong indeed on the Godhead of Christ. 
And when they wanted to pay me a very great c0'mpliment, the 
Dean of the C0'ptic Cathedral in Cairo said that my book 0'n the 
Deity of Christ, c0'vering Sao pages, was real Coptic orthodox 
teaching. I maintain that it is 11Ot, f0'r I say that it is universal 
Christian teaching, and evangelical Christian teaching. But he 
meant it as a compliment, and I took it as he meant it. The Pasto·r 
of my staff told the roo pastors gathered together in c0'nference 
last month that the Nile MiOjsion Press must be 0'n the Rock 0'f 
Ages., for every book an.d tract it has published is nlOt only Presby­
terian, but United Presbyterian! Then another member 0'£ my 
staff, who happens to bel0'ng to the C.M.S., says. that what we 
publish is really good Church of England teaching! -! What he 
meant was that it was f0'uil1ded upon. the Wnrd 0'f God; and that 
i'l, enough f0'r me. 

I left on the 12th February and sailed f0'r Algiers, t0' try and 
improve the w0'rk being d0'ne there by appointing two more col­
porteurs.. I tO'ok with me the Arabic type to' print some Gospel 
tracts in Algiers,; that filled a small but a heavy case, and I won­
dered if they would allow it through the barrier. They made no 
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objection,; and the porter who carried it did not either, so fo.n.g 
as he gOot his. backsheesh. Presently there came along several 
parcels of books, for I was. taking several hundredweight of books 
to Algiers; and I wondered whether they would pass the barrier 
an. right; but nO' objection was made. Then the man at the barrier 
said to me: " I knovv who you are; I knOow what yoU! have got in 
those packages. Y OUi are not going to be mean enough to take 
all those books to Po·rt Said, and leave me here with none at all? " 
I gave him two or three tracts frOom my pocket, and he was mO're 
than grateful. There is a great demand for our books everywhere. 

As an old schoolmaster myself, I am very much in favour 
of education, only we have never had time to publish educatiO'nal 
books, we are so busy pUblis:hing evangelistic ollies. The Gospel 
message goes mo·re quickly, and our first mes.sage is., "Y e mu~t 
be born again," and the second is, "I am cO'me that ye 
might have life, and that ye might have it more abundantly." 
There are many in our Churches. who. have not got to NO'. I yet, 
and still more who have not got to No.2. You must have con­
version; and if you are going to be Oof any uSie in ChriSIt's service 
you must have mo·re life. So our books are of those twO' types. 

The Nile l\Iis.sion Press is modern to' the last degree without 
being modernist-if yOoU can, distinguish between the two. If 
there is a new invention we can have, we have it. I am proud 
of being modern, and send my proofs. by aeroplane, which is, being 
Uip-to~date. We move with the times. In other wo·rdSl, the 
slogan o·r motto for 1928, which is already coined, is to be this.: 
"Old message; new methods·. New methods, Oold mes.sage." 
This book by lVliss Trottet-" The SevenfOold Secret "-has an 
evangelistic mess.age; she calls it a book for twilight souls. I 
had the great pleasure, not of translating it, but of editing and 
unifying the transJation~. Every word now in the Arabic is under­
stood, and is equally applicable in Syria, in Jerusalem, in Egypt, 
in Algeria, in Tunis, in Morocco. It is selling by the thousand. 
The edition in English iSi practically sold OIut, and a second edition 
will be ready sho.rtly. Miss Trotter's message to the Moslem is 
based on the supposition that he is groping. She may know, and 
I may know, that the majotity of Mos.]ems are doing nothing of 
the kind, but she would never win them by telling them that. I 
may kno'w of some Churches in England that are dead, but I am 
nOit likely tOi revive them by getting up into the pulpit and inform·· 
ing the people that their Church is! the deadest place I have ever 
preached ill'. 

The Commandant of Police in the city of Cairo has 
under him about 3,000 policemen, and he is fighting drugs 
there for all he is worth. A year ago he did a most amazing 
thing. He completely violated all laws and regulatiolllS! by pub­
lishing a letter in the public press·, in which he told the ministers 
of State, who pay him his salary, that Egypt was going tOi hell­
i.e., through the drug ttaffic. How did they stand that? They 
stood it like men. They admitted, firstly, that it was true; and, 
secondly, that he was a fine man for having the courage to say 
it And instead of giving one week in prison, without hard laboull, 
or a penalty of £r, they immediately raised the term of imprison 
ment to six months, with hard labour. And after that the Ne\\ 
HouL'Se of Parliament took up the matter, and the member:s hav 
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been declaring that a man who deals in drugs should have three 
vears.' penal servitude! 
- We distribute tracts- in the public streets every Thursday 
night against impurity and drink and vice. I wrote a letter, and 
sent it to every Member of Parliament, to the President of the 
Chamber, and tOi His, Majesty the King. NO't one letter of thanks 
did I receive, but, on the OIther hand, not one petition was refused. 
One OIf the biggest sheikhs in the country came to see me. He 
has under him 18,000 Mohammedan students, because he is 
inspectOir O'f the TheolO'gical Institutes. And as he went away, 
I said to him, " \"v'ell, nmv let me give you all' evangelistic book. 
This is the truth in Christ as we preach it." And I gave him this 
book O'f Miss Trotter's in Arabic. Later I heard that a Bill had 
been introduced into the House with a view to cancelling what 
,vas caus.ing the flllin of thousands of our fellow-subjects" and of 
our British soldiers during the war. They are proposing to 
abolish it. U nfO'rtunately, you know what Parliaments, are. They 
referred the draft: Bill to a Committee; they thought that was the 
kindest way O'f getting rid O'f it; it is still in Committee. What 
will happen I do n.ot knlOw. But it is possible to' have anO'ther 
one. Egypt is, waking up, and it is highly probable that in the 
very near future we shall enter upon the wonderfuJ experiment 
of the absolute prohibitiO'n O'f strong drink in Egypt. I know how 
hard the fight wiU be, but I do know that you can stigmatize sin, 
then, if it still lives aft'er that, it is, nlO't your' fault. 

There was a young fellO'w belonging to' the COIptic Church, 
whO' came to me, and said: "You know you are dO'ing a great 
thing. I want to do a bit on: my own, fO'r you have stirred me up. 
The Lo,rd has laid it on my heart to translate and to' publish 
Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Bible." I said, "My dear 
friend, do yOUi know that' it contains twO' thO'usand large pages 
in the English; and that printed on a smaller size page it would 
run into- s,ix thOlusand pages. If you wO'rk at the rate you are 
going, it will take you fifty years to publiSih it." "Never you 
mind, " he said, " I am young." He started with Romans,. I 
do nlO't think he has sold many copies" but all the same it is a 
good attempt. After that I think he went to Habakkuk. He 
said he had not much money, so' he was, translating the sho,rter 
books fir~t! 

~Te have colporteurs running up the Nile Valley. At the 
present time we are trying to get a higher type of man, fO'r whom 
we have coined a neVi name~" evangelistic travellers," not com­
mercial, but evangelisrtic. Afttr I came here they appointed in 
Cairo the first of our evangelistic travellers, a man whO' is. going­
to tr'avei right up the Nile Valley visiting Mission StatilO'ns, houses, 
shlO'ps, schools, carrying samples, just like a commercial traveller, 
only with instr'uctions. to stay the night, and to hO'ld a miss.ion 
meeting. He is the first of his kind; but we are also pleading 
fo-r a man to' be an inspeci:0tr O'f colporteurs in the Nile Valley, 
to cheer them up, to help to keep them going. 

Next, a few wO'rds about Assyria, "the wo'rk of God's 
hands." 'N'e are not doing what we would do there. It was. 
proposed that I should take a journey from Syria across to Bag­
dad, dO'wn to the Gulf, across; to India, and round by Aden. 
Nevertheles.s, as we have not got the funds it may not materialize. 
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If it does not, we shall take it to be the will of God to postpone 
it. One of the missionarieS! in Irak last year took some 0'£ our 
publications, and was distributing them, and a railway policeman 
came to him, and took one, and afterwards he came back to him 
and said, " I am ready to accept Christ. I believe in Him." He 
was a Mohammedan, and although the deciSiion was too, sudden 
to be permanent, yet, firstly, we realise that there is an open 
field, and, secondly, there is a receptive so,il. 

A few weeks ago Dr. MacdQnald, of EastooulrIlle, senil: to 
ask us to send literature to a mislsionary in Bagdad. It went 
within twenty-four hQurs of the letter coming. Before the litera­
ture had reached Bagdad, a letter came from that very miss·i6nary 
ordering some books in faith, and Slaying at the end of his letter, 
" I have nO't got the money to pay for them, and I dO' not knO'w 
when they are gQing to' be paid for, but I must have them." And 
the Lord laid it on the heart of Dr. Macdonald, of Eastbourne, 
to mention that man by name, and tOi seek to meet his need. 
" Blessed be Egypt, My people, and ASlsyria the work of My 
hands." 

" hrael My inheritance." You have heard about the colpor­
teurs in Palestine. You may n.ot perhaps know that there is one 
across Jordan, a very rough district. There are not more than 
about twelve towns in the country, and the colporteur travels 
from one to the other. Many eyes are turned tQwards Edom 
just now. There is, one good brother of the Milton Stewart FUind 
that has helped us greatly, and still doesi, who wishes to' have 
literature stored there. The cliffs are so steep, and the passage 
so narrow, that nO' one could posSlibly pass thrQlugh; anld an army 
could be picked off one by one. It is believed that many thou­
sands were saved by inhabiting the caves during the bombard­
ment by Titus at the destruction of Jerusalem. Anyhow, it is 
interesting because of its past associations. My friend has an 
idea that that may happen again, and he wantSi to' be ready. 

From the Jerusaiem bQokshop, inside the Damascus, Gate, 
a Moslem quarter, the message is gQing out. At first we could 
not get a footing, and then when we got the place they boycotted 
us,. Now difficuJties. have been removed in answer to' your prayers, 
and the message is gQling forth. 

Do you realise what a rough life the colporteurs have tQi live 
in Palestine? Do you kno'w that a month and a half agOi three 
men were frozen to' death there j or, at any rate, the newspaper 
repo'rt said that they lQst their lives thrQlugh exposure to the snow­
storm. One of the colporteurs lives on Mount Gerizim (Shechem), 
and he was hindered in his itinerant wQirk because Q1f the down­
pour of rain:. But that rain: is the salvation of Palestine. God 
has promised the early rain, and the latter rain, and I for one 
think that that has a phys.ical as well as a metaphorical meaning. 
We have juS<f heard from Mr. Rohold that fOir the first time for 
300 o'r 400 years the pools of SolomOin are full and brimming O'ver 
-the result of the snow-stQrm. Palestine is being watered and 
being planted; it is being rebuilt and reconstructed, but partly 
in Ulnbelief, and it is your part and mine to' give the people the 
truth as' it is in Christ. 

There is another cOllporteur at Nazareth, and h'e has, a donkey, 
which we call "Galilee." Someone once took me to task for 
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using &ripture names in that way, but I think it is. a very apprn­
priate name for the donkey, as it goes north and sO'uth, east and 
west, and down to the Lake of Tiberias, with the Gospel message, 
which is going forth all the time. That is the partial response 
of the Nile MissliOon Press to the Call. 

'''hat are our needs? Firstly, men. 'Ve thank God for Mr. 
and Mrs. Michell, who carne out last year, and also fOor Miss H. 
Mollison, whO' came out to help me with the secretarial work. 
We have fOorty wo,rkers in Cairo, but we need still more. They 
should not be exc1us,ively Egyptians, although Egyptians. should 
be in the majority. AlsO' I am very badly needing a supervisO'r 
O'f cOolporteurs for Palestine. He must be a child of God, and 
he must be in love with 9OUJS. 

Secondly, we need funds. Last September we scraped the 
bottom of the barrel, for \'Fe had not enough money in the Colpor­
tage accOount to pay in to the Bank a sum representil1!g the cOolpor­
teurs' sales of the month. I lay awake that night thinking, "A 
shilling in hand-and God! Liabilities great, butt Assets, a shill­
ing-and God." When I got my letters the next morning, I 
discO'vered that £200 for colporteurs had beel1! lying iIll one of 
them all night at the POost Office. 

But, thirdly, prayer is our greatest need. A lady told me 
this afternoon hOow she takes our prayer list and pins it up in her 
kitchen, and while she is cleaning and washing she does what 
Brother Lam'ence did, she talk~ to the Lord. \Vhy nO't talk to 
the Lo·rd all day? Is it not possible to reach that stage that you 
dO' not know when you are praying and whel1! you are notl? There 
was once one whO', on going to bed, would look up and say, 
" J uslt aSI usual, Lord; Good night." He had been talking to 
God all day, and at night there was nothing more to say! Give 
us yom prayers. like that! ~ive for the Lord; live with the Lord; 
live in the Lord. Pray for those who go forth in His Name. 

The meeting was then closed with prayer. 

+ 

JlpprtdafJolls Of D.m p. publications. 
HE following are a few extracts from letters received by 

us expressing appreciation of our publications, and 
methods. They come from various needy quarters, 
and are encauraging as showing that our work is meet-

ing an urgent demand. 

FROM MISSIONARIES IN EGYPT. 

" For same time past I have intended to' express our very 
warm thanks to you for your generaus grant af tracts for free 
distributian. As a Missian we are very keen upon a very wide 
distributiO'n of tracts, especially in ,the almost salidly Maham­
medan Delta. 

The first lat yau kindly sent me, my wife and I distributed on 
the jaurney by road fram Alexandria to Cairo. and for three­
quarters of the journey we scarcely missed giving some to' every 
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person "oe passed. The joy of this is that these tracts go into 
such a variety of yillages, hamlets and farmsteads where few 
missionary workers cver set foot. 

The ~ther parcels of tracts I have distributed amongst our 
various stations, who were more than delighted to have them, and 
as I am doing a tour of the stations ,,·ith Mr. P., commencing on 
the morning of the 9th inst., I shall be delighted to have the 
further grant that you have suggested in your letter of the 30th 
ult. for distributing then. 

I may add that grants of the' Selections' wil1 be very speci­
ally appreciated, as I have had more than one enquiry recently to 
know if there are any more of these available." 

No.2. 
" Thank you very much for your letter of the 26th inst., and 

the generous parcel of tracts which came to-day. I count myself 
very fortunate in beinR thus favoured. I will do my very best to 
make the most use of these tracts. 

My aim is to have always on hand in my cabinet literature for 
Muslims, Copts; Purity tracts, literature for Christians, tem­
perance tracts, etc. This splendid selection you have just sent 
has just come in time to replenish some of the pigeon-holes. 
Portionettes are always acceptable, and we give away many of 
these also. I still have some, but will be glad of more." 

NO·3· 
" A few days ago we received a large bundle of tracts from 

the Nile Mission Press. It was certainly kind of you to make us 
this donation. \Ve appreciate it very much. It was especially 
fitting this year, for, as you know, our funds are a little scarce. 
I always like to have tracts and books with me in visiting by 
means of the Ibis. 

We certainly appreciate very much the work of the Nile 
Mission Press, and have great confidence in the nature of the 
literature that they are putting forth." 

NO.4-
A telegram sent to N.M.P. Committee in 1913. It still holds 

true :~" Dominant impression of my recent visit to Levant was 
that a new day of unparalleled openings for work among Moslems 
has dawned. We must attempt great things, meeting present 
opportunity and arousing Western Christendom to neglected 
task. Prayer has disinte'grated stolid indifference of Islam. 
Time has come for a~gressive action. .v a agency can penetrate 
Islam so deepl)l, abide so persistently, 'witness so daringly, and 
influence so irresistihly as the Printed Page. May we set up new 
standards of prayer, faith and effort for the winning of the 
Moslem world to Christ." 

No 5. 
" I found an old copy of ' What God hath used' in a book­

case here, and with Miss V.S. 's permission I gave it to Miss 
Hadow~a missionary on the borders of Afghanistan. Will you 
send a new copy for Fairhaven please." 
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No. 6.-FROM SYRIA., 

" Our annual meeting begins to-morrow, D. v., and I hope to 
have a sample of each item on display, so that the members of 
the mission may see what you produce." (A good example to 
follow). 

NO·7· 
"We are delighted with the splendid evangelical' character 

of your publications, and we pray that you may be richly blessed 
in this important service for our Saviour and Lord. Our workers 
are expecting to do more tract distributing this year than ever 
before, and we shall doubtless be placing orders with you 
frequently. " 

A student in a Syrian College writes (Translation) :-" It 
was so kind of you to send me the book, 'The Lord of Glory.' 
have received it with many thanks. I promise to read it with the 
attention it deserves, because I have found from its preliminary 
chapters that it is a very fine work. Many thanks to its authors 
and publishers. No doubt the Nile Mission Press offers many 
magnificent services to religion and morals. May God help 
those who are directing its work. 

Again thanking you for your present, J hope J shall meet you 
some day at Beirut." 

No.8. 

The following account of a School-girls' Book Club in the 
Northern Sudan is cheering for our Junior Department:-

.. Miss J., who is head of the girls' primary school at 
Omdurman, mentions that the work of the Nile Mission Press 
has enabled the school to start a long-wished-for hook club. She 
writes :-

" For years I had been lamenting that therf~ was so little suit­
able Arabic literature for school-girls, and lateh, to my joy, I 
discovered that the Nile Mission Press has published enough 
Arabic story books for juniors to enable libraries to be started. 
Now I am busy collecting books, and we have over forty story 
books and about hventy religious books. Both teachers and 
girls are very keen about reading, and it is \yidening their minds 
and making teaching easier. Often when I am teaching the 
fourth-year girls I am greeted with beaming smiles and the 
remark, 'Oh, yes, that was in the book J had out of the book 
club. ' Some of the teachers are asking for copies of religious 
books for themselves." 

FROM MISSIONARIES IN IRAQ. 

"The Story-Parables, published by the Nile Mission Press 
in Cairo, little eight-page tracts with a picture on the cover, 
always appealed to the interest. Then there would come the 
opportunity of reading some portion of the Bible, and often the 
sale of a portion, one of the four Gospels, or possibly the whole 
New Testament, and once or twice the whole Bible. Often the 
tracts that I gave out were read by those who knew how to read. 
to groups of three to six or seven who could not. Sometime~ 
there would be three or four such groups in one coffee-house. 

Our literature, based on Scripture, has been pretty widely 
circulated. Something like two thousand tracts have been given 
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out, and while some have been destroyed, some have been read 
to fair-sized crowds, and read over again. In the same period I 
have sold over one hundred and twenty copies of single Gospels. 
Only this afternoon, quite a number of the prison guards were 
asking for tracts. I have been given rather a quaint name by a 
number of my coffee-house friends. It is 'Abu Shunta,' the 
, Father of the Handbag.' That is, the fellow who is always 
seen with a handbag full of literature. And the name seems likely 
to stick, for better or worse." 

"Thank you for your letter of I st September and for the 
prompt despatch of my order. The books arrived almost as soon 
as your letter did. And I must tell you how pleased I am with 
them all. The N.M.P. publications are improving right along, 
especially those you' are reprinting. They are gotten up so much 
more attractively than formerly." 

"I recently saw Dr. Zwemer and procured from him one of 
the new 'Guides.' Congratulations on its fine appearance and 
make-up. Also on the new titles you are listing. I am enclos­
ing quite an extensive order selected from the new catalogue. 

I appreciated your Colloquial Chat, and am taking immediate 
advantage of some of its proposals." 

FROM TURKEY. 

"I want to thank you heartily for your kindness last 
Monday in showing me all the interesting and inspiring work you 
are doing at the Press. I could not thank you nearly as much as 
I wanted to. I did appreciate all you showed me and was much 
interested in reading the literature you gave me. 

I enclose a small cheque of $IO as a contribution to the work 
of publishing the good tidings to so many Moslems especially, 
and I only wish I could give a great deal more. 

Assuring you of my keen interest and sympathy in your 
work, and praying that it may more and more be a great power 
in winning the Moslems to the truth." 

Here is a good example from CHINA. From a child in a 
Girl's School, who are regular contributors :-

"The nieces are herewith sending you the small sum of $3 
(International Money Order), which we hope will in some way 
help on your work. 

We were very interested to hear about the Conferences held 
last year, and to see the photograph of you and your native 
helpers. 

We are always pleased to hear of your work, because it is so 
different from what we are accustomed to." 

A religious periodical in America published the following in 
July, 1926:-

The Possibilities of the Printing Press.-" The history of the 
Nile Mission Press suggests in a fresh way what the Western 
world has known for many long decades, that truths and false­
hood are both most effectively sent forth by the printing press. 
The work of the Church among Moslems has become a real 
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missionary victory, since it has been learned that the followers ~f 
the prophet will read in secret what they would never permit 
themselves to hear in public. There are other printing presses 
in the near East for the publication of the Gospels among the 
Moslems, but at the present hour the activities of the Nile Print­
ing Press command special attention." 

In " News and Notes" for October, I 926, attention is called 
to the value of our work for translation into other languages ;--

NEW TRACTS FOR MUSLIMS IN URDU. 

" Members will recall that, as a direct result of the delibera­
tions at the Jerusalem Conference in April, 1924, Mr. Upson, of 
the Nile Mission Press, made available for workers in all lands 
the English text of some of the most effective literature in circula­
tion in the Arabic language. These he collected together in one 
volume under the title 'What God hath ·used.' The Committee 
on Literature for Muslims of the N.C.C. (India) decided to 
re-produce a number of these in Urdu. 

We notified our readers, in "N. and N." for June, of the 
issue of a few items by the Punjab Religious Tract and Book 
Society, Anarkali, Lahore. Here are six more, all from 'What 
God hath used.' " 

Though the N.M.P. does not publish (but it printed) Dr. 
Wakefield's work " The Arabic Reference Quran," it is cheering 
to read the following review of it. From" News and Notes," 
October, 1926;-

"THE ARABIC REFERENCE QURAN.·· 

"We have received from the compiler, Dr. Frances Wake­
field, a copy of the first portion of the work upon which her heart 
has been set for several years-the first nine Suras of the Quran 
(i.e., about one-third of the whole), arranged with a view to a 
comparative study along with the Bible. 'It is designed to greatly 
simplify the study of the Quran by making it possible to see 
quickly what is, or is not, contained in it. Also to show what is, 
or is not, stated in the Bible about the subjects mentioned in the 
Quran.· As such it ought to be welcomed by all those mission­
aries whose knowledge of Arabic is sufficient to enable them to 
read the Arabic Quran with profit, for the book is entirely in 
Arabic. 

But Dr. Wakefield has a further, very practical object in 
view. 'If you find any who know the Quran and are feeling after 
truth beyond it, consider whether the loan of a Bible and a 
Reference Quran would be the best help you can give him.' 

We think that rare scholar the. late Dr. Hooper, of the 
C.M.S. in India, would have rejoiced over this work. Writing 
for our paper in 1920, on 'Muslim Retrogression,' he said; 'I 
have for a very long time thought that, given a really honest and 
unprejudiced seeker after Truth among Muslims, the best way to 
convince him of the truth of Christianity and the falsehood of the 
claims of Islam would be to take him steadily through the Bible 
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pointing out the proofs of a progress in revelation as they 
occur; and then let him go on to the Quran and seek there for a 
continuation of that progress. We know that he will seek it 
there in vain; nay, but in all subjects he will find there a decided 
retrogression behind the point to which the Bible has brought 
him, and in some subjects a retrogression behind even the begin­
ning of the process of progress in the Bible. 

The arrangement of this work is quite simple. The Arabic 
text occupies the top half of the page, with numerals interspersed 
which refer to a scheme of references arranged below. These 
latter are compiled in two columns: (a) cross references to the 
Quran itself, and (b) parallel references cited in the Tauret and 
Injil. 

The book has the verI' appearance of a Muslim publication, 
with orthodox flap cover, measures 8in. by I I lin., has 228 pages. 
The whole thing reflects great credit on the Nile Mission Press, 
who have undertaken the printing. Orders may be posted there 
to Dr. F. Wakefield, 37, Sharia Al Manakh, Cairo. 

Price 9 rupees, equivalent to 20 piastres, if ordered from 
Cairo or Jerusalem; 7 shillings from London, post free; 2S 
Egyptian piastres from Beirut, or 17 S Syrian piastres." 

+ 
R~markabl~ 6uldanc~. "I BEING in the way, the Lord led me "-such as often 

been our experience, but this year remarkably so. We 
were very exercised in mind abou.t our furlough, 
which fell due this year, and finally Miss Van Sommer 
asked me dOlwn to Fairhaven to talk it over, the diffi­
culty being that Mr. Michell and Miss Mollison-eager 

as they both were to release me for as long as, possible~had been 
with me at N.M.P. rather less, than: a year, and it would there­
fOore have been unfair to saddle them with responsibility for the 
duration of six months,' fu,dough, with poss,ibly a spell of deputa­
tion work at the end of that time. At last it was, decided for me 
t,) take two months. only in England, instead of six, but to 
endeavour to visit Algeria, Tunis and Morocco in the interests 
Oof our work, Mr. Michell and Miss. Mollison carrying on till the 
end of May, with the loyal backing of our friend Yaqub in the 
Printing Works. 

Even then there were still problems; e.g., shO'uld I take my 
wife for that shO'rt period, or wait for the prope'r furlough? Would 
ordinary furlough be poss.ible even next year'? Could a cabin be 
obtained on the Nederland Steamship calling at Algiers? (Great 
difficulty had been experienced Oll! other occasions). 

At last it was all rettled, and the splendid new ship O'f the 
Nederland Line, "P.C. Hooft," received us at Port Said on 13th 
February. But the weather! Just the day before we started, the 
stO'rm had been sO' bad in the Levant that a large steamer 
of the Fabre Line broke loose from Beyrut Harhour and was, driven 
out to sea. At Port Said the storm had forced the sea-water one 
hUlIldred yards up the shore; and we afterwards learned that no 
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less than three postal couriers had died from exposure to the cold 
Qn the hills, Qf Palestine! Yet, praise to God, we had no storm, 
and hardly an~thing but blue skies, and gentle breezes" at leaslt 
Qon starting! Of course, it was t00' early in the season: to, start 
fool' England, but our Annual Meetings had been fixed for the 
exceptionally early date Qf 4th April. 

* * * * * * * * 
What a welcome we received at Algiers from Mr. Theobald 

and M. Pierre, and later from Miss TrQtter, Mrs. and Miss 
Brading, Miss Freeman, Mr. Smeeton and other workers,. Such 
a joy to see them all again j and to' make the acquaintance of the 
Tetley's. 

After two or three days at Algiers I had planned to take 
a three weeks.' journey in the car with Mr. Theobald, starting off 
from the Oas,is Qf Bou Sa'ada. BUlt, alas,! two' days after arriving 
at Algiers, a cable came to infQrm me that my mQther, aged 
seventy-five, had been taken to' hospital fQr an operatiom What 
an Ulpset to' QUI' plans, for I had been hoping to. get much experi­
ence in Algeria and Tunisia before speaking at the N.M.P. Annual 
Meetings, ! HDwever, grace was given us" and we straightway 
wired to' England that we would travel overland. Help was given 
all the way alDng-in fact, as usual, we seemed to' be travelling 
between two storms and missing both! Our cross,ing of the 
Cbannel waSi made in ideal weather and record time, yet the day 
before had been exceedingly rough, and bad weather set in again 
before we gO't to' London!! Such things cannot be explained j we 
accept our Father's gracious providence, and there we leave it. 
(Remarkable reports have since come to' hand, telling hDW Mr. 
Theobald carried on without me and made a successful JQUlrney. 
I have asked him to appo,int two cQolporteurs fDr Algeria as SIDon 
a<; he can find suitable men). 

Our son Philip met us at Victoria, and we were greatly 
relieved to hear that my mother was doing remarkably well. We 
were able not only to visit her in hospital but also to. care for my 
father, no easy matter. It was when the invalid came out of 
hospital that the worst of our troubles really began, and my wife 
had her hands rather full for a month, for it was found very 
difficult to get help, so much so that we sent out a " S.O.S." to 
a few faithful prayer-helpers to ask God that nothing might 
hinder our return to the field. 

Once again prayer has been answered, and a young Christian 
woman has, cheerfully accepted t0' live with myoid people and 
look after them as a daughter. She had been hDusekeeper to her 
father, but he has lately annoul1iCed that he intends to' marry again, 
so Jessie will be free to come to UlS. And that is the best PQs,sible 
way out j fQr it is a heavy responsibility to leave aged parents who 
have no other childrem 

* * * * * * * * 
The Annual Meetings were well attended, although too eady 

in the seaSQn for some of Dur subscribers. Then we had very 
good meetings at Tunbridge "Vells (with Rev. Barclay Buxtoll 
in the chair) and at EaSitboume, where Dr. MacdQnald presided. 
(How we enjoyed fellowship with the Oliver's! And also with the 
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Alexander's at Bromley). also had two good meetings at my 
own native town, Rayleigh. At one of these, in the chapd of 
a denomination called "The Peculiar People," it was. announced 
that the contributions for last year amounted to £16, which we 
cons·idered good. The presiding elder or bishop would, how­
ever, have none of it, but insisted that they were ashamed of it 
and must do mo·re! Think of being" ashamed" of a first year's 
effort of £16 from a small church of sixty or seventy people! 

Then on a Sunday afternoon at 10, Finchley Road, we met 
with a very warm-hearted response from praying friends, one 
of the "Aged Workers" undertaking to pray Miss Mollison 
thmugh her Arabic examination. And she did it. 

It was a privilege to' attend two of the meetings of our Cbm­
mittee; at the first of these Mr. John R. Menzies was accepted as 
literary assistant, and he will hope to sail from MarseilleS! about 
23rd September. Pray that he may be given a double portion 
of God's spirit. 

Owing to the fact that Mr. Menzies is a student at Co.rpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, a very kind invitation was· sent to 
Mr. Oliver and myself to go up for two or three days. and give 
little talks, in various students' rooms. The morving spirit of the 
C. I.C.c. U. (Camb. Inter-Coil. Chr. Union) is Rev. Earnsthaw Smith, 
whom God appears to be using mightily among the under­
graduates. Thank God for his presence there. The head of the 
" Volunteer" Section is, however, L. Wilkinson, of Ridley Hall, 
and he presided at the C. LC.G. U. missionary breakfast at which 
I gave the address; he also had a " Slquash " (informal group of 
students~ in his rooms at Ridley, as did some of the other Chris­
tian men; in fact it was a great privilege to eat and speak in the 
company of men bearing such honoured names as Barter Snow, 
Hooker, Guinness, etc. Another whom we bear up in our hearts 
is Max Warren, who is. appointed to literary work (with G.M.S.) 
in the difficult field of Nigeria. 

AS! to results from our visit to Cambridge, it appears tHat 
most of the fifty-five" volunteers" had already decided as to fields 
of labour: on the other hand, sieveral have had their eyes opened 
and their outlook broadened as the result of our talks-; the res,t 
we leave with God. It may be His will to thrust out a second 
"Cambridge Seven," as we suggested-but this time for the 
Moslem world. 

On the Friday evening before we left, my wife and I went 
over to Highhury-St. John's. Divinity HaIl-where our o~d friend, 
Rev. Guy Bevan, is! now a tutor. Although the meeting wa.; 
hastily arranged and informal, yet the Principal and tutors 
attended, with thirty-three or thirty-five students, one of whom 
proved to be Mr. Cooper, an old friend from C. M. S., Old Cairo. 
'Here alslO a strong appeal was made for a great increase in the 
European staff of N.M.P. 

But the most remarkable of all was an informal meeting at 
the Mis,s,ionary Training Camp, South Norwood, which came about 
in this way. I went to bed about 10 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th 
May, feeling rather disheartened over the lack of men to help me 
to carry out our plans. In a sub-conscious sort of way I was. telling 
God that I felt rather a failure, for though new workers are com­
ing, yet the doors are opening more quickly than the workers 
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come. God then spoke to me in a strange way, saying, "Go 
over to the Missionary Training Camp for the sort of man yoU! 
want (i.e., colportage supervisors" able to rough it when travel­
ling with their 'men). It so impressed me that I struck a light 
and made an entry on my block-note that I must find time to go , 
to South Norwood" even though I was staying at the HoU!se of 
Rest, 10, Finchley Road, N. W., about I t hours' journey each 
way; also it was to be my last day in England, and every hour 
was already occupied. Next day we rang up our good friend, 
Mrs,. C. Studd, of the W.E.C., Heart' of Africa, etc., and told her 
I was going to tea with her. 

After. tea, and a talk about N.M.P. plans for e:xpalllSion, she 
gave me some valuable suggestions, and then arranged fo.r' No'rman 
Grubb to take me over the Training Camp. We found mo.re than 
thirty men in training o.f a most practical kind, and as they were 
just about to hiave their evening meal they kindly ,gave me the 
first quarter-hour to tell of our great need, after which I had to 
hurry to get back to take prayers at Finchley Road, and to finish 
packing. How strange to hear that on the very day I heard God's 
voice telling me to go there, these students had been having 
special prayer for the Moslem world. 

* 

" May we ever' Hear and obey.' 
'Unstop my ears that I may hear 
The softest whisper of Thy voice." 

* * * * * * * 
Next morning our SOUl Phi.ljp, and o.llr oldest of friends, R~v. 

William and Mrs. Dickins" saw us off from St. Pancras,. We 
were greatly helped, although my parents become more infirm 
as they gro~ oM. May God provide for them; we commend them 
to, the prayers of His people. 

We had a pleasant four days of constant sunshine from 
London to Gibraltar, and rubbed our eyes to read in the Wireless 
Bulletin, that-just aft~r weleft-a very severe storm raged over 
London. Truly we hav,e been cared for every step of the' way. 
, My wife went straight Oui from Gibraltar', Mr. Hay, 0'£ f:. G. M., 
haying most kindly promis,ed to, meet her at Po,rt Said, Burt: I 
transhipped to the Bland, Line for Casablanca, and qm drafting 
this little talk whilst in Morocco. 
, Th'ree factors, have' thrust me intO' Morocco. and Tunisia on 

my way back to Egypt: (I) the new" Three Years' Programme," 
which the Committee adopted whilst I was, in England, depend­
ing Ulpon God to. sen!d both men and mean5,; (2) the recently pub­
lish.ed appeal of No,rth Africa Mission, Algiers, Mis.sion Banq, and 
Sou.th MoroccO' Miss,ion, asking fO'r more help for the Barl?a.ry 
States; (3) conespondenc.e with . Mr. Geqdes, O'f the. South 
MQrocco .Mission, and Rev. J. J. Cooksey, who :t9'I~ qf Lord 
Maclay's visit to Mo,rQcco. These threefactQ,rs have resulted'ih 
this zig-zag journey, in. whi<;h I have to travel by S'evenl different 
boats and acros.s the Mediterranean five times,! In the :words of 
Laura Barter Snow: 

" I am starting on a journey 
Which my feet have never trod, 
And mv heart would fail if I did not know 
That r 'have God." 

A. T. U.· 
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u Cbt "Islon Is vtt for an appolnttd ttmt. 
tbougb It farrv. wan for U." 

Dar Naama, El Biar, Algiers, " I HE vision" began about eight years ago. It was 
the vision of the day, very far off it seemed then, 
of work reaching the balance appointed by God 
when He created family life-the day when lads 
and men, as well as women and girls and the small 
children, should have their chance of His message. 

During the 25 years passed out here already as a gathering 
Band, the latter section of family life was our focus point. It was 
(as being a Band for the most part of women) the accessible side: 
and its opportunities were endless. But more and more, as the 
years went on, we felt that its outworking was very slow. Men 
were won here and there, but there was nO' one to follow them up. 
Boys from the classes gave themselves to Christ-but who was 
to help them through the years when they WQuld so need a 
brother's hand? The girls whose hearts were touched must be 
given to Moslem marriages. The women, who through the 
faithful, patient visiting received Christ, found the new life so 
cramped by the authority of their husbands that in one case after 
another, for want of expanding power, it dropped into a poor, 
stunted compromise. So at last, when the end of the war had 
released outward matters to their normal conditions, nO' wonder 
the cry arose for a band of brothers to come over and help us, to 
reinforce the two already with us-Mr. Smeeton and Mr. 
Buckenham-the latter stilI a newcomer. Ten was the number 
in our minds as we prayed. Two are here with their wives: one, 
Mr. Theobald, is in full swing of work with a mission car; the 
other, Mr. Tetley (after a five years' pause in the supply), is in the 
first stage of language study. 

But with these on the field and the swift development of the 
base at home, we see that the time is at hand fQr the fulfilment 
Qf the vision, and never has the need been more marked. It 
would have seemed a dream a few years ago to see things that 
we see now--the readiness to listen, to buy our books and to 
weigh evidence, even a cry of utter dissatisfaction let out now 
and then over their dead creed and its dead prophet; better still 
is the rumour of knots of secret inquirers gathering to read 
together the Scriptures and any Christian literature that comes 
their way. And while this is so, we could count on the fingers 
of one hand the European men-workers in Algeria who can speak 
Arabic to an extent that qualifies them to deal with the seekers 
and to train the finders for God's service. 

They are of all kinds, these natives, and therefore needing 
men of all kinds to deal with them. Even in the tiny handful of 
convert men around us in the Algiers Mission Band we have types 
as widely divergent as a young fellow from the mountains out 
west, who has given up in despair his laboured plodding over the 
alphabet, on to the last recruits, well read student-lads from the 
south. But the making of Christ's workmen is in them all. 
Even that mountain lad, when he came in this morning from the 
little CQmmunion service with his Easter greeting, took up 
spontaneously a flower bud from the table and said, with his 
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round face shining, ' , We must increase. This is only a bud, but it 
holds the flower, and the flower holds the seed, much, much seed." 

What do we offer to those who come to the help of such as 
these? No easy-going life for spirit, soul or body-and there­
fore a fitting life in the service for those who have heard the call, . 
"Follow Me "-a life of joyful faith, joyful sacrifice, and 
infinite "patience of hope," drawn daily from Christ, and drawn 
from that same heart of His, a love athirst to seek and to save 
that which is lost. 

And now the prayer focus for you who pray with us is the 
bringing out of such helpers and of their leader. At long last 
there is an opening in view for saying "Come." 

For this spring has shewn the clue to the unsolved problem 
of a place where we can welcome them. The first glimmer was 
through that newcomer-number two of our ten-who can 
receive for a few weeks any men who feel drawn to the work, 
but are not yet sure, and need the final clenching of facing the 
problem on the field. Since then the way is opening for the next 
step when Christ's appeal has sounded clear and unmistakable. 
For down in our desert station of Tozeur is a mission house-an 
ancient caravanserai--which (as things fall this autumn) is free 
for use as a language study centre, where those who recognise 
the call to stay could throw themselves from the first into the 
great grapple, in surroundings which are its best hope, for out 
there the newcomer can be steeped in the native atmosphere in a 
way that is impossible in cosmopolitan Algiers. Then again, at 
Tozeur there lie the chances of getting at close quarters from the 
first with the practical side of the work. Boys come eal;erly to 
the mission-house whenever an evening club is open, and tenting 
among the neizhbourinz villages offers the first steps for col­
portage. Thirdly, and this is of the utmost importance, a work 
carried on by men, and a house rele2"ated to their use, makes a 
door of access for men enquirers from the great stretches of oases 
beyond. As it becomes known, we believe these hitherto shelter­
less souls would find their way there, and could be led into the 
Shepherd's fold and out into His pathway. We feel all this fills 
the cup of hope to the brim, and as far as the house-room goes, 
the station stands ready as soon as the summer heat cools down. 

But the point where your prayers and ours need to meet and 
" agree as touching that which we shall ask" is the all-important 
one of the needful leader, who shall be able to guide and inspire 
on the earthly side, and shall understand the battle in its 
unseen trend, and how to press through to victory in the Name of 
Jesus and the power of His Cross. It may be that the permanent 
leader will not be given at once, but we think that God must have 
one preparing for the near future of help next winter, even if onlv 
for the time being. -

And so, behind our " vision of the ten brother helpers, may 
come the still brighter horizon of those won from the-ranks of 
Islam, alongside them in "the service of the warfare" of the 
heavenly kingdom. For such is God's wont in the thoughts that 
He thinks towards us, to give us " an end and an expectation" 
(margin). 

" Blessed are all they that wait for Him." 

1. L. TROTTER, . 

April 4)oth, 1927. For the Field Committee. 
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"He held the lamp of Truth that day 

So low that none could miss the way, 

And yet so high, to bring in sight 

That picture fair-' The World's Great Light.' 

That gazing up-the lamp between 

The hand that held it, scarce was seen." 

" He held the pitcher, stooping low, 

To lips of little ones below, 

Then raised it to the weary Saint 

And bade him drink when sick, and faint. 

They drank-the pitcher thus between 

The hand that held it, scarce was seen." 

" He blew the Trumpet soft and clear, 

That trembling sinners need not fear, 

And then with louder note and bold, 

To raze the walls of Satan's hold­

The trumpet coming thus between 

The hand that held it, scarce was seen." 

" But when the Captain says' Well done, 

Thou good and faithful servant, come! 

Lay down the pitcher ;;Ind the lamp; 

Lay down the trumpet, leave the camp,' 

The weary hands will then be seen, 

Clasped in those pierced ones-nought between." 
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The beginning of the River Sile, as it flows out of the Victoria Nyanza, and starts on its jonrney of three thousand three hundred 
miles to the Mediterranean Sea. 
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"Blessed be Egypt." 
VOL. XXVII. OCTOBEIl, 1927. No. III. 

€dHortal. 
"Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: Thou greatly 

enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water." 
-PSALM lxv. 9. 

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is. 

For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out her roots by the ri'ver, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful m 
the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit." 

-JER. xvii. 7, 8. 

The picture was' lately brought to us of the rushing f()<1th of 
the River Nile from its source, the Victoria Nyanza. So 
beautiful, so abundant, so marvellous in its might, the river 
flows on through marshy ground, through miles of Sudd, through 
sandy banks, through green pastures and native villages, on 
and on for hundr'eds, of miles, until it comes to crowded cities and 
numberless canals and wide-spreading fields, still onward to the 
sea-three thousand thr'ee hlllndred miles from where it begam It 
is the water of life to millions of people. The onlv water they 
have to quench their thirst: the only \vater for their cattle, the 
only water for their fields of corn. , 

Our magazine bears the name of "Blessed be Egypt" and 
a picture with the verse, "Everything shall live whithersoever 
the river cometh." It is true of the River Nile, and it is true of 
the blessed and holy River that flows from the Throne of God: 
The Holy Spirit of God, the River of the Water of Life. 

I t is our work to carry the water to thirsty souls, the words 
of eternal life. And just as 'it is conveved through sandy deserts 
by countless canals, so may we be enabled to encourage hundreds 
of Christians to give themselves to the work of water carriers. 
To distribute the message of the Gospel to all whom they can 
reach. 

An article in this number tells us of the way in which the 
native Christians in India are stirred up to undertake this work, 
and our Colportage Report gives fresh encouragement as we see 
how the same effort is made in Egypt and the Sudan. 

Some books are sold, and some are given away. We all 
should find some way of spreading the message. Travellers by 
boat or by rail may find Moslems glad to accept a Gospel or a 
Christian book. In tramcars, or cafes, or sitting in the door­
ways, men may be found who eagerly take a book. It might be 
done far more extensively than it is done now: "Cast thy 
bread upon the waters, and thou shalt find it after many days." 

B 
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The following extract from a daily paper will be read with 
much interest. We have not as yet seen the report confirmed :-

"RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AT 2I. 

Constantinople, Friday, July I5th. 
Ghazi Mustapha Kemal Pasha, the President of Turkey, 

has taken another step in the emancipation of his country 
by the issue of a decree permitting all who have obtained 
their majority to adopt whatever religion they please. 
Complete religious freedom in future will prevail in 
Turkey.-Central News." 

+ 
Cb~ Dn~ missIon prus. 

IT is with real joy that we send forth our 
report this quarter, for from several places 
we have been hearing of those who, 
co-operating with us, have had the joy of 

seeing souls blessed. One of the greatest incen­
tives, one would suppose, to the actual native 
workers in the Press, must have been when 

they had before them, a month or two 
ago, a very enlightened young Mos­
lem who candidly told them that the 
books which had influenced him and 
led him to Christ, were Nile Mission 
Press books. 

From Palestine also we have had 
letters asking us to supply them regularly with 
Scripture leaflets, and saying that three young men 
have been working with great earnestness dis-
tributing tracts and Gospels, nearly all amongst 

Moslems, who are now willing and many glad to be taught .. 
These testimonies should im\eed show us how God is working 

and using the books. \Ve render to Him the Praise. 
Now that we are again facing the winter's work, it will be 

of interest to our readers to know of various movements of our 
workers. 

Mr. Upson has been on a further trip to Palestine and Syria, 
where he held a special Colporteurs' Conference for the Pales­
tinian men, about the I6th and I7th August, but no news is yet 
through as to how it went off. 

Mrs. Michell came home for a few months to attend to 
family matters. Mr. Michell had a short change in the Fayoum; 
Miss Mollison went to the Y. W.C.A. Camp at Mandara and then 
to "Fairhaven." Before leaving, Mrs. Michell sent some very 
interesting " Pen Pictures" of some of her visits to the villages. 

Mr. Michell has finished the first volume of his great work 
on "The Historical Truth of the Bible," which has been printed 
in Cairo and published by Marshall Bros., London, price 7 / 6. 

Miss Mollison also sent us an interesting account of one of 
her first attempts at direct distribution in one of the villages. 
She writes: "At tea-time we had a company of at least a dozen 
children and several men sitting in a row watching us with great 
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amusement. They let me take their photographs, and afterwards, 
after I began to give them some Gospels and tracts, there 
was a tremendous competition for them. Finally they all 
escourted us back to the car and cheered us off. If only 
they were a little less vociferous, it might be possible to talk 
to them a little more, but all the same" one can pray that the seed 
may find good gr()und and grow. Most of the children could read 
and one of the men looked very intelligent Several of the elder 
girls seemed to know how I felt towards them and were so 
responsive. I wonder if they have heard before, for further on, 
on the return journey, we got down again for a walk beside a 
stream amongst pines, and after a bit Miss Jarratt and I went 
back to sit in the car until the others came. Presently some little 

Mr. John R. Menzies. Mr. George Waldo 

girls came up, and three stayed and let me talk to them as best 
could. Their ages were ten, twelve and thirteen, and one of 
them was called Zakkija, so I told them about Zaccheus, and 
tried to give them the Gospel, though I had no literature left. 
They listened ever so brightly and said they had been to a Mis­
sion School. It is an inspiration to one's ordinary work to see 
little bits of actual distribution and the eager way people listen, 
and accept the tracts even when they know from the outset about 
Whom they will read." 

We are glad to be able to report also that another worker is 
being sent out and sails with Mr. John R. Menzies, on the 23rd 
September, from Marseilles in the S.S. "Lotus." We ask the 
earnest prayers of our readers for these two new recruits. Mr. 
George Wald had been trained at Mr. Godfrey Buxton's Mis­
sionary Training Colony at Upper Norwood before he offered to 
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the Nile Mission Press. We hope after language study in 
Cairo that it will be possible to send him up to the Egyptian 
Sudan to further Mr. Upson's schemes there. 

Mr. Menzies, after leaving Cambridge, returned there for 
three weeks' study of Persian Grammar, which we trust will 
stand him in good stead in the future, as the call for literature 
in Persian is an urgent one. 

These are days when ca'taclysms of all sorts are about us, 
and the two earthquake shocks in Egypt and Palestine have 
caused some anxiety. That in Egypt with reference to our 
Building, and the one in Palestine, because two of our men had 
to camp out in the fields. Mr. Cpson reported that, "feeling it 
distinctly, he went into the street to watch the Building for 
possible cracks," but he appeared to be more interested in the 
sight of two Egyptians, who had not noticed the shock, but were 
most diligently studying the picture of the " Broad and Narrow 
Way" in our Bookshop window! 

~piritual shocks as well as physical ones are also being 
experienced, and recently we have seen the translation of an 
article callin~ on the Higher Islamic Council of Palestine to take 
action with reference to what they are pleased to call " inciting 
books which call people to embrace Christianity and abandon 
Islam." Please contmue much in prayer that the opposition 
which is bound to come, may be etfectually quietened by the 
power of the Spirit of God. 

Our new Catalogue, which raises the number of our Publica­
tions to 600, is now complete. 

We have now Branches in Palestine and Algeria. There are 
Agencies in Morocco, Marrakesh, Tunis, the American Press at 
Beyrout, the American Mission Depot at Basra. The Rev. Claud 
Pickens is representing us at Shanghai; and we have local 
Agencies at Jaffa, Haifa, Beyrout, Rabat, Sfax, Constantine, and 
Alexandria. Whilst recently, at Aleppo, the N.M.P., together 
with the Beyrout Press and American Bible Society, have opened 
a joint Book Depot, for which much prayer is asked. 

To turn to the Colportage work, immediately on his arrival 
in Egypt, Mr. Upson summoned our Nile Valley Colporteurs for 
a Conference, which was held in Radstock Hall, at the Egypt 
General Mission, Zeitoun. Bulos Eff., our Sudan Colporteur, 
was invited to speak on the Saturday afternoon, and they also had 
Gohar Eff. with them, who last year went to the Libyan Oases, 
and, in fact, has gone again this year during his holiday. 

It was agreed between the Sudan Missions and N.M.P. that 
we should send a colporteur round the Arabic-speaking Sudan 
from about last November. He was there for nearly six months, 
and he sold to the value of over L.E'148 of Gospel books. One 
Superintendent of Colporteurs suggested that this was impossible 
from his experience, but as Mr. Upson very rightly states, "we 
must expect that 'the people who do know their God shall be 
strong and do,' " and given sufficient prayer force at the home 
end, God will enable these men, with those in Palestine and 
others in Algeria, to do yet greater things than these. 

Mr. Theobald, of the Algiers Mission Band, who are so 
graciously co-operating with us in tract distribution there, 
wrote a little while ago to tell us that another young Spanish 
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colporteur, for whose support we are responsible, has been 
appointed. Already he is a well-known figure in the native 
markets, and after having purchased in those markets, the people 
are beginning to find their way to his residence for fresh supplies. 
He tells us he had another glimpse of the value of the literature 
whilst with him. An Arab had walked a considerable distance 
to his house to buy a Bible; he had already purchased N.M.P. 
books which had implanted within him a desire for the Word 
itself. And another afternoon a young man came for aNew 
Testament in Arabic. The perusal of some N.M.P. tracts had 
driven him to the Fountain Head. 

We take this opportunity of thanking God for His help to 
Mr. Theobald in his recent attempt at literary work, and shortly 
we shall be publishing his first story of 40 pages, "The Lily of 
the Desert." It deals with the subject of the terrible struggle 
of those who have got under the power of drugs (hashish or 
keef) , and points to Christ as the only way of deliverance. We 
pray that God will enable our brother to. write yet other things. 
We l;1ope soon there" may also be another colporteur in Algeria. 

The Palestinian men are having a hard time. What with 
the earthquake and the stir made by Moslems against Christian 
books, we need to ring them round with prayer. Ibrahim Eff., 
in charge of our Jerusalem Bookshop, writes: ". The repeated 
shocks of late earthquakes in Palestine have made the people in 
fear of fear. Yet Mohammedans ascribe the occurrence of these 
earthquake activities to Christians who preach Jesus the Son of 
Mary as the Son of God and crucified;. the Jews ascribe them also 
to Christians, as the latter have changed the Sabbath to Sunday." 

During the holiday season I have had the privilege of visit­
ing the Children's Special Service Mission in three places-two 
days at Eastbourne, two at St. Leonards, and later at Filey, 
where Mr. John R. Menzies, our new worker, has been leading. 
The call of the Moslem World was listened to with deep interest. 
and we believe that God has been working in these places, and 
that some of the young people gathered there will be thrust forth 
into the dark places of the earth. 

May I remind our readers tlWt we are now face to face with 
a large three years' programme, with new commitments which 
have been passed by the Executive, subject to the provision of 
men and means. We ask your prayers that God will supply all 
our need for our two new friends, and that others who are think­
ing of joining the work, may be guided by the Holy Spirit, and 
that the Executive Committee may have the same guidance in 
their choice of fit persons for the lands beyond. 

Above all, let us labour in prayer in these tast days, for the 
time that we have at our disposal may be shorter than we think. 
that many a Moslem man, woman and child may be brought to 
the feet of the Master, and that in all things, both in workers and 
literature and colportage work, "He may see of the travail of 
His soul and be satisfied." 

Mr. Mason reports that his winter itinerary is bf'ing planned 
somewhat as follows:-

September 5---14. 
15-2 4. 
26--0ct. 

Ipswich, Felixstowe, and North Essex. 
Southend-on-Sea district. 
6. South Wales. 

c 
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October IO-2D. Glasgow. 
21-c-28. Edinburgh. 
29-3 I. Stirling. 

November I-7. Dundee. 
8-IO. Brechan, Forfar and Montrose. 

I I-13. Aberdeen. 
14-I6. Kirkintilloch and Kilsyth. 

I7. Helensburgh. 
After which, he hopes to be in Ireland, possibly visiting 

Scotland again about March. 
I have a number of Meetings myself in Yorkshire and 111 

various places in the South, and during October I hope to be 111 

Lancashire and Cheshire. 
Will our friends in these districts look out for us and do all 

in their power by prayer and effort to make these Meetings a 
success. We have other open dates which we shall be glad if 
friends will fill up for us in various places, if they will write to 
Headquarters. May we urge again that the time may be short. 

We are glad also to report this quarter the increase of 
interest in Canada and New Zealand, as well as many other 
places in the Homeland. 

I have just issued a new booklet for English-speaking 
children called) "Suffer the Children," and should any of our 
friends like copies for free distribution, will they be sO' kind as to 
let me know. 

Nile House, 
Tunbridge \Vells. 

JOHN L. OLIVER, 

Secretary. 

+ 
mp "IsH to JUgula, morocco and tunisia. 

By MR. A. T. UPSON. 

EAVING Lnndon on 6th May, 
my wife and I travelled as, far 
as Gibraltar tngether, then she 
went on to Cairo while I visited 

.\Larocco and Tunisia. Salle may 
be interested to know that this zig­
zag jnurney made it necessary to 
embark upon seven s,eparate stea­

mers between London and Port-Said, and 
to cross the Mediterranean five times in 
three weeks. 

It was no part of my plan to hold large 
conferences; I believe that I have been able 

to accomplish mOore in the long run by limitintg 
the objectives,; e.g., a report upon Morocco bO'th 
frOom the point of view of agencies" and also the 
need of special literature; secondly, to visit agen­
cies alreadv started, and to' arr'ange fO'r others, nr 
to make enquiries. about such; thirdly, to s:tir up 
more inter'est in the publications of the Nile Miss.ion 

PresoS, which were so little knowlll in the Barbary States, and, 
incidentally, whilst! there, to make enquiries about a young con-
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vert from Damascus whOi had been brought tOi Christ through our 
books .. 

I. ALGERIA.-Algeria has already been repnrted upon as 
having been visited on my way tn Enlgland. There only remains 
to say that the tWQI colport'eurs which were agreed upon have been 
at:lthOirised, but Mr. Theobald canDlot appoint both of them until 
he can find ~.uitable mem He has, however, appointed SalvadOir 
Munios tn the Oran district. His main objective just now is fnr 
an agency for N.M.P. at Constantine, which is the most' important 
town of Eastern Algeria. He haSi made an arrangement with 
Rev. Percv Smith, and he (T.) is being- loaned by A. M. B. to the 
American MethOidist Mis~ . .ion just fnr the month of August n.ext, 
to' give them a stimulus. on the evangelistic and the literature side. 
I t remains nf cours'e the " American Miss,ion Bookshop," but will 
act as agent fnr our books. 

Let me mention here what a lift-up the joumey has been. 
"As iron sharpe'l1leth iron," SOl the visiting missliOinary gets as 
much as he gives, and it is an inspiration to< watch the methods 
of others. 

One friend whom I met gave me ten pounds towards oUir 
new planl fOir a " traveller'," i.e., a higher class, kind of cOilporteur. 
Simultaneou:sly ten pounds. was given to my wife by a f.;eni1:'leman 
whom she had interested in the work (this paid fnr the Nile Valley 
ColpOirteurs.' COinference); then on arriving I find that Miss 
Mollislon has had another t'en pounds. from abroad, and this. gift 
will pay for' a . Palestine COilporteurs' Conference. Rather a 
singular coincidence, arid certainly an encouragement to' faith. 
Then a little band fQlrm'ing the Sunday service at Sfax, South 
Tunisia, cOillected 100 francs towards. the expenses of my visit to 
them. 

II. MORocco.-The statiollls visited were :-Casablanca, 
Marrakesh, Rabat (of which Sale is a suburb), and finally Tangier. 

Altogether I travelled 6.so miles. by auto-bus in the interior 
of Morocco. When it iSi mentiOined that the country onJy COintains 
the foUowinlg impolrtant towns-i.e.. Fez, Rabat, Casablanca, 
Tang-ier, Marrakesh and Meknes, it will be under'stood that I vis,ited 
the impo'rtant ones with th'e exception of Fez and Meknes" which I 
greatly regretted having to' miss. 

Some of the chief workers consulted wel"e: Mr. Fallaize, ex­
N.A.M.; Mrs. R.oberts" fo'r thirty years N.A.M.; Mr. Cummin, 
Secl"etary of the Bible Society; M r. Nairn of Marr'akesh, thirty­
eight years since he started the South Morocco Mission; I also 
saw Mis,s, Jennings! and Miss Banks, each of whOim had been 
thi.rty to fo·rry years in the country-in fact, nearly all the s:el1iio'l" 
workers in Moroccol. There were only three impO'rtant ones that 
I failed to get:; but amOI!1Ig" these was Mr. Swanson, of the Ameri­
can Gospel Union, wh'o happens to be the chief literary man in 
the Moghrehy dialect. 

Among the difficult:ieSi in the way of circulation of om publi­
cations are: three principal ones :-

(I) Illiteracy. Mr. Fallaize told me an amazing thing. Out­
side his station at Sale are Moorish tribes living in tents. They 
must number, SID a French official said, 75,000 MoO'rs, and the 
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French Oofficial tOold Fallaize that they do not know 0'£ one reader 
in the 75,000 ! 

(2) Another difficulty is the political zones of MOoroccOo. On 
the way from Rabat: too Tangier, iIll five hOour's. my passport was 
examined four times, as the SpaIllish zOone' has nothing tOi do with 
the French! zo'ne, and neither acknowledges Tangier, fOir that is 
an internatiOonal zone! A still mOire striking t:hing waS' told me­
that Dr. Liley (who was away in England for a month or two, 
so I missed him) when: he wrshes tOi go tOi the near-by tOWIll of 
Tetuan to vislit, a patient there, gO'ing in the mo.rning and coming 
back tOi Tangier in the evening, has to. pay for stamps fOor the 
pa9SPOIrt more than the fare fDr the journey, and alI for a s.ingle 
vis.it by daylight: ! 

(3) The thi'rd difficulty is that so many missionaries know 
very little Q1f OUlf' wO'rk, and N.M.P. publications have never been 
given a fair trial in MOirocco, with the sing-Ie enthusiastic excep~ 
tion 0'£ Mrs. RobertS! and Miss. Craggs around Rabat j also a pre­
war o'rgal1lised effort Q1n the part of Mr. Nairn: to give away hUfll­
dreds of khutbas every week (but since that time our publications 
have increased fmm r40 to 600). 

The Bland Line bOiat sailed from Gibraltar about mid-day on 
the roth Oof May, and by 5 o'clDck we were roIling in the sea Q1ut­
side Tangier. I was just considering the matter of going ashOire 
and was Q1n the PQlint! of stepping dQlwn tOi the lunch when a party 
of fQlur' people came up the ladder j these were Mr. and MrSi. 
Fallaize, and Mr. Elson with hiG, sister; the latter twO' are the 
children of Mr. ElsQln, who has a splendid Orphanage O'n the 
cliff abDut 500 feet above the sea and five kilometres, out of 
Tangier. It was most kind Q1f Mr. FaIlaize to come and meet me 
and arrange for' the following week-end when I hoped to visit 
Tangier. 

The boat went on again after about a couple of hOou.rs, and 
we had a roHing passage down the main coast. This. little ship, 
which used to belong to an English Company caIled Carron Line, 
has very nice fittings, but unfortunately my cabin was near to 
the machinery, and although the sea was comparatively smooth, 
the rolling was; very bad. 

However, next mo'rning, before 8 o'clock, we were inside the 
pOort of Casablanca, where I was met by Mr. Gabriel. The first 
thing was, breakfast, then family prayers, and when the Bible 
was. put. into my hand the remark was made, "This book came 
from the Nile Mi~.sion Press" Cairo, fOor I was with the British 
Forces in Egypt during the war" j and thus the link was fOirmed 
at the very O'utset. After a busy morning visiting the workers in 
Casablanca and seeing something Q1f the N.A.M. work, I booked 
fOor the main jOour'ney tOi Marrakesh city, which is 243 kilometres, 
s,ay r60 or r70 miles" but it OInly took 4t hours. by the splendid 
auto-bus" at about forty miles an hou.r. 

The vis,it to Mar'rakesh was very encouraging and inspi'ring, 
for Mr. N aim" though not a " diplQlme," treated last year nO' less 
than 40,000 cases, and OInly got through the work by continuing 
the whole burning summer. 

Marrakesh is the largest city of MoroccO', having a popuJa­
tiOin Q1f r 50,000, and standing in the centre of a large oasis. One 
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could not help wishing there were a car specially set apart to 
carry a colpolrteur and his books to other S.M.M. stations. 

After a busy mOirning with Mr. Campbell upon the details 
of the new agency I travelled back tOi CasablanlCa. On the way 
I handed ollie of our publications. to a Moor sitting behind in the 
auto-buS!; he read it quite easily, but as, the bus was full, and we 
were travelling at high speed, I could not get behind the nther 
passengers tD speak tD him. 

Rabat.-Mr. Robinson met me here, and I was, extremely 
interested to see his Book Depot right inside the walls and in a 
busy" suk "; he is quite willing to act as sub-agent for N.M.P. 
publications. 

N ext morning I left for the 300 kilometres journey to 
Tangier. It was most interesting to watch the passport formal­
ities on entering Spanish Mnrocco from French Morocco., and 
thence to the international zone. Miss Ward, N.A.M., Tangier, 
entertained me at flope House, and nn Sunday evening after 
supper she asked me to· give an infnrmal talk upon the history 
of Nile Mission Press as a stimulus to faith. Some friends came 
in, among them being Mrs. Isaacs, of the Post Office Christian 
Associ:ation. I spoke.fOlr the best part OIf an hour and then asked 
for questions and remarks. One lady said, "I have often had 
Moghreby tracts and Gospels refused, but I have had no difficulty 
whatever in giving away hundreds of the N.M.P tracts because 
the people say that these are real Arabic." That is a valuable 
testimony. 

Thence on Sunday afternoon it was a great pleasure to be 
present at the regular Sunday Meeting for the Muslim converts 
at Hope House. One was rather greatly surprised tOi see ten 
men at the meeting, all of them converts, not all of them yet 
baptised. Mr. Fallaize was cQnducting the meeting in the 
absence of Dr. Liley. 

But perhaps the most outstanding impression of Morocco 
was the visit to a native market 67 kms. away from Casablanca. 
Mr. Gabriel, of N.A.M., drOlve me out in his mission van, and 
when we got there I wondered \vhy he was forcing the car so far 
into the market, as the huge stones in the soil were a danger to 
the tyres. At last the car stopped right in the middle of the people, 
and before I knew what was happening the back of the car was 
let down and Gabriel was standing on it, holding an open-air 
meeting, and preaching for all he was worth. Then, after his 
preaching, he got down and sold gospels. This greatly impressed 
me as a very valuable form of effort, but, on the other hand, he 
sorely needs a second man (e.g., a colporteur) to help him, as 
one could be selling the gospels while the other was preaching. 

III. TUNIS.-To get from Tangier to Tunis one had to stay a 
night at Gibraltar, and another at Marseilles, and then book by 
a small "Transatlantique" boat-packed with soldiers-which 
reached Bizerte about 6 on the Sunday morning; and then by rail­
road. After Tunis I sailed by Italian steamer for Palermo, and 
thence to Naples. The chief workers consulted in Tunisia were 
Mr. A. V. Liley (42 years), Mrs. Webb (29 years), and Mr. Evan 
Short (28 years), all these being of the N.A.M.; then the Rev. H. 
Burrough (L.J.S.), Rev. S. L. Kiser (American Methodist), and 
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not by any means least, Mr. Robinson, colporteur of the 
B.F.E.S., who has put in 16 years strenuous work in actual dis­
tribution. Of course there were many other junior workers, but 
I have mentioned the principal ones. The visit to the excellent 
schools of the London Jews Society and to their" really evangel­
ical " church was quite encouraging. 

There are not many mission stations in Tunisia, for it is a 
small country, the population being only two millions, with only 
four large towns, of which Tunis itself overtops all the others, 
for Tunis has 250,000 inhabitants, mor3t1y Arabic-speaking 
Moslems, whereas the next one, Sfax, has 80,000, and the others 
much less. I greatly regret having had to miss the holy city 
of Kairuan, but there was not time to do more, and to make my 
connection for Cairo. 

One of the most interesting incidents at Tunis was the 
warm reception given me by the American Methodists. I gave 
an address upon the History of Nile Mission Press in Arabic at 
the Sunday afternoon meeting, and the hearers professed to 
understand every word, although, of course, the pronunciation 
must have sounded rather strange to them. It is perhaps worthy 
of note that the hymns that Mr. Kiser was using were such old 
friends as " Tell me the old, old Story of Jesus and His love." 
The texts on the walls-which were also purely evangelistic­
were noteworthy as being written in clear characters, exactly 
similar to the kind of thing used here in Egypt. But both the 
Methodist Mission and the North Africa Mission suffer shortage 
of men, and Mr. A. V. Lilev-the Tunis veteran-has had 
serious heart attacks the past ~inter. 

With regard to the periodical literature in Arabic, I could 
only discover four papers in Tunis; at least two of these were not 
worth looking at, the most important one being "AI-N ahda." 
This was wel1-printed in type exactly similar to that used here in 
Egypt, and the general style of composition was decidedly good, 
in fact it proved my point that, if people could read at al1, they 
could read our books; but the converts to whom I spoke had never 
seen them! 

On the other hand, justice compels me to remark here that 
one missionary drew attention to the fact that a fairly wel1-
educated man read our new tract on the " Greatest Personality," 
and after reading it through understood very little indeed. The 
fact cannot be questioned, but the point at issue is, what is the 
correct inference to draw from that fact. I pointed out to the 
missionary what is the real difficulty-not our type and not the 
language, but the subject matter of the tract; that reader 
entirely failed to grasp what we meant by "personality," and 
therefore could make nothing of the tract. The moral is to take 
simple subjects as well as to use simple language. 

One of the impressions left on my mind is that of huge 
advertisements al1 over the wal1s of Tunis and Sfax, advertising 
the visit of Yusef Wahby Bey, of Cairo. Granted that that very 
capable Egyptian actor sometimes uses French on the stage, and 
sometimes other languages, yet, after all is said and done, the 
fact of his visit to Tunisia demonstrated the possibility of Egypt, 
Tunis and Algeria being linked up for commercial purposes; 
then why not for the Gospel also? 
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On our way back from the ruins of Carthage we drove into 
Belvedere Park, and the first thing I noticed was a little company 
of two or three educated Tunisians; the paper in which they were 
reading the day's news was naturally in French, the language jn 
which they were conversing may have been also French, but the 
book lying by the side-some kind of a novel, of fairly good 
class-was not only in Arabic but had been published in Cairo. 
The moral of it is that when they need good-sized Arabic books 
they get them from Cairo. Then why not Gospel books from 
Cairo? 

Now as regards the agency at Tunis. Mr. Short has already 
made a neat little bookcase, and has a complete set of our publica­
tions, and the N.A.M. Book Depot in Bab-el-Djedid (started by 
Mr. Liley) is now our agent for the city of Tunis. The depOt is 
in a capital position, for it is on the main street, and can be 
reached by tram, and yet is quite near to the Tunis cafes, which 
are thronged by na~ive Arabic-speaking Moslems. 

The one problem about Tunis, however, is how to get the 
men into the depot, or, failing that, how to get about amongst 
the people and get the books to them. As I pointed out to the 
workers, the one great thing is distribution, and we shall not 
have got on with distribution until we get outside the depots and 
take the books right to the people. 

As regards Sfax, I was very interested in my visits there, 
partly because Mrs. Webb was a fellow-student of Arabic nearly 
30 years ago. She has a kiosk on the public square, opposite to 
the main Post OOlce, and altogether it is a very neat, suitable 
little place. I suggested to her, however, that she might have 
a few less French publications in the window, and a few more 
Arabic ones, the latter to have attractive illustrations to draw the 
people. 

But in addition to this, Mr. Miles took me inside the walls 
of the ancient city to see his room, which he was recently 
successful in obtaining. To understand the great difficulty one 
needs to know what at first sounds hardly credible-that some 
sites inside the walls are not available to any inhabitant of the 
whole of Tunisia, other than those actually born in Sfax itself; 
how then can a mere foreigner ever hope to get inside the 
" ramparts," as the French postcards call it? However, the 
attempt was made, and succeeded. 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS.-I. The kind of leaflet needed for 
North Africa. I propose a special series, of which I have written 
the first one and sent it to Miss Trotter for criticism. There 
have been special questions to weigh-(a) style of language, (b) 
ideas that the people can follow, (c) the kind of script to use in 
the printing. This. one, of which we hope to do a large edition, 
will be useful as an experiment to see how the people are able to 
follow it. Then there is Mr. Theobald's interesting story for 
boys, which has just been passed and will be issued firstly in 
Arabic, then in English. ~'hy not in French also? It" touches 
life,)) as modern people say, for it tells the way of deliverance by 
Christ (and by Him alone) from the deadly bondage of hashish 
smoking. We are also sending our new French edition of " Life 
of Joseph)) to Algeria and Morocco. 
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2. At Marrakesh an agency has, been agreed upon at S.M.M. 
station, and the honorary agents for us will be Rev. P. Campbell 
(Mr. Naim'Si younger colleague). For the present he will carry 
on in his own house. But a fine site has been obtained at the very 
corner of the great sqUiare where thousands of people are often 
gathered to listen to story-tellers; after the formalities, are com­
pleted there will be the demolition of the existing place, then the 
erection of new buildings; that will briI11g us to early in I928, and 
then Mr. Campbell and his wife take their furlough, but by the 
end of that year it is, hoped that the S.M.M. will have their preach­
ing hall on that site, with a suitable book depOt by the side of it. 
They have requested that by the Spring of I929 I might visit 
them again and offer suggestions. But the S.M.M. will also need 
a colportage car to carry the colporteur and his books to S.M.M. 
stations. For it s.hould be realised that a Book Depot is a Centre, 
but not a well-patronis,ed " Shop" as the word is used at home. 

At Rabat, Mr. L. Robinsonl (N.A.M.) has a suitable bookshop 
in the native qUiarter; he also is willing to' act as, our sub-agent; 
at present, however, he is fighting a boycott, and meeting opposi­
tion. Both Casablanca and Rabat need systematic co,lport'age. 

This is our agency for Tunisia, and the N.A.M. bookshop 
in Bab Djedid is. very sUlitable for the purpose; always provided 
that ways be found to get outside amongst the people. 

(3) Some day we hope to be able to appo,int colporteurs for 
Morocco whose special work would be to visit the markets,; but 
perhaps l1JOt this year, as there are various decis,ions to be taken 
concerning the nature and supply of the books to be carried, also 
the script, and many other things. Let us look forward to that 
a little later, and by that time some special funds, may have been 
raised for the purpose, and we may have more workers, here in 
Cairo to look after the necessary correspondence and the packing of 
the books. And the " colportage car" and the European super­
visor of colporteurs for Mor"Occo may also be forthcoming. 

(4) I am very strongly persuaded that in some parts, of 
Morocco an:d Tunisl we shall not be able to cover the ground except 
by free distribution. Some workers canl pay for the books, but 
do not know them. Several worker'S, cannot afford to pay, and 
in their case I propose an extension of free grants, for' which some 
money has already been given. 

Let us sow, then re-sow, and sow yet more thickly. 
A. T. U. 

P.S.-The journey from Naples, to Port-Said on: one of the 
smaller Japanes.e boats, was very inspiring, for we had an early 
prayer-meeting from 7-30 to' 8; one Jap (an independent missionary 
to the deaf in Japan) read a portion, then a second (A.S. Army 
Officer) offered prayer, then another and another, inclUiding O'ne 
O'f the first-clasS! stewards,; finally I prayed in English, Clnd we 
closed with the Lo.rd's Prayer, said s,imultaneously in Japanese 
and English. Hallelujah! 

And now one is hUr'rying to get off to Syria to. discuss, our 
new co'-operative book depot scheme. After that Palestine. And 
already other plans are beginning to receive attentiolli. Don't 
" let us down," please! 
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Cb~ €artbquak~ In PaltsUnt 

AND OUR WORK THERE. 

r07 

UR friends have no doubt been bearing up the poor 
Co;porteurs during this time of stress. Before the 
Earthquake took place, Palestine was said to be 
suffering from poor trade, heavy. taxation and high 
cost of living. But since the terrible happenings, 
rents have shot up much higher still, for so many 

old buildings have been condemned. 
On feeling the shock in Cairo, and reading the earliest 

telegrams, Mr. Upson at once tried to get into touch with the 
workers. Our friends the Shelleys, had marvellous escapes, and 
praise God for spared lives, but they have lost their home, for the 
building was seriously damaged. 

All the colportieurs are safe, but very scared, and work has 
been harder since, for local people say (in Arabic), "It's the 
preaching of the mis'sionaries that has made God angry and 
brought all this upon us." As in the days of old, it is always~ 
"The Christians to the lions, for these calamities on our 
country! " 

The Nazareth colporteur and his donkey (" Galilee") are 
unharmed, as the shock was felt less on the north of the plain of 
Megiddo. N ablus colporteur safe, but afraid to return to sleep 
in his little cottage, so is still in the fields. The Jerusalem shop­
keeper safe and full of praise to God. The young apprentice­
colporteur (an Egyptian, by the way) has just married. The 
Transjordan colporteur and wife are safe, but afraid to sleep in 
the house, as Amman suffered badly. 

Mr. Upson, at the moment of writing (12/8/27), had just 
reached Nazareth on his way south from Beyrut. He was then 
going to Jerusalem for the First Colporteurs' Conference in 
Palestine. The American Church (Christian and Missionary 
Alliance), being available, had been kindly lent for the meet­
ings, of which about ten would be held between 16th-r8th 
August. Other Christian workers were being invited to join for 
the meetings only. It was hoped our friend Mr. Lang would be 
one of the speakers. 

Expenses. Other societies are appealing for funds to repair 
damage, but as we o"wn no property in Palestine, the only special 
needs of the colporteurs could probably be covered by £20----£30. 
But the conference is costing perhaps £15, as the only available 
accommodation is at a small hotel, where speakers, director, 
clerk and colporteurs all eat and sleep together. Perhaps some-

. one who has special cause to praise God for spared lives of dear 
ones in Palestine would like to meet these special expenses. 

Just fancy! Mr. Upson wrote to say that the Nazareth col­
porteur was so delighted to go to Jerusalem, for although he had 
spent 40-50 years of his life in what he calls "Christ's own 
City," yet he had never once gone to Jerusalem! Imagine the 
uplift to discouraged, tired, and really frightened native workers. 
" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem." 
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;ourlttntb ]lnnual R¢pon Of tbt DHt Valltp 

salvation. 

Colportagt Commitl~t 
To 31st December, 1926. 

HE distributio.n into. the hands, of the people 
o.f the works printed and published by the 
Nile Mission Press is one O'f the mO'st impor­
tant of its activities. 

It is not enough to write, translate, print 
and pr'epare the books, po,rtions, and leaflets 

which it is believed have been indicated to us' by the 
direction of GOld as bearing His mess'age in such a 
manner as to appeal to souls in ignorance of Him and 
in complete darkilless as to His. love, and His means of 

The ultimate object of all the work is: to. bring them to. bear 
on these souls personally and directly, iill other wO'rds, to. get them 
tf) read them. 

There are many ways O'f doing this, and we are thankful for 
all the assistance we receive from all agencies for this purpose. 
One of the principal Q1f these is the Missionaries of variOous socie­
ties. It is the ambition Oof the N.M.P. to. furnish mislsiDnmies in 
all Arabic-speaking countries. with the Gospel tracts and books 
that they need in their wDrk, besides, the WDrd of God itself. We 
are always, seeking not only to supply this need with purely GDspel 
books" but we are also, grateful to receive frOom them suggestions 
as to' new publications, and to print for them their own produc­
tions. 

Then there are book-shops and agencies which fDrm a very 
valuable means of distributiDn. These we are seeking to. extend 
in all directions. Also the Evangelical Churches, their schools 
and hDspitalS! and other institutiDns, and their evangelists and 
other local workers. 

But there are vast numberSi of people in Egypt and Palestine, 
especially in the cDuntry villages, fairs and markets, and their 
frequent feo:,tivals and other Dccasions, for cDllecting in crowds, 
who must be visited on the SpDt, if they are to. be reached at all. 
As other pedlars sell their wares amDng the people, sO' the Col­
porteurs, go. amDng them and place the most valuable of all goods 
in their hands-if they can be induced to see their value! 

This, work is not easy. There is, not only a vast amount of 
illiteracy, sO' that very few of the hundreds can read, and cOon­
siequently have no use for literature of any kind. There is also 
religious opposition on the part of mo,st of the minorities that can 
read. Of these, there is frequently as. much opposition from the 
Coptic Christians, as there is from the Mohammedans. A colpor­
teur has, therefDre, to be not Oonly a keen trader among Oother 
traderS', but he has also to have much grace and spiritual insight, 
as well as great patience, tact and perseverance, to. get his, books 
looked at, at all! He has to have the pleasant word that turns 
away wrath and fanaticism, and to know very intimately the 
manners and the thoughts of the people, their sore pDints and their 
weak ones" and how best to indUice them to. buy that: which in the 
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vast majority of cases they cQonsider not only tOo be unnecessary 
and unintereslting, but positively harmful. 

Then, of c'Qours.e, he has: tOo be thQoroughly acquainted with the 
contents of his books, 51() as to know at Qonce what kind to offer 
to each person. This demands a certain, amount of education. 
Yet the income he derives is necessarily small, the accommodation 
he has to put up with in his peregrinations very poor, and the 
means of transport generally very fatiguing, and the life one of 
hardship and much self-denial. SQo that it is not a career that 
offers: attraction to a man of much educatiofll. Under these! circum­
stances it will be understood that the choice of men willing to 
undertake the work, and suitable for it, is not large. 

We cannot be tooQ thankful that, on the whole, the men who 
accomplish the distribution Qof N.M.P. literature tOo the masses in 
Egypt, are really devoted to the work, and have a sincere desire 
to carry it out in the spirit of the Gospel, and as, a ~ervice to· the 
Divine Master. Weare also glad tOo hear that occasionally they 
are given opportunities fo'r preaching or testifying in local Evan­
gelical Churches, and sometimes for gathering enquirers and 
believers, in the room of some person willing to' receive them. 
This phase of their wO'rk also calls for our prayers and fellowship 
in the GO'spel. 

Again we have to render thanks to the Missionaries and 
Pasto'rs who have helped us so kindly in supervising the work of 
the Co,lporteurs, viz., the Rev. J. PoUock at LUixor and Ass,llan; 
the Nile Evangelistic Campaign Boat in the Girga pmvince; Rev. 
Dr. Neil McClanahan at Assiut; Rev. \V. Reid at Minia; Rev. J. 
Quay at Beni-Suef; Rev. D. GallO'way in the Fayum; Mr. C. Bell 
at Tanta; Rev. R. Walker at Benha; the Rev. H. A. McGeoch 
at Zagazig; and the Rev. M. S. Roy at Alexandria. 

COLPORTAGE STAFF.-During the year under review the Col­
porteurs remained as before, with the exception Qof Yassa, who 
\vas mo,ved do,wn to Alexandria, and in October, Bu~os Malati was 
sent to the Sudan, where a new and most effectual door was 
opened to our work. 

We have also to recQord with deep thankfulness, that arrange­
ments were come to with the British and Foreign Bible Society 
and the American Bible Society, by which our Co1pcxteurs also 
carry the Holy Scriptures, in Arabic for sale to those whom they 
meet who cannot cOlweniently obtain copies. from the Bible 
Societies' Agents, O'n condition that the prices are the same. 

1924 1925 1926 
N,w.. )jistrict Number Value Numbe,. Vallie Numbtr Value 

Bulos Malati Luxor, Assuan, L.E. L.E. L.E. 
Sudan 3 mths. 5327 92 7564 95 8045 109 

Yaqnb Abd·el-Masih Assint 3341 66 2822 64 2920 58 
Yusnf Simaan Fayum 2421 41 2964 43 5006 44 
Clandius Gabriel - Zagazig, &c. 2501 48 3215 48 3272 45 
Mattyas Girgis Beni Snef, &c. - 2048 40 2491 49 2096 42 
Garas I,nza - Minia 1460 42 2563 43 2768 38 
Samaan Abd-el-Nnr Garbia (Tanta). 3150 46 3646 41 3310 36 
Matta Theofilns - Girga 1420 39 2075 40 2448 38 
Ibrahim Abd-el·Mesih, Mennfia (Benha) 2699 34 2337 33 2047 32 
Yassa Ishaq - Alex. (8 mths.) 1744 27 
Missionary College Students - 116 13 
Amin Girgi's, now books hop-keeper at 

Cairo 5442 63 2976 30 

Total ... 29809 511 33547 486 33775 485 
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The withdrawal of Amin Girgisl, one of the m06t successful 
of our Coiportems., in order to take charge of our Bookshop in 
Cairo, had, of course, a great effect upon the sales. ThiS! was 
partly made up by the engagement of Yassa Ishaq in his, place, 
who is. now doing well in Alexandria. The drop in sales, O'f other 
Co,lporteurs was, also counterbalanced by the splendid work O'f O'ur 
leading Agent, Bulos Malati, in the Sudan for the last three 
months of the year. 

Numbers and values, however, dO' not give an altogether 
satisfactory criterion of activity. The districts va(y so mUlCh in 
the wealth and in the literacy of the EgyptialliS that in some it is 
a great triumph to have sold a couple O'f thousand, while in others 
three or even four thousand books sold would not represent by 
any means the same amount of zeal and push. 

A very effective method of distributiO'n is· to attend at railway 
junctions and to press literature upon the travellers and their 
friends. By this means our works find their way into many, some 
distant, parts of the country. But in districts where there is not 
this resource, and the Colporteur is obliged to go to country and 
village fairs on foot, or by donkey, with his pack, it is evident 
that he cannot compete with his better-placed colleague. On the 
whole the returns show that progress is being made. 

But it became manifest that new arrangements had become 
necessary. These were introduced at the end of the year 1926, 
and were accepted by all but two, whose services. were dispensed 
with. One of these, Matta Theofilus, is now employed as a Col­
po·rteur by the Church Missionary Society, the other, Simaan 
Abd el Nur, iSI now in business on his own account ill' his. native 
village. Thus we have now nine ordinary Colporteurs, at work 
in the Nile Valley, counting a new young man taken on trial. 

In the new year, too, we have taken a step in advance which 
we hope will open a new and valuable sphere of service. 

This is the engagement of a native evangelist, Dhaif Gaid, 
as the first member of a new band of " Travellers," and Agents, 
to carry samples of Gospel books" and vis,it Churches" seminarieS!, 
colleges, &c., &c., and where posslible to preach the Gospel. Our 
friend Dhaif Gaid was. formerly for' some years one of our best 
Colporteurs·. But he found that the carrying of heavy loads. of 
books, and the tramping with them for many miles, was, beyond 
his strength. He then became an Evangelist for a time with the 
American Miss,ion. Latterly, after a spell of secular wo,rk, he 
applied to the N.M.P. to' gi,ve him direct Gospel labour, with the 
above-mentiO'ned result. 

He is now actively engaged in very encouraging work, and 
finds opportunities to preach most evenings of the week. We 
commend this. special effort to the prayers of the Lord's. peO'ple, 
that it may be made poss,ible to' gather a band of such Evangelist­
Travellersl • 

We give below a few extracts, which may be taken as gener-
ally characteristic. . 

Claudill<5 says: "There are some Copt-Orthodo'x people, as 
G.A.M. of Zagazig, who knew nothing of religion befolre my 
arrival and living at Zagazig. I mixed with him, and began to 
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speak to' him about Christ and salvation till he became converted, 
and a regular attendant at the Evangelical Church. 

This year he ceased his cUistom of attending the Evangelical 
Church and founded a Coptic Orthodox Society. He succeeded 
in this, the society having now mOore than sixty members> who 
attend diligently its evening meetings. His conversiO'n is due 
to me and the Evangelical Church." 

Ganas says: " I gave a MO'hammedan, at Fikriya, a copy of 
, Sweet First Fruits,' and received the price for it from a Chris­
tian. NO't 100ng afterwards I heard that the Mohammedan asked 
for a cO'py of the Holy Bible, and that the same Christian bO'ught 
Oone and presented him with it." 

Ibrahim Abd el-Masih slays: "Thank God for His wO'rk in 
His vineyards> at Ql1esna and Benha, as two gentlemen have been 
recei.ved into the Church in the former, and at the latter a Moslem, 
called T--, desires to be baptised as soon as possible. 

May He also be praised, as He has made my enemies. (who 
used to persecute me) nOow befriend me." 

Nessim, a new Co>lporteur, said on the day of the Colpor­
teurs' CO'nference: "Once I shO'wed a Mohammedan a copy of 
, Christ in Is>lam.' He refused to buy it, saying that the Bible 
was abrogated. I convinced him somewhat, and shO'wed him a 
copy of Rev. Gabra's book, called' Badia EI-Hisab' (The Hep­
tadic Structure of Scripture.). After some argument he bought 
the two books. As he was sitting at one of the Clot Bey St. drink 
shops, I pointed out to him the evil consequences of liquor, and 
presented him with one O'f oUir temperance tracts, called 'Cam­
paign against Drink.' I pass by him occasionally nowadays. and 
show him our books. He has promised 1'0' buy from me a cO'py of 
, The Balance O'f Truth,' but O'nly when he can affO'rd it! 

I have not s,een. him s.ince then. However, I shall write the 
result in the MO'nthly RepO'rt." 

The district O'f Yusuf Sima'an includes the Fayum, a great 
Oas:is to' the west of the Nile, well watered and highly productive. 
It is reached by a line of railway which branches fr'Om the main 
line to Upper Egypt at Wasta. At this junction the CoIporteur 
has good opportunities to spread his, books intO' all parts. He 
says:-

" While I was selling my books. at the station I met a young 
man whom I recO'gnized as· a Christian, by the mark of the OroSIS 

upon his hand. I o.ffered him the tract on the Testimony of Christ 
to Himself. 'I dOo not want anything,' said he, 'but Saad Pasha 
Zaghlul!' 'Did Saad Pasha die for yOou?' I asked him, 'like 
Christ did?' He was impressed with this, remark, and took the 
tract, and also another one, and promised to' live to Him Who 
died fO'r him and rOose again. I also, addressed three men who 
were selling fruit and prayed with them. I was also the means 
of making peace in a family who were at variance and quarreling. 
I read to them the Word of God, and prayed with them." 

On anJOithe:r occas.ion he report.ed: "I met a Catholic priest 
and o>ffered him books. He said, 'What are these books?' 
'Religious books,' I said. 'It is our business to teach you 
religion,' he said, 'it is nOot for you to teach us.' 'Certainly, • 
I sflid, 'but do you nlOt teach UlS from books?' 'To be sure! ' 
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he replied. 'Then these are the books to teach from,' said 1. 
So he bought from me ' Burder's SermolJ!s,.' Afterwards I met 
another priest, a Coptic one this time, and very fanatical for his 
Church. He said, ' What we want is to tear up the books of the 
Protestants. We can get all the books we want from the Patri­
arch ate. , After a long discussion he took from me the book called 
, Stollen T eweis.' " 

Another day he met with a Mohammedan Pasha, the repre­
sentative of a great political party, who asked him what his books 
were. 

" I said to him, 'They are books that show how a man may 
become free, and get away from Satan.' After he had examined 
some of mv books, he bovght from me ' The Faithful Joseph.' " 

This COllporteur reports that he has been allowed to preach 
several times in the Evangelical Church at \Vasta, and has also 
been able to hold meetings in private families. He asks for our 
prayers. 

The" Faithful Four" still continue their street distribution 
on Thursday evenings. One of them, Gohar Eff. Thomas, Evan­
gelist of the American Mission, ,.ays: 

" Once, in passing, we offered one of the Nile Mis,sion Press 
Purity Tracts, called' Impmity Fo'rbidden by the Three Religions,' 
to one of the fallen girls. After we had walked a little we heard 
one of the pass:ers,-by say to his companion, ' Look, those people 
in front of us gave this girl a paper that made her weep! ' 
Ibrahim Eff. BUitros heard, and looked round, and saw her weep­
ing. Then we returned and spoke with her. Hearing that she 
had studied at one of the Jesuit Schools at Alexandria, we gave 
her another N.M.P. Purity Tract, called' Physical Con~"equences,.' 

We met her a second time, and gave her a copy of St. John's 
Gospel, and on a third instance a copy of Mark's. And thus each 
time we meet her we speak with her, and give her a purity tract. 

We do not know how far the ,.eed may have sunk into the 
~oil, but we believe that God will fulfil His work in her heart to 
save her." 

Sheikh Iskande'Y J another of the Faithful Four, says: "I 
learnt to-day that clerical students in the Copts' Orthodolx Semi­
nary study, in their fifth and sixth year>'., 'The Truth of Christi­
anity' and' The Lord of Glory' (two of N.M.P. books). Every 
student buys these two books from our Colporteurs .. " 

+ 
Cttuatur~ R~"orr-Jllgtus Brancb I).m.p. 

SOLD. 

N.M.P. 
A.M.B. 
A.M.B. 
A.M.B. 
A.M.B. 

Books and 
Tracts and 

Do. 
Gospels and 

Do. 

Booklets 
Booklets (Arabic) 

do. (French) 
Bibles (Arabic) 
do. (French) 

1,40 9 
408 
170 

TI8 
181 
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GIVEN. 
N.M.P. Scripture Portions 
--- " Prepare Meet God" 
--- From Zanzibar 
A.M.B. French Tracts 

SOLD. 
A.M.B. Wall Sheets 

GIVEN. 
A.M.B. Text Cards 

Total distributed, 3,007. 

DISTRIBUTED BY POST AND FRIENDS, as far as :--­
America. 
England. 
France (Paris). 
Tunisia (various). 

25 
474 

50 
47 

596 

84 

41 

Morocco-Tangier, Casablanca, Rabat, Poste Taourda. 
Algeria-Constantine, Tebessa. 

+ 
" CogUbu." 

No. V. 

EDITED BY 1. LILIAS TROTTER. 

Blida calling. 

113 

ILL you come with us up the steep garden path at the 
back of Dar el Ain (Elida Mission House), and 
through the little gate on to the road that climbs 
and winds up into the heart of the mountains! 
N ow shall we turn and together lift up our eyes 
and look, and may God open the eyes of our hearts 

that they may see. 
At our feet lies a plain, stretching- away to the foothills that 

hide the Mediterranean from us. Do you notice those little white 
dots? They are the villages. In many of these and in others 
hidden away behind prickly pear hedges are openings for us to 
take the message of the Good News: east and west the long 
roads beckon. But a voice behind us makes us turn, and there, 
bare-footed and sturdy, a bundle of wool on her head, stands an 
Arab woman, who after many greetings, says: "Why don't you 
come again to the mountains to see us ! " 

Look up at the lovely ranges of peaks, cleft by deep valleys, 
and sheltering villages by the score on their furrowed slopes. 
Can you imagine the pure joy that it is, on a spring morning, to 
climb the steep paths, and turning a bend and finding a group of 
brown huts, to go in and sit down beside the women, and to tell 
them as simply as possible about Jesus and His love? Ignorant 
though they be, and sometimes amused or puzzled, almost always 
there is one or more in a group whose eyes look so wistfully and 
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earnestly at us, that we long to stay and teach them. At times 
there is one who remembers "that story you told us when you 
came before" (perhaps two years ago, or three). "Why do you 
wait so long?" Sometimes there is a man who can read, and a 
Gospel or tract stays behind in that mountain gourbi, the Word 
of God ., powerfuL" 

Thoughts linger in the mountains, but insistent voices are 
calling. Our eyes turn to the groups of children who are wend­
ing their way to the little native-built mission house, just below 
the road. They come in ever-growing numbers, girls and boys 
and tinies, with their mothers too, at times, and the days are full 
with the joyful work of teaching them several times a week, visit­
ing them in their homes, tending them when they are sick, and 
in picking up a few of the many threads involved in teaching 
some hundred families. The children are learning God's 
Word, to sing of Jesus and to love His Name, and often go home 
and tell what they have learned. 

Look down at the town of Blida, lying where mountain and 
plain meet, with its white flat-roofed houses, stretching away to 
the orange groves. Picture the men in their hundreds crowding 
the streets and markets and sitting in the cafes, men of the town 
and men from villages around, but with never a man to speak to 
them of the Son of God, the Saviour. And the men of the future, 
the lively crowd of boys, who come once a week for a Bible lesson 
and painting, how sorely they need an elder brother alongside to 
lead them, impressionable and surrounded by temptations as 
they are, to Christ our Lord. 

Shut away in those Blida houses are the mothers and aunts 
and big sisters of the girls and boys who come. In that crowded 
quarter is a girl who came to us as a child, and was so eager and 
responsive. Since thirteen years of age she has had a storm­
tossed married life, and is at home again just now, one of scores 
in like case. "I do love the Lord Jesus, and I want to walk in 
His way and to learn," she says. Unlike most girls, she can 
read a little, but she is a soul that needs teaching and leading on. 
" Do come and see us and tell us about the Lord Jesus," say a 
household of women who love to hear, and whose hearts are open 
to teaching. But not one of them can read, and how much can 
they and many like them learn in an occasional short visit? 

Do you wonder that the straight roads of the plain and the 
steep mountain paths call to us so often in vain, when close beside 
us countless doors are open, and children are coming in greater 
numbers than we can teach as we would like to do; for we are 
only two-and one of us is Treasurer of the A.M.B. Opportu­
nities are great. "Pray ye therefore." Open doors, though a 
cause for Draise (for they were fast closed some vears ago), do 
not imply hearts truly opened to Christ. The hold of Islam on 
these people is strong, and they are in bondage to fears. Please 
pray therefore for the convicting, convincing work of the Holy 
Spirit, especially in the hearts of those in whom He has begun 
His work. Pray, too, for us, that we may be guided to the souls 
of God's choice, and ourselves be filled with His power. And ask, 
together with us, that God will send reinforcements to Blida, so 
that many more of the open doors in town and village, mountain 
and plain, may be entered in the Name of the Lord. 
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" Jill odour of a swut smdl, a sacrific~ " . . . . 
-Phil. iv. 18. 

I
,,., T is thus the Word describes the gifts of the Lord's people. 

~ 'I.. Their liberality is something that rises to the throne of 
~ God as sweet incense, something that touches His heart 
~ as a loving sacrifice. What joy it gave to the Lord Jesus, 

the breaking of that alabaster box and the pouring out of that 
precious ointment, the fragrance of which filled the house then 
and fills the world to-day; and what a sacrifice well pleasing unto 
Him was the gift of that poor widow's two mites, "all that she 
had, even all her living." And is He not as interested in our 
giving? Is it not possible for us too so to give that our gifts 
may be to Him " an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleasing to God." It is here that our giving is lifted on to 
a higher plane; it becomes something more than the generous and 
kind-hearted support of God's work at home or in the mission 
field, it becomes an intimate personal transaction with God 
Himself in which His guidance is sought and His approval. 
Does it mean the crushing of the flower that the sweet fragrance 
may be given out? "An odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice .. " 
It must have meant something of that to the Phillipians; but what 
follows, they had only plunged into the stream of God's provision, 
and His word to them and to every soul in like circumstances is, 
" But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus." 

+ 
11 Ulork Of Ib~ Spiril ill I). India. 

,

N the N. Punjab and Afghan Frontier areas of India 
ninety per cent. of the population are Moslems. A 
number of converts were won in old days, but during the 
last fifty years the building of an indigenous Church has 
been practically at a standstill. N or has the existing 
Church itself manifested the missionary spirit. 

But within the last few months light has been given in 
answer to years of prayer. The secret has been stated as 
follows :-" The great problem of Islamic evangelisation is the 
preparation of a Church to take care of the harvest, and no 
Church will ever be prepared to take care of the harvest until it 
takes part in winning that harvest. 

How has it proved possible to get the Indian Church to feel 
this burden? The first steps were taken, some eight years ago, 
by the United Presbyterian Mission in conference with the local 
Indian presbytery. It was decided to hand over all bazaar 
preaching to the Indian Christians, the work to culminate in an 
annual week's campaign. Every Christian was to bind himself 
to sell that week at least ten Gospels, and to .... do what more he 
could, backed up by prayer. A policy to cover the whole out­
reach of the campaign was adopted, and has now been tried with 
~emarkable and increasing effects each year. 

These results include the following :-The Indian Church, at 
work in this way, has proved to be far more effective than the 
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missionary In winning converts and enquirers. Equally has the 
Church itself been awakened and overjoyed. Responsible 
members of it are given charge of all enquirers-the result of the 
campaign-and prove better able to test their genuineness than 
the foreigner. 

The rank and file who have actually been doing the work of 
selling Gospels are the sweeper (outcaste) Christians-an element 
perhaps without its counterpart in other Moslem fields. They 
were regarded at first as most unpromising agents-far from 
perfect representatives of Christianity; yet even a man who is 
ignorant and not too upright may be used to sell Gospels. God 
has once again chosen to make use of "the things which are 
despised. " 

A year ago all the Missions in the N. Punjab and on the 
Frontier met to plan a general campaign of this kind. The 
actual effort was made at the beginning of March this year. 
Thousands of books have been sold in the streets, at a great 
country fair, at railways stations, in reading rooms, inside a 
temple even! Men were assigned to preaching parties, and 
women visited in the houses. Controversy has been carefully 
avoided, and the selling of books concentrated on. Behind all 
has been the spirit of prayer, and a sense of God at work in the 
power of the Spirit. 

Is not this report, coming from one of the very hardest and 
least responsive of all Moslem fields, a call and a challenge to 
Egypt? In Bannu, where city preaching had not been attempted 
for years, within the week one in every ten of the population had 
bought a Gospel. One young boy sold 273 copies! Older 
Christians took duty voluntarily in the reading room for conver­
sation with callers and enquirers, and would not have it closed 
at the end of the \~eek. These are methods of work as simple, 
as primitive, as apostolic as could be desired, and surely capable 
of reproduction, if \ve have the courag-e, faith and prayerfulness 
requisite. \;\Tho follows in their train? 

R. W. 

+ 
11 Call (0 pra~tr. 

SIR, 
The days we are living in are soleml1l in the extreme~we 

might say beyond comparison. The decisions of this coming 
Autumn, to be made by our members of Parliament, are so grave 
and are to have such far-reaching effects, that, as Chairman of 
the Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and Faith, I have 
been asked to write and invite all who have the matter at heart, 
and they can be numbered in their tens of thousands, to join 
with us at the Throne of Grace in seeking most earnestly and 
continuously that Divine Wisdom and Guidance may be given to 
each and all. Daniel and his three friends met together, simply, 
earnestly, and unitedly, at a time of crisis, and prayer brought 
about great results. They were definite, whole-hearted, and 
united; and if prayer could then bring about so much, surely we 
may now expect great things from our God, if we approach Him 
in the same spirit. 
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We have the words ringing in our ears :-" Ask, and ye 
shall receive"; "If two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My 
Father which is in Heaven." 

It has been suggested that it might be helpful if all would 
make a rule to pray about this matter for say -five minutes 
between 9-30 and IO o'clock each evening. This may be found 
a convenient time for most. But anyhow, let us pray. 

Yours very truly, 

The Vicarage, W. H. HINDE. 
Islington, N. 1. 

+ 
£attst Duos of (b~Jlrmtntan Rtfu~tU~ 

"In the mouth of two or three witnesses" 

111"1 N May 30th I atteecieci, by ;oYhat;oo, a ,;tt;o< of the iI Committee of the American Board of Foreign Missions, 
~ in Beyrout. This is the branch of the Congregational 

. _. Board responsible for the work among the Armenians, 
in continuance of what used to be carried on in Cilicia. 
Missionaries of other Societies were asked to attend to he~r 
reports of the Armenian work in Aleppo, Beyrout, and in the 
district in between, which were given by the Missionaries con­
cerned. Finally, there was a talk by the Rev. J. E. Merrill, 
Ph. D., on the present condition of the Church life, and of 
arrangements \vhich are being made for the Armenian Evangel­
ical Churches in U.S.A. to take over from the Board the responsi­
bility for the. Churches out here. Dr. Merrill is a very fine man, 
both a seer and a scholar-a marked man in any assembly. He 
gave us a talk which was most interesting and' encouraging. 

Dr. Merrill was in America on furlough when the Armenians 
evacuated Cilicia, and he told us that his Board took the view that 
here, at least, was a ({ hopeless Armenian refugee problem." He 
said that he was not so pessimistic himself, and now he was 
able to report that the situation was not hopeless, did not nO\v 
refer to refugees, as the Protestants had largely become estab­
lished and self-supporting, and that it can no longer be proper Iv 
called a problem. Reports given of spiritual progress, of notable 
self-help, and of outreach in the help of others were striking. In 
an agreement which is being made between the Armenian 
Church on the Field and the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the U.S.A., the Churches on the Field (not the Mission) are 
promising, even out of their penury, to find one gold pound for 
every three gold pounds which the Churches at home raise for 
the work. 

On May 31st, we had staying with us, the Armenian Pastor, 
A. A. Shirajyan, who directs the Harem Girls' Home in Aleppo 
-for which The Friends of Armenia are responsible. I was asking 
him about the big new church in Aleppo, which was without 
seating and proper flooring when I was there with Bishop Gore. 
He told me that the church was now beautifully seated for 800 

people, and that the one-time pebble floor is now cemented, 
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and that the basement, designed for the Sunday School. 
has also been completely furnished. He said, "Every week we 
have contributions towards these things." He told me also that 
the Protestant Church at the Camp in Aleppo, a big wooden 
structure in which I preached two years ago, has been nearly 
doubled in size. The money for these purposes has come from 
the hard-earned cash' of Protestant refugees busy establishing 
themselves, so poor that, although they can feed themselves and 
families, they do not know where to get clothes from. Never­
theless, they give and give again for church and school 
expenses. I begin to wonder whether the presence of Armenian 
Protestants in these parts may not be p'urposeful in teaching 
other Christians how to give, and more sacrificial devotion to the 
One Whom they profess to follow. 

Apropos of the Settlement Scheme and its « revolving fund," 
it was interesting to hear one of the ladies of the Mission report 
upon the number of advances which had been made to help to 
start Armenians in trade, etc., and add that "we have had no 
difficulty at all in getting the advances refunded." 

Testimony to Life. 
Professor Loutfi Levonian, of the School of Religions, Athens, 

has iust visited Syria from North to South, and has attended a 
Conference of Pastors and Missionaries in connection with the 
meetings referred to above. vVriting to me on June 2nd, he 
said: "I feel much encouraged with the conditions in Syria. J 
have found a deep spirituality amonj[ our people everywhere, and 
I am sure nothing can crush that faith." Prof. Levonian is a 
friend of Dr. Rendel Harris, who would vouch for him. His 
words, to most of us, are weighty. 

Prospecting in the North. 
The Rev. H. F. Buxton has iust sent a report of his first 

visit to Aleppo, Alexandretta, etc., -going as a member of the 
Settlement Central Commission. It confirms the view that there is 
good fertile land available for settlement upon, and this land gets 
more and more accessible as motor roads are built and improved. 
The friendly and helpful attitude of French officials is most 
encouraging. One would hope that the material condition of 
some places where Armenians prefer to be, will be cleared up­
a condition dwelt upon in "The People of Ararat." (By the 
way, I am enclosing a leaflet, "Facing the Facts," in most of 
my correspondence, and am getting reference to it in letters 
coming to hand. I am satisfied that a larger circulation of 
J. Burtt's book is desirable and possible. Let us be earnest and 
wise in our personal advocacy of the book's importance to the 
Cause.) 

Workers on the Land. 

It is sometimes stated that the Camp-dwellers in Syria are 
artisans or labourers, and that, if land settlements are arranged 
for, their inhabitants will drift back to the towns again. This is 
not a true statement. It is estimated, e.g., that 2,000 adults from 
Aleppo Camps want work on the land, and nothing else; from 
Alexandretta the number given is 1,300. From Beirut I have no 
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figure at present. The attempts of scores of Camp-dwellers to 
grow vegetables and flowers show the tastes of many. In our 
experience in the Armenian Refugee Camp at Port Said in 
1916-1918, where the ground was salt and would grow nothing, 
the people were always saying, "Give us some' sweet earth' and 
we will grow all the vegetables needed for the Camp." Miss 
Yeppe's colonisers stay at their work and in their new homes, 
and such colonies will ultimately attract carpenters, cobblers. 
teachers, tinkers, etc., from the towns. Some" drifting" there 
will be, but where, by any scheme, do we get 100 per cent. effec­
tiveness right away? 

MARSHALL N. Fox. 
July, 1927. 

.. 
Thamilla: "The Turtle Dove." A Story of the Mountains of 

Algeria. By Ferdinand Duchene, Grand Prix Litteraire de 
I' Algerie. 

Recently translated into English. May be obtained from the 
English Office of The Algiers Mission Band, 38, Outram Road, 
Croydon, or from the Publishers, Oliphants, 2 I, Paternoster 
Square, London, E.C.4. Price seven shillings and sixpence. 

ABOUT THE STORY. 

Above all else, Tha.miUa is a revelation of the blighting effect 
of Moslem law 001 Moslem womanhood. The French original was 
written in order to compel attention to the rights, of women, and 
it waS! reproduced in Englis,h, as the trans.Iators state, "becauSIC 
we heard in it the poignant and inarticuJate cry of the women of 
all the East, without hope in the world." 

Freedom to marry, instead of being sold into marriage bonds 
by her father; freedom from plural marriage; freedom from com­
pIIlsory divorce; freedom to live with her childiren, instead of 
having them ruthlessly snatched from her forever-it is for such 
human rights as these that Thamil1a plead~for herself and for 
all her s,isters of Mos.Iem lands. 

MOinsieur Ferdinand Duchene, author OIf Thamilla, for years 
has been Justice of the Court of Appeals of Algiers" and has had 
every opportunity tOi know native laws and customs" and the 
tragedies which result from them. That knowledge, and his 
intense interest in Moslem womanhood, have led to his writing five 
novels under the general series title of "The Barbaresques," of 
which Tha.milla is One. Their exquisite artistry has twice brought 
him Grand Prizes in Literature, and already has led to the begilll­
ning of better days for Algerian women. 
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